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Pike  Fishing  in  Loch  Leven,  125 
Pike,  The  Monster  Irish,  again,  65 
Pike,  351b.,  on  View,  339 
Piscatorials  at  Newbury,  The,  68 
Pitt,  T.— Trolling  for  Char  on  Lake 

Windermere,  40 
Platts,  W.  Carter.— Staggerers,  340 
Plitvice,  The  Lakes  of,  4 
Plucky  Lady  Angler,  A,  267 
Poet-Laureate,  A  Piscatorial,  36 
Poetry :  — 

At  the  Gate,  247 

A  Song  of  Praise,  376 

Coquetside,  419 

"Very  Like  a  Whale,"  433 
Pollution  on  the  Solway,  Eden,  274 
Press  Opinions  on  our  Summer  Number, 

84 

Provident  Fund  for  Fishermen,  Royal, 
79 

Provincial  Angling  Notes,  weekly 
Punting,  The  Art  of,  102 
Pimts,  Free,  65 


•'R.  B."— At  the  Gate  (Poem),  247 
Railway  Privileges,  etc.,  143 
Rainbow,  The  Vanishing,  267 
Rainbow  Trout  for  the  Isle  of  Wight 
375 

Random  Notes  of  an  Angler,  159 
Rangoon,  Enquiry  from,  1 
Remarkable  Fish,  A,  382 
Reports    from    Rivers,    Lochs,  etc., 

weekly 

Reviews  and  Notices  of  Books  : — ■ 
Afialo,  F.  G.  (Editor).— "The  Sports 

of  the  World,"  28.5,  303 
"  Amateur  Angler,  The."  —  "  Dove 

Dale  Revisited,"  321,  411 
Bickerdyke,   J.  — "  Letters   to  Sea 

Fishers,"  196 
Buxton,  S. — "Fishing and  Shooting," 

339,  398 

"  County  Directory  of  Scotland,  The, ' ' 
102 

Everitt,  N. — "  Broadland  Sport,"  99 
Gregg,  W.  H. — "Where,  When,  and 

How  to  Catch  Fish  on  the  East 

Coast  of  Florida,"  19 
"Handbook  of  Artificial   Flies  for 

Salmon  and  Trout,"  issued  by  the 

Department  of  Agriculture,  195 
Halford's  Standard  Works.  Mr.  F. 

M.  213  393 
Heath,  f'.  G.— "  The  Fern  World." 

224 

"How  to  Make  Useful  Things,"  285 
Kearton's,  Mr.  R.,  Edition  of  White's 

"  Natural  History  of  Selborne,"  418 
Rhead,  L. — "  Speckled  Brook  Trout, " 

101 

"The  Compleat  Angler,"  Lea  and 
Dove  edition,  216 
Rivers  from  an  Angling  View,  Our,  125 
Roach,  A  Fine  Brace  of,  267 
Roach  and  Perch,  and  the  Rod  for  it,  65 
Rod  on  a  Good  Water  at  a  Reasonable 

Subscription,  129 
"  Rodwell  Hookham,"   A  Piscatorial 

Poet-Laureate,  36 
Rolt,  H.  A. — In  Lamboum's  Vale,  35 ; 

A  Famous  Fishery,  304 
Royal  Anglers,  34 

"  Rugde." — The  Growth  and  Migrations 
of  Sea-Trout,  41 ;  Sporting  Matters 
in  Norway,  68 ;  A  Beginner's  Luck, 
364 


"S.  S."— Fishing  in  Iceland,  232 
St.  Mary's  Loch,  etc.,  421 
Salmo  Fluviatilis  for  the  Antipodes  ?  1 
Salmon  and  their  Native  Rivers,  267 

A  July,  5 

A  Monster,  231 

Angler  and  Artist  at  Eighty,  143 
Angling  Season,  Close  of  the,  270,  303 
Fisheries  Commission,  Report  of,  113, 
145 

Fishing,  The  Royal  Sport  of,  53 

Fishings,  Close  of  the  Solway,  177 

Fly  Fishing  for,  179 

Good  Catch  from  the  Derwent,  412 

In  the  Lleder,  Run  of,  285 

Norwegian,  581b.  and  591b.,  33,  339 

Russian,  501b.  to  701b.,  1 

Season,  The  Scotch,  67 

Sent  to  New  Zealand,  340 

Transferring,  350 
SalmonidcB  from  the  Eden,  231,  250 
San  Francisco  Fly  and  Bait  Casting 

Tournament,  420,  425 
Sea  Angling  and  Heavy  Rods,  431 
Sea  Angling  at  Darrynane,  164 
Sea  Angling  at  Folkestone,  401 
Sea  Angling  in  the  Crouch,  196 
Sea  Baits,  234 
Sea  Bass,  A  221b.,  84 
Sea  Festival,  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards 

249 

Sea  Fishing  on  the  Blackwater  (Essex), 
215 

Sea-Gulls.  About,  224 

Sea-Trout  and  young  Salmon,  To  Dis- 
tinguish, 341 

Sea-Trovit  Lures,  83 

Sea-Trout,  The  Growth  and  Migrations 
of,  41 

Sharing  a  Rod,  269 

Shark,  Conflict  with  a,  260 

Sharks  in  Australian  Waters,  29 

Shark  Stories,  296 

Shoreham,  A  Ramble,  163 

Silk,  W.  T.— How  I  caught  the  Liner 
with  the  Salmon  Eggs  for  New  York, 
197 


Simms,  G.  B. -The  Latest  Visitor  to 
Loch  Leven,  3;  A  Haunted  Angler, 
416 

Snake  Stories,  17,  3.3,  161 

Soles  Carried  Alive  from  Scotland  ttj 

Sydney,  196 
Soudan,  P'ishing  in  the,  400 
Southwold,  Fishing  at,  250 
Spain,  Salmon  and  Trout  F'ishing  in, 

357 

Spawning  Prospects  in  Scotland,  394 
Spey  Fishery  Board,  300 
Split-Cane  Rods,  Origin  of,  249,  288 
Staggerers,  340 

Stanley,  R. — In  a  London  Park,  133; 

Leave  to  Fish,  305  ;  "  In  the  Stilly 

Night,"  412 
Stocking  Fish  Preserves  at  Ayleetone, 

354 

Stocking  Salmon  Rivers,  Theory  as  to, 
213 

Stone,  .J.  Harris. — Achill  Island.  414 
"Straw  Hat." — Twickenham  Deeps, 
199 

Stray  Notes  in  Fishing,  466 

Stray  Notes  on  Fishing  and  Natural 

History  (continued  from  p.  432,  vol. 

xliv.).  39,  101,  148,  165,  181,  200 
"Stroke." — Sharing  a  Rod,  269 
Stuart,  H.— The  Aray  and  Its  Salmon, 

364 

Success  and  Failure,  38 
Summer  Morning's  Sport,  A,  198 
Supplement,  Our,  36 
Swedish  Trout  Fishing.  231 

T.A.P.S.,  79,  145,  386 
"T.  J.  D." — Sea  Angling  at  Darrynane, 
164 

Tackle,  Artificial  Baits,  etc.,  37,  81, 

129,  145,  340,  427 
Tarpon,  Dr.  Furness's  Big,  98 
Tarpon  Fishing  and  Fishing  in  New- 
foundland, 321 
Tay,  Grand  Salmon  Fishing  on  the,  303 
Tay,  Grand  Sport  on  the,  267 
Tay  Salmon  Angling  Season,  Close  of, 
290 

Taylor,  J.  Paul. — From  the  Teme  to 
the  Waveney,  197 ;  Brighter  Pro- 
spects on  the  Darenth  419 

Teme  to  the  Waveney,  From  the,  196 

Tench,  4^1b.,  caught  by  Judge 
O'Coimor  Morris,  113 

Tench,  Habits  of,  396 

Thames  Fishing  Rights,  97 

Thames,  Three  Tons  of  Fish  from  the, 
81 

Thorney  Weir  Fishing  Club,  Resigna- 
tion of  Mr.  Moroney,  235 

"Threaded  Minnow." — The  Last  Day 
of  the  Season,  236 

Thuringian  Trout  Stream,  On  a,  20.  69, 
85 

Tod,  E.  M.— "The  Vanishing  Gift," 
118  ;  Review  of  "  Dovedale  Re- 
visited," 411  ;  Inventions,  393,  416, 
438 

Tournaments,  55,  69,  86,  102 

Trolling  for  Char  with  Plumb-Line  on 

Lake  Windermere,  40 
Trout  Caught  Twenty  Miles  Out  at 

Sea,  113 
Trout,  Deformed,  65 
Trout  Fishing  Ab  Ovo,  198,  216,  235, 

250,  322,  342,  358 
Trout  Fishing  District,  An  Unwrought.  3 
Trout  Fishing  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  38 
Trout  Fishing  in  the  Shetlands,  18 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams,  344. 

361,  379,  395,  419,  440,  456 
Trout,  1251b.  Canadian,  285.  321,  362 
Trout  in  America,  European  Trout,  267 
Trout,  More  about,  159 
Trout  Poisoned  near  Belfast,  99 
Trout,  Quick  Growth  of  BrowTi,  213 
Trout  Season,  Close  of  the  Brown,  177 
Trout,  301b.  Stenness,  339 
Tscherkasov.   Baron    Paul.  —  About 

Landing  Nets,  131 
Tuna  Fishing  in  New  York,  22 
Tuna  in  Nova  Scotia,  The,  133 
Turbot  Fishing,  271 
Tweed  bv  Night,  On  the,  308,  323 
Tweed,  Note  from  the,  303 
Twickenham  Deeps,  199 

"  Val  Conson.'" — More  Jottings,  376 
Vanishing  Gift,  The,  117 

"W.  R.  G."— Grand  Sea  Fishing  at 

Fowev,  324 
"  W.  W.'"— Pollution  on  the  Solway,  274 
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Waking  Fish  Up  to  Make  tliem  Bite, 

19f3 

Waltham  Abbey,  Angling  at,  386 
Wandle,  The  Waning,  325 
Washburn,  Memories  of,  68 
Waterville,  an  Irish  Fishing  Resort,  165 
Weather,  What  of  the,  115 
Weed  Fishing  at  the  Thames  Weirs,  129 
Weekes,  C.-The  "Fesh,"  117 
Wembley  Park  Waters,  Fish  for,  303 
West  Indies,  Brilliant  Fish  of  the,  26 


Westrup,    G.— An   "Off"   Day,  98; 

After  the  Bream,  178 
Whale  Hunt,  A,  143 
"Whale,  Very  like  a,"  433 
Whitefish  on  "the  Fly,  211 
Whiting  on  the  Crouch,  344 
Wiltshire  Streams  and  Canals,  164 
Wimbledon  Lake  Bait  and  Fly  Casting 

Tournament,  69,  86,  102 
Winchester  "May  Fly  Mess,"  The  Old, 

424 


Windermere  and  its  Trout  and  Char 

Fishing,  47 
Windermere,  Fishing  on,  97 
Windermere,  Fly  Fishing  on,  427 
Worm  Fishing  in  the  Eden,  Up-Stream, 

100 

Worming  with  Uncle  Joe,  359 

Winter  Pike  in  Ireland,  459 

Wright,    W.  —  Close   of    the  Solway 

Salmon  Fishings,  177 
Wye,  Anarchy  on  the  Welsh,  428 


Wyresdale 
428 


Angling   Club,    The,  332. 


Yate.s,  Illness  of  Mr.  Fred,  1 7 
Yarns,  249 

Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  433 
Yorkshire  Lamprey  Fishery,  A,  380 


Zebmatt,  A  Reminiscence  of,  129 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


AcHiLL  Island  111 
"Aerial"  not  "Ariel,"  373  391 
"  Aflalo  "  Rod  Rest,  The,  230,  335,  354 
Albania,  Sport  in,  335 
Anglers'  Association  Challenge  Shield, 
248 

Au  Sable.  The,  112 
August  Fishing  in  Ireland,  80,  96 
August  Salmon  or  Trout  Fishing,  16, 
31,  63 

Author  of  Poem  Wanted,  1 6,  32 

Bait  for  Bass,  80,  96 
Baits  and  Hooks,  etc.,  336 
Bann,  Sport  on  the,  212 
Bills,  Some  old,  194,  212 
Braided  Roach  Rods  112 
Bream,  Monster,  128 
Breeding  Worms  and  Gentles,  335 
Brook  Angling,  95,  143 
Brown  Trout,  A  351b.,  265,  283,  320, 
373,  391 

Brown  Trovit  in  Scotland,  Close  Time 
for,  283 

Brown  Trout,  Large  Irish,  283 
Broxbourne,  Carp  put  into  the  Lea, 
410 

Broxbomne,  The  Crown  Fishery,  338 
Bull  Trout  from  Lough  Cullen,  302, 
320 

Caddis  Bait,  The,  79 
California,  Fishing  in,  230 
Canadian  Weed,  31 
Canadian  Wheat  Belt,  The,  230 
Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society,  373 
Carp,  A  Correction,  355 
Carp  put  into  the  Lea  at  Broxbourne, 
410 

Carp,  The  Wily,  229 

Christmas  Sea  Fishing  at  l-falmouth  and 

Fowey,  373,  392 
Chub,  Fine  take  of,  212 
Coast  Fishing,  194 

Colne  (Essex)  Fishing  the  Tidal  Waters 

of  the,  409 
Companion  Wanted,  80 
Correction,  A,  32 
Cottage  with  Fishing  Rights,  248 
Cross  between  Rainbow  and  Common 

Trout,  193 
Crystal  Palace  Aquarium,  320 

DAPriNfi,  230 
Deal  Pier,  Fishing  on,  283 
Derwent.  Lake  and  River,  63,  80,  96, 
127 

Deveron,  Sport  on  the,  95 

Discovery   of  a  Good  Pike  Fishing 

Place,  468 
Dock  Grubs,  16 

Dressings  {see  Flies,  Fly-Tying,  etc.). 
Drift-nets  Illegal,  302 
Dropper  Attachments,  355,  373 

Eel  and  the  Spinning  Bait,  410 

Eel  Breeding,  111 

Eel  Capture  of  a  Fine,  63 

Eel  taking  Fly,  79 

Eels  Feeding  on  Flies,  468 

Feathkk  Bait,  A  Spinning,  319 
Feed  Fish  in  a  Reservoir,  How  to,  453 
Fishing  at,  in,  or  near  :  Aberdovey,  96  ; 
Aberfoyle,  80;  Aberystwyth,  16; 
Albania,  335  ;  Barmouth,  16,  31,  63, 
95;  Bedford,  160,  176;  Bettwys-y- 
Coed,32,468;  Bollin,  63;  Bridlington, 
16,  32,  64  ;  Burnliam-on-Croueh,  335; 


Canary  Islands,  373 ;  Croydon,  32 ; 
Crystal  Palace,  16,  31,  63,  95;  Dart- 
moor, 16;  Deal,  16,  31  ;  Dee  rChester) 
176,  212,  229;  Derwent,  63,  80,  96 
127;  Devonshire,  95;  Dolgelly,  64; 
Eastbourne.  160,  194  ;  Elstree 
Reservoir,  467  ;  Falmouth,  16,  373, 
392 ;  Finland,  111;  Foxford,  80 ; 
Fowey,  128  144.  355,  373,  392. 
435,  453,  468;  Glen  Lyon,  160; 
Hilgay  Fen,  80,  96  ;  Hornsea  Mere, 
453  ;  Iceland,  248  ;  Ilfracombo, 
63,  96,  144;  Ireland.  31,  80,  96;  Isle 
of  Man,  32,  63;  Japan,  160;  Kennot. 
32;  Llandudno,  63,  9.5,  128,  144; 
Lochs  Awe  and  Ericht,  16,  64;  Loch 
Lomond,  16;  Loch  Maree,  212;  Loo 
Pool,  112,  128,  143;  Loughs  Mask, 
Corrib  and  Carra,  16,  31,  229,  230; 
Manchester,  248  ;  Matlock,  32  ;  Med- 
way,  32;  Midhurst,  112;  Montreal, 
410,  436;  Nunsoon,  128,  144  ;  Penton 
Hook,  95;  Renfrewshire,  128;  Rick- 
mansworth,  128  ;  St.  Bride's  Bay, 
176,  194;  St.  Ives  (Hunts),  194; 
Scilly  Islands,  80;  Shetlands,  338, 
356  ;  Shrewsbury,  96 ;  Sierra  Leone, 
373  ;  Southampton,  302 ;  Tintagel, 
80,  96;  Tunbridge,  96,  112;  Vera 
Cruz,  128;  Wales,  32,  176.  212; 
Wareham,  79,  128;  Whitby,  32.  63, 
64 ;  Whitstable,  16  ;  Windermere,  79  ; 
Woolston,  31. 

Fishing  Right  Question.  338 

Fishing  Without  a  Licence,  Sharp  Work 
in  Fining  for,  230,  336,  337 

Flies  and  Fly  Tying,  16,  31,  32,  128, 
211,  229,  247  248,  265,  266,  283,  300, 
301,  320 

Flounders,  301,  319,  338,  355,  392,  409, 

435  436,  453 
Forty  Square  Miles  of  Dead  Fish,  468 
Fowey,  Grand  Sea  Fishing  at,  435 
Fieshwater  Fi.shing  near  the  Seaside, 

112,  128 

GoEDON,  The  late  Mr.  Panmiu-e,  365 
Grayling,  The,  373,  390,  408 
Grayling  Culture,  318 
Grayling  Fishing  Wanted,  Free,  409 
Grayling  in  Scotland.  The,  355,  408 
Grayling  in  the  Till  and  Glen,  355,  356 
Grayling  in  Trout  Streams,  300,  318, 
355 

Grayling  in  the  Windrush,  390 
Great  Marlow  Piscatorial  Association, 
409 

Grilse  No.  D.1233  Caught.  247 

Heekings  at  Walmer,  283 

Hibernation  of  Swallows,  144,  160 

Holes  in  Pike's  Jaw,  302 

Hooks,  Eyed  v.  Gut,  etc.,  229,  247,  248, 
265,  266,  300,  301,  319,  320,  336,  337, 
338,  354,  355,  366,  372,  373,  390,  391, 
408,  436,  452,  454 

How  to  Cook  Mackerel,  468 

Impeovb  a  Lake  for  Trout  Fishing,  To, 
160 

Improve  the  Trout  Feeding  on  Loch 

Doon,  To,  144 
Incident,  A  Curious,  128,  230 
India,  Making  a  Fishery  in,  247 
Insects  from  a  Trout  Pond,  193 
Items,  230,  335 

Jack,  Mr.  Hobbs'  take  of,  410 
July  Fishing,  32 


Kelt  Sea-Trout,  80,  93,  96,  1 1 1 
"Kerkafe,"  111 

Knots,  64,  96,  391,  144,  284,  302,  336, 
355 

Knots—"  To  be  or  '  Knot '  to  be,"  320 
Knots  for  Lines,  466 

Labelled  Fish,  247 
Labelling  Sea  Fish,  436 
Landing  Nets,  193,  265 
Light  Rods,  467 
Lime  in  a  River,  128 
Lincolnshire  Fisheries,  266 
Lobster  Pots,  212 
Loch  Lomond  Improvement,  194 
Lough  Cullen,  Bull  Trout  from,  302, 
320 

Lough  Neagh  Trout,  467 
Lug  Worm,  How  to  Use,  176 

Mahseer,  436 

Making  a  Fishery  in  India,  247 
Minnow  Fishing  for  Trout,  160,  176 
Moon,  Influence  of  the,  on  Fishing,  355 
Mullett  and  Bass,  in  a  Dock,  etc.,  80,  96 

Nails  for  Brogues,  etc.,  112,  176,  194, 

212,  230 
Needles,  Spring-Eyed,  452 
Nets  get  a  Fine  Lot  of  Tyne  Salmon, 

96,  111 

Netting  on  Lough  Corrib,  31,  95,  160, 
229 

Netting  on  Lough  Mask,  79 
Nomenclature,  Fishing  Craft,  1  27,  266 
Norfolk  Broads — Twenty  Years  After, 
212 

Novel  Spoon  Rig  and  Spuming  Flight, 
466 

Opah,  The,  16 
Otter,  A  Bigger,  64 
Otter,  Adventure  with  an,  319 
Oulton  Broad,  Good  Roach  Fishing  on, 
266 

Paee,  The,  301,  319,  335 

Paste  for  Roach,  302,  319,  335 

Patches,  175,  229,  374,  410,  454 

Patents,  Pecviliarities  of,  63 

Penton  Hook,  Alterations  at,  95 

Perch,  Fishing  for  Pike  or,  410 

Perch,  Late  Spawning,  301,  320 

Phantoms,  Special  Coloured,  212 

Pike.  Capture  of  a  Fine  Thames,  248 

Pike,  181b.,  on  Roach  Tackle,  128,  144 

Pike,  181b.  Dagenham,  392 

Pike,  Good  Sport  with,  436 

Pike  Fishing  Wanted.  212,  229 

Pike  in  Ireland,  Close  Time  for,  302 

Pike,  Large  Lough  Corrib,  160 

Pike  Live  Bait  Wanted,  409,  436 

Pike,  Mr.  Overbeck's  Catch  of,  373 

Pike  or  Perch,  Fishing  for,  410 

Pike  Taking  Fly,  356 

Pike,  To  Clear  a  Lake  of,  212 

Pike,  Twelve  -  Inch,   Takes  Spimiing 

Bait,  266,  320 
Pikelets  Take  Fly,  335,  366 
Prawn  Pots,  144,  160 
Preserving  Baits,  80,  318 
"President"  Salmon  Fly,  Good  Sport 

with  the,  356 
Protest,  A,  112 

Rainbow,  Sport  with  the,  64 
Rainbow  Trout  in  America,  409 
Rainbows,  Vanishing,  320 
Reel  Makers,  Who  were  the  First  ?  96 
Report  of  the  Salmon  Commission,  1 75, 
300 


Reports,  Fishing,  64,  95,  266 
Roach,  Baits  for,  302,  319,  335 
Roach  Fishing  on  Oulton  Broad,  266 
Roach,  Large,  144,  319,  336 
Roach  or  Rudd,  356,  373,  392 
Roach  Poles,  Sowerbutts',  302 
Roach,  Reported  3Jlb.  Thames,  372 
Rods,  Light  and  Powerful,  etc.,  15,  16, 

32,  80,  96,  111,  144,  176,  301,  319, 

356,  409,  452,  453 
Rod  Rests,  230,  335,  354 
Rubber,  Unvulcanised,  212,  229 

Salmon  and  their  Native  Rivers,  247 
Salmon  and  Trout,  How  to  Distinguish, 
96,  111 

Salmon  Commission,  175,  300 
Salmon  on  the  Tees,  111 
Salmon  Trout,  Is  There  Such  a  Fish  ? 
112 

Sea  Fi.shing  at  Fowey,  Grand,  435 
Sea  Fishing  at  or  near  :  Felixstowe, 

248;  Southwold,  265 
Sea  Fishing  from  the  Shore,  212 
Sea-Trout  Fishing,  Where  to  Get,  176 
September  Trout  Fishing,  79 
"Should  he  Upbraid."  96,  111,  143 
Skate,  A  Splendid,  143 
Specimens,  266 

"  Speckled  Brook  Trout,"  The,  144 
Spinning  for  Trout,  468 
Split  Cane  Rods,  Date  of  Invention  of, 
320 

"  Sporting  Fish  of  Great  Britain,"  127, 
143 

"S.  S.,"  143,  176 
Staggerers,  463 

Staining  Cane  a  Deep  Olive,  391 
Stocking  a  Lake,  63 

Swivel  made  out  of  an  old  Watch  Key,  ■ 
373 

Swivels  and  Sinker  Combined,  355 

Tench  Fishing  Query,  355 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOB. 


A  Note  from  Norway. 

"  Bolstad,  Bergen,  June  27. 

"  My  Dear  Marston, — My  further  experiences 
here  have  confirmed  what  I  wrote  on  Jime  11,  that 
so  far  at  least  as  this  river  is  concerned  salmon 
have  run  early  and  are  few  in  number. 

"  Day  after  day  we  have  nothing  but  hot  sun,  with 
the  river  in  high  tiood  from  the  melting  of  the 
fast  disappearing  snow.  Day  fishing  is  useless, 
and  what  few  fish  there  are  seem  to  devote  their 
evenings  to  travelling  through  this  lower  section, 
which  alone  I  have  reserved  for  myself  this  season. 
So  sport  is  very  poor  and  not  too  pleasant. 

"  I  had  begun  with  five  fish  of  the  average  weight 
of  exactly  381b.,  and  was  hopeful  of  making  up  a 
record  of  ten  or  a  dozen  notables,  but  the  hope  was 
vain,  for  my  next  captures  were  281b.  and  241b., 
and  now  I  have  got  one  of  131b. 

"  Sport  in  the  river  has  only  been  tolerable  in 
the  top  pool  of  my  upper  water,  where  a  fall  stops 
the  fish  when  the  water  is  at  its  present  height. 
There  the  anglers  have  twice,  I  think,  landed  in 
one  evening  three  big  fish,  a  forty-five-pounder 
among  them.  As  proof  how  fast  salmon  sometimes 
travel  in  floods,  most  of  these  fish  they  tell  me 
were  covered  with  sea  lice,  though  the  pool  is 
fifteen  miles  above  anything  that  can  be  called 
salt  water,  and  of  these,  perhaps,  five  miles  are 
rapids. 

"  From  a  river  sixty  miles  north  of  this  I  hear 
of  five  grilse  having  been  caught  by  June  19,  an 
early  date  for  Norway. 

"  It  is  always  dangerous  to  prophesy,  and  I  shall 
gladly  find  myself  wrong,  but  the  prospect  of  the 
later  fishing  this  year  looks  to  me  very  gloomy 
indeed.  Should  any  eligible  enthusiast  hold  a 
contrary  opinion  he  can  have  these  two  miles  of 
water  after  I  leave,  say  from  August  8  to 
September  14,  for  £20.— Yours  sincerely, 

"Edward  Sturdy." 

I  should  think  Mr.  Sturdy's  ofifer  is  not  likely  to 
go  begging.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  Mrs.  Sturdy 
had  a  grand  fish  of  421b.  the  other  day,  and  I  hope 


that  Mr.  Sturdy's  gloomy  prognostications  may  be 
upset  in  a  pleasant  manner,  but  his  long  experience 
of  salmon  angling  in  Norway  makes  him  no  ordinary 
prophet. 

"  Bolstad,  Bergen,  June  29. 

"  My  Dear  Marston, — Since  \yriting  you  on  tlie 
27th  inst.,  I  learn  by  reports  from  Aalesund  and 
Namsos  that  on  those  coasts,  150  and  300  miles 
north  of  this,  salmon  are  now  plentiful,  and  the 
nets  making  big  catches. 

"  It  is  so  far  satisfactory  to  find  that  even  the 
netsmen  do  better  where  there  is  one  day  more  of 
weekly  close  time  than  there  is  here  and  further 
south. — Yours  faithfully,      "  Edward  Sturdy." 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  cable  message  received 
from  Mr.  Sturdy  on  July  2  :  "  Weather  now  cold 
and  unsettled ;  large  takes  on  north  coast  are 
reported  from  Namsos." 

"  The  Kelso  folks,  like  everybody  else,  have  been 
sadly  disappointed  at  the  postponement  of  the 
Coronation.  But  great  sympathy  is  felt  for  the 
King  and  Eoyal  Family,  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped 
he  may  make  a  good  recovery."  This  from  a 
private  note  from  Mr.  Forrest,  of  Kelso,  just  sums 
up  the  general  feeling,  and  it  is  very  satisfactory 
indeed  to  know  that  His  Majesty  is  going  on  so 
well.  The  only  man  in  the  world  who  could  have 
postponed  the  Coronation  was  the  least  likely  to 
do  it,  and  yet  such  is  the  uncertainty  of  human 
affairs  that  he  had  to  do  it. 


A  subscriber  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  at  Eangoon 
writes  to  ask  me  why  we  have  not  had  much  from 
the  Tweed  lately.  I  am  sorry  to  say  sport  has  not 
been  worth  recording,  so  our  correspondent  "  Max- 
wheel  "  says.  Plenty  of  anglers  out  trouting,  but 
with  no  great  success.  But  we  are  to  have  news 
when  there  is  any  from  the  grand  river,  and  it  is 
interesting  to  find  one  of  its  admirers  wanting  a 
report  from  it  in  the  middle  of  Asia. 

Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  writes :  "  I  send  you  a  Grey 
Drake  as  requested,  which  I  trust  will  suit  your 
purpose.  We  do  not  have  many  May  Flies  here  ; 
the  Dean  in  Forfarshire  and  the  Eden  in  Fifeshire 
are  our  best  May  Fly  streams.  Most  of  our  streams 
run  too  rapid  for  them,  and  have  not  enough  deposit. 
I  saw  a  few  on  Loch  Leven  this  week,  but  the 
trout  seldom  look  at  them  there  ;  they  do  not  come 
in  such  quantities  for  the  trout  to  get  to  know 
them.  We  are  having  lovely  weather  now  after  a 
cold  spring."  The  fly  appears  to  be  identical  with 
that  sent  by  Mr.  Payton  from  Calais  as  noted  in 
his  letter. 


A  Note  from  Calais. 

"  My  Dear  Marston,— Enclosed  is  a  May  Fly 
caught  on  the  little  river  Hemm,  near  Calais,  on 
June  26.  There  were  a  good  many  of  them  in  the 
afternoon  and  evening,  but  the  trout  were  not 
taking  any.  Alders  and  big  Sedges  were  also 
plentiful.  It  has  been  over  a  three  weeks'  rise  of 
May  Fly ;  the  first  I  saw  taken  by  a  trout  was  on 
May  31.  Many  have  been  killed  by  the  locals, 
especially  dapping  with  the  natural  fly. 

"  I  have  been  rather  out  of  it,  from  a  damaged 
right  elbow  and  slightly  injured  back,  so  that  I 
have  only  been  out  on  three  short  days — in  fact, 
the  doctor  did  not  want  me  to  go  at  all.  Twice  I 
got  two  brace  of  decent  fish,  for  here,  including 
one  of  a  good  pound  and  one  just  imder,  and  put 
back  some  small  things. 

"  On  June  26  it  was  hopeless — glaring  hot  sun, 
water  low  and  stale,  fish  glutted  and  sulky.  A 
few  came  short  to  a  Red  Quill,  on  which  I  landed 
one,  and  a  little  Devon  in  suitable  places  elicited 
a  few  short  runs,  but  only  one  small  troutlet  took 
hold,  and  him  I  returned. 

"  It  is  quite  hopeless  for  the  present,  and  I  think 
I  shall  see  if  the  roach  will  bite  in  the  canals. — 
Yours  truly,  "  Chas.  A.  Payton." 

The  May  Fly  sent  is  a  male,  with  the  glassy 
wing  of  the  "  Death  Drake,"  as  the  spent  fly  is 
sometimes  called. 

The  International  Fisheries'  Exhibition  at 

St.  Petersburg. 
The  Allgemeine  FiscJi-erei  Zeitung  for  April 
publishes  notes  on  the  St.  Petersburg  Fisheries' 
Exhibition,  from  which  one  can  get  some  idea  of 
the  immense  extent  and  value  of  the  river  fisheries 
of  Bussia. 


The  ExHiiiiT  of  the  Ural  Cossacks 

is  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  peculiar  of  all. 
The  fishery  in  the  Ural  river,  chiefly  for  fish  of  the 
sturgeon  family,  is  the  main  support  of  a  hundred 
thousand  Cossacks  ;  two-thirds  of  the  population 
are  occupied  in  it,  and  every  man  enjoys  the  right 
of  fishing  in  the  whole  of  the  Ural  river  district, 
extending  for  over  three  hundred  miles.  This 
fishery  is  carried  on  under  the  most  stringent,  not 
to  say  drastic,  regulations  for  the  protection  of  the 
fish  at  spawning  times,  and,  tlianks  to  these  regu- 
lations, the  supply  of  fish  is  well  kept  up.  One  of 
the  most  curious  methods  of  fishing  is 

Gaff  Fishing  through  the  ice. 

In  those  places  in  the  Ural  river  where  sturgeon 
take  up  their  winter  quarters  months  before  the 
middle  of  December  no  boats  are  allowed  on  the 
river,  nor  must  anything  be  done  which  will  pre- 
vent the  fish  taking  up  their  winter  quarters. 
Great  preparations  are  made  for  the  opening  day, 
which  is  a  kind  of  national  holiday ;  the  signal  that 
fishing  may  begin  is  given  by  firing  a  cannon,  when 
thousands  of  Cossacks  crowd  on  to  the  thick  ice 
over  the  river,  and  imder  the  guidance  of  experienced 
fishermen,  who  know  the  favourite  wintering  places 
of  the  fish,  they  break  holes  in  the  ice  and  then 
rake  the  bottom  with  gaff  hooks  and  thus  catch 
great  numbers  of  fish  sleeping  there.  The  fish  are 
opened  to  get  out  the  valuable  eggs  for  caviar 
making,  and  the  rest  of  the  fish  is  frozen  for 
despatch  to  inland  markets. 

Salmonid.t:  of  the  Eussian  Empire. 

When  the  British  and  Scandinavian  salmon  and 
sea-trout  fisheries  have  been  ruiaed  by  the  methods 
of  civilisation,  it  will  still  be  possible  for  our  des- 
cendants to  enjoy  the  sport  of  fishing  for  these 
game  fish  in  the  great  and,  in  a  great  many  cases, 
almost  unknown  rivers  and  lakes  of  the  Russian 
empire.  The  chief  SalmonidK  are  the  salmon 
(Salmo  salar)  from  rivers  flowing  into  the  Baltic 
and  the  White  Sea,  also  the  so-called  Caspian 
salmon  formerly  described  as  Salmo  Casjnus,  but 
which  the  investigations  of  Kawraiski  have  proved 
to  be  a  lake  trout  {Salmo  trutta,  var.  Casjiius).  At 
the  exhibition  there  were  numerous  specimens 
of  salmon  and  lake  trout  from  301b.  to  401b.  in 
weight ;  some  of  the  latter  exhibited  by  fish 
merchant  Pitogew  were  from  the  Kura  river. 
Splendid  specimens  of  char  from  the  rivers  flowing 
into  the  White  Sea  were  also  to  be  seen. 

Russian  "  River  Salmon  "  50lb.  to  70lb.  in 
Weight. 

But  perhaps  the  most  interesting  of  the  fish 
exhibits  were  the  giant  501b.  to  701b.  fish  shown 
by  fish  merchant  Beloglasov,  of  Krasnojarsk,  from 
the  Yenesei  river,  which  are  called  Salmo  Jl uviatilis 
by  Russian  zoologists.  These  fish  appear  to 
resemble  closely  in  appearance  and  habits  the 
huchen  {Salmo  liucho)  of  the  Danube,  which  I 
believe  was  first  described  in  English  by  Sir 
Humphry  Davy  in  his  "  Salmonia."  The  writer 
of  the  report  in  the  German  paper  from  which  I 
am  quoting  says  it  is  quite  i)ossible  this  Salmo 
fiuviaiilis  will  turn  out  to  be  identical  with  the 
hucho  ;  it  never  leaves  the  river,  and  is  found  not 
only  in  the  Yenesei  but  also  in  the  Ob,  and  doubt- 
less in  other  Siberian  rivers,  as  well  as  in  the 
Kama.  It  will  be  very  interesting  if  the  researches 
of  Professor  Steindachner,  of  Vienna,  show  that 
these  great  freshwater  salmon  of  Russia,  which  are 
said  never  to  descend  to  the  sea,  are  identical  with 
the  Danube  salmon,  seeing  the  distance  which 
separates  them. 

Salmo  Fluviatilis  for  the  Antipodes? 

In  case  our  friends  in  New  Zealand,  who  have 
tried  for  so  many  years  and  spent  so  much  money 
in  the  vain  attempt  to  acclimatise  the  Atlantic 
salmon  {Salmo  salar)  and  the  Pacific  salmon  {Salmo 
quinna  t),  may  think  of  trying  Salmo  fluviatilis  or 
Salmo  hucho,  1  may  warn  them  that  the  hucho  is 
a  voracious  fish,  and  not  considered  equal  to  salmon 
or  trout  as  food.  It  spawns  in  the  tributaries  of 
the  Danube  from  March  to  May,  so  that  transport 
of  its  eggs  to  any  great  distance  seems  to  be  out  of 
the  question.  R.  B.  Marston. 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2t.  2d.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or.  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"  Athenian"  of  the  Fishijig  Gazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co. 
St.  Dunstan'8  House,  Fetter-lane,  London.  . 
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A  CORONATION  BAG. 

[A  Dorchester  friend,  a  member  of  the  club, 
Bends  me  this  note  and  the  picture.  In  case  the 
bag  hung  over  the  fish  does  not  come  out  clearly 
I  may  point  out  that  the  net  on  it  is  part  of  the 
bag,  and  an  excellent  addition,  as  if  you  wear  it 
next  your  back  and  carry  a  few  things  in  it — fly 
box,  limch  box,  etc. — it  allows  the  air  to  circulate 
and  keeps  things  cool ;  a  waterproof  bag  flat  on 
the  back  is  not  pleasant. — E.  B.  M.] 

This  bag  of  trout  was  taken  on  June  10.  on  the 
lower  water  of  the  Dorchester  Club,  between  11.30 
and  6.30.  It  was  one  of  the  first  days  on  which 
the  fish  had  been  moving  on  this  part  of  the 
water  this  season.  A  good  hatch  of  small  light- 
winged  duns  was  on  all  day,  and  the  fish  were 
taking  them  greedily.  Fourteen  above  the  thirteen 
inch  limit  were  kept,  all  taken  on  a  small  Green- 
well's  ;Glory,  or  spent  Bed  Spinner,  No.  0  hook, 
dry  fly.  The  weights  taken  by  the  keeper  were 
lib.  13oz.,  lib.  12oz.,  lib.  9oz.,  three  of  lib.  8oz., 


resort.  Thanks  to  these  four  gentlemen,  all 
anglers  of  a  pronounced  pattern,  I  am  now 
brimmingi  over  with  important  information,  and 
fairly  bursting  in  my  anxiety  to  impart  such  to, 
I  fondly  hope,  a  host  of  appreciative  readers. 
Without  ever  putting  mine  own  oar  in  at  all,  I 
will  take  the  letters  almost  seriatim  and  give  the 
gist  of  each.  Without  confining  myself  entirely 
to  the  Metal  Bridge  water,  allow  me  to  mention 
that  Mr.  Harry  Budd,  of  Longtown,  who  writes 
me  a  very  kind  and  particularly  comprehensive 
letter,  rented  the  Willow  and  Cauldron  pools  last 
year  on  the  English  side,  and  continues  to  do  so 
this  season.  The  Scotch  side  above  Scotch  Dyke 
can  be  fished  on  nearly  the  same  terms  as  formerly. 
The  nets  are  again  going  at  Metal  Bridge,  and  the 
only  water  that  can  be  fished  on  one  part  by 
visitors  are  the  Boxes,  Roost,  and  down  to  Lyne- 
foot.  The  fishable  water  is  rented  by  Mr.  William 
Bell,  proprietor  of  the  Graham  Arms  Hotel,  Long- 
town,  who  has  the  exclusive  right  on  both  sides 
from  the  Boxes  pool  to  Lynefoot  pool,  and  Mr. 


A  Coronation  Bag. 


three  of  lib.  4oz.,  three  of  lib.  2oz.,  lib.  loz.,  and 
lib. ;  this  makes  a  total  of  191b.,  less  3oz. ;  but  as 
most  were  weighed  after  being  some  hours  out  of 
water  they  would  have  weighed  about  191b.  when 
fresh  caught.  There  is  only  one  name  for  this 
pretty  lot  of  trout — "  A  Coronation  Bag." 


FISHING  AT  METAL  BRIDGE  ON 
THE  BORDER  ESK. 


Since  the  Fisheries  Association  was  broken  up 
at  the  end  of  the  season  1900,  the  conditions  anent 
getting  penriission  to  fish  in  the  lower  stretches  of 
the  Double  Water  have  been  altered  out  of  all 
recognition,  therefore  I  consider  it  will  not  be  out 
of  place,  and  may  possibly  be  of  service  to  intending 
visitors  to  the  Cumberland  division  of  the  Border 
Esk,  if  I  bring  the  new  order  of  things,  up  to  date, 
in  front  of  that  great  section  of  the  public  which 
is  devoted  to  angling.  In  order  to  get  a  tliorough 
grip  of  the  new  regulations  I  wrote  to  four  gentle- 
men who  reside  quite  within  a  hundred  miles  of 
the  Metal  Bridge  Hotel,  each  of  whom  has  replied, 
in  fact,  one  of  the  letters  is  from  Mr.  Thomas 
Gartner,  the  genial  and  popular  landlord  of  tlie 
well-known  hostelry,  beloved  of  anglers,  at  the 
"Pot  Metal  lirig,"  as  many  of  the  people  in  the 
district,  some  half  a  century  ago  when  I  was  a 
callant,   used   to   call   the   famous   old  angling 


Nichol,  of  Halifax,  rents  the  stretch  of  water 
extending  from  Longtown  Bridge  to  the  Boxes 
pool.  The  water  from  Lynefoot,  which  is  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  Metal  Bridge,  to  the  sea 
is  let  by  the  Earl  of  Lonsdale  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Robinson,  of  Cargo,  near  Carlisle,  for  netting. 
The  rod  fishing  on  that  stretch  of  water  is  let  to 
two  or  three  of  Mr.  Robinson's  friends,  but  this 
gentleman,  who  is  a  thorough  sportsman  of 
a  good  old-fashioned  type,  is  most  desirous 
that  such  should  make  no  difference  to  the 
visitors  to  the  Metal  Bridge  hostelry,  and  has, 
with  his  usual  generosity,  given  all  visitors  staying 
at  the  hotel  permission  to  fish  his  stretch  of  water 
free  of  charge.  In  addition  it  should  be  mentioned 
that  Mr.  Robinson  rents  nearly  all  the  net  fishing 
in  the  Eden,  and  possesses  aa  angling  right  over 
that  river  from  Carlisle  downwards,  a  distance  of 
close  upon  six  miles,  and  gives  all  visitors  the 
privilege  of  fishing  over  it.  In  Mr.  Gartner's 
opinion  the  Eden  is  scarcely  as  good  a  whiting  river 
as  the  Esk,  but  it  is  a  better  salmon  river  and  does 
not  close  until  a  fortnight  later  than  the  last-named 
water.  The  entire  stretch  of  that  division  of  the 
Eden  is  within  easy  distance  of  the  Metal  Bridge, 
which  is  seven  miles  from  Carlisle.  The  licence  to 
fish  for  the  season  is  21s.,  5s.  for  one  week,  and 
23.  Cd.  for  one  day.  Coming  to  the  Esk  again,  the 
names  of  the  best  angling  pools  below  Longtown 
might  possibly  be  of  service  to  strangers  :  Longtown 


Bridge  pool,  Wilkin's  pool.  Boxes,  Roost — a  grand 
pitch — Burnfoot  Flat,  JBirrell's  weir.  Sheep's  Wash, 
Long  pool,  Lynefoot  Corner,  Lynefoot  Flat,  Metal 
Bridge  pool — within  fifty  yards  of  the  hotel — and 
from  Metal  Bridge  to  Garriestown,  a  distance  of  a 
mile  and  a  half,  a  splendid  whiting  fishing  stretch. 
Among  the  letters  to  hand  is  a  very  interesting  one 
from  Mr.  J.  W.  Mason,  of  Old  Hall,  Rockliffe,  one 
of  the  keenest  anglers  in  the  North  of  England. 
Some  dozen  years  ago  when  I  was  making  a  raid 
on  the  Border,  I  had  the  privilege  of  meeting  this 
gentleman  at  the  famous  hostelry  at  the  "  Brig," 
and  when  we  parted  I  took  the  road  to  Carlisle 
with  the  impression  on  my  mind  that  what  Mr. 
Mason  did  not  know  about  angling,  more  especially 
on  his  favourite  river,  was  not  worth  worrying  about. 

I  gather  from  Mr.  Mason's  very  interesting  letter 
that  the  pools  from  Longbown  Bridge  are  as  much 
altered  within  the  last  few  years  as  the  fishing 
conditions  from  different  causes,  principally  from 
floods  in  winter  washing  the  gravel  down  and  the 
spring  tides  which  bring  the  sand  from  the  Solway. 
In  addition  to  those  natural  influences  the  work 
carried  out  on  the  bank  to  protect  the  land  has  in 
many  cases  altered  the  entire  course  of  the  river,  so 
that  some  of  the  pools  which  were  good  salmon 
pitches  some  years  ago  are  now  either  deep  log 
holes  or  gravel  beds.  Within  the  last  few  years 
dredging  in  the  Solway,  at  Annan,  has  loosened 
the  sand  and  made  it  easier  for  the  tides  to  shift 
about,  causing  more  sand  to  be  deposited  than 
there  used  to  be,  which,  of  course,  remains  until 
flooded  out  again.  One  splendid  pitch,  however, 
Wilkin's  pool,  has  remained  much  the  same  for  the 
last  ten  years,  but  the  Boxes  pool  has  become  con- 
siderably shallower  during  recent  years.  The 
Roost,  which  was  the  favourite  pool  of  the  late 
Mrs.  Gartner,  the  popular  hostess  of  the  Metal 
Bridge  Hotel,  has  altered  almost  out  of  all  recog- 
nition. From  being  a  shallow  stream  with  a  pool 
of  some  depth  at  the  bottom  it  is  now  a  long  and 
sluggish  deep  pool  all  the  way  down  to  Burnfoot 
Flat.  The  present  Birrell's  Weir  is  nearly  three 
hundred  yards  above  the  old  pool  of  that  name, 
and  has  taken  all  the  water  away  from  the  Iron 
Rail  Flat,  which  may  be  said  to  be  defunct.  The 
Sheep's  Wash  pool  is  also  a  great  deal  shallower 
on  account  of  being  spread  out  so  much,  and  the 
Long  pool  leading  into  Lynefoot  Corner  bids  fair 
once  more  to  be  a  good  salmon  pitch.  There  has 
been  a  good  deal  of  weiring  done  on  the  river  from 
Lynefoot  downwards  which  has  greatly  improved 
the  fishing,  and  when  the  herling  arrive,  which 
will  be  next  month,  good  sport  is  expected  on  all 
hands  in  the  Metal  Bridge  section  of  the  river, 
which  is  easily  fished  from  either  side,  as  there  is 
less  brushwood  than  is  the  case  in  many  of  the 
best  pitches  further  up  the  water. 

The  Nebherby  water  is  let  in  sections  to  private 
gentlemen  from  the  commencement  of  the  Thistle, 
at  Scotch  Dyke,  to  Lynefoot  pool,  so  that  there  is 
no  open  angling  practically  speaking  between  the 
Cauldron  pool  and  Longtown  Bridge,  in  what  was 
at  one  time  the  Netherby  reserved  water.  The 
best  monbhs  for  sea-trout  fishing  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Esk  are  June  and  July,  and  for 
herling  July  and  August.  Excellent  sport  may  be 
had  with  fly  and  a  very  light,  short  rod  close  to  the 
hotel.  In  the  season  over  a  dozen  herling  per  day 
may  easily  be  got,  with  an  odd  sea-trout  now  and 
then,  and  maybe  an  occasional  grilse.  Salmon 
fishing  is,  as  a  rule,  fairly  good  at  the  beginning  of 
August,  and  improves  on  to  the  end  of  the  season. 
Metal  Bridge  is  seven  miles  from  Carlisle  and 
about  three  miles  from  Longtown,  where  suitable 
flies  may  be  obtained  dressed  by  Mr.  Strong, 
Castle-street,  Carlisle,  and  Mr.  Raine,  Botchergate, 
Carlisle.  Comfortable  quarters  can  be  obtained  at 
the  Metal  Bridge  Hotel,  where  the  best  of  every- 
thing is  provided  with  a  liberal  hand.  The  famous 
old  hostelry  is  both  an  inn  and  a  farmhouse  com- 
bined, and  the  genial  landlord,  Mr.  Gartner,  who 
farms  his  own  land,  provides  his  guests  with  the 
produce  thereof,  not  the  least  among  the  items 
being  a  generous  supply  of  Cumberland  ham,  bred, 
reared,  and  cured  in  such  a  way  as  to  defy 
imitation  by  any  country  in  the  universe. 

By  the  way,  Gretna  Green,  where  in  the  long  ago 
many  clandestine  marriages  were  celebrated,  is 
only  about  three  miles  from  the  Metal  Bridge. 
But  I  cannot  say  whether  the  old  blacksmith  is 
still  on  hand  who,  at  one  time,  forged  and  rivetted 
the  fetters  which  bound  many  a  loving  couple 
together  till  King  Death  brought  about  a  final 
separation.  .  Gilnockie. 
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AN  UNWEOUGHT  TROUT 
FISHING  DISTRICT. 


When  I  read  pessimistic  accounts  of  our  rivers  I 
am  apt  to  recall,  with  a  certain  warmth  of  feeling, 
one  or  two  places  within  my  own  limited  ken 
where  the  wayfarer,  though  no  graduate  in  the  art 
piscatorial,  may  yet  rejoice  in  a  full  creel  of  bonny 
trout.  One  hesitates  to  impart  such  knowledge 
even  to  a  fellow  angler,  for  is  it  not  a  tangible 
heritage,  the  usufruct  of  a  territory,  a  blessed 
assurance  of  sport  ? 

There  is  a  trio  of  glens  very  dear  to  me.  They 
hold  part  of  the  Forfarshire  North  Esk ;  but,  being 
too  high  for  salmon,  are  neglected  by  those  blase 
sportsmen  whose  palates  nothing  short  of  a 
20-pounder  may  tickle.  The  glens  are  not  to  be 
reached  by  railway,  and  hardly  by  coach,  the  road 
being  designed  for  a  leisurely  and  primitive  traffic. 
By  railway  you  reach  the  pleasant  hamlet  of 
Edzell,  girt  by  flat  cornland,  but  with  a  tumbling 
river  in  a  sandstone  dell  at  each  side.  Thence  for 
the  nest  fifteen  miles  you  walk  up  the  glen  of  the 
Westwater — the  quietest  of  valleys — past  farm- 
houses at  first  and  one  little  clachan,  till  deep 
among  the  hills  the  glen  grows  so  narrow  that 
there  is  just  room  in  its  cleft  for  the  birk  shrouded 
river,  and  the  pathway  climbs  a  shoulder  of  the 
hill,  affording  tantalising  glimpses  of  likely  pools, 
which  may  be  passed,  only  because  ahead  there 
are  still  better.  In  solitude  you  cross  Stoneyford 
Bridge,  and  are  just  thinking  the  valley  inter- 
minable and  woefully  destitute  of  material  nourish- 
ment when  of  a  sudden  it  opens  out  into  the 
widest  and  breeziest  of  moorland  glens,  with  an 
illimitable  horizon  of  brown  heather  and  flashing 
streamlets,  and  yonder,  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  thrust 
between  two  glens,  is  the  goal  of  your  journey — 
the  sheep  farm  of  Waterhead — whither,  or  at  the 
adjoining  cottar  house,  you  may  obtain  such  rest 
and  good  cheer  as  will  fit  you  to  garner  the  harvest 
of  this  troutful  waste. 

It  seems  a  long  time  since  I  first  lighted  on 
Waterhead,  not  by  the  easy  glen  road  just 
described,  but  without  road  at  all,  across  the 
rigging  of  Mondurran  and  the  abutting  glens  of 
Koran  and  Callater,  fending  this  solitude  from 
the  green  vale  of  Strathmore  and  its  common- 
place prosperities,  which  we,  in  this  upland 
strath — this  step  on  the  grand  staircase  to 
an  infinity  of  angling  leism-e — regard  askance. 
Descending  Mondurran  I  touched  the  Corscarrie 
burn  just  where  the  entering  Glansie  makes  two 
small  cascades  and  a  sure  pool  for  fish.  Footsore, 
yet  with  much  glee,  I  hied  me  down  the  grassy 
track  by  the  burn,  peering  into  each  crystal  pool 
and  noting  with  surprise  the  innumerable  trout, 
glancing  at  the  ruined  homesteads — reminiscent  of 
a  harsh  system  of  land  tenure — that  sadly  litter 
the  green  valley,  wishful  to  reach  the  corner  of 
the  hill  where  for  certain  at  the  cottar  house  a 
hearty  welcome  awaited  mc.  Folk  becalmed  were 
those  to  whom  a  visitor  meant  a  breath  of  air  from 
that  outer  world,  so  infinitely  interesting  to  them 
who  viewed  it  only  as  spectators  ;  and  I  must  sit 
and  gossip  and  tell  much  news  personal  and 
general  before  duty  claimed  my  hosts  and  left  me 
free  to  sample  the  rivers.  It  wanted  but  an  hour 
from  tcatime,  and  I  was  bid  be  not  late.  So 
catching  up  rod  and  creel  I  ran  down  the  rough 
path  to  the  ford,  not  fifty  yards  off,  and  set  to 
work.  Now,  as  a  rule,  there  is  scant  use  in  fishing 
a  ford,  but  this  was  one  merely  in  potentiality  ;  in 
practice  not  once  a  week  did  a  cart  cross  it  to  scare 
the  trout  from  its  clean,  swift  stream.  As  I  let 
the  line  float  over  it,  more  by  way  of  straightening 
out  the  flies  than  with  expectation  of  fish,  there 
was  a  reckless  leap  and  a  three-ounce  trout  spluttered 
noisily  ashore.  Then,  facing  up  the  broad,  brown 
glen  of  the  Saughs,  I  tried  a  few  casts  in  the  nearer 
pools.  Within  half-an-hour  I  had  nine  trout,  the 
largest  some  six  ounces.  They  did  not  rise  at  every 
cast,  indeed  seemed  in  no  rising  humour,  for  the 
river  was  innocent  of  dimples  ;  but  in  each  likely 
place  I  got  just  one  trout  who  came  to  the  fly 
with  precision  and  held  with  tenacity.  Delighted 
with  Saughs  I  ran  across  the  skirt  of  the  hill  to 
Corscarrie,  intent  on  testing  one  or  two  of  its 
crystal  pots  before  tea  and  concomitant  gossip. 
Corscarrie  has  a  rocky  bed,  and  its  depths  have  a 
greenish  tint  quite  different  from  the  bronzy 
shimmer  of  Saughs;  the  trout,  I  found,  were  lighter 
in  colour — beautifully  tinted,  with  bright,  golden 
sides,  broad  shoulders,  and  smallish  heads. 


Towards  sunset  I  sauntered  down  to  a  big  pool 
in  the  Westwater  (whicli  name  Saughs  assumes 
on  receipt  of  Corscarrie)  and  let  the  occasional 
capture  of  a  trout  season  the  chiirm  of  the  land- 
scape. The  ruddy  light  tinged  the  river,  the 
schistose  boulders,  and  presumably  myself ;  but 
already  the  wooded  face  of  the  hill  and  the  farm- 
house at  its  base  wore  in  a  shadow  that  lengthened 
swiftly  between  the  glowing  glens  of  Saughs  and 
Corscarrie.  There  was  a  witchery  in  the  scene 
(aided,  no  doubt,  by  the  rising  trout)  which 
suggested  poetry ;  but  the  sport  interrupted  the 
rhymes,  and  when  at  twilight  I  gave  over  fishing 
the  air  had  become  chilly  and  quite  spoilt  the 
inspiration. 

That  was  the  first  of  many  delightful  days.  No 
one  fished  but  me.  The  shepherds,  unless  the 
water  were  in  spate,  cared  not  for  such  contem- 
plative sport.  A  shot  at  the  rabbits  or  an  excursion 
into  a  more  populous  part  of  the  country,  where 
might  be  lasses,  seemed  to  them  much  more  desir- 
able recreations.  The  shooting  tenants  were  not 
due  for  six  weeks,  and  did  not,  moreover,  resent 
the  presence  of  an  errant  angler.  I  would  be  a 
whole  day  among  the  hills  and  see  never  a  face  nor 
think  of  returning  till  the  basket  grew  uncomfortably 
heavy. 

Once  lying  down  in  peaceful  contemplation 
beside  the  Duskintry — a  burn  that  rose  in  a  higher 
valley  and,  in  joining  the  Saughs,  threw  itself  over 
a  series  of  rocks  some  four  hundred  feet  high — I 
fell  asleep  and  so  remained  till  the  chill  of  sunset 
awoke  me.  There  were  many  "  everens "  about 
(which,  indeed,  had  contributed  to  my  inertness) — 
a  pleasant  fruit,  not  unlike  a  rude  strawberry, 
unsweetened,  and  beautif3'ing  the  brown  hillsides 
with  its  tufts  of  green  and  crimson.  The  Duskintry 
was  always  good  for  eight  dozen  trout ;  but  the 
pools  at  its  inflow,  which  ought  to  have  held  big 
fish,  were  curiously  unproductive.  I  anathematised 
them  to  my  hostess,  who  wished  me  to  share 
her  admiration  of  the  falls.  "  Ah  !  "  said  she, 
turning  to  her  guidman,  "  he  has  nae  e'e  for 
the  picterskew."  The  which  was  a  libel ;  but 
it  will  never  do  to  give  way  to  artistic  senti- 
ment before  the  matives  of  a  place.  They,  of 
mind  prosaic,  receive  one's  raptures  with  a 
depressing  apathy,  not  to  say  contempt.  Beyond 
the  Duskintry  I  could  see  day  after  day  a  shining 
cairn  of  quartzite,  whose  romantic  story  and 
imaginative  possibilities  afforded  me  more  spiritual 
solace  than  a  volume  of  poetry.  Nor  is  its  essence 
inappropriate  here  more  than  in  my  thoughts  as  I 
whipped  the  pool  at  the  foot  of  the  burn  from 
Donald  Young's  shank.  Some  two  centuries  ago 
the  Badenoch  people,  being  short  of  meat,  made  a 
raid  on  the  Braes  of  Angus,  and  from  the  quiet 
parish  of  Fearn  took  away  such  beeves  as  they 
deemed  worthy  of  transport.  This  in  the  mirk  of 
a  Sunday  night,  and  next  morning  there  was  a 
great  cry  among  the  Fearn  folk,  for  the  byres  were 
tenantless  and  milk  for  the  porridge  was  not  to  be 
bad.  Now  certain  of  the  Fearners  would  have 
dispensed  with  milk  rather  than  risk  life  and  limb 
in  the  uncanny  chase  of  kilted  reivers  ;  but  the 
young  men  had  no  such  scruples,  and  mustering 
all  the  weapons  of  the  community,  set  off  in 
pursuit.  Next  morning  in  the  grey  of  dawn  they 
came  upon  the  caterans  on  the  mossy  plateau  of 
the  infant  Saughs,  roasting  an  ox  by  means  of  the 
great  roots  (remains  of  a  primitive  forest)  which 
interlace  the  mosshags.  A  battle  followed,  but 
the  Fearners  having  prudently  got  in  a  volley 
before  their  presence  was  discovered,  slaughtered 
the  reivers  to  a  man.  One,  Donald  Young,  sore 
wounded,  fled  down  the  Saughs,  but  fell,  and  was 
cruelly  slain  on  the  hill  above  Duskintry.  In  after- 
time  a  shepherd  of  uncommon  energy  com- 
memorated the  thing  by  raising  a  pillar  of  white 
spar  in  honour  of  the  deceased.  "  Donald  Young's 
prop  "it  is  called  to  this  day,  and  the  hill  of 
sepulture  is  the  shank  of  that  ilk.  In  these  days 
of  emulous  sport  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  cattle- 
lifting  has  gone  out  of  fashion.  It  was  a  gentle- 
manly mode  of  theft,  much  esteemed  by  the 
northern  aristocracy  as  a  stimulating,  athletic,  and 
intellectual  recreation.  They  now  regard  exclusive 
salmon  fishing  and  deer  stalking  as  cognate  sub- 
stitutes. 

Memorable  to  me  are  the  evenings  in  the 
shepherd's  house.  The  old  man  lit  his  pipe  and 
talked  in  a  quiet  way  of  the  things  he  saw  and  had 
seen  among  the  hills.  His  thought  was  foreign 
to  towns  and  to  life  in  the  plains.  Among  the 
heather  he  never  tired,  but  a  "  made  "  road  hurt 


his  feet.  lie  had  no  liking  for  sport.  He  never 
handled  rod  or  gim,  but  the  ways  of  wild  creatm:es 
interested  him  greatly.  His  wife  had  a  less  restful 
nature.  She  hungered  for  human  contact,  and  was 
full  of  curiosity  as  to  the  doings  of  the  outside 
world,  whose  ways  she  had  much  pondered,  and 
for  whose  betterment  she  had  many  theories.  No 
lamp  was  lit ;  we  would  sit  talking  until  the  red 
glow  of  the  peats  shone  on  our  faces  and  on  the 
bright  ware  of  the  kitchen-rack.  I  never  smell 
peat  reek  without  recalling  that  softly  radiant 
hearth. 

I  have  been  at  Saughs  many  times  since  then. 
The  trout  vary  in  their  humour,  but  there  is  always 
a  heavy  creel  at  even.  The  scarred  hillsides  have 
a  known  and  friendly  look ;  the  brown,  swirling 
pools  above  Duskintry  call,  as  ever,  for  the  neatest 
casting,  and  allow  delicate  play  of  the  bigger  fish 
that  lie  there.  Perhaps  no  very  high  degree  of  skill 
is  necessary,  nor  are  the  trout  of  the  biggest ;  but 
sport  is  certain,  and  skill  is  never  wasted  ;  and 
in  the  marvellous  purity  of  the  air  there  is  an 
exhilaration  surpassing  that  of  wine. 

George  A.  ^Iaokay, 

THE  LATEST  VISITOR  TO 
LOCH  LEVEN. 

THE  STORY  OF  A  CANADIAN  WATER  PEST. 

On  many  parts  of  Loch  Leven,  fishing  this 
season  is  almost  a  matter  of  impossibility  owing 
to  the  dense  growths  of  Canadian  water-weed 
(Anacharis  alsinastrum),  which  have  choked  up 
the  shallows  and  have  converted  them  into  long 
stretches  of  sub-aquatic  vegetation  reaching  almost 
to  the  surface.  The  weed  has  also  spread  to  the 
moderate  depths,  the  result  being  that  the  anglers 
who  visit  the  celebrated  loch  are  complaining  of 
the  smallness  of  their  catches,  owing  to  the  number 
of  fish  which,  after  they  are  hooked,  make  their 
escape  by  boring  down  into  the  nearest  bed  of 
anacharis,  and  thus  placing  a  strain  upon  the 
tackle  which  it  is  unable  to  withstand.  It  is  satis- 
factory to  learn  that  every  possible  endeavour  is 
being  made  by  systematic  cutting  and  wholesale 
removal  to  keep  the  pest  within  reasonable  limits. 
These  efforts  have,  however,  so  far  been  without 
any  permanent  effect  in  checking  its  growth,  and 
they  are  likely  to  continue  so  until  one  thing  has 
happened,  when  the  weed  will  gradually  die  away 
and  Loch  Leven  will  know  it  no  more. 

Of  all  the  plants  which  grow  in  British  waters 
the  anacharis  is  far  and  away  the  most  hardy  and 
difficult  to  eliminate.  When  once  it  has  established 
itself  in  a  suitable  locality  it  is  impossible  to 
eradicate  it  by  any  artificial  means  short  of  draining 
off  the  water  and  burning  the  soil.  As  an  instance 
of  its  tenacity  I  can  cite  the  case  of  a  fountain 
with  a  large  concreted  basin,  in  which  it  grew  with 
a  too  pronounced  luxuriance,  and  which,  after 
being  emptied  for  several  weeks,  was  thoroughly 
scrubbed  out  with  a  hot  solution  of  salt  and  was  then 
allowed  to  lie  dry  for  another  j)eriod  before  being 
refilled  in  the  hope  of  getting  rid  of  it.  By  the 
end  of  the  summer  it  was  as  thick  as  ever  it  had 
been,  and,  although  the  scrubbing  and  drying 
operations  were  repeated  several  times,  the  super- 
intendent of  the  gardens,  under  whose  charge  the 
fountain  was,  and  who  has  left  a  name  behind  him 
as  one  of  the  greatest  of  our  British  botanical 
authors,  was  forced  to  own  that  he  was  beaten  by 
the  quiet  persistence  of  the  new  Canadian 
immigrant. 

The  exact  manner  in  which  the  anacharis 
reached  this  country  appears  to  be  enveloped  in 
uncertainty.  There  are  writers — but  I  am  inclined 
to  the  opinion  that  they  are  gentlemen  of  a  very 
imaginative  turn  of  mind — who  assert  definitely 
that  it  was  brought  over  from  Canada  or  from  the 
northern  part  of  America  in  a  cargo  of  timber. 
So  far,  however,  as  I  have  been  able  to  trace  its 
history,  I  think  that  there  is  no  doubt  that  at  some 
time  in  the  early  thirties  it  was  introduced  here  by 
an  enthusiastic  scientist,  whose  name  has  not  been 
handed  down  to  posterity,  as  a  curious  and  in- 
teresting botanical  specimen,  and  a  few  sprays 
were  presented  to  the  Botanical  Gardens  at  Kew, 
Oxford,  and  Cambridge.  As  nothing  was  then 
known  of  its  habits,  it  was  placed  under  glass,  and, 
favoured  by  the  high  temperature  of  the  houses,  it 
grew  at  such  an  abnormal  rate  that  the  gardeners, 
in  self-defence,  were  compelled  to  trim  it  down  to 
reasonable  limits.  Each  of  these  places  are  situated 
on  the  banks  of  a  river,  and  the  natural  inference 
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is  that  the  clippings  mixed  with  other  rubbish  thus 
found  their  way  into  English  waters.  This  assump- 
tion is  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  the  appearance 
of  the  anacharis  was  recorded  almost  simultaneously 
in  the  eastern  counties  and  in  the  Thames  Valley, 
and  where,  not  long  afterwards,  general  conster- 
nation was  caused  by  the  virulence  of  its  growth, 
which  choked  up  the  ditches  and  streams  in  a 
truly  appalling  fashion. 

The  Oxford  Botanic  Gardens  abut  on  the  Cherwell 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  junction  of 
that  picturesque  little  river  with  the  Thames  just 
below  Folley  Bridge.  The  anacharis  would,  there- 
fore, in  the  natural  order  of  things,  go  down 
stream,  and  as  at  that  time  there  was  a  considerable 
barge  traffic  between  Oxford  and  Lechlade,  broken 
fragments  of  the  weed  were  no  doubt  caught  by 
the  sheathing  of  the  barges  and  so  carried  to  the 
upper  Thames,  while  so  far  as  the  mid  reaches  are 
concerned,  a  similar  thing  would  happen  through 
the  beds  formed  in  the  vicinity  of  Kew  by  the 
trimmings  of  the  plant  originally  thrown  away  from 
the  botauic  gai'dens  there.  In  no  other  way  is  it 
possible  to  account  for  the  presence  of  the  anacharis 
hO  suddenly  and  spontaneously  along  the  whole 
length  of  the  Thames  Valley.  This  is  the  view 
taken  by  the  late  Mr.  Benjamin  Robinson,  head 
gardener  to  Wadham  College  at  Oxford,  and  who, 
while  on  a  ramble  along  the  banks  of  the  Oxford 
Canal,  discovered  the  first  plant  of  anacharis 
found  growing  wild  in  England.  If  my  memory 
serves  me  correctly  he  noticed  it  in  the  canal,  near 
Louse  Lock,  a  pound  which  gains  its  loathsome 
title  from  being  cut  through  the  site  of  an  ancient 
public-house  bearing  the  sign  of  "  The  Three 
Lice."  As  my  acquaintance  with  East  Anglia  is 
exceedingly  limited  and  extends  to  its  towns  rather 
than  its  waterways,  I  am  unable  to  say  how  far 
what  I  have  advanced  concerning  the  appearance 
of  the  anacharis  along  the  Thames  Valley  applies 
to  the  eastern  counties,  but,  be  that  as  it  may,  it  is 
beyond  question  that  the  responsibility  for  its 
introduction  into  that  district  rests  on  the  shoulders 
of  the  then  superintendent  of  the  Cambridge 
University  Botanic  Gardens. 

Fortunately,  although  the  smallest  fragment  of 
the  anacharis  which  contains  a  whorl  of  leaves,  or 
a  joint  without  foliage,  will  send  out  roots  and 
speedily  develop  into  a  mass,  the  rate  at  which  it 
grows  soon  exhausts  the  soil,  and  causes  first  the 
attenuation  and  then  the  total  disappearance  of 
the  plant.  If,  however,  the  soil  is  dug  up,  another 
growth  will  spring  up  and  flourish  until  in  its  turn 
it  dies  away  from  sheer  exhaustion.  Some  two 
years  ago  business  called  me  to  the  Oxford  district, 
where,  when  I  was  a  youngster,  we  were  great 
sufferers  from  the  encroachments  of  this  vegetable 
pest.  Here  it  had  become  almost  as  scarce  as  it  was 
formerly  plentiful,  but  on  the  edges  of  deeps  along 
the  Botanic  Gardens,  where  dredging  had  recently 
been  going  on,  at  about  the  point  at  which,  some 
eighty  years  previously,  the  first  cuttings  had  been 
thrown  into  the  Cherwell,  it  was  flourishing  pro- 
fusely and  with  all  its  wonted  vigour.  On  a  further 
search  I  also  met  with  well-developed  growths  at 
various  points  in  the  Thames  above  and  below 
Folley  Bridge,  where  there  were  evidences  that  the 
dredgers  had  been  at  work,  but  away  from  these 
signs  of  extinction  by  exhaustion  were  apparent 
everywhere. 

With  a  plant  possessing  such  wonderful  vitality 
and  powers  of  reproduction  the  worst  policy  that 
can  be  followed  by  any  fishery  owner  is  to  cut  it 
or  in  any  way  to  interfere  with  it.  The  bulk  of 
the  beds  may  be  temporarily  cleared  away,  but  they 
will  spring  up  again  in  renewed  strength,  while  the 
fragments  broken  off'  by  the  passage  of  the  knife 
only  float  away  and  form  the  nucleus  of  new 
growths,  and  thus  the  mischief  is  increased  rather 
than  remedied.  It  is,  of  course,  a  most  dishearten- 
ing thing  to  have  a  choice  stretch  of  water  choked 
up  and  spoiled  in  such  a  manner,  but  as  the 
anacharis  has  come  to  grow,  grow  it  will,  in 
defiance  of  every  force  that  can  be  brought  against 
it,  and  therefore  tlie  only  thing  the  disconsolate 
fishery  owner  can  do  is  to  bear  his  soul  in  patience 
until  the  excessive  demands  of  the  Canadian  alien 
upon  the  ground  it  has  taken  its  hold  in,  work  out 
its  own  Nemesis.  G.  E.  Simms. 


Orikntal  Hooks  formerly  issued  l)y  W.  n.  Alien  and  Co.,  now 
pulilished  by  .Sampson  Low,  Maraton  and  Co.,  Limited,  St 
Dnnstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  rulilishers  to  tlie  India 
OfBoe.— A  Catalooub  of  tliese  Text  Hool^s,  Class  BooliB,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  Qovernment  Publications  can  be  had  od 
appUcatloD, 


BEITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


The  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  have  brought 
out  a  scheme  for  the  affiliation  of  local  sea  fishing 
clubs,  of  which  the  prijicipal  features  are  : — 

Upon  payment  of  a  small  subscription  to  the 
funds  of  the  society  it  undertakes  to  put  the  local 
club  in  connection  with  all  the  society's  local 
agents  and  registered  boatmen,  and  with  the 
hotels  and  boarding-houses  on  its  lists. 

It  will  also  supply  the  information  as  to  places 
and  times  for  sea  fishing,  and  a  number  of  other 
matters  which  has  been  compiled  by  the  society 
during  the  ten  years  of  its  existence,  and  it  will 
give  each  alliliated  club  a  medal  or  medals  for 
annual  competition. 

The  members  of  affiliated  clubs  will  have  the 
entree  to  the  society's  meetings  other  than  those 
held  for  business  purposes,  and  to  the  enter- 
tainments. 

London  fishing  clubs  are  not  eligible  for 
affiliation. 

The  society  has  also  a  scheme  for  local  branches. 
In  these  cases  a  reduced  subscription  is  payable  to 
the  society  by  each  member  which  entitles  him  to 
full  membership  of  the  society  with  all  its  advan- 
tages, including  the  railway  concessions  and  the 
right  of  competing  for  the  society's  challenge  cups 
and  other  prizes. 


THE  LAKES  OF  PLITVICE 
(CROATIA). 


"  Thuly,  this  beauty  is  unique  in  Europe  1  " 

— The  Archduke  Joseph,  1894. 

These  are  the  only  European  lakes  joined 
together  by  cascades.  Thirteen  lakes  connected 
by  thirty  waterfalls,  and  surrounded  by  perfectly 


fairy-like  landscapes.  They  are  about  2000  feet 
above  sea-level,  amidst  green-wooded  hills,  and 
behind  the  hills  are  mountains  rising  to  nearly 
4000  feet  altitude.  Along  the  lake  shores  are 
charming  walks,  stalactite  grottoes,  some  really 
large  caves,  good  villas,  and  a  capital  hotel. 
The  climate  is  excellent,  and  the  waters  of  the 
lakes  abound  in  trout ;  crayfish  along  the  banks 
innumerable.  The  country  is  fertile,  and  pro- 
visions of  all  kinds  plentiful  and  very  low  priced. 
Labour,  too,  is  very  cheap. 

The  access  from  Vienna  {via  Agram),  Buda- 
Pesth,  or  Fiume  is  by  the  Hungarian  State  Railway 
to  Ogulin,  thence  (in  the  summer  months)  by 
automobile  diligence  to  the  hotel  at  the  lakes. 
This  hotel  is  managed  by  the  proprietors  of  the 
new  Hotel  Hungaria  at  Fiume.  At  Ogulin  is 
another  good  hotel — the  Plitvice — for  those  who 
wish  to  travel  leisurely  or  pleasantly  break  their 
journey.  Travellers  from  Italy  go  by  comfortable 
steamers  from  Ancona  or  Venice  to  Fiume,  thence 
by  rail  to  Ogulin,  or  by  steamer  to  Zengg,  and  on 
by  carriages  to  the  Plitvice  Lakes.  From  Dalmatia 
or  Abbazia  the  same  route  to  Zengg  or  to  Ogulin 
(via  Fiume). 

From  Bosnia  tourists  go  by  rail  to  Bosnischhovi 
and  onward  by  carriages  (through  Belhac)  to  the 
lakes. 

The  hotel  at  the  lakes  is  open  all  the  year  ;  the 
summer  season  is  from  .Tune  1.5  to  October.  All 
information  can  be  obtained  about  hotel  terms, 
modes  of  travel,  etc.,  by  addressing  the  Vereins 
Hotel,  Plitvice  Lakes,  Croatia. 

Canoii  Weber  (who  visited  these  lakes  in  1860) 
wrote  : — "  Comparing  this  Plitvice  scenery  with 
the  scenery  of  other  places  which  have  a  world- 
wide renown  we  appreciate  at  once  the  power  of 
the  Press  I    It  can  turn  darknesB  into  light,  and 


light  into  darkness  1  This  giant  of  landscapes, 
Plitvice,  which  crowns  himself  with  a  thousand 
wondrous  pictures  of  all  kinds,  frorrr  the  sweetest 
visions  to  the  utmost  grandeur,  is  unknown  to 
humanity  the  world  over,  because  no  man  has  yet 
written  about  Plitvice  Lakes." 

Professor  Frischaut  writes  : — "  These  Plitvice 
Lakes  are  certainly  unique.  No  lake  pictures  in  our 
German  Alps  can  compare  with  them.  Repeated 
visits  do  not  dull  the  charm  of  the  first  impression." 
After  describing  the  sylvan  beauties  of  the  upper 
lakes,  he  continues : — "  Turning  a  few  steps  to  the 
left  we  come  suddenly  upon  a  prospect  of  stupendous 
grandeur.  Before  us  lies  a  deep  rock-cauldron  with 
high  precipitous  rocky  walls ;  it  is  the  beginning 
of  the  torrent  Korana.  In  two  cataracts  near 
together  on  the  west  side  the  Plitvice  river  plunges 
into  the  grand  gorge,  while  on  the  other  side  the 
Plitvice  Lakes  tumble  down  in  a  semi-circle  of 
cascades  into  the  boiling,  spray-covered  torrent." 

Colonel. 


UNNECESSARY  CRUELTY. 


A  FEW  days  ago  a  little  carriage  drawn  by  a 
much-belled  pair  of  ponies  and  driven  by  a  coach- 
man resplendent  ia  a  blue,  silver-laced  jacket, 
scarlet  waistcoat,  and  tall,  glazed,  black  hat,  drew 
up  at  my  front  door  in  the  early  hours  of  a  most 
desirable  morning.  Presently  three  sane  and 
sound  people — to  wit,  mj'self,  my  wife,  and  my 
daugliter — were  whirling  merrily  along  the  level 
road  towards  the  glorious  mountains  that  lay  a  few 
miles  to  the  south,  stretching,  a  mighty  barrier, 
from  the  restless  Atlantic  to  the  tideless  sea. 
Three  little  rods,  a  heavy  basket  of  "  stores  and 
medical  comforts,"  and  sundry  rugs  and  books, 
constituted  our  arms  and  baggage  train,  while  our 
ammunition  squirmed  about  in  chunks  of  damp 
green  moss,  in  pink  and  happy  igoorance  of  their 
coming  fate.  Our  destination  was  the  little  foot- 
hills of  the  great  range,  where  every  gorge  and 
miniature  valley  held  a  brawling  brooklet,  and  tbe 
pollard  oaks  gave  grateful  shade  to  the  mountain 
sheep  that  mooned  amid  the  bracken. 

Full  well  I  knew  these  little  brooks  and  their 
denizens  —  trout,  some  of  M'hom  at  least  were 
fitted  to  adorn  a  grown-up  stream.  These  were 
the  cunning  ones  that  lay  in  the  deep  rock  holes 
under  the  friendly  shelter  of  the  overhanging  trees 
and  bushes  that  formed  at  once  their  shade  and 
safeguard  from  anything  but  the  "  garden  fly." 
Often  had  I  with  infinite  care  and  trouble  succeeded 
in  manoeuvring  a  worm-clad  Stewart  tackle  into 
the  imitation  Niagaras  at  the  head  of  these  holes, 
and  been  rewarded.  Each  pool  held  one  fish.  I 
never  got  more  the  same  day,  but  come  again  a 
week  later  and  you  would  find  a  fresh  set  of 
inhabitants,  and  the  holes  were  legion.  It  was 
not  exactly  sport,  but  as  a  means  of  disposing  of 
an  hour  or  two  in  a  picnic  it  was  admirable, 
especially  for  the  ladies — those  at  least  who  had 
conquered  their  fear  of  the  ammunition. 

This,  then,  was  our  programme.  First,  a  charming 
drive  in  the  sweet  cool  morning  for  some  six  miles 
or  so,  and  then  away  with  the  carriage  home  again, 
to  return  and  fetch  us  at  seven.  A  little  camp 
under  the  trees,  a  little  fishing,  a  little  gathering 
of  wild  flowers,  a  little  reading  perhaps,  and  then, 
what  ho  !  the  luncheon  basket. 

After  these  severe  exertions,  a  little  snooze,  a 
little  pipe,  more  reading,  fishing,  and  fooling,  and 
then  away  home  again  in  the  glorious  evening 
behind  the  merry  bells.  This  was  the  dream,  a 
jolly  one  enough,  and  the  cost  of  the  carriage — 
five  shillings,  or  its  French  equivalent — the  only 
expense,  and  what  could  one  want  more  ?  Now 
hearken  to  the  reality. 

The  camp  was  duly  made,  the  carriage  rattled 
away,  and  we  found  ourselves  in  solitude,  for  farms 
are  few  and  far  between  in  these  regions.  Pre- 
sently we  are  at  work.  There  are  two  brooks  here 
running  close  to  each  other,  and  they  join  a  hun- 
dred yards  down.  The  wife  works  up  one,  the  kid 
the  other,  while  I  go  down  below  the  junction, 
meaning  to  work  back  to  camp. 

Soon  I  hear  a  shout  from  the  wife ;  she  has  got 
a  fish,  a  monster  tuna,  a  very  tarpon  in  size  if  her 
joyous  cackles  are  to  be  believed,  and  I  know  it 
must  weigh  nigh  a  quarter  of  a  pound.  Then 
I  aimex  one  and  then  another,  and  then  as  I 
scramble  on  to  a  big  boulder  that  lies  in  my  path, 
crack  goes  my  left  knee,  without  the  slightest 
reason  an  far  as  I  can  see,  and  I  collapse  on  to  my. 
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situpon,  sick  and  shaking  with  pain.  Presently  I 
pull  myself  together,  and  having  seen  and  suffered 
things  in  many  yesirs  of  following  the  drum,  I  soon 
ascertain  that  my  knee  is  dislocated  and  that  I  am 
helpless.  But  I  will  skip  the  rest ;  how  at  last  a 
man  was  unearthed  who  would  go  and  bring  out 
the  carriage  ;  how  I  found  that  I  had  sat  upon 
an  ants'  nest,  and  the  painful  drag  away  from 
the  vicinity  of  their  vicious  little  nippers ;  the 
long,  long  wait  and  the  jolting  homeward  drive ; 
the  subsequent  straightening  out  of  joiuts  and  re- 
arrangement of  misplaced  and  torn  tendons,  all 
this  is  of  no  interest,  but  it  explains  why  I  am 
lying  on  my  back  with  splints  on  my  leg  and  an 
iceberg  on  my  knee,  wondering  how  much  per  head 
those  three  trout  work  out  at  when  all  is  paid  and 
]  done  with.  I  am  also  moved  to  consider  the  vast 
'  amount  of  pain  that  we  inflict  in  pursuit  of  our 
I  sports,  and  ask  all  those  who  read  these  notes  to 
ponder  the  question.  First  of  all,  I  wonder  how 
many  fishermen  knock  their  fish  on  the  head,  as 
everybody  should  do,  before  putting  them  in  the 
basket  ?  I  am  quite  aware  that  we  all  swear  we 
do ;  and  yet  when  fish  are  well  on,  and  the  rise 
may  be  short,  I  very  much  fear  that  even  that  brief 
second  is  grudged,  and  the  little  tap,  the  crowning 
mercy,  omitted. 

A  man  who  does  not  wada  ha?  absolutely  no 
excuse  at  all.  He  can  free  his  hands  by  putting 
down  his  rod,  and  if  he  does  drop  a  fish  he  has  but 
to  pick  it  up  again.  But  with  the  man  in  the 
current  it  is  different.  He  says  :  "  I  have  my  rod 
in  one  hand  and  my  net  in  the  other.  It's  hard 
enough  to  unhook  a  fish  and  slip  him  down  the 
hole  under  these  conditions.  But  I  must  hold  him 
up  with  one  hand  and  hit  him  with  the  other.  If 
I  simply  hold  him  and  try  to  hit  his  head  against 
my  rod,  I  stand  a  good  chance  of  his  slipping 
through  my  fingers  as  I  do  it,  and  losing  fish  and 
fly  as  well  perhaps,  and  of  course  I  can't  wade  to 
bark  for  every  fish." 

To  this  I  can  only  say,  "  Oh  !  my  friend,  be 
humane  even  if  you  do  lose  a  fish  or  two." 

Personally,  I  may  say  that  I  have  my  own, 
probably  very  clumsy,  method,  and  that  I  do  lose 
many  fish  in  practising  it,  and  I  wonder  if  some 
better  man  than  myself  will  tell  us  the  correct  and 
mo  it  practical  way  of  unhooking  and  killing  a  fish 
when  wading,  especially  when  using  a  net  on  the 
end  of  a  wading  staff  which  you  must  hold  in  your 
hand  all  the  time,  as  is  often  the  case  in  rough  and 
dangerous  waters,  when  you  are  the  wrong  side  of 
forty  as  I  am.    I  hope  so. 

The  lowly  worm  also  deserves  your  consideration. 
It  is  so  easy  to  stun  him  ere  you  crucify  him,  and 
lor  his  legitimate  use  in  running  water,  from  a  trout 
fisher's  point  of  view,  stunned  or  wriggling  he  is 
equally  acceptable  to  the  fish.  In  fact  he  lies  out 
On  the  Stewart  tackle  better  stunned  than  other- 
wise. For  still  waters  I  believe  he  is  supposed  to 
be  effective  only  when  in  the  throes  of  a  cruel 
death.  I  don't  know.  I  have  no  experience.  But 
if  such  is  the  idea  among  those  wlio  use  him  thus 
then  he  must  suffer,  poor  ceature,  and  suffer  to  the 
end  of  time,  for  nothing  said  or  written  by  mortal 
man  can  help  him,  of  that  I  feel  sure. 

Lately  I  saw  in  the  courtyard  of  a  man's  house 
a  sort  of  parrot's  cross-perch,  at  each  end  of  which 
was  a  doleful  looking  wood-pigeon.  On  examination 
I  found  that  they  were  tethered  by  the  legs  to  the 
bar,  and  that  both  were  blind. 

Their  owner,  a  little  brute  of  a  Frenchman,  was 
very  proud  of  them.  He  had  caught  them  in  nets 
during  their  annual  migration  eleven  years  ago,  and 
put  out  thoir  eyes  with  a  needle  !  He  used  them 
as  decoys,  and  twice  a  year  for  about  a  month  at  a 
time  he  daily,  from  dawn  to  dusk,  fixed  the  perch 
in  a  tall  tree  top.  He  had  strings  to  their  legs, 
which  he  violently  jerked,  causing  the  poor  brutes 
to  flutter  although  they  could  not  leave  the  perch 
to  which  they  were  tethered.  But  as  this  is 
shooting  and  not  fishing,  I  won't  explain  the  opera- 
tion ;  suffice  it  for  my  purpose  to  ask  you  to  picture 
eleven  years  of  blindness,  never  loosed  from  a 
perch,  and  daily  for  two  months  in  the  year  con- 
tinually jerked  at  the  end  of  a  string,  not  to  mention 
the  initial  cruelty.  Hundreds  of  these  sufferers 
are  to  be  found  in  the  villages  along  the  mountains, 
for  the  great  migrations  pass  along  their  valleys. 
One  more  instance,  again,  happily,  not  British,  and 
I  have  done. 

My  daughter,  a  child,  said  to  me  yesterday, 
"  Dad,  I  saw  a  man  fishing  in  a  little  pond,  and  I 
went  to  look,  and  he  was  catching  frogs,  using  a 
red  rag  as  bait.    They  caught  their  clawn  Jn  it. 


But,  oh!  it  was  dreadful;  he  strung  thciu  on  a 
wire  through  their  eyes  1  and  they  were  jumping 
up  and  down  it.  I  ran  away  when  I  saw  what  it 
was." 

Of  course  it  was  all  she  could  do,  but  I  felt  it 
hard  luok  to  be  tied  to  bed,  for  assuredly  that  man 
would  have  had  a  lesson  in  humanity  could  I  have 
got  at  him,  doubtless  ending  in  my  appearance, 
before  the  Commissaire  de  Police. 

When  I  think  of  those  pigeons  and  frogs  I  feel 
that  my  "  busted  "  knee  must  be  almost  a  pleasant 
thing  to  undergo. 

But  scribbling  on  one's  back  is  weary  work,  and  I 
doubt  our  kindly  editor  being  able  to  make  head 
or  tail  of  my  pencil  screed.    I  wonder. 

"  Oyster." 


A  JULY  SALMON. 


In  many  rivers  in  the  north,  particularly  the 
Tay,  Dee,  and  Spey,  there  is  a  distinct  and  well 
marked  migration  of  salmon  known  as  the  July 
run.  They  come  with  the  grilse.  They  vary  from 
eleven  to  fifteen  pounds,  and,  when  fresh  up  from 
the  sea,  are  "  game  to  the  heels,"  and  give  as  keen 
a  bit  of  play  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  angling  world, 
or  elsewhere  for  that  matter. 

As  the  latter  half  of  June  and  the  early  half  of 
July  are  usually  the  driest  periods  of  the  year  in  the 
north,  the  rivers  are  then  at  their  lowest  fishable 
ebb;  and,  although  they  may  be  still  lower  in 
August  and  September,  yet  little  angling,  and 
especially  for  salmon  or  grilse,  is  done  then  com- 
pared with  the  close  of  June  and  the  grilse  period 
of  J uly,  when  summer  sport  may  be  said  to  be  at 
its  very  best.  These  clear  waters  need  deep  wading 
and  far  and  fine  casting  to  ensure  a  rise,  and  it  is 
then  that  the  skilful  angler  comes  to  the  front  and 
scores  when  the  tyro  scares  his  fish,  or  otherwise 
allows  it  to  break  away  with  halt  his  cast  line  and 
a  tiny  "  Jock  Scot  "  or  other  favourite  Im-e. 

For  far  and  fine  casting  whatever  suits  the 
angler's  taste  and  strength  as  regards  the  size  of 
rod  should  be  the  weapon  chosen.  Light  salmon 
and  grilse  rods  are  the  order  of  the  day,  with  line 
and  reel  to  match.  The  gut  cast  must  be  of  the 
finest,  and  tapered  to  fit  in  with  the  taper  on  the 
reel  line.  The  gut  should  be  well  looked  to,  and 
one  or  two  spare  casts  kept  in  readiness  for  an 
exchange  whenever  any  chafing  or  knotting  is 
observed.  In  a  bit  of  a  breeze  there  is  always  a 
danger  of  an  unwelcome  and  unconscious  enemy 
approaching  the  eager,  oft  heated  angler  in  the 
form  of  a  knot  on  the  cast  line,  made  often  in  mid- 
air and  tightened  up  in  mid-stream,  which  is  as 
certain  to  end  in  a  disaster,  should  a  fish  hold,  as 
night  follows  day.  Very  oft^n  "  rotten  gut  "  should 
be  written  "  a  rotten  knot."  Several  devices  are 
now  in  vogue  for  keeping  a  spare  cast  soft  and 
pliable  ;  but  the  simplest  we  have  ever  seen  is  to 
have  t<vo  discs  of  felt— out  of  the  side  of  an  old 
hat— run  round  with  machine  thread  about  an  inch 
from  the  outer  edge.  This  forms  a  close  fitting 
felt  reel  round  which  the  dry  cast  is  wound.  If 
soaked  in  water  it  will  absorb  just  as  much  as  is 
needed  to  keep  the  cast  in  perfect  condition,  and 
may  lie  in  the  bottom  of  the  creel  or  pocket  of 
fishing  bag  without  any  more  attention  for  days- 
till  another  soaking  is  necessary.  The  beauty  of 
this  simple  device  is  that  every  angler  can  make  it 
in  a  spare  moment  and  have  several  at  his  com- 
mand, as  they  are  equally  serviceable  for  casts  in 
use,  or  spare  casts  with  flies  attached,  or  otherwise, 
as  the  case  may  be,  and  take  up  the  least  possible 
room  with  practically  no  weight. 

To  secure  the  chance  of  a  rise  the  angler  must 
get  well  above  his  fish  and  as  much  out  of  sight  as 
possible.  For  this  purpose  wading  is  almost  a 
»ine  qua  nov,  unless  the  stream  be  narrow.  In 
nin<5  cases  out  of  ten  stocking  waders  will  at  least 
be  necessary,  and  where  the  bottom  is  of  the  grave- 
stone order,  and  holes  have  to  be  negotiated, 
trousers  or  long  waders  will  often  save  a  wet  leg. 
Every  part  of  the  water  should  be  thoroughly 
searched,  but  it  will  as  often  as  not  be  found  that 
when  the  line  is  at  its  utmost  stretch  and  as  well 
out  as  the  angler  can  comfortably  put  it,  that  the 
flash  of  a  rising  fish  will  be  seen,  almost  instantly 
followed  by  the  fatal  rug  and  the  electric  thrill 
which  accompanies  the  song  of  the  reel.  Out  over 
the  pool  goes  the  ten  or  twelve  pounder,  and  it  is 
now  that  the  skill  of  the  angler  comes  properly 
into  requisition.  He  must  play  his  fish  with  a 
tavit  liD«  "  till  ha  leans  up  against  the  be-nk  iov  a 


rest."  This  may  take  him  some  time  to  accom- 
plish ;  and  the  first  thing  to  attend  to,  after  the 
initial  gyrations  and  plunges  are  over — and  there 
are  certain  to  be  some  with  a  fresh  run  July  salmon 
— is  to  secure  his  own  footing.  Stones  are  oft- 
times  slippery,  and  holes  more  common  than 
pebbled  floors  in  the  beds  of  most  rivers,  and 
besides  which  the  angler  can  command  his  fish 
better  when  wading  knee  deep  than  when  up  to  the 
waist  in  a  rushing,  tumbling  midsummer  stream. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  follow  the  fighting  fish 
yard  by  yard  down  stream  rather  than  risk  a  break, 
and  many  an  attempt  may  be  made  to  gaff  it,  or 
otherwise  run  his  nose  into  a  shallow,  before  the 
wished  for  moment  comes  when  the  steel  can  be 
sent  home,  and  the  "  loving  cup  "  passed  round  in 
honour  of  the  occasion.  If  the  angler  kills  his  fish 
in  as  many  minutes'  time  as  the  fish  is  pounds  in 
weight,  then  he  is  in  luck  indeed,  but  he  must 
remember  that  he  has  neither  the  early  spring 
angler's  powerful  rod  nor  his  strongest  salmon  gut, 
and  his  duty  is  to  play  a  waiting  game  and  get  his 
fish  thoroughly  exhausted  by  keeping  his  head  well 
into  the  stream,  when  the  chances  of  a  kill  will  be 
more  certain. 

The  small  double  hooks  (irons)  of  the  tiny  half- 
inch  order  are  the  chief  favourites  for  a  July  salmon. 
The  standard  salmon  patterns  are  the  common  run, 
although  special  grilse  flies  applicable  to  f)articular 
rivers  and  waters  are  to  be  found  everywhere.  The 
Tay  has  its  special  patterns,  and  almost  every  other 
reach  of  it  a  different  one.  The  Dee,  Spey,  Shin, 
etc.,  have  all  theirs,  but  the  Jock  Scot  and  such 
like  standard  dressings  fish  equally  well  anywhere. 

The  natural  minnow  is  a  deadly  July  lure,  and 
alongside  of  it  now  the  eel-tail  is  also  proving  very 
effective.  Spinning  baits  work  best  in  the  necks 
of  pools  and  streamy  water  where  the  fish  are  now 
mostly  to  be  foimd.  The  flashing  silvered  Devon 
and  the  small  pearl  minnow  often  prove  very 
effective  when  worked  rapidly  through  such  places, 
and  are  irresistible  lures  in  the  smallest  and  clearest 
waters  even  at  midday  with  a  July  salmon  or  a 
fresh-run  grilse.  The  prawn  has  i  ,s  votaries,  and 
where  no  neighbourly  feeling  is  end  ingered,  or  ill 
feeling  engendered,  is  often  as  good  a  lure  as  any- 
thing else  in  securing  a  July  salmon  or  a  summer 
grilse.    But  only  these  after  the  fly  has  failed. 

G.  M. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Beports  {to  ensure  iiisertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  'Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  fliul  the  time  of  hiffli  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
ifiven  below 

/  30  mill,  for  Chelsea.  ( 55  min.  for  Kew. 

.  ,  ,140  „  Putney.  a,1,i''^    "     •<  Richmond. 

■^""Us    „     „   Hammersmith.  ^""i80    „     ,,  'I'wickenham. 
(50    ,,     ,,   Barnes.  I  S3    „     ,,  Te.idinsjton. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2o'clockat  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teildington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.  B. — A  strong  wind  up  stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down  stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Saturday,  July  5    l.  O    1.29 

Sunday,  ,,  6    1.56    2.23 

iMoniiay,  ,,  7    2.48    3.13 

Tuesday,  ,,  8    3.37    4.  2 

Wednesday,  ,,  9    4.26    4.49 

Thursday,  ,,  10    5.11    5.32 

Friday,  ,,  11    5.54    C.17 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Gbnebal  Remaekb. — The  heavy  rain 
which  fell  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  though  interfering 
with  sport  for  the  time  being,  was  Ijadly  needed  by  the 
river,  which  had  become  very  clear  in  the  upper 
reaches,  and  very  low  and  stagnant  in  the  lower  parts. 
Fish  should  feed  much  better  after  a  day  or  two,  and 
probably  by  to-morrow  the  river  will  be  in  good  order. 
Few  barbel  have  been  had  up  to  the  present,  but  a  fish 
of  8^1b.  has  been  caught  at  Reading.  At  Hampton 
Court  Mr.  M.  Gunn  has  had  several  small  barbel,  but 
on  Monday  these  fish  were  quite  off  the  feed.  Although 
three  punts  were  out  very  little  sport  of  any  kind  was 
had.  At  Kingston,  Johnson  has  been  out,  but  has 
not  done  much.  At  Bell  Weir  Mr.  A.  J.  Emms  has 
taken  a  perch  of  lib.  5oz.  Sergt. -Major  Alfred  King, 
late  of  the  K.P.S.,  who  is  still  in  South  Africa  with 
Colonel  White's  column,  writes  to  Mr.  F.  Sands,  hon. 
treasurer  of  the  society  :  "  We  sometimes  have  a 
chance  to  get  a  bit  of  tiddling,  but  not  often.  The 
fish  common  to  South  African  rivers,  Transvaal  and 
Orange  River  Colony  rivers  anjhow,  are  barbel  (really 
catfish),  and  yellow  fish,  a  kind  of  glorified  chub,  and 
fight  splendidly.    A  small  frog  for  bait  and  a  lioote 
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made  out  of  a  horse  uail,  cleaned  up  a  bit  and  fined 
down,  often  answers.  A  -whip  stick  for  a  rod,  loops 
of  twine  for  rings,  the  lead  out  of  nickel-plated 
M.L.M.  rifle  bullets  for  sinker,  and  there  you  are. 
The  rivers  on  which  I  have  fished  are — Thames  (what 
hoi),  Liebenbergers  Vlei,  Limpopo,  Orange  River, 
Vaal  (of  course),  Wilge,  Hartesbeestefontein  Vlei, 
as  well  as  various  other  places  with  Dutch  names, 
which  is  saying  something.  They'll  soon  be  all  quite 
English  you  know,  but  I  haven't  heard  of  any  clubs 
taking  them  up  yet,  or  of  Kruger  accepting  the 
presidential  chair  of  a  piscatorial  society." — F.  H. 
Ami'hlett. 

Thames  (Henley).— The  water  has  now  run  down 
very  fine  and  there  is  less  stream.  Owing  to  the  traffic 
of  steam  launches  and  small  boats,  little  sport  has 
been  had  during  the  day,  but  a  number  of  roach  and 
chub  have  been  taken  during  the  early  morning  or 
late  in  the  evening.  Patrons  of  G.  Arlettand  J.James 
have  had  some  good  sport  with  the  chub  and  roach, 
the  former  fish  up  to  about  3Jlb.  At  Medenham, 
patrons  of  K.  Young  have  been  rewarded  with  some 
good  sport,  taking  a  number  of  barbel  up  to  81b.,  and 
among  others  a  chub  of  over  51b. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Lechlade,  Gloucestershire).— Mr.  Dickens 

one  day  got  a  handsome  trout  in  the  St.  John's  Weir 
pool  of  31b.  lOoz.,  besides  other  nice  spoit;  Mr.  Hem- 
ming caught  a  jack  of  CJlb.,  which  he  returned. 
Amongst  numerous  others  who  have  been  out  since 
my  last  report  have  been  Mr.  Wentworth- Sturgeon, 
Dr.  Patterson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hemmings,  Mr.  J.  T. 
Emery,  and  Mr.  Harold  Milward.  Several  small  trout 
have  been  taken  on  the  artificial  fly  this  season.  Mr. 
John  Morgan,  Mr.  Boye,  Mr.  Bawlinson,  Mr.  Gunliffe, 
and  others  have  been  out.  The  heavy  rains  we  have 
had  put  the  river  in  nice  order. — The  Ramislbr. 

Ancbolxue  District. — The  hot  weather  has  been  a 
little  against  angling.  A  Hull  club  of  twelve  members 
fished  on  Friday  (June  27),  and  the  top  catch  was 
121b.  lloz.  Mr.  P.  Walker,  of  Brigg,  had  a  good 
basket  on  Tuesday,  several  fish  being  over  31b.  Pike 
up  to  Gib.  have  been  taker,  and  some  really  good 
tench  likewise,  the  results  of  stocking  for  several 
seasons  past.  Roach  were  still  spawning  last  week  so 
are  still  out  of  condition.  I  had  a  day  with  sons 
from  London  at  Crosby  Lake  on  June  27.  We  got  a 
total  of  between  thirty  and  forty  good  perch  and  eels. 
Little  trout  fishing  has  been  done.  A  few  Bed  Duns 
are  now  appearing,  and  the  Black  Dun  is  fairly  in 
nvidence.  The  Alder  is  over,  hut  Black  Gnat  con- 
tinues.— Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  liOcbs  (Waterbeach).— During  the 
week,  in  splendid  summer  weather  with  a  good  stream, 
anglers  have  not  been  seen  so  numerous  for  years  past 
so  early  in  the  teason  ;  this  augurs  well  for  the  in- 
creased popularity  of  the  craft.  Bream  (silver)  have 
been  and  are  giving  excellent  sport  up  to  21b.  each, 
several  fib.  and  lib.  each,  to  the  satisfaction  of  those 
fishing  for  them.  Roach  are  now  clean ;  baskets 
up  to  71b.  each,  with  white  paste.  Perch  are  in 
places  up  to  Upware,  giving  excellent  sport. — John 
O'Georgb,  Becbe-rcad,  Cambridge. 

Btires  (SufFolk). — The  water  has  been  very  un- 
certain since  the  commencement  of  the  season.  A 
few  fish  have  been  taken,  principally  roach,  up  to  IJlb. 
each,  the  best  bag  being  one  of  lljlb.  taken  by  a 
Lordon  angler  with  caddis  bait.  On  Tuesday,  July  1, 
we  bad  some  heavy  thunderstorms,  and  the  water  is 
again  coloured.  The  roach  have  not  yet  got  over 
spawning,  and  the  bream  being  late  in  this  river  not 
much  sport  must  be  expected  for  another  week  or 
two. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

CoIm,  Iieach,  and  Upper  Windrush  (East 
Gloucestershire).— The  hotel  waters  at  Fairford 
have  alforded  a  little  sport  to  the  fly  fisher,  but  the 
water  was  too  bright.  Amongst  those  who  have  been 
out  since  last  report  are  Messrs.  Dinsdale,  Severn, 
A.  H.  lies,  Carbone,  Wykeham-Martin,  A.  Herbert 
Robinson,  Berry,  etc.  Mr.  Severn  reports  having  had 
some  capital  sport  on  the  Windrush.  Mr.  Basil  Field 
has  been  fishing  the  Fifield  waters  with  some  rather 
interesting  sport,  but  I  hear  his  trout  have  run 
rather  small.  —Pan. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  water  rose  a 
few  inclios  as  the  result  of  Monday's  rain,  which  took 
many  fish  up  into  the  higher  waters.  Salmon  and 
peal  are  pleniiful,  especially  the  latter,  many  having 
teen  seen  "  running  "  the  weir.  On  June  28  Mr.  E. 
Distin  secured,  besides  three  fine  trout,  a  beautiful 
21b.  peal.  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  also  took  a  nice  peal  on 
Juce  30,  weigliing  IJlb.,  and  three  trout,  and  the  next 
day  he  creek d  a  lovely  peal.  Several  brace  of  trout 
have  bsen  taken  by  Messrs.  Ackrell  and  Full,  and 
Mr.  O.  (lariow  Green  had  a  dozen  on  July  1. — 

IJlOVONIAN. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks).— ^The  coarse  fishing 
season  came  in  with  the  river  in  splendid  order,  and 
wi'jh  an  occasional  shower  fishing  for  jack,  roach,  and 
grayliog  should  give  good  sport  for  two  or  three 
weeks.  -H. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaak  Walton  Hotel 
Length).— The  May  Fly  bus  continued  up  to  this 
date,  tjuite  a  lot  of  Grey  Drakes  have  been  on  the 
water  but  the  fish  arc  not  rising  to  them  on  the  Dove, 


where  the  Black  Gnat  and  Dark  Coachman  have  done 
the  most  execution.  The  rise  of  May  Ply  on  the  Mani- 
fold, although  very  few,  has  only  just  finished,  being 
10  days  later  than  the  Dove  ;  good  dishes  of  fish  being 
creeled  during  the  evenings,  Mr.  Wedgwood  setting 
from  to  3  brace  every  evening,  and  Mr.  Robinson 
up  to  two  brace,  some  of  them  close  on  a  pound,  all 
with  the  Hackled  May  Fly.  Mr.  B.  Dally,  with  an 
angler  from  Normandy,  le  Pere  Mary,  has  done 
exceptionally  well  with  the  grayling  during  the  early 
morning  of  June  27,  one  brace  of  131b.  each ;  on 
Juno  28,  three  brace  nearly  lib.  each;  on  June  29, 
one  and  a  half  brace,  two  of  them  over  lib.  each. 
These  were  all  got  with  a  fly  tied  by  le  Pere  Mary  to 
imitate  the  Stone  Fly  with  one  of  the  caterpillar  of 
the  same  fly  on  the  hook.  Mr.  R.  Ward  has  just 
brought  in  two  brace  of  trout,  nice  fish. — Wm.  Evans. 

Esk  (Whitby). — The  spates  of  the  early  part  of  the 
week  had  a  somewhat  refreshing  effect  upon  the  water, 
but  takes  generally  have  been  of  an  unrcmunerative 
order.  During  the  week  some  good  catches  of  trout 
have  been  effected  by  the  sea  fishers,  whilst  sea  anglers 
have  had  fair  catches  of  mixed  fish  in  the  offing. 
Bottom  line  anglers  operating  from  the  pier  are 
experiencing  poor  results  at  present. — J,  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — In  the  Exe,  near  the 
city  and  vicinity,  the  pike  and  roach  fishermen  have 
caught  a  few  fish,  Messrs.  Collins,  Whitelock,  Kelley, 
and  others  being  the  most  successful.  EkIs  and  perch 
are  not  sporting  well  just  now.  Trout  have  been  taken 
with  worm  and  minnow  late  in  the  evenings,  and  thn 
most  useful  flies  have  been  during  the  past  week 
Yellow  Dun,  Blue  Uprights,  and  Palmers.  Salmon 
fishing  has  boon  slow.  The  canal  fishing  is  now  in 
full  swing. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Canibs.) — 
Although  disappointed  over  the  Coronation  holidays, 
a  very  fair  number  came  down  by  the  special  trains 
towards  the  end  of  last  week.  Sport,  however,  is 
largely  circumscribed  to  one  sort  of  fi.-h,  namely, 
bream,  seeing  that  roach,  which  are  certainly 
on  the  improve,  are  not  yet  ready  for  the 
angler's  bait.  They  are  poor  and  flabby,  and  have 
not  yet  recovered  from  their  spawning.  Weeds 
arc  prolific  and  many  drains  are  almost  unfishable. 
Reading  is  likely  to  commence  shortly.  Here  and 
there  on  the  Forty-foot  and  other  principal  drains 
there  are  localities  where  bream  may  be  met  with, 
and  many  shoils  have  been  basking  in  the  sun  of  last 
week.  Some  have  be  taken  ranging  up  to  41b.,  and 
the  most  taking  bait  appears  to  be  bread  paste.  Some 
have  tried  potatoes,  but  this  bait  is  not  so  good  as  it 
should  he.  A  few  perch  have  been  landed  with  worms. 
— Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — With  the  exception  of 
pike  and  \  e  ch,  the  close  season  for  which  extends 
until  August  all  kinds  of  coarse  fish  can  now  be 
caught  in  the  Lea  ;  the  season  reopened  on  Tuesday, 
and  I  hope  shortly  to  have  some  good  baskets  to 
record.  The  river  is  in  very  fair  summer  order,  and 
just  before  the  season  opened  roach  up  to  IJlb.  were 
landed  and  returned  by  dace  anglers  in  the  Hertford 
district.  Both  fly  and  bottom  anglers  have  accounted 
for  some  good  dace.  Bream  have  been  showing 
at  Waltham  Abbey.  Roach  ought  to  be  found  in  fair 
condition.  Since  the  warmer  weather  set  in  several 
trout  have  been  taken  at  Hertford,  Hartham,  and 
Broxhourne,  the  latter  district  yielding  one  last  week 
wtighing  51b.  I  have  seen  rainbow  trout  ia  the 
Mimram  (preseived  water)  this  week  scaling  over  41h. 
Some  good  class  dace  have  been  met  with  in  the 
Beane.  Trout  have  not  been  rising  at  all  well  on  the 
Mimram,  and  little  sport  is  reported  from  the  Ash  or 
Rib.  Roach  and  perch  have  been  principally  taken 
in  the  Stort. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  changeable 
and  heavy  rain  has  been  had  in  the  district,  but  it  has 
not  altered  the  prospects  of  fishing,  and  the  rain  after 
the  very  hot  weather  has  refreshed  the  water  and  made 
the  fish  more  on  the  feed,  and  they  are  now  rising  well 
at  the  fly.  There  have  been  a  good  few  anglers  out  of 
late,  and  some  good  fish  have  been  landed. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Eingsland). — 
Rivers  are  in  capital  order,  jot  sport  the  last  week  has 
been  dull  owing,  in  great  measure,  to  the  weather,  the 
latter  days  being  extremely  bright  and  hot.  So  far 
this  has  been  changeable  with  thunder  knocking 
around  each  day.  Best  flies  are  Alder,  Yellow  Dun, 
Coch-y-Bondhu,  Orange  Palmer,  Black  Gnat,  and 
July  Guat,  and  for  evening,  female  Yellow  Dun, 
Caddis,  Spinners,  Owls,  and  Coachman.  Some  nice) 
fish  have  been  taken  spinning  the  artificial  ("  Vaga" 
minnow.  As  the  rivers  are  running  with  more  volume 
than  they  usually  do  at  this  season  and  the  springs 
aro  all  thoroughly  replenished,  appearances  would 
indicate  good  sport  for  the  coming  week  and  likely  to 
continue  throughout  the  month. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  river  during 
the  past  week  has  occasionally  been  replenished  with 
rain,  but  the  effects  are  not  lasting  owing  to  the 
drainage  operations  on  the  riparian  lands.  It  is  now 
,2nd  July)  at  its  normal  level,  in  fipe  order  for  the 


fly.  Day  fishing  is  uncertain.  In  certain  pools  of 
the  stream,  fish  may  almost  be  depended  upon  to 
midge  more  or  less  during  the  day,  and  lucky  the 
dry-fly  fisher  who  has  access  to  such  favoured  spots ; 
but  in  many  reaches  not  a  fish  will  be  seen  to  move 
until  the  evening  rise  about  8  p.m.  Sport  at  that 
time  has  lately  been  very  fair,  and  some  specimen 
fish  have  been  taken. — Heron. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry). — Water  in  grand  con- 
dition for  all-round  angling.  Chub  have  been  well  to 
the  front  this  week,  Mr.  Muir  getting  3Slb.,  largest  4lb., 
and  Mr.  Bantor  also  getting  a  nice  lot.  Rudd  have 
also  been  feeding,  largest  2lb.,  to  the  fly.  Mr.  Isaacs 
has  been  getting  mixed  lots  every  day  of  perch  and 
bream.  Some  splendid  takes  of  eels  have  been  had 
during  the  week,  one  gentleman  getting  401b. — A. 

SCARD. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  in  splendid  condition. 
The  rain  has  done  a  lot  of  good,  and  the  salmon  and 
peel  have  gone  up  in  numbers ;  some  good  ones  were 
taken  in  the  Tavy  and  also  the  Dart.  The  midnight 
wanderers  have  not  done  so  well  this  season  with  the 
peel.  Wo  are  looking  forward  to  some  good  sport  if 
the  weatlier  lasts. — William  Heardkr. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tauat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  very  gloomy  forebodings  i  ndulged  in  by 
some  of  the  weather  wise  would-be  prop.6ets  were  most 
agreeably  dispelled  early  last  week,  and  a  more  sudden 
and  welcome  change  from  really  wintry  to  magnificent 
summer  weather  could  scarcely  have  been  hoped  for. 
Pull  advantage  was  at  once  taken  by  anglers  of  this 
unexpected  change  in  their  prospects,  and  as  the  water 
in  all  these  rivers  speedily  got  into  good  condition 
some  capital  sport  was  enjoyed,  and  the  only  drawback 
was  the  extreme  heat  about  midday,  when  the  sun 
shone  with  tropical  power  from  an  unclouded  sky,  so 
that  none  but  those  most  hardy  could  withstand  its 
effects.  During  the  early  mornings  and  late  evenings 
much  better  sport  was  had  under  much  more  pleasant 
conditions. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — With 
weather  favourable  and  water  in  excellent  condition 
sport  has  been  good  during  the  week.  Roach  have 
been  feeding  ravenously  on  the  Ouse  at  Lewes.  A  few 
anglers — so-called — taking  bags  of  from  thirty  to 
forty  pounds  of  spawning  fish  on  the  shallows. 
From  the  Adur  above  Steyning  a  few  bream  have 
been  taken,  the  heaviest  fish  weighing  2^1b, 
Members  of  the  Brighton  Anglers'  Association 
have  had  a  good  time  at  their  waters  at  Burgess  Hill 
among  the  carp,  where  fish  up  to  Gib.  have  been 
captured.  Fish  are  feeding  well  at  Chichester  Canal ; 
bushels  of  small  fry  have  been  taken,  the  heaviest 
bream  notified  being  If  lb.  Eels  up  to  3^1b.  have  been 
captured  with  both  live  and  dead  bait.  —  G.  F. 
Salter. 

Taff  (Llandowror,  Carmarthenshire).- Anglers 
have  been  having  some  good  sport  with  sewin,  and  the 
net  fishermen  have  taken  numbers  in  the  tidal  waters 
during  the  past  fortnight. — H. 

Taw  and  Torridge. — These  rivers  are  now  lower, 
and  with  the  (hot  sun  ;  have  become  very  clear ; 
fishing  by  day  not  much  use,  only  the  shades  of 
eventide  would  be  a  success.  Salmon  come  in  with 
the  tides  and  are  seen,  but  the  net  men  have  not 
taken  as  many  as  when  the  waters  were  higher,  so 
good  fish  have  fallen  into  the  two  salmon  hutches  in 
the  rivtr,  and  are  the  means  of  supplying  the  market, 
but  the  net  men  complain  of  only  one  fish  per  net  a 
day  not  paying  them. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigan).— The  waters  at  time 
of  writing  (July  1)  is  very  low.  Plenty  of  salmon  and 
trout  showing,  but  coo  bright  during  the  day  for  sport. 
Trout  fishing  good  in  the  evening.  Given  a  good  down- 
pour of  rain  we  ought  to  have  first-rate  sport. — H. 

Terns  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The  water  has 
been  clear  up  to  Tuesday,  when  there  was  a  heavy 
fall  of  rain,  which  caused  it  to  rise  a  little  and  colour 
with  road  water,  hut  this  soon  ran  off,  and  the  fish  are 
now  well  on  the  feed  and  are  rising  freely  at  the  fly. 
There  has  been  a  good  few  anglers  out  of  late.  The  May 
Ply  still  comes  up  in  small  numbers,  hut  the  fish  will 
not  have  them,  and  Grey  Drake  is  on.  The  flies  to 
use  are  the  Red  Spinner,  Blue  Dun,  Owl,  Yellow 
Dun,  Wickham,  Hare's  Ear,  White  Winged  Coach- 
man, and  Moths.  Bottom  fishers  have  been 
busy  since  the  rain,  and  the  fish  are  taking  worm 
well.  With  minnow  several  very  nice  lots  of 
trout  have  been  taken.  The  weather  has  taken  up 
again,  and  the  prospects  for  sport  are  now  good.  On 
Saturday,  with  the  Coch-y-Bondhu  and  Yellow  Dun, 
six  trout  were  landed  ;  with  worm,  the  same  evening, 
two  brace  of  trout  and  some  eels  were  taken.  Pishing 
on  Monday  was  good  with  fly.  On  Tuesday  sport  was 
good  in  the  evening  with  worm  and  minnow. — 
S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 

running  in  good  order,  being  clear  and  a  nice  level 
up  to  Tuesday,  when  heavy  rain  fell  in  the  district, 
causing  it  to  be  slightly  stained,  but  this  is  running 
off  quickly,  and  the  fish  are  well  in  the  feed  and  rise 
freely  at  the  fly.  Angling  has  been  good  of  late  with 
fly.    The  fish  apparently  are  just  getting  over  their 
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gorge  with  the  May  Fly,  and  there  should  be  good  sport 
had  in  this  part,  where  there  are  plenty  of  fish.  There 
has  been  a  good  few  out  this  week. — Worcbsteb. 

Trent  (Newark). — But  little  can  be  reported  of 
the  past  week's  angling,  the  glaring  sun  throughout 
the  day  keeping  fishermen  from  the  banks.  A  few 
chub  have  been  taken  by  fly  fishers  during  the  even- 
ings— best  31b.  8oz.,  by  Mr.  H.  Lenton.  Eel  fisher- 
men have  fared  well,  many  being  bagged — heaviest 
2 Jib.,  by  Mr.  Foster  from  the  Farndon  water.  Barbel 
are  "  pitching "  freely,  though  but  few  have  been 
secured,  there  being  a  shade  too  much  water  yet  in 
the  Trent.  A  sturgeon  made  its  appearance  near 
Muskham  Bridge,  and  being  shot  at  a  considerable 
number  of  times  it  disappeared,  and  was  ultimately 
found  dead  a  few  miles  below  on  Monday,  June  30. 
It  measured  8ft.  Gin.  in  length  and  4ft.  in  girth  at  the 
shoulders,  and  weighed  about  16  stone. — Tbbntsider. 

Witham,  eto.  (Mid  and  North  Iiincolnshire).— 
Anglers  who  have  visited  the  Witham  between  Bardney 
and  Boston  complain  of  want  of  sport,  particularly 
amongst  roach.  These  fish  owing  to  the  cold  weather 
were  late  on  the  spawning  grounds.  Pike  anglers 
report  some  fair  success  between  Langrickand  Boston. 
One  angler  got  seventeen,  but  only  a  brace  were  retain- 
able. Occasional  fish  have  been  got  by  spinning 
about  Bardney,  but  bream  have  been  the  chief  fish 
to  cause  excitement.  Owing  to  quick  running  it 
has  been  very  inconvenient  to  fish  from  the  bank. 
Some  few  have  been  caught  between  Kirkstead  and 
Langrick  in  this  way,  and  from  the  sand  holes  some 
have  got  fish  up  to  41b.  From  the  deeps  below  Lang- 
rick ferry  a  Lancashire  angler  got  a  good  lot,  but  the 
best  luck  has  fallen  to  those  using  boats  on  the  deeps 
near  the  Grand  Sluice. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  above 
rivers  ;still  keep  in  order  for  fly  fishing,  and  during 
last  week  a  very  nice  lot  of  good  fish  were  taken, 
especially  from  the  Wye.  Gentlemen  who  fished  this 
river  obtained  baskets  ranging  from  two  to  five  and  six 
brace,  and  most  of  these  weighing  from  lib.  to  21b. 
each,  taken  with  May  Fly  on  Saturday  (June  21)  and 
Monday  (June  23).  This  fly  is  now  over,  only  a  few 
odd  ones  to  be  seen  on  the  Derwent,  and  this  has 
been  a  better  season  for  the  May  Fly  than  for  several 
previous  years.  The  Derwent  has  yielded  good  sport 
to  this  fly.  Trout  have  not  been  rising  so  well  the 
past  few  days,  except  in  the  evening,  when  the 
following  flies  will  be  useful  :  Yellow  Dun,  Putty 
Dun,  Dark  Spinner,  Mr.  Cooper's  little  Grey  fly. 
Throstle  Wing,  Golden  Dun,  Orange  Bumble,  and 
White  and  Brown  Moths. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  TlVharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorks). — The  cloudless  sky  and  bright  sunshine 
have  been  sadly  against  trout  fishing  during  the  past 
week,  but  some  very  fair  dishes  of  trout  have  been 
caught  principally  with  the  worm  fished  well  up  stream 
on  fine  Pennell  tackle.  I  got  ten  beautiful  trout  with  it 
to-day  on  the  Cover ;  other  anglers  have  done  fairly  well 
in  the  Yore,  and  a  few  brace  have  been  caught  with 
the  fly  and  with  the  minnow  fished  on  "  Ariel  "  tackle. 
A  few  trout  have  been  taken  in  the  lower  reaches  by 
Leeds  and  other  anglers,  particularly  in  the  Maaham 
and  other  lengths,  and  I  hear  the  bottom  fishermen 
have  had  good  sport  amongst  the  roach,  dace,  chub, 
and  perch  at  Ripon  and  Boroughbridge,  where  some 
fine  baskets  of  barbel  have  been  landed,  the  heaviest 
fish  (good  ones  for  Yorkshire)  weighing  91b.  and 
8 Jib. ;  the  curtailment  in  the  Coronation  festivities 
brought  a  lot  of  week-end  fishermen  to  the  lower 
Swale,  but  as  a  rule  sport  was  moderate.  There  has 
been  little  trout  fishing  in  the  upper  waters  of  late, 
the  river  from  Richmond  up  to  its  source  being  very 
low  and  clear.  Mr.  N.  Smithson  creeled  seven  and  a 
half  brace  with  the  worm  fished  up-stream,  and  Mr. 
R.  Smithson  had  a  good  day's  angling  in  the  Wiske, 
his  basket  containing  four  pike,  a  large  roach,  an 
eel,  and  some  perch  and  dace.  A  few  anglers 
have  done  nicely  in  Bedale  Beck.  The  Wharfe  has 
been  running  very  low  and  clear,  particularly  in  the 
upper  reaches.    A  few  trout  fishermen  have  been  out 


at  Grassington,  Appletreewiok,  and  Burnsall.  The 
best  sport  has  been  of  an  evening,  and  Messrs. 
Thompson,  Gelder,  and  others  have  found  the 
fish  to  rise  well  to  the  Brown  Owl,  Poult 
Bloa,  Stone  Midge,  Spider  Fly,  Dotterel,  and 
Yellow  and  Knotted  Midge.  Sport  on  the  Ilkley 
Length  has  been  moderate,  even  the  "  Up-stream 
Worm"  failing  to  tempt  fish.  Mr.  W.  Carter  Platts 
failed  to  tempt  the  trout  in  a  couple  of  hours'  fishing 
in  private  water  on  Monday  (June  30),  but  he  had 
some  consolation  and  a  bit  of  fun  with  half  a  dozen 
chub,  the  largest  weighing  21b.  Poor  returns  are 
also  to  hand  from  Otley ;  the  best  sport  amongst 
the  coarse  fish  has  been  met  with  at  Tadcaster, 
where  any  amount  of  roach,  dace,  chub,  barbel, 
etc. ,  can  be  seen  basking  in  the  sun ;  eels  and 
flounders  have  been  feeding  well.  The  Nidd  is  low 
and  fairly  clear,  and  angling  has  been  followed  of  an 
evening  with  fair  success,  the  best  flies  proving  to  be 
Brown  Owl,  Alder,  Dotterel  and  Yellow,  and  Part- 
ridge and  Yellow,  and  a  number  of  anglers  fishing 
the  Driffield,  and  Pickering  becks  have  found  the 
trout  to  rise  best  to  the  Driffield  Don  and 
Black  Midge.  The  Derwent  has  been  well 
patronised  by  York  and  other  clubs,  the  biggest  com- 
petition of  the  week  being  that  of  the  Leeds  Amalga- 
mation of  Anglers,  fished  at  Bubwith  ;  423  entered 
and  360  competed.  Considering  the  bright  sunshine, 
&o.,  sport  ruled  fair.  The  first  prize  fell  to  Mr. 
Staamland,  the  second  to  Mr.  Hebden,  and  the  third 
to  Mr.  J.  Crampton. — John  E.  Millee,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgfach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.) 

On  June  23,  Mr.  Laing,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  141b.  of 
trout ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevenson,  on  Loch  Urigill,  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  trout,  32  Jib. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holt 
Beever,  on  Loch  Cama,  thirty-two,  121b ;  Mr.  Stanfield, 
thirty,  101b. ;  Prof.  Harrower  and  Mr.  Simmond,  on 
Urigill,  211b.  of  trout.  On  June  24,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stevenson,  eighty,  23lb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holt  Beever, 
eighty-three,  201b. ;  Prof.  Harrower  and  Mr.  Simmond, 
forty,  14 Jib. ;  Mr.  Laing,  eighteen,  7Jlb. ;  and  Mr. 
Stanfield,  201b.  On  June  25,  Prof.  Harrower  and  Mr. 
Simmond,  sixty-eight,  201b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevenson, 
twenty-six,  131b.,  besides  a  ferox,  81b. ;  Mr.  Stanfield, 
thirty,  lOjlb. ;  Mr.  Laing,  sixteen,  6Jlb.  ;  Messrs. 
Stallard  and  Tucker,  forty-four,  121b. ;  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Holt  Beever,  twenty-six,  71b.  On  June  26,  the 
heaviest  basket  was  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevenson,  sixty- 
two,  201b.  On  June  27,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevenson  again 
had  the  lead  with  seventy,  191b. ;  others  took  from 
twenty  to  thirty-nine.  On  June  28,  baskets  were  good 
all  over,  ranging  up  to  fifty-eight,  191b. ;  the  next  best 
being  161b.— B. 

Border  Bsk  and  Liddle. — Mr.  Wm.  Douglas,  of 
the  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  writes  : — "  The  weather 
i9  magnificent,  and  the  river  Esk  is  running  low." 
Mr.  Daarden,  Eskdale  Hotel,  caught  two  sea-trout  in 
the  Langholm  water  of  the  Esk  weighing  2Jlb.  the  pair, 
and  a  big  creel  of  yellow  trout  in  the  Skipper's  pool. 
Mr.  W.  Borthwick  caught  a  sea  trout  of  3Ib.  in  the 
same  water  below  the  distillery.  Mr.  ScDtt  had  three 
sea  trout  in  Langholm  water.  Pishing  in  Canonbie 
water  Mr.  Sam  McKune  had  three  sea  trout  weighing 
2Jlb.,  IJlb.,  and  IJlb.  Mr.  Thomas  Morrison  had  a 
fine  basket  of  sea  trout  weighing  from  Jib.  to  2Jlb. 
Mr.  Jas.  Morrison  caught  two  sea  trout  in  Souies 
pool ;  Mr.  Wm.  Ballantine,  f  jur,  in  Langholm  water ; 
and  Dr.  Anderson,  two,  in  Canonbie  water,  in  the 
Hush  pool  opposite  Esk  Bank. — Gilnockie. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— On  Mr.  Porter's  fishing 
at  Corniehaugh  Mr.  Bindloss  and  party  from  June  2 
to  27  killed  three  salmon  of  9lb.,  9Jlb.,  and  121b.,  and 
327  trout  weighing  1981b.  On  the  Marnoch  Lodge 
section  Mr.  F.  G.  Faed,  Edinburgh,  \a  two  days,  creeled 
eighty-three  trout  scaling  47lb. — Retrop. 

•  •           For  the  past  week  sport  on  the  river  did 

not  show  the  improvement  that  was  anticipated.  The 
weather  has  been  fine  and  warm  up  to  Tuesday,  and 


we  are  now  experiencing  a  cold  spell.  The  water  is 
getting  low  and  clear,  which  will  retard  angling 
operations.  Except  a  few  fish  killed  on  the  upper 
sections  scarcely  anything  has  been  done  on  the  lower. 
The  net  fishermen  are  at  present  plying  their  nets  at 
the  entrance  to  the  river.  There  has  been  a  capital 
run  of  salmon  and  grilse  for  some  time,  and  the 
net  fishermen  have  been  doing  remarkably  well. 
Two  boxes  left  for  the  market  on  Monday  and 
four  on  Tuesday.  On  the  latter  day  the  boxes  con- 
tained seventy  grilse  and  a  number  of  salmon.  Grilse 
average  4Jlb.  and  salmon  151b.,  and  both  are  of  fine 
quality.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Deveron  District  Board, 
at  the  end  of  last  week,  Mr.  Kennedy  was  re-elected 
superintendent  of  the  fishings.— H.  W. 

Lairg  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.B.).— On  June  10, 
Mr.  Young,  London,  on  Loch  Beannach,  seven  trout, 
4Jlb.  On  the  11th,  on  Loch  Shin,  four,  IJlb.,  and 
Mr.  Tucker,  London,  seven,  31b.  On  the  12th,  Mr. 
Tucker,  eleven,  3Jlb.  On  the  13th,  Mr.  Stallard, 
London,  twenty,  12Jlb.  On  the  14th,  Mr.  Tucker  had 
best  basket  with  twenty-two,  4Jlb.  On  the  16th, 
Messrs.  Tucker  and  Stallard,  had  best  average  b'lsket, 
ten,  6Jlb.  On  the  17th,  Mr.  Young,  eleven,  8Jlos. ; 
Messrs.  Tucker  and  Stallard,  twenty-one,  91b. ;  and 
Mr.  Conacher,  Perth,  fifteen,  %\Vo.  Oa  the  18th  the 
takes  were  from  eight  to  fourteen  trout,  and  averaged 
all  over  close  on  Jib.  each.  On  the  19th,  Mr,  Connacher 
on  Loch  Shin,  eleven  trout,  5 Jib.,  besides  three  ferox 
of  2|lb.,  211b.,  and  2Jlb.  Messrs.  Tucker  and- 
Stallard  had  sixteen  trout,  6Jlb.  A  number  of  other 
good  baskets  have  been  made,  but  full  details  up  to 
date  cannot  be  given  owing  to  want  of  space. — B. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar).— Fishing  from 
Stronachlachar  Hotel  the  following  catches  of  trout 
have  been  had : — June  26— Mr.  Dove,  London,  seven- 
teen, 6Jlb. ;  General  Campbell,  eight ;  Mr.  Turnbull, 
eight,  31b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Broughton,  seven,  4Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Young,  nine  ;  Mr.  Tod,  three  ;  Mr  Cuthbertson,  three. 
June  27  —  Ex-Provost  Dougal,  fifteen ;  Mr.  Dove, 
London,  eleven  ;  Mr.  Neilson,  Glasgow,  fifteen ;  Messrs. 
Broughton,  fifteen ;  Mr.  Tod,  eight ;  Mr.  Young, 
eight ;  Mr.  Cuthbertson,  three.  On  Loch  Chon,  on 
June  27,  Dr.  Macgregor,  seventeen,  9lb.  On  June  28 
Mrs.  Broughton,  sixteen,  71b.  14oz. ;  Mr.  T.  N. 
Broughton,  fourteen,  7Jlb. — Donald  Ferguson. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  past  week  has  been 
a  quiet  one  here.  The  sudden  burse  of  bright  warm 
weather  has  kept  fish  from  taking,  and  very  light 
creels  have  been  the  rule.  The  first  prize-winners  at 
club  competitions  were : — Mr.  A.  Smith,  Kelty  and 
Blairadam  Club,  four  trout,  4lb.  5oz. ;  Mr.  D. 
McNaughton,  Edinburgh  Breadalbane  Club,  seven 
trout,  41b.  14oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Learmouth,  Falkirk  Club, 
four  trout,  4lb  4oz.  ;  Mr.  D.  Fraser,  Saturday  Angling 
Club,  four  trout,  31b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  R.  Cochran,  Paisley 
Rowbank  Club,  five  trout,  5lb  Privite  parties: — 
Mr.  Emslie,  Dundee,  and  Mr.  More,  Stirling,  eleven 
trout,  131b. ;  Mr.  Grant  and  Mr.  Black,  Tayport,  nine 
trout,  91b.  The  number  of  trout  captured  with  the 
rod  last  month  was  under  the  average  for  June, 
namely,  3024  (29801b.).  This  shows  a  decrease  of 
500  trout  compared  with  June  last  year,  and  is  the 
lowest  for  ten  years.  The  weight  is  above  average, 
and  is  the  highest  for  twenty-one  years. — Robert 
Laing. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — A  vary  severe  thunder- 
storm accompanied  by  heavy  rains  passed  over  the 
North  of  Scotland  on  Monday  list,  filling  the  side 
streams  and  discolouring  the  main  river  sjmewhat, 
but  in  the  main  shifting  the  fish  for  good  and  con- 
siderably enhancing  the  prospects  of  a  July  salmon.  A 
fresh  run  of  grilse  has  been  experienced  and  prices  are 
on  the  downward  grade.  Anglers  are  still  very  scarce 
on  account  of  the  London  attractions,  but  the  chances 
are  that  the  season  will  be  an  early  one,  and  that 
country  houses  will  open  long  before  the  "  Twelfth." 
On  the  Fife  Arms  water  several  salmon  and  grilse 
were  creeled  last  week  ;  but  the  best  sport  just  now  is  to 
be  had  on  the  mid-reaches,  where  the  fresh  run  grilse  are 
being  freely  met  with.  On  the  Peugh,  Crathes,Woodend, 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 

PIXXVILLE   GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 

PRACTICAL  ANGLERS,  FLY  DRES5ER5,  &  ROD  MAKERS. 

THE    "  MULTUlVI-IN-IiARVO "   TROUT   RODS,  21s. 

TESTIMONIALS   RECENTLY  RECEIVED. 


,  "  Piccadilly,  London,  W.,  October  10,  1900. 

Oentlemen,— I  now  enclose  remittance  for  the  flies.    I  also  had  some  of  those  you  made 

for  Mr.  R  .     I  don't  know  if  you  saw  in  the  Field  that  I  caught  two  beauties,  6  lb.  8  oz.  and 

«  lb.  12  oz.,  the  largest  taken  in  our  water  fornine  years.  I  caught  them  with  the  gray-legged 
one*.   Ihey  would  look  at  nothing  else.  "W  J  B 


"London,  W.,  March  26,  1901. 
"  Dear  Sirs,— Flies  to  hand.    I  like  them  very  much.    Your  flies  alwa.vs  please  me,  and  you 
know  that  I  am  very  hard  to  please  in  the  matter  of  trout  flies.    I  will  say  this  ab(jut  your 
flies :  they  are  tied  to  nature  and,  what  is  more,  the  trout  like  them  ;  you  put  the  correct 
feathers  and  furs  in  your  Hies  and  your  tyers  are  artists.      y  "  T.  E." 
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Cairnton,  and  Kincardine  waters  one  or  two  are  being  got 
daily.  Don. — Anglers  have  been  uniformly  very  success- 
ful during  the  past  week.  Although  a  spell  of  thundery, 
cold  and  broken  weather  has  now  interrupted  what 
was  otherwise  good  sport,  trout  are  in  the  very  pink 
of  condition  and  have  been  rising  freely  to  the  fly, 
while  not  a  few  salmon  have  been  got  on  the  Inverurie, 
Kemnay,  and  Alford  sections.  Mr.  Murray,  Haughton 
Farm,  killed  a  fine  yellow  trout  of  41b.  on  the  Alford 
section,  and  several  other  anglers  have  had  good 
baskets.  Deveeon. — On  the  Cabrach  water  Mr.  F.  L. 
Borthwick,  London,  had  twenty-seven  trout  first  day 
put.  Mr.  Duncan,  Aberdeen,  and  others  are  also  doing 
well,  but  the  river  has  been  hitherto  too  small  and 
clear  for  anything  but  clear  water  worming.  On  the 
Huntly  reaches  fairly  good  baskets  continue  to  be 
made.— G.  M. 

Oykell  Hotel  (via  Lairg  N.B.).— Mr.  StreatQeld, 
London,  and  Mr.  Moore,  London,  have  been  getting 
fair  sport  on  the  various  pools.  Heaviest  salmon 
since  last  report,  14^1b. ;  heaviest  grilse,  Gib. ;  both  by 
Mr.  Streatfield.  Average  weight  of  salmon  caught, 
101b.,  and  of  grilse,  close  on  51b. — B. 

Overscaig'  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 
On  Lochs  Shin,  Merkland,  Griam,  and  Gorm  the  most 
successful  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bickersteth,  Birkenhead ; 
Colonel  and  Miss  Dixon,  London ;  Mr.  Leake,  King's 
Lynn  ;  Rev.  Canon  Faber,  Doncaster ;  Chancellor 
and  Mr.  Prescott,  Carlisle ;  Mr,  Clay,  Matlock  ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs  Brown,  Shrewsbury ;  Mr.  Luddington,  Mr. 
Evans,  Messrs.  Sample,  Mr.  Caldecotts,  Mr.  Hughes, 
Mr.  Wilson,  and  others.  On  June  23  196  trout 
(781b.)  were  landed.  On  June  24,  baskets  ranged  from 
IJ  dozen  to  3i  dozen  and  to  12Jlb.  in  weight.  On 
June  25  the  takes  averaged  23  trout,  8Jlb.  On  June  26 
the  total  catch  was  198  trout,  64^1b  ;  two  baskets 
made  38  trout,  12Jlb.,  and  38,  111b.  On  June  27  the 
average  was  23  trout,  6Jlb.  On  June  28  the  heaviest 
was  105  trout,  291b.,  by  Messrs.  Luddington  and  Evans 
on  Loch  Gorm.  On  Monday  this  week  baskets  ranged 
up  to  5  doz.  19Jlb.,  several  being  21b.  each. — B. 

Sonth  of  Scotland. — The  hot  weather  we  are  now 
experiencing  has  brought  on  a  very  fine  run  of  sea 
trout.  In  the  Hoddom  Castle  water  of  the  Annan  some 
good  sea  trout  have  been  taken.  Mr.  John  Lockhart 
killed  several  good  ones  up  to  2^1b.  ;  Mr.  Inglis,  jnr., 
Ecclefechan,  had  thirty-nine  yellow  trout  with  small 
day  fly,  and  a  sea  trout  of  IJlb.  On  Sir  Robert 
Jardine's  portion  of  Castlemilk,  Mr.  John  Rae  caught 
several  sea  trout  up  to  21b.,  and  other  rods  have  also 
had  sea  trout.  One  of  nearly  41b.  was  taken  in  the 
higher  water  last  week  by  a  Lockerbie  angler, 
and  odd  ones  have  fallen  to  the  rods  in  the 
Murraythwaite  and  Hallcath's  portions.  In  Mount 
Annan  water  Mr.  W.  Thorburn,  Brydekirk  School, 
had  three  sea  trout.  In  the  Nith  there  is  a  good  show 
of  sea  trout  in  the  Thornhill  waters,  and  the  local 
rods  have  been  getting  some  nice  ones.  In  the 
Sanquhar  district  of  the  Nith  the  streams  have  run 
down  very  low.  In  a  number  of  the  private  reaches 
lower  down  the  river  sea  trout  are  being  caught  after 
dark.  In  the  Ayrshire  part  of  tlie  country  numerous 
anglers  have  been  fishing  Loch  Doon  of  Dalmelling- 
ton.  The  members  of  the  Uddingston  Waltonian 
Club  held  their  midsummer  competition  on  Saturday, 
but  the  sport  was  under  the  average.  On  the  rivers 
little  is  being  doneb3yond  the  capture  of  small  baskets 
of  yellow  trout.  -  Heathkrb?:ll. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Anglers  enjoyed  but  fair 
f port  last  week.  (Jwingtotbe  brightness  of  the  sua 
and  clearness  of  the  water,  the  rod  and  line  could 
only  be  plied  ia  the  ca'ly  morning  or  at  night.  On 
the  Laggan  water  on  Friday,  Mr.  Geo.  Sharp,  fisher- 
m!  n,  had  a  grilse  of  41b. ;  and  on  Tuesday,  on  the 
Aberiour  water,  Mr.  Hay,  Buckramb  House,  also  one 
of  41bj,  while  on  the  following  day,  Mr.  John  Mac- 
kenzie, fisherman,  had  another  of  similar  weight ;  on 
Tuesday,  on  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  Mr.  Hore, 
Aberiour,  killed  ii  salmon  of  121b."  a  grilse  of  3Jlb. 
and  two  of  41b.  each. — J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  B>ivers. — 
The  rivers  here  have  now  got  into  fairly  good  order 
for  trout  fishing,  especially  in  the  evening  and  early 
morning,  the  beat  takes  being  got  with  worm  in  the 
morning.  On  Teviot  last  week  ?oij3e  very  j^ood  baskets 


Special  notice  to  our  Rcaacrs. 

On  SATURDAY,  JULY  19,  we  shall  publish  our  SUMMER 
HOLIDAY  NUMBER  of  the  "  Fishing  Gazette."   The  Special 
Feature  will  be  an  Illustrated  Supplement,  on  Art  Paper, 

SHOWING  THE  INTEREST  TAKEN  IN 
ANGLING  BY  OUR  ROYAL  FAMILY. 

There  will  also  be  many  other  Illustrations  and  Articles. 


We  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  any  readers  of  the  "Fishing 
Gazette "  who  will  send  the  names  and  addresses  of 
anglers  who  do  not  at  present  take  the  paper,  In  order 
that  a  Specimen  Copy  may  be  Sent  to  them. 


This  Special  Number  will  also  be  sent  to  every  important  Hotel 
and  Inn  in  good  Pishing  Districts  in  the  United  Kingdom. 


were  got.  On  June  25,  Mr.  J.  Robson  had  91b.,  Mr.  | 
J.  Hogg  121b.,  Mr.  J.  Cant  41b.,  and  Mr.  R.  Robertson 
6Jlb.  On  the  Tweed,  same  date,  Mr.  Stewart  had 
6Jlb.,  and  Mr.  R.  Ormiston  9Jlb. ;  the  latter  dish  was 
got  with  small  minnows.  On  June  27,  on  the  Tweed, 
Mr.  J.  Robson  had  131b.  ;  Mr.  Reed,  8Jlb. ;  Mr.  J. 
Hogg,  4Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  A.  Knox,  51b.  On  July  1,  Mr. 
J.  Hogg,  on  Eden,  71b.  On  Tweed,  Mr.  J.  Cant,  Clb. ; 
Mr.  J.  Robson,  9Jlb  ;  Mr.  Stewart,  4Jlb.  Oa  Teviot,  on 
the  2nd,  Mr.  J.  Hogg,  61b. ;  Mr.  Stewart,  5Jlb.  On  the 
3rd,  Mr.  Reed,  on  Teviot,  lOJlb. ;  on  Tweed,  Mr.  J. 
Robson,  71b. ;  on  Eden,  Mr.  Thompson,  51b.  The  rivers 
are  getting  very  low,  but  trout  are  taking  worm  very 
freely.  On  the  small  rivers  some  large  takes  have  been 
had,  one  basket  of  15Jlb.  having  been  got  on  Kale  last 
week  by  Mr.  Geo.  Patterson,  of  Chatto. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — For  the  past  week  this 
river  has  been  in  order,  the  water  having  fallen  ten 
inches  since  the  late  flood.  It  is  yet  very  high  for  the 
month  of  July,  and  the  run  of  grilse  that  continue  to 
come  in  from  the  sea  can  easily  pass  over  the  weirs 
of  the  middle  reaches  and  into  the  Kilrea  section, 
where  better  sport  is  being  had  than  for  many  past 
seasons.  Trout  have  been  taking  the  fly  badly  in 
the  day  time  at  all  the  stations,  bright  sunshine, 
east  wind  and  frost  in  the  evenings  having  prevailed 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  week.  Since  last  report 
Mr.  Ardale  took  eleven  grilse,  41b.,  51b.,  51b.,  5|lb., 
61b.,  6^1b.,  6Jlb.,  71b.,  7Jlb.,  and  81b.,  and  one  salmon, 
121b. ;  Mr.  Henry  Coates,  two  salmon,  8Jlb.  and  lO^lb. ; 
Mr.  P.  Wilson,  one  salmon,  111b. ;  Mr.  Thompson,  two 
grilse,  41b.  and  71b. ;  Mr.  P.  Dawson,  one  salmon,  91b. ; 
and  Mr.  J.  R.  T.  Mulholland,  one  salmon,  8^1b.  On 
the  Kilrea  section,  Mr.  Gunning  caught  three  salmon, 
Mr.  Craig  two  salmon,  Mrs.  Craig  one  salmon,  161b. ; 
Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson,  three  salmon,  161b.,  141b.,  and 
121b. ;  and  Mr.  Richardson,  two  salmon,  81b.  and  19Jlb. 
on  the  Caronrae  reach. — Dasiel  O'Pee. 

Belfast  and  District. — On  Marshallstown  Dam 
Messrs.  James  Murray,  J.  A.  Barlowe,  P.  Mcll- 
downey  and  others  had  an  odd  brace  of  Jib.  to  ^Ib. 
trout,  and  on  Woodburn  a  few  fish  were  taken.  My 
report  for  last  week  (too  late  for  insertion)  recorded 
the  capture  of  a  2J\b.  brown  trout  by  Mr.  Tom 
Wilson,  and  the  same  angler  had  a  IJlb.  rainbow 
(not  a  fib.  fish)  on  Woodburn.— J.  A.  B. 

Black-water  River  (co.  Cork).— Every  part  of 
the  river  is  now  full  of  salmon  and  grilse,  and  excellent 
sport  is  being  had.  On  Carrig  fishery  during  the 
week  R.  A.  Grove  Annesley  had  eight  salmon,  and 
Captain  Aikin  four.  On  Mocollop,  J.  O'Brien,  one, 
14lb.  On  Glenmore,  H.  Smith,  one  grilse.  On 
Careysville  good  sport  was  also  had.  River  in  splendid 
fishing  order,  but  weather  rather  bright.— W.  Haynes 
&  Son. 

Soyle. — The  May  Fly  season,  despite  the  unpro- 
pitious  weather,  has  proved  a  very  good  one.  Amongst 
the  most  successful  anglers  may  be  mentioned  :~ 
Messr-i.  Elliott,  Lake,  S.  McElroy,  and  Monson,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Holland,  Canon  Parker,  Messrs.  G.  H.,  H. 


J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depflt,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leefls,  holds  the  largest  stock  of  trout  flies,  sea-trout 
(lies,  siilmoTi  Hies,  casts,  and  general  fishing  tackle  in  the 
kingdom  It  is  only  necessary  to  state  general  reciuirements 
and  losality  leciuiieti  for  to  ensure  suitable  goods  being  sent  by 
return.  Selections  of  llie.i  and  suitable  nu)Unted  casts  made  up 
for  any  season  Uir  all  parts  of  the  country.  J.  E.  Afiller  has 
been  a  practicil  angler  for  over  30  years,  and  only  sends  out 
practical  goodij ;  hia  selections  can  always  be  relied  upon. 


P.,  and  H.  D.  Lloyd,  Major  Bunizall,  Col.  Durrant, 
Col.  Tidmarsh,  Messrs.  Wright,  Barton,  Henderson, 
Thornborrow,  and  Foster,  Sir  G.  Gore-Booth,  Mr. 
Welland,  Mr.  Ballintine,  Mr.  Ball,  Dr.  White,  Dr. 
Potts,  Messrs.  Moorhead,  McCale,  Birch,  Beaumont, 
Col.  Galloway,  etc. — G.  Taylob. 

Bast  Tyrone  Kivers. — Both  the  Blackwater  and 
the  Ballinderry  are  lowering  fast.  Trout  fishing  is 
confined  to  the  evenings,  and  salmon  fishing  is  of  the 
dullest  description.  On  the  Ballinderry  fly-fishers  are 
fairly  successful. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — Daring  the 
past  week  Mr.  S.  V.  Thomas  landed  twelve  salmon  and 
grilse,  Mr.  Stanley  Smith  five  salmon  and  grilse, 
Mr.  T.  M.  Pike  ten  salmon  and  grilse,  Mr.  H.  B.  Pike 
ten  salmon  and  grilse,  Mr.  E.  A.  Ralli  four 
salmon,  Mr.  C.  C.  Ralli  two  salmon.  Dr.  E.  Aiken  six 
salmon  and  grilse.  Sir  H.  B.  Robertson  six  s'vlmon  and 
grilse,  Mr.  F.  T.  Green  ten  salmon,  Mr.  W.  B.  Jameson 
ten  salmon  and  grilse,  Mr.  T.  B.  Johnston  thirteen 
salmon  and  grilse.  Mr.  T.  B.  Johnston  also  captured  a 
good  number  of  fine  brown  trout  in  the  late  evenings. 

— M.  ROGAN  &  SOKS. 

Lee  (co.  Cork).  —  Admiral  Jeffreys,  one  salmon 
two  grilse  ;  G.  M.  levers,  four  salmon ;  Mr.  St.  Leger 
Carter,  two  salmon  ;  J.  McAuliff,  one  grilse  ;  Mr. 
O'Leary,  two  salmon.  River  well  stocked  with  grilse 
and  salmon,  but  the  excessively  bright  weather  has 
been  much  against  sport. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Corrib. — Summer  weather  at  last,  but, 
alas  !  too  late  for  the  May  Fly  season,  which  is  now 
practically  over,  but  the  "Harry"  is  coming  in,  and 
so  dapping  will  in  the  course  of  another  fortnight  be 
in  full  swing  again  up  to  the  end  of  the  season. 
Several  pike  have  been  taken  during  the  past  week  on 
the  May  Fly,  also  some  good  trout  up  to  4§lb. 
The  Brothers  Smallpiece  trolling  kiUed  two  fine  trout, 
weighing  8Jlb.  and  6Jlb.  each  ;  and  on  June  28  Mr.  Doig 
killed  four  trout,  weighing  121b.  The  professional 
fishermen  averaged  41b.  per  man  per  day. — S.  B.  D. 

Loughs  IVIask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur).— Owing 
to  bright,  warm  weather  fly  fishing  is  not  so  good  since 
last  report,  but  trolling  was  never  known  to  be  such 
a  success,  and  some  large  trout  and  pike  have  been 
creeled,  Mr.  Webster  getting  the  largest  trout,  9Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Morgan  comes  next  with  one  of  8Jlb.  Mr.  Parker 
secured  the  largest  pike  of  331b.  Several  trout  caught 
during  the  week  weighed  from  31b.  to  6Jlb. — J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melvin.— Sport  amongst  the  grilse  and 
gillaroo  trout  continues  good,  and  the  following 
anglers  have  done  well  during  the  past  week: — Messrs. 
Heely,  Curran,  Kerr,  Humphrey,  etc.  Mr.  j  Stanley 
Smith  took  a  fine  basket  of  gillaroo  trout  on  July  1, 
several  of  the  trout  weighing  from  l^\b.  to  2}lb.  each. 
Mr.  H.  Murphy  took  a  trout  {salmo  ferox)  of  5Jlb.  on 
June  30,  and  Mr.  P.  Grimes  two  brown  trout  of  2Jlb. 
and  3 Jib.  Mr.  ]\Iax  Moore  caught  one  salmon  of  121b. 
on  the  Erne  on  June  30,— M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Mourne  (Newtown stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— Last 
week  Captain  Williams  killed  three  salmon.  The 
hotel  fishery  proprietors  have  just  had  a  successful 
prosecution — the  first  one — against  two  anglers  who 
trespassed  on  their  waters. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Long^hs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo).— Weather  sultry  and  fish  taking  badly,  but  an 
abundant  supply  in  the  river.  Mr.  Murray  had  six 
grilse,  341b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Scroop,  five  g'ilse,  291b. ;  Mr. 
E.  H.  Perry  Knox-Gore,  eight  grilse,  53lb. ;  Mr. 
John  Garvey,  five  grilse,  32ib.  ;  Mr.  Maitland,  five 
grilse,  34lb.  Sea  trout  anglers  are  having  good  takes 
daily.    Pishing  on  the  loughs  fair. — Pax  Hearnes. 
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TORTOISE-SHELL 


Established 
1790. 


MIXTURE 

All  that  a  Perfect  Pipe  Tobacco  should  be. 


i-lb.  Tins, 
1/8. 


_  W.  A.  &  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN,  Ipswich,  London,  and  Norwich. 

ANGLERS'    HOTELS,    EISHINO    QUARTERS,  &o. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Lough  Anupe,  Crolly  River  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 


FISHING. 


GOLF. 


SHOOTING. 


Best  and  cheapest  fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal  High- 
lands, within  10  miles  of  Railway  Station. 
Over  100  lakes.  Splendid  Mountain  and 
Coast  Scenery.  Sea  Fishing.  Good  Hotel 
Accommodation,  &c. — Terms  and  full 
particulars  from  S.  Hanlon,  C.P.S., 
Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 

ROSSES,  CROLLY  AND  LOUGH  ANURE 
FISHERY. 


H  AN  L  O  N'  S 
PRIVATE  HOTEL, 

Dungloe,    co.  Donegal. 

BARONY  HOTEL,  Birsay. 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  shores  of  loch  Birsay. 
Within  easy  distance  of  lochs  Hundland  and 
Swaunay.  A  lease  of  these  lochs  has  been 
secured  from  the  proprietors,  and  they  are  now 
strictly  preserved.  Birsay  is  known  as  the 
garden  of  Orkney,  owing  to  the  beauty  of  its 
situation  anil  the  richness  of  its  soil.  It  is  a 
favourite  health  resort,  and  being  suiTounded 
on  one  side  by  the  Atlantic,  the  air  is  liracing. 
'I  he  sea-coast  scenep'  is  very  grand.  Birsay  is 
rich  in  old  associations,  possessing  the  ruined 
palace  of  Earl  Kolieit  Stewart,  Ac.  Best  routes 
from  London  :  Bait  to  Thurso,  thence  per  Mail 
Steamer  to  Stromness ;  or  per  Steamer  from 
London  to  Leith  or  Aberdeen,  thence  Steamer 
to  Stromness.  On  notice  being  given,  con- 
veyances will  meet  boat.  Sea-bathing,  Boating, 
and  Fishing ;  reliable  boatmen.  All  kinds  of 
Fishing  Tackle  kept.  Also  a  small  Shooting. 


LOUGH  CONN  HOTEL  (ERREN  HOUSE), 

Crossmolina,  Ballina. 

First-cla8.s  SALMO.V  and  TROUT  FISHIN'G  on 
this  famous  lough  free.  This  Hotel  is  charmingly 
situated  as  a  resoit  for  Anglers  and  Family 
Parties.  High-class  catering  ;  superior  accom- 
modation, comprising  bathrooms  supx>!ied  with 
hot  and  cold  water,  private  sitting-rooms,  &c. 
Moderate  tariff .  Enquiry  solicited.  Apply  - 
MAt'RICE  ./.  FITZGERALD. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandshire,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  McINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  Noith  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rwms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
<Jlfice  and  Resident  Doctor. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghaos,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROI/T,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs— Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
VK»at  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  tix.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  boat  or  men.  Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


Udny  Arms,  Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

Under  cUsting:uished  patronage.    The  Crown  Prince  of 

Siam  ;  the  Nobility  and  Gentry. 
This  Hotel,  situated  near  the  estuary  of  the  river 
Ythan,  so  much  famed  for  its  Sea  Trout  Fishings, 
is  an  ideal  anglers'  rendezvous  and  recuperating 
home.  Bracing  air,  pure  water,  and  good 
sanitation.  Accommodation  July,  August,  and 
September  not  ne.irly  equal  to  demand.  Rooms 
booked  in  the  order  applied  for.  Fine  Golf 
Course.  Tariff  moderate.  Further  particulars 
from  proprietor,  .T.  RITCHIE.  Telegrnms : 
Ritchie,  Newburgh,  Aberdeen."  E.Ktract  from 
visitors'  book — "The  sea  trout  fishing  here  from 
the  bank  is  as  good  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with 
in  Norway,  Ireland,  or  elsewhere. " 


LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL. 


EXCELLENT  FREE  FISHING.  — 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout  — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishiug  on 
River  Inver,  June  and  July,  at  10s.  per 
rod  per  day.  Boats.  Experienced 
Gillies.  Fishing  Tackle.  Posting.  Route 
— Rail  to  Invershin,  where  carriage  will 
be  in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inchnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


LAIRG,  N.B. 

SUTHERLAND  ARMS  HOTEL 

Famed  for  its  Brown  Trout  and  Fero.v  Angling 
on  Lochs  Shin,  P'uarloch,  Beannoch  and  various 
other  waters  ;  also  Salmon  and  Grilse  on  River 
Shin.  Being  beautifully  situated  amiilst  grand 
scenery  at  east  of  Loeb  Shin,  it  is  much 
frequented  by  health  and  pleasure  seekers  from 
all  parts.  Postal  and  telegraphic  oHices  ne.xt 
door.    'Bus  attends  all  trains. 

WM.  \yALLA('K,,  Proiuietor. 


LOUGHS  CONN  AND  CULLIN. 


FREE  SALMON,  CHAR,  TROUT  and  PIKE 
FISHING.  —  Subscriber  begs  to  intimate  to 
Anglers  and  Tourists  that  his  HOTEL  is  now 
OPEN  for  the  reception  of  Anglers.  The  house 
is  situated  in  that  lovely  sheltered  glen  close  to 
the  Police  Barracks  ;  most  charming  scenery, 
wood  and  mountain,  and  overlooking  lough 
Cullin  ;  within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  pontoon 
lu-idge  on  lough  Conn,  celebrated  for  its  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing.  New  liathrooms  and  sanitary 
arrangements  ou  most  modern  system.  Sub- 
scriber begs  to  announce  that  be  has  secured 
the  Right  (  I  2000  Acres  of  good  Shooting,  con- 
venient to  Hotel.  Snitable  fishing-tackle  from 
best  London  firms  in  stock.  —  For  further 
particulai's  apply  to  the  Proprietor,  P.  Hkaly, 
The  Anglers'  Hotel  Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo, 
Ireland. 


SUTHERLAND  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Scourie,  via  Lairg",  N.B. 

Finely  situated  amidst  romantic  scenery,  and 
close  to  the  famed  Island  of  Handa,  the  haunt 
of  myriads  of  sea  birds.  Numerous  excellent 
lochs  and  streams  free  for  all  kinds  of  angling. 
•  'apital  sea  fl.shing.  Experienced  gillies.  Daily 
postal  communication.  Attractive  outings  by 
boats  or  conveyances.  Posting. 

iJirur.t  Route  :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  mail 
coach  or  hire.  Glasgow  steamers  call  weekly 
at  Badcall,  a  feiv  miles  off. 

M.  E.  ROSS,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CORRIB,  co.  Galway. 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

OXJGHXE  RAFfD. 

Close  to  Lough.  Free  Fishing.  Trout,  Salmon, 
Perch  and  Pike,  the  best  in  Ireland  ;  also  WiUl 
Fowl  Shooting. 

The  Corrib  is  3.5  miles  in  length  and  covers  37 
sqiuire  miles,  with  numerous  beautiful  Islands. 

Superior  accommodation  ;  bath-room  and  sani- 
tary arrangements  on  the  most  modern  system. 

Inclusive  hotel  charges,  6/6  per  day,  or  £2  23. 
per  week.  T.  F.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

Via  Lairg,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLER'S  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Fero.x.  Fishing  on  lochs  Shin,  Grian,  Merkland, 
and  Gorm.  Also  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing. 
Boats  and  experienced  gillies.    Posting,  Ac. 

DUNCAN  MACKAY. 
Total  season  1895,  sixty  days'  fishing  for  one 
rod,  2,206  fish,  weighing  1,125  lb.    Last  season's 
catch,  over  10,000  fish. 


SPLENDID 

SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING 

At  Kajana,  North  Finland. 

Season  from  1st  June  to  20th  September. 
Excellent  New  Hotel,  teims  very  moderate. 
Beautiful  scenery.  Fishing  permits  are  obtained 
from  the  Finland  Steamship  Co.,  Helsingforp, 
at  a  charge  of  2s.  &d.  per  rod  per  day.  The 
R.M.S.  "Arcturus"or  "Polaris"  leave  Hull 
every  Saturday  for  Helsingfors,  return  fare 
first  class,  £8.  Further  particulars  may  be 
"Obtained  from  .ToHN  Goon  &  Sons.  Hull.  Agents. 


GOOD  COARSE  FISHING  in 
preserved  ■waters,  well  stocked ; 
excellent  Roach  swims.  Every  ac- 
commodation for  anglers.  Term.s 
moderate.  —  Chapman,  Blunham 
Mills,  Sandy. 


BENETFIN 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 

TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/-  per  doz. 

A  SPECIALITY. 

CHUB,  LOCH  and  SEA  TROUT  FLIES,  1/6  per  doz. 
SALMON  FLIES  (tied  to  order),  1/-  to  1/6  each. 


QREENHEART  ROD,  11  ft.  (3  joints),  balanced  butt  7/- 
QREENHEART  CYCLE  ROD,  9  ft.  (5  joints)..  9/- 
SPLIT  CANE  ROD,  10  ft.  (.3  joints),  2  tops,  Cork  Grip, 

gi'ooved  wood  case,  in  bag  complete  . .        . .         . .  11/6 

BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED 

QREENHEART    FLY   ROD,   2   tops,  top  case. 
Snake  Rings,  Universal  Winch  Fittings,  lo  ft., 
1 1  ft.  or  12  ft.  . . 
BEST   ENGLISH   MADE   SPLIT  CANE  FLY  ROD, 

2  tops,  top  case,  serrated  ferrules,  spiral  lock  joints, 

Cork  Grip,  10  ft.,  11  ft.  or  12  ft  

If  with  Steel  Centre     . .        . .        . .        . .      extra    20 /- 

N.B. — AH  Rods  are  priced  complete  with  Bags. 

WADINQ  NETS,  ■with  clip,  from  5/6  each  complete. 
FINE,    NATURAL,   MEDIUM   and   STRONG  CASTS, 
3  yds.,  6d.,  8d.  and  9d.  each. 
"HERCULES"  CASTS,  all  sizes,  8d.  each. 

Mention  "Fishing-  GajEette." 


21/- 


75/- 
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Moy  (Ballina). — Water  iu  good  order,  south  winds, 
and  the  pools  are  full  of  fish;  getting  hundreds 
daily  in  the  nets.  Mr.  Scroop  got  some  nice  fish 
during  the  week,  and  killed  five  on  Tuesday  and  lost 
some  more.  Mr.  Wilson  got  a  few  grilse  during  the 
week.  On  the  whole  fishing  is  very  good. — John 
Deveks. 

Shannon  and  Longli  "Derg  (Killaloe).— The 

grilse-fishing  on  the  reserved  waters  has  been  some- 
thing brilliant  during  the  past  fortnight  or  so,  but  the 
bags  made  would  be  too  numerous  to  mention. 
Suffice  to  say  that  several  English  rods  have  taken  four 
or  five  salmon  and  grilse  each  in  one  day.  Mr.  Bertram 
Gotham  and  his  brother  Mr.  J.  Gotham,  of  Presoot, 
England,  fishing  from  the  one  boat,  have  killed  in 
twelve  days  as  many  as  forty-eight  lovely  grilse, 
ranging  in  weight  from  51b.  to  101b.,  besides  several 
dishes  of  river  trout. — S.  J.  Hurley, 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — On  Doonass  Mr.  H. 
Hodges  got  five  peal,  31b.,  41b.,  '51b.,  5|lb.,  61b.  ;  Mr. 
S.  C.  Vansittart,  one  peal,  5jlb.  On  Prospect,  Mrs. 
Gripps  killed  three  peal,  3|lb.,  4Jlb.,  51b.  ;  Mr.  S. 
Gripps,  two  ipeal,  5Jlb.,  71b.  On  Newgarden,  from 
June  25  to  30,  Mr.  A.  Creswick  killed  twelve  peal,  41b., 
41b.,  41b.,  411b.,  5Ib.,  5Jlb.,  Clb.,  61b.,  61b.,  e^lb.,  81b., 
91b.  On  Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  one 
peal,  51b.  On  the  Gastle  Fishery  Mr.  G.  W.  Green- 
hill  killed  one  salmon,  81b.  Trout  fishers  are  still 
having  good  sport. — J.  Enright  and  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — Numbers  of  boat  anglers  have  been 
off  during  the  past  week  (about  twenty  boats  on 
June  29  off  the  east  end  of  the  town).  Catches 
chiefly  confined  to  flatfish,  with  an  occasional 
whiting  or  bream.  Mackerel  have  been  "  schooling  " 
close  in  for  some  days  past.  I  counted  ten  "  schools  " 
in  sight  at  once  a  day  or  two  ago,  and  longshoremen 
are  out  daily  with  suitable  sein  nets,  and  very  exciting 
work  it  is  after  encompassing  a  "  school." — H. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The  pier  was  fairly  patronised 
by  visiting  anglers  during  the  recent  short  vacation, 
but  the  water  was  so  clear  and  bright  that  sport  ruled 
slow  throughout  the  whole  time.  The  only  relief  was 
afforded  by  a  considerable  number  of  nurse-dogs  which 
bit  readily  at  mackerel  or  other  white  bait  cast  to 
them.  Two  gentlemen,  Mr.  Fenn  and  Mr.  Robert 
Richardson,  each  secured  a  few  plaice  in  prime  condi- 
tion, the  largest  turning  the  scale  at  21b.  lloz.  Small 
pouting  afforded  some  sport  and  amusement  to  the 
juveniles  on  several  days,  and  Mr.  Sexton's  well-known 
skill  was  rewarded  with  a  few  good  pollack,  all  of  them 
well  baited  fish.  The  strong  north-east  wind  at  present 
prevailing  has  almost  brought  local  fishing  to  a  period. 
— J,  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.) 

Plymouth. — The  sport  has  been  good  all  the  week 
and  the  weather  on  the  whole  very  fair.  The  sea  is 
calm,  and  plenty  of  fish  about ;  pollack  are  plentiful 
and  large.  At  the  entrance  to  the  Yealm  some  very 
large  ones  were  caught ;  the  bass  are  taking  better 
this  week  at  the  pier,  but  not  till  night  or  after  dark. 
The  boats  that  have  been  afber  the  pouting  have  all 
done  well,  the  takes  averaging  six  dozen  a  boat,  and 
the  fish  were  large.  The  piers  and  jetties  are  giving 
fair  sport. — William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — The  fishing  has  improved  this  week, 
codling  and  dabs  being  fairly  plentiful.  Mr.  Laker 
has  averaged  about  a  score  of  the  latter  daily,  with 
one  or  two  bass.  Mr.  Tanton,  on  June  29,  had  two 
score  of  dabs  and  nearly  as  many  whiting,  the  latter 
small.  A  few  silver  eels  have  also  been  taken.  The 
netsmen  in  the  inner  harbour  have  taken  a  consider- 
able number  of  mullet  of  good  size,  but  as  usual  they 
refuse  all  lures  presented  to  them  by  the  angler. 
Wind,  easterly,  strong,  and  cold. — Grey  Mullett. 

Weymouth. — The  weather  has  come  in  much 
warmer,  and  the  fishing,  in  consequence,  has  been 
looking  up  a  bit  better.  The  large  bass  are  to  be 
found  at  the  breakwater ;  they  are  also  coming  up  the 
harbour.  Several  nice  large  fish  have  been  caught. 
The  pollack,  likewise,  are  on  the  feed,  and  several 
good  catches  have  been  had.  A  gentleman  from 
London  (who  called  upon  me  through  the  Fishing 
Gazette)  was  out  on  Tuesday  (July  1)  at  Balaclava 
Bay,  and  got  nearly  four  dozen  pollack,  some  of  them 
21b.  apiece.  Pollack  are  now  to  be  taken  also  in  the 
harbour  and  backwater. — A.  G.  Rowell. 


Jingling  ^xxtxxtcs. 

July  7. 

Central  Association :  Monthly  Delegate  Meeting. 
July  11. 

A.B.S. :  Committee  Meeting. 
July  12. 

Gresham:  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament  at 
Chesham. 

July  13. — D.  Pithouse's  Competition  at  Langley. 
„  14. — Piscatorial  Society :  Half-yearly  Meeting. 
„   15. — Royal  George  :  Visit. 

„   19. — Piscatorial  Society:  Annual  Summer  Dinner 

at  Newbury. 
„  21,— Anglers'  Asspciatjon  :  Delegate  Meeting, 


Associations 

(Special  Meetings). 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

We  have  been  successful  in  obtaining  the  exclusive 
right  of  fishing  in  the  well-known  Flander's  Weir 
Fishery,  situated  midway  between  Angel  -  road, 
Ponder's  End,  and  Chingford  Stations,  on  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway ;  return  fares  being  Is.,  Is  ,  and  lOd. 
respectively.  This  fishery  will  be  a  particular  boon 
to  east  and  north  London  anglers,  and  is  easily 
accessible  to  all  London  anglers.  Mrs.  McMullen, 
at  the  cottage  by  the  footbridge,  provides  dinners 
and  teas  at  a  very  moderate  charge.  Taking  into 
consideration  the  distance  the  fishery  is  from  London 
the  surroundings  are  particularly  pleasant.  I  have 
no  doubt  many  anglers  will  spend  a  deal  of  their 
time  on  this  water  with  good  results.  Members  can 
start  fishing  at  once  subject  to  the  present  rules 
regulating  our  private  fisheries.  The  general  com- 
mittee meeting  will  be  held  on  Monday  next,  July  7, 
at  8.30  p.m. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 


British  Sea  Anglers'  Society — 

At  their  usual  members'  meeting  at  Frascati's,  on 
Wednesday  (July  2),  reports  were  read  from  the 
society's  agents  at  East  Looe  and  Southwick.  Mr. 
Mallett  reported  fishing  at  Southwick,  weather  bad 
and  cold — first  day,  eight  score  pouting,  ten  bream 
up  to  lib.,  and  half-a-score  of  good  dabs;  on  the 
Monday  more  good  pouting  up  to  IJlb.,  and  more 
dabs ;  on  the  Tuesday,  small  conger,  and  two 
score  dabs  of  fair  size.  Mr.  Norman  reported 
that  Mr.  Maull  had  taken  four  score  dabs 
and  a  few  weavers,  fishing  at  Newhaven.  Dr. 
Patterson  reported  that  during  his  absence  on 
the  West  Coast  of  Africa  he  had  tried  sea  angling 
at  the  Canaries,  Sierra  Leone,  Monrovia,  Secondi, 
Gape  Coast  Castle,  Grand  Bassam,  and  Cape  Palma 
with  but  very  poor  results,  the  only  bait  obtainable 
being  refrigerated  fish — evidently  not  an  accept- 
able one.  Pish  all  down  the  Coast  very  scarce  and 
in  great  demand,  fetching  high  prices  sold  dried 
and  odoriferous.  The  Government  investigations, 
for  which  a  large  grant  had  been  voted,  were 
described  as  being  effected  purely  by  scientists, 
Mr.  Bates  produced  a  collection  of  knots  and  bends 
used  in  sea  fishing,  explaining,  illustrating  and 
instructing  the  mysteries  of  hook  attachment,  the 
piecing  and  working  of  gut,  the  making  of  snoods 
and  the  plaiting  of  traces,  much  useful  information 
being  afforded  to  members  present.  A  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  was  accorded  Dr.  Patterson,  the  chairman, 
whose  return  in  good  health  from  a  six  months' 
sojourn  in  West  Africa  was  hailed  with  much 
enthusiasm  by  his  fellow  members.  It  was 
announced  that  the  next  meeting  would  be  held  on 
Wednesday,  July  30. 

City  op  London  Piscatorial  Society — 

An  informal  discussion  took  place  as  to  the  great 
advantages  which  would  accrue  to  London  anglers 
(and  to  the  revenues  of  the  two  associations)  if 
holders  of  either  of  the  existing  issues  of  privilege 
tickets  were  able  to  obtain  (on  additional  payment) 
permission  to  fish  the  waters  of  the  association, 
other  than  that  to  which  they  belonged.  Mr, 
Woodruff,  the  amiable  secretary  of  the  Anglers' 
Association,  who  was  present,  stated  that  hitherto 
no  arrangement  had  been  possible,  although  efforts 
had  been  made  in  that  direction.  The  general 
opinion  of  the  meeting  seemed  to  be  that 
the  matter  might  be  again  ventilated,  and  on 
acceptable  terms,  even  without  amalgamation, 
a  working  arrangement  might  be  made.  On 
Tuesday,  July  1,  Mr.  C.  E.  Posbrooke  presided. 
Mr.  Salisbury,  at  Edenbridge,  had  carp  up  to  21b. 
Mr.  Newport  perch  up  to  fib. ;  Mr.  T.  W.  Maynard, 
at  Ripley  and  Sheppercon,  chub  and  roach  ;  Mr. 
Posbrooke,  from  the  Mole,  many  small  fish  and 
about  one  dozen  decent  roach  ;  Mr.  Gilbert  some 
fair  dace  from  Shefford.  Several  other  members 
had  also  fished.  A  new  member  was  elected,  and 
various  books  added  to  the  library  by  Mr.  Drjdan, 
for  which  he  was  duly  thanked.  It  was  announced 
that  membership  cards  were  in  course  of  prepara- 
tion, and  due  notification  will  be  made  when  ready. 

Geesham  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  W.  Marshall  presided  at  a  very  pleasant 
meeting  of  the  Society  held  on  Tuesday  last. 
Fishing  experiences  were  the  chief  subject  of  in- 
terest, though  there  was  an  interesting  discussion 
as  to  the  rainbow  trout  introduced  to  the  Chesham 
Waters  and  dace  in  the  Kelvedon  Waters.  Mr. 
Emery  had  visited  the  Thames  trout  fishing,  but 
only  captured  a  number  of  pike,  and  small  trout. 
Mr.  J.  Martin  Dickins  was  more  fortunate,  securing 
a  nice  fish  of  31b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Riches  a  number  of 
carp  ;  Mr.  Reed  a  number^of  pollack  fromjWeymouth, 
though  he  experienced  a  strong  wind  all  through  his 
stay;  Mr.  Eidred  a  lib.  lOoz.  trout  from  Chesham; 
Mr.  Gill,  dace  and  chublwhilst  trout  fishing,  some  of 
^be  phub  being  over  31b,  each— all  were  returned; 


Mr.  Zerfaas,  chub,  roach  up  to  IJlb.,  barbel  and 
perch;  Mr.  Connellan,  daoe  and  one  small  trout; 
Mr,  Hicks,  chub  41b,,  daoe,  and  a  trout  of  IJlb. ; 
and  Mr.  Gray  and  Mr.  Woodruff,  a  few  roach.  Mr. 
Borthwioks,  away  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  has  had 
some  splendid  baskets  of  trout,  averaging  nearly 
lib.  each.  On  Saturday  (July  12)  a  fly  and  bait 
casting  tournament  will  be  held  at  Chesham.  This 
is  only  intended  to  be  a  friendly  contest  amongst 
the  members,  and  there  will  be  no  efforts  to  make 
records.  Those  interested  in  the  fixture  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday  (July  8)  and  assist 
in  arranging  details.— J.  H.  Walker. 

Highbury  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  was  in  the  chair  at  the  weekly 
meeting  held  on  Wednesday  last,  when  two  members 
were  deputed  to  fish  a  private  lake  with  a  view  to 
renting  it.  Many  members  of  the  society  have  been 
fishing  during  the  holidays,  and  it  was  very  interesting 
to  hear  their  respective  fishing  experiences.  Plenty 
of  water  was  in  the  rivers,  but  they  were  not  fishing 
at  all  well,  and  as  our  motto  is  "  quality  before 
quantity  "  a  number  of  the  fish  were  given  their 
liberty  again  to  grow  an  inch  or  two  longer.  Ply 
fishing  on  the  club  water  is  at  a  standstill,  and  I 
would  advise  members  to  give  it  a  rest  for  a  week 
or  two.  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  the  names  of 
any  gentlemen  who  intend  going  to  Houghton  on 
July  13  or  16  (being  the  first  two  of  the  series  of 
outgoings).  Messrs.  Westrup  and  Dunn,  fishing  in 
Ireland,  have  taken  trout  of  61b.,  51b.  7oz.,  and 
5lb.  2oz.,  and  many  from  31b.  to  51b.  (one  specimen 
4Jlb.  caught  by  Mr.  H.  Dunn,  fishing  clear  water 
worm  on  very  fine  gut,  took  twenty  minutes  before 
being  brought  to  the  landing  net).  They  have  also 
had  good  sport  with  the  fly,  taking  trout  up  to  IJlb. 
On  several  occasions  they  have  been  amongst  the 
jack  and  perch,  landing  several  jack  71b.  to  lOlb., 
and  perch  up  to  lib.  8oz.  Mr.  T.  A.  Sauuders  has 
recorded  seven  good  fish  (barbel  and  chub)  weighing 
23lb.  14Joz.,  largest  barbel  5lb.  13oz.  and  best  chub 
31b.  BJoz.  Mr.  Wedlake  has  taken  chub  up  to 
21b.  lOoz.  Mr.  Attwood  roach  up  to  lib.  5,|oz.  and 
perch  up  to  lib.  3oz. — Secretary  jico  tcm. 

Piscatorial  Society— 

Mr.  Robert  Bradford  took  the  chair  at  Monday's 
meeting.  The  hon.  librarian,  Mr.  J.  W.  Ziehnsdorf, 
laid  upon  the  table  a  new  type-written  catalogue  of 
the  books  and  pictures  under  his  charge.  The  list 
entailed  a  vast  amount  of  labour  and  is  as  complete 
as  it  could  possibly  be  made.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  the  members  were  profuse  in  their  thanks  to 
their  librarian  for  the  most  welcome  and  useful 
work  he  had  so  kindly  prepared  for  their  benefit. 
Angling  reports  were  very  satisfactory.  Several 
large  Kennet  trout  had  come  to  grief  in  the  holidays. 
Capt.  A.  E.  Hayward  Pinch  killed  a  grand  fish  of 
41b.  14oz.,  and  another  of  21b. ;  Mr.  T.  H.  Bacon,  a 
good  shaped  trout  of  31b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Humby,  one  of 
2lb. ;  and  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  a  smaller  one.  The 
vice-president  had  a  beautiful  Colne  trout  of 
41b.  loz.,  and  one  of  21b.,  besides  numbers 
of  chub  and  dace  all  with  the  fly.  Mr. 
Horace  Zaehnsdorf  had  jack  and  chub  from  the 
Kennet,  and  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  ijere  took  chub  and 
dace,  principally  with  the  fly.  Mr.  de  Couroy  had 
coarse  fish  at  Uxbridge,  and  on  the  Lambourn 
Messrs.  Frank  Ward,  W.  G.  Fletcher,  and  others 
had  medium  sport.  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans,  who  had 
fished  Loch  Leven,  had  very  indifferent  luck  owing 
to  the  hot  weather  and  bright  glaring  sun.  Mr. 
Edward  J.  Walker  has  consented  to  be  chairman  of 
the  summer  dinner  at  Newbury,  and  it  therefore 
goes  without  saying  that  the  gathering  will  be  a 
particularly  jolly  and  enjoyable  one. — Hon.  Sec. 

South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List — 
The  visit  took  place  on  Tuesday  last  to  the  Ber- 
mondsey  Brothers  at  their  new  headquarters  in 
Tooley-street.  Mr.  W.  Musgrave  occupied  the  chair. 
Mr.  Wade  called  the  roll,  and  twelve  societies  were 
found  to  be  represented  at  the  gathering.  The  next 
visit  goes  to  the  Collingwood  Angling  Society.  Date 
to  follow.— A.  G.  S. 


THE  SURVEY  OF  BRITISH  LAKES. 


The  regular  work  of  the  Lake  Survey  was  commenced 
in  the  beginning  of  April,  and  it  has  since  been  prose- 
cuted with  vigour,  under  the  personal  superintendence 
of  Sir  John  Murray,  K.G.B.,  the  scene  of  operations 
being  the  lochs  in  the  valleys  of  the  Tay  and  Spean, 
From  Rannoch  Lodge,  where  Sir  John  Murray  has 
taken  up  his  abode,  excursions  of  longer  or  shorter 
duration  have  been  made  to  the  lakes  in  the  surrounding 
district.  Up  to  the  present  time  the  following  twenty 
lakes  have  been  completely  surveyed— namely,  Lochs 
Earn,  Tay,  Tummel,  Rannoch,  Loohan  Sron  Smeur, 
Eigheach,  Laidon,  Bil,  Loohan  na  h'Achlaise,  Lochan 
na  Stainge,  Buidhe,  Lyon,  lubhair,  and  Dochart,  in  the 
basin  of  the  Tay ;  Locha  Laggan,  Lochan  na  h-Earba, 
Treig,  Ossian,  and  Ghuilbinn,  in  the  basin  of  the  Spean ; 
and  Loch  Tulla,  which  flows  into  Loch  Awe  by  the  river 
Orchy,    The  surveys  of  Loohs  Arkaig  and  Grunachan 
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ANDERSONS 

Gold  Medal  and  Special  Prize 

WADERS,  BOOTS,  BROGUES,  &G. 

EVERY 
REQUISITE 


ONE 
GOLD 
THREE 
SILVER 
MEDALS 
PARIS, 

1900. 


THE  "  NEVERSLIP"  BROGUE. 


A  lioht  Shoe  Brogue  with  Felt  Soles  and  hobbed 
Heels,  to  give  a  sure  foothold  on  Slippery  Rocks, 
22s.  6d.  per  pair. 


IN 

WATERPROOF 

AND 

RUBBER 

FOK  THE 

ANGLER. 


No.  1  Gold  Medal  quality,  49/6 
for  Hard  Wear. 

No.  3  Gold  Medal  quality,  37/6 
for  Light  Summer  Wear. 
These  Waders  were  highly 
commended  in  the  Field. 


FISHING 
TROUSERS. 


No.  1  Gold  Medal  Quality,  we  recommeud  f or 

HARD  WEAR   49s.  6d. 

Is-o.  2  Gold  Medal  Quality,  we  recommend  for 

MEDIUM  WORK   

No.  3  Gold  Medal  Quality,  being  very  light,  are 
intended  for  LIGHT  SUMMER 

WEAR    37s.  6d. 

No.  4  Quality,  for  ROUGH  MEDIUM 

WORK   ^  ■••  35s. 

No  5  Quality,  for  MEDIUM  WORK  ...  25s. 


ANDERSONS'  FOLDING  FISHING 
SEATS. 

Is.  6d.  each  ;  6  for  8s.  6d. 
2s.  each  ;  6  for  1 1  s.  6d. 


14  by  10  ill., 
16.  by  1-2  in. 


FOLOCD 


1901  Pattern 

"QUARTERDECK  BOOTS." 

Pure  Rubber,  lined  leather,  with 
leather  feet  and  soles. 
Price  52s.  6d.  per  pair. 


RUBBER  DRINKING 
CUPS. 

Collapsible 
for  the 

Pocket, 

Is.  each  ; 
6  for  5s.  6cl. 


The  Improved 

^'  BUCKLAND" 
WATERPROOF 
FISHING  AND 
SHOOTING 
JACKETS, 

34  and  37  ins.  long. 
Price  47s.  6d. 
For  all  stock  sizes,  14 
in  number. 


MAGNIFICENT 
STOCK. 


FISHING  STOCKINGS. 

1  2  and  .3,  Gold  Medal  qualities,  3 Is.  6d., 
'  '  27s.  6d.,  and  24s.  6d.  per  pair. 
4  &  5,  ordinary  qualities,  19s.  6d.  &  15s.  6d. 


When  ordering  WADERS  by  post 
Customers  should  state  height,  length 
of  fork,  size  round  waist,  and  give  out- 
line of  foot  or  state  size  of  boot. 

When  ordering  BROGUES  it  is 
better  to  send  us  one  of  your  Waders. 

BOOTS  or  "BUCKLAND" 
WADERS,  send  an  easy  fitting  boot 
or  send  size  of  same. 

We  allow  5  per  cent,  discount  (Is. 
in  the  £1)  for  prompt  cash  payment. 

VERY  SPECIAL  LINE 

S  LEGGINGS 

ONLY  300  PAIRS. 
UsuAt  Peice  : 

4/6  Pe'  P^i"^'  ^"'^  1/"  P*^"-"  P^^'-" ' 
or  li/6  per  doz.  pairs. 

SAMPLE  PAIR,  Post  Free, 

for  1/3. 
They  are  Drab  Rubber, 
and  that  is  the  only  rea- 
son we  are  clearing  at 
such  a  ridiculous  figure. 


THE  "SANDEMAN"  BROGUE 


VEEY  BEST  QUALITY 

for  the 
HARDEST  WEAR. 
Price  30s. 
per  pair. 
Size  13's,  32s.  6d. 


THE 


HAMPSHIRE" 
FISHING 
JACKET. 

25s.,  21s.  &  10s.  6d. 


1901  Pattern 

"NON-SUPPING 
PIKE "  BOOTS. 

Good  sound  quality 
rubber,  felt  lined  for 
warmth,  deeply 
grooved  soles  (arrow 
pattern),  which  pre- 
vent side  slipping, 
nails  in  heels. 

As  suggested  and  used 
by  E.  B.  Marston,  Esq. 

27s.  6d.  per  pair. 

Ladies', 

18s.  6d.  per  pair. 


THE  ANGLERS' 
WATERPROOFERS, 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON,  &  ANDERSON,  LTD. 


India  Rubber  and  Waterproof  Manufacturers,  37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  LONDON, 
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were  completed  on  June  16,  and  the  staff  are  now 
engaged  on  Lochs  Morar  and  Shiel.  Of  the  lakes 
recently  surveyed  only  four,  so  far  as  is  known,  had 
been  previously  systematically  sounded.  Several  years 
ago  Lochs  Tay,  Earn,  Eauuoch,  and  Tummel  were 
sounded  by  Mr.  Grant  Wilson,  of  the  Geological  Survey 
of  Scotland,  and  two  years  ago  Loch  Earn  was  visited 
by  Sir  J ohn  Murray  and  the  late  Mr.  Pullar,  who  took 
a  large  number  of  soundings.  Mr.  Wilson's  results 
are,  on  the  whole,  confirmed  by  the  recent  surveys  of 
these  four  lakes,  the  slight  differences  observed  being 
due  probably  to  the  different  methods  and  apparatus 
employed  in  taking  the  soundinga,  and  also  perhaps 
to  changes  in  the  level  of  the  surface  water  in  the 
intervals  between  the  dates  when  the  surveys  were 
made.  The  temperature  of  the  water  is  observed  from 
surface  to  bottom  by  means  of  Negretti  &  Zambra 
reversing  thermometers  and  Miller-Gasella  maximum 
and  minimum  thermometers,  and  the  transparency  is 
registered  by  sinking  a  white  disc  until  it  disappears 
from  sight  while  looking  through  a  water-glass.  The 
pelagic  microscopic  organisms  are  captured  by  silk 
tow-nets  drawn  through  the  water  at  various  depths, 
collections  are  made  around  the  shores  by  hand-nets, 
the  organisms  living  on  the  bottom  are  collected  by 
various  dredges,  and  samples  of  the  mud  and  sand 
covering  the  lake-floor  are  brought  up  by  the  sounding- 
tube  fixed  to  the  sounding  wire.  An  interesting  fact 
in  connection  with  the  work  of  the  Lake  Survey  is  the 
record,  probably  for  the  first  time  in  Scotland,  of 
"seiches"  in  some  of  the  larger  lakes.  A  short  note 
on  one  of  these  examples  of  rhythmic  pulsation  in 
the  waters  of  a  lake,  due,  it  is  supposed,  to  variations 
of  atmospheric  pressure,  has  been  contributed  by  Mr. 
Parsons  in  a  recent  issue  of  Nature. 

Locu  Tay. 

LDch'  Tay  may  fairly  claim  to  be  the  largest  laka  in 
the  basin  of  the  Tay,  though  Loch  Ericht  is  quite 
comparable  as  regards  length,  maximum  breadth,  and 
maximum  depth,  but  the  average  breadth  of  Loch  Tay 
is  greater  than  that  of  Loch  Ericht.  Its  superficial 
area  is  therefore  larger,  its  mean  depth  is  greater,  and 
it  holds  a  larger  cubic  mass  of  water.  Loch  Tay  is 
over  fourteen  and  a  half  miles  in  length,  over  one  mile 
in  maximum  width,  the  mean  breadth  being  nearly 
three-quarters  of  a  mile,  and  its  waters  cover  an  area 
of  over  ten  square  miles.  Its  maximum  depth,  as 
determined  by  the  Lake  Survey,  is  508  feet,  though 
Mr.  Wilson  records  a  depth  of  85  fathoms,  or  510  feet. 
Its  mean  depth  is  199  feet,  and  the  bulk  of  water  con- 
tained in  the  lake  is  estimated  at  about  56,550,000,000 
cubic  feet.  Loch  Tay  forms  a  simple  basin,  the  deepest 
portion  (over  500  feet  in  depth)  occupying  a  central 
position,  about  nine  miles  from  the  south-west  end 
and  five  and  a  half  miles  from  the  north-east  end,  lying 
in  the  centre  of  the  depression  with  depths  exceeding 
400  feet,  which  is  over  three  and  a  half  miles  in  length. 
About  three  miles  from  the  south-western  end  there 
is  a  small  depression  over  half-a-mile  in  length,  with 
depths  exceeding  300  feet,  separated  by  an  interval  of 
about  one  mile  from  the  main  300  feet  depression, 
which  is  seven  and  a  half  miles  in  length.  The 
200  feet  depression  extends  from  about  two  miles 
above  the  south-west  end  to  within  one  and  a  half  miles 
from  the  north-east  end,  and  is  eleven  miles  in  length. 
The  100  feet  depression  approaches  to  within  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  south-west  end  and  one- 
third  of  a  mile  from  the  north-east  end.  Of  the  entire 
lake-floor  30  per  cent,  is  covered  by  less  than  100  feet 
of  water,  45  per  cent  is  covered  by  water  with  depths 
between  100  and  300  feet,  and  25  per  cent,  is  covered 
by  water  exceeding  300  feet  in  depth. 

Loch  Tummel. 
Loch  Tummel  is  two  and  three-quarter  miles  in 
length,  the  maximum  breadth  being  half-a-mile,  and 
the  mean  breadth  over  one-third  of  a  mile,  its  super- 
ficial area  being  slightly  less  than  one  square  mile. 
The  Lake  Survey  found  a  maximum  depth  of  128  feet, 
the  greatest  depth  recorded  by  Mr.  Wilson  being 
20H  fathoms,  or  124  feet.  The  mean  depth  is  48  feet, 
and  the  bulk  of  water  is  estimated  at  about 
1,317,000,000  cubic  feet.  The  floor  of  Loch  Tummel 
is  irregular,  falling  into  three  deep  basins,  separated 
by  two  shallow  ridges,  as  already  observed  by  Mr. 
Wilson.  The  deepest  basin  is  situated  near  the  west 
end  of  the  loch,  the  maximum  depth  of  128  feet 
occupying  a  central  position  in  this  basin ;  but  a  short 
distance  to  the  south  a  sounding  of  74  feet  is  recorded 
in  close  proximity  to  a  sounding  of  127  feet.  The 
central  basin,  separated  from  the  western  basin  by  a 
ridge  with  a  maximum  depth  of  52  feet  on  it,  is  nearly 
half-a-mile  in  length,  and  hag  a  maximum  depth  o£ 
119  feet.  The  eastern  basin  has  a  maximum  depth 
of  99ft.,  and  is  separated  from  the  central  basin  by  a 
rise  with  only  32  feet  on  it.  The  50  feet  depression  is 
a  continuous  area  stretching  from  within  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  the  west  end  to  less  than  100  yards  from 
the  east  end  of  the  loch.  Of  the  entire  lake-floor 
37  per  cent,  is  covered  by  less  than  25  feet  of  water, 
19  per  cent,  by  water  between  25  and  .50  feet  in  depth, 
84  per  cent,  by  water  between  50  and  100  feet  in  depth, 
and  10  per  cent,  by  water  exceeding  100  feet  in  depth. 
—Daily  Scotsman. 


Sowings  bp_f^c  i^ap. 

Pleasure  cannot  he  measured  by  what  it  costs,  and 
joij  is  more  often  given  by  a  penny  than  a  pound. — 
J.  J.  Rousseau, 


The  latest  bulletin  as  we  go  to  press  on  Thursday 
night  is  that  "  The  King  has  slept  well.  Nothing  has 
occurred  to  mar  the  excellent  progress  His  Majesty  is 
now  making." 


A  WELL-KNOWN  London  angler  has  been  fishing  the 
Ley  (Tor  Cross),  near  Kingsbridge,  south  Devon,  and 
sends  some  particulars  of  his  excellent  sport.  He 
says:  "The  Ley  is  teeming  with  fish,  and  is  the  best 
stocked  piece  of  water  I  have  ever  fished  in  an 
experience  of  over  twenty  years.  One  day  I  took  200 
rudd,  best  six  fish  just  over  121b.  In  five  days'  fishing 
only  once  was  the  take  less  than  100  rudd.  Also 
during  a  brief  spell  of  pike  fishing  I  had  several  over 
61b.  each.  I  can  assure  anglers  who  care  to  go  to  this 
lovely  place  they  will  be  well  treated  by  Mr.  Vickery, 
who  stands  unrivalled  amongst  hotel  keepers.  I  may 
add  that  my  best  fish  have  been  sent  to  London  for 
preservation." 


The  secretary  of  Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers  Angling 
Society  wishes  to  announce  that  the  club  has 
removed  from  "  The  Windmill,"  Clapham  Park-road, 
to  "  The  Manor  Arms,"  Manor-street. 


In  company  with  the  "  General,"  Mr.  A.  V.  Wriggles- 
worth  (of  the  Lychnobites)  on  June  29  captured  281b. 
of  good  roach  and  dace  at  Henley. 


"Trout  fishing,"  writes  Mr.  W.  Howlett,  "in 
the  Lark  stream  has  materially  improved.  What  our 
rivers  really  wanted  was  a  good  scouring  out,  and  this 
they  have  had.  Our  fly  fishermen  will  now  have  a 
chance  to  try  for  trout  with  either  the  Yellow  Dun, 
Black  Gnat,  or  even  the  May  Fly,  which  this  season  is 
unusually  late.  Already  soma  very  good  fish  have  been 
taken.  The  best  I  know  of  at  present  is  one  of  nearlv 
81b."  ^ 
****** 

I  spent  a  few  days  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Barton 
Mills  during  the  "  Coronation "  holidays,  but  with 
little  success  owing  to  the  sultry  weather.  Mr. 
Chatterley,  who  stayed  with  Host  Howes,  at  the  Dog 
and  Partridge  Hotel,  was  delighted  with  the  river,  and 
although  he  only  captured  a  few  eels,  intends  visiting 
the  place  again  very  soon. 

***** 

As  the  fish  were  not  in  the  humour  to  feed,  I 
strolled  into  the  groimds  of  Lord  Mayor's  Cottage, 
and  when  Captain  Howlett  was  not  looking  "cap- 
tured "  some  lovely  strawberries.  I  think  it  was  Dr. 
Boteler,  vide  "  The  Compleat  Angler,"  who  said 
"  doubtless  God  could  have  made  a  better  berry,  but 
doubtless  God  never  did."  I  also  looked  in  at  the  Bull 
Hotel,  vyhere  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caswell  were  literally  at 
their  wits'  end  to  know  how  to  accommodate  the 
numerous  visitors.  Amongst  their  guests  were  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Charles  Sugden  (of  histrionic  renown),  and 
Messrs.  D3'er  and  Tuck  (of  the  Eagle  A.  S.).  The  two 
latter  had  some  very  nice  roach  and  dace. 

***** 

During  my  sojourn  of  course  I  could  not  resist  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  the  Brothers  Parker,  who  control 
the  Lark  stream  from  Icklingham  to  Mildenhall. 
Anglers  are  much  indebted  to  the  Messrs.  Parker 
for  their  kindness  and  courtesy  when  on  fish- 
ing bent.  Just  at  the  back  of  Mildenhall 
Mill  (in  the  mill  pool)  I  saw  three  beautiful  trout— 
the  largest  I  estimated  at  101b.  The  miller  told  me 
it  has  located  that  spot  for  over  two  years.  All  right ; 
I  shall  ask  Mr.  Joseph  Parker  to  let  me  have  a  try  for 
it  later  on— that  is  if  Messrs.  Challis,  Kemp,  or  Brown 
have  not  anticipated  me. 


The  Royal  Aquarium  promises  the  sensational 
bicycle  act  called  "  Looping  the  Loop  "  for  Monday. 
It  will  probably  put  in  the  shade  the  many  feats  of 
daring  seen  within  the  Westminster  palace,  and  must 
be  seen  to  be  appreciated.  The  apparatus  now  erected 
enables  the  visitor  to  form  some  idea  of  the  intrepid 
nature  of  the  performance. 


Pull  particulars  are  not  to  hand,  but  I  hear  that 
Mr.  Arthur  Newham  is  to  engineer  a  big  fly  and  bait 
casting  tournament  at  Wimbledon  Lake  (water  only), 
on  Sunday,  August  10.  Some  good  prizes  have  been 
subscribed,  and  more  of  course  will  follow;  the 
entrance  fee  is  one  shilling,  and  "  no  professionals  will 
cast  —  oiily  those  for  exhibition."  Mr.  Newham, 
water  bailiff,  Wimbledon  Lake,  will  gladly  answer 
inquiries.  With  the  exception  of  the  Welsh  Harp 
Lake  (down  Hendou  way)  there  is  no  prettier  spot 
near  London  for  such  a  competition,  as  many  readers 
who  participated  in  the  1896  tournament  can  testify. 


"  So  your  son  is  learning  a  trade  " — "  Yes ;  he  is  to 
be  a  novelist." 


THE  SONG  OF  THE  CARP. 
Tunc—"  Last  week  I  took  a  Wife." 
In  the  deep  near  Richmond  town 

Kate  Carp  had  took  her  station ; 
A  flood  had  brought  her  down 

From  the  Wey  in  emigration. 
She  found  a  mate,  this  finny  pair 

Reared  many  a  brood  with  caution, 
And  as  carp  are  crafty  everywhere 

Why,  of  course,  these  had  a  portion. 

Chorus  : — 
List,  oh  list  to  me. 

And  while  my  tale  is  running, 
You  shall  hear  a  tragedy 
Of  a  carp  that  was  so  cunning. 
One  morn  she  roused  her  fry, 

And  thought  they  looked  much  thinner, 
But  told  them  by-and-bye 

They  would  find  a  hearty  dinner. 
Last  night  while  swimming  near  the  abore 

I  overheard  two  boatmen 
Say  they  must  be  awake  at  four 

And  have  a  punt  afloat  then. 
By  my  craft,  and  here  they  come, 

Now  mind  and  pay  attention, 
If  safe  you'd  reach  your  home. 

To  everything  I  mention. 
If  your  sire  had  taken  my  advice 

We  need  not  now  deplore  him, 
He  was  hooked  and  killed  and  in  a  trice 

Away  an  angler  bore  him. 
He  in  tippling  took  delight, 

Which  caused  us  for  to  garble  ; 
He'd  been  drinking  overnight 

With  that  ugly  beast  Ben  Barbel. 
A  gentle  swallowed,  up  he  went, 

Oh,  dreadful  situation. 
And  deeply  I  his  loss  lament. 

But  you  are  my  consolation. 
See,  the  ground  bait's  coming  down. 

Now  mind,  my  little  chickens. 
There's  two  above  from  town. 

We  shall  find  some  pretty  pickings. 
This  bait's  put  loosely  on. 

This  angler  is  a  stranger ; 
You  may  take  his  gentles  one  by  one, 

In  him  there  is  no  danger. 
This  tackle's  new  and  rough, 

Of  oobler's  wax  the  hook  smells. 
The  shot  too  bright  enough. 

And  a  flopping  float  which  us  tells 
Despite  his  glaring  rod  and  line 

He  has  no  power  to  harm  us. 
If  tackle  always  did  thus  shine 

The  baits  would  only  charm  us. 
Ob,  heavens  1  that  other  face, 

That's  him  that  killed  your  father. 
See  the  barbel  going  apace. 

We  are  all  in  danger  rather. 
So  neat  and  crafty  is  that  line. 

Go  near  it  and  you're  undone. 
It  had  been  well  for  me  and  mine 

If  he  had  ne'er  left  London. 
For  twenty  years  or  more — 

I  wish  Old  Nick  had  claimed  him — 
Those  specs  he's  always  wore. 

So  Spectacles  we  named  him. 
The  slaughter  that  I've  seen  him  make 

Among  each  finny  neighbour, 
'Twould  make  the  stoutest  of  us  quake 

To  see  how  he  did  labour. 
Unseen  the  anglers  changed 

Their  rods,  their  swims,  and  places, 
Their  baits  are  fresh  arranged, 

Which  altered  much  their  cases. 
Kate  thought  full  well  all  was  right. 

But  fate  that  day  had  booked  her  ; 
She  bit,  that  bite  was  her  last  bite. 

For  Old  Spectacles  had  hooked  her. 
Up  and  down  and  round  about 

She  swam,  'twas  unavailing; 
She  her  last  advice  shrieked  out. 

While  her  fry  in  tears  were  wailing. 
I  die,  said  she,  but  you  are  taught 

If  here  you  longer  tarry 
You  certainly  will  all  be  caught. 

For  Old  Specs  will  catch  Old  Harry. 

— John  Baddhly. 


Hebe  is  a  good  opportunity  for  a  "good"  man  to 
earn  £25  a  year.  The  master  of  a  certain  workhouse 
(not  far  from  London)  reports  that  no  suitable  candi- 
date has  come  forward  for  the  post  of  assistant  labour- 
master.  In  addition  to  the  ordinary  duties  of  the 
office,  he  must  milk  the  cows,  teach  in  the  Sunday- 
school,  and  blow  the  organ  in  the  chapel.  Hurry  up  I 
This  chance  may  slip  away  soon.  Dragnet, 
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pFovineial  flfiglin^  liotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  large  number  of  our  members  availed  themselves 
of  the  holidays  granted  to  them  for  what  we  called 
the  Coronation  event.  They  were  wise  to  get  away 
from  the  madding  crowd  and  enjoy  a  pleasant  outing 
in  the  country,  and  return  in  the  evening  to  see 
the  fireworks  and  illuminations.  Sport  on  the  whole 
was  not  what  they  expected,  but  still  some  very  good 
catches  were  made  from  the  rivers  Severn  and 
Avon,  and  also  from  some  of  the  club  waters. 
Some  good  roach,  dice,  and  perch  were  taken  from 
the  former  river  and  also  a  few  troat.  The  members 
of  the  Birmingham  Heath  Club  had  some  good  eels 
and  pike  from  the  river  Anker  near  to  Tamworth,  and 
so  far  taking  the  opening  of  the  season  it  bids 
fair  to  go  to  show  that  the  present  season  will 
be  one  of  the  best  for  years;  the  fish  are 
in  a  very  good  condition  for  the  time  of  the 
year.  The  perch  are  in  good  condition,  and 
some  have  been  taken  up  to  IJlb.  each.  The 
Hockley  Piscatorials  are  more  than  pleased  with  their 
new  water,  the  Moseley  New  Pools;  some  good  roach 
and  perch  hive  been  taken,  and  all  the  members 
who  have  fished  the  water  so  far  are  well  pleased 
with  their  bargain.  The  whole  of  the  tickets  are  taken, 
and  the  club  tias  been  obliged  to  refuse  taking  any 
more  members  into  the  society.  The  Birmingham 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  have  nearly  completed 
their  arrangements  for  their  annual  contest  which 
will  be  fished  in  the  near  future  at  Penkridge  in  the 
canal ;  permission  has  bean  obtained  from  Lord  Hather- 
ton  and  the  other  landowners.  The  contest  will  be 
fished  on  both  sides  of  the  canal.  The  prizes  will  be 
better  than  in  any  of  the  past  years,  and  from  the 
way,  in  which  the  anglers  are  taking  their  tickets 
the  affair  promises  to  be  a  greater  success  than 
last  vear.  The  St.  George's  Society  intend  to 
hold  'a  general  meeting  on  Monday  next  at  the 
Wagon  and  Horses,  Summer-row,  for  special 
busmess.  Their  annual  contest  will  be  held  on 
July  20  next  at  Upton-on-Severn,  when  a  valuable 
collection  of  prizes  will  be  competed  for.  The 
Fubscribers  to  Whitacre  Reservoir  have  done  well 
during  the  past  week  with  the  trout,  fish  up  to  31b. 
having  been  taken.  The  fly  fishers  have  dona  well  on 
tbe  Blythe  at  Hampstett  Red  ware.  The  weather  has 
gone  a  little  cjlder,  but  the  rivers  are  still  in  good 
condition. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

An  increased  number  of  anglers  have  been  at  work 
on  the  Fen  waters  this  week,  but  the  bright,  hot 
weather  has  not  been  conducive  to  satisfactory  sport. 
Witham  fishermen  have  principally  confined  their 
attention  to  bream,  several  of  which  have  been 
captured  in  the  Kirkstead,  Tattershall,  and  Langrick 
districts  weighing  up  to  41b.  apiece.  Very  little  is,  at 
present,  doing  amongst  roach,  but  the  reports  from 
the  Boston  drains  are  extremely  encouraging.  Forty- 
foot  subsoribers  continue  to  do  remarkably  well 
amongst  eels. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
Sport  is  now  first  class  on  the  river  Hull  and 
Driffield  Canal,  and  from  Wansford,  Bcigham,  and 
Hempholme  some  very  good  catches  of  fish  have  been 
shown  at  the  various  club-houses  in  the  city  during 
the  past  week.  Fair  sport  has  also  been  met  with  in 
the  tidal  waters  at  Leven  Lock,  Arram,  and  Hull 
Bridge,  and  at  Beverley  Beck  end  one  angler, 
amongst  other  fish,  had  a  couple  of  nice 
bream  going  about  IJlb.  each,  and  on  Tuesday 
(July  1)  in  the  Ciccy  district  Mr.  J.  Cheeseman 
took  some  nice  roach  with  paste,  best  fish  going 
lib.  2^02.  Good  accounts  are  also  to  hand  from 
the  river  Ancholme,  and  on  Friday  (Juno  27)  the 
Universal  Angling  Association  opened  their  season 
above  Brigg  on  the  Sandhill  stretch,  and  secured 
bream  ranging  from  lib.  9oz.  to  21b.  14oz.  each, 
Mr.  William  Phillipson  weighing  in  121b.  lloz.  for 
first  prize,  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow  being  second  with 
81b.  \:>\o/..,  and  Mr.  William  Crossland  third  with 
4lb  .5oz.  Some  good  sport  has  also  been  met  with  on 
the  river  Ludd  at  Thoresby  Bridge  and  Fireboacon  by 
local  anglers  during  the  week,  and  on  the  Market 
Weighton  Canal  several  of  our  local  societies  have 
recently  decided  matches  with  fair  results. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
It  is  pleasing  to  learn  that  an  attempt  is  to  be  made 
to  re-atart  the  St.  Helen's  Anglers  Society,  a  society 
that  ought  never  to  be  allowed  to  die.  A  new  club 
at  Walkden,  the  Hulton  Pride,  will  inaugurate 
tbe  eeason  to-day  at  Worsley  with  their  maiden 
match.  The  Clifton  Anglers  also  open  the  season 
at  Wotsley  to-day.  The  Stockport  County  Anglers' 
Association  report  a  very  successful  opening  of  the 
season  with  their  cup  competition  in  Edgeley  Park. 
Mr.  IX  JIadfield  secured  the  coveted  trophy,  and 
all  meznborsi  caught  fish,     It  in  with  regret  that 


they  announce  the  death  of  their  vice-president,  Mr. 
T.  Swarbrick,  who  was  laid  to  rest,  a  deputation  of 
twelve  of  his  fellow  members  attending  the  funeral. 
On  the  yth  the  next  competition  of  the  Levenshulme 
Angling  Association  will  be  fished  >  in  their  own 
waters.  Tae  BoUin  continues  to  fish  well  ;  Mr. 
Henderson  is  credited  with  the  best  trout,  lib.  14oz. 
Of  our  other  rivers  there  is  simply  nothing  to  be  said. 
The  Bibble,  Wyre,  and  Lune  appear  to  be  still  in 
existence  but  not  fishing  as  they  are  wanted  to  do. 
Several  rods  sampling  Little  Budworth  Mere  have 
had  very  decent  sport  indeed.  At  Liverpool  things 
continue  interesting.  The  City  Association  have  fixed 
Aug.  23  as  the  date  of  their  cup  competition. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
The  Coronation  item  of  our  national  life,  and  which 
all  deeply  regret,  has  had  such  an  unexpected  and 
painful  interruption,  simply  "  staggered  "  all  arrange- 
ments for  the  anticipated  holidays.  No  one  knew 
what  to  do,  and  whilst  employers  in  many  cases 
granted  the  holidays  as  arranged,  others,  in  pre- 
paration for  a  further  holiday,  curtailed  them,  so 
that  general  arrangements  were  interfered  _  with. 
Salford  anglers  are  very  sore  about  the  precipitate 
action  of  their  "  Lord "  Mayor,  who  appeared  to 
think  his  ruling  was  supreme,  and  for  which  action  he 
will  hear  more  shortly.  It  was  merely  another  dis- 
appointment to  the  many  we  have  ihad  of  late.  The 
George  Angling  Society  fish  their  nest  match  at 
Poyuton  from  4  30  to  6  30;  every  competitor  must 
have  a  bait-can  to  keep  his  catch  alive.  The  Duke  of 
Cambridge  Angling  Society  open  the  season  at  Althorpe 
to-morrow.  Two  members  of  the  "Thirty"  Club 
report  181b.  of  roach  in  fouc  hours  from  their  new 
private  water.  The  Duchy  Angling  Society  had 
a  successful  opening  match  at  Poynton  last  week  end. 
The  Clarendon  Angling  Society  opened  at  Althorpe 
last  week  end  with  a  good  match.  The  Openshaw 
Centrals  have  negotiated  their  opening  match,  and  the 
Openshaw,  Bradford,  and  Clayton  are  to  be  similarly 
congratulated. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
The  weather  has  been  of  a  very  variable  character — 
first  intense  heat,  next  violent  thunderstorms,  and 
finally,  general  rain.  But  in  spite  of  the  wet  the 
Trent  has  undergone  little  change.  Roach,  dace, 
and  chub  have  shown  moderately  good  sport  to 
gentles  and  caddis  grubs  at  Sawley,  Shardlow, 
Cavendish  Bridge,  Wilford,  Clifton  (Grove  Swims), 
Hoveringham,  Fiskercon,  Rolleston,  and  Averham 
Weirs ;  and  a  catch  of  barbel  has  been  reported, 
though  the  venue  has  not  transpired.  Fly-fishers 
have°  caught  extraordinary  numbers  of  chub  on 
the  gravels  below  Kelham  Bridge.  Amongst  otherf 
sucoessful  special  mention  must  be  made  of  Messrs 
E.  Day,  J.  W.  Danby,  F.  Armitage,  and  H.  Walker 
They  relied  for  their  sport  on  the  Zulu  (dressed  large 
and  the  Coch-y-Bjndhu,  and  had  many  fish  over  31b. 
each.  All  under  21b.  were  returned.  On  the  Greet 
some  choice  trout  have  been  creeled  with  worm  by 
Messrs.  H.  Benson,  R.  H.  Jackson,  F.  Fish,  G.  Clarke, 
W.  Rayson,  T.  Lewis,  and  Arthur  Ward.  In  Trent 
Lake  Mr.  W.  A.  Shelton  has  again  excelled  amongst 
chub,  getting  one  well  over  41b. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
Our  rivers  are  now  in  capital  condition.  The  City 
Club  and  the  St.  John's  Anglers  have  had  first  rate 
sport  on  each  side  of  the  lower  Teme,  101b.  to  201b. 
being  taken  in  an  afternoon.  Roach  are  very  back- 
ward this  season  ;  many  fish  have  been  caught  in  the 
Severn  and  Avoa  full  of  spawn.  The  dace  are  mending 
fast,  and  are  taking  the  maggot  and  fly  freely.  Eel 
fishing  in  the  Avon  is  very  good.  Trout  fishing, 
except  in  a  few  cases,  has  not  been  good,  but  a  few 
fine  specimens  have  been  taken  in  private  waters. 
The  Worcester  A.S.  had  their  first  competition  on  the 
lower  Teme  on  June  28,  a  fair  numberof  members  turned 
up  ;  sport  fairly  good,  the  fish  weighed  in  being  mostly 
chub.  The  Sabrina  Club  fish  their  first  competition 
on  Saturday  afternoan,  July  5,  at  Pershore ;  head- 
quarters there,  Mr.  F.  Champkens,  Fitters'  Arms.  A 
large  muster  is  expected. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  Sportsman  Association  had  thirty  members  at 
Liuton.  All  took  prizes.  The  Navigation  A. A. 
fished  the  waters  at  West  Cotlingwith ;  twenty- 
eight  members  took  part  in  the  match.  The 
members  of  the  Wool  Pack  A.  A.  also  fished  at 
Cottingwith,  turning  up  in  full  strength.  West 
Cottingwith  witnessed  the  opening  match  of  the 
George  IV.  A.  A.  A  barbel  weighing  ^IVo.  was  on 
June  2G  landed  by  a  locil  angler  on  the  Wharfe  at 
Tadcaster.  Mr.  R.  Linton,  fishing  the  Esk  waters  at 
Whitby,  secured  eight  and  a  half  brace  of  fresh-water 
trout.  

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

On  Lough  Ourrane  generally  good  sport  has  been 
had  at  sea  and  brown  trout.  Salmon,  peel,  and  sea 
trout  continue  to  arrive,  and  some  of  them  have 
pushed  up  to  the  upper  lakes.  At  Killaruey  sport  has 
been  backward  as  regards  salmon  and  fair  at  brown 
trout.    The  latter  in  the  late  evenings  are  now  giving 


good  sport  on  the  mountain  lakes,  but  the  fish 
had  were  small.  In  the  South  Kerry  districts 
very  little  has  been  done  on  the  rivers  either  at 
salmon  or  sea-trout  owing  to  clear  and  falling  waters 
and  sultry,  bright  weather.  At  Glencar  sport  has 
been  good  at  brown  trout,  especially  on  Cloon  and 
Cooah  lakes.  In  the  North  Kerry  districts  salmon 
have  afforded  average  sport.  On  the  mountain  lakes 
in  the  Dingle  district  brown  trout  are  rising  well,  and 
sea  fishing  is  good  along  the  coast.  CoiiK.  On  all  the 
principal  rivers  salmon  are  reported  numerous,  but 
owing  to  bright  weather  and  rather  low  waters  they 
have  not  b3ca  rising  well  at  any  time. 


^ofes  from  i^c  iTori^. 

The  summer  has  come  at  last,  and  no  one  rejoices 
more  than  the  trout  angler  that  ho  is  getting  a  "  look 
in,"  although  a  comparatively  brief  one. 

The  King's  illness  could  not  have  been  felt  outside 
the  palace  more  keenly  than  amongst  the  retainers 
and  tenants  of  his  highland  home,  where  each  one  of 
them  is  a  personal  friend,  and  most  have  known  him 
from  boyhood. 

There  is  a  rumour  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  is  to 
occupy  Abergeldie  during  July.  Possibly  the  King 
may  complete  his  convalescence  at  Balmoral. 

Last  year  the  favourite  grilse  fly  on  the  Dee  was 
the  Blue  Charm.  This  year  it  is  the  Loggie.  Both 
are  good  killing  patterns  anywhere. 

Already  anglers  are  finding  their  way  to  the  Cabrach 
and  upper  reaches  of  the  Deveron,  and  among  these 
the  Londoner  is  conspicuous — in  loud  tweeds.* 

Mr. Walker,  from  the  Fish-street  Hatchery,  Aberdeen, 
was  busy  last  week  "planting"  his  annual  crop  of 
salmon  fry.  He  hatches  out  from  80,000  to  100.000, 
and  these  are  divided  between  the  Dee  and  Don. 
Mr.  Duncan,  of  the  Dee  Fishery  Board,  annually 
augments  the  Dee  with  over  1,000,000  fry  and  parr, 
but  then  he  has  a  nursing  pond  at  his  command,  and 
can  dispose  of  his  fry  as  circumstances  permit. 

Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie  is  to  he  presented  with  the 
freedom  of  Dundee  in  October  next.  Meantime,  he  is 
holidaying  at  Skibbo  and  planting  libraries. 

The  steamship  Oroya,  which  left  London  for  New 
S  uth  Wales  on  Friday  veek  last,  has  a  shipment  of 
live  plaice,  black  soles,  turbot,  etc.,  taken  on  at  Ply- 
mouth en  route  for  the  purpose  of  experimenting  in 
New  South  Wales  waters,  where  it  is  hoped  they  may 
become  acclimatised.  They  are  under  the  charge  of 
Mr.  Henry  Danevig,  a  Norwegian,  who  has  been  in  the 
service  of  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board  for  some  time 
back. 

Loch  angling  is  now  in  full  swing,  and  Sutherland- 
shire,  of  course,  the  favourite  centre  to  hie  to.  There 
are  so  many  fishery  districts  that  one  may  drop  down 
almost  anywhere  and  find  "  their  lines  "  in  pleasant 
places  in  reality. 

I  learn  that  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board  have  applied 
to  the  Aberdeen  trawl  owners  for  assistance  in 
collecting  information  as  to  the  habits,  etc.,  of  the 
denizens  of  the  deep,  and  had  a  meeting  last  week, 
but  that  the  trawler  kings  are  disinclined  to  acquiesce 
in  the  proposal.  It  would  be  giving  away  their 
business  to  supply  to  the  world  at  large  particulars 
of  the  banks  and  fishing  grounds  their  vessels  visit 
and  the  nature  of  the  fish  got  at  the  different  places. 

On  the  other  hand,  some  are  inclined  to  favour  the 
proposal  and  supply  the  information  should  the  Board 
grant  a  pro  quoin  the  form  of  the  removal  of 
certain  restrictions.  Cute,  isn't  it  ?  But  the  trawler 
has  the  hall  at  his  foot  in  the  meantime,  and  can  play 
the  game  too.   

Last  week's  salmon  returns  on  mostly  all  the  East 
Coast  stations  was  the  best  since  the  season  opened, 
and  the  supplies  are  being  steadily  maintained. 

Live  gudgeon  are  now  to  be  got  in  several  streams 
in  the  north,  which  meantime  shall  be  nameless. 
They  were  planted  there  by  English  anglers  some 
years  ago,  and  are  doing  well.  They  are  multiplying 
rapidly,  but  in  the  meantime  the  stock  must  be  care- 
fully nursed  until  this  excellent  salmon  bait  is  fully 
established. 


I  am  at  one  with  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  in  his  ideas  with 
regard  to  rods.  Let  every  man  be  fully  persuaded  in 
his  own  miud,  and  use  the  weapon  that  suits  him  best. 
There  is  room  for  all,  and  in  the  multitude  of  coun- 
sellors there  is  wisdom.  Si-ecial  Scotch. 

♦  There  may  be  some  ground  for  this  little  dig,  but 
the  loudest  do  not  oome  from  London, — Ed. 
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ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHINTO   QUARTERS,  &c. 


SLIGACHAN  HOTEL 

ISLE  OF  SKYE. 

Beautifully  situated  at  the  Foot  of  tlieCuchulIiu 
Hills.  Parties  living  in  the  Hotel  have  the 
privilege  of  good  Salmon,  Sea  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing,  during  May,  June,  and  July,  on  one  of 
the  hest  lochs  in  Skye.  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  river  Sligachan  ;  also  good  Loch 
and  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  free  of  charge.  Post 
and  Telegraph  Offices  in  the  Hotel.  Postiui 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "  Sharp,  .Sligachan." 

WM.  SHARP,  Proprietor. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Tiout 
Fishing  on  the  river  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  loch  Nant ;  permission  to  fish 
the  river  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL,  KILREA,  co.  DERRY. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments, 
accommodation,  and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths  ; 
Billiards  ;  Suites  of  Rooms  ;  Vehicles  ;  Boats. 
New  Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers' 
hoard,  9/-  per  day.^Address,  Miss  McCallom, 
Manageress. 


RHICONICH  HOTEL 

Famous  Angling  Resort  ;  SALMON  and  GRILSE 
ANGLING  on  Garbetlieg  and  liver  Inchard,  by 
arrangement.  FREE  TROTT  FISHING  on 
upwards  of  twenty  lochs  abounding  with  Brown 
Trout,  some  with  Sea  Trout,  and  some  with 
Grilse.  Unlimited  SEA  FISHING.  Picturesque 
views  of  marine  and  mountain  scenery.  Posting. 
Boating  and  vehicular  excursions.  Fishing 
Tackle,  &c.  All  connnunications  promptly 
attended  to.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence 
Mail  Coach  or  Hire.  Glasgow  Steamers  call 
fortnightly.    EvAN  GRANT,  Proprietor.  


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Eg-g-esford,  North  Devon. 

FISHING  FREE  to  HOTEL  GUESTS. 
Twenty  miles  preserved  water — Mid  Taw 
and  Little  Dart. 


WILLIAM  LITTLEWORTH,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CROES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 
Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
river  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
In  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  CORDON  ARMS  HOTEL 

Early  Trout  Fishing  on  the  celebrated 
Deveron,  with  chance  of  Salmon  ;  best 
months,  April  to  July.  Also  Angling 
on  the  rivers  Bogie  and  Isla  for  Trout 
All  particulars  from  A.  B.  Grant,  Pro 
prietor. 


BETTYHILL,  SUTHERLAND. 

ANGLERS  should  visit  this  fine  fishing 
centre.  Numerous  good  TROUT 
LOCHS,  excellent  SEA  TROUT  FISH 
ING  in  estuary  of  the  famous  river 
Naver,  and  good  SEA  FISHING.  Boats 
on  all  lochs  free,  also  on  tidal  waters. 

Splendid  sands  and  sea  bathing 
Romantic  coast  scenery,  and  beautiful 
drives  and  walks  in  Strathnaver  and 
neighbourhood.    Apply — 

BETTYHILL    HOTEL,  by  THURSO,  N.B. 


BORDER     E  SK, 
Langholm. 

FIHIIISfl    O  (It  RTKHS  : 

ESKDALE  HOTEL 

(Temperance). 

SEND    FOR  TARIFF. 

WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London. 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.     En  pension  terms 
only  10s.  6d.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MAECH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry. 


41  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


Si  lATAILiES. 


ALL  PRESERVED,  on  river  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  BEST  in  Wales. 
Report  for  District,  1900  and  1901,  average  83  Salmon.  AUsopp's  Burton  Ales 
on  draught  and  in  bottle.  Billiards  and  Posting. 

Inclusive  Terms,  9s.  a  day.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


Swag  HoteljenliuryjorGesleFSlre. 

HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 


FREE  FISHING 


in 


for  Visitors  staying 
Hotel. 


LOCH  KATRINE— STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  loch  Katrine,  is  most  heautifully  sltnated  in  the  heart 
of  Roh  Roy's  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  uraveyard  of  Clan  Gregor  being  in  close  proximity, 
and  as  a  Hshing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  fishing  is  free  on  loch  Katrine,  loch  Chon,  and 
several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel  ;  excellent  boats  and  expeiienced  boatmen  are 
ke]it.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and  Trossachs 
and  I<ich  Katrine  steamer,  or  l)y  loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or  by  Aberfoyle 
and  Trossachs  and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and  steamers  by  these 
routes  during  the  season.    Post  and  telegraph  office  in  hotel. 

DONALD  FERGUSON,  Proprietor. 


CULAG  MOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire  ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat  from 
Glasgow  on  Mondays.  Wires  :  "  Culag, 
Lochinver."  John  Mackenzie. 


THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS 

Salmon,  Sea,  &  Trout  Fishing. 
THE  GWEEDORE  RIVER  AND  FAMOUS 
LOUGH  ANURE. 

The  Hotel  is  on  the  very  bank  of  the  river  and 
within  a  few  minutes'  walk  of  best  Salmon 
pools,  and  within  2  miles  of  lake.  Excellent 
mountain  scenery ;  good  Sea  Fishing  and 
Shooting.— Apply,  PROPRIETOR, 

Crolly  Bridge  Hotel,  Gweedore,  co.  Donegal. 

Telegrams  :  "  Hotel,  Crolly,  Gweedore." 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loeh  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  on 
loch  Ness,  Free  to  Visitors  ;  also  TROUT 
FISHING  on  lochs  Farraline,  Garth, 
and  Bran.  Special  weekly  terms.  Post- 
ing.   Telegrams:  "  Hotel  Foyers." 

S.  TILSTOJS,  Proprietor. 


SALUTATION  HOTEL 

(RECENTLY  REBUILT  AND  ENLARGED), 

CARSPHAIRN. 

Land  of  the  Men  of  the  Moss  Haggs. 
Splendid  river  and  loch  Fishing.  Tennis 
Green.  Every  modern  convenience. 
Posting.  Telegraphic  Address,  "Hotel, 
Carsphairn." 

Proprietress,  Mrs.  Mitchell. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  TAY,  KILLIN,  N.B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges : 
£1  per  Salmon.  Fishing  opened  15th 
January.  For  BoatB,  apply  to  H.  J. 
Maisby,  Klllin  Hotel,  Killin,  N.B. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINOSBRIDQE.   S.  DEVON. 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance, 
8s.  &d.  per  day.  FISHING  for  Pike, 
Perch  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait. 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Mendon,  JUiddlesex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  or  fisH 


Pike,  18  inch. 

Chub,  7  Inch. 

Rudd,  6  Inch. 

Tench,  8  inch. 
Bottom  Fishing 
Jack  Fishing 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  inch. 
Gudgeon,  4  Inch. 

per  day  1/0 
  2/6 


FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Neap  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 


One  of  the  most  delightful  spots  In  England. 
Now  in  its  fresh  Summer  Beauty. 


Boating,  Punting  and  Sailing  on  own  Private 
Lake,  2  miles  in  circumference. 


UPWARDS  OF  A  MILE  OF  WELL  PRE- 
SERVED TROUT  STREAM 

Just  acquired,  in  near  neighbourhood,  and  now 
open  to  Visitors  to  Hotel. 


Board  and  Residence  from  2i  guineas  per 
week.      Everything  of    Best  Possible 
Quality,  and  at  Moderate  Prices. 

Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses. 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 


Tariff  forwarded  on  application, 

G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 
Telegrams:  "  Grlfllths,  Frensham  Pond,  Surrey. 


GOOD  LAKE  AND  RIVER 
FISHING 

(Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  Eels) 
at  a  nominal  cost. 

SWAN  HOTEL 

THORNTHWAITE,  KESWICK, 

Three  minutes  from  lake.  Splendidly  situated  ; 
one  of  the  finest  views  in  lake  district  from  the 
hotel.  Terms,  6«.  (id.  per  day,  or  2  guineas  per 
week.    Special  terms  for  tiahermcn. 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brovra  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Particu- 
lars on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  EABii  of  Carnarvon 
(rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  miles  Reserved   Trout  Fishing 
FREE  to  Hotel  Visitors. 

Hotel  adjoins  Oolf  Links,  Mineral  Springs 
and  Baths. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HABT  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
In  Hotel  at  6«.  per  day.  Billiards ;  Posting ; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarteri  of  C.T.C., 
<fec. — Address,  PROPRlnrOF. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

B ALU N ROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland — Loughs 
ilask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1|  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.    Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


LOCHMADDY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  UlST. 

Best  Fishing  in  Hebrides  for  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Brown  Trout,   Over  SO  lochs. 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  from 
25th  February  till  end  of  October. 
Excellent  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  on  all 
lochs.  Drawing  and  smoking  rooms. 
Hot,  cold,  and  salt  water  baths.  Posting. 
Daily  mails  via  Oban,  Mallaig,  and  Inver- 
ness. Telegraph  office.  Good  golf  course 
short  drive  from  Hotel. 

D.  MACFADYEN. 


(LOCH  TAY), 
GLEN  DOCHART,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Dochart, 
eurrounileil  l)y  wild,  picturesque  and  romantic  scenery  ; 
six  miles  from  the  head  of  loch  Tay,  and  one  mile 
from  Luib  Station  on  the  Callandar  and  Oban  Railway. 
Five  miles  of  good  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  on  the 
river  Dochart.  loch  Dochart,  and  loch  Nubhair.  Free  to 
Visitors  staying  at  the  liotel.  Boats  free.  Every  Home 
Comfort,  combined  with  moderate  charges.  Parties 
Boarded.  Golf  course.  Posting  in  all  branches.  Post 
and  Telegraph,  Luib  Station. 

DONALD  McNAUGHTON.  Proprietor 


IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

DOVEDALE,  ASHBOURNE. 

The  old-established  fishing  quarters  for 
Anglers,  on  the  Dove  and  Manifold, 
upwards  of  7  miles  of  water.  The  Hotel 
has  been  recently  refurnished  throughout. 
Write  for  illustrated  tariff  to 

WM.  EVANS. 


July  5,  1902 
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letters  to  the  Ebitoc 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  respoTisible  for  the  opiniona 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND— LOCH  LOMOND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  much  interest  a 
pleasant  and  gossipy  letter  from  your  correspondent, 
Mr.  B.  Geo.  Cope,  under  the  above  heading,  dealing 
particularly  with  angling  in  Loch  Lomond,  which 
appeared  in  your  issue  of  May  31. 

I  can  heartily  concur  with  Mr.  Copejn  his  estimate 
of  Loch  Lomond  and  its  value  as  an  angling  resort, 
and  I  shall  be  glad  if  his  letter  will  induce  other 
southern  sportsmen  to  visit  it.  But  I  shall  be  sorry  if 
they  visit  Loch  Lomond  under  an  entire  misappre- 
hension of  the  facts,  as  he  has  done,  and  it  is  my  duty 
to  point  out  to  intending  visitors  that  the  following 
statements  he  makes  require  some  qualification. 

(1)  "  The  fishing  in  the  loch  in  quite  free."  This  is 
quite  misleading.  The  public  have  no  legal  right  to 
fish  for  salmon  and  sea-trout  in  Loch  Lomond.  They 
do  so  only  by  favour  of  the  three  proprietors  who  own 
the  valuable  commercial  and  sporting  rights  of  the 
salmon  and  sea-trout  fishing,  and  of  the  Loch  Lomond 
Angling  Improvement  Association,  which  has  leased 
for^twenty  years  the  rights  of  one  of  these  proprietors. 
This  body  six  years  ago,  having  by  its  lease  acquired 
the  right  to  do  so,  set  itself,  in  the  interests  of  the 
angling  public,  to  improve  the  fishing  in  Loch  Lomond. 
It  has  maintained  for  six  years  an  expensive  staff  of 
skilled  watchers,  both  in  summer  and  winter,  to  keep 
down  poaching  and  the  illegal  capture  of  unseason- 
able fish  ;  it  has  for  six  years  employed  a  staff  of  men, 
some  of  them  boatmen  at  Luss,  to  net  the  pike,  and 
for  six  years  it  has,  from  its  twenty  hatching  boxes  at 
Luss,  introduced  into  the  loch  each  season  as  healthy 
fry  an  average  of  about  ninety  thousand  salmon,  sea- 
trout,  and  yellow  trout. 

(2)  "  The  nets  have  now  been  taken  off  the  Leven." 
This  is  the  case.  The  Association  sis  years  ago 
acquired  the  Leven  fishings,  also  for  this  very  purpose, 
and  at  once,  and  has  ever  since,  refrained,  in  the 
interests  of  anglers,  from  netting  it,  while  at  the  same 
time  maintaining  a  staff  of  watchers  to  watch  it.  Not 
only  so,  bub  the  Association  has  prevailed  upon  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Clyde  fishingj  to  limit  netting  upon  the 
Clyde  banks  at  Dumbarton  to  five  days  instead  of  six 
each  week.  By  the  personal  influence  of  its  members, 
moreover,  it  has  gone  far  to  reduce  the  pollution  of  the 
river,  and  the  managers  of  the  various  works  now  cor- 
dially co-operate  with  the  Association  in  seeing  that  a 
minimum  of  damage  is  done  to  the  fishing  from  this 
cause. 

(3)  "  There  are  several  good  but  strictly  preserved 
trout  streams  running  into  the  loch."  Two  of  these, 
the  Luss  and  Fruia  waters,  are  salmon  and  sea  trout 
S/reams,  and  are  also  leased  by  the  Association  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  it  to  confer  the  privilege  of  fishing 
in  them  free  to  any  member  who  cantributea  a  sum  of 
not  less  than  one  guinea  to  its  funds. 

I  trust  that  your  correspondent  will  long  enjoy 
equally  good  sport  at  Loch  Lomond,  and  that  his 
letter  will  be  the  means  of  inducing  many  other 
English  sportsmen  to  visit  it.  I  trust,  too,  that  when 
they  do  come  they  will  attribute  any  success  they  may 
meet  with  to  the  expenditure  of  hundreds  of  pounds 
which  our  Association  has  made,  and  not  leave  the 
neighbourhood  without  marking  their  appreciation  of 
our  efforts  by  contributing  at  least  one  guinea  to  our 
funds. 

I  beg  to  enclose  a  copy  o£  our  constitution,  rules, 
etc  ,  and  will  have  pleasure  in  giving  any  information 
I  can  furnish  to  intending  visitors. — Yours  truly, 

Henky  Lamond,  Secretary, 
Loch  Lomond  Angling  Improvement  Association, 
1G3,  West  George-street,  Glasgow. 

ANGLING  IN  LOCH  LOMOND. 

Deak  Sir, — I  have  to  thank  Mr.  Lamond,  the 
secretary  of  the  Loch  Lomond  Angling  Improvement 
Association,  for  a  very  courteous  communication  anent 
my  recent  letter  on  the  above  subject. 

He  very  considerately  encloses  me  a  copy  of  a  letter 
he  is  sending  you.  I 

It  appears  that  the  only  statement  taken  exception 
to  is  that  "  the  fishing  on  the  loch  is  quite  free." 

Were  I  to  add  to  this,  "  by  the  favour  of  the  three 
proprietors  of  the  commercial  and  sporting  rights  of 
the  salmon  and  sea  trout  fishing,  and  of  the  L. L.A.I. A., 
the  lessees  of  the  rights  of  one  of  them,"  I  believe  I 
should  still  be  in  order. 

I  accept  Mr.  Lamond's  official  statements  as  in  all 
respects  representing  the  facts  of  the  case.  But  I  beg 
to  assure  him  that  his  letter  is  the  very  first  intimation 
I  have  had  from  any  source  that  my  previous  firm 
belief  was  wrongly  held. 

On  looking  up  the  "  Sportsman's  Guide  to  the 
Fishings  and  Shootings  of  Scotland,"  a  manual  edited 
by  Mr.  Watson  Lyall,  which  is  doubtless  well  known 
to  sportsmen  who  go  to  the  land  o'  cakes,  I  find,  on 
page  207,  included  in  the  description  of  Loch  Lomond, 
the  following  paragraph  : — 


"  The  whole  loch  is  open  to  the  public,  and  it  affords 
good  sport.  Salmon,  sea  trout,  lake  trout,  pike,  and 
perch  people  its  spreading  waters,  and  although  few  of 
the  first-named  are  met  with  as  a  rule,  there  are  excep- 
tions, and  good  baskets  of  sea  trout  are  often  made." 

It  will  be  observed  that  no  distinction  is  there  made 
as  between  angling  for  lake  trout  and  the  more  lordly 
salmon  or  sea  trout. 

I  was  aware  of  the  existence  of  an  angling  associa- 
tion whose  operations  I  was  under  the  impression 
were  confined  to  the  preservation  of,  and  fishing  in, 
the  rivers  Fruin"  and  Luss,  and  the  granting  of 
occasional  tickets  to  casual  visitors,  or  others  on  the 
tramp,  at  a  cost,  I  believe  of,  until  recently,  lOj.  Gd. 
each. 

But  of  the  hatchery,  which  I  should  have  been  most 
interested  in  seeing>  I  know  absolutely  nothing. 
"No'  a  hate"  would  perhaps  carry  conviction  to  a 
Scotchman. 

On  this  showing  then  I  would  clear  myself  of  any 
intention  to  mislead,  or  suggestion  of  benefits  forgot. 

Having  made  the  qualification  due  to  my  statement 
— at  most  it  was  only  a  matter  of  terms— I  am  pleased 
that  my  letter  has  been  borne  out  on  other  counts  by 
Mr.  Lamond,  and  that,  in  more  practical  form,  he 
shows  that  Loch  Lomond  is  one  of  the  fair  havens 
where  happy  anglers  would  be.— Yours  truly, 

Bloxwich.  B.  Geo,  Cope. 


VERY  LIGHT  AND  POWERFUL  TROUT  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — As  I  am  the  involuntary  cause  of  the 
appearance  of  no  less  than  six  letters  in  the  current 
issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  I  ask  you  to  allow  me  to 
reply  to  the  criticisms  contained  in  the  most  important 
of  these.  To  deal  at  all  adequately  with  all  would,  of 
course,  be  impossible  within  the  limits  you  must 
necessarily  impose.  The  communication  signed  by 
Messrs.  AUcock  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  is  certainly,  from  the 
well-known  position  occupied  by  the  firm,  by  far  the 
most  important,  and  accordingly  I  shall  largely  con- 
fine my  remarks  to  their  criticisms,  and  refer  only 
incidentally  to  the  more  salient  ones  contained  in  the 
other  letters. 

In  all  public  discussions,  however  vital  or  trivial 
they  may  be,  there  are,  in  this  country  at  any  ra,te, 
certain  well  recognised  methods  and  restrictions  which 
are  always  adhered  to,  the  only  possible  exception 
being  in  the  case  of  decadent  politicians.  Knowing 
this  I  consider  I  have  a  legitimate  cause  of  complaint 
against  Messrs.  AUcock,  inasmuch  as  they  have  not 
followed  our  established  custom.    That  this  is  so  will 
at  once  be  apparent  when  I  state  that  although  they 
base  their  whole  indictment  against  ma  upon  the 
assumption  that  I  have  advocated  the  superior  merits 
of  extremely  light,  rubbishy,  and.cheap  American  rods 
over  the  heavier  and  more  expensive  ones  made  in 
this  country,  I  have  done  nothing  whatever  of  the 
sort.     It  is  a  most  extraordinary  spectacle  to  find 
educated  British  business  men  apparently  unable 
to  read  the  meaning  of  a  short  English  sentence. 
I  speak  strongly  on  this  matter  because  I  consider 
Messrs.  AUcock  have  not  "  played  the  game."    In  my 
original  letter,  upon  which  the  whole  of  the  present 
controversy  is  founded,  I  specifically  stated  that  I 
referred  "  of  course,  to  the  leading  American  firms, 
not  to  those  who  send  us  over  split-cane  rods  which 
are  retailed  at  something  like  6s."  Despite  this  definite 
limitation  I  find  Messrs.  AUcock  deliberately  writing 
about  "  American  puff,"  or  "  Yankee  bunkum  "  ;  I  find 
them  telling  us  they  have  "  handled  thousands  of  the 
articles,"  and  I  find  other  statements  which,  if  they 
refer  to  the  common  split-cane  American  rods,  have 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  my  original  letter,  and  if 
they  refer  to  the  goods  of  the  "leading  American 
firms"  I  venture  to  say  are  not  true.    "What  I 
have  said  I  have  said,"  and  the  substance  of  my  letters 
is  that  it  is  altogether  archaic  and  foolish  for  us  to  con- 
tinue to  use  unnecessarily  heavy  and  extremely  clumsy 
rods  when  much  lighter  ones  would  serve  equally  well, 
such,  for  instance,  as  those  made  by  Leonard,  whose 
goods  are  equal,  and  often  superior,  to  those  produced 
by  any  British  manufacturer.    If  my  "  chain  theory  " 
be  correct,  as  I  believe  it  to  be,  seeing  it  is  founded 
upon  universally  recognised  mechanical  principles, 
then  I  absolutely  fail  to  see  the  utility  of  continuing 
to  swing  a  lOoz.  or  IGoz.  rod  thousands  of  times 
through  the  air  every  day  we  fish,  when  a  4Joz.  rod 
would  do  all  we  require  as  well  or  better.    Not  so 
many  years  ago  men  went  out  trouting  armed  with  a 
double-handed  rod  weighing  from  lib.  upward,  but  the 
disciples  in  this  respect  of  Francis  Francis  are  at  the 
present  day  rare  indeed.   And  personally  I  sincerely 
believe  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  men  will 
apply  to  their  rods  the  principles  they  have  already 
applied  to  the  rest  of  their  tackle.   To  use  a  very  heavy, 
powerful  rod  when  using  the  finest  gut,  delicate  wire 
hooks,  and  light  lines,  is,  I  maintain,  ridiculous  and 
unscientific  in  the  extreme.    Resiliency  in  the  rod  and 
expertncsa  on  the  part  of  the  angler  are,  of  course, 
esbential  in  the  landing  of  heavy  fish,  but  mere  weight 
and  strength  in  the  rod  itself  certainly  are  not. 

Messrs.  AUcock  ask  me  to  show  you  a  2oz.  rod,  and 
by  so  doing  again  absolutely  ignore  or  pervert  the 
terms  of  my  letter,  inasmuch  as  my  references  to  that 


article  were  made,  as  I  said,  from  "  a  letter  written 
by  the  representative  of  the  chief  firm  of  rod  makers 
in  the  U.  S." 

I  need  not  pursue  this  subject  further  than  to 
express  the  hope  that  Messrs.  AUcock  will  follow  the 
honourable  example  of  another  firm  and  tender  me 
their  apologies  for  thoroughly  misrepresenting  my 
statements.  With  respect  to  Mr.  Tod's  letter  I  have 
only  to  say  thai  although  the  suggestions  he  makes  as 
to  the  altering  of  rods  are  of  course  valuable,  they 
are  also  obvious,  and  personally  I  have  employed  them 
for  years  past.  With  regard  to  his  cannibalistic  views 
in  comparing  rods  to  women,  and  in  this  connection 
stating  his  adherence  to  the  doctrine  that  "  what  is 
one  man's  meat  is  another  man's  poison,"  I  confess, 
whatever  is  my  private  opinion,  I  hesitate  to  express 
a  public  one. 

Messrs.  Poster  Brothers'  sporting  offer  is  unfortu- 
nately inadmissible,  inasmuch  as  it  is  wholly  irrelevant 
to  the  question  at  issue. 

I  sincerely  sympathise  with  Mr.  Mansbridge  in  his 
futile  endeavours  to  get  a  really  light  trout  rod,  as  I 
have  on  several  occasions  "  been  there  "  myself.  Your 
correspondent  "  R.  L.  M.'s  "  complaint  that  he  could 
not  get  good  tackle  in  America  rightly  excites  your 
astonishment,  and  may  I  think  be  dismissed  without 
further  comment. — Yours  truly,  "  Viator." 

P.S. — Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  from 
the  United  States  the  authentic  catalogue  of  the 
extremely  light  and  powerful  split  cane  rods  about 
which  so  much  has  i-ecently  been  written  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  As  Messrs.  AUcock  and  others 
express  scepticism  as  to  the  existence  of  these  rods, 
perhaps  you  will  allow  me  to  give  the  following 
details: — "  The  H.L.  Leonard  'Fairy'  Catskill  Rod: 
three  piece  fly,  with  reel  bands;  lengr.h,  eight  and  one- 
sixth  feet;  has  extra  top,  etc  ,  price  $10.  The  lightest 
rods  ever  successfully  made,  are  thoroughly  durable, 
etc.  One  of  these  rods  in  the  hands  of  a  tkilful 
cister  has  laid  a  fly  seventy-two  feet,  and  one  angler 
used  one  for  four  days  and  killed  200  trout,  and 
finished  with  the  rod  in  perfect  condition." 

"  Independent  Handle  Fly  Rods,  four  piece,  extra 
top,  independent  handle;  length,  nine-ten  feet;  weight, 
4Joz.-7oz  ,  fancy  cork  handle,  price  $35.  Special 
three  piece  fly  rod,  length,  nine  feet ;  weight  3^oz.- 
3foz.,  etc.;  price,  $30."  Several  other  rods,  weighing 
from  5^oz.-8Joz.  are  given;  and  I  may  add  that 
although  the  prices  asked  are  very  high,  there  is  an 
advertisement  in  the  Field  and  Stream  offering  a 
split  cane  fly  rod,  ten  feet  long,  weight  Goz.,  for 
65  cents  (2s.  8d.),  and  another  of  a  bottom  rod,  nine 
feet  long,  weighing  8oz.,  for  the  same  price. 

["  Viator  "  has  certainly  done  good  service  by  calling 
attention  to  the  fact  that  rod  makers  in  this  country 
do  often  make  rods  which  are  quite  unnecessarily 
heavy.  As  regards  "  Viator's  "  chain  theory  it  applies 
to  American  fishing  but  not  to  ours,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  American  anglers  as  a  rule  (there  are  many 
exceptions)  like  a  rod  which  will  bend  so  that  the  tip 
will  touch  the  butt.  Anglers  in  this  country  do  noc 
as  a  rule  (there  are  many  exceptions)  like  such  rods 
because  you  cannot  cast  so  well,  and  you  cannot  play 
a  fish  so  well  as  with  a  rod  with  more  backbone. 
I  think  "Viator"  has  some  cause  for  complaint, 
inasmuch  as  he  expressly  excluded  the  cheap  American 
rods,  and  I  can  back  up  his  statement  as  to  a  really 
good  "Leonard"  being  equal  to  any  rod  made  — 
indeed  it  was  the  perfection  of  the  Leonard  rods 
which  induced  English  makers  to  enter  the  field  in 
earnest  and  produce  rods  equal  to  the  American. 
Forty  dollars  is  over  £8,  which  is  pretty  stiff  for  an 
eight  foot  trout  rod,  whatever  the  action  of  the  rod 
may  be. — Ed.] 


LIGHT  AND  POWERFUL  TROUT  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  "  Viator's  "  letter  in  your 
issue  of  June  21,  we  regret  to  notice  that  he  does  not 
reply  in  the  spirit  we  would  like  to  see,  but  distorts  facts 
and  makes  statements  which  are  quite  inaccurate — 
such  as,  "  I  cannot  but  lament  that  Messrs.  Hardy  still 
wax  enthusiastic  over  so  substantial  a  block  of  timber 
as  is  the  average  split-cane  rod  of  orthodox  proportions." 
We  are  not  aware  that  we  have  ever  given  expression 
to  any  such  opinion.  Then  again  he  says,  "  mere 
mass  of  wood,  steel,  and  other  heavy  materials  which 
are  crowded,  with  so  unnecessary  a  generosity,  into 
the  majority  of  English-made  rods."  Really  in  reading 
this  portion  of  his  letter,  we  could  hardly  avoid 
thinking  that  the  expression  would  better  apply  to 
such  a  toy  as  an  eighty-ton  gun. 

When  he  opened  this  corres]5ondence  we  hoped  to 
be  able  to  give  him  the  information  we  presumed  he 
was  seeking  ;  but  it  appears  to  us  that  he  knows  more 
about  fishing  rods  than  we  do,  and  it  also  appears  to 
us  that,  instead  of  being  what  he  in  his  first  letter  set 
himself  up  as— that  is,  "  an  angler  desirous  of  provid- 
ing himself  with  a  light  split-cane  rod  of  English 
make" — he  now  admits  being  "  a  humble  worker  in 
the  literary  field."  We  are  only  sorry  that  he  did  not 
state  this  in  his  first  letter.  It  is  quite  true,  as  he 
says,  "  the  resiliency  and  skill  of  the  angler  is  not 
referred  to  by  us."  We  confess  we  hardly  know  what 
he  means  by  this,  but  we  feel  sure  that  even  "  Viator" 
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will,  we  hope,  forgive  us  if  we  let  that  alone,  as  the 
"  resiliency  "  of  some  anglers  is  a  very  difficult  quantity 
to  measure. 

If  he  has  made  up  his  mind  that  he  can  get  a 
jjcnverfid  Soz.  rod  of  a  reasonable  length  for  fly  fishing, 
ihen  any  further  argument  so  far  as  we  are  concerned 
is  useless.  We  do  not  gather  from  his  correspondence, 
however,  that  he  has  either  seen  or  handled  one  of 
theee  powerful  2oz.  to  3oz.  rods  he  i  r,BO  enthusiastic 
about,  and  it  might  be  that  if  he  did  he  would  be 
considerably  disillusioned.  We  have  seen  and  handled 
these  light  American-made  rods,  but  it  would  hardly 
be  worth  while  for  us  to  advance  an  opinion. 

Evidently  we  rod  makers  have  a  great  deal  to  learn, 
and  uo  doubt  "  Viator"  "as  a  humble  worker  in  the 
literary  field  "  has  drunk  deep  of  the  knowledge  and 
mysteries  of  fishing  rod  making  on  the  "  American 
principle,"  and  it  now  only  remains  for  us  to  sit  at  the 
feet  of  this  great  Gamaliel  and  learn  from  him. — 
Yours  truly,  Habdy  Bros. 

London  and  North  British  Works,} 
Alnwick. 


ABOUT  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — Anglers  who  are  concerned  about  the 
weaknesses  of  their  rods  would  do  well  to  consider 
Mr.  Tod's  letter  iu  your  issue  of  June  21,  and  instead 
of  laying  aside  a  rod,  on  account  of  its  unsuitableness 
to  buy  another  more  to  their  taste,  should  see  about 
the  altering  and  adj ustment  of  the  old  one — not  merely 
to  save  expense,  but  by  experiment  to  argue  out  in 
their  own  minds  the  governing  qualities  of  a  good 
rod's  action.    The  lesson  would  be  useful. 

It  is  undoubted  that  there  are  many  anglers  who  are 
unable  to  understand  where  or  how  lie  the  weak  points 
in  a  rod.  Of  course  there  are  hundreds  of  fishermen 
who  have  no  genius  for  this  sort  of  thing  and  could 
not  adopt  the  craft  of  the  "  bench  "  ;  and  there  are 
many  who,  for  lack  of  interest,  would  not,  though 
they  could.  But  if  a  man  is  to  be  a  fisherman  in  the 
wide  sense,  he  should  be  absorbed  in  all  that  apper- 
tains to  the  craft,  and  to  understand  how  a  rod  is  a 
good  rod,  or  vice  versa,  is  a  very  important  matter. 

It  is  really  marvellous,  on  going  the  round 
of  a  tackle-maker's  shop,  to  find  so  many  ill- 
proportioned  rods.  Nearly  all  have  the  whippy  point 
and  stiff  butt.  A  few  have  weak  centre  pieces,  but, 
alas  I  how  very  few  have  the  graceful,  steady,  and,  for 
their  size,  strong  swing,  which  impresses  the  manipu- 
lator with  their  power,  and  imparts  confidence  in  their 
use.  Some  are  rods  (large  even  to  sixteen  feet)  with 
practically  no  j)ower,  and  more  adapted  for  flicking 
flies  off  a  horse's  ear  than  for  angling.  I  do  not 
include  ia  this  category,  I  need  hardly  say,  rods  of  the 
Hardy,  Castleconnell,  etc.,  make.  But  some  such 
rods  are  made  by  tackle-makers  well  up  in  the  trade, 
and  priced  as  high  as  40s.  or  more.  Personally, 
I  make  all  my  own  rods,  and  prefer  them  to 
most  makes,  not  because  I  have  made  them,  but 
simply  because  with  careful  testing  as  I  go 
along  I  am  able  to  retain  the  proper  power  in  con- 
junction with  the  jnecessary  resiliency  which  is  so 
diffioult  to  obtain  in  ordinary  priced  rods.  One  is  apt, 
if  not  careful  when  making  a  rod,  to  go  beyond  the 
point  where  the  proper  power  or  backbone  is  to  be 
found.  Once  this  is  done  nothing  satisfactory  can  be 
made  with  the  lengths.  The  only  remedy  i-i  to 
shorten  the  lengths  and  start  a  smaller  rod.  When 
constructing  a  rod  the  butt  should  be  fully  utilised. 
Some  makes  I  have  handled,  it  is  no  exaggeration  to 
say,  would  fish  better  with  the  centre  and  point  only. 
The  butt  appeared  as  if  meant  for  something  to  hold 
on  to  and  not  as  a  vibrating  part  of  the  rod.  These  rods 
are  very  easily  broken.  Their  defects  are  more  felt  in 
the  "  Land  o'  Cakes  "  than  in  sunny  England  where 
fine  water  and  dry  fly  fishing  is  the  rule,  and  where 
"  point  work  "  is  more  used. 

Here  in  loved  "  Auld  Scotia,"  in  the  brawling 
mountain  stream  now  running  noisily  through  a 
narrow  gorge,  now  opening  out  a  wide  pool  with 
sullen  circling  waters,  wet-fly  fishing  is  more  suited. 
The  banks  are  often  precipitous,  or  heavily  wooded, 
and  overhead  casting  is  impossible.  "Switching"  is 
necessary,  and  when  a  wide  pool  has  to  be  covered 
then  comes  in  the  rod  with  the  strong  swing  to  the 
hand  which  imparts  an  impetus  to  the  line  sufficient 
to  carry  the  flies  well  over  the  stream. — Yours  truly, 

Elgin.  A.  MacDonald. 


AN  AMERICAN  ANGLER  ON  LIGHT  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  24  there 
appears  the  inquiry  of  "  Viator  "  as  to  where  he  can 
get  a  4Joz.  fly  rod,  also  your  footnote  in  reply. 

If  "  Viator  "  will  send  me  his  name  and  address  I 
will  give  him  some  information  concerning  our  light- 
weight rods,  and  the  makers  that  may  be  of  value  to 
him. 

If  your  makers  turn  out  light  rods  that  are  suitable 
only  for  ladies  and  girls,  the  ladies  and  girls  are  just 
that  much  ahead  of  their  "  brother"  anglers,  who,  if 
we  may  judge,  all  use  rods  for  single  hand  fly  fishing 
of  weights  that  are  simply  appalling. 

As  the  Fishing  Gazette,  in  a  subsequent  article  on 


this  subject,  has  again  referred  to  the  visit  of  the  late 
Reuben  Wood  to  England,  insinuating  that  he  did  not 
prove  himself  so  skilful  an  angler  as  over  here  he  was 
thought  to  be,  it  is  only  fair  to  remember  that  as  "  one 
swallow  does  not  make  a  summer  "  one  angler  on  a 
private  visit  to  England  surely  is  not  America,  and 
therefore  we  should  not  all  be  classed  by  this  one 
example,  who  I  never  heard  went  over  to  officially 
represent  us. — Yours  truly,  C.  G.  Levison. 

1435,  Pacific-street,  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  U.S.A. 


AUTHOR  OP  POEM  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
let  me  know  the  author  of  the  verses  commencing — 
"  A  fisher  stood  on  the  river's  brim 
When  all  around  was  green — 
And  looked  it." 
— Yours  truly,  F.  Fhiedel. 

[The  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  31  gave  a  rather 
different  version.  I  do  not  know  who  the  poet  is. — 
Eu.] 


BASS  PISHING  OFF  WHITSTABLE. 
Dear  Sir, — On  June  11  I  got  while  fishing  off 
Whitstable  twenty-seven  nice  bass,  nearly  all  on  one 
of  Messrs.  Carter's  small  pike  wagtails,  "  Blui  Body." 
Any  sea  anglers  visiting  there  should  engage  Walter 
Uden,  boatman,  as  he  knows  their  feeding  grounds, 
etc. — Yours  truly,  Ernest  Catt. 


FISHING  AT  BRIDLINGTON  IN  JULY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  intend  visiting  Bridlington  in  July 
and  should  feel  greatly  obliged  if  you  or  any  of  the 
many  readers  of  your  valuable  paper  would  inform  me 
whether  there  is  any  fishing  to  be  had  from  the  piers 
there. — Yours  truly,  J.  S.  Fortescue. 

[Mr.  Stephenson,  the  harbour-master,  kindly  tells 
me  that  "there  is  fair  fishing  from  the  south  pier 
during  the  summer,  but  the  fish  do  not  run  large  as  a 
rule.  At  Flamborough,  which  is  close  by,  good  takes 
of  billet  are  often  to  be  had." — Ed.] 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  LOCHS  ERICHT  AND  AWE. 

Dear  Sir, — Which  is  the  best  of  the  two  for  month 
of  August,  and  the  best  hotel  at  each '?  Any  infor- 
mation would  oblige. — Yours  truly,        R.  Briggs. 


LOUGHS  MASK,  CORRIB,  AND  CARRA. 
Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  can  give  me  any  information  re  fishing 
for  pike,  perch  and  trout  in  the  above  lakes.  Can  I 
fish  from  the  banks,  or  will  it  be  necessary  to  hire  a 
punt,  and  whether  it  is  "free  fishing"?  Do  any  of 
your  readers  know  of  a  place  other  than  an  hotel 
where  I  could  stay  ? — Yours  truly,  E.  H.  D. 


THE  OPAH. 
Dear  Sir, — A  fine  specimen  of  the  opah,  or  king- 
fish,  was  captured  by  the  trawler  White  Star  and 
brought  into  Aberdeen  on  June  21.  The  fish  weighed 
691b.,  and  was  exhibited  in  the  window  of  Mr.  J. 
Brown,  fishmonger.  Union-street,  Aberdeen. — Yours 
truly,  T.  D  Bathgate. 


FRESH  WATER  FISHING  NEAR  DEAL, 
KENT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  thinking  of  spending  the  first  two 
or  three  weeks  in  August  at  Deal,  and  in  addition  to 
sea  fishing  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your  numerous 
readers  could  give  me  any  information  as  to  where  I 
could  obtain  fresh  water  fishing  (roach,  etc.)  within 
easy  distance  of  Deal. 

I  am  informed  there  is  good  fishing  at  Grove  Ferry, 
but  should  be  glad  to  know  if  same  is  free,  or  whether 
daily  or  weekly  fishing  tickets  could  be  obtained,  if  so 
to  whom  should  I  apply  for  same.  Any  information 
will  much  oblige. — Yours  truly,  J.  L. 


SALMON  OR  TROUT  FISHING  WANTED  IN 
AUGUST. 

Dear  Sir, — May  I  ask  you  through  your  paper,  the 
Fisliing  Gazette,  if  you  will  kindly  advise  me  where  to 
go  for  fishing  in  August  with  a  prospect  of  getting  a 
salmon  or  sea  trout.  I  don't  much  mind  whether  the 
fishing  is  in  Scotland,  Wales,  or  Ireland.  The  chief 
points  I  wish  are — (1)  The  fishing  to  be  on  a  river  that 
can  bo  fished  from  the  banks  without  wading  or  using 
a  boat ;  (2)  As  my  wife  will  accompany  me  it  is 
essential  that  I  get  good  hotel  quarters  or  good 
lodgings  near  the  river ;  (3)  Not  to  be  too  expensive. 

I  thought  possibly  you  might  be  able  to  recommend 
some  hotel  having  salmon  or  sea  trout  fishing  attached. 
— Yours  truly,  Sewin. 

["  Sewin  "  will,  I  fear.'not  easily  find  what  he  wants 
in  August. — Ed.] 


PISHING  IN  FALMOUTH. 
Dear  Sir,— I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  any  of  your 
readers  can  inform  me  as  to  what  fishing  (by  payment 
or  free)  is  obtainable  at  or  near  Falmouth  in  August. 
Is  there  any  coarse  fishing,  and  what  sea  fishing  is  to 
be  had  ? — Yours  truly,  A.  W.  Dane. 


DOCK  GRUBS  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Do  you  know  who  sells  dock  grubs  ?  I 
want  some  for  the  third  week  in  July. 

I  am  very  much  pleased  with  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
My  newsagent  showed  it  to  me  some  time  ago,  and  I 
have  since  taken  it  regularly  and  intend  to  do  so. — 
Yours  truly,  Wm.  McMenemy. 

437,  Great  Eastern-road, 
Parkhead,  Glasgow. 

[Perhaps  Mr.  Theaker  can  supply,  or  someone  else 
who  supplies  baits.  I  have  never  seen  them  advertised, 
but  remembering  Izaak  Walton's  statement  that  the 
whitish  grub  found  at  the  root  of  the  dock  was  a  good 
bait  for  trout  and  other  fish,  I  have  often  used  it  when 
I  could  come  across  a  good  crop  of  old  docks,  and  they 
take  some  getting  up;  the  grub  is  generally  found 
right  in  the  root. — Ed.] 


FLIES  FOR  SWITZERLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  propose  fishing  the  trout  streams  of 
the  upper  Engadine  in  August  next,  and  should  be 
thankful  for  information  as  to  likely  flies  as  I  do  not 
know  the  water. — Yours  truly,  Toxo. 

[The  natural  flies  of  the  Swiss  waters  are  very  much 
the  sime  as  ours,  and  the  standard  patterns  will  till 
there  as  well  as  here.  The  water  often  being  very 
clear  small  flies  and  fine  gut  may  be  necessary. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  CRYSTAL  PALACE  PONDS, 

Dear  Sir, — Thanks  are  due  to  you  for  your  inquiry 
attached  to  "  Observer's "  letter.  It  would  also  be 
interesting  to  know  how  many  dozen  fish  made  up  the 
balance  of  101b.,  and  how  many  days  it  took  to  com- 
plete the  total. 

I  have  seen  the  takes  of  many  anglers  in  these  ponds 
during  the  last  twenty  years,  but  think  on  this  occa- 
sion it  must  have  been  a  Dragnet  I — Yours  truly, 

Veritas. 


FISHING  AT  BARMOUTH  OR  ABERYSTWYTH— 
SEA  CHIEFLY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  obliged  to  any  of  your 
readers  who  can  give  me  any  information  as  regards 
fishing  at  the  above  two  places,  both  sea  and  river ; 
what  fish  are  to  be  caught,  and  what  bait  is  chiefly 
used '?  Or  if  any  of  your  readers  would  care  to  enter 
into  correspondence  with  the  same  view  I  should  be 
obliged  and  would  esteem  it  a  favour. — Yours  truly. 

Old  Hall,  Dukinfield.  J.  Crowxheh,  jun. 

[The  Angler's  Diary  says  there  is  good  sea  fishing  — 
skate,  haddock,  whiting,  a  few  bass,  etc. — Ed.] 


WEIGHTS  OF  TROUT  AND  MEASUREMENTS. 

Dear  Sib, — If  you  want  series  of  weights  and 
measurements  of  trout,  in  condition  and  out  of  condi- 
tion, from  Devoron,  I  can  supply  a  large  series,  when 
I  can  find  time  to  copy  out  from  my  registers.  (See  a 
few  given  in  my  little  booklet,  "  The  Wonderful 
Trout.") 

My  measurements  are  taken  as  therein  described, 
from  the  tip  of  nose  to  middle  of  caudal  fin,  or  to  the 
fork  of  the  fin.  But  surely  it  must  be  known  that 
trout  of  different  rivers  and  lochs  do  not  always  agree 
— weight  for  measure — indeed  a  scale  can  only  be 
determined  for  each  river  and  its  fish  separately. 

I  uphold  that  trout  killed  in  Deveron,  even  in  the 
lower  reaches,  are  rarely  in  condition,  and  measure 
and  weigh  badly,  before  late  in  April.  Measurements 
and  weights  are  quite  a  good  criterion,  and  proof  of 
the  fact  afterwards  is  not  difficult,  when  they  are 
placed  on  the  table. 

If  they  don't  measure  and  weigh  right,  send  them  to 

your  ahem!  along  with  the  "early  sea  trout"; 

but  if  they  measure  and  weigh  right,  "  eat  them 
yourselves,"  or  send  them  to  those  who  really  know 
hoiv  to  appreciate  a  Deveron  trout  in  A  1  condition. 

Many  an  angler  who  fishes  "  early  "  says,  "  I  like 
catching  trout,"  but  "  I  7iever  eat  them!" — Yours 
truly,  J.  H.  B. 

[I  only  want  the  average  size  and  weight  if  J.  H.  B. 
will  kindly  send. — Ed.] 


TROUT  FISHING  AND  BRACING  AIR  WANTED, 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  help  a  man  who  is  a  keen 
fisherman  to  find  a  place  in  a  bracing  climate  where 
fairly  good  accommodation  and  good  trout  fishing  is 
obtainable  on  reasonable  terms  ?  I  am  prepared  to 
spend  £40  on  a  trip  of  from  a  month  to  six  weeks. 
Our  party  consists  of  eight. — Yours  truly.  Miles. 

FISHING  ON  DARTMOOR. 

Dear  Sib, — If  your  correspondent  "  Surgeon  "  will 
write  me  at  the  address  below  I  can  give  him  all  the 
particulars  he  requires.  I  have  just  returned  from  a 
six  weeks'  stay  in  Devonshire,  and,  residing  on  the 
verge  of  the  moor,  had  extremely  good  sport  in  spite 
of  the  unseasonable  weather. — Yours  truly, 

Jos.  Alex.  Tooneb,  L.R.C.P.I. 

3i,  Broad-street,  Pendleton,  Manchester, 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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NOTICES. 

^For  List  of  Contents,  see  JXige  25.] 

Thb  Fishino  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Piovinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  and  Proprietor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  wTite  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  siguatiires  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10».  6d. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    5s.  4d. 

Three  Months    ditto  ditto    2s.  Sd. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage    12s.  64 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  „   £7   7  0 

Half  Page   3  15  0 

A  Colimin  or  Quarter  Page   2   2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page         ...    15  0 

Small  advertisements  it.  per  Inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— "  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 


SATUKDAY,  JULY  12th,  1902. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


A  TELEGRAM  ftom  Mr.  sturdy  just  to  hand  reads : 
"  Bolstad — Sport  in  this  and  adjoining  river  falling 
off  and  bad  ;  other  river  reports  varying  but  mostly 
poor.    "Weather  cold." 


Many  fly-tying  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
will  be  sorry  to  hear  of  the  continued  illness  of 
Mr.  Fred  Yates.  No  better  judge  of  a  good  hackle 
or  maker  of  a  good  fly  could  be  found  than  Mr.  Yates, 
and  many  an  amateur  fly-tier  is  indebted  to  him 
for  both  hackles  and  hints. 


The  Country  for  July  contains  some  illustrations 
of  salmon  angling  on  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee.  I 
have  never  seen  a  more  admirably  illustrated  or 
generally  attractive  magazine  than  The  Country 
at  6d. — or  for  that  matter  at  any  price.  Its  size, 
10  X  l:^  inches,  permits  of  large  illustrations  being 
given.  Messrs.  J.  M.  Dent  &  Co.,  who  publish  it, 
are  noted  for  the  genuine  taste  displayed  in  all  their 
publications. 


A  Big  Otter. 
Mr.  Jdo.  J.  Hardy  writes  : — "  I  came  across  a 
dead  otter  while  fishing  on  the  Aln  in  tidal  water. 
He  measured  44J  inches  from  end  of  tail  to  nose. 
I  think  he  was  possibly  a  record  otter.  Can  you 
give  any  data  of  weight  and  length  of  otters?" 
[I  am  sorry  I  cannot. — Ed.] 

Yarns  from  Young  Queensland, 
Here  is  a  story  which  will  do  as  a  beginning  from 
Young  Queensland,  who  calls  himself  a  disciple  of 
"  leaac  Newton  "  : — 

"  May  13,  1902. 
"  Dear  Sir, — I  was  fishing  in  one  of  the  reaches 
of  the  Brisbane  Iiiver  along  with  a  friend  one 
evening  ;  after  fishing  for  some  time  I  got  a  peculiar 
bite.  Not  being  able  to  strike  it,  I  took  no  further 
notice,  when,  to  my  astonishment,  I  found  my  line 
taken  up  a  small  cliff.  I  handed  the  line  to  my 
friend,  and  went  to  see  what  was  the  matter,  when, 
lo  and  behold,  I  beheld  a  large  guana,  which  had 
hooked  himself  to  my  line.   I  killed  him,  and  gave 


his  body  to  my  dog.  It  was  a  very  peculiar  sensa- 
tion that  I  had  that  evening,  and  I  don't  think  I 
shall  ever  forget  it. 

"An  ocean  liner  having  arrivel  rt  Friebjne,  a 
passenger  went  to  fish  from  off  the  boat.  He 
hooked  a  large  shark  about  sixteen  feet  long,  when 
on  opening  him  they  found  a  large  carpet  snake 
about  twelve  feet  long.  They  also  found  a  large 
St.  Bernard  dog  intact. 

"  A  very  funny  yarn,  but  a  true  one,  occurred  at 
Brisbane  lately.  A  young  fellow  was  fishing  from 
a  punt  on  the  river,  when  he  caught  a  large  conger 
eel.  When  he  saw  what  he  had  caught  he  politely 
jumped  into  the  river  and  swam  ashore,  and  said 
that  he  was  not  going  to  stop  in  the  boat  with  such 
a  thing  as  that.  The  eel  wriggled  itself  out  of  the 
boat  and  got  away,  taking  of  course  his  fishing 
line.  I  suppose  the  unfortunate  young  man  thought 
he  had  a  sea  serpent. 

"  I  would  like  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  yarns  that  I  have  just  related  are  true 
ones.  I  might  mention  also  that  I  am  an  amateur 
fisherman.  If  you  think  the  above  are  good 
enough  for  your  kind  offer,  I  will  only  be  too 
pleased  to  accept  it.  Believe  me  to  be  a  follower 
of  Isaac  Newton. — Yours  truly, 

"  J.  Henry  Toppin,  Jun." 


"A  Genuine  English  Joke." 
"  Here  is  a  genuine  English  joke  at  the  expense 
of  the  fertility  of  the  Yankee  mind  : — An  American 
was  walking  along  the  bank  of  a  river  with  his 
English  host  when  they  came  to  a  fish  ladder. 
Although  fish  ladders  and  similar  contrivances  are 
common  enough  in  this  country,  it  seems  the 
American  had  never  before  seen  one,  and  on 
inquiring  what  it  was,  he  was  told  how  the  salmon 
ascended,  a  little  at  a  time,  until  they  reached  the 
smooth  water  above  the  dam.  Then  his  host 
asked  if  fish  ladders  were  not  employed  in  America, 
whereupon  he  was  informed  that  they  may  have 
been  long  ago,  but  that  now  every  dam  was 
equipped  with  an  elevator  which  worked  automatic- 
ally through  the  aid  of  the  falling  water,  and  that 
when  the  elevator  came  down  the  fish  entered  it 
and  left  it  at  the  top  when  it  stopped  there.  The 
story  may  be  old,  but  it  is  worth  repeating," — New 
York  Shooting  and  Fishing. 


The  Star  says :  "  Mr.  Joseph  Chamberlain  has 
been  in  communication  with  railway  authorities  on 
behalf  of  the  Birmingham  organisation  of  anglers, 
who  seek  special  concessions  as  to  fares."  The 
Star  then  gives  a  picture  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  fishing  in  a  downpour  with  Mr. 
Jesse  Collings.  "  Mr.  Ceilings  (miserably,  from  a 
seat  on  the  bait-box) :  '  Let's  go  home,  Joe.'  Mr. 
Chamberlain  :  '  I'm  surprised  at  you,  Jesse.  When 
I  come  out  to  fish  I  fish.  What  I  have  said  I  have 
said,'  "  R.  B.  Marston, 


THEBE  FINE  SNAKE  STORIES, 


[Next  to  a  good  fish  story  is  a  good  snake  story, 
and  it  is  a  long  time  since  I  read  three  more 
"  make-your-flesh-creep  "  yarns  than  these  by  Dr. 
R,  W.  Shufeldt,  who  contributes  delightful  "  Nature 
and  Science  Notes  "  to  the  New  York  Shooting  and 
Fishing.— n.  B.  M.] 

A  Black  Snake  Story. 
Over  thirty  years  ago  one  of  the  most  romantic 
spots  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stamford,  Conn., 
was  Lattin's  Rock,  an  enormous  isolated  boulder 
of  rock  standing  in  the  midst  of  an  extensive 
hemlock  growth  of  heavy  timber,  in  a  decidedly 
undulating  country,  well  watered  with  pretty 
streams  and  ponds.  One  day  in  the  autumn  of 
1867,  near  that  place,  I  was  hunting,  or  rather  out 
collecting  birds,  and  upon  passing  under  a  tall  tree 
my  attention  was  attracted  by  a  swinging  rope-like 
object  that  hung  suspended  from  its  lower  limb 
immediately  overhead.  In  an  instant  I  recognised 
it  as  a  large  black  snake,  and  it  was  holding  on  by 
a  coil  or  two  of  its  tail,  while  its  head  was  several 
feet  above  the  reach  of  my  outstretched  arm  and 
hand.  Its  body  was  straightened  out  as  straight 
as  could  be.  It  took  but  an  instant  for  me  to 
appreciate  this  extraordinary  behaviour  on  the  part 
of  a  species  of  snake  with  which  I  was  quite 
familiar,  I  was  about  to  reach  up  and  strike  it 
with  my  gun  barrels,  when,  in  a  twinkling,  it  let 
go  its  hold  and  fell  all  in  a  loose  coil  on  my  head 
and  shoulder,  but  as  quick  as  a  flash  twined  itself 
about  my  neck,  with  the  hinder  third  of  its  length 


twisted  about  my  arm  at  the  armpit.  Rearing 
its  head  within  a  few  inches  of  my  face,  and  rapidly 
quivering  its  tongue  at  me,  it  was  quite  a  picture 
to  behold.  It  required  but  a  moment  or  two,  how- 
e\  er,  for  me  to  demonstrate  to  this  hardy  and  soot- 
tinted  representative  of  the  reptilian  race  that  it 
had  attacked  a  quarry  entirely  too  big  for  its 
powers— though  I  confess  it  warped  down  its  con- 
stricting coils  in  a  manner  not  to  be  despised  as 
coming  from  so  small  a  snake.  Seizing  the  snake 
near  the  heiid,  and  leaning  my  gun  against  a  tree, 
by  three  or  four  vigorous  pulls  I  soon  disengaged 
it,  and  his  disappointed  snakeship  was  taken  home 
alive.  It  measured  something  less  than  six  feet, 
and  was  an  unusually  fine  specimen.  All  over  the 
eastern  part  of  the  United  States  this  snake  is 
known  as  the  black  snake,  while  in  the  west  it  is 
called  the  blue  racer,  or  in  some  western  localities 
the  green  racer.  It  is  one  of  our  typical  constrictor 
snakes,  and  is  known  to  scientists  as  Zamcnis 
constrictor  from  this  fact. 

Speaking  of  the  big  black  snake  that  attacked  me 
near  Lattin's  Rock,  described  above,  I  was  about  to 
tell  what  happened  to  it  after  I  got  the  specimen 
home  alive  quite  late  in  the  evening,  and  put  it  in 
a  wire  rat  trap  cage,  and  how  it  squirmed  out  while 
the  entire  family  were  at  prayers,  and  went  up  one 
of  the  pantaloon  legs  of  my  very  devout  uncle,  the 
late  Dr.  Richard  M.  Abercrombie,  who  was  kneeling 
on  the  floor  at  the  time  conducting  the  quiet  cere- 
mony. The  commotion  it  raised  defies  description 
— but  I'll  not  tell  that  story  now,  passing  instead 
to  some  of  the  personal  experiences  I  have  had 
with  rattlesnakes  out  upon  the  western  plains  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  70's,  where  I  served  for  a 
number  of  years  as  surgeon  with  the  various  expedi- 
tions of  the  government  sent  out  there  to  kill 
the  Indians  for  their  objecting  to  this  country 
swindling  them  out  of  all  their  natural  rights. 

Horse  and  Snake  Story, 
We  killed  a  good  many  of  the  Indians,  but  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  by  way  of  retaliation  the 
Indians  killed  a  good  many  more  of  us.  At  one 
time  I  was  marching  with  the  commanding  oflicer 
at  the  head  of  a  large  body  of  United  States  cavalry, 
and  was  mounted  upon  a  fine  Comanche  split  ear 
pony,  an  animal  of  great  power  and  endurance, 
and  off  whose  back  I  had  killed  several  buffalo 
and  many  deer.  We  were  upon  the  morning 
in  question  marching  in  a  column  of  fours,  and 
passing  through  a  prairie  dog  town  of  very  wide 
extent.  Suddenly  I  caught  sight  of  an  immense 
rattler  directly  in  my  horse's  path,  and  before  I 
could  check  him  or  turn  him  aside  he  had  stepped 
upon  it  with  his  left  fore  foot,  the  hoof  pressing  the 
head  of  the  snake  and  about  three  or  four  inches  of 
its  body  back  of  it  down  into  the  soft  earth  thrown 
up  out  of  a  fresh  prairie  dog  burrow.  Instantly 
the  rattler  coiled  the  rest  of  its  big  body  about  my 
horse's  leg,  and  the  tremendous  rattle  at  the  end  of 
it  being  free  to  sound  a  call  of  boots  and  saddles  or 
any  other  alarm,  and  that  in  a  manner  quite  calcu- 
lated to  raise  the  hair  of  the  most  stout-hearted 
man  in  the  entire  column.  But  mark  the  good 
horse  sense  of  my  good  horse.  Lift  his  foot  ? 
Never ;  not  he  I  He  simply  threw  his  ears  hard 
back,  gave  a  vindictive  snort  or  two,  and  kept  his 
hoof  hard  down  upon  that  rattler's  neck.  A 
number  of  the  other  horses  at  the  head  of  the 
column  took  fright  at  once  and  pulled  out  to  one 
side  or  the  other,  untU  in  less  than  a  minute  they 
formed  a  circle  about  me  and  my  brave  and  sensible 
animal.  A  smart  corporal  in  the  headquarters 
party,  taking  in  the  situation  at  once,  dismounted 
and  in  a  trice,  with  his  big  hunting  knife,  severed 
the  head  and  neck  of  the  snake  close  down  to  the 
ground,  and  uncoiling  the  balance  of  the  animal 
and  snipping  off  the  rattle  tossed  the  former  out 
on  to  the  prairie.  My  horse  then  gave  a  final  snort, 
a  good  leap,  and  then  capered  about  for  a  moment 
or  so,  as  though  he  perfectly  comprehended  and 
appreciated  the  situation  and  all  that  had  happened 
— the  entire  event  not  having  lasted  certainly  three 
minutes, 

A  Den  of  Rattlesnakes. 

Upon  another  occasion,  when  dismounted,  I  was 
placed  in  a  somewhat  similar  position,  but  a  far 
more  dangerous  one,  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
not  admitting  of  my  showing  as  much  coolness  and 
good  sense  as  my  horse  had  done,  though  I  fail  to 
see  now  how  I  could  have  done  much  better  than  I 
did  at  the  time.  I  was  marching  ■with  the  cavalry 
column  in  the  same  manner  as  before,  and  passing 
within  some  distance  of  a  series  of  rocky  ledges  upon 
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our  left  hand,  I  espied  a  place  where  the  Indians  had 
buried  one  of  their  number  in  a  cleft  ten  or  twelve 
feet  above  the  ground.  Hiding  over  there  on  my 
horse,  I  dismounted  and  examined  the  place.  My 
object  was  to  get  the  skull  and  some  of  the  trappings 
the  chap  had  been  buried  in.  Directly  below  where 
he  had  been  placed  there  grew  a  mass  of  tangled 
brush  that  stood  in  my  way,  but  close  alongside  the 
rocky  cliff  there  was  a  long  sloping  shelf  that, 
starting  on  the  level  with  the  ground  some  75  feet 
or  more  from  where  the  Indian's  body  was,  gradu- 
ally led  up  to  that  point,  so  were  I  on  top  there  I 
could  perhaps  just  about  reach  his  feet.  How  they 
got  him  into  that  crevice  I  do  not  see,  but  all  Indian 
planters  of  similar  vocation  seem  to  be  familiar  with 
such  tricks,  and  from  time  immemorial  have  em- 
ployed them  to  defeat  the  ends  of  good  anthro- 
pologists working  honestly  for  the  benefit  of  science. 
By  walking  down  to  where  this  sloping  ridge  com- 
menced, I  picked  my  way  along  it,  close  to  the  side 
of  the  cliff  until  I  reached  the  point  where  it  stopped. 
This,  as  I  say,  was  the  nearest  ledge  to  where  the 
Indian  had  been  buried,  while  below  there  was  a 


Years  after  these  events  I  made  a  good  many 
studies  of  the  anatomy  and  habits  of  our  snakes, 
and  was  for  a  long  time  connected  with  the 
Herpetological  Department  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution.  Still  later  on  I  came  to  photograph 
living  specimens  of  many  species,  and  one  of  these 
latter  is  a  beautiful  form  known  as  the  blotched 
king  snake,  one  of  the  gentlest  and  most  harmless 
creatures  that  ever  lived. 


A  FEENCH  ANGLEE  AMONG  THE 
GEAYLING  OF  THE  DOVE. 


"  Dear  Sir, — I  forward  you  herewith  photographs 
of  a  very  remarkable  catch  of  grayling  made  on  the 
Izaak  Walton  Hotel  water  of  the  Dove,  in  Dove- 
dale,  Derbyshire.  The  successful  sportsman  was 
the  Pere  Mary,  a  well-known  Normandy  fisherman. 

"  The  fly  which  he  used  was  one  of  his  own  make, 
and  resembled  somewhat  the  white  winged  Coach- 
man. The  body,  however,  was  thicker  and  quite 
black,  and  there  was  no  hackle.    On  the  tip  of  the 


i  UE  Mary  and  His  Fine  Dish  of  Dove  Grayling. 


direct  drop  of  some  12ft.,  and  that  into  the 
before  mentioned  mass  of  bushes.  I  reached  out  as 
far  as  I  could  to  try  to  take  hold  of  any  part  of  the 
relic's  clothing  or  skeleton,  but  in  doing  this  I  lost 
my  balance,  and  before  I  could  regain  it  was  obliged 
to  jump — and  jump  I  did  in  good  shape  into  the 
bushes  below.  With  my  leather  hip  hunting  boots 
on,  I  struck  the  ground  fairly  good  and  solid, 
crushing  the  brush  down  beneath  them^ — but, 
horror  of  horrors  1  had  fifty  ships'  rattles  sormded 
a  fire  alarm,  the  din  created  by  the  rattles  of  the 
rattlesnakes  hid  in  the  clump  of  brush  could  not 
have  been  more  terrible.  My  recollection  is  that 
it  was  a  very  small  part  of  a  second  before  I  was 
well  out  on  the  clear  hard  ground  of  the  prairie 
again,  listening  to  the  musical  row  that  was  being 
kept  up  in  the  brush,  and  examining  my  tough 
boots  for  evidences  of  broken  fangs  or  other 
remarks  or  remains  of  snakes'  teeth.  I  believe, 
however,  I  would  have  tried  to  get  up  there  again, 
for  I  was  very  enthusiastic  in  those  days,  but 
something  deterred  me — perhaps  they  sounded 
officers'  call  over  in  the  column.  That  may  have 
been  it,  for  the  country  was  full  of  extremely 
unfriendly  Indians,  and  many  times  my  com- 
manding officer  had  informed  me  that  he  could 
not  possibly  afford  to  lose  his  surgeon. 


hook  was  i^laced  a  small  water  insect,  the  name  of 
which  in  French  is  the  A-erl-afe.  My  spelling  of 
this  is  phonetic,  as  I  only  know  of  the  word 
through  hearing  the  Pere  speak  it.  Fished  as  is  a 
wet  fly,  we  have  often  found  it  a  most  killing  bait 
on  French  rivers.  The  English  name  I  have  been 
unable  to  exactly  determine,  though  Mr.  Evans,  of 
the  Izaak  Walton,  and  several  other  Dovedale 
anglers  are  inclined  to  class  it  as  some  sort  of 
caddis.  This  combination  of  live  and  artificial  was 
fished  '  wet  fly  '  with  a  very  long  line.  Of  coiurse 
the  grayling  will  not  rise  at  the  dry  fly  at  this 
season  of  the  year. 

"  We  found  out  what  the  fish  were  taking  by 
stalking  one  which  lay  close  to  the  bank.  We 
crept  behind  some  rushes  and  watched  him  for 
some  time. 

"  The  weights  of  the  biggest  were  as  follows  : — 
lib.  lloz.,  lib.  lOoz.,  lib.  9ioz.,  lib.  8oz.,  lib.  6oz., 
lib.  5oz.  Only  three  were  under  lib.,  and  only  one 
under  ijlb. 

"  All  were  in  as  good  condition  and  ate  as  well  as 
September  fish.  It  would  be  of  interest  to  know 
if  there  is  a  finer  catch  than  this  on  record  in  this 
part  of  England.  The  Pere  Mary,  by  the  way,  had 
never  fished  an  English  river  or  seen  a  grayling 
before.— Yours  truly,  "  W.  B.  Dalley." 


[I  do  not  remember  a  larger  basket  from  the 
Dove — that  is,  not  of  such  good  weights.  Of 
course  in  Hampshire  such  a  take  would  not  be 
anything  very  extraordinary ;  but  June  is  too  early 
for  grayling  fishing  unless  it  is  desired  to  thin  out 
the  fish  as  is  often  the  case  in  Hampshire.  I  have 
asked  Mr.  Dalley  to  let  me  know  what  the  fish 
were  caught  with.  It  speaks  well  for  the  stock  of 
grayling  in  the  Izaak  Walton  water. — Ed.] 


TEOUT  FISHING  IN  THE 
SHETLANDS. 


From  the  description  given  in  some  old  books, 
one  is  apt  to  form  a  wrong  idea  of  what  the  Shetland 
Islands  are  really  like.  When  the  name  occurs, 
the  imaginary  picture  crops  up  in  the  mind  of  a 
group  of  barren  isles  and  rocks,  tenanted  by  a  few 
hardy  ponies,  sheep,  and  sea-fowl,  with  a  fisher's 
hut  here  and  there.  These,  together  with  stormy 
seas,  rocks  split  by  storms,  and  honeycombed  by 
caves,  are  all  to  be  found  along  with  the  advan- 
tages to  be  had.  The  sunnier  side  of  the  picture 
is  seldom  taken  notice  of.  To  see  Lerwick  in  the 
fishing  season  with  all  its  stir  and  bustle  would  be 
a  surprise  to  many  coming  for  tlie  first  time. 
Passenger  steamers  coming  into  the  roadstead  have 
to  proceed  very  cautiously  owing  to  the  number  of 
fishing  craft  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Smacks, 
luggers,  trawlers,  steam  netters,  Dutch  luggers, 
and  one  or  two  small  gunboats,  to  protect  the 
fishing,  all  block  the  way  in  the  roadstead. 

On  shore  herring  fishers  and  gutters  from  every- 
where are  met.  Great  numbers  of  Dutchmen  are 
to  be  seen  swaggering  along  in  stylish-looking 
knickerbockers  about  a  yard  wide.  They  usually 
wear  sabots,  which  make  a  regular  clatter  on  the 
Btone  pavements  of  the  narrow  streets.  Lerwick  is 
the  first  port  that  steamers  call  at  when  taking  the 
east  side  of  the  islands,  and  one  has  often  to  make 
a  stay  of  a  day  or  two  to  get  the  local  steamer  to 
the  other  parts,  unless  they  hire  a  trap.  Hotel 
accommodation  is  to  be  had  here  to  suit  all  classes, 
and  private  parties  cater  for  those  who  wish  to 
make  a  short  stay.  Nothing  is  to  be  had  to  entice 
the  angler  to  stay  long  here,  although  there  are 
one  or  two  good  lochs  within  driving  distance,  and 
whiting,  flounders,  and  haddock  are  still  to  be 
found  in  small  quantities.  Trawling  within  the 
limit  has  destroyed  the  chances  of  getting  any- 
thing like  decent  sea-fishing  in  the  Shetlands, 
unless  one  is  content  with  coalfish  or  saithe. 

The  islands  of  Mainland,  Yell,  Unst  and  Fetlar 
are  the  four  largest  of  the  group,  and  in  all  these 
good  loch  and  sea-trout  fishing  is  to  be  had.  All 
the  islands  contain  a  large  number  of  lochs  and  a 
few  fishable  bums.  Many  of  these  lochs  are  tidal, 
and  nearly  all  are  connected  with  the  sea  by  small 
burns.  The  sea  itself  in  the  many  voes,  as  the 
long  inlets  are  called,  holds  sea-trout  nearly  all  the 
year  round.  In  it  I  have  caught  sea-trout  from 
March  until  October,  and  thereby  had  a  splendid 
chance  of  seeing  them  in  all  their  stages,  as  well  as 
having  a  splendid  opportunity  of  observing  their 
habits  and  what  they  fed  on  in  salt  water. 

To  give  the  angler  some  idea  of  their  food,  I 
may  state  that  the  principal  items  found  in  them 
were  sand-eels,  shrimps,  and  sand-hoppers,  small 
shellfish,  various  marine  worms,  and  the  fry  of 
herrings,  haddock,  and  coalfish.  This  is  practically 
the  same  as  what  any  sea-fish  would  eat,  and  I 
found  that  the  place  where  the  fish  were  caught  had 
an  influence  on  the  kind  of  food  in  their  stomachs. 
Sand-eels  and  shrimps  were  generally  found  in 
those  taken  in  sandy  places,  between  the  rocks  and 
weed,  and  these  two  different  kinds  of  creatures  were 
seemingly  the  principal  food  all  the  season,  as  these 
were  found  in  the  trout  on  more  occasions  than 
anything  else.  My  best  fish  were  also  taken  on 
artificial  sand-eels  about  three  inches  long,  and  on 
shrimps  of  from  one  to  one  and  a  half  inches  in 
length. 

The  sea-trout  of  Shetland  are  magnificent  in 
point  of  size  and  quality,  while  their  sporting 
propensities  exceed  those  of  salmon  of  equal  weight. 
This  year  I  saw  a  specimen  of  121b.  netted  in  a 
voe,  and  many  others  of  61b.  and  71b.  apiece.  These 
heavy  fish  are  very  seldom  taken  by  rod  and  line, 
however,  but  the  angler  cannot  complain  when  he 
gets  fish  of  41b.  and  5Ib.  Two-pounders  are  common, 
and  there  is  generally  a  quantity  of  finnock,  herling, 
or  whitlings  as  well.  These  latter  (the  young  of 
the  sea-trout)  are  generally  included  along  with 
and  mentioned  as  sea-trout  in  the  angling  reports 
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here — not  with  any  intention  to  delude,  but  through 
ignorance,  as  the  natives  know  them  by  no  other 
name  than  sea-trout.  These  fish  are  to  be  found  in 
salt  water  at  all  times  between  March  and  October 
and  perhaps  longer,  as  I  only  mention  this  time  as 
being  when  I  have  caught  them  myself.  Sea-trout 
axe  very  seldom  taken  in  the  sea  to  my  knowledge 
imless  in  the  Orkneys,  Shetlands,  and  some  parts 
of  the  Hebrides.  They  rise  to  the  fly  with  freedom 
and  eagerness  in  the  sea,  and  seem  to  have  a 
voracious  appetite  at  all  times.  A  common  and 
perhaps  the  lure  to  which  the  majority  of  sea- 
trout  succumb  is  the  common  earth-worm.  This 
kills  well  in  fresh-water,  and  is  moreover  almost  a 
"  sure  thing  "  in  the  sea.  The  method  of  fishing  it 
in  salt-water  differs  from  the  general  way  employed 
in  fresh-water.  A  light  grilse  rod  of  fifteen  feet  is 
the  best  for  sea-trouting  in  this  style.  Well 
Ecoured  and  toughened  earth-worms  of  four  to 
six  inches  long  are  best,  and  these  should  be  put 
on  a  Stewart  tackle  made  of  reliable  gut  and  No.  8 
rustless  sneck-hooks.  Anything  smaller  in  the 
way  of  hooks  will  cause  grief  and  disappointment 
as  the  fish  have  often  to  be  "  held "  to  prevent 
them  from  making  into  the  immense  clumps 
of  sea-weed  found  all  round  the  coasts.  Anyone 
attempting  to  hold  a  three  or  four  pounder  with  a 
smaller  hook  than  that  named  would  have  small 
chances  of  success,  and  equally  small  chances  if 
they  allowed  the  fish  to  get  among  the  weeds.  One 
kind  termed  "  Lucky  Lines  "  by  the  Shetlanders 
are  a  particular  nuisance.  These  are  long,  trailing, 
round  stemmed  weeds  often  ten  and  twelve  feet  in 
length.  When  the  tide  is  up  all  is  well,  but  as 
soon  as  it  ebbs  the  heads  appear,  then  more  and 
more  of  the  weed  floats  on  the  surface  to  annoy  the 
angler.  Grilse  and  light  salmon  casts  may  be 
used,  even  in  bright  weather,  as  the  trout  are  not 
particularly  gut  shy.  Finer  tackle  is  better,  but  it 
cannot  be  used  with  safety  on  account  of  the  weeds. 
The  worm  should  be  cast  out  and  wrought  slowly 
through  the  water  like  a  salmon  fly.  No  shot  or 
sinkers  of  any  kind  should  be  used,  as  the  trout 
take  the  lure  best  when  used  near  the  surface  and 
when  some  motion  is  given  to  it. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  method  of  spiiming  the  worm 
answers  admirably,  and  I  have  had  good  baskets 
by  using  this  plan.  An  "Archer  Spinner"  with 
the  usual  hooks  taken  off  and  a  Stewart  tackle 
substituted,  makes  a  good  tackle  for  this  style  of 
fishing.  Sea-trout  must  mistake  this  bait  for  a 
sand-eel  or  some  other  lively  marine  creature. 
They  will  also  take  the  worm  off  the  bottom,  but 
it  answers  best  when  kept  floating  about  or  moving 
not  far  from  the  surface.  Deadly  as  this  style  is, 
as  good  sport,  if  not  better,  may  be  obtained  by 
using  a  small  imitation  of  the  sand-eel.  Most  of 
the  imitation  sand-eels  used  are  too  stiff  and  hard 
in  the  water,  and  have  no  more  individual  move- 
ment about  them  than  what  it  would  be  possible 
to  impart  to  a  poker.  This  is  a  drawback  to  the 
killing  properties  of  these  artificials,  and  when  these 
baits  are  selected  care  should  be  taken  to  see  that 
they  are,  to  a  certain  extent,  pliable  and  not  too  stiff. 
These  are  usually  fished  alone,  or  they  can  be  fixed 
to  the  point  of  a  cast  and  fished  in  conjunction 
with  one  or  more  flies.  Natural  sand-eels  are  the 
best  when  they  are  to  be  obtained.  Shetland 
fishermen  know  the  value  of  this  bait  for  all  kinds 
of  sea-fish,  and  at  times  are  able  to  procure  them 
for  anglers.  Sand-eels  can  be  fished  on  a  Stewart 
tackle,  an  Archer  Spinner,  or  on  special  tackles 
made  for  the  purpose.  Small  shrimps  are  also 
good  baits,  and  either  natural  or  artificial  may  be 
used.  The  type  of  cast  I  prefer  for  sea-trout 
fishing  in  the  sea  is  made  up  thus :  I  fix  an 
artificial  sand-eel  to  the  point,  then  an  artificial 
shrimp,  and  lastly  a  Soldier  Palmer.  All  the  usual 
lures  used  in  the  north  of  Scotland  for  sea-trout  do 
well,  particularly  the  demons  or  terrors. 

No  angler  coming  to  Shetland  should  fail  to 
bring  a  dozen  or  two  of  these.  Have  them  made 
in  a  variety  of  sizes,  dressed  with  very  light  badger 
hackles.  The  usual  patterns  sold  have  the  silver 
laid  on  too  sparingly.  A  foimdation  should  first  be 
made  of  white  floss,  and  then  the  silver  should  be 
wrapped  on  over  this.  These  are  really  an  imita- 
tion of  the  sand-eel,  and  when  properly  made  are 
very  deadly.  Dandies,  Tubes,  and  Silver  Devons 
kill  well,  as  do  small  salmon  flies  dressed  on  irons 
about  the  size  of  No.  6  Limericks. 

Many  anglers  coming  up  to  Shetland  will  think 
this  large  for  sea-trout,  but  they  will  find  a  fly  of 
this  size  answer  better  than  one  smaller.  The  best 
flies  are  those  with  silver-tinselled  bodies,  such  as 


the  Silver  Doctor  and  Silver  Grey.  .Jock  Scot, 
Popham,  and  Blue  Charm  will  take  fish  also.  All 
flies  brought  here  should  be  dressed  with  untarnish- 
able  tinsels.  Salt  spray  and  peat  fumes  are 
common  in  Shetland,  and  these  tarnish  and  corrode 
certain  metals  very  soon.  Flies  and  other  silvered 
baits  should  be  carefully  wrapped  in  tissue  or  silk 
paper,  and  kept  in  an  air-tight  case,  if  possible. 
The  usual  type  of  sea-trout  flies  will  kill,  but  the 
following  have  all  been  proved  :  Soldier,  or  Red 
Palmer,  Eed  and  Teal,  Butcher,  Peacock,  or 
Alexandra,  Jungle  Cock,  Orange  Bumble,  Green 
Mantle,  and  Teal  and  Green.  The  teal-winged  flies 
named  should  be  dressed  with  broad  silver  tinsel. 
Devon  Minnows  and  Phantoms  of  from  1^  inches 
to  2i  inches  are  very  good.  The  Phantoms  are 
better  than  Devons  in  weedy  places,  as  they  do  not 
sink  so  deeply  as  the  metal  baits. 

Waders  or  fishing  trousers  are  almost  a  necessity 
unless  one  intends  fishing  by  boat.  It  is  no  doubt 
superfluous  to  warn  sensible  persons  wading  in 
strange  waters  to  do  so  with  extreme  caution  as 
there  are  so  many  ways  by  which  one  may  be 
deceived  by  the  depth.  In  many  parts  of  Shetland 
the  shingle  and  stones  are  very  slippery  and  slope 
into  deep  water  where  strong  currents  nm.  One  with 
observant  eyes  can  see  this  danger,  but  in  certain 
lochs,  and  by  the  sides  of  some  burns  where  the  ground 
is  boggy,  there  are  mud-holes  more  treacherous 
than  quicksand.  These  places  are  often  dangerous 
to  experienced  bog-trotters,  so  that  the  angler  should 
proceed  with  caution  and  wade  where  he  is  able  to 
see  stones  and  gravel  only.  A  small  telescopic  gaff 
is  much  to  be  preferred  to  a  landing  net  where  the 
larger  fish  are  found.  The  small  ones  of  a  pound 
or  so  can  be  played  out  and  cautiously  drawn  on 
shore,  or  lifted  into  the  boat  by  the  rod,  and  any- 
thing heavier  can  easily  be  gaffed  by  a  practised 
hand.  If  a  net  is  preferred,  let  it  be  of  the  size 
used  for  landing  grilse  or  pike,  as  the  ordinary 
trouting  nets  are  not  sufficiently  large. 

Tidal  lochs,  voes,  or  estuaries,  and  sandy  or 
gravelly  beaches  are  where  the  sea-trout  are  usually 
found  when  not  in  fresh -water.  If  burns  enter 
these  the  chances  are  better,  but  I  have  caught 
sea-trout  over  a  mile  away  from  the  mouth  of  a 
burn.  These  fish  enter  the  burns  and  fresh-water 
lochs  generally  about  the  beginning  of  July,  and 
continue  to  run  until  well  on  in  November.  There 
is  also  a  run  of  finnock  or  whitling  in  the  spring. 
The  spring  fish  run  from  Jib.  to  fib.,  but  are  often 
got  I  Jlb.  in  weight.  They  are  very  sportive  and 
free  takers,  remaining  bright  and  silvery  for  a  much 
longer  period  than  those  that  come  in  the  summer 
and  autumn.  The  majority  of  bums  in  Shetland 
are  very  small,  but  some  of  them  widen  out  into 
really  good  pools  for  fly  fishing.  A  rod  of  ten  and 
a  half  feet  is  long  enough  to  fish  them.  There 
is  nothing  in  the  manner  of  trees  and  bushes 
to  impede  the  casting  of  a  beginner  here.  The 
yellow  trout  caught  in  the  burns  are  for 
the  most  part  small,  evil-looking  fellows  of  a 
very  decided  brunette  type.  These  persist  in 
hanging  on  to  flies  or  anything  in  the  way  of  bait 
that  is  put  into  the  stream,  and  sea-trout  fry  are 
equally  bad  for  this.  If  the  angler  wants  good 
yellow  trout  he  will  find  them  in  the  lochs.  The 
most  of  these  contain  splendid  trout  of  good  quality. 
In  many  favoured  localities  these  loch  trout  cut 
almost  as  pink  as  sea-trout,  and  are  caught  of  heavy 
weight  frequently. 

The  usual  natural  Duns  and  Spinners  are  scarce 
here,  but  then  there  are  great  numbers  of  large 
sedges,  daddy-long-legs,  coch-y-bondhus,  and  other 
insects.  The  best  artificials  to  use  for  the  lochs  are 
Coch-y-bondhu,  Red  Tag,  Zulu,  Soldier  Palmer, 
Butcher,  March  Brovra,  Green  Mantle,  Red  and 
Green  Teals,  Orange  Partridge,  and  Claret  and 
Grouse  or  Claret  and  Mallard.  Loch  flies  should 
be  dressed  slightly  smaller  than  those  for  sea-trout, 
and  No.  11  Limericks  should  do  for  the  majority  of 
the  lochs  in  Shetland.  Large  moths  are  also  taken 
by  trout  at  night,  especially  in  the  early  autumn, 
and  splendid  sport  may  be  had  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  night  in  midsummer.  Light  is  never 
really  absent  when  the  sky  is  clear,  and  one  can 
read  small  print  at  midnight.  At  this  time  magni- 
ficent sunsets  are  not  uncommon,  and  when  the 
sun  sets  among  the  many  islands  and  sounds  some 
pretty  effects  are  seen. 

Sea  fishing  of  a  kind  can  be  had  here  at  almost 
any  time,  but  the  best  time  for  trout,  in  my  opinion, 
is  June.  Sea-trout  begin  to  gather  in  the  voes,  and 
netting  operations  have  scarcely  began,  so  that  the 
rod  gets  a  chance.    Sometimes?  these  fish  will  not 


take  anything,  and  when  this_is  the  case'the'angler 
can  safely  depend  on  havingi-bad  weather,  as  sea- 
trout  are  easily  influenced  by  a  coming  change. 
Many  of  the  inland  lochs  contain  boats.  These  are 
of  the  kind  known  as  Norway  skiffs,  and  which 
float  in  very  shallow  water.  This  is  necessary,  as 
most  of  the  Shetland  lochs  are  shallow,  allowing  one 
to  wade  in  for  forty  or  fifty  yards  in  some  places. 
Boats  are  plentiful  on  the  coast,  as  nearly 
every  crofter  possesses  a  four  oared  boat,  and  this, 
as  well  as  the  services  of  the  crofter  himself,  may 
be  hired  for  much  less  than  elsewhere.  He  is 
generally  an  experienced  oarsman,  but  his  notions 
of  trouting  with  rod  and  line  are  usually  very  hazy, 
being  accustomed  to  netting  instead.  Private 
lodgings  are  to  be  had  at  nearly  all  the  calling 
places  of  the  steamers,  and  hotel  accommodation 
is  to  be  had  at  Lerwick,  Clousta,  Hillswick,  Spiggie, 
and  one  or  two  other  places.  From  what  acquaint- 
ances say,  the  private  lodgings,  in  many  instances, 
are  to  be  preferred  to  some  of  the  hotels,  as  their 
charges  are  not  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  treat- 
ment guests  and  their  belongings  receive.  Lodgings 
should  be  arranged  for  beforehand,  and  these  are 
easily  got  by  an  advertisement  in  the  Shetland 
News  or  Times,  both  of  which  papers  are  published 
in  Lerwick.  If  the  poor  angler  has  to  fall  back  on 
the  comforts  of  a  Shetland  croft,  he  may  spend  his 
time,  especially  at  night,  in  catching  something 
else  than  trout,  and  a  tin  of  Keating's  powder  or  a 
shot-gun  would  then  come  in  handy.  If  good 
lodgings  and  suitable  weather  are  to  be  had,  the 
angler  should  both  fish  and  fare  well,  although 
angling  is  a  lottery  at  all  times.  Shetland  is  no 
exception  to  the  rule,  but  the  chances  of  obtaining 
good  sport  are  decidedly  high  when  compared  with 
many  other  places.  An  angler  that  often  comes 
here  declares  that  the  average  take  he  gets  on  a 
small  loch  in  Yell  is  better  than  that  to  be  got  on 
Loch  Leven.  Fishing  it  one  evening  for  about  one 
and  a-half  hours,  I  got  eight  trout,  weighing  7lb. 
Guns  should  also  be  brought  as  well  as  rods,  as 
shooting  is  generally  to  be  procured.  Seals,  por- 
poises, duck,  rabbits,  ciurlew,  snipe,  and  plovers 
are  the  usual  game,  and,  if  the  angler  is  fond  of 
the  gun,  an  enjoyable  holiday  can  be  spent  here. 
Cartridges  loaded  with  No.  1  shot  are  the  best  for 
all  round  shooting  in  Shetland,  and  nothing  smaller 
is  much  good  for  sea  ducks.  Of  course  this  is  too 
large  for  plovers  and  snipe,  as  No.  6  or  7  shot  is 
large  enough  for  them.  If  a  fowling-piece  only  is 
taken,  a  few  cartridges  loaded  with  ball  can  be 
brought  for  seals  and  porpoises.  Swan  shot  will 
kill  both  of  these  if  they  are  as  near  as  thirty 
yards.  If  a  native  gillie  is  engaged,  keep  him  at 
his  work,  as  many  of  these  are  not  very  enterprising 
and  lazy  to  the  last  degree.  They  look  innocent 
and  simple  when  brought  to  task,  but  can  easily 
give  the  most  heathenish  Chinee  points  for 
duplicity  and  cuteness.  Black-Beetle. 


FISH  OF  THE  EAST  COAST  OF  FLORIDA, 
AND  HOW  TO  CATCH  THEM.* 


All  who  think  of  visiting  Florida,  or  are  interested 
in  ichthyology,  should  make  a  note  of  this  woit. 
The  coloured  plates  are  beautifully  executed.  In 
one  or  two  of  them  the  fish  are  sliown  with  widely 
distended  jaws.  American  artists  are  unfortunately 
rather  fond  of  showing  fish  in  this  distorted  way — • 
it  certainly  spoils  the  look  of  the  fish.  The  black 
and  white  illustrations  are  also  admirably  drawn, 
and  evidently  very  tnie  portraits.  They  would  have 
looked  better  printed  on  high  surface  paper,  but  the 
objection  to  that  is  that  a  very  heavy  paper  must 
be  used.  The  author  has  visited  Florida  many 
times  since  1885,  and  he  gives  very  sound  and 
useful  information  about  some  187  different  kinds 
of  fish  to  be  foimd  on  tlie  East  Coast,  with  notes 
on  the  best  rods,  tackle,  baits  (both  natural  and 
artificial),  and  how,  when,  and  where  to  fish. 

Florida  is  in  many  ways  an  angler's  paradise, 
and  not  the  least  useful  chapter  is  that  giving  par- 
ticulars where  visitors  can  get  hotel  and  boarding- 
house  accommodation.  There  is  an  excellent  map. 
The  Record  Tarpon. 

It  appears  that,  according  to  Mr.  Gregg,  the 
record  tarpon  is  the  fish  of  2131b.  taken  last  season 
(1901)  by  Mr.  George. 


*  "  Where,  When,  and  How  to  Catch  Fish  on  the 
East  Coast  of  Florida."  By  Wm.  H.  Gregg,  assisted 
by  Captain  John  Gardner.  With  12  coloured  plates 
and  100  illustrations  of  fish.  Buffalo  and  New  York : 
The  Matthews-Northup  Works.  1902. 
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FKESH-WATEK  AQUAEIA  * 
By  the  Eev.  Gebgoey  C.  Batbman,  A.K.O. 


(Continued  from  page  434,  Vol.  XLIV.) 
CHAPTEB  YI— continued. 

The  Greater  Duckweed  (Lemna  j^olyrJiiza)  (Fig. 
69)  is  rather  larger  than  the  rest  of  the  duckweeds. 


Fig.  G9.  Greatee  Duckweed  (Lemna  polyruiza). 

Its  fronds  or  leaves  are  nearly  round,  about  gin.  in 
diameter,  thickish,  dark  green  above  and  purple 
below,  each  frond  having  a  number  of  little  roots 
or  fibres  growing  from  beneath.  This  is  a  rare 
plant. 

,  The  Thick  Duckweed  (Lcnt-va  gibha)  (Fig.  70) 
has  fronds  almost  round,  about  Jin.  in  diameter, 


Fig.  70.  Thick  Duckweed  (Lemna  gibba). 

bright  green  in  colour,  flat  above  and  round  beneath. 
Tlie  fronds  have  only  one  fibre  each.  This  plant 
is  occasionally  found  growing  with  other  duck- 
weeds upon  still  water. 

The  Lesser  Duckweed  {Lemna  minor)  (Fig.  71) 
is  the  commonest  of  all ;  the  fronds  are  small. 


Fig.  71.  Lksser  Duckweed  (Lemna  minor). 

ovate,  light  green  above  and  a  lighter  green  below, 
with  one  rootlet  to  each  frond. 

The  Ivy-leaved  Duckweed  (Lcnina  trimlca)  (Fig. 
72)  is  fairly  common  on  lakes  and  ponds.  It  is 
about  Jin.  long,  elliptical,  thin,  serrated  near  one 
end,  and  of  a  light  green  colour.  The  young  fronds 
grow  at  right  angles  to  the  old  ones,  and  each 
fjrond  has  one  fibre. 

The  Chariiceir  are  divided  into  two  genera — 
Chara  and  Nitrlla  (Fig.  I'i) — both  of  which  are 
very  useful  and  ornamental  in  aquaria,  but  parti- 
cularly in  those  which  contain  only  very  small 
animals.    These  plants  are  too  fragile  to  be  placed 

•  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  aud  Is  published  in  the 
Pishing  Oazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upoott  Gill, 


within  the  reach  of  large  fish.  There  are  many 
species  of  the  Characecr  in  Britain,  some  of  them 
being  common.  They  grow  in  ponds  and  ditches 
where  the  water  is  clear.  They  have  neither  true 
leaves  nor  true  flowers,  but  they  have  instead  sub- 
divided branches  and  a  curious  kind  of  fruit.  The 


Fig.  72.  Ivv-leaved  Duckweed  (Lemna  trisulca). 

principal  difference  between  the  Chara  and  the 
Nitella  is  that  the  former  has  a  compound  stem, 
and  the  latter  a  simple  one.  These  plants,  especi- 
ally the  Nitella  transluccns,  do  not  require  much 
light  for  their  development,  growing  far  better 
when  placed  at  some  distance  from  the  window 
than  when  cultivated  in  close  proximity  to  it.  A 


Fig.  73.  Nitella  Teanslucens. 


small  portion  of  each  plant  should  be  sunk  by  the 
help  of  a  small  stone  to  the  bottom  of  the 
aquarium.  Both  the  Chara  and  the  Nitella  succeed 
much  more  satisfactorily  when  planted  in  this 
way  than  when  simply  thrown  iuto  the  water. 
They  grow  very  quickly,  and  will  in  a  short  time 
fill  the  receptacle  in  which  they  are  placed.  These 
plants  are  also  very  interesting  on  account  of  the 
ease  with  which  the  circulation  of  the  sap  in  their 
stems  may  be  seen  under  a  good  microscope. 

(To  be  continued.) 


The  London  and  Nobth-Western  Railway  Com- 
pany announce  a  series  of  excursions  to  different  parts 
on  their  system.  Every  Wednesday,  until  Septem- 
ber 24,  there  will  bo  an  excursion  to  Wales,  and  on 
the  following  day  one  to  the  Englifh  Lake  District. 
Other  trips  will  be  to  the  Isle  of  Man,  Iceland,  and 
Scotland,  and  twice  a  day,  excepting  on  certain  days, 
cheap  day  excursions  will  rvin  to  Kenilworth,  Warwick, 
and  Stratford-on-Avon, 


ON  A  THUKINGIAN  TKOUT 
STREAM. 


There  are  three  ways  of  obtaining  trout  fishing 
in  Germany.  The  first — simple  enough  for  the 
millionaire — is  to  rent  a  piece  of  water  at  a  high 
price,  pay  the  biggest  fish-poacher  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood to  act  as  your  water-bailiff,  and  recoup 
as  much  of  your  money  as  you  can  by  the  sale  of 
your  fish,  which  when  delivered  alive  to  a  fish- 
monger in  any  large  town  commands  a  price  of 
Is.  6d.  to  2s.  a  pound.  The  second  is  to  discover  a 
comfortable  inn,  the  host  of  which  possesses  fishing 
rights,  pay  him  an  "inclusive"  sum  tor  board, 
lodging,  and  leave  to  fish,  and  hire  the  means  of 
handing  over  your  catch  to  him  -alive  and  kicking 
— at  the  end  of  each  day.  The  third  method — 
difficult  for  a  stranger — is  to  arrange  with  the 
farmer,  miller,  or  other  owner  or  lessee  ot  a  water 
to  let  you  fish  on  condition  tliat  you  pay  for  your 
carrier  and  make  over  your  basket  in  good  con- 
dition ;  the  difficulty  of  this  arrangement  being 
that  of  convincing  your  friend  that  you  can  catch 
as  muoh  with  a  rod  as  he  can  with  a  net.  It  need 
hardly  be  pointed  out  that  the  last  plan  is  the 
cheapest,  the  angler  only  having  to  pay  tor  his 
tackle  and  the  services  of  his  gillie. 

Unfortunately,  even  in  this  out-ot  the-way  spot, 
the  trail  of  the  wealthy  foreigner  is  over  the  land, 
and  the  native  has  raised  his  prices  in  consequence. 
A  few  years  ago,  when  anglers  were  scarce  and 
field-labour  even  cheaper  than  it  is  at  present,  a 
man  could  be  had  for  Is.  6d.  a  day.  Now  the 
regulation  price  for  the  fisherman  is  Ss.,  with  lunch 
and  beer,  say,  8d.  However,  this  is  not  after  all  a 
very  high  wage  considering  the  nature  of  his  work. 
The  man  is  out,  generally  in  very  hot  weather,  from 
8  or  9  in  the  morning  till  7.30  at  night.  He  has 
to  wheel  a  15  or  16  gallon  cask  (for  two  months  of 
the  season  through  meadow-grass)  along  the  bank 
of  the  river,  carrying  a  tin  bucket,  a  landing  net, 
sometimes  umbrellas  and  great-coats,  and  a  number 
of  "  hanging-in  "  nets,  run  from  one  sportsman  to 
the  other  landing  fish,  and  occasionally  wade  across 
the  stream  to  disentangle  "  hung-up  "  casts.  The 
provision  of  fresh  water  in  order  to  keep  the  fish 
alive  requires  constant  attention,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  day  the  whole  catch  has  to  be  collected  from 
the  various  backwaters  in  which  the  nets  have  been 
hung  and  wheeled  home  to  the  crate  on  the  mill- 
race.  On  red-letter  days  two  journeys  of  a  mile 
and  a  half  or  two  miles  each  have  to  be  made  from 
river  to  crate.  Though  this  work  is  certainly  less 
monotonous  than  harvesting,  digging,  or  working 
in  a  gravel-pit  it  calls  for  hard  condition  and  the 
possession  of  a  certain  amount  of  technical  know- 
ledge ;  and  after  all  about  2s.  a  day  is  not  much  to 
pay  for  really  good  fishing  in  a  country  in  which 
one  can  live  on  the  fat  of  the  land  for  3s.  6d.  or  4^. 
including  one's  beer.  Having  been  myself  until 
nine  months  ago  a  stranger  to  German  soil,  I  con- 
sider myself  most  fortunate  in  the  possession  of  the 
friendship  ot  my  old  pal  .lorrocks,  who,  though  a 
John  Bull  of  the  best  type,  was  bom  in  Thuringia, 
caught  his  first  trout  in  our  river  in  1857,  and  knows 
the  manners  and  customs  of  the  somewhat  peculiar 
inhabitants  of  that  region  as  no  other  Englishman 
does.  To  the  excellent  arrangements  made  by  this 
invaluable  friend  I  am  indebted  for  one  of  the 
pleasantest  summer  outings  of  my  life,  and  I  now 
hope  to  make  the  mouths  of  some  of  my  old  Anglo- 
Indian  brothers  of  the  rod,  who  are  still  perspiring 
in  the  gorgeous  East,  water  from  reading  my  des- 
cription of  a  sample  day's  sport. 

A  7.30  on  a  lovely  morning  in  JunA,  after  such  a 
night's  rest  as  can  in  Germany  only  be  attained  by 
the  Englishman  who  carries  the  pillow  of  his  native 
land  about  with  him,  I  rise  from  my  bed  and  wallow 
in  my  tub — also,  I  need  hardly  say,  an  imported 
luxury.  Having  dried  myself  and  donned  my  under- 
linen,  I  stick  my  head  out  of  the  open  window  of 
my  charmingly  clean  and  comfortable  room  over 
the  post-office,  and  draw  in  deep  breaths  of  the 
glorious  Tannen-luft  which  is  wafted  straight  across 
the  fields  from  the  pine-forests  a  couple  of  hundred 
yards  away.  The  rosy-cheeked  maiden  of  the  inn 
across  the  road  is  dusting  the  little  tables  under 
the  trees  in  front  of  the  house,  and  I  shout  a 
morning  greeting  and  an  order  for  breakfast, 
which  meal  is  ready  by  the  time  I  am  clad  in  my 
well-worn  suit  of  Lovat  Tweed.  As  I  cross  the 
road,  rod  in  hand,  my  old  friend  Jorrooks  appears 
at  the  inn  door  with  a  beaming  smile  which  would 
soften  the  heart  of  the  most  confirmed  misanthrope, 
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and  we  sit  down  with  an  honest  pine-wood  air 
appetite  iinder  a  shady  tree  to  first  rate  coffee,  the 
best  of  "rumble  tumble" — "r/V/ui"  they  call  it 
here — excellent  coffee,  pure  wheaten  rolls,  delicious 
butter,  honey,   and  wild   strawberries.  Having 
amply  filled  our  waistcoats,  Jorrocks  lights  his 
cigar,  I  produce  my  black  clay  and  my  pouch  of 
"Pioneer,"  which,  by  the  way,  costs  me  locally 
fifteeen  pence  a  pound  less  than  I  pay  for  it  at  the 
Stores.    We  take  our  casts  out  of  the  tin  tooth- 
powder  boxes  filled  with  layers  of  damp  flannel, 
attach  them  to  our  lines  and  put  up  our  flies, 
Jorrocks,  who  will  never  use  more  than  one,  still 
remaining  faithful  to  his  March  Brown,  and  I 
Eelecting  a  grey-winged  Coachman  for  my  tail  fly 
and  a  small  hackle,  for  all  the  world  like  the 
Allahabad  "  tiger  "  mosquito,  as  a  dropper.  Thank 
goodness,  no  nasty  messes  of  parafiSn  are  here 
needed.    By  this  time  the  faithful  Otto,  who  is 
supposed  to  draw  a  regular  salary  from  the  owner 
of  the  water  in  addition  to  his  wages  from  us,  has 
arrived  with  the  wheelbarrow,  on  which  are  packed 
the  barrel,  the  bucket,  the  landing-net,  and  a  varied 
assortment  of  "  Einhdngen  Netz,"  and  the  pro- 
cession starts  for  the  bridge,  only  150  yards  off,  at 
which  we  are  to  commence  operations.    Sky  a  bit 
too  bright,  water  rather  too  clear,  and,  as  is  here 
too  frequently  the  case  in  Ma,j  and  June,  a  touch 
of  east  in  the  wind.    Not  by  any  means  an  ideal 
fishing  day,  but  the  river  is  full  of  trout.    No  one 
else  has  leave  to  fish  in  it,  and  though  at  this  hour, 
8.45,  not  a  rise  disturbs  the  surface  of  the  stream 
the  mere  sight  of  the  river,  with  its  almost  ideal 
succession  of  rapids,  pools,  eddies,  and  backwaters, 
its  banks  thickly  fringed  with  willows,  ash,  and 
alder,  is  enough  to  cheer  the  heart  of  the  angler. 
As  we  stand  on  the  bridge  and  look  down  stream 
not  a  trout  is  to  be  seen  out  in  the  current. 
Evidently  this  is  no  day  for  the  unskilful  fish- 
butcher;  but  the  crafty  Jorrocks,  who  has  fished 
every  inch  of  the  water  for  many  years,  is  undaunted, 
and  I,  who  spent  many  summers  of  my  youth  in 
crawling  up  stream  almost  on  all  fours  under  the 
trees  which  shelter  the  tributaries  of  the  Teme,  am 
conceited  enough  not  to  despair.    To-day  down- 
stream fishing  is  the  order  of  the  gentleman  per- 
sonally conducting  the  tour,  and  though  the  practice 
is  against  my  preconceived  notions  I  have  every 
conBdence  in  my  guide  and  obey  unhesitatingly. 
Clearly  our  only  chance  is  under  the  bushes  close 
to  the  bank,  and  accordingly  to  work  we  go  on 
these  lines,  Jorrocks  starting  with  a  long  line  off 
the  bridge,  and  I  walking  fifty  paces  down  stream 
thirty  yards  from  the  bank,  and  then  creeping 
cautiously  under  cover  of  an  a5h  tree  to  an  ambush 
behind  a  thick  bush  almost  on  a  level  with  the 
water's  edge.    I  have  just  put  my  cast  in  to  soak 
and  lit  my  pipe  when  the  cry  of  "  Ot-to  !  "  resounds 
in  Jorrocks'  stentorian  voice,  and  in  a  couple  of 
minutes  more  mv  companion  is  credited  with  first 
blood,  a  nice  little  fish  of  about  a  third  of  a  pound. 
Having  thoroughly  thrashed  out  the  water  under 
the  bushes  on  the  far  bank  without  success  I 
gradually  let  out  my  line  and  work  my  flies  across 
the  stream  to  my  own  side.    I  am  just  reeling  up 
under  the  near  bank  with  a  conviction  that  the 
Thuringian  trout  is  not  so  unsophisticated  as  I 
have  imagined  when  I  feel  a  tug  and  strike.  The 
water  is  very  fast,  I  have  a  good  deal  of  line  out, 
and  at  first  I  think  I  am  fast  in  a  sizeable  fish, 
but  when  he  comes  to  net  he  fails  to  attend  the 
standard  length  notched  on  the  butt  joint  of  my 
rod,  and  back  he  goes  into  his  native  element  to 
qualify  for  subsequent  capture.    In  my  next  stalk 
I  am  more  successful.   I  spot  a  trout  of  respectable 
proportions  lying  close  to  a  wattled  revetment 
under  a  willow  on  the  opposite  side.    He  is  not 
rising  ;  in  fact  I  have  not  yet  seen  a  fly  of  any  sort 
on  the  water,  but  is  moving  gently  as  it  on  the 
alert  for  his  breakfast  and  is  apparently  unconscious 
of  my  presence.    It  is  a  fairly  nasty  place  as  the 
bash  hangs  within  some  six  inches  of  the  water- 
level,  and  my  friend  is  a  good  foot  nearer  the  bank 
than  the  outside  leaves  ;  but  my  hand  has  not  yet 
lost  the  cunning  of  its  early  days,  and  after  a  trial 
shot  or  two  the  Coachman  lands  unobtrusively  io 
the  breakfast  room  a  few  inches  above  the  gentle- 
man's nose.    One  moment  of  indecision,  and  the 
hungry  guest  makes  up  his  mind  and  comes  with  a 
rush  at  the  tempting  morsel.    A  turn  of  the  wrist 
and  I  am  "  into  him."    Now  comes  a  short  period 
of  excitement.    The  fish  makes  a  series  of  digs  for 
his  stronghold.    There  is  no  question  of  letting 
him  run ;  all  one  can  do  is  to  "  give  him  the  butt  " 
and  trust  to  the  fine  but  reliable  tackle  provided 


by  my  friend,  Mr,  Carter.  My  'confidence  is  not 
misplaced,  and  after  a  short  and  somewhat  rough 
contest  my  victim  is  in  the  net.  He  is  a  beautiful 
clean  fish,  well  thickened  by  a  long  coursel  of 
nourishing! iMay  Fly  dinners,  and  scales  a  couple 
of  ounces  under  the  pound — to  my  mind  the  ideal 
weight  for  sport  on  light  tackle,  though  a  few 
miles  down  the  river,  where  the  fish  are  fattened 
by  the  slaughter-houses  and  sewage  of  the  town, 
a  syndicate  of,  wealthy  Englishmen  can  catch  their 
two  and  three  pounders  by  the'dozen.  By  this  time 
Jorrocks  has  added  a  couple  or  more  decent  fish  to 
the  basket — or  rather  barrel ;  but  it  is  all  ticklish 
work  as  nothing  is  to  be  seen  further  than  a  foot 
from  the  banks,  and  almost  every  inch  of  these  is 
well- 1  wooded.  And  so  with  varying  success  the 
morning  goes  on.  Every  now  and  then  one  or 
other  of  us  gets  "  hung  up,"[;and  once  or  twice  Mr. 
Otto  has  to  wade  barefoot  across  the  stream  and 
disentangle  a  cast ;  a  duty  which  he  always  performs 
to  the  accompaniment  of  a  muttered  soliloquy  in 
unintelligible  but  no  doubt  forcible  language. — • 
Baekis  in  Pioneer. 

{To  he  continued.) 


SUNDAY  AT  BALLYSHANNON.* 


(Continued  from  page  S54:,  Vol.  XLIV.) 

"  Well,  well,  I  did  not  mean  that  exactly  ;  but 
that  the  nets  are  gone  is  a  blessed  transaction  for 
us  fishermen.    How  was  the  thing  managed  ?  "  ' 

"Nay,"  said  the  Squire,  "I  should  ask  you 
Ballyshannoners  ;  I  cannot  be  expected  to  know  so 
much  about  it  as  you^do.  But  thejtruth  is,  I  can 
get  no  satisfactory  answer.  No  one  seems  to  know 
exactly.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  firing,  it  seems, 
and  the  policemen  got  much  the  worst  of  it,  but 
how  it  was  done,  or  by  whom,  I  can  get  no  one  to 
tell  me,  and  I  think  no  one  knows." 

"  Was  any  one  hit  ?  "  said  the  Parson. 

"  None  of  the  policemen,"  said  the  Squire ; 
"  they  seem  to  have  fought  under  cover.  Besides, 
there  was  not  much  firing  on  the  side  of  the 
attacking  party  ;  they  must  have  rushed  up  and 
overpowered  the  police  by  numbers.  I  hear, 
though,  that  two  or  three  of  the  boys  were  knocked 
over." 

"  What,  killed?  "  said  the  Parson. 

"  Why,  I  cannot  tell  you  that,  either,"  said  the 
Squire.  "  I  suppose  not  killed,  or  there  would 
have  been  the  bodies ;  but  what  became  of  the 
wounded  men,  if  any  were  wounded,  I  do  not  know. 
I  have  been  doing  nothing  but  asking  questions  all 
this  morning,  and  I  cannot  get  a  satisfactory 
answer  about  any  one  thing.  Can  it  be  possible 
that  the  people  themselves  do  not  know '?  " 

"  Come,  now  we  shall  hear  something  about  it," 
said  the  Parson  ;  "here  is  the  man  that  can  tell 
us,  if  anyone  can,"  as  Pat  Gallagher,  with  his 
invariable  accompaniment,  the  Parson's  gaff,  on 
his  shoulder,  lounged  up  the  street.  Pat  was 
scrupulously  clean,  and  looked  particularly  tidy, 
and  unlike  his  week-day  self,  dressed  as  he  was  in 
his  Sunday  clothes.  "  Here,  Pat,"  continued  he, 
"  tell  us  something  about  this  business.  Who  are 
the  honest  fellows  who  did  that  job  so  cleverly?  " 

"  Divel  a  know  I  knows,  your  riverence,"  said 
Pat.    "  They  say  it's  the  boys  from  county  Mayo." 

"  County  Mayo  !  "  said  the  Squire.  "  Why,  how 
the  devil  should  they  come  here  ?  " 

"Troth,  your  honour,  that's  true  for  you,"  said 
Pat. 

"  Why,  county  Mayo  is  forty  miles  off,  is  it 
not  ?  "  said  the  Ballyshannon  fisherman. 

"  Faith,  and  it  is,"  said  Pat. 

"Oh,  that  is  nothing!"  said  the  Scholar,  who 
was  deeply  versed  in  Irish  affairs.  "  Whenever 
they  want  to  commit  a  murder,  or  anything  of  the 
sort,  tfiey  always  send  for  men  from  a  distance.  I 
am  sure  you  are  quite  right,  Pat ;  that  was  a  good 
idea  of  yours." 

"  Sure,  it's  the  boys  that  says  it,"  responded 
Pat,  modestly,  "  It's  little  the  likes  of  me  knows 
about  it." 

"  Yes,  it  is  quite  clear,"  said  the  Scholar.  "I 
have  been  round  the  whole  town  this  morning,  and 
asked  everybody  about  it,  and  no  one  could  give 
mc  the  least  information.  The  fact  is,  they  knew 
nothing  about  it  themselves.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  but  that  the  rioters  are  all  strangers,  and 
county  Mayo  is  a  very  likely  place  for  them  to  come 

*  From  Newland's  "  The  Erne,  its  Legends  and  its 
Fly  Fishing,"  a  delightful  and  scarce  work.— Bp.  ^.Q. 


from.  I  have  always  known  it  as  a  disaffected 
place." 

"  Well,  at  all  events,  I  hope  none  of  our  fellows 
were  there,"  said  the  Parson.  J'  You  did  not  hear 
of  any,  Pat  ?  " 

"  I'll  engage  they  would  not  be  such  fools,  then," 
said  Pat. 

Just  then  a  car  drove  into  the  town  at  speed, 
and  three  or  four  gentlemen  aliehtod  from  it ;  two 
or  three  horsemen  followed.  There  was  an  addi- 
tional bustle,  and  a  police  party,  commanded  by  a 
sergeant,  marched  down  the  street. 

"  What  is  all  this  row  about  ?  "  said  the  Parson, 
"  What  are  they  going  to  do  now  ?  " 

"Why,  I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  the  police  have 
taken  some  prisoners.  As  soon  as  they  were  set 
free  themselves  they  bustled  into  the  town  and 
took  up  any  one  they  could  lay  hands  upon," 

"  That  is  what  I  call  real  gratitude,"  said  the 
Captain. 

"  Well,  I  suppose  they  thought  they  must  do 
something  for  their  pay,"  said  the  Squire  ;  "  and 
provided  some  one  was  hanged,  it  would  not 
greatly  signify  who  it  was." 

"  Then  these  fellows  who  came  down  the  street 
just  now  must  be  the  magistrates  come  to  investi- 
gate the  business,"  said  the  Ballyshannoner. 

"  What,  on  Sunday  ?  "  said  the  Parson. 

"  Oh,  people  are  not  over  particular  here  !  And 
I  vote  that  we  follow  the  fashion  of  the  country 
ourselves.  Let  us  adjourn  to  the  town  hall,  and 
see  the  end  of  it." 

The  court  was  crowded  to  excess,  but  the  rank, 
as  well  as  the  popularity,  of  the  fishermen  procured 
them  an  easy  entrance,  the  people  shouldering  and 
pushing  each  other  to  give  them  passage,  and  the 
magistrates  rising  and  offering  them  seats. 

The  case  had  been  already  opened,  and  the 
chairman,  a  stipendiary  magistrate,  was  in  the  act 
of  examining  Mr.  Hector,  the  manager  or  agent  of 
the  fishery,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  damage. 

It  must  be  confessed  that  appearances  were 
considerably  against  the  prisoners,  as  the  police- 
sergeant,  with  a  little  extra  ostentation,  by  way  of 
making  upifor  his  last  night's  defeat,  paraded  them 
before  the  bench.  They  were  eight  in  number, 
and  their  wet  clothes,  covered  with  sand  and  sea- 
weed, seemed  rather  difficult  to  be  accounted  for, 
except  on  the  supposition  that  they  had  been 
engaged  waist  high  in  some  marine  occupation. 
They,  nevertheless,  boldly  asserted  their  innocence, 
and  looked  every  one  of  them  so  honest  and  simple- 
minded,  and  so  unconcerned  withal,  and  so  much 
at  their  ease,  that  it  really  was  difficult  to  imagine 
that  such  men  as  these  could  possibly  have  been 
engaged  in  deeds  of  violence,  and  were  at  that 
moment  in  imminent  danger  of  transportation. 

The  confusion  incident  on  the  arrival  of  the 
fishermen  having  in  some  degree  subsided,  the 
examination  was  resumed. 

"  You  have  said,  sir,  I  think,"  said  the  chairman, 
addressing  himself  to  Mr.  Hector,  "  that  your  net=, 
boats,  and  other  gear  have  been  utterly  destroyed, 
and  that  your  speculation  has  been  thereby  utterly 
and  completely  defeated  ?  " 

"  Na,  na,  your  worship,  I  did  na  say  joost  that," 
said  Hector.  "  The  nets  na  doot  are  destroyed,  but 
I  am  na  sic  a  muckle  fule  as  to  be  caught  with 
only  ae  string  to  my  bow.  In  troth  I've  a  bonny 
set  o'  new  nets  lying  at  the  little  toon  doon 
thonder ;  before  I  cam  here  I  sent  my  canny  chiels 
at  Kildoney  for  them,  and  by  this  time  they  are 
joost  petched  whar  the  auld  ones  stood." 

This  piece  of  information  seemed  to  cause  a  good 
deal  of  dismay  throughout  the  whole  court.  Even 
the  fishermen  could  not  conceal  their  blank  looks, 
which  evinced  anything  rather  than  satisfaction  at 
the  prosperous  state  of  Mr.  Hector's  affairs  :  but  in 
the  lower  end  of  the  room  the  indications  were 
more  open  and  unrestrained.  There  were  some 
angry  looks,  and  a  good  deal  of  anxious  whispering 
and  running  about.  Presently  the  crowd  near  the 
door  began  to  thin,  the  men  slipping  out  one  by 
one,  till  at  last  Hector,  suspecting  mischief,  and 
having  applied  for  and  obtained  from  the  stipendiary 
such  a  guard  of  police  as  enabled  him  to  set  all 
threats  of  future  attack  at  defiance,  thought  it 
advisable  to  return  forthwith  to  his  remammg 
property,  and  to  mount  his  guard  at  once, 
(1*0  be  cont/mued.) 
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TUNA  FISHING  IN  NEW  YORK. 


It  has  been  the  dream  of  the  anglers  who  compose 
the  Santa  Catalina  Island  Tuna  Club  that  at  some 
time  this  tiger  of  the  sea  might  be  caught  all  the 
year  round,  instead  of  its  season  being  confined  to 
the  three  months  of  May,  June,  and  July  as  here- 
tofore. Little  is  known  of  the  habits  of  the  tuna. 
They  rim  in  here  some  time  during  the  month  of 
May  every  year,  sometimes  at  the  beginning  of  the 
month,  and  sometimes  not  until  near  the  end — and 
such  a  commotion  !  The  waters  are  churned  into 
foam,  for  there  are  seemingly  millions  of  them. 
Sometimes  their  advance  resembles  a  tidal  wave,  a 
wall  of  water,  foam  crested,  showing  the  march  of 
the  army  of  these  huge  and  masterful  fish  as  they 
leap  and  cavort  in  the  water,  as  they  pursue  and 
devour  a  school  of  smaller  fish,  their  preference 
being  for  the  flying-fish.  Then  the  season's  fun  is 
on  in  earnest. 

Tuna  fishing  is  no  boy's  play.  No  man  ever  did 
harder  work  in  his  life  for  the  same  length  of  time, 
and  never  undertook  anything  requiring  the  exercise 
of  more  skill  and  judgment  than  is  required  in 
taking  one  of  these  gamy  monsters.  Where  one 
succeeds  a  dozen  fail.  "This  puts  a  premium  on 
tuna  fishing  which  brings  anglers  here  from  all 
parts  of  the  world,  for  Santa  Catalina  Island  is  the 
only  spot  ^in  all  the  world  where  tuna  are  taken 
with  rod  and  reel. 

To  wear  the  tuna  button  is  a  rare  honour,  for  it 
must  be  earned ;  it  cannot  be  purchased.  The 
tuna  button  is  the  badge  of  membership  in  the 
Tvma  Club,  and  before  one  can  be  eligible  for 
membership  one  must  have  taken,  unaided,  a  tuna 
weighing  1001b.  or  over. 

Last  year,  at  the  end  [of  March,  G.  D.  B.  Bon- 
bright,  of  Colorado  Springs,  caught  a  small  tuna 
which  weighed  but  311b.  This  was  a  rare  catch  on 
two  counts.  A  tuna  weighing  less  than  751b.  is 
rarely  taken,  and  this  was  taken  a  month  or  six 
weeks  before  the  season  was  supposed  to  open,  and 
the  occurrence  was  passed  up  as  an  accident,  for 
among  the  tuna  anglers  there  is  a  legend  that  no 
self-respecting  tuna  will  take  a  bait,  however 
alluring,  except  in  the  season  mentioned. 

This  winter  there  has  been  staying  at  Avalon, 
the  headquarters  of  the  Tuna  Club,  a  New  York 
man  who  is  a  devoted  angler,  familiarly  known 
here  as  Uncle  John  Nestell.  Mr.  Nestell,  not 
being  a  member  of  the  Tuna  Club,  was  not  aware 
that  it  was  a  useless  task  to  try  to  catch  tuna  at 
this  time  of  year,  and  when  a  school  of  these  big 
fish  was  reported  outside  he  went  after  them. 
The  approved  bait  for  tuna  is  flying-fish,  but  as 
none  were  to  be  had,  he  tried  several  kinds,  and  at 
last  had  a  strike  on  a  bone  jig.  Thus  encouraged, 
although  he  failed  to  hook  the  fish,  he  tried  again, 
using  large  sjnelt.  He  had  the  fishing  all  to  him- 
self, as  no  one  thought  it  even  probable  that  he 
might  succeed.  February  27  he  descried  a  school 
leaping  and  splashing  the  water,  and  he  had  his 
boatman  head  for  them.  It  was  not  long  before 
Uncle  John's  reel  was  screaming,  and  his  line  was 
going  out  like  a  whirlwind.  He  put  on  the  brake 
as  hard  as  lie  dared,  but  he  could  :as  easily  have 
stopped  a  cyclone.  He  was  unable  to  check  the 
fish  even  for  an  instant,  and  his  five  hundred  feet 
of  line  was  run  out  in  about  a  minute  and  a  quarter, 
and  the  fish  bade  him  good-bye.  Fortunately,  his 
line  parted  near  the  hook  and  he  lost  not  more 
than  twenty  feet  of  it.  Replacing  hook  and  bait 
he  very  soon  was  struggling  with  another  monster 
fish.  This  time  the  tight  lasted  twenty  minutes 
before  the  fish  got  to  the  end  of  his  line  and  took 
its  departure.  Then  Uncle  John  realised  that  his 
tackle  was  not  suited  to  cope  with  the  tuna, 
the  fiercest  and  most  powerful  of  the  fish  tribe, 
although  he  had  caught  big  fish  with  it  in  all  parts 
of  the  world. 

Returning  home  he  bought  a  tuna  reel  holding 
nine  hundred  feet  of  24-thread  line.  It  was  not 
until  March  7  that  he  hooked  another  fish,  and 
then  Uncle  John  had  the  fight  of  his  life.  For  five 
hours  and  a-half  it  was  give  and  take.  The  battle 
waxed  hot  and  hotter.  Sometimes  nearly  all  his 
line  was  out  and  then  it  would  be  his  good  fortune 
to  recover  a  lot.  Once  he  got  the  fish  up  to  the 
boat  and  the  boatman  jabbed  the  gaff  into  it.  It 
didn't  do  a  thing  to  the  boatman,  though.  Twice 
he  was  pulled  over  the  gunwale  with  his  arms, 
head,  and  shoulders  immersed,  Uncle  John  holding 
on  to  his  legs.  Another  ducking  and  he  felt  him- 
self ibeing  ^surely  dragged  overboard,  and  he  let  go 
the  gaff.    Uncle  John  now  had  the  fish  in  his 


hands  again,  and  the  battle  was  renewed.  The 
rushes  were  ferocious,  and  the  angler  felt  himself 
weakening,  but  he  put  all  the  energy  he  possessed 
into  the  fight  and  held  on.  Now,  when  the  fish 
was  brought  almost  up  to  the  boat  again,  and  hope 
was  inspiring  the  heart  of  the  angler  to  think  the 
battle  won,  the  fish  made  a  superb  rush,  and  as  he 
saw  his  spool  dwindle  to  nothing  again.  Uncle  John 
was  discouraged.  The  worst  was  to  come,  however. 
The  rush  had  been  so  furious  that  the  journals  of 
his  new  reel  had  become  heated,  and  now  that  im- 
portant little  machine  was  unmanageable.  It  was 
fairly  stuck  and  the  fish  was  not  long  in  putting  an 
end  to  the  fight.  Five  and  a-half  long  hours  of 
muscle-wearying,  nerve -wrecking  effort — and  the 
quarry  lost  1  Uncle  John  was  disconsolate.  He 
was  almost  a  wreck.  Although  a  strong  man 
physically,  he  was  for  days  incapacitated  for 
further  effort.  The  fish  had  towed  them  nine 
miles  during  the  struggle. 

In  the  meantime  other  anglers  had  entered  the 
field,  and  on  March  11  Colonel  John  E.  Stearns,  of 
Los  Angeles,  who  had  just  launched  a  fine  fishing 
boat,  in  anticipation  of  the  regular  tuna  season, 
made  a  successful  catch,  landing  a  tuna  which 
weighed  1971b.  after  a  fight  of  two  hours  and 
thirty-five  minutes.  This  is  the  third  largest  tuna 
ever  taken  here.  Col.  C.  P.  Morehous,  of  Pasadena, 
holding  the  record  at  2511b.,  and  Mrs.  E.  N. 
Dickerson,  of  New  York,  who  proved  herself  to  be 
a  most  expert  angler  last  summer  by  landing  a 
2161b.  tuna,  holding  second  place.— S.  J.  Mathes, 
Avalon,  Santa  Catalina  Island,  Cal.,  in  New  York 
Shooting  and  Fishing. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION  CHAMPION- 
SHIP TROPHY. 


Conditions  and  Bbgdlations  Drawn  Up  by  a 
Committee  of  Donors,  Held  June,  1902, 

1.  That  the  trophy  be  called  "  The  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation Challenge  Shield." 

2.  That  each  club  competing  shall  be  entitled  to 
send  one  representative  on  the  committee,  the  donors 
of  the  shield  to  be  ex-officio  members  of  the  com- 
mittee ;  the  committee's  decision  to  be  final  in  all 
matters  that  may  arise. 

3.  That  the  competition  is  confined  to  clubs  enrolled 
with  the  Anglers'  Association,  and  taking  at  least 
fifty  per  cent,  (or  half)  their  privilege  tickets  from  that 
body.  On\y  members  holding  A.  A.  tickets  are 
eligible  for  the  teams,  which  are  to  consist  of  six 
members. 

4.  That  each  club  competing  to  pay  an  entrance 
fee  of  33.,  such  entrance  fees  to  ba  devoted  to  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  six  gold  medals  for  the  winning 
team,  and  six  silver  medals  for  the  losers  of  the  final 
match. 

5.  That  the  club  ■winning  the  final  match  shall 
hold  the  trophy  as  champions  for  the  year,  on  giving 
secuiity  for  its  safe  return  on  May  1  in  the  following 
year,  to  permit  of  engraving  prior  to  presentation  to 
the  new  holders  at  the  Anglers'  Association  annual 
dinner. 

6.  The  preliminary  draw  to  take  place  on  or  before 
August  30  at  the  Blue  Anchor,  Chance-street,  Bethnal- 
green-road,  Shoreditch.  Any  club  not  entering  before 
August  28  will  not  be  eligible  for  the  current  season. 

7.  The  method  of  drawing  shall  be  by  placing  slips 
of  paper  bearing  the  names  of  the  different  clubs  in  a 
hat,  two  slips  to  be  withdrawn  in  succession,  each 
pair  of  clubs  to  fish  against  each  other  on  or  before 
September  30,  the  club  named  on  the  first  slip  drawn 
to  have  choice  of  water,  and  to  give  notice  to  the 
hon.  sec.  of  the  date  of  match. 

8.  For  general  convenience  the  draw  for  the  first 
round  shall  be  in  four  divisions — that  is,  clubs  in  the 
north,  south,  east,  and  west  will  be  placed  in  separate 
hats.  In  all  subsequent  draws  districts  will  not  be 
separated, 

9.  The  committee  to  appoint  one  or  more  referees 
for  each  match.  In  the  unlikely  event  of  no  referee 
keeping  the  appointment  it  is  suggested  that  one 
member  be  withdrawn  from  each  team,  and  the  two 
men  act  jointly  as  referees. 

10.  Conditions  of  fishing  to  be  as  follows : — On  the 
day  of  the  match  the  referee  to  fix  boundaries  of  not 
less  than  half-a-mile  and  not  exceeding  one  mile  ;  to 
give  signal  to  start,  name  time  to  cease  fishing,  and 
appoint  a  place  for  weighing  in,  unless  the  two  clubs 
agree  upon  one.  Gross  weight  to  decide.  Sizes  of  fish 
to  be  as  per  A. A.  standard,  unless  a  higher  standard 
be  mutually  agreed  upon.  Bunk  fishing  only  unless 
mutually  arranged.  Public  waters  only  to  be  fished 
in  unless  mutually  agreed  on.  Return  railway  fare 
from  main  line  termini  not  to  exceed  4s.,  unless 
mutually  agreed  upon.  No  legitimate  style  of  angling 
to  be  barred,  but  competitors  carrying  more  than  one 
tod  must  declare  to  the  referee  before  be  commences 


to  fish  which  rod  he  will  use,  and  then  to  use  that  rod 
only. 

11.  Any  member  of  a  team  having  fished  in  the 
competition  will  not  be  eligible  for  any  other  team  in 
that  year.  A  match  is  not  to  be  abandoned  on  account 
of  one  or  both  teams  being  under  strength. 

12.  Mr.  T.  Symonds,  of  the  Blue  Anchor,  Chance- 
street,  Bethnal  Green-road,  Shoreditch  (one  of  the 
donors),  has  been  kind  enough  to  place  his  spacious 
club  room  at  the  disposal  of  the  committee,  and  all 
business  in  connection  with  this  competition  will  be 
transacted  there  until  further  notice.  All  communi- 
cations should  be  addressed  to  the  Hon.  Sec,  Mr.  P. 
A.  Gray,  at  the  above  address,  or  to  29,  Lansdown- 
road,  High-road,  Tottenham,  N. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  flncl  the  time  of  higli  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  <>{  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  helow 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  155  min.  for  Kew. 

4U   „     „  Putney.  a,i,i)75   ,,     ,,  Richmond. 

ir,  „  ,,  Hammersmith,  ^""jso  „  „  Twickenham. 
50   ,,     ,,  Barnes.  (85   „     ,,  Toddingtoii. 

EXAMi'LE  :— If  it  is  high  waterat  2o'clockat  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up  stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down  stream  retards  it. 

;  Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  July  12    6.40    7.  3 

Sunday,  ,  „    13    7.27    7.52 

Monday,  „    14    8.19    8.51 

Tuesday,  ,,    15    9.25    10.  3 

Wednesday,  ,,    16    10.38    11.11 

Thursday,  ,,   17    11.43    — 

Friday,  ,,    18    0.12    0.38 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Eemabks. — The  Thames  is  in 
fair  order  for  angling,  but  the  temperature  of  the 
water  has  really  baen  too  high  for  successful  sport.  A 
pleasant  rain,  however,  fell  on  Wednesday  night,  which 
should  freshen  the  fish  a  little.  I  hear  that  a  fine 
roach  of  2|lb.  has  been  caught  at  Hampton.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Emms,  of  the  K.P.S.,  has  taken  a  5 Jib.  barbel  at 
Molesey.  At  Sunbury  a  trout  of  6f  lb.  has  been  cap- 
tured by  Captain  Collins,  and  a  barbel  of  91b.  has  been 
had  at  Henley.  Barbel  are  feeding  a  trifle  better, 
though  the  majority  of  those  caught  have  been  small. 
The  Kingston  reach  has  fished  very  badly  during  the 
week,  and  the  traffic  on  the  river  owing  to  the  improved 
weather  has  greatly  interfered  with  sport. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

  (Lechlade,  Gloucestershire).  —  River  has 

been  in  very  good  order  between  Lechlade  Bridge  and 
Buscot  Look.  Mr.  Bretherton  reports  two  trout  of 
21b.  lOoz.  and  4Jlb.  in  the  St.  John's  Bridge  stretch. 
Perch  are  feeding  well.  Barbelling  items  are  quiet, 
but  plenty  of  big  ones  about. — Eambler. 

Aberystwyth. — A  few  nice  baskets  of  trout  were 
caught  in  the  pools  of  the  district  last  week.  Anglers 
have  been  having  good  sport  with  bass,  which  are 
plentiful  in  the  bay.  There  has  also  been  good  catches 
of  mackerel. — William  Phillips. 

Ancholme  District. — Some  very  good  fish  have 
been  taken  during  the  past  week,  including  roach  up 
to  IJlb.  and  bream  of  nearly  41b.  Weather  and  water 
are  favourable  for  a  continuance  of  good  sport.  Several 
baskets  reached  about  one  stone  each.  Trout  fishing 
is  now  best  early  and  late,  excepting  when  days  are 
dull.  Trout  seldom  rise  well  during  bright  sunshine. 
A  few  ant-flies  are  out,  and  there  is  a  good  sprinkling 
of  the  Dotterel  Duns  in  the  evenings.  Red  Duns  are 
not  yet  very  numerous. — Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Coin,  Iieach,  and  Upper  Windvush  (East 
GloucesterBhire), — River  in  fair  order.  Evening 
fishing  only  of  much  good.  I  saw  a  lot  of  Black- 
winged  Drakes  at  the  mouth  of  the  Leach  on  Monday 
evening. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  Fern  Fly  has  come  up 
plentifully  this  year  in  certain  districts,  and  on  the 
upper  Camel  and  moorland  tributaries  capital  sport 
has  been  obtained  with  this  attractive  little  beetle. 
Peal  are  up  in  fair  numbers  but  the  recent  bright 
weather  has  been  against  sport,  and  the  rivers  are 
dropping  fast.  The  "Tamar  is  in  excellent  condition 
and  is  well  stocked.  The  conservators  of  this  river 
are  placing  a  water  bailiff  at  Launceston  where  the 
trout  licence  has  this  year  been  imposed. — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Farningham,  Sutton-at-Houe,  etc.). 
— Sport  has  not  been  so  good  on  the  Lion  water,  as 
the  fish  are  rather  glutted  with  the  May  Fly,  but 
lower  down,  where  May  Fly  is  not  so  abundant,  the 
fish  have  sometimes  fed  fairly  on  small  flies.  I  had  a 
brace  of  decent  fish  on  Saturday  evening  (July  5)  with 
Grey  Quill  Gnat;  they  weighed  IJlb.  together.  I 
also  hooked  and  lost  two  other  good  fish,  besides 
landing  and  returning  some  undersized  ones.  The 
water  is  getting  very  low  again,  but  pollution  is  not 
so  bad  as  last  year. — J.  P.  T. 
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Dart  (Totnea  and  District). — Few  salmon  are 
being  caught,  but  the  river  appears  to  be  well  stocked. 
Peal  are  especially  plentiful,  and  a  large  number  are 
in  the  moorland  streams.  Up  to  now  this  season,  Mr. 
Martin,  of  Princetown,  has  captured  upwards  ofitbirly 
salmon  on  the  moor,  and  this  fact  shows  that  there  is 
no  scarcity  of  fish.  The  moorland  waters,  however, 
secure  most  of  the  fish,  as  the  fresh  water  takes  them 
well  up  in  the  stream.  On  July  2,  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin 
had  a  basket  of  a  lovely  peal  and  three  trout,  whilst 
Mr.  E.  Distin  secured  a  peal  and  four  trout.  A  few 
trout  have  also  been  taken  by  Messrs.  H.  Full  and  E. 
Ackrell.  At  Buckfastleigh,  Mr.  C.  Willcocks  creeled  a 
3Jlb.  trout — a  beautiful  fish. — Devonian. 

Esk  fW  hi  thy).— Sport  during  the  past  week  has 
been  very  dull,  although  the  river  has  been  slightly 
freshened  by  recent  rains,  no  material  benefit  to 
anglers  has  accrued,  catches  being  practically  nil. 
Sea-angling  has  been  fairly  brisk  during  the  week, 
some  good  catches  of  mixed  fish  being  secured. — 
J.  Jacksox. 

Fen  District  (Sonth  Lines  and  Cambs).— The 

drains  about  Cambridgeshire  and  South  Lincolnshire 
are  receiving  moderate  patronage.  Unfortunately, 
however,  weeds  are  a  great  drawback,  and  in  many 
places  are  badly  in  want  of  cutting.  Then,  again,  roach 
are  in  by  no  means  perfect  condition.  They  are  im- 
proving rapidly.  Bream  are  about  the  only  fish  that  the 
angler  comes  across,  although  perch  are  in  the  pink 
of  condition  and  some  some  have  fallen  scaling  21b. 
and  over.  Eels  are  also  affording  good  sport  for  those 
who  wish  to  pursue  them.  Several  have  been  taken 
this  week  over  21b.  Subscribers  on  the  Forty-foot  are 
pretty  lucky  in  this  direction.  Trout  anglers  are 
doing  very  well  now  on  the  Gwash  and  other  streams. 
— Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Large  numbers  of  anglers 
have  been  out,  but  the  weather  has  been  too  hot  and 
bright  in  the  daytime  to  permit  of  much  success 
among  the  roach.  The  upper  reaches  have  yielded 
some  nice  fish  in  the  early  morning  and  evening,  and 
some  good  chub  have  been  captured.  One  caught 
with  the  fly  at  Broxbourne  on  Saturday  (July  5) 
scaled  3|lb.  I  have  had  some  dace  up  to  ^Ib. 
here  with  the  fly,  and  more  nice  dace  have 
been  landed  at  Ware  and  Hertford.  The  weather  has 
been  favourable  for  breaming  in  the  early  morning, 
but  I  have  heard  of  no  good  baskets  yet.  Many  roich 
have  lately  been  seen  in  the  weed-!  in  the  upper 
reaches.  Some  of  the  fish,  it  was  estimated,  weighed 
from  l^lb.  to  21b.  Caddis  grub  and  yellow  paste 
should  be  tried  for  roach  now.  The  Stort  is  becoming 
very  weedy,  and  sport  is  reported  quiet.  The  Lea  is 
in  very  fair  order  for  the  time  of  year,  and  prospects 
of  sport  are  promising. — Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Illy  Anglingf 
Society's  Waters). — Bream  are  now  well  on  the  feed, 
good  takes  being  reported  daily.  Several  individual 
bags  of  over  two  stone  each,  with  specimen  fish  of 
31b.  and  4lb.  weight,  were  made  during  the  past  week. 
One  angler  was  fortunate  enough  to  take  a  fine  perch 
of  21b.  3oz.  Perch  fishermen  would  find  these  waters 
well  worth  a  visit  as  they  contain  many  specimen  fish. 
At  the  end  of  last  season  two  perch  were  taken,  one 
weighing  41b.  and  the  other  3Jlb.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  any  other  water  in  England  could  match  this 
brace.— P.  W.  G. 

JiJigg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
straams  are  in  good  condition.  A  good  few  anglers 
have  been  out,  and  some  nice  fish  landed  on  both 
streams. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingrsland). — 
Rivers  are  running  a  full  level  for  time  of  year,  and 
are  in  good  order,  yet  fishing  has  been  dull.  The 
weather  for  week  past  has  proved  splendid  for  hay- 
making, but  too  bright  for  sport  with  the  trout,  and 
the  evening  fishing  has  not  been  good — the  wind 
mostly  tacking  to  the  north  soon  after  sunset.  To-day 
(Wednesday)  we  have  had  some  rain  and  it  is  much 
cooler  ;  the  glass  has  sunk  considerably,  and  is  still 
sinking,  which  improves  prospects  for  the  near  future. 
Trout  are  running  fairly  free,  and  some  nice  fish  have 
been  taken  spinning  with  the  "Vaga"  bait. — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Otter  (Bndleigb  Salterton). — The  present  hot 
weather  has  brought  the  river  to  a  state  of  lowness 
and  weediness  which  renders  fly-fishing  by  day  a 
fruitless  pursuit.    There  is  a  vigorous  rise  from 
8.30  p.m.,  and  up  to  10  p.m.  fish  may  be  caught,  A 
rod  fishing  at  Newton  Poppleford  on  July  5  creeled 
two  and  a  half  brace  of  nice  fish — the  biggest  being 
15oz. — and  this  is  an  ordinary  instance  of  what  may 
j  be  done  during  the  evening  rise.— Heron. 
I     Onse  (Holywell  Ferry,  Hunts).— Water  a  good 
I  colour  for  all  round  angling.    Bottom  fishers  have 
been  very  busy  this  week,  and  roach  the  principal 
takes  ;  plenty  of  lib.  but  nothing  over.    Chub  have 
been  fairly  asking  to  be  taken,  but  no  fly  fishers  have 
i  been  about  this  week  to  satisfy  them.    Very  heavy 
I  rain  to-day  (Wednesday)  which  has  much  improved 
i  things  generally. — A,  Scabd. 

1    (Huntingdon), — Water  very  low;  prospects 

'  fair,  A  few  nice  fish  have  been  taken  during  the  week. 
'  Chub  up  tb  41b.  loz.,  jferth  up  to  lib.  9oz.,  and  t'cmch 


up  to  21b.  have  been  weighed  in.  A  heavy  rain  would 
much  improve  matters. — B. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts),  —  The  extremely  hot 
weather  has  had  the  effect  of  taking  the  fish  entirely 
off  the  feed.  I  have  tried  the  famous  Four-Gate  Pit 
for  bream,  but  they  are  not  "  on " ;  despite  the  nice 
colour  of  the  water  only  a  few  rudd,  chub,  and 
roach  have  been  taken. — E.  Collinson. 

Flymouth. — More  rain  is  wanted  to  improve  the 
fishing.  Nice  catches  of  trout  have  been  taken  with 
the  Fern  Web  and  Wood  Fly,  fishing  either  early 
morning  or  in  the  evening.  Peel  are  well  up  the 
rivers,  and  plenty  have  been  taken  fishing  with  a  fly 
or  phantom  minnow. — William  Heabdek. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanj  m  7- 
nech).— During  the  past  week,  on  the  whole,  the 
weather  has  been  very  favourable  for  angling,  and 
some  good  catches  of  coarse  fish  have  been  made  in 
the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy,  but  very  few  trout  taken  from 
either  of  these  streams.  Better  sport  with  trout  is  to 
be  had  in  the  Tanat,  and  the  larger  tributaries  of  this 
river  yield  excellent  sport,  but  the  fish  do  not  run 
to  a  large  size.  The  Cam  also  is  well  stocked  with 
trout  which  afford  capital  sport  but  are  not  of  great 
size.  Coarse  fish  are  also  plentiful  in  the  brook  at 
Llwyntidman,  about  a  mile  below  the  village  of 
Llanymynech,  and  chub,  roach,  perch,  and  occa- 
sionally pike  of  a  large  size  are  found  in  the  Shrop- 
shire Union  Canal,  for  angling  in  which  a  small 
charge  is  now  made. — Vyrnwy. 

Severn  (Shropshire). — The  river  is  extremely  low 
and  in  many  places  covered  with  weeds.  Trout  fishing 
has  been  much  more  successful  this  year  than  last,  but 
since  the  hot  weather  came  few  fish  have  been  landed 
with  either  fly  or  minnow.  Mr,  J,  Lake  and  Mr. 
Callcott,  two  Shrewsbury  anglers,  fishing  at  Leaton 
on  Saturday  (July  5),  took  twenty-two  fish,  half  of 
which  were  grayling.  Roach  are  now  feeding  well  and 
some  very  good  bags  have  been  made.  Mr.  Lelliott,  of 
the  Shrewsbury  Chronicle  stafi,  last  week  took  a  fine 
lot  of  coarse  fish  near  the  English  Bridge,  and  other 
local  anglers  have  done  well.  Some  heivy  bream  have 
been  observed  basking  on  the  surface  near  the  Grey 
Friars  Bridge,  and  a  few  salmon  have  been  seen  leaping 
in  various  places.  Roach  and  chub  are  now  jielding 
the  best  sport. — Hafben. 

Stonr  (Bures.  Suffolk). — Water  clear,  and  no  fish 
of  any  good  are  being  taken,  To-nigbt  (Wednesday) 
it  is  again  raining,  but  it  will  take  a  good  deal  to 
colour  the  river.  The  bream  are  beginning  to  move, 
and  some  good  fish  will  no  doubt  soon  be  taken. — W. 
T.  Bainbridge. 

  (Grove  Ferry,    Kent).  —  The    river  has 

been  in  capital  order  during  the  past  week.  Many 
anglers  have  visited  here ;  in  most  cases  good  sport 
has  resulted.  Mr.  Edwards,  Herne  Bay,  nice  basket 
of  roach  and  one  bream,  3Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Smith,  Stepney, 
roach,  with  a  specimen  just  over  IJlb.  On 
July  G  several  London  anglers  came  down,  the  follow- 
ing having  decent  takes  of  roach  : — Messrs.  J.  Smith, 
W.  Musgrave,  A.  Field,  Bodien,  Whitby,  Payne,  etc. 
At  time  of  writing  (Wednesday),  it  is  raining  hard, 
which  is  likely  to  further  improve  the  condition  of  the 
river. — J.  Kirby,  River-keeper. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — In  the 
mornings  and  evenings  fish  have  been  taken,  but  they 
are  not  feeding  well  in  the  rivers.  From  the  Ouse  at 
Barcombe  Mills  and  at  Hamsey  a  few  roach  have 
been  taken,  but  the  bream  are  not  yet  on  the 
feed.  The  Cuckmere  has  not  afforded  much  sport. 
A  few  bream  and  roach  from  Alfriston  is 
the  only  record.  The  canal  at  Chichester  has 
been  well  patronised,  and  all  anglers  have  had  sport 
— plenty  of  from  Jib.  to  |lb.  bream,  a  few  fish  of  over 
21b.,  some  nice  tench,  and  a  few  large  roach  have  been 
captured.  There  are  plenty  of  bass  in  the  Chichester 
harbour  at  Pilsea  piles — fish  up  to  8Jlb,  have  been 
taken.  Both  bass  and  mullet  are  to  be  found  in  the 
Arun  from  Littlehampton  to  Arundel. — George  F. 
Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — The  water  is  now  very  low  and 
clear.  Salmon  net  fishermen  have  still  a  cause  to 
complain ;  the  fish  do  not  run  up  the  various  rivers, 
but  return  to  the  sea.  Bass  have  been  plentiful,  and 
any  angler  in  the  estuary  can  get  his  full  share  with 
the  fly  or  bait.  Rook  fishermen  have  been  fairly 
employed  among  prawns  and  lobsters. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is  in 
capital  order.  The  fish  have  been  well  on  the  feed  and 
rising  freely  at  the  fly,  and  a  large  number  of  rods 
have  been  out  and  sport  good.  Bottom  fishers  have 
been  busy,  trout  and  eels  taking  worm  well.  Minnow 
fishing  has  been  successful,  and  fine  fish  have  been 
landed.  On  Saturday,  with  the  W^asp  Grub,  some  fine 
trout  were  landed  ;  one  scaled  lib,  14oz. — S,  Ludlow. 


J.  E.  MiLLKR,  Northern  Anglers'  Depftt,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds,  holds  the  largest  stock  of  trout  flies,  sea-trout 
flies,  salmon  flies,  casts,  and  general  fishing  tackle  in  the 
kingdom.  It  is  only  necessary  to  state  general  requirements 
and  locality  rcijulred  for  to  ensure  suitable  goods  being  sent  by 
return.  Selections  of  flifis  and  suitable  mounted  casts  made  up 
for  any  sinson  for  all  parts  of  the  country.  J.  E.  Miller  has 
been  a  practical  angler  (or  over  30  years,  and  only  sends  rfut 
pfacUcal  ^otrtlB  j  bis  sfeltA;titoa  can  always  ufe  rdllCTl  upWn. 


Teme  (Tenbury). — The  Tome  is  in  capital  order, 
A  good  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  some  very 
good  lots  of  trout  have  been  landed.  Prospects  for 
fishing  are  now  good  in  this  part. — Wobcestei*. 

Usk  (Abergavenny,  Mon.) — Gentlemen  fishing 
Angel  Hotel  waters  have  been  most  lucky  with  Falmon 
and  trout.  Mr.  Bazil  Denner  caught  a  nice  fish  of 
about  121b.  on  the  Town  Water.  Many  other  anglers 
have  been  very  successful.  As  the  hot  weather  con- 
tinues the  little  worm  for  up-stream  fishing  prove4  the 
most  killing.  Mr.  Knight,  LUnthoney  Abbey  Hotel, 
had  some  excellent  trout  fishing  in  t,he  Llanthoney 
brook,  and  gentlemen  staying  there  say  the  brook  is 
teeming  with  trout.  Information  respecting  this 
fishing  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Knight,  Llanthoney 
Abbey  Hotel,  Llanthoney,  near  Abergavenny. — E.  J. 
Delafield. 

Witham,  etc,  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 

Bardney,  Kirkstead,  Dogdyke  and  Boston  were 
stations  well  patronised  on  the  Witham.  Recent 
rains  have  cleared  the  Sincil  Dyke,  and  between  the 
bridges  at  Bardney  fish  of  the  carp  family  have  been 
captured  running  up  to  .51b.  Somewhat  similar 
results  are  reported  from  the  sand  holes  at  Kirk- 
stead whilst  below  Dogdyke  the  reaches  have  yielded 
well.  Fishing  opposite  the  Sleaford  Canal  end 
one  angler  landed  three  bream  scaling  141b.  A  large 
shoal  of  these  were  noticed  at  Ash  Holt.  About  the 
Grand  Sluice  at  Boston,  boat  fishing  early  in  the 
morning  has  resulted  in  the  capture  of  many  31b.  or 
41b.  fish.  Although  the  drains  about  Boston  are  very 
weedy  good  sport  is  reported  from  Fuller's  Lock. 
Fishing  near  the  Highland  Point  one  angler  got  above 
201b,  Tench  are  also  providing  passable  sport.  Perch 
up  to  21b.  were  got  from  Mount  Pleasant,  and  some 
decent  reports  have  come  from  the  Sibsey  drain. — 
Luci, 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — There  has 

been  a  falling  off  in  the  number  of  anglers  during  the 
past  few  days  as  the  above  rivers  are  low  and  the 
water  rather  stale  ;  a  fresh  would  be  welcome.  How- 
ever, a  few  gentlemen  have  fished  the  Wye  with 
moderate  success,  three  and  four  brace  being  about  the 
average  baskets.  The  Derwent  has  also  yielded  a  few 
nice  fish,  both  trout  and  grayling,  although  no  heavy 
baskets  have  been  obtained  from  this  river.  This 
month  is  not  one  of  the  best  as  trout  are  glutted  with 
the  May  FJy,  and  become  lazy  with  the  hot  weather 
in  the  daytime;  therefore  the  evening  is  the  best 
time  to  fish.  The  weather  to-day  (Wednesday)  is 
showery,  and  if  suffiicient  rain  falls  to  freshen  the 
rivers  fishing  ought  to  improve.  Useful  flies — pale 
Evening  Dun,  July  Dun,  Dotterel  Hackle,  little  Dark 
Spinner,  little  Black,  Mr.  Cooper's  Grey  Ply,  and 
Orange  Bumbles,  with  moths  for  evening. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorks). — We  have  been  getting  some  nice  dishes  of 
trout  in  the  Yore  and  its  tributaries  with  the 
brandling  worm  fished  well  up  stream  on  fine  hair 
or  gut  tackle,  and  a  few  in  the  roughest  streams  with 
the  natural  minnow  on  Ariel  tackle.  Fly-fishing 
has,  however,  been  at  a  discount  owing  to  the 
very  low  and  clear  state  of  the  water.  The 
barometer  is,  however,  falling,  and  we  may  get  a 
freshet  before  the  week  end ;  this  would  improve 
angling  all  round,  for  the  takes  of  roach,  etc.,  in  the 
lower  waters  are,  with  few  exceptions,  very  poor. 
We  have  seen  traces  of  otters  about,  and,  water 
permitting,  Mr.  Buckley's  otter  hounds  will 
hunt  the  river  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Masham 
to  -  day,  and  also  at  Ripon  this  week  end. 
My  Swaledale  correspondent  says  the  past  week  has 
not  been  a  very  favourable  one  for  angling.  The 
Wiske,  the  Swale  and  Bedale  Beck  have  all  been  very 
low,  while  the  water  has  been  as  clear  as  the 
proverbial  gin,  so  that  anglers  have  had  to  keep  out 
of  sight  in  order  to  catch  fish.  On  the  river  Wiske, 
however,  anglers  have  done  fairly  well  with  the 
aid  of  gentles  as  a  lure.  On  Thursday  (July  3) 
Messrs.  N.  Russell  and  W.  R.  Smithson  fished  the 
Wiske  between  Danby  Wiske  and  Cawton,  and  were 
rewarded  by  two  good  baskets.  Mr,  Russell  had  over 
a  score  of  roach  and  dace,  which  averaged  in  weight- 
from  Jib,  to  fib.  Mr.  Smithson,  too,  was  also 
fortunate  in  swimming  the  worm,  getting  some  very 
nice  fish,  although  his  pannier  was  not  so  heavy  as 
his  fellow  anglers.  At  Leeming  Lock,  Mr.  J,  H.  King 
caught  a  small  jack,  and  also  a  roach  of  over  lib. 
in  the  Lock  pit.  Fly  fishers  complain  of  this  beck 
fishing  very  badly,  and  the  May  Fly  fishing  in 
particular  has  been  one  of  the  worst  which  has 
been  known.  One  or  two  expert  fly"  fishers  have 
also  been  out  on  the  Swale,  but  have  had  very  poor 
sport  indeed,  the  grayling  which  they  caught  being 
very  small ;  in  fact  one  angler  was  kept  busy  all  one 
afternoon  returning  undersized  fish  he  caught  at  almost 
every  cast.  Mr.  N.  Smithson  caught  two  very  fine 
pike  one  day  last  week  in  the  Wiske,  The  pike,  how- 
ever,  are  not  nearly  so  plentiful  this  year  in  the  Wiske 
as  in  former  years.  On  Saturday,  fishing  the  Black  Ox 
water,  Mr.  W.  Whitfield,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Black  Ox 
Club,  caught  a  very  fine  pike  and  a  large  eel,  while 
his  chum,  Mr.  A.  Spence,  showed  four  very  large  daCc, 
The  Bustard  i$  now   oli,  and  it  should  pVoVa 
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a  killing  lure  late  of  an  evening.  I  can  thoroughly 
recommend  my  patterns  of  both  the  yellow  and 
brown  to  prove  satisfactory  on  any  river  in  the 
kingdom.  The  Rye,  Eiccall,  Costa,  Derwent  and 
Pickering  Beck  seem  to  running  in  fair  volume,  and 
have  fished  fairly  well,  the  Bustards,  Beck  Moths, 
Alder,  Brown  Owl,  Snipe  Bloa,  and  light  yellow 
Partridge  being  the  most  killing  flies. — J.  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  ' 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgacli  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.) 

On  June  30,  Messrs.  Tucker  and  Stallard,  on  Loch 
Boarlan,  eighty  trout,  261b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevenson, 
on  Loch  Urigill,  one  hundred  and  twenty,  321b. ;  Prof. 
Harrower'and  Mr.  Simmond,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  forty- 
three,  141b. ;  and  Mr.  Stanfield,  on  Loch  Cama,  thirty- 
five,  101b.  On  July  1  about  a  dozen  anglers  were  out 
on  Lochs  Boarlan,  Urigill,  Cama,  and  Vryatie. 
Good  all  round  sport  was  got,  but  full  details  can- 
not here  be  given ;  heaviest  baskets,  Messrs.  Tucker 
and  Stallard,  on  Urigill,  ninety  trout,  23Jlb.  ;  and 
Messrs.  Pethick,  sixty-two,  17^1b.  On  July  2  Messrs.  j 
Pethick,  on  Boarlan,  forty-three,  141b.  ;  and  Messrs.  | 
Tucker  and  Stallard,  on  Cama,  twenty-six,  111b.  On 
3rd  baskets  ranged  from  4|  dozen  in  number,  and  to 
18§lb.  in  weight.  On  4th  Mr.  Stanfield,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  thirty-two  trout,  101b. ;  Messrs.  Tucker  and 
stallard,  forty,  151b. ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sykes,  on 
Cama,  twenty-six,  91b. — B. 

Awe. — Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel  the  following 
catches  were  made  : — On  June  26  Mr.  Shuit,  one  grilse, 
61b.  On  June  27  Mr.  McDonald,  one  grilse,  71b.,  and 
one  sea-trout,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Burtt,  one  trout,  3Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Shuit,  one  trout,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Ford,  one  trout,  lib.  On 
June  28  Mr.  Burtt,  two  trout,  21b.  On  June  30  Mr. 
Miller,  one  grilse,  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  Burtt,  one  grilse,  81b. 
On  July  5  Captain  Towse,  four  trout,  Gib.  On  July  7 
Mr.  Scott,  one  grilse,  7^1b. ;  Mr.  Jarvey,  fourteen 
brown  trout,  7Jlb. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Upton,  three  sea-trout, 
51b. ;  Mr.  Fraser,  one  trout,  31b. — D.  Macdonald. 

Border  £sk  and  Iiiddle.  -Although  the  Esk  is 
running  a  trifle  low  some  fine  baskets  have  been  got 
during  the  past  week.  Mr.  T.  Bell  has  had  several 
sea-trout  and  some  herling.     Mr.  Milne  had  two 


sea-trout  and  a  basket  of  51b.  herling  and  yellow  trout 
in  the  Netherby  water.  Pishing  in  the  mid-reaches 
Mr.  J.  Hollows  had  three  sea  trout.  Mr.  Steel  caught 
a  sea  trout  weighing  2ilb.  in  the  Liddle.  Mr.  Haines 
has  had  some  fair  baskets  of  yellow  trout  with  worm 
in  the  Canonbie  water.  Mr.  Oppenheimer  had  two 
sea  trout  IJlb.  each  and  two  dozen  yellow  trout  in  the 
middle  reaches  of  the  Esk.  Mr.  Roper  had  a  sea 
trout  IJlb.  in  the  Cauldron  pool.  Mr.  King  had  a 
sea  trout  of  lib.  and  at  another  fishing  16  yellow 
trout.  At  the  different  fisheries  in  the  Solway 
good  catches  of  sea  trout  are  being  had  daily. 
Fishing  in  Langholm  water  Mr.  Soott  had  three  sea- 
trout;  Mr.  W.  Ballantyne  four,  and  some  yellow 
trout ;  Dr.  Anderson,  Eskbank,  Canonbie,  two  sea- 
trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Dearden  two.  Mr.  S.  McKune,  jun., 
has  been  very  successful  in  the  middle  reaches  of  the 
Esk.  Mr.  H.  Budd  has  been  fairly  puccessful, 
especially  in  the  Willow  and  Cauldron  pools.  Mr. 
Dixon  has  also  had  some  nice  sea-trout  in  the  same 
water.  Mr.  Mason,  of  Old  Hall,  Rockliffe,  hvs 
had  a  good  many  herling  in  Mr.  Robinson's  vater, 
Rain  came  down  copiously  on  Tuesday  after  a  very  aiy 
week.  In  the  Langholm  water  Mr.  T.  Morrison  has 
been  the  most  fortunate  angler,  having  caught  five 
nice  sea-trout  near  the  Skippers,  and  Mr.  Morrison, 
jun.,  had  one  sea-trout  in  "  Cogio,"  also  one  in  the  Ewes 
close  to  the  town.  Mr,  S.  Jackson  had  two  sea-trout 
in  the  Esk,  and  Mr.  ^McMillan  one  sea-trout.  Mr. 
W.  Borthwick  landed  a  sea-trout  of  31b.  in  Skippers. 
At  time  of  writing  rain  is  still  falling. — Gilnockie. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — This  river  is  nowlowand 
clear,  and  although  a  large  number  of  sportsman  have 
been  prosecuting  the  fishing  of  late  they  have  met 
with  but  varying  success.  On  the  Huntly  and  upper 
waters  a  fe^  salmon  and  grilse  of  41b.  to  7Jlb.  have 
been  killed  ;  some  gooi  troat  have  also  been  got.  The 
month  opened  with  splendid  prospects  as  regards 
grilse  fishin?,  but  fince  the  weather  became  too  warm 
and  fine  there  has  been  a  falling  off  in  the  not  fishing. 
Owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  water  and  few  fish 
ascending  the  river,  the  net  fishermen  are  working 
their  nets  at  the  bar  at  the  entrance  to  the  river. 
Although  fish  are  not  drawing  to  the  coast  in  so  large 
numbers,  they  are  meeting  with  a  fair  amount  of 
success.    On  the  coast  the  yield  of  fish  at  the  various 


stations  from  the  bag  nets  was  scarcely  up  to  that  of 
the  previous  week.  The  quality  of  both  salmon  and 
grilse  is  the  best  for  several  seasons,  and  the  weight  in 
also  good,  salmon  averaging  151b.  and  grilse  51b. — 
H.W.  .,1 

Inchnadampli  Hotel  (Sutherland).  —  Fishing 
from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches  have 
been  had :  Mr.  Corstorphine — June  24  (26  trout,  ll^lb.). 
Mr.  Willie  Wallace— 27th  (2  grilse,  51b.  and  31b.). 
Mr.  Vass— 27th  (1  salmon,  81b.).  Mr.  S.  Webb- 
July  1  (8  trout,  51b ) ;  2nd  (15  trout,  71b.)  ;  4th 
(30  trout,  101b.);  5th  (20  trout,  81b.);  7th  (1 
sea-trout,  2ilb.).  Mr.  S.  and  W.  Webb  —  4th 
(22  trout,  91b.).  Mr.  and  Willie  Wallace— 4th  (25 
trout,  101b.).  Mr.  Booth— 4th  (11  trout,  6}lb.)  ;  7th 
(15  trout,  91b.).  Mr.  Keeling— 4th  (10  trout,  4lb.). 
Mr.  Moor— 4th  (1  grilse,  5Jlb.) ;  5th  (1  salmon,  111b.). 
Professor  Purdie— 5th  (15  trout,  5Jlb.) ;  7th  (3  trout, 
31b.).  Mr.  Andrews— 7th  (9  trout,  41b.,  and  2  grilse, 
51b.  and  5ilb.).  -W.  Wallace. 

Lairgf  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherland,  N.B.).— Since 
last  report  a  number  of  good  baskets  have  been  made 
on  River  Shin  and  Lochs  Shin,  Craoail,  Beannoch,  and 
other  waters,  but  minute  details  cannot  be  given.  The 
anglers  included  Messrs.  Tucker  and  Stallard,  London  ; 
Mr.  Rutherford  Deans,  London ;  Mr.  Connacher, 
Perth  ;  Mr.  Copeland,  London,  and  others.  Baskets 
generally  averaged  about  ^Ib.  each,  though  in  some 
cases  they  came  to  close  on  lib.  Six  salmo  fcrox, 
ranging  from  2Jlb.  to  S.Jlb.,  were  landed  by  Mr.  R. 
Daans,  Mr.  Copeland,  and  Mr.  Connacher. — B. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — There  is  little  to  record 
here  during  the  past  week,  owing  to  bright,  unfavour- 
able weather  which  has  kept  anglers  from  going  out. 
The  heaviest, catch  from  a  boat  wa?  made  by  Captains 
Millburn  and  Saunders,  Perth,  who  had  nine  trout 
101b.  12  jz.  Perch  are  beginning  to  come  close  in  shore, 
and  some  fair  takes  have  been  got.  The  Dunfermline 
Artizan  Club,  which  is  the  only  club  to  compete  for 
perch  on  the  loch  annually,  was  out  on  Saturday. 
One  of  the  three  boats  which  were  engaged  in  the 
competition  came  across  a  good  shoal,  and  seventy-nine 
were  landed  by  five  rods  in  a  short  time.  The  others 
had  little  success. — Robert  Laing. 

Lochmaddy  Hotel  Waters. — Fishing  these  waters 
the  following  catches  of  trout  have  been  had : — On 
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June  30  Mr.  Cooke  had  seven  ;  Mr.  Chapman  fifteen. 
On  July  1  Mr.  Cartwright  had  one  salmon,  151b. ;  Mr. 
Cooke  twelve,  51b.  (heaviest,  lib.) ;  Mr.  Chapman 
three  (heaviest,  21b.) ;  Messrs.  Bannatyne  and  Farie 
three.  On  July  2  Messrs.  Bannatyne  and  Farie  had 
twenty-six,  111b.  ;  Messrs.  Chapman  and  Cooke  six 
lythe  (heaviest,  51b.);  Mr.  Cartwright  had  one  salmon, 
ISJlb.  On  July  3  Mr.  F.  W.  Cooke  had  eighteen 
brown  trout,  71b.  (heaviest,  l|lb.) ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Chapman  twelve  brown  trout.  On  July  4  Mr.  F.  W. 
Cooke  had  thirty  trout,  12Jlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chap- 
man, on  Strumore,  ten  lythe,  30Jlb.  (heaviest,  6Jlb.) ; 
Major  Heygate  fourteen  brown  trout.  On  July  5 
Major  Heygate  had  two  sea-trout ;  Mr.  F.  W.  Cooke 
two  sea-trout  (heaviest,  IJlb.). — D.  Macfadyen. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thnrso,  N.B.). — Very  little 
angling  done  since  last  report.  River  very  low.  The 
nettings  on  the  estuary  have  been  making  splendid 
hauls.  On  one  day  two  different  fishings  had  236 
fish  and  237  fish  respectively.  At  the  beginning  of 
this  week  angling  prospects  improved. — B. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg^,  N.B.). — 
On  July  1  Messrs.  Chancellor  and  Prescott,  Carlisle, 
on  Loch  Griam,  sixty-eight  trout,  181b. ;  Messrs.  Lud- 
dington  and  Evans,  on  Flag,  thirty-four,  12jlb.  ;  and 
Messrs.  Simpson  and  Barton  (in  a  few  hours)  eleven, 
41b,  On  July  2  Messrs.  Hugh,  Barton,  Simpson, 
Evans,  Luddington,  Prescott,  and  others  were 
out.  Baskets  ranged  from  twenty-six  trout, 
121b.,  to  sixty-three,  18}lb.  On  July  3  the  above- 
named  anglers  were  out  in  addition  to  Mr.  Caldecott. 
The  two  best  baskets  for  the  day  were  forty-nine  trout, 
22pb.,  and  fifty,  2mb.  On  July  4  very  good  sport 
was  got  on  Lochs  Shin,  Griam,  and  Gorm.  On  Gorm, 
Mr.  Caldecott  landed  fifteen  trout,  seven  of  which 
weighed  lib.  each.  Other  baskets  went  up  to  six 
dozen,  211b.  On  Monday,  July  7,  the  two  best  were 
sixty-one,  20Jlb.,  and  fifty-one,  141b. — B. 

North-East  of  Scotland.  —  Thb  Deb.  —  Some 
thunder  has  been  experienced,  but  otherwise  the 
rivers  are  in  excellent  trim  for  July,  and  sport  among 
the  grilse  on  the  mid-reaches  seldom  so  bright — not 
at  least  for  the  past  ten  years.  The  run  is  not  now  so 
pronounced,  but  the  check  may  be  only  temporary. 
However,  sufiicient  grilse  and  salmon  are  in  the  pools 
to  yield  good  sport  for  the  rest  of  the  month  at  least — 
chiefly  in  the  mid-reaches.  On  the  Crathes,  Blackball, 
Woodend,  Cairnton,  and  kindred  stretches  four,  five, 
six,  eight,  ten,  and  even  more  grilse  have  been  got 
daily  during  the  past  eight  days — fresh  run  beauties 
ranging  up  to  3Jlb.  and  4Jlb.  A  good  few  sea- 
trout,  and  an  occasional  salmon  up  to  151b.,  are 
also  being  creeled.  On  the  side  streams,  especially 
the  Feugh,  splendid  sport  has  been  got.  The 
Dox. — Good  trout  fishing  is  being  got  on  all  the 
sections  from  Parkhill  upwards,  and  the  other  day 
Mr.  McLeod,  Aberdeen,  landed  a  pike,  181b.,  in  addi- 
tion to  an  excellent  basket  of  trout,  several  of  which 
scaled  close  on  21b.  Another  angler,  Mr.  Colliston, 
Aberdeen,  creeled  a  fine  basket  of  ten  trout,  all  rang- 
ing between  lib.  and  31b.,  and  mostly  to  the  fly. 
Deveeon  (Cabeach). — On  the  Cabrach  reach  of  the 
Deveron,  Mr.  F.  L.  Borthwick,  Kennington-road, 
London,  in  seven  days  creeled  140  trout,  mostly  lib. 
in  weight  of  an  average,  and  nothing  under  Jib.  He 
had  also  an  exciting  run  with  a  heavy  fish  somewhere 
between  151b.  and  201b.  on  his  twelve  feet  rod,  and 
which  after  an  exhaustive  run  ultimately  broke  away. 
Mr.  Duncan,  Mr.  Reid,  and  others  are  also  doing  well. 
— G,  M. 

Sconrie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairgf,  If.B.). — 

On  July  1  Mr.  Wood,  Birkenhead,  on  Chain  Loch, 
7  trout,  31b ;  and  Mr.  Hardinge,  8,  71b.  On  July  2, 
Mr.  Hardinge,  on  Loch  Laig  Ard,  17  trout,  71b. ;  Mr. 
Wood,  on  Chain  Loch,  23,  141b  ;  Dr.  Golland,  on  Loch 
Clashfern  (half  day  only),  40,  101b. ;  and  Messrs.  Clay 
and  Wilson,  on  Loch  Chain,  21, 81b.  On  July  8,  Messrs. 
Clay  and  Wilson,  on  Loch  Chain,  24, 121b. ;  Dr.  Golland, 
on  Loch  Gorm,  17, 71b. ;  Vice-Admiral  Von  der  Meulon, 
on  Laig  Ard,  14,  51b. ;  Mr.  Wood,  on  Lower  Chain,  12, 
61b. ;  and  Mr.  Wood,  4,  e^lb.    Prospects  good.— B. 

Shin  (Inveraa,  Satberlan4,  N.B.).— On  June 
30  Miss  Buxton  landed  two  grilse  of  51b^  ^nd  71b.,  and 


Mr.  Buxton  one  of  61b.  On  July  1  Mr.  Buxton  got 
two  grilse  of  81b.  and  51b.,  and  Mr.  Hoaer  one  salmon, 
141b.  On  July  2  Mr.  Buxton  got  one  grilse,  51b.,  Miss 
Buxton  one  salmon,  151b.,  and  Mr.  Hoaer  two  grilse, 
51b.  and  71b.  On  July  3  Mr.  Buxton  one  salmon,  131b., 
and  Mr.  Hoaer  1  grilse,  81b.  On  July  4  Mr.  Buxton 
one  grilse,  41b.,  and  on  July  5  Mr.  Hoaer  one  of 
71b.— B. 

South  of  Scotland.- On  July  5,  Mr.  W.  Wright 
caught  the  first  herling  of  the  season,  with  fly,  besides 
seven  yellow  trout.  Another  angler  took  twenty  yellow 
trout  with  worm,  on  Stewart  tackle.  Trout  and  sea 
trout  are  taking  greedily  the  red  worm.  Grilse  are  not 
making  any  show,  and  they  rarely  do  so  in  the  Solway 
until  after  July  20.  Fishing  with  worm  bait  in  the 
Northfield  water,  Mr.  Scott  killed  eight  sea 
trout.  In  the  Mount  Annan  water  Mr.  A.  Bell 
has  had  odd  sea  trout  with  night  fly  and  an  occasional 
one  during  the  day  with  the  clear  water  worm.  Mr. 
W.  Thornburn  had  several  sea  trout  in  Mount  Annan 
and  Murraythwaite  waters.  Some  fine  sea  trout  have 
been  caught  by  the  rods  in  Hoddom  Castle,  Castle- 
milk,  and  Murraythwaite  waters  with  fly  after  dark. 
In  the  Dumfries  Nith  a  good  number  of  sea  trout  are 
in  the  middle  reaches.  Thornhill  anglers  are  getting 
odd  ones  after  dark.  The  Sanquhar  reaches  are  too 
low  and  clear  just  now.  Angling  is  rather  quiet  in 
the  Galloway  rivers,  but  some  fair  sport  has  been  had 
in  the  lochs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Carsphairn  of 
Galloway,  while  on  Loch  Grennoch,  Mr.  H.  S. 
Grimshaw  killed  a  pike  of  19Jlb.  with  pike  fly.  In 
the  Ayrshire  district  angling  is  disappointing  this 
week  on  the  rivers. — Heathebbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Notwithstanding  the  low 
state  of  the  water  fair  sport  is  being  got  on  a  few  of 
the  reaches.  On  the  Knockando  water,  on  Wednes- 
day, Mr.  Alex.  Shand  killed  a  grilse  of  41b.,  and  on  the 
Wester  Elchies  water  the  fisherman  killed  a  salmon 
of  131b. ;  while  on  Thursday,  on  the  Aberlour  water, 
the  keeper  landed  a  salmon  of  101b.  From  the  Easter 
Elchies  water  the  fisherman  had  a  grilse  of  41b.,  and 
from  the  Arudilly  water  Mr.  Geo.  Shiach  landed  a 
grilse  of  41b.  and  two  salmon  of  191b.  and  131b. — J.  M. 

Storr  Iioch. — Out  from  the  Royal  Hotel,  Portree, 
on  July  4,  Dr.  Wallace  had  a  basket  of  thirty-four 
trout, weighing  171b. ;  heaviest  fish,  1  Jib. — C.  McLaeen. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Bivers. — 
The  rivers  are  now  at  midsummer  level,  and  are  also 
becoming  overgrown  with  weeds.  The  conditions, 
however,  are  not  unfavourable  for  trout  fishing,  worm 
during  the  day  and  fly  at  night  frequently  giving  good 
results.  On  July  3,  on  the  Tweed,  Mr.  J.  Hogg  had 
71b.,  Mr.  J.  Robson  9^1b.,  Mr.  Stewart  111b.  On  the 
Teviot,  same  date,  Mr.  R,  Hogarth  61b.  and  Mr.  W. 
Mercer  111b.  On  July  5  Mr.  W.  Aitchison  71b.  and 
Mr.  W.  Mercer  91b.  On  July  7,  on  Tweed,  Mr.  J.  Steel 
had  llilb.,  Mr.  W.  Currie  61b.,  Mr.  J.  Wright  181b.,  Mr. 
George  Wright,  121b.,  all  got  with  worm.  At  Ruther- 
ford water,  one  night  last  week,  Mr.  Walter  Forrest 
had  a  beautiful  trout  of  2f  lb.  On  the  Floors  upper 
water  Dr.  Hogarth,  Nottingham,  has  had  some  nice 
baskets,  ranging  from  41b.  to  121b.  On  Floors  lower 
on  the  4th,  Mr.  Bowhill,  Edinburgh,  had  a  nice  dish 
of  16Jlb.  Salmon  angling  is  now  out  of  the  question, 
though  it  is  said  that  one  fish  was  taken  with  trouting 
taokle  from  the  Tweed,  near  Kelso,  the  other  day,  and 
one  was  hooked  and  lost  on  the  Teviot  on  Monday 
evening. — Maxwhekl. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — This  river  continues  fall- 
ing since  last  report,  but  it  is  yet  twelve  inches  above 
summer  level.  An  exceptionally  large  run  of  salmon 
and  grilse  continues  to  come  in  from  the  sea,  a  pro- 
portion of  which  passed  over  all  the  weirs  and  through 
the  upper  sections  to  the  lake  and  tributaries,  where 
few  will  escape  the  nets,  legal  and  illegal,  that  are 
used  for  their  capture.  For  the  week  229  salmon  and 
grilse  were  taken  in  the  net  at  Portglenone  and  327  in 
the  one  at  New  Ferry,  four  miles  further  up  the  river. 
At  all  the  stations  the  quantity  of  fish  and  state  of 
the  water  were  all  that  anglers  could  desire.  Mr. 
Ardale  took  three  salmon,  81b.,  81b.,  and  lOJlb.,  and 
three  grilse,  5 Jib.,  61b.,  and  61b. ;  Colonel  Delooherois 
one  Salmon,  lOJlb.,  and  two  grilse,  71b.  and  71b. ;  Mr. 
M.  Coats,  one  salmon,  SJlb. ;  and  Mr.  F.  Dowson,  one 
salmon,  91b.,  on  the  Kilrea  section.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Wilson,  seventeen  salmon  and  grilse  from  3Jlb.  to 
8Jlb. ;  Major  Mellor,  three  grilse,  61b.,  61b.,  and  71b. ; 
Mr.  G.  Nagle,  eight  salmon  and  grilse  from  61b.  to 
lOJlb.  ;  Capt.  Philpot,  R.N.,  two  grilse,  61b.  and  91b. ; 
and  Mr.  Peel,  one  salmon,  91b.,  and  three  grilse,  3ilb., 
61b.,  and  SJlb.,  on  the  Caronroo  reach. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — There  is  very  little  to 
report  from  these  waters.  The  rivers  are  low,  and  the 
weather  of  the  past  week  was  unsuitable  for  dam 
fishing.  The  Ulster  anglers  will  have  a  trout  fishing 
competition  at  Kellswater  on  the  Maine  on  Monday, 
July  14.— J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  River  (co.  Cork). — Sport  still  con- 
tinues good,  although  the  bright  weather  is  much 
against  angling.  Mr.  John  O'Brien,  on  MocoUop 
fishery  bad  two  grihe  at  Lismore.  Commander 
Steward,  R.N.,  had  two  grilse  on  the  upper  watafs; 


Dr.  Powell,  Major  Newington,  etc.,  have  had  luck. — 
W.  Havnks  &  Son.  >* ; 

Corrib  and  Tributaries  (Galway).— The  Corrib 
is  now  well  stocked  with  peal,  and  peal  fishing  is  now 
in  full  swing.  Amongst  those  out  recently  were 
Colonel  Wetherall,  Captain  Cunliffe,  Mr.  Gibbons,  and 
Mr.  Bailey.— J.  A.  B. 

Bast  Tyrone  Bivers. — With  low  water  and  clear 
sunny  weather  sport  in  its  various  departments  is  poor. 
Since  last  notes  no  salmon  were  killed  on  the  Black- 
water  and  very  few  trout.  Dappers  secured  odd  braces 
of  trout  on  the  Ballinderry. — J.  A.  B.  ■■  at...-  -^^ 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — During  the 
past  week  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike  landed  four  salmon  of  171b., 
81b.,  71b.,  and  71b. ;  Mr.  W.  B.  Jameson,  eight,  from 
101b.  to  17Jlb. ;  Mr.  P.  T.  Green,  two,  of  17Jlb.  and 
181b. ;  Mr.  John  Stone,  eight,  from  71b.  to  231  o. ;  Mr, 
D.  E.  Glynn,  two,  of  01b.  and  81b. ;  Mr.  S.  V.  Thomas, 
four,  from  81b.  to  141b. ;  and  Rev.  W.  Verner,  three, 
from  71b.  to  141b. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons.  -.i^ 

Iioe  (CO.  Cork). — Rain  is  much  needed  to  fill  up 
the  river,  which  has  now  run  down  considerably. 
Rear-Admiral  Jeffreys  got  one  grilse,  4Jlb.,  Mr. 
O'Leary  two  salmon,  71b.  and  91b.,  and  one  grilse,  41b., 
Mr.  J.  Barry  two  grilse,  3Jlb.  and  4Jlb.,  at  Glanmire. 
Sea-trout  fishing  is  now  full  on — plenty  of  them,  but 
not  taking  as  well  as  they  might.  Mr.  S.  Haynes,  on 
July  4,  had  eleven,  Jib.  to  IJlb.,  in  two  hours'  fishing. 
Captain  Law,  on  same  water,  on  July  3,  had  twenty- 
eight. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Iioughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur).— Owing  to 
cool  change  in  weather  accompanied  with  some  rain 
fly  fishing  has  much  improved,  and  anglers  are  having 
nice  baskets  daily.  Mr.  Webster,  on  July  8,  caught 
eight  grand  trout,  one  brace  of  gillaroo  weighed  7;}lb. 
Mr.  Belfield  caught  one  of  41b.  and  Mr.  Hegarty, 
while  fishing  Finney  river,  caught  a  71b.  trout  on  the 
worm. — J.  A.  J. 

Moume  (Newtownstewart,  co.  Tyrone).— In 
the  past  week  sport  was  of  the  dullest  description  on 
the  Mourne,  the  river  being  low  and  clear  and  the 
weather  bright.  On  Tuesday  Captain  Williams 
killed  one  salmon,  61b.,  on  the  hotel  waters. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina). — Water  in  good  condition.  Mr. 
Scroop  for  the  week  killed  nineteen  salmon,  and  Mr. 
Haddock  two,  and  played  six  more  on  Thursday  (July  3). 
Mr.  Brown  got  five  salmon  on  July  3.  Mr.  Anthony 
got  one  and  played  two  more.  On  the  loughs  sport  is 
fairly  good,  Mr.  Haddock  and  Mr.  Anthony  getting 
six  dozen  trout  on  Lough  Talt  in  one  day.  Good 
fishing  may  be  looked  for  in  the  coming  week,  as  the 
river  is  teeming  with  fish.  Sea  trout  fishing  is  good 
onithe  lower  reaches. — John  Devees. 

Moy,  Iioughs  Conn  and  Culleu  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — The  river  swarms  with  grilse  and  sea  trout 
and  taking  the  fly  freely.  Mr.  Perry  Knox-Gore 
fifteen  grilse,  781b. ;  Mr.  Murry,  seven  grilse,  461b. ; 
Mr.  J.  Scroop,  twenty  grilse,  1071b. ;  Mr.  Brown,  eight 
grilse,  431b. ;  Mr.  John,  Garvey,  eight  grilse,  491b.  ; 
Mr.  C.  Cuddy,  eight  grilse,  511b.  Mr.  Philipson  Stow, 
14th  King's  Hussars,  had  the  best  day's  sport  for  tha 
past  few  years,  killing  twelve  grilse,  691b.  Good  spore 
with  sea  trout.  Mr.  W.  Broane  had  the  best  bag  for 
one  day,  killing  eighteen,  141b.  Some  trout  has  been 
got  on  the  loughs — largest  5 Jib.  Mr.  Dart  and  friend 
had  nine  jack,  largest  27Jlb.  Killing  flies  :  Black 
Gosshawk  and  the  King. — Pat  Heaenes. 

Owenea  (Ardara,  co.  Donegfal). — Fishing  ex- 
pected to  be  very  good  during  next  week,  owing  to  the 
change  of  weather.  Plenty  of  fish  running.  Three 
dozen  brown  trout  taken  off  Lough  Arv-I-Niall  and 
two  dozen  off  Lough  Free.  The  Oweuea  and  Owen- 
tatse  rivers  are  well  stocked  with  salmon  and  sea 
trout. — Neil  McNelis. 

Bosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal). — The  prospects 
of  the  sea-trout  fishing  are  excellent.  Lots  of  sea- 
trout  and  salmon  have  got  up  the  Crolly  to  Loughanure, 
and  already  Meenamore  lake  is  well  stocked  with  the 
former.  Dr.  Maynard  and  Mr.  Forrester  have  killed 
several  nice  dishes  on  this  water,  and  Mr.  Carter  and 
Mr.  Hall  have  had  fair  success  brown  trout  fishing. 
Mr.  Luke  and  Mr.  Grant  have  also  had  sport. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Iiough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Con- 
sidering that  the  water  has  been  very  low,  with  bright 
sunshine,  a  good  many  grilse  have  been  recently 
landed.  The  brothers  T.  and  J.  Grimes  killed  three 
grilse  yesterday.    Change  to  rain  to-day  (Wednesday), 

— S.  J.  HUELBY. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — On  Doonass  Mr.  S.  C, 
Vansittart  killed  five  peal,  21b.,  4lb.,  4Jlb.,  51b.,  61b. 
On  Prospect,  Mr.  H.  G.  Duncalfe  killed  nina  peal, 
SJlb.,  3Jlb.,  41b.,  4flb.,  41b.,  51b.,  5flb.,  61b.,  61b.  On 
Newgarden,  Mrs.  Oripps  killed  one  peal,  6jlb. ;  Miss 
Cripps,  one  peal,  51b. ;  Mr.  S.  Cripps,  two  peal,  3f  lb. 
and  5 Jib.  On  Hermitage,  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph 
killed  two  peal,  51b.,  61b. ;  Rav.  Payne  Gallwey,  six 
peal,  4Jlb.,  51b.,  51b.,  5Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  61b.  On  Woodlands, 
Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  four  peal,  51b.,  5Jlb.,  6Jlb., 
6Jlb. ;  Mr.  John  Enright,  one  peal,  71b.  On  the  Castle 
fishery,  Mrs.  Ingham  killed  two  peal,  S^lb.  and  81b. 
On  Landscape,  Mr.  E.  J.  Game  killed  fifteen  peal, 
31b.,  3}lb.,  4Jlb.,  51b.,  51b.,  51b.,  51b.,  51b.,  41b.,  Sflb., 
6Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  5.Jlb.,  61b.,  6Jlb.  Trout  fishing  continues 
pretty  good. — John  Eneight  and  Son. 
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SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — Numbers  of  boat  anglers  have  been 
off  during  the  i  past  week,  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
frcm  ihe  Kemp  Town  shore,  also  over  the  "  Rock  Tow  " 
and  other  well-known  grounds.  Mackerel  have  not 
been  schooling  during  the  past  few  days,  and  at  time 
of  writing  (July  9)  a  strong  wind  from  the  west,  rain, 
and  a  choppy  sea.    Temperature  much  lower. — H. 

Easthourne. — Fishing  with  Allen  Sayers,  a  gentle- 
man has  had  eight  or  nine  fair  bass  on  one  or  two 
occasions.  Fine  tackle  is  an  absolute  necessity,  as  the 
water  is  exceedingly  clear.  I  have  had  several  good 
takes  in  the  early  morning.  From  June  21  to  July  7, 
in  six  outings,  I  captured  ninety-eight  bass  and  one 
pollack,  a  total  weight  of, nearly  a  hundredweight. 
Best  baits,  sand-eels  and  metal  spinner.  —  J.  W. 

SOUDY. 

Powey  (Cornwall). — The  fishing  has  much  im- 
proved during  the  past  fortnight,  and  boat  anglers 
have  been  making  some  nice  catches  of  pollack,  bream, 
and  whiting.  Bass  and  mackerel  are  showing  up,  and 
there  are  a  number  of  yachts  in  the  harbour ; 
summer  visitors  are  arriving.  We  are  having  splendid 
summer  weather. — H. 

Plymouth. — Fine  weather,  calm  sea,  and  plenty  of 
fish — everything  to  encourage  the  fishermen.  The 
rod  fishermen  have  had  good  sport  from  off  the  piers 
with  bass,  fishing  after  dark.  Large  pollack  are  still 
plentiful.  If  Ibis  weather  continues  we  shall  have 
the  mackerel  close  in  shore,  when  they  will  afford 
good  sport  whiffing  for  them  with  a  spinner.  The  list 
of  edible  fish  for  the  month  include  pilchard,  herring, 
homelyn  ray,  sharp-nosed  ray,  skate,  thornback,  launce, 
sturgeon,  mullet,  smelt,  wrasses  in  general,  breams 
in  general,  surmullet,  bass,  pollack,  lythe,  hake, 
mackerel,  scad,  dory,  salmon  trout,  peal,  eel,  conger, 
dab,  brill,  turbot,  sole,  marysole,  halibut,  plaice,  and 
llounder. — William  Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — Fishing  here  continues  to  be  good. 
Fine  catches  of  pollack  have  been  had  at  the  Break- 
water and  Balaclava  Bay.  There  are  also  plenty  of 
pout  to  be  had  in  the  sime  localities.  Pout  and 
XJollack  are  now  coming  up  the  harbour  as  well  as 
large  size  bass,  and  several  good  takes  have  been  had. 

— A.  G.  EOWELL. 


Jlnaltng  ^xxtntcs, 

July  13. 

D.  Pithouse's  Competition  at  Langley, 
July  14. 

Collingwood  :  Visit. 

Piscatorial  Society  :  Half-yearly  Meeting. 
July  15. 

Royal  George  :  Visit. 
July  18. 

S.L.A.U.V.  List ;  Delegate  Meeting. 
July  19. 

Piscatorial  Society;  Annual  Summer  Dinner  at 
Newbury. 


July  20.— S.L.A.U.V.  List :  Competition  at  Yalding. 
,,   21, — Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  Meeting. 


Jlssoctafions 

(Special  Meetinqs). 


City  op  London  Piscatoeial  Society — 

The  meeting  on  Tuesday  last  was  presided  over 
by  Mr.  C.  Burgess,  when  the  following  fishing 
reports  were  made : — Dr.  W.  J.  Ladell  ninety-five 
dabs  and  a  few  whiting  at  Ramsgate  ;  Mr.  Begeruie 
dace,  bream  and  roach  at  Esher;  Mr.  T.  W. 
Maynard  perch  and  roach  from  Goring.  Other 
members  also  fishing,  but  not  reporting  results. 
Mr.  T.  Gilbert  presented  to  the  society  a  very  hand- 
some ballot-box,  receiving  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
for  same.  Reports  were  made  and  discussion 
followed  regarding  several  fishing  waters,  and  the 
secretary  was  instructed  to  write  letters  where 
necessary.  There  will  bo  a  special  meeting  of  the 
committee  on  July  29  to  consider  programme  for 
the  next  six  months. 

HlGHBUBY  AnOLINQ  SOCIETY — 

.  Mr.  P.  J.  Jagcls  presided  over  our  meeting  on 
July  !).  Owing  to  it  being  "  Feast "  week  at  Hough- 
ton it  has  been  found  impossible  to  get  accommoda- 
tion, and  therefore  the  outings  have  been  postponed 
to  July  27  and  July  30.  All  members  please  note. 
Sport  has  been  very  fair,  Mr.  S.  Stone  recording 
some  fine  dace  from  the  club  water,  best  brace 
ll^oz.  and  lOJoz. ;  Mr.  H.  Dunn,  trout  up  to  SJlb.  ; 
Mr.  Westrup,  trout  of  Gib.  and  5lb. ;  and  Mr.  T.  A. 
Saunders  some  good  barbel,  averaging  very  level, 
about  4Jlb.  apiece,  best  41b.  14Joz.— G.  W. 
PisCATOEiAiy  Society — 

Things  were  very  quiet  at  Monday's  meeting,  Mr. 
E.  K.  Foreman  presiding.  Tho  only  experiences 
rtlawa  wtirc  tht)5c  of  Mr,  0.  H.  liff/Mg,  who  hS,d 


the  extraordinary  misfortune  to  lose  no  fewer  than 
three  grand  Kennet  leviathans,  which  he  had 
marked  down  while  bait  fishing  at  Newbury.  The 
first  fish,  a  full  sixteen-pounder,  was  played  for  half 
an  hour  on  salmon  gut,  and  apparently  killed. 
Unfortunately,  however,  two  Archer  leads  which 
Mr.  Bywaters  had  on  his  trace  became  entangled  in 
some  of  the  long  trailing  weeds  so  prevalent  in  the 
Kennet,  and  as  no  punt  was  available  and  the 
water  was  too  deep  to  wade  and  too  dangerous  to 
swim  in,  the  angler  had  perforce  to  break  away,  and 
the  chance,  perhaps,  of  a  lifetime  was  lost.  Shortly 
afterwards  Mr.  Bywaters  hooked  two  more  trout, 
ledgering,  of  71b.  and  81b.  approximately,  but  these 
both  got  off  by  the  gut  just  above  the  hook  itself 
being  chewed  through.  To  lose  three  grand  fish  one 
after  another  is  enough  to  make  any  ordinary  being 
renounce  angling  for  ever  and  aye,  but  the  gentle- 
man referred  to  hopes  to  be  able  to  exhibit  the 
biggest  of  the  three  fish  on  some  Monday  evening 
yet  ere  the  season  terminates.  A  new  train  has  been 
put  on  from  Newbury  on  Sunday  evening,  leaving 
at  8.37  p.m.  and  arriving  at  Paddington  at  10.30  p.m. 
—Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society — 

There  was  a  capital  attendance  of  members  on 
Tuesday  (July  8)  evening  last,  when  Mr.  F.  W. 
Norman  was  voted  to  the  chair.  After  attention 
was  given  to  detail  business,  the  reports  of  recent 
doings  a-fishing  were  called  for.  Mr.  Emery 
trout  at  Chesham,"  returned.  Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders 
some  12in.  trout,  also  returned;  Mr.  Basten  had  a 
fish  of  lib.  2oz.;  Mr.  H.  S.  Saunders  two  fish  of 
IJlb.  each;  and  other  members  had  visited  the 
water,  but  only  succeeded  in  capturing  undersized 
fish.  Of  members  successful  at  other  places,  Mr. 
Brown  had  roach  and  perch  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  broads;  Mr.  Howard,  trout,  also  roach; 
Mr.  Gray,  roach;  Mr.  Gill  and  Mr.  Connellan, 
dace  and  trout.  Mr.  Borthwiok  returned  from  a 
visit  to  the  north  of  Scotland,  where  he  captured  a 
large  number  of  trout,  from  21b.  loz.  down  to  Jib., 
tho  average  being  about  lib.  each.  On  Saturday 
(to-day)  a  fly-casting  competition  will  be  held,  one 
separate  for  long  distance  and  another  for  accuracy 
and  delicacy  alone.  Efforts  will  be  made  to  render 
this  latter  as  difficult  as  possible,  and  the  object 
will  be  moved  and  at  an  unknown  distance  during 
each  competitor's  period  of  attention  to  it.  The 
competition  will  not  commence  until  the  afternoon. 
— J.  H.  Walkeb,  Hon.  Sec. 

Thames  Angling  Pbesebvation  Society — 

The  adjourned  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee 
was  held  on  Tuesday,  July  8,  at  the  offices  in  Regent- 
street,  and  the  members  present  were  Messrs.  Burrow, 
Berry,  Close,  Grimmett,  Price,  Wade,  W.  J.  Gomm, 
Elsmore,  Crumplen  (in  the  chair),  and  Higgins  (hon. 
sec).  The  cash  at  the  bankers  is  £66  Os.  23.  The 
blue-book  and  anglers'  warning  notices  were  sub- 
mitted and  approved,  and  the  latter  will  be  largely 
circulated,  principally  to  prevent  anglers  from  inad- 
vertently transgressing  against  the  Conservancy  bye- 
laws.  A  vote  of  condolence  with  the  widow  and 
family  of  the  late  respected  chairman,  Mr.  A.  Nuthall, 
was  unanimously  passed,  with  an  expression  of  deep 
regret  at  the  loss  that  anglers  in  general,  and  the 
society  in  particular,  have  sustained  through  his 
demise.  A  case  of  illegal  fishing  at  Molesford  has 
been  referred  to  the  Coiiservancy  Board,  who  have 
taken  the  matter  up  for  settlement  during  the  present 
month.  The  head-keeper  reported  that  Walton  Sale 
was  netted  after  the  flood,  and  about  120  good  fish 
of  various  kinds  were  taken  and  replaced  in  the 
river.  Headway  is  being  made  with  the  suggested 
trout  stocking  associations  higher  up  the  river,  the 
members  of  which  will  probably  form  one  society 
for  the  general  improvement  of  trout  fishing  in  the 
reaches  above  Kingston.  The  committees'  summer 
launch  party  will  come  off  in  a  few  weeks,  when  it 
is  hoped  that  fine  weather  will  assist  in  making  it  a 
pleasant  excursion  up  to  Staines. — W.  H.  E. 


THE  BRILLIANT  FISH  OF  THE 
WEST  INDIES. 


Prop.  Bristol  Describes  Some  Strange  Specimens. 

The  clear,  limpid  waters  that  surround  Bermuda 
and  the  West  Indies  lie  above  coral  reefs  covered  with 
plants  and  animals,  many  of  which  are  brilliant  in 
colour  as  a  rainbow.  They  look  like  glimpses  of  fairy- 
land, and  as  your  eye  wanders  from  one  wonder  to 
another  you  catch  yourself  striving  to  peep  just  around 
some  corner  into  a  strange  nook,  half  hoping  to  see  a 
bevy  of  mermen  and  mermaids  sporting  and  playing 
within  the  crannies.  Here  is  a  patch  of  pale-green 
sea-lettuoe ;  there  a  group  of  great  purple  sea-fans ; 
yonder  some  golden  corals  standing  out  like  a  shelf  or 
branching  like  a  tree ;  while  among  them  all  swim 
lovely  fishes  that  take  the  place  of  the  fairies  that 
should  dwell  in  this  magic  land,  and  fascinate  you  by 
their  goi^rfo'Qs  cDIO'urs  fliud  their  ^mc^ful,  wavy 
mbtitfns. 


There  is  a  great  green  "parrot-fish,"  as  brilliant  in 
colour  as  his  namesake  the  bird,  showing  himself 
boldly,  and  swimming  along  slowly,  secure  from  any 
assault.  His  scales  are  green  as  the  fresh  grass  of 
springtime,  and  each  one  is  bordered  by  a  pale  brown 
line.  His  fins  are  pink,  and  the  end  of  the  tail  is 
banded  with  nearly  every  colour  of  the  rainbow.  He 
is  showy,  but  this  showiness  serves  him  a  good  purpose. 
His  flesh  is  bitter  and  poisonous  to  man,  and  probably 
so  to  other  fishes  as  well,  and  they  let  him  well  alone, 
for  they  can  recognise  him  afar  off,  thanks  to  his 
gaudy  dress. 

Underneath  the  parrot,  lying  on  the  bottom,  is  a 
"  pink  hind."  You  notice  him,  and  as  the  parrot 
passes  over  him  he  suddenly  changes  to  bright  scarlet, 
and  as  quickly  resumes  his  former  faint  colour.  Had 
the  parrot  been  looking  for  his  dinner,  and  thought 
the  hind  would  make  a  good  first  course,  this  sudden 
change  of  colour  might  have  scared  him  off,  just  as 
the  sudden  bristling  of  a  cat  makes  a  dog  change  his 
mind.  When  the  hind  is  disturbed  at  night  he  gives 
out  flashes  of  light  to  startle  the  intruder  and  send 
him  away  in  a  fright. — Prof.  C.  L.  Bristol  in 
St.  Nicholas  for  June. 


DROUGHT  AND  DISTRESS  IN 
AUSTRALIA. 


The  special  correspondent  of  the  Morning  Post, 
writing  from  Sydney  on  May  6,  says : — "  The  drought 
continues  over  the  inland  area,  which  has  suffered 
most,  and  is  in  direst  need  of  rain.  Seasonable 
showers  have  fallan  along  the  coast  ranges,  and  here 
and  there  have  drifted  some  little  distance  beyond. 
Speaking  generally,  however,  there  has  been  no  relief, 
and  the  tales  of  distress  accumulate  with  the  pro- 
longation of  the  dry  weather.  By  means  of  the 
railways  fodder  is  being  poured  into  the  interior, 
where  many  stock-owners  are  spending  hundreds  of 
pounds  a  week  merely  to  keep  a  remnant  of  their  flocks 
alive.  Their  purses  cannot  long  endure  the  drain, 
nor  can  the  enfeebled  animals  be  maintained 
indefinitely  even  by  the  ruinous  expenditure  involved. 
Eight  months  have  followed  one  after  another  without 
any  moisture,  and  this  after  seven  preceding  years  of 
inadequate  supply.  The  outlook  is  heart-breaking. 
It  is  not  alone  the  pastoralists  who  are  compelled  to 
resort  to  an  extravagant  outlay  in  the  endeavour  to 
supply  the  missing  rainfall.  The  dairy  farmers  of 
several  of  our  wettest  districts  are  driven  to  similar 
expedients,  and  men  are  paying  as  much  as  £40  a  week 
for  artificial  foods.  Mine  owners  are  buying  water, 
and  though  the  railways  are  carrying  supplies  and 
removing  starving  stock  at  the  lowest  rates  the 
distress  is  intense.  Mr.  Lawers,  M.P.,  whose  know- 
ledge of  the  needs  of  the  country  districts  is  excep- 
tional, considers  that  there  is  not  more  than  two 
months'  supply  of  fodder  available  in  Australia. 
Even  the  cane  crops  of  Queensland  are  threatened. 
The  losses  likely  to  be  incurred  may  be  measured  in 
millions," 


NEW  PISCATOEIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.G. 

28,691.  Fish  tanks.  Patentees  :  M.  Kern,  21,  Vodian- 
strasse,  S.  B.  Gallen  and  A.  Wiget,  42, 
Freiestrasse,  Zurich.  A  tank  for  transport- 
ing live  fish,  oysters,  etc.,  is  fitted  with  ,a 
container  for  oxygen  or  air  which  is  passed 
into  the  tank  through  a  reducing  valve  and 
a  pipe  led  round  the  bottom  of  the  tank, 
and  perforated  in  the  lowest  portion  for  the 
escape  of  the  gas.  The  gas  collects  into 
larger  bubbles  on  a  screen,  and  then,  rising, 
agitates  and  is  dissolved  in  the  water. 

10,576.  Arthur  Derrington  Bartleet  and  Thomas 
Bay  lis,  Colmore-row,  Birmingham.  A 
new  or  improved  machine  for  scouring  and 
polishing  fish  hooks  and  other  small 
articles. 

1312.  Fishing.  Patentee  :  A.  J.  Simpson,  Hanley 
House,  Market-place,  Redditch.  Rods. 
To  lock  the  joint  of  a  fishing-rod,  a  hole  is 
drilled  through  the  plug  and  socket  when 
the  parts  are  in  engagement.  A  spring 
ring  is  then  slipped  over  the  socket  to 
enable  a  pin  to  enter  the  hole  and  look  the 
joint.  The  pin  may  be  attached  to  a  spring 
screwed  to  the  rod. 

10,908.  Frank  Carle,  Gough-chambers,  Savile-street, 
Hull.  Improvements  in  or  in  connection 
with  fishing-reels. 

10,970.  William  Henry  Eccleshare,  Chancery-lane. 
Improvements  in  trawl  nets. 

11,057.  Paul  Tcherkassov,  Chancery-lane.  An  im- 
proved vice  for  holding  fish-hooks  and  other 
small  articles. 

11,365.  Samuel  Shepherd,  Hull.  Improvements  in 
or  connected  With  ttiwl-n^ts  fo'r  fishing 
p'urptfsfe's. 
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They  purify. 

They  strengthen. 

They  invigorate. 


FOR  HEADACHE. 
FOR  DIZZINESS. 
FOR  BILIOUSNESS. 
FOR  TORPID  LIVER, 
FOR  CONSTIPATION, 
FOR  S1LL0W  SKIN. 
FOR  THE  COMPLEXION. 

I-    DOSE:  One  at  Night. 

40  in  a  phial. 
13id.  of  all  Chemists 
Sugar-cO£.ted. 


Small  Pill. 
Small  Dose. 
Small  Price- 


They  TOUCH  the  L-IVER 

GARTER'S 


.   No  nam»-le5S  little  Liver  PilU.     Be  ?ure  they  p_re 

lUa-t  atod  pamphl-t  free,  sho'vina  Mr.  Crow  s  ira^'U  abt-oad:  Address— British  Depot, 
46  Holborn  Viaduct,  London. 


ANDERSONS'  GOLD  medal  WADERS  |  | AHDEJ^SOHS'~OOL3  medal  WADERS! 


ANDERSONS' ^zWADERS 


The 

"Norge"  Semi -Waders, 

Most  Comfortable  in  Wear. 


FISHING  STOCKINGS 

Made  in  Five  Qualities.' 


The 

"BUCKLAND" 
COMBINATION 
WADERS. 

1902  Pattern. 


FOURTH    EDITION    NOW  READY. 


DOMESTICATED  TROUT :  How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE.     Grown  8vo.,  12s.  6d, 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MABSTON  <fc  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fe  er  Lane,  E.C. 


shT!  st»  hall  a.  a*  a 


31/6 
7/6  &  21/- 


CiPPTllT  TINP  01  WADING  TROUSERS  ...  18/6  per  pair,  usual 
OriiOliiU  Lillli  of  WADING  STOCKINGS,  10/6  &  11/6   .,       „  1 

Anderso]],  Anderson  &  Anderson,  Ltd. 

(The  Anglers'  Waterproofers), 

37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  LONDON,  E.C. 

And   at  CARDIFF,   8,   QUEEN  STREET. 


ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADERS]  [ANDERSONS'  gold_medal  WADE^ 


ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHING   QUARTERS,  &o. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Lough  Anupe,  Crolly  River  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  cheapest  fishing  to  he  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal  High- 
lands, within  10  miles  of  Railway  Station. 
Over  100  lakes.  Splendid  Mountain  and 
Coast  Scenery.  Sea  Fishing.  Good  Hotel 
Accommodation,  &c. — Terms  and  full 
particulars  from  S.  Hanlon,  C.P.S., 
Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


ROSSES,  CROLLY  AND  LODGH  ANURE 
FISHERY. 

HAN  L  O  N  '  S 
PRIVATE  HOTEL, 

Dungloe,    co.  Donegal. 


BARONY  HOTEL,  Birsay. 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  shores  of  loch  Birsay. 
Within  easy  distance  of  lochs  Hundland  and 
Swannay.  A  lease  of  these  lochs  has  been 
secured  from  the  proprietors,  and  they  are  now 
strictly  preserved.  Birsay  is  known  as  the 
((arden  of  Orkney,  owing  to  the  beauty  of  its 
situation  and  the  richness  of  its  soil.  It  is  a 
favourite  health  resort,  and  being  surrounded 
on  one  side  by  the  Atlantic,  the  air  is  bracing. 
The  sea-coast  scenery  is  very  grand.  Birsay  is 
rich  in  old  associations,  pos.sessing  the  ruined 
palace  of  Earl  Kobert  .Stewart,  Ac.  15est  routes 
from  Ixjndon :  Rail  to  ITiurso,  thence  per  Mail 
Steamer  to  .Stromness ;  or  per  .Steamer  from 
London  to  Leith  or  Aberdeen,  thence  Steamer 
to  Htrornness.  On  notice  being  given,  con- 
veyances will  meet  boat.  Sea-bathing,  Boating, 
and  Fishing ;  reliable  boatmen.  All  kirtds  of 
Kittling  Tackle  kept.  Also  a  small  Shooting; 


LOUGH  CONN  HOTEL  (ERREN  HOUSE), 

Crossmolina.,  Ballina. 

First-class  .SALMON  and  TROUT  FISHING  on 
this  famous  lough  free.  This  Hotel  is  charmingly 
situated  as  a  resort  for  Anglers  and  Family 
Parties.  High-class  catering  ;  superior  accom- 
modation, comprising  liathrooms  supplied  with 
hot  and  cold  water,  private  sitting-rooms,  <tc. 
Moderate  tariff.  Enquiry  solicited.  Apply- - 
MAURICE  J.  FITZGERALD. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandshire,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  McINNES,  Propiietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  sceneiy  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
Office  and  Resident  Doctor. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs— Conn,  CuUen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  boat  or  men.  Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

Via  Lairg,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLER'S  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Ferox.  Fishing  on  lochs  Shin,  Orian,  Merkland, 
anil  Gorm.  Also  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing. 
Boats  and  experienced  gillies.    Posting,  Ac. 

DUNCAN  MACKAY. 
Total  season  ISO."),  sixty  days'  fishing  for  one 
rod,  2,206  fish,  weighing  1,126  lb.    Last  season's 
catch,  over  10,000  fish. 


LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAfflPH  HOTEL. 


EXCELLENT  FREE  FISHING.  — 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout— on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing  on 
River  Inver,  June  and  July,  at  10s.  per 
rod  per  day.  Boats.  Experienced 
Gillies.  Fishing  Tackle.  Posting.  Route 
Rail  to  Invershin,  where  carriage  will 
be  in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inchnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


LAIRG,  N.B. 

SUTHERLAND  ARMS  HOTEL 

Famed  for  its  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Angling 
on  Lochs  Shin,  Fuarloch,  Beannoch  and  various 
other  waters ;  also  Salmon  and  Grilse  on  River 
Shin.  Being  beautifully  situated  amidst  grand 
scenery  at  east  of  Loch  Shin,  it  is  much 
frequented  by  health  and  pleasure  seekers  from 
all  parts.  Postal  and  telegraphic  offices  next 
door.    'Bus  attends  all  trains. 

WM.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


THE  ROSSES  FISHERY, 

Dungloe,  CO.  Donegal. 

BOYLE'S  HOTEL.  Excellent  White  and  Brown 
Trout ;  .also  one  of  the  best  Salmon  rivers  in 
Ireland,  the  famous  Crolly  and  Lough  Anure, 
which  is  now  i)art  of  tlie  Rosses  Fishery,  thanks 
to  the  generosity  of  John  Herdman,  Es(i. 
Boyle's  Hotel  has  been  fitted  up  will  all  modern 
designs,  and  commands  a  fine  view  of  Dungloe 
Bay.  There  are  over  102  louglis,  good  boats  and 
men,  as  well  ns  the  above-named  Salmon  river. 
Charges  moderate'.  Boyle's  Hotel  is  situated  in 
the  real  Highlands  of  DonegJfl. 


SUTHERLAND  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Scourie,  via  Lairgr,  N.B. 

Finely  situated  amidst  romantic  scenery,  and 
close  to  the  famed  Island  of  Handa,  the  haunt 
of  myriads  of  sea  birds.  Numerous  excellent 
lochs  and  streams  free  for  all  kinds  of  angling. 
Capital  sea  fishing.  Experienced  gillies.  Daily 
postal  communicatioa.  Attractive  outings  by 
boats  or  conveyances.  Posting. 

Direct  Route  :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  mail 
coach  or  hire.  Glasgow  steamers  call  weekly 
at  Badcall,  a  few  miles  off. 

JI.  E.  ROSS,  Proprietor. 


SPLENDID 

SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING 

At  Kajana,  North  Finland, 

Season  from  1st  June  to  20th  September. 
Excellent  New  Hotel,  terms  very  moderate. 
Beautiful  scenery.  Fishing  permits  are  obtained 
from  the  Finland  Steamship  Co.,  Helsingfors, 
it  a  charge  of  2s.  6d.  per  rod  per  day.  The 
R.M.S.  "Arcturus"or  "Polaris"  leave  Hull 
svery  Saturday  for  Helsingfors,  return  fare 
Srst  class,  £8.  Further  particulars  may  be 
ihtained  from  John  Good  &  Sons.  Hull.  Aeents. 


FISHING. 


GOLF. 


SHOOTING. 


Udny  Arms,  Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

Under  distin^ished  patronage.    The  Crown  Prince  of 
Siam  ;  the  Nobility  and  Gentry. 

This  Hotel,  situated  near  the  estuary  of  the  river 
Ythan,  so  much  famed  for  its  Sea  Trout  F'ishings, 
is  an  ideal  anglers'  rendezvous  and  recuperating 
home.  Bracing  air,  pure  water,  and  good 
sanitation.  Accommodation  July,  August,  and 
September  not  nearly  equal  to  demand.  Rooms 
booked  in  the  order  applied  for.  Fine  Golf 
Course.  Tariff  moderate.  F'urClier  particulars 
from  proprietor,  J.  RITCHIE.  Telegrams  : 
"Ritchie,  Newburgh,  Aberdeen."  E.xtract  froni 
visitors'  book—"  The  sea  trout  fishing  here  from 
the  bank  is  as  good  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with 
in  Norway,  Ireland,  or  elsewhere.  _ 
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SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

The  Summer  Holiday  Number  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  will  be  published  on  Saturday  next,  July  19. 
The  special  feature  will  be  an  Illustrated  Supplement, 
on  Art  Paper,  showing  the  interest  taken  in  angling  by 
our  Royal  Family. 

Adveetisements  intended  for  this  number  should 
(to  ensure  insertion)  arrive  by  Monday,  July  14, 
addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

Yoii  must  be  content  to  lose  a  fly  if  you  mean  to  catch 
a  trout. 


It  is  very  pleasant  to  have  reminders  from  old 
friends,  and  it  mav  interest  others  to  know  that 
Mr.  J.  J.  Musgrave  (for  many  years  secretary  to  the 
Weston-super-Mare  Angling  Society,  and  whose  por- 
trait has  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  "Album  of 
Anglers"),  has,  on  leaving  for  professional  duties 
in  Devizes,  been  presented  with  a  handsome  testi- 
monial in  recognition  of  the  good  work  he  did  as 
secretary  of  the  club.  He  is  an  expert  angler,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  the  same  energy  will  be  brought  to 
bear  among  his  brother  anglers  in  his  new  sphere  of 
labour.  Kestooking  was  his  strong  point,  and  trout 
hatching  in  Lincolnshire  is  much  indebted  to  his 
efforts. 


I  HAVE  often  fished  the  pretty  Kelvedon  waters 
belonging  to  the  Gresham  Angling  Society,  and  hope 
to  be  at  Chesham  to  take  part  in  the  casting  tourna- 
ment on  Saturday  (to-day).  On  Tuesday  last  a  lively 
discussion  took  place  at  the  Manchester  Hotel,  when 
every  member  present  agreed  with  Mr.  Emery's  reso- 
lution to  maintain  the  stock  of  fish  in  all  their  waters. 
They  believe  in  the  old  doctrine,  that  "if  fish  are 
taken  out  fish  must  be  put  in."  To  this  end  (see  advt. 
on  p.  viii.)  the  society  is  asking  for  tenders  for  chub 
and  brown  trout. 


QUEBIES  OF  THE  SeA. 

Who  that  has  chipped  and  lost — 
Called  and  got  beaten  out  of  sight — 

(For  some  must  lose  that  others  may  gain) 

Has  not  recalled  that  old  refrain : 
"  Chips  that  pass  in  the  night  ?  " 

Who  that  in  youthful  days 

Took  neighbours'  apples  just  for  fun 
(For  those  there  are  who  do  such  things). 
But  in  his  later  wisdom  sings 

Of  the  bark  that  made  him  run  ? 

Who  that  has  stood  in  line. 

While  the  pop  of  the  beer  cork:  echoes  afar, 
(For  some  will  do  what  all  should  not) 
Hasn't  oft'-times  sea-renely  thought 

Of  schooners  that  cross  the  bar  ? 

Who  that  in  folly's  time 

Hag  kissed  a  girl  and  paid  the  tax, 
(For  this  is  sport  that  never  palls) ; 
But  in  his  heart,  a  sofa  calls 

A  harbour  for  little  smacks? 

— The  Republican  Journal. 


Mr.  p.  H.  Amphlett  has  just  brought  out  a  very 
useful  sixpenny  brochure,  entitled,  "  Everybody's 
Book  on  Angling."  It  is  published  by  W.  R.  Russell 
<fc  Co.,  5a,  Paternoster-row,  London,  E.G.,  and  is 
profusely  illustrated.  Both  tyro  and  expert  will  find 
some  very  useful  hints,  showing  the  habits  and  haunts 
of  fish,  how  to  catch  them,  and  what  tackle  and  bait 
to  use ;  Thames  angling  described,  and  hints  given 
as  to  the  fishing  on  the  broads  and  rivers  of  Norfolk 
and  Suffolk,  with  useful  information  a3  to  sea  fishing. 


Our  Littleport  correspondent  says  that  the  bream 
are  "  on,"  and  that  a  perch  of  21b.  3oz.  has  been  taken. 
At  the  end  of  last  season  two  perch  were  taken,  one 
weighing  41b.  and  the  other  3Jlb. 


Mh.  a.  G.  Rowbll,  of  1,  Gloucester-terrace,  Wey- 
mouth, will  be  pleased  to  answer  any  inquiry,  or  give 
information  personally,  regarding  the  fishing,  and 
introduce  them,  if  desired,  to  reliable  boatmen. 


Mr.  W.  McBride,  writing  from  Teddington,  says  that 
the  barbel  have  come  "  well  on,"  Mr.  Sinibaldi  taking 
sixteen  one  morning,  largest  71b. ;  Mr.  Hemingway, 
eight;  and  W.  McBride,  in  two  days,  sixteen:  Mr. 
Sinibaldi  three  small  trout.  Yet  another  discordant 
note.  He  continues:  "Fishing  with  J.  Islip  last 
week  at  Benson  Weir  Pool,  Thames,  a  place  we  have 
fished  for  years,  the  mill-owner  ordered  us  away,  and 
informed  us  were  trespassing ;  and  on  going  to_  the 
Conservancy  they  told  me,  providing  he  nad  got  it  in 
his  deeds,  he  had  a  perfect  right  to  do  so,  so  anybody 
going  to  fish  Benson  in  future,  I  am  afraid,  will  have 
to  get  a  permit." 


I  HEAR  from  Mr.  G.  W.  Griffiths  (of  the  Frensham 
Pond  Hotel)  that  some  good  fish  are  being  taken  from 
his  lake.  Tench  are  beginning  to  show  up,  and  several 
of  2Jlb.  have  been  captured.  One  angler,  using  what 
must  have  been  a  "  last  year's  line,"  got  smashed  up 
completely.  No  doubt  he  had  hooked  a  large  carp. 
Some  fine  trout  are  also  being  taken  on  a  mile  of  well 
stocked  and  preserved  trout  water.  I  hope  shortly  to 
visit  this  beautiful  fishing  resort. 


Messbb.  a.  Trehkbne  &  Co.  are  about  to  bring  out 
a  sixpenny  edition  of  Mr.  Douglas  Sladen's  "My  Son 
Richard  :  a  romance  of  the  Thames  between  Maiden- 
head and  Marlovv."  The  picture  on  the  cover  will  be 
the  famous  reach  below  Cookham  Bridge,  with  "  My 
Son  Richard"  punting  across  it. 


"  Angler,"  writing  from  The  Hotel,  Poxford,  says : 
"  Sport  here  for  the  last  week  has  been  very  good ; 
Mr.  P.  J.  Coghlan  killed  seventeen  grilse  and  four 
springers  ;  Mr.  Belson  landed  eleven  grilse  in  two  days 
and  several  large  baskets  of  trout." 


"  Travellers  see  strange  [things."  Yes  ;  I've  seen 
a  dog  with  two  tails  (ind  he  did  look  pleased),  a  swan 
with  two  necks,  a  lamb  with  five  legs,  and  several  other 
"monstrosities"  or  "freaks"  of  nature.  I  never  go 
out  now  digging  worms,  aided  with  a  lantern  and  a 
watering  can,  but  I  have  received  in  my  various  con- 
signments several  very  peculiar,  I  may  say  fearfully 
and  wonderfully  made,  worms.  I  have  had  them  with 
two  tails  and  a  little  'uuiin  ;  goldfish  with  three  tails 
— several  with  two ;  and  now  I  hear  that  Mr.  Gold, 
rod  and  tackle  manufacturer,  of  Oakley-street,  Lam- 
beth, has  in  his  possession  a  double-breasted  (I  mean 
double-tailed)  lob-worm,  all  alive  oh !  It  was  a 
Nottingham  worm — it  was  an'  all. 


Now,  on  referring  to  my  diary,  I  note  that  a  similar 
wriggler  was  illustrated  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
March  7,  1891.  Mr.  0.  T.  Brown,  of  Burton-on-Trent, 
found  it  among  the  parcel  he  received  when  going 


Me.  Sid  Ransom  (of  the'  Lychnobites)  writes  :— 
"Dear  Drag., — Anent  that  mushroom  story  that  ap- 
peared in  your  issue  of  June  21.  I  have  it,  as  a  fact 
(and  can  give  you  names  of  eye-witnesses),  that  one 
was  taken  out  of  a  sewer  in  Old-street,  St.  Luke's, 
some  twenty  years  ago  weighing  nearly  half  a  hundred- 
weight. The  sewer  had  become  blocked  and  investiga- 
tion brought  to  light  this  extraordinary  phenomenon. 
A  trolley  was  procured  (after  it  had  been  chopped  down) 
and  my  informant  tells  me  that  the  (then)  rector  of 
St.  Mark's  Church  and  others  cut  slices  from  it  and 
found  it  delicious." 


Keeper:  "Now,  then;  you  know  you  ain't  got  no 
right 'ere.  This  water  is  preserved."  Angler  (sniffing)  : 
"  Preserved,  is  it  ?  I — I  should  hardly  have  expected 
such  a  remark'from  you  judging  from  the  dark,  dank, 
dismal  effluvia  which  is  assailing  my  olfactory  nerves." 


A  FINE  Kennet  trout  of  7ilb.  was  caught  last 
week  by  a  Newbury  butcher-boy,  angling  from  his 
master's  meadow,  in  which  fat  steers,  etc.,  temporarily 
grazed  before  being  driven  into  the  slaughter-house. 
Pishing  with  a  stick  and  a  bit  of  cord  and  gut-hook 
in  the  "  trouty "  tail-water  of  the  West  Mills,  the 
butcher-boy  hooked  the  fish  and  landed  it  too.  A 
brace  of  fine  trout  have,  says  "  Rus,"  been  also  landed 
from  the  same  water,  the  anglers  fishing  from  the 
private  gardens  bordering  the  stream. 


fishing,  and  sent  it  to  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  who 
pronounced  it  "a  fine  specimen."  The  drawing 
represents  actual  size.  Query :  If  the  tail  of  one  lob 
often  accounts  for  a  good  fish,  how  many  fish  might 
be  expected  when  twin  tails  are  used  ? 


It  appears  that  ]\Iargate  is  inot  quite  so  full  of 
visitors  just  now  as  it  usually  is  at  this  season  of  the 
year.  The  fishermen  attribute  the  lack  of  patronage 
to  the  ignorance  of  Londoners  who  refuse  to  believe 
that  the  dainty  shrimp  feeds  itself  into  form  before 
the  end  of  July.  "  Yet,"  said  a  shrimper,  gloomily, 
"  we  have  been  having  good  catches  this  month  past 
and  sending  'em  to  seaside  places  wot  pretends  to 
grow  shrimps  and  can't.    It's  sickening !  " 


A  Summer  iDitty. 
Sunny,  silken-robed  Summer, 

Full  of  laughter,  full  of  mirth. 
Gilds  the  heavens  with  her  glories. 

With  her  bounties  fills  the^earth. 

All  the  sky  is  bright  with  sunshine ; 

All  the  soil  is  sweet  with  showers  ; 
All  the  trees  are  white  with  blossom ; 

All  the  fields  are  full  of  flowers. 

All  the  prancing  brooks  are  prattling 

To  the  dog-rose  on  the  banks, 
Bending  to  the  washing  waters. 

Bending,  kissing,  nodding  thanks. 

All  the  lusty  trout  are  sporting 
In  the  shallows  and  the  deeps. 

Darting  where  the  sunlight  dances. 
Resting  where  the  shadow  sleeps. 

In  the  wood  the  throstle  whistles  : 
On  the  tree  the  squirrel  swings ; 

In  the  street  the  sparrow  twitters ; 
In  the  lea  the  laverock  sings. 

On  the  hills  the  sheep  arc  bleating. 
While  the  herdsmen  sing  their  songs  ; 

In  the  dales  the  ass  is  braying, 

While  the  school  bell  dings  and  dongs. 

Birds  are  singing,  cattle  lowing. 
Horses  neighing  out  their  praise, 

Ploughmen  whistling,  shepherds  playing 
On  the  reeds  of  happiness. 

Myriad  swarms  of  insect  armies 
Skirmish  o'er  the  sweating  streams ; 

Bees  are  busy  in  the  brambles ; 
Morning  works,  and  evening  dreams. 

— SWITHIN  S.  SWITHAINE. 

(From  "  A  Divan  of  the  Dales.") 


A  i^iKE  of  15 Jib.,  in  good  condition,  was  taken  on 
June  25  from  "  an  old  mere  pond "  near  Market 
Weighton,  Yorks,  by  Mr.  M.  Derrick.  The  bait  was  a 
small  roach  on  a  Crocodile  spinner.  Judging  from  the 
photograph  sent  for  inspection  it  was  a  very  nice  fish. 


Mr.  G.  H.  Franklin  writes :  "  Some  rudd  (in  fine 
condition),  taken  from  the  river  Arun,  were  shown  at 
the  Rose  and  Crown,  Goswell-road,  recently.  They 
are  the  first  I  have  heard  of  being  taken  from  this 
river,  and  should  like  to  know  if  any  other  angler 
remembers  having  taken  any.  Some  good  roach  up  to 
21b.  and  bream  of  41b.  and  upwards  are  now  being  had." 
[I  cannot  say  that  I  ever  heard  of  rudd  from  the  Arun. 
Mr.  Wade  will  let  us  know,  perhaps.] 


The  first  flower  show  of  the  year  will  be  held  at 
the  Royal  Aquarium  next  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
(July  15  and  16),  when  a  great  display  of  sweet  peas  is 
promised  by  the  National  Sweet  Pea  Society.  The 
show  will  be  held  in  the  main  hall,  and  will  not 
interfere  with  the  popular  entertainments  which  take 
place,  on  the  great  central  stage. 

The  particulars  of  a  very  interesting  competition  are 
being  arranged  by  the  London  Anglers'  Association. 
The  piice  de  resistance  is  a  shield  valued  at  £35,  which 
will  be  finished  in  a  few  days,  and  on  July  24  at 
8  p.m.  it  will  be  on  view  at  the  Blue  Anchor,  Chanoe- 
street,  Bethnal  Green-road,  Shoreditoh, 

The  Smiths  I  are  1  everywhere.  'In  Italy  they  are 
called  "  Smithi "  ;  in  Holland,  "  Schmidt " ;  in  Russia, 
"  Smitowski "  ;  in  Spain,  "  Smithus  "  ;  in  Poland, 
"  Sohmitsweiski "  ;  and  in  Mexico,  "  Smitri."  In 
England  the  Smiths  are  the  most  numerous  of  all 
families ;  but  in  Ireland  they  are  content  to  rank  fifth, 
after  Murphy,  .Kelly,  Sullivan,  and  Walsh. 


"  There  are  many  things  in  this  world  to  which  we 
must  shut  our  eyes,  my  son."  "  Yes,  pa,  and  soap  is 
one  of  them." 


The  "tight  little,  right  little"  Deal  lugger.  The 
British  Sea  Angler  (launched  on  June  13,  1891),  is  up 
for  sale.  Particulars  will  be  found  on  p.  viii.  I  was 
present  at  the  launch,  and  with  Tom  and  Harry  Norris 
as  first  and  second  hands,  and  Ned  Hanger  at  the 
helm,  we  sailed  for  the  Goodwins,  where  the  Hazel- 
bank  was  wrecked  on  Oct.  28,  1890.  The  company 
included  Mrs.  H.  Ball,  Dr.  Patterson,  Messrs.  H.  and 
A.  Ball,  Tautz,  Taylor,  Zaehnsdorf,  and  SjTnonds.  Tea 
and  cake  were  served  on  board,  the  rods  got  into  action, 
and  some  good  fish  captured.  The  return  home  for 
Deal  was  a  pleasant  one,  and  the  next  day  found 
several  ardent  anglers  in  the  new  boat  ofl  Ramsgate, 
where  flat-fish  and  whiting  were  tolerably  plentiful. 
I  have  only  sailed  in  her  twice  since  then,  and  hope 
that  the  new  owner,  or  owners,  will,  whether  summer 
or  winter,  reserve  a  seat  for  Dbaonbt, 
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must  arrive  hij  first  post  on  Thursday  viaming. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  large  number  of  our  clubs  are  holding  their  half- 
yearly  meetings  and  arranging  for  their  annual 
contests.  Several  bye  contests  have  been  fished, 
both  on  rivers  and  canals.  The  newly  formed 
Hockley  Piscatorials  fished  their  first  contest  on 
Saturday(  July  5)  last  in  the  river  Severn  at  Bewdley. 
Sport  on  the  whole  has  been  very  good.  The  best 
fishing  has  been  obtained  at  the  pools  and  reservoirs 
near  to  the  city.  Earlswood  Reservoir  has  been 
fished,  and  some  good  catches  have  been  had,  one 
subscriber  taking  over  301b.  of  roach  and  bream 
on  Friday  last.  Some  good  roach  have  been 
taken  from  the  Corporation  water  at  Gravelly 
HiU,  one  angler  taking  forty  roach  last  week,  all  of 
a  good  size.  Some  good  catches  of  dace  and  roach 
have  been  had  from  the  Severn,  but  sport  has  been 
very  quiet  on  the  Avon.  Some  good  catches  of  dace 
have  been  taken  from  the  River  Penk  and  from  the 
River  Alne  at  Aston  Cantlow.  The  Provincial  Angling 
Association  have  decided  to  make  the  White  Swan, 
Edmund-street,  their  future  headquarters.  Several  of 
our  clubs  have  decided  to  remove,  and  the  sanction  of  the 
committee  has  been  obtained  for  the  Belmont  Society 
to  remove  from  the  White  Swan,  Legge-street,  to  the 
Brunswick  Hotel,  Lancaster-street ;  and  the  Albion 
Society,  Greet,  have  been  granted  permission  to  remove 
to  the  New  Inns.  I  hear  that  the  St.  George's  Society 
are  about  to  change  their  place  of  meeting.  The 
Birmingham  Association  are  busy  making  arrange- 
ments for  their  annual  contest.  The  benevolent 
contest  will  be  fished  on  Saturday,  July  12. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Bream  fishing  is  now  being  prosecuted  with  much 
vigour  and  with  remarkable  success.  Especially  is  this 
the  case  on  the  Witham,  where  some  prodigious  bags 
have  been  made  on  the  middle  and  lower  reaches. 
The  best  resort  is  undoubtedly  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Dogdyke,  at  the  point  where  the  waters  of  the 
Sleaford  Canal  join  the  main  river.  Here  bags 
weighing  in  the  aggregate  from  30Ib.  to  401b.  have 
been  made  by  individual  rods,  and  many  single  fish 
have  weighed  up  to  51b.  Capital  sport  has  also  been 
obtained  in  the  deeps  near  the  Grand  Sluice  at  Boston. 
Forty-foot  subscribers  continue  to  devote  their  atten- 
tion to  eels.  Trout  fishing  is  now  being  generally 
followed,  but  the  streams  ate  too  low  and  clear  to 
admit  of  much  being  done  with  the  fly. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  bright  sunshine  and  cloudless  skies  of  last  week 
were  not  conducive  to  much  sport  in  this  district,  and 
the  top  stretches  of  the  river  Hull  were  getting  rather 
low  and  clear  for  want  of  rain,  and  weeds,  growing  in 
abundance,  making  fishing  difficult  in  some  parts.  Very 
little  fly  fishing  has  been  done,  but  the  minnows 
and  worms  have  accounted  for  a  few  nice  trout 
and  perch,  the  best  fish  of  the  past  week  being  a 
trout  of  over  31b.  A  few  nice  roach  and  dace  have 
been  taken  in  the  vicinity  of  Hempholme,  and 
below  the  Lock.  The  Central  Hull  Angling  Asso- 
ciation, fished  a  match  and  did  fairly  well,  Mr.  Fred 
Phillipson  taking  the  first  prize.  Some  fair  sized 
jack  have  been  taken  between  Watton  Beckend  and 
Arram,  best  fish  scaling  81b.,  and  at  Hull  Bridge. 
Amongst  other  fish,  Mr.  W.  Ward  took  a  nice  trout  of 
over  lib.  The  West  Hull  A.  A;  visited  Brigg  on 
June  30  for  their  first  match  of  the  season,  and  fished 
the  river  Ancholme  near  Broughton  Bridge,  but  only 
met  with  poor  results,  the  fish  running  very  small.  Mr. 
T.  Barber  was  first  prize  winner.  The  Wednesday  A.C., 
of  Hull,  fished  a  match  in  the  vicinity  of  Brigg 
on  July  2,  when  Mr.  W.  Chapman  took  first  prize. 
The  Universal  A. A.  fish  their  second  match  on  the 
Ancholme,  at  Saxby  Bridge,  on  July  17,  and  on  July  19 
the  Hull  Preservation  Society  fish  their  Annual  Open 
Match  and  "  Turner  "  Challenge  Cup  Competition  at 
}  Ferriby  Sluice  on  the  Ancholme. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

^  Reports  from  our  rivers  are  so  uninteresting  that 
they  are  not  worth  anything  beyond  a  passing  word, 
and  that  word  is  disappointment.    The  Bollin,  a  river 
looked  upon  as  one  of  ours,  and  very  much  fished  by 
I  our  rods,  continues  to  fish  well  early  and  late  in  the 
I  day.    To-day  the  great  Wigan  match  is  being  decided 
at  Worsley.     The  Gorton    anglers  at  Bollington 
disposed    of    all    their    prizes,    the    first  going 
I  to   Mr.    J.    Stevenson.    iThe    Clifton    anglers  at 
Worsley     awarded     all     their    prizes,    the  first 
I  going  to  Mr.   J.   Oratton.    The  Tyldesley  Associa- 
j  tion  at  Astley  did  well,  every  rod  taking  fish.    An  old 
!  hand,  Mr.  R.  Davies,  heads  the  prize  list  with  a  good 
weight.    The  Swinton  and  Hulton  Societies  were  due 
I  out  last  week-end. at  Boothstown,  but  modestly  withhold 
j  the  report.    On  Saturday  next,  July  12,  the  Junior 
i  Championship  will  be  decided  at  Worsley.    At  War- 

I 


rington  great  preparations  are  being  made  for  important 
matches  during  the  next  few  weeks.  The  assistant 
general  secretary  hopes  to  resume  his  duties  from 
to-day  after  a  busy  timo.  At  Liverpool,  as  usual,  a 
lot  of  news  is  flying  about,  the  City  Association's 
half-yearly  meeting  and  presentation  of  prizes,  etc. 
Special  meetings,  matches,  etc.  are  items  as  thick  as 
bees,  and  the  results  are  marvellously  different. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

A  city  rod  last  week-end  on  the  Corwen  length  of 
the  Dee  by  the  green  professor  chiefly,  secured  thirty 
brace  of  trout.  A  party  of  local  rods  recently  returned 
from  the  Shetland  Islands  report  glorious  sport,  their 
only  regret  being  that  the  fishing  is  not  nearer  home. 
The  Ben  Brierley  Angling  Society  paid  a  visit  to 
Broken  Cross  last  week-end,  and  disposed  of  their  ten 
prizes,  Mr.  J.  Holmes  taking  the  first.  The  George 
Angling  Society  had  poor  sport  at  Poynton,  and  after  an 
extra  hour  disposed  of  six  prizes,  Mr.  G.  Robinson 
taking  the  first.  The  Bradford  Teetotallers  report 
wretched  sport  at  Irlam  on  their  opening  day,  and  on 
the  second  day  at  Poynton  the  first  prize  went  for 
2ioz.  to  Mr.  J.  Maokay.  The  Duke  of  Cambridge 
Angling  Society  had  no  difficulty  in  awarding  all  their 
prizes  at  Althorpe,  Mr.  Sharpies  securing  premier 
honours.  The  Buckland  Anglers  have  a  two  days' 
match  on  July  16  and  19.  Fifty-six  rods  competed  in 
the  Hulme  Crown  match,  and  thirty-eight  caught 
fish.  Twenty-one  prizes  were  offered,  the  first  going 
to  Mr.  W.  Fletcher.  The  Ardwick  Angling  Society 
are  due  at  Crowle  to-morrow.  A  saloon  has  been  pro- 
vided and  leaves  London-road  Station  at  6.30  a.m. 
The  West  Salford  Angling  Association  report  most 
satisfactory  progress,  and  what  is  all  the  more  pleasing, 
it  is  without  doubt  the  result  of  good  management. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  there  is  much  doing  on  the 
Trent.  The  river  has  receded  to  summer  height,  and 
in  parts  the  rapid  and  extensive  growth  of  the  bottom 
weed  has  seriously  handicapped  the  operations  of 
anglers,  especially  those  accustomed  to  throw  from  the 
banks.  Visitors  to  Shardlow  and  Cavendish  Bridge 
have  taken  varied  bags — all,  with  one  or  two  excep- 
tions, small — but  it  is  believed  that  before  long  the 
shoals  of  barbel  inhabiting  the  waters  will  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  accept  the  worm  in  goodly  numbers. 
Barbel  were  killed  on  Saturday  (July  5)  by  punt 
anglers  at  Wilford  bridge,  and  some  fine  fish  have 
fallen  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  A.  Sewell  in  the  Holme 
Pierrepont  stretch.  Others  have  shown  sport  from 
the  opposite  hank,  or  in  the  Colwick  Park  waters 
below  the  weirs.  Numbers  of  eels  have  fallen 
to  the  ledgering  process,  with  worm,  on  most 
reaches  of  the  river.  I  hear  that  the  grand 
sheet  of  water  (Trent  Lake)  has,  in  part,  been  poisoned, 
or,  rather,  thousands  of  its  fish,  by  gas  lime  being 
tipped  into  it.  The  lake  is  the  property  of  the  Mid- 
laud  Railway  Company,  and  is  leased  for  a  term  of 
years  by  Mr.  C.  Kenrick  Jones,  surveyor,  etc.,  of 
Carlton  Chambers,  Victoria-street, (Nottingham. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  very  hot  during  the  week,  and 
not  many  rods  have  been  out.  The  rivers  are  getting 
low  and  fine,  and  the  fish  have  been  off  the  feed.  A 
fair  number  of  roach  have  been  taken  with  the  stewed 
wheat,  both  in  the  Severn  and  Avon,  but  they  are  not 
in  condition  yet,  and  indeed  some  have  not  yet 
spawned.  Chub  fishing  again  has  been  very  indifferent. 
Neither  fly  nor  bottom  bait  would  tempt  them  ;  best 
sport  has  been  had  with  the  cockroach,  etc. 
Trout  fishing  very  slow.  Mr.  A.  Shrimpton  had  a 
few  good  ones  from  under  Camp  weir  on  the  Severn, 
and  some  fair  baskets  have  been  taken  in  the  Teme 
with  the  fly.  The  Sabrina  Club  held  their  first  com- 
petition at  Pershore,  on  the  Avon,  on  Saturday  last, 
but  the  take  of  fish  was  very  small.  The  York  House 
Club  had  their  competition  at  Lenchford  on  July  6. 
Sport  was  chiefly  among  the  eels.  Mr.  Brigg  was  1st, 
E.  Tyler  2ad,  Mr.  Payne  3rd.  The  most  enjoyable 
part  was  the  splendid  ride  up  the  river  in  the  steam- 
boat, Lady  Alwyn. 

FROM  YORKijAND  DISTRICT. 

As  an  outcome  of  the  match  fished  at  West  Colling- 
with  on  Saturday  (July  5),  by  the  kind  permission  of  Mr. 
Dunnington-Jefierson,  the  members  of  the  Melbourne 
Angling  Club  held  a  smoker  at  the  Melbourne  Hotel 
the  other  night.  Out  of  twenty-four  competitors 
twenty  weighed  in,  but  the  catches  only  ruled  small, 
Mr.  Lockwood  taking  the  first  prize  with  fish  weighing 
lib.  4Joz.,  while  Mr.  Bolton  secured  the  second  with 
lib.  loz.  The  third  and  fourth  prizes  fell  to  Messrs. 
Ware  and  Giddall,  who  caught  13Joz.  and  12ioz. 
respectively.  Messrs.  Leonard,  Keech,  J.  Crow, 
Fairweather,  Butler,  Brooks,  Bristow,  Blanchard,  and 
others  took  prizes,  the  smallest  kill  being  credited  to 
Mr.  Brown  with  foz.  The  first  match  of  the  St. 
Dennis  A. A.  took  place  at  West  Collingwith.  The 
weather  was  favourable,  but  on  the  whole  the  catches 
were  small.  Mr.  J.  Todd  led  the  winners  who 
numbered  fourteen.    The  Inspector  to  the  Yorkshire 


Fishery  Board  is  investigating  a  case  of  alleged 
poisoning  of  fish  in  the  river  Wharfe  neat  Tadoaster. 
On  July  G,  between  Kirby  Church  and  Ulleskelf, 
hundreds  of  fish,  including  good  sized  salmon,  were 
seen  floating  on  the  surface  of  the  water  dead. 

NOTES:  FROM  IRELAND. 

On  favourable  days  sport  has  been  good  at  sea-trout  on 
Lough  Currane.  Flyfishing  accounted  for  the  majority 
of  the  fish.  Brown  trout  were  had  in  average  numbers. 
On  Watervillo  river  a  few  peal  and  trout  have  been 
had.  On  the  Waterville  upper  lakes  sport  has  been 
fairly  good.  August  is  goaerally  the  best  month. 
The  rivers  Inny  and  Cummeragh  are  running  low  and 
sport  has  been  slack.  At  Killarney  salmon  anglers 
did  fairly  well,  though  sport  was  not  quite  up  to 
anticipation.  Brown  trout  are  being  had  in  gener- 
ally good  .numbers  on  all  the  Killarney  waters. 
The  Cork  rivers  have,  on  the  whole,  yielded  fair  or 
average  sport,  and  the  prospects  all  round  on  those 
watersiare  good.  As  regards  sea-fishing,  good  sport  is 
now  being  had  at  Waterville,  Ballinskelligs,  Valentia, 
and  Dingle,  in  the  county  Kerry,  and  at  Ballycotton, 
Castletown,  and  other  stations  in  the  county  Cork. 


^ofcs  from  f^e  "ilorfl^. 

Onk  of  thelfinest  runs  of  salmon  and  grilse  is  being 
met  with  on  the  east  coast  of  Scotland.  Prices  fell  to 
8Jd.  for  grilse  in  the  Aberdeen  market,  a  point  which 
has  not  been  reached  for  seven  or  eight  years. 


With  the  July  heats  the  rivers  and  streams  are 
beginning  to  dry  up.  Clear  water  worming,  however, 
is  now  so  general  that  when  the  fly  is  off  the  best 
baskets  are  made  after  this  fashion,  and  anglers 
prejudiced  against  the  worm  otherwise  are  now  learn- 
ing the  art.   

Nowhere  has  the  news  of  the  King's  recovery  been 
more  eagerly  anticipated  and  the  bulletins  scanned 
than  at  the  gates  of  Balmoral,  where  they  are  regularly 
posted.   

Old  Sandy  Ingram  has  been  gillie,  keeper,  and  fly-tier 
at  Aboyne  for  over  forty  years,  and  has  met  with  as 
many  anglers  as  any  other  in  the  run  of  the  valley. 
But  Sandy  feels  that  he  can  no  longer  do  justice  to  his 
employers,  and,  packing  his  traps,  he  left  last  Monday 
to  try  his  fortune  elsewhere. 


The  Shetland  Islands  are  now  being  well  patronised, 
and  every  day  fresh  batches  of  anglers  are  making 
tracks  for  the  sea-trout  season,  i which  promises  to  be  a 
good  one.   

The  Ythan  tidal  is  now  the  favoured  spot  for  sea- 
trout  anglers  in  the  north-east.  It  is  twelve  miles 
from  Aberdeen,  is  a  compact  little  village  with  one  of 
the  most  comfortable  angling  hotels,  (the  Udney  Arms) 
in  the  north  of  Scotland. 


Many  anglers  are  asking  for  a  bracing  climate  with 
good  finnock  and  sea-trout  fishing.  Any  of  the  spots 
in  the  north-east  and  north  of  Scotland  yield  this, 
such  as  Newbury,  Conden  Bay,  the  Ugie  and  the 
Findhorn,  etc.   

"Welcomes  home"  are  now  the  order  of  the  day, 
both  to  officers  and  men  returning  from  the  front. 
When  the  officers,  as  in  the  cases  of  Captain  Ogston 
(Aberdeen),  Lord  Lovat  (Beauly),  etc.,  happen  to  be 
lairds  and  sportsmen  to  boot,  the  welcome  assumes 
all  the  greater  proportions.  Special  Scotch. 


HOW  SHARKS  ARE  GOT  RID  OF  IN 
AUSTRALIAN  WATERS. 


The  following  method  was  described  by  an  Australian 
visitor  to  the  Bernese  Oberland  last  winter  : — Where 
sharks  have  become  a  constant  terror,  destroying  the 
safety  of  bathing  in  certain  lovely  colonial  bays,  adding 
also  to  the  horrors  of  boating  accidents,  their  numbers 
are  kept  down  in  a  way  so  effectual  as  to  merit  adoption 
on  a  larger  scale  by  the  Government.  A  wire  is 
stretched  from  the  shore  and  baited  with  a  piece  of 
carrion  enclosing  a  small  charge  of  dynamite.  The 
bait  is  rudely  seized  and  at  this  moment  the  charge 
is  exploded,  blowing  the  shark's  head  off — as  painless 
a  method  as  any  other  by  which  he  could  be  done 
away  with.  A  small  staff  thus  employed  by  the 
authorities  would  rid  the  popular  seaside  resorts  of 
these  pests  after  a  time.  The  predatory  manners  and 
customs  of  sharks  and  crocodiles  may  vary  in  different 
places.  At  Aden  I  saw  large  sharks  close  to  the  ship, 
where  shortly  afterwards  the  water  was  alive  with 
"  Make-dive-saheb  "  Somali  boys  retrieving  small  coins 
thrown  over  at  the  opposite  side  of  the  vessel,  but 
these  boys  I  was  told  they  never  touch.  Again  at 
Burwani,  on  the  Nerbudda  river,  I  joined  the  hospit- 
able Political  Officer's  daily  sundown  swimming  party 
on  a  reserved  ferry  boat  in  mid-stream,  whence  bathing 
could  be  practised  in  perfect  safety  but  only  at  the 
"  ghat,"  the  river  above  and  below  the  crossing  place 
being  infested  with  dangerous  "  muggers,"  as  the  local 
crocodilia  are  commonly  called.  Benwtax. 
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ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   EISUIN^G   QUARTERS,  &g. 


SLIGACHAN  HOTEL 

ISLE  OF  SKYE. 

Beautifully  situated  at  the  Foot  of  the  Cuchnllin 
Hills.  Parties  living  in  the  Hotel  have  the 
privilege  of  good  Salmon,  Sea  and  Hrown  Trout 
Fishing,  during  May,  June,  and  July,  on  one  of 
the  hest  lochs  in  Skye.  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout 
Fishing  on  tlie  river  Sligachan ;  also  good  Loch 
and  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  free  of  charge.  Post 
and  Telegraph  Offices  in  the  Hotel.  Posting. 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "  Sharp,  Sligachan." 

WM.  SHARP,  Proprietor. 

TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  toot  of  Ben  Cniachan. 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent ;  twelve  miles  from  Olian  and  four 
from  loch  Awe.  S])leii(lid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  river  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  loch  Nant ;  i)ermission  to  fish 
the  river  Nant  (five  mile.s)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  oi)ened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Tayiiuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  tlie 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

0.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL,  KILREA,  co.  DERRY. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments, 
accommodation,  and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths  ; 
Billiards  ;  Suites  of  Rooms  ;  Vehicles  ;  Boats. 
New  Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglcis' 
board,  9/-  per  day.— Address,  Miss  McCallum, 
Manageress. 


RHICONICH  HOTEL 

Famous  Angling  Resort ;  SALMON  and  GRILSE 
ANGLING  on  Garbetbeg  and  river  Inchard,  by 
arrangement.  FREE  TROUT  FISHING  on 
upwards  of  twenty  lochs  abounding  with  Brown 
Trout,  some  with  Sea  Trout,  and  some  with 
Grilse.  Unlimited  SEA  FISHING.  Picturesque 
views  of  marine  and  mountain  scenery.  Posting. 
Boating  and  vehicular  excursions.  Fishing 
Tackle,  &c.  All  communications  promptly 
attended  to.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence 
Mail  Coach  or  Hire.  Glasgow  Steamers  call 
fortnightly.   Evan  Grant,  Proprietor.  


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Eggesford,  North  Devon. 

FISHING  FREE  to  HOTEL  GUESTS. 
Twenty  miles  preserved  water — Mid  Taw 
and  Little  Dart. 


WILLIAM  LITTLEWORTH,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CROES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
river  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  spc^rt  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  reciuest. 

T.  .1.  COTTKELL,  Proi>rietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  CORDON  ARMS  HOTEL 

Early  Trout  Fishing  on  the  celebrated 
Deveron,  with  chance  of  Salmon  ;  best 
months,  April  to  July.  Also  Angling 
on  the  rivers  Bogie  and  Isla  for  Trout. 
All  particulars  from  A.  B.  Grant,  Pro 
prietor. 


BETTYHILL,  SUTHERLAND. 

ANGLERS  should  visit  this  fine  fishing 
centre.  Numerous  good  TROUT 
LOCHS,  excellent  SEA  TROUT  FISH 
ING  in  estuary  of  the  famous  river 
Naver,  and  good  SEA  PISHING.  Boats 
on  all  lochs  free,  also  on  tidal  waters. 

Splendid  sands  and  sea  bathing. 
Eomantic  coast  scenery,  and  beautiful 
drives  and  walks  in  Strathnaver  and 
neighbourhood.    Apply — 

BETTYHILL    HOTEL,  by  THURSO,  N.B. 


Langholm. 

FJSmXO    Q  VA  RTEIiS  : 

ESKDALE  HOTEL 

(Temperance). 

SEND    rOR  TARIFF. 

WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London. 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.     En  pension  terms 
only  lOSi  6cl.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry. 


MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


ALL  PRESERVED,  on  river  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  BEST  in  Wales. 
Report  for  District,  1900  and  1901,  average  83  Salmon.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales 
on  draught  and  in  bottle.  Billiards  and  Posting. 

inclusive  Terms,  98.  a  day.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


Swaq  loleljenburyjorcesleistiie. 

HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

FREE  FISHING  for  Visitors  staying 
in  Hotel. 


LOCH  KATRINE-STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated  in  the  heart 
of  Rob  Roy's  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Gregor  being  in  close  proximity, 
and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  iinsurpassed.  The  fishing  ia  free  on  loch  Katrine,  loch  Clion,  and 
several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel  ;  excellent  boats  and  experienced  boatmen  are 
kept.  The  hfitel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and  Trossachs 
and  ioch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or  by  Aherfoyle 
and  Trossachs  and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and  steamers  by  these 
routes  during  the  season.   Post  and  telegraph  oftice  in  hotel. 

DONALD  FERGUSON,  Proprietor. 


CULAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANOSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire  ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat  from 
Glasgow  on  Mondays.  Wires:  "Gulag, 
Lochinver."  John  Mackenzie. 


THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS 

Salmon,  Sea,  &  Trout  Fishing. 

THE  GWEEDORE  RIVER  AND  FAMOUS 
LOUGH  ANURE. 

The  Hotel  is  on  the  very  bank  of  the  river  and 
within  a  few  minutes'  walk  of  best  Salmon 
pools,  and  within  2  miles  of  lake.  Excellent 
mountain  scenery ;  good  Sea  I'ishing  and 
Shooting.— Apply,  PROPRIETOR, 

Crolly  Bridge  Hotel,  Gweedore,  co.  Donegal. 

Telegrams  :  "Hotel,  Crolly,  Gweedore." 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loeh  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  on 

loch  Ness,  Free  to  Visitors  ;  also  TROUT 
FISHING  on  lochs  Farraline,  Garth, 
and  Bran.  Special  weekly  terms.  Post- 
ing.   Telegrams:  "  Hotel  Foyers." 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINOSBRIBaE,   S.  DEVON. 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance, 
8s.  6d.  per  day.  FISHING  for  Pike, 
Perch  and  Budd,  including  boats  and  bait. 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor, 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  JUiddleaex, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SizBS  OF  Fish, 


SALUTATION  HOTEL 

(RECENTLY  KKIiUILT  ANIl  ENLARGED), 

CARSPHAIRN. 

Land  of  the  Men  of  the  Moss  Haggs. 
Splendid  river  and  loch  Fishing.  Tennis 
Green.  Every  modern  convenience. 
Posting.  Telegraphic  Address,  "  Hotel, 
Carsphairn." 

Proprietress,  Mrs.  Mitchell. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  JAY,  KILLIN,  N.B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges : 
£1  per  Salmon.  Fishing  opened  16th 
January.  For  Boats,  apply  to  H,  J. 
Maibby,  Killin  Hotel,  EilUn,  N.B. 


Pike,  18  inch. 
Chub,  7  inch. 
Rudd,  6  inch. 
Tench,  8  inch. 
B  )ttom  Fishing 
Jack  Fishing 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  inch. 
Perch,  8  Inch. 
Gndgeon,  4  Inch. 

per  day  1/0 
  2/6 


THE  CELEBRATED 

FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Neap  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 


Situate  in  one  cf  the  most  delightful  spots  in 
England.    Now  in  all  its  summer  beauty. 

Sjyfi'x'lid    Fixhittg,    liontinff,  Piititing 
and  SdHiitg  on  oirn  I'fivnte  Z,a1ce,. 
mites   in    Ci miin/'ei'rncc 

TENCH  NOW  FEEDING  AND  LARGE 
FISH  NUMEROUS. 

Upwards  of  a  mile  of  well-stocked 
and  preserved  Trout  Stream. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3  gs.  per  week 
Inclusive.   Everything  supplied  of  Best 
Possible  Quality.   Moderate  Prices. 


Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses. 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 


Tariff  forwarded  on  application, 

O.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 
Telegramt:  "  Orifflths,  Frensham  Fond,  Surrey. 


GOOD  LAKE  AND  RIVER 
FISHING 

(Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  Eels) 
at  a  nominal  cost. 

SWAN  HOTEL 

THORNTHWAITE,  KESWICK. 

Three  minutes  from  lake.  Splendidly  situated  ; 
one  of  the  Hnest  views  in  lake  district  from  the 
hotel.  Terms,  6*'.  6rf.  per  day,  or  2  guineas  per 
week.    Special  terms  for  lisherinon. 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing  in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Particu- 
lars on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Eahi,  of  Carnaevon 
(rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  miles  Reserved   Trout  Fishing 
FREE  to  Hotel  Visitors. 

Hotel  adjoins  Oolf  Links,  Mineral  Springs 
and  Baths, 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HABT  MOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
in  Hotel  at  6s.  per  day.  Billiards ;  Posting ; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters  of  C.T.C., 
&c.— Address,  Proprietop. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALUNROBE,  CO,  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  11  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNEKS,  Proprietor. 


LOCHMADDY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  UlST. 

Best  I'ishing  in  Hebrides  for  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Brown  Trout.   Over  SO  lochs. 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  from 
25th  February  till  end  of  October. 
Excellent  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  on  all 
lochs.  Drawing  and  smoking  rooms. 
Hot,  cold,  and  salt  water  baths.  Posting. 
Daily  mails  via  Oban,  Mallaig,  and  Inver- 
ness. Telegraph  office.  Good  golf  course 
short  drive  from  Hotel. 

D.  MAGFADYEN. 


(LOCH  TAY), 
GLEN  DOCHART,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Dnchart, 
surrnun(le<l  by  wild.  pi(  turt's<iue  and  romantic  8ccneiy ; 
six  miles  from  the  lu;iil  of  loch  Tay.  and  one  mile 
from  Luib  Station  <'n  the  Callandar  and  Oban  Railway. 
Five  miles  of  ^n.nl  Siilnuin  and  Trout  Fishing  on  the 
river  Dofhaii.  In.-h  I)(K  h;irt.  and  loph  Nubhair,  Free  to 
Visitors  8tji>iiiK  at  tlif  Motel.  Boats  free.  Every  Home 
Comfort,  couibiin-d  with  moderate  charges.  Parties 
Boarded.  (Julf  rmirse.  Posting  in  all  bnuiches.  Post 
and  Telegraph,  Luib  Station. 

DONALD  McNAUGJITON.  Proprietor 


IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

DOVEDALE,  ASHBOURNE. 

The  old-established  fishing  quarters  for 
Anglers,  on  the  Dove  and  Manifold  ^ 
upwards  of  7  miles  of  water.  The  Hotel 
has  been  recently  refurnished  throughout. 
Write  for  illustrated  tariS  to 

WM.  EVAKS. 


JrLY  12,  1902 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


J.  PicKEESGiLr,,  Leeds. — The  fish  you  send  is  a  chub. 

Young  Asgleb.  —  Dace  and  roach — in  fact  all 
fresh-water  fish — are  fairly  nourishing,  but  you  want 
a  first-class  appetite,  a  good  cook,  and  plenty  of  sauce. 

"E.  H.  D."  and  "Miles." — If  they  will  write  to 
F.  Stanners,  Railway  Hotel,  Ballinrobe,  co.  Mayo, 
Ireland,  they  will  receive  all  the  information  they 
require.   


Xetters  to  tbe  Ebltor. 

\We  do  mt  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 


THE  CANADIAN  POND  WEED. 

Dear  Sib, — Let  me  assure  Mr.  G.  E.  Simms,  and 
all  others  concerned  in  the  Loch  Leven  fishery,  that  a 
visitation  of  the  Canadian  pond  weed  [Elodea 
canadensis)  is  far  from  being  an  unmixed  evil.  True, 
it  interferes  with  fishing  in  those  seasons  when  it  is 
rampant,  but  it  clears  the  water  of  every  other  weed — 
Myriophyllum,  for  example.  The  Canadian  weed  is 
denser  while  it  lasts,  but  it  takes  its  innings  of  one 
season  or  two  and  then  lies  completely  low  for  a 
period  from  five  to  eight  j'ears.  Our  native  Myrio- 
phyllum, on  the  other  hand,  is  permanent,  and 
reappears  season  after  season,  except  in  those  waters 
where  the  more  vigorous  American  overcomes  and 
expels  it.  The  labour  of  cutting  Elodca  is  wasted  ; 
you  must  just  endure  the  affliction  while  it  lasts,  and 
console  yourself  with  the  reflection  that  after  each 
visitation  you  are  sure  of  several  seasons  of  clear 
water.  Moreover,  it  is  not  altogether  unsatisfactory 
to  reflect  upon  the  excellent  harbour  these  subaqueous 
forests  afEord  both  for  the  trout  and  their  food. 

Although  it  is  wasted  labour  to  cut  this  weed  in  the 
hope  of  suppressing  it,  Elodea  affords  most  palatable 
'  and  nutritious  food  for  cattle. — Yours  truly, 

Heebeht  Maxwell. 


FRESH-WATER  FISHING  NEAR  DEAL— A 

FANCY  FLY. 
Dear  Sib, — In  answer  to  "  J.  L."  let  me  say  that 
the  Stour  there  contains  pike,  perch,  roach,  etc. ; 

I  tickets  a  shilling  a  day,  and  I  believe  a  season  ticket 
for  a  guinea.  Apply  for  information  to  Mr.  F.  C.  Nash, 
3,  The  Parade,  Canterbury.  The  fishing  is  sometimes 
good,  but  most  of  the  water  is  affected  by  the  tide,  so 
that  local  knowledge  is  required  as  to  when  to  be  on 
the  spot.  According  to  the  "  Anglers'  Diary,"  there 
are  a  few  roach  and  perch  in  the  Richborough  stream 

■  at  Sandwich,  also  good  coarse  fishing  in  the  Stour  at 
Minster  ;  tickets  at  the  New  Inn. — Yours  truly, 

I    Calais,  July  7.  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

,    P.S. — Last  Thursday,  in  the  Hemm,  near  Calais,  I 

I  got  a  beautiful  trout  a  little  over  a  pound  on  a  fancy 
fly  I  hai  dressed  from  a  description  by  Francis  Francis 
— simply  a  lemon-c  :)loured  wool  body  and  sandy  red 
hackle.  It  proves  very  fetching,  and  certainly  this 
trout  took  it  whtn  he  was  chasing  minnows  on  a 
shallow  ;  five  big  c  nes  dropped  out  of  his  mouth  when 
I  knocked  him  on  the  head,  two  of  which  had  only  just 
been  grabbed,  so  I  suppose  it  was  Mr.  Fario's  lunch- 
time,  and  having  djne  himself  fairly  well  on  solids 
he  took  the  fly  as  dessert.  I  saw  two  other  fish  from 
the  same  shallow,  also  having  Just  completed  a  gorge 
of  minnows,  come  swiftly  down  stream  into  a  deep 
holt  below,  probably  for  a  post-prandial  siesta,  for  it 
was  very  hot  and  bright.  That  little  fly  elicited  rises 
in  a  glassy  clear  wate?,  with  no  ruffle  on  the  surface, 
from  nearly  every  trout  I  put  it  over,  but  with  such 
aquatic  and  atmospheric  conditions  I  was  not 
surprised  that  most  of  them  came  "  short." 


LOUGH  MASK. 
'  Dear  Sib,— In  reply  to  "  E.  H.  D.'s"  letter,  he 
would  probably  find  Clonbur  the  most  central  station 
for  fishing  Mask  and  Corrib.  I  think  he  will  find  all 
the  fishing  he  requires  on  Mask,  and  there  are  several 
cottages  at  which  he  can  get  accommodation  of  a  sort. 
He  will  find  Kilbride  Lodge,  kept  by  Pat  Summerville, 
a  very  clean  and  comfortable  place  to  stay  at,  and  it 
is  right  on  the  shore  of  the  lough.  Fly  fishing  has 
waned,  but  will  begin  to  improve  about  August.  A 
friend  and  myself  have  just  returned  from  a  fishing 
holiday  with  Pat,  and  we  had  a  number  of  very  nice 
trout  up  to  Gib.  (trolling),  and  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  a  brace  of  4  Jib.  and  41b.  which  were  taken  on 
artificial  fly— not  dapping.  Kill  Devils  are  taking  well 
this  season,  and  the  great  thing  to  remember  is  to 
have  all  the  baits  with  plenty  of  gold  about  them. — 
Yours  truly,  G.  W. 


FISHING  IN  CRYSTAL  PALACE  LAKES. 
Deab  Sib,— a  letter  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
signed  "  Veritas,"  in  which  he  says  he  has  known  the 
Crystal  Palace  waters  for  twenty  years,  and  has  not 
known  a  sizeable  fish  to  be  taken  out. 
!  "  Veritas  "  in  his  twenty  years  of  angling  here  must 
jcertaioly  have  kept  hisieyes  shut  to  tbe  doings  of  other 


anglers,  otherwise  he  would  not  make  a  statement 
which  so  condemns  these  waters  and  throws  doubt  on 
the  veracity  of  others  who  have  published  their  catches 
in  your  paper. 

There  are  plenty  of  good  fish  here,  as  fine  a  'lot  of 
carp  and  bream  as  could  be  found  in  any  pond,  besides 
a  large  quantity  of  other  fish. 

As  was  published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  one  gentle- 
man one  morning  caught  five  fish  weighing  altogether 
151b.,  the  largest  a  carp  of  51b.  4oz.,  and  the  same  man 
has  had  equal  sport  on  other  mornings.  Last  season 
the  Penge  Angling  Club  caught  more  sizeable  fish  in 
these  waters  than  they  did  in  any  others  they  fished. 

I  know  gentlemen  who  when  they  come  here  to  fish 
seldom,  if  ever,  go  away  empty  handed,  but  then  they 
are  skilful  anglers,  and  not  like  some  who  come  here, 
and  perhaps  "  Veritas  "  is  one  of  them,  who  think  all 
they  have  got  to  do  is  to  put  in  a  hook  with  something 
on  it  and  the  fish  will  immediately  come  [and  hook 
itself  on. 

Let  "  Veritas  "  learn  a  little  more  of  the  habits  of 
fish,  and  take  a  lesson  from  more  skilful  men  in  the 
art  of  catching  them,  and  he  will  see  many  sizeable 
fish  caught  and  by  his  own  hand,  but  should  he  still 
be  unfortunate  letjhim  at  least  be  a  sportsman  and  not 
put  on  the  waters  or  the  fish  the  blame  which  rests 
solely  with  himself. — Yours  truly, 

A.  H.  Hawkins, 
Lessee  of  Crystal  Palace  Waters. 

P.S. — On  July  8  two  members  of  the  Penge  Angling 
Club  caught  121b.  of  bream  from  one  of  our  ponds. 


AUGUST  FISHING. 
Dear  Sib, — "  Sewin  "  wants  a  great  deal — bank 
fishing  without  wading  or  boat,  good  lodgings  near 
river  for  himself  and  wife,  trout  fishing  constant  with 
"  a  salmon  or  sea-trout  "  thrown  in  now  and  then, 
and  all  in  August,  and  "not  too  expensive."  It  is 
considerable  of  an  order,  but  I  wish  him  luck  all  the 
same.  In  the  absence  of  anything  better,  he  might 
write  to  the  Manager,  Glencolumbkill  Hotel,  Carrick, 
CO  Donegal,  and  see  what  could  be  done  for  him.  It 
is  fifteen  years  ago  since  I  was  there  last,  and,  of 
course,  many  things  happen  in  that  time,  but  it  is 
possible  that  even  now  "  Sewin  "  might  do  worse  than 
try  the  Teelin  in  August.  All  he  wanted  was  to  be 
had  there  in  my  time  anyway — no  wading,  fishing  at 
the  door,  trout  and  salmon  and  plenty  of  them  in 
suitable  weather — but  they  may  have  changed  all  that 
long  since. — Yours  truly,  Mona. 


LOUGHS  MASK,  CORRIB,  AND  CARRA. 
—  Deab  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  E.  H.  D.,"  there  is  good 
fishing  for  pike  and  perch  in  Loughs  Corrib  and  Mask, 
and  I  have  understood  Lough  Carra  is  famous  for 
pike  also.  The  trout  run  very  large  in  Loughs  Corrib 
and  Mask,  and  frequently  good  baskets  are  creeled, 
especially  from  the  latter.  Corrib  will  unquestionably 
improve  now  cross-lining  is  being  kept  under,  thanks 
to  the  energy  of  a  new  hon.  sec.  of  the  Corrib  Fishing 
Association.  Corrib  has  the  advantage  in  this  respect. 
Salmon  and  white  trout  abound  in  the  lake.  Fishing 
is  quite  free  on  Loughs  Corrib  and  Mask,  and  also,  I 
believe,  on  Carra.  It  is  only  possible  to  fish  from  a 
boat,  except  in  rare  instances  with  waders,  as  the 
shores  are  very  rocky,  and  the  endeavour  would  only 
be  unproductive,  and  make  toil  of  a  pleasure.  I  can 
give  information  of  a  private  residence  adjoining 
lough,  where  paying  guests  are  received  at  a  moderate 
charge. — Yours  truly,  "  The  Old  Crock." 


FISHING  LOUGH  CORRIB,  ETC. 

Dear  Sib, — In  answer  to  "  E.  H.  D.  "  I  send  you 
some  information  about  Lough  Corrib.  The  fishing 
is  free  ;  you  would  do  no  good  fishing  from  the  banks  ; 
the  May  Fly  season  is  practically  over  now,  and 
more  fish  (trout)  are  got  by  trolling  just  now 
than  by  the  fly.  Within  a  week  or  two  the 
trout  will  come  on  the  fly  again  when  they  have 
had  a  gorge  at  the  perch  fry ;  they  will  then 
rise  to  the  usual  artificial  flies  and  to  the  natural 
Daddy-long-legs  and  the  Grasshopper  during  the 
rest  of  the  season.  There  is  a  great  stock  of  grilse 
and  summer  salmon  this  year ;  they  are  uncertain 
risers,  but  sometimes  take  fly  very  well,  and  may  be 
got  trolling  with  the  Blue  Phantom  or  the  "  Colliagh  " 
(stone  loach).  There  are  plenty  of  perch,  far  too 
many,  and  the  pike  run  to  a  large  size. — Yours  truly, 

H.  H. 

NETTING  ON  LOUGH  CORRIB. 

Deab  Sib, — I  notice  in  your  issue  of  June  28  a 
letter  under  the  above  heading,  and  I  think  it  a  duty 
to  the  association  I  represent  to  protest  strongly 
against  such  rash  assertions  being  made,  and  am  sur- 
prised that  any  four  sportsmen  (?)  could  be  found  who 
would  consent  to  their  names  being  published  as  the 
authors  of  such  a  letter,  which  is  evidently  based  on 
false  statements  received  from  boatmen,  coupled  with 
the  one  fact  that  two  trout  were  taken  in  a  net  when 
hauling  for  salmon.  One  would  conclude  from  the 
letter  that  the  sportsmen  had  a  personal  interest  in 
the  preservation  of  the  lake,    I  have  no  doubt  that 


your  readers  will  be  surprised  to  hear  that  I  have 
searched  the  subscription  lists  of  the  association  in 
vaiu  for  their  names,  and  I  fear  they  must  be  classed 
with  those  sportsmen  alluded  to  in  paragraph  13  of 
last  year's  Report  of  the  Corrib  Fisheries'  Associa- 
tion, who  come  and  fish  on  tho  lake  and  take  full 
advantage  of  tlio  efforts  made  for  the  preservation  of 
it  by  such  riparian  owners  as  Lord  Ardilaun, 
Mr.  Hodgson,  and  others,  and  then  go  away  without 
giving  a  shilling  to  the  funds  of  the  association. 

The  sportsmen  in  question  cannot  plead  ignorance, 
as  they  had  evidently  perused  last  year's  report, 
and  were  aware  that  the  association  was  badly  sup- 
ported by  men  of  their  class,  and  that  its  income  was 
nine-tenths  too  little  to  do  what  is  required,  yet  they 
go  away  and  give  us  no  assistance,  but  on  the  contrary 
try  to  bring  odium  on  men  who  have  subscribed  hand- 
somely to  render  the  fishing  on  the  lake  such  as  it  is 
for  their  benefit. 

Lord  Ardilaun  confines  his  netting  operations  to 
hauling  certain  bays  along  the  shore  of  his  property 
where  salmon  are  known  to  congregate.  His  opera- 
tions do  not  injure  the  work  of  the  association  in  the 
slightest  degree,  and  I  never  yet  heard  of  anyone, 
who  knew  what  he  was  talking  about,  saying  a  word 
against  his  netting;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  have 
repeatedly  heard  even  tbe  professional  fishermen  say 
that  they  would  be  glad  he  met  with  success,  as  he 
confines  his  operations  exclusively  to  the  well-known 
haunts  of  salmon.  I  am  not  as  well  acquainted  with 
the  extent  of  Mr.  Hodgson's  netting  operations,  but 
am  convinced  that  he  acts  iu  the  same  sportsmanlike 
manner,  in  fact  anything  else  would  be  most  suicidal 
to  his  own  interests. 

Your  correspondents  draw  a  camparison  between 
the  fishing  on  Lough  Mask  and  Lough  Corrib, 
which  is  hardly  fair  to  the  latter.  Crossline  fishing 
was  stopped  on  Lough  Mask  in  1895,  while  it  was  not 
till  1899  that  this  method  of  fishing  was  made  illegal 
on  Lough  Corrib,  so  that  Lough  Mask  has  had  a  stare 
of  nearly  four  years,  and  naturally  being  a  mu;h 
smaller  lake,  and  never  having  been  fished  with  cross- 
lines  to  the  same  extent  as  Lough  Corrib  was,  is,  at 
the  present  moment,  said  to  be  better  fishing  than  in 
Lough  Corrib. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  your  correspondents  had  bad 
fishing,  as  any  fisherman  who  knew  his  business  would 
never  have  taken  them  to  fish  in  a  bay  used  for  hauling 
purposes,  as  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  very  few  trout 
go  into  these  bays,  and  salmon  are  hardly  ever  known 
to  take  a  bait  of  any  kind  while  on  these  beds. 

There  is  excellent  sport  to  be  had  close  to  these 
hauling  beds  if  sportsmen  only  took  the  trouble  to 
find  out  where  to  go  for  it. — Yours  truly, 
SCEOPE  B.  Doig, 
Hon.  Sec.  Corrib  Fishery  Association, 

Oughterard. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  SOUTH  OF  IRELAND 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir,  —  Could  any  of  the  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  inform  me  of  any  place  where  good 
trout  fishing  could  be  got  free  (river  preferred)  in 
Ireland,  I  mean  the  South  of  Ireland,  and  where 
lodgings  at  a  farmhouse  or  small  inn  (at  reasonable 
terms)  could  be  got.  I  should  also  like  to  have  an 
idea  as  to  flies  and  tackle. 

I  think  "Viator"  would  get  a  light  rod  in  green- 
heart  to  suit  from  Messrs.  J.  Enright  &  Son,  Castle- 
connell,  near  Limerick.  I  saw  one  of  theirs,  which 
weighed  only  3Joz.,  I  believe.  It  was  made  to  order 
for  Welsh  fishing. — Yours  truly.  Red  Quill. 


FISHING  IN  THE  WEST  OF  IRELAND. 
Deae  Sir, — In  reply  to  "J.  A.  C,"  who  writes  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  28,  I  can  strongly 
recommend  Pat  Summerville,  Kilbride  Lodge,  Clonbur. 
The  house  is  right  on  the  edge  of  Lough  Mask  and  has 
four  bed-rooms.  Mrs.  Summerville  will  do  her  best  to 
make  everything  comfortable.  I  have  just  returned 
from  there  after  a  three  weeks'  visit.  "The  sport  was 
good.  My  fish  averaged  just  on  l^lb.  each;  of  course 
I  returned  to  the  water  all  fish  under  Jib.  The  best 
day  I  had  eight  fish,  151b.,  all  caught  within  two 
hundred  yards  of  the  house.  My  fish  were  all  caught 
with  the  fly,  except  one.— Yours  truly,  J.  S. 


FISHING  NEAR  WOOLSTON  WANTED. 

Deae  Sir, — I  intend  spending  a  fortnight  at  a  farm- 
house in  Woolston,  a  village  about  four  miles  from 
Castle  Cary  Station,  on  the  Great  Western.  Can  you 
or  any  brother  angler  inform  me  of  any  coarse  fishing 
to  be  had,  either  by  payment,  permission,  or  free, 
within  a  few  miles. — Yours  truly,  S.  S.  Paul. 


TROUT  PISHING  AT  BARMOUTH. 
Dear  Sir, — "  Hare's  Lug  "  will  not  find  much 
trout  fishing  if  he  stays  at  Barmouth.  There  is  a 
small  river  or  two  within  a  few  miles,  but  I  have  not 
much  faith  in  them  for  providing  a  good  basket.  My 
own  experience  (during  a  week's  stay  in  April  a  few 
J  ears  ago)  was  :  One  day  at  Dolgelly  whipping  a  small 
shallow  stream  for  a  few  little  trout,  and  another  at 
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Llanbedr,  near  Harlech,  where  the  stream  was  still 
smaller  and  the  trout  ditto.  I  do  not  really  see  what 
claims  Barmouth  can  have  to  attract  the  trout  fisher. 
A  small  lake  at  Arthog,  across  the  estuary,  and  another 
near  Pensarn  are  somewhat  highly  spoken  of,  but  I 
did  not  fish  either.  Possibly  with  the  conditions  of  a 
strong  S.W.  breeze  and  a  cloudy  sky  fish  might  be 
caught  in  them,  but  I  never  heard  of  anything  weighty 
being  captured.  As  regards  wading  I  am  of  opinion 
you  should  always  do  this,  no  matter  how  small  the 
water — the  smaller  and  finer  the  same  your  tackle — 
and  by  all  means  "  lay  low,"  fishing  with  a  short  rod 
and  a  long  line.  Don't  bang  your  flies  on  the  water 
as  though  you  meant  to  cut  the  stream  in  two,  but  drop 
them  deftly  and  then  leave  them  to  their  fate,  just  keep- 
ing the  line  decently  taut.  For  my  own  part,  in  these 
little  waters,  I  go  on  with  the  worm  on  Stewart  tackle 
after,  say,  the  first  week  in  June.  If  they  won't  have 
that  quote  Falstaff,  call  them  "  gorbellied  knaves,"  reel 
up,  and  seek  other  amusements.  I  should  certainly 
recommend  sea  fishingd  uring  a  stay  at  Barmouth,  for 
Cardigan  Bay  is  a  grand  place  for  conger,  etc.  "  Hare's 
Lug  "  will  find  the  walks  about  Barmouth  second  to 
none  in  these  islands,  and  the  guide  book  will  tell 
him  what  the  late  Professor  Buskin  said  of  the  Dolgelly 
road.  Let  him  "do"  Diphwys  (24G7  feet),  Bhobell 
Fawr  (2409  feet),  and  finibh  up  wiih  Cadet  Idris,  the 
latter  not  without  a  guide,  and  then  report  progress. 
—Yours  truly,  E.  E.  H. 


THE  GOLDEN-EYED  GAUZE  WING. 

Deab  Sib, — Will  you  kindly  inform  me  through  the 
Fishing  Oazctte  if  the  enclosed  fly  is  the  Golden-Eyed 
Gauze  Wing  as  given  by  Ronalds? 

Having  caught  one  upon  the  1st  and  several  others 
during  the  month  whilst  sitting  in  my  own  room,  I 
am  uncertain  if  it  is  the  fly  named.  They  must  be 
very  early,  as  Ronalds  gives  them  for  the  month 
of  July. 

I  should  like  to  add  my  appreciation  of  your  valuable 
paper— the  Fishing  Gazette. — Yours  truly, 
Wood  Green.  Frank  Thoei'e. 

June  27. 

[Yes,  the  fly  sent  is  the  "  Gold  Eyed  (rauze  Wing." 
I  have  not  often  seen  the  fly  near  water,  but  have  now 
and  then  caught  one  in  a  London  garden. — Ed.] 


FISHING  NEAR  CROYDON— TRY  THE 
MEDWAY. 

Deab  Sir, — I  see  "P.  0.  W."  wants  some  coarse 
fishing  near  Croydon.  The  Tonbridge  Angling  Society 
preserves  between  seven  and  eight  miles  of  the  river 
liledway  and  we  have  some  splendid  coarse  fishing. 
He  would  be  able  to  fish  the  whole  of  our  water  for 
the  season  for  10s.  6d.  licence.  If  he  would  communi- 
cate with  me  I  should  be  only  too  pleased  to  give  any 
information. — Yours  truly,  T.  Tanton, 

88,  Barden-road,  Tonbridge.  Hon.  Sec. 


FISHING  IN  RAMSEY,  ISLE  OF  MAN. 
Deae  Sir, — As  a  constant  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  any  of  your 
readers  can  give  me  particulars  of  the  trout  fishing  to 
be  had  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Ramsey, 
Isle  of  Man — the  Sulby  River  in  particular ;  if  the 
fishing  is  free  or  by  ticket,  and  in  the  case  of  the  latter 
the  price  ;  if  sea-trout,  in  addition  to  common  trout, 
are  to  be  caught ;  best  place,  also  fiies  to  be  used. 
Middle  of  August  or  September,  and  how  best  getatable 
from  Ramsey.  The  above  particulars  will  very  greatly 
oblige. — Yours  truly,  G.  Grove. 

SEA  FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN. 
Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you,  or  any 
of  the  subscribers  to  the  Fishing  Gazette,  would  give 
me  information  as  to  the  prospects  of  sea  fishing  ofi 
Douglas,  and  best  bait  to  use.^ — Yours  truly, 

J.  A.  M. 


LIGHT  AND  POWERFUL  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — We  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive  why 
"Viator"  should  consider  our  challenge  to  produce 
a  light  and  powerful  rod  (those  two  qualities  to  be  the 
winning  features)  as  being  beside  the  point.  He  writes 
under  the  same  heading  as  we  do,  and  he  therefore 
is  illogical  when  he  tries  to  divorce  lightness  from 
Btrength.  A  divorce  of  that  kind  is  not  worth  fighting 
for,  for  what  in  all  conscience  is  an  implement  worth 
— be  it  rod,  gun,  bike,  or  any  other  human  creation — 
if  it  be  strengthless  ?  We  are  quite  convinced  that 
"  Viator's  "  object  is  a  laudable  one,  but  there  must 
be  a  union  of  strength  and  efficiency  with  lightness,  or 
the  latter  condition  would  be  worse  than  the  first. 
Strength  means  utility.  Lightness  alone  without 
backbone  and  power  would  be  a  delusion  and  a  snare. 
British  manufacturers  have  earned  a  name  for  dur- 
abilty,  strength,  and  sterling  worth  the  world  over, 
and  it  behoves  us  as  a  nation  to  look  to  it  that  we  do 
not  lose  this  repute. 

As  I  write  there  is  an  American-made  red  just 
come  to  hand  with  the  unduly  light-weighted  ferrules 
buckled  or  broken-backed,  and  owner  has  given 
iDBtructioDB  for  new  and  reliable  English-made  fer- 


rules to  replace  the  faulty,  trashy  ones  now  on  the  rod  ! 

There  is  perhaps  room  for  siill  further  reducing  the 
weight  of  English-made  rods,  and  we  are  prepared  to 
do  whatever  we  can  with  that  end  in  view,  but  we 
must  hold  fast  to  efficiency.  In  the  case  of  those 
extremely  light  weight  rods  there  cannot  of  necessity 
be  a  well-balanced  result,  for  there  could  not  be  by 
any  possibility  any  weight  below  the  hand  sufficient 
to  give  a  good  result  as  regards  the  balancing  of  the 
rod  at  or  near  the  grip.  To  provide  this  the  weight 
■would  be  at  once  doubled  or  trebled. — Yours  truly, 

W.  H.  Foster, 

Ashbourne.  Manager  of  Foster  Bros. 


"VIATOR'S"  IDEAS. 

Dear  Sir, — "Viator"  continues  to  hit  all  and 
sundry  with  a  free  hand.  On  Messrs.  Hardy,  whose 
rods  are  beyond  compare,  and  Messrs.  Allcock  and 
others  he  expends  what  he  seems  to  consider  con- 
vincing argument  not  altogether  of  a  flattering 
character.  Even  our  kindly  Mr.  Tod  does  not  escape, 
and  your  own  pencil  appears  in  a  measure  enlisted  for 
this  trenchant  supporter  of  the  stars  and  stripes.  To 
myself,  and  doubtless  to  many  other  fly  fishermen, 
everything  he  has  written  is  amply  conveyed  in  one 
word  of  four  letters.  Why  any  man  who  is  as  strong 
as  a  girl  of  sixteen  should  require  the  gimcrack  toys 
for  which  "  Viator  "  bo  dictatorially  claims  perfection 
is  a  riddle  to  which  the  only  reply  is  of  the  usual 
Christy  Minstrel  character.  That  eljlcien'ly  long 
casting  and  hooking  as  well  as  that  large  trout  can  be 
quickly  played  out  and  brought  to  net  (a  matter  of 
importance  when  a  rise  is  on)  with  a  light  rod  of  eight 
and  one-sixth  feet  or  a  little  more  I  deny,  on  the 
commonest  principles  of  science.  All  this  talk  of 
resiliency,  etc.,  is  idle.  If  an  eccentric  person  wants 
to  essay  long  casts  with  a  child's  rod  and  expend 
unnecessary  time  in  gloating  over  the  struggles  of  a 
heavy  fish,  why  chacun  d  son  goilt.  A  ten  and  a-half 
feet  rod  will  cast  and  kill  far  more  easily,  and  to  be  a 
workman's  weapon  could  not  possibly  be  made  of 
unnecessarily  light  weight.  It  is  but  an  argiimenlum 
ad  absurdurn,  to  lay  down  that  even  for  a  lady  a  rod  of 
9oz.  is  too  heavy.  Our  nymphs  of  the  stream  use  such 
untiringly  for  a  day's  fishing,  and  what  sort  of  apology 
for  a  man  can  he  be  who  complains  of  such  a  paltry 
weight?  To  be  sure  "Viator"  says  that  his  wrists 
are  disabled,  but  that  does  not  entitle  him  to  become 
a  Gamaliel  to  more  fortunate  brothers  of  the  angle. 
Why  does  he  not  get  a  2oz.  rod  from  the  American 
firms  he  so  eulogises  and  cease  his  futile  attacks  on  the 
premier  manufacturers  in  the  world,  who  will  never 
adopt  so  senseless  a  reform.  Playing  at  trout  fishing 
is  one  thing,  but  honest  work  with  weighty  creels  is 
not  to  be  so  lightly  accomplished. — Yours  truly, 

  Black  Hackle. 

A  CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  your  notes  on  the  Esk  at 
Metal  Bridge  your  correspondent,  "Gilnockie,"  says 
that  Mr.  T.  Robinson,  of  Cargo,  has  about  six  miles  of 
the  Eden  below  Carlisle,  and  that  he  gives  permission 
to  anyone  applying  to  him  to  fish.  This  is  not  a  fact, 
as  the  Carlisle  Angling  Association  have  these  waters 
leased  from  Mr.  Robinson,  and  the  only  reservation 
made  is  that  after  May  31  he  reserves  to  himself  and 
a  few  personal  friends  one  stream  called  the  Carr 
Head  ;  this  represents  about  two  htmdred  yards,  both 
banks  of  the  Eden,  near  his  own  house. 

It  would  be  a  pity  if  anyone  came  so  far  North  and 
was  disappointed. — Yours  faithfully, 

H.  H.  HoDGKiNSON,  Hon.  Seo. 
Carlisle  Angling  Association. 


RULES  TO  ASSIST  IN  FORMATION  OF  AN 
ANGLING  PRESERVATION  ASSOCIATION 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — The  fishing  in  the  rivers  in  the  district 
of  the  Seiout,  Gwylfai,  and  Llyfni  Fishery  Board 
(Carnarvonshire)  has  greatly  deteriorated  for  the  last 
few  years,  and  it  has  been  suggested  that  an  association 
should  be  formed  composed  of  the  riparian  owners  and 
those  interested  in  fishing,  so  that  rules  should 
be  formed  for  the  limitation  of  size  of  fish  and  the 
variation  of  length  of  season,  and  to  enable  them  to 
have  the  option  of  refusing  a  ticket  to  those  whose 
presence  is  undesirable  on  the  banks  of  any  river,  etc. 
Several  difficult  points  arise,  and  having  had  no  experi- 
ence in  the  formation  of  any  such  association,  it  would 
greatly  assist  us  if  you  or  any  of  your  readtrs  would 
give  any  information  on  the  subject. — Yours  truly, 
R.  P.  Griffiths, 
Clerk  to  Seiont  and  District  Fishery  Board. 


LOCAL  GUIDE  TO  FISHING  NEAR 
BARMOUTH. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent's 
inquiry  about  fishing  near  Barmouth,  he  had  better 
write  to  Mr.  Owen  Jones,  Barmouth,  enclosing  two 
penny  stamps,  and  ask  him  to  send  him  a  little  book 
called  "The  Merionethshire  Angler — a  Guide  to  Lake, 
River,  and  Brook  Fishing  in  the  District."  This  will 
give  him  every  information  he  can  desire. — Youra 
truly,  N.  Allix. 


FISHING  ON  THE  KENNET  NEAR  NEWBURY. 

Db^r  Sib, — I  should  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  could  kindly  furnish  me  with  particulars  of  the 
fishing  to  be  had  on  the  Kennet  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Newbury.  Also,  will  you  please  inform  me  whether 
it  is  necessary  to  obtain  permission  to  fish  in  the 
Kennet  and  the  Kennet  and  Avon  Canal  ?  Thanking 
you  in  anticipation.— Yours  truly,     H.  E.  Pocock. 

[Mr.  P.  should  write  to  the  secretary  of  the 
Piscatorial  Society,  Holborn  Restaurant,  London  — 

Ed  ]   

SOME  QUERIES  ANSWERED. 

Deab  Sib,— "  Miles  "  will  find  "trout  fishing  and 
bracing  air"  at  Ingleton,  Yorkshire.  Presumably  he 
lives  in  London,  and  therefore  would  travel  by  the 
London  and  North  -  Western  Railway  via  Crewe, 
Lancaster,  and  Tebay  to  IngUton,  or  by  the  Midland 
Railway  vid  Hellifield.  Ic  is  a  village  on  limestone 
rock,  and  very  healthy.  The  trouting  (trout  only) 
extends  over  five  or  six  miles  of  fair  water,  in  fact 
good  if  there  are  moderate  rainfalls.  Tickets  from 
Mr.  Worthington,  Wheat  Sheaf  Hotel,  who  has  most, 
comfortable  accommodation,  very  cheap.  I  also 
recommend  Mrs.  Davidson,  Stacksteads,  Ingleton,  for 
apartments,  but  a  "  party  of  eight  "  might  have  to 
divide  themselves.  Mr.  D.  knows  what's  what  in 
trout  fishing,  and  enjoys  nothing  better  than  seeing  ti 
guest  bring  in  a  few  pounds  of  trout.  Terms  most 
reasonable.  A  mile  from  the  station  and  quite  rural. 
A  fortnight  at  Ingleton,  and  the  same  at  Ramsey,  Me 
of  Man,  where  capital  lodgings  are  always  to  be  hail, 
would  be  a  nice  easy  holiday.  From  Ramsey  fish 
Sulby,  St.  John's,  and  Glen  Maye  rivers.  Trout 
small,  but  very  plentiful,  not  difficult  to  catch  with 
worm  on  Stewart  tackle.  Tickets  very  reasonable. 
Wm.  Cubbon,  Ramsey,  knows  all  about  Manxland's 
fishing.  If  "  Miles  "  wants  to  go  further  afield  let 
him  go  to  Kinlochrannoch,  Perthshire ;  three  or 
four  comfortable  hotels — Dunalister  am  acquainted 
with — and  fish  Lochs  Rannoch  (a  lovely  Highland 
sheet),  Tummel,  and  Ericht.  (When  I  was  there  two 
years  ago  a  151b.  ferox  was  caught  in  the  latter  ) 
River  Tummel  fishes  well.  I  had  a  IJlb.  trout  there 
with  my  hooks  attached,  having  broken  with  him  in 
heavy  water  the  day  before.  "  Bracing  1  "  why  that 
region  braces  you  (you  can  see  one  hundred  miles 
from  Schiehallion  near  Kinloch)  until  you  walk  on 
your  heels  all  the  time.  Keswick,  Cumberland,  is 
also  bracing.  Lake  and  River  Derwent  are  worth 
patient  trial ;  so  is  Ullswater,  the  grandest  of  our 
English  lakes,  and  there  are  some  big  trout  waiting  to 
be  caught.  j 

"  Author  of  Poem  " — ■  I 
"  A  fisher  stood  on  the  river's  brim,"  etc.,  '1 
probably  S.  Wegg  the  Second.  1 

"  Salmon  or  Trout  Fishing  in  Wales."  —  Re-I 
commend  Bettws-y-coed  on  the  Conway.  Splendid 
hotels  and  nice  apartments.  Also  Beddgelert  for 
Glaslyn  River.  Goat  Hotel  (only  two  or  three  private 
houses)  for  attention. — Yours  truly,  E.  E.  H. 


FISHING  NEAR  MATLOCK. 
Dear  Sir, — I  intend  visiting  Derbyshire  the  latter 
end  of  July,  and  should  be  pleased  if  any  of  your 
readers  would  kindly  inform  me  where  I  could  get  any 
trout  fishing  near  Matlock,  either  by  permission  or 
ticket.  Any  information  would  be  gladly  received. — 
Yours  truly,  E.  E.  Slate. 


FISHING  AT  BRIDLINGTON  IN  JULY. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  J.  S.  Fortescue, 
will  find  no  fishing  from  either  pier.  Some  twenty 
years  ago  we  used  to  haul  up  flounders,  eels,  and  dabs 
from  the  south  pier.  By  taking  a  small  boat  out 
about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  said  pier  some  fat 
dabs,  etc.,  may  be  caught.  They  are  attracted  to  the 
place  by  the  town  sewer,  which  enters  the  bay  at  a 
point  which  will  be  indicated  by  any  boatman.  End 
of  August  and  September  is  the  time  to  fish  in 
Bridlington  Bay.  Last  year  there  were  many  mackerel 
in.  Dog  fish  were  veiy  much  in  evidence  early  in 
August.  I  consider  Scarborough  and  Filey  are  far 
better  fishing  stations  than  Bridlington.  The  only 
pier  fishing  on  the  Yorkshire  coast  which  is  really 
good  is  at  Saltburn  in  June.  A  boat  is  necessary  at 
all  the  other  stations.  I  stay  at  Bridlington  every 
year  from  Aug.  15  to  Sept.  15,  and  sometimes  until 
Oct.  1,  but  I  never  fish  there  now,  as  I  prefer  casting 
a  couple  of  flies  from  Filey  Brigg  for  the  smaller  and 
one  fly  for  the  bigger  fish.  It  is  only  thirteen  miles 
to  J'iley.  I  also  go  to  Flamborough  about  once  a 
week  at  low  tide.  A  dead  calm,  a  smooth  sea  or 
nearly  so,  or  a  land  breeze,  are  absolutely  necessary 
for  rock  fishing  with  fly. — Yours  truly, 

Knaresborough.  H.  Fisheb. 

FISHING  NEAR  WHITBY. 
Dear  Sib, — Would  you  or  some  correspondent 
kindly  say  if  there  is  any  good  fishing,  river  or  lake, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Whitby,  Yorks  ?  I  should  feel 
obliged  for  some  information  on  the  above  matter.— 
Yours  truly,  R.  C. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


beneath  his  pillow.  Needless  to  say  it  ■was  found 
'  unsound  and  unfit  tor  further  service !  '  After 
that  his  deliberations  upon  the  subject  of  snakes  in 
one's  bed  assumed  a  less  impulsive  character." 

Perb  Mary's  Basket  ok  Dove  Grayling. 
Mr.  C.  A.  Pay  ton  says  :  "I  am  much  interested 
in  the  doings  of  I'ere  Mary.  That  was  a  grand 
dish  of  grayling  for  the  Dove  I  '  Portefaix  '  is  the 
name  in  many  parts  of  France  for  the  caddis 
generally  ;  they  may  call  them  '  kerkafe  '  in  Nor- 
mandy—here about  Calais  they  call  them  '  cases,' 
and  catch  many  trout  with  them.  I  expect  the 
Pere's  '  tip  '  is  only  a  small  caddis."  Probably. 

A  59lB.  NaMSEN  SAIiMON. 

Mr.  Beyer  reports  the  capture  by  rod  and  line  of 
a  591b.  fish  on  the  Namsen,  and  one  of  441b.  on  the 
Gula.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  big  fish  has  been 
carefully  set  up,  and  will  be  on  exhibition  some- 
where. 


Capture  of  a  58lb.  Norwegian  Salmon. 

"  My  Dear  Marston, — Have  just  learned  that 
Mr.  Edward  M.  Corbett  got  this  morning  in 
Voselven,  seven  miles  above  this,  a  salmon  of 
SSj'Llb.  He  was  fishing  the  pool  (Skorve),  of  which 
you  gave  an  illustration  in  your  last  Christmas 
number.  The  fish  took  very  near  where  the  boat 
is  shown  in  the  picture,  and  was  landed  at  the 
island  seen  in  the  distance,  some  300  yards  above, 
in  about  thirty-five  minutes. 

"  It  measured  only  fiftj'  inches,  so  is  in  splendid 
condition.  Nothing  so  big  has  been  taken  before 
in  my  time — 501b.  and  531b.  having  hitherto  been 
the  best. 

"The  fish  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Bergen 
Museum  to  be  set  up  by  the  skilful  artist,  Herr 
Dahl,  there. — Yours  truly,     "  Edward  Sturdy. 

"  Bolstadoren,  July  11,  1902." 

[Am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Sturdy,  and  con- 
gratulate Mr.  Corbett. — Ed.] 

Another  Snake  Story. 

"  Benwyan  "  sends  me  the  following  good  snake 
story : — 

"  Those  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  leader  of  July  12 
recall  one  more  heard  so  long  ago  in  India  that  it 
may  be  a  very  old  yarn : — A  new  arrival,  with  a 
wholesome  dread  of  all  serpents,  one  night,  tossing 
about  half  asleep  on  his  charpay,  unluckily  fell 
a-thinking  about  them.  Before  long  he  felt  some- 
thing cold  squirming  down  from  the  neck  of  his 
pyjama  suit  next  his  skin  ;  on  mo-ving  slightly  it 
came  further  down.  So  far  it  had  not  bitten,  and 
he  determined  to  seize  and  dash  the  noxious  thing 
&rom  him  when  it  reached  the  waist  junction  of 
the  parts  of  his  sleeping  suit.  Now  quite  awake, 
he  summoned  all  the  pluck  he  had  left,  and  threw 
the  invader  from  him,  when  a  crash  against  the 
opposite  wall  of  the  room  led  him  to  take  the  oil 
night-light  by  his  bedside  and  investigate  ;  then  to 
his  dismay  he  found  his  presentation  gold  watch 
and  chain,  a  valuable  souvenir  at  parting  from  his 
'friends  at  home,  which  bad  been  carefully  placed 


A  correspondent  at  Plymouth  sends  me  The 
Western  Evening  Herald,  with  an  account  of  a 
local  yacht  race.  One  of  the  boats,  owned  by  an 
angler,  was  called  the  Coch-y-hondhu,  after  the 
celebrated  fly.  The  printer  improved  this  amusmgly 
enough  into  the  Cocky  Bounder.  Yachting  scribes 
sometimes  refer  to  a  boat  as  being  "  saucy  "  and 
"  bounding  over  the  waves,"  but  "  Cocky  Bounder ' 
is  unique  I 

Good  Sport  directly  After  the  May  Fly. 
"  The  May  Fly  is  well  on.    Will  you  come  down 
and  have  a  day  or  two  ?  "    This  was  an  invitation 
I  received  before  the  postponement  of  the  Corona- 
tion from  a  friend  who  has  a  delightful  place  in 
the  Midlands.    But  it  was  the  7th  of  July  before  I 
could  get  away,  and,  of  course,  by  that  time  the  trout 
had  had  their  proverbial  glut  of  the  fly,  and  not 
merely  of  the  fly  but  of  the  May  Fly  larva;,  and 
presumably  would,  in  accordance  with  the  old 
angling  axiom,  look  at  nothing  in  the  shape  of  a  fly 
for  a  fortnight.   But  old  angling  axioms  are  getting 
exploded  one  after  another.    Here  is  Mr.  Halford, 
in  last  week's  Field,  telling  us  how  a  21b.  Itchen 
trout  startled  him  by  jumping  clean  out  of  the 
water,  as  a  trout  which  is  supposed  to  be  worried 
by  some  fish  parasite  does  now  and  then.    As  Mr. 
Halford  points  out,  according  to  the  laws  of  angling, 
it  is  useless  to  expect  such  a  fish  to  take  your  fly. 
However,  he  saw  the  fish  after  its  jump  resting 
near  a  patch  of  weeds  ;  he  put  his  fly  over  it,  and 
the  fish  immediately  "  fastened  "  to  it— which  is 
Mr.  Halford's  laconic  way  of  describing  how  the 
fish  rose  and  how  he  struck  gently  and  hooked 
it.    Mr.  Halford  tells  us  he  is  going  to  follow  up 
this  matter— that  is,  if  he  sees  a  "  cocky-bounder  " 
trout  he  will  try  for  him.    Curiously  enough,  I  had 
an  exactly  similar  experience.    I  was  watching  a 
lovely  trout  of  about  two  pounds  poised  in  mid- 
water  of  a  mill-dam  on  my  friend's  water  when  he 
(not  my  friend)  jumped  straight  into  the  air,  and 
you  could  hear  the  buzz  of  the  vibration  of  his  fins 
before  he  flopped  in  again.    Twice  he  came  out  in 
this  way,  and  then  resumed  his  position  in  mid- 
water.   There  was  no  mistaking  the  fish,  for  it  was 
of  a  beautiful  pearly-grey  colour  as  seen  through 
the  water,  and  reminded  me  of  one  of  Emperor 
William's  [ironclads   among   ours  at   the  Naval 
Review.    There  was  a  ripple  on  the  water,  and  as 
there  was  not  enough  current  to  carry  my  fly  down 
to  the  fish,  I  dropped  it  about  a  foot  beyond  him 
and  pulled  it  very  gently— so  gently  as  not  to  sink 
it_over  him.    iFishing  a  idry  fly  in  this  way- 
pulling  it  an  inch  or  two  at  a  time— is  often  very 
deadly  on  dead  water  ;  it  looks  just  like  a  fly  which 
has  been  blown  on  the  water  and  is  struggling. 
The  trout  took  it  instantly,  and  gave  capital  sport 
before  the  keeper  put  the  landing-net  under  it.  I 
expected  to  find  a  leech  of  some  kind  on  it,  but 
there  was  nothing  of  the  kind.    Although  they 
differed   in   colouring  in   a  wonderful  way,  my 
friend's  trout  were  in  perfect  condition,  and  although 
with  plenty  of  spots  were  quite  without  blemish  ; 
it  was  the  most  convincing  proof  I  have  ever  seen 
of  what  grand  trout  fishing  a  small  stream  will 
afford  if  properly  treated.    It  was  directly  after  the 
May  Fly,  and  yet  the  first  evening  in  less  than  two 
hours  I'had  two  and  a  half  brace  weighing  121b., 
the  smallest,  lib.  14oz.,  the  largest,  31b.  6oz. ; 
besides  smaller  fish  put  back.    Next  day  I  had 
nine  and  a  half  brace ;  the  best  trout,  31b.  7oz., 
and  none  under  lib.,  and  returned  many  lovely 
half  and  three-quarter  pounders.  Another  day  when 


my  friend  fished  with  me  we  got  fourteen  and  a  half 
brace,  weighing  221b.  lOoz.,  but  then  he—'jua  sua  est 
temperantior-'  leti  me  the  cream  of  the  water,  the 
long  mill  dam,  while  he  went  off  to  get  what  ho 
calls  "  breakfast  fish,"  pretty  8oz.  and  lOoz.  fish. 
Amonj,'  the  fish  I  got  I  see  the  keeper  credits  me 
with  one  "half  brace"  weighing  lib.  H07..,  one  of 
lib.  lOoz.,  and  one  of  31b.  4oz.  The  big  fish  gave 
grand  sport  on  one  of  Foster's  little  light  ribbed 
whole  canes,  and  after  landing  over  thirty  brace  in 
two  and  a  half  days  it  was  as  straight  as  ever,  all 
but  the  last  twelve  inches  of  the  top,  and  that  I 
strained  in  pulling  a  cast  out  of  an  ash  tree. 
Considering  that  the  trout  had  had  a  fortnight  at 
the  May  Fly,  and  that  my  friend  and  his  guests 
had  killed  a  hundred  and  sixteen  brace  previously, 
I  can  safely  say  there  are  few  streams  which  could 
show  such  sport  in  July.  Of  course  I  lost 
many  good  fish.  I  was  using  the  finest  undrawn 
gut.  One,  after  trying  a  rush  first  up  and  then 
down  the  dam,  suddenly  remembered  that  the  lord 
of  the  manor,  knowing  that  big  trout  like  little  ones, 
had  here  and  there  placed  a  few  six  inch  drain 
pipes  on  the  far  side  of  the  dam  as  retreats  for  the 
youngsters.  My  big  friend  remembered  this,  and 
tearing  line  off  the  reel  went  right  through  a  pipe, 
and  although  it  was  twenty  yards  from  where  I 
was  standing  I  could  hear  the  gut  twang  as  it  broke. 
The  tension  had  been  so  great  that  I  gave  an 
involuntary  sigh  of  relief  when  I  found  I  could 
wind  the  line  in  without  any  trouble.  That  fish 
fairly  frightened  me ;  I  was  glad  to  light  a  cigar, 
and  think  about  him  and  imagine  his  weight.  He 
must  have  been  at  least— well,  I  won't  say  how 
much. 

My  friend  has  some  miles  of  this  lovely  little 
trout  brook  on  his  estate,  and  has  immensely  added 
to  its  value— that  of  the  estate  I  mean — by  his 
judicious  improvements  of  the  stream.  In  its 
natural  condition  one  could  jmnp  across  it  in  most 
places,  but  it  is  excellent  water  coming  frorn  never- 
failing  springs,  and  by  widening  and  altering  the 
bed  and  building  obstructions  to  the  stream,  any 
number  of  holts  have  been  provided,  so  that  it  is  a 
perfect  paradise  for  trout,  and  in  the  lower  length, 
where  the  water  runs  slowly  between  high  red  banks 
which  it  has  washed  out,  also  for  grayling.  And  a 
paradise  for  trout  is  usually  one  for  the  angler. 
Certainly  it  is  in  this  case  when  one  has  the  pleasure 
of  casting  one's  fly  in  any  part  of  the  lovely  little 
valley,  where  there  are  no  sounds  but  bird  notes 
and  the  splash  of  a  waterfall  and  swish  of  the 
scythe  in  the  rich  grass  meadows  bordering  the 
stream,  no  scents  but  of  new  mown  hay  and  wild 
roses. 

Sir  Francis  Bacon  was  all  against  having  pools 
in  a  garden  as  "  they  breed  flies  and  frogs,"  so  the 
Spectator  reminds  us  in  a  delightful  article  on  the 
"  Uses  of  Lakes"  last  week.  I  think  Sir  Francis 
was  right  as  regards  gardens,  but  he  liked  lakes  and 
streams,  and  no  one  will  quarrel  with  the  Spectator's 
view  of  them  as  being  "the  most  delightful  additions 
of  all  the  amenities  which  surround  a  beautiful  old 
English  house."  My  friend's  house  is  an  admirable 
mixture  of  the  old  manor  and  the  new  mansion, 
and  as  I  stand  on  the  single  plank  spanning  the 
stream  at  the  head  of  the  mill-dam  I  wonder  if 
Horace,  who  so  loved  a  little  valley  like  this,  would 
have  preferred  to  wait  for  the  evening  rise  or  wander 
off  to  change  fishing  togs  for  a  boiled  shirt  and 
swallow  tail  and  wait  for  the  boom  of  the  dinner 
gong.  Which  would  I  rather  do  ?  Surely  it  would 
be  ungracious  to  the  most  charming  of  hostesses  to 
give  two  thoughts  to  the  question. 

After  dinner  I  don't  know  which  was  most 
interesting,  my  friend's  accounts  of  sport  -with 
salmon  in  Ireland  and  Scotland,  or  with  barbel, 
roach,  and  dace  in  the  Trent.  Never  was  there  a 
more  catholic  angler.  Your  salmon  fisherman  as 
a  rule  cares  little  about  other  sport  with  the 
rod,  but  here  was  one  who  described  sport  with 
roach,  dace,  and  barbel  with  all  the  zest  of  a  true 
disciple  of  the  Nottingham  style ;  but  as  he  said 
to  me,  "  An  angler  ought  to  be  an  all  roimd  angler," 
and  I  entirely  agree  with  him. 

During  my  stay  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
Mr.  John  Fosbroke,  and  seeing  him  land  a  trout  of 
about  21b. ;  he  is  over  eighty.  Many  an  angler 
who  has  fished  the  Dove  and  Manifold  near 
Hartington  will  remember  him  weU.  I  am  glad 
to  say  he  is  wonderfully  hearty,  though  a  little  bit 
deaf.  He  told  me  an  amusing  yarn  of  his  fishing 
with  the  late  Francis  Francis,  of  whom  he  speaks 
in  the  highest  terms  and  with  a  sly  joke  or  two. 

R.  B.  Marston. 
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It  is  pleasant  to  know  that  so  many  members  of 
our  Eoyal  Family  are  as  fond  of  field  sports  as  any 
of  the  millions  of  His  Majesty's  subjects,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  this  will  ever  be  the  case.  We 
anglers  are  certainly  glad  to  know  that  oiir  love  of 
angling  is  shared  by  many  of  our  Princes  and 
Princesses.  It  is  true  we  cannot  claim  that  His 
Majesty  the  King  is  a  very  keen  fisherman,  not  half 
so  keen  as  his  brother,  the  late  Duke  of  Edinburgh, 
or  his  son,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  but  it  is  quite  a 
mistake  to  suppose  that  His  Majesty  has  never 
taken  any  interest  in  fishing.  As  a  youth  he  fished 
in  the  Highlands,  and  when  as  Prince  of  Wales  he 
rented  Abergeldie  on  the  Dee  he  used  to  fish  for 
salmon  now  and  then,  though,  as  old  Donald  Morgan 
says.  His  Majesty  was  "  not  awful  enthusiastic." 
I  have  heard  it  darkly  hinted  that  King  Edward 
the  Seventh  never  caught  a  salmon,  so  I  asked 
Sir  Francis  Knollys,  and  he  kindly  replied  as 
follows : — 

"  Buckingham  Palace,  June  12,  1902. 
"  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday's 
date,  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  King  caught  a 
salmon  of  211bs.  weight  on  the  Floors  Castle  Water, 
on  the  Tweed,  in,  I  believe,  the  year  1865. 

"  The  King  has  also  fished  in  the  river  Saguenay, 
in  Canada. — I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  (Sigued)       Francis  Knollys. 
"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gaxette," 

This  kind  reply  from  Sir  Francis  disposes  of  the 
doubt  as  to  whether  the  King,  who  has  shot  Royal 
tigers  and  Royal  stags,  has  ever  killed  a  Royal 
salmon.  I  have  no  doubt  myself  that  His  Majesty 
has  killed  a  good  many,  as  well  as  trout  and  sea 
trout,  and  pike  and  perch,  and  if  he  would  only 
get  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  give  him  a  day  on  his 
water  on  the  Dee  this  autumn,  and  fit  him  up 
properly,  he  would  soon  throw  physic  to  the  dogs, 
and  beat  H.R.H.  at  the  long  cast. 

As  regards  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  the 
Queen,  we  have  long  known  that  she  is  a  keen 
disciple  of  Izaak  Walton,  as  is  also  Princess 
Victoria,  and  they  often  fish  together  when  in 
Scotland.  "  Her  Majesty's  fishing  rod,"  writes 
Mrs.  Tooley,  in  her  "Life  of  Queen  Alexandra," 
"  is  costly  and  dainty,  being,  inlaid  with  gold,  and 
made  to  put  together  in  six  pieces*  ;  she  only  uses 
artificial  baits,  and  tries  to  persuade  others  to  do 
the  same."  Her  Majesty  has  killed  salmon  in 
Ireland,  and  it  is  well  known  that  so  deadly  is  the 
"  Alexandra  "  fly,  named  after  her,  that  its  use  is 
prohibited  on  many  waters. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  is  perhaps  the  keenest  and 
best  angler  our  Royal  Family  has  ever  produced, 
and  will  spend  long  days  on  Deeside  enjoying  the 
sport.  It  is  a  pity  that  the  blessed  State  duties 
prevent  the  Prince  getting  half  as  much  salmon 
fishing  as  he  would  like  to  have. 

Then  the  Princess  Louise,  Duchess  of  Argyll, 
and  the  Duchess  of  Fife  are  devoted  to  angling. 
When  in  Canada  Princess  Louise  had  grand 
sport  with  the  salmon,  and  some  years  ago  I 
published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  an  account  of 
Her  Royal  Highness  fishing  from  a  birch  bark 
canoe  when  camping  out  in  the  wilds  of  Canada. 
An  old  Canadian  angler,  who  was  one  of  the  party, 
said  the  Princess  always  hooked  and  played  the 
fish  with  such  skill  and  strength  that  she  rarely 
lost  one,  and  did  it  in  half  the  time  many  a  man 
would  take.  One  particularly  fine  fish  she  sent 
home  in  ice  to  the  late  Queen  Victoria.  The  Duchess 
of  Fife  has  had  many  good  days'  sport  on  the  Dee, 
near  Mar  Lodge,  and  spends  much  of  her  time 
with  her  children  in  the  enjoyment  of  her  favourite 
sport  while  the  Duke  is  deerstalking. 

Those  jolly  specimens  of  Young  England,  Prince 
Edward  and  Prince  Albert,  sons  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  are  both  keen  on  fishing,  and  each  of  them 
caught  a  nice  lot  of  roach  with  the  fly  recently ; 
even  little  Princess  Mary  was  successful  in  landing 
one.  Last  month  the  young  Princes  tried  their 
hands  at  the  trout  in  a  Norfolk  stream,  and  Prince 
Albert  (aged  six)  got  a  brace  and  Prince  Edward 

*  If  I  am  not  mistaken  this  rod  was  presented  to 
Her  Majesty  about  twenty  years  ago  by  MetBfs.  Little 
and  Go.  Mr,  Joseph  Richardson,  the  then  manager, 
had  the  honour  of  personally  presenting  it, — B.  B.  M. 


(aged  seven)  halt  a  brace,  with  the  fly,  March 
Brown  and  Black  Gnat.  The  fact  that  they  were 
able  to  send  a  trout  to  His  Majesty  the  Kiog,  who 
was  then  staying  at  Sandringham,  and  a  brace  to 
their  parents  in  London,  afforded  them  as  great 
pleasure  as  the  catching  of  the  half-pounders.  They 
have  taken  as  many  as  fifteen  or  twenty  roach  each 
of  an  evening. 

One  thing  is  certain — His  Majesty  has  no  more 
devoted  subjects  than  anglers,  whether  they  fish 
for  the  lordly  salmon  or  the  humble  roach,  and  we 
all  pray  that  he  may  speedily  be  restored  to  health, 
and  be  able  and  also  willing  to  go  a-fishing. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


MR.  HEDLEY  F.  NOREIS. 


President  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

The  President  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  for  the 
present  year  is  also  one  of  its  most  popular  and 
genial  members,  Mr.  Hedley  F.  Norris,  who  has 
almost  since  its  commencement  been  on  the  Com- 


Fishing  Gazette  Mr.  Norris  came  across  a  discus- 
sion on  the  subject  of  some  wonderful  paste,  of 
which  one  of  our  readers  gave  the  name  of  old 
Kinsella  as  the  inventor ;  he  must  have  had  some- 
thing more  than  local  fame. 

Mr.  Norris's  first  fly  fishing  experiences  began  at 
school  at  Bradfield,  which  is  probably  the  only 
public  school  in  England,  except  Winchester, 
where  trout  fishing  can  be  pursued  by  the  boys 
while  at  school.  The  little  Pang  flows  at  the  very 
foot  of  the  playing  grounds,  and,  considering  the 
smallness  of  its  size,  it  probably  carries  as  heavy 
trout  and  as  good  a  stock  as  any  of  the  southern 
chalk  streams. 

Although  at  this  time  cricket  was  his  goddess, 
Mr.  Norris  began  to  philander  with  his  old  love — 
fishing — and  after  many  blanks  and  disappointments 
at  last  caught  his  first  trout  on  a  May  Fly  of 
gigantic  proportions.  The  next  day  was  the  Oriel 
match,  and  having  gone  in  first  and  his  innings 
having  terminated  rather  soon,  he  stole  off  to  the 
river  and  annexed  the  rod  of  his  fag  whom  he 
found  flogging  the  water.  So  engrossed  was  he — 
there  was  a  heavy  rise  of  May  Fly  on — that  the 


Hedley  F.  Noehis,  Esq. 
(President  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club.) 


mittee,  and  has  also  occupied  the  position  of 
honorary  librarian  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Norris's  fishing  experiences  began  somewhat 
early  in  life,  in  fact  about  the  tender  age  of  seven. 
His  father  at  that  time  was  living  at  Grantham,  and 
one  of  the  most  noted  fishermen  of  the  place  was 
one  Sergeant  Kinsella,  who  had  served  under  Major 
Norris  during  the  many  years  he  held  a  commission 
in  the  64th  Foot.  Prompted  by  his  young  admirer, 
Kinsella  begged  hard  to  be  allowed  to  instruct 
"  the  Major's  boy"  in  the  rudiments  of  the  gentle 
art,  and,  after  many  objections  on  the  Major's  part, 
the  old  Irish  soldier  was  entrusted  with  the  lad  for 
a  day's  outing.  Doubtless  some  stretch  of  the 
river  Witham  must  have  been  the  venue,  but 
wherever  it  was  leave  from  the  then  Dake  of 
Rutland  had  to  be  obtained.  The  water  was  teena- 
ing  with  roach  and  bream,  and  the  Sergeant's 
creel  was  filled  to  overflowing ;  his  young  pupil's 
share  of  the  spoil,  however,  was  one  roach  and  an 
old  boot,  which,  masquerading  in  the  current  as  a 
heavy  fish,  gave  both  excitement  and  disappoint- 
ment before  it  was  landed.  It  is  only  a  year  or 
two  ago  that  in  the  correspondence  columns  of  the 


school  eleven  ultimately  took  the  field  without 
their  fast  bowler,  and  the  captain  subsequently 
expressed  his  feelings  in  language  terse  but  to  the 
point. 

But  real  education  in  trout  fishing,  however, 
took  place  later  on  in  the  brooks  of  north  Wales 
and  the  fords  of  the  river  Teme,  and  many  an 
Easter  saw  Mr.  Norris  on  the  Barle  at  Dulverton. 
Of  late  years,  however,  his  fishing  has  been  divided 
into  three  periods — a  week  at  Easter  on  the  Teme 
with  the  wet  fly,  the  week  ends  with  the  dry  fly  on 
the  Pang  in  May  and  June,  and  a  month  in  the 
autumn  with  the  salmon  and  sea-trout  on  the 
west  coast  of  Scotland.  His  last  day's  fishing 
in  Scotland  was  on  Oct.  7  last,  with  only 
the  three  hours  from  eleven  to  two  available. 
However,  three  fish  of  71b.,  141b.,  and  17lb., 
all  caught  between  half  -  past  twelve  and  two, 
were  not  a  bad  wind  up.  Mr.  Norris  has  never 
bought  a  salmon  fiy  or  caught  a  salmon  except  on 
a  fly  of  his  own  making,  and  could  nearly  say  the 
same  thing  of  trout.  He  has  represented  hia 
county  at  cricket  and  hockey,  and  his  clubs  at 
both  football  and  lawn-tennis,  but  he  would  rathex 
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'  have  a  day's  fishing,  if  only  among  the  fingerlings 
!  of  I  a  moorland  stream,  than  follow  any  other  form 
!  of  sport. 

'  Jc.  Mr.  Norris  has  always  taken  great  interest  and 
a  prominent  part  in  all  the  affairs  of  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club,  and  to  his  exertions  its  success  is 
due  in  no  small  degree. 


IN  LAMBOUEN'S  VALE. 


BoxFOED  is  a  restful  little  spot  in  this  lovely 
valley,  with  the  famous  Lamboum  trout  stream 
at  its  very  doors ;  its  old-fashioned  church,  quaint 
thatched  cottages,  and  splendid  views.  It  is  not 
surprising  that  artists  have  transferred  to  canvas 
beautiful  pictures  of  this  interesting  locality. 
Visitors  to  the  Eoyal  Academy  will  not  fail  to 
have  been  struck  with  the  clever  painting  by  Mr. 
Alfred  East,  A.K.A.,  depicting  a  stretch  of  the 
river  at  this  Berkshire  village,  which  will  give 
some  idea  of  the  quiet  beauty  of  the  landscape. 

Boxtord  is  aa  easy  going  place.  Anglers  and 
artists  pay  it  due  homage,  for  there  is  endless  scope 
for  the  exercise  and  employment  of  the  rod,  brush, 
and  pencil,  and  though  the  trout  here  cannot  as  a 
rule  boast  the  dimensions  of  their  brethren  lower 
down  yet  they  are  trout  all  the  same,  and  what  is 
lacking  in  size  is  amply  atoned  for  in  quantity.  The 
village  is  about  five  miles  distant  from  the  busy 
market  town  of  Newbury,  so  teloved  by  Kennet 


air  uncommonly  crisp.  It  was  almost  June  by  the 
calendar,  but  the  thermometer  stood  at  less  than 
forty,  and  the  atmosphere  was  certainly  suggestive 
of  winter  and  ice.  With  the  exception  of  frost, 
we  encountered  almost  every  other  description  of 
weather  one  could  imagine.  There  were  hailstorms, 
thunder  and  lightning,  gales,  and  biting  northerly 
and  easterly  winds,  and  on  eight  days  out  ot  the 
nine  we  remained  at  Boxford  rain  fell  more  or  less 
persistently  from  mom  till  night.  And  yet  the 
frail  and  slender  May  Fly,  which  delights  in  sun- 
shine and  warmth,  was  expected  to  hatch  out 
every  day.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  lowness  of  the 
temperature  the  unsettled  times  would  not  have 
been  grumbled  at  by  the  May  Fly  or  any  other 
fisher.  Clothed  in  waders  and  waterproof  jackets, 
it  was,  perhaps,  uncomfortable  and  anything  but 
exhilarating  to  paddle  about  the  water  meadows 
and  by  the  side  of  the  sedge  fringed  stream,  but  in 
the  clear  Lamboum  the  patter  of  the  rain  drops 
on  the  surface  kept  the  angler  from  the  view  of  the 
fish  and  enabled  him  to  get  on  something  like  level 
terms  with  his  quarry,  whilst  the  wind,  which  at 
times  raised  wavelets  on  the  more  exposed  lengths, 
still  further  assisted  one  to  fill  the  basket  with 
bonny  trout.  In  fact,  as  the  weeds  had  only  been 
recently  cut,  the  piscator  blessed,  rather  than 
anathematised,  the  wind  and  rain.  But  May  Fly 
fishing  until  the  end  of  the  week  was  almost  a 
farce.  The  fly  came  up  very  slowly  and  thinly. 
Still,  the  absence  of  the  May  Fly  notwithstanding, 
most  excellent  sport  was  had  by  my  friend  and 


with  some  fear  and  trepidation,  the  novelty  was 
ofiered  to  the  trout.  We  quickly  realised  that  we 
had  hit  upon  a  really  good  thing,  something  which 
the  fish  would  take  with  avidity.  Fished  dry  or 
wet,  up  stream  or  down  stream,  worked  or  other- 
wise, and  at  all  hours  from  sunrise  to  sunset — even 
when  on  the  one  day  we  had  sunshine  the  full 
glare  was  on  the  water — did  we  basket  fish  with  the 
nondescript.  Six  and  a-half  brace  in  a  single 
afternoon  did  it  account  for,  and  each  time  it  was 
put  up  we  never  failed  to  return  home  with  from 
nine  to  twelve  brace  between  us  which  had  fallen 
victims  to  its  deadly  attractiveness. 

No— in  answer  to  anticipated  questions — it  was 
not  an  improved  Alexandra,  or  anything  resembliuj; 
it.  It  was  built  of  herl,  tinsel,  and  feather,  I 
would  fain,  being,  as  I  am,  one  of  the  most  un- 
selfish anglers  who  ever  caught  a  trout,  give  the 
dressing,  but  my  cautious  coadjutor  suggests  that 
imtil  further  trial  has  been  made  of  the  "  new  found 
out,"  the  secret  of  its  composition  should  be  kept  a 
profound  secret.  I  dare  not  venture  to  join  issue 
with  him,  nor  set  his  wishes  at  defiance.  The 
honour  of  the  evolution  of  the  pattern  belongs  not 
to  me,  though  I  made  with  mine  own  fingers  the 
examples  which  killed  the  fish  !  This,  however, 
I  am  free  to  say,  that  should  the  nondescript 
prove,  after  more  experiments,  as  killing  on  other 
waters  as  it  most  assuredly  did  on  four  different 
sections  of  the  Lamboum  upon  which  it  was  tried,  it 
will  certainly  be  heard  of  again,  and  that  not  in 
the  dim  and  distant  future.  H.  A.  Bolt. 
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fishermen,  on  the  light  Lamboum  Valley  line.  I 
cannot  say  that  it  boasts  a  railway  station  in  the 
general  acceptation  of  the  word,  for  the  "  station  " 
consists  of  a  wooden  hut  ;  the  chef  de  gare,  porter, 
ticket  collector,  and  booking  clerk  are  one  an  i  all 
represented  by  a  lad  of,  as  nearly  as  I  can  guess, 
the  tender  age  of  twelve  years  I  Trains  are  few  and 
far  between,  and  newspapers  are  hardly  procurable. 
But  the  district  and  its  surroundings  are  full  of 
charm.  Wild  flowers  of  all  sorts  are  to  be  found 
in  the  meadows,  bird  life  is  abundant  and  varied  in 
character — butterflies  and  moths  are  particularly 
numerous.  The  pretty  orange  tips,  silver  "  Ys," 
latticedheaths,  peacocks,  tortoise-shells,  holly-blues, 
end  large  and  small  whites  can  be  collected  by  the 
score  without  trouble,  and  the  well-kept  gardens 
towards  the  end  of  May  and  in  early  Juno  are 
gorgeous  with  splendid  collections  of  what  are 
known  as  "  late  "  flowering  or  fancy  tulips — those 
bizarres  and  byblomens  which  in  yearn  gone  by 
were  so  much  valued  and  prized  by  the  Dutchman, 
the  florist,  and  connoisseur. 

I5ut  what  of  the  trout  fishing  ?  It  was  the  last 
day  of  May  when  I  alighted  at  lioxford  with  a 
companion  on  angling  intent,  having  the  fortune  to 
secure  for  a  colleague  a  piscator  more  enthusiastic 
and  keen  than  I  can  claim  to  be  myself,  which  is 
saying  a  deal.  The  rain  fell  in  torrents,  and  the 
roaring  fire,  which  the  hostess  of  the  well-kept 
farm  at  which  we  were  to  sojourn  had  caused  to  be 
lighted  in  our  sitting  room,  was  cheerful  and 
acceptable,  for  the  wind  was  in  the  east  and  the 


myself.  The  section  we  had  the  opportunity  of 
exploring  was  situated  above  the  famous  Mill  pool 
hard  by  the  church.  It  was  well  bushed  on  one 
side  (rather  more  so,  perhaps,  than  many  might 
like),  and  was  calculated  to  make  the  bill  for  lost 
flies  and  tackle  a  somewhat  heavy  item  The  best 
fish  were  almost  invariably  found  to  lie  in  perfect 
fishy  fortresses,  where  casting  was  extremely 
difficult,  and  the  slightest  mistake  meant  the  loss 
of  a  fly,  and  perhaps  half,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the 
cast.  In  places  the  stream  rippled  over  gravelly 
shallows,  so  that  the  trout  there  were  approachable 
in  calm  weather  only  stealthily.  In  no  case  could 
the  stretch  be  deemed  easy  to  fish.  As  it  was,  we 
relied  the  first  day  of  our  trip  on  Pale  Olives,  Gold 
Ribbed  Hare's  Ears,  and  Duns  of  various  names, 
but  at  the  end  of  the  day  so  scratchy  was  the  rise, 
and  so  averse  did  the  trout  appear  to  take 
surface  food,  that  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
something  different  must  be  discovered  if  we  were 
to  overcome  their  wiles.  Two  heads  are  generally 
better  than  one,  and,  after  long  cogitation  and 
much  thought,  the  happy  idea  of  concocting  a  new 
fly  flashed  upon  us  in  view  of  the  wooded  nature  of 
the  stream.  But  we  were  miles  and  miles  away 
from  any  dresser,  and  but  for  the  fortunate  fact 
that  one  of  us  was  able  to  turn  out  a  respectable 
representation  of  a  fly,  our  views  could  not  have 
been  put  to  practical  use  in  time  to  be  of  service. 
To  make  a  long  story  short,  a  dozen  of  the  new 
pattern  was  prepared  ere  the  maid  announced 
breakfast  on  the  second  morning  of  our  stay,  and. 


IN  THE  "GOLDEN  VALLEY." 
By  The  Amateur  Angler. 


Just  as  "in  youth  a  young  man's  fancy  lightly 
turns  to  thoughts  of  love,"  so  doth  an  old  man's 
fancy  with  more  of  wisdom,  as  he  thinks,  bred 
from  experience,  turn  to  fishing.  I  am  on  the  side 
of  the  ancients. 

I  find  myfelf  once  again  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Wye,  and  in  company  of  the  dear  old  man, 
who  is  as  great  a  cripple  but  as  full  of  cheery 
anecdotes  as  ever.  I  will  give  you  one  or  two 
samples,  deprived  of  much  of  their  raciness  in 
the  telling.  His  stories  are  generally  of  a  tragic 
character,  but  here  is  one  which  has  something  of 
the  comic  element.  A  neigbour  farmer  had  come 
home  from  market  late  at  night,  and  jolly  as  usual, 
to  put  it  mildly.  Sitting  over  the  fire  he  soon  fell 
asleep,  and  managed  to  drop  his  beautiful  set  of 
false  teeth  into  the  ashes.  Next  morning  the 
housemaid  in  raking  out  the  grate  found  these 
teeth,  and,  horrified  at  the  sight,  she  rushed  up 
stairs,  screaming,  "  Oh  Missis  I  Missis  !  the  master's 
fell  in  the  fire  and  is  burnt  to  ashes,  and  there's 
nothing  left  but  his  teeth,  and  here  they  be ! 
Oh,  oh  I" 

Another  over-true  tragic  story  was  that  of  an 
acquaintance  ot  his  in  his  youthful  days,  about  the 
time  when  the  Rebeccaites  were  going  about 
destroying  turnpike  gates.  A  gay  young  spark  had 
been  at  a  hvmt  meet,  and,  riding  a  splendid  colt, 
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came  up  to  a  turnpike  gate — say,  three  sheets  in 
the  wind.  He  insisted  on  having  the  gate  opened 
at  once.  The  old  woman  refused  till  the  gate- 
money  was  paid.  He  swore  he  wouldn't  pay ;  if 
he  couldn't  pass  through  the  gate,  he'd  go  over  it. 
He  turned  round,  backed  his  horse  for  a  short 
distance,  and  made  a  dash  at  the  gate.  The  horse 
cleared  it  grandly,  but  caught  the  hoof  of  the  off 
hind  leg  in  an  iron  bar  that  covered  one  end 
of  the  top  of  the  gate,  and  the  poor  brute  came 
down  on  his  head,  and  was  killed  on  the  spot. 
The  youth  was  taken  up  insensible,  and  is  still 
living,  a-highly  respected  old  gentleman.  Another 
and  extraordinary  thing  happened  only  a  few 
months  ago  to  an  old  friend  of  his.  He  was 
breaking  a  splendid  young  cart-horse  to  work  in 
the  team.  The  horse  was  being  hooked  on  to  the 
team  at  plough  in  a  field  ;  something  startled  him, 
and  he  bolted  just  as  they  were  hooking  the  traces. 
The  farmer  was  knocked  down,  and  the  traces  some- 
how caught  round  his  foot,  and  by  an  extraordinary 
chance  got  firmly  hooked. 

The  horse  broke  off  at  full  gallop,  dragging  the 
man  by  the  one  leg.  Somehow  he  managed  to  get 
the  free  leg  over  the  other  as  the  horse  dashed 
through  a  hedge,  and  then,  by  a  still  more  remark- 
able chance,  the  other  trace  got  hooked  to  the  one 
round  the  foot,  and  so  providentially  both  legs  were 
kept  together  ;  so  it  happened  that  the  horse  still 
at  full  gallop  took  two  more  fences  and  came  into 
the  turnpike  road  with  the  poor  fellow  still  drag- 
ging behind  him.  After  a  further  gallop  for  some 
distance  along  the  turnpike  road,  he  was  stopped 
by  two  men.  The  farmer  was  insensible,  his 
clothes  were  completely  torn  from  his  back,  and 
the  flesh  from  his  bones  the  whole  length  of  his 
back,  as  pitiable  a  sight  as  ever  was  seen.  He 
was  convej'ed  to  a  hospital,  and  there  the  last 
reports  are  that  he  is  doing  well — for  this  occurred 
only  a  few  months  ago.  I  ventured  to  express 
some  doubt  as  to  the  strict  accuracy  of  the  dash 
through  the  hedges.  "  Pooh !  "  said  he,  "  it  is 
clear  you  never  saw  a  great,  mad,  young  cart-horse. 
What  is  a  fence  to  him '?  This  story  is  not  romance, 
but  an  incident  as  true  as  it  seems  incredible. 

It  is  time  that  I  betake  myself  to  the  water.  I 
find  the  distance  across  the  meadows  much  longer 
than  I  thought  when  I  walked  the  same  way  last 
Easter,  for  now  the  heat  is  intense.  When  I  last 
saw  the  river  it  was  brimful,  a  grand  sweeping 
stream,  strong,  irresistible,  now  I  find  it  like  other 
and  smaller  rivers,  at  some  places  easily  fordable. 
Unhappily,  in  the  stretch  of  a  mile  or  two  to  which 
1  have  access  there  are  no  trout.  Here  and  there 
in  the  shadow  of  the  bushes  chub  are  sometimes  to 
be  seen.  Chub  I  despise.  Perch  there  are,  doubt- 
less, but  they  will  not  rise  to  the  fly  as  a  rule, 
though  I  have  seen  them  caught  so.  To  fish  for 
chub  Izaak  Walton  advises  me  to  "  get  two  or 
three  grasshoppers  as  you  go  over  the  meadow,  and 
get  secretly  behind  the  tree  and  stand  as  free  from 
motion  as  is  possible,  then  put  a  grasshopper  on 
your  hook,  and  let  your  hook  hang  a  quarter  of  a 
yard  short  of  the  water.  But  it  is  likely  the  chub 
will  sink  down  towards  the  bottom  of  the  water  at 
the  first  shadow  of  your  rod  (for  chub  is  the  fear- 
fullest  of  fishes),  and  will  do  so  if  but  a  bird  fly  over 
him  and  the  least  shadow  on  the  water  ;  but  they 
will  presently  rise  up  again,  and  then  be  soaring 
till  some  shadow  affright  them  again."  All  this  is 
very  true.  I  accordingly,  in  crossing  the  meadows, 
looked  out  for  some  hoppers,  but  I  failed  to  find  any. 
I  fell  back  on  an  artificial  thing,  double-hooked, 
long  hairy  body  like  a  caterpillar,  and  a  gold  striped 
body.  1  found  a  place  where  the  river  swirled 
round,  forming  a  smooth  little  lake  underneath 
a  spreading  willow  and  other  bushes ;  but  there 
was  no  move  or  anything  like  a  rise.  I  hooked 
and  landed  a  decent  chub,  and  then  another.  I 
despise  that  sort  of  fishing,  and  there  seems  to  be 
no  chance  of  any  other  here,  so  I  give  it  up. 

Sahiion  there  are,  no  doubt,  but  I  have  no 
licence,  no  tackle,  no  skill  in  tliat  direction.  This 
stretch  of  the  river  needs  to  be  looked  after  by  the 
Conservancy  ]!oard  ;  it  is  not  my  business  to  look 
after  it  or  them.  I  only  know  that  my  boy  tells 
me  he  is  very  fond  of  fishing,  but  that  the  fishing 
he  has  seen  has  been  with  the  net,  not  with 
the  rod.  One  day  he  was  out  fishing  with  the 
keepers  of  a  certain  riparian  owner  when  they 
brought  out  over  a  score  of  splendid  salmon  weigh- 
ing over  201b.  each.  "That,"  says  he,  "is  the 
sort  of  sport  I  like."  "  That,"  said  I,  "  is  rank 
poaching,  and  should  be  put  a  stop  to."  I  am 
inclined  to  think  thi-t  it  was  owing  to  this  great 


event  that  the  attention  of  the  Conservancy  was 
aroused  to  the  netting  question,  and  now  netting 
is  no  longer  permitted,  or  at  least  is  suspended  for 
five  years. 

Finding  no  attraction  in  the  big  river  for  my 
small  efforts,  I  am  now  looking  out  for  some  less 
ambitious  but  more  trouty  stream.  I  had  been  told 
of  a  small  stream  in  the  "  Golden  Valley  "  called 
the  Dore,  and  thither  to-day  I  went  ia  search. 
It  is  twelve  miles  from  here  to  the  nearest  station 
— that  of  Dorstone.  I  was  impelled  to  make  this 
village  my  stopping  place  for  two  reasons. 

The  first  is  that  it  is  just  seventy  years  since  I 
saw  it  for  the  first  and  last  time,  and  I  want  d  to 
test  my  memory  as  to  whether  anything  would  be 
recalled  by  a  visit  there.  In  the  summer  of  1833 
my  father  resided  some  five  and  twenty  miles  away 
from  this  vUlage.  At  that  time  I  was  a  nice  little 
chap  of  eight  years,  and  my  father  was  pleased  to 
take  me  with  him  on  a  visit  to  an  old  uncle  who 
resided  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dorstone.  He 
rode  a  big  brown  mare,  and  I  a  small  black 
pony. 

It  was  a  long  and  a  memorable  ride  for  me,  and 
I  can  recall  little  of  it  except  crossing  the  big  river 
Wye,  the  biggest  I  had  ever  seen.  The  crossing 
must  have  been  at  liredwardine  Bridge,  and  I 
remembered  having  afterwards  to  climb  some  very 
rough  hills.  This  little  old  uncle  of  my  father's 
must  have  been  then  about  eighty  years  of  age, 
and  if  living  now  (but  I  rather  think  he  is  dead) 
would  be  about  150  years  old.  I  remember  him  as 
a  bright,  rosy-faced  cheery  little  man,  right  glad  to 
see  us  and  make  us  welcome.  I  remember  his 
features  and  style  of  chirping  about,  and  also  his 
son  Andrew,  a  youth  of  about  twenty,  who  inspired 
me  with  great  awe,  for  he  was  a  born  musici.an 
and  clever  mechanician,  for  he  had  made  himself  a 
violin,  and  could  play  on  it  most  divinely.  I  could 
not  on  this  renewed  visit  recall  the  residence, 
which  was  somewhere  outside  the  village,  but  a 
tall  pillar  of  granite,  which  was  surmounted  by  an 
ancient  sundial,  and  situated  on  a  mound  in  the 
middle  of  the  village,  seemed  to  remind  me  that  I 
had  seen  it  before  in  the  ancient  days. 

My  second  reason  for  coming  to  see  Dorstone 
was  on  account  of  the  fishing.  "  The  river  Dore 
takes  its  source  in  the  Golden  Well,  in  the  parish 
in  which  tradition  says  a  fish  was  caught  with  a 
golden  ring  in  its  gill."  It  seems  that  I  commenced 
at  the  wrong  end  of  the  "  river  "  ;  further  down 
beyond  Peterchurch  and  away  ofl'  to  Abbeydore 
it  appears  to  justify  its  title  of  being  a  "  famous 
trout  stream,"  but  here  at  Dorstone  it  is  not 
three  yards  wide.  I  had  asked  a  charming 
young  lady  whom  I  met  near  the  church 
where  the  river  was.  She  took  me  across 
the  road.  "  There,"  said  she,  "  is  the  river  Dore." 
"  Where  '?  "  said  I,  "  I  see  no  river  I  "  but  there  it 
was  under  my  nose — discoloured  by  cattle  above 
cooling  their  feet  in  the  drop  of  water  to  be  found 
in  it.  Notwithstanding  this  despicable  beginning 
of  things,  my  young  lady  informant  told  me 
there  were  plenty  of  trout  lower  down,  especially 
in  the  May  Fly  time.  She  herself,  and  her 
sister,  and  her  father,  and  her  brother  were  all 
enthusiastic  anglers,  and  did  wonders  some- 
times. "  But,  mind  you,  it  is  a  very  difficult  little 
river  to  fish,"  said  she ;  and  I  believe  her.  Pre- 
sumably it  is  from  the  legend  of  the  "  golden 
ring "  that  the  valley  takes  its  pretty  name. 
But  I  have  a  distinct  recollection  of  asking 
my  father,  as  we  were  riding  up  the  hill, 
why  it  was  called  "  The  Golden  Valley."  We 
stopped  on  the  ridge.  "  Look  down  there,  my  boy," 
said  he,  "  at  the  rich  crops  of  wheat  and  barley  and 
oats,  and  the  grand  meadows ;  it  is  because  of  the 
rich  quality  of  the  land  producing  these  fine  crops 
that  this  beautiful  valley  is  called  The  Golden." 
That  is  another  interpretation  of  its  title  ;  it  quite 
satisfied  me  then,  and  the  glimpse  I  have  now  had 
of  it  quite  justifies  the  title.  But  as  I  have  said, 
the  part  I  have  seen  to-day  has  no  claim  to  bring 
me  back  for  fishing  purposes. 

Up  to  this  point,  therefore,  I  have  no  fishing 
exploits  to  chronicle.  I  have  heard  of  other  places 
where  trout  are  said  to  abound,  but  they  are  far 
away.  If  I  can  reach  them  I  may  have  other 
adventures  to  record. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
pnlilished  liy  Sanipaon  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St 
Dniistan's  Ilouae,  Ketter  Lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
OlUce.— A  Cataloook  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  Government  Fuhllcations  can  be  had  od 
ajlilioatlon, 


OUE  SUPPLEMENT. 


WiTu  this  number  (July  19,  1902)  is  presented 
gratis  a  four-page  supplement  on  art  paper 
representing  "  Some  Royal  Anglers  " — His  Majesty 
King  Edward  VII.,  Queen  Alexandra  and  Princess 
Victoria,  The  King  (when  Prince  of  Wales)  playing 
a  salmon  in  company  with  the  late  Duke  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales  salmon 
fishing  on  the  Dee. 


A  PISCATOEIAL  POET-LAUEEATE. 


Low  as  on  the  score  of  literary  and  poetical 
merit  the  name  of  Nahum  Tate  must  ever  stand 
in  the  roll  of  England's  Poets-Laureate — the 
"  Dictionary  of  National  Biography  "  bluntly  dubs 
him  "  poetaster " — anglers  at  the  end  of  i  he 
seventeenth  century  were  not  slow  to  acknowledge 
their  obligation  to  him  for  the  part  he  took  in  the 
publication  of  that  now  little-known  work,  "The 
Innocent  Epicure  ;  or.  The  Art  of  Angling."  This 
versified  book  of  instruction  in  our  ever-fascinating 
pursuit  was  the  product  of  the  pen  of  one  "  J.  S.," 
and  Tate's  share  in  the  affair  was  limited  to 
"  editing  "  the  work,  which,  first  published  in  1697, 
was  a  "  poem  "  of  some  1260  lines  ;  but  the  second 
edition,  which  appeared  in  1713,  was  some  400 
lines  longer.  Who  "  J.  S."  was  has  never  betii 
discovered  to  this  day.  From  Tate's  preface  to 
the  work  it  will  be  sufficient  to  quote  the  following 
characteristic  passage : — 

"  The  cast  and  design  of  the  work  are  after  the 
model  of  ancient  and  best  received  poets  on  such 
arguments :  the  style  lively,  and  as  elevated  as 
was  proper  for  the  matter  of  which  he  treats,  and 
discovers  a  genius  capable  of  managing  a  greater 
subject :  the  numbers  are  smooth  and  easy  ;  and 
if  there  is  not  always  a  servile  strictness  of  rhjme, 
that  seems  to  me  a  judicious  negligence  (in  a  piece 
where  Nature  ought  to  have  the  ascendant)  and 
becoming  a  gentleman  who  wrote  for  his  pleasure, 
and  makes  not  poetry  his  profession." 

One  or  two  of  the  "  rhymes "  (or  rather  want 
thereof)  in  the  lines  I  shall  quote  will  show,  even 
to  the  least  practised  ear,  that  this  apology  for  not 
always  adhering  to  a  "  servile  strictness  "  of  rhyme 
was  very  much  needed. 

Of  course  it  was  natural  that,  in  the  verbose 
exordium  with  which  the  writer  introduces  his 
subject,  due  tribute  should  be  paid  to  Walton, 
Cotton,  and  Venablcs,  whom  he  thus  apostro- 
phises : — 

Hail  I  great  triumvirate  of  Angling — bail ! 
Ye  who  best  taught  and  here  did  best  excel. 
Play  here  the  gods ;  play  here  the  heroes'  part : 
Yourselves  the  proto-poets  of  the  art. 
My  humble  breast  with  powerful  flames  inspire 
To  teach  the  world  what  justly  we  admire. 
Jojs  fraught  with  innocence,  of  dangers  free, 
Riptures  which  none  but  we  should  so  enjoy. 

Here  it  may  be  observed  in  passing  that  one  who, 
greatly  daring,  puts  "  enjoy "  to  rhyme  with 
"  free,"  displays  a  magnificent  scorn  of  that 
"  servile  strictness  "  of  which  Tate  speaks  in  his 
preface. 

Our  poet  then  enlarges  on  the  happiness  of  those 
who  are  privileged  to 

chuse  a  sport 
Full  of  content,  and  crowned  with  healthful  ease. 
Where  Nature  frets  not  while  ourselves  we  please. 

Here  the  writer  almost  rises  to  the  heights  of 
poetry ;  but  soon  he  falls  into  a  Tupperian  style, 
as  thus — 

For,  search  all  Nature  and  this  truth  you'll  find — 
Variety,  the  mistress  of  mankind. 
Is  not  to  species  or  to  sex  confined. 

The  writer's  observations  on  the  salmon  and  the 
trout  contain  nothing  specially  worthy  of  notice, 
but  there  is  real  merit  in  the  line — 

That  mighty  Nimrod  of  the  streams,  the  pike, 

which  certainly  may  be  allowed  to  rank  with 
Pope's  line  in  "  Windsor  Forest  " — 

And  pikes,  the  tyrants  of  the  wateiy  plains. 

J.  S.  discusses  in  turn  the  varieties  of  rods,  lines, 
and  bait  used  for  thete  bigger  fish,  but  there  is  not 
anything  to  vary  the  monotony  of  his  "  smooth 
and  easy "  numbers,  except  some  startling  de- 
partures from  rhyming. 

Those  whimsical-minded  anglers  who,  just  for 
variety's  sike,  have  tried  (and  tiied  successfully!) 
such  odd  bnit  as  a  quid  of  tobacco  when  fishing 
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MESSES.  G.  LITTLE  &  CO.'S  NEW 
ILLUSTEATED  CATALOGUE. 


It  was  nearly  twenty  years  ago,  we  believe,  that 
this  old  established  firm  had  the  honour  of  pre- 
senting to  her  present  Majesty  Queen  Alexandra, 
when  Princess  of  Wales,  a  splendidly  mounted 
fishing  rod,  which  has  since  often  been  used  by  her 
most  gracious  Majesty,  who,  like  many  members 
of  the  Royal  Family,  is  very  fond  of  the  sport  of 
angliog.    {Sec  our  article  "  Royal  Anglers.") 

Messrs.  Little  &  Co.  have  also  supplied  other 
members  of  the  Royal  Family.  In  their  very  nicely 
got  up  new  list,  which  covers  practically  the  whole 
field  of  angling,  we  may  mention  Little's  "  New  Sea 
Rig,"  which  is  so  made  as  to  pack  up  very  comfort- 
ably with  one's  rod.  It  is  also  claimed  for  it  that 
it  is  less  liable  to  get  hung  up  ;  it  is  very  strong 
and  well  made. 

Although  not  exactly  a  novelty,  Messrs.  Little's 
V-shaped  Landing  Ring,  with  knuckle  joint,  handle, 
and  spring,  is  very  much  appreciated  by  their 
customers  as  being  easy  to  handle,  very  simple  in 
action,  and  strong  and  compact.  It  can  be  carried 
slung  from  the  basket,  or  from  a  ring  and  sling  to 
go  over  the  shoulders.  The  latter  is  the  safer  plan 
of  the  two. 

The  "  Haymarket  Combination  Sea  Reel "  is  one 
of  the  best  on  the  market.  It  is  made  in  four 
different  sizes,  5in.,  54in.,  6in.,  and  6^in.  in 
diameter,  a  well-made,  strong  reel  with  ventilation 
holes,  line-guard,  etc. 

The  "  Thomas  Mahseer  Reel "  is  a  strongly- 


SUNDAY  AT  BALLYSHANNON * 

{Contvnued  from  page  21.) 

"  Samuel  Gilhert,  the  sergeant  of  police,  was  next 
called  up  as  witness.  He  deponed  that  about  one 
o'clock  that  morning  the  police-barrack  had  been 
attacked  by  a  body  of  at  least  a  hundred  men ; 
that  the  police,  who  had  been  keeping  a  bright 
look  out,  had  seen  them  approaching,  and  had 
opened  a  fire  upon  them;  that,  nothing  checked 
thereby,  the  people  had  made  a  rush,  and  before 
the  police  could  reload  had  suiTounded  the  barrack 
and  had  ■  made  them  all  prisoners  ;  that  ■  they 
detained  them  prisoners  for  several  hours,  and 
liberated  them  finally  only  when  day  began  to 
dawn ;  that  on  being  set  free,  the  police  had 
hurried  down  to  Mr.  Hector's  nets,  and  had  found 
everything  destroyed;  that,  in  consequence,  they 
had  pushed  on  to  Ballyshannon,  where  they  arrived 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  finding 
the  prisoners  up  at  that  unusual  hour,  and  seeing 
their  clothes  wet  and  covered  with  mud  and  sand, 
they  had  considered  it  their  duty  to  apprehend 
them. 

The  Chairman  thought  that  nothmg  could  be 
more  satisfactory  and  conclusive,  and  turning 
short  upon  the  prisoners,  asked  whether  any  of 
them  had  aught  to  say  against  their  being 
forthwith  committed  to  take  their  trials  for  the 

outrage.  .  ,    ,  . 

Upon  this  Michael  Rowan,  assummg  the  look  of 
conscious  innocence,  and  calling  up  a  countenance 
half-shrewd,  half-silly,  that  might  have  baffled  a 


for  perch,  will  appreciate  fully  what  J .  S.  writes 

of  this  sportive  creature,  who,  as  he  says— 
Kickshaws  eats,  but  notbing  comes  amiss; 

but  for  whom,  in  a  general  way,  he  declares  that 

the  lob-worm  and  the  blue-tail  "  fur  all  else  excel." 

Then  he  adds  : —  i 
Though,  when  misfortune  all  my  hopes  has  crossed,  ; 
And  all  my  baits  were  either  spent  or  lost. 
Fruitful  necessity  this  chaDge  bos  wrought 
And  to  my  aid  this  useful  knowledge  brought : 
Some  little  part  of  my  least  valued  prize 
Has  furnished  me  most  fortunate  supplies. 
The  roach  or  dace  in  little  pieces  cut,  _ 
And  on  the  hook  with  careful  safety  put. 
Have  with  unthought  advantage  slaughtered  more 

■  Than  all  the  lost  preparatives  before. 

"  Nor  was  this  trial  trivially  blest. 
For  pike  and  chub  have  strenuously  prest 
To  force  the  liquorish  bit  before  the  rest. 
Thus  other  baits  ingenious  souls  may  try, 
And  owe  great  things  to  curiosity. 

Of  this  last  couplet  it  may  certainly  be  said  that 

it   contains   a   piece   of  piscatorial  philosophy, 

plainly  and  pithily  expressed,  which  has  many 

times  been  put  to  practical  proof. 

The  barbel  next  comes  under  the  author's  notice, 

and  then  the    chub,   or,   as  he  calls  it,  the 

"chevin," 

who  is  always  found 
In  quick,  deep  streams  that  run  o'er  marly 
ground. 

For  though  in  muddy  rivers  much  he  preys. 
Yet  there  he  nicely  seeks  the  sands  or  clays. 
Discoursing  next  both  freely  and  fluently  of 

bream  and  carp,  our  piscatorial  poet  very  sapiently 

says : — 

Of  such  vast  moment  is  the  place  and  time, 
Your  baulking  these  oft  baulks  your  whole  design. 

— where  rhyme  is  again  remorselessly  sacrificed  to 

reason. 

Regarding  tench,  he  says  to  his  reader— 

if  resolved  to  try 
That  patience  which  exceeds  philosophy, 

(a  line  which  almost  deserves  to  become  a  stock 

quotation )  — 
I'll  tell  thee  where's  their  likeliest  haunt  and  when 
They  freshliest  bite  and  easiest  are  ta'en. 

Bat  space    does  not  allow  of  further  quotation 

here.    Then  he  comes  to  the  ruff,  whom  he  rightly 

describes  as  "  no  commoner  "  : — 

A  bold  free  biter,  though  a  little  one. 
These  Norwich  plenteous  streams  most  justly  boast. 
Here  most  beloved,  and  here  abounding  most. 
Nor  must  I  sacred  Cam  in  this  forget, 
Cam,  in  my  verse  for  nobler  reasons  set. 
To  raise  my  song,  for  'tis  the  Muses'  seat. 
No  wonder" there  the  wateiy  natives  throng. 

Then  :— 

Nor,  happy  Njne  [Nene]  must  thou  my  verse  evade 

Unpoached  are  all  thy  streams,  thy  meadows  free. 
What  streams  are  worthy  to  compare  with  thee? 
What  but  fair  Trent,  that,  whereso'er  she  flows, 
Nature  luxuriant  in  her  favour  shows. 
Not  thrice  Ten  Rivers,  as  some  meanly  feign. 
But  thrice  so  many  natives  give  her  name. 
Though,  should  we  trace  her  to  her  spacious  ja  vs 
Thrice  thrice  ten  various  kinds  we  might  disc.Oie: 
The  angler's  luxury  thou  art,  and  he 
No  recreation  wants  that  lives  by  thee. 
The  Trent  is  still  of  course  a  popular  stream 
with  Waltonians,  though  whether  it  is  now  en- 
titled to  the  proud  distinguishing  epithet  of  "  the 
angler's  luxury"  must  be  left  to  the  decision  of 
those  more  extensively  and  practically  acqua.nted 
with  it  than  I  can  boast  of  being. 

It  only  remains  now  to  quote  the  concluding 
quatrain  of  this  curious  and  not  unentertaining 
piece  of  work  : — 

Such  is  the  angler's  life,  so  truly  blest 
Are  those  that  wait  on  fickle  fortune  least: 
That  taste  my  joys  and  hold  them  what  they  are. 
And  scorn  to  bring  things  trivial  in  compare. 
So  lame  and  impotent  a  conclusion  to  a  some- 
what skilful  bit  of  versification,  with  here  and 
there  a  dash  of  real  merit,  makes  one  think  it 
must  have  been  perpetrated  by  the  twaddler  Tate 
himself.  Rodwkll  Hookham. 


LTRA  Piscatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fisli,  Flies,  Kislung  and 
FUhcrmen.  By  CoTSWOi,i>  ISYS,  .M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  fJuide 
Dry-Fly  Fishini?,'  etc.  The  Fitld  says  :  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
wrilt«n  w>me  of  the  sweetest  an^'ling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
•Lyra  Piscafiria'  is  a  delightful  volume."  The  Amateur  AmiUr 
»ays  •  "All  the  jioems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  lememher."  The  >)Ook  may  he  obtained  trom  the 
Author,  a'ldressed  to  37,  King-street,  Covent-gardcn,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  iis.  Od. 


Little's  Folding  Landing-net, 


made  gun  metal  reel,  made  to  hold  the  long  lines 
used  in  this  fishing.  Its  special  feature  is  that  the 
revolving  plate  has  a  V-shaped  groove  in  the  outer 
edge.  The  brake  is  a  V-shaped  wedge,  with  a 
thumb  piece,  and  is  fastened  to  the  reel  plate  by  a 
steel  spring,  the  wedge  being  just  clear  of  the 
groove  in  revolving  plate.  Any  pressure  on  the 
thumb  piece  causes  the  wedge  to  engage  with  the 
groove,  and  enables  any  greater  or  less  brake  power 
to  be  used  as  desired  by  the  angler. 

The  only  objection  we  have  found  to  this  reel  is 
that  the  reel  plate  has  a  metal  stop  on  it  which 
prevents  its  use  with  ordinary  winch  fittings,  but 
this  can  be  very  easily  removed  with  a  file. 

Little's  "  St.  Ronan's  "  Fly  Rods.— These  are  all 
greenheart  in  two  joints,  and  made  in  8ft.,  9ft.,  and 
10ft.  lengths.  There  are  two  tops  carried  in  a  cane 
landing  handle.  These  rods  are  beautifully  made 
in  every  way,  and  have  cedar  handles  and  double 
brazed  ferrules  and  bronzed  fittings.  For  small 
stream  fishing,  or  for  a  youth  or  lady,  nothing  could 
be  better  than  these  excellent  rods. 

"We  must  again  mention  Rfessrs.  Little's  Sea 
Fishing  Bag,  the  invention  of  a  member  of  the 
Gresham  Angling  Society  who  does  much  sea 
fishing.  The  advantages  claimed  for  it  are  :— 
Practically  indestructible,  being  made  of  water- 
proof sailmakers'  cloth,  and  yet  is  very  light ;  will 
carry  any  weight  lip  to  401b. ;  can  be  washed  easily  ; 
can  be  rolled  or  folded  up  for  carriage  when  not  in 
use  ;  can  be  quickly  and  securely  fastened  by  means 
of  the  cord  and  metal  eyelet  holes ;  and  will  be 
found  useful  for  carrying  boots,  brogues,  waders, 
and  socks,  as  well  as  fish. 


Little's  "  Haymaeket  "  Sea  Reel 


regular  Old  Bailey  lawyer,  took  upon  himself  the 
office  of  spokesman. 

"May  it  plase  your  worships,",  said^  he,  "the 
divel  a  word  but  thruth  has  the  honest  jintleman 
spoke — bedad,  it  is  no  less.  And,  be  me  sowl, 
saving  your  honour's  presence,  it  will  be  them  boys 
of  Mayo  who  did  the  job  ;  bad  luck  to  them,  the 
blackguards  I  to  bring  us  dacent  boys  of  Bally- 
shannon into  throble.  And  will  it  plase  your 
worships  just  to  condiscind  to  let  me  discoorse  the 
Peeler  a  thrifle  '?  " 

The  Stipendiary  thought  this  indulgence  in- 
admissible ;  but  the  Squire  and  the  Captain,  both 
magistrates  on  the  English  bench,  and  habituated 
to  a  somewhat  purer  administration  of  justice  than 
was  in  vogue  in  Ireland,  thought  differently ;  and 
the  Irish  county  magistrates  inclining  to  the  same 
opinion,  the  permission  asked  was  granted.  On 
which  Micky,  turning  towards  the  witness,  said — 

"  Now,  Misther  Peeler,  just  be  telling  their 
worships  av  ye  saw  me  among  the  boys  at  the. 
fight." 

"  I  did  see  the  prisoner,"  was  the  [answer  re- 
turned. 

"Ocb,  then,  bad  luck  to  you!"  cried  Micky, 
utterly  confounded  for  the  moment  by  this  reply. 
But  soon  recovering  himself,  he  returned  to  the 
charge. 

"  Well  now,  then,  just  tell  their  worshipful 
honours  how  it  was  that  you  wor  surprised  and 
taken  prisoners  last  night." 


*  From  Newland's  "  The  Erne,  its  Legends  and  its 
Fly  Fishing,"  a  delightful  and  scarce  work. — Ed.  F.Q. 


Little's  "  St.  Ronan's  "  Fly  Bod. 
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"  Because  it  was  so  dark  we  could  not  see  the 
boys  coming  down  upon  us." 

"  Sure  there  was  a  purty  moon.  Faith,  it  is 
asleep  you  wor,  I'm  thinkin'." 

"  There  was  no  moon  1  "  retorted  the  witness, 
highly  offended  at  finding  his  vigilance  called  in 
question. 

"  Och,  murther  I  no  moon,  is  it  ?  May  be  it's 
swearing  that  you'll  be  ?  " 

"I  will,"  answered  the  witness,  firmly;  "and 
the  Almanac  will  prove  the  time.  There  was  no 
moon  last  night." 

"Well  sure,  then,  it  must  have  been  the  many 
shinin'  stars  that  made  it  daylight  as  day." 

"  There  was  not  a  star  to  be  seen,"  replied  the 
witness,  rising  in  anger.  "  The  night  was  cloudy, 
with  a  drizzling  rain,  and  so  dark  you  could  not  see 
your  hand  before  you." 

"  Now,  mavoinrneen  1  maybe  it's  to  that  you'd 
be  swearing  again  ?" 

"  I  will,"  said  the  witness,  resolutely,  and  with 
great  firmness. 

"  Bedad !  then's  it's  a  mighty'  illigant  pair  of 
eyes  you  have  in  your  head.  Now,  then,  just  be 
explaining  to  their  worships  how  it  was  when  ycu 
could  not  see  the  boys  at  all  at  all  ye  saw  me 
amongst  them." 

"  Well,  then,  I  think  I  did  see  you,"  replied  the 
witness,  feeling  himself  fairly  caught  in  the  trap. 


taking  a  wash  in  the  say  of  a  Sunday  morning,  to 
make  themselves  clane  and  dacent  for  the  holy 
mass ;  and  sure  didn't  I  take  a  wash  at  the  same 
time  ?  " 

"  I  dare  say  you  did,  Mr.  Eowan  ;  and  forgot,  I 
see,  to  take  your  clothes  off." 

"  Faix,  I  did  not,  your  worship  1  " 

"  Then  how  came  you  wet,  as  you  now  stand,  up 
to  the  middle  ?  " 

"  And  sure  it  was  from  walking  through  Pat 
Sweeney's  standing  grass,  all  dripping  with  the 
morning  dew,  your  honour.  And  sure  it's  poor  Pat 
only  that  I  have  offended." 

At  this  moment  the  Squire  whispered  across  the 
table,  "  Upon  my  word,  I  begin  to  think  that  we 
have  got  hold  of  the  wrong  people." 

"Not  a  bit  of  it,  not  a  bit  of  it,"  quickly  rejoined 
the  Stipendiary.  "  Depend  upon  it,  Mr.  Michael 
and  all  his  worthy  co-patriots  were  in  the  plot." 

"  But  you  have  not  yet  got  one  tittle  of  evidence 
to  show  that  they  were." 

"  Never  mind  about  that ;  we'll  have  evidence 
enough.  I  think  they  should  be  committed  at 
once." 

The  Englishmen  smiled.  However,  the  county 
magistrates  took  a  more  favourable  view  of  the 
case  and  overruled  the  opinion  of  their  Chairman, 
and  the  prisoners  were  acquitted  and  discharged 
accordingly. 


Teout  Fishing  in  the  Isle  op  Wight. 
(One  o  the  mil  ponds  o*  the  Carisbrooke  Angling  Association.) 


[i»/r.  T.  Sheaf. 


"  Och  1  thrue  for  you,  sergeant,  and  mighty  civil 
into  the  bargain  to  give  yourself  so  much  trouble 
about  thinkin'.  But  did  you  see  me?  Will  you 
swear  that  you  did  ?  " 

"  Well,  then,  perhaps  I  did  not.  I  cannot  swear 
that  I  did." 

"  And,  p'r'aps,  you  can't  swear  to  them  dacent 
boys  standin'  by  me  ?  " 
"  Well,  I  will  not." 

"  There,  your  worships,"  exclaimed  Micky,  turn- 
ing triumphantly  to  the  magistrates,  "  sure  I  tould 
your  honours  so.  It  must  have  been  them  ghosts 
that  frightened  the  Peelers,  bad  luck  to  them  for 
taking  the  likeness  of  Micky  Eowan.  I  hope  your 
worships  will  now  send  me  about  my  business." 

"  Softly,  Mister  Rowan,  softly,"  said  the 
Stipendiary ;  "  stop  a  moment,  and  tell  us  how 
you  happened  to  be  abroad  at  the  unusual  hour  of 
four  in  the  morning." 

"  Sure,  now,  your  worship,  wasn't  it  watchin'  all 
night  I  was  the  poor  crature  of  a  mother  down  in 
the  faver  ?  God  help  her !  And  wasn't  it  glad  I 
was,  when  the  poor  sowl  fell  into  a  sleep,  just  to 
step  out  and  take  a  look  at  the  blessed  sun  ?  " 

"  Indeed  I"  exclaimed  the  Stipendiary;  "  and  no 
doubt  these  worthy  gentlemen,  your  companions, 
had  been  helping  you  to  watch  your  poor  mother, 
and  were  equally  anxious  with  yourself  to  take  a 
look  at  the  blessed  sun  ?  " 

"  They  were  not,  your  worship.    They  were  just 


TEOUT  FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE 
OF  WIGHT. 


The  accompanying  photograph  (taken  by  Mr.  T. 
Sheaf,  of  Newport)  is  one  of  the  mill  ponds,  of 
which  there  are  five,  lately  taken  in  hand  by  an 
association  called  the  "Carisbrooke  Fishing  Asso- 
ciation "  for  the  preservation  of  trout.  The  ponds 
are  situated  near  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight,  and  are 
fed  by  the  Lukely  stream  (a  tributary  of  the 
Medina  river)  which  runs  through  the  pretty 
village  of  Carisbrooke,  in  sight  of  the  famous 
historical  castle,  and  thence  on  its  way  to  Newport 
within  a  few  minutes'  walk  of  either  Carisbrooke  or 
Newport  railway  stations. 

One  of  the  ponds  was  preserved  a  good  many 
years  ago  by  Lord  Burleigh  (afterwards  Marquis  of 
Exeter),  and  in  those  days  the  trout  averaged  a 
good  size,  31b.  fish  being  very  plentiful,  but  the 
accumulation  of  mud  and  reeds,  also  poaching  in 
the  spawning  season,  and  the  waters  neglected  in 
every  way,  soon  brought  it  down  to  a  very  second- 
rate  fishery.  But  now  the  association  have  had  it 
in  hand  for  some  time  they  have  almost  got  it  to 
its  original  state  of  perfection.  All  the  ponds  have 
been  thoroughly  scoured  out,  costing  upwards  of 
i£300,  and  over  five  hundred  brace  of  trout  from 
Jib.  to  lib.,  and  some  still  larger,  were  saved  and 
returned  to  the  waters  after  the  cleaning  process 


last  year,  as  well  as  three  hundred  and  ten  brace  of 
a  good  strain  which  were  purchased  and  two 
thousand  eight  hundred  fry  bred  at  the  private 
hatchery.  This  year  eight  thousand  fry  have 
been  hatched  and  are  being  fed  by  the  pisciculturist. 
The  fish  rise  freely  to  the  fly,  and  as  many  as 
eleven-and-a-half  brace  have  been  taken  in  one 
pond  by  one  rod  in  an  evening's  fishing.  There 
are  no  pike  or  other  coarse  fish  (except  a  few  eels) 
in  the  association's  waters. 

The  subscription  is  fixed  at  £10  10s.  per  rod  per 
annum,  and  the  number  of  rods  being  limited  to 
twenty,  an  early  application  is  necessary,  as  already 
half  the  vacancies  have  been  secured.  Copies  of 
the  rules  and  any  other  information  can  be  obtained 
from  Mr.  Percy  Wadham,  Waltondale,  Newport, 
Isle  of  Wight. 


SUCCESS  AND  FAILUEE. 


"  I  HAVE  not  the  slightest  idea  what  could  have 
caused  it,  but  the  roach  fed  in  one  swim  when  they 
would  not  feed  in  another,  comparatively  near  to 
each  other,"  once  remarked  an  old  anglingj  friend. 
I  think  he  must  have  forgotten  for  the  moment 
that  there  is  nothing  will  take  fish  off  the  feed 
sooner  than  cross  baiting.  Two  or  three'  anglers 
pitching  in  different  messes  unknown  to  each 
other  ;  this  might  have  caused  it.  I  have  seen 
many  an  angler  go  home  utterly  disgusted,  simply 
because  he  attempted  to  catch  certain  fish,  not 
with  a  similar  bait  with  which  they  had  been 
brought  together,  but  quite  a  different  one.  I  say 
he  has  gone  home  disgusted,  because  good  fish  had 
been  priming  within  a  short  distance  of  his  float 
for  a  considerable  period,  and  he  could  not  catch 
one.  The  last  lot  of  roach  were  caught  with  a 
specially  prepared  mixture  of  bread  and  bran, 
made  up  at  the  water  side  with  similar  ground- 
bait,  used  in  a  very  careful  and  scientific  manner; 
and  the  roach  preferred  a  pellet  of  this  clean,  fresh, 
sweet-smelling  bread  and  bran  to  a  soft,  unscoured, 
pappy  lob-worm.  That  was  all.  I  saw  in  a  book 
the  other  day,  "  Angling  made  easy."  I  find  it 
more  and  more  difficult  every  year,  and,  as  a  rule, 
if  one  does  not  work  hard  at  it,  one  will  do  very 
little  good ;  laziness  and  little  sport  generally 
go  hand  in  hand.  At  least  that  is  my  experience. 
This  is  the  true  reason  why  so  many  fail ;  they 
refuse  to  fish  hard.  Another  reason  why  the  worm 
is  in  such  request  with  many  anglers,  it  is  often 
much  easier  to  use  it  with  a  light  eleven  feet  rod 
than  manipulate  an  eighteen  feet  roach  pole  with 
paste  for  bait. 

Talk  about  angling  being  easy.  I  have  seen  a 
wielder  of  the  roach-pole  bathed  in  perspiration 
from  constantly  disjointing  his  rod  and  renewing 
his  bait,  whilst  your  angler  fishing  with  the  worm 
has  been  fast  asleep  in  a  chair  under  a  tree,  his 
hands  across  his  knee,  his  head  on  one  side,  and  his 
pipe  still  in  his  mouth,  clean  done  for.  All  the  keen 
anticipation  and  glory  of  angling  had  evaporated 
like  a  breath  from  a  looking-glass.  Later  on  in  the 
cool  of  the  evening,  when  he  awoke  with  a  start,  and 
discovered  to  his  amazement  that  the  man  with 
the  "  pole  "  had  caught  two  or  three  splendid  roach 
over  a  pound  each,  he  awoke  with  a  vengeance, 
pulled  up,  took  off  his  worm,  begged  a  piece  of 
paste,  and  expected  to  do  likewise.  In  fact  expected 
to  accomplish  in  a  few  minutes  what  it  had  taken 
his  companion  years  to  learn. 

Taking  into  consideration  that  his  eleven  feet  rod 
was  almost  whippy  enough  for  fly  fishing,  and  that 
there  were  at  least  five  yards  of  line  between  his 
rod  top  and  his  float,  describing  a  perfect  bow,  his 
rod  resting  on  a  forked  stick,  whilst  he  was  quietly 
seated  about  four  yards  from  the  butt-end  waiting 
further  developments,  I  would  take  very  short  odds 
that  he  missed  six  roach  in  as  many  bites.  Long 
before  the  bow  representing  the  five  yards  of  line 
could  have  been  struck  up  Master  Roach  would  have 
blown  out  the  bait  and  bolted.  Unless  a  roach 
swallowed  his  pellet  of  paste  I  fail  to  see  what 
power  he  had  with  such  a  rod  to  send  the  hook 
home.  Precious  little,  I  take  it.  I  consider  the 
acme  of  striking  a  roach  properly  is  to  hook  it  in 
the  centre  of  the  top  lip,  and  from  this  position 
of  the  hook  (the  fish  being  faultlessly  balanced)  one 
obtains  the  perfection  of  play.  Every  angler  who 
has  hooked  a  good-sized  fish  in  the  side,  gill,  belly, 
pectoral,  ventral,  or  anal  fin  will  realise  what  I 
mean.  When  gudgeon  fishing  I  once  hooked  an 
eel  in  the  belly,  and  I  had  quite  a  job  to  get  him 
to  bank. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZP^TTE 


"When  one  is  fishing  with  a  roach-pole,  or  a  light 
twelve  feet  or  thirteen  feet  cane  rod  on  the  stiff  i 
side,  with  the  end  of  the  butt  held  under  the  arm 
and  well  up  to  the  elbow,  the  rod  top  well  over  the 
float,  and  about  twenty  inches  of  fine  strong  plaited 
silk  line  between  the  rod  top  and  float,  I  have  i 
struck  roach  after  roach  in  the  centre  of  the  top  ' 
lip  as  stated,  and  in  no  other  way. 

Next  comes  the  man  who  is  careful  to  find  out  ' 
what  bait  the  fish  are  taking  best  before  he  com-  ' 
mences  operations.  I  know  the  type  well,  and  he 
does  not  confine  himself  to  one  bait  as  so  many 
anglers  are  in  the  habit  of  doing,  but  always  takes 
three  or  four  at  least.  A  wise  angler  will  always 
take  the  bait  that  is  generally  looked  upon  as  a 
good  all-round  bait  for  this  or  that  river,  but  in  his 
peregrinations  he  may  find  a  shoal  of  perch,  tench, 
rudd,  or  bream  mad  for  the  worm,  and  there  is  not 
one  to  be  had  for  love  or  money.  For  instance, 
last  summer  I  and  a  friend  caught  over  one 
hundredweight  of  fish,  all  with  the  worm,  and  the 
sun  was  so  hot  I  nearly  got  a  stroke.  I  forgot 
that  I  was  fishing  without  my  hat.  There  was  no 
chance  of  getting  a  single  worm  except  by  sending 
to  London,  Leeds,  or  Nottingham ;  for  we  were 
down  on  the  marsh  land  by  the  old  sea  wall. 
We  had  been  there  before,  and  we  took  the  pre- 
caution to  order  enough  worms  and  to  spare,  with 
plenty  of  damp  moss  to  keep  them  cool  and  fresh  ; 
and  those  we  left  for  the  "  reeve  "  were  in  capital 
condition. 

Next  we  come  to  the  angler  who  never  even 
takes  the  trouble  to  try  and  find  out  what  bait  the 
tish  most  prefer  at  certain  periods.  In  fact  it  is 
the  last  thing  he  thinks  about,  and  even  if  he  does 
rely  upon  worms  as  his  chief  bait  it  is  quite  possible 
that  they  may  be  the  wrong  sort,  more  especially 
if  he  is  going  to  try  his  luck  in  a  tidal  river.  Some 
fish  are  wonderfully  particular  in  this  respect.  He 
mav  take  lob- worms  when  he  should  take  brandlings, 
or  brandlings  when  he  should  take  marsh.  Every 
angler  of  experience  must  recollect  trying  in  a  swim 
that  another  angler  had  left  in  sheer  disgust— where 
he  could  not  catch  a  single  fish — and  had  capital 
sport.  There  may  have  been  several  good  reasons 
for  it,  but  I  am  certain  that  one  reason  why  I  have 
been  successful  on  several  occasions  where  other 
anglers  have  faOed  was  because  I  used  a  bait  that 
they  never  thought  of  trying.  When  I  arrived 
horn",  and  one  of  these  knowing  gentlemen  saw 
the  fish,  I  was  literally  bombarded  with  questions 
as  to  the  how  and  where.  One  I  recollect  quite 
well.  "  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  caught  all 
those  roach  (they  were  in  rows  on  the  cool  cellar 
floor)  where  I  left  yen  fishing  in  the  second  field 
below  the  ferry  ?  " 

What  a  dreadful  thing  is  ignorance  ?  Scores 
of  anglers  have  been  a-fishing,  but  they  have  never 
lished,  and  so  far  as  catching  any  of  the  fish  they 
went  after  was  concerned  they  might  as  well  have 
(■tayed  at  home,  and  of  the  five  or  six  reasons  they 
gave  for  their  non-success  probably  not  one  was 
correct.  If  one  asked  to  look  in  their  bag  or 
basket,  one  would  find  a  few  "  willow-blades,"  or 
bleak,  two  or  three  2oz.  or  3oz.  chub,  or  the  same 
number  of  "  tin  plates,"  or  silver  bream.  This  is 
one  reason  why  chub  in  some  rivers  do  not  grow  to 
the  portly  proportions  as  they  did  sixty  years  ago  ; 
in  rivers  where  three  or  four-pounders  were  as 
common  as  crab-apples  a  three-pounder  is  looked 
upon  as  a  specimen.  But  I  am  digressing.  The 
fish  that  ought  to  have  been  in  the  bags  or  baskets 
of  some  of  these  anglers  were  barbel.  It  is  not 
the  first  time  by  many  that  I  have  met  anglers  who 
have  been  a-fishing  for  certain  sorts  of  fish  end  in 
catching  different  fish  altogether.  The  reel,  line, 
hook,  and  bait  were  all  right ;  but  the  float,  rod, 
and  other  portions  of  the  tackle  were  all  wrong. 

These  anglers  required  stronger  and  longer  rods 
and  heavier  floats  to  take  more  weight  properly 
distributed  on  their  tackles  to  keep  their  baits  well 
down  and  bring  them  near  the  noses  of  the  fish, 
where  they  had  a  chance  to  see  the  bait,  and  not 
twirling  and  swirling  two  or  three  feet  above  their 
heads  at  the  mercy  of  the  current.  It  would  have 
been  infinitely  better  to  have  fished  dead  on  the 
bottom  than  under  such  untoward  conditions. 
.Just  as  an  expert  roach  fisherman  can  detect  a 
bite  that  a  novice  would  never  notice,  a  clever 
angler  when  stream  fishing  can  tell  by  the  working 
of  his  float  whether  he  is  fishing  in  a  form  likely  to 
ensure  success.  From  long  experience  he  can  very 
often  tell  what  is  going  on  down  below  almost  as 
well  as  above,  and  he  acts  accordingly.  When  his 
float  has  been  travelling  down  stream  in  the  most  I 


wild  and  erratic  manner,  I  have  seen  a  novice 
strike  with  such  force  wlien  it  disappeared  that 
he  has  sent  it  and  the  tackle  clean  on  the  bank, 
and  no  one  seemed  more  surprised  than  himself. 
I  calculate  that  the  odds  against  an  expert  making 
a  similar  mistake  would  be  about  a  hundred  to 
one,  for  he  would  know  by  the  way  the  float  dis- 
appeared that  the  hook  had  caught  on  the  ground, 
or  the  tackle  had  caught  on  a  weed,  floating 
or  otherwise.  He  would  not  strike,  but  quietly 
raise  his  rod,  release  his  float,  and  allow  it  to 
travel  down  as  before. 

In  finding  new  swims  one  is  full  of  expectation, 
and  I  have  an  idea  that  a  novice  has  often  a  better 
chance  of  catching  a  few  good  fish  in  a  new  swim 
than  an  expert  in  a  much  frequented  one.  Some 
roach  swims  especially  are  so  much  frequented  that 
the  fish  often  display  more  cimning  than  the 
angler.  Aldermanic  roach  have  shown  such  a 
degree  of  caution  of  late  years  that  in  a  clear 
water  at  all  events  it  is  often  a  paying  game 
to  bait  at  least  two  or  three  swims,  so  that 
when  one  has  succeeded  in  catching  a  few  good 
fish  in  one  one  can  try  another.  I  am  speaking 
of  swims  fished  from  the  bank  with  a  tight  line, 
no  reel,  with,  say,  stewed  wheat  for  bait,  in 
comparatively  clear  water.  In  swims  where  I 
have  taken  from  201b.  to  .SOlb.  of  roach,  ranging 
from  4oz.  or  5oz.  to  fish  of  l^lb.  in  weight, 
without  moving.  Never  again.  Summartj. — Get 
the  right  depth,  fish  with  the  right  bait  at  the 
right  period.  For  instance,  I  could  not  eat  a  fat, 
greasy  pork  chop  this  hot  weather  to  save  my  life. 
There  are  so-called  baits  equally  repulsive  to  fish. 
Avoid  them.  Alwajs  have  three  or  four  different 
baits  and  try  them.  Suitable  baits.  Do  not 
believe  that  angling  is  easy.  If  you  have  every- 
thing perfect  but  one  item,  that  item  may  cause 
all  the  rest  to  be  imperfect.  Make  it  a  rule  to  put 
back  all  small  fish,  and  keep  away  from  the  side. 

Old  Angler. 


STEAY  NOTES  ON  FISHING  AND 
NATUEAL  HISTOKY.* 


{Continued  fr<m  page  432,  Vol.  XLIV.) 
Tin-Foil  as  Bait  for  Sea-Fish. 
T\s'o  years  ago  I  put  up  a  large  coarse  mother- 
o' -pearl  kill-devil  (which  Mr.  Gould  had  given  me 
to  see  what  I  could  make  of  it)  to  trail  with  when 
pulling  up  the  (salt  water)  Loch  Creran  in  Argyll- 
shire. To  my  surprise  the  first  thing  I  caught 
with  it  was  a  pretty  good  sea-trout,  which  was 
succeeded  by  two  or  three  lythe  (pollack),  cod- 
ling, etc.  In  salt  water  lochs  a  piece  of  an  old 
white  glove  sewn  over  a  flight  of  hooks,  of  course 
leaving  the  hooks  exposed,  will  be  found  to  answer 
very  well.  It  should  be  sewn  in  a  round  shape, 
so  as  to  resemble  a  sand-eel  as  much  as  possible. 
If  a  piece  of  silver  tinsel  be  twisted  round  it,  so 
much  the  better.  If  sewn  on  one  of  the  Archime- 
dean bait  tackles  (those  intended  to  be  thrust  into 
the  mouths  of  baits,  leaving  the  flanges  exposed), 
it  would,  I  doubt  not,  be  more  killing,  as  the 
flanges  would  give  a  little  glitter  to  the  bait,  and 
the  spinning  of  it  would  prevent  the  hooks  from 
being  so  plainly  seen.  AH  artificial  baits  with 
pectoral  flanges  are,  I  think,  preferable  to  those 
which  spin  from  the  tail.  A  piece  of  common 
tin-foil,  such  as  tobacco  is  wrapped  in,  simply 
twisted  round  the  hook,  with  a  small  piece  left 
hanging  loosely  from  it,  will  be  found,  when  kept 
in  motion,  very  attractive  to  lythe,  cuddies,  etc. 

Spoon  Baits, 

The  spoon  baits  are,  I  believe,  very  good  for 
pike,  and  trout  may  also  be.  killed  with  them.  I 
have  not,  however,  used  them  much  myself,  having 
rather  a  preference  for  the  other  descriptions  that 
I  ha\  e  mentioned. 

Double  Live-Bait  Tackle  for  Pike. 

Pike  will  often,  it  not  hungry,  take  a  live  bait 
apparently  for  mere  wantonness,  and,  after  holding 
it  for  a  short  time,  leave  it  again.  When  this  is 
the  case  it  "  sells  "  them  considerably  to  fish  with 
a  double  set  of  tackle,  each  consisting  of  a  bait- 
hook  and  another  rather  larger  one  tied  just  beloiv 
it  back  to  back,  the  two  sets  being  on  different 
pieces  of  gimp  meeting  the  line  about  eight  or  ten 
inches  from  the  bait  at  a  swivel,  just  above  which 

♦  From  the  volume  by  Cornwall  Simeoni 


the  lead  may  be  fastened.  One  of  the  bait-hooks 
should  be  run  through  the  skin  a  little  before  the 
tail,  the  other  just  before  the  dorsal  fin,  so  that 
the  loose  hooks  stand  out  on  opposite  sides.  This 
way  of  fishing  makes  you  quite  free  of  the  pike's 
fancies,  as  you  can  strike  at  once,  tho  double  set 
of  hooks  rendering  you  in  uirumque  paratua. 


Fig.  5.  Double  Live-Bait  Tackle. 


The  cuts  in  Fig.  5  will  exemplify  my  meaning— 
A  being  the  tackle  without  a  bait  on,  B  the  same 
ready  for  action, 

"  Gag  and  Executioner  "  for  PiKa 

A  gag  for  keeping  open  the  mouths  of  pike 
whilst  you  are  disengaging  the  hooks  wiU  be 
found  very  convenient,  and  often  save  both  your 
time  and  fingers.  Such  a  one  as  that  represented 
in  Fig.  6  has  the  double  merit  of  being  very  simple 


Fig.  G.  Gag  for  Pike. 


and  answeiing  perfectly.  It  should  be  made  of 
thickish  hoop-iron,  and  about  nine  or  ten  inches 
long.  In  using  it  the  lower  (moveable)  jaw  should 
be  forced  down  with  the  point  farthest  from  the 
handle.  If  made  tolerably  heavy  at  the  lower  end, 
it  also  answers  very  well  as  an  "executioner," 
wherewith  to  adminster  the  coup  de  grace. 

"  Live  Ground-Baiting." 

Whilst  on  the  subject  of  dodges  I  may  mention 
the  following  simple  and  ingenious  one  for  "  live 
ground-baiting  "  (if  it  may  be  so  called),  which 
has  been  lately  hit  upon  by  a  friend  of  mine,  and 
practised  by  him  with  considerable  success,  several 
good  Thames  trout,  which  had  been  proof  agaiost 
every  other  temptation,  having  at  length  yielded 
to  it. 

'  {To  he  continued.) 
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TEOLLING  FOE  CHAR 
WITH  PLUMB-LINE  ON 
LAKE  WINDEEMEEE. 

With  Illustrations  of  Tackle,  etc. 


As  I  was  having  my  hair  cut  by  Mr. 
T.  Pitt,  of  Central  Buildings,  Bowness, 
one  wet  afternoon  last  May,  I  noticed 
some  odds  and  ends  of  fishiug-tackle  on 
a  shelf.  I  thought  to  myself,  "  You  are 
an  angler,  Mr.  Pitt,"  then  I  said  so,  and 
I  very  soon  found  that  I  was  talking  to 
an  enthusiast,  and  a  very  practical  one 
as  well-  Mr.  Pitt  gave  me  an  interesting 
account  of  how  he  had  taken  a  basket 
of  141b.  of  trout  and  two  brace  of  char 
on  Mafeking  Day,  and  I  found  he  was 
an  old  hand  at  the  mysteries  of  char 
fishing  with  the  plumb-line,  and  that  in 
the  days  when  net  fishing  was  in  full 
swing  he  had  often  taken  a  hand  at  it. 
To  cut  a  long  story  short,  I  wrote  to 
him  on  niy  return  home,  and  he  kindly 
sent  me  a  plumb-line  from  which  I 
have  had  illustrations  made,  also 
sketches  with  description  of  how  it  is 
used,  and  an  account  of  his  fishing  on 
the  day  when  we  were  all  rejoicing  over 
the  relief  of  Mafeking,  which  I  am  sure 
will  be  read  with  interest. 

E.  B.  Maeston. 


"  My  dear  Marston,  —  Thanks  for 
your  letter.  I  trust  you  will  kindly 
excuse  me  not  replying  ere  this,  but, 
being  holiday  time,  we  have  been, 
despite  the  wretched  weather,  exception- 
ally busy.  I  am  forwarding  with  this 
details  of  char  trolling  and  samples  of 
tackle,  which  I  hope  I  have  made  suffi- 
ciently plain ;  and  I  trust  some  day  I 
may  have  the  pleasure  of  giving  you  a 
practical  illustration  of  this  rather  com- 
plicated method  of  fishing.  The  basket 
you  refer  to  on  Mafeking  Day  were  not 
all  caught  with  the  fly.  I  set  off  in  the 
early  morning  determined  to  have  a 
day's  solid  fishing  (having  so  few  oppor- 
tunities since  I  took  to  this  business). 
I  had  both  trolling  and  fly  tackle  with 
me,  in  case  the  wind  dropped,  as  it 
seemed  light.  My  first  rise  on  a  Zulu 
was  a  beauty  scaling  IJlb.  just  below 
Beech  Hill  Hotel ;  a  little  further  down 
I  landed  another  just  over  lib.,  then 
rises  followed  in  rapid  succession,  but  I 
missed  several  good  fish,  but  eventually 
hooked  four  others  of  ^Ib.  each  before 
the  wind  dropped.  Thinking  it  might 
come  on  again  we  adjourned  (my  father- 
in-law  and  self)  to  the  Beech  Hill  Hotel 
for  some  li(iuid  refreshment,  but  on 
returning  found  it  a  black  calm.  Then 
we  put  out  the  char-trolling  tackle,  and 
when  ol'f  '  Dognab,'  a  little  lower  down, 
were  rung  up  somewhat  hurriedly,  and 
being  a  bit  afraid  of  the  tackle,  as  it 
had  not  been  used  for  a  couple  of 
seasons  or  so,  responded  right  cheer- 
fully, and  were  duly  rewarded,  after  a 
terrific  fight,  with  a  big  thick  bull 
trout  of  o^lb.  This  event  caused  a 
thorough  examination  of  the  tackle, 
which  we  found  was  quite  ripe,  almost 
to  rottenness,  as  it  parted  easily  in 
several  places.  However,  we  put  out 
again  and  trolled  in  fear  and  trembling, 
but  no  accident  happening  we  secured 
four  char  weighing  l^lb.  the  lot.  This 
satisfied  us,  so  we  went  back  to  tea, 
and  in  the  evening  started  out  with  the 
minnow,  finishing  up  with  three  trout, 
Iflb.,  2lb.,  and  2ilb.  ;  both  the  latter 
struck  at  the  same  time,  and  fortunately 
we  got  the  brace,  which,  by  the  way, 
does  not  always  happen,  and  got  back 
to  Bowness  at  'I0.r>r>,  just  in  time,  with 
a  handsome  basket  of  15ilb. 

"By  the  way,  I  may  mention  here 
that  I  went  out  for  the  first  time  this 
season  —  last  Thursday  night  —  trolling 
with  the  minnow.  I  had  scarcely  got 
my  lines  out  when  a  fish  struck,  and 
alter  a  grand  fight  of  over  half-au-houf 


(Actual  size.) 
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I  netted  him — a  splendid  trout  of  oilb.  weight.  I 
also  got  two  others  of  l^lb.  each,  making  a  basket 
of  8ilb.  in  less  than  an  hour.  One  of  the  Man- 
chester papers,  I  understand,  mentioned  the  catch 
yesterday,  but  I  have  not  seen  the  paragraph. 

"  I  see  the  Green  Drake  is  getting  on  the  lake,  so 
that  sport  with  the  M&j  Fly  may  be  looked  for 
almost  any  time  ;  fishing  is  generally  ended  by  the 
end  of  June,  though  some  seasons  it  keeps  on  on 
windy  days — last  season,  for  instance,  it  lasted 
vmtil  the  end  of  September,  with  the  exception 
perhaps  of  the  half  of  July  and  August. 

"  The  netters,  Wilson  Lamb  and  Frank  Thorn- 
borough,  desire  to  be  kindly  remembered.  They 
sell  their  fish  to  John  Kirkbride,  Central  Buildings, 
Bowness,  the  association's  appointed  agent. 
Plumb-line  fishing  has  been  really  bad  during  the 
last  week,  the  average  being  five  fish  per  day,  and 
yesterday  nil.  I  will,  however,  get  you  a  couple 
of  pounds  early  next  week  and  send.  Thanks  very 
much  for  Fishing  Gazette.  Anything  I  can  send  I 
shall  be  very  pleased  to  do. — Yours  very  truly, 

"  May  31."  "  T.  Pitt. 


THE  GEOWTH  AND  MIGRATIONS 
OF  SEA  TKOUT. 


Char  Trolling  with  Plxtmb-line. 

The  rods  used  in  char  trolling  are  generally  ash 
plants  carefully  selected  and  obtained  from  the 
nearest  wood ;  the  bark  is  removed  and  the  knots 
smoothed  down,  and  a  coat  of  lead-coloured  paint 
applied.  They  should  be  pliant  but  not  "whippy"; 
small  bells,  similar  in  shape  to  the  old-fashioned 
bicycle  bell,  are  attached  to  the  points. 

The  main  lines  are  firmly  fixed  to  the  rods  without 
reels,  and  average  in  length  from  thirty  yards  to 
forty  yards — full  forty  yards  in  the  early  spring 
when  the  char  are  near  the  bottom,  and  gradually 
shortened  as  the  weather  becomes  warmer  and  the 
fish  rise  nearer  the  surface.  At  each  section  of 
five  yards  small  rings  are  attached,  and  an  inch  or 
so  below  double  swivels  (see  illustrations).  From 
the  swivels  the  tail  liues  spin ;  each  main  line 
thus  spins  six  tail  lines  five  yards  apart. 

On  proceeding  to  let  out  the  tackle,  which,  by 
the  way,  is  carefully  coiled  loosely  in  a  box,  each 
side  separately,  the  fisherman  lowers  the  plumb 
over  the  side  until  he  comes  to  the  first  ring, 
which  he  hangs  on  a  nail  or  spike  on  the  gunwale 
of  the  boat,  then  throws  out  his  first  spinner  and  tail 
line,  the  boat  being  kept  slowly  moving  to  prevent 
it  sinking.  Having  got  this  out,  he  lowers  the  main 
line  to  the  next  ring,  and  so  on  from  ring  to  ring, 
until  each  tail  line  is  disposed  of.  The  rod  is  then 
put  out,  the  batt  being  fixed  in  a  looped  cord  fixed 
to  a  timber  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  boat.  The 
other  side  of  tackle  i  s  put  out  in  a  similar  manner. 
Both  rods  now  being  fixed,  the  fisherman  rows 
slow  and  at  an  even  pace,  so  as  to  keep  all  the 
baits  at  an  equal  distance,  until  he  gets  a  bite  ;  this 
is  signalled  by  the  tugging  at  the  rod  and  ringing 
of  the  small  bell.  The  rod  is  then  taken  in  and 
the  main  line  lifted,  each  ring  he  comes  to  being 
hooked  on  to  the  spike,  and  each  tail  line  vnth 
spinner  on  it  carefully  coiled  into  the  boat  until  he 
comes  to  the  one  the  fish  has  struck.  This  is  care- 
fully manipulated  between  the  fingers  towards  the 
side  of  the  boat  within  reach  of  the  landing  net ;  after 
landing  fish,  the  tackle  is  paid  out  again  as  above. 
Of  course  the  boat  is  kept  constantly  moving,  as  if 
allowed  to  stop  the  tail  lines  would  all  sink  one  on 
top  of  another,  and  thus  entail  several  hours'  work 
to  unravel.  When  char  fishing  is  good  a  fisherman 
can  frequently  catch  thirty  to  forty  fish  in  a  day. 
These  average,  say,  three  to  the  pound,  and  are 
purchased  by  the  local  fishmonger  at  Is.  4d.  per 
pound,  and  retailed  at  about  Is.  8d.  Of  course 
fishing  is  not  always  good,  and  the  writer  has 
fished  many  weary  days  of  twelve  to  sixteen  hours 
for  three  or  four  fish. 

Spinners  or  baits  are  made  from  silver  and  gilded 
metals,  as  copper  and  silver,  copper  and  gold,  brass 
and  silver,  brass  and  copper,  etc.,  copper  only,  and 
brass  only.  They  are  termed  head  spinners,  or 
tiil  spinners,  as  patterns  herewith.*  Section  of 
line  and  plumb  from  my  own  set  also  enclosed. 
The  baits  are  varied  occasionally,  as  sometimes  fish 
seem  to  fancy  one  sort  more  than  another  on 
different  days.  T.  Pitt. 

(,'entral  Buildings,  Bowness. 

*  I  have  had  these  engraved,  and  I  believe  this  is 
the  first  time  illustrations  of  the  tackle  used  in  char 
fishing  with  the  plumb-line  have  been  published.  I 
am  very  much  indebted  to  Mr.  T.  Pitt  for  them  and 
the  information  he  has  given  me. — B.  B.  Mabston. 


As  its  title  implies,  a  very  considerable  portion 
of  the  work  by  Herr  Knut  Dahl,  of  the  Trondhjem 
Biological  Station,  is  devoted  to  the  growth  and 
migrations  of  sea  trout,  a  subject  of  no  small 
interest,  more  especially  in  Norway,  not  only  from 
the  sporting  but  from  the  economic  point  of  view. 
In  the  same  manner  as  salmon,  but  as  a  rule  some- 
what later  in  the  year,  sea  trout  ascend  the  Nor- 
wegian rivers.  In  most  districts  they  spawn  in 
September  and  October,  and  the  process  of  hatching 
goes  on  throughout  the  winter ;  while  from  the  end 
of  February  until  the  begiiming  of  May  the  eggs 
burst,  and  from  them  issue  the  fry  about  li-  cm. 
in  length  and  with  ventricles  attached.  In  a  short 
time  the  contents  of  the  latter  are  exhausted,  and 
during  the  summer  months  the  small  fish  grow 
rapidly.  When  they  have  attained  a  length  of 
from  10  to  20  cm.  they,  for  the  first  time, 
leave  the  rivers  for  salt  water,  and  calculating  from 
the  moment  they  are  hatched  out  they  must  at  the 
time  they  set  forth  be  at  least  li  years  old — that 
is  to  say,  they  have  spent  a  spring,  a  summer,  and 
an  entire  winter  in  their  native  stream. 

In  the  tables  numbered  1,  2,  and  3,  given  by 
Herr  Dahl,  each  fish  is  expressed  by  a  cipher ;  in 
those  appended  to  this  paper  these  ciphers  are 
added  together  in  order  to  occupy  less  space,  other- 
wise they  are  replicas.  "  They  include,"  he  writes, 
"  the  major  portion  of  the  fish  caught  during  my 
investigations,  but  they  are  made  out  principally 
on  the  basis  of  the  larger  takes  made  in  certain 
localities  and  in  short  periods  of  time.  When  the 
takes  were  not  large  in  a  given  locality  and  in  a 
comparatively  short  period  of  time,  I  have  refrained 
from  using  the  materials,  as  these  would  not  of  course 
be  adapted  for  the  construction  of  such  tables." 

The  two  first  columns  of  Table  No.  1  disclose,  it 
will  be  observed,  two  groups  of  differently  sized 
fish,  the  one  consisting  of  individuals  from  10 
to  20  cm.  in  length,  the  other  of  fish  from  20 

Table  No.  1.     Trout  (Salmo  trutta). 


Table  No.  2.     Tbolt  (Salmo  tbutta). 


Centi- 
metres. 


6-9 
10 
11 

12 
13 
14 
15 
10 
17 
IS 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52-60 


- -3  s 


Number 
captured, 
none 
1 

O 

9 

7 
15 
16 
11 

7 


4 
3 
8 
G 
12 
5 
3 
4 
2 
3 
3 

1 

3 

1 
1 

1 
1 


3-  (U 


C5 


Number 
captured, 
none 

3 
3 
2 
3 
7 
8 
11 
2 
2 
5 
8 
4 
5 
7 

I  6 

16 
11 

13 
3 
5 
3 
5 

1 
1 


..H  _  a) 

3  >  .1  H 


Number 
captured, 
none 
1 
6 
24 
44 
28 
24 
10 
11 
1 
1 
1 


.2  S  ^ 

%  <Ui-l 


Number 
captured, 
none 

1 
11 

19 
19 
28 
19 

6 

3 

4 

2 

1 


"  .C  00  OJ 


Number 
captured, 
none 

3 

3 

4 
10 

8 

4 

8 

6 

2 

1 

2 
5 
8 
9 
17 
8 
7 
5 
4 
1 

1 
1 
1 


1 

none 


1 

none 


Centi- 
metres. 


>t()utli  of  Orkla. 
2.i/l()/VH.  Kel-net. 


Orl(la— Kalstad. 
24/l<V'98.  Efl-net. 


Orltla— 
Forvc 
Uridge. 
S/5/V.t. 
Eel-net. 


6-12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 


P 

Number 
;  cajttured. 

I  none 


Number 
captured, 
none 


1 

— 

7 

3 

10 

4 

8 

7 

17 

12 

15 

19 

11 

13 

8 

I 

4 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

(J 

Numlierf   Nundjer    IN  umber 
captured,  captured,  captured, 
none   ,  none   '  none 


7 
7 
17 
16 
15 
18 
16 
11 
9 
3 
1 
5 
6 
3 
2 
2 
1 


0 


Table  No.  3.     Trout  (Salmo  trutta). 


Centi- 
metres. 

1 

Beitstad  Fjord, 
May,  1900. 

With  Eel-net  & 
Shore-net. 

Beitstad  Fjord, 
August,  1900. 
Eel-net. 

Number 

-Number 

6-9  1 

captured. 

captured. 

none 

none 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

1 

17 

1 

18 

1 

2 

19 

6 

6 

20 

14 

6 

21 

29 

7 

22 

38 

5 

23 

42 

2 

24 

28 

2 

25 

27 

3 

26 

16 

1 

27 

11 

1 

28 

8 

29 

10 

30 

4 

31 

4 

32 

6 

33 

3 

34 

4 

35 

7 

36 

6 

37 

4 

33 

3 

39 

4 

40 

3 

41 

2 

42 

3 

43 

6 

44 

3 

45 

3 

46 

3 

47 

2 

48 

3 

49 

1 

50 

i  1 

51 

1  1 

52 

1 

53 

1 

54-56 

none 

57 

1 

58 

2 

59  &  60 

none 

od  =  . 

—  Oi  OJ  o 


Number 
captured, 
none 


Number  i  Number 

captured,  captured 

none  none 

—  4 

—  10 

—  18 

—  18 

—  23 
1  12 

—  9 
1  12 


g  =  Mature  or  spent  fish. 
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to  32  cm.  These  groups  include  practically  all  the 
fish  caught  in  May  and  the  beginning  of  June, 
1898,  in  the  Orkla  and  Gula,  principally  at  the 
mouths  of  these  rivers,  and  both  consist  of  fish 
leaving  the  rivers  during  these  months.  "As  I 
shall  show  later  on,"  proceeds  the  writer,  "  there 
are  two  classes,  an  older  and  a  younger,  and  the 
presence  of  the  former  is  due  to  a  biological  pecu- 
liarity which  distinguishes  the  trout  from  the 
salmon — namely,  that  most  of  the  former,  after 
the  expiration  of  the  first  summer,  return  again 
to  the  rivers  and  there  take  up  their  abode  for 
winter,  to  migrate  therefrom  in  spring  once 
more.  This  appears,  however,  to  apply  prin- 
cipally to  the  larger  rivers.  If  we  take  the 
next  two  columns  of  the  table,  which  are  prin- 
cipally composed  of  fish  taken  at  the  outlets 
of  the  Borselv  and  Skangdalselv  in  Rissen,  we  find 
only  the  first  migratory  group.  The  first  of  these 
streams  is  little  more  than  a  brook,  and  it  is  evident 
that  large  fish  cannot  live  there  in  any  numbers 
in  winter,  and  neither  is  the  other  river  a  consider- 
able one.  For  example's  sake  I  will  take  a  river 
which  I  have  investigated  at  all  times  of  the  year, 
and  with  the  help  of  the  tables  endeavour  to  explain 
the  above  peculiar  migratory  conditions.  If  we 
compare  the  first  column  of  Table  1  with  Table  2 
we  will  see  that  the  members  of  the  group  which 
in  May,  1898,  were  from  10  to  20  cm.  in  length 
measured  in  October  of  the  same  year  18  to  30  cm., 
and  were  in  immense  numbers  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Orkla.  The  whole  of  the  fish — between  one  and  two 
hundred  of  which  the  first  column  (mouth  of  Orkla, 
Oct.  2:5,  189S)  is  made  up — were  taken  in  three 
draughts  of  the  net,  and  it  was  evident  that  the 
trout  were  as  '  thick  as  herrings '  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  river.  Only  an  inconsiderable  minority 
of  tliese  were,  as  may  le  seen  from  the  table, 
mature  fish,  and  they  were  thus  not  there  for  the 
purpose  of  spawning.  On  the  same  occasion  I 
investigated  a  stretch  of  the  river  at  Forve  Bridge, 
7  kilometres  further  up.  Not  a  single  fish  was  to 
be  found.  Again  at  Kalstad,  Meldal  (40  kilometres 
from  mouth  of  river),  many  draughts  of  the  net 
were  made  over  a  great  reach  of  river,  and  then 
only  those  fish  in  the  second  column  of  the  same 
table  (Kalstad,  Oct.  24, 189S)  were  taken,  mainly  all 
being  mature  and  belonging  to  older  stages.  It 
was  thus  evident  that  the  upper  part  of  the  river 
contained  practically  none  of  the  fisli  of  the  age  so 
numerous  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  That  these 
last  must  immediately  afterwards  have  ascended 
in  large  numbers  I  obtained  in  May,  1899,  very 
clear  proof.  I  then  had  a  draught  of  the  eel-net 
made  at  Forve  Bridge,  in  the  same  place  where  in 
the  preceding  October  I  had  tried  without  success, 
and  in  this  single  draught  I  got  175  trout,  by  means 
of  which  the  last  column  of  the  tab'e  ,Orkla,  Forve 
Bridge,  May  3,  1899)  is  constructed.  It  is  clear 
that  these  fish  belonged  to  the  same  lot  which 
ascended  the  river  in  the  autumn  of  1898,  and  that 
these  same  fish  form  the  largest  (in  size)  of  the 
two  types,  which  would  leave  the  river  the  same 
spring  (Table  1,  1st  column).  This  is  also  particu- 
larly well  illustrated  if  one  considers  the  size  of 
the  fish  which  in  May  are  found  in  the  fjord.  This 
size  appears  from  the  first  column  of  Table  3,  which 
is  made  up  of  fish  caught  in  May,  1900,  in  the 
Beitstad  Fjord.  That  this  class  does  not  exist 
en  masse  in  summer  in  the  Orkla  I  have  proved. 
In  July,  1900,  with  the  fly  from  Kalstad  right  down 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Orkla,  I  caught  nothing  but 
trout  and  salmon  fry ;  only  very  rarely  would  a 
large  fish  come  after  the  flies,  and  it  was  evident 
that  the  river  was  practically  denuded  of  large  fish. 
This  was  also  confirmed  by  the  English  sportsmen 
who  for  10  years  had  fished  at  Kalstad.  They 
admitted  that  it  was  a  feature  of  the  river  that  in 
summer  sea  trout  were  of  extremely  rare  occurrence. ' ' 
In  the  Gula  the  same  conditions  exist,  as  partly 
appears  from  a  comparison  of  the  second  and  the 
last  columns  of  Table  1.  In  August,  1898,  one  finds 
the  group  composed  of  the  smaller  fish  of  the  year 
grown  to  20-30  cm.,  and  about  to  ascend  the  river 
again.  The  same  month,  too,  there  is  a  group 
between  10  and  18  cm.  This  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  investigations  were  carried  out  a  little  way 
up  the  river,  and  thus  a  number  of  the  smaller  fish 
which  would  constitute  the  smallest  (in  point  of 
individual  size)  of  the  migrants  the  following  year 
were  captured.  That  in  October  the  same  invasion 
of  the  spring  emigrants  takes  place  appears  from 
the  last  column  but  one  of  Table  3.  That  the 
above  state  of  matters  holds  good  on  most  rivers, 
with  slight  variations  due  to  their  positions,  Herr 


Dahl  considers  certain.  There  can  be  no  doubt, 
too,  in  connection  with  the  immense  numbers  of 
trout  which  appear  in  autumn  at  the  mouths  of  the 
Norwegian  rivers,  that  they  have  often  been  mis- 
taken for  small  salmon ;  after  having  spent  the 
summer  among  the  little  herrings  in  the  sea,  they 
are  very  fat  and  silvery.  In  different  parts  of  the 
country  these  fish  are  locally  known  as  "  blank- 
ore,"  "  hiistblege,"  "  blege,"  "  laxyngel,"  and  so 
on  ;  and  when  in  spring  they  again  descend  to  the 
sea  they  are  called  "  isfisk,"  as  they  are  taken 
as  soon  as  the  ice  leaves  the  river.  "  I  must 
confess,"  says  Herr  Dahl,  "  that  this  return  in 
autumn  to  the  larger  rivers  of  the  trout  is  very 
puzzling,  and  I  cannot  offer  any  contribution  in 
the  way  of  explanation.  When  I  considered  the 
numerous  statements  made  to  me  personally,  and 
which  also  appear  in  official  documents,  in  regard  to 
the  injury  done  by  trout  to  salmon  roe  and  fry,  I 
thought  that  this  might  have  something  to  do 
with  it.  To  ascertain  this,  I  examined  numerous 
stomachs.  Those  of  fish  which  had  spawned  in 
autumn  most  frequently  contained  roe  and  fry  of 
salmon  and  trout,  sometimes  in  considerable  quan- 
tities ;  but  the  fat  and  silvery  individuals,  which 
constitute  the  migrating  class,  had  in  the  autumn 
of  1898  neither  roe  nor  fry  in  their  stomachs.  On 
one  occasion  I  investigated  100  stomachs  of  fish 
taken  on  March  .'5,  1899,  at  Forve  Bridge  (Table  2), 
and  of  these  only  one  contained  a  few  salmon  fry, 
the  rest  were  empty.  It  would  thus  not  appear 
that  these  fish  remain  in  the  rivers  in  order  to  eat ; 
it  is  much  more  likely  that  in  winter  they  eat  very 
little.  As  I  will  show  later,  they  grow  very  slightly 
during  that  time,  and  while  when  they  ascend  they 
are  round  and  fat,  when  in  May  they  descend  as 
'  isfisk '  they  are  usually  emaciated,  and  their 
flesh  is  light-coloured  and  very  poor  eating."  But 
all  the  trout  of  this  class  do  not  ascend  the  rivers 
in  autumn  ;  a  number  remain  in  the  sea,  frequent- 
ing, it  would  seem,  much  the  same  places  as  they 
do  in  summer.  These,  when  caught  in  spring,  are 
much  of  the  same  size  as  the  "  isfisk,"  but  fat  and 
silvery.  In  Herr  Dahl's  judgment  trout  of  the 
siz^s  between  20  and  32  cm.  of  this  class  eat  but 
little  in  the  course  of  the  winter,  and  remain  in  a 
kind  of  half  lethargy,  subsisting  mainly  on  the 
fatty  matter  they  have  accumulated  in  summer. 

The  growth  of  the  fish  which,  when  they  are 
from  10  to  20  era.  in  length,  first  leave  the  river, 
returning  in  autumn,  and  migrating  for  the  second 
time  the  following  spring,  is  shown  clearly  by  the 
tables.  A  comparison  of  the  first  columns  of  No.  1 
and  2  shows  that  as  regards  the  Orkla  the  spring 
migrants  increase  during  the  succeeding  summer 
to  a  length  which  varies  from  18  or  20  to  32  cm. 
When  they  again  migrate  the  following  spring 
their  size  is  about  the  same  as  it  was  the  preceding 
autumn,  as  appears  from  the  first  column  of  Table 
No.  1  and  the  last  of  No.  2.  The  same  rate  of 
growth  applies,  too,  in  Gula,  as  may  be  seen  by 
comparing  the  second  and  fifth  columns  of  No.  1. 
While  if  we  take  the  groups  which  in  the  last 
column  of  No.  3  are  formed  on  the  basis  of  the 
experiments  on  the  Maudal,  it  is  obvious  how  well 
that  table  agrees  with  the  conditions  on  the  two 
northern  rivers,  as  the  two  upper  groups  represent 
the  fish  which  would  migrate  for  the  first  time  the 
following  spring ;  and  the  lower,  those  which  as 
smolts  migrated  from  the  river  in  1901  and  returned 
the  same  autumn.  The  rate  at  which  the  "  isfisk  " 
grow  is  a  more  difficult  matter  to  determine  ;  it  is, 
moreover,  very  irregular — for  one  reason  because  at 
this  period  the  majority  attain  the  procreative 
stage,  and  for  another  because  they  become  of  a 
more  wandering  disposition,  and  individuals  resort 
to  different  localities  varying  in  their  feeding 
capabilities.  "As  may  be  seen  from  the  tables," 
says  Herr  Dahl,  "  in  which  mature  fish  are  shown 
with  a  '  (J,'  it  is  extremely  rare  to  find  amongst  the 
trout  which  return  in  autumn  mature  fish.  Thus 
amongst  a  batch  of  150  caught  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Orkla  on  Oct.  23,  1898,  careful  investigation 
disclosed  the  presence  of  only  a  single  fish  under 
30  cm.  which  was  mature,  whilst  not  a  few  over 
that  length  had  not  yet  arrived  at  that  state. 
Amongst  the  fish  caught  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
river  about  the  same  time,  and  which  with  one 
exception  had  all  attained  maturity,  only  one  was 
under  30  cm.  in  length.  The  same  state  of  matters 
will  be  found  if  one  looks  through  the  last  column 
of  Table  3,  which  include  fish  taken  during  the 
spawning  season  in  the  Battenfjord,  the  Gula,  and 
the  Mandal.  Here  also  we  find  that  no  sharply 
defined  line  can  be  drawn  with  regard  to  the  size 


of  the  fish  when  maturity  is  attained.  At  the  same 
time,  however,  it  would  appear  that  the  majority 
spawn  when  they  are  over  30-35  cm.  in  length." 

After  drawing  attention  to  the  extremely  small 
number  of  mature  compared  with  immature  fish 
which  were  caught  during  his  autumn  investiga- 
tions, Herr  Dahl  remarks  that  he  considers  this 
misleading,  the  fish  referred  to  in  the  tables  in  this 
connection  having  been  taken  in  the  main  river 
channels,  which  do  not  constitute  the  favourite 
spawning  resort  of  sea  trout— these  fish  preferring 
side  channels  and  small  tributaries  where  netting 
is  impossible.  Nor  is  this  the  case  only  in  regard 
to  the  confluents  of  large  rivers,  but  it  applies 
to  insignificant  streams  which  enter  salt  water 
direct ;  at  the  mouths  of  such  in  autumn  there  are 
always  numbers  of  large  trout  which  ascend  them 
as  soon  as  they  are  ready  to  spawn.  In  these 
places  their  stay  is  necessarily  short ;  a  peculiarity 
indeed  of  sea  trout  would  seem  to  be  that  they  do 
not  remain  long  in  the  river  or  stream  where  they 
spawn  either  before  or  after  spawning.  The  great 
rarity  of  large  fish  in  the  Gula  and  Orkla  during 
summer  taken  in  connection  with  the  frequent 
occurrence  in  the  sea  in  October  and  November  of 
fish  which  have  spawned  the  same  autumn  point  to 
this.  "  It  will  thus  be  easily  seen  that  the  tables 
from  the  rivers  are  misleading  with  regard  to  the 
proportions  between  the  numbers  of  mature  and 
immature  fish.  If  any  of  the  material  I  have  col- 
lected might  be  thought  to  illustrate  this  then  it 
must  be  Table  3  ,the  first  column ,  Beitstad  Fjord ,  May, 
1900.  This  table  may  be  accepted  as  quite  illustrative 
of  the  ordinary  takes  of  trout  in  the  sea  at  that  time 
of  year.  Later  on  in  summer  the  uppermost  group 
at  any  rate  would  move  lower  down  as  the  fish  grew. 

"  Here,  however,  as  elsewhere  in  the  tables  the 
larger  fish  (over  30  cm.)  are  few  as  compared  with 
the  younger  class.  After  carefully  going  through 
the  measurements  of  about  500  trout  made  by 
Fishery  Assistant  Simonnais  in  Western  Norway,  I 
find  this  holds  good.  This  state  of  matters  may 
thus  be  considered  general,  and  it  is  clear  that  the 
greatest  number  of  the  trout  caught  in  our  waters 
are  of  a  lesser  length  than  that  at  which  the  major 
portion  attain  maturity." 

From  certain  marking  experiments  carried  out 
under  the  auspices  of  Herr  Landmark  on  one  of 
the  "  Vestland  "  fjords  it  appeared  that  trout  are 
not  great  wanderers.  Nevertheless,  Herr  Dahl  got 
large  trout  caught  by  the  mackerel  fishermen  in 
their  drift-nets  as  far  as  26  miles  to  sea  from  Oksii 
(near  Christiansand),  while  nearly  all  the  mackerel 
fishers  from  the  Kattegat  and  Skagerak  with  whom 
he  spoke  on  the  subject  said  they  caught  trout  in 
their  nets.  It  seems  clear,  therefore,  that  a  certain 
number  of  these  fish  at  any  rate  journey  for  con- 
siderable distances  from  their  native  streams,  and 
when,  as  would  appear  from  the  above,  so  many 
large  specimens  lead  a  pelagic  life  many  miles  from 
land  it  is  hardly  wonderful  that  they  do  not  occur 
more  frequently  in  the  fjords. 

Before  concluding  this  portion  of  his  subject, 
Herr  Dahl  proceeds  to  express  his  belief  that 
"  trout  in  the  sea "  are  by  no  means  entirely 
dependent  on  themselves  alone  for  reproduction, 
but  that  their  ranks  are  recruited  to  a  very  con- 
siderable extent  by  fresh-water  trout  which  are 
brought  down — especially  in  time  of  flood — from 
inland  lakes,  rivers,  and  streams.  In  oi'der  to  test 
the  effect  upon  fresh-water  trout  of  salt,  the  follow- 
ing experiment  was  tried : — Fourteen  burn  trout, 
about  14-16  cm.  in  length,  were  taken  from  a  stream, 
to  the  upper  portion  of  which  sea  trout  had  not 
access ;  two  of  these,  the  largest  and  the  smallest, 
were  placed  in  an  aquarium,  the  water  in  which 
contained  33  per  cent,  of  salt.  After  the  lapse  of 
twelve  hours  the  smallest  died,  as  did  the  larger 
after  twenty-four  hours.  Meanwhile  the  others 
were  placed  in  fresh  water,  into  which  an  extremely 
slight  stream  of  38  per  cent,  sea  water  flowed.  In 
the  course  of  a  couple  of  days  this  stream  was  so 
increased  that  the  water  became  almost  wholly  sea 
water.  Then  the  fish  began  to  die,  whereupon  the 
introduction  of  salt  water  was  again  diminished, 
and  throughout  three  or  four  weeks  only  slightly 
increased.  It  then  appeared  that  the  presence  of 
10  or  even  of  15  per  cent,  of  salt  did  not  inconveni- 
ence the  fish  in  the  least,  but  when  the  strength 
was  suddenly  increased  to  20  per  cent,  a  number 
died.  The  only  two  survivors  were  placed  in  water 
containing  a  small  percentage  only  of  salt,  and  two 
others,  newly  caught,  alongwith  them.  In  the  course 
of  a  week  the  strength  was  gradually  increased ;  all 
remained  uninjured  at  15  per  cent.  Rugde, 
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A  SPLENDID  TEOUT  LOUGH. 
LOUGH  MASK. 


Comparatively  speaking  very  few  Englishmen 
are  acquainted  with  Lough  Mask,  co.  Galway,  or 
have  ever  even  heard  of  it.  And  yet  that  magni- 
ficent sheet  of  water  probably  provides  the  finest 
free  fishing  in  the  three  kingdoms.  Situated  as  it 
is  on  the  confines  of  Connemara,  amidst  the  most 
lovely  scenery,  it  literally  teems  with  trout,  pike, 
perch,  and  salmo  ferox. 

Xor  is  it  so  very  inaccessible ;  you  can  dine 
comfortably  in  London,  leave  Euston  by  the  night 
mail,  and  arrive  at  Ballinrobe  Station  about  noon 
the  next  day,  when  an  hour  and  a  half's  drive  will 
bring  you  to  Clonbur,  your  headquarters,  in  time 
for  lunch.  Clonbur  is  the  village  at  which  you 
must  stay,  the  Mount  Gable  the  hotel  where  you 
must  put  up.  I  have  occasionally  met  men,  good 
sportsmen  too,  who  expect  to  find  a  Hotel  Cecil  or 
a  Carlton  even  in  the  wilds  of  Connemara,  and 
grumble  if  they  don't.  To  such  I  say,  stop  away, 
as  assm-edly  they  will  get  neither  their  filet  de 
volaille  a  Vecarlate  nor  their  Pol.  Roger  at  the 
;Mount  Gable,  but  the  ordinary  angler  and  sports- 
man will  find  himself  very  well  done  and  quite 
comfortable  enough. 

Clonbur,  Lough  Mask,  and  the  neighbourhood  are 
celebrated  not  only  for  the  splendid  fishing  to  be 
obtained,  but  twenty  years  ago,  where  now  reigns 
peace  and  quiet,  very  different  scenes  were  enacted. 
(  lonbur  itself  was  a  hotbed  of  Fenianism.  Lord 
Mountmorres  was  foully  murdered  just  outside  the 
village.  On  the  shores  of  the  Upper  Mask  old  Mr. 
Huddy,  bailiff  to  Lord  Ardileun,  and  his  grandson, 
a  child  of  eight,  were  brutally  hacked  to  death, 
tied  up  in  a  sack,  and  thrown  into  the  waters  of  the 
lough ;  while  in  a  village  under  the  frowning 
heights  of  Mountrassan  occurred  the  wholesale 
murder  of  the  Joyce  family.  The  informers  in  each 
of  these  latter  cases  are  to  this  day  under  protec- 
tion of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary.  A  prominent 
feature  on  the  shores  of  Lough  Mask  is  Lough 
^[ask  Castle,  now  in  ruins,  but  adjoining  which  is 
the  house  formerly  inhabited  by  the  late  Captain 
lioycott,  now  occupied  by  Captain  FitzPatrick, 
l.rother  of  Mrs.  Cornwallis  West  and  uncle  to  the 
Iiuchess  of  Westminster.  But  revenons  a  nos 
liioutons,  our  first  inquiries  after  luncheon  were. 
How  far  is  the  lough  ?  and  has  the  fishing  been 
good  lately  ?  We  were  informed  that  the  fishing 
liad  been  excellent,  and  that  the  lough,  or  rather 
where  we  had  to  go  to  it,  was  a  drive  of  some  three 
miles.  This  is  the  serious  drawback  of  staying  at 
Clonbur,  but  quite  unavoidable,  the  intervening 
land  between  the  main  road  and  the  lough  belong- 
ing to  Lord  Ardilaun  and  Mr.  Lynch,  of  Peters- 
iiixrgh  Castle,  and  being  quite  inaccessible,  except 
to  personal  friends.  Lodgings  are  to  be  had  in  two 
or  three  cottages  on  the  lough,  but  the  accommo- 
dation is  not  regal. 

We  therefore  made  our  way  to  Kilbride,  where 
the  boats  are  kept  and  the  boatmen  reside,  had 
a  look  at  the  lough,  made  arrangements  with  our 
boatman  for  an  early  start  next  morning,  discussed 
tackle,  etc.,  and  then  climbed  to  the  top  of  Kilbride 
Mountain,  at  the  back  of  the  village,  from  which 
we  obtained  a  magnificent  view.  Lough  Mask 
stretched  like  a  map  at  our  feet.  Lough  Corrib  in 
the  distance,  Lough  Nafooey,  a  famous  pike  lake,  on 
our  right,  and  glimpses  of  the  sea  at  various  points. 
The  next  morning,  after  a  hurried  breakfast,  my 
wife  and  I,  keen  to  be  at  it,  mounted  the  car,  and 
were  soon  rattled  to  Kilbride,  where  we  found  our 
boatman,  Thomas  Summerville  by  name,  but 
usually  known  as  the  "  Colonel,"  a  most  excellent 
and  steady  boatman,  already  waiting  for  us.  He 
told  us  that  so  early  in  the  year  (February)  it  was 
quite  useless  to  attempt  fly  fishing,  and  the  only 
way  to  catch  fish  was  by  trolling,  so  we  rigged  up 
two  light  spinning  rods  with  large  Nottingham 
reels,  mounted  a  Brown  Devon  on  one  and  a  Kill 
Devil  on  the  other,  and  made  a  start.  Never  shall 
I  forget  my  experience  of  that  day's  fishing,  my 
first  on  an  Irish  lough.  We  hadn't  gone  500  yards 
when  I  felt  a  tug,  and  a  heavy  one.  "A  trout," 
said  the  Colonel.  "  And  a  big  one  1  "  said  I.  The 
fish  made  a  rush  to  the  boat,  the  line  came  slack. 
"  He's  off,"  I  exclaimed.  "  Divil  a  bit,"  said  the 
Colonel.  "  Hould  on,  your  honour."  I  pulled  in 
the  slack  overhand,  and  found  on  getting  it  in 
that  I  was  still  in  touch  with  the  fish.  He  fought 
hard  and  gamely,  and  I  did  not  feel  happy  till  I 
saw  him  safely  lifted  into  the. boat,  a  brown  trout 
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in  very  fair  condition,  SJlb.  to  an  ounce.  We 
started  again  and  had  only  gone  a  short  distance, 
when  my  wife  (no  mean  fisherwonian)  exclaimed, 
"  I  have  one  too,"  and  what  a  fight  this  latter  one 
made  on  the  light  tackle  ;  however,  after  being 
cleverly  played  for  some  minutes,  he  also  was 
brought  to  book,  and  turned  out  lo  be  a  gillarco  of 
31b.  We  had  now  come  to  a  deep,  quiet-looking 
bav,  which  the  Colonel  told  us  s>varmed  with  pike, 
and  we  changed  our  tackle,  putting  on  a  Rod 
Phantom  and  a  spoon  bait,  with  the  thinnes^t  of 
wire  traces,  and  we  were  rewarded  during  the 
afternoon  with  three  pike,  181b.,  14ilb.,  and  101b. 
These,  with  what  we  had  previously  caught,  and 
two  other  trout,  going  together  just  over  41b.,  and 
captured  on  our  way  home,  made  up  a  very  pretty 
bag  for  our  first  trial  on  a  short  February  day  on  a 
big  Irish  lough,  and  Lough  Mask  is  a  big  one,  too, 
twelve  to  sixteen  miles  long,  and  in  places  eight  to 
ten  broad,  and  with  a  strong  north  wind  blowing — 
well,  you  wish  you  were  somewhere  else  I 

Until  the  month  of  May  the  fish  rarely  rise  to 
the  fly;  but  I  remember  one  red-letter  day,  about 
the  third  week  in  April.  We  were  rowing  past  an 
island  opposite  Petersburgh  Castle,  when  we  espied 
a  small  boat  dancing  on  the  waves,  the  one 
occupant  of  which  was  making  frantic  gestures  to 
us.    On  rearing  it,  we  discovered  that  it  was  Dc 

H  ,  the  local  physician,  a  thorough  type  of  the 

brusque,  jovial  Irishman,  devoted  to  sport,  utterly 
reckless,  and  alone  in  his  cockleshell  of  a  boar,, 
being  in  immin'nt  danger  of  being  swamped  at 
any  moment.  "  Come  on  !  come  on  I  "  shouted 
he,  "  they  are  rising  like  mad.  I've  caught  six  and 
lost  four,  breaking  me  round  the  rocks."  We  had 
missed  the  best  of  the  rise,  but  managpd  to  get  five, 
averaging  21b.  apiece,  when  the  rise  ceased  utterly. 

In  May  the  fish  commence  rising  fairly  freely, 
and  good  bags  can  be  made,  especially  round  the 
rocky  shallows  of  Petersburgh,  Ross  Hill,  the 
Canal,  and  Lough  Mask  Castle. 

The  islands  in  the  centre  of  the  lough  are  the 
home  of  the  salmo  ferox,  and  grand  sport  they  give 
when  you  get  them  averaging  in  weight  from  51b. 
to  151b.  I  have  known  as  many  as  five  of  these 
fish  caught  by  one  rod  in  a  day.  The  water  here 
is  very  deep,  and  you  must  fish  very  deep  too,  as 
your  quarry  lies  near  the  bottom,  and  in  order  to 
catch  him  you  must  risk  the  occasional  loss  of 
tackle. 

One  of  the  very  best  places  for  catching  big  trout 
is  the  mouth  of  a  river  flowing  into  Mountrassan 
Bay.  Here  my  friend,  L.  B.,  usually  locates  him- 
self ;  his  theory  is  that  the  man  who  catches  most 
fish  is  the  one  who  has  his  flies  most  incessantly  on 
the  water — and  he  does  it. 

He  starts  before  anyone  else  has  had  breakfast, 
he  returns  when  everyone  has  finished  dinner.  He 
allows  his  boatmen  twenty  minutes  for  lunch  ;  his 
arm  must  be  of  steel,  for  he  never  ceases  to  cast, 
quartering  the  water  as  the  boat  drifts  from  right 
to  left ;  but  he  kills  fish,  and  right  many. 
Occasionally  he  indulges  in  a  bit  of  dry  fly  fishing, 
as  depicted  in  the  accompanying  photograph, 
where  he  is  in  the  act  of  catching  a  7.jlb.  trout,  the 
biggest  I  have  known  caught  on  the  fly  in  Lough 
Mask. 

This  same  Mountrassan  Bay  runs  inland  for  five 
miles,  and  is  noted  at  the  far  end  for  its  big 
pike.  On  one  occasion,  while  spinning  there  near 
some  sunken  rocks,  my  wife  hooked  a  fish  which 
made  the  reel  hum,  and  ran  out  yards  of  line ;  she 
had  just  began  to  "  feel "  him,  when,  to  her 
dismay,  the  reel  fell  off  into  the  boat,  the  line  got 
entangled  amongst  some  loose  tackle,  and  every- 
thing was  slack ;  it  was  fully  five  minutes  before 
matters  were  again  ship  shape.  On  winding  in,  the 
fish,  however,  to  our  astonishment,  was  still  on, 
and  eventually  landed,  211b.,  for  shape  and  colour 
the  handsomest  pike  I  ever  saw.  In  August  last, 
T  myself  caught  a  leviathan,  341b.,  and  the  two, 
set  up  by  Williams,  of  Dublin,  face  me  now  as  I 
write,  and  call  up  many  a  pleasant  adventure  On 
Lough  Mask.  To  my  fish  there  hangs  a  tale.  A 
young  boy  of  fourteen,' son  of  the  Doctor,  and 
home  at  Clonbur  for  his  holidays,  meeting  me  one 
day,  remarked,  "  Oh  1  wouldn't  I  like  to  get  a  great 
fi^h  like  yours  !  "  "  All  right,"  I  said,  "  come  with 
me  to-morrow  and  have  a  try."  Proudly  he  walked 
with  me  the  next  morning  to  the  boat,  and  the 
Colonel  rowed  us  to  the  spot  where  I  had  caught 
my  big  fish,  a  small  bay  at  the  entrance  to  a  place 
called  Ross  Hill,  quite  the  best  place  in  the  lough 
for  a  big  pike.  We  rowed  between  two  banks  of 
weeds,  the  boy  trolling  a  large  mother-of-pearl 


spoon,  when  suddenly  the  rod  was  pulled  nearly  ; 
out  of  his  hands,  the  line  flew  out  at  lightning 
pace,  and  I  saw  we  were  in  for  a  hot  time.  The 
fish  played  like  a  salmon  of  30lb.,  rushing  and 
tearing  all  over  the  place  ;  for  a  moment  I  caught 
a  glimpse  of  him,  he  looked  like  a  tree.  Eventually 
he  made  a  terrible  ru^h  to  a  bank  of  weeds",  a  great 
swirl,  and, he  was  gone.    The  boy  had  him  on  for  | 
half-an-hour,  but  never  for  one  moment  had  any  ! 
control  over  him,  and  at  the  end  wa^  fairly  beat.  | 
At  the  finish  his  face  was  a  s-tudy  ;  so  was  the 
Colonel's  ; "so  was  mine.    We  did  not  speak — we 
turced  the  boat  round  and  rowed  home.  The 


weight  of  that  fish  I  should  hardly  like  to  guesa 
at. 

Anyone  who  wants  a  holiday,  with  a  chance  of 
catching  some  really  heavy  fish,  could  hardly  do 
better  than  pay  a  visit  to  Lough  Mask ;  and,  for 
the  benefit  of  my  brethren  of  the  craft,  I  may  tell 
them  that  for  trout  the  best  baits  are  Kill  Devils 
and  Brown  and  White  Devons,  while  for  pike  and 
ferox  large  Blue,  Brown,  and  Red  Phantoms  are 
very  killing.  The  best  flies  to  use  for  trout  are 
large  March  Browns,  Golden  Green  Olives,  and 
Claret  bodied  flies.  I  am  indebted  to  a  brother 
angler  for  the  charmiDg  photographs  accompanying 
this  article.  Allix. 


FISH  CULTUEE  AT  MALVERN 
WELLS. 


There  is  no  more  painstaking  man  in  the  ranks 
of  modern  fish  culturists  than  Mr.  Walter  Ba'ly. 
the  present  proprietor  of  the  old  established 
Midlani  Counties  Fish  Culture  Establishment  a*; 
Malvern  Wells.  It  will  be  within  the  knowlpdg=! 
of  many  of  ray  readers  that  the  late  Mr.  Wm. 
Burgess  did  some  splendid  work  in  connection 
with  this  same  fishery,  which  owed  its  inception 
to  him  some  thirty  years  ago.    Mr.  Baily  is  a 


most  able  follower  of  Mr.  Burgess,  and  the  Malvem 
Wells  Fishery  not  only  continues  to  hold  its  own 
but  also  to  advance  considerably  under  the  fostering 
care  of  a  steady  plodding  scientist  and  thoroughly 
practical  fish  culturist  in  combination. 

While  being  "  run  "  upon  similar  lines  to  those 
of  most  other  fish  culture  establishments  in  the 
country,  that  under  notice  discovers  an  extremely 
thoughtful  conduct  which  one  does  not  invariably 
meet  with.  It  is  Mr.  Baily's  constant  study  to 
breed  and  rear  fish  so  that  they  may  be  of  real 
value  for  stocking  purposes.  Simplifioation  of 
apparatus  and  metliods  and  the  surrounding  of  his 
stock  with  an  environment  of  natural  conditions 
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are  the  chief  items  in  his  progi-amme,  but  there 
are  numerous  details  that  go  to  make  such  pro- 
gramme possible,  and  Mr.  Baily  excels  in  close 
application  to  detail.  In  the  course  of  a  recent 
visit  I  saw  much  to  interest  me,  and  presuming 
that  at  least  some  of  my  readers  are  equally 
interested  with  myself  in  such  matters  I  venture 
to  impart  the  following  particulars. 

The  hatchery  is  one  of  the  largest  in  this  country. 
It  has  a  capacity  equal  to  the  incubation  of  nearly 
two  million  eggs,  and  is  well  and  simply  fitted 
throughout.  Perforated  zinc  trays  are  used  in 
preference  to  glass  grilles  for  hatching':the  ova. 


when  they  choose  away  from  the  direct  rush  which 
otherwise  occurs  throughout  the  whole  length  and 
breadth  of  the  box.  In  practice  this  results  in 
fewer  fish  being  driven  to  the  lower  end  of  the 
box.  It  is  most  useful  also  in  connection  with 
Mr.  Baily's  system  of  surface  feeding  to  which  I 
next  refer. 

The  fish  are  fed  from  the  alevin  stage  onward  to 
maturity  on  Burgess's  "  Challenge  "  food  for  fish, 
which  is  prepared  entirely  at  the  fishery  in  four 
grades — first,  food  for  fry,  for  fry  two  to  three 
months  old,  for  fry  three  months  to  yearlings, 
and  for  mature  fish.    In  combination  with  large 


Kodaked  6y] 


A  Yeabling  Pond. 


[E.  S.  S. 


Kixhile.1  In/'] 


A  Rainbow  Trout  Pond. 


[E.  s.  s. 


An  ample  supply  of  water  of  an  even  tempt  rature 
of  iH"^  results  in  a  healthy  condition  of  the  eggs 
during  the  period  of  incubation.  When  hatched  the 
alevins  are  permitted  to  remain  in  the  perforated  zinc 
trays  until  all  the  weakly,  or  otherwise  undesirable, 
h*h  have  been  removed,  when  the  trays  are  taken 
away  and  the  alevins  have  the  free  run  of  the  box. 
At  tliis  stage  occurs  one  of  Mr.  Baily's  simple 
improvements.  A  short  nozzle  made  from  sheet 
zinc  and  bent  at  an  obtuse  angle  is  fitted  to  the 
supply  tap,  and  directs  the  flow  of  water  towards 
one  side  of  the  box  and  creates  an  eddy  and  "  back- 
wash "  on  the  other.  In  this  manner  the  alevins 
while  receiving  the  same  volume  of  supply  can  rest 


quantities  of  natural  food  this  forms  the  sole  diet. 
Mr.  Baily  does  not  believe  in  horse-flesh  as  food 
for  fish,  and  he  never  uses  a  scrap  of  it  for  that 
purpose.  He  is  convinced  that  fish  reared  on 
horse-flesh  are  useless  for  the  purpose  of  juer- 
manentlji  stocking  a  water.  The  peculiarity  of 
the  first  food  for  fry  is  that  the  gi'eater  portion  of 
it  floats,  and  thus  the  fish  are  taught  from  the 
very  start  to  look  to  the  surface  for  their  food.  The 
"  backwash  "  in  the  box,  formed  after  the  manner 
I  have  already  described,  keeps  the  food  moving  in 
the  box  until  it  is  all  consumed.  It  is  a  most 
interesting  sight  to  watch  the  tiny  fish  feeding  in 
a  box  over  the  whole  surface  at  the  same  time ; 


very  little  of  the  food  reaches  the  bottom  of  the 
box.  The  alevins  are  taught  to  feed  in  the  box 
until  they  come  quiie  on  the  feed,  and  they  are 
then  removed  direct  to  the  rearing  ponds  outside. 

These  are  formed  directly  from  the  soil,  and  it 
will  bo  seen  from  the  illustrations  that  they  are 
charmingly  wooded,  and  abound  with  aquatic  and 
marginal  plants.  Mr.  Baily  declares  that  herein 
lies  the  secret  of  his  fish  developing  sucli  beautiful 
form  and  colouring.  The  ponds  vary  in  size  and 
depth,  of  course,  but  be  they  for  fry  or  for  stock 
fish,  the  same  rule  guides  their  conduct.  And  this 
golden  rule  is  the  encouragement  of  the  growth  of 
natural  food  for  the  fish.  The  plants  that  find 
especial  favour  with  Mr.  Baily  are  the  water  celery, 
the  water  crowfoot,  the  watercress,  the  marsh 
marigold,  and  white  water  lilies.  Enormous 
quantities  of  water  snails  and  fresh  water  shrimps 
are  contained  in  the  ponds,  and,  in  the  fry  ponds 
especially,  dapJmid',  cyclops,  and  cypria  (commonly 
classed  as  water  fleas)  abound.  With  such  a  larder, 
assisted  by  the  sound,  wholesome  fish  meal,  one 
need  not  wonder  at  Mr.  Baily  's  fish  putting  on 
such  form  and  colouring,  and  gaining  friends,  as 
they  do,  wherever  they  are  sent.  Moreo\er,  Mr. 
Baily  claims  that  fish  reared  after  this  manner 
are  better  prepared  to  forage  for  themselves  when 
transferred  to  waters  which  it  is  intended  they 
should  stock,  and,  in  my  opinion,  he  is  quite  right. 
[  need  waste  no  space  in  describing  the  ponds.  I 
was  fortunate  in  getting  some  good  photos  of  a 
few  of  them,  and  these  speak  for  themselves.  I 
may  add,  however,  that  land-flies  and  water-flies 
are  present  in  myriads  in  due  season,  and  an 
"  evening  rise  "  on  the  ponds  at  Danemoor  is  a 
sight  to  be  remembered. 

The  fishery  extends  over  several  acres  ;  indeed  a 
walk  of  two  miles  only  just  covers  the  ground 
which  it  occupies.  But  I  was  not  surpised  to  learn 
that  a  further  extension  has  become  necessary. 
For  many  years  past  fish  from  this  establishment 
have  found  favour  with  clients  on  all  sides,  and 
such  favour  cannot  but  be  considerably  enhanced 
with  Mr.  Baily  as  proprietor. 

Lovers  of  an  aquarium  will  find  in  him  a  kindred 
soul.  His  own  particular  aquarium  is  devoted 
principally  to  scientific  experiments  connected 
with  the  life  history  of  the  natural  food  of  fish,  but 
its  use  is  not  absolutely  limited  to  such  research. 
If  you  want  to  know  how  to  manage  an  aquarium, 
how  to  stock  it,  and  anything  else  connected  with 
aquaria,  you  cannot  do  better  than  communicate 
with  the'proprietor  of'the  Midland  Counties  Fishery, 
who  would  seem  never  to  tire  of  dealing  with  such 
matters.  A  keen  naturalist  and  a  most  genial 
companion  he  is  the  man  to  meet  when  you  are 
down  Malvern  Wells  way.  Ajid  if  you  have  not 
been  to  Malvern  Wells,  go  at  once — it  is  one  of  the 
loveliest  spots  in  all  England. 

Any  reference  to  this  fishery  would  be  quite 
incomplete  without  a  reminder  that  it  is  part  only 
of  a  very  big  concern,  the  whole  of  which  calls  Mr. 
Baily  proprietor.  The  Berry  Lodge  and  Shuttle- 
fast  Farm  pheasantries  are  as  well  known  in  their 
own  particular  sphere  as  the  fish  farm  is  in  its. 
The  "  Challenge  "  game,  poultry,  and  dog  foods,  the 
Burgess  alarm  guns,  humane  rabbit  and  vermin 
traps,  etc.,  have  a  good  name  the  world  over.  You 
might  quite  easily  do  worse  than  spend  an  evening 
perusing  the  instructive  booklets  on  game  farming 
and  on  fish  culture  issued  free  from  the  establish- 
ment. Mr.  Baily's  clientele  includes  all  sorts  and 
conditions  of  sportsmen :  the  King  and  several 
members  of  the  Royal  Family,  and  noblemen  and 
country  gentlemen  in  every  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  This  speaks  volumes  in  favour  of  his 
methods  of  business. 

This  was  one  of  the  first  fisheries  to  start  rearing 
rainbow  trout  in  this  country,  and  the  output  of 
these  fish  increases  by  leaps  and  bounds.  Ponds 
specially  suitable  for  their  culture  have  been  formed 
and  are  solely  devoted  to  this  purpose,  and  I  can 
assure  you  they  are  a  very  fine  lot  of  fish  contained 
therein. 

At  the  special  request  of  the  committee,  Mr. 
Baily  is  showing  a  set  of  hatching  apparatus,  of 
his  special  design,  at  the  Cork  Exhibition  this  year. 

E.  S.  S. 


Mr.  Kennedy's  Coca  y-Bondhu  or  Floating 
Beetle. — Her  Majesty  the  Queen  has  graciously 
accepted  some  of  Mr.  Kennedy's  very  c]e7er  imita- 
tion of  the  Coch-y  Bondhu  beetle,  so  deadly  on 
most  waters. 
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ALTNACEALGACH. 
By  G.   Christophee  Davies. 


For  a  few  miles  from  Invershin  Station  the 
scenery  is  delightful,  from  the  Kyles  of  Sutherland 
westward.    Then  one  comes  to  the  bare  moorland, 


Sunday  Morning  at  the  Inn. 

and  the  twenty-six  miles  from  Invershin  Station  to 
Altnacealgach  begins  to  feel  a  long  drive  indeed. 

I  am  not  one  of  those  who  rhapsodise  about  the 
charms  of  the  moorland  and  rugged  hill  scenery, 
and  if  the  weather  is  dull  and  rainy,  as  it  was  this 
day,  I  find  it  somewhat  depressing  to  have  not  a 
tree  in  sight ;  nothing  but  brown  bog  and  stones 
for  miles  and  miles,  reaching  away  on  either  hand 
to  the  mountain  slopes,  and,  in  front  and  behind, 
the  narrow  road  undulating  into  infinity.  The  one 
interesting  sight  was  two  golden  eagles,  which, 
without  quiver  of  wing,  soared  in  vast  sweeps 
along  the  hill.  One  day  we  saw  three  on  the  wing 
at  once,  and  a  keeper  told  us  that,  although  they 
are  protected,  not  a  year  passes  but  one  or  two  are 
caught  in  the  traps  set  for  foxes.  They  nest  on 
Ben  More  and  Ben  Suilvean,  above  the  deer 
forests,  and  to  a  lowland  eye  it  was  extremely 
interesting  to  see  red  deer  and  golden  eagles  at  one 
gaze. 

In  driving  wind  and  rain,  and  with  our  feelings 
pitched  in  a  minor  key,  we  came  at  the  close  of 
day  to  a  sheen  of  water,  and  presently  opened  out 
a  loch,  low  set  on  the  bare  moorland,  and  in  a  boat 
among  the  waves  at  its  nearer  end  a  muffled-up 
figure  was  switching  away  in  the  wet ;  then  a 
house,  which  must  be  the  end  of  our  pilgrimage, 
and  ao  it  proved.  Soon  in  the  comforts  of  a  really 
nice  inn  we  forgot  the  melancholy  drive,  and 
watched  the  returning  fishermen  weighing  their 
catches  in  the  porch,  and  were  glad  to  note  that 
some  of  the  anglers  were  careful  to  remove  mackin- 
toshes, flasks,  and  tackle  from  their  baskets  before 
weighing  in,  and  astonished  to  find  also  that  others 
even  made  allowance  (estimated)  for  the  weight  of 
their  baskets.  And  yet  the  ignorant  public  jibe 
at  the  honesty  of  anglers  1  The  half-dozen  baskets 
seemed  to  average  about  fifty  trout  each,  but  the 
weight  was  small,  certainly  not  averaging  a  quarter 
of  a  pound.  The  limit  of  length  is  supposed  to  be 
eight  inches,  but  my  friend  and  myself,  who  were 
to  fish  from  the  same  boat,  resolved  to  make  our 
limit  nine  inches  in  the  hope  of  a  better  average 
weight. 

Next  morning  we  commenced  fishing  Loch 
Boarlan  close  to  the  house,  and  immediately 
began  catching  small  ones  in  plenty.  Coming 
fresh  from  a  dry  fly  stream,  and  fat  fish  sucking  in 
May  Flies,  I  tired  of  it  and  went  for  a  ramble  right 
round  the  loch,  wading  and  fishing  from  the  shore 
with  some  success,  but  finally  deciding  that  awk- 
ward stones  were  too  plentiful  to  be  agreeable  to  a 
recently  sprained  ankle.  Our  bag  this  day  was  not 
very  encouraging,  but  we  were  told  that  the  loch 
was  much  below  its  ordinary  summer  level,  and  it 
was  very  full  of  weeds  among  which  the  trout  lay. 
The  time  was  early  July,  and  the  best  of  the  fishing 
was  of  course  over. 

The  following  day,  however,  things  brightened. 


We  drove  a  few  miles  further  westward  to  Loch 
Cama,  which  is  a  really  beautiful  loch,  many 
islanded  and  beset  by  mountains.  On  the  one  side 
Ben  Suilvean,  jutting  its  abrupt  and  overhanging 
precipices  high  among  the  clouds  ;  the  black  corries 
and  huge  shoulder  of  Cuil  More  darkening  the  sky 
on  the  other,  and  further  off  the  silvery  screes  of 
Ben  More  shining  in  the 
light.  It  is  the  wonderful 
effects  of  cloud  and  sun- 
shine on  these  lofty  peaks 
which  make  them  so 
attractive  in  form,  so 
changing  in  colour.  Some- 
times the  rocks  gleam  like 
huge  beds  of  precious 
stones,  with  dazzling 
colours,  and  at  others 
frown  in  portentous  gloom. 
No  two  days,  nor  for  many 
hours,  are  they  alike,  and 
our  fishing  suffered  sadly 
from  our  contemplation  of 
their  pictures,  as  well  as 
from  our  questing  of  the 
skylines  of  the  lower  hills 
for  the  frequent  deer.  In 
the  foreground  of  our  first 
view  of  Cama,  the  tiny 
little  churchyard  on  the 
hillside,  no  larger  than  and 
very  like  a  sheepfold,  gave 
a  quaint  interest  to  the 
scene. 

Afloat  on  Cama  we 
found  the  trout  in  rising 
mood.  Fishing,  one  from  the  stem  and  one  from 
the  stern,  while  oiu:  most  excellent  gillie  managed 
the  drifts,  we  found  the  charm  of  loch  fishing  for 
plenteous  trout  had  not  been  overrated.  It  is  a 
thing  of  itself,  and  although  the  trout  are  small 
they  rise  with  such  vivacity  and  fight  with  such 
spirit  that  the  size  of  the  resulting  trout  seems 
immaterial.  A  half-pound  Cama  trout  gives  as 
much  sport  as  many  a  two-pounder  I  have  taken 
on  southern  streams,  and  when  in  his  rushes 
another  trout  seizes  the  first  dropper,  and,  as  many 
times  happened,  a  third  fish  also  hooks  itself,  why 
things  become  lively  indeed.  When  the  trout  were 
freely  rising,  both  of  us  would  have  fish  on  at  the 
same  time.  The  wind  rose  and  blew  a  gale,  so 
that  this  day  one  could  only  fish  the  sheltered 
bays,  and  the  best  sport  was  in  the  surf  on  the 
leeward  shore,  where  the  waves  tossed  us  about  in 
a  quite  alarming  fashion,  often  deluging  us  with 
spray.  The  boats  on  these  lochs  are  extremely 
able  and  seaworthy  craft,  but  it  was  all  we  could 
do  that  day  to  keep  ours  afloat.  And  the  fish  rose 
madly  in  the  very  rush  of 
surf  borne  pebbles,  and 
!  the  foaming  swirls  between 
the  rocks. 

There  were  other  days 
I  at  Cama  when  it  was  dead 
I  calm  and  the  fly  was  use- 
less. Then  we  trolled  for 
i  ferox  mile  after  mile  un- 
successfully, but  hooking 
and  losing  one  or  two  and 
catching  some  ordinary 
trout  from  lib.  to  21b.  in 
weight.  The  big  ferox 
seem  to  me  to  be  caught 
by  the  tyro  when  he  just 
dips  his  spinning  bait  in 
the  water  and  pulls  it  by 
hand  to  see  how  it  will 
spin,  or  in  some  other 
equally  accidental  fashion. 
There  are  ferox  in  all  the 
four  lochs  attached  to  the 
hotel,  but  during  our  stay 
only  two  were  caught,  and 
those  in  the  way  indicated. 

Not  being  greedy  of  fish 
we  made  leisurely  lunches, 
selecting  bare  and  windy 

spots  ashore  to  avoid  the  teasing  midges  and  the 
bloodthirsty  clegs.  Looking  out  of  the  window  on 
our  first  arrival  in  Sutherland  we  were  amazed  to 
find  every  man,  woman,  and  child  outside  perform- 
ing strange  mesmeric  passes  with  their  hands  over 
their  faces  and  necks.  Going  outside  wc  found  we 
had  to  do  the  same  to  brush  off  the  countless 
midges.    It  is  the  one  occupation  of  life  in  summer 


in  Sutherland,  engrossing  the  senses  like  smoking 
or  knitting.  We  tried  all  the  advertised  lotions, 
but  I  personally  found  nothing  of  any  use  except 
Homocea.  At  times  we  were  obliged  to  wear  veils, 
the  best  of  which  are  stuffy  and  hot. 

The  clegs,  in  appearance  like  horse  flies,  were 
not  so  irritating  but  drew  blood  freely,  and  when- 
ever we  approached  the  shore  attacked  us  in 
numbers. 

On  the  credit  side  of  the  account,  however,  were 
the  kittiwakes  and  gulls  which  joined  us  in  great 
numbers  at  luncheon  time,  swooping  close  to  our 
heads  and  sitting  in  a  circle  close  around  us  in  the 
boldest  and  most  confiding  fashion.  It  was  most 
interesting  to  be  in  such  close  contact  with  such 
beautiful  wild  creatures,  and  to  find  them  so  fearless 
of  man. 

Loch  Urigill  was  but  a  mile  or  two  from  the  inn, 
across  Loch  Boarlan  and  over  a  very  swampy  moor. 
On  this  loch  the  trout  are  said  to  rise  more  freely 
than  on  the  others,  but  rule,  smaller.  Our 

best  time  was  during  a  pouring  wet  and  windy 
afternoon.  They  rose  so  freely  in  the  leeward  surf 
that  our  gillie  got  quite  excited,  and  when  we  cried 
enough  he  begged  us  to  go  on,  although  he,  having 
no  waterproof,  was  wet  through,  and  for  his  sake 
we  wished  to  leave  off.  Another  afternoon  also, 
just  in  one  spot,  the  trout  rose  madly,  and  we 
hooked  two  and  three  at  a  time  at  nearly  every 
cast. 

There  are  islands  on  Urigill  where  the  black - 
backed  gulls  breed,  and  a  pair  of  these  used  to  mob 
us  whenever  we  approached  their  home,  swooping 
and  dashing  within  an  arm's  length  of  us,  and 
causing  us  to  duck  our  heads  involuntarily.  There 
were  cormorants  also  perched  on  boulders,  and 
where  the  burns  ran  in  several  kinds  of  waders  ran 
about  the  stones,  including  the  dotterel. 

The  loch  I  liked  the  best  was  Veyatie,  although 
it  is  not  the  most  popular.  It  is  very  long,  stretch- 
ing far  between  rugged  mountains,  and  very  stormy, 
so  that  two  boatmen  are  always  taken  in  case  of  a 
long  row  to  windward ;  but  it  has  reedy  bays 
where  many  fine  trout  lie,  and  a  river  tumbling 
over  a  fine  fall  at  its  head.  It  is  the  furthest  from 
the  inn,  and  after  leaving  the  vehicle  at  the  road 
there  is  a  very  rough  walk  down  a  burn  side  to  it. 

From  ]3oarlan  to  Veyatie  there  is  a  very  trouty- 
looking  stream,  but  it  was  very  low,  and  those  who 
tried  it  only  got  a  few  sprat-sized  trout.  Up  the 
hillside  behind  the  inn  there  is  a  small  loch  so 
over-stocked  that  you  may  catch  tiny  troutlets  by 
the  hundred,  but  during  our  stay  no  one  tried  it. 
The  best  basket  of  trout  taken  during  our  stay  was 
from  a  private  loch  a  few  miles  away.  The  two 
anglers  who  fished  it  had  given  their  morning's 
catch  away,  but  their  afternoon's  catch  was  eighty 
trout  weighing  401b.    Our  bag  in  fourteen  days' 


Loch  Ubigill. 

easy  fishing  was  400  trout  retained,  weighing  1501b., 
and  an  incredible  number  put  back. 

We  tried  the  usual  patterns  of  loch  flies,  finding 
the  best  to  be  a  Grouse  Hackle,  a  Butcher,  and  a 
sand-coloured  fly  called  Sam  Slick.  One  of  our 
party  wired  to  Perth  for  a  dozen  Sam  Slicks,  to 
which  the  reply  came  that  the  "  game  sticks " 
should  be  despatched  in  a  day  or  two. 
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AVINDEKMEEE  AND  ITS  TKOUT 
AND  CHAR  FISHING. 
By  E.  B.  Makston. 

"  When  stormy  winds 
Were  working  the  broad  bosom  of  the  lake 
Into  a  thousand  thousand  sparkling  waves, 
Becking  the  trees,  or  drawing  cloud  on  cloud 
Along  the  sharp  edge  of  yon  lofty  crags." 

— Wordsworth's  "  Dalesman." 

It  had  long  been  a  matter  of  regret  to  me  that 
the  trout  fishing  of  Windermere  and  the  neighbour- 
ing waters  was  of  such  little  account,  that  while 
Scotch  and  Irish  lochs  and  rivers  attract  thousands 
of  English  anglers  our  own  Lake  District  was 
practically  neglected  by  them.  In  the  early 
seventies  I  thought  of  trying  Windermere,  and 
looked  it  up  in  that  little  work  which  I  have  often 
found  so  exceedingly  useful,  the  "  Angler^s  Diary." 
The  only  place  mentioned  on  the  lake  was  Amble- 
side, and  the  information  given  was  practically  the 
same  as  that  to  be  found  in  the  recently -published 
edition  for  1902 — namely,  that  there  are  "  pike, 
perch,  and  a  few  large  trout  in  the  lake."  No 
doubt  this  meagre  and  repellent  bill  of  fare  for  the 
trout  angler  has  had  the  same  eifect  on  many 
hundreds  of  other  anglers  as  it  had  on  me — sent  us 
to  other  districts.  And  up  to  within  the  past  few 
seasons  this  information  was  correct  enough  ;  now 
it  is  as  incorrect  and  out  of  date  as,  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  is  very  much  of  the  information  in  the 
"  Tourist  Fisherman's  Gazetteer,"  as  the  "  Angler's 
Diary  "  also  calls  itself. 

Last  year  and  the  year  before  I  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  accounts  of  sport  with  trout  on 
Windermere  from  trustworthy  correspondents, 
which  plainly  showed  that  it  was  improving,  and  I 
decided  to  see  for  myself  if  the  "  Angler's  Diary  " 
was  still  con-ect  or  not. 

And  here  I  must  thank  that  capital  angler  and 
keen  lover  of  Windermere,  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Pearsall, 
of  Dalton-in-Furness,  for  most  kindly  putting  his 
knowledge  and  experience  at  my  disposal.  I  told 
him  I  wanted  to  find  some  quiet  angler's  quarters 
in  a  good  situation  for  fly-fishing,  and  he  recom- 
mended the  unpretentious  and  most  delightfully 
situated  little  Beech  Hill  Hotel,  on  the  south-east 
side  of  the  lake.  When,  after  the  ea^y  journey  from 
London  by  the  London  and  North-Western  Railway, 
my  wife  and  son  and  I  found  om-selves  in  a  pleasant 
sitting-room  overlooking  Windermere  and  the 
grand  panorama  of  mountains,  we  felt  that  Mr. 
Pearsall's  enthusiasm  was  amply  justified.  It  was 
our  first  visit  to  Windermere,  and  although  I  am 
not  going  to  let  myself  go  in  gushing  descriptions 
of  the  scene  from  Beech  Hill,  or  almost  any  other 
hill  in  the  district  for  that  matter,  I  can  prophesy 
this  much — if  the  trout  fishing  continues  to  im- 
prove as  it  has  done  since  the  lake  was  protected 
and  stocked,  in  a  very  few  seasons  Windermere 
will  become  one  of  the  most  popular  angling  resorts 
in  the  United  Kingdom  for  trout  fishing. 

In  the  following  notes  I  shall  endeavour  to  show 
why  I  think  so,  and  although  I  never  in  my  life 
had  s-uch  poor  sport  in  ten  days'  fishing,  it  did  not 
in  the  least  alter  the  good  impressions  received 
from  reports,  in  fact  my  own  experience  confirmed 
them.  But  everyone  knows  what  unfavourable 
fishing  weather  we  had  in  May,  especially  on  the 
first  ten  days  of  it,  and  those  were  the  only  days 
on  which  I  have  ever  fished  on  Windermere.  I 
hope  they  will  not  be  the  last  by  many. 

Cause  of  the  Improved  Trout  Fishing  on 
Windermere. 

Although  I  am  quite  convinced  that  under 
favourable  conditions  as  regards  the  weather  very 
good  trout  fishing  is  to  be  had  on  Windermere  in 
the  spring  months,  I  am  equally  certain  that  the 
sport  obtiinible  is  very  far  short  of  what  might  be 
had  if  those  interested  in  the  beautiful  lake  would 
take  it  in  hand  in  real  earnest. 

What  is  wanted  is  a  strong  association  formed 
fir  the  eole  purpose  of  looking  after  and  stocking 
Windermere  and  its  tributaries.  Such  an  associa- 
tion ought  to  have,  and  I  think  would  have,  the 
support  of  the  London  and  North-Westem  Rail- 
way, which  runs  trains  to  Bowness  and  to  Lake- 
side, also  the  Furness  Railway  and  steamers  and 
the  principal  hotels.  The  district  is  so  beautiful 
and  in  every  way  so  attractive  that  all  that  is 
wanted  to  make  it  one  of  the  most  popular  angling 
resorts  in  the  United  liingdom  is  adequate  stocking 
and  careful  protection. 


Tuk  English  Lake  District  Angling 
assogiation. 

As  a  proof  of  what  may  be  done  by  restocking 
on  a  very  small  scale,  it  is  not  at  all  an  uncommon 
experience  for  fly  fishers  -  -under  favourable  con- 
ditions— to  get  baskets  of  from  five  to  twelve 
pounds  of  trout  or  more,  including  fish  from  one  to 
over  two  poimds.  This  is  only  since  the  associa- 
tion, which  looks  after  the  Lake  District  generally, 
practically  stopped  the  netting  and  put  in  some 
thousands  of  Loch  Leven  trout  and  a  large  number 
of  fry  ;  but  it  surely  can  be  of  little  use  to  put  fry 
into  a  lake  which  teems  with  perch,  and  what  is 
wanted  is  systematic  annual  stocking  with  yearling 
and  two-year-old  trout.  The  Loch  Levens  have  so 
far  done  wonderfully  well,  but  they  have  rather 
a  bad  reputation  for  falling  ofl'  in  quality  and  size 
and  numbers  after  a  time,  and  it  would  be  good 
policy  I  am  sure  to  introduce  other  good  strains  of 
common  trout,  and  I  think  Windermere  would  suit 
that  beautiful  but  in  our  English  waters  uncertain 
fish  the  rainbow. 

As  for  food  there  must  be  any  amount  of  it.  In 
the  first  place  there  are  millions  of  perch  fry. 
When  wading  along  the  shores  of  the  lake  early  in 
May  I  saw  quantities  of  perch  spawn  which  had 
been  washed  up  on  to  the  beach ;  and  the  young 
perch  when  first  hatched  is  as  good  food  as  young 
trout  can  have.  That  the  larger  trout  feed  on 
very  small  perch  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Pearsall  has  several  times  found  them  in  trout  he 
has  caught. 

The  weather  conditions  were  almost  those  of 
winter  the  whole  time  I  fished  in  May ;  snow  on 
the  mountains,  with  snow  and  sleet  in  the  day, 
and  a  constant  north  or  north-east  cold  wind,  so  it 
was  no  wonder  the  trout  would  not  come  out  of 
the  deeper  water  on  to  the  shallows  which  exist 
round  the  lake,  extending  out  from  two  or  three  to 
twenty  or  forty  yards  or  more  in  places.  The 
usual  plan  in  fly  fishing  is  to  drift  quietly  along  in 
the  deep  water  and  cast  in  towards  the  shore,  two 
and  sometimes  three  anglers  fishing  in  this  way. 
But  there  are  miles  of  water  which  you  can  fish  by 
wading,  and  with  a  good  breeze  wading  in  this 
way  along  the  shores  of  such  a  lovely  and 
diversified  lake  as  Windermere  is  very  fascinating 
work.  You  have  to  look  where  you  are  going  as 
the  bottom  is  covered  with  stones  and  boulders, 
and  in  places  shelves  off  very  rapidly  into  deep 
water.  I  only  kept  two  trout,  and  only  caught  a 
dozen  or  so  the  whole  time  I  fished,  but  I  am 
quite  certain  that  under  more  favourable  weather 
conditions  I  could  have  killed  ten  or  a  dozen 
pounds  of  good  trout  wading  and  fishing  along  the 
shore  in  this  way. 

I  opened  one  of  the  trout  I  caught  off  Lilly 
Island,  and  found  its  stomach  full  of  the  fresh- 
water limpet  {Ancijlus  lacustris).  Then  Winder- 
mere has  a  fine  stock  of  May  Fly,  and  doubtless  of 
other  water  flies.  One  Sunday  evening  the  surface 
of  the  lake  was  covered  with  a  light-coloured 
midge,  of  which,  however,  only  the  char  seemed  to 
take  any  notice. 

As  far  as  natural  food  supply  goes  there  can  be 
no  fear  of  overstocking  Windermere  with  trout, 
especially  as  pike  abound  in  the  lake. 

Personally  I  think  anglers  owe  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude to  the  English  Lake  District  Angling 
Association,  and  from  what  the  secretary,  Mr.  Geo. 
Gatey,  tells  me,  and  from  what  I  myself  saw,  I  am 
sure  that  the  complaints  of  some  anglers  as  to  the 
netting  for  char  injuring  the  trout  are  unfounded. 
In  reply  to  some  inquiries  I  made,  Mr.  Gatey 
says : — 

"  I  do  not  think  that  complaints  by  anglers  as  to 
netting  are  justifiable.  There  are  twelve  several 
fisheries  in  Windermere  which  were  formerly  rented 
by  private  individuals,  and  six  or  eight  nets  would  be 
running  all  the  season.  These  nets  were  deliberately 
used  for  the  capture  of  trout,  and  no  doubt  angling 
got  to  be  at  a  very  low  ebb.  Then  the  association 
was  formed,  and  rented  all  the  fisheries,  after  con- 
siderable opposition,  but  in  all  the  leases  appears  a 
condition  that  the  fisheries  shall  be  netted  occasion- 
ally during  the  season,  the  owners  being  afraid  other- 
wise of  losing  their  rights  altogether  through  disuse. 
For  a  time  the  association  ran  three  nets,  and  took 
both  trout  and  char,  then  they  stopped  the  netting  of 
trout,  and  now  only  one  net  for  char  only  is  used  in  all 
twelve  fisheries,  and  the  angling  is  greatly  improved. 
I  do  not  think  our  men  habitually  take  trout ; 
dismissal  is  the  penalty,  and  in  a  small  place  like  this 
we  know  the  history  as  regards  capture  of  every 
decent  trout  exposed  for  sale.  Thanks  to  Mr.  G.  N. 
Midwood,  of  Manchester,  we  shall  be  able  for  the  next 


three  years  to  do  more  restocking  than  before,  as  he 
has  started  a  fund  which  covers  our  fishing  rents  for 
that  time.  Before  this,  since  we  only  ran  one  net, 
we  were  working  at  a  considerable  loss,  and  our  sub- 
scriptions were  not  enough  to  cover  this  and  do  much 
towards  introducing  fresh  stock.  I  should  much  like 
to  see  Windermere  become  a  regular  fishing  resort." 

It  seems  to  me  that  what  is  wanted  is  that  anglers 
should  give  Mr.  Gatey  more  support.  To  stop  the 
netting  entirely  would  simply  mean  the  loss  of 
revenue  and  the  great  increase  of  char  to  compete 
with  the  trout  for  food.  Being  ignorant  of  the  fact 
that  they  were  not  allowed  to  sell  them,  the  first 
time  I  saw  the  char  nctsmen  fishing  I  oflered  to 
buy  some,  and  was  at  once  told  that  they  could 
not  sell,  but  that  I  might  get  some  from  the  fish- 
monger in  Bowness,  who  buys  the  fish  from  the 
association.  I  can  also  say  that  I  saw  them 
return  to  the  lake  all  the  trout  they  caught,  and 
on  asking  to  be  allowed  to  see  their  take  of  char 
was  at  once  shown  them. 

What  I  think  might  be  a  good  thing  is  that 
these  char  netsmen,  who  are  always  moving  about 
the  lake,  should  be  instructed  to  ask  anglers  to 
show  their  licences.  I  was  only  once  asked  for 
mine,  and  was  told  by  anglers  that  it  was  quite  an 
unusual  thing  to  be  asked.  No  angler  worthy  the 
name  would  object  to  this  I  think. 

Knowing  nothing  about  char  fishing  practically 
myself,  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  come  across  a 
local  angler,  Mr.  T.  Pitt,  of  Bowness,  who  kindly 
furnished  me  with  the  excellent  account  of  it 
which  I  give  in  this  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
and  also  an  account  of  a  capital  day's  trout  fishing 
he  had  on  Mafeking  Day. 

Windermere  is  only  one  of  many  lakes  affording 
varied  sport  to  the  angler,  and  the  district  is  in 
every  way  so  enchanting  that  I  am  quite  sure 
anglers  who  have  not  been  there,  and  who  take 
my  advice  and  give  it  a  trial,  will  not  regi-et 
doing  so. 

In  the  hot  months  trout  fishing  is  confined 
chiefly  to  trolling  at  night,  and  some  knowledge 
of  localities  is  then  required.  But  there  is  a 
charm  about  boat  fishing  on  a  lovely  summer 
night  on  such  a  pearl  of  waters  as  Windermere, 
which  is  not  lessened  by  the  strike  of  a  two  or 
three  pound  trout. 

In  a  good  breeze  on  a  dull  day  the  fly  will 
kill  all  through  the  season,  and  from  the  little 
I  saw  of  it  I  think  the  dry  fly  fisherman  would 
find  work  to  do  even  on  dead  calm  evenings 
when  the  trout  are  searching  the  surface  for 
flies.  I  must  in  conclusion  say  a  word  in 
praise  of  the  excellent  train  and  boat  service  of 
the  Furness  Railway  Company.  On  Windermere, 
for  instance,  the  constant  service  of  small  smart 
steamers  enables  the  angler  to  get  to  any  part  of  the 
lake  both  quickly  and  cheaply.  The  fishing  is 
free,  and  the  five  shilling  Conservancy  licence 
for  the  season  covers  also  the  rivers  Kent,  Bsla, 
Winster,  Leven,  and  Duddon,  except  of  course 
where  those  waters  are  private.  The  charge  for 
boats  is  very  reasonable,  and  in  view  of  the  seventy 
feet  average  depth  and  the  fact  that  sudden  storms 
from  the  mountains  are  not  uncommon,  I  advise 
the  angler  to  get  a  good  steady  boat,  not  easily 
swamped  or  upset.  Accommodation  at  the  hotels 
and  lodging-houses  can  be  had  to  suit  the  require- 
ments of  all.  My  wife  and  son  and  I  found  the 
Beech  Hill  Hotel  very  clean  and  comfortable,  and 
the  charges  most  moderate.  Mrs.  Dickenson,  the 
landlady,  used  to  accommodate  visitors  at  her 
husband's  farmhouse,  and  anglers  who  do  not  want 
all  the  luxuries  of  a  big  place  will  find  the  Beech 
Hill  Hotel  meet  all  their  requirements.  It  wUl  bs 
seen  from  the  photographs  my  son,  E.  W.  M.,  took 
of  views  on  Windermere,  given  on  the  following 
pages,  that  the  hotel  is  most  charmingly  situated, 
and  has  one  of  the  best  views  of  the  lake  aad 
surrounding  mountains.  The  cyclist  will  find  the 
roads  of  the  district  first-rate  ;  in  fact  Wordsworth 
selected  the  Lake  District  to  reside  in  because  the 
roads  were  so  good.  We  had  nob  much  time  to  do 
hill  climbing,  but,  thanks  to  Mr.  James  Thurlow's 
suggestion,  we  went  to  Orrest  Head,  and  if  there  is 
a  finer  panorama  of  lake  and  mountain  scenery  in 
Great  Britain  than  is  to  be  viewed  from  that  point 
I  have  not  yet  seen  it. 

I  was  glad  to  hear  that  Bowness  sewage  is  no 
longer  turned  into  the  lake,  and  that  the  efliuent 
from  the  works  is  so  admirable  that  the  sanitary 
authority  will  not  only  drink  a  glass  publicly,  but 
keeps  it  bottled  for  his  friends. 

{For  illustrations  see  next  page.) 
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{See  article  on  preceding  page.) 


A  Teibutaey  of  Windermere.  Wordsworth  Temple,  Windermere. 


July  19,  1902 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


49 


Nettjno  for  Char  on  Windkrmerk. 


Netting  for  Char  on  Windermere. 
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WHEEE  TO  SPEND  A  FOKTNIGHT 
IN  IKELAND. 


The  county  of  Mayo  has  been  described  by  a 
well-known  writer  upon  Irish  fisheries  as  a  "  most 
delightful  country,"  and  having  fished  in  most  of 
the  rivers  and  lakes  with  which  it  abounds,  and 
shot  over  its  almost  boundless  areas  of  bogland — 
locally  termed  "mountains"  —  during  a  period 
extending  over  something  like  twenty  years,  I 
fully  and  unreservedly  endorse  that  description, 
and  to  those  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who 
have  not  visited  this  locality,  who  are  fond  of 
fishing,  shooting,  and  wild  scenery,  and  are  not 
afraid  of  roughing  it  just  a  little  bit,  I  recommend 
them  to  give  county  Mayo  a  trial.  It  has  been 
stated  that  it  is  the  wettest  county  in  Ireland. 
This  may  be  so,  but  if  it  is  frequently  raining,  the 
many  fine  days  are  all  the  more  enjoyable,  and  to 
the  angler  on  busiaess  bent  the  rain  is  not 
altogether  a  matter  of  regret,  especially  in  a 
mountainous  country  where  the  streams  rapidly 
regain  a  too  low  water  level  for  good  sport ;  to  the 
tourist  it  is  of  course  a  deterrent,  and  as  a  con- 
sequence this  particular  district  is  rather  avoided. 
Nevertheless,  the  scenery  in  many  parts  of  the 
county  is  lovely  in  the  extreme. 

It  is  my  intention  in  this  article  to  endeavour  to 
give  some  description  of  one  or  two  places  where 
I  have  had  good  sport,  found  comfortable  and 
economical  quarters,  and  generally  spent  a  pleasant 
time — in  the  hope  that  some  brother  angler  may 
be  fortunate  enough  to  meet  with  the  same 
experience. 

I  have  pointed  out  in  previous  pa^^ers  on  Irish 
fishing — and  it  has  been  emphasised  over  and  over 
again  by  the  Editor  of  this  journal  -that  it 
behoves  every  angler  visiting  Ireland,  or  for  the 
matter  of  that  anywhere  else,  for  the  first  time,  to 
make  direct  inquiries  from  the  landlord  of  the 
hotel  at  which  he  proposes  to  stay,  or  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  fishing,  if  it  is  a  proprietary 
fishery,  as  to  the  conditions  prevailing  at  the  tune 
of  his  intended  visit ;  ascertain  the  condition  of 
the  water,  the  prospect  of  sport,  the  terms  upon 
which  the  fishing  can  be  had,  and  the  hotel  charges 
inclusive.  This  will  save  possible  trouble,  and  it  is 
only  fair  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  or  any  other 
paper  that  originates  the  idea  of  the  visit.  I 
remember  some  years  ago  writing  an  article  in  this 
journal  describing  the  Eiver  Maigue,  co.  Limerick ; 
it  was  a  faithful  description  of  the  fishing  as  I 
found  it  in  the  early  spring.  The  sport  was  excellent, 
the  river  in  splendid  trim,  and  my  creel  on  each  of 
the  three  days  I  fished  was  a  heavy  one  (four  or 
six  brace  of  trout  averaging  l.^lb.  each),  besides 
hooking  and  losing  two  or  three  salmon.  It 
unfortunately  happened  that  some  gentlemen  in 
the  north  of  England  read  my  description  and 
paid  a  visit  to  this  river  in  June  or  July,  with  the 
result  that  they  found  it  overgrown  with  vegeta- 
tion and  fly  fishing  practically  impossible.  I 
believe  they  threatened  an  action  against  the 
Fishing  Gazette  for  incorre3tly  describing  the 
fishing,  and  thereby  causing  them  loss.  I  forget 
how  the  matter  ended,  but  had  they  taken  the 
simple  precaution  of  writing  to  the  landlord  of  the 
hotel  at  which  they  eventually  stayed  they  would 
have  been  informed  of  the  condition  of  the  river 
and  probably  would  not  have  gone.  Therefore,  I 
repeat  that  it  is  wise  to  obtain  all  possible 
particulars  of  the  conditions  existent  at  the  moment 
before  starting. 

If  I  were  asked  which  is  the  best  fishing  centre 
in  CO.  Mayo  I  think  I  should  answer  Ballina.  No 
doubt  most  anglers,  Irish  anglers  at  any  rate, 
know  it  well,  but  there  are  many  who  do  not,  and 
it  is  for  their  information  this  article  is  written. 

Ballina  is  a  considerable  market  town,  situated 
at  the  southern  end  of  Killala  Bay,  and  the  angler 
making  his  headquarters  there  has  good  fishing 
within  easy  reach  in  every  direction.  Through 
the  town  itself  runs  the  Eiver  Moy,  perhaps 
the  best  salmon  river  in  the  whole  of  Ireland,  and 
from  March  onward  to  the  end  of  the  season  good 
sport  with  salmon  or  sea-trout  is  always  to  be 
had. 

There  are  several  good  hotels  in  the  town,  two 
of  which — -the  Moy  and  the  Imperial — reserve  a 
very  fine  stretch  of  the  river  for  the  exclusive  use 
of  their  guests,  and  all  fish  taken  in  these  waters 
belong  to  the  angler.  Personally  I  make  the  Moy 
my  headquarters  when  in  Ballina  and  I  have  never 
been  more  comfortable  away  from  home,  than 


when  in  the  care  of  Mrs.  Murtagh,  the  kindly  and 
considerate  hostess.  The  terms  are  extremely 
moderate — something  like  50s.  a  week,  and  the 
cost  of  boat  and  man  does  not  exceed  the  modest 
charges  of  the  modern  Thames  puntsmen.  The 
fisherman  I  engage  is  J.  Devers,  and  if  fish  are  to 
be  had  it  is  not  his  fault  if  the  day  turns  out  a 
blank.  It  is  best  not  to  trouble  about  flies,  but  to 
buy  them  of  the  fishermen  ;  they  cost  no  more  than 
in  London,  they  are  beautifully  tied,  and  they  are 
correct. 

The  name  of  Hearnes  as  a  fisherman  and  fly-tier 
is  so  well  known  and  so  intimately  associated  with 
Ballina  that  I  need  only  say  that  the  present 
generation  is  worthily  maintaining  the  reputation 
of  their  celebrated  forefather,  Pat  Hearnes,  perhaps 
the  best  fisherman  Ireland  has  ever  known. 

The  salmon  fishing  in  the  Moy,  v/ith  the  excep- 
tion, of  the  hotel  reserves,  is  in  the  hands  of  a 
connnercial  syndicate,  who  readily  give  permission 
to  visitors  to  fish  on  condition  that  all  fish  (salmon) 
caught  have  to  be  given  up  at  the  end  of  the  day 
or  paid  for  at  the  current  wholesale  price.  This  is 
not  a  very  serious  restriction  to  English  anglers, 
for  it  is  somewhat  risky  to  attempt  to  send  fish 
home,  especially  in  the  months  of  July  and  August, 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  no  moment  to  those  who 
adopt  the  Gresham  motto  and  fish  for  sj^ort,  and 
not  for  the  bag.  Moreover,  a  fish  is  sometimes 
presented  to  the  visitor  when  he  leaves  or  is  sent  on 
for  him.  This  condition  does  not  apply  to  sea  or 
brown  trout,  and  very  good  sport  is  to  be  had  with 
both  these  fish. 

The  river  Bunree — a  little  gem  when  in  trim — 
joins  the  Moy  here  and  is  a  first-class  salmon, 
grilse,  and  trout  stream,  particularly  in  the  early 
months  ;  later  in  the  year — after  about  April — it  is 
generally  too  low  for  sport,  except  for  brown  trout. 

It  may  be  well  to  mention  that  a  salmon  fly 
must  not  be  used  upon  this  or  any  other  river  in 
the  county  without  a  £1  licence,  which  can  be 
obtained  of  the  local  magistrate  or  at  the  principal 
post  ofiices,  and  is  valid  throughout  Ireland.  It  is 
also  well  to  remember  that  if  a  salmon  is  caught, 
either  on  lough  or  river,  accidentally  or  otherwise,  it 
must  be  returned  if  the  captor  does  not  hold  a 
licence  ;  altogether  Ballina  is  a  desirable  place  to 
stay  at  for  the  salmon  and  sea-trout  angler,  and  it 
is  very  hard  to  beat. 

But  it  is  the  Great  Lakes  *  a  few  miles  a\vay 
that  I  particularly  wish  to  bring  before  the  notice 
of  possible  visitors.  They  jjossess  for  me  a  charm 
and  fascination  far  greater  than  even  the  lovely 
Moy.  The  immensity  of  their  waters,  their  rugged 
and  mountainous  surroundmgs,  the  nmnerous  bays 
and  islands,  the  impressive  solitude,  combined  with 
the  reminiscences  of  many  a  fight  with  big  fish,  in 
which  I  have  not  always  come  off  the  victor,  have 
fixed  a  picture  in  my  mind  that  it  is  quite  im230S- 
sible  to  remove  or  forget,  and  many  anglers,  no 
doubt,  have  similar  pleasant  memories. 

There  are  several  loughs  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bom-hood  of  Ballina,  all  of  which  can  be  easily 
reached  from  there ;  but  it  is  much  better  and  far 
more  convenient  to  stay  at  one  of  the  numerous 
hotels  to  be  found  close  to  the  fishing. 

The  largest  and  the  best  is  Lough  Conn,  a  fine 
piece  of  water  covering  something  like  13,000  acres, 
is  eight  miles  in  length,  and  varies  in  width  from 
half-a-mile  to  nearly  five  miles,  so  that  there  is 
plenty  of  room  for  everyone  to  fish  without  being 
in  any  way  crowded.  Its  depth  varies  considerably 
— in  some  parts  of  it  the  lead  will  record  as  much  as 
300  feet,  but  it  is  not  here  the  fish  are  to  be  found 
as  a  rule  ;  round  about  the  islands  and  close  to  the 
shore,  at  the  inlet  mouths  of  the  bays,  and  under  the 
overhanging  rocks,  where  a  depth  of  about  six  feet  is 
the  average,  the  best  sport  is  undoubtedly  obtained. 
The  usual  method  adopted  by  trout  fishermen  is 
termed  "  drifting"— that  is  to  say,  the  boat  is  care- 
fally  tacked  and  drifted  almost  broadside  to  the 
wind  and  the  angler  makes  his  cast  in  front,  and  a 
very  pleasant  and  easy  way  of  catching  trout  it  is. 
Three,  and  sometimes  four,  flies  are  used  on  the 
cast,  and  it  is  no  unusual  thing  to  have  two  trout 
on  at  once.  The  flies  need  not  be  too  small ;  it 
they  are  dressed  to  the  size  usually  used  for  small 
May  Flies  they  will  be  right.  The  cast  must  be 
strong,  for  it  is  more  than  probable  that  a  grilse  or 
salmon  will  take  the  fly. 

The  flies  I  have  found  most  killing  are  Orange 
and  Grouse,  Claret  and  Mallard,  and  Fiery  Brown 
with  partridge  wing-".    These  the  angler  should 

*  In  Ireland  the  larger  lakes  are  termed  "loughs." 


have  with  him ;  other  patterns  can  be  had  at  the 
hotel  he  is  staying  at.  I  thihk  the  most  practical 
cast  is  two  yards  with  three  flies. 

Trout  up  to  31b.  are  taken  with  the  fly,  bat  the 
larger  fish  are  generally  taken  spinning,  and  the 
most  deadly  lure  is  a  two-inch  gold  Devon 
minnow.  With  this  bait  one  never  knows  what  he 
may  get  hold  of — gillaroo,  trout,  perch,  salmon, 
grilse,  and  the  big  pike  seem  to  have  a  great  fancy 
for  the  little  streak  of  gold,  and  on  no  account  should 
the  Devon  minnow  be  missing  from  the  Lough 
Conn  outfit.  A  strong  gut  trace  of  three  feet  with 
two  swivels  should  be  used,  and  a  "Geen"  or 
Fishing  Gazette  lead  attached  to  the  main  line  will 
prevent  the  annoying  twist  if  an  undressed  line  is 
used.  Personally,  I  prefer  an  undressed  line,  but 
if  a  dressed  line  is  used  then  none  better  can  be 
found  than  the  "  Olinea,"  as  used  by  the  salmon 
anglers  on  Loch  Tay.  It  can  be  obtained  of  Messrs. 
Peek  &  Son,  Gray's  Inn-road,  and  no  doubt  of 
other  fishing  tackle  dealers. 

For  the  big  pike — and  they  are  big — strong  tackle 
is  a  sine  qua  nan.  I  have  caught  a  fairly  good 
number,  and  the  tackle  I  invariably  use  is  as 
follows  : — A  whole-cane  rod  of  11  feet  (Gillett's  for 
choice)  with  big  rings ;  the  top  ring — that  is,  the 
ring  at  the  end  of  the  rod  —should  not  be  stnaller 
than  will  allow  a  threepenny  piece  to  pass  through 
it,  a  4-inch  Nottingham  or  Silex  reel,  200  yards  of 
Theaker's  No.  3  plaited  silk  line,  a  one-yard  trace 
with  two  swivels,  and  a  3i-inch  spoon  bait  (red 
inside  and  silver  on  the  convex)  attached  to  the 
trace  by  a  No.  1  link  swivel  (Bartleet  k  Son's 
B  5III),  and  a  Fishing  Gazette  lead  of  a  weight 
that  will  sink  the  spoon  about  three  feet,  with  fifty 
yards  of  line  out ;  no  other  tackle  is  necessary.  A 
natural  bait,  either  trout  or  dace,  may  be  used 
if  preferred,  but  it  is  two  to  one  on  the  spoon 
on  Lough  Conn,  and  for  all  Irish  lakes  it  will  be 
found  the  most  reliable  bait  where  pike  is  the 
quarry. 

To  attempt  to  specify  the  best  portions  of  the 
lough  would  be  too  big  a  task  even  if  I  were  able  to 
do  so.  Every  bit  of  it  is  good,  and  no  matter  at 
what  hotel  the  angler  is  staying  at,  even  if  quite  a 
stranger,  he  may  rely  upon  his  boatman  absolutely 
to  take  him  to  the  best  fishing  ground.  There  is 
no  doubt  about  it,  the  Irish  boatmen  without 
exception  are  splendid  fellows,  as  keen  upon  sport 
as  it  is  possible  for  a  sportsman  to  be,  and  no  one 
is  so  happy  as  the  boatman  if  the  day  is  a  good  one. 
These  men  are  paid  a  weekly  wage  by  the  hotel 
proprietors,  and  the  angler  is  not  called  upon  to 
pay  them  anything  himself  except  that  he  has  to 
provide  them  with  lunch  and  a  pint  of  stout  each. 
I  speak  of  boatmen  because  two  men  are  always 
sent  with  every  boat.  I  need  not  explain  why,  but 
the  angler  will  thoroughly  understand  it  before  he 
has  been  a  week  on  the  loughs.  The  wage  paid  to 
these  men  is  not  extravagant,  they  work  very  hard, 
and  well — the  angler  as  a  rule  is  generous,  and 
whatever  gift  is  made  to  the  men  is  appreciated. 

The  principal  hotel  on  the  shores  of  Lough  Conn 
is  Errew  House,  known  also  as  Knox's  Folly  and 
the  Lough  Conn  Hotel.  It  is  situated  on  the  Cross- 
molina  shore,  and  its  position  is  such  that  it  can 
be  seen  from  nearly  every  part  of  the  lake.  It  is 
one  of  the  largest  and  best  appointed  hotels,  if  not 
quite  the  largest,  of  any  fishing  hotel  in  Ireland, 
and  for  gentlemen  who  take  their  families  and 
servants  with  them  it  is  no  doubt  the  place  to  go  to. 
Every  convenience  will  be  found,  and  within  fifty 
yards  of  the  breakfast  table  one  can  cast  a  fly  for 
salmon.  Surely  nothing  more  can  be  desired. 
The  tariff  is  most  moderate,  quoting  from  a  letter 
before  me,  written  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  the  pro- 
prietor :  "  My  terms  are  £2  10  3.  per  week  for  all 
catering  and  attendance ;  boatmen  7s.  6d.  per 
day."  The  whole  of  the  upper  end  of  the  lough 
can  be  conveniently  fished  from  here. 

Within  a  couple  of  miles  is  the  more  modest 
hostelry  of  "  Cloghans,"  built,  o  ^ued,  and 
engineered  by  Tom  Clark.  Everyone  who  visits 
the  lough  knows  Tom,  a  rough-cut  diamond  if  ever 
there  was  one,  but  a  jolly  good  fellow,  who  does 
everything  mortal  man  can  do  to  make  his  guests 
comfortable  and  to  get  them  sport.  The  hotel  is 
not  so  pretentious  as  its  near  neighbour,  but  it  is 
good  enough  for  anijone  to  stay  at.  One  of  its 
greatest  charms  is  the  absolute  freedom  enjoyed— 
there  is  no  form,  no  ceremony.  It  is  a  really 
genuine  "Liberty  Hall,"  with  the  one  exception 
that  there  is  a  very  small  bill  to  be  paid.  If  Tom 
Clark  can  only  see  his  way  to  abolish  this  little  i 
item  his  pretty  home  would  be  perfect  indeed.  If 
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the  horses  he  keeps  are  not  quite  up  to  Derby  form 
they  axe  sufficiently  thoroughbred  to  convey  in  due 
time  visitors  from  Ballina  Station  and  to  take  them 
back,  but  care  should  be  taken  to  start  early  on 
the  return  journey  as  the  mail  waits  for  no  one. 
Of  his  men  and  boats  I  caimot  speak  too  highly  ; 
they  are  of  the  best,  and  the  most  nervous  may 
rest  assured  that  however  rough  the  water  may  be 
that  it  will  be  quite  safe  if  the  men  themselves  go 
out,  for  they  are  too  old  hands,  and  know  the 
vagaries  of  the  lough  too  well,  to  take  any  risk. 
Some  of  the  very  best  salmon  and  trout  casts 
are  quite  close  T;o  the  hotel,  and  it  is  undoubtedly 
the  best  portion  of  the  lough  for  large  pike.  His 
terms  can  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  advertising 
columns  of  this  journal. 

Lough  Cullen  lies  at  the  other  end  of  Lough 
Conn,  and  is  connected  with  it  by  a  small  channel 
at  Pontoon ;  this  small  channel  is  spanned  by  a 
massive  stone  bridge,  and  is  most  picturesque. 
Through  this  bridge  a  very  strong  stream  is  con- 
stantly running,  sometimes  into  and  sometimes 
out  of  Conn.  It  has  been  said  that  both  streams 
are  occasionally  running  at  once  in  opposite 
directions  —  "  Hi  Regan  "  mentions  this  —  but 
although  I  have  passed  through  the  bridge 
scores  of  times  I  have  never  noticed  the 
phenomena.  Passing  out  of  Lough  Conn  into 
Lough  Cullen  one  immediately  comes  upon  the 
very  best  cast  for  salmon  to  be  found  on  either 
lough,  and  where  many  a  big  fish  has  met  its  fate. 
It  is  a  most  lovely  spot,  and  the  greatest  novice 
cannot  fail  to  recognise  that  he  is  in  the  home  of 
the  salmon  the  moment  he  sees  it.  February  and 
March  are  the  best  months  for  this  particular 
cast,  and  it  seldom  yields  a  fish  in  the  later 
months,  but  in  the  middle  of  .June  grilse  pass 
through  it  into  Conn,  and  large  numbers  are 
caught,  mostly  with  the  worm,  but  the  fly  or 
minnow  is  equally  fatal  when  used. 

Lough  Cullen  cannot  be  properly  termed  a  trout 
lough,  although  there  are  a  few  in  it,  and  they  run 
very  large,  but  they  do  not  rise  to  the  fly.  It  is 
as  a  pike  lough,  however,  that  it  is  celebrated,  and 
speaking  advisedly,  I  believe  it  to  be,  for  its 
size,  the  very  best  in  the  country ;  compared 
with  Lough  Conn  it  is  small,  but  onli/  in  com- 
parison, for  when  one  is  fishing  in  the  middle  of 
it,  with  an  expanse  of  water  some  two  miles 
in  extent  between  his  boat  and  the  shore,  it  does 
not  seem  very  small  ;  nor  is  it  easy  to  fish, 
owing  to  its  uneven  depth  and  extremely  rocky 
bottom,  and  many  a  time  during  a  day's  fishing 
will  the  angler  see  just  below  his  boat  an  ugly 
jagged  rock,  which  causes  a  shudder  to  pass 
through  him  when  he  thinks  of  what  might  have 
happened  if  that  rock  had  been  a  bit  nearer  the 
surface.  The  boatmen,  however,  seem  to  know 
every  dangerous  place  in  the  lough,  and  I  have 
never  heard  of  an  accident  occurring. 

The  best  time  to  visit  it  is  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  year,  say  from  the  middle  of  August  onwards, 
September  and  October  being  the  best  months  ; 
after  this  weather  and  water  are  uncertain,  but 
both  being  favourable,  grand  sport  is  had  right 
through  the  winter. 

The  best  place  to  stay  at  to  fish  this  lough  and  the 
lower  end  of  Conn  is  the  Anglers'  Hotel,  Pontoon, 
situated  on  the  northern  shore  of  Cullen,  about 
three  miles  from  Foxford,  a  station  on  the  Midland 
Great  Western  Eailway  on  the  main  line  from 
Dublin,  and  included  in  the  Connemara  Circular 
Tour  Ticket.  The  hotel  itself  stands  in  a 
charming  recess,  sheltered  on  three  sides  by 
very  fine  forest  and  moimtain  scenery  with  the 
open  lough  in  front,  and  as  an  angling  retreat, 
far  away  from  the  busy  world  it  can  scarcely 
be  beaten.  The  host  and  hostess,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Patrick  Healy,  make  no  pretension  to  elaborate 
display,  but  the  comfort  of  their  visitors  is  their 
sole  aim,  and  that  they  are  successful  in  this 
direction  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  year  after  year 
one  meets  the  same  old  friends  there ;  new  faces 
are  seen,  but  rarely  are  the  old  faces  missing. 
I  think  no  greater  recommendation  than  this 
can  possibly  be  forthcoming,  and  I  hope  it  may  be 
my  good  fortune  for  many  years  to  come  to  enjoy 
their  kindly  hospitality.  The  catering  is  plain 
and  good,  the  whole  place  is  clean  to  a  degree,  and 
the  charges  are  never  by  any  chance  questioned. 

I  have  already  spoken  of  the  Irish  boatmen  in 
terms  of  praise,  but  the  men  employed  by  Mr. 
Healy,  if  possible,  go  one  better  than  any  I  liave 
met  elsewhere.  They  have  the  advantage  of  having 
had  some  of  the  best  salmon  and  pike  anglers  in 


their  boats,  and  have  been  educiitcd  in  boat  fishing 
up  to  a  high  standard.  It  is  a  coimnon  practice 
on  many  of  the  loughs  for  the  less  experii^nccd 
fishermen  to  pull  as  hard  as  they  possibly  can 
away  from  a  fish  directly  it  is  struck,  their  idea 
apparently  being  that  tliey  can  drown  it  by  simply 
dragging  it  throuf<h  the  water,  and  in  very  many 
cases  broken  tackle  and  the  loss  of  fish  is  the 
result.  Healy's  men  adopt  another  method,  and,  I 
think,  the  correct  one.  The  instant  a  fish  is  struck, 
and  they  see  it  as  quickly  as  the  angler,  sometimes 
before,  a  sharp  stroke  of  the  oar  is  given,  and 
tlie  boat  is  brought  to  a  standstill  to  wait  for 
instructions,  either  to  back  or  pull  as  may  be 
desired,  until  the  gaff  is  required.  One  of  the  best 
boatmen  I  have  ever  fished  with  is  John  Macnamara, 
whose  "  picture,"  as  he  naively  puts  it,  appears  on 
this  page.  He  has  h&d  twenty-three  years'  ex- 
perience of  Cullen  and  Conn,  and  knows  both  loughs 
thoroughly.  His  memory  takes  him  back  to  the  old 
days  of  crosslining  and  "otters,"  now  happily 
abolished  on  both  loughs,  and  he  has  often  taken 
by  these  methods  from  sixty  to  eighty  trout  a  day, 
varying  in  weight  from  lib.  to  71b.  each,  and  he 
was  only  one  of  the  many  who  followed  this 
method  of  fishing,  not  for  sport,  but  for  a  liveli- 
hood. No  wonder  the  lough,  vast  as  it  is,  began 
to  show  signs  of  decrease  both  in  the  size  and 
number  of  its  fish.  Fortimately,  the  Lough  Conn 
Preservation  Association  came  into  existence,  and 
under  its  earnest  efforts  botli  Conn  and  Cullen  are 


From  a  pliota  bi/J  [Mrs.  Wynne. 

John  Macnamaba. 


rapidly  improving,  and  will  soon  be  as  good  as  ever 
they  were.  Macnamara  is  one  of  their  bailiffs,  and 
a  more  zealous  servant  they  could  not  have. 

It  is  interesting  to  know  that  notwithstanding 
the  fairy  tales  of  enormous  pike  having  been  killed 
in  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen,  that  during  the  whole 
of  his  twenty-three  years'  experience  the  largest  pike 
killed  weighed  441b.,  and  that  was  shot;  the  next 
largest  weighed  361b.,  killed  by  the  blade  of  an  oar  ; 
and  the  largest  he  has  ever  seen  killed  by  rod  and 
line  is  271b.  (I  have  killed  a  i^ike  of  321b.  in  Lough 
Conn,  but  Macnamara  was  not  my  boatman  on 
that  occasion.)  I  caution  the  angler  who  has  the 
good  fortune  to  secure  him  as  a  boatman  that  he 
must  make  up  his  mind  that  he  will  have  to  fish, 
and  should  he  be  disposed  to  take  a  rather  long 
luncheon  interval,  he  will  assuredly  be  reminded 
that  "  Your  honour's  baits  are  getting  dry, 
surely  I "  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that 
there  are  very  much  larger  pike  than  those  men- 
tioned, both  in  Conn  and  Cullen,  but  a  20-pounder 
will  give  about  as  lively  a  quarter  of  an  hour  as 
the  most  ardent  angler  can  desire,  and  plenty  of 
these  are  to  be  met  with. 

There  are  several  other  pike  lakes  within  easy 
reach  of  the  hotel,  and  they  all  contain  big  fisli — 
how  big  no  one  knows,  for  they  are  very  seldom 
fished.    The  fanners  on  the  shores  will  tell  you 
I  "  that  the  divil  of  a  d)ick  can  they  rear,"  and  they 


hope  your  honour  will  catch  the  beasts.  The  three 
best  lakes  are  Ijavally,  Ijavallanrea,  and  Derrahick 
([  am  not  quite  sure  of  the  correct  orthograpliy  of 
the  two  latter  names,  but  I  have  sp(-lled  them 
phonetically).  There  is  no  boat  on  either  of  them, 
but  if  the  angler  wishes  to  give  them  a  trial,  and 
each  one  i-i  very  much  wortli  it,  Mr.  Healy 
will  arrange  to  have  a  boat  sent  over,  the  angler, 
of  course,  to  bear  the  cost  of  transit.  The  sport 
on  Conn  and  Cullen  is  usually  so  good  that  very  few 
indeed  go  totliis  trouble,  hence  they  are  jtractically 
unfished.  The  same  baits  that  are  used  on  Lough 
(^onn  are  equally  good  on  these  smaller  lakes,  but 
the  fish  are  not  so  bright  and  8ha))e]y,  nor  do  they 
fight  so  well. 

The  shooting  to  be  had  by  visitors  staying  at 
the  hotel  is  quite  first  rate,  and  in  September  and 
October,  snipe,  mallard,  widgeon,  teal,  golden  and 
green  plover,  curlew,  golden  eyes,  and  ring  plover 
are  very  plentiful.  The  average  day's  bag  should 
include  most  of  these,  and  probably  a  hare  or  two 
as  well.  The  walking  is  rough,  and  knee  boots 
are  a  necessity. 

Great  care  must  be  taken  in  passing  over  some 
of  the  bogland,  for  there  is  always  the  possibility  of 
suddenly  dropping  through  the  surface  into  an 
unknown  depth  of  mud.  ilany  of  these  treacherous 
holes  are  very  small,  perhaps  not  more  than  a  foot 
square,  and  to  the  inexperienced  eye  quite  undis- 
cernible,  but  to  the  initiated  they  cannot  be 
mistaken.  It  is  a  good  plan  to  let  your  gillie  walk 
in  front  (it  he  is  a  heavy  man  so  much  the  better) 
and  follow  in  his  footsteps  closely.  Should  he  by 
any  chance  go  through,  well,  there  is  the  chance 
of  distinguishing  oneself  promptly  offered,  and  it 
would  considerably  add  to  the  day's  enjoyment, 
hnt  not  perhaps  to  the  gillie's.  There  is,  however, 
very  little  chance  of  an  accident  happening,  and 
the  small  risk  is  well  worth  taking,  for  the  sport  is 
really  very,  very  good.  The  shooting  is  quite  free, 
and  when  the  loughs  are  too  rough  to  fish  it  is  a 
very  pleasant  way  of  preventing  a  day  being  wasted. 

Some  correspondence  has  been  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  on  the  subject  of  the  cost  of  a 
fishing  trip  to  Ireland.  In  this  connection,  I 
would  like  to  say  that  my  experience  is  that  a 
fortnight's  holiday  can  be  spent  in  the  West  of 
Ireland  very  comfortably  indeed  at  a  cost  of  25s.  a 
day  inclusive — that  is  to  say,  that  it  covers  every 
expense,  railway  fare  from  Euston,  saloon  on  boat, 
hotel  charges,  fees  to  boatmen — and  the  very  many 
small  outlays  one  does  not  reckon — until  home 
again  is  reached.  This  estimate  is  a  liberal  one, 
and  may  be  considerably  reduced,  or,  of  comrse, 
increased  ad  lib. 

The  Connemara  tourist  ticket  referred  to  can  be 
obtained  at  the  offices  of  the  Irish  Railways,  Char- 
ing Cross,  London,  and,  if  it  is  desired,  a  seat  can 
be  engaged  in  the  train  from  Euston  to  Holyhead, 
if  the  request  is  made  at  the  time  the  ticket  is  taken. 

The  circular  tour  ticket  is  available  at  Ballina, 
Foxford,  Sligo,  and  Westport,  and  by  taking  it 
beforehand  one  saves  the  crush  at  the  booking- 
office  at  Euston. 

I  had  forgotten  to  mention  that  the  tackle 
mentioned  in  this  article  is  to  be  obtained  at  the 
Anglers'  Hotel,  Pontoon,  and  at  London  prices. 

J.  T.  E. 


THE  LATE  MR.  WILLIAM  BLACK 
AS  A  SALMON  ANGLER. 


In  his  recently  published  and  most  interesting 
"  Life  of  William  Black,"  Sir  Wemyss  Reid  has  a 
chapter  on  "  Black  as  a  Salmon-Fisher,"  from  which 
we  take  the  following  extract  : — 

"  In  the  autumn  of  1883  Black  went  to  Altnaharra, 
in  Sutherlandshire,  to  fish.  This  wild  and  lonely 
spot  was  for  many  years  a  favourite  resort  of  his, 
and  he  used  it  both  in  '  White  Heather '  and 
'  Donald  Ross  of  Heimra.'  He  was  an  expert 
fisherman,  and  quite  as  enthusiastic  in  landing  a 
salmon  as  in  stalking  a  deer.  He  threw  a  most 
delicate  fly,  using  a  particularly-  long  line,  and  those 
who  have  fished  with  him  declare  that  they  have 
known  few  anglers  more  skilful.  It  was  in  1872, 
when  he  visited  the  Island  of  Lewis  for  the  purpose 
of  studying  the  scenery  for  '  A  Princess  of  Thule.' 
that  he  caught  his  first  salmon  in  Loch  Roag. 
After  that  he  fished  almost  every  year,  and  with 
almost  uniform  success.  He  tried  Ireland  on  more 
than  one  occasion,  and  was  a  successful  fisher  in 
the   Shannon.     For   ses'eral   seasons   he  made 
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Alfcnaharra  his  headquarters  for  fishing,  sharing  Loch 
Naver  with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Morten.  Then 
he  went  to  the  Oykel,  and  fished  there  for  more 
than  a  dozen  ;years.  In  addition  to  these,  he  had 
odd  seasons  on  the  Ness,  the  Spean,  and  Loch  Awe. 
How  many  salmon  he  caught  in  his  life  it  would  be 
difficult  to  compute,  but  Mrs.  Blade  declares  tliat 
the  number  is  to  be  counted  by  the  hundred.  More 
than  once  on  Loch  Naver  he  landed  his  three  good 
fi>h  in  a  day,  and  on  one  memorable  occasion  his 
bag  confibted  of  five  salmon.  The  sport,  when  he 
was  engagid  in  it,  ceemed  to  absorb  every  faculty 
of  his  nature,  and  it  may  be  questioned  if  a  more 
enthusiastic  angler  ever  lived.  To  the  last  he  de- 
clared that  the  triumphant  joy  of  playing  and  land- 
ing your  fish  never  grew  stale  in  the  heart  of  the 
true  fisherman.  He  was  one  of  those  anglers  who 
can  delight  in  their  favourite  sport  even  when  they 
are  far  from  loch  or  river.  I  have  seen  him  stand- 
ing at  the  head  of  the  drawing-room  staircase  in 
Paston  House  practising  with  a  great  rod  over  the 
hall  beneath  him,  and  whenever  opportunity  served 
he  had  his  rods  put  together  and  his  lines  unreeled. 
He  taught  bis  children  to  throw  a  long  and  fine 
line,  and  nothing  delighted  him  more  than  the  skill 
which  they  attained  in  the  sport.  Fishing,  in  short, 
was  nothing  less  than  a  passion  with  Black.  It 
figures  largely,  as  all  his  readers  know,  in  his 
liooks,  but  it  played  a  still  greater  part  in  his  real 
life.  It  formed  a  bond  of  union  between  himself 
and  friends  with  whom  he  had  little  else  in  common, 
whilst  it  strengthened  the  ties  which  united  him 
t  1  men  of  letters  suah  as  Mr.  Lang,  who  was  once 
bis  guest  during  the  spring  season  on  the  Oykel, 
and  who  bears  testimony  to  his  extraordinary 
keenness  in  the  sport. 

"  Critics  have  at  times  complained  of  the  extent 
to  which  fishing  and  shooting,  yachting  and  deer- 
stalking occupy  his  novels.  .  .  .  The  element  of 
sport  figures  so  largely  in  his  writings  simply 
because  he  could  not  help  it.  He  loved  his 
rod,  his  gun,  or  the  tiller  of  a  sailing-boat, 
and  he  had  a  strong  conviction  that  all  healthy 
and  manly  men  ought  to  share  his  love  for  such 
things.  He  did  not  sit  down  of  set  purpose  to  write 
a  sporting  novel.  In  the  very  nature  of  things  it 
would  have  been  hateful  to  him  to  do  so  ;  nor  did 
he  ever  in  any  story  forget  his  main  theme — the 
fortunes  of  his  hero  and  heroine.  But  when  the 
opportunity  occurred,  he  delighted  to  take  the 
characters  of  his  fictions  through  the  sports  which 
afforded  him  so  much  joy,  and  into  one  narrative 
or  another  he  interwove  his  own  happy  adventures 
on  loch,  on  river,  or  moor.  .  ,  . 

"  I  am  permitted  to  quote  from  an  article  in  Tlie 
Cminfry  a  description  by  his  friend  Mr.  Robert 
Marston  of  Black  as  a  fly-fisher  : — 

"  '  "  Marston,  when  you  have  fished  this  pool  I 
want  you  to  go  on  up  the  river  with  Colin,  up  to 
the  Badsteps,  and  then  fish  down,  and  Morten  and 
I  will  meet  you  at  the  Burn  for  lunch." 

"  '  Alas  t  that  the  two  friends  standing  on  the 
bank,  looking  the  picture  of  health  and  strength, 
were  to  see  but  few  more  springs  drive  winter  out 
of  the  charming  valley  of  the  Oykel  in  tlieir 
beloved  Highlands. 

"  '  Tlie  speaker  was  my  late  friend  William  Black, 
by  whose  and  our  mutual  friend  Morten's  invita- 
tion I  was  a  guest  at  Langwell  Lodge  one  spring  a 
few  years  ago.  Millions  have  read  Black's  novels, 
strong,  sweet,  fresh  as  the  mountain  air,  but  to 
have  fished  with  him  and  day  after  day  to  have 
lived  in  his  delightful  company  was  indeed  a  rare 
pleasure.  Spring  salmon  fishing  in  the  far  north 
of  Scotland  is  dependent  on  the  weather.  Any  one 
who  has  enjoyed  it  knows  what  this  means.  After 
a  day  or  two  of  almost  summer  weather  you  may 
wake  up  to  find  Nature  has  whitewashed  every- 
thing, and  tiiat  a  howling  snowstorm  makes  the 
sweet-smelling  peat  fire  more  attractive  than  the 
side  of  the  dark  salmon  pool  lashed  into  foam  by 
the  freezing  eastern  gale.  Then  we  three  fishermen 
toasted  our  toes  at  the  pleasant  blaze,  listening  to 
the  "  howling  of  the  wolves,"  as  Black  termed  it, 
and  told  tales  of  sport  with  rod  and  gun.  My  part 
was  chicfiy  to  listen,  for  my  friends  had  fished  and 
shot  and  li\  ed  together  for  many  a  long  year,  and 
had  an  iDoxhaustil)le  mine  of  memories  to  draw 
upon,  not  of  sport  only,  but  on  every  subject  of  any 
human  interest.  I  have  heard  it  said  that  William 
Black  was  only  a  pen  sportsman,  that  the  un- 
equalled descriptions  of  deer-stalking  and  salmon- 
fishing  'to  be  found  in  his  delightful  stories  were 
the  work  of  his  imagination  only,  but  I  can  assert 
absolutely^that  this  is  not  the  I  case.    His  descrip- 


tions are  from  actual  personal  experience,  as  any 
sportsman  who  reads  them  must  at  once  see. 

"  '  I  have  seen  him  wading  waist-deep  in  the  ice- 
cold  river,  sending  his  salmon-fly  out  gracefully 


object  of  the  book  being  "  to  detail  in  a  plain  and 
practical  way  the  facilities  which  exist  for  tourists 
wishing  to  spend  their  summer  holidays  in  Finland." 
The  peculiar  beauty  of  Finland  is  the  vast  area  of 


KoivDKOSKi  Falls,  neab  Kajaka,  Finland. 


over  the  long  Langwell  Pool,  covering  every  yard 
of  the  cast,  seen  his  light  Castleconnell  bending  as 
he  struck  a  lively  fish,  watched  him  as  the  fish  tore 
the  line  off  the  reel,  seen  his  face  flush  with  quiet 
excitement  as  the  fish  dived  into  the  air  or  made 
for  some  dangerous  place.  And  when  the  battle 
was  over,  and  the  clean  run  silvery  salmon  was 
lying  at  our  feet  on  the  bank.  Black  would  say, 
"  That  twenty  minutes  was  worth  a  month  in 
London."  '  " 


"FINLAND,  THE  LAND  OP  A 
THOUSAND  LAKES." 


Anglers  who  are  contemplating  visiting  new 
fishing  grounds  should  make  a  note  of  a  little  book 
entitled  "  Finland,  the  land  of  a  Thousand  Lakes," 
published  at  6d.  by  Messrs.  M.  Harland  &  Son, 


pine  and  fir- covered  land,  and  the  abundance  ol 
lakes,  rivers,  and  streams,  which  make  it  an  angler'i 
paradise  and  one  which  as  compared  with  Scandi- 
navia is  comparatively  unknown. 

In  this  little  guide  will  be  found  particulars  oi 
interesting  tours  through  the  country  both  by  rail 
road,  and  water,  and  a  glance  at  the  map  showi 
that  the  enormous  extent  of  waterways  permit  th< 
traveller  to  go  hundreds  of  miles  inland  by  steamer; 
and  thousands  by  boat  or  canoe,  for  Finland  ii 
larger  than  the  combined  area  of  England 
Scotland,  and  Ireland. 

In  "  Through  Finland  in  Carts "  Mrs.  Ale< 
Tweedie  says : — 

"  '  One  can  travel  all  over  Finland  in  steamers 
and  very  comfortable  steamers  they  are  too,  wit! 
nice  little  cabins  and  good  restaurants.  Providec 
with  one's  own  deck-chair,  many  pleasant  days 
can  be  passed  on  the  calm  waters  round  the  coast 


Leppiniemi,  in  the  Holy  Rapids,  on  River  Ulea,  Finland. 


Manor-street,  Hull.  It  contains;  a  |map  of  the 
route  from  England,  map  of  Finland,  illustrations 
of  scenery,  etc.,  of  which  we  give  one  or  two 
specimens,  and   much   useful   information,  the 


or  the  yet  calmer  lakes  and  canals  inland,  where 
one  marvels  at  the  engineering  skill  and  the  won- 
derful steering  powers  of  English-speaking  captaiua 
of  Finnish  birth. 
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"  '  Finland  is  still  rising  out  of  the  sea  !  Roads 
that  were  marked  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago 
at  the  water's  edge,  now  show  that  the  sea  has 
receded  four  or  five  feet.  This  is  particularly 
noticeable  in  the  north — where  large  ships  once 
sailed,  a  rowing  boat  hardly  finds  waterway.  Sea- 


fish.  Some  call  it  the  heaven  of  anglers,  and 
permission  to  fish  can  easily  be  obtained  and  is 
absurdly  inexpensive.' 

"  The  following  notes  have  been  sent  to  us  by  a 
gentleman  well  acquainted  with  the  district  of 
Kajana,  and  whose  many  years'  experience  as  a 


Mr.  Reijfors,  of  Kijika,  Fistlit^d,  Playing  a  Fish  (Trout  ?)  at  the  Koivukoski  Falls,  near  Kajana. 


ports  have  had  to  be  moved.  Slowly  and  gradually 
Finland  is  emerging  from  the  waters,  just  as  slowly 
and  gradually  the  people  are  making  their  voice 
heard  among  other  nations.' 

"  Shooting  being  prohibited  during  most  of  the 
tourist  season,  a  lover  of  '  the  gentle  art '  will  ;find 
ample  opportunity  for  wandering  over  rock  'and 
fell  in  search  of  trout  or  salmon,  which  are  both  to 
be  found  in  some  of  the  numerous  rapids." 

Among  other  useful  information  is  a  chapter 
giving  "  some  hints  about  fishing  and  shooting  in 
the  Kajana  district  "  : — 

"  Travellers  interested  in  fishing  and  shooting 
will  find  time  spent  in  the  new  '  Tourist  Hotel,' 
Kajana,  extremely  pleasant.  A  vast  area  of  water 
and  very  extensive  grounds  have  been  taken  on 
lease  by  the  owners  of  the  hotel  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  facilities  to  sportsmen  wishing  to  visit  this 
part  of  Finland  for  the  purpose  of  fishing  and 


distinguished  sportsman  gives  great  importance  to 
his  stateinents  : — 

"  '  The  Kajana  river  abounds  in  grayling  and  trout, 
perch  and  pike  are  also  found  there.  The  largest 
trout  caught  here  by  rod  weighed  131b.  (English)  ; 
the  largest  grayling  4^ lb.  The  usual  weight  of 
grayling  and  trout  is  lib.  to  81b.,  but  there  are 
frequent  instances  of  trout  from  .Olb.  to  61b. 

"  '  The  season  for  angling  grayling  and  trout 
usually  begins  June  20  to  26,  when  the  spring 
floods  commence  to  fall. 

"  '  Angling  in  Kajana  has  the  advantage  that  it 
can  be  carried  on  to  a  great  extent  from  land, 
though  sometimes  wading  would  be  useful.  For 
instance,  once,  when  the  river  seemed  almost  full 
of  fish,  and  when  there  was  no  possibility  to  catch 
any  otherwise,  a  remarkably  good  catch  was  obtained 
through  wading  in  the  river  up  to  the  waist. 

"  '  For  angling,  the  same  flies  are  used  here  as  on 


In  the  Pinkish  Archipelago. 


shooting.  What  this  country  offers  in  the  way  of 
resources  for  anglers  is  sufficiently  well  expressed 
by  the  authoress  of  '  Through  Finland  in  Carts  ' : — 
" '  Verily,  Finland  is  a  paradise  for  fishermen. 
A  paraxlise  for  lines  and  rods,  reels  and  flies,  for 
masters  of  the  piscatorial  art ;  there  are  to  be 
found  fresh-water  lakes,  and  glorious  rivers  full  of 


the  English  or  Scotch  rivers.  Among  the  artificial 
baits  the  little  "  Devon  minnow  "  has  been  found 
most  successful. 

"  '  In  Vaala  are  found  sea-salmon,  sea-trout  (in 
Finnish  Taimen),  trout  and  grayling.  The  fishing 
season  begins  there  one  or  two  weeks  later  than  in 
Kajana  for  grayling,  trout  and  gwyniad,  and  evn 


some  salmon  are  biting  in  .Tune  and  July,  but  the 
real  season  begins  in  August.  In  Vaala  the  angler 
is  almost  entirely  confined  to  fishing  from  the  boat. 
Last  sunitner  the  new  so-called  spoonVjait  (made  by 
Rcnfors,  in  Hclsingfors  and  Kajana)  proved  most 
successful  for  catching  big  salmon.' 

'■  Thrt  larg'^st  salmon  whiili,  to  the  author's 
knowl.;dge,  has  been  banked  there,  was  caught  by 
him  in  1H84,  nnd  weighed  .'iOlb.  (English),  and 
the  biggest  grayling  recorded  had  reaohe  I  '>},\b. 

"  In  Ontojoki,  about  05  kilometers  (49  miles) 
east  from  Ksijana  by  steamer,  lake  trout,  trout,  and 
grayling  are  met  with  ;  the  larges*;  lake  tront  caught 
there  had  i-eaohed  upwards  of  201b.,  grayling  and 
trout  attain  about  the  same  size  as  in  Kaj  vni.  In 
that  river  (Ontojoki)  angling  from  the  shore  can 
also  be  carried  on. 

"  In  H\  rynsalmi  river,  a  tributary  from  nor -east 
of  Lake  Ulea,  about  -OO  English  miles  from  Ivajana, 
are  also  found  sea-salmon,  grayling  and  trout.  The 
fishing  season  there  begins  in  the  end  of  June,  but 
the  height  of  the  season  is  during  the  month  of 
July. 

"  It  would  be  perhaps  interesting  to  some,  who 
have  the  spirit  of  the  explorer,  to  make  a  long  trip 
to  Tsirka-Kemi  in  the  Russian  Karelen,  some  120- 
1.30  English  miles  east  from  Kajana,  where  the 
traveller  has  mostly  to  journey  through  a  succession 
of  rivers  and  lakes.  We  might  say  that  this  is 
almost  the  best  place  for  grayling  to  be  found  in 
the  world.  A  sportsman  landed  during  a  summer 
afternoon,  200  grayling. 

"  On  the  ground  taken  on  lease  by  the  Finland 
Steamship  Co.  from  the  town  of  Kajana,  the 
following  kinds  of  wild  fowl  among  others  are 
represented :  wild  duck,  capsrcailzie,  black  cock, 
true  hazel-grouse  (hazel  bea),  and,  very  rarely, 
ptarmigan.  The  time  allowed  for  shooting  is  from 
Aug.  15  to  Dec.  1." 

Anglers  who  want  information  as  to  where  to  go 
for  salmon,  trout,  grayling,  pike,  and  other  fishing, 
should  write  to  Mr.  Renfors,  Kajana,  Finland.  We 
give  a  picture  of  him  playing  a  fish  at  the 
Koivukoski  Falls.  He  is,  we  are  informed,  a  keen 
sportsman,  and  both  able  and  willing  to  give 
advice. 

As  regards  salmon  fishing  in  Finland,  all  we  can 
say  is  that  we  have  our  doubts  as  to  its  being  very 
grand,  but  there  would  be  no  harm  in  taking  a 
salmon-rod  on  the  chance  of  discovering  some  fine 
river  with  grand  pools — and  salmon  in  them. 

Visitors  should  get  a  little  vocabulary  of  words 
and  phrases  in  English  and  Finnish  by  Mrs. 
Renfors.  It  is  published  by  Messrs.  Harland  & 
Son,  of  Hull.  All  particulars  respecting  the 
Finland  lines  of  Royal  Mail  Steamers  can  be  had 
of  Messrs.  John  Good  &  Sons,  Passenger  Depart- 
ment, 177,  High- street,  Hull. 


THE  EOYAL  SPOET  OF  SALMON 
FISHING. 


Many  jears  ago  I  numbered  among  my  friends  a 
boy  with  an  exceedingly  inquiring  mind.  With 
other  things  he  had  des'eloped^a  taste  for  natural 
history— a  boy's  taste  only,  of  course — and  he 
often  came  to  me  to  throw  li^dht  on  subjects  which 
w;re  quite  beyond  his  comprehension.  Some  of 
the  questions  he  threw  at  me  were  regular  posers, 
bit  I  made  the  best  bluff  I  could  at  answering 
them,  and  he  went  away  impressed,  doubtless, 
■vUh  my  erudition. 

Among  these  questions  were,  "  If  a  grizzly  bear 
and  a  lion  should  have  a  fight,  which  would  lick "?  " 
and  "  If  a  rhinoceros  and  elephan';  should  meet  in 
a  narrow  defile,  which  would  make  the  other  back 
out  ?  "  or,  "  If  a  panther  were  surrounded  by  a 
drove  of  peccaries,  what  would  he  do  ?  " 

There  was  one  question  which  he  asked,  how- 
ever, that  was  not  at  a'l  difficu't  to  answer,  and 
that  was,  "  Which  would  you  rather  kill,  a  great  big 
man-eating  tiger  or  a  twenty-pound  salmon?  "  Of 
course  my  preference  lay  with  the  salmon,  first, 
last,  and  always.  To  be  sure,  I  had  never  had  an 
opportunity  to  pot  a  man-eater,  and  consequently 
did  not  know  how  great  a  degree  of  excitement 
attends  such  an  achievement,  but  judging  by  all 
the  other  varieties  of  sport  that  I  have  indulged  in, 
and  I  have  had  my  share  of  most  that  are  to  be 
found  in  this  country,  I  unhesitatingly  declared, 
and  do  so  now,  that  to  kill  a  large  fresh-run 
salrnon  in  good,  live  water  is  the  grandest  sport 
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that  is  vouchsafed  to  us.  It  is  our  royal  sport 
par  excellence,  for  it  calls  for  all  the  endurance, 
skill,  perseverance  and  judgment  that  he  who  would 
follow  it  successfully  possesses. 

And  here  I  wish  to  make  myself  perfectly  clear. 
By  salmon  fishing  I  mean  that  which  is  done  with 
the  Q.y  on  li\  e  water  with  a  pliable  rod,  and  with  a 
single-gut  casting  line.  Trolling  for  salmon  with 
a  stiff  rod  from  a  boat,  such  as  is  practised  in  the 
Maine  and  other  lakes,  with  a  minnow  or  spinning- 
spoon  for  bait,  is  not  salmon  fishing,  it  is  simply 
potting,  for  it  calls  for  none  of  the  qualities  which 
enter  into  the  genuine  sportsman's  make-up. 

To  the  pleasure  derived  from  the  art  of  Hy- 
casting  for  salmon  must  be  added  the  delight  that 
comes  from  the  charming  environment  of  the 
angler  who  follows  it.  What  can  be  more  exhila- 
rating than  to  follow,  perhaps  for  miles,  those 
grand  old  mountain  streams  in  which  these  lordly 
fish  make  their  summer  homes  ? 

The  water  at  one  moment  is  rushing  down  a 
steep  incline  or  tumbling  over  ledges  and  boulders, 
sometimes  with  an  impatient  roar,  but  offcener 
with  a  musical  murmur  which  is  a  distinct  charm 
in  itself.  Anon,  below  the  rapids  the  stream 
widens  and  the  foam-flecked  water  deepens  into  a 
large  pool,  in  which  perhaps  are  lurking  a  number 
of  the  silvery  beauties  which  have  just  ascended 
from  the  sea.  A  light  breeze  stirs  the  foliage  of 
the  trees  which  grow  close  to  the  water's  edge,  and 
the  delicious  aroma  of  the  forest  is  wafted  to  the 
nostrils  of  him  who  has  penetrated  to  this  retired 
spot. 

Everything  in  nature  assists  making  a  complete 
whole  of  the  angler's  enjoyment. 

The  songs  of  forest  birds,  the  busy  hum  of  bees 
as  they  foray  among  the  wild  flowers  on  the  shore, 
the  gaily  coloured  butterflies  which  flutter  across 
the  stream,  the  shrill  yet  musical  call  of  the  sand- 
piper, the  rattle  of  the  kingfisher,  and  the  prating 
of  a  pair  of  the  beautiful  wood  ducks,  which, 
solicitous  for  the  welfare  of  their  little  family, 
swim  up  and  down  the  pool  to  attract  his  attention 
from  their  flock.  All  these  and  more  lend  their 
attractions  to  the  scene. 

I  know  of  no  other  field  sport,  trout  fishing, 
perhaps,  alone  excepted,  which  appeals  in  a  like 
degree  to  the  .esthetic  sense  of  the  angler.  Amid 
such  delightful  suri-oundings  he  fairly  revels  in  the 
poetic  feeling  that  is  aroused  in  him,  and  he  is,  for 
the  time  being,  more  and  better  than  the  mere 
sportsman. 

Qualities  Essential  in  the  Anglee. 

I  have  stated  that  certain  qualities  are  essential 
in  the  make-up  of  the  angler  who  would  follow  the 
salmon  successfully.  First  of  these,  and  perliaps 
most  important  of  all,  is  that  of  endurance.  A 
puny  man  with  weak  heart,  small  capacity,  and 
poorly  developed  nmscular  system,  particularly  of 
the  arms  and  legs,  would  not  last  long  on  some 
of  the  wild  Canadian  streams  where  ideal  salmon 
fishing  is  alone  found. 

I  refer  now  to  those  waters  which  cannot  be 
fished  from  a  canoe,  but  which  must  be  traversed 
by  the  angler  perhaps  for  a  couple  of  miles  between 
pools,  and  that  over  ledges  and  rocks  which  some- 
times rise  so  high  they  have  to  be  climbed  over, 
but  which  oftener  are  two  or  three  feet  under  water, 
which  must  we  waded. 

Of  course  when  one  may  stand  or  sit  in  a  canoe, 
and  glide  leisurely  about  with  a  skilful  guide  to 
place  him  on  desirable  spots,  no  great  physical 
demand  is  made  on  him  ;  he  casts  his  fly,  rises  and 
hooks  his  fish,  and  after  playing  it  awhile  his  guide 
deftly  gaffs  it,  and  then  when  the  proper  libation  is 
poured  in  honour  of  the  event  tlie  rod  and  paddle  are 
resumed  and  casting  is  begun  for  another  fish. 

Fishing  dk  Luxe. 

Now  this  is  really  capital  sport ;  it  is  salmon 
fishing  de  luxe.  I  have  enjoyed  it  many  times, 
and  hope  to  taste  its  pleasures  once  or  twice  again 
befor  I  hang  up  my  rod  for  the  last  time  ;  but  it 
is  not  the  salmon  fishing  that  the  strong,  vigorous 
man  most  delights  in.  It  is  not  the  fish  alone  that 
he  cares  for  ;  of  course  he  wants  them,  but  their 
value  is  enhanced  to  him  by  the  diflficulties  and 
obstacles  he  surmounts  in  capturing  them.  There 
is  no  comparison  between  killing  a  fish  from  a 
canoe  and  fighting  one  perhaps  a  mile  or  two  down 
a  rough -bottomed  river,  as  he  runs  from  one  pool 
to  another  in  his  wild  struggle  to  escape.  To  be  sure 
the  angler  tries  to  kill  his  fish  in  the  pool  in  which  it 


is  struck,  but  sometimes  it  "  gets  the  bit  between  its 
teeth  "  and  starts  out  apparently  with  the  determina- 
tion to  return  to  the  sea  from  whence  it  came.  It 
is  hardly  necessary  to  state  that  with  a  single  gut 
casting  line  or  leader,  and  none  other  should  be 
used,  any  efforts  to  restrain  the  fish  would  be  futile  ; 
the  frail  strand  would  snap  like  a  cotton  thread. 
The  only  course  to  be  pursued  is  to  follow  the  fish, 
and  this  the  angler  does  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 
Jumping  from  one  boulder  to  another  and  stumbling 
over  all  sorts  of  rocks  and  ledges,  he  holds  his  rod 
aloft  so  as  to  keep  the  line  as  taut  as  possible,  in 
order  that  it  may  not  hang  up  in  one  of  the 
numerous  obstructions  which  line  the  path,  he 
keeps  on,  sometimes  at  the  top  of  his  speed,  until 
old  salmo  drops  into  deep  water  again  and  pauses 
for  a  rest. 

This  is  the  critical  moment.  If  the  angler  now 
forces  the  fight  to  the  utmost,  the  salmon  may  be 
quickly  conquered,  but  if  it  is  allowed  to  "get  its 
wind,"  as  it  were,  it  will  soon  be  ready  to  make 
another  rush  down  stream,  and  if  it  does  so  the 
chances  are  good  for  its  escape.  The  skilful  fisher- 
man, realising  the  importance  of  speedy  action, 
"  gives  the  butt "  most  rigidly,  and  fighting  the 
quarry  sharply,  he  soon  brings  it  to  the  gafT,  and 
then  with  what  a  feeling  of  exultation  and  pride 
does  the  conqueror  gaze  upon  and  even  caress  the 
silvery  beauty  that  he  has  fought  for  and  won  so 
gallantly. 

Yes,  that  is  salmon  fishing  that  the  true  sports- 
man enjoys  ;  it  is  the  real  thing. 

Peeseverance  a  Great  Bequisite. 

Another  requisite  in  the  salmon  fisherman  is 
patience,  or  if  you  prefer,  perseverance.  He  must 
be  content  to  cast  his  fly  sometimes  for  hours  at  a 
stretch  without  obtaining  a  rise. 

There  may  be  fifty  salmon  in  the  pool,  over 
which  his  flies  are  dragged,  and  not  one  of  them 
will  move  a  fin  at  his  offerings  ;  but  he  must  per- 
severe in  casting,  and  change  his  lure  as  often 
as  seems  desirable.  The  stubborn  angler  who 
declares  that  "  the  salmon  must  take  a  certain  fly, 
for  they  will  get  no  other  from  him,  so  there  now," 
is  not  as  a  rule  very  successful.  It  is  to  be  remem- 
bered that  the  surface  colour  of  the  pool  is  con- 
stantly changing.  Where  there  was  a  large  bright 
patch  half  an  hour  ago,  the  movement  of  the  sun  has 
cast  that  spot  in  the  deep  shadow  of  the  trees  on 
the  shore.  So  with  passing  clouds  and  the  move- 
ment of  the  breeze  which  ripples  the  surface  and 
consequently  darkens  it. 

A  Change  of  Flies  Necessary. 
It  is  to  meet  these  varying  conditions  of  the 
water  that  a  change  of  flies  is  necessary.  No  one 
in  his  senses  would  think  of  offering  a  large,  bright 
fly  in  clear,  shallow  water,  and  most  salmon  pools 
are  shallow,  if  they  are  not  five  or  six  feet  in 
depth. 

On  the  contrary,  he  would  present  a  small,  dark 
fly,  a  Fau-y  or  Black  Dose,  or  possibly  an  unob- 
trusive Montreal,  but  let  the  water  become  dark 
and  the  Butcher,  Silver  Doctor,  Jock  Scott,  Popham, 
and  Darham  Ranger  will  be  desu-able.  Of  course 
there  are  no  hard  and  fast  rules,  for  a  salmon  will 
often  come  to  a  fly  which  an  hour  before  he  had 
ignored. 

A  change  of  flies,  therefore,  is  usually  necessary, 
but  the  angler  must  be  guided  by  judgment  and 
careful  observation  of  the  conditions  which  prevail. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  season  when  the  water  is 
high  it  is  dark  coloured,  but  in  summer,  as  the 
volume  decreases  more  and  more,  the  water  becomes 
clearer,  and  consequently  the  changed  condition 
will  require  different  treatment  by  the  angler,  both 
in  method  of  fishing  and  in  the  choice  of  flies. 

Fishing  with  a  Sunken  Fly. 

Much  has  been  said  about  sinking  the  fly  for 
salmon,  and  many  curious  statements  have  been 
put  in  print  in  relation  to  it.  Dawson  says,  in 
"  Fishing  with  the  Fly,"  "  The  rule  with  some 
anglers  is  to  let  the  fly  sink  a  little ;  my  rule  is 
never  to  let  it  sink  at  all.  When  a  fish  strikes  I 
want  to  see  him.  There  is  no  movement  that  so 
thrills  and  delights  me  as  the  rush  of  the  salmon 
for  the  fly.  To  me  half  the  pleasure  of  a  rise  is 
lost  if  I  don't  see  the  head  and  shoulders  of  the 
kingly  fish  when  he  leaps  for  the  lure."  {Sic.) 

Now  as  regards  sinking  the  fly.  I  will  say  that 
occasionally  it  may  not  be  advisable,  but  that  it 
should  not  be  practised  at  all  I  must  deny.  In  my 
experience  the  salmon  rises  slowly,  not  with  a  rush, 
for  the  fly,  and  almost  always  takes  it  beneath  the 


surface  of  the  water  with  a  sort  of  sucking-in  move- 
ment; but  that  it  comes  with  a  rush,  leaping  with 
head  and  shoulders  in  plain  sight  inferentially 
above  the  surface,  no  ;  I  never  had  the  good  fortune 
to  meet  such  eager  fish. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  had  the  curiosity 
to  see  what  other  anglers  have  said  on  this  point. 

Genio  C.  Scott,  in  describing  a  bout  with  a 
salmon,  says:  "The  fish  did  not  take  a  fly  as  a 
trout  does,  by  rushing  at  it  from  beneath,  but  rose 
over  the  jhj,  and  took  it  on  going  back."  The 
italics  are  mine. 

The  author  of  "Salmonia"  (London,  1829)  in 
dialogue  says  :  "  You  fish  well,  were  common  trout 
your  object ;  but,  in  salmon  fishing,  you  must  alter 
your  manner  of  moving  the  fly.  It  must  not  float 
quietly  down  the  water ;  you  must  allow  it  to  sink 
a  little,  and  then  pull  it  back  by  a  gentle  jerk — not 
raising  it  out  of  the  water — and  then  let  it  sink 
again,  till  it  has  been  shown  in  motion,  a  little 
below  the  surface,  in  every  part  of  your  cast." 

J.  H.  Walsh  (Stonehenge)  says :  "  The  fly  is 
worked  very  differently  to  the  trout  fly,  which  must 
always  be  on  the  top  of  the  water  to  be  effectual ; 
whereas,  the  salmon  fly  should  always  be  sufficiently 
under  the  water  to  avoid  making  any  ripple  as  it  is 
drawn  towards  the  thrower,  and  yet  not  so  deep  as' 
to  be  wholly  out  of  sight." 

Opinions  from  other  writers  might  be  quoted, 
but  I  will  forbear. 

Now,  while  fishing  with  the  sunken  fly  is  the 
proper  method  in  most  waters,  there  are  some 
streams  in  which  there  is  a  uniformly  steep  pitch, 
which  makes  quick  water  even  in  the  pools. 

In  the  Indian  River,  which  empties  into  Mar- 
garet's Bay,  N.S.,  the  water  is  so  quick  that  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  sink  a  fly,  and  the  fish  come 
to  the  surface  for  it,  as  it  is  dragged  across  the 
eddies  and  swirls. 

But  Indian  River  is  peculiar.  It  is  only  three  or 
four  miles  in  length,  from  the  bay  to  the  lakes  at 
the  head  of  the  stream.  The  salmon  in  it  are 
always  fresh-run — they  could  not  well  be  otherwise 
whpn  they  can  traverse  the  whole  river  in  a  single 
day — and  they  are  ready,  like  all  other  fresh -run 
fish,  to  come  to  the  lure  unhesitatingly.  The 
lower  or  first  pool  is  on  one  side  of  the  po-st  road 
which  winds  along  the  shore  to  Halifax,  and  on  the 
other  side  is  the  salt  water  of  the  bay. 

I  recall  another  stream  which  has  for  several  ! 
miles  a  current  similar  to  that  of  the  Indian  river,  i 
and  that  is  the  Big  Levogle,  a  tributary  of  the  \ 
Miramiohi,  and  on  this,  too,  a  surface  fly  is  suc- 
cessful. ; 

I  have  no  desire  to  be  considered  as  trying  to 
teach  salmon  fishing,  for  that  is  furthest  from 
my  thoughts.  I  believe  that  no  amount  of  written 
instructions  can  make  a  "  complete  angler,"  for 
experience  is  the  best  and  only  teacher.  But 
I  may  without  great  immodesty  state  that  my 
practice  is  to  get  out  my  lure  into  all  the  best- 
looking  spots,  beginning  on  the  near-by  ones  and 
working  out  further  and  further.  I  permit  the  fly 
to  sink  two  or  three  inches  and  then  drag  in  short 
jerks,  each  movement  being  about  five  or  six  inches, 
and  repeating  this  until  the  whole  water  is  covered. 

With  a  little  practice  one  may  discern  the 
silvery  grey  fish  rise  from  the  bottom  and  move  for 
the  fly,  but  it  takes  a  fairly  good  eye  to  see  when 
the  lure  is  about  to  be  seized,  and  though  in  nine- 
teen times  out  of  twenty  the  salmon  will  hook 
himself  when  he  takes  the  fly,  the  angler  should 
have  a  quick  wrist  to  strike  at  exactly  the  right 
moment  in  order  that  the  barb  may  be  fixed  deeply 
and  securely. — Edward  A.  Samuels  in  Forest  and  , 
Stream. 


NOEWEGIAN  TOURS. 


The  Wilson  Line  have  issued  a  profusely  illus- 
trated handbook  giving  itineraries  of  their  popular 
Norwegian  tours,  which  include  the  cost  of  all 
travelling  and  hotel  coupons.  It  gives  descriptions 
of  the  lovely  scenery  to  be  seen  in  the  short  space  of 
ten  and  seventeen  days,  but  a  longer  holiday  can  be 
arranged  by  a  combination  of  these  to  last  twenty- 
four  or  thirty-one  days.  The  prices,  which  are 
very  moderate,  range  from  eight  and  a  half  guineas, 
so  they  may  be  said  to  appeal  to  all.  The  book  is 
very  attractively  produced,  and  will,  we  understand, 
be  sent  free  from  the  Wilson  Line,  Hull,  or  their 
London  agents,  W.  E.  Bott  &  Co.,  1,  East  India- 
avenue,  E.G. 
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A  GOOD  "ANTI-MIDGE." 


Midges  and  gnats  are  pests  which  bother  anglers 
more  or  less,  and  after  trying  many  remedies  we 
know  nothing  much  more  efficacious  than  the 
anti-midge  preparation  sold  by  Mr.  G.  M.  Mackay, 
of  50,  Bridge-street,  Aberdeen.  Not  the  least  of 
its  advantages  is  that  it  is  really  pleasant  to  use 
and  not  sticky. 


FISHING  IN  THE  MOY. 


DcTRiNG  the  past  week  over  forty-three  grilse, 
weighing  61b.  each,  have  fallen  to  four  rods.  Mr. 
Jim  Heams  was  in  attendance,  the  flies  used  being 
his  famous  Gallant  Hussar  and  Skin-tbe-Goat. 
Splendid  sea-troat  fishing  is  being  had. — Ballina 
Herald,  July  10. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  FLY-CASTING  CLUB\S 
WORLD'S  TOURNAMENT. 


The  San  Francisco  Fly-Casting  Club  announces 
a  scientific  angling  tournament  to  be  held  at  Stow 
Lake,  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  San  Francisco,  Gal.,  on 
August  8  and  9,  1902.  The  contests  will  be  for  the 
world's  championships  in  fly-casting  and  in  lure-casting, 
and  will  be  open  to  the  members  of  all  recognised 
angling  clubs.    The  events  will  be  :  — 

1.  Long  distance  fly-casting  with  light  rod.  Rods 
not  to  exceed  5oz.  in  weight,  with  f  oz.  allowance  for 
solid  reel  seat. 

2.  Long  distance  fly-casting  with  heavy  rod,  weight 
unlimited. 

3.  Accuracy  fly- casting  at  buoys,  50,  55,  and  60  feet ; 
rods  not  to  exceed  8Joz. 

4.  Combined  delicacy  and  accuracy  fly-casting  at 
buoys  35,  40,  and  45  feet.    Rods  not  to  exceed  5|oz. 

5.  Lure-casting  at  buoys  60,  70,  80,  90,  and  100  feet. 
The  lure  will  be  a  Joz.  rubber  frog. 

6.  Team  contest  between  clubs.  Two  men  constitute 
a  team.  The  events  included  in  the  team  contest  will 
be  those  above  described  under  the  heads  2,  3,  4,  and  5 

No  rod  shall  exceed  eleven  feet  in  length.  All  casting 
to  be  done  single  handed.  Leaders  are  to  be  of  single 
gut,  and  shall  be  between  six  and  nine  feet  in  length. 
Fly  shall  not  be  larger  than  No.  5  (American  size).  No 
restrictions  on  line  or  reel,  except  that  in  lure  casting 
reel  shall  be  absolutely  free  running. 

No  effort  or  expense  will  be  spared  to  make  this 
tournament  a  memorable  one. 

Medals  and  Pbizes. 
The  winner  in  each  of  the  first  five  contests  will 
receive  a  diamond  championship  medal.  In  addition 
to  the  medal  there  will  be  many  valuable  merchandise 
prizes  awarded  in  each  event.  The  trophy  for  the 
team  contest  will  be  a  silver  loving  cup,  which  shall 
become  the  property  of  the  club  whose  team  shall  win 
the  contest. 

Transportation. 
At  the  time  of  the  tournament  the  Knights  of 
Pytbias,  C(J,000  strong,  will  be  holding  a  conclave  in 
Ban  Francisco.    Special  rates  on  all  lines  of  travel 


to  San  Francisco  will  be  made.  There  will  be  a  fifty 
dollar  rate  from  Chicago  to  San  Francisco  and  return, 
and  from  other  cities  in  the  East  and  Middle  West 
proportionately  low  rates  will  be  in  effect. 

A  National  Organisation. 
In  order  to  more  effectively  serve  the  interests  of 
those  devoted  to  the  "gentle  art,"  it  is  proposed  that 
at  the  time  of  the  tournament  in  San  Francisco  a 
national  organisation  of  fly-casting  and  angling  clubs 
be  established.  The  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
such  an  organisation  are  many,  some  of  which  are : — 
The  adoption  of  a  uniform  code  of  laws  and  rules 
to  govern  contests  and  tournaments  ;  the  influencing 
of  legislation  for  the  proper  protection  of  fish ;  the 
promotion  of  scientific  angling;  the  formation  of  clubs 
throughout  the  Union  ;  and  the  promotion  of  good 
fellowship  among  anglers. 

At  the  preliminary  meeting  any  recognised  club  in 
the  United  States  may  be  represented  by  proxy  if  it 
be  impossible  to  send  a  member  as  a  delegate. 

Fishing. 

August  is  about  the  best  month  for  fly  fishing  in 
California,  and  it  is  our  purpose  to  give  the  visiting 
brother  anglers  some  fishing  trips  that  they  can  talk 
about.  The  salt-water  salmon  fishing  along  the  coast 
of  Central  and  Northern  California,  and  the  tuna  and 
yellowtail  fishing  at  Catalina  Island  and  along  the 
coast  of  Southern  California,  afford  kingly  entertain- 
ment. Tiie  rivers  and  the  lakes  of  the  Sierra  Nevadas 
abound  in  trout,  and  the  angler  plies  his  art  in  the 
midst  of  grand  scenery. 

Fuller  particulars  regarding  the  rules  and  olher 
matteis  pertaining  to  the  tournament  will  be  furnished 
on  application  to  the  undersigned. 

T.  W.  Brothebton,  Sec-Treasurer  S.F.F.C.C. 
San  Francisco,  Cal. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


Bepcyrts  (to  ensure  insertion)  mtist  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames 

To  find  the  time  of  lii<ih  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  ot  high  water  at  Lomlon  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  [55  min.  for  Kew. 

40   ,,     „   Putney.  A,i,ij75  >.  Richmond. 

45  „  ,,  Hammersmith.  ^™j80  ,,  „  'J'wickenham. 
50    ,,     ,,   Barnes.  (85    „     ,,  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  Is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.  B. — A  strong  wind  up  stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down  stream  retards  it. 

,  Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,       July  19    1.  1    1.23 

Sunday,  ,,    20    1.43    2.  2 


Monday, 
Tuesday, 
Wednesday, 
Thursday, 
Friday, 


21 
22 
23 
24 
25 


2.20 
2,  .53 
3.27 
4.  3 
4.39 


2.36 
3.10 
3.45 
4.21 

4.58 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 


Thames. — Genhbal  Remaeks. — The  river  is  getting 
clearer,  and  very  little  sport  is  being  had.  On  July  13 
the  river  was  much  too  crowded  with  boats  for  fishing, 
and  anglers,  whether  in  a  punt  or  on  the  bank,  as  a 
rule  had  a  poor  time  of  it.  Teddington  Weir  was  well 
patronised,  but  with  little  result.  Mr.  G.  Sinibaldi, 
fishing  below  the  rollers  of  the  lock,  hooked  a  fine 
carp  of  about  81b.,  which  ran  off  about  forty  yards  of 
line,  but  the  fish  escaped  after  being  played  for  some 
time.  Mr.  Ed.  Spence  tried  the  weir  for  two  days, 
but  only  had  four  or  five  barbel  up  to  about  81b.  More 
rain  would  be  welcome  to  put  the  river  into  better 
condition.  Roach  fishing  has  improved  a  little  in  the 
upper  reaches,  but  the  lower  part  of  the  river  has 
fished  badly  for  all  kinds  of  fish. — ^F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 •  (Henley). — The  water  here  is  still  very  clear, 

with  little  stream.  Messrs.  Hobbs  and  Goodwin, 
fishing  the  millstream  and  weir  head  at  Marsh  Mills 
during  the  past  week,  have  taken  some  nice  barbel  and 
a  tench  of  21b.  18oz.  The  same  anglers,  out  with 
R.  Young  at  Medenham,  have  taken  some  perch,  and 
barbel  up  to  71b.  Little  fishing  has  been  attempted  in 
tlie  open  stream  as  the  regatta  traffic  has  been  very 
heavy. — Stanley  Mead. 

 (Lechlade,  Gloucestershire). — Rain  is  badly 

needed.  The  river  below  St.  John's  Bridge  to  Buscot 
Lock  is  in  very  fair  condition.  Roach  and  perch  are 
feeding  well  in  the  evening,  and  chub  and  dace  rise 
well  to  the  fly. — Rambler. 

Ancholme  District. — Pike  up  to  Gib.  and  bream 
up  to  4lb.  have  been  taken  during  the  week.  Roach 
are  taking  creed  wheat  and  paste,  and  some  good  ones 
are  being  caught  in  the  New  Cut,  and  bream  in  the 
Old  River.  The  water  is  in  good  condition.  Pike  are 
taking  best  trolling  with  live  bait. — Thomas  Ford, 
Caistor. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterheach). — The  tiver  is 
in  good  condition.  The  weather  is  much  cooler  and 
sport  is  improving.    Perch  have  been  at  different  times 


in  the  day  giving  no  trouble  to  the  angler  to  tempt 
them  ;  those  w)io  iiave  fished  for  them  have  done  well. 
Small  pike  in  the  best  roach  swims  have  been  very 
troublesome,  several  have  been  had  with  the  worm. 
Bel  fishing  in  the  evenings  has  now  on  this  river  become 
popular  when  other  fish  are  oil  the  feed.  This  is  all 
free  water  on  to  Upware,  five  miles  ;  at  this  spot  the 
water  is  deeper  and  fish  run  larger,  especially  silver 
bream  and  perch.  —  John  0.  CiEOBOE,  Beche-road 
Cambridge. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District). — The  recent 
hot  weather  has  much  advanced  the  condition  of  all 
coarse  fish,  and  anglers  may  now  pay  a  visit  to  the 
district,  which  is  in  the  height  of  its  summer  charms, 
with  confidence  of  obtaining  some  decent  sport. 
Anglers  at  Wroxham  should  avoid  wasting  time  on 
water  at  least  a  mile  and  a  half,  or  thereabouts,  either 
side  of  the  village  as  it  is  altogether  overfished,  besides 
being  in  the  thick  of  the  traffic.  Bream  fishing  will 
shortly  be  in  swing  on  the  Broad.  Tickets  to  fish 
may  be  obtained  on  payment  at  Mr.  Ellis's  (northern 
portion)  or  Mr.  Mayor's  (southern  portion).  Paste  or 
wheat  for  roacb,  and  red  or  lob  worms  for  bream 
fishing.  Fly  fishing  for  daca  on  the  upper  waters  will 
now  ba  at  its  best,  and  for  rudd  in  the  Broad  district 
in  suitable  shallow,  rather  clear,  lily-dotted  broad  ends 
or  large  dykes. — C.  H.  Taylor. 

Coin,  Leach,  and  Upper  Windcush  (East 
Gloucestershire). — Trout  are  now  at  their  very  best 
and  rise  well  in  the  early  morning  and  evening.  At  Fair- 
ford  and  Bibury  the  stream  keeps  up  a  fairly  good 
head  of  water  but  a  good  rain  would  materially 
improve  things  all  round.  Crayfishers  are  getting 
tlieir  nets  ready  for  the  August  fishings. — Pan. 

Darenth  (Famingham,  Sutton-at-Hone,  etc.). 
Sport  has  certainly  been  better  this  season  than  last, 
as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  on  this  little  river.  After 
fishing  three  or  four  days  in  the  Teme,  and  getting 
only  two  trout  and  a  lot  of  grayling,  I  came  back  on 
Friday  evening  (July  11)  and  had  a  short  morning  on 
the  Darenth  with  the  dry  fly — result,  a  brace  of  good 
trout,  besides  losing  some  and  returning  small  ones. 
The  water  is  getting  low,  and  sport  will  not  be  so  good 
unless  we  have  more  rain.  The  Grey  Quill  and  the 
Red  Quill  are  the  flies  to  use. — J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District). — The  river  is  be- 
coming low,  and  little  is  being  done  by  rod  or  net. 
Messrs.  Garrow  Green,  Full  and  Distin  have  taken  a 
few  trout,  and  each  of  them  has  secured  a  peel  this 
week. — Devonian. 

Bsk  (Whitby). — In  consequence  ot  the  low  and 
clear  condition  of  this  river  sport  has  been  of  a 
moderate  character,  and  the  prospects  are  poor  for  the 
coming  week.  One  or  two  takes  have  been  effected. 
Dr.  English  grassed  one  salmon  scaling  101b.,  and  one 
sea-trout,  2Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  R.  Linton  two  sea-trout 
scaling  41b.  each.  During  the  week  the  water  bailiff 
and  others  assisted  several  fish  over  the  weir  at 
Ruswarp.  Sea  angling  has  had  numerous  votaries 
during  the  past  week,  and  some  fair  catches  hjve 
resulted  in  the  operations  from  the  quays.  In  the 
offing  a  few  whiting  and  haddock  have  been  landed  by 
visitors. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Same  pike  have  been 
taken  in  the  river,  also  some  fine  eels,  one  a  beauty  of 
8ft.  2in.  long  and  4Jin.  in  girth.  It  was  taken  with  a 
lobworm  when  perch  fishing.  Salmon,  except  those 
caught  by  the  netting  fraternity,  have  been  at  a 
discount.  A  faw  trout  have  been  taken  in  the  late 
evening.  Some  roach  over  the  pound  have  also  been 
had  by  Messrs.  Owen,  Maddock,  and  C'jUins.  A  few 
roach  and  perch  have  also  been  caught  in  the  canal. 
The  Exwiok  Mill  beat  is  being  cleaned,  and  the  usual 
annual  slaughter  of  fish  is  full  on. — Red  PALiiEE. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs;.— A 
few  good  bream  have  been  taken  with  worm  bait,  and 
perch  have  come  to  hand  in  other  cases.  Somj  of  the 
best  reports  are  from  Stonea,  and  here  roach  have  been 
met  with.  Eel  fishing  is  very  good  on  the  Forty-foct, 
indeed  at  the  present  time  it  is  aboui  the  only  sport 
worth  pursuing.  Many  drains  are  very  weedy. — 
Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  Lea  is  running  clear, 
the  weeds  are  spreading,  and  anglers  in  the  daytime 
have  had  to  contend  against  a  hot,  glaring  sun.  Roach- 
fishing  under  these  conditions  has  been  associated 
with  poor  sport,  but  some  nice  fish  have  been  caught 
after  tea.  The  fly  has  accotmted  for  some  good 
dace.  The  lower  reaches  are  beginning  to  fish 
better  now,  and  I  hear  of  some  nice  bream, 
roach,  and  eels  being  caught  between  Totten- 
ham and  Ponders  End.  Some  of  the  roach  have 
ranged  up  to  IJlb.  One  or  two  anglers  have  been 
smashed  up  by  big  bream.  Several  night-lines  have 
been  found  lately  in  this  part  of  the  Lea  by  Mr. 
Beaumont,  the  A. A.  water-bailiff,  and  have  been  for- 
warded to  the  association.  Sport  seems  to  have  ruled 
quiet  in  the  Stort,  Beane,  etc.  The  last  named  stream 
has,  however,  yielded  some  nice  dace.  The  Black 
Gnat,  Red  Tag,  and  Coachman  are  good  dace  flies  cn 
this  stream. — Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Anglings 
Society's  Waters). — Reports  froji  the  keeper  show 
that  these  waters  are  now  in  excellent  fishing  trim, 
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Both  roaoh  and  bream  are  well  on  the  feed  and  the 
following  takes  of  bream,  among  others,  have  been 
bad  during  the  past  week  :  3st.,  2Jst.,  2st.,  and  lAst. — 
P.  W.  G. 

LtVLgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  running  a  fair  level  and  clear,  and  in 
good  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  too  hot 
for  fishing  during  the  middle  of  the  day,  but  sport  has 
been  good  in  the  evening  when  the  fish  have  been 
more  on  the  feed.  A  good  few  anglers  have  been  out 
of  late  and  have  used  fly  with  success,  and  some  very 
nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been  landed. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Meagre  catches  of  late, 
but  not  many  out  trying  their  luck,  and  no  doubt  the 
extremely  hot  weather  has  had  its  influence  in  this 
respect.  Early  morning  and  in  the  evening  are  the 
most  suitable  times  just  now,  and  the  only  catch 
worthy  of  mention  this  week  was  on  Monday  morning, 
by  Mr.  J.  Colbourn,  of  Peterborough,  who,  fishing  at 
the  Town  Bridge,  landed  some  fine  porch,  the  largest 
lib.  13oz.  There  is  plenty  of  water,  which  is  in  very 
fair  condition. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleigrli  Salterton). — The  river  is  clear 
and  low.  The  evening  rise  has  not  been  remarkably 
brisk  during  the  past  week,  but  this  may  be  accounted 
for  perhaps  from  the  fact  that  trout  have  risen  freely 
in  the  mornings.  On  July  14  some  good  fish  were 
taken  above  Tipton,  and  your  reporter  took  a  brace 
scaling  lib.  and  12oz.  respectively.  The  fish  are  now 
in  the  height  of  condition.  Peel  are  up,  but  no 
captures  are  reported. — Hekon. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry,  Hunts). — Eiver  in  very 
good  condition,  rain  would  improve  it  though,  but 
still  anglers  are  getting  decent  sport.  Tench  have 
been  feeding  very  freely,  Mr.  Maclean  has  been 
among  them  and  sent  one  specimen  up  to  Chelsea, 
to  be  cased  ;  his  best  bream  has  only  been  up  to  3 Jib., 
the  liver  in  places  being  alive  with  them.  Chub  also 
have  ristn  well  to  the  Red  Palmer. — A.  Scaed. 

Plymouth. — There  has  not  been  much  done  on  the 
rivers.  There  are  x>lenty  of  fish  up,  but  the  water  is 
very  clear  and  not  enough  oE  it.  Some  nice  peal  have, 
however,  been  caught  in  the  evening  at  dusk.  Mr. 
Winsor,  who  can  only  occasionally  fish,  has  had  four 
nioa  ones  during  the  week  on  the  Tavy.  There  has 
also  been  some  large  salmon  taken  on  the  Dj,it. — Wm. 
Heahdeb. 

Severn  (Shropshire). — The  river  is  getting  ex- 
tremely low,  and  trout  are  lethargic  and  loth  to  rise. 
Mr.  J.  Edwards  has  added  another  good  Loch  Leven 
to  his  list,  namely,  a  fish  of  close  upon  21b.,  caught 
near  Emstrey,  on  a  Blue  Dun.  One  s.ilmon,  a  fish  of 
13Jlb  ,  appearj  to  have  been  caught  on  the  fly  in  the 
Vyrnwy  at  Meifod,  by  Mr.  Beck.  Roach  fishers  have 
had  fine  sport  at  Shrewsbury  particularly  near 
Cherry  Orchard  and  Welsh  Bridge.  Bags  of  twenty 
and  thirty  have  been  common.  Some  grayling  have 
been  caught  by  fly  fishers  at  Leaton. — Hafben. 

Severn,  Vyrawy.  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Iilanjmf- 
nech). — Trout  in  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  in  this 
neighbourhood  are  still  very  diflicult  to  capture,  and 
few  are  taken  ;  bu";  their  condition  at  present  is  all 
that  can  be  desired.  Coarse  fish,  too,  in  those  rivers 
are  now  in  fair  condition,  and  many  are  taken ;  and 
eels  also  are  now  more  p'ectiful.  A  few  good  showers 
of  rain  would  be  very  welcome,  as  the  rivers  are  rather 
low  at  preseiit. — VyRNwr. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Sultry 
has  been  the  weather  of  the  past  week.  Anglers  have 
fought  shy  of  the  midday  sun — useless  for  sport — as 
only  in  the  early  mornings  and  at  eventide  fish  are 
feeding.  To  visitors  it  means  an  overnight  journey 
to  the  waterside,  and  this  is  when  those  on  the  spot 
have  the  advantage.  Of  all  the  waters  in  Sussex  I 
think  Chichetter  Canal  holds  sway  in  the  way  of  sport. 
Bags  of  SOib.  of  bream  and  roa  jh  have  been  taken  ; 
some  few  bream  up  to  2Jlb.,  and  roach  of  lib.  2jz. 
Tench  from  the  lower  reaches  of  2^1b.  Bass  up  to 
101b.  have  been  taken  in  the  haibours.— Geoege  P. 
Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— The  rivers,  although  not  so  low 
as  during  the  last  three  years,  is  very  clear,  but  the 
weeds  are  troublesome.  Salmon  fishing  with  (he  nets- 
men  is  bad  Bass  arc  plentiful,  and  sport  well  in  the 
estuary  with  the  fly  and  baits.  The  Barnstaple  Fishing 
Club  had  a  contest  last  week,  and  the  winner  was  able 
to  be  awardid  first  prize  with  a  bass  of  lib.  weight. — 
Rusty  Gamb. 

Taw  and  Torridge.— On  the  higher  waters  of  the 
T^rridgo,  which  evideutly  needs  restocking,  the  sport 
hi'*  been  better  than  usual  this  season.  The  Rev.  H. 
J.  Stanton's  (Lapford)  letter  to  the  conservators,  in 
which  te  says  he  has  fished  for  seven  years  and  not 
caught  ."jH.  worth  of  fish,  is  not  a  good  advertisement 
for  the  district.  -Dkn  onian. 

Teign  (Newton  Abbot  and  Teignraouth).— The 
oonscrvatorK  have  called  the  attention  of  the  Devon 
Sea  l-'inhcrios'  Committee  to  the  largo  numbers  of 
immature  bass  and  pollack  killed  in  the  estuary  in 
the  last  six  months,  hut  nothing  can  bo  d:no  until 
next  year  to  check  the  practice.  -Dky^-nian. 

Temc  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order  for 
fighing.    The  weather  has  been  very  hot,  and  angling 


has  been  no  good  duriag  the  middle  of  the  day,  and 
the  best  sport  has  been  had  at  early  morning  and  late 
in  the  evening.  The  fish  have  been  well  on  the  move, 
and  have  been  taking  fly,  worm,  and  wasp  grub  freely. 
A  good  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  have  used 
Coch-y-Bondhu,  Orl,  Yellow  Dun,  Black  Gnat,  Wick- 
ham,  Coachman,  Moths,  Blue  Dun,  and  Orange 
Palmer.  Minnow  fishing  has  accounted  for  some 
large  trout.  Fishing  on  Monday  morning  in  Teme  an 
angler  landed  four  trout  with  minnow ;  the  fish 
averaged  Jib.  each.  On  Tuesday,  trout,  ^Ib.  each, 
were  taken  with  fly,  and  good  sport  was  had  with 
wasp  grub. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry).— The  water  in  this  part  continues 
to  run  in  good  condition  for  fishing,  being  a  nice 
height  and  clear.  The  weather  has  been  very  hot 
up  to  Wednesday,  when  rain  threatened,  and  it  was 
cooler.  The  fish  have  been  well  on  the  feed  in  this 
part,  and  have  been  rising  well  in  the  evening,  it 
being  too  hot  in  the  day  for  sport.  A  fair  number  of 
rods  have  been  out,  and  have  used  fly  and  wasp  grub, 
and  some  very  nice  dishes  of  trout  have  been  landed. — 

WOHCESTER. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  river  could  not  possibly 
be  in  better  trim  for  barbel  fishing,  but  only  odd  ones 
are  being  taken.  Fly  fishing  for  chub  has  brought 
about  poor  results,  and  many  are  yet  in  the  weeds. 
From  the  "dead"  waters  of  the  Muskham  fishery 
Mr.  J.  Fenton  took  several  nice  bream  and  a  lot  of 
perch,  though  the  latter  ran  small.  Roach  are 
not  yet  in  condition.  With  gentles  Mr.  Slater 
has  taken  dace  from  the  Holme  length,  but 
generally  speaking  angling  is  quiet.  The  pisca- 
torial hilf-jear  closed  on  Wednesday  evening,  with 
t'ae  following  holding  highest  honours  in  the  six 
classes :  Roach,  Mr.  W.  Wilson,  lib.  7oz.  7  shots  ; 
dace,  8Joz.  C  shots,  Mr.  T.  Davis ;  bream,  31b.,  Mr.  H. 
Collam  ;  chub,  4Lb.  IJoz,,  Mr.  T.  Davis;  perch,  12Joz. 
9  shots;  bleak,  2oz.,  Mr.  G.  Wediingtjn.  Many  good 
chub  have  been  hooked  over  31b.,  next  best  to  premier 
being  31b.  15Joz. — Trentsidee. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge). — Rivera 
here  at  present  are  very  low,  and  veiy  little  angling 
done  except  in  the  evening,  when  the  trout  rise  very 
good  to  the  fly.  Small  worm  with  fine  tackle  would 
be  very  killing  now. — Pontsenny. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 
Bream  fi^hing  is  said  to  be  remarkably  good  on  the 
Witham,  and  about  the  Grand  Sluice  some  heavy 
captures  have  been  reported,  fish  running  up  to  51b. 
each.  A  Boston  angler  reports  a  catch  of  501b.  A 
good  many  perch  have  been  taken  running  up  to  IJlb. 
A  take  of  141b.  of  roach  is  also  reported.  Bream 
fishing  has  been  the  only  attraction  at  Dogdyke.  A 
fish  caught  here  scaled  61b.  53z.  Speaking  of  the 
drains  about  Boston  it  may  be  said  that  Mount 
Pleasant  contains  vast  shoals  of  bream,  but  th(  ir 
capture  is  in  vain.  Some  tench  have  been  caught  up  to 
31b.,  but  roach  fishing  is  a  failure. — Lrci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Serbyshire^ — The  above 
rivers  have  been  in  good  order  for  fishing  the  greater 
part  of  the  past  week.  Three  gentlemen  fishing  the 
Darleydale  Club's  water  on  July  12,  obtained  4J,  5J 
and  6^  brase  respectively,  and  on  most  nights  this 
week  those  members  who  have  fished  this  portion  cf 
the  Derwent  have  taken  from  three  to  six  brace  each. 
The  Matlock  and  Cromford  A. A.  water  has  afforded 
several  nice  creels  of  fish.  Also  the  Whatstandwell 
reaches  of  the  Derwent.  Grayling  are  rising  better. — ■ 
Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorks). — The  freshets  of  Friday  (July  11)  improved 
the  trout  fishing  for  a  few  days,  and  some  very  decent 
bags  were  made,  both  with  the  Miller's  Thumb  Devon 
and  the  natural  minnow,  fished  on  "  Ariel  "  or  the 
"  Chapman  "  spinner  ;  but  anglers  who  expected  good 
fly  fishing  to  follow  have  been  rather  disappointed.  I 
fished  the  Yore  between  Redmire  and  Aysgarth  on  Mon- 
day afternoon  with  Henry  Cayley,  but  only  got  ten 
fioh.  At  the  opening  of  the  week  fair  sport  was 
enjoyed  by  a  number  of  anglers  up  the  Whatfe  at 
Kilnsey,  Burnsall,  Appletreewick,  Bolton  Abbey,  etc., 
with  the  fly,  the  worm  fished  well  up  stream, 
and  the  natural  minnow ;  but  sport  at  Ilkley 
has  continued  moderate.  Bottom  fishing  in  the 
lower  waters  his  been  quiet.  Scarcely  a  summer 
passes  without  a  large  number  of  fish  of  all 
descriptions  being  poisoned  by  pollution.  Thousands 
of  fish  of  all  descriptions  including  salmon  have  lately 
been  poisoned  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tadcaster,  as 
many  as  52  fish  being  counted  in  a  few  yards,  only 
pike  and  eels  escaping.  Several  clubs  have  had 
outings  up  the  Derwent,  Ouse,  etc.  The  Robin 
Hood  Angling  Club  (Leeds)  had  their  competition 
at   Linton  on  Ouse ;    eighty-one  competed.  Mr. 


J.  E.  MiLLKR,  Northern  Anglers'  Dep5t,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds,  liijldj  the  largest  stock  of  trout  flies,  sea-tront 
Hies,  salmon  Hies,  casts,  and  (;eneral  tlshinir  tackle  in  the 
kini^doni.  It  is  only  necessary  to  state  Kcnciiil  re(niircmenta 
and  locality  reiinired  for  to  ensure  suitalile  goods  being  sent  by 
return.  .Selections  of  flies  and  suitable  mounted  casta  made  up 
for  any  scubou  for  all  parts  of  the  country.  J.  E.  Miller  lias 
been  a.  practical  angler  for  over  30  years,  and  only  sends  out 
practical  goods  ;  his  selections  can  always  be  relied  upon. 


Huggins  took  first  prize  with  41b.  5oz.  Several 
fine  fish  have  been  taken  at  Roundhay  by  members  of 
the  Leeds  Amalgamated  Society  during  the  past  few 
days.  The  Derwent  is  now  running  into  fair  trim. 
In  answer  to  a  correspondent  fair  fishing  can  be  had 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  School  House.  Stay  at  the 
School  House  Hotel,  School  House  Hill,  near  Picker- 
ing. The  proprietor,  Mr.  W.  J.  Bell,  caters  specially 
well  for  anglers,  and  can  grant  permission  to  fish 
nearly  three  miles  of  water.  The  Clifton  Angling 
Society  held  their  first  match  of  the  season  at 
West  Collingworth  on  Monday.  Catches  were  fairly 
good.  Mr.  D.  Langstafie  was  first  with  41b.  8Joz. ; 
twenty-two  competed.  Sea  fishing  at  Scarborough, 
Filey,  and  Bridlington  has  been  quiet. — John  E, 
MiLLKB,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.) 

— Weather  conditions  have  been  so  unfavourable  of 
late  that  sport  has  fallen  ofl.  Amongst  the  best  baskets 
since  last  reported  were  the  following : — On  Friday 
(July  11),  Captain  Coulson,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty- 
eight  trout,  9Jlb. ;  aid  on  Saturday  (July  12),  on 
Loch  Urigill,  four  and  a-half  dozen,  15|lb.  On  Mon- 
day (luly  14),  Captain  Coulson  and  Mr.  Sykes,  on 
Loch  Cama,  thirty-eight  trout,  141b.  Prospects  now 
improving. — B. 

Awe. — Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel  on  the  8th, 
Mr.  Scott  had  a  grilse,  71b. ;  Mr.  Upsher,  one,  91b.  and 
four  sea  trout,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Fraser,  one  trout,  21b.  On 
the  9th,  Mr.  Macdonald,  three  trout,  0  Jib. ;  on  the  10th, 
Mr.  Upsher,  grilse,  91b.  and  two  trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  Scott, 
trout,  21b. ;  on  the  lltb,  Mr.  Upsher,  five  trout,  l^lh. ; 
Mr.  Banks,  four  trout,  71b  ;  on  the  12th,  Mr.  Banks, 
salmon,  IS.Jlb. ;  Mr.  Upsher,  grilse,  Gib. ;  Mr.  Mac- 
donald,  3  trout,  5.Jlb. ;  on  the  14th,  Mr.  McPherson, 
grilse,  71b. ;  Mr.  Upsher,  one  trout,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Banks, 
o  le  trout,  31b. ;  on  the  15th,  Mr.  Upsher,  five  trout, 
GJlb.  River  is  now  in  grand  order  for  the  fly,  and 
good  supply  of  fish  np. — D.  Macdonald. 

Bouarbridge,  N.B. — Fishing  Looh  Migdale  from 
Bridge  Hotel  on  July  11,  SheriS,  Mackenzie,  Tain, 
landed  fifteen  excellent  trout ;  and  on  12th  Mr.  John 
MacPherson  caught  twenty-six,  aggregating  about 
101b.    Fish  in  good  condition. — B. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— On  July  9 
Mr.  John  Murro,  Gladfield  House,  caught  a  61b. 
salmon  and  a  41b.  grilse  on  Gladfield  water.  On  the 
Ciaigs  and  Dunie  waters  Messrs.  Dane  and  Blathway, 
Culcave  House,  landed  several  gtilse  and  salmon. — B. 

Culag  Hotel,  Lochinver. — From  this  hotel  one 
salmon  was  got  on  July  7,  two  on  July  9,  and  two  on 
July  10.  Great  head  of  salmon  and  grilse  forward. 
Yellow  trout  fishing  also  very  good.— S.  Mackenzie. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — For  the  past  week  the 
river  Deveron  has  kept  very  low,  and  few  fish  are 
entering  it.  Owing  to  the  too  fine  weather  and  the 
low  and  clear  water,  rod-fishers  are  not  meeting  with 
great  success.  The  net  fishermen  are  only  working 
the  nets  at  intervals.  At  this  time  last  season  the 
river  was  too  low  for  fishing.  On  the  coast  there  is 
a  good  appearance  of  fish,  and  in  the  beginning  of 
this  week  a  large  number  of  both  salmon  and  grilse 
were  got  from  the  bag  nets.  The  fish  are  of  capital 
quality,  and  a  fair  number  of  very  fine  largo  salmon 
were  caught.  For  the  first  two  days  of  the  week  a 
total  of  thirteen  large  boxes  were  consigned  to  the 
London  markets. — H.  W. 

Doon  (Dalmellington,  N.B.).— Out  from  Eglinton 
Hotel  from  July  2  till  July  14  Messrs.  MoKercher  and 
Templeton  caught  318  trout.— .1.  Macdonald. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — Rain  fell  in  a  steady 
downpour  on  Saturday  last,  but  the  weather  has  been 
rather  bright  and  little  sport  has  been  got.  Mr. 
Ogilvy  Dollar  had  a  fine  catch  of  six  trout,  101b.  12oz. 
Mr.  Auchterlonie,  Lochgelly,  three  trout,  61b. ;  Miss 
Edith  Currie,  Edinburgh,  four  trout,  51b.  8oz  ;  Mr.  C. 
Dobson,  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Graves,  Penicuik, 
three  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Edwards,  seven  trout,  71b. ; 
Mr.  J.  P.  Hardie,  Edinbugh,  five  trout,  61b.  8oz. ;  Mr. 
Jas.  Dick,  Dunfermline,  five  trout,  61b.  12oz. ;  Mr. 
Findlater,  Edinburgh,  six  trout,  51b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Sim, 
Leith,  five  trout,  5lb.  8oz. ;  Mr .  Pulford,  five  trout, 
51b.  12oz.  A  fly  fishing  competition  was  held  by  the 
Clackmannan  Club,  when  the  first  prize  was  gained  by 
Mr.  C.  Thomson,  with  six  trout,  61b.  13oz.— R.  B. 
Laing. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 

On  July  9  Loch  Merkland  was  fished  by  Messrs.  Lud- 
dington  and  Evans,  forty-seven  trout,  151b. ;  and  by 
Messrs.  Simpson  and  Barton,  thirty-six  trout,  llilb. 
On  10th  Messrs.  Luddington  and  Evans,  on  Mid  Shin, 
fifty-seven  trout,  181b. ;  and  Messrs.  Simpson  and 
Barton,  on  Top  Shin,  twenty-two,  81b.  On  11th 
Messrs.  Simpson  and  Barton,  on  Flag,  thirty-eight 
trout,  IS^lb. ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caldecott,  on  Loch 
Gorm,  three  fine  trout  of  3f  lb.,  3Jlb.,  and  21b.,  or  an 
average  of  31b.  On  12th  Messrs.  Simpson  and  Barton, 
on  Mid  Shin,  twenty-nine,  9Jlb.,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Caldecott,  fourteen,  6Jlb.  On  Monday  the  former 
party,  on  Top  Shin,  twenty-two  trout,  7Jlb. ;  and  the 
latter,  on  Looh  Gorm,  twelve,  S^lb. — B. 
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Koss-shire.  —  Fishing  from  the  Gairlooh  Hotel 
on  July  12,  Major  Chalmers  had  a  basket  of  fiffcy- 
BBven  trout  on  Loch-au-Eilean,  net  weight  211b.,  and 
on  July  14  a  basket  of  fifty- four  trout,  net  weight  19 Jib. ; 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  P.  Liddle  had  a  basket  of  twenty- 
seven  trout  on  Loch  Tollie,  net  weight  8Jlb.,  and  on 
the  loth,  a  fine  basket  of  thirty-three  trout,  net 
weight,  12lb. ;  Mr.  Butler  Clarke  had  a  basket  of 
forty-five  trout  on  Loch-au-Eilean,  net  weight,  151b. 

Skye  (Portree). — On  Wednesday  (July  9),  from 
the  Koyal  Hotel,  Dr.  David  Wallace,  Edinburgh,  and 
Major  Chalmers,  had  a  basket  of  eighty-eight  trout  on 
the  Storr  Loch ;  weight,  401b.  net. — C.  McLaren. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  have  fallen  to 
the  same  level  as  last  week.  Despite  the  low  waters, 
some  good  sport  should  be  had  between  July  21  and 
the  first  half  of  August  among  herling.  Li  the  Mount 
Annan  water,  Mr.  Pasley  Dirom's  keeper  killed  a 
salmon  of  about  101b.  in  the  back  of  the  Wood  pool. 
The  same  angler  had  several  nice  sea-trout  last  week- 
end. Mr.  Laurie,  Annan,  and  Mr.  W.  Wright,  Ednam, 
fished  Sir  Eobert  Jardine's  Castlemilk  water,  the  former 
had  a  sea  trout  of  IJlb.,  and  Mr.  Wright  took  a  nice 
one  of  2Jlb.  Li  Hoddom  Castle  water  the  keeper  had 
three  sea-trout  with  night  fly.  The  keepers,  T.  Reid 
and  J.  Mosscrop,  have  also  had  several  sea-trout. 
Sport  has  been  disappointing  in  the  tidal  waters.  The 
Dumfries  Nith  showed  a  rise  of  about  two  feet  more 
water  on  July  13.  On  Monday  (July  14)  the  water 
seemed  to  be  greatly  polluted  in  the  Thornhill  portion 
by  the  discharges  from  the  coal  pits  of  Sanquhar  and 
district.  On  Lochinvar,  of  Carsphairn,  several  rods 
have  been  out  from  the  Salutation  Hotel,  of  Cars- 
phairn, with  fair  sport  on  the  loch  with  fly  among 
brown  trout.  The  Ayrshire  rivers  are  not  in  good 
order  this  week.  Mr.  P.  McGiverin  caught  two  sea- 
trout  in  the  Warmanbie  water  and  one  in  Galabank, 
of  the  Annan  ;  one  weighed  21b.  12oz. — Hbathebbell. 

Spey  (BEorayshire). — The  weather  continues 
to  be  pleasant,  and  sport  is  fair,  some  fine  fish  being 
landed.  From  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on  July  11, 
:Mr.  Willet,  Aberlour,  had  a  grilse  of  41b. ;  on  July  12, 
one  of  61b ;  and  on  July  14,  one  of  fi^Vo.  ;  while  from 
the  same  water  Mr.  Borwick,  Aberlour,  had  on 
July  11  a  salmon  of  13Jlb.,  and  a  grilse  of  61b.,  and  on 
July  12  a  grilse  of  61b.,  and  Mr.  Duncan,  fisherman, 
also  killed  two  grilse  of  51b.  and  5 Jib.  on  the  Wester 
Elchies  water ;  on  July  8,  on  the  Aberlour  House 


water,  Mr.  McKenzie,  fisherman,  killed  a  grilse  of  41b., 
and  on  July  10  another  of  the  same  weight. — J.  M. 

Storr  Loch. — Out  from  the  Royal  Hotel,  Portree, 
on  July  11,  Mr.  F.  M.  Townsend  had  a  basket  of  thirty- 
two  trout,  171b.,  heaviest  fish  IJlb. — C.  McLaren. 

Tongue  Hotel.  —  Fishing  from  this  hotel  the 
following  catches  of  trout  have  been  had  : — On  July  7, 
Mr.  Brown  had  thirty -nine,  141b.;  Mr.  Kirkbride, 
fourteen,  61b.,  and  one  salmon  of  111b.  ;  Mr.  and  Miss 
Trousdale,  twelve,  51b.  On  July  8,1  Mr.  Brown  had 
twenty-two,  91b. ;  Mr.  Bourne,  thirty,  14Jlb.  ;  Mr.  and 
Miss  Trousdale,  nineteen,  51b. ;  Mr.  Kirkbride,  twenty, 
121b. ;  Mr.  Swan,  seven,  51b. ;  Mr.  Rudyard,  81b.  On 
July  9,  Mr.  Bourne  had  twenty-three,  91b. ;  Mr.  Brown, 
twenty,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Yarborough,  twelve,  41b. ;  Mr. 
Kirkbride,  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  Swan,  eight,  31b.  On  July  10, 
Mr.  Bourne  had  fourteen,  4 jib. ;  Mr.  Kirkbride, 
thirteen,  61b. ;  Mr.  Brown,  twenty-six,  91b. ;  Mr.  and 
Miss  Trousdale,  fourteen,  51b.  On  July  11,  Mr.  Brown 
had  nineteen,  81b.  ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Trousdale,  thirteen, 
5Jlb. ;  Mr.  Kirkbride,  ten,  BJlb. ;  Mr.  Rudyard,  nine, 
41b. ;  Mr.  Swan,  sixteen,  71b. ;  Mr.  Yarborough,  fifteen, 
61b. ;  Mr.  Bourne,  thirty-one,  131b.  On  July  12,  Mr. 
Brown  had  twenty-six,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Rudyard,  twenty- 
three,  91b. ;  Mr.  Bourne,  thirty,  15lb. ;  Mr.  Yarborough, 
one  salmon  of  51b. ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Trousdale,  twenty- 
three,  91b. — M.  MacInnes. 

Tweed.  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
The  weather  keeps  very  dull  and  sultry,  and  lots  of 
thunder  about  locally  has  spoilt  trout  fishing  con- 
siderably. However,  a  few  good  baskets  have  been 
had  on  the  Tweed.  On  July  10,  Mr.  J.  Hogg  had  71b. ; 
Mr.  Stewart,  41b. ;  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  3Jlb.  On  the  11th, 
Mr.  J.  Robson,  81b. ;  Mr.  J.  Thompson,  131b.  On  the 
14th,  Mr.  J.  Hogg,  31b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Thompson,  41b. ;  Mr. 
J.  Wilson,  41b.  The  Kelso  Angling  Association  held  a 
competition  on  Monday,  July  14,  but  the  takes  were 
very  poor.  The  prize  winners  were  as  follows : — Ist, 
H.  Davidson,  lib.  15oz.  ;  2nd,  Mr.  Jas.  Chisholm, 
lib.  lOoz. ;  3rd,  Mr.  R.  D.  Ormiston,  lib.  2oz. ;  4th, 
Mr.  A.  G.  Cameron,  14oz. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Baun  and  Tributaries. — Some  showers  of  rain 
fell  over  the  catchment  basin  of  this  river  in  the  past 
week,  but  they  were  not  heavy  enough  to  cause  a  flood 
in  any  of  the  tributaries  that  are  now  much  too  low 
and  clear  for  fish  to  ascend.    The  main  stream  has 


fallen  a  few  inches,  but  it  is  yet  high  enough  to  keep 
the  shallowest  casts  in  order.  The  run  of  grilse  con- 
tinues to  come  in  from  the  sea,  but  a  large  proportion 
remains  in  the  brackish  water  where  many  are  being 
taken  in  the  nets.  One  of  the  largest  salmon  caught 
in  the  Banu  for  many  years  was  taken  in  the  net  at 
New  Ferry,  four  miles  above  Fortglcnono.  It  was 
a  male  fish  and  scaled  5Glb.  Baskets  of  brown 
trout  have  been  taken  at  all  the  stations  on  the  dry 
fly.  There  were  few  anglers  on  the  middle  and  upper 
sections,  but  all  that  were  got  fish.  Mr.  Bishop  took 
three  grilse,  51b.,  Gib.,  and  7lb.  ;  Mr.  F.  Dawson,  one 
salmon,  S.Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  H.  Coates,  sixteen  trout,  141b., 
on  the  Kilrea  reach.  Mr.  G.  Nagle  and  Captain  Pole, 
from  one  boat,  caught  seventeen  fish  from  IGJlb.  to 
51b.  ;  Major  Mocorkel,  twelve  salmon  and  grilse,  from 
121b.  to  5Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson,  thirteen  salmon 
and  grilse,  from  lOJlb.  to  5Jlb.  on  the  Caronroe  section. 
— Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — Trout  fishing  does  not 
show  much  improvement.  Fishing  a  private  water 
on  July  13,  Mr.  R.  B.  Andrews  killed  two  trout, 
2lb.  and  61b.  respectively  on  the  minnow.  On  the 
Mountain  stream  Mr.  Harry  Wildridge  the  same  day 
had  four  dozen  small  trout. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  River  (co.  Cork). — Commander  W. 
Steward,  R.N.,  at  Lismore,  had  ten  grilse  and  salmon 
during  the  week.  On  July  12  he  landed  five  nice  fish, 
other  anglers  on  same  water  are  doing  well.  On  the 
upper  waters  sport  is  on  the  decline  owing  to  want  of 
rain. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.  —  The  Blackwater  and 
Ballinderry  are  in  fine  order  for  trouting.  On  the 
former  fair  trout-fishing  was  had  on  the  Benburb 
reaches  since  last  notes,  and  several  salmon  have  been 
killed.— J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  Some 
splendid  salmon  have  been  captured  on  the  Erne. 
Captain  Cliff  landed  five  salmon  and  grilse,  weighing 
from  91b.  to  61b.  ;  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike,  four,  weighing  from 
131b.  to  41b.  ;  Mr.  D.  E.  Glynn,  four,  of  131b.,  81b., 
81b.,  and  61b. ;  Mr.  John  Stone,  three,  of  201b.,  161b., 
and  101b. ;  Mr.  Calvert,  a  beautiful  fresh-run  salmon, 
weighing  241b.,  on  July  12.  This  is  the  largest 
salmon  captured  on  the  Erne  by  rod  and  line  so  far 
this  season.  Mr.  Calvert  caught  another  salmon,  of 
71b. ;  Mr.  George  Davies,  one,  of  151b. ;  and  Mr.  J.  Hone, 
five,  weighing  from  141b.  to  71b. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 
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Lee  (co.  Cork). — Biver  is  now  getting  almost  too 
low,  and  rain  is  much  needed.  The  tidal  waters  are 
weU  stocked  with  salmon  and  grilse,  but  are  unable 
to  gee  to  the  upper  waters. — W.  Hatnks  &  Son. 

Lon^h  Corrib. — As  the  ^lay  Fly  season  is  over, 
fishing  for  the  last  fortnight  has  been  confined  chiefly 
to  casting  with  the  artificial  fly  and  trolling.  On 
July  3,  Mr.  Doig,  casting,  caught  a  fine  grilse  of  71b. 
On  the  4th,  trolling,  he  caught  three  trout,  weighing 
7Jlb.,  C|lb.,  and  2^1b.  each,  and  on  the  5th,  a  pike 
weighing  27|lb.  Another  angler  on  same  day  killed  a 
pike  said  to  weigh  321b.  Mr.  Breese,  on  the  4th,  got 
a  grilse  on  the  Phantom;  and  on  the  11th,  Mr. 
Gascoigue  a  trout  weighing  61b. — S.  B.  D. 

Loughs  Corrib  and  Mask  (Cong). — Fishing 
above  waters  from  "  Clonbur  "  continues  good  ;  the 
largest  basket  on  the  fly  was  made  by  Mr.  Bailey,  on 
July  14,  half-a-dozen  trout  weighing  131b.  Mr.  Belfield 
has  landed  the  largest  pike  of  the  season  weighing 
351b.  ;  it  has  been  sent  for  preservation. — J.  A.  J. 

Longli  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Last  week  over  500  sea  trout  were  had  by  a  dozen  boats. 
Mr.  Eden,  on  one  day,  twanty-three  sea-trout ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Johnson  Owen,  seventeen  sea-trout  on 
Friday  and  fifteen  on  Saturday,  besides  a  nice  lot  of 
brown  trout ;  Mr.  Smith  a  dozen  sea-trout  on  one  day  ; 
Major  Cresswell  eighteen  on  one  day;  Mr.  J.  V.  G. 
Coster  and  Mr.  J.  Oliver  Miles,  in  five  days,  forty-one 
sea-trout  and  sixty  brown  trout ;  Mr.  Smith  fifteen 
sea-trout  on  one  day  and  several  brown  trout.  Other 
anglers  out  from  the  Bayview,  Butler's  Arms,  and 
Southern  Hotels  also  had  good  sport. — T.  J.  D. 

Longh  Melvin. — Some  fine  glllaroo  and  brown 
trout  fishing  was  enjoyed  during  the  past  week  by 
Messrs.  Miller,  Kelly,  Hynes,  Curran,  and  Kennedy, 
having  taken  a  number  of  baskets  of  gillaroos  and 
brown  troutf  many  of  the  trout  taken  weighing  lib., 
IJlb.,  and  21b.  each.  Mr.  G.  Mclntyre  caught  a  grilse 
of  Gib.  on  11th  inst.,  and  Mr.  P.  Grimes  landed  three 
fine  trout  during  the  past  week  {salmo  ferox)  of  6§lb., 
41b.,  and  41b.  The  latter  fish  were  caught  trolling. — 
M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Uonme  (Kewtownstewart,  co.  Tyrone).— The 
Mourne  is  in  splendid  order.  Salmon  and  grilse  are 
running  up,  and  sport  is  improving.  This  week  the 
following  fish  were  killed: — Colonel  Smyth,  one 
salmon,  81b.;  John  Sweeney,  one  salmon,  9lb.  ; 
Ciptain  Williams,  one  101b.  ;  Major  Frizer,  one  61b.; 
Colonel  Delacherois,  who  was  fishing  the  Bann  last 
week,  and  Major  Cumberland  are  due  this  week  at 
Newtownstewart. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina).  —  Water  in  good  order.  Mr. 
Aothony  had  one  fish,  and  Mr.  Haddock  one  and  lost 
three.  Mr.  Scroop  killed  five  on  July  13,  and  all  the 
rods  on  the  river  had  good  sport.  Mr.  Garvey  killed 
four  fish  on  Captain  Perry's  water,  Mr.  Timlin  had 
two,  and  trout  fishers  are  having  good  sport.  Pishing 
on  the  lake  is  fair,  some  large  trout  being  killed  on 
the  fly. — John  Devebs. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Sport  on  river  good  and  plenty  of  grilse  and 
Eea  trout.  Col.  Knoxbrown  twenty  grilse,  1271b. ;  Mr. 
J.  ScroDp  seventeen  grilse,  931b.  ;  Mr.  John 
Garvey  ten  grilse,  571b  ;  Mr.  Brown  eight  grilse,  461b.  ; 
Mr.  Perry  Knox  Gore  thirteen  grilse,  7ilb. ;  Mr.  C. 
Graham,  in  one  day,  had  forty-five  sea  (rout,  311b. 
Trout  fishing  on  the  Loughs  poor  ;  a  good  many  jack 
being  git,  largest  251b.  Killing  fli^s,  Husfa's  and  the 
King.  Sir  A.  Palmer  nine  grilse,  581b. — Pat.  Heabnes. 

Kosses  (Bnngloe,  co.  Donegal). — The  Crolly  is 
in  fine  order,  and  salmon  continue  to  ascend  to  the 
lakes.  Dr.  Maguire  had  a  fiih  of  81b.;  Mr.  Steele  a 
grilse,  71b.,  and  Mr.  Tuke  three  sea  trout,  31b.,  21b.  and 
lib.  on  Loughanure.  -J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (CastleconnellK  —  On  Doonas?,  the 
fisherman  killed  two  peal,  4Jlb.,  51b.  On  Prospect 
Mr.  H.  G.  Duncalfe  killed  six  peal,  41b.,  4ilb.,  4|lb., 
6|lb.,  r;ib.,  6lb. ;  on  Newgarden  Mr.  S.  Cnpps  killed 
one  peal,  4Jlb. ;  Mrs.  Cripps,  one  peal,  7Jlb. ;  on 
Hermitage  tbe  fishermen  killed  two  peal,  5Jlb.,  71b.  ; 
on  Landscape  Mr.  E.  J.  Game  killed  one  peal,  CJlb. ; 
Lord  Louth,  one  peal,  41b.  Trout-fishing  keeps  pretty 
good.    John  Enrigh  i  A:  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Oerg  (Eillaloe).— Captain 
John  Bayly  got  fourteen  plump,  bright  grilse,  several 
of  them  up  to  01b.  and  71b.  this  week.  On  two 
mornings  that  he  went  out  at  six  o'clock  he  got 
two  grilse  before  breakfast.  On  July  14  Mr.  A.  H. 
Ballantine  killed  one  101b.  salmon,  and  on  the  15th 
one  121b.  salmon  and  two  grilse  of  61b.  and  51b. 
Several  other  fish  have  been  taken  by  English  visitors. 
— S.  J.  Hurley. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Plymouth.— There  is  still  plenty  of  sport  with  all 
kinds  of  spa  fish.  Some  very  large  pollack  have  been 
taken  during  the  week,  both  in  the  Sound  and  near 
the  Mew  Stone.  I  have  not  heard  of  so  many  bass 
this  week,  though  several  have  been  taken.  At  the 
pouting  pits  very  good  hauls  have  been  made,  both 
the  poutiog  and  blain  (locally  called  "blind")  have 
been  very  large.  We  take  them  on  chopstick  lines, 
fishing  close  to  the  bottom  with  hooks  baited  with 
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small  pieces  of  rag-worm.  The  night  fishermen  have 
been  doing  well  with  the  conger,  and  in  the  early 
morning  they  have  had  good  catches  of  mackerel.  I 
have  had  some  good  reports  from  Scilly,  where  the 
pollack  run  very  large.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to 
get  them  there  151b.  and  201b.  weight ;  a  dozen  or  so 
of  these  for  a  day's  catch  is  not  at  all  a  rare  occurrence. 
The  bait  that  is  found  best  is  the  Black  Challenger 
tied  on  eyed  hooks  of  a  good  size.  For  intending 
fishermen  who  would  like  to  try  the  sport  there  is  a 
regular  line  of  steamers  from  Penzance  to  the  Soilly 
Isles,  and  he  will  find  excellent  accommodation  at 
Holgate's  Hotel,  St.  Mary's,  Scilly,  which  overlooks 
the  sea  and  where  boats  can  easily  be  obtained. — Wm. 
Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — Fishing  from  boats  in  the  bay  has 
been  good,  dabs  and  plaice  being  plentiful,  but  not  so 
large  as  they  might  be.  The  fishing  from  the  West 
Pier  and  the  Marina  has  been  indifierent ;  the  water 
is  very  clear  and  the  finest  of  gear  is  a  necessity  ;  the 
scarcity  of  shrimps  may  possibly  account  for  the 
absence  of  fish  close  in.  Wind  easterly,  fresh. — Grey 
Mullet. 

Scarborough. — At  time  of  writing  fish  are  very 
abundant  in  the  bay — whiting,  gurnard,  flat  fish,  etc. — 
and  both  pier  and  boat  anglers  are  having  excellent 
sport.  Mackerel  are  about  due,  and  should  afford 
good  sport  during  next  month. — H. 

"WesTmouth. — At  the  breakwater  there  are  plenty  of 
bass  and  pollack  to  be  had,  as  well  as  pout.  About 
one  thousand  bass  were  netted  close  to  the  pier.  In 
the  harbour  bass  and  pollock  are  making  a  good  show, 
and  a  great  number  of  the  latter  have  been  taken. 
There  are  also  plenty  of  mullet  about,  but  not  on  the 
feed  yet.    Eels  are  well  on  the  go. — A.  G.  Rowell. 


JlssociaUons 

(Special  Meetings). 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  Monthly  Delegate  Meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  July  21st  at  8  p.m.  On  Thursday 
next,  July  24tih  a  musical  evening  will  be  held  at 
the  Blue  Anchor,  Chance-street,  Bathnal-green- 
roid,  Shoreditch,  E.,  at  8  p.m.  During  the  evening 
the  championship  shield  and  medals  will  be 
exhibited,  all  anglers,  whether  attached  or  otherwise, 
will  be  heartily  welcomed.  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray,  the 
honorary  secretary  of  the  championship  com- 
petitions, has  arranged  for  some  good  talent  on  this 
occasion.  I  hope  to  sse  many  of  our  members 
presjnt. — R.  G.  Woodrcff. 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

On  July  11  the  committee  met  for  the  first  time 
at  the  Oripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane,  E.C. 
Usual  business.  Three  grants  were  made  to  the 
amount  of  £15.  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks 
the  receipt  from  Walworth  Waltonians,  £2  6s.  9d. ; 
Woolwich  Bros.,  £1  Os.  3i. ;  Trout  Ramblers,  £1  6s.  ; 
South  Bermondsey  Pisoatorials,  17s.  Secretaries 
please  note  change  of  quarters. — S.  Malby,  Sec. 

City  of  London  Piscatohial  Society — 

A  pleasant  meeting  on  Tuesday  last  was  presided 
over — very  genially — -by  Mr.  John  Wacne,  whose 
fishing  report  included  bream  up  to  31b.,  and  a  very 
extensive  catch  of  roach — some  180  fish— from  Sud- 
bury, only  a  few,  however,  of  large  size.  Mr.  Fos- 
brooke  reported  capture  of  daoe  and  gudgeon,  and 
Mr.  T.  W.  Maynard  roach  and  perch,  Mrs.  Maynard 
taking  at  the  same  time  a  nice  chub  of  2^1o.  The 
secretary  reported  result  of  investigation  of  the  Essex 
Crouch — information  which  will  be  useful  in  the 
future.  The  question  of  amalgamation  of  the  two 
Associations  again  cropped  up,  and  was  amicably 
discussed,  the  meeting,  after  ttie  usual  toast,  closing 
with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

County  Palatine  Anglers'  Association— 

The  annual  event  of  the  above  took  place  on 
Saturday  last  in  the  Maccle£fie:d  Canal  at  Poynton. 
This  year  two  contests  have  been  joined  together, 
the  "Championship"  and  the  "Silver  Grid  Chal- 
lenge Cup"  Competitions;  a  grand  entry  was 
secured  of  569,  the  number  of  clubs  sending  teams 
being  fifty-eight.  Good  weather  prevailed,  but 
sport  was  of  a  moderate  kind.  Appended  are  the 
results: — "Championship":  1,  E.  Mason,  Boathouse 
A.  S.,  Gold  Medal  and  £2  10s. ;  2,  W.  Dyson,  Hulme 
Welcome,  Gold  Centre  Medal  and  £1  10s.;  3,  F. 
King,  Waltonians  A.  S.,  Silver  Medal  and  £L  ;  4,  G. 
Meachen ;  5,  F.  Smith  ;  6,  W.  Davenport ;  7,  C. 
Whitehurst ;  8,  F.  Smith  ;  9,  J.  E.  Williams  ;  10,  J. 
Harrop  ;  11,  W.  R.  Atkinson  ;  12,  W.  Ridgway  ;  13, 
R.  Pendlebury;  14,  J.  H.  Wallinorth ;  15,  W. 
Mason;  16,  F.  W.  Williamson;  17,  G.  Beddows; 
18,  J.  Berry  ;  19,  J.  H.  Lea  ;  20,  W.  Tilston.  "  Silver 
Grid  Challenge  Cup":  1,  Waltonians,  Ash  ton ;  2, 
Hulme  Welcome ;  3,  Salford  Social ;  4,  Duchy 
Pendleton  ;  5,  Boathousej  Irlam  ;  G,  Talbot,  Salford  ■ 
7,  Salford  Friendly ;  8,  Good  Jntont^  Ashton ;  9' 
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Good  Intent,  Manchester ;  10,  Larohford  Excelsior  ; 
11,  Moss  Side  Social;  12,  George,  Manchester. 
Fifty-one  clubs  weighed  in.— To.M  Duivbr,  Hon, 
Sec. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  Edward  J.  Gairdner  presided  on  Tuesday 
evening.  The  fly-casting  tournament  held  at 
Chesham  on  Saturday  proved  of  considerable  in- 
terest, the  contest  for  accuracy  and  delicacy  being 
the  more  attractive.  Three  competitors  were  suc- 
cessful in  placing  the  fly  upon  the  mark,  scoring 
the  maximum  of  points — no  mean  achievement,  as 
there  was  a  fish-tail  wind,  as  known  by  shooting 
men,  which  had  just  sufficient  effect  upon  the  fly 
and  tip  to  cast  it  often  feet  away  from  the  object,  so 
upsetting  the  best  calculations.  Some  of  the 
Society's  fly-casting  novices  acquitted  themselves 
well  in  both  competitions.  As  to  actual  fishing, 
Mr.  Chasteny  had  some  trout  from  Chesham  ;  Mr. 
Close,  one  of  lib.  15oz. ;  Mr.  A.  C.  Baker  a  12in.  fish 
returned.  Mr.  Gray  reported  taking  a  very  fine 
trout  from  private  water,  weighing  61b.  5oz.,  and  has 
been  sent  to  Cooper  and  Sons  for  preservation.  The 
chairman  had  half  dozen  good  bream.  Mr.  /erfass, 
from  off  the  coast  oE  Devon,  had  some  capital  sport 
with  pollack  of  3  to  41b.  each,  bream,  to  31b., 
small  conger,  some  bass  on  the  fly  rod,  and  a 
few  wrasse  and  mackerel.  Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders, 
roach  with  the  fly.  Mr.  Heed,  several  chub 
up  to  31b.  each.  Mr.  Gill  a  l^lb.  trout.  Mr. 
Eldred  roach  with  the  fly.  Reference  was  male  to 
the  polluted  state  of  the  river  Ouae  at  St.  Neots. 
Some  concern  was  felt  over  this,  as,  apart  from  its 
effect  to  the  angler,  it  may  represent  a  great  danger 
to  the  public,  the  more  so,  as  in  this  case  farmers 
are  compelled  to  water  their  stock  direct  from  the 
river  owing  to  scarcity  of  other  water  in  the  district, 
and  in  this  way  disease  may  be  generated  among 
the  cattle. — J.  H.  Walker,  Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  G.  Rayner  presided  over  our  meeting  on 
July  16.  The  treasurer  was  instructed  to  make 
certain  payments.  A  summoned  meeting  was  fixed 
for  Wednesday  next  (July  23)  to  decide  very  important 
business  re  renting  a  new  water.  All  members  are 
specially  requested  to  attend.  Reports  of  fishing 
continue  very  satisfactory ;  although  the  se  ison  is 
yet  young  members  have  recorded  no  less  than 
twenty  fish  above  specimen  standard.  Mr.  Rayner 
reported  that  during  a  holiday  on  the  Broads  he  had 
taken  lirge  numbers  of  fish — bream  up  to  31b  ,  roach 
l^lb.,  perch  and  rudd  l|lb.  Since  his  return  he  ha-i 
resorded  some  nice  tenon  and  bream  from  the  Lea 
— bast  brace  of  bream  41b.  9ciz.  and  41b.  7oz.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Hersant  has  taken  bream  up  to  4ilb.  from  the 
Lee.  Mr.  Jagels  a  number  of  pretty  roach,  and 
Mr.  H.  Dunn  some  good  class  dace  up  to  8Joz.  also 
from  the  Lee. — G.  W. 

PiscATOHiAL  Society — 

The  half-yearly  meeting  was  held  on  Monday, 
July  14,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  presiding.  The  only 
item  of  interest  was  the  passing  ot  a  resolution 
altering  the  rule  regarding  new  members,  and 
obviating  the  necessity  of  candidates  attending  a 
meeting  of  the  society  prior  to  being  put  forward 
for  election.  The  gold  medals  won  during  1901 
were  presented  to  the  winners,  the  following  gentle- 
men being  the  recipients  : — Messrs.  H.  H.  Brown, 
R.  Bradford  (two),  W.  G.  Fletcher,  C.  G.  Snowden, 

G.  Smith,  and  H.  P.  Thompson.  At  the  usual 
weekly  meeting  which  took  place  at  the  close  of  the 
half-yearly  gathering,  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  was 
chairman,  but  angling  reports  were  meagre.  Mr. 

H.  H.  Brown  spoke  o£  the  low  state  of  the  Colne, 
and  expressed  the  fear  that  the  depletion  ot  its 
waters  by  Artesian  wells,  etc.,  was  most  seriously 
affecting  the  river.  The  Colne  at  Radlett,  which 
the  society  once  rented,  was  now  absolutely  dry. 
The  Ver,  once  a  noted  trout  stream  close  by,  was  in 
a  sorry  plight,  and  the}'  all  knew  how  other  streams 
near  London  were  being  slowly  but  surely  ruined 
by  the  water  companies.  It  was  sad  to  see  such  a 
state  of  things,  but  until  the  water  supply  of  the 
metropolis  was  ^obtained  from  "foreign  parts"  by 
reservoirs,  or  some  other  means,  there  could  be  no 
improvement.  The  annual  sunsmsr  dinner  at  New- 
bury to-day  (Saturday)  is  being  heartily  supported. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  has  promised  to  send  down  a 
consignment  of  Dublin  prawns  to  form  an  item  in 
the  menu  if  the  same  can  be  procured  in  good  con- 
dition,—Hon.  Sec. 

South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List. — 
Members  of  societies  affiliated  to  the  above  list 
are  requested  to  notice  that  the  visits  are  suspended 
for  the  remainder  of  July  and  August.  The  South 
Bermondsey  Piscatorials  have  the  claim  for  the  next 
by  registering  their  support  to  the  Collingwood  A.S. 
on  Monday  last.  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  (pre-ident) 
occupied  tbe  chair,  and  a  large  number  of  clubs  were 
well  represented.  The  summer  outing  for  a  grand 
series  oi  prizes  will  be  held  at  Yalding  on  -July  20.  — 
A.  G.  Smith,  Hon.  Sec. 
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boilings  bg  t^e  i^ag. 

A  wild  goose  iirn-t'r  laid  a  tame  crjij. 


The  Wimbledon  Lake  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tourna- 
ment, which  was  to  have  been  held  on  Aug.  10,  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday,  Aug.  13,  as  the  latter  date 
is  considered  to  be  more  convenient  for  the  majority 
of  visitors  and  competitors.  Further  particulars  will 
be  given  in  cur  next  issue. 


The  last  number  of  the  "  Sussex  Piscatorial  Maga- 
zine," issued  quarterly  (price  Id.),  is  crammed  full  of 
very  interesting  matter,  not  only  to  members  of  the 
society,  but  to  anglers  generally.  It  leads  off  with 
the  news  that  one  of  its  vice-presidents  (Mr.  G.  M. 
Maryon-Wilson)  had  granted  a  day's  fishing  to  mem- 
bers (to  suit  their  individual  convenience)  at  Pilt 
Down  Pond,  a  finely-stocked  piece  of  water,  strictly 
preserved  for  the  owner's  personal  use. 

*  *  »  *  ♦ 

As  is  only  natural,  "the  committee  extend  a  very 
cordial  invitation  to  those  gentlemen  in  Sussex  who 
have  fishing  water  to  join  the  list  of  distinguished 
names,  who  support,  in  this  practical  way,  the  aims 
of  the  society.  The  facts  that  we  permit  no  Sunday 
fishing  ;  that  we  have  no  competitions  ;  that  no  dogs 
may  be  taken  by  members ;  and  that  it  is  one  of  the 
strictest  rules  that  no  dibris  or  litter  of  any  description 
be  left  about,  are  guarantees  that  privileges  granted 
to  the  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society  will  not  be  abused. 
It  is,  of  course,  clearly  understood  that  such  privileges 
are  reserved  strictly  to  members  of  iJte  society,  and 
that  no  '  friends  '  are  taken." 

Then  follows  "  A  Morning  with  the  Tench  in  the  Lye 
Farm  Ponds "  ;  an  account  of  the  annual  dinner ; 
"  Dry  Fly  Fishing,"  by  Dr.  SncU  ;  two  very  interest- 
ing and  instructive  papers  read  before  the  members  at 
the  social  reunion  by  Mr.  Hobbs  (of  Henley),  entitled 
"  Paternostering  for  Pike  "  and  "  Spinning  Plights  for 
Trout."  Some  humorous  illustrations  are  included, 
and  the  editor  (Mr.  W.  C.  F.  Gillam,  who  is  also  the 
courteous  hon.  sec.  of  the  Sussex  Piscatorials)  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  his  production. 


Aberystwyth  is  generally  considered  to  be  the  queen 
of  Welsh  watering  places,  and  the  tombstones  in  the 
burial  grounds  bear  witness  to  the  longevity  of  its 
inhabitants.  On  one  of  those,  to  the  memory  of  a 
smith  named  David  Davies,  who  died  in  1818,  are  the 
following  lines : — 

"  My  sledge  and  hammer  lie  reclined. 
My  bellows,  too,  have  lost  their  wind ; 
My  fire  extinct,  my  forge  decayed, 
And  in  the  dust  my  vice  is  laid, 
My  coal  is  spent,  my  iron's  gone, 
My  nails  are  drove,  my  work  is  done." 
Being  upwards  of  ninety-one  years  of  age  when  he 
departed  this  life,  he  must  have  had  a  very  sound  and 
strong  pair  of  bellows  to  commence  with.  He  appears 
to  have  had  but  one  vice.    Lucky  man  !    The  stone  is 
on  the  left  of  the  path  through  the  old  burial  ground 
on  the  way  from  the  town  to  the  Castle  bank. 


Angleks,  says  the  Glasgow  Daily  Record,  know  the 
habit  in  some  game  fishes  of  leaping  out  of  the  water, 
and  even  the  netsmen  know  it,  to  their  cost,  when  a 
shoal  of  plump  grey  mullet  follows  its  leader  over  the 
cork  floats  and  back  to  liberty.  This  is  not,  in  the 
world  of  waters,  confined  to  the  fishes,  for  many 
marine  mammals,  as  we  know,  take  similar  exercise 
This  inquiry  may,  however,  confine  itself  to  the  fishes, 
and  more  particularly  to  those  which,  like  salmon  and 
peal,  or  the  huge  tarpon  and  tuna,  of  the  east  and 
west  seaboards  respectively  of  America,  leap  when 
hooked.  Bass,  on  the  other  hand,  which  repeatedly 
leap  clear  of  the  water  when  feeding,  or  perhaps  when, 
like  salmon,  they  are  goaded  by  the  irritant  attacks  of 
the  hungry  sea-lice,  never  leap  when  hooked. 

***** 

Different,  too,  is  the  leaping  of  the  thresher  shark 
in  pursuit  of  its  prey,  or  of  the  laucce  and  brit  when 
escaping  from  the  jaws  of  their  greedy  enemies.  Is 
it  the  muscular  result  of  sheer  pain  that  causes  a  fish 
to  leap  when  hooked,  as  in  the  rabbit  that  jumps  in 
its  death  agony,  or  is  it  an  artifice  for  ridding  itself 
of  the  hook  ?  Personally,  says  a  writer  in  the 
"  Cornhill  Magazine,"  though  the  argument  rests  on 
homely  logic,  I  incline  to  the  latter  view,  if  only 
because  the  ruse  is  so  successful,  "^'et  there  is 
obviously  something  more  to  be  said  on  the  subject. 
Why  the  garfish  should  leap  only  when  hooked,  and 
why  the  bass,  well  able  to  spring  clear  of  the  water 
when  on  a  foraging  expedition,  should  never  resort  to 
this  simple  and  effective  means  of  foiling  its  captor 
is  and  must  remain  a  mystery. 


I  HEAB  that  my  old  friend  Cooksey,  of  "  Rainbow  " 
renown,  is  taking  over  the  Britannia  Hotel  at  Sheer- 
ness-on-Sea.  With  "  0."  at  the  head  of  affairs  sea 
anglers  should  have  a  good  time  of  it,  and  I  am  quite 
certain  they  will  be  well  looked  after  as  regards 
creature  comforts,  but  as  I  have  never  been  sea  fishing 
at  Sheerness  I  caonot  say  much  about  it.  Perhaps 
Mr.  Cooksey  will  let  me  know  what  is  doing  down  his 
way. 

'  Reader  "  sends  a  congratulatory  letter  re  the 
question  of  restocking  which  the  Gresham,  and,  in 
fact,  all  up-to-date  societies,  keep  constantly  in  view. 
The  late  Dr.  Day,  who,  in  1888,  responded  to  the 
toast,  "  Success  to  Pisciculture,"  at  the  Fly-Fishers' 
Club,  said:  "For  the  success  of  fish  culture  in  our 
fresh  waters  we  must  have  the  cordial  co-operation  of 
riparian  proprietors,  anglers,  scientific  fish  cullurists, 
and  legislators.  And  were  all  these  parties  t^  work 
together,  the  wants  of  anglers  and  of  the  public  would 
ba  well  met.  Separate  the  interests  of  one  from 
another,  and  disaster  must  result — it  is  only  in  union 
that  success  is  to  be  found.  Those  whom  I  see  around 
this  festive  board  know  how  to  lure  to  their  destruction 
the  wary  trout,  the  wicked  pike,  the  lordly  salmon, 
and  the  elegant  grayling.  Healthy  occupations,  not 
only  replete  with  interest  and  excitement,  but  con- 
ducive to  friendly  feelings  with  our  neighbourj,  and 
in  fact  with  all  mankind.  Anglers  can  afford  to  smile 
with  pity  on  the  philosopher  (who  was  an  unsuccess- 
ful fisherman)  when  he  defined  fishing  as  a  fool  at 
one  end  of  a  rod  and  a  worm  at  the  other.  An  older 
and  not  less  accomplished  writer,  the  Spaniard,  John 
Valdesso,  more  correctly  remarked  that  rivers  and  the 
inhabitants  of  fresh  waters  were  made  for  wise  men  to 
contemplate,  but  for  fools  to  pass  by  without  a  thought. 
The  interests  of  fish  culturists  and  anglers  are  closely 
united  ;  one  rears  the  fish  which  the  other  captures 
when  sufticiently  large.  May  those  who  follow  these 
two  occupations  continue  on  the  same  amicable  terms 
in  the  future  as  in  the  past." 


Some  affirm,  For  lively  sport 

You  may  go  to  nca,  sir ; 
I  would  say — I  mean  no  ill — 

Rather  go  to  Dee,  sir  ; 
Taste  is  all;  let  all  who  will 

Sojourn  at  the  seaside, 
I — fexcuse  my  icant  of  taste — 

By  far  prefer  the  Deeside. 

Some  affirm,  No  fishing  can 

Be  e'er  compared  to  bottom  ; 
Others,  and  among  them  I, 

The  top's  the  place  to  pot  'em ; 
Yet  when  all  is  said  and  done, 

Your  success  the  test  is ; 
Whichever  you  can  do  the  best. 

That  for  you  the  best  is. 

— CoTSWOLD  ISYS  in  "  Lyra  Piscatoria.' 


Willie  :  "  Aunty,  what  do  they  call  the  man  who 
hunts  up  the  taxes?"  Aunt  Sarah:  "Taxidermist, 
my  darling,  because  he  skins  everybody." 


Frekch  anglers  do  the  thing  handsomely,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  abridged  account — translated 
from  the  Bordeaux  journal  La  Gironde — of  a  contesc 
which  took  place  on  July  0  in  connection  with  the 
Societe  des  Pecheurs  a  la  ligne  de  Bordeaux  : — "  On 
the  day  in  question  a  small  steamer  was  requisitioned 
to  convey  some  400  piseators  and  their  friends  to 
Castets-en-dorthe  for  the  annual  concours.  An  early 
start  was  made,  the  boat  getting  under  way  at  5.15  a.m. 
When  the  rendezvous  was  reached  the  excursionists 
were  greeted  with  the  firing  off  of  bombs.  On  landing 
they  were  received  by  the  mayor  and  councillors, 
marched  under  an  arc  de  triomphe  on  which  was 
emblazoned  '  Honour  to  the  Anglers,'  the  Marseillaise 
being  sung  vigorously  the  while.  Trumpeters  headed 
the  procession,  and  a  body  of  youthful  Bordelaise  took 
second  place.  The  route  to  the  canal,  where  the 
contest  was  to  take  place,  was  lined  with  crowds  of 
sightseers.  At  9.30  a.m.  two  shots  fired  from  a  cannon 
gave  the  signal  to  begin.  The  competitors  were  pegged 
down  four  metres  (say  thirteen  feet)  apart. 

***** 

Two  hundred  and  fifty  men  and  twenty-eight  ladies 
took  part  in  the  affair,  and  for  two  hours  the  piscatorial 
battle  waged  furiously.  At  11  30  a.m.  the  firing  of  a 
gun  announced  the  serious  business  at  an  end.  The 
takes  (the  varieties  of  fish  arc  not  stated)  were  weighed, 
and  totalled  35  livres— equal  to  nearly  38lb.  English. 
One  angler  had  110  grammes  (a  gramme  is  15J  grains 
troy),  another  45  grammes,  and  a  third  20  grammes  I 
Thereafter  some  contented  themselves  with  picnicking, 
whilst  others,  to  the  number  of  100,  attended  an  official 
banquet  in  the  town  hall,  where  there  was  much 
speechifying  and  toasting.  Then  came  the  presentation 
of  prizes  and  a  triumphant  march  back  to  the  steamer, 
the  visitors  departing  amid  the  waving  of  handker- 
chiefs, hats,  umbrellas,  and,  in  fact,  anything  which 
could  be  flourished."  The  report  adds :— "  It  was  a 
wonderful  trip.  The  President  of  the  Republic  him- 
self might  come  to  Castets-en-dorthe  but  would  not  ba 
more  enthusiastically  received." 


Mb.  Balfour  once  wound  up  an  address  by  putting 
on  the  fairy  wishing  cap.  "  If  I  could  wish  for  some 
earthly  gift  to  be  given  by  a  fairy  to  an  infant  whom  I 
loved,  my  first  wish  would  be  that  under  no  circum- 
stances should  the  child  be  under  any  temptation  to 
become  a  politician.  That  would  be  my  negative 
request.  But  I  should  ask  the  fairy  to  give  the  child 
an  omnivorous,  universal,  and  insatiable  curiosity  to 
know  everything  that  can  be  known — that  he  should 
look  at  learning  and  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  as 
the  great  delight  of  his  life ;  for,  believe  me,  it  is  one 
of  those  pleasures  which  last  longer  than  any  other. 
It  is  an  appetite  which  is  not  dulled  by  satiety,  which 
is  independent  of  changes  and  circumstances,  or  of 
the  love  or  dislike  of  your  fellow-men.  It  is  one, 
therefore,  which  every  wise  man  would  cultivate  for 
himself."  [Now  surely  our  new  Prime  Minister,  fond 
as  he  is  of  golfing,  must  have  forgotten  angling  !  ] 


"Two  perfectly-formed  chickens  have  been  hatched 
out  of  a  double-yolked  egg  at  Saltash,  Cornwall." 
Have  they?  Then  why  did  not  "  Noss  Mayo,"  who 
lives  in  them  parts,  tell  me  all  about  it  ?  However, 
we  are  progressing,  as  they  say  in  military  parlance, 
"  at  the  double."  Therefore  go  and  fish,  and,  possibly, 
if  not  too  chicken-hearted,  you  may  get  double  takes. 


Master  C.  Eldridge  (aged  thirteen),  of  the  Rose 
and  Crown,  21,  Goswell-road,  fishing  at  Pulborough 
on  July  13.  caught  a  bream  of  31b.  14oz.  Perch  of 
21b.  4oz.  and  lib.  12oz.,  and  some  fine  roach  have  also 
been  taken  from  the  same  river.  Visitors  can  see  at 
the  Rose  and  Crown  the  bleak  that  took  the  champion 
prize  at  the  Fisheries'  Exhibition.  It  is  ten  inches  in 
length.  4 

TuE  sensational  performance  of  "  Looping  the  Loop,' 
which  has  been  deferred  on  two  occasions,  may  now  be 
looked  for  on  Tuesday  next  at  the  Royal  Aquarium. 
The  performer  left  New  York  in  the  Etruria  on  Satur-  . 
day,  July  12,  and  is  therefore  expected  to  rehearse  on 
Monday  next,  and  make  his  first  public  appearance  in 
Europe  on  Tuesday  at  the  Aquarium.  : 


Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley,  of  Abbey  View,  Killaloe,  Ireland, 
sends  me  the  following.    Evidently  he  is  as  fond  of 
flowers  as  he  is  of  his  tame  otters  and  cormorants. 
Roses  of  July. 

Red  as  the  wine  of  fourteen  ages, 

Y'ellow  as  gold  of  the  sunbeams  spun. 
Pink  as  the  gowns  of  Aurora's  pages. 

White  as  the  robe  of  the  Sinless  One. 
Sweeter  than  Araby's  winds  that  blow — 
Roses,  roses,  I  love  you  so  ! 
Crowning  the  altar  where  vows  are  spoken, 

Cradling  the  form  that  is  still  and  cold. 
Symbol  of  joy  and  love's  last  token, 

Telling  the  story  that  never  grows  old. 
Spirits  of  beauty,  whom  none  debar. 
Know  ye,  I  wonder,  how  fair  ye  arc? 

Glory  of  Monarch,  in  palace  royal, 
Queenliest  charmers  of  all  the  place  : 

Blooming  for  peasant,  tender  and  loyal, 
Bending  to  kiss  his  toil-stainsd  face. 

Dear  roses,  born  but  to  hies?. 

Yield  me  your  secret  of  loveliness ! 


1 


I 


A  Few  That's. 


Tbnkyson  could  take  a  sheet  of  paper  and  write  a 
poem  on  it  worth  £1000— That's  Genius.  Rothschild 
can  write  a  few  words  on  a  piece  of  paper  and  make  it 
worth  £1,000,000— That's  Capital.  A  mechanic  can 
take  a  piece  of  metal  worth  a  lew  shillings  and  make 
it  into  watch  springs  worth  £600— That's  Skill.  A 
man  can  run  a  business  and  not  advertise— That's 
Foolishness.  A  man  can  in  business  appear  indepen- 
dent of  his  customers— That's  Madness. 


"  A  Leeds  chimney  sweep,  George  Liley,  is  stated  to 
be  heir  to  £275,000.  He  was  discovered  some  months 
ago  by  a  firm  of  solicitors,  and  told  he  was  to  come  into 
a  large  fortune.  Liley,  who  is  the  son  of  a  policeman, 
wisely  refuses  to  relinquish  his  '  sweepship  '  till  he 
handles  the  money."  In  the  window  of  the  London 
offices  of  the  Yorkshire  Weekly  Post  (in  Fleet-street) 
last  Saturday  I  noticed  on  a  double-crown  poster  in  red 
ink  and  very  bold  type  the  following  announcement:— 
"  Clean  Sweep  in  Leeds  !  " 

I  must  ask  Carter-Platts  the  meaning  of  this  state- 
ment. Have  the  Leeds  C.C.  opened  some  new  baths 
and  wash-houses,  or  can  it  be  Liley  that  is  referred 
to  ?  Y''et  no  ;  Liley  has  not  yet  become  spotless  and 
"fair  "as  the  proverbial  "lily,"  for  he  refuses  to 
relinquish  his  "sweepship"  till  he  handles  the  money. 

In  accordance  with  immemorial  custom,  the  cere- 
mony of  blesting  the  sea  wjs  performed  on  July  13  at 
the  fishing  village  of  Camaret,  near  Brest.  This  is 
done  in  the  hope  that  the  sea  will  spare  the  fishermen 
who  toil  in  its  waters,  Dragnet. 


July  19,  1902 


THE  FISHINCI  (IAZP:TTE 


01 


Pfovineial  flfiglifig  flotes 

must  arrive  bij  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

i    .FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  annual  contest  in  connection  with  the  Bir- 
mingham Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  took  place  on 
Saturday  afternoon  last  in  the  canal  at  Penkridge,  by 
the  kind  permission  of  Lord  Hatherton  and  several 
other  landowners.  Two  special  trains  were  chartered, 
which  conveyed  near  upon  1000  members  and  friends 
to  the  contest.  Eight  hundred  and  sixty-three  con- 
testants sat  down  to  compete  for  the  prizes  and  silver 
challenge  cup  and  special  medal.  The  takes  of  fish  were 
good  considering  the  brightness  of  the  weather.  The 
following  are  the  first  twelve  prize  winners  in  the  order 
named : — F.  Carleas,  Izaak  Walton  ;  Mr.  Moxom,  Aston 
Park  ;  Mr.  Powers,  All  Saints  ;  Mr.  Hudson,  Dog  and 
Partridge;  Mr.  Ferrell,  West  End  ;  W.  Barton,  High- 
gate  Park ;  Mr.  Guillham,  The  Gun ;  Mr.  Vate, 
Convivial ;  Mr.  Jones,  Latimer ;  Mr.  Summerfield, 
Imperial;  Mr.  Ballingfr,  Bellbarn  ;  and  Mr.  Spragg, 
Prospect.  Messrs.  Bagley,  Egerton,  Fitter,  and 
Atkins  acted  as  referees ;  and  with  the  assistance  of 
the  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Rabone,  and  the  committee,  the 
contest  was  carried  out  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned.  The  winner's  weight  was  lib.  lljoz. 
On  the  day  previous  to  tha  contest  a  roach 
weighing  2Jlb.  was  taken  from  this  canal.  The 
St.  Paul's  Society  fished  theic  annual  contes-t  on 
July  13  at  Upton-on-Severn.  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  members  competed.  The  club  went  by  rail  to 
Worcester,  and  then  by  boat  to  Upton.  A  very  enjoy- 
able day  was  spent,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
members  succeeded  in  taking  fish.  The  chief  prize- 
winners are  in  the  order  named  : — Messrs.  A.  Price, 
C.  Cabley,  W.  Piper,  C.  Lovridge,  T.  S.  Sutton,  E. 
HoUoway,  E.  Wheeler,  P.  Heritage,  G.  Tabberner,  etc. 
The  prizes,  to  the  value  of  £30,  will  be  distributed  at 
a  special  meeting,  when  the  usual  concert  will  be 
held.  Sport  has  been  good  on  the  Avon  and  Severn. 
Some  good  bream  and  roach  have  been  taken  from 
the  former  river,  and  a  number  of  chub  have  been 
taken  from  the  latter  river.  The  dace  and  roach  have 
been  going  well  at  the  maggot.  Some  of  our  canals 
have  provided  good  sport,  and  the  Stratford  Canal 
has  been  well  patronised. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Angling  in  the  Fen  district  has  been  prosecuted 
with  much  success.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Grand  Sluice  at  Boston  stones  of  fish  have  been  cap- 
tured. In  the  Chapel  Hill  district  acglers  have  not 
done  quite  so  well.  Several  nice  lots  of  roach  have 
been  taken  in  good  condition.  The  Kirkstead  and 
Tattershall  districts  have  probably  furnished  the  best 
sport.  The  Mount  Pleasant,  the  Hobhole,  and  the 
Bellwater  drains  have  each  furnished  some  nice  lots 
of  bream  and  tench.  Forty-foot  subscribers  are  having 
a  fairly  gcod  time  at  Doningttn  Bridge. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  is  now  in  very  nice  order,  and  the 
Driffield  Canal  and  other  tributaries  are  in  first-class 
trim  for  either  trout  or  coar=e  fish  angling,  the  rains 
of  the  past  week  having  materially  benefited  most 
waters ;  and  in  the  tidal  waters  at  Hull  Bridge, 
down  to  Dunswell,  roach  are  now  taking  both  paste 
and  maggot  freely ;  another  big  event  from  Hull 
took  place  on  the  river  Ancholme,  at  Fertiby 
Sluice,  on  Saturday,  July  5,  being  the  Hull  and 
District  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Associations'  annual 
charity  match,  and  Challenge  Shield  Competition ; 
three  hundred  and  eighty  anglers  and  their 
friends  availed  themselves  of  the  pleasant  excuroion 
up  the  river  Humber,  from  Hull  to  the  Sluice,  and 
out  of  which  two  hundred  and  sixty  anglers  entered 
the  competition,  and  twenty-five  teams  of  the  affiliated 
clubs  competed  for  the  Challenge  Shield,  and  after 
a  spirited  competition  of  about  2J  hours  Messrs.  Holmes 
and  Sons'  club  secured  the  shield  for  this  season  with 
an  aggregate  catch  of  41b.  3oz.,  the  North  Myton 
Angling  Association  being  second  with  31b.  laj^oz. ;  and 
the  West  Hull  Angling  At  suciation  third  with  3lb.  5oz.  ; 
and  in  the  match  Mr.  B.  H.  iiarlow  was  first  piize- 
winner.  The  Osborne  and  Victoria  Angling  Clubs 
held  a  combined  sweepstakes  oa  tte  river  Hull,  at 
Wheelferry,  on  July  7  vvhca  Mr.  W.  H.  Barker  se- 
cured the  first  prize.  The  I'niversal  Angling  Associa- 
tion will  hold  their  annual  excursion  and  open 
angling  match,  cn  the  river  Ancholme,  at  Ferriby 
iSluice,  on  August  Bank  Holiday. 

f  FROM  LANCASHIRE, 

The  open  All  England  match  at  Worsley  attracted 
an  entry  of  187.  Tha  official  account  gives  the  winner 
at  Worsley  as  Mr.  C.  Wood,  the  other  thirteen  prizes 
vent  for  very  fair  weights.  To-day  at  Worsley 
the  Junior  Championship  is  being  decided,  and  a 
good  entry  has  been  obtiined.  Mr.  F.  L.  Basker- 
ville  will  1>6  in  charge  of  this  interesting  event. 
In  the  Northwich  disttict  some  really  good  fish  are 


being  recorded.  Bream  to  3Jlb.  perch  lib.,  and  good 
roach.  The  Dixon  Green  Angling  Society  are  fishing 
a  match  at  Barton  to-day.  The  half-yearly  report 
of  the  Warrington  Anglers'  Association  was  presented 
on  the  16th.  The  total  of  members  of  every  kind  is 
C56,  one  item  of  this  total  is  9  aged  free  members. 
Our  river  reports  continue  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
Although  the  Wyre  and  Ribble  are  both  freshened  by 
recent  rains,  they  are  not  fishing  well,  and  the  Lune 
is  suffering  again  from  a  large  growth  of  "  vegetation." 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  report  of  the  competition  of  the  C.P.A.A.  on 
Saturday  last  is  not  to  hand.  The  Ardwick  A.S. 
were  at  Crowle  on  July  13,  and  disposed  of  all  their 
prizes,  Mr.  G.  Mather  taking  the  first.  To-day  the 
Bradford  Total  Abstainers,  Juvenile  Department, 
are  having  a  match  at  Strines,  offering  eighteen  prizes. 
A  local  rod  sends  word  of  a  good  catch  on  the  Moss 
Reach,  on  the  13th,  by  two  well-known  anglers, 
forty  fish  from  4oz.  upwards  and  all  taken  with 
potato  and  paste.  Another  city  rod  at  Llanymynech 
writes  in  cheerful  terms  of  his  brief  holiday  and  sport 
obtained.  The  Longsipht  Anglers'  Association  fished 
their  second  match  at  Irlam  last  Saturday,  and  again 
Mr  W.  H.  Frost  took  the  first  prize.  To-day  this  city 
is  being  well  represented  at  an  open  match  at 
Northwich. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  been  exceptionally  hot  during  the 
week,  and  anglers  have  not  fared  at  all  well.  The  river 
keeps  low  and  clcir,  and  the  rapid  growth  of  bottom 
weed  is'proving  most  annoying  especially  to  bank  fisher- 
men. Barbelling  has  claimed  attention  at  Colwick, 
Holme  Pierrepont,  Wilford,  and  Fiskerton,  and  the 
takes  have  undoubtedly  improved.  At  Holme  Pierrepont 
on  Monday  (July  14\  Mr.  A.  Sewell  and  friend  hooked 
and  landed  upwards  of  a  score,  and  on  the  same 
waters  Mr.  Councillor  Jee,  J. P.,  and  others  have 
secured  occasional  fish.  They  preferred  the  worm  to 
either  gentles  or  caddis  grubs.  A  member  of  the  Beeston 
Society  has  tat  en  nire  or  ten  on  ledgering  tackle  below 
Beeston  Weirs,  and  decent  specimens  have  again  been 
shown  bv  punt  occnrant'.s  from  the  Wilford  Bridge 
swim.  Soort  generally  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
good  at  Shardlow  and  Cavendish  Bridge,  and  here  the 
fishery  would  fish  better  with  a  substantial  rise.  One 
in  fact  is  much  needed  just  now.  Fly  fishers  have 
late  in  the  evening  creeled  dace  and  chub  on  the 
shallows,  and  the  latter  are  daily  improving  in  con- 
dition. Plenty  of  small  eela  are  being  got  with  worm 
used  on  ledgering  tackle.  The  tributaries  Greet  and 
Dover  Beck  have  yielded  a  few  brace  of  trout,  but 
these,  like  the  Trent,  require  a  thorough  cleansing  out. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  water  in  all  the  rivers  is  very  clear,  but  in  the 
early  mornings  and  evenings  a  lot  of  fish  have  been 
taken.  Fishing  the  Severn  below  the  Diglis  weir,  Mr. 
E.  Hill,  on  three  successive  evenings,  caught  151b., 
201b.,  and  251b.  of  chub;  and  Messrs.  Oscar  Smith, 
H.  Shrimpton,  Pacey,  and  others  have  had  fine  sport 
higher  up  the  river  at  Camp  and  Holt  weirs  ;  among 
their  takes  were  some  good  trout.  At  Upton-on-Severn 
Mr.  E.  Draper  caught  with  the  worm  121b.  of  good 
perch,  and  Mr.  Patey  heavy  baskets  of  roach.  Trout 
fishing  has  been  indifferent  on  the  whole ;  in 
the  Teme  a  few  brace  have  been  taken.  Grayling 
have  given  more  sport  than  the  trout.  The  Worcester 
United  Working  Men's  Club  had  a  competition 
at  Twyning  Fleet  on  the  Avon,  when  upwards 
of  fifty  competed.  The  "  Berkeley  Arms  "  Club  went 
by  steamboat  to  Lenchford  on  the  Severn  to  fish 
their  first  contest  on  July  13,  Mr.  T.  Dawson 
taking  first  prize.  The  St.  John's  Angling  Club 
have  their  annual  outing  on  July  24  at  Hampstall. 
Some  fine  catches  of  fish  are  just  recorded  :  Mr.  A. 
Coombs  four  dozen  fine  roach  and  dace  at  Upton-on- 
Severn  ;  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs  and  a  friend  some  perch  and 
large  eels;  another  angler  201b.  of  chub  at  Diglis 
Weir. 

FROM  YORK:i!AND -DISTRICT. 

A  number  of  clubs  have  held  their  opening  matches 
of  the  season  within  the  past  week.  The  members  of 
the  Fulford  Friendly  journeyed  to  West  Cottingwith, 
and  fished  near  the  Park.  Clifton  A.  A.  also  visited 
West  Cottingwith  on  Monday,  July  14,  and 
experienced  fairly  good  catches.  Twenty-two  men 
fithed,  and  301b.  represented  the  total  weight  of  fish 
caught.  J.  H.  Cooper  showed  the  way  for  the  Loeman 
Road  Working  Men's  A.C.  in  the  same  waters  on 
July  12,  when  twenty-nine  went  to  the  scales.  Mr. 
S.  Sampson  permitted  the  Poppleton  Maypole  A.S.  to 
try  their  luck  at  Poppleton,  when  eleven  anglers  came 
out  well,  Arthur  Walker  having  the  biggest  catch.  It 
has  been  discovered  recently  on  the  Wharfe,  between 
Tadcaater  and  Kirkby  Wharfe,  Ulleskelf,  that  many 
thousands  of  fish  have  been  destroyed  by  the  pollution 
of  the  water.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  Kirkby, 
salmon,  dace,  barbel,  chub,  and  roach  are  all|floating 
dead. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Good  sport  has  been  had  on  Lough  (Jurrane  both  at 
sea  and  brown  trout.  The  same  applies  to  the  Waterville 
Upper  Lakes.  At  Killarney  brown  trout  gave  gener- 
ally good  sport.  On  the  Liune  a  few  salmon  have 
been  had.  At  Glencar  (co.  Kerry)  salmon  angling  hau 
been  poor,  but  on  tha  lakes  brown  trout  gave  good 
sport.  At  the  last  monthly  meeting  of  the  Killarney 
Fishery  Conservators,  Mr.  Hensey,  the  local  inspector, 
reported  that  on  the  3rd  February  last  a  spent  salmon 
caught  at  Caragh  Lake  was  put  back  in  the  water  with 
a  little  plate  attached  to  the  adipose  fin  which  bore 
the  mark  D1422.  The  fish  then  weighed  9lb.  On 
June  24  it  was  taken  again  by  the  netsmon  in  the 
McGillycuddy's  fishery,  Caragh  lake,  and  had  firmly 
the  plate  in  its  fin  as  at  first  attached.  It  was  in  fine 
condition,  and  turned  the  scale  at  151b.  Soa  angling 
has  been  giving  fine  sport  at  pollack. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 


The  usual  monthly  delegate  meeting,  held  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Covent  Garden,  was  attended  by 
representatives  from  a  large  number  of  club'i.  Mr.  C. 
A.  Medcalf,  president,  occupied  the  chair,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Elsmore,  vice-chairman.  The  secretary  reported  a  very 
large  and  gratifying  increase  in  the  issue  of  privilege 
tickets,  greatly  in  excess  of  the  current  month  of  last 
season.  It  was  unanimously  agreed  to  send  a  letter  of 
condolence  and  sincere  sympathy  to  the  widow  and 
family  of  the  late  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J. P.,  for  many 
years  the  esteemed  chairman  of  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society.  It  was  also  decided,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Levien,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burkett,  to 
send  the  usual  annual  donation  of  ten  guineas  to 
Mr.  H.  W.  Higgins,  hon.  sec.  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  in 
furtherance  of  the  good  work  of  that  excellent 
society.  The  meeting  was  honoured  with  a 
visit  from  Mr.  Henry  Elmslie,  an  Australian 
angler,  who  came  armed  with  a  warm  letter  of  intro- 
duction from  the  Victorian  Fish  Protection  and 
Anglers'  Club  of  Melbourne.  Mr.  Elmslie  was  accorded 
the  heartiest  welcome  possible  by  the  delegates,  and 
unanimously  elected  a  life  honorary  member,  and 
in  reply  heartily  thanked  those  present  for  the 
very  cordial  greeting,  also  giving  many  interesting 
particulars  of  the  fishing  obtainable  in  Australian 
waters,  the  work  of  his  society,  and  some  of  the  diffi- 
culties they  have  to  contend  with  ;  his  impression  was 
that  the  fishing  there  would  be  greatly  improved  if 
better  looked  after,  as  it  would  be  if  their  society 
which  undertook  all  the  preservation  work  it  could 
received  greater  encouragement,  and  the  State 
insisted  upon  a  more  stringent  enforcement  of 
the  existing  law.  With  regard  to  the  revival 
of  the  intrigues  of  agitators  to  bring  about 
a  fusion  of  the  two  associations,  the  Central 
adheres  to  its  clear  and  oft-expressed  opinion, 
based  upon  its  experience  as  the  olde=t  representative 
angling  body  in  London,  that  its  independent  existence 
is  more  than  ever  needful  in  the  interest  of  the  whole 
body  of  London  anglers.  It  has  no  desire  for  tho 
efiacement  of  any  similar  body,  nor  any  office  seekers 
in  its  ranks,  and  has  consequently  no  overtures 
whatever  to  make  in  that  direction.  The  members 
of  the  association  all  work  harmoniously  together, 
and  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  its  prosperity  and 
progress,  knowing  that  the  privileges  it  offers  cover  all 
the  honest  angler  can  desire  ;  also  that  the  enormous 
list  of  concessions,  so  generously  granted  by  the 
railway  companies,  have  been  obtained  under  the 
existing  conditions,  including  nearly  everything  that 
is  likely  to  bs  of  real  .service.  Hearty  thanks  were 
accorded  to  the  president  and  vice-president  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  meeting. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

11,326.  George  Croydon  Marks,  Chancery-lane.  Im- 
provements in  fish  line  reels. 

11,409.  Thomas  Walker,  Chancery-lane.  Improve- 
ments in  apparatus  and  fittings  for  carrying 
lamps  for  buoys  used  by  fishing  vessels  and 
the  like. 

1762.  Fish  shelters.  Patentee  :  W.  G.  Pearce, 
Cordell  and  Chilton  Lodge,  Hungerford, 
Berks.  To  provide  a  shelter  for  fish  in 
the  absence  of  weeds,  a  kite-shaped  board 
is  anchored  by  a  chain  to  a  pin  driven  into 
the  bank. 

11,543.  Alexander  Macdonald  and  James  Macdonald, 
96,  Buchanan-street,  Glasgow.  Improve- 
ments in  and  relating  to  the  propulsion  of 
fishing  boats  and  other  vessels. 

11,743.    Henry  Bernard   Birnbaum,  Chancery-lane. 

Improvements  in  waders  for  fishermen  and 
like  use. 
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ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHING   QUARTERS,  <&c. 


SLIGACHAN  HOTEL 

ISLE  OF  SKYE. 

Beautifully  situated  at  the  Foot  of  the  Cuchullin 
Hills.  Parties  living  in  the  Hotel  have  the 
privilege  of  good  Salmon,  Sea  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing,  during  May,  June,  and  July,  on  one  of 
the  best  lochs  in  Skye.  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  river  Sligachan  ;  also  good  Loch 
and  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  free  of  charge.  Post 
and  Telegraph  Offices  in  the  Hotel.  Posting. 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "  Sharp,  Sligachan." 

WM.  SHARP,  Proprietor. 

[    TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Crtiachan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  river  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  loch  Nant ;  permission  to  fish 
the  river  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


MERCER'S  BOTEL,  KILREA,  co.  DERRY. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modem  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
nnder  new  management.  Appointments, 
accommodation,  and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths  ; 
Billiards  ;  Suites  of  Rooms  ;  Vehicles  ;  Boats. 
New  Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers' 
board,  9/-  per  day.— Address,  Miss  McCallum, 
Manageress. 


RHICONICH  HOTEL 

Famous  Angling  Resort  ;  SALMON  and  GRILSE 
ANGLING  on  Garbetbeg  and  river  Inchai-d,  by 
arrangement.  FREE  TROUT  FISHING  on 
upwards  of  twenty  lochs  al)ounding  with  Brown 
Trout,  some  with  Sea  Trout,  and  some  with 
Grilse.  Unlimited  SEA  FISHING.  Picturesque 
views  of  marine  and  mountain  scenery.  Posting. 
Boating  and  vehicular  excursions.  Fishing 
Tackle,  <fec.  All  communications  promptly 
attended  to.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence 
Mail  Coach  or  Hive.  Glasgow  Steamers  call 
fortnightly.    EVAN  Grant,  Proprietor.  

FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Eg-g-esford,  North  Devon. 

FISHING  FEEE  to  HOTEL  GUESTS. 
Twenty  miles  preserved  water — Mid  Taw 
and  Little  Dart. 


WILLIAM  LITTLEWORTH,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CROES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line) 
Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
river  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  reciuest 
T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  GORDON  ARMS  HOTEL 

Early  Trout  Fishing  on  the  celebrated 
Deveron,  with  chance  of  Salmon  ;  best 
months,  April  to  July.  Also  Angling 
on  the  rivers  Bogie  and  Isla  for  Trout. 
All  particulars  from  A.  B.  Gbant,  Pro 
prietor. 


BETTYHILL,  SUTHERLAND. 

ANGLERS  should  visit  this  fine  fishing 
centre.  Numerous  good  TROUT 
LOCHS,  excellent  SEA  TROUT  FISH- 
ING in  estuary  of  the  famous  river 
Naver,  and  good  SEA  FISHING.  Boats 
on  all  lochs  free,  also  on  tidal  waters. 

Splendid  sands  and  sea  bathing 
Romantic  coast  scenery,  and  beautiful 
drives  and  walks  in  Strathnaver  and 
neighbourhood.    Apply — 

BETTYHILL    HOTEL,  by  THURSO,  N.B 


Langholm. 

FIHIIIMl  QVAKTKHH: 

ESKDALE  HOTEL 

(Temperance). 

SEND    FOR  TARIFF. 

WM,  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London. 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.     En  pension  terms 
only  lOSt  6d.  a  day. 

SEASON  6EGAN  OD  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry, 


41  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


ILiIL.  AND  Y  S  SIILi, 
WAIVES. 


ALL  PRESERVED,  on  river  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  BEST  in  Wales. 
Report  for  District,  1900  and  1901,  average  83  Salmon.  AUsopp's  Burton  Ales 
on  draught  and  in  bottle.  Billiards  and  Posting, 

Inclusive  Terms,  9s.  a  day.  A,  E,  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


HoieijenMni,  Wfli 

HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 


FREE  FISHING 


in 


for  Visitors  staying 
Hotel. 


LOCH  KATRINE— STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated  in  the  heart 
of  Rob  Roy's  country,  Glen?yle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Gregor  being  in  close  proximity, 
and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsui-passed.  The  fishing  is  fiee  on  loch  Katrine,  loch  C'hon,  and 
several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel  ;  excellent  boats  and  experienced  boatmen  are 
kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and  Trossachs 
anil  loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or  by  Aberfryle 
and  Trossachs  and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and  steamers  by  these 
routes  during  the  season.    Post  and  telegraph  office  in  hotel. 

DONALD  FERGUSON,  Proprietor. 


CUI-AG  HOTEL. 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERIANDSHIRE, 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Pishing  in 
Qumerous  lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire  ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat  from 
Glasgow  on  Mondays.  Wires  :  "  Culag, 
Lochinver."  John  Mackenzie. 


THE  OOh^EGAL  HIGHLANDS 

Salmon,  Sea,  6t  Trout  Fishing. 
THE  GWEEDORE  RIVER  AND  FAMOUS 
LOUGH  ANURE. 

The  Hotel  is  on  the  very  bank  of  the  river  and 
within  a  few  minutes'  walk  of  best  Salmon 
pools,  and  within  2  miles  of  lake.  Excellent 
mountain  scenery ;  good  Sea  Fishing  and 
Shooting.— Apply,  PEOPRIETOK, 

Crolly  Bridge  Hotel,  Gweedore,  co,  Donegal. 

Telegrams  :  "Hotel,  Crolly,  Gweedore." 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  on 

loch  Ness,  Free  to  Visitors ;  also  TROUT 
FISHING  on  lochs  Farraline,  Garth, 
and  Bran.  Special  vreekly  terms.  Post- 
ing.   Telegrams :  "  Hotel  Foyers." 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINGSBRIDGE,   S.  DEVON, 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance, 
8s.  6d.  per  day.  FISHING  for  Pike, 
Perch  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait, 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor, 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Bendon,  Middlesex, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  PUce, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  atatloni.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SIZES  OF  Fish. 

Pike,  18  Inch. 

Chub,  7  inch. 

Budd,  6  Inch. 

Tench,  8  inch. 
Bjttom  Fishing  ... 
Jack  Fishing 


SALUTATION  HOTEL 

(RECENTLY  REBUILT  AND  ENLARGED), 

CARSPHAIRN. 

Land  of  the  Men  of  the  Moss  Haggs. 
Splendid  river  and  loch  Fishing.  Tennis 
Green.  Every  modern  convenience. 
Posting.  Telegraphic  Address,  "  Hotel, 
Carsphairn." 

Proprietress,  Mrs.  Mitchell. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  JAY,  KILLIN,  N.B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges ; 
£1  per  Salmon,  Fishing  opened  16th 
January,  For  Boats,  apply  to  H.  J 
Maisky,  KiUin  Hotel,  KlUin,  N.B. 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  Inch. 
Qndgeon,  4  Inch. 

per  day  1/0 
  2/6 


GOOD  LAKE  AND  RIVE 
FISHING 

(Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  Eels) 
at  a  nominal  cost. 

SWAN  HOTEU 

THORNTHWAITE,  KESWICK. 

Three  minutes  from  lake.   Splendidly  situated 
one  of  the  finest  views  in  lake  district  from  the 
hotel.    Terms,  6«.  6d.  per  day,  or  2  guineas  per 
week.   Special  terms  for  fishermen. 


ALTHACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Particu- 
lars  on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor. 


IVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Eael  of  Carnaevon 
(rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


THE  CELEBRATED 

FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 


Situate  in  one  of  the  most  delightful  spots  in 
England,    Now  in  all  its  summer  beauty. 

Siitfndid    Fishing,   Boating,  Punting 
and  Sailing  on  own  I'rirate  Lahe, 
3  miles  in  Circttm/'ercnce. 


TENCH  NOW  FEEDING  AND  LARGE 
FISH  NUMEROUS. 


Upwards  of  a  mile  of  well-stocked 
and  preserved  Trout  Stream. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3  gs.  per  week 
Inclusive.   Everything  supplied  of  Best 
Possible  Quality.  Moderate  Prices. 

Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses, 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 


Tariff  forwarded  on  application, 

G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 
Telegramf:  "  Gr|mtha,  yr^nsham  Pond,  Surrey.' 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  miles  Reserved   Trout  Fishing 
FREE  to  Hotel  Visitora. 

Hotel  adjoins- Oolf  Links,  Mineral  Springs 
and  BatJis. 


TdB  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HABT  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel, 
rhree  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon,  llckets  issued  to  visitors 
in  Hotel  at  bs.  per  day.  Billiards;  Posting; 
Motor  accommodati<'n.  Keadquariera  vf  C.T.C., 
tc. — Address,  ProprieT"  r. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 
IRELAND. 

[n  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland — Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  11  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


LOCHMADDY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  UiST. 

Best  Fishing  in  Hebrides  for  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Brown,  Trout,   Over  SO  lochs. 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  from 
25th  Fehruary  till  end  of  October. 
Excellent  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  on  all 
lochs.  Drawing  and  smoking  rooms. 
Hot,  cold,  and  salt  vrater  baths.  Posting, 
Daily  mails  via  Oban,  Mallaig,  and  Inver- 
ness. Telegraph  office.  Good  golf  course 
short  drive  from  Hotel. 

D.  MACFADYEN. 


(LOCH  TAY), 
GLEN  DOCHART,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Pochart, 
surrounded  by  wild,  jiicturesque  and  romantic  scenerj' ; 
six  miles  from  the  head  of  loch  Tay,  and  one  mile 
from  Luib  Station  on  the  C'allandar  ana  Oban  Railway. 
Five  niiles  of  good  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  on  tha 
river  Dochart.  loch  Dochart.  and  loch  Nubhair.  Free  to 
Visitors  staying  at  the  Hotel.  Boats  free.  Every  Homo 
Comfort,  combined  with  moderate  charges.  Parties 
Boarded.  Golf  course.  Posting  in  all  branches.  Post 
and  Telegraph,  Luib  Station. 

DONALD  McNAUGIlTON,  Proprietor. 


IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

DOVEDALE,  ASHBOURNE. 

The  old-established  fishing  quarters  for 
Anglers,  on  the  Dove  and  Manifold, 
upwards  of  7  miles  of  water.  The  Hotel 
has  been  recently  refurnished  throughout. 
Write  for  illustrated  tariS  to 

WM.  EVANS. 
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ANSWEES  TO  COEEESPONDENTS. 

J.  Symb. — Any  respectable  bookssUer  will  order 
what  you  want  if  you  will  say  the  price.  It  can  be  had 
from  23.  6d.  to  £2. 

W.  S.  H.  and  W.  H.  E.— Try  Upoott  Gill,  170, 
Strand,  London,  W.C. 


Xetters  to  the  iBbitov. 

\We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


PECULIAEITIES  OF  FISHING  PATENTS. 

Deae  Sib, — The  correspondence  which  has  recently 
appeared  in  your  columns  regarding  the  "Emslie" 
rod  joint  ofiers  an  opportunity  for  mentioning  a 
peculiarity  of  "  fishing  patents  "  which  has  struck  me 
rather  forcibly,  and  which  it  may  be  worth  while  to 
bring  to  the  notice  of  your  numerous  readers,  some  of 
whom  may  be  connected  with  the  British  Patent 
Office.  The  more  so,  I  may  add,  as  it  is  highly 
improbable  that  the  peculiarity  which  I  have  in  view 
be  confined  to  fishing  patents  only. 

In  order  not  to  take  up  more  of  your  valuable  space 
than  is  strictly  necessary,  I  shall  content  myself  with 
barely  mentioning  a  few  of  the  most  striking  instances 
which  I  have  come  across  : — 

"  A.D.  1877,  No.  1553.  Ashton.— A  folding  joint  for 
rods,  umbrellas,  and  the  like ;  consists  of  '  metallic 
ferrules  a,  a  securely  fastened  to  the  ends  of  joints  ; 
these  ferrules  are  slotted,  so  as  to  admit  a  link  c, 
which  works  on  pins  d,  d,  in  order  to  allow  the  rod  to 
be  folded  up.  When  required,  the  rod  is  unfolded, 
and  a  tapered  metallic  tube  e  is  slid  downward  over 
the  joint,  so  as  to  make  it  permanent  and  rigid.' 

"  A.D.  1897,  No.  7883.  Wilson.— The  rounded  end 
of  the  net-frame  a  and  the  similarly-shaped  end  b  of 
the  handle  B  are  connected  together  by  a  plate  C  (link 
c  of  Ashton's  patent)  and  pivots  d.  The  net  is  held  in 
its  extended  position  by  a  tube  P,  which  screws  on  to 
the  shoulder  /'.  When  this  tube  is  withdrawn  on  to 
the  handle  B,  the  net-frame  can  be  folded  back  on  to 
the  handle." 

Both  these  arrangements  are  identical  as  to  the 
principle  embodied  in  them  ;  all  the  diSerence  lies  in 
the  tube  F  screwing  on  to  a  corresponding  shoulder  in 
the  Wilson  patent,  such  a  difierence  being  hardly 
subject-matter  for  a  patent.  But,  leaving  this  side  of 
the  question  out  of  consideration,  I  cannot  refrain 
from  mentioning  the  fact  that  folding  umbrella- 
handles  (for  ladies'  imabrellas  chiefly)  were  in  very 
general  use  sometime  about  the  middle  of  last  century, 
as  anyone  who  was  born  about  that  time  will  remem- 
ber. I  was  born  in  '54,  and  remember  such  umbrellas 
in  the  years  '59,  '60,  up  to  '65,  when  I  went  to  school 
to  Germany  and  lost  touch  with  umbrellas  till  '70. 
How  could  this  arrangement,  therefore,  be  unknown 
to  the  British  Patent  Office  ;  and  if  it  was  known,  how 
could  a  patent  for  it  be  granted  in  '77  ?  And,  such  a 
patent  being  granted,  what  could  it  be  worth  ? 

Now  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  in 
bringing  this  matter  to  the  notice  of  your  readers  I 
am  prompted  by  a  friendly  feeling  only,  and  that  I  am 
thoroughly  satisfied  of  the  bond  fides  of  all  those 
gentlemen  mentioned  who  have  been  re-patenting 
inventions  which  already  were  protected  by  patents. 
I  have  "  been  there  "  myself,  re-inventing  things,  and, 
worst  of  all,  spending  money  in  having  them  protected. 
And,  as  I  have  been  getting  outside  of  my  money  in 
doing  so  in  the  very  best  of  good  faiths,  so  I  can  but 
take  one  view  of  the  matter,  and  judge  of  the  good 
faith  of  others  by  my  own,  which  latter  was  tested  by 
the  expenses  which  I  incurred  in  trying  to  protect 
what  I  considered  to  be  "my  new  and  valuable  improve- 
ments "  1  I  have  found  out  now — if  somewhat  late — 
that  the  British  Patent  Office  publishes  "  Abridgments 
of  Specifications  "  in  146  classes,  class  48  being  devoted 
to  "Fish  and  Fishing";  these  abridgments  may  be 
had  at  the  nominal  price  of  Is.  for  a  series  embracing 
four  years  (1879  to  1883,  1884  to  1887,  etc.),  and  a 
jareful  study  of  these  before  filing  an  application  for  a 
patent  is  very  useful  and  strongly  to  be  recommended. 

It  would,  however,  appear  that  it  ought  to  be  the 
duty  of  the  Patent  Office  to  examine  thoroughly  the 
ipplications  filed,  and  to  look  up  the  specifications  of 
existing  patents  before  issuing  new  ones.  This  is  how 
it  is  done  in  Germany  and  in  this  country  as  well. 
And  such  a  course  could  only  lead  to  beneficial  results, 
jnhancing  the  value  of  British  patents.  As  things 
stand  now,  the  proprietor  of  such  a  patent  (unless  he 
jhculd  have  obtained  his  patent  through  a  very 
•thorough  and  careful  agent)  cannot  bo  free  from  a 
certain  "glorious  feeling  of  uncertainty"  which  lends 
sest  to  some  pursuits.  But  I  do  not  think  that  the 
obtaining  of  patents  may  be  classed  among  such 
pursuits.— Yours  truly,  Paul  Tcheekassov. 

St.  Petersburg,  May  27. 
I  [There  ia  no  doubt  our  Patent  Law  is  in  a  most 
unsatisfactory  condition,  and  Baron  Tcherkassov  is 
dot  the  only  one  who  has  suffered  from  its  imperfec- 
iions.  I  was  glad  to  have  a  visit  from  the  Baron  the 
t)ther  day  ;  he  has  invented  a  new  landing-net  which 
f.  think  ezc«lleat,— Ed.] 


INTERESTING  ACCOUNT  OP  STOCKING 
A  LAKE. 

Dbab  Sib, — Some  fifteen  years  ago  when  the  streams 
had  run  low  in  the  summer,  and  the  two  or  three 
llyns  were  covered  over  by  weed,  rendering  fly  or 
artificial  minnow  fishing  unprofitable  and  vexatious, 
we  turned  our  attention  to  catching  eels  with  long 
lines  in  a  lake  which  held  very  large  ones.  The  water 
was  thick,  greasy,  and  impure,  and  eels  alone  held 
sway  in  its  sixty  or  seventy  acres  of  extent.  An 
enterprising  lady  who  owned  the  sporting  rights  of 
the  land  adjoining,  stocked  it  with  fish  in  a  liberal  if 
somewhat  unusual  fashion,  turning  in  perch,  trout 
(fario)  and  Salmo  fontinalis,  also  several  salmon,  the 
latter  caught  in  a  weir  in  a  small  estuary  a  few  miles 
from  the  lake. 

The  water  was  strictly  preserved  for  some  years,  no 
fishing  whatever  being  allowed,  and  indeed  very  little 
angling  has  been  done  since  until  the  present  season. 

At  first  the  perch  were  very  plentiful  and  large, 
running  up  to  31b.,  and  the  trout  ran  big  but  very  rare, 
averaging  about  IJlb.  in  weight. 

This  season  the  trout  fishing  has  improved,  and  the 
extraordinary  thing  is  that  about  half  the  catch  con- 
sists of  what  the  writer  believes  to  be  land-locked 
salmon,  running  from  8oz.  to  lib.  2oz.  in  weight.  It 
is  true  there  is  a  little  ditch  (which  has  always  been 
guarded  by  a  grating)  flowing,  if  the  word  may  be  used, 
into  a  small  stream  some  distance  away.  But  no 
salmon  could  enter  into  the  lake  or  leave  it  by  this 
exit.  The  perch  swarm  in  this  water  and  have  become, 
as  is  their  wont  under  such  circumstances,  extremely 
small.  The  feature  in  the  situation  appears  to  be  the 
prevalence  of  these  white  fish — I  cannot  call  them 
trout — who  take  the  fly  fairly  well  and  unlike  the 
trout  always  under  water.  There  is  only  a  tiny  brook  not 
much  larger  than  a  rill,  running  into  the  lake  where 
the  spawning  fish  in  autumn  fare  badly  at  the  hands 
of  the  farm  servants,  who  are  on  the  watch,  when 
unperceived,  to  rake  them  out. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  learn  that  the  water  of  this 
lake,  at  one  time  so  unclean,  has  been  purified  com- 
pletely by  the  presence  of  fish,  so  that  it  is  now  clear 
and  healthful.  It  is  the  home  of  the  otter,  six  of 
them  being  recently  seen  together  on  one  small  islet. — 
Yours  truly,  R.  J.  Edwabds. 

Bryntfanigl,  Holjhead. 


CAPTURE  OP  A  FINE  EEL. 

Deae  Sie, — I  venture  to  send  you  an  account  of  a 
great  eel  which  was  caught  recently  in  the  Leven 
Canal  by  a  customer  of  mine,  who  had  bought  his 
hooks  from  me  a  few  days  before,  and  which  I  thought 
would  be  interesting  to  some  of  your  readers.  Kindly 
allow  me  to  say  that  I  take  your  Fishing  Gazette 
regularly,  and  look  forward  to  its  arrival  every  week. 
I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  this  eel  is  of  exceptional 
size;  it  is  about  the  largest  fresh-water  eel  seen  in  this 
district.  I  can  vouch  for  the  following  weight  and 
measurements,  as  I  took  them  myself  carefully. 

The  eel  was  caught  by  Mr.  Metcalfe,  jun.,  of  Leven, 
at  Leven  Canal  end  on  a  gimp  hook,  it  having  taken  a 
perch  for  bait.  He  is  having  it  stuffed.  Length, 
3ft.  Sin. ;  girth,  9Jin. ;  weight,  61b.  loz. — Yours  truly, 

Fishicg  Tackle  Dealer,  James  Tuener. 

Toll  Gavel,  Beverley. 

[Five  pounds  is  a  good  weight  for  an  eel,  but  nothing 
very  extraordinary. — Ed.] 


FISHING  NEAR  LLANDUDNO. 
Deae  Sib, — I  expect  to  be  staying  at  Llandudno  the 
last  week  of  July  and  first  week  in  August,  and  should 
be  glad  to  know  if  there  is  any  trout  fishing  within 
easy  distance  of  that  place,  either  by  ticket  or  other- 
wise. Failing  the  above  what  coarse  fishing,  if  any. 
Any  information  as  to  flies,  bait,  etc.,  I  shall  be 
extremely  grateful  for. — Yours  truly, 

W.  W.  Mallinson. 


FISHING  AT  BARMOUTH. 
Dear  Sir, — Just  a  few  lines  thanking  you  for  the 
trouble  you  have  taken  in  answer  to  my  letter  re 
"Fishing  at  Barmouth."  I  had  a  letter  on  July  10 
from  Mr.  J.  Hartley  Ellis  in  which  he  gives  me  much 
valuable  information  respecting  the  fishing  in  the 
district. — Yours  truly, 

A.  G.  Stirling  McCulloch. 


PISHING  IN  THE  BOLLIN. 

Deab  Sir, — Could  any  angler  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Manchester  inform  me  it  I  could  obtain  any 
fishing  in  the  Bollin  (preferably  near  Oversleigh  Ford, 
between  Wilmslow  and  Bowdon),  and  if  so  from  whom  ? 
I  should  be  very  much  obliged  for  any  information. — 
Yours  truly,  Oeanqe  Bumble. 

[The  "Angler's  Diary"  sajs  there  are  trout,  roach, 
dace,  pike,  etc.,  in  the  Bollin  at  Wilmslow. — Ed.] 

PISHING  AT  ILFRACOMBE. 
Dear  Sir,— I  should  be  glad  if  you  could  inform 
me  through  your  correspondence  columns,  or  any  of 
your  readers  who  may  be  acquainted  with  the  neigh- 


bourhood, what  fishing  I  am  likely  to  get  at  Ilfracombe 
during  the  next  three  weeks,  both  in  the  sea  and  in 
any  stream  within  a  few  miles  of  the  town.  Any 
further  particulars  as  to  baits,  flies,  etc.,  would  bo 
acceptable. — Yours  truly,  Kodak. 


SALMON  AND  SEA-TROUT  FISHING  IN 
AUGUST. 

Deae  Sir,—"  Sewin  "  will  find  all  that  he  asks  for 
by  going  to  Weldon  Bridge  on  the  river  Coquet  in 
Northumberland.  First-class  hotel,  with  every  con- 
venience, close  to  the  river,  moderate  charges,  and  by 
staying  at  the  hotel  fishing  is  free  on  the  hotel  waters 
for  anything  you  can  catch — salmon,  sea  trout,  and 
brown  trout,  and  some  large  trout,  too.  Sorry  I 
cannot  give  him  oShand  the  proprietor's  name.  If 
"Sewin"  would  like  any  further  information  on  the 
fishing  and  will  communicate  with  me,  I  will  give 
him  what  information  I  can,  having  fished  the  river 
several  years  past. — Yours  truly,       G.  W.  Butlee. 

54,  Springfield-place, 
Leeds. 


FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OP  MAN. 

Dear  Sir,— If  Mr.  Grove  will  call  upon  Mr.  Cubbon, 
tobacconist,  near  the  church  at  Ramsey,  he  will  be 
put  right  as  regards  fishing  (sea  and  river)  thereabouts. 
Weekly  tickets,  covering  all  Manx  rivers,  23.  6d. ; 
season,  5s.  I  have  got  a  sea-trout  or  two  in  Sulby 
in  August.  Flies  same  as  on  any  other  mountain 
stream.  I  think  Mr.  Grove  should  apply  for  permission 
to  fish  the  reservoir  above  the  town,  and  try  with  a 
Bustard  at  night.  As  it  is  a  lonesome  spot  he  would 
be  better  with  company,  not  a  visitor,  preferred. 

"J.  A.  M."  (spicy  initials,  sir)  asks  re  prospects  of 
sea  fishing  off  Douglas.  At  the  present  moment  it  ia 
good,  the  mackerel  being  to  the  fore  in  shoals.  As 
Douglas  Bay  is  very  rocky  fish  are  far  more  plentiful 
at  Port  Erin  in  the  south,  or  Ramsey  in  the  north. 
Port  Erin  is  the  best  place  in  the  island  for  an  amateur 
sea  fisher,  but  it  is  open  to  the  eouth  and  west  whence 
the  big  seas  come,  so  a  little  caution  is  advisable  when 
the  winds  do  blow.  Of  course  Jam  (beg  pardon, 
J.  A.  M.)  would  like  the  "  life  "  of  Douglas,  otherwise 
I  would  advise  him  to  stay  at  either  of  the  other  places 
mentioned.  As  an  all  round  bait  for  sea  fishing  I 
suppose  nothing  beats  the  mussel,  though  I  have 
caught  plenty  of  lythe  with  a  big  fly  dressed  from 
dyed  goose  feathers. — Yours  truly,  E.  E.  H. 


LAKE  AND  RIVER  DERWENT. 

Dear  Sir,— In  your  issue  of  July  12  "  E.  E.  H." 
mentions  Keswick  as  being  a  good  fishing  centre. 
"Lake  and  River  Derwent,"  he  says,  "are  worth 
^a^-im^  trial."  The  Lake  fishing  lasts  while  the  Green 
Drake  is  on — that  is,  a  fortnight.  Pike  and  perch  there 
are  in  plenty.  Half-a-dozen  trout  is  considered  a  good 
bag  for  a  whole  day's  work. 

The  Derwent  is  flogged  to  death,  and  the  trial  must 
be  a  very  patient  one  indeed. 

The  mines  have  spoilt  sport  in  the  river. — Yours 
truly,  X.  Y.  Z. 


PISHING  THE  CRYSTAL  PALACE  PONDS. 

Dear  Sib, — The  letter  from  the  lessee  of  the  above 
gives  the  information  I  required,  and  the  gentleman 
who  caught  these  fish  is  to  be  highly  congratulated  on 
his  exceptionally  good  fortune. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  in  quoting  (?)  from  my  letter,  adds  to 
it  embellishments  which  did  not  appear  in  the 
original. 

I  did  not  state  that  I  had  never  seen  a  sizeable  fish 
taken  there,  and  my  question  as  to  the  number  of  fish 
taken  to  complete  total  weight  was  a  very  reasonable 
inquiry  (considering  the  size  of  fish  one  sees  retained 
by  and  the  average  take  of  many  who  fish  there),  and 
in  no  way  an  expression  of  doubt  as  to  the  veracity  of 
your  correspondent. 

The  remarks  as  to  my  want  of  skill  I  can  pass. 
Though  I  prefer  to  go  further  afield,  I  have  fished 
there  often,  but  I  did  not  blame  either  the  fish  or  the 
water.  It  is  an  excellent  place  in  which  to  teach 
youngsters  to  fish  (I  taught  mine  there).  There  are 
some  fair-sized  carp  and  some  bream,  and  they  want 
catching,  but  "  one  swallow  does  not  make  a  summer," 
and  the  letter  of  "Observer  "  was  likely  to  lead  others 
frorn  far  afield  to  try  these  ponds,  in  anticipation  of  a 
similar  take  to  that  already  recorded. — Yours  truly, 

Veritas. 


FISHING  NEAR  WHITBY. 
Deae  Sir,— The  Esk  at  Whitby  affords  fair  trout- 
ing,  and  in  autumn  good  sport  is  often  got  with 
salmon  and  sea-trout.  The  scenery  of  the  upper 
reaches,  Glaisdale,  Arncliffe  Wood,  etc.,  is  delightful, 
and  the  railway  puts  the  angler  down  at  convenient 
stations.  Most  of  the  water  is  preserved  by  the  Esk 
Angling  Association,  which  used  not  to  grant  any 
short  period  tickets;  but  the  secretary  m'ght  be 
written  to  in  case  there  is  any  change  in  that  respect. 
The  season  ticket  and  licence  were  moderate  in  price 
and  worth  taking  by  anyone  staying  a  month  or  more, 
especially  late  in  the  season,  for  the  salmon  fishing  is 
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seldom  really  good  until  September  or  October.  Fish 
are  killed  up  to  201b.  or  over;  my  best  was  14 Jib. 
One  afternoon  I  had  a  salmon,  a  grilse,  and  a  tine 
sea-trout. 

About  an  hour  from  Whitby  by  rail,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Pickering,  there  is  fair  trout  and  grayling 
fishing  in  Pickering  Beck,  but  I  do  not  know  about 
short  period  tickets.  Inquiry  should  be  made  of  the 
secretary,  Pickering  Beck  Angling  Association,  Picker- 
ing. Near  this  town  is  the  famous  Costa  Club  water, 
good  trout  and  plentiful  grayling,  some  heavy  ;  no 
short  period  tickets,  but  members  can  give  occasional 
days  to  friends. 

There  are  numerous  small  becks  among  the  hills 
and  moors  above  Whitby,  but  mostly  preserved.  The 
tidal  portion  of  the  Esk  used  to  be  fishable  by  only 
taking  out  a  salmon  licence,  but  the  fish  do  not 
usually  take  so  well  there  as  higher  up. — Yours  faith- 
fully, '  Chas.  a.  Payton. 

Calais,  July  13. 


PISHING  AT  WHITBY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  R.  C,"  I  can  say  that  he 
can  obtain  visitors'  tickets  for  salmon  fishing  at  .£3  38. 
the  month  on  the  river  Esk,  but  this  does  not  apply 
to  the  month  of  October,  as  that  is  for  members  only ; 
also  trout  fishing  Is.  6d.  the  day  on  the  Ruswarp 
waters.  The  licences  are  10s.  for  salmon  and  Is.  6d. 
for  trout  and  char ;  the  salmon  licence  taken  out 
covers  the  trout  licence.  la  wet  seasons  the  fishing  is 
good,  and  very  fine  salmon  have  been  caught,  also 
good  trout ;  the  water  fines  down  very  quickly.  On 
wet  days,  when  the  salmon  ladder  is  open  at  Ruswa 
dam,  as  many  as  180  good  fish  have  been  seen  to  go 
over  in  an  hour.  Any  information  as  regards  the 
tickets  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Brown,  Secretary 
Esk  Fishing  Association,  the  Saw  Mil),  Whitby,  Yorks. 

If  there  is  anything;,further  he  would  like  to  know, 
I  shall  be  pleased  to  answer. — Yours  truly, 

A.  GOVER. 

146,  Blcmfield-terrace,  Paddington, 
P.S. — The  membership  is  full  up.    There  are  only 
fifteen  visitors'  tickets. 


FISHING  AT  BRIDLINGTON  IN  JULY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  the  letters  of  your  corre- 
spondent J.  S.  Fortescue  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
July  5,  and  the  answer  by  Mr.  Fisher  in  your  issue  of 
July  12.  I  scarcely  consider  a  man  who  stays  at 
Bridlington  from  five  to  six  weeks  in  the  year  a 
qualified  judge  of  the  fishing  to  be  obtained  in  the  bay. 
Certainly  the  fishing  from  the  south  pier  is  a  failure 
— fishing  from  the  north  pier  is  not  allowed — and 
except  for  a  few  summer  visitors  no  one  ever  thinks  of 
fishing  near  the  "  town  sewer." 

The  fishing  in  the  bay  is  remarkably  good  for  the 
man  who  knows  where  and  how  to  fish  and  is 
provided  with  proper  tackle,  not  the  rough  hand  lines 
which  used  to  be  good  enough  j'ears  ago.  Last  year 
the  mackerel  fishing  was  a  very  poor  one,  but  quantities 
of  other  fish  were  always  obtainable,  and  it  would  be 
a  poor  catch  that  did  not  exceed  forty  to  fifty  fish  a 
rod  in  the  day,  and  the  blame  would  be  more  at  the 
butt  of  the  rod  than  at  the  end  of  the  line  when  a 
"  sportsman  "  had  a  bad  catch,  as  a  rule. 

As  I  fish  on  an  average  three  or  four  days  a  week  at 
Bridlington  all  the  year  round  (unless  prevented  by 
rough  seas),  I  think  I  am  qualified  to  give  an  opinion. 
So  far  this  year  the  fishing  has  been  very  good. 

Mr.  Fisher  does  not  mention  the  fact  that  there  is 
no  harbour  at  Filey,  and  beaching  a  boat  in  rough 
weather  is  not  always  a  comfortable  performance. 
But  fly  fishing  from  Filey  Brigg  is  good  sport  when 
"billet"  (as  young  coalfish  are  locally  called)  are  in, 
which  only  occurs  occasionally.  I  may  say  the  same 
of  fly  fishing  at  Flamborough. 

Bridlington  Bay  is  remarkably  safe  for  boating,  the 
tides  being  slight,  and  well  sheltered  by  clifls.  The 
hire  of  boats  is  very  cheap  compared  with  prices 
charged  at  many  watering  places.  The  fishermen  are 
most  obliging,  and  will  always  point  out  the  best 
places  to  obtain  fish  to  anyone  going  out  in  a  rowing- 
boat,  or  if  going  out  in  a  sailing-boat  the  fishermen  in 
charge  will  take  their  passengers  out  to  a  greater 
distance  where  good  fishing  is  almost  always  to  be 
had. — Yours  truly,  CoMrASS. 


SPORT  WITH  THE  RAINBOW  AND 
STEELHEAD. 
Dear  Sib, — We  have  great  sport  here  with  the 
rainbow  and  steclhead  trout;  the  latter,  running  as 
high  as  121b.  and  1.51b.  weight,  rise  to  the  fly  in  many 
of  the  larger  mountain  streams,  and  make  short  work 
of  our  common  trout  tackle. — Yours  trulj', 
Goldendale,  Wash.,  U.S.A.  W.  T.  Jones. 


FISHING  NEAR  DOLOELLY. 
Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  any  of  your 
readers  can  give  me  particulars  of  the  river  and  stream 
trout  fishing  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Dol- 
gelly.  Whether  one  can  get  weekly  or  daily  tickets 
where  the  fishing  is  not  free,  and  what  are  the  most 
likely  flics  for  use  during  end  of  July  or  beginning  of 
August. — Yours  truly,  Habe's  Eab. 


A  SAFE  AND  STRONG  KNOT  FOR  FASTENING 
GUT  LENGTHS  TOGETHER. 

Dear  Sib, — Every  fly  fisher  knows  that  when  his 
gut  casting  line  breaks  it  is  most  frequently  at  a  knot 
where  a  dropper  is  attached. 

I  have  invented  a  plan  (perhaps  not  an  original  one, 
though  I  had  not  seen  it  before)  that  I  have  found 
prevents  this — at  least  to  some  extent. 

In  making  up  the  cast  tie  the  ends  (where  it  is 
intended  to  put  a  dropper)  in  this  way : — 

Holding  the  two  threads  of  gut,  the  ends  overlapping 
in  opposite  directions,  pass  one  short  and  one  long  end 
round  the  forefinger — forming  a  loop  or  bend — pass 
them  through  the  loop  and  draw  tight.  Do  the  same 
again,  forming  the  knot  this  time  close  to  but  not 
touching  the  first.  Thus  between  the  knots — for,  say, 
the  eighth  of  an  inch— the  line  is  double.  Tie  or  loop 
on  the  dropper  in  the  small  space  between  the  knots. 
Cut  off  the  short  ends. 


The  advantage  is  that  the  line  is  double  where  the 
friction  and  strain  are  greatest.  It  has  also  the 
additional  advantage  that  the  dropper  cannot  slip 
along  the  gut  cast. — Yours  truly,     A.  N.  Wilson. 

Edinburgh. 

[As  far  as  I  am  aware  Mr.  A.  N.  Wilson's  suggestion 
is  a  novel  one,  and  I  think  it  is  certainly  a  good  one — 
especially  for  casts  with  dropper  flies.  Of  course  the 
knot  itself  is  as  old  as  Adam  probably,  but  the  novelty 
is  in  putting  on  a  brace  of  them  close  together,  but  not 
touching.  I  have  had  a  diagram  on  a  large  scale  made 
to  show  it  clearly.  In  a  fine  gut  cast  it  is  hardly 
more  noticeable  than  the  ordinary  water-knot.  The 
dropper  can  be  knotted  to  the  double  gut  or  looped  on. 
The  dodge  of  slipping  the  knotted  end  of  the  dropper 
between  the  two  knots  of  the  water-knot  and  then 
pulling  tight  is  not  safe. — Ed.] 

FISHING  REPORTS. 
Dear  Sib,— In  your  "  Scotch  Reports  "  of  July  12 
"  G.  M."  sends  the  following  fairy  tale,  which  as  a 


fairy  tale  will  take  a  lot  of  beating  : — "  Mr.  —  B  ^, 

fishing  the  Cabrach  portion  of  the  Deveron,  in  seven 
days  creeled  140  trout,  mostly  lib.  in  weight  of  an 
average,  and  nothing  under  Jib."  Now  the  Cabrach 
water  is  free,  and  I  kuow  it  tolerably  well.  It  has  a 
poorer  average  than  the  lower  waters  of  the  Deveron, 
and  all  I  can  say  is  that  my  own  experience  of  the 
river  gives  a  much  smaller  average  (in  the  Cabrach), 
less  than  Jib.,  and  nearer  \lb.  in  fact,  but  I  never 
fished  it  so  late  in  the  year.  Let  any  first-rate 
practical  angler  go  and  test  my  statement  against 
that  of  Mr.  B.,  of  London  (or  G.  M.  ?). 

Magna  est  Brag,  ct  pnevalchit  Mr.  B.,  and  the  more's 
the  pity.— Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 

[I  wrote  to  "  G.  M."  and  in  reply  he  sends  me  a 
letter  from  Mr.  F.  L.  Borthwick,  of  381,  Kingsland- 
road,  London,  N.,  in  which  that  gentleman  says  :— 
"  I  have  returned  to  London,  after  having  had  good 
sport  at  the  Cabrach  with  the  trout,  140  in  seven  days' 
fishing  (plenty  lib.  in  weight  and  over,  ^Ib.  and  fib.). 
Also  had  a  salmon  on  for  an  hour  on  light  trout  fly 
rod  and  tackle,  with  small  sea  trout  fly ;  fish  about 
151b.  or  201b.,  broke  away  eventually,  line  fouled  the 
rocks."  It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Borthwick  does  not 
say  his  fish  averaged  a  pound.  "  G.  M."  says  he  put 
"  Kennington-road  "  for  Kingsland-road  by  mistake,  as  | 
he  was  writing  the  report  at  home  and  had  left  the  , 
business  letter  at  the  office,  and  was  quoting  from 
memory,  which  of  course  he  should  not  have  done.  I 
have  asked  Mr.  Borthwick  what  he  considers  his 
average  weight  was.  He  evidently  had  exceptionally 
good  sport. — Ed.]  il 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  LOCH  BRIGHT  AND  I 
LOCH  AWE.  m 

Dear  Sib, — Your  correspondent,  R.  Briggs,  shouM 
choose  Loch  Ericht  in  preference  to  Loch  Awe  fa| 
August.  I  have  had  good  sport  in  the  latter  in  August 
both  from  boat  and  bank.  There  is  only  one  hotel 
near  Loch  Ericht ;  it  is  one  mile  from  the  top  or  east 
end  ;  it  is  a  most  comfortable  house  to  stay  at,  but  as 
Loch  Ericht  Hotel  is  a  favourite  with  good  sportsmen 
in  August  R.  Briggs  must  .write  early  for  rooms,  and 
also  for  boatmen.  These  latter  are  first-class  men. 
The  bottom  end,  called  the  west  end  (really  south-west), ,  | 
is  by  far  the  better  for  several  reasons.  Excepting  in 
a  stiff  breeze  it  is  useless  to  cast  a  fly  in  August,  unless 
it  ij  a  dry  fly.  Trolling  a  large  natural  bait  for  ferox 
is  the  only  likely  way  to  succeed  before  sunset.  A 
very  good  fly  in  suitable  weather  is  the  Soldier  Palmer 
on  No.  10  to  12  hook  (old  scale),  and  a  red  tag  or  a 
Red  Palmer  with  a  red  wool  or  macaw  tag  on  same  ,  j 
hooks  as  above,  also  Zulu,  Claret  and  Mallard,  and 
Scarlet  and  Teal. 

I  have  justi  returned  from  Loch  Awe  ;  the  fishing  i 
over  until  September,  when  there  will,  with  favourable 
weather,  be  a  revival  of  sport.    There  has  been  very  I 
poor  fishing  on  the  latter  loch  this  year,  as,  indeed,  on 
almost  all  of  the  lochs  in  the  south-west  of  Scotland. 
Yours  truly,  H.  Fisher. 

Knaresborough. 


TROUT  TAKE  MOLES? 

Deab  Sib, — Referring  to  "  Occasional  Notes  "  in 
your  issue  of  June  14,  and  your  correspondent's 
(Mr.  Dean  Sage's)  letter,  in  which  he  says,  "his 
grandson  caught  forty-two  trout  in  an  Adirondack 
lake  from  Jib.  to  IJlb.,  nine  of  which  contained  ten 
full  grown  garden  moles,  one  trout  having  two  in  its 
stomach."  The  North  American  Shrew  Mole,  Scalops 
aquaticus,  takes  to  the  water  ;  but  its  length,  fifteen  to 
sixteen  inches,  and  weight,  about  Jib.,  precludes  all 
possibility  of  small  trout  swallowing  such  animals; 
moreover,  the  garden  mole  is  -not  aquatic. 

Does  your  correspondent  mean  the  small  vole, 
which  is  aquatic  and  about  the  size  of  a  field-mouse  ? 

The  above  incident  reminds  me  of  a  big  trout  at 
Bakewell  that  for  years  baffled  all  the  attempts  of 
Wye  anglers  to  catch  it,  but  when  at  last  captured 
weighed  61b.  and  was  found  to  have  three  greyhounds 
inside  it.  I  may  as  well  explain  that  they  were  only 
"  pups "  a  few  hours  old,  cast  into  the  river  a  few 
hundred  yards  "  up-stream."— Yours  truly, 

Alf.  Jardinb. 


A  BIGGER  OTTER. 

Dear  Sir,— Mr.  Jno.  J.  Hardy's  "  44J  inch  otter" 
was  by  no  means  the  "  knock  out  "  he  thinks  it.  Some 
years  ago  I  was  at  the  kill  of  an  otter  by  Carlisle 
hounds  in  the  river  Lune,  near  Hornby.  When 
defunct,  a  man,  who,  I  should  judge,  was  5ft.  9in.  tall, 
swung  the  animal  over  his  shoulder.  The  tail  would  be, 
say,  4in.  in  froot  of  the  carrier,  and  the  nose  touched 
his  boot,  from  which  I  calculated  the  length  "over 
all"  would  be  nearly  two  yards.  The  weight  was 
231b.  I  believe  the  creature  now  adorns  the  hall  of  a 
well-known  gentleman  near  Kirkby  Lonsdale.- Yours 
truly,  Bellman. 
(Several  lettert  are  uncmidably  held  over.) 
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SOME   ROYAL  ANGLERS 


from  II  jihiilu  by]  [Kmsell  <f  Suns 

HIS   MAJESTY   KING    EDWARD  VII. 


All  readers  of  the  FISHINQ  GAZETTE  will,  we  are  sure,  be  glad  to  join  with  other  subjects 
of  His  Majesty  in  congratulating  him  on  his  recovery  from  his  recent  illness. 


[fiupplemcnt  to  the  Fishikg  Gazette,  July  19,  1902. 
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NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  73.] 

Thb  Fishinq  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc. ,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  JiARSTos,  Editor  of  the  Fishinq  Gazeite,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland   

Six  Months        ditto  ditto   

Three  Months    ditto  ditto   

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 
subscription,  including  postage   

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7  7  0 

HaU  Page   3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  U.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  Is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
W  dnesdayt,  addressed  "  Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisembnt  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


De.\th  of  Me.  DE.iN  Sage,  a  well-knotvn 

American  Angler. 
It  was  with  great  regret  that  I  heard  of  the 
sudden  death  from  apoplexy  of  Mr.  Dean  Sage,  of 
Albany,  New  York,  on  June  23.  Mr.  Sage,  who 
was  sixty-one  years  of  age,  was  away  fishing  on  his 
salmon  water  on  the  Restigouche  River  in  Canada 
at  the  time.  Only  a  few  days  previous  to  hearing 
the  sad  news  of  his  death  I  had  received  from  him 
a  letter  and  copy  of  "  Salmon  and  Trout,"  a  very 
fine  new  work  to  which  he  contributed  a  delighful 
account  of  "The  Atlantic  Salmon."  Mr.  Sage 
often  vifited  Europe,  and  had  many  friends  here 
who  will  regret  to  hear  of  his  death.  I  must  ever 
regret  I  was  unable  to  accept  his  invitations  to 
fish  on  his  grand  salmon  water  on  the  Restigouche. 
He  was  a  great  lover  and  collector  of  angling 
literature,  and  often  wrote  on  the  subject. 


Free  Punts. 
One  of  the  advantages  of  being  a  member  of  the 
Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  is  that  you  have  the 
free  use  of  the  punts  of  the  society  at  Weybridge, 
Teddington,  and  Kingston.  All  particulars  about 
the  society  can  be  had  of  the  courteous  hon.  sec, 
Mr.  Fred  G.  Littlewood,  "Mayfield,"  Orchard-road, 
Kingston-on-Thames. 


Deformed  Trout. 
Mr.  R.  P.  Marshall,  of  Tunbridge  Wells,  sends 
me  a  photo  of  a  trout  with  the  upper  jaw 
"practically  wanting,"  and  asks  me  if  I  can 
account  for  it.  I  have  a  fish  exactly  like  it  stuffed 
and  in  a  glass  case  in  my  office,  but  it  is  not  very 
rare,  and  it  arises  from  some  injury  when  the  iish 
is  very  tmall. 


"  The  Grayling  a  Species  of  Cari'." 
The  longer  we  live  the  more  we  learn.  Here  is 
Mr.  M.  W'inlay,  of  Leith,  •writing  to  the  WeeJdy 
Scotsman  to  tell  another  angler  that  "  grayling 
belongs  to  the  species  carp ;  the  variety  of  the 
family  is  numerous— grayling,  perch,  rudd,  gold 
and  silver  fish  and  others." 


Tha'i'  Monster  Ikisu  Pike  again. 

An  Irish  reader  of  the  FUldng  Oaxctte  very  kindly 
sends  me  this  from  the  Balli-nrohe  Chronicle :  — 
"  A  Monster  Fisn. 

"  On  Monday  last,  while  Mr.  Michael  Dignan, 
baker,  was  fishing  on  that  part  of  the  Robe  known 
as  "  Carney's  Island,"  he  succeeded  in  hooking  a 
pike  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  about  five 
feet  long  and  501b.  weight.  He  played  the 
monster  for  over  an  hour,  and  finally  succeeded  in 
landing  him.  He  then  laid  down  his  rod  and  at 
once  proceeded  towards  his  well-earned  prey,  but 
no  sooner  had  he  done  so  than  the  monster  gave  a 
sudden  jerk,  doubling  himself  into  the  river  again, 
whither  he  was  pursued  by  Dignan's  dog  "Admiral," 
but,  of  course,  without  the  desired  result,  notwith- 
standing his  almost  lifeless  condition." 

Mr.  Dignan  had  a  narrow  escape — that  pike 
might  have  doubled  him  up. 


The  International  Fisheries  ExniBiTiON 
at  Vienna  in  September. 
The  committee  of  the  exhibition  ask  me  to  state 
that  space  is  being  so  rapidly  taken  up  by  exhibitors 
that  they  cannot  guarantee  that  applications  will 
be  accepted  after  August  1 ;  it  will  depend  entirely 
on  the  space  then  available.  The  French  Govern- 
ment is  oflicially  supporting  the  exhibition,  which 
promises  to  be  an  exceedingly  interesting  one. 

Mr.  M.  Mitchell,  writing  from  Leeds,  says : — 
"  Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  you  a  Green  Drake  caught 
on  the  Crimple  on  July  6.  The  earlier  flies  were 
nearly  twice  the  size  of  this  one  and  much  yellower 
io  colour."  The  fly  is,  I  think,  the  smallest  May 
Fly  I  have  ever  seen.  Length  of  body,  only  half- 
an-inch ;  wings,  ditto. 


An  Interesting  Note  on  Flies  and  Fishing 
FROM  America. 

I  am  glad  to  get  this  letter  from  an  old  American 
correspondent  who  had  not  written  for  some  years : — 
"  West  Haverstraw,  New  York,  U.S.A., 
"  June  10,  1902. 
"  Dear  Mr.  Maeston, — I  found  a  good  many  of 
my  old  back  numbers   of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
recently,  and  have  re-read  many  of  the  articles 
with  renewed  interest. 

"  The  Fishing  Gazette  is  a  great  educator,  and  it 
is  safe  to  say  that  we  owe  much  of  our  knowledge 
of  new  methods  of  fly  dressing  and  of  improved 
patterns  to  its  pages.  I  am  under  great  obligations 
to  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford,  who  about  twelve  years  ago 
sent  me  forty-eight  of  his  best  patterns  of  dry  flies. 
We  have  an  extraordinary  variety  of  natural  flies 
on  the  streams  in  this  State  without  going  farther. 
Many  of  the  Ephemera  are  as  large  and  larger  than 
the  English  May  Fly,  and  there  are  innumerable 
Caddis,  Stone  Flies,  etc.  There  are  several  Grannoms, 
it  is  said,  but  I  only  know  one  species  well  — a  very 
dark  purplish  Dun  Fly,  a  little  larger  than  your 
insect.  It  is  very  abundant  in  June  at  an  elevation 
of  about  1200  to  1500  feet  (mountain  streams). 

"  A  good  many  dry  flies  are  imported,  but  are 
usually  tied  on  larger  hooks  than  those  used  by 
chalk  stream  fishers  in  the  old  country. 

"  It  is  not  at  all  advisable  usually  to  fish  with 
hooks  smaller  than  Nos.  1  or  2,  and  flies  on  hooks 
as  large  as  Nos.  4  or  5  will  frequently  kill  well 
when  fished  dry  in  our  larger  brooks. 

"  I  have  collected  duns  of  many  shades  one- half 
to  three-fourths  of  an  inch  in  length. 

"  We  have  great  difficulty  in  getting  hackles  of 
the  proper  colours  to  dress  duns,  but  our  resources 
in  the  feathers  of  various  birds  and  furs  of  many 
animals  have  never  been  thoroughly  studied 
Several  times  I  have  been  on  the  point  ot  sending 
you  a  quantity  of  stuff  with  a  view  to  having  it 
tested  in  the  imitation  of  your  May  and  other  flies, 
but  I  know  that  you  are  a  very  busy  man. 

"  I  once  sent  a  small  package  to  '  Val  Conson,' 
withholding  my  name.  An  enthusiast  on  any 
subject  justly  lives  in  fear  of  making  a  nuisance 
of  himself  when  mounted  on  one  of  his  hobbies. 

"  Only  last  week  one  of  your  experts  would  have 
had  a  fine  time  on  the  river  I  was  fishing.  The 
fish  rose  very  shyly  to  the  wet  fly,  but  a  floating 
fly  met  their  views  at  once,  though  the  colour  of 
the  natural  fly  on  the  water  was  very  peculiar- 
sort  of  fleshy  dull  yellow  below  with  speckled  fleshy 
legs.  I  desisted  from  fishing,  and  walked  to  the 
nearest  country  store  to  buy  a  small  bottle  of  oil, 
and  then  returned  to  the  big  pool  I  had  been  fishing 
only  to  discover  that  the  little  box  of  eyed  dry  flies 


was  not  in  my  pocket.  We  liad  taken  train  at 
four  a, in  ;  I  was  stupid  and  sleepy,  and  the  dry 
flies  so  carefully  prepared  had  been  left  in  my 
bureau.  I  managed  to  score  pretty  well  with  the 
smaller  fish,  but  I  am  sure  that  a  floating  fly 
of  the  right  colour  would  have  secured  some  of  the 
big  fellovvs. 

'It  is  strange  to  me  that  worm  fishing  is  so 
popular.  The  endless  talk  about  '  clear  water 
worm  '  in  the  English  papers.  For  instance  :  Hen- 
derson, in  '  My  Life  as  an  Angler,',  speaks  of 
worm  fishing  as  a  new  discovery — something  quite 
wonderful  in  fact.  I  hive  no  doubt  that  Adam 
fished  with  a  worm  after  his  expulsion  from 
Paradise.  I  do  not  deny  the  skill  required.  I 
used  to  fish  it  myself ;  but  there  are  many  game 
fi»h  which  may  legitimately  be  taken  with  bait. 
While  the  fly-taking  fish  are  few  in  number,  worm 
fishing  kills  many  small  fish  which  it  taken  with 
fly  could  be  returned  uninjured.  It  injures  the 
sport  of  many  to  give  full  baskets  to  a  few.  On  a 
small  brook  you  will  have  a  poor  time  of  it  fishing 
after  a  wormer,  while  half-an-hour  or  so  will  make 
your  chances  nearly  or  quite  as  good  a^  those  of  a 
fly  fisher  preceding  you. 

"  Salmo  fario  seems  to  thrive  everywhere.  The 
species  is  rapidly  increasing  in  America,  and  in 
many  waters  grows  to  a  large  size.  I  have  taken 
them  up  to  31b.  with  the  fly,  and  specimens  have 
been  caught  up  to  8lb.  or  9ib.  Thay  can  endure 
a  higher  temperature  than  fontinalis  and  seem  to 
displace  him.  The  rainbow  {irideus)  is  a  splendid 
fish  and  does  well  in  large  waters.  He  can  stand 
even  warmer  water  than  fario  and  is  a  very  sporting 
fish,  leaping  out  of  the  water  again  and  again  and 
making  desperate  runs  down  stream.  If  there  is 
a  heavy  rapid  below  you  down  you  have  to  go.  It 
is  impossible  to  hold  him  if  large.  An  angler  with 
no  previous  experience  of  this  fish  is  apt  to  lose 
about  all  the  fish  he  hooks  in  heavy  water  if  over 
a  pound  in  weight. — Yours  truly, 

"  TnEODORE  GOKDOX." 

The  flies  Mr.  Gordon  sends  would  kill  on  any 
trout  river.  What  he  calls  the  "  American 
Grannom  "•  would  be  taken  for  a  big  Iron  Blue, 
and  the  "  Golden  Brown  Spinner  "  is  like  a  small 
May  Fly — summer  duck  wing,  badger  hackle,  and 
golden  body.  Mr.  Gordon  says  his  friends  find  it 
kills  so  well  they  call  it  "  The  Gordon." 

I  do  not  think  Mr.  Henderson  referred  to  worm 
fishing  generally  but  to  clear  water  worm  fishing, 
and  he  did  not  invent  that  either,  as  Charles  Cotton 
describes  it.  R.  B.  Makston. 


EOVING  FOE  EOACH  AND  PEECH, 
ETC.,  AND  THE  EOD  EOE  IT. 
By  R.  B.  Marston. 

I  OFTEN  wonder  that  more  anglers  who  fish  for 
roach  do  not  rove  for  them.  I  use  the  term 
"roving"  for  want  of  a  better  definition  of  this 
at  times  deadly  style  of  fishing,  which  I  have  often 
employed  with  success  when  ordinary  float  fishing 
was  no  good  on  account  of  the  water  being  too 
weedy,  as  it  often  is  in  the  summer  and  autuom. 

You  want  a  long  and  very  light  bamboo  rod,  and, 
if  possible,  do  not  have  it  light  in  colour — a  dark 
green  is  a  good  colour — and  a  white  .Japanese  cane 
rod  answers  admirably  if  you  treated  as  follows 
(the  idea  is  not  mine).  Get  some  cheap  silk  ribbon, 
about  2:|d.  a  yard,  of  a  dark  green  shade,  about 
half  an  inch  or  an  inch  in  width ;  get  a  bottle  of 
Page's  invaluable  liquid  fish  glue,  pour  a  teaspoon- 
ful  into  a  saucer,  add  a  little  hot  water  to  make 
the  glue  more  fluid,  but  not  too  fhin.  Now  fasten 
one  end  of  the  silk  ribbon  to  the  joint  near  the  end. 
This  can  be  done  with  a  turn  or  two  of  waxed 
thread,  or  an  india-rubber  ring  will  do  just  to  hold 
it  ready  to  wind  on  to  the  rod.  The  winding  on 
should  be  done  slantingly  and  evenly  (like  the 
leather  strip  is  wound  on  to  the  handle  of  a  golf 
club).  The  free  end  of  the  ribbon  should  be  folded 
once  on  a  card  and  then  tacked  to  a  bench,  so  that 
it  keeps  flat  while  you  wiod  it  on  by  turning  the 
rod  joint  round  and  gently  pulling  at  it.  You  can 
glue  the  strip  of  silk  on  a  new^pajjer,  or  get  some 
one  to  put  the  glue  on  the  rod  as  you  turn  it  round 
and  just  in  front  of  the  silk  all  the  time,  care  being 
taken  to  put  merelj-  a  thin  coat  of  glue  on.  The 
strip  of  silk  adds  no  weight  while  it  strengthens  the 
light  cane,  and  when  varnished  and  ringed  with 
fine  steel  snake  rings  it  makes  a  good  looking  rod. 
I  forgot  to  say  I  prefer  an  ordinary  greenheart  top 


CO 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


July  20,  1902 


joint,  and  have  often  used  an  old  tly  rod  top. 
To  hold  a  light  Nottingham  wood  reel  or  other 
reel  a  couple  of  strong  round  rubber  umbrella  rings 
can  be  used. 

A  rod  of  this  kind  can  be  had  of  almost  any 
length ;  it  is  very  cheap,  and  it  a  greenheart  top 
and  running  line  are  used  it  will  kill  heavy  fish  if 
handled  properly. 

For  tackle  all  you  want  is  a  very  fine  Nottingham 
silk  line.  I  prefer  them  plaited  as  they  kink  far 
less  readily  than  a  twisted  line,  and  if  not  too 
tightly  plaited  are  quite  as  strong — in  fact,  it  is 
quite  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  eight  threads  of 
bilk  twisted  will  be  stronger  than  eight  similar 
stands  plaited,  unless  the  plaiting  has  been  done 
much  too  tightly,  and  then  there  may  be  a  slight 
loss  of  strength,  which  is  far  more  than  counter- 
balanced by  the  less  liability  to  kink  of  the  plait. 
I  generally  use  a  tapered,  stained  gut  fly  cast,  and 
crystal  roach  hooks  on  fine  stained  drawn  gut.  No 
float  is  required,  and  the  tackle  is  made  up  just 
like  a  pike  paternoster,  only  on  a  very  much  smaller 
and  finer  scale. 

The  hook  should  be  on  about  six  inches  of  gut, 
and  fastened  to  the  cast  about  twelve  inches  from 
the  fine  tapered  end  of  it,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
cast  is  a  single  swan  shot,  or  a  very  tiny  plummet. 

In  hot  weather  one  of  the  best  baits  is  one  of 
the  caddis  baits  found  in  most  rivers,  but  a  single 
gentle  with  a  red  chrysalis  on  the  point  of  the 
hook,  or  a  well  secured  red  worm,  or  a  house  fly, 
or  paste  (made  from  flour,  or  King's  natural  bait 
with  a  bit  of  cotton  wool  worked  into  it — this  can 


ordinary  baitH  are  of  no  use.  I  had  bsen  fish- 
ing for  some  big  bream  one  afternoon,  and  could 
not  get  a  touch  with  either  worm  or  paste,  I 
noticed  some  rip3  blackberries  hanging  down  over 
the  water,  and  I  soon  found  the  bream  liked  them. 
Then  the  common  little  wood-louse,  which  rolls 
himself  up  into  a  ball  like  a  swan  shot,  can  be 
found  under  any  old  stump  or  lump  of  wood,  or 
behind  the  bark  of  a  pollard  willow. 

If  perch  will  not  take  worms  and  you  have  no 
minnows,  you  can  generally  get  a  few  or  some  other 
small  fry  with  a  little  bit  of  worm  on  the  point  of 
your  hook. 

This  "  roving  "  is  an  interesting  style  of  fishing, 
as  you  can  cover  so  much  water  and  find  out  where 
the  fish  are.  Then  it  doej  not  matter  how  deep  the 
water  is  your  bait  quickly  finds  the  bottom,  and 
as  you  gently  raise  it  and  drop  it,  and  draw  it  up 
and  down,  it  has  a  much  better  chance  of  being 
seen  than  one  thrown  in  and  anchored  to  a  float. 

The  secret  of  success  with  it  is  that  the  tackle 
is  so  fine,  and  can  be  insinuated  into  all  likely 
places  without  disturbing  the  fish,  and  with  a 
running  line  you  can  cast  any  reasonable  distance 
by  drawing  the  line  in  loops  from  the  rings  with 
the  left  hand  and  letting  it  go  as  you  swing  out 
the  tackle. 

If  the  fine  reel  line  is  rubbed  with  red  deer  fat 
or  gishurstine  or  a  little  white  vaseline  cream,  it 
will  run  through  the  rings  better  when  wet,  and 
will  also  float  and  not  get  drowned  by  the  stream 
so  soon.  Using  a  rod  such  as  I  have  described 
with  a  greenheart  fly-top  joint,  or  one  of  the  light 


the  hotel.  At  six  o'clock  the  U  lis  water  coach 
came  up  and  we  got  aboard.  A  quiet  ramble  on 
the  Helvellyn  slope  in  the  dusk  and  cold  air  made 
us  very  "  fit."  At  five  next  morning  from  the 
Ullswater  Hotel  windows  the  lake  showed  in  a 
gloomy  haze.  (One  boat  fished  until  late  the 
previous  evening  without  success.)  After  break- 
fast a  ramble  to  near  Airey  Fore  3  and  soma 
"  snapshotting  "  filled  in  the  morning.  It  was  no 
use  whatever  going  fishing.  The  north-east  wind 
was  blowing,  freshly  it  is  true,  but  to  make  mittera 
worse  the  sky,  was  unclouded.  We  went  to  Pooley 
Bridge  by  steamer.  No  better,  so  loafed  about 
and  pottered  with  the  imitation  Drake.  An  odd 
trout  or  two,  good  ones  by  the  roll,  quietly  sucked 
down  a  fly  in  the  still  water  under  the  trees  ;  sea- 
gulls also  gobbled  up  the  "  bait."  Helvellyn  was 
clearly  defined  to  the  hut.  We  returned  to  our 
quarters  at  Ambleside  in  the  afternoon  fishless. 

A  few  days  later,  having  in  the  meantime  fished 
the  Ilothay  and  ]3rathay  with  worm  on  Stewart 
tackle,  and  Stone  Fly,  to  our  great  pleasure  as 
regards  surroundings,  but  with  no  better  "  luck " 
than  a  ilb.  trout,  we  went  to  Keswick.  Weather 
sultry  and  gloomy  in  the  extreme.  Too  lazy  to  fish 
before  evening,  so  "snapped"  a  little.  At  du?k 
we  took  a  boat,  and  trolled  with  two  rods.  Net 
result,  ong  perch.  A  boat  near  us  got  a  trout  lilb. 
I  asked  for  early  breakfast,  and  proposed  taking 
train  to  Threlkeld,  to  fish  St.  John'd  river  with 
worm.  The  morning  was  so  depressingly  cold  and 
dull  we  gave  it  up,  and  went  to  Portinscale  Bridge 
and  fished  the  Derwent.    Result,  raised  one  good 


be  cast  time  after  time  without  coming  off  the  hook) , 
or  a  small  minnow  for  perch  can  all  be  used,  and 
many  more. 

The  method  of  fishing  is  simple  enough.  You 
drop  the  bait  gently  into  runs  between  weed-beds 
in  a  river,  or  into  any  clear  space  in  a  weedy  pond 
or  lake  or  backwater,  and  let  it  sink  to  the  bottom. 
Then  lift  it  gently  almost  to  the  surface,  and  often 
enough,  it  there  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  river,  you 
may  see  a  perch  or  chub  or  dace  rise  after  the  bait 
and  take  it,  when,  of  course,  you  strike  gently  ;  but 
as  a  rule  the  bait  is  taken  near  the  bottom,  and  you 
must  strike  by  the  feel,  and  the  least  bite  can  be 
felt  it  you  hold  the  fine  silk  line,  no  thicker  than 
stout  cotton,  in  your  left  hand.  Directly  you  strike 
a  fish  in  a  weedy  swim  in  a  stream  play  him  down 
stream,  but  don't  let  him  disturb  the  water  more 
than  you  can  help.  If  the  water  is  pretty  hard 
fished  your  best  chance  is  to  use  some  bait  out  of 
the  river  a  wee  fresh-water  snail  or  a  "  creeper  ;  " 
a  small  green  caterpillar,  it  there  are  trees  over- 
hanging the  water,  is  sometimes  very  deadly,  as 
they  get  blown  off  the  boughs  and  leaves  into  the 
water.  The  angler  who  has  studied  the  capital 
articles  by  Mr.  Bateman  on  "  Fresh- Water  Aquaria" 
ought  never  to  be  at  a  loss  for  a  bait.  All  the 
water-beetles  and  small  land-beetles  will  kill  at 
limes ;  then  there  is  the  fresh  -  water  shrimp 
found  in  so  many  rivers,  roach,  perch,  dace, 
barbel,  bream  -  in  fact,  any  fresh  -  water  fish 
will  take  them  I  have  taken  small  jack  with 
them.  Sometimes  even  the  berries  growing 
on  the  bushes  on  the  banks  will  k'll  well  when 


roach  rods  made  by  Mr.  Booth,  of  Hull,  with  an 
old  fly-top,  I  have  had  capital  sport.  Mr.  Booth's 
rod  is  a  good  bit  stronger  and,  of  course,  a  bit 
heavier  than  the  .Japanese  rod,  but  it  is  a  good 
colour,  and  will  kill  a  big  fish. 


SOME  NOETHEKN  ENGLTSH 
LAKES. 

Brothers  Water  has  the  reputation  of  being  the 
best  stocked  sheet  of  water  in  Lakeland.  The 
weather  was  as  bad  as  it  could  be.  I  am  of  opinion 
it  could  not  have  been  worse,  considering  the  date. 
A  strong  north-easter  with  a  very  low  temperature 
caused  an  entire  absence  of  feed  on  the  lake, 
though  by  the  margin  one  saw  a  few  Stone  Flies. 
Putting  off  in  the  boat,  which  the  hotel  (near  by) 
folks  let  out  on  very  reasonable  terms,  I  "  essayed  " 
with  an  artificial  May  Fly.  Halt-an-hour's  rocking 
and  rolling,  during  which  I  had  to  constantly  use 
one  or  other  of  the  oars,  was  enough.  I  tried  a 
cast  of  small  flies.  No  use.  I  put  on  a  small 
phantom  minnow.    Never  a  pull. 

"Do  you  believe  the  guide  book?"  said  my 
nephew  companion,  eleven  years  old. 

"  Most  decidedly,"  I  said,  "  but  although  man 
has  invented  a  light  almost  as  strong  as  sunlight, 
has  perfected  telegraphy  until  you  can  signal  twenty 
messages  on  a  wire  at  one  time,  and  has  brought 
photography  to  the  speed  of  2000  perfect  pictures 
in  a  minute,  he  can't  make  fish  bite  I  " 

With  which  I  pulled  in,  and  we  went  to  tea  at 


trout,  probably  2lb.,and  once  more  scored  a  blank. 
A  young  fellow  on  the  opposite  bank,  of  course 
attended  by  his  "  best  girl,"  caught  a  3oz.  trout, 
and  danced  about  the  field  to  such  an  extent  that 
the  cattle,  which  before  were  "  forty  feeding  as 
one,"  stood  and  stared  in  wonderment.  Skiddaw 
loomed  large  and  gloomy  in  a  heat  haze.  I  took 
his  portrait.  Back  to  Ambleside  by  afternoon 
coach  in  a  state  of  acute  "  hump,"  which  not  even 
the  beautiful  faoe  of  Nature,  on  whose  bosom  were 
blossoms  of  fresh  hawthorn,  lilac,  and  laburnum, 
could  altogether  shake  off.  In  a  window  at 
Keswick  I  saw  a  model  of  a  lOilb.  trout,  so  good 
fish  are  occasionally  taken.  Ullswater  is  an  early 
lake,  and  fishes  best  in  April.  There  is  a  good 
chance  then  of  capturins;  a  61b.  trout.  It  you  can 
get  a  day  or  two  on  the  river  Eamont,  running 
from  the  lake  to  Eden,  you  will  find  no  better 
trouting  in  Eng'a-Dd.  Derwent  Water  is  a  lovely 
spot,  and  fishes  well  in  favourable  weather.  When 
it  does  not,  do  as  we  did — record  its  fair  scenes  on 
plate  or  film,  "  lie  on  rocks,"  and  muse.  And  if 
the  lake  beats  you,  wander  up  Borrowdale  and 
pick  up  a  few  decent  trout  with  the  worm,  if  it 
be  June  or  July ;  or,  better  still,  take  the  Derwent, 
wade  by  all  means,  and  look  where  you  are  going, 
fishing  along,  if  need  be,  to  Cockermouth,  thirteen 
miles,  staying  the  night  at  some  halfway  farm- 
house.   What  could  one  wish  for  more  ? 

E.  E.  Harrison. 


American  Books. — A  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departinents  of  literature  can  he  had  of  Sampson  Low,  MarstOD 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Sunstan'stHouse,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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THE  SCOTCH  SALMON  SEASON. 


Ix  another  month  the  netting  season  on  most 
Scotch  waters  will  be  over,  and  the  back-end 
angler  will  have  the  whole  ran  of  fish  to  himself. 
It  is  highly  gratifying  in  the  meantime  to  note  the 
continued  prosperity  of  the  summer  fishing  and 
the  heavy  run  of  grilse  and  salmon  that  has  been 
met  with  all  through  July.  This  is  all  the  more 
pleasing  considering  the  very  bad  times  netsmen 
have  had  to  face  during  the  months  of  April  and 
May,  when  scarcely  a  fish  was  being  got,  and  those 
depending  on  the  industry — and  the  smaller  lessees 
in  particular — were  looking  starvation  in  the  face. 

The  grilse  season  has  been  the  best  experienced 
for  ten  years  back,  and  although  the  rivers  are 
somewhat  too  low  and  clear  for  the  best  of  sport, 
and  anglers  somewhat  scarce  at  the  best,  yet  the 
heavy  head  of  fish  augurs  well  for  the  coming 
spring,  while  the  certainty  of  sport  on  many  a  far 
inland  stream  and  loch  during  the  coming  autumn 
is  now  well  assured. 

These  silvery  beauties  of  from  41b.  to  71b.  are 
now  forcing  their  way  into  the  head  waters  of  their 
respective  streams.  With  every  summer  shower 
and  rise  of  an  inch  or  two  of  the  main  stream  they 
complete  another  stage  of  their  inland  journey,  and 
retain  their  silvery  colour  for  many  weeks  after 
leaving  the  sea.  Sea-trout,  again,  part  with  their 
bright  coats  very  soon  after  leaving  the  tidal  water, 
and  although  their  edible  qualities  are  unimpaired 
yet  they  are  not  nearly  so  game  nor  so  bright  as 
the  grilse  that  may  have  journeyed  with  them.  Of 
course,  much  depends  on  the  nature  of  the  stream 
they  affect.  On  the  Spey  and  Dee  grilse  will  be 
found  well  into  the  head  waters  in  capital  form 
and  colour  weeks  after  they  have  left  the  sea,  while 
on  the  Don,  Deveron,  and  kindred  streams,  and 
especially  where  peat  abounds,  they  very  soon  lose 
their  colour. 

Very  little  can  yet  be  said  as  to  the  autumn 
prospects.  G.  M. 


EULES  OF  THE  SAN  FEANCISCO 
FLY-CASTING  CLUB. 


Mr.  Walter  D.  Mansfield,  the  champion  fly- 
caster  of  America,  sends  me  the  Rules  of  the  San 
Francisco  Fly-Casting  Club,  of  which  he  is  presi- 
dent, and  particulars  (which  I  gave  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  for  July  19)  of  the  International  Fly- 
Casting  Tournament  to  be  held  at  Stow  Lake, 
Golden  Park,  San  Francisco,  on  August  8  and  9 
next.  He  also  sends  me  this  letter.  I  only  wish  I 
could  accept  his  kind  invitation. — E.  B.  M. 

"  San  Francisco,  June  18. 

"  Dear  Sib, — In  the  plan  of  a  national  organisa- 
tion, as  outlined  in  the  circular,  is  embodied  the 
thought  which  I  suggested  to  you  some  two  years 
ago  through  the  medium  of  the  late  Mr.  A.  Nelson 
Cheney — to  wit,  uniform  rules  to  govern  fly-casting 
contests.  If  such  an  organisation  is  formed,  it  may 
result  that,  with  your  aid  and  influence,  an  inter- 
national code  can  eventually  be  adopted. 

"  The  enclosed  rules  governing  our  club  contests 
will  be  the  rules  of  the  tournament,  except  that 
ten  minutes  will  be  allowed  contestants  in  the 
distance  events  instead  of  five  minutes  as  in  club 
contests,  and  5i,'oz.  will  be  the  weight  limit  of  rod 
in  the  delicacy  event  in  lieu  of  5j0z.  as  provided 
in  the  rules. 

"  Nothing  would  please  us  more  than  to  see  you 
here  as  a  representative  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club, 
and  if  you  or  any  of  your  friends  will  favour  us  by 
your  presence  we  promise  to  take  you  to  streams 
where  the  trout  will  rise  to  the  '  American 
Ambassador  Fly,'  and  where  for  awhile  you  may 
forget  the  meadows  at  Hungerford. — Sincerely 
yours,  "  Walter  D.  Mansfield." 

THE  EULES. 

As  I  am  often  asked  for  rules  to  guide  anglers  in 
getting  up  friendly  contests  in  fly-casting,  I  think 
it  will  be  very  useful  to  give  here  those  of  the  San 
Francisco  P'ly-Casting  Club,  which  are  the  result 
of  long  experience  of  these  affairs.  It  is  a  great 
pity  that  the  American  papers  when  reporting 
these  contests  do  not  always  give  the  length  and 
weight  of  the  rods  used,  as  it  makes  the  reports 
useless  for  comparison.  As  regards  the  August 
contest,  I  will  gladly  give  particulars,  but  I  fear  it 
is  too  near  at  hand,  and  also  too  far  away  to  induce 
any  competitor  to  go  from  this  country. — E.  B.  M. 


CONTESTS. 

A  series  of  not  less  than  ten  fiy-oasting  contests 
shall  be  held  annually. 

Each  contest  shall  consist  of  three  events  : — 1.  Dis- 
tance. 2.  Accuracy.  3.  Accuracy  and  delicacy, 
together  with  such  other  events  as  may  be  determined 
upon. 

RULES. 

I.  All  competitors  shall  be  members  of  the  club. 
All  competitions  shall  te  managed  by  a  captain,  who 
shall  be  elected  by  the  executive  committee  and  subject 
to  its  orders.  Such  captain,  or  in  his  absence  a  substi- 
tute to  be  selected  by  the  members  present,  shall  at 
each  contest  appoint  a  referee,  two  judges,  and  a  clerk. 

The  judges  shall  determine  the  percentage  of  con- 
testants in  accordance  with  the  rules. 

The  referee  shall  time  the  duration  of  each  com- 
petitor's casting ;  shall  keep  an  account  of  the  delicacy 
percentage  as  provided  in  Event  No.  3 ;  shall  decide 
cases  in  which  the  judges  disagree,  and  all  appeals  by 
contestants  from  the  decision  of  such  judges;  shall 
interpret  the  rules  in  case  of  any  misunderstanding, 
and  shall  decide  all  matters  not  covered  by  the  rules. 

The  decision  of  the  referee  shall  be  final,  except  as 
to  a  question  of  interpretation  of  rules.  In  such  case  a 
contestant  shall  have  a  right  of  appeal  to  the  executive 
committee,  provided  that  notice  of  such  appeal  be  given 
to  the  captain  before  the  close  of  the  day's  contest. 

The  captain  shall  allot  contestants  their  respective 
turns,  and  shall  see  that  the  rods  and  tackle  used 
conform  to  the  rules  governing  the  contests. 

The  clerk  shall  see  that  each  contestant  is  properly 
registered,  and  shall  file  with  the  secretary-treasurer 
the  records  of  the  contest  as  furnished  him  by  the  judges. 

II.  — Rods. — All  rods  used  by  competitors  shall  be 
single-handed,  and  all  casting  shall  be  done  single- 
handed  only.  Rjds  shall  not  exceed  11  feet  in  length. 
In  Event  1  the  weight  of  the  rod  is  not  limited ;  in 
Event  2  the  weight  shall  not  exceed  8Joz. ;  in  Event  3 
the  weight  shall  not  exceed  5^oz. 

III.  — Leader,  Line,  and  Reel. — Competitors  may 
consult  their  own  inclinations  in  choice  of  reel  and 
line.  The  leader  shall  be  of  single  gut,  and  shall  not 
be  less  than  six  nor  more  than  nine  feet  in  length. 

IV.  — Fly. — Flies  used  by  competitors  shall  ba 
approved  by  the  captain.  One  fly  only  shall  be  used, 
which  shall  not  be  larger  than  No.  5,  and  on  which 
the  snell  shall  not  exceed  six  inches  in  length.  Hook 
shall  be  broken  above  the  bend. 

V.  — Platform. — All  casting  shall  be  done  from  a 
platform  at  least  eight  feet  square,  and  the  surface  of 
which  shall  not  be  more  than  eighteen  inches  above 
the  water-line. 

VI.  — Events  may  be  divided  into  classes,  and  said 
classification  shall  be  made  under  such  rules  as  the 
club  may  adopt. 

VII.  — Medals  and  Prizes. — For  each  class  in  each 
event  there  shall  be  a  championship  medal  of  gold  and 
such  other  medals  and  prizes  as  shall  be  determined 
upon  by  the  club,  which  medals  and  prizes  shall  be 
competed  for  and  awarded  under  such  rules  as  may  be 
adopted  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  club  held  prior  to 
the  opening  of  the  medal  contests  in  each  year. 

VIII.  — Ties. — Any  ties  necessary  to  be  cast  off  to 
determine  the  winner  of  an  event,  or  the  winner  of 
any  class  in  an  event,  shall  be  cast  off  at  such  time  and 
under  such  conditions  as  may  be  determined  upon  by 
the  executive  committee. 

IX.  While  contests  are  in  progress  members  shall 
not  make  remarks  to  judges,  referee,  or  contestant,  or 
in  any  way  detract  their  attention.  It  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  captain  to  see  that  this  rule  is  strictly  enforced. 

X.  Contestants  not  using  their  own  rods  shall  use 
the  rods  furnished  by  the  club. 

EVENTS. 

I.  — Distance. — Each  contestant  shall  be  allowed 
five  minutes  in  which  to  cast  for  distance.  He  shall 
take  his  position  on  the  platform  with  not  more  than 
60  feet  of  line,  including  leader,  extended  beyond  the 
tip  of  his  rod. 

No  one  but  contestant  shall  be  allowed  on  the  plat- 
form, and  no  one  shall  be  permitted  to  assist  him  in  any 
way,  excepting  in  the  replacing  of  a  lost  fly  or  leader. 

He  shall  make  his  cast  parallel  with  a  buoy  line  or 
measuring  board,  upon  which  shall  be  accurately 
marked  the  points  of  distance  from  such  platform. 

The  length  of  casts  shall  be  measured  from  the  edge 
of  the  platform  where  the  buoy  line  is  made  fast  to 
the  spot  reached  by  the  fly,  and  the  longest  cast  made 
within  the  time  limit  shall  be  the  score  of  the  contestant. 

No  other  than  fair  overhead  casting  shall  be  per- 
mitted. Should  any  competitor  whip  off  his  fly  it  shall 
be  replaced,  whereupon  contestant  can,  if  he  so  desires, 
have  his  line  extended  not  to  exceed  60  feet.  No  cast 
shall  count  when  the  fly  is  missing. 

The  judges  may,  in  their  descretion,  allow  time  for 
rejoining  of  rod,  or  replacing  of  a  broken  section. 

II.  — Accuracy. — There  shall  be  three  6-inch  buoys 
distant  50,  55,  and  CO  feet  from  the  edge  of  the  casting 
platform,  and  there  shall  be  made  five  casts  at  each  buoy. 

If  the  fly  falls  within  one  foot  of  the  buoy  cast  at, 
the  cast  shall  be  considered  perfect ;  for  each  foot,  or 
fraction  of  a  foot,  in  excess  of  one  foot  from  such  buoy 


a  demerit  of  one  shall  be  made.  The  sum  total  of 
such  demerits,  divided  by  three,  shall  be  considered  the 
demerit  per  cent. ;  the  demerit  per  cent,  deducted 
from  100  shall  be  the  percentage. 

Not  more  than  one  minute  shall  be  allowed  in  which 
to  extend  lino  to  50-foot  buoy.  When  the  contestant 
has  extended  his  line,  and  is  ready,  he  shall  call 
"score,"  and  the  next  cast  thereafter  shall  be  counted. 
When  five  casts  have  been  made  at  50- foot  buoy  the 
judges  will  announce  "  next  buoy,"  when  five  casts 
shall  be  made  at  55-foot  buoy,  and  when  so  made  the 
judges  will  announce  "  next  buoy,"  when  five  oasts 
shall  be  made  at  OO-foot  buoy. 

Should  contestant  whip  off  his  fly  it  shall  be  replaced, 
and  he  shall  complete  his  score  from  the  point  reached 
at  the  cast  on  which  the  fly  was  lost.  The  judges  shall 
announce  the  buoy  to  be  cast  at,  and  the  number  of 
casts  yet  to  be  made  at  such  buoy. 

Contestant  shall  be  allowed  one  minute  after  the 
fly  is  replaced  to  extend  his  line  to  the  proper  buoy, 
calling  "  score  "  when  ready. 

III. — Accuracy  and  Delicacy. — There  shall  be 
three  6-inch  buoys,  35,  40,  and  45  feet  from  edge  of 
casting  platform,  and  there  shall  be  made  five  casts  at 
each  buoy.  If  the  fly  falls  within  one  foot  of  the  buoy 
cast  at  the  accuracy  shall  be  considered  perfect ;  for 
each  foot  or  fraction  of  a  foot  in  excess  of  one  foot 
from  such  buoy  a  demerit  of  one  shall  be  made ;  the 
sum  total  of  such  demerits,  divided  by  three,  shall  be 
considered  the  demerit  per  cent.  The  demerit  per  cent, 
deducted  from  100  shall  be  the  accuracy  per  cent. 

One  judge  small  mark  the  accuracy  score. 

In  addition  there  shall  be  kept  an  account  of 
delicacy,  100  being  considered  perfect. 

Delicacy  shall  be  divided  into  four  parts  : — 1.  Fly, 
which  consists  in  dropping  the  fly  gently  on  the  water. 
2.  Line,  which  consists  in  dropping  the  fly  and  leader 
on  the  water  before  the  line.  3.  Retrieve,  which 
consists  in  recovering  the  fly  so  smoothly  as  to  create 
but  little  disturbance  of  the  water.  4.  Style,  which 
consists  in  the  grace  and  ease  of  the  contestant  on  the 
platform,  and  includes  his  dry  fly  cast,  his  back  cast, 
and  the  manner  in  which  he  extends  his  line.  Each  of 
said  four  parts  shall  have  an  equal  value,  and  a  demerit 
of  five  per  cent,  shall  be  made  for  each  and  every  of 
said  parts  in  which  the  contestant  is  deficient. 

To  determine  the  delicacy  percentage  the  referee 
and  "one  of  the  judges  shall  mark  upon  each  cast  the 
parts  in  which  the  contestant  is  deficient.  The  total 
number  of  parts  so  marked  at  each  buoy,  multiplied 
by  five,  shall  be  deducted  from  100,  and  shall  be  the 
delicacy  per  cent,  at  such  buoy.  The  sum  total  of  the 
percentages  at  all  the  buoys,  divided  by  three,  shall 
be  the  delicacy  per  cent,  as  estimated  by  such  judge 
and  referee.  The  sum  of  the  percentages  so  estimated, 
divided  by  two,  shall  be  the  delicacy  per  cent,  of  the 
contestant. 

The  delicacy  per  cent,  and  accuracy  per  cent,  shall 
be  added  together  and  divided  by  two,  and  the  result 
shall  be  the  percentage  in  this  event. 

Contestant  allowed  thirty  seconds  to  extend  his  line 
by  dry-fly  casting  to  35-foot  buoy  ;  scoring  shall  begin 
the  first  time  the  fly  strikes  the  water.  When  con- 
testant has  made  five  casts  the  judges  will  announce 
"  next  buoy."  Contestant  must  then  lift  his  line, 
and  in  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  five  dry  casts 
reach  the  40-foot  buoy  ;  scoring  to  begin  the  first 
time  the  fly  strikes  the  water.  A  like  procedure  shall 
be  followed  between  the  40  and  45  foot  buoys. 

Three  or  less  dry  casts  may  be  made  between  each 
cast  at  each  buoy.  Should  contestant  whip  off  his  fly 
it  shall  be  replaced,  and  he  shall  complete  his  score 
from  the  point  reached  at  the  cast  on  which  the  fly 
was  lost.  The  judges  shall  announce  the  buoy  to  he 
cast  at,  and  the  number  of  casts  yet  to  be  made  at  such 
buoy.  Contestant  shall  be  allowed  thirty  seconds 
after  fly  is  replaced  to  extend  his  line  by  dry-fly  casting 
to  the  proper  buoy ;  scoring  to  again  commence  the 
first  time  the  fly  strikes  the  water.  Loose  line  on 
platform,  or  coil  of  line  in  hand,  is  not  permitted  in 
this  event. 

LURE-CASTING. 

There  shall  be  five  6-inch  buoys,  distant  60,  70,  80, 
90,  and  100  feet  from  the  edge  of  the  ca:  ting  platform, 
and  there  shall  be  made  two  casts  at  each  buoy  as 
hereinafter  specified. 

The  lure  shall  be  a  solid  rubber  frog  weighing  not 
more  than  Joz.,  and  shall  be  furnished  by  the  club  and 
approved  by  the  captain. 

The  captain  shall  line  up  the  contestants  in  order, 
each  of  whom  shall  in  such  order  make  one  cast  at 
the  buoy  designated  by  the  captain,  and  all  of  whom 
shall  finish  casting  at  such  buoy  before  the  next  buoy 
is  announced.  A  like  procedure  shall  be  followed  at 
each  buoy.  Ten  casts  shall  be  made  by  each  con- 
testant— to  wit,  two  casts  at  each  buoy. 

If  frog  fall  within  one  foot  of  the  buoy  cast  at  it 
shall  be  considered  perfect ;  for  each  foot  or  fraction 
of  a  foot  in  excess  of  one  foot  from  such  buoy  a  demerit 
of  one  shall  be  made;  the  sum  total  of  such  demerits, 
divided  by  ten,  shall  be  considered  the  demerit  per' 
cent.  ;  the  demerit  per  cent,  deducted  from  100  shall 
be  the  accuracy  per  cent.  The  reel  in  this  event  must 
be  absolutely  free  running. 
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THE  PISCA.TORIALS  AT 
NEWBUEY. 


The  Piscatorial  Society  in  addition  to  its  water 
on  the  Colne  has  a  good  length  of  trout  and  grayling 
fishing  on  the  Lambourn,  near  Newbury,  as  well 
as  general  fishing  on  the  Kennet.  On  Saturday 
last  there  was  a  good  muster  of  members  on  the 
occasion  of  the  annual  summer  dinner,  which, 
under  the  presidency  of  that  very  good  angler  and 
popular  member,  Mr.  E.  J.  Walker,  was  a  most 
enjoyable  affair.  In  the  afternoon  Mr.  Smith  very 
kindly  took  me  over  part  of  the  water,  acting 
my  pilot  and  gillie,  and  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
casting  a  fly  on  the  Lambourn  for  the  first  time. 
We  saw  no  trout  feeding,  only  a  small  grayling  or 
two,  and  it  was  a  good  thing  we  piscatorials  had 
not  to  depend  on  our  fishing  for  our  dinner,  for 
neither  fly  nor  float  nor  ledger  had  inuch  success. 
On  the  Kennet  I  watched  Mr.  Smith  carefully 
"  trenting  "  a  lively  worm  down  to  where  some 
trout  were  minnowing  under  the  bank  at  the  sides 
of  a  fine  shallow  at  the  end  of  the  society's  water. 
Dinner  was  fixed  for  six  o'clock,  and  was  held  in 
the  society's  fine  club  room  at  Mrs.  Baxter's,  where 
t^e  members  have  most  comfortable  quarters. 
Every  angler  who  knows  the  Newbury  district 
knows  Mrs.  Baxter,  who  was  for  so  many  years 
hostess  at  the  Swan,  and  what  Mrs.  Baxter  does 
not  know  about  catering  for  anglers  can  hardly  be 
worth  knowing.  The  dinner  did  her  great  credit 
in  every  way,  and  it  would  have  done  Izaak 
Walton's  heart  good  to  have  heard  Mr.  Walker 
propose  the  health  of  our  kindly  hostess  and  Mr. 
Harden  respond  for  her.  Mr.  Walker  said  that 
the  ducks  must  have  been  fattened  on  May  Flies 
and  Walton's  May  butter.  The  chairman  proposed 
the  health  of  the  King,  always  warmly  responded 
to  by  anglers.  I  had  the  honour  of  proposing  that 
of  the  club  and  congratulating  the  members  on 
their  very  charming  country  quarters  ;  and  I  took 
the  liberty  of  advising  them  not  to  go  in  for  a  trout 
hatchery,  as  I  had  heard  had  been  suggested,  but 
to  buy  their  trout  ready  made  from  one  of  the 
many  excellent  fish-breeding  establishments.  Mr. 
Brown,  the  vice-chairman,  voiced  the  kindly  feeling 
of  the  members  for  their  chairman,  and  with  song 
and  chorus  and  story  the  evening  passed  pleasantly 
away.  Many  regrets  were  expressed  at  the  absence 
of  Mr.  Senior,  who  has  a  warm  corner  in  his  heart 
for  the  Newbury  waters,  and  his  many  friends 
there  would  be  glad  to  see  him  again  among  them. 

Although  the  members  got  a  fair  number  of 
trout  the  May  Fly  season  was  a  poor  one  at  New- 
bury, owing  chiefly  to  the  scanty  rise  of  fly.  In 
some  seasons  it  appears  in  prodigious  quantities. 
Some  of  the  members  thought  the  cold  weather 
accounted  for  its  failure  this  season,  but  the 
general  opinion  traced  it  to  Mr.  Harden's  new 
motor  chariot.  R.  B.  M. 


SPORTING  MATTERS  IN  NORWAY. 


Owing  to  the  extension  of  the  autumn  close 
time  until  September  15,  game-bird  shooting  over 
dogs  on  the  moorlands  and  in  the  forests  of  Norway 
has  been  rendered  practically  impossible  for  the 
last  two  years.  Little  did  the  wiseacres  who 
appointed  that  remarkable  date  dream  of  the 
wasps'  nest  they  were  bringing  about  their  ears. 
In  a  body.  Englishmen  with  hired  shootings  threw 
up  their  tenancies,  and  the  owners  thereof  found 
themselves  vested,  for  the  first  time  certainly,  with 
full  sporting  rights  on  their  properties,  but  pre- 
vented by  a  ridiculous  law  from  getting;  any  value 
for  them.  The  outcry  was  both  loud  and  universal, 
for  not  only  were  there  no  rents  coming  in  for 
ryper,  capercailzie,  and  black  game  shootings,  but 
the  innumerable  pickings  in  connection  with  house 
accommodation,  food,  servants,  driving,  etc., 
abruptly  ceased.  Between  ryper  shooting  and 
trout-fishing  there  is  always  a  very  close  connec- 
tion in  Norway,  the  two  forms  of  sport  being 
usually  olttainable  from  the  same  headquarters, 
and  many  anglers  also  ceased  to  visit  their 
favourite  haunts  among  the  hills.  Very  con- 
siderable were  the  losses  entailed  upon  the 
worthy  Bonder  by  the  legislative  ineptitude 
of  their  Parliamentary  representatives,  and  greatly 
did  they  deplore  them.  Neitlier  were  things  im- 
proved by  the  fact  that  many  of  the  sportsmen 
who  deserted  Norway  went  to  .fernptland  and  other 
parts  of  Sweden,  and  there  took  up  holdings.  The 
Norwegians  discovered — somewhat  late  in  the  day 


— that  they  had  unwittingly  done  their  neighbours 
on  the  other  side  of  the  frontier,  whom,  it  may  be 
added,  they  do  not  love  over  much,  an  uncommonly 
good  turn,  having  made  them  a  present  of  a  very 
considerable  income  in  the  way  of  sporting  rentals. 

But  all  this  proved  at  length  too  much  for 
Norwegian  human  flesh  and  blood  to  stand.  The 
pressure  of  public  opinion  became  too  great,  and  in 
May  this  year  a  kind  of  supplementary  Act  was 
passed,  amongst  the  clauses  of  which  was  one  that 
abolished  the  obnoxious  date  for  the  opening  of 
the  shooting  season,  and  substituted  August  25. 
This  is  as  it  should  be,  and  the  alteration  will  be 
welcomed  by  many  a  disciple  of  the  rod  and  gun, 
as  well  as  by  the  natives,  who  will  benefit 
pecuniarily  to  a  very  appreciable  extent. 

Of  late  years  unrestricted  and  indiscriminate 
snaring  has  almost  denuded  of  birds  great  tracts  of 
what  used  to  be  excellent  ryper  country,  while 
many  beautiful  trout  lakes  and  streams  have  been 
ruined  by  the  process — unfortunately  so  common — 
of  wholesale  netting  in  autumn  on  the  spawning 
tributaries.  0  wing  to  climatic  and  other  conditions 
it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  moorland  and  forest 
districts  of  Norway,  even  under  the  most  favourable 
circumstances  conceivable,  will  ever  be  so  densely 
populated  with  game  as  preserves  in  England 
or  Scotland.  But  the  reproductive  powers  of  the 
willow  grouse  are  very  great,  as  are  the  recuperative 
ones  of  the  mountain  water  systems,  and  under 
the  laws  which  now  obtain  in  the  Land  of  the 
Vikings,  there  is  no  reason  why,  it  proper  dis- 
crimination be  exercised  in  the  choice  of  locality, 
leases  of  sporting  property,  which  will  ultimately 
turn  out  satisfactory  investments,  should  not  be 
easily  acquired. 

According  to  the  new  law,  it  may  be  added,  wild 
reindeer  stalking  is  put  an  end  to  for  the  time 
being,  it  having  been  considered  advisable  to 
protect  these  animals  for  a  period  of  five  con- 
secutive years.  Rugde. 

[In  many  ways  the  aim  of  Norwegian  law 
makers  of  late  seems  to  have  been  to  drive  British 
sportsmen  to  seek  other  fishing  and  hunting 
grounds. — Ed.] 


MEMORIES  OP  WASHBURN. 


That  picturesque  little  valley  the  Washburn, 
which  lies  on  the  borders  of  Nidderdale  and  Wharf- 
dale,  is  gradually  but  surely  creeping  into  the  grip 
of  the  Ijeeds  Corporation,  the  river  from  which  the 
valley  takes  its  name  being  mainly  responsible  for 
the  water  supply  of  Yorkshire's  chief  industrial 
city. 

So  far  the  greater  portion  of  the  valley  has  fallen 
to  the  Corporation  by  private  treaty,  with  the 
exception  of  Hanging  Moor,  covering  about  500 
acres,  the  owners  of  which  prefer  going  to  arbitra- 
tion, and  as  soon  as  the  award  is  promulgated  the 
purchase  of  the  entire  valley  will  be  almost  com- 
pleted. The  Blubberhouse  Farms  are  some  of  the 
Corporation's  recent  purchases.  But,  from  a 
sportsman's  point  of  view,  more  refreshing  is  it  to 
hear  that  their  quondam  owner,  Lord  Walsingham, 
who  made  the  memorable  bag  of  842  grouse  to  his 
own  gun  in  one  day  on  the  above-named  moor, 
has  insisted  upon  the  reservation  of  the  sporting 
rights. 

The  river  Washburn,  a  typical  mountain  stream, 
has  but  a  short  course  of  seven  miles  or  thereabouts. 
It  rises  above  the  hamlet  of  West  End,  whence  it 
comes  tumbling  and  foaming  down  in  frantic  glee 
over  rocky  beds  and  shelving  ledges  until  its  sweet 
refrain  is  hushed  in  the  wide  expanse  of  Fewston 
reservoir  below  the  village  of  Blubberhouses. 

The  Corporation's  control  over  this  valley  should 
cause  no  little  excitement  within  the  breasts  of 
Leeds  angler?,  who  have  long  enjoyed  the  privilege 
— I  may  say  almost  promiscuously — of  angling  in 
the  reservoirs  of  Fewston  and  Swinsty,  since  it  will 
give  rise  for  comment  whether  their  permits  will 
extend  to  the  river  which  to  them  has  long  been 
denied  or  not.  The  writer,  through  the  kindness 
of  a  large  landowner,  has  for  many  years  been 
accorded  the  almost  exclusive  ])rivilege  of  angling 
on  a  two  miles  stretch  of  the  Washburn,  and 
that  this  sanctuary — his  Elysium — may  shortly  be 
broken  up  by  an  invasion  of  anglers  is  not  a 
pleasant  prospect  for  him  to  contemplate.  But  I 
have  long  enjoyed  immunity  from  interruption  in 
this  delightful  vale,  and  lest  I  should  be  likened 
unto  the  fable  of  the  fox  and  the  sour  grapes  I  will 
stifle  my  sighs  and  lamentations,  and  in  place 


thereof  diffuse  for  the  benefit  of  others  my  know- 
ledge of  this  moorland  stream  with  its  sportive 
trout. 

While  my  enthusiasm  is  at  high  pressure — for  I 
have  lately  returned  from  a  three  days'  trip  to  the 
Washburn  in  the  company  of  one  to  whom  the 
associations  of  the  locality  are  very  dear  in  that  he 
is  a  native  of  this  charming  district — I  will  give 
you,  patient  reader,  a  concise  sketch  of  Blubber- 
houses,  the  village  in  which  we  stayed,  supplemented 
with  a  description  of  the  various  lures  employed  in 
pursuit  of  the  river's  game  little  trout. 

We  1  each  the  village  an  hour  before  sunset,  leave 
arrangements  for  our  comfort  in  the  capable  hands 
of  John  Peel,  of  the  Frankland  Arms,  and  after 
dinner  ascend  the  hill  past  the  church,  never 
pausing  until  we  reach  the  highest  ridge,  when  we 
are  entitled  to  a  well-earned  rest  after  our  breath- 
less climb.  It  is  a  magnificent  and  soul-inspiring 
picture  that  opens  to  our  gaze  1 

Deep  down  in  the  valley  the  village,  nestling 
within  a  belt  of  woodland,  is  steeped  in  the  mellow 
afterglow  ;  the  villagers,  assuming  liliputian  stature 
from  our  position,  are  seen  conversing  in  groups. 
Anon  they  separate  as  sundry  unfinished  tasks 
occur  to  their  minds,  while  away  in  the  west  the 
low  sinking  sun  is  tingeing  with  rich  vermilion 
the  moorland  summits ;  and  the  silent  waters  of 
Fewston  reflect  in  silvery  whiteness  on  their  surface 
the  advent  of  moonlight,  veiled  by  a  thin  atmos- 
pherical film. 

I  glance  at  my  companion,  and  give  expression 
to  my  feelings.  He  hears  me  not  for  his  thoughts 
have  drifted  into  a  different  channel,  and  his  eyes, 
intensified  with  added  lustre,  are  fixed  upon  the 
old  home  in  which  he  first  inhaled  the  joyous  breath 
of  life.  What  memories  this  valley  must  have  for 
him ! 

I  rudely  interrupt  his  train  of  thought  by  telling 
him  of  my  resolve  to  secure  a  brace  of  trout  ere 
retiring  for  the  night. 

He  pleads  for  yet  a  few  moments  longer  on  the 
bill,  and  although  I  am  eager  to  be  at  work  on 
the  water  I  manage  to  restrain  my  impatience — for 
he  is  my  senior  by  many  years,  and  I  respect  him 
in  consequence. 

The  villagers  are  preparing  for  slumber — "  early 
to  bed  and  early  to  rise  "  is  the  maxim  which  they 
implicitly  follow — as  we  sally  out  of  the  inn  with 
our  fly  rods.  The  moon,  not  yet  full,  gives  us  little 
assistance  in  our  operations,  save  where  we  meet 
with  open  stretches  of  water;  but  in  the  dark 
pools,  rendered  more  sullen  by  dense  overhanging 
trees,  a  heavy  plunge  now  and  again  greets  our 
ears,  and  is  sufficient  to  guide  us  to  the  feeding  fish. 
The  fly  we  make  use  of  is  the  Red  Spinner,  and 
after  accounting  for  a  brace  and  a  half  of  trout  we 
seek  our  couches,  and  are  lulled  to  sleep  by  the 
gentle  murmui-ings  of  the  Washburn  hastening  past 
our  quarters. 

The  morrow  is  one  of  perennial  sunshine,  and 
the  river  being  very  low  and  clear  we  hold  a  consulta- 
tion relative  to  the  lure  we  shall  adopt.  We  elect 
to  use  the  dry  fly.  Our  rods  are  light  and  our  casts 
four  yards  in  length,  tapering  down  to  the  finest 
drawn  gut  where  the  fly  is  attached.  We  wade  up 
the  centre  of  the  stream  and  watch  the  fools  ahead 
for  stirring  fish,  meanwhile  keeping  the  fly  dry  by 
giving  it  a  series  of  flights  through  the  air. 

This  morning,  although  the  fish  are  rising  freely, 
we  fail  at  the  outset  to  tempt  them  with  attractive 
little  duns.  Again  and  again  is  the  fly  adroitly 
placed  above  a  stationary  fish,  only  to  sail  past  him 
without  his  attempting  to  take  it,  and  should  we 
fail  to  send  the  line  out  straight,  causing  it  to  fall 
in  coils  on  the  surface,  the  mishap  will  cost  us 
dear,  for  the  fish  will  dart  away  tracing  a  deep 
furrow  in  its  wake.  This  state  of  affairs  is  pro- 
tracted up  to  noon,  when  we  repair  beneath  the 
shade  of  the  trees,  and  over  our  pipes  discuss  the 
vagaries  of  things  in  general — fish  in  particular. 

We  have  tried  many  fancies,  but  without  avail; 
and  I  am  turning  over  the  pages  of  my  fly  book, 
determined  to  give  some  unlikely  imitation  a  trial, 
when  my  friend  arrests  my  hand  in  the  act  of 
mounting  a  winged  midge,  and  pointing  to  a  hackle 
of  coppery  hue  extols  its  virtues.  It  is  Carter 
Piatt's  Copper,  and,  although  I  am  dubious  of  its 
success  on  this  stream,  I  proceed  to  work  it  care- 
fully in  the  rough  water,  and  am  rewarded  with 
the  first  fish  of  the  day-  three-quarters  of  a  pound 
if  he  is  an  ounce.  Dinner-time  has  arrived  so  we 
retrace  our  steps. 

The  light  is  failing  fast,  the  deepening  shadows 
are  closing  around  the  trees,  and  the  air  is  pervaded 


JiLY  2(),  1002 


THE  FISHING  GAZP]TTE 


with  a  solemn  stillness,  save  for  the  intermittent 
drone  ot  winged  beetles  and  the  river's  sweet  lullaby, 
as  we  return  to  the  river. 

"We  rely  upon  the  artificial  Bustard  or  White 
Moth  for  our  sport  to-night.  We  are  unable  to  see 
the  fish  stiike,  but  a  welcome  tigbtening  of  the  line 
is  an  all-Euificient  signal  to  drive  the  steel  home  ; 
and  as  we  cannot  allow  our  quarry  any  quarter  in 
the  darkness,  he  is  held  in  check  and  unceremoni- 
ously scooped  into  the  meshes  of  the  landing  net. 

And  so  we  move  up  the  river,  securing  a  fish  here 
and  there  until  the  witching  hour  of  midnight 
arrives,  when  taking  our  rods  to  pieces  we  journey 
back  through  the  silent  woods,  more  than  once 
straying  from  the  path  and  stumbling  into  the 
undergrowth,  from  which  a  moorhen  rises  and 
loudly  reviles  us  for  disturbing  her  slumbers,  or  a 
rabbit  startles  us  by  his  hmrried  exit. 

It  is  our  final  day  on  the  water.  There  is  a  fresh 
breeze  blowing  up-stream.  We  have  been  given 
some  well  scoured  cockspurs  and  brandlings  which 
we  intend  to  use  in  that  branch  of  the  contemplative 
man's  recreation — up-stream  worm  fishing. 

The  choice  of  lures  is  well  fashioned,  for  we  can 
showed  well  filled  creels  on  our  return.  In  the 
cool  of  the  evening  we  pass  out  of  the  valley,  but 
only  for  a  time.  When  the  heather  is  in  full  bloom, 
and  the  young  grouse  are  strong  on  the  wing,  we 
shall  return,  for  this  valley  has  charmed  us  much. 

Brown  Owl. 


ON  A  THUEINGIAN  TROUT 
STEEAM. 


{Continued  from,  page  21.) 

"  Come  here,"  at  length  says  Jorrocks,  "  here's  a 
*  KunstsncTc'  (a  piece  of  sleight-of-hand)  for  you.  If 
you  get  into  the  fork  of  that  tree  and  look  under 
the  dead  alder  on  the  far  side,  you'll  see  a  good 
fish.  You  can  just  manage  to  cover  him  ;  but  he 
lies  just  above  a  big  stub,  so  you  must  keep  a  tight 
line  and  yank  him  out  sharp  directly  you  are  into 
him." 

In  spite  of  my  urging  him  to  accept  this  tit-bit 
for  himself,  my  unselfish  companion  insists  upon 
my  undertaking  the  job,  and  I  scramble  into  the 
tree.  My  fish  is  there  all  right,  lying  in  a  little 
back-water  under  a  rotten  bough  with  his  nose 
close  to  some  scum.  I  have  to  lie  flat  against  one 
branch  of  the  fork,  grasp  it  firmly  with  my 
left  hand,  stretch  my  right  out  as  far  as  I  can 
reach  and  make  a  back-handed  "switch"  to 
reach  him.  After  three  or  four  ineffectual  shots 
I  fix  my  tail  fly  firmly  in  the  alder,  and  have 
to  straighten  out  my  rod  and  pull  "  hard  all  "  till 
the  cast  breaks,  fortunately  at  the  last  link,  and, 
equally  luckily,  without  disturbing  my  intended 
victim.  Another  fly  is  soon  on,  and  my  second 
throw  lands  it  fairly  on  the  edge  of  the  scum. 
Before  the  fish  can  seize  it  the  current  has  caught 
the  line  and  swept  it  down-stream.  My  gentleman, 
however,  has  seen  it — dashes  after  it  into  mid- 
stream like  an  arrow  from  a  bow  and  secures  it 
cleverly.  I  have  too  much  slack  out  when  I  strike  ; 
but  luck  is  with  me,  and  in  a  second  my  rod  is 
bending  in  a  semi-circle  and  my  fish  is  fighting 
madly  for  his  stub.  Foiled  in  his  attempt  to  reach 
his  stronghold  he  changes  his  tactics  and  makes  a 
frantic  rush  down-stream.  Here  further  difficulties 
await  me,  for  the  rapid  below  is  a  heavy  one,  and 
the  near  bank,  for  which  he  makes,  covered  with  a 
thick  growth  of  overhanging  willows.  However, 
Providence  still  befriends  me,  for  after  a  brisk  run 
cf  some  thirty  yards  he  pauses  to  get  his  second 
wind.  Otto,  who  has  been  watching  the  fray  with 
great  inteiest,  runs  down  with  the  net,  into  which 
the  fish,  who  is  lying  with  his  head  up-stream, 
meditating  upon  the  next  move  in  the  game,  drifts 
gently  tail  first  while  still  full  of  running.  This 
is  another  good  fellow,  a  little  under  the  pound, 
and  I  am  somewliat  proud  of  his  capture.  Shortly 
after  this  .Jorrocks  fairly  wipes  my  eye.  He  calls 
my  attention  to  a  fish  lying  in  an  apparently 
"  impossible  "  place  under  the  far  bank,  and  on  my 
declining  to  compete  announces  his  intention  ot 
catching  him.  This  wily  customer  has  selected  as 
his  residence  a  site  within  an  inch  or  two  of  the 
I  bank,  his  near  flank  being  protected  by  a  huge 
;  stone  and  his  domicile  shaded  by  a  flat  willow 
bush,  which  reaches  to  within  five  or  six  inches  of 
the  surface  of  the  water  and  projects  at  least  two 
feet  frorn  the  bank.    There  is  no  chance  of  getting 


the  fly  to  work  down- stream  to  him;  it  must  be 
got  straight  into  his  dining-room — somehow  ;  and 
I  nmst  confess  that,  fisherman  of  five  and  forty 
years'  experience  as  I  am,  the  feat  appears  to  me 
to  be  beyond  the  powers  of  mortal  man. 

Jorrocks,  however,  is  equal  to  the  occasion,  and 
slashes  away  with  confidence.  Over  and  over  again 
he  hits  the  bush  ;  twice  he  gets  hung  up,  but  on 
each  occasion  frees  his  fly  without  carrying  away 
anything  or  disturbing  tlie  fish.  At  last  the  cast — 
a  good  deal  shorter  and  stronger  than  mine — strikes 
the  water  just  short  ot  the  willow,  and  the  March 
Brown  shoots  out  horizontally  in  some  extra- 
ordinary manner  under  the  bush,  and  lands  six 
inches  from  the  fish's  nose.  A  confused  series  of 
violent  splashes  ensues,  and  in  a  couple  of  minutes 
a  pounder  is  safely  landed,  and  I  am  expressing 
my  admiration  and  my  sense  of  inferiority.  Things 
are  now  looking  a  bit  better ;  the  wind  has  warmed 
up  a  little,  a  cloud  occasionally  obscures  the  sun, 
and  though  there  is  still  nothing  mo-\'ing  in  mid- 
stream, occasional  rises  are  to  be  observed  close  to 
both  banks.  Oar  sport  improves  ;  Otto  is  con- 
stantly on  the  run,  and  by  the  time  we  have 
finished  a  very  productive  investigation  of  five 
little  backwaters,  all  lying  within  a  hundred 
yards  of  the  stream,  we  feel  we  have  earned  our 
lunch. 

We  are  all  the  more  ready  to  knock  off  for  a  bit, 
as  one  of  the  millers  up-stream  has  just  started 
"  monkeying  "  with  his  sluice,  and  a  sudden  change 
of  a  foot  or  so  in  the  water-level  has  "  upset  "  the 
fish.  The  barrel  is  turned  out  and  the  fish  put  into 
nets  and  "  hung  in  "  under  the  bushes.  Twenty-six 
— to  keep,  some  halt  a  dozen  having  been  put  back 
as  too  small — is  the  morning's  score.  Three  hundred 
yards  across  a  newly  mown  hay-field  lands  us  under 
the  shade  of  a  huge  lime  tree,  whi?h  stands  in  a 
little  railed-in  enclosure  in  the  middle  of  the  road, 
in  front  of  a  small  inn  kept  by  a  bronzed  and  bearded 
veteran  of  '66  and  '67,  who  combines  the  duties  of 
host  with  those  of  station-master,  stopping,  when 
required  to  do  so,  the  train — which  here  runs  along 
the  high  road — by  hanging  a  red  tin-dish  on  the 
lowest  bough  of  the  tree.  "  Nannu  1  Aenchen  ! 
I  hear  you're  engaged  "  is  Jorrocks'  greeting  to  the 
maid  who  comes  stumping  (it  should,  I  know,  be 
tripping,  but  there  is  not  much  trip  about  the 
Deutsche  Dicnst  miirlchen)  out  for  orders,  "Well, 
you  never  wrote  to  tell  me  you  were  coming  back, 
and  what  was  I  to  do  ?  "  is  the  ready  reply. 

In  a  short  time  we  are  provided  with  a  welcome 
repast  of  fried  ham  and  egg,  bread,  butter,  cheese, 
and  tankards  of  Lager,  all  as  good  as  they  make 
them,  and  for  awhile  conversation  is  a  bit  slack. 
Presently  an  old  shepherd— a  friend  of  Jorrocks' 
is  every  man,  woman,  and  child  for  miles  round — 
comes  strolling  up  the  road  with  his  flock  and  his 
two  dogs,  the  latter  exactly  like  Australian 
"  dingos."  This  is  a  true  type  ot  the  Thiiringer 
Bauer,  short,  sturdy,  hairy,  and  sunburnt,  a  man 
who  looks  as  if  he  had  never  had  an  illness — or  a 
tub  in  the  sixty  years  of  his  life.  He  tramps 
along  in  his  shirt  sleeves,  the  inevitable  long  china 
pipe  dangling  from  his  mouth. 

"  There's  a  drop  of  beer  for  you,  Schiiter."  So 
hails  Jorrocks  in  the  purest  Thuringian.  "  1st  class 
Wahr.'"  asks  the  shepherd,  incredulous  of  his  luck. 
"  TaivoJil ! "  says  Jorrocks,  reaching  himhis  tankard. 
His  delighted  guest  advances  with  a  broad  grin, 
swallows  the  proffered  refreshments  at  a  gulp, 
professes  his  thanks,  and  starts  forth  again  along 
the  dusty  way  rejoicing.  A  cup  of  coffee,  such  as 
one  rarely  tastes  in  this  benighted  land,  and  a 
smoke  are  duly  enjoyed.  Otto,  who  has  been 
regaled  in  the  inn  with  a  square  meal  of  whitey- 
brown  bread,  Wv.rfiJi  and  Thuringer  Kiise,  a 
dreadful  cheese  that  looks  like  a  sausage  made 
of  putty  sprinkled  with  carraway  seeds,  and  smells 
abominably,  appears  with  a  farthing  cigar  in  his 
mouth,  and  we  pay  our  score-  a  very  moderate  one 

-and  retrace  our  steps  to  the  river  bank.  The 
water  is  a  bit  lower  than  it  was  ;  but  not  very  bright, 
and  there  is  a  brown  fly — not  to  be  correctly  diag- 
nosed by  an  English  entomologist — on  the  water. 
I  match  him  as  well  as  I  can  from  my  book,  and 
Jorrocks  still  sticking  to  the  March  Brown,  which 
has  some  resemblance  to  the  insect  on  the  day's 
menu.,  we  get  to  work.  My  first  jwst-prandial 
effort  is  a  failure.  Through  a  gap  between  two 
high  willow  bushes  I  see  a  fish  of  well  over  l^lb. 
rising  close  to  a  root  growing  out  of  the  opposite 
bank.  It  is  a  nasty  cramped  place,  but  after  foul- 
ing twice  in  the  willows  I  get  the  range.  The  fish 
turns  to  the  fly,  but  I  strike  too  soon,  and  though 


not  pricked  he  is  evidently  alarmed,  and  nothing 
will  induce  him  to  accept  another  invitation.  By 
the  time  I  have  finished  my  unsuccessful  overtures 
Jorrocks,  who  has  begun  fifty  yards  below  me,  has 
started  the  afternoon  tally  with  a  couple  of  nice 
fish,  and  for  the  next  hour  we  have  good  sport  in  a 
succession  of  small  shady  rapids.  A  lovely  bit  of 
water  running  for  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
along  the  foot  of  a  red  sandstone  cliff,  bordered  on 
both  banks  by  fine  trees,  yields  no  less  than  eight 
keepable  fish,  and  we  get  another  couple  of  brace 
out  of  a  broad  stretch  with  some  sweet  eddies  on 
the  far  side. 

By  five  o'clock  we  have  reached  a  bridge  which, 
the  river  having  taken  a  considerable  bend,  is 
within  a  few  minutes'  walk  of  the  inn  whereat  we 
lunched.  Here  the  captured  fish  are  "  hung  in," 
and  Otto  fetches  a  couple  of  mugs  of  beer  which 
are  very  welcome,  as  what  little  wind  there  was 
has  dropped  and  the  afternoon  is  fairly  warm. 

litflow  the  bridge  is  a  fine  broad  stretch  of  water, 
the  first  two  hundred  yards  of  which  are  perfectly 
clear  on  our  side,  though  thickly  fringed  with  ash 
and  willow  on  the  other.  Here  is  "  Drummond's 
Island,"  a  patch  of  reedy  ground  a  few  yards  long, 
standing  on  which  a  young  Scotchman  a  few  years 
ago  landed  in  one  afternoon  six  fish  ot  the  collective 
weight  of  14lb. — Barkis  in  Pioneer. 

(To  be  continued.) 


WIMBLEDON  LAKE  BAIT  AND  FLY 
CASTING  TOURNAMENT. 

OPEN  TO  ALL  ANGLERS. 
Ujsder  Distinguished  Patronage. 

Br  permission  of  the  chairman  and  committee  of 
the  Wimbledon  Park  Golf  Club,  a  Bait  and  Fly 
Casting  Tournament  on  water  only  will  be  held  at  tha 
above  lake  on  Wednesday,  August  13,  1902.  No 
professionals  allowed  to  compete  for  prizes. 

Judges — Mr.  P.  Clay,  of  Carter  and  Peek's,  tackle- 
maker.J,  and  Mr.  Noon,  of  Little's,  tackle-makers, 
Haymarket. 

Coynmittce — Messrs.  B.  Cawse  (chairmau),  jeweller, 
Wimbledon-hill,  P.  Bovie,  C.  Pocock,  A.  Peskelt, 
J.  Hamblin,  W.  Spittle,  B.  Temple,  and  S.  Main. 

1st  Event,  1130  a.m. — Bait-cisting  with  own  rod, 
line,  and  tackle,  ground  bait  or  shot  at  40  yards 
mark  for  accuracy.  1st  prize— Silver  Cup,  value  £3  3s., 
given  by  Mr.  Walter  Dowscn,  Well  House,  Wimbledon. 
2nd  prize — Season  Ticket,  value  30j.,  given  by  Wim- 
bledon Park  Golf  Club.  3rd  prize — Nottingham  Reel 
and  Line,  given  by  Messrs.  Little  &  Co.,  Haymarket. 

2nd  Event,  12  a.m. — Bait-casting  with  own  rod, 
line,  tackle,  etc.  ;  distance  and  accuracy.  1st  prize — 
Silver  Cruet,  given  by  Mr.  G.  Tomalin,  Swan  Tavern, 
Walham-green.  2ad  prize  —  Three  bottles  Scotch 
Whiskey  (Longbow),  by  Messrs.  Abbott  &  Co.,  Wim- 
bledon.   3rd  prize — (to  follow). 

3rd  Event,  1  p.m.  —  Double-handed  salmon  roi 
casting ;  accuracy  and  delicacy  at  35  yards  mark. 
1st  prize — Silver  Cup,  value  £2  25.,  given  by  Mr.  J.  H. 
Mayo,  Freeman  Arms,  Wimbledon.  2nd  prize — Box 
of  Cigars,  given  by  Mr.  T.  Macness,  Dog  and  Fox, 
Wimbledon-hill. 

4th  Event,  2  p.m. — Fly-casting,  single-handed  rods, 
at  20  yards  distance  mark;  for  accuracy  and  delicacy. 
1st  prize— Cigar  Cabinet,  given  by  Mr.  C.  Abrams, 
South  Western  Hotel,  Wimbledon.  2nd  prize — Amber 
and  Gold  Cigar  Holder  in  Silver  Case.  3rd  prize— (to 
follow). 

5th  Event,  2.30  p  m. — Fly-casting,  single-handed 
rods;  distance  and  delicacy.  1st  prize,  value  fL  Is., 
given  by  tradesmen  of  Wimbledon  (Messrs.  B.  Cawse, 
G.  Sherman,  and  Higgins).  2ad  prize— Silver-mounted 
Umbrella  by  A.  Goodrich.    3rd  prize — York  Ham. 

6th  Event,  3  p  m. — Heavy  spinning  bait-casting  at 
given  point,  40  yards  distance  ;  2oz.  weight  found  by 
committee.  1st  prize,  value  £2  2s.,  given  by  Fishing 
Season  Ticket  Holders.  2od  prize,  given  by  Mr.  B. 
Temple  (to  follow).    3rd  prize — (to  follow). 

7ch  Event,  3  30  p.m. — Heavy  spinning  bait-casting; 
distance  and  accuracy.  1st  prize — Silver  Cigar  Case 
(value  £2  2s.),  given  by  Mr.  Walter  Dowson.  2nd  prize 
— Valuable  Picture  in  Frame.    3rd  prize — (to  follow). 

8th  Event,  4  p.m. — Float-casting  with  own  rurming- 
lines,  float  6  feet  from  shot,  found  by  the  committee; 
distance  and  accuracy.  1st  prize,  value  £2  23.,  given 
by  tradesmen  of  Wimbledon  (Messrs.  Burgess  &  Son, 
D.  Bacon  &  Co.). 

Entrance  to  competitions  Is.  each,  inclusive  of 
admission  to  lake,  competitors  only.  Names  must  be 
forwarded  to  .\.  Newhatn,  Secretary,  Lake  Cottage, 
Wimbledon  Park,  before  August  10.  Admission  to 
tournament  Is.  by  Wimbledon  Park  Staton. 

The  piize  list  is  subject  to  aUarations,  as  many 
other  prizes  are  promised. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Eeports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  liipli  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  tlie 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  rain,  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

40    ,,     „   Putney.  AHdi^^    "     "  Richmond. 

45    ,,     ,,  Hammersmith.         jSO   ,,     ,,  'J'wickenham. 
50    ,,     ,,   Barnes.  (85    ,,     ,,  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  waterat  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.  B. — A  strong  wind  up  stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down  stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridqb. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,       July  26    5.16    6.35 

Sunday,  „    27    5.55    6.17 

Monday,  ,,    28    6.41    7.  6 

Tuesday,  ,,    29    7.33    8.  4 

Wednesday,       „    30    8.39    0.17 

Thursday,         ,,    31    9.67    10.37 

Friday,      August   1    11.15    11.51 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.— GbnebadRkmabkb. — The  river  has  not 
been  fishing  well  owing  to  the  changeable  weather, 
and  the  probability  is  that  very  little  will  be  done  till 
the  end  of  next  month,  except  with  barbel.  The 
latter  fish  are  not  likely  to  feed  well  at  present,  as  the 
cold  nights,  without  an  equivalent  warmth  in  the  day- 
time, will  keep  the  fish  off  the  feed.  Of  course,  a  few 
barbel  are  being  had,  the  best  take  being  in  the  water 
above  Windsor,  and  fish  of  51b.  and  61b.  have  been 
taught  at  Teddington.  But  both  at  the  latter  place 
and  Hampton  Court  sport  amongst  barbel  has  been 
poor.  Very  few  bream  have  been  taken  up  to  the 
present ;  and  it  seems  that  very  few  bream  holes  are 
over  properly  chosen,  baited,  and  fished,  especially  in 
the  lower  reaches,  which  accounts  largely  for  the  lack 
of  sport  amongst  these  fish.  A  grand  roach  of  21b.  2oz. 
was  last  week  caught  in  the  Reading  district  by  Mr. 
Clarke,  of  Sonning,  and  at  Henley  a  chub  of  4|lb.  and 
a  barbel  of  71b.  have  been  had. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — The  water  is  still  very  low  and 

clear  with  little  stream.  Some  fairly  good  sport 
has  been  had  during  the  past  few  days  with  the 
chub  and  roach.  The  barbel  are  at  present  feeding 
badly.  The  result  of  another  week's  fishing 
has  rewarded  Messrs.  Hobbs  and  Goodwin  with  some 
nice  shows  of  roach  and  perch,  the  latter  angler  taking 
a  number  of  chub  with  the  fly  up  to  S^b.  At  Wargrave 
Mr.  French  has  taken  one  of  these  fish  weighing  51b., 
while  at  Shiplake  another  angler  has  taken  one  of 
41b.  12oz.,  and  Mr.  Clegg  one  of  41b. ;  others  have 
taken  chub  with  the  fly,  frog  and  cherries.  Early 
morning  or  late  in  the  evening  is  the  best  time  to  fish 
just  now. — Stanley  Mead. 

 (Lechlade,  Gloucestershire). — The  little  rain 

has  freshened  things  up,  but  more  is  needed  to  improve 
angling  matters.  River  here  is  still  up  to  flash  level, 
and  in  fair  order  between  bridges.  Mr.  Myers,  with 
"  the  General,"  from  Henley  one  day  got  two  trout, 
3 Jib.  and  21b.,  the  latter  returned.  Mr.  Hart,  of 
Buscot,  reports  a  fine  trout  of  61b.  Mr.  Bretherton 
has  secured  a  monster  chub  in  the  St.  John's  Bridge 
stretch  of  51b.  2oz.  Amongst  others,  Messrs.  Berge, 
John  Morgan,  E.  Chew,  A.  Percy,  E.  Chard,  and  H. 
Milward  have  been  out.  Chub  rise  well  in  the  evening. 
Some  nice  fish  have  been  caught  with  Devon  and  live 
minnow,  and  chub  with  Cockchafer. — Rambler. 

 (Richmond). — Fishing  much  improved,  some 

good  bream,  roach,  and  dace  being  caught ;  barbel  are 
still  scarce. — Gaynob  &  Son. 

Aucholme  District. — Cooler  weather  has  made  it 
rather  more  pleasant  for  trout-fishing,  and  a  few  nice 
dishes  are  being  taken  on  various  waters.  The  rainbow 
trout  turned  out  at  Elsham  Lake  by  Sir  F.  Astley- 
Cobbett  are  doing  very  well,  and  the  Market  Rasen 
Club  is  having  good  sport  both  at  Millingham  ponds 
and  on  the  Rase.  Coarse  fishing  remains  about  the 
Eame  as  last  week. — Thomas  Fobd,  Caister. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeach). — The  river  is 
now  in  good  condition  and  roach  have  been  giving 
good  sport,  baskets  up  to  111b.  being  had.  Perch  and 
silver  bream  have  been  giving  grand  sport. — John  0. 
Gkokge,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Cornish  Streams. — Monday  and  Tuesday  were  as 
good  as  any  other  days  this  season.  The  freshet 
brought  up  lots  of  peal  and  some  salmon.  Capital 
sport  was  got  in  the  Camel  and  Fowey.  The  Tamar 
is  in  flood,  and  for  a  few  days  sport  will  not  be  good. 
There  is  no  scarcity  of  water  anywhere,  and  the  peal 
and  salmon  season  promises  to  be  good.  Very  little 
sport  has  been  got  with  trout. — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Farningham,  Sutton-at-Hone,  etc.). 
— Prospects  are  not  so  good  this  week  owing  to  the 
cold  winds,  though  the  rain  has  done  some  good.  On 
Saturday  the  weather  was  all  right,  but  the  water  was 
low  and  very  clear,  and  I  did  little  beyond  losing  a 
really  big  trout  from  using  drawn  gut.  A  Grey  C^uill 
Gnat  was  the  lure,  and  the  fish  must  have  been  about 
IJlb.  I  had  some  of  that  tize  last  season. — J.  P.  T. 


Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — A  good  deal  of 
fresh  water  has  come  down  as  the  result  of  the  recent 
rain,  and  many  fish  have  moved  to  the  moorland 
waters.  Messrs.  E.  Distin  and  G.  Garrow  Green  have 
each  been  successful  in  securing  a  fine  peal  each 
evening  of  the  week.  Mr.  W.  P.  Tollit  has  landed  no 
less  than  thirty  peal,  and  W.  J.  Edmonds  fifteen. 
Captain  Ryan  creeled  a  lovely  buff  one  evening  of  the 
week,  and  Mr.  Martin  also  secured  a  brace  of  peal. 
Fishing  at  Buckfastleigh  on  Monday,  a  gentleman 
landed  a  beautiful  salmon.  The  recent  unpleasant 
odour  in  fishing  circles  in  this  district  is  at  last  sub- 
siding, and  of  the  three  cases  which  the  Dart  Angling 
Association  have  taken  up,  and  which  it  will  be 
remembered  the  Dart  Retreat  Fishery  Board  dis- 
missed, the  former  association  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  having  secured  two  convictions. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby). — This  river  has  only  maintained  a 
moderate  condition  during  the  week,  and  catches  have 
in  consequence  been  rarer,  that  of  Dr.  English,  who 
grassed  a  salmon  scaling  13Jlb.,  being  the  only  one 
recorded.  Recent  spates  have  been  followed  by  a 
slight  rise  of  water  during  the  week,  which  allowed 
several  fish  to  pass  the  weir  at  Ruswarp.  Sea  anglers 
have  experienced  indifferent  sport  in  consequence  of 
the  prevalence  of  adverse  weather. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Since  my  last  report 
some  nice  trout  have  been  taken  with  minnow  and 
flies.  Mr.  J.  Foss  landed  two  in  the  Exe,  Gib.  and  5Jlb. 
respectively,  the  second  one  breaking  his  net.  When 
the  Exwick  Mill  leat  was  cleaned  some  salmon  and  a 
magnificent  trout  of  81b.  were  transferred  to  the  river  by 
the  Conservators'  officer,  Mr.  Luxton,  so  that  the  levia- 
thans have  been  in  evidence  lately.  Some  pike  and 
perch  have  also  been  caught  in  the  river  near  Exeter 
by  Messrs.  Morse,  A.  J.  Roberts,  and  others,  the  perch 
being  fine  ones  of  over  lib.,  the  best  weighing  lib.  lOoz., 
caught  with  large  minnows.  In  the  canal  some  good 
eels  and  some  perch  and  roach  have  been  taken. 
Some  trout  have  also  been  caught  in  the  Creedy  with 
usual  lures  in  the  cool  of  the  evening." — Red 
Palmee. 

Fen  District  (Sonth  Lines  and  Cambs). — 

Sport  in  this  district  is  not  what  may  be  called  brisk. 
It  is  not  what  may  be  termed  a  grand  country  for 
bream,  still,  on  the  whole,  this  fish  is  perhaps  pro- 
viding best  sport.  There  is  a  good  number  of  eels  of 
large  proportions  in  most  of  the  drains,  and  they 
furnish  some  sport  for  those  who  like  to  seek 
them.  Roach  are  rather  more  lively  after  bait,  but 
yet  they  are  not  what  may  be  called  in  first  class  con- 
dition. The  Middle  Level  drain,  and  also  the  Lower 
Level  drain  have  furnished  a  few  baskets  on  the  Cam- 
bridgeshire side,  and  I  hear  the  subscribers  of  the 
Forty-foot  have  been  doing  pretty  well  about  Billing- 
borough  and  also  about  the  lower  end. — Limpet. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade). — Water  very  bright  and  clear, 
the  weeds  are  troublesome  in  many  parts,  still  a  few 
good  swims  can  be  found  between  them  that  (given  a 
better  state  of  the  water)  would  yield  plenty  of  sport 
with  roach  and  dace.  I  am  sorry  my  early  predictions 
have  not  come  true,  as  sport  on  the  whole  has  been 
disappointing.  Some  nice  baskets  of  roach,  however, 
have  been  obtained  from  the  Mill  Pit.  One  well-known 
local  angler  secured,  in  three  hours'  fishing,  twenty- 
seven  nice  roach  averaging  Jib.,  largest  l|lb.  I  am 
longing  for  a  good  rain  to  freshen  and  colour  the  water. 
— Kingfisheb. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — With  the  water  clear  and 
weedy  and  the  weather  cold,  stormy  and  changeable — 
the  novel  sight,  in  July,  of  anglers  in  top  boots  and 
Eou'-westers,  has  been  witnessed  up  the  river  this 
week — not  much  sport  could  be  looked  for,  and 
down  to  the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday)  no 
heavy  baskets  are  reported.  Roach,  dace,  chub, 
bream,  and  eels  have  all  been  taken,  and  a  good 
many  perch  have  been  met  with  in  the  public 
reaches  and  been  returned,  these  fish  not  being 
retainable  there  until  Aug.  12.  An  eel  of  31b.  2oz.  has 
been  taken  on  leger  tackle,  by  Mr.  Beaumont,  in  the 
Broxbourne  waters,  and  among  some  roach  captured 
in  the  Ware  district,  have  been  several  up  to  and  over 
lib.  Bream  have  not  been  feeding  well  owing  to  the 
cold  snap,  and  no  barbel  or  trout  are  reported  captured. 
Anglers  might  give  the  chub  a  last  trial  for  the  season 
with  cherries  if  they  can  get  any  stream.  Weir-pools 
and  backwaters  are  the  most  likely  spots.  Mr.  Stein- 
hart,  in  a  tributary,  has  been  among  the  big  dace 
again.  There  he  got  them  up  to  14Joz. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — The  sport  in  these  waters  still 
continues  to  improve,  one  angler  landing  4  stone  101b. 
of  bream  (largest  catch  at  present  this  season).  Other 
catches  recorded  during  the  week  were  two  of  two  stone 
each  and  one  of  201b.  Roach  anglers  have  had  more 
success  during  this  week,  some  very  fine  fish  having 
having  been  landed. — P.  W.  G. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Eingsland).— 
Rivers  are  in  good  order,  clear,  and  a  full  summer 
level.  Weather  has  been  variable,  some  days  very 
cold.  Grayling  are  beginning  to  rise  fairly  well. 
Nearly  all  the  midsummer  flies  are  now  out,  including 
Yellow  Dun,  Slate  Blue,  Silver  Dun,  Orange  Palmer, 


Ants,  and  Black  Gnat  for  day ;  and  female  Yellow 
Dun,  Red  Spinner,  Dark  Owl,  July  Gnat,  Coachman, 
and  Caddis  for  evening  fishing.  Minnow  spinning  i8 
effective  now,  and  is  a  good  method  of  getting  rid  of 
some  of  the  old  cannibal  trout,  to  the  benefit  of  the 
preserve.  Prospects  for  coming  week  are  fairly  good. 
R.  T.  Williams. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these  . 
noted  trout  and  greyling  streams  continue  to  run  in 
capital  order  for  fishing.  The  very  hot  weather  has 
changed  this  week  to  more  cool  and  comfortable 
weather,  and  on  Tuesday  some  very  nice  falls  of  rain 
were  had,  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  there  have  been 
more  showers,  which  have  greatly  improved  the 
prospects  of  sport.  The  fish  in  both  streams  are 
rising  well. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Feterborongh). — Anglers  have  done  very 
well  in  the  Alwalton  Lynch  district  during  the  past 
week,  and  the  nice  rains  we  have  had  have  greatly 
improved  matters.  In  several  parts  of  the  river  near 
the  town  swims  have  been  let,  as  a  clearance  was 
necessary  if  any  satisfactory  angling  was  to  be  done. 
A  deputation  of  the  Town  Council  met  the  Nene 
Valley  Commissioners  at  the  end  of  last  week  to  make 
representations  as  to  the  condition  of  the  river,  but 
nothing  was  promised  by  them. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  sudden  change 
from  hot  to  cold  weather,  which  has  taken  place  during 
the  past  week,  has  had  a  bad  effect  on  the  fishing, 
The  morning  rise  from  7  a.m.  to  10  a.m.  has  practically 
ceased,  and  the  evening  rise  has  been  much  less. 
However,  at  time  of  reporting  (July  23)  the  weather 
has  much  improved,  and  with  a  return  of  summer 
heat  sport  may  be  hopefully  looked  for.  At  8.30  p  ra, 
on  July  22  trout  were  rising — a  local  rod  took  a  beauty 
weighing  lib.  The  river  is  at  normal  level.  No 
captures  of  peal  as  yet  reported. — Hebon. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry,  Hunts). — River  has  been 
very  low,  but  is  now  up  again,  and  chub  have  been  the 
principal  takes,  Mr.  Maclean  getting  among  his  lot 
one  four-pounder,  on  Tuesday  evening.  Mr.  Smythe 
took  a  rudd  21b.  8oz.  The  bream  are  only  just 
coming  on,  but  we  shall  soon  get  busy  with  them,  as 
there  are  a  great  quantity  of  them  here. — A.  Scard. 

Flymonth. — We  have  had  some  welcome  rain, which 
greatly  improved  the  rivers,  but  although  circum- 
stances have  improved,  still  very  few  fish  have  been 
taken.  I  hear  that  they  have  been  having  good  sport 
with  the  peel  on  the  Fowey,  and  some  nice  dishes  of 
trout  have  been  taken  on  the  higher  waters  of  the 
Meavy.  The  whole  of  the  rivers  would  be  better  for 
more  rain. — William  Heabdeb. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llan;  my- 
nech). — As  far  as  angling  is  concerned,  not  the  least 
fault  can  at  present  be  found  with  the  weather. 
Farmers  may  and  do  grumble  at  it,  for  its  April-like 
character  and  the  frequent  showers,  if  they  do  hinder 
harvest  operations,  tend  very  much  to  keep  the  rivers 
in  good  condition,  and  the  thunder  in  the  air 
makes  the  eel  tribe  very  lively,  to  the  great 
delight  of  those  fond  of  this  kind  of  sport. 
Anglers  at  present  appear  to  enjoy  themselves 
most  in  the  upper  part  of  all  these  streams,  and 
excellent  bags  have  been  recently  taken,  which 
compare  most  favourably  with  those  obtained  in  the 
lower  reaches.  Fair  sport  has  also  been  had  in  the 
Shropshire  Union  Canal,  where  trolling  is  very  exten- 
sively practised  with  good  results. — Vybnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — Variable 
has  been  the  weather  of  the  week  in  the  south — the 
temperature  in  the  shade  varying  from  75  deg.  to 
under  60  deg.  Thunder  showers  we  have  experienced, 
but  as  a  rule  rivers  are  too  bright  for  sport.  From  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Ouse  a  few  roach  have  been  taken 
— the  heaviest  notified  lib.  7oz.  A  trout  of  31b.  was 
taken  on  tight  tackle  with  paste  by  a  local  angler. 
A  few  roach  are  notified  from  the  lower  reaches 
and  bream  up  to  fib.  Chichester  canal  has  been  well 
patronised,  but  fish  have  not  fed  so  well  as  a  week 
since.  A  brace  of  tench  2Jlb.  and  21b.  were  taken  on 
Monday  in  the  Donnington  reach,  and  bream  of  2Jlb., 
roach  of  14oz.,  and  perch  up  to  9oz.  from  Hunston 
downwards.  Eels  of  2f  lb.  have  been  taken  with  live 
and  dead  bait.  Bass  of  91b.  have  been  caught  at 
Pilsea  piles,  Chichester  harbour. — Geobge  F.  Salteb. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — An  angler  has  taken  a  nice  dish 
of  trout  on  the  Torridge,  and  others  have  done  fairly 
well.  The  bass,  owing  to  the  rain  and  cold  winds, 
have  disappeared.  The  Barnstaple  Fishing  Club  have 
found  the  net-men  sweeping  the  rivers  and  destroying 
their  mullet  sport.  Salmon  with  the  rise  of  tides 
came  into  the  rivers,  and  a  good  number  were  netted. 
Rivers  not  yet  high  enough  for  the  rod  and  line  men. 
Dace  have  been  taking  on  well.  I  took  fifty-two  one 
day  and  thirty-one  another ;  other  fishermen  have  had 
bettor  catches.  Prawns  and  lobsters  have  been  taken 
round  the  coast.  I  heard  of  some  nice  catches  of 
trout  at  Lynmouth  last  week. — Rosty  Game. 

Stour  (Grove  Ferry,  Kent). — Glad  to  report  a 
great  improvement  in  the  condition  of  river.  Weed 
cutting  now  finished  on  the  upper  waters.  During 
the  week  Mr.  L.  Hyland  had  a  nice  basket  of  roach ; 
several  lots  of  his  tackle^were  carried  off,  the  breakaway 
presumably  by  bass.    Mr.  Forbes  also  had  decent 
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sport.  Mr.  A.  Hersant  (Highbury  A.S.)  on  Monday 
had  five  bream,  141b.,  besides  roach,  heaviest  bream, 
3§lb  — J.  KiBBY. 

Stour  (Wye,  Kent). — Several  good  bags  of  roach 
■were  taken  last  week  in  the  Central's  new  water.  Mr. 
Buxton  (sec,  Thurlow  A.S.)  had  101b.  of  roach 
averaging  fib.  each.  The  Ashford  Anglers  propose 
forming  a  club  for  the  district. 

Teme  (Lndlo'w). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  changeable  and  at  the 
beginning  of  the  week  it  was  very  cold  and  like 
autumn ;  this  has  been  followed  by  some  good  falls  of 
rain,  which  has  greatly  refreshed  the  river  and  has 
improved  the  prospects  of  sport.  The  fish  are  well  on 
the  feed  and  rise  freely  at  the  fly,  and  there  has  been  a 
"ooi  number  of  anglers  out  of  late,  and  sport  good. 
On  Saturday,  an  angler,  with  worm,  landed  four 
trout  and  six  eels  in  the  Teme.  On  the  Ashford 
water  some  very  nice  trout  and  grayling  have  been 
landed  with  Wickham  and  Coachman.  Fishing  on 
Monday  with  minnow,  three  trout,  scaling  2lb.  14oz., 
were  landed.  On  Tuesday  a  visitor  to  the  town  tried 
the  fly,  and  took  some  nice  grayling  and  a  few  trout. 
With  worm,  on  Wednesday,  several  very  good  fish  were 
caught  in  the  deep  water  under  the  Castle. — T.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbnry). — The  water  in  this  part  is  running 

in  good  order  for  fishing,  being  a  nice  level  and  clear, 
and  has  been  very  much  improved  by  some  nice 
showers  of  rain.  The  weather  has  not  been  so  hot, 
and  the  fish  have  been  on  the  move  better  during  the 
day,  and  it  has  been  more  comfortable  for  anglers  to 
get  out.  There  have  been  a  good  few  rods  on  the  river 
this  week,  and  they  have  tried  fly  and  wasp  grub  with 
success,  and  some  very  nice-sized  fish  have  been 
landed. — W^oecesteb. 

Trent  (Newark).  —  Barbel  fishermen  are  now 
anticipating  sport,  as  the  Trent  is  in  splendid  condi- 
tion, low  and  fine.  From  the  Muckham  water,  with 
greaves,  Mr.  J.  Fenton  secured  twelve  by  "stretting," 
and  from  Holme  length  Mr.  Slater  and  self  landed 
seven  with  gentles,  though  nothing  heavy  has  yet  been 
bagged.  From  the  Carlton  water  a  few  have  been 
secured,  and  should  the  river  remain  in  its 
present  state  the  barbel  swims  should  all  be 
occupied  during  the  coming  weeks.  A  nice  bag  (iOlb. 
of  mixed  fish)  fell  to  two  rods  above  Farndon  on 
Friday  afternoon — Mr.  Gill  and  Mr.  Eddowes.  Chub 
fishermen  have  not  been  successful,  the  best,  21b.  15oz., 
coming  from  Collingham.  Some  flounders  and  eels 
have  been  secured,  but  bream  are  shy.  Greaves  and 
gentles  are  best  baits  just  now. — Teentsider. 

Witham,  etc.  (Olid  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 
Seldom  have  anglers  had  such  good  luck  as  they  are 
having  at  present  on  the  Witham.  Near  the  Grand 
Sluice  they  had  many  bream  between  31b.  and  61b., 
and  one  was  landed  weighing  Gib.  7  oz.  About  Anton 
Gowts  and  Langrich  they  have  also  done  well  with 
worms.  One  angler  at  Anton  Gowts,  with  dew  worm, 
caught  a  brace  reaching  121b.  One  visitor  reports  the 
capture  of  a  lot  of  tench  in  the  lower  end  of  the  river. 
Bream  anglers  have  done  well  at  Bardney.  Fair  takes 
of  roach  have  been  caught  at  Kirkstead.  Round  the 
drains  about  Boston  sport  has  been  poor.  Small  roach 
have  been  caught  in  the  Bargate,  Frithbank,  and  Kel- 
gey  drains. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  weather 
during  the  past  week  has  been  so  changeable,  that 
fishing  has  not  been  pursued  with  very  good  success,  on 
some  days  a  cold  north-east  wind  was  blowing,  it  being 
scarcely  possible  to  keep  the  line  on  the  water.  Those 
'    gentlemen  who  have  fished  the  Wye  have  returned 
with  light  creels,  and  very  little  better  reports  are  to 
,    hand  from  the  Derwent.    Two  or  three  fish  is  about 
the  average  basket,  and  these  have  been  taken  fishing 
late  in  the  evening.    The  prospect  just  now  is  not  very 
rosy,  whilst  the  weather  is  unsettled  and  thunder  is 
banging  about. — Dotterel. 
t      Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
I    (Torks). — The  weather   for  some  days  past,  all 
through  Yorkshire,  has  been  far  more  like  November 
than  July,  therefore  I  was  not  at  all  surprised  in 
getting  two  grayling  to  one  trout  in  fishing  the 
Yore    on    Tuesday ;    the    first  grayling    took  a 
minnow  ravenously.     I  made  up  a    nice  basket 
j    afterwards  with  the  Waterhen  Bloa,  Dark  Watchett, 
and  Snipe    and    Purple.     To-day    (Wednesday)  it 
;    is  much  warmer,  with  brilliant  sunshine,  and  it  is 
I    to  be  hoped  it  will  continue  for  a  time,  for  we  are  in 
the  midst  of  the  hay  harvest.    The  Harrogate  Con- 
servative  Angling    Association    held    their  annual 
competition  on  Monday,  July  21,  at  Boroughbridge. 
The  takes  were  very  poor.    The  chief  prizes  went 
to  J.  Pickersgill,  J.  W.  Grassham,  and  J.  Child, 
j    A  few  brace  of  nice  trout  have  been  caught  up  the 
'    Wharfe,    the    natural    minnow    fished    on  Ariel 
'    tackle  and  the  Miller's  Thumb  Devon  proving  the 
I    best  baits  on   the    Kilnsey,    Burnsall,   and  other 
;    lengths.    What  few  fish  have  fallen  to  the  fly  have 
j    been  taken  with  the  Brown  Owl,  I'oult  Bloa,  Snipe 
j    Bloa,  Black  Midge,  and  Knotted  Midge.     On  Satur- 
day a  good  basket  or  two  were  taken  on  the  Ilkley 
'    length,   both  with   the  fly  and  the  worm,  fished 
w^ll  up  stream,  on  fine  Pennel  tackle,  the  bcs  | 


creel  containing  twelve  fish.  Below  here  little  of 
interest  has  transpired.  On  Saturday  the  Coronation 
Angling  Society,  Leeds,  had  a  competition — Mr.  A. 
Mawson  was  first  with  31b.  5oz. ;  Mr.  A.  Sleamer, 
second,  and  J.  H.  Webb,  third.  Some  Stock bpn  Anglers 
have  had  fair  sport  in  the  Swale  at  Merton  Bridge. 
They  exhibited  a  nice  show  of  trout,  roach,  dace,  chub, 
a  big  barbel,  and  a  very  large  percli  said  to  weigh 
about  41b.  A  fine  burbot  was  caught  the  other  day  in 
Bedale  Beck.  Sport  has  greatly  improved  up  the 
Nidd,  and  some  fine  baskets  of  perch,  roach,  dace,  etc., 
have  been  caught  with  the  gentle  in  the  lower  reaches, 
and  the  trout  fishermen  have  made  better  baskets  at 
Yateley  Bridge,  Dacre  Banks,  etc.,  the  fish  rising 
fairly  well  in  the  evenings  to  the  Poult  Bloa  and 
Knotted  Midge.  The  Derwent  has  not  fished  over  well. 
The  York  St.  Olave's  Angling  Association  had  their 
first  competition  at  Elvington  on  Saturday,  under 
unpleasant  conditions  as  to  weather,  etc.  The  takes  of 
roach  and  perch  were  poor.  W.  Mercer,  jr.,  was  first, 
W.  Jefferson  2nd,  and  H.  Giles  3rd.— J.  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgcach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairgf,  N.B.) 

Since  last  report  the  best  baskets  have  been :  On 
July  15,  forty-two  trout,  141b.,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  by 
Captain  Coulson  ;  on  July  16  the  same  angler  had 
forty-two  trout,  121b.,  on  Loch  Urigill.  On  July  17, 
Mr.  McLachlan,  London,  had  twenty-four  trout, 
6 Jib.,  and  Captain  Coulson,  forty-four  trout,  131b.,  on 
Cama. — B. 

Awe. — Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel  on  July  17, 
Rev.  W.  Upcher  had  two  sea-trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  McPher- 
son,  two  trout,  IJlbs.  18th,  Mr.  Wright,  three  trout, 
3|lb.  19th,  Mr.  McPherson  had  two  grilse,  81b.  and 
71b.,  also  two  trout,  31b.  2lBt,  Mr.  McPherson  had  a 
salmon,  91b. ;  Colonel  Jackson,  one  trout,  21b. ;  Major 
Spratt,  three  trout ;  Mr.  Rait,  three  trout,  31b..;  Mr. 
Workman,  one  trout,  IJlb. — D.  Macdonald. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — These  rivers  are  now 
running  low.  There  has  not  been  a  good  flood  since 
the  season  opened  in  February.  Mr.  W.  A.  Connell 
had  a  basket  containing  six  sea-trout  (one  3pb.),  one 
herling,  and  two  dozen  yellow  trout,  in  Broomholm 
water,  below  Langholm.  Dr.  Robertson  creeled  five 
sea-trout,  two  herling,  and  three  dozen  yellow 
trout.  Dr.  Beililo  caught  ten  sea-trout  and  eight 
herling  in  a  week's  fishing  in  Langholm  water. 
Dr.  Paterson  had  eight  sea-trout  and  some  herling. 
Dr.  Martin,  on  July  18,  creeled  one  sea-trout  and 
fourteen  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Graham,  Canonbie,  had 
ten  sea-trout  in  a  week's  fishing  in  Byreburn  Foot 
water.  Mr.  J.  Armstrong  had  five  sea-trout,  and  Mr. 
F.  Little  four  sea-trout,  at  a  night's  fishing  in  the 
same  water.  Mr.  John  Jardine,  Canonbie,  had  two  sea- 
trout  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk.  Dr.  Anderson 
caught  seven  sea-trout  in  a  week's  fishing  and  five 
sea-trout  in  three  nights'  fishing.  Mr.  R.  H.  Green 
creeled  ninety  yellow  trout  in  Garwald  water  and 
thirty-six  at  a  fishing  in  Meggat  water.  Mr.  Nichol 
and  Mr.  Redmayne  caught  five  sea-trout,  a  basket 
of  yellow  trout,  and  some  herling  in  Mr.  W.  Bell's 
Netherby  reserve  water.  Fair  catches  of  salmon  have 
been  had  at  Bowness  Fishery,  also  at  Port  Carlisle 
on  the  English  side  of  the  estuary.  In  the  mid- 
reaches  of  the  Esk  Mr.  R.  B.  Yates,  Woodslee,  killed 
fifteen  sea-trout  in  three  days'  fishing.  Dr.  Anderson 
killed  eight  sea-trout  in  a  week's  fishing,  three  of  them 
weighing  2Jlb.  each.  A  gentleman  staying  at  Woodhouse 
had  two -sea-trout  and  some  yellow  trout  in  Long  pool. 
In  the  water  between  Netherby  and  Canonbie  Mr. 
Brown  had  two  sea-trout  and  a  dozen  yellow  trout 
with  fly.  Mr.  Thos.  Steel  caught  two  sea-trout,  2Jlb. 
each,  and  two  herling.  Mr.  Jas.  Armstrong,  Green- 
burn,  creeled  five  sea-trout  in  the  Mid  reaches  ;  and 
Mr.  J.  Graham  Hollows  had  seven  sea-trout,  the 
weights  being  about  l^lb.  each.  In  Langholm  water 
Mr.  T.  Morrison  had  six  sea-trout  at  a  fishing.  Mr. 
W.  Weatherstone,  Langholm,  killed  two  at  Skipper's 
Bridge.  Mr.  J.  Telford  had  two  sea -trout 
and  one  herling.  Mr.  J.  Telford  had  four  sea-trout, 
Mr.  J.  Graham,  Langholm,  had  six  sea-trout,  and  Mr. 
A.  Jackson  five,  all  in  Langholm  water.  Mr.  Wm. 
Byers,  Thorniewhats,  killed  two  sea-trout.  In  the 
Liddle  Mr.  A.  Hardy  had  a  sea-trout  and  seven  dozen 
yellow  trout,  one  of  the  latter  weighing  31b.  Mr. 
Harkness,  Copshaw,  had  one  sea-trout,  and  Messrs. 
Carruthers,  Simpson,  and  others  had  fair  baskets  in 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle. — Gilnockie. 

Culag  Hotel,  Lochinver. — From  this  hotel  one 
grilse  and  one  salmon  were  got  on  July  18;  three 
salmon  on  July  19.  Brown  trout  doing  well. — J. 
Mackenzie. 


J.  E.  Millar,  Northern  Anglers'  DepOt,  19,  New  Station" 
street,  Leeds,  liolds  the  largest  stock  of  trout  flies,  sea-trout 
flies,  salmon  Hies,  casts,  and  general  flshing  tackle  in  the 
kingdom.  It  is  only  necessary  to  state  general  reiiuirements 
and  locality  reiiulred  for  to  ensure  suitable  goods  being  sent  by 
return.  .Selections  of  tlics  and  suitable  mounted  casts  made  up 
for  any  season  for  all  parts  of  the  country.  J.  E.  Miller  has 
been  a  practical  angler  for  over  30  years,  and  only  sends  out 
practical  goods  ;  his  selections  can  always  be  relied  upon. 


Deverou  (Banffshire). — The  weather  in  this  dis- 
trict has  of  late  been  very  changeable.  In  the  middle 
of  last  week  there  was  a  heavy  rainfall,  and  towards 
the  close  quite  a  storm  from  the  north,  which 
brought  in  a  high  sea,  wrecking  several  of  the  bag 
nets  at  the  coast  stations.  In  the  opening  of  the 
present  week  the  weather  was  so  mild  that  the 
herring  fishing  fleet,  when  they  left  the  port  on 
Monday  night  (July  21),  could  not  reach  the  fishing 
ground,  with  the  result  that  on  Tuesday  they  had 
scarcely  a  cran  of  herrings.  Since  the  rain  fell, 
however,  and  the  river  rose,  there  has  been  a  good 
appearance  of  fish  ascending,  and  with  better 
fishing  water  anglers  should  have  improved  sport. 
The  net  fishermen  on  the  Duff  House  water 
killed  a  large  number  of  grilse  for  the  week. 
While  they  were  engaged  with  the  sweep  net  on 
Saturday  last  they  landed  a  sea  trout  marked  6533A. 
The  mark  was  deeply  imbedded  in  the  flesh  of  the  fish 
as  though  it  had  been  carried  out  some  considerable 
time  ago.  The  trout  was  one  of  Gib.  weight.  For  the 
past  week  the  reports  from  the  coast  stations  in  the 
Deveron  district  were  very  satisfactory,  and  the 
number  of  boxes  of  fish  consigned  to  the  markets  was 
between  twenty  and  thirty.  Grilse  average  61b.,  and 
salmon  151b.— H.W. 

 . — On  Mr.  Porter's  fishing  at  Comiehaugh 

Mr.  W.  Williamson,  on  the  19th,  landed  three  grilse 
scaling  71b.,  71b.,  and  41b.  respectively;  on  the  21st 
three  grilse  of  71b  ,  61b.,  and  61b.  ;  and  on  the  22nd 
one  grilse  of  41b.  On  the  same  day  Mr.  Porter  killed 
a  grilse  of  41b  on  the  Marnock  Lodge  section. — 
Rethop. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).  —  Fishing 
from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches  have  been 
had  :  Mr.  W.  Webb— July  10  (1  grilse,  51b.).  Professor 
Purdie— 10th  (1  grilse,  51b.) ;  17th  (1  grilse,  GJlb.) ; 
19th  (1  trout,  lib,).  Mr.  Keeling— 10th  (7  trout,  41b., 
1  grilse,  31b.);  11th  (2  grilse,  51b.,  5ilb.) ;  14th  (2 
salmon,  7^1b.  each) ;  16th  (1  sea  trout,  71b.,  1  grilse, 
71b.) ;  19th  (2  grilse,  3pb.,  3ilb.).  Mr.  Andrews— 10th 
(2  grilse,  GJlb.,  6Jlb.,  2  salmon,  71b.,  7ilb.).  Mr.  Clay 
—11th  (1  salmon,  161b.).  Mr.  Booth  and  Major 
Barlow— 14th  (26  trout,  141b.).  Mr.  Cooke— 16th 
(7  trout,  41b.)  ;  18th  (1  salmon,  101b.).  Rev.  Mr. 
Morgan— 17th  (1  grilse,  51b.);  18th  (1  grilse,  51b.). 
Messrs.  S.  and  N.  Webb— 17th  (10  trout,  51b.) ;  19th 
(16  trout,  71b.).  Mr.  C.  Cooke— 17th  (1  grilse,  Q^lh.) ; 
18th  (1  grilse,  61b.).  Major  Barlow— 17th  (3  trout, 
2Jlb.).  Captain  Wilson— 18th  (24  trout,  101b.).  Sir 
Montagu  Pollock- 18th  (11  trout,  41b.).  Mr.  Lewis— 
19th  (1  salmon,  81b.).  Mr.  0.  Lewis— 19th  (1  grilse, 
61b.).  Messrs.  Cooke— 19th  (15  trout,  51b.).— W. 
Wallace. 

Lochs  Birsay,  Hunland  and  Swanney  (Orkney). 

— Fishing  from  Barony  Hotel,  Birsay,  the  following 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  got : — July  1,  Sheriff  Darsey, 
twelve,  4Jlb. ;  Dr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Cook,  six,  2Jlb.  3rd, 
Dr.  Wilson,  fourteen,  6Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Darsay  and  Cook, 
fourteen,  51b.  7th,  Dr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Cook,  seven- 
teen, 91b. ;  Mr.  Darsey,  seven,  2Jlb. ;  Captain  Machell, 
nineteen,  61b.  8th,  Dr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Cook,  twenty, 
71b.  ;  Mr.  Darsey,  three,  lib.  10th,  Dr.  Wilson  and 
Mr.  Cook,  fifteen,  6Jlb.  11th,  Captain  Machell,  twelve, 
6Jlb.  ;  Dr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Cook,  twenty-eight,  9Jlb. 
12th,  Mr.  Darsey,  one,  lib.  ;  Captain  Machell,  two, 
21b.  ;  Mr.  and  ^Nlrs.  Brown,  five,  2Jlb.  Weather  very 
unfavourable  for  fishing,  but  is  now  warmer  and 
better. — John  Spence. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar). — Fishing  from 
Invergyle  House  on  July  19  and  21,  Bailie  Carswell 
and  party  had  thirty-eight  trout,  weighing  201b.  From 
Stronachlachar  Hotel,  on  Loch  Katrine,  18th,  Messrs. 
Menzie  and  Nowery,  eight  trout,  4^1b.  ;  on  the  19th, 
four  trout,  61b.  ;  on  the  21st,  seven  trout,  6Jlb.,  one  of 
which  weighed  2Jlb.  Messrs.  Williamson  and  Stewart, 
21st,  ten  trout,  4Jlb.,  and  one  pike,  lljlb. — Donald 
Ferguson. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  showers  we  have 
had  here  lately  have  made  no  perceptible  difference  on 
the  loch,  which  is  much  too  clear  and  low.  Trout 
have  been  in  a  rising  mood,  though  the  condition  of 
the  water  has  kept  them  from  taking.  The  fish 
captured  have  seldom  been  of  so  large  a  size  as  at 
present,  2-pounders  being  quite  common.  Rather 
light  creels  have  not  been  inviting  to  the  angler, 
and  there  has  been  little  inquiry  for  boats.  Six- 
teen members  of  the  Dunfermline  Club  captured 
with  fly  thirty-one  splendid  fish,  which  weighed  391b. 
The  heaviest  creel  contained  six  trout  of  81b.  loz.  ; 
second,  Mr.  T.  Hill,  four  trout,  61b.  13oz.  An  evening 
competition  was  held  by  the  Edinburgh  Amateur 
Club  on  Saturday  (July  19),  which  proved  the  most 
successful  of  evening  competitions  here  this  season, 
ten  rods  killing  with  fly  twenty-seven  trout,  which 
weighed  close  upon  371b.  The  first  prize  was  won  by 
Mr.  L.  S.  Spence  with  five,  weighing  71b.  5oz. ;  second, 
Mr.  R.  P.  Wilson,  five  trout,  71b.  3oz.  Fifteen  members 
of  the  Waverlej'  Club  had  thirty-three  trout  of 
401b.  13oz.  Private  parties  : — Mr.  Hardie  and  Mr. 
Galloway,  Edinburgh,  ten  trout,  121b.  12oz.  ;  Mr. 
McDonald,  Alloa,  six  trout,  101b. :  Mr.  Millar,  Edin- 
burgh, six  trout,  91b. ;  Master  John  Martin,;Edinburgh, 
six  trout,  71b.  8oz. ;    Mr.  Howie,  Glesgow,  seven 
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PRESS  OPINIONS.  — 


spectator. — 

"  The  Times  History  is  the 
finest  popular  history  of  a  war 
ever  offered  to  the  puhlic,  both 
in  the  high  literary  standard  of 
its  text,  and  its  splendour  of 
production.  Owners,  editor, 
and  writers  alike  have  reason 
to  be  proud  of  the  results  of 
their  labours ;  for  ourselves, 
we  can  say  nothing  better 
about  the  book  than  that  the 
next  volume  will  be  as  eagerly 
looked  for  as  this  one  has  been 
read,  and  we  are  much  mis- 
taken if  we  do  not  speak  for 
the  public." 

Daily  Telegraph. — 

"  With  the  appointment  of 
Lord  Roberts  to  the  supreme 
command  this  volume  closes. 
It  has  its  faults — chiefly  on  the 
side  of  sweeping  generalisa- 
tions—but its  virtues  far  out- 
weigh them.  It  is  absolutely 
frank  and  fearless  ;  every  page 
bears  witness  to  the  immense 
pains  which  have  been  taken 
to  arrive  at  the  truth,  and  if 
that  truth  is  not  flattering  to 
the  national  pride,  the  fault  at 
bottom  lies  with  the  nation 
itself.  The  author  truly  says, 
'  The  nation  has  been  ready  to 
spend  money  on  its  Army,  but 
has  been  utterly  indifferent  to 
the  conditions  of  military 
efficiency.' " 

Guardian. — 

"  The  facts  are  well  mar- 
shalled, so  far  as  it  is  possible 
to  see ;  the  conclusions  are 
logical,  the  style  is  lucid.  The 
result  is  a  volume  which  may 
fairly  take  a  place  on  the 
shelves  alongside  Kaye,  and 
Napier,  and  Kinglake,  and 
Malleson." 

Pali  Mall  Gazette.^ 

"  Mr.  Amery  has  proved 
himself  to  he  a  most  admirable 
military  historian ;  indeed,  if 
we  were  to  rank  him  as  the 
best  narrator  of  a  contem- 
porary war  since  Napier  and 
Kinglake,  we  should  scarcely 
overrate  his  talent." 
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PRESS  OPINIONS. 


Athenasum. — 

"  We  are  able  to  give  almost 
unreserved  praise  to  the  second 
volume  of  The  Times  His- 
tory OP  THE  War  in  South 
Africa,  by  Mr.  L.  S.  Amery 
(Sampson  Low  &  Co.)." 


National  Review. — 

"  A  Great  Book.  We  do  not 
think  that  the  brilliant  author 
of  The  Times  History  of 
THE  War  need  apologise,  as  he 
does  in  the  preface,  for  the  long 
interval  between  the  appear- 
ance of  the  first  and  second 
volumes.  Great  as  is  the 
literary  skill  in  handling  an 
enormous  mass  of  complicated 
and  confused  facts,  and  keeping 
them  in  due  subordination  to 
the  main  narrative,  the  moral 
qualities  of  the  book  are  even 
greater.  The  facts  being  es- 
tablished, the  inferences  are 
driven  home  with  a  fairness 
but' a  fearlessness  rare  in  any 
record  of  contemporary  events 
and  beyond  all  praise." 


Daily  Mail.— 

"  The  second  volume  of  The 
Times  History  op  the  War 
IN  South  Africa  (Sampson 
Low),  published  to-day,  is  in 
many  ways  a  sensational  work 
— sensational  in  that  it  makes 
disclosures  which  up  to  now 
have  been  scrupulously  con- 
cealed from  the  public  by  the 
Press  censorship  and  the  studied 
vagueness  of  despatches.  As  a 
result  the  extraordinary  in- 
terest of  this  instalment  is  not 
to  be  denied.  It  brings  us  down 
to  the  battle  of  Colenso,  and 
is  written  throughout  in  a 
calm  and  critical  style.  .  .  . 
The  volume  is  throughout  of 
enthralling  interest  and  it 
promises  to  be  of  immense 
value  to  the  present  and  to 
future  generations.  A  word 
must  be  said  for  the  excellent 
and  accurate  battle  plans, 
printed  in  colours,  and  for  the 
numerous  good  illustrations." 


The  third  Volume  will  include  the  sieges  of  Mafeking,  Kimberley,  and  Ladysmith,  and  will  carry  the  military 
operations  to  the  capture  of  Bloemfontein. 

The  fourth  will  probably  carry  the  war  to  the  occupation  of  Pretoria  and  Koomati  Poort,  and  the  return  of  Lord 
Roberts. 

The  fifth  and  sixth  will  recount  the  guerilla  warfare  and  the  operations  unc'er  Lord  Kitchener  to  their  success= 
ful  close.    The  whole  six  volumes  being  completed  by  an  elaborate  index. 
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trout,  101b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  John  Wright,  Kinross,  five 
trout,  71b.  Soz.  Perch  fishing  is  the  worst  for  some 
years.  They  have  been  later  in  spawning  than  usual, 
and  are  not  frequenting  their  favourite  haunts  at  this 
season.  Two  boats  on  Tuesday  brought  in  close  upon 
one  hundred  each,  which  were  the  best  so  far  this 
year.  The  Dunfermline  Artisan  Club  had  a  day 
among  these  fish  on  Monday,  but  met  with  little 
success.  The  first  prize  was  awarded  for  a  creel 
containing  eleven  perch,  'which  weighed  6Ib.  12oz. 
The  heaviest  produced  scaled  lib.  3Joz. — Robt.  B. 
LAraG. 

Iiochmaddy  Hotel  (Nortli  Uist). — Fishing  from 
this  hotel  from  July  8  to  19,  Colonel  Bannatyne, 
Messrs.  Bannatyne,  Farie,  Prendergast,  and  Crawford, 
Majors  Heygate  and  Chambers,  and  Mr.  Hovenden 
had  462  brown  trout  and  12  sea-trout ;  heaviest.  If  lb. 
Best  basket  was  got  on  Loch  Fada  by  Major  Heygate 
— 48  brown  trout,  191b. — D.  Macfadyen. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — The  Deb.— On  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Dee  the   Duchess  of  Fife's 
pools  are  teeming  with  fish,  but  H.R.H.  is  not  now 
expected  north  till  after  the  Coronation.    On  the 
Aboyne  waters  last  week  an  angler  had  two  grilse 
and  a  salmon,  the  former  151b.  and  the  latter  31b. 
and  41b.  respectively.    On  the  mid-reaches  a  few 
grilse  continue  to  be  got,  but  nothing  compared 
with  the  numbers  in  the  pools.    Below  Potarch 
Bridge  the  bottom  of  the  river  is  literally  black 
with  fish,  but  only  an  occasional  one  is  rising  to 
an  evening  fly.    On  the  Feugh  and  side  streams  good 
;  baskets  are  being  made  with  the  worm.    Don. — On 
t  the  reaches  above  Kintore  fairly  good  sport  is  being 
■  had  all  over,  and  some  heavy  trout  of  41b.  and  up  to 
pS^lb.  have  been  landed,  chiefly  to  spinning  baits.  On 
r  the  Ythan  Mr.  Forbes  had  two  beauties  of  3|lb.  and 
P  41b.  each,  and  Mr.  Rae  two  trout  of  21b.  each.    On  the 
Ugie  little  or  nothing  is  being  done.    All  depends  on 
the  weather  for  decent  sport. — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  IT.B.). — 
Since*  last  report  hotel  anglers  have  had  the  following 
sport :  On  July  15,  Messrs.  Simpson  and  Barton, 
thirty-nine  trout,  161b.,  on  Piag  beat.  On  16th,  the 
last-mentioned  anglers,  thirty-two  trout,  131b.,  on 
Upper  Fiag,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caldecott,  Hertford, 
forty,  141b.,  on  Loch  Gorm.  On  17th,  Messrs.  Simpson 
and  Barton,  on  Mid  Shin  beat,  thirty-eight,  13 Jib., 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caldecott,  twenty- four,  81b.,  on 
Gorm  Loch.  On  18th,  Messrs.  Sainsbury,  Bath, 
eighteen  trout,  71b.,  on  Upper  Fiag,  and  Messrs. 
Simpson  and  Barton,  on  Lower  Fiag,  forty-two,  IS^b. 
On  19th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caldecott,  forty  trout,  15Jlb., 
on  Top  Shin,  and  Messrs.  Sainsbury,  on  Gorm  Loch, 
twenty-three,  201b.  On  21st,  the  last-mentioned 
anglers,  ninety  trout,  20Jlb.,  on  Loch  Merkland ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Walker,  Newport,  on  Upper  Piag,  thirty- 
two,  13|lb.,  and  Mr.  Charles  and  Miss  Walker,  New- 
port, thirty-eight,  151b.,  on  Lower  Fiag. — B. 


Oykell  Hotel  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— On  July  11  Mr. 
Streatfleld,  London,  got  two  salmon  of  161b.  and  131b., 
on  Langwell  Pool,  a  grilse  of  Gib.  on  Long  Pool,  and 
another  of  51b.  on  George's  Pool.  On  July  14th,  15th, 
16th  Mr.  S.  Moore,  London,  was  the  only  angler  out, 
and  landed,  on  various  pools  in  the  three  days,  seven 
sea-trout,  averaging  IJlb.  each,  six  grilse,  weighing 
respectively  61b.,  61b.,  51b.,  51b.,  4Jlb.,  and  4Jlb.  On 
July  17th,  Mr.  Streatfleld  had  a  15jlb.  salmon  on 
George's  Pool,  and  two  sea-trout  of  IJlb.  and  a  grilse 
of  61b.  on  Crag  Pool.— B. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 
On  July  21  the  most  successful  anglers  were  Messrs. 
Malloch  and  Wilson,  Perth,  and  Mr.  Wotherspoon. 
Messrs.  Malloch  and  Wilson  had  fifty- four  trout,  211b., 
on  Loch  Chain  No.  1 ;  Mr.  Wotherspoon,  twenty,  81b., 
on  Loch  Laig  Ard;  and  Mr.  Malloch,  jun.,  sixteen, 
81b.,  on  Chain  No.  2  — B. 

Shin  (Znveran  Hotel,  Sutherland,  N.B.). — On 
July  15  Mr.  Burbeok,  two  grilse,  81b.  and  61b. ;  and  on 
16th  two  of  71b.  and  41b. ;  on  17th  Mr.  Gurney,  a  161b. 
salmon,  and  Mr.  Burbeck  a  51b.  grilse  ;  on  18th  Mr. 
Gurney,  two  grilse,  61b.  and  51b.,  and  Mr.  Burbeck 
two  of  91b.  and  61b. ;  on  19th  Mr.  Gurney  a  51b. 
grilse,  and  Mr.  Burbeck  four,  of  81b.,  71b.,  61b.,  and 
41b.— B. 

Sonth  of  Scotland. — The  herling  are  now  running 
strongly  in  the  Border  rivers,  and  despite  the  low 
conditions  of  the  various  rivers  some  good  sport  is 
being  had  during  the  evenings  with  the  fly.  Herling 
are  this  week  appearing  in  fair  quantities  in  the  lower 
Annan,  and  catches  of  over  a  dozen  are  being  caught 
with  small  night  fly.  In  the  lower  Annan  Mr. 
Thomson  had  two  sea-trout  on  Friday  (July  18). 
Mr.  D.  London,  jun.,  five  herling  with  night  fly. 
Mr.  J.  Bell  had  six.  Mr.  Wm.  Johnstone  took  a 
dozen  herling  at  the  Brewery  stream  on  Monday 
morning  with  small  day  fly.  Better  baskets  have 
been  made  since  Monday.  Mr.  P.  Loudin,  Edin- 
burgh, flshed  the  Northfield  private  water  early 
on  Monday  morning  and  had  about  a  dozen  herling. 
Mr.  Scott,  the  lessee,  is  having  some  herling  near  the 
sluice  at  Northfleld.  On  Tuesday  night  (July  22) 
Mr.  J.  C.  Thexton  had  six  herling  with  the  evening 
fly,  and  he  had  thirteen  during  the  daytime.  Mr. 
Carrick  caught  nine  herling  on  Tuesday  night,  and  lost 
a  sea-trout  in  the  landing.  Mr.  McGiverin  had  several 
nice  lots  of  herling,  as  also  had  various  other  rods. 
Fishing  in  the  Mount  Annan  water  on  Saturday,  Mr. 
Thorburn  Brydekirk  caught  thirteen  herling  and  one 
sea-trout,  and  he  had  a  sea-trout  on  Monday  night. 
Mr.  Thorburn  Kirtlebridge  caught  over  a  dozen  herling 
in  Mount  Annan  water  on  Monday  night,  and  he  had 
a  sea-trout  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  day.  In  the  Nith 
a  few  herling  are  being  taken  in  the  town  water,  and 
a  number  of  fair  catches  are  also  being  had  above  the 
town.  Moderate  sport  is  being  had  in  the  Galloway 
rivers,  and  small  catches  of  yellow  trout  are  being 
taken  in  the  Ayrshire  lochs. — Heatheebbll. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Cold  snaps  of  weather  con- 
tinue to  be  experienced,  so  that  sport  is  not  altogether 
what  it  should  be.  On  the  Carron  water,  on  Monday, 
Mr.  Trant,  Carron  House,  had  a  grilse  of  51b.  ;  and  on 
the  same  day.  Sir  Ford  Forth,  one  of  similar  weight ; 
while  Mr.  James  Trant,  gamekeeper,  had  one  of  4^1b. 
From  the  Aberlour  water,  also  on  Monday,  Mr.  John 
Mackenzie,  fisherman,  had  two  of  4^1b.  each ;  and  Mr. 
Willets,  from  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  a  salmon  of 
81b.,  and  two  grilse  of  51b.  and  31b.  On  the  following 
day  (Tuesday)  Mr.  Borwick  had  a  grilse  of  5 Jib.,  and 
on  Wednesday,  Mr.  W.  Duncan,  fisherman,  had  one  of 
61b.  ;  and  on  Thursday,  Mr.  Willets,  one  of  61b.— J. M. 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters. — Fishing  from  this  hotel 
the  following  catches  of  trout  have  been  had  : — On 
July  14,  Mr.  Brown  had  twenty-two,  8Jlb.  ;  Mr.  and 
Miss  Trousdale,  fourteen,  51b. ;  Mr.  Bourne,  twenty- 
one,  111b.  ;  Mr.  Swan,  six.  On  July  15,  Mr.  Bourne 
had  two,  SJlb. ;  Mr.  Swan,  five,  101b.  On  July  16,  Mr. 
and  Miss  Trousdale  had  fourteen,  5Jlb.,  and  one  grilse, 
3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Brown,  thirty-two,  151b. ;  Mr.  Yarborough, 
fifteen,  61b. ;  Mr.  Bourne,  thirteen,  6Jlb  ;  Mr.  Swan, 
nine,  3Jlb.    On  July  17,  Mr.  and  Miss  Trousdale  had 


sixteen,  GJlb.  ;  Mr.  Bourne,  fifteen,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Yar- 
borough, one  salmon,  4 Jib.  On  July  18,  Mr.  Rudyard 
had  thirty-five,  lOJlb.  ;  Mr.  Bourne,  thirty  trout,  111b. ; 
Mr.  and  Miss  Trousdale,  twenty,  91b.  On  July  10, 
Mr.  Bourne  had  twenty-five,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Rudyard, 
fifteen,  101b.,  and  one  salmon,  4|lb.— M.  MacInnks. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Eilrea). — Heavy  showers  of  rain  and  cold 
north  wind  have  prevailed  over  Ulster  for  the  past 
week.  There  were  a  few  inches  of  flood  water  in 
the  tributaries,  but  not  enough  to  cause  salmon  to 
ascend  from  the  lake  and  main  stream.  The  run 
of  grilse  that  was  the  largest  and  continued  longest 
of  any  known  for  years  has  now  ceased,  but 
there  are  many  large  summer  fish  yet  coming 
in.  All  the  stretches  are  well  stocked,  and  will 
remain  so  till  a  flood  comes  to  take  them  over  the 
weirs.  Fewer  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  pools,  in 
proportion  to  the  numbers  they  hold,  than  in  past 
seasons.  All  the  best  taking  flies  that  once  made 
records  are  refused  with  a  few  exceptions,  and  new 
patterns  have  taken  their  places.  Not  only  is  this 
the  case  on  the  Bann,  but  on  many  other  rivers  as  well. 
I  wish  some  of  the  many  scientists  who  read  the  Fishing 
Gazette  would  tell  the  cause  of  this.  Trout  have  been 
taking  the  natural  fly  well,  and  some  nice  baskets  have 
been  caught.  Captain  Pole  took  two  salmon,  91b.  and 
17Jlb. ;  Dr.  Clements  one  grilse,  41b. ;  and  Mr.  P. 
Dawson  one  grilse,  61b.,  on  the  Kilrea  reach.  Mr. 
W.  H.  Wilson  nine  salmon  and  grilse,  from  61b.  to 
221b.  ;  and  Mr.  Wolff,  M.P.,  seven  salmon  and  grilse, 
from  61b.  to  91b.,  on  the  Caronroe  section. — Daniel 
O'Pbb. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  local  streams  are 
again  low  and  out  of  order  for  trout  fishing.  The  dams 
are  commencing  to  show  better  sport,  particularly  the 
Woodburn  dams,  which  hold  fish  up  to  61b.  and  71b. 
— shy,  wary  customers  who  are  adepts  in  the  art  of 
"  doing  "  the  angler.  Mr.  Tom  Wilson  had  six  trout 
on  Monday,  Mr.  J.  J.  Loughhead  a  brace  ranging  from 
Jib.  to  21b.— J.  A.  B. 

Black-water  (Benburb,  co.  Tyrone). — The  river 
is  running  down.  Since  last  notes  several  salmon 
were  killed  by  local  men,  heaviest  20Jlb.,  taken  by  Mr. 
Wills.— J.  A.  B. 

Black-water  (co.  Cork).— On  Ballyduff,  Com- 
mander W.  Steward,  R.N.,  July  20,  three  salmon, 
121b.,  71b.,  61b.  On  Mocollop,  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  four, 
81b.,  71b.,  61b.,  61b.  On  Ballynaroon,  Major  Stables  and 
Mr.  Todd,  three  peal,  71b.,  61b.,  41b.  On  Careysville, 
Mr.  Gordon  Cunard,  twenty  salmon  and  peal,  from 
July  5  to  13.  At  Lismore  fishing  has  been  very  good 
for  past  week.  Peal  are  numerous. — W.  Haynes  and 
Son. 

Castle  Biiver  (co.  Donegal).— Fishing  this  river 
on  the  17th  and  18th  inst.,  Mr.  William  Hunter 
killed  one  salmon,  81b.,  and  fourteen  sea-trout,  from 
lib.  to  2Jlb.— J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  During 
the  past  week  Mr.  Joseph  Hone  landed  four  salmon 
of  161b,,  91b.,  81b.,  and  l^lh. ;  Mr.  S.  V.  Thomas,  four 
of  91b.,  91b.,  71b.,  and  71b. ;  Mr.  D.  E.  Glynn,  one  of 
181b. ;  Mr.  John  Stone,  two  of  111b.  and  71b. ;  Mr.  R. 
S.  Johnston,  four  salmon  and  grilse  of  141b.,  81b.,  71b., 
and  31b. ;  Mr.  T.  N.  Hugo  landed  one  salmon  of  71b. 
The  Erne  has  not  had  such  a  fine  supply  of  salmon  in 
every  pool  on  the  river  for  several  years  past  as  it  has 
at  present. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Keirry). — 
Sport  has  fallen  off  owing  to  bright,  calm,  and  sultry 
weather,  and  rapidly  falling"  water.  The  baskets  of 
sea-trout  had  contained  from  three  to  nine  fish,  four 
or  five  fish  being  about  the  average  basket,  exclusive 
of  brown  trout.  Peal  and  sea-trout  continue  to  arrive 
in  good  numbers.  On  July  19,  on  the  river,  Mr. 
Humphreys  had  two  fresh-run  peal.  Rock  fishing  has 
accounted  for  some  sport  at  sea,  and  brown  trout  at 
many  points  on  the  lake  shore  recently. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin. — Trouting  continues  good.  Mr. 
P.  ConoUy  and  friend  took  several  nice  baskets  of 
gillaroo  and  brown  trout  during  the  past  week ;  and 
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Mr.  G.  Mundey  landed  a  fine  trout  (Sabno  ferox)  of 
6Jlb.,  on  July  18 ;  and  Mr.  P.  Kane  took  two  brown 
trout  of  3Jlb.  and  21b.,  and  a  gillaroo  trout  of  2Jlb., 
trolling,  on  July  22. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mourue  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— The 
Mourne  is  in  fair  order.  Since  last  report  the  following 
salmon  were  killed: — Major  Eraser,  three,  61b.,  71b., 
and  81b. ;  Colonel  Smyth,  one,  51b. ;  Captain  Williams, 
one ;  Mr.  Joseph  Campbell,  one,  91b.  ;  Colonel  Dela- 
chervis,  one,  101b.  Lots  of  fish  are  tumbling  in  the 
pools. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina).  —  Water  iu  good  order.  Mr. 
Anthony  had  several  fish  during  the  week,  and  Mr. 
Haddock  had  some  more.  Mr.  Scroop  had  good 
fishing  on  the  upper  water,  getting  thirteen  fish  for 
the  week.  Fishing  on  the  whole  is  good ;  fishing  on 
the  loughs  is  fair,  and  sea-trout  fishing  on  the  lower 
reaches  is  giving  fair  sport. — John  Devees. 

Moy,  Longhs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Sport  on  the  river  fair,  with  an  abundance 
of  grilse  and  sea-trout.  Sir  A.  Palmer,  six  grilse, 
351b.  ;  Mr.  Anthony,  seven  grilse,  351b. ;  Mr.  Haddock, 
ten  grilse,  C31b. ;  Mr.  Lewell,  two  grilse,  121b. ;  Mr. 
J.  Garvey,  four  grilse,  251b. ;  Mr.  King,  one  grilse, 
71b. ;  Mr.  J.  Scroop,  five  grilse,  271b. ;  Mr.  Perry  Knox 
Gore,  eight  grilse,  511b.  Sea-trout  anglers  are  doing 
fair.  Some  trout  are  getting  daily  on  the  loughs — all 
of  a  good  size ;  also  many  jack,  largest  221b. — Pat 
Heabnes. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal). — A  fair  stock  of 
sea-trout  has  now  got  up  to  the  lakes,  and  the  prospects 
for  the  coming  week  are  considered  fair.  During  the 
week  Mr.  Carter  had  several  white  trout  on  Dungloe 
Lake,  including  one  of  2Jlb.  Dr.  Maynard,  on 
Loughanure,  two,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Steele,  one  salmon,  81b.  ; 
Eev.  Mr.  Hall,  one  salmon,  71b.  Mr.  Hall,  on 
Meenamore,  one  sea-trout,  2^1b.  Mr.  Maitland  and 
Colonel  Alexander  are  also  fishing  the  lakes  with  fair 
success. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Longh  Derg  (Eillaloe). — Water 
still  keeping  low  and  weather  bright,  sport  very  poor 
in  consequence.  Mr.  A.  H.  Ballantine  had  a  good 
few  hours'  fishing  on  Saturday.  He  killed  seven 
freshly-run  grilse,  weighing  71b.,  71b.,  71b.,  71b.,  51b., 
51b.,  51b.,  and  several  others  since.  Captain  John 
Bayley,  of  Besboro',  Nenagh,  got  six  grilse  this  week, 
91b.,  71b.,  71b.,  71b.,  61b.,  41b.  The  Misses  Rothwell 
(two),  CO.  Meath,  who  went  out  on  the  preserves  on 
two  consecutive  mornings  at  four  o'clock,  got  two  grilse 
each  morning  before  breakfast.  The  Brothers  Grimes 
are  getting  nice  dishes  of  trout  on  my  water.  Rain 
badly  needed. — S.  J.  Hueley. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Killough  (co.  Down). — In  the  past  ten  days  Mr. 
Edward  Hunter  creeled  twenty-four  dozen  lythe, 
mackerel,  and  whiting,  chiefly  on  White  Fly,  red 
body  ringed  up  with  gold  and  silver  fly. — J.  A.  B. 

PlymoTitli. — Bass  are  at  the  Rame  Head  now  in 
great  numbers,  and  can  be  seen  jumping  all  over  the 
place.  I  have  not  heard  of  many  over  81b.,  but  they 
have  been  taken  up  to  161b.  They  are  caught  fishing 
from  the  rocks  by  casting  a  fly,  spinning  a  sand-eel 
or  piano  convex  minnow,  as  in  salmon  fishing,  using  a 
sixteen  feet  rod  and  a  plaited  line  about  sixty  or  eighty 
yards  and  stout  single  salmon  gut  trace.  A  landing  net 
or  gaff  is  necessary,  as  it  is  rather  awkward  sometimes 
landing  the  fish  in  the  surf.  Pollock  are  also  plentiful 
all  over  the  Sound,  but  especially  where  sunken  rocks 
are  denoted  by  buoys.  Mackerel  are  being  caught  in 
the  early  morning  by  whiffing,  and  there  is  plenty 
of  sport  from  the  various  piers. — William  Heabdee 
(IIS.A.S.) 

Ramsgate. — Boat  fishing  has  been  good  this  week, 
and  had  it  not  been  for  the  cold  snap  some  very  good 
sport  would  have  been  enjoyed.  Except  a  few  eels 
very  little  has  been  done  from  either  piers,  harbour,  or 
marina.  The  weather  to-day  is  much  warmer,  and  we 
must  hope  for  better  sport  during  the  ensuing  week. 
Wind  southerly. — Geey  Mullett. 

Valentia. — Good  sport  is  now  being  had  at  and 
around  this  station  with  pollock,  whiting,  gurnard, 
bream,  and  haddock.  Bass  are  reported  numerous, 
but  none  of  these  latter  fish  have  been  had  by  anglers 
latt  week.  Mackerel  are  about,  and  many  have  been 
had  by  anglers  while  trolling  for  pollock. — T.  J.  D. 

Weymouth. — During  the  past  week  the  fishing  has 
been  anything  hut  what  could  be  wished,  the  weather, 
which  has  been  somewhat  erratic,  has,  no  doubt,  been 
the  cause.  I  was  out  at  and  inside  the  breakwater  on 
Saturday,  and  all  of  a  sudden  it  came  on  to  blow  hard  ; 
all  we  were  able  to  muster  was  a  solitary  pollock, 
about  a  dozen  pout,  and  the  like  number  of  wrasse, 
the  latter  of  which  were  very  plentiful.  A  few 
mackerel  have  been  taken  on  hook  and  lino.  The 
pollock  and  bass  in  the  harbour  have  likewise  been  a 
bit  off.  —A.  G.  RowEr.L. 


Okikntai,  Hooks  formerly  iBSiied  liy  W.  II.  Allen  and  I'o.,  now 
puliliHhed  by  Hanipsun  Low,  Marslon  iind  Co.,  Limited,  Ht. 
DuiiKtan'B  Ilonoe,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  PnMishers  to  the  India 
OlDce.— A  Catai.ooi'K  of  these  'I'ext  Hooks,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  Oovernment  FnliUcaliona  can  be  had  on 
aj>pllcntion. 


JlssociaUons 

(Special  Mbetingb). 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

Fifty-six  clubs  were  represented  on  Monday 
night  at  the  July  delegate  meeting  of  this  associa- 
tion, held  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  W.  H. 
Beckett,  at  the  Cripplegate  Institute,  Barbican, 
E.G.  With  reference  to  fishery  matters,  Messrs. 
J.  C.  Turner  and  G.  Bowles  (West  Ham  Bros.)  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Wynn  (Allason  United  Bros.)  were 
appointed  hon.  bailiffs  on  the  association's  rented 
waters.  A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Herriott,  the 
Waltham  bailiff,  to  the  effect  that  on  August  11 
the  Lea  would  be  drawn  down  between  Enfield  and 
Waltham  Common  Locks,  and  with  a  view  of 
affording  the  best  protection  possible  to  the  fish  on 
the  occasion,  it  was  decided  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the 
police  both  night  and  day.  Mr.  J.  B.  Close,  report- 
ing on  the  work  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  spoke  of  the  move- 
ment up  the  Thames  initiated  by  local  anglers  to  re- 
stock that  river  with  trout,  and  said  that  the  society 
had  decided  to  support  the  movement,  but  that  its 
own  funds  would  not  be  drawn  upon,  these  being 
strictly  reserved  for  watching,  netting,  and  placing 
coarse  fish  in  the  river.  Mr.  Frank  Gray  again 
drew  attention  to  the  impending  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion shield  competition,  and  hoped  that  all  club 
anglers  would  assist  him  to  make  it  a  great  success. 
Trooper  F.  S.  Pavett  (Bloomsbury  Brothers),  home 
from  the  war,  was  warmly  welcomed,  and  on  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber  was  accorded  a 
vote  of  congratulation  on  his  safe  return.  The 
advisability  of  holding  visits  in  the  summer  months 
was  discussed,  the  matter  eventually  being  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  visiting  officers,  as  was  also  the 
revision  of  the  visiting  lists.  Other  business  was 
transacted  before  the  meeting  closed.  It  may  be 
mentioned  that  amongst  the  societies  represented 
were  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  (recently 
affiliated)  and  the  Watford  (Herts)  Piscators. — Hon. 
Repoetbb. 


City  of  London  Piscatoeial  Society — 

On  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  A.  Taylor  occupied  the 
chair.  Routine  business  having  been  despatched, 
circulars  from  the  Anglers'  Association,  re  challenge 
cup  competition  and  other  matters,  were  read  and 
discussed.  The  following  fishing  reports  were 
made  : — Mr.  Williams,  at  Shepperton,  several  barbel 
(up  to  31b.),  also  dace.  Mr.  Bergnie  had  a  disappoint- 
ing experience  at  Bishop's  Stortford,  the  water  being 
in  bad  condition,  said  to  be  contaminated.  Mr. 
Warne,  at  Southery,  many  roach,  but  not  generally 
of  large  size.  Mr.  Cox  brought  up  a  few  nice  fish, 
amongst  them  several  chub  and  roach.  There  was 
much  pleasant  discussion  on  many  topics,  especially 
the  preparation  of  programmes  for  the  coming  six 
months,  the  committee  holding  a  special  meeting 
on  July  29  to  arrange  this  important  matter. 

Geesham  Angling  Society — 

The  reports  of  recent  fishing  visits  given  to  Mr. 
G.  MauU,  who  presided  at  last  Tuesday  evening's 
meeting,  were  up  to  the  average.  There  is  still  a 
good  shoiving  of  fish  in  the  society's  water  at 
Chesham,  though  they  are  just  now  very  difficult 
of  capture,  owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  water. 
Mr.  Buckingham  has  had  some  bream  and  carp  ; 
Messrs.  Salmond,  Connellan,  Close,  and  Brown  have 
each  had  very  good  coarse  fishing  with  the  fly ; 
Mr.  Borthwick,  dace  ;  Mr.  Gill,  dace.  Mr.  Briggs 
reported  as  to  some  fishing  had  in  Switzerland,  and 
Mr.  MauU  of  some  very  successful  days  at  Newhaven 
amongst  the  dabs  and  whiting,  the  former  being 
of  very  good  quality  and  size.  Particulars  were 
received  of  the  conditions  of  the  competition  for  the 
Anglers'  Association  challenge  shield,  and  it  was 
decided  to  become  entrants  for  this.— J.  H.  Walkbb, 
Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatoeial  Society — 

The  principal  topic  of  conversation  at  Monday's 
meeting,  Mr.  Frank  Ward  presiding,  was  the  summer 
dinner  held  at  the  society's  headquarters,  Newbury, 
on  the  previous  Saturday,  July  19.  With  so  keen 
and  successful  an  angler,  and  so  vivacious  and 
energetic  a  member  as  Mr.  Edward  J.  Walker  in 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Horace  Brown,  the  jocular  vice- 
president,  in  the  vice-chair,  the  gathering  went  off 
with  ilclat.  Mrs.  Baxter  excelled  all  previous  at- 
tempts in  the  exceptionally  excellent  menu  she 
presented,  and  under  the  care  of  Mr.  C.  Stallibras 
and  the  House  Committee  the  wines  were  in  plenty, 
amply  varied,  and  of  the  choicest  vintages.  Only 
two  toasts  were  submitted — those  of  "The  King" 
and  "  The  Society."  The  chairman's  speech  was 
hhoit  and  to  the  point,  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  the 
cdi'or  of  the  FisJiinij  Gazette,  who  favoured  the 
company  with  his  genial  presence,  was  particularly 
happy  in  the  few  remarks  he  kindly  offered.  At 
the  close  of  the  dinner  Mr.  Edward  J.  Walker 
feQejved  the  hearty  congratulations  of  all  on  the 


success  of  the  function,  and  was  thanked  right 
royally  for  the  part  he  had  taken  to  make  it  the 
unequivocal  success  it  undoubtedly  was.  Those 
members  who  afterwards  tried  to  inveigle  the  wary 
Lambourn  trout  by  means  of  the  dry  fly  met  with 
the  poorest  reward  for  their  labours,  the  cold  north- 
east wind  keeping  the  fish  lying  stonily  on  the 
bottom.  Bait  fishers  on  the  Kennet  fared  slightly 
better,  for  Mr.  Robert  C.  Blundell  landed  a  beautiful 
trout  weighing  3lb.  15oz.,  besides  a  chub  of  2lb.  8oz. 

Sooth  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List. — 

The  delegate  meeting,  on  Friday  evening,  at  the 
Duchess  A.S.,  was  well  attended.  Balance  sheet 
presented,  showing  the  list  to  be  in  a  good  financial 
and  sound  position  by  the  auditors,  Messrs.  Gibbs 
and  Sheen.  Details  to  govern  the  competition 
having  been  passed,  it  was  agreed  to  suspend  visits 
during  July  and  August.  On  Sunday,  July  20,  the 
competition  for  prizes  value  about  £14  took  place  at 
Yalding,  and,  thanks  to  the  officials  of  the  S.E. 
Railway,  reserved  carriages  for  the  200  entrants 
were  provided.  Big  takes  were  not  the  order  of  the 
day.  The  management  of  the  day's  proceedings 
was  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  W.  J.  Wade,  A.  G. 
Smith,  Sheen,  Costin,  and  Hammond  ;  also  overnight 
stewards,  Messrs.  J.  J.  Smith  and  T.  Gibbs. 
Twenty-four  prizes  were  won.  The  distribution  will 
take  place  at  the  Walworth  Waltonians,  Selborne 
Arms,  Selborne-/oad,  Denmark-hill,  on  Sept.  22. — 
H.  G.  Smith  (hon.  sec). 


July  28. 

North  London. — Visit  on  No.  2  Eastern  List. 


Aug.  4. — Bank  Holiday. 

Aug.   13. — Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament  on 
Wimbledon  Lake. 


JUST  LIVE,  AND  FISH,  AND  SMOKE. 


Did  you  ever  lazy  along  a  river  bank  in  May,  and 
just  live,  and  fish,  and  smoke,  and  do  nothing  else? 
If  you  have  not,  you  have  missed  a  very  great  pleasure. 
If  you  fail  to  catch  many  fish,  it  doesn't  matter  much. 
There  is  a  certain  spell  in  the  air  which  defies  ennui, 
and  a  kind  of  tonic  steals  into  your  blood  which 
makes  it  tingle  through  your  veins,  much  as  the 
rising  sap  in  the  young  trees,  I  imagine.  You  rise  in 
the  morning  and  bathe  your  eyes  open  in  a  near-by 
spring,  whose  crystal,  cool  water  is  like  the  touch  of  a 
healing  hand.  Then  comes  breakfast  of  bacon,  coffee, 
and  good,  light  bread.  Then  your  pipe  comes  as 
naturally  as  a  deep  breath  of  the  forest-scented  air, 
and  you  take  j  our  rod  and  minnows  and  wander  up 
the  bank  through  the  weeds  and  the  dewy  grass. 
Under  the  shadow  of  that  old,  half-sunken  log  is 
where  the  bass  stay.  The  water  is  deep  and  clear, 
and  your  hook  sinks  with  a  low  gurgle,  like  an 
infant's  laughter  What  matters  it  whether  a  bite 
comes  at  once  or  not  ?  You  sit  in  a  hollow  formed 
by  a  curving  tree-root,  rest  your  back  against  the 
tree-trunk,  and  are  very  contented.  The  other  side 
of  the  stream  is  lined  with  endless  stretches  of  trees — 
sycamore,  elm,  dogwood,  with  their  starry  eyes  peer- 
ing in  innate  vanity  over  the  bank  into  the  mirror 
beneath  them — and  underbrush  of  all  descriptions. 
Where  the  tide  has  once  been,  and  receded,  is  a 
stretch  of  yellow  clay,  now  glistening  from  the  dews 
of  night.  After  a  while  the  sun  strikes  this,  and  the 
wet  surface  glows  like  gold.  Then  your  wandering 
eye — for  you  have  forgotten  your  cork— observes  a 
bubble  as  it  rises  and  bursts  midway  across  the 
stream,  and  you  idly  watch  the  widening  circle  which 
radiates  from  it.  Then  in  the  centre  of  the  circle  the 
tiniest  dark  spot  appears,  which  gradually  assumes  the 
shape  of  a  black,  shining  head.  It  remains  stationary 
for  a  while,  then  slowly  moves  to  the  opposite  bank. 
A  disc-like  shell  is  lifted,  two  broad  feet  dig  their 
claws  into  the  mud,  and  Mr.  Turtle  drags  himself  up 
high  and  dry  for  a  sunning. 

The  delightful  silence  is  suddenly  broken  by  the 
harshest  of  chattering,  and  a  crested  kingfisher 
descends  like  a  shot  from  some  dead  limb  high  up  in 
the  very  tree  under  which  you  are  sitting,  and, 
skimming  low  over  the  surface  of  the  water,  finally 
disappears  without  his  prey.  Then  the  pole  is  almost 
jerked  from  your  careless  hands,  and,  if  you  have 
luck,  a  fine  bass  is  floundering  at  your  feet  in  a  few 
moments.  Then  another  spell  of  sitting  and  dream- 
ing, while  you  lay  your  pipe  aside  for  a  wliile  and 
look  up  to  where  a  squadron  of  fleecy  argosies  are 
drifting  calmly  along  to  some  unknown  bourn,  bear- 
ing, mayhap,  behind  their  filmy  bulwarks  the  simple 
prayers  of  trusting  children. — Frovi  Litsey's  "  flic 
Love  Story  of  Abner  Stone" 
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They  purify. 

They  strengthen. 

They  invigorate 


i";o  name  less  liit  e  Liver  Pills.  Be  Sure  they  are 
llustrated  pamphlet  free,  showing  Mr  Crow's  travels  abroad. 
.Wdress -British  Depot,  46,  Holborn  Viaduct,  London. 


FOR  HEADACHE. 
FOR  DIZZINESS. 
FOR  BILIOUSNESS. 
FOR  TORPID  LIVER. 
FOR  CONSTIPATION. 
FOR  SALLOW  SKIN. 
FCRTHECOMPLEKIOIi 

DOSE  : 
One  at  Night 

Small  Pill. 
Small  Dose 
Small  Price. 

40  in  a  phial 
13id.  of  all  Chemists. 
Sugar-coated 

They  TOUCH 

the  Liver 

GARTER'S 


FOURTH    EDITION    NOW  READY. 


DOMESTICATED  TROUT :  flow  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them, 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE.     Crown  Svo.,  12j.  6d, 


London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  4  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C, 


ANDERSONS'  gold  mcdal  WADERSi 


'GOLD  MEDAL  WADERSi 


ANDERSONS'^tWADERS 


The 

Semi-Waders 


FISHING  STOCKINGS 


The 
"  BUCKLAND 
COMBINATION 
WADERS. 

1902  Pattern. 


<sPFriST  T INP  of  WADING  TROUSERS  ••  18/6  per  pair,  usual  31/6 
OrritlAli  LIM  of  WADING  STOCKINGS,  10/6  &  11/6   „       „    17/6  Sc  21/- 


Anderson,  Anderson  &  Anderson,  Ltd. 

(The  Anglers'  Waterproofers); 

37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  LONDON,  E.C. 

And   at  CARDIFF,   8,   QUEEN  STREET. 


i  ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADERS  ]  [ANDERSONS^gold.medal  WADERS  I 


ANOLERS'    HOTELS,    FISHIN^G    QUARTERS,  &o. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Lough  Anure,  CpoUy  River  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  cheapest  fishing  to  he  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal  High- 
lands, vrtthin  10  miles  of  Railway  Station. 
Over  100  lakes.  Splendid  Mountain  and 
Coast  Scenery.  Sea  Fishing.  Good  Hotel 
Accommodation,  &o. — Terms  and  full 
particulars  from  S.  Hanlon,  C.P.S., 
Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


ROSSES,  CROLLY  AND  LOUGH  ANURE 
FISHERY. 

H  iL      i:.  O      ' s 

PRIVATE  HOTEL, 

Dufiffloe,    CO.  Donef/al. 

SUTHERLAND  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Scourie,  via  Lairg",  N.B. 

Finely  situated  arnidat  romantic  scenery,  and 
close  to  the  famed  Island  of  Ilaiida,  the  haunt 
of  myria/ls  of  sea  birds.  Numerous  excellent 
lochs  and  streams  free  for  all  kinds  of  angling. 
Capital  sea  fishing.  Experienced  gillies.  Daily 
postal  communication.  Attiactive  outings  by 
boats  or  conveyances.  Posting. 

IMrecl  RiniM  :  Rail  Ut  Lairg,  thence  mail 
coach  or  hire.  Olasgow  steamers  call  weekly 
at  Baflcall,  a  few  miles  off. 

M.  E.  ROSS,  Propriet<jr. 


FISHING.       GOLF.  SHOOTING. 

Udny  Anns,  Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

Under  distinguished  patronage.   The  Crown  Prince  of 
Siam  ;  the  Nobility  and  Gentry. 

This  Hotel,  situated  near  the  estuary  of  the  i-iver 
Vthan,  so  much  famed  for  its  Sea  Trout  Fishings, 
is  an  ideal  anglers'  rendezvous  and  lecuperating 
home.  Bracing  air,  pure  water,  and  good 
sanitation.  Accommodation — July,  August,  and 
September— not  nearly  equal  to  demand.  Rooms 
booked  in  the  order  applied  for.  Fine  Golf 
Course.  Tariff  moderate.  Furtlier  particulars 
from  proprietor,  .1.  RITCHIE.  Telegrams : 
"Ritchie,  Newburgh,  Aberdeen."  Extract  from 
visitors'  book — "The  sea  trout  fishing  here  from 
the  bank  is  as  good  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with 
In  Norway,  Ireland,  or  elsewhere." 


LAIRG,  N.B. 

SUTHERLAND  ARMS  HOTEL 

Famed  for  its  Brown  Ti'out  and  Ferox  Angling 
on  Lochs  8hin,  Fuarloch,  Beannoch  and  various 
other  waters  ;  also  Salmon  and  Grilse  on  River 
Shin.  Being  beautifully  situated  amidst  grand 
scenery  at  east  of  Loch  Shin,  it  is  much 
freiiuented  by  health  and  pleasure  seekers  from 
all  parts.  Postal  and  telegraphic  offices  next 
door.    'Bus  attends  all  trains. 

WM.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandshire,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  McINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrotmded  by  some 
of  the  finest  sceneiy  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
Office  and  Resident  Doctor. 


LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL. 

EXCELLENT  FREE  FISHING.  — 
Salmon,  Salmo  Perox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing  on 
River  Inver,  June  and  July,  at  10s.  per 
rod  per  day.  Boats.  Experienced 
Gillies.  Fishing  Tackle.  Posting.  Route 
— Rail  to  Invershin,  where  carriage  will 
be  in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inchnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  lough.s— Conn,  CuUen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
Ushing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  6s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  lunclieon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  boat  or  men.  Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


THE  ROSSES  FISHERY, 

Dungloe,  CO.  Donegal. 

BOYLE'S  HOTEL.  Excellent  White  and  Brown 
Trout ;  also  one  of  the  best  Salmon  rivers  in 
Ireland,  tlie  famous  Crolly  and  Lough  Anure, 
which  is  now  part  of  tlie  Rosses  Fishery,  tlianks 
to  the  generosity  of  John  Herdnian,  Esi|. 
Boyle's  Hotel  has  been  fitted  up  will  all  modern 
designs,  and  commands  a  flue  view  of  Dungloe 
Bay.  There  are  over  102  loughs,  good  boats  and 
men,  as  well  as  the  above-named  Salmon  river. 
Charges  moderate.  Boyle's  Hotel  is  situated  in 
the  real  Highlands  of  Donegal. 


SPLENDID 

SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING 

At  Kcvjana,  North  Finland. 

Season  from  1st  June  to  20th  September. 

Excellent  New  Hotel,  terms  very  moderate. 
Beautiful  scenery.  Fishing  permits  are  obtained 
from  the  Finland  Steamship  Co.,  Helsingfors, 
at  a  charge  of  2s.  6d.  per  rod  per  day.  The 
R.M.S.  "Ai-cturus"  or  "Polaris"  leave  Hull 
every  Saturday  for  Helsingfors,  return  fare 
first  class,  £8.  Further  particulars  may  be 
obtained  from  John  Good  &  Sons,  Hull,  Agents. 


OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

Via  Lairg,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLER'S  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Ferox.  Fishing  on  lochs  Shin,  Grian,  Merkland, 
and  Gorm.  Also  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing. 
Boats  and  experienced  gillies.    Posting,  &c. 

DUNCAN  MACKAY. 
Total  season  1895,  sixty  days'  fishing  for  one 
rod,  2,206  fish,  weighing  1,125  lb.    Last  season's 
catch,  over  10,000  fish. 


TO  LET. 

Good  SITTING  -  ROOM  and  BED  - 
ROOMS,  suitable  for  Fishing  Gentlemen, 
pleasantly  situated,  opposite  the  river. 

Apply,  Mrs.  W.  COOPER, 

The  Waits,  St.  Ives,  Hunts. 

THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 
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^offings  bp  ii)c  iSog. 

"  He  who  loses  his  conscience  has  nothing  left  worth 
keeping."  — Izaak  Walton. 


The  Wimbledon  Lake  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tour- 
nament to  be  held  on  Wednesday,  August  10,  at 
Wimbledon  Lake  is  assuming  gigantic  proportions. 
A  large  number  of  prizes  are  already  offered,  and  many 
others  promised.  On  page  69  are  set  forth  further  par- 
ticulars, as  announced  last  week.  The  event  will  be 
under  distinguished  patronage.  It  is  rumoured  that 
Mr.  J.  Enright,  of  Castleconnell,  will  take  part  in  the 
tournament.    I  hope  to  be  able  to  do  ditto. 


Rbadbbs  will  regret  to  hear  that  Mrs.  M.  A.  Gaynor, 
of i Bridge-road,  Richmond,  died  on  July  1.  She  had 
been  a  victim  to  dropsy  and  paralysis,  and  died  at  the 
ripe  age  of  77  years.  Mrs.  Gaynor  was  well-known 
and  very  highly  respected  by  a  large  circle  of  friends. 
She  was  one  of  the  oldest  traders  in  Richmond,  having 
conducted  the  business  of  a  fishing  tackle  and  sporting 
appliances  dealer  and  manufacturer  for  upwards  of 
forty  years.  She  had  been  a  widow  for  upwards  of 
thirty  years,  and  for  some  years  she  had  been  greatly 
assisted  by  her  son,  who  lately  has  practically  had  the 
management  in  his  own  hands. 


A  THREE-COBNERBD  contest,  says  the  Daily  Chronicle, 
is  going  on  between  the  Thames  Conservancy,  the 
local  authorities  at  Marlow,  and  the  riparian  owners 
as  to  the  broken  towing-path  to  which  we  alluded  last 
week.  There  are  points  between  Marlow  and  Bourne 
End  where  the  towing-path  has  completely  collapsed 
through  the  wash  of  the  launches,  whose  pace  in  that 
particular  reach  is  not  adequately  supervised.  The 
Conservators  will  not  restore  the  path  unless  the  local 
authorities  make  a  liberal  contribution ;  and,  indeed, 
the  path  can  only  be  restored  by  taking  strips  from 
private  property.  The  riparian  owners  keep  their 
barbed  wire  in  place,  and  refuse  to  give  up  yard  after 
yard  of  their  property  to  the  caprice  of  the  casual 
launch  and  its  insidious  wash.  In  the  meantime  the 
barbed  wire  and  the  river  offer  at  many  points  no 
middle  way  of  safety,  and  towing-horses  are  compelled 
to  make  a  detour  of  several  miles  to  pick  up  a  barge 
they  abandoned  a  few  yards  down  stream.  And  the 
pedestrian  cannot  use  the  path  at  all. 


"One  remembers  the  surprise,"  says  the  Daily 
Graphic,  "  which  was  created  when  it  was  announced 
that  a  Sober  Scots  Society  had  been  formed  in 
Edinburgh.  No  less  surprising  is  it  to  learn  that 
in  Manchester  there  is  a  club  of  teetotal  anglers. 
The  piscatorial  pastime,  one  would  have  supposed 
from  the  literature  of  the  subject,  could  only  be 
profitably  pursued  when  a  flask  of  Mountain  Dew 
formed  part  of  the  outfit.  An  angler  and  a  teetotaler 
seem  somewhat  of  an  anomaly,  and  no  doubt  it  is  only 
in  the  fitness  of  things  that  the  sad  plight  of  the 
Manchester  teetotal  anglers  should  be  put  on  record. 
Sixteen  prizes  had  been  subscribed  for  presentation  to 
successful  anglers,  but  after  a  long  day  on  the  Elam 
waters  only  six  of  the  fishermen  had  caught  any  fish. 
Not  to  be  daunted,  the  teetotalers  have  made  another 
attempt,  and  have  succeeded  in  winning  the  remaining 
ten  prizes ;  but  the  highest  catch  weighed  2|oz. 
Thus  is  the  Mountain  Dew  angler  justified." 


A  COEEESPONDENT  Writes :  "  The  reservoir  and 
canal  at  Aldenham  are  very  popular  on  Sundays  with 
London  fishermen.  The  question  of  obtaining  refresh- 
ments during  prohibited  hours  is  simple  enough  for 
bona-fidc  travellers,  but  when  an  employee  of  the 
Grand  Junction  Canal  (who  was  a  resident  and  not  a 
traveller)  acted  as  a  go-between  from  the  fishermen  to 
the  licensee,  he  was  fined  for  being  on  licensed  premises 
at  illegal  hours.  The  question  was  tried  at  Watford 
before  the  Hon.  A.  H.  Holland  Hebbert  and  other 
magistrates,  who  decided  that  if  travellers  require 
refreshment  they  must  obtain  it  in  person.  The 
solicitor's  plea  that  the  practice  had  been  in  vogue  for 
very  many  years,  not  only  here,  but  at  many  other 
angling  resorts,  did  not  legalise  the  sale  of  refreshments 
to  other  than  bona-fide  travellers.  Both  defendants 
promised  to  stop  it." 


The  effect  of  pumping  the  water  from  the  disused 
pit  at  Dalquharren  is  still  having  a  serious  effect 
upon  the  sea-trout,  whiting,  and  salmon  in  the  river 
Girvan.  The  Irish  potato-diggers  working  on  the 
Bhoro  farms  in  the  vicinity  of  the  river  are  taking  the 
dead  fish  floating  in  the  water  in  large  quantities.  The 
fish  on  entering  the  river  from  the  sea  only  get  a  mile 
or  80  up  when  they  are  suffocated  and  die. 


"  Noss  Mayo  "  has  hatched  out.  He  says :  "  Re- 
garding your  egg  with  two  chicks,  that's  not  wonderful 
for  Saltash.  The  other  day  there  was  a  calf  born  with 
two  heads,  and  when  they  looked  at  each  other  and 
realised  how  ugly  they  were,  the  calf  died  of  fright." 


Last  week  mention  was  made  of  a  "  clean  sweep  in 
Leeds."  The  following  is  an  advertisement  culled 
from  a  New  York  contemporary :  "  Washing. — A 
respectable  coloured  woman  wants  washing,  ironing, 
and  cleaning.— Address,  etc."  No  mention  is  made 
when  the  coloured  woman  had  her  last  scrub. 
Evidently  long  ago,  but  I  am  glad  to  see  she  now 
wishes  to  change  her  ways. 


SiE  Thomas  Waedle,  of  Leek,  is  the  owner  of  a 
clever  dog.  Prom  a  sketch  of  him  in  the  County 
Qentleman,  it  appears  that  for  four  years  he  has 
regularly  retrieved  trout  and  grayling  for  his  master, 
waiting  eagerly  for  the  word  "  Go,"  when  he  instantly 
plunges  in  and  fetches  the  fish  out.  Sir  Thomas 
never  takes  a  landing-net,  and  the  dog  will  bring  the 
fish  to  the  bank  and  carry  them  to  any  spot  required. 
He  never  scratches  them,  and  holds  them  so  gently 
that  if  they  are  undersized,  they  can  be  put  back 
uninjured.  He  watches  keenly,  with  ears  cocked,  for 
a  rise,  and  takes  an  interest  in  every  cast.  Dogs  do 
many  wonderful  things,  but  trout-retrievers  must  be 
comparatively  rare. 


A  MAN  was  recently  sitting  in  Hyde  Park  with  a  dog 
of  very  doubtful  breed  beside  him.  Two  little  urchins 
stopped  and  looked  intently  at  the  animal  for  a  few 
moments.  Then  one  said  to  the  other,  "  Bill,  I  wish 
that  was  mine,  don't  you  ?  "  The  man,  hearing  the 
remarks  of  the  boys  and  being  somewhat  pleased,  said, 
"  And  what  would  you  do  with  it  if  it  were  yours?" 
The  lad  looked  at  his  companion,  and  replied :  "  I 
should  sell  it  and  buy  a  dog." 


"  I  HBAED  a  brooklet  gushing 
From  its  rocky  fountain  near, 
Down  into  the  valley  rushing. 
So  fresh  and  wondrous  clear. 
I  know  not  what  came  o'er  me. 
Nor  who  the  counsel  gave  ; 
But  I  must  hasten  downward, 
All  with  my  pilgrim  stave : 
Downward  and  ever  farther 
And  ever  the  brook  beside ; 
And  ever  fresher  murmur'd 
And  ever  clearer  the  tide. 

"  Is  this  the  way  I  was  going? 

Whither,  whither,  O  brooklet,  say  I 

Thou  hast,  with  thy  soft  murmur, 

Murmur'd  my  senses  away. 

What  do  I  say  of  a  murmur? 

That  can  no  murmer  be ; 

'Tis  the  water-nymphs  that  are  singing 

Their  roundelays  under  me. 

Let  them  sing,  my  friend,  let  them  murmur 

And  wander  merrily  near ; 

The  wheels  of  a  mill  are  going 

In  ev'ry  brooklet  clear." 


Me.  Sid  Ransom  writes:  "  Dear  Drag, — On  Sunday 
last,  in  the  course  of  a  ramble,  I  came  across  a  most 
interesting  curiosity.  I  had  been  having  a  glimpse  at 
Lord  Derby's  beautiful  fish-ponds,  and  a  friend  and 
myself  had  pulled  up  for  refreshments  at  the  British 
Queen,  Lock's  Bottom,  near  Farnborough,  and  on 
being  told  that  the  house  was  noted  for  its  collection 
of  antiquities,  we  at  once  proceeded  to  explore  it.  In 
a  hay-loft  at  the  rear  of  the  premises,  stowed  away 
amidst  a  pile  of  miscellaneous  lumber,  I  came  across 
a  plain,  solid  oak  coffin,  bearing  a  brass  plate,  on 
which  was  inscribed  the  following':  '  Charles  Robert 
Darwin,  died  19th  April,  1882,  aged  73  years,'  and 
inquiries  elicited  the  following  interesting  facts  : — 
*♦•*** 

"  The  village  of  Down,  a  pretty  place  indeed,  the 
home  of  the  great  author  of  '  The  Origin  of  Species,' 
is  close  by,  abounding  with  relics  of  Pitt,  Wilberforce, 
and  other  bygone  giants.  Here  Professor  Darwin 
lived  bdloved  by  all  who  knew  him,  for  as  old  John 
Lewis,  the  village  carpenter,  says,  '  A  kinder  hearted 
man  never  breathed.'  This  John  Lewis,  who  is  still 
alive,  was  one  of  Darwin's  favourites.  To  quote 
the  old  man's  words,  he  '  was  always  making  some- 
thing or  other  for  him — oases,  shelves,  and  the 
like.'  It  appears  that  when  Darwin  knew  he  was 
dying,  he  sent  for  John  Lewis  and  commissioned 
him  to  make  his  coffin.  He  wished  it  to  be  very 
plain,  and  he  didn't  want  it  polished,  but  said, 
'  John,  leave  the  coffin  just  as  it  leaves  the  bench.' 
His  wishes  were  carried  out.  It  was  well  and  strongly 
made  of  IJ  inch  oak  (over  Gft.  long),  and  when  he  died 
he  was  placed  in  it.  There  he  laid  for  thirty  and  a 
half  hours,  when  he  was  removed  to  a  more  luxurious 
and  better  deserving  abode,  and  was  finally  deposited 
at  Westminster  Abbey. 

"Mr.  John  Goodohild,  the  proprietor  of  the  British 
Queen,  will  be  pleased  at  any  time  to  show  this  in- 
teresting relic  to  visitors." 


HorrsEKBBPEB  :  "  What's  the  best  way  to  keep  fish 
from  smelling  ?  "    Purveyor:  "  Cut  off  their  noses  I  " 


The  Chiswick  School  Board  recently  discussed  the 
erection  of  drinking  fountains  in  the  playgrounds,  and 
all  went  well  for  a  time.  But  a  medical  member  rose 
and  condemned  the  proposal.  "  These  fountains  spread 
stomatitis,  diphtheria,  tonsilitis,  scarlet  fever,  nasal 
catarrh,  and  measles,"  said  h«,  and  the  Board  looked 
blue,  When  they  had  recovered  from  the  shock  they 
went  on  with  the  discussion,  and  then  resolved  to 
erect  the  fountains. 


A  TEAVBLLEE  tells  this  story  of  a  negro  who  was 
fishing  for  tarpon  in  Florida.  The  fish  which  he 
hooked  was  a  big  one,  and  in  spite  of  all  the  negro 
could  do,  the  tarpon  pulled  him  overboard.  When  he 
had  been  hauled  into  the  boat  again  and  the  water 
had  been  shaken  out  of  him,  he  remarked  chokingly, 
"  What  I  want  to  know  is,  is  dis  nigger  a-fishin'  or 
was  dat  fish  a-niggerin'  ?  " 


"  Festina  Lente  "  writes  from  Penzance  and  com- 
plains of  the  ungallant  way  in  which  certain  vessels 
of  H.M.  fleet  treat  sea-anglers.  It  appears  he  was 
fishing  in  the  bay  on  a  good  mark,  and  was  anchored. 
"  Suddenly  the  spectacle  of  the  fleet  getting  under 
way  was  a  sight  to  see — all  swinging  round  with 
absolute  precision.  But  the  Camperdown,  although 
there  was  plenty  of  room  for  it  to  pass  between  my 
boat  and  another  anchored  about  300  yards  off,  came 
slowly  but  straight  on  to  me.  When  within  about  a 
dozen  yards  she  hailed  :  '  You  must  move  ;  you  are  in 
the  way  there  I  '  I  replied,  '  I  am  anchored  !  '  '  Then 
cut  your  anchor  adrift  I  '  I  kept  the  boat  off  with  the 
oars,  pushing  off  her  sides,  and  after  she  had  passed 
and  we  thought  all  was  clear,  she  hailed  us  again : 
'  You'd  better  get  your  anchor,  or  your  cable  may  get 
foul  of  our  screw ;  perhaps  we  are  coming  astern 
again  I '  Do  you  not  think  it  most  unsportsmanlike 
to  treat  me  in  that  way  ?  "  [Well,  no  doubt  it  was 
very  annoying  when  you  had  found  some  good  fish  to 
be  obliged  to  up-anchor,  but  noblesse  oblige.  I  should 
have  cleared  out  without  a  second  caution.  The  Cam- 
perdown is  a  saucy  boat,  and  the  commodore  must  see 
to  it  that  our  British  sea-anglers  are  not  treated  with 
contumely.] 


The  greatest  nuisances  to  anglers  in  the  hot  months 
are  the  flies — gnats,  horse,  butcher,  blue  bottle,  cow, 
and  many  other  flies — and  wasps.  There  are  surpris- 
ingly few  wasps  to  torment,  but  the  flies  are  as 
troublesome  as  the  historical  plague  of  insects  that 
annoyed  the  Egyptians.  The  public  often  hear  of 
people  worried  into  drinking ;  there  have  been  many 
anglers  who,  in  self-defence,  have,  much  against  their 
will,  been  compelled  to  become  smokers. 


The  pig  is  what  is  called  a  miscellaneous  eater  ;  it 
eats  anything,  and  many  things  that  it  is  well  those 
who  affect  pork  do  not  see  it  eat.  There  are  tales  told 
of  a  pig  which  goes  into  a  pool  not  far  from  Coventry 
whenever  it  wants  fish  diet,  and  which  has  been 
known  to  make  a  hearty  meal  off  the  catches  unsus- 
pecting anglers  have  carelessly  left  exposed  on  the 
banks.  A  few  days  ago  a  Wolston  angler  uninten- 
tionally provided  a  hearty  dinner  for  a  sow  and  her 
young,  and  the  animals  were  so  enraptured  with  the 
meal  that  it  was  with  great  reluctance  they  abandoned 
his  haversack  in  which  he  had  placed  his  fish. 


This  is  one  of  the  things  that  "  people  say  "  in  the 
Catholic  Herald :  "  Plies  may  be  kept  from  picture 
frames  by  washing  them  over  with  water  in  which  a 
bundle  of  leeks  have  been  steeped  for  a  week."  Seems 
rough  on  Taffy. 


A  CEETAiN  wealthy  English  gentleman,  being  in 
doubt  as  to  whether  he  would  become  the  tenant  of  a 
sporting  property  advertised  in  co.  Clare,  entered  into 
conversation  with  the  gamekeeper.  "And  you  say 
that  there  are  plenty  of  birds  about?"  "Birds,  yer 
honour,  it's  bewildered  ye'd  be  wid  them."  Finding 
the  shooting  report  so  satisfactory,  the  "foreigner" 
turned  to  the  lake.  "  Are  there  fish  here  ?  "  said  he. 
"  Pish,  yer  honour,  why  it's  jostling  each  other  they 
are,  and  if  they  wants  to  turn  round  they  has  to  lap 
out  of  the  water  to, do  it." 


At  a  little  dinner  the  other  night  the  statement  was 
made  that  the  coloured  race  had  longer  memories  than 
white  folk.  Mark  Twain,  who  was  present,  agreed 
with  the  remark,  and  to  prove  it  told  the  following : — 
"  Some  years  ago,  when  south,  I  met  an  old  coloured 
man  who  claimed  to  have  known  George  Washington. 
I  asked  him  if  he  was  in  the  boat  when  General 
Washington  crossed  the  Delaware,  and  he  instantly 
replied,  '  Lor'  massa,  I  steered  that  boat.'  '  Well,' 
said  I,  '  do  you  remember  when  George  took  the 
hack  at  the  cherry  tree  ?  '  He  looked  worried  for  a 
minute,  and  then,  with  a  beaming  smile,  said,  '  Why, 
suah,  massa,  I  dun  drove  dat  haok  mahself.'  " 

Dbagnbt. 
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Pfovineial  flogling  Hotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  TJiursday  morning. 

FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT, 

I  am  sorry  to  have  to  aEnounce  that  one  of  the  best 
parts  of  the"  river  Avon  has  been  depleted  of  a  great 
quantity  of  fish  through  being  polluted,  more  by 
inadvertence  than  design,  by  the  Stratford-on- 
Avoa  Corporation.  It  appears  that  their  servants 
put  a  quantity  of  chloride  of  lime  into  the 
sewers,  after  which  a  thunderstorm  took  place 
and  washed  it  down  to  the  liver  below  the  railway 
bridge,  which  is  the  outlet  from  the  sewage  farm. 
We  have  one  club  in  Birmingham  who  rent  a 
large  portion  of  the  liver  below  the  bridge  mentioned 
down  towards  Luddington,  which  has  sufiered  very 
much  from  the  pollution  —  in  fact,  it  will  be 
a  lon»  time  before  the  liver  will  be  worth  fishing  in 
this  district.  The  St.  Stephens  club  intend  to  take 
action  in  the  matter,  and  will  bring  the  case  before 
the  Birmingham  Association  at  an  early  date.  The 
old-established  St.  George's  Society  fished  their  annual 
contest  on  July  20  at  Upton  on  Severn.  Nearly  the 
whole  of  the  members  took  part  in  the  contest, 
which  was  of  three  hours'  duration,  with  the  stipu- 
lation that  no  fish  under  tsvo  ounces  were  to 
be  weighed  in.  The  following  are  the  chief 
prize-winners,  in  the  order  named:  L.  Brown,  G. 
Wainwright,  D.  Ciirns,  T.  Robinson,  A.  Morris,  W. 
Bajliss,  C.  Artu",  T.  Flynn,  W.  Fletcher,  W.  Smith, 
senr.  ;  the  first  prize-winner  becomes  the  holder  of  the 
challenge  cup.  Mr.  J.  H.  Havers  acted  as  referee. 
The  prizes,  which  are  of  a  valuable  kind,  will  ba 
distributed  at  an  early  dite  The  club  is  applying  to 
the  Association  to  reoaove  from  the  Waggon  and 
Horses,  Summer-row,  to  the  Grown  Hotel,  Sqojt  Hill. 
Some  good  catches  of  fish  has  been  had  from  the  Avon 
near  to  Evesham,  and  on  the  Severn  above  Stourport 
some  very  good  roaoh  and  perch  have  been  taken. 
Sport  has  been  good  at  the  Waterworks  Reservoir  at 
Gravelly  Hill,  where  good  baskets  of  roach  have  been 
taken  with  the  gentle.  The  annual  smoking  concert 
in  connection  with  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Sjciety 
will  be  held  at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  Smith- 
field,  on  July  31  next,  when  the  prizes  won  in  the  late 
contest  at  Penkridge  will  be  distributed  by  Mr.  T. 
Coles,  the  president. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Those  anglers  who  have  visited  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  Wit  ham  during  the  past  ten  days  have  had  a  fine 
treat,  for  bream  have  been  in  a  remarkable  feeding 
humour,  and  stones  of  fi-h  have  been  captured.  The 
heaviest  bags  have  been  made  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Grand  Sluice  at  Boston,  and  local  anglers  have  had  a 
rare  good  time.  Many  single  fish  have  weighed  up  to 
61b.  apiece,  and  one  sportsman  the  other  day  had  in 
his  creel,  amongot  tither  fish,  a  brace  weighing  121b. 
Roach  fishing  has  not  been  quite  so  good  of  late,  and 
the  maj  irity  of  bags  have  been  made  up  of  small  fry. 
The  waters  at  present  are  runting  too  low  and  clear 
for  this  branch  of  spoit.  Welland  anglers  have  been 
busy,  but  the  captures  have  been  varied.  While  some 
have  taken  many  good  fish,  others  have  had  no  luck 
at  all. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  few  nice  trou";  have  been  taken  in  the  top  stretches 
of  the  river  Hull  during  the  past  week  or  so.  Mr. 
Waites,  of  Driffield,  has  pecured  another  good  fish  of 
4lb.  weight,  in  the  Driffield  Canal.  Some  excellent 
dace  have  also  been  taken  at  Wansford  and  Brigham  ; 
and  at  Hemphokne  and  Emotland  several  good 
roach,  running  about  lib.  each,  have  been  secured,  both 
with  mbggot  and  pearl  barley.  The  East  Hull  A.  A. 
fished  a  match  at  Hempholma  on  July  14,  and  did 
fairly  well,  Mr.  Ike  Austin  taking  tbe  first  prize. 
Sport  continues  good  on  the  Market  Weigbton  Canal, 
and  good  pike,  roach,  and  bream  have  been  taken. 
The  Hull  Town  A.  S.  fished  a  match  near  to  New- 
port, Mr.  C.  H.  CUrkson  Becuring  the  first  prize. 
The  East  Riding  A. A.  also  fished  a  mitch  in  the  same 
locality,  and  did  fiirly  well,  Mr.  T.  Martin  heading 
the  prize  list.  Some  good  catches  of  roach  and  bream 
are  also  being  had  in  the  river  Ancholme,  both  at 
Bfigg  and  Perriby  Sluice.  At  the  Universal  A. A. 
matcH  at  Saxby  Bridge,  on  June  17,  Messrs.  Frank 
Carter,  R.  H.  Barlow,  W.  Crossland,  and  M.  Darby 
were  the  first  four  prize  winners. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Dixon  Green  Angling  Society  fished  a  match 
on  Saturday  (July  10)  at  Bjirton,  and  disposed  of  all 
their  prizes.  The  Rjv.  S.  McCrirtiuk,  in  winning  the 
first  piize,  showed  that  he  can  fish  as  well  as  preach. 
In  answer  to  many  inquiries  as  to  why  the  Wigan 
Association  reduced  the  prizes  by  a  penny  in  the 
shilling  in  theic  match  on  July  12  at  Worsley,  the 
referee  writes  to  say  that  it  is  a  usual  course  in  that 
town — the  reduction  ii  to  cover  expenses.  There  is  a 
lot  of  grumbliag  about  the  said  unexpected  reduction. 
Last  Saturday  two  Farnworth  anglers,  Messrs.  Walter 
Hayes  and  William  Farnworth,  fished  a  rnatoh,  count 


only,  for  £5,  in  the  canal  at  Astley,  the  first-named 
winning  by  twenty  fish  to  nine  fish.  The  Boathouse 
Angling  Society  on  Saturday  last  had  a  very  successful 
match,  the  prizes  being  exceptionally  valuable.  Mr. 
J.  Whittle  secured  a  handsome  silvpr  cofiee-pot  a3  first 
prize.  The  weekly  report  from  the  Bollin  is  again  good , 
and  in  the  same  several  very  fine  trout  are  mentioned. 
The  Ben  Brierley  Angling  Society,  Moston,  have  dis- 
posed of  their  annual  tradesmen's  match.  Mr.  H. 
Etchells  wins  premier  honours.  Lancashire  rivers  are 
reported  on  in  a  somewhat  more  cheerful  strain. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Last  week-end  was  of  a  far  quieter  kind  than  that  of 
a  week  before.  Our  clubs  were  once  again  free  from 
prem'er  events,  so  of  course  turned  to  sport  of  a  less 
exciting  nature.  The  Old  Traffard  Angling  Society 
held  a  competition  in  their  private  waters  at  Edenfield 
for  three  prizes,  which  were  won  by  weig'jts  over  lib. 
by  Messrs.  B.  and  A.  Duerr  and  R.  Boys.  The  Ardwick 
Anglers  at  their  next  meeting  will  arrange  venue,  etc., 
of  their  second  match.  The  Buckland  Anglers,  af  ler  t  tio 
days'  fishing,  awarded  their  piizes,  tbe  first  going  to 
Mr.  Bibby.  Two  important  events  for  juniors  took 
place  last  Saturday.  The  Bradford  Teetotalers 
Independent  and  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  Juniors 
both  successfully  disposed  of  their  annuals.  Iq  the 
first  event  eighty  fish  wera  t»ken,  the  first  w.  ight 
6oz.  Idr. ;  ia  the  latter  ninety-eight  fish  were 
caught,  and  the  first  wcjight  10 :z.  The  Dachy 
Angling  Society  are  due  at  Vale  Riyal  on  Siturday 
to  fish  a  match  and  will  have  a  consolation  match  a 
few  days  after  for  the  uoluoky  competitors  in  the 
premier  event  at  Vale  Royal.  The  next  meeting  of 
the  Worsley  Cinal  Fishery  Board  will  be  held  in  this 
city  on  Aug.  7.  There  is  a  prospect  of  a  very  interest- 
ing match  between  two  local  rods,  the  object  being 
to  test  the  merits  of  maggots  against  blood  worms. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  again  been  of  a  variable  chai-acter, 
and  at  the  period  of  despatching  this  report  thunder- 
storms were  looming  in  the  distance.  The  Trent 
has  undergone  no  change  worthy  of  note,  and 
anglers  will  be  right  down  glad  when  the  bed  begins 
to  present  a  more  clean  appearance.  This,  how- 
ever, can  only  be  eSected  by  a  substantial  rise. 
Barbelling  has  occupied  plenty  of  attention,  and  a 
number  of  baited  swims  have  jielded  moderately  well. 
Mr.  J.  Hodgkinson,  of  Batston  City,  landed  on  the 
night  of  the  18th,  in  the  locil  society's  waters,  below 
the  weir,  a  very  fine  fish  of  7flb.  Mr.  Ernest 
Meldrum,  of  the  same  society,  has  also  excelled  with 
bread  paste  amongst  roach,  getting,  amongst  others, 
one  of  lib.  6^3z  ;  but  one  of  over  2,^lb.  has  been  taken 
in  the  Grantnam  Canal  near  C  jtgrave,  by  a  Nottingham 
visitor,  whose  name  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain. 
The  fish  has  been  weighed  in  at  one  of  the  Nottingham 
clubs.  At  Colnick  Weirs  M».  H.  Green  (lessee)  and 
Mr.  T.  B.  Potter  have  landed  seven  barbel,  and  barbel 
bava  shown  sport  on  other  parts  of  the  river.  At 
Weston,  in  the  new  ticket  water,  Mr.  Wildgoose  has 
made  a  notable  catch  of  bream  and  eels,  securing,  in 
fact,  7Glb.  ;  and  on  the  following  day  (last  Saturday) 
Mr.  A.  W.  Shelton  appropriated  a  grand  lot  of 
bream,  tench,  roach,  and  perch.  Mr.  Frank 
Wood,  of  Derby,  had  aUo  a  good  basket  of 
roach  to  creed  wheat.  It  might  be  mentioned  that 
the  new  water  runs  from  the  boathouse  up  to  the 
island  on  the  Melbourne  side  of  the  Trent,  and  from 
the  fence  end  facing  the  "  Wigs  "  poplars  to  the  boat- 
house  on  the  Weston  side.  Tickets  for  same  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Weston  keeper,  Mr.  George  Holmes, 
who  will  be  glad  to  supply  all  particulars. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Fishing  in  the  Avon  at  Chadbury,  Mr.  A. 
Brotherton,  of  Evesham,  with  Mr.  W.  Trevor,  of 
Birmingham,  caught  122  roach  and  bream  with 
the  maggot,  and  near  Pladbury  Mr.  Hill  caught 
191b.  of  bream  and  three  fine  roach  with  creed 
wheat.  At  Strensham  Mr.  Sandford  caught  some 
very  fine  bream  with  the  same  bait,  and  we  hear  Mr. 
Champkens,  of  Pershore,  and  several  Worcester  anglers 
have  had  capital  sport  among  the  bream  and  roach. 
In  the  Severn  good  sport  has  been  had  under  the 
weirs  with  the  running  tackle  and  the  cockchafer  as 
the  bait,  and  heavy  biskets  of  chub  were  taken  ;  Mr. 
Hill  had  a  catch  of  over  201b.  at  Diglis,  Mr.  Williams 
161b.  at  Holt,  and  Mr.  Roberts  141b.,  and  in  quieter 
water  some  good  catches  of  chub  have  been  had 
with  wasp  grub.  Near  the  city  roach  and  dace  have 
bit  well  at  gentles  and  creed  wheat.  The  Upton-on- 
Severn  Angling  Club  had  a  competition  on  the  Club 
water  at  Hanley  Quay,  on  July  19,  and  there  was  a 
fair  muiter  of  members.  The  contest  lasted  three 
hours.  The  first  prize  was  won  by  Mr.  H.  Beard.  The 
committee  of  the  Worcester  and  District  A. A.  hold  a 
meeting  at  the  Bull's  Head  Inn,  on  Saturday  evening 
next,  to  make  arrangements  for  an  Inter-Club  Contest. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Yorkahird  Herald  A  S.  held  the  second  match 
of  the  season  on  July  19  at  Skirpenbeck  Farm,  by 
kind  permission  of  Mr.  W.  Chance,  of  Aldby  Park. 


The  water  was  in  beautiful  condition,  but  the  catches 
were  lighter  than  on  some  former  occasions.  J. 
Robson,  with  2lb.  12Joz.  of  fish,  was  the  first  prize- 
winner, there  being  twenty-six  competitors.  The 
Cattle  Market  Inn  A. A.  had  very  small  catches  at  theic 
first  match  at  Elvington.  A  keenly  contested  match 
was  fished  by  the  Rose  and  Crown  A.C.,  near  Linton 
Look,  and  some  good  angling  was  enjoyed  by  the  Crown 
Brewery  Hotel  rodmen  at  Linton-on-Ouse.  The 
members  of  tbe  St.  Olave's  A. A.  were  disappointed  at 
Elvington  to  find  a  farmer  who  had  granted  permission 
to  fish  had  removed,  and  the  new  tenant  could  not  be 
persuaded  to  allow  the  anglers  to  wet  their  lines  from 
his  land.  After  trudging  about  a  mile,  however,  suit- 
able ground  presented  itself,  but  the  catch  was  very 
small.  The  annual  competition  of  the  Hirrogate 
Conservative  A. A.  has  just  been  held  in  the  waters  of 
Mr.  A.  S.  Lawson,  at  Boroughbridge.  The  chief 
winner  was  J.  Pickersgill,  Leeds,  who  took  the  cup 
and  gold  medal,  his  weight  of  fish  being  lib.  8Joz. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

At  Waterville  fair  sport  has  been  had  at  sea- 
trout  on  Lough  Currane.  Silmon,  peal,  and  sea- 
trout  are  numerous  in  Waterville  River  (preserved 
portion).  On  the  river  Inney  (Kerrj)  salmon 
and  sea  trout  are  numerous  in  the  tidal  seation, 
awaiting  a  flood  to  pass  up  to  the  higher  reaches. 
At  KiUarney  some  sport  has  beeu  had  with  salmon 
oocasionilly.  Angling  his  been  slick  at  Caragh  and 
Glencac.  On  the  principal  Cork  rivers  sport  has  bean 
backward  for  the  season,  though  salmon  and  peal  are 
accounted  numerous.  The  prospects  for  those  waters 
are  brightening  at  time  of  writing. 


AUGUST    BANK  HOLIDAY 
ARRANGEMENTS. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  announce  that  in  addi- 
tion to  the  tourist,  fortnightly,  Friday  or  Saturday  to 
Monday,  Tuesday,  or  Wednesday,  etc.,  tickets,  which  are 
issued  from  Liverpool-street  and  their  other  London  and 
suburban  stations  to  the  Eist  and  North-East  Coasts 
and  the  Norfolk  Broads  districts  (Yarmout'a,  Lowes- 
toft, Cromer,  Mundesley,  Southend-on-Saa,  Clacton, 
Walton-on-Nize,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixstowe, 
Aldeburgh,  Southwold,  Hunstmton,  Scarborough, 
Whitby,  Bridlington,  etc  ),  they  will,  on  Wednesday, 
July  30,  and  Thursday,  July  31,  issue  cheap  excursion 
tickets  to  most  of  the  above  stations,  and  on  Thurs- 
day, July  31,  to  Norwich,  Cambridge,  Wisbech, 
Lynn,  Fakenham,  and  other  of  the  principal  stations 
in  Essex,  Cambridge,  Norfolk,  and  Suffolk.  Excursion 
tickets  will  also  be  issued  from  Liverpool-street  and 
Suburban  Stations  by  the  Cathedral  route  on  Friday, 
Au».  1,  to  the  North-Eist  Coast — Durham,  Newcastle, 
Berwick,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  etc.,  and  on  Saturday, 
Aug  2,  to  Lincoln,  Doncaster,  York,  Scarboro',  Whitby, 
Laeds,  Bradford,  Wakefield,  Manchester,  Sheffield, 
Hull,  Elwinstone  (for  the  Dukeries),  Chesteraeld, 
Durham,  Newcastle,  etc.  Tickets  (ordioary,  excur- 
sion, etc.)  for  use  on  forward  dates  can  be  obtained  at 
Liverpool-streat  Station ;  at  the  Great  Eastern  American 
rendezvous,  2,  Cockspur-street,  S.W.  ;  and  at  the 
Company's  various  City,  West  End,  and  other  booking 
offices;  and  at  51,  New  Oxford- street,  W.C  , 
215,  Edgware-roid,  W.,  and  120,  Brompton-road,  S.W. 
Relieving  and  special  trains  will  be  run  on  the 
Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  to  Southend-on-Sea, 
Colchester,  Clacton,  Walton,  Ipswich,  Felixstowe, 
Norwich,  Cromer,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Cambridge, 
Lynn,  etc.  Midnight  trains,  for  the  accommodation 
of  persons  detained  at  bisiness  until  late  in  the  evening 
on  Saturday,  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  12  -3  for 
Chelmsford,  Colchester,  and  Clacton  (fast  supper-car 
train),  and  at  12.25  for  Harwich,  Y'armouth,  and  Lowes- 
toft, via,  Ipswich,  calling  at  the  principal  intermediate 
stations.  Excursion  tickets  are  issued  daily  from 
Liverpool  Street  and  certain  other  London  and  Sub- 
urban Stations,  to  Southeni-on-Sea,  Burnham-on- 
Crouch,  Clacton,  Walton,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Brox- 
bourne,  Rye  House  and  Epping  Forest  (Chingford, 
Loughton,  etc  ),  and  in  addition  to  these  there  will, 
on  Bank  Holiday,  be  special  day  trips  from  Liverpool 
Street,  Si.  Pancras,  Kentish  Town  and  Hackney 
Downs  to  Hertford,  Cambridge  and  Ely;  also  trips 
for  one,  three  or  five  days  from  Liverpool  Street  to 
Yarmouth,  and  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town  to 
Y'armouth,  Cromer  and  Mundesley-on-Sea.  A  special 
service  of  trains  will  run  from  Liverpool  Street  to 
Chingford,  Loughton,  Broxbourne  and  Rye  House, 
from  Fenchurch  Street  to  Chingford  and  Loughton, 
and  from  Gospel  Oak  to  Chingford.  Several  of  the 
usual  up  morning  expresses  (including  the  7  a.m. 
restaurant-car  express  from  Cromer,  7.25  a.m.  from 
Yarmouth,  7.30  a.m.  from  Lowestoft,  and  7.10  a.m. 
from  Felixstowe)  will  not  run  on  Bank  Holiday,  but 
will  run  instead  on  Tuesday,  Aug.  5,  on  which  day 
restaurant  cars  will  also  run  on  the  7.40  a.m.  from 
Clacton.  Restaurant  cars  run  every  week-day  on  the 
trains  leaving  Liverpool-street  at  4.55  p.m.  for  Norwich 
and  Cromer,  and  at  5.0  p.m.  for  Yarmouth,  and  on  the 
up-trains  leaving  Cromer  at  8.0  a.m.,  and  Yarmouth  at 
8.20  a.m. 
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ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHINGr   QUARTERS,  «&c. 


SLIGACHAN  HOTEL 

ISLE  OF  SKYE. 

Beautifully  situated  at  the  Foot  of  theCuchuIlin 
Hills.  Parties  living  in  the  Hotel  have  the 
privilege  of  good  Salmon,  Sea  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing,  during  May,  June,  and  July,  on  one  of 
the  best  lochs  in  Skye.  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  river  Shgachan  ;  also  good  Loch 
and  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  free  of  charge.  Post 
and  Telegraph  Offices  in  the  Hotel.  Posting. 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "  Sharp,  Sligachan." 

WM.  SHARP,  Proprietor. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  river  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  loch  Nant ;  permission  to  fish 
the  river  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 

MERCER'S  BOTEL,  KILREA,  co.  DERRY. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modem  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments, 
accommodation,  and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths  ; 
Billiards  ;  Suites  of  Rooms  ;  Vehicles  ;  Boats. 
New  Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers' 
board,  9/-  per  day.— Address,  Miss  McCallum, 
Manageress. 


RHICONICH  HOTEL 

Famous  Angling  Resort ;  SALMON  and  GRILSE 
ANGLING  on  Garbetbeg  and  river  Inchard,  by 
arrangement.  FREE  TROUT  FISHING  on 
upwards  of  twenty  lochs  abounding  with  Brown 
Trout,  some  with  Sea  Trout,  and  some  with 
Grilse.  Unlimited  SEA  FISHING.  Picturesque 
views  of  marine  and  mountain  scenery.  Posting. 
Boating  and  vehicular  excursions.  Fishing 
Tackle,  &c.  All  communications  promptly 
attended  to.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence 
Mail  Coach  or  Hire.  Glasgow  Steamers  call 
fortnightly.    Evan  Grant,  Proprietor. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Eggesford,  North  Devon. 

FISHING  FREE  to  HOTEL  GUESTS. 
Twenty  miles  preserved  water — Mid  Taw 
and  Little  Dart. 


WILLIAM  LITTLEWORTH,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CROES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
river  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  taritt,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  GORDON  ARMS  HOTEL 

Early  Trout  Fishing  on  the  celebrated 
Deveron,  with  chance  of  Salmon  ;  best 
months,  April  to  July.  Also  Angling 
on  the  rivers  Bogie  and  Isla  for  Trout. 
All  particulars  from  A.  B.  Geant,  Pro- 
prietor. 


BORDER  ESK, 
Lane^holm. 

FISHING    Q  UA  R  TERS  : 

ESKDALE  HOTEL 

(Temperance). 

SEND    FOR  TARIFF. 

WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor, 


Ac^lera  wlshlnr  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
AGCGIYIIYIODATION, 

For  FiabinK  the  Derbyshire  Streama 

BHOULD  ADVEIITIBK  III 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JODRNAL. 

Chargr.a  very  moderate. 
Addresf  :  King  Street,  Alfreton, 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London. 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.     En  pension  terms 
only  10s.  6cl.  a  day. 

SEASON  6E6AK  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry, 


41  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


x^r^AN  i>  Y  s  sii:*. 


ALL  PRESEEVED,  on  river  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  BEST  in  Wales. 
Report  for  District,  1900  and  1901,  average  83  Salmon.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales 
on  draught  and  in  bottle.  Billiards  and  Posting. 

Inclusive  Terms,  9s.  a  day.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


Swag  Holeljeqlury,  Worcesleisllfe. 

HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

FREE  FISHING  for  Visitors  staying 
in  Hotel. 


LOCH  KATRINE— STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated  In  the  heart 
of  Rob  Roy's  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Gregor  being  in  close  proximity, 
and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsui-passed.  The  fishing  is  free  on  loch  Katrine,  loch  Chon,  and 
several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel  ;  excellent  boats  and  experienced  boatmen  are 
kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  an<l  Trossachs 
and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or  by  Aberfoyle 
and  Trossachs  and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and  steamers  by  these 
routes  during  the  season.    Post  and  telegraph  otlice  in  hotel. 

DONALD  FERGUSON,  Proprietor. 


CUJLiAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire  ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat  from 
Glasgow  on  Mondays.  Wires  :  "  Culag, 
Lochinver."  John  Mackenzie. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  PISHING  on 

loch  Ness,  Free  to  Visitors ;  also  TROUT 
PISHING  on  lochs  Farraline,  Garth, 
and  Bran.  Special  weekly  terms.  Post- 
ing.   Telegrams :  "  Hotel  Foyers." 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  TAY,J<ILLIN,  N.B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges  : 
£1  per  Salmon.  Pishing  opened  15th 
January.  Por  Boats,  apply  to  H.  J. 
Maibby.  Killin  Hotel.  Killin.  N.B. 


INNSBRUCK. 

The  lovely  Capital  of  J'yiol.  Ideal  Health 
and  Pleasure  Resort.  Good  Fishing.  Charming 
Excursions.  Delightful  Climate.  English 
Church. 

HOTEL  TYROL 

C.  LANDSEE,  Proprietor. 


Anglera  wiahingr  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &c., 

SHOULD  ADVEKTI8R  IH 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address,  9,  Market  Mill,  Cambridiire. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINQSBKIDQE.   S.  DEVON. 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance, 
8s.  6d.  per  day.  FISHING  for  Pike, 
Perch  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait, 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Bendon,  Middlesex, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
&ood  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SIZES  OF  flSH 


Pike,  18  inch. 

Chub,  7  inch. 

Rudd,  6  inch. 

Tench,  8  inch. 
Bottom  Fislilng 
Jack  Fishing 


Bream,  10  Inch. 

Dace,  6  inch. 

Perch,  8  inch. 

Gudgeon,  4  inch. 
...    per  day  1/0 
  2/6 


THE  CELEBRATED 

FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Neap  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 


Situate  in  one  of  the  most  delightful  spots  in 
England.    Now  in  all  its  summer  beauty. 

Splendid    Fishing,    Boating,  Piinti-ng 
and  Sailing  on  own  Vrivale  Lalce. 
2  miles  in  Cimnnfercnce, 

TENCH  NOW  FEEDING  AND  LARGE 
FISH  NUMEROUS. 


Upwards  of  a.  mile  of  well-stocked 
and  preserved  Trout  Stream. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3  grs.  per  week 
Inclusive.   Everything  supplied  of  Best 
Possible  Quality.   Moderate  Prices. 

Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses. 
Ail  trains  met  by  appointment. 

Tariif  forwarded  on  application, 

O.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 
TeUgramt:  "  Grlfflths,  Frensham  Pond,  Surrey." 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Eael  of  Caenabvok 
(rivers  Bxe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


GOOD  LAKE  AND  RIVER 
FISHING 

(Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  Eels) 
at  a  nominal  cost. 

SWAN  HOTEL 

THORNTHWAITE,  KESWICK. 

Three  minutes  from  lake.  Splendidly  situated  ; 
one  of  the  finest  views  in  lake  district  from  the 
hotel.  Terms,  6«.  6<i.  per  day,  or  2  guineas  per 
week.    Special  terms  for  fishermen. 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing  in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Particu- 
lars on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor. 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  miles  Reserved   Trout  Pishing 
FREE  to  Hotel  Visitors. 

Hotel  adjoim  Oolf  Links,  Mineral  Springs 
and  Baths. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
in  Hotel  at  5«.  per  day.  Billiards ;  Posting ; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters  of  C.T.C., 
(fee.— Address,  Pbopribtor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

B ALU N ROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout,  i 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1+  miles  ' 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


LOCHMADDY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  UI8T. 

Best  Fishing  in  Hebrides  for  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Brown  Trout,  Over  60  lochs, 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Pish  ng  from 
25th  February  till  end  of  Ojtober. 
Excellent  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  on  all 
lochs.  Drawing  and  smoking  rooms. 
Hot,  cold,  and  salt  water  baths.  Posting. 
Daily  mails  via  Oban,  Mallaig,  and  Inver- 
ness. Telegraph  office.  Good  golf  course 
short  drive  from  Hotel. 

D.  MACPADYEN. 


(LOCH  TAY), 
GLEN  DOCHART,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Beautifully  Bituatod  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Docbart* 
surrounded  by  wild,  x»icture8'iue  and  romantic  scenery; 
six  miles  from  the  head  of  loch  Tay,  and  one  mile 
from  Luib  Station  on  the  Callandar  and  Oban  Railway. 
Five  miles  of  good  Salmon  and  Trout  Fisliing  on  the 
river  Dochart.  loch  Dochart,  and  loch  Nubhair,  Free  to 
Visitors  staying  at  the  Hotel.  Boats  free.  Every  Home 
Comfort,  combined  with  moderate  charges.  Parties 
Boarded.  Golf  course.  Posting  in  all  branches.  Post 
and  Telegraph,  Luib  Station. 

DONALI*  McNAUGUTON,  Proprietor, 


IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

DOVEDALE,  ASHBOURNE. 

The  old-established  fishing  quarters  for 
Anglers,  on  the  Dove  and  Manifold, 
upwards  of  7  miles  of  water.  The  Hotel  i 
has  been  recently  refurnished  throughout. 
Write  for  illustrated  tariff  to 

WM.  EVANS. 
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THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 


The  West  Middlesex  Water  Company,  having  had  a 
reservoir  emptied  at  Barnea,  kindly  notified  the  hon. 
secretary  to  the  effect  that  the  same  could  be  netted, 
which  was  done  during  the  early  part  of  this  week. 
The  nets  and  men  were  supplied  by  Clark,  of  Sun- 
bury,  and  assistance  was  given  by  Messrs.  Berry, 
Back,  Elsmore,  Gomm,  Crumplen,  and  Higgins. 
Several  good  hauls  were  made,  and  about  25,000 
roach,  with  a  few  bream,  barbel,  and  perch,  were  put 
in  the  boats  for  the  purpose  of  being  towed  up  the 
river  to  suitable  spots  by  the  launch  placed  at  the 
society's  disposal  by  the  Thames  Conservancy.  There 
were  no  large  roach,  but  the  lot  were  wonderfully 
alike,  being  seven  to  eight  inches  long.  Fortunately 
the  weather  was  very  cold  for  this  month,  consequently 
the  number  of  fish  lost  was  very  few  indeed.  The 
thanks  of  the  London  anglers  are  due  to  the  engineer 
and  other  officials  of  the  Water  Company  for  their 
kindness  on  this  occasion,  which  has  resulted  in  such 
a  fine  stock  of  coarse  fish  being  added  to  the  river, 
and  which  the  committee  trust  will  materially  increase 
the  anglers'  sport,  and  hope  that  the  clubs  will  assist 
them  by  donations  and  subscriptions  to  enable  them 
to  carry  on  the  work.  Tuesday's  netting  was  much 
better  as  regards  sizeable  fish.  A  number  of  bream 
were  caught,  some  of  which  scaled  over  51b.  each. 

W.  H.  E. 


ROYAL  PROVIDENT  FUND  FOR 
FISHERMEN. 


The  annual  general  meeting  was  held  at  Fish- 
mongers' Hall  on  July  17,  the  Slarquis  of  Ormonde, 
president,  occupying  the  chair.  The  fund  was  founded 
in  ISSi  as  an  outcome  of  the  International  Fisheries 
Exhibition  of  1S83,  under  the  name  of  the  "Royal 
Fund  for  the  Relief  of  the  Orphans  of  Sea  Fishermen," 
and  the  endowment  is  mainly  derived  from  the  grant 
of  the  surplus  fands  of  that  exhibition.  Under  the 
original  constitution  purely  charitab'e  grants  were 
made.  The  present  scheme  has  been  adopted  in  order 
to  encourage  among  fishermen  habits  of  thrift  and 
self-help  by  affording  an  opportunity  for  themselves  to 
make  provision  for  their  wives  and  children  or 
dependent  relatives  in  the  event  of  accidental  death 
or  disablement  overtaking  them  while  in  pursuit  of 
their  calling.  The  president  formally  moved  the 
adoption  of  the  report,  which  showed  that  £1020  had 
been  spent  in  relief  and  £G12  had  been  expended  on 
grants  to  the  branches.  The  couocil  appealed  to  the 
public  for  additional  funds  to  carry  out  the  work  they 
were  undertaking,  as  an  in  creasing  number  of  local 
associations  were  realising  the  advaatages  of  the  fund. 
The  motion  was  adopted.  Lord  Heneage,  in  moving 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Fishmongers'  Company,  said 
they  hoped  to  have  a  larger  attendance  at  the  annuil 
meeting  of  representatives  of  the  various  ports.  A 
sub-committee  had  been  a_ppointed  to  look  into  the 
investments  to  see  that  they  were  on  a  sound  basis. 
Mr.  C.  F.  Carter  stated  that  the  ririmsby  branch  had 
12.50  men  on  its  books.  The  president,  in  reply, 
concurred  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  several  speakers 
that  the  claims  of  the  fund  should  be  brought  strongly 
before  the  public. 


ANSWEES  TO  COEEESPONDENTS. 
J.  H  ,  Launceston—  It  is  due  to  Mr.  Pitt,  of  Bowness, 
to  say  he  did  not  begin  his  letter  about  "  Char  Fish- 
ing "  in  the  familiar  stjle  it  appeared  last  week;  that 
was  purely  a  misunderstanding  on  the  part  of  the 
printer. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebitot. 

[We  do  not  Jwld  ourselves  responsible  for  tJie  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.l 

LAKE  WINDERMERE. 

Sir, — I  was  agreeably  surprised  to  find  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  July  19  an  article  by  our  respected 
editor,  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.,  on  trout  and  char  fishing 
in  this  lovely  lake. 

I  have  often  longed  to  oast  a  line  on  its  crystal 
waters,  and  last  week  had  my  desire  gratified.  Having 
time  to  spare  after  transacting  business,  I  hied  me 
down  to  LakcBidc  Hotel,  where  host  Robinson  did  for 
me  in  his  best  style  at  vory  moderate  charges.  I 
fished  two  hours,  from  G  to  8  p.m.,  in  ideal  weather,  a 
nice  ripple  on,  with  a  sand-eel  tail  for  bait,  but  caught 
nothing  more  than  four  habij  perch.  The  lot  would 
not  weigh  four  ounces,  and  1  calculate  they  cost  me 
at  least  28.  an  ounce.  I  paid  bi.  for  a  licence,  and 
Is.  6d.  per  hour  for  boat  and  man  ;  total,  8s.  This 
was  a  Lit  of  a  scorcher  ! 

_  Now  supposing  I  had  fished  four  hours  of  a  morn- 
ing and  four  hours  at  evening,  that  means  12s.  per 
day,  exclusive  of  my  permit  and  hotel  expenses.  At 
this  rate  none  but  thoaa  with  long,  well-filled  purses 


could  stand  the  racket.  £3  12s.  per  week  is  fearful  to 
contemplate.  I  do  not  object  to  pay  a  reasonable 
sum  to  fish  in  waters  well  stocked  and  thoroughly 
preserved,  but  12s.  per  day  is  an  outrageous  rate, 
unequalled  on  any  lake  in  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
fishing  may  be  all  that  Mr.  Marston  describes  it ;  the 
scenery  beautiful  beyond  description  —  this  I  can 
endorse — but  until  boatmen  reduce  their  charges  to 
more  reasonable  figures,  I  opine  fishermen  will  give 
Windermere  a  wide  berth. 

Another  surprise  was  in  store  for  ma.  Under  the 
same  cover  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  at  page  40,  appeared 
an  illustrated  article  on  "  Plumb-line  Pishing  for 
Char  in  Windermere."  Really,  Mr.  Editor,  how  could 
you  lend  your  sacred  pages  to  make  known  such  a 
murderous  poaching  implement  ?  The  very  looks  of 
it  carries  its  own  condemnation.  I  should  think  it  is 
ten  times  more  deadly  than  either  the  otter  or  cross- 
line,  inasmuch  as  such  gear,  trailing  half-a-dozen 
spinners  deep  down  near  the  bottom,  would  most 
likely  take  every  fish  in  such  clear  water  within 
thirty  yards  of  its  sweep.  Well  may  Windermere 
require  re-stooking  I  I  have  been  a  constant  reader  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  for  near  upon  thirty  years,  and 
deeply  regret  that  the  splendid  summer  number  should 
have  been  marred  by  such  a  blot  upon  its  pages.  The 
illustrated  article  is  grossly  at  variance  with  fair 
angling  and  the  tone  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. — Yours 
truly,  The  Boston  Bittern. 

["  The  Boston  Bittern  "  is  a  bit  unreasonable.  The 
5s.  licence  covers  the  lake  and  tri'outaries  and  other 
streams  for  the  season,  and  you  must  get  a  licence  in 
most  trout-fishing  districts.  The  charge  for  hire  of 
a  boat  per  day  or  week  is  very  reasonable,  nor  can 
Is.  6d.  an  hour  for  boat  and  man  be  called  dear.  Char 
are  to  be  caught  practically  only  by  the  plumb-line  or 
the  net,  and  to  call  the  plumb-line  a  poaching  instru- 
ment is  quite  incorrect. — Ed  ] 


FISHING  ON  WINDERMERE. 

Dear  Sir, — The  poet  who  delivered  himself  of  the 
remarkable  line,  "  Water,  water  everywhere,  and  not 
a  drop  to  drink,"  knew  "  they  parts  "well.  He  has 
given  us  a  text.  It  is  a  case  of  "  Drakey,  drakey 
everywhere,  and  not  a  fish  to  land."  (Of  course  I  am 
speaking  for  myself ;  some  of  the  other  fellows  have 
landed  a  few  trout,  even  up  to  41b.  weight.)  On 
June  12  around  the  islands  in  Bowness  Bay  the 
beautiful  Green  Drake  was  buzzing  in  scores.  Three 
ducks  were  swallowing  them  up  greedily,  then  some 
seagulls  came  and  assisted  in  the  faast.  Meantime 
our  own  efforts  were  blank,  though  now  and  again  a 
fine  fellow  rolled  up  to  take  the  animated  insect  close 
to  our  limp-looking  bait.  The  conclusion  I  have 
arrived  at  is  that  for  the  present  we  don't  want  any 
more  varieties  of  the  phonograph,  the  megaphone,  or 
the  biograpb,  but  what  we  really  want  is  an  artificial 
May  Ply  which  will  buzz  on  the  surface  of  the  water 
and  bulldose  the  trout  into  the  idea  that  it  is  the 
real  article.    There  is  a  fortune  for  the  inventor. 

There  is  also  another  fortune  for  the  man  who  can 
photograph  in  real  colours  as  the  country  appears  just 
now.  Rhododendron,  lilac,  laburnum,  and  all  the 
trees  in  which  this  district  abounds,  oak,  ash,  beech, 
birch,  elm,  etc.,  are  in  their  prime.  The  low  tempera- 
ture, or  the  Coronation,  or  lack  of  funds,  or  something, 
however,  is  keeping  people  away  more  than  usual  for 
the  time  of  year,  consequently  there  is  a  little  lamenta- 
tion by  the  caterers. — Yours  truly,  E.  E.  H. 

Ambleside. 


PIKE  PISHING  IN  LAKE  WINDERMERE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  obliged  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  could  give  me  any  information  as  to  the 
pike  fishing  in  Lake  Windermere ;  are  the  catches 
good,  the  average  weight  about.,  best  time,  and  whether 
they  take  a  spinner  or  live  bait  best.  I  have  tried 
several  times  with  the  spinner,  but  have  never  caught 
more  than  two,  and  I  have  heard  that  live  bait  accounts 
for  more  and  larger  fish.  Any  information  on  this  point 
will  be  thankfully  received. — Yours  truly,  Jack. 

"NETTING  ON  LOUGH  MASK." 

Dear  Sib,— The  four  gentlemen  anglers  referred  to 
in  your  issue  of  June  28  have  drawn  forth  some 
correspondence  in  consequence  of  their  letter  to  the 
Field  and  Fishing  Gazette  on  the  above  subject.  I 
think,  as  they  fished  from  my  hotel,  I  should  like  to 
make  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Wells  was  one  of  the  first  to  subscribe  towards 
Lough  Mask  preservation,  and  although  he  has  not 
fished  Lough  Mask  since  1897  till  this  year  he  has 
sent  his  subscription  regularly.  Furthermore,  I  have 
to  add,  that  when  he  heard  of  the  potato  famine  of 
1898,  which  visited  the  peasantry  around  the  shores  of 
Corrib  and  Mask,  he  and  his  friends  contributed  over 
£40  to  feed  the  starving  poor  of  this  neighbourhood, 
and  took  a  keen  interest  in  alleviating  the  distress. 
This  proves  clearly  the  interest  taken  by  this  gentle- 
man in  this  district.  Relative  to  Messrs.  Bailey, 
De  Maupas,  and  Fawkes — this  was  their  first  visit  to 
Lough  Mask  and  Corrib,  and  having  heard  and  read 
so  much  in  the  public  Press  and  sporting  papers,  they 


were  under  the  impression  that  all  netting  as  well 
as  cross-lining  was  prohibited  in  Lough  Corrib,  and 
were  much  surprised  to  find  such  was  not  the  cise. 
Not  being  acquainted  with  ripariaa  rights,  when  they 
saw  the  netting  going  on  Mr.  Bailey,  being  a  very 
keen  sportsman,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  those 
netting  were  poachers,  and  he  like  a  rnxn  made  for 
them  and  examined  their  nets,  and  found  trout 
instead  of  salmon. 

With  all  due  respect  to  the  energetic  hon.  sec.  of 
the  Lough  Corrib  Fishery  Association,  Mr.  Bailey  and 
his  brother  anglers  did  not  get  false  statements  from 
their  boatman.  They  saw  the  netting  and  the  trout 
taken  with  their  own  eyes,  and  got  their  information 
from  personal  inspection.  I  must  add  that  each 
of  these  gentlemen  expressed  a  wish  to  assist  the 
preservation  of  Corrib  as  well  as  Mask,  and  I  promised 
them  an  introduction  to  the  efficient  secretary  of  the 
Corrib  Association  next  time  they  came,  which  is 
promised  in  September  next.  I  understand  Mr.  Wells 
has  contributed  20s.  a  year  towards  preservation  in 
Mountshannon,  thus  showing  that  his  purse  is  open  to 
any  scheme  calculated  to  improve  sport.  No  doubt 
riparian  owners  are  within  their  rights.  There 
should  be  some  law  provided  to  compensate 
riparian  owners  and  abolish  the  wholesale  netting 
of  lakes,  otherwise  fishing  cannot  he  right,  as 
trout  and  salmon  are  frightened  by  such  methods  from 
the  bays  into  deep  water,  where  they  will  not  take  a  fly. 
I  cannot  in  justice  to  Mr.  Hodgson  finish  this  letter 
without  stating  the  following  facts.  There  is  no  man 
in  the  West  of  Ireland  that  has  done  so  much  to  improve 
sport.  He  has  spent  the  best  twenty  years  of  his  life 
in  the  cause  of  sport,  and  was  the  very  first  to  attempt 
having  bye-laws  passed  to  prevent  cross-lining  and 
illegal  fishing  in  spawning  season.  He  was  the  very 
first  man,  with  Colonel  O'Hara,  of  Galway,  to 
come  to  my  assistance  in  the  preservation  of  Lough 
Mask,  and  he  has  made  many  sacrifices  towards 
the  preservation  of  both  lakes — much  mora  than  his 
wealthier  neighbours.  I  hope  the  ventilation  given  to 
the  above  subject  will  do  good  instead  of  harm,  and 
induce  those  anglers  who  are  taking  advantage  of  the 
good  sport  got  up  on  Mask  and  Coriib,  at  considerable 
expense  and  labour,  without  contributing  a  shilling 
towards  it,  to  subsctibe,  and  that  "  G.  W."  and  "  J.  S.," 
who  wrote  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  July  12,  and  who 
have  fished  Lough  Mask  for  the  past  few  years,  will 
on  their  next  visit  subscribe  towards  preservation,  and 
also  get  the  owners  of  those  so-called  lodging-houses 
to  contribute  and  assist  in  the  preservation  of  Lough 
Mask,  where  they  caught,  owing  to  my  exertions,  eight 
fish  on  the  fly  weighing  151b.  Begging  to  be  excused 
for  the  length  of  my  letter,  yours  truly. 

Mount  Gable  Hotel,  John  A.  Joyce. 

Clonbur,  co.  Galway. 
July  22. 


FISHING  THE  CADDIS  BAIT. 
Sib, — As  a  reader  of  your  paper,  and  one  who  is  an 
old  angler,  would  you  kindly  give  me  some  information, 
through  your  correspondence  column,  as  to  what  is  the 
best  way  of  fishing  the  caddis  bait '? — Yours  truly, 

A.  H. 

[A.  H.  will  find  one  way  described  in  "  Roving  for 
Roach  and  Perch,"  but  the  caddis  bait  can  be  used  in 
the  same  ways  that  the  worm  is  used  in  clear  water 
worm  fishing — that  is,  casting  it  in  front  of  you  as 
you  wade  up  stream, — Ed.] 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  SEPTEMBER. 

Deab  Sir, — I  am  having  a  week's  holiday  from 
September  15  next,  and  am  desirous  of  spending  my 
time  fishing  for  trout  in  a  quiet  stream,  and  I  shall 
be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers  could  give  me  any 
information  as  to  where  to  go  (preferably  Derbyshire 
or  North  Wales),  and  where  to  stay  and  probable 
tariff. — Yours  truly,  Chas.  H.  Burne. 

Urban-road,  Sale,  Cheshire. 

[We  advise  Mr.  Burne  to  write  to  Mr.  Cooper, 
secretary  of  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Asso- 
ciation, and  also  to  the  Izaak  Walton  Hotel,  Dove 
Dale.  He  will  get  grayling  fishing  as  well  as  trout  in 
the  Dove  and  Derwent. — Ed.] 


FISHING  NEAR  WAREHAM,  DORSET. 
Deab  Sib, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
me  any  information  as  to  the  fishing  at  or  near 
Wareham, -Dorset '?  Is  it  free,  or  who  shall  I  get 
permission  from  ?  Shall  I  need  a  boat  or  not  ?— 
Yours  faithfully,  H.  H.  Wilson. 


EEL  TAKING  PLY. 

Deab  Sir, — On  Friday,  while  trying  for  sea-trout,  I 
rose  and  hooked  an  eel  ten  inches  long. 

Is  it  not  an  unusual  occurrence  for  eels  to  take  the 
fly  ?  To  me  the  experience  is  certainly  unique. — Yourg 
truly,  Douglas  Drake. 

Wells,  Norfolk,  July  21,  1902. 

[It  is  certainly  very  uncommon  to  find  an  eel  taking 
your  fly,  but  they  will  do  so  occasionally;  probably 
the  fly  was  sinking  near  the  bottom  when  the  eel 
struck  at  it. — Ed.] 
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ANGLING  COMPANION  WANTED  FOR  IRISH 
FISHING. 

Sir, — I  am  tempted  this  year  to  try  conclusions 
with  the  trout  and  pike  of  Loch  Corrib  or  Loch  Mask, 
but  as  I  am  new  to  the  ground  I  would  very  much  like 
a  chum  to  share  the  joys  and  disappointments  of  such 
an  expedition.  Should  any  of  your  readers  be  thinking 
of  taking  a  fishing  holiday  (the  usual  fourteen  days' 
hard),  commencing  August  9,  10,  or  11,  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood, I  would  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  would 
kindly  put  them  in  communication  with  yours  truly, 

14,  Greencroft  Gardens,  J.  E.  Hall. 

S.  Hampstead,  N.W. 


HOW  TO  CATCH  MULLET  AND  BASS 
IN  A  DOCK. 

DfiAB  Sib, — Our  dock  at  Barry  is  full  of  mullet  and 
bass,  but  we  cannot  get  any  of  them.  They  appear  to 
be  fed  too  well  from  the  ships  in  dock.  What  method 
could  you  advise  to  catch  them  ?  The  paterno&ter  is 
no  good  for  them.  I  have  tried  it  with  mudwonns.  I 
am  a  regular  subscriber  to  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and 
should  be  very  much  obliged  for  your  advice.— Yours 
truly,  T.  A.  Williams. 

[Has  Mr.  Williams  tried  paste,  fishing  fine,  in 
Nottingham  style,  near  surface  ? — Ed.] 


BAIT  FOR  B.!^SS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  extremely  obliged  if  you  or 
your  readers  could  give  me  information  on  the  follow- 
ing point. 

I  have  in  my  mind's  eye  a  place  (Devon)  where 
there  are  plenty  of  good  bass  to  be  had  from  the  rocks 
if— and  this  is  the  point — one  has  a  piece  of  squid  or 
cuttle  wherewith  to  tempt  them.  Nothing  else  seems 
to  kill,  and  squid  or  cuttle  are  very  difficult  to  obtain 
in  the  neighbourhocd.  (1)  Can  anyone  give  me  the 
address  of  a  fisherman  or  otherwise  who  could  be 
relied  upon  to  send  a  supply  by  post  ?  (2)  Would  the 
fish  take  a  formaliued  bait  ? — W.  B.  T. 


FISHING  AT  ABERFOYLE, 

Sir, — Could  you  tell  me  what  fishing  I  can  get  at 
Aberfoyle  during  the  first  three  weeks  in  September  ; 
about  what  size  the  fish  run,  and  what  flies  are 
suitable  ?  Is  there  river  fishing  obtainable  ;  if  so,  are 
waders  necessary  ? — Yours  truly,        "  Garlands." 


TO  PICKLE  BAITS  FOR  TROPICAL 
CLIMATES. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  let  me  know  in  next  week's 
Fishing  Gazette  of  a  way  to  cure  or  pickle  sprats, 
roach,  etc.,  so  that  they  will  stand  tropical  weather  ? 
I  should  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  could  possibly 
do  so. — Yours  truly,  Ossteesides. 

I  We  cannot  say  if  baits  preserved  in  formaline  will 
stand  a  hot  climate  ;  probably  they  would  if  in  pretty 
strong  formaline  and  not  too  many  baits.  Mr.  Whitty, 
Basnett-street,  Liverpool,  can  supply  preserved  baits. 

—Ed.  J 


DERWENT  WATER  AND  RIVER. 

Dear  Sir, — "  X.  Y.  Z."  objects  to  Keswick  being 
described  as  a  "  good  fishing  centre."  I  did  nothing 
of  the  sort.  I  said  it  was  in  Cumberland,  and  bracing. 
If  he  can  disprove  this,  let  him.  His  statement  that 
the  trouting  only  lasts  whilst  the  Green  Drake  is  on 
should  not  go  unchallerged.  For  my  own  part  I 
regard  it  as  an  exaggeration.  That  the  Derwent  is 
"  flogged  to  death  "  may  be  nearer  the  mark,  as  he  is 
no  doubt  a  persistent  flogger  himself.  As  to  his  last 
blow,  suspiciously  near  "  below  the  belt,"  that  the 
"mines  have  spoilt  the  river,"  I  leave  him  to  some- 
one more  interested  in  the  matter  than  myself.  At 
the  same  time  I  would  repeat  the  words  used  to  me 
by  the  gentleman  from  whom  I  bought  a  day  licence  : 
— "  Our  argument  is  that,  though  the  river  on  the 
Penrith  side  of  the  town  is  a  bad  colour,  it  cannot  be 
so  very  badly  poisoned,  or  you  would  not  see  so  many 
perfectly  healthy  fish  rising." — Yours  ttuly, 

E.  E.  H. 


SEA  FISHING  AT  THE  SCILLY  ISLES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  writing  to  thank  you  for  j  our 
kind  notice  about  fishing  in  Scilly,  and  about  this 
hotel.  I  am  greatly  surprised  that  more  gentlemen 
do  not  come  here  fisLing,  as  the  fish  are  generally 
plentiful,  especially  bream  and  pollock. 

The  next  big  conger  fitbing  at  the  Powl  Bank  will 
be  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday,  July  28,  29, 
and  30.  I  shall  be  very  pleased  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  any  gentlemen,  and  they  are  certain 
to  have  good  sport.  The  tteamers  for  Scilly  leave 
Penzance  on  Saturday  at  11.30  a  m.  and  3  p.m.,  and 
on  Monday  and  Tuesday  at  8.30  a  m. — Faithfully 
youra,  E.  N.  Mumkord. 

Holgate's  Hotel,  St.  Mary's,  Scilly. 


PISHING  NEAR  TINTAGEL. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  you  through  the  medium  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  give  me  any  information  concerning 
fishing  to  be  obtained  in  the  neighbourhood  of  either 
the  Lizard  or  Tintagel  ?  I  want  river,  not  sea,  fishing, 
and  should  like  to  know  if  the  water  is  preserved,  and, 
if  so,  on  what  terms  fishing  could  be  obtained.  If  you 
could  let  me  know  this  I  should  be  greatly  obliged. — 
Yours  truly,  A.  I.  Shaksom. 


FISHING  AT  HILGAY,  IN  NORFOLK. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  invited  to  spend  a  week  at  the 
latter  part  of  August  at  a  village  called  Hilgay,  in 
Norfolk.  I  am  told  there  is  some  fishing  there.  I 
should  be  glad  if  some  reader  would  kindly  inform 
me  what  rivers,  etc  ,  I  should  be  able  to  fish,  and  if  a 
boat  is  necessary  and  could  be  got. — Yours  faithfully, 

  F.  Kershaw. 

VERY  LIGHT  FLY  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  unable  to  understand  "  Viator's  " 
evident  sense  of  grievance.  Ho  can  buy  a  Leonard 
rod  in  this  country,  and  if  its  action  pleases  him  he 
can  depend  on  its  quality.  But  why  does  he  wish 
English  makers  to  stock  rods  which  they  could  not 
sell  here  ? 

But  ought  we  to  prefer  a  lOjz.  rod  to  a  4oz.  one  ? 
or  are  we  stupidly  neglecting  improvements  ?  I  do  not 
think  myself  that  the  weight  gives  us  much  knowledge 
of  a  rod's  action,  but  although  a  lOoz.  rod  may  be 
stiff  or  may  be  supple  it  is  fairly  certain  that  a  4oz. 
rod  if  9  feet  long  cannot  be  stiff.  It  will  throw  a  long 
line,  and  a  rod  of  this  type  usually  needs  a  rather 
heavy  line  (which  the  angler  has  to  lift  after  all  as 
well  as  the  rod).  But  when  the  line  has  been  cast, 
can  it  be  properly  controlled  ?  I  think  not.  Of  course 
if  }ou  are  casting  down  stream  trout  may  hook  them- 
selves, but  I  don't  think  the  angler  could  hook  them 
with  such  a  rod.  The  dry-fly  anglers  appear  to  increase 
the  stiffness  of  their  rods  every  year,  and  for  wet-fly 
up  stream  a  stiS  rod  is  essential.  Fly  casting  is  not 
fly  fishing.  Trout,  in  Great  Britain  at  least,  need  a 
good  deal  of  help  in  the  matter  of  hooking,  and  unless 
the  rod  is  stiff  striking  is  almost  impossible. 

Perhaps  you  will  allow  me  to  quote  Stewart,  whose 
work  is  not  yet  out  of  date  : — "  A  fly  rod  should  be 
both  light  and  stiff,  two  qualities  very  difficult  to 
combine."  He  mentions  14oz.  as  the  weight  of  a 
spliced  rod  12  feet  long,  so  that  one  reckons  that  a 
10  foot  rod  would  have  weighed  lloz.  But  again  and 
again  he  insists  that  while  the  rod  cannot  be  too  light 
it  mnst  be  stiff.  And  stiffness  cannot  be  obtained 
without  a  reasonable  diameter  at  the  butt,  for  obvious 
mechanical  reasons. 

I  may  Fay  that  I  have  a  fly  rod  10  feet  G  inches 
long,  which,  till  I  weighed  it,  I  supposed  to  be  about 
lOoz.  It  felt  very  like  a  Hardy  or  AUcock  split-cane 
of  that  weight  (it  is  a  greenheart  rod).  It  weighs 
14oz  ,  but  is  very  easy  in  the  hand.  I  hope  our 
makers  will  never  adopt  the  system  of  describing  a 
rad  by  its  weight.  The  angler's  hand  is  the  only  test. 
— Yours  truly,  Ludwig  Oppenheimer. 


FISHING  AT  FOXFORD  IN  MAYO,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  just  returned  from  this  very 
beautiful  district,  I  think  its  attractions,  piscatorial 
and  pictorial,  may  be  of  interest.  I  knew  Ballina,  the 
lower  Moy,  and  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  by  lengthened 
and  varied  experience. 

On  this  journey,  however,  arrived  in  the  Iccility,  I 
in  butterfly  fashion  stopped  as  and  where  I  chose. 
A  lucky  chance  took  me  on  a  car  past  the  Callow  lakes, 
two  miles  from  Foxford.  Sending  on  the  vehicle  and 
luggage  I  was  able  unexpectedly  to  fish  them  at  once. 
By  evening  on  the  latter  half  of  a  moderate  day  I  had 
taken  thirty-two  trout  of  6oz.,  8oz.,  lOoz.,  12jz.,  and 
18jz.  At  Foxford  I  found  myself  most  comfortably 
lodged  at  Coghlan's  Hotel,  so  comfortable  in  fact 
that  I  remained  there  three  weeks.  The  village  has 
a  ragged  look,  but  the  hotel  entered  you  find  yourself 
in  a  pleasant  room,  with  lawn  and  garden  running 
down  to  the  Moy  river  and  a  lovely  view  beyond.  It 
is  only  fair  to  say  I  found  the  board  excellent. 

What  I  liked  best  about  the  place  was  that  in  rear 
ran  the  liver  for  salmon  fishing,  with  numerous 
salmon  showing  in  good  streamy  pools,  and  every 
morning  there  was  the  side-car  at  your  free  disposal 
for  the  Callow  lakes — three  in  number,  and  each  a 
mile  long,  about  by  "survey,"  and  only  two  miles 
to  drive — or  you  could  drive  same  distance  to 
Loughs  Cullen  and  Conn.  The  weather  being  very 
boisterous  and  cold,  and  knowing  Conn  well  of  old,  I 
confined  my  attentions  for  a  time  to  the  smaller  lakes. 
The  fish  are  certainly  smaller  than  Conn,  but  the  second 
day  I  got  six  in  rapid  succession  in  a  taking  period 
that  averaged  lib.,  and  in  all  my  fishing  experience 
better  trout  than  those  on  the  upper  Callow  I  never 
found  for  "  food  "  or  "  fighting."  A  good  fish  of  about 
21b.  I  got  up  to  the  boat  time  after  time,  but  the  wind 
blowing  a  gale  the  net  missed  him  and  away  he  went 
rejoicing.  The  fitli  now  came  short,  but  I  got  fair 
bold  of  even  much  larger  fish,  the  boatmiui  siid  31b. 
or  41b.,  buj  I  never  saw  him,  and  he  also  go",  away; 
nor  did  1  gel  anything  over  l^lb. 


On  the  lower  Callow  the  fish  average  smaller,  but 
they  always  rose  better,  and  I  could  always  rely  on  a 
basket  with  an  occasional  lib.  fish. 

The  third  lake  is  a  little  higher  up  the  hill,  and  a 
small  torrent  or  stream  of  300  yards  length  connects. 
If  the  waters  of  Callow  are  limpid  as  gin,  those  of 
"  Muick,"  as  this  lake  is  called,  are  dark  and  peaty. 
The  trout  do  not  rise  so  freely  at  all  times,  are  dark 
gold  in  colour,  but  are  large  on  the  average  on  a  tiking 
day,  and  about  as  game  fighters  as  ordinary  trout  — 
quite  different  in  every  respect  from  Callow. 

Through  all  the  recent  gales  and  bad  weather  one  or 
other  of  these  lakes  was  sheltered  and  fishable,  so 
that  it  came  about  I  did  not  patronise  Conn  this  year 
after  all,  though  I  know  it  so  well.  It  has  not  fished 
so  well  of  late,  but  the  gales  prevented  me  on  the 
days  I  had  fixed  to  go.  The  hotel  proprietor  lets  the 
salmon  fishing  at  £2  lOs.  per  rod  per  week.  I  got 
three  fish  up  to  12Jlb.  in  that  time,  but  the  river, 
especially  on  a  Monday  and  Tuesday,  was  generally 
full  of  fish,  the  thundery  weather  preventing  them 
rising.  The  landlord,  with  worm  tackle,  beat  me 
hollow ;  and  I  understand  at  times  there  is  really  good 
sport. 

Between  the  streams  the  river  ia  netted,  but  among 
three  or  four  others  there  is  a  long  pool  with  a  day'a 
fishing  in  it,  streamy  and  swift  and  rocky,  which 
always  contained  numerous  fish. 

I  was  well  attended  on  river  and  lake,  the  bill  was 
moderate,  two  guineas  a  week  for  board,  e'c,  and  no 
charge  for  the  trap,  eight  miles  to  the  particular  line 
of  r£.ilway  it  suited  me  to  journey  by,  nor  any  charge 
to  the  lakes  when  disengaged.  I  was  very  soriy  to 
come  away,  and  so  with  reasonable  luck  will  be  any 
and  all  who  choose  to  journey  thither.  Contrary  to  a 
former  experience  in  the  west,  I  found  the  air  in  this 
part  always  bracing  and  invigorating.  There  is  a 
station  at  Foxford,  vid  Dublin  or  Dundalk,  but  from 
Sligo  and  the  north  you  go  by  rail  to  Swinford  and 
drive  eight  miles.  From  mid  July  there  are  also 
three  smaller  lakes  near  at  hand  into  which  the  white 
trout  lun  in  numbers,  but  small  in  size  on  the  average. 
I  should  not  consider  the  Moy  River  of  much  use  as  a 
trout  river,  white  or  brown,  though  ia  its  upper 
reaches  it  is  very  streamy  and  likely  looking.  Still  I 
could  not  hear  of  much  good  being  done  on  it. — 
Yours  truly,  R.  H. 

P.S.— I  found  Claret  and  Grouse  the  best  fly  for 
Callow ;  and  Teal  and  Green,  Woodcock  and  Hare'd 
Ear,  Blue  QuiU  Dun  all  fairly  successful. 


KELT  SEA.  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  find  your  correspondent,  "  H.  W.," 
speaks  of  "sea-trout  as  getting  scarce"  in  Deveron, 
ppeaking  of  the  present  time  and  under  date  of 
June  28.  Would  Mr.  "  H.  W."  further  explain  to  you 
and  your  readers  what  he  means  by  sea-trout  "getting 
scarce  by  June"  or  by  the  end  of  June.  I  can't 
understand  his  meaning.  Does  he  mean  descending 
sea-trout  are  getting  scarce,  or  ascending  sea-trout.  I 
do  not  remember,  during  all  the  many  years  I  fi&hei 
the  Deveron,  ever  killing  one  clean  run  sea-trout 
before  about  the  5th  of  July.  All  others  were  well- 
mended  kelts,  pure  and  simple.  By  May  15  or  earlier 
the  great  bulk  of  the  young  sea-trout  in  ths  grilse 
stage  ought  to  be  tumbling  down  over  the  shallows  on 
their  way  to  the  sea  or  to  be  caught  by  pot- hunters  in 
the  tideway.  I  have  seen  this  on  Deveron  many  times 
and  also  on  other  rivers.  At  that  time— the  descent 
of  well-mended  kelts — they  feed  greedily  on  fly,  and 
look  as  clear  and  bright  as  a  new  minted  shilling. 

How  many  people  who  have  not  been  born  and  bred 
on  a  Scottish  salmon  river  are  to  be  f  jund  who  yet 
know  a  "  well-mended  kelt  "  from  a  clean  run  salmon  ; 
or,  for  that  part  of  it,  how  many  "  fishers  "  out  for  a 
holiday  from  our  big  cities  know  the  differences? 

I  don't  say  your  correspondent,  "H.  W.,"  does  not, 
but  I  do  say  his  notes  on  Deveron  sea-trout  "  getting 
scarce  "  by  June  are  very  misleading  to  a  great  many 
anglers.- Yours  truly,  J.  A.  Harvie  BroWaS. 

P.S. — Would  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  or  your  corre- 
spondent "  Heatherbell "  kindly  define  the  exact  time 
sea-trout  begin  "to  run  "  from  the  sea  to  the  Annan, 
and  at  the  same  time  tell  us  exactly  when  the  rush, 
down  to  the  Eea  or  tideway,  takes  place  of  the 
"  finnocks  "  and  kelted  sea-trout  ?  Will  any  one  do 
the  same  for  any  other  river  in  east  or  west  of  Scot- 
land, and  either  to  the  north  or  to  the  south  of  the 
Firth  of  Clyde  ? 

I  know  of  hundredweights  of  so-called  "early  sea- 
trout  "  having  been  sent  away  as  early  as  March  and 
April  from  Harris  and  Lewis  in  1902,  where  formerly  no 
one  fished  until  July  1 


FISHING  IN  IRELAND  IN  AUGUST. 

Dear  Sir, — A  friend  and  myself  wish  to  visit 
Ireland  in  the  latter  half  of  August  with  a  view  to 
some  trout  fishing.  Can  you  tell  me  of  a  good  place 
to  go  to  ?  We  should  prefer  river  to  lough  fishing. — 
Yours  truly,  F.  H.  Lane. 

[Several  letten  are  uriavoidablj/  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


A  Note  from  Norway. 

Mr.  Ed'ward  Sturdy  writes  : — 

"  Bolstadoren,  Bergen,  Norway. 
"  July  27,  1902. 

"  Dear  Sir, — So  far  everything  in  this  district 
tends  to  confirm  my  earlier 'reports  and  anticipa- 
tions. Fish  have  run  unusually  early,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  sea-trout,  are  very  scarce.  The 
last  have  been  plentiful,  and  the  fjord  nets 
have  been  too  successful,  but  the  run,  early 
as  it  was,  seems  over,  at  least  for  the  present. 

"  The  weather  has  been  detestable,  extremely 
cold,  with  constant  rain  squalls. 

"  The  reports  that  have  reached  me  from  other 
rivers  are  so  variable  that  it  should  not  be  difficult 
for  anyone  interested  to  draw  any  deduction  that 
should  suit  him.  If  on  the  river  dealing  system 
one  quotes  only  the  favourable  retiums,  sport  can 
be  shown  to  be  splendid,  or  vice  versa.  My  own 
conclusion  is  that  on  a  majority  of  fishing  stations 
June  to  this  has  given  very  poor  sport,  and  that 
the  Iprospect  of  autumn  fishing,  always  very  pre- 
carious, is  very  doubtful  indeed.  Verhum,  nap. — 
Yours  truly,  "  Edw.  Sturdy." 


Over  Three  Tons  of  Fish  for  the  Thames. 

Mr.  Fredk.  Berry  sends  me  a  few  more  particulars 
respecting  the  recent  great  haul  of  live  fish  for  the 
Thames,  for  which  anglers  have  to  thank  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — You  will  be  glad  to  hear 
that  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  last  I  had  a  most 
successful  two  days'  netting,  on  behalf  of  the 
T.  A.  P.  S.,  at  one  of  the  largest  of  the  West 
Middlesex  Water  Co.'s  reservoirs,  situated  by  the 
side  of  the  towing  path  at  Hammersmith  Bridge. 

"  The  Thames  Conservancy,  with  their  usual 
kindness,  rendered  most  valuable  aid,  by  placing  at 
my  disposal  two  large  ballast  punts  and  a  steam 
launch. 

"  The  result  of  the  first  day's  netting  was  placed 
in  one  of  the  ballast  punts,  which  had  been  pre- 
viously filled  with  water,  and  towed  up  stream  by 
the  T.  C.  launch,  in  charge  of  Captain  Thomas; 


the  fish  were  distributed  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm 
between  the  upper  side  of  Richmond  Lock  and 
Twickenham  Deeps.  The  same  arrangement 
applied  to  the  second  day's  netting,  head-keeper 
Eyre  taking  the  place  of  Mr.  Gomm  ;  the  fish 
were  distributed  between  Twickenham  and  Thames 
Ditton,  there  not  being  time  to  place  them  further 
up  river.  We  certainly  had  some  grand  hauls, 
mostly  roach  all  over  size  ;  some  very  fine  bream, 
many  over  5lb. ;  some  nice  perch,  a  few  large  ones 
over  2lb. ;  some  large  chub  ;  and  a  few  carp  up  to 
51b. ;  but,  strange  to  say,  not  many  dace.  Many 
thought  that  we  had  taken  four  tons  ;  we  certainly 
had  three  in  the  two  days,  and  we  left  behind  as  many 
fish  as  we  took  out,  including  a  large  jack,  which 
drove  through  the  other  fish  like  a  torpedo,  and 
escaped  at  the  side  of  the  net.  We  were  favoured 
by  the  weather,  it  being  dull  and  overcast,  with  a 
little  rain  ;  had  the  temperature  been  as  high  as  it 
was  a  few  days  since,  it  would  have  been  most 
disastrous,  and  a  case  of  heads  up  before  the  fish 
had  travelled  far.  Clark,  of  Sunbury,  had  the 
shooting  of  our  net. — Yours  faithfully, 

"  Fredk.  Berry." 
Thames  anglers  will  be  glad  to  hear  of  this  fine 
haul  of  fish  for  the  river.  The  reservoirs  form 
admirable  rearing  places  for  fish  for  stocking  the 
river.  What  a  good  thing  it  would  be  to  put  a  lot 
of  young  trout  to  be  reared  in  this  way — that  is,  if 
there  are  not  many  pike  in  the  reservoir. 

Mr.  Aflalo's  New  Rod  Rest  for  Boat 
Fishing. 

"Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  have  designed,  with 
Messrs.  Farlow,  a  little  rod  rest  for  boat  fishing, 
which  may,  I  hope,  prove  useful  to  brother  fisher- 
men. So  often  have  I  wanted  to  lay  the  rod  down 
for  a  moment  and  been  deterred  by  the  risk  of 


Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo's  New  Rod  Rest  for  Boats. 

treading  on  it,  or  of  losing  a  biting  fish  owing  to 
the  impossibility  of  at  once  picking  it  up,  that  I 
have  long  flogged  a  not  very  resourceful  brain  to 
bring  forth  this  little  device.  I  should  be  quite 
pleased  for  you  to  use  the  enclosed  snapshot  for  the 
Fishing  Gazette  if  you  care  to,  as  I  got  my  boat- 
man to  take  me  in  position  with  the  thing  actually 


Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo  using  His  New  Rod  Rest. 

in  use.  The  long  footbridge  in  the  background  is 
the  Shaldon  Bridge  over  the  Teign,  the  second 
longest,  I  believe,  in  the  kingdom,  and  about  a 
hundred  yards  this  side  of  it  I  catch  all  my  best 
bass. — Yours  truly,  "  F.  G.  Aflalo." 

Messrs.  Farlow  have  kindly  sent  me  an  illus- 
tration of  Mr.  Aflalo's  new  rod  rest  for  boat 
fishing.  I  am  quite  sure  what  he  finds  useful  will 
be  found  thoroughly  practical. 


Half  a  Ton  of  Fish  for  the  AVelsh  Haup. 

Messrs.  Probyn  &  Co.,  proprietors  of  the  Welsh 
Harp  Fishery,  write  to  me  to  say  that  they  intend 
to  put  into  their  waters  on  Simday  morning,  Aug.  3, 
half  a  ton  of  bream,  perch,  and  roach,  at  8  o'clock. 

A  Note  re  Eastern  Norway. 
"  Dear  Marston, — The  Eastern  Norway  rivers 
were  in  a  pitiable  state  of  drought.  There  was  a 
little  rain  before  I  came  away,  but  not  enough  to 
do  more  than  put  the  trout  off  the  fly.  I  had  one 
lovely  little  bit  of  sport.  I  had  taken  out  a  little 
9ft.  greenheart,  with  about  nineteen  yards  on  the 
reel,  and  just  at  the  mouth  of  a  river  where  it  ran 
out  from  a  lake  I  hooked  a  trout.  I  killed  him 
nearly  half  a  mile  down,  after  a  most  exciting  run, 
during  which  the  whole  of  luy  line  was  once  run 
out,  and  several  times  I  was  within  a  foot  or  so  of 
the  end  of  my  tether.  The  distance  by  road  was 
nearly  six  hundred  yards.  His  length  was  twenty- 
three  inches  and  his  weight  3|lb.  exactly.  I  don't 
know  when  I  have  enjoyed  a  bit  of  sport  more. 
The  fish  of  that  stream  are  most  slashing  fighters, 
and  more  skilful  at  getting  the  hook  out  than  any 
I  have  ever  come  across.  My  next  best  fish  was 
21b.  loz.,  and  I  had  others  of  21b.  and  lib.  15oz.  on 
the  same  little  pole.  Otherwise  it  was  a  most 
disappointing  time. — Yours  very  truly, 

"  Val  Conson." 


Interesting  Fishing  Reports  from  New 
Zealand. 

By  the  last  mail  from  New  Zealand  I  have 
received  copies  of  the  annual  reports  of  those 
admirable  bodies  the  Obago  Acclimatisation  Society 
and  the  Wellington  Acclimatisation  Society .  Both 
are  doing  work  which  deserves  the  approbation 
and  support  of  all  sportsmen.  I  am  sorry  to  note 
that  success  with  the  rainbow  trout  is  not  written 
about  quite  so  enthusiastically  as  formerly.  As 
regards  the  salmon  success  is  still  all  in  the  future. 
I  admire  the  plucky  way  in  which  the  societies 
have  kept  on  trying  to  establish  the  salmon,  but 
the  failure  has  been  so  complete  after  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century's  effort  that  I  should  prefer  to 
see  the  money  and  energy  devoted  to  improving 
the  trout  fishing  which  gives  such  encouraging 
returns. 

As  for  the  Quinnat  salmon  the  most  charitable 
thing  is  to  hope  that  those  in  the  societies'  boxes 
will  all  die.  Thank  heaven  so  far  all  attempts 
to  introduce  the  fish  into  Europe,  except  in  cans, 
have  failed.  It  is  no  good  to  the  sportsman,  and  a 
danger  to  other  fish,  being  subject  to  saprolegnia 
fcrax  in  its  worst  forms. 

Here  are  a  few  extracts  from  the  reports : — 

OTAGO  ACCLIMATISATION  SOCIETY. 

Extracts  from  the  Thirty- Sixth  Annual  Report. 

The  council,  in  presenting  the  thirty-sixth  annual 
report,  congratulate  the  members  on  a  fairly  successful 
season. 

Financial. — The  revenue  for  the  year  was  £956  98. 3d., 
and  the  expenditure  £796  IBs.  2d.,  showing  a  credit 
balance  on  the  year's  operations  of  £159  16s.  Id.  The 
revenue  this  year  is  £64  16s.  5d.  more  than  last, 
principally  from  the  increased  sale  of  fishing  licences. 

Licences  Issued. — The  number  of  licences  issued 
was  :  Mens',  498 ;  boys',  106  ;  ladies',  37  ;  half-yearly, 
107  ;  perch,  74 ;  deer  shooting,  47  ;  imported  game,  33. 

Fish  Culture. — The  quantities  of  fish  in  the  society's 
ponds  at  Clinton  are  : — Salmon  ;  100  five  years  old,  200 
four  years  old ;  Loch  Leven,  250 :  Scotch  burn,  140 ; 
rainbow,  190 ;  American  brook,  30 ;  hybrids,  15  ;  salmon 
fry,  3500 ;  Loch  Leven  fry,  17,000  ;  rainbow  fry,  5500. 
Opoho  ponds  :  Loch  Leven,  75  ;  rainbow,  75  ;  American 
brook,  75  ;  Loch  Leven  fry,  7700 ;  rainbow  fry,  8000  ; 
American  brook  fry,  400.  The  quantities  of  fish  dis- 
tributed during  the  past  season  were : — Brown  trout 
fry,  122,000  ;  Loch  Leven  fry,  111,700 ;  Scotch  burn  fry, 
56,000  ;  rainbow  fry,  18,000 ;  Loch  Leven  yearlings, 
5370  ;  brown  trout  yearlings,  2500  ;  salmon  yearlings, 
640;  rainbow  trout  (two  j-ears  old),  1866.  At  the 
Opoho  establishment  Mr.  Deans  has  enlarged  the 
breeding  ponds,  which  will  enable  a  larger  number  of 
fish  to  be  reared  there  in  future.  Although  a  con- 
siderable number  of  rainbow  trout,  up  to  two  years 
old,  have  been  turned  out  into  the  Waipahi  and 
Waiwera  streams  during  the  past  few  years,  very  few 
of  them  have  been  caught  so  far  ;  one  of  2|lb.  was 
caught  in  the  Waipahi  last  fishing  season,  and  a  few 
from  |lb.  to  fib.  were  also  taken  by  anglers.  The 
number  of  fishing  licences  sold  last  year  was  822. 
This  is  the  largest  number  ever  issued  by  the  society, 
and  as  nearly  all  the  other  acclimatisation  societies  in 
the  colony  show  a  considerable  increase  in  the  sale  of 
fishing  licences  breeding  establishments  will  have  to 
be  kept  going  to  keep  our  streams  well  stocked. 
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Last  June  the  three-year-old  salmon  at  the  Clinton 
ponds  were  affected  by  a  peculiar  disease  resembling 
paralysis.  When  a  fish  became  affected  it  would  lie 
at  the  side  of  the  pond  for  a  few  days,  then  would 
lie  on  its  side  motionless  for  two  or  three  weeks  before 
dying.  They  seem  to  lose  all  power  from  the  dorsal 
fin  downwards.  They  were  removed  from  their  pond 
and  put  into  one  of  the  races,  where  they  were  carefully 
watched,  and  as  one  became  affected  it  was  at  once 
removed.  In  two  months'  time  after  being  in  the  race 
the  disease  seemed  to  cease,  and  after  a  time  they  were 
removed  into  their  own  pond.  Altogether  about  100 
died  of  the  disease.  Messrs.  Gilruth  and  Wilkie,  Govern- 
ment veterinary  surgeons,  are  making  a  thorough  inves- 
tigation into  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  disease,  and 
the  council  have  sent  reports  of  the  malady  to  the  best 
authorities  in  America  and  the  home  country  to 
ascertain  whether  any  similar  disease  has  been 
known. 

Nno  Hatchery. — The  old  hatchery  at  Clinton,  which 
was  built  entirely  of  wood,  and  had  been  in  use  for 
twenty  years,  was  getting  into  a  bad  state  of  decay, 
and  as  some  of  the  fry  in  the  boxes  showed  symptoms 
of  the  disease  that  attacked  the  three-year-old  salmon 
the  council  decided  to  pull  the  building  down  and 
erect  a  new  one.  The  new  hatchery,  now  in  course  of 
erection,  will  have  concrete  walls  and  floor  with  all 
the  latest  improvements,  and  will  be  finished  in  time 
to  receive  this  season's  fry. 

Salmon. — Mr.  Ayson  has  both  British  and  Cali- 
fornian  salmon  fry  in  the  Government  hatchery  at 
Hakataramea,  also  a  considerable  number  of  yearling 
Californian  salmon  in  the  ponds.  As  many  as  the 
ponds  can  accommodate  will  be  kept  of  both  kinds 
until  they  are  three  and  four  years  old  before  being 
liberated. 

Fishing. — The  society's  gold  medal  for  fly  competi- 
tion on  the  Waipahi  was  won  by  W.  M'Callum,  jun., 
with  eighteen  fish  weighing  351b.,  and  the  silver  medal 
was  won  by  R.  Spears  with  thirteen  fish  weighing  271b. 
Anglers  during  the  fishing  season  had  good  water 
nearly  the  whole  time  owing  to  the  wet  spring  and 
summer  experienced.  The  usual  number  of  heavy 
baskets  of  401b.  and  501b.  were  got  by  expert  anglers 
living  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Waipahi.  The 
Waiwera  also  produced  good  baskets,  and  quite  a 
number  of  trout  from  51b.  to  91b.  were  taken  from  this 
grand  little  stream  in  October  and  November.  The 
great  majority  of  those  trout  were  in  first-class  con- 
dition, and  had  no  appearance  of  being  newly-run  fish, 
so  we  conclude  they  are  natives  of  the  stream.  All 
the  old  favourite  streams  fished  well,  and  the  Shag 
was  a  great  attraction  for  Dunedin  anglers.  Anglers 
in  the  tidal  waters  of  the  larger  rivers  did  well.  A 
21Jlb.  fish  is  the  largest  we  have  heard  of  being 
taken. 

Deer  Stalking. — The  usual  number  of  sportsmen 
were  out  after  the  red  doer  stags,  and  many  fine  heads 
were  secured. 

Next  week  I  will  give  some  extracts  from  the 
Wellington  Society's  report. 


EoviNG  FOR  Roach,  Perch,  etc.,  and  Light 
Braided  Rods. 

"  Dear  Sir, — "\Ve  notice  in  your  issue  of  July  26 
an  article  from  your  own  pen,  '  Roving  for  Roach 
and  Perch,  etc.,'  in  which  you  describe  the  manner 
a  rod  is  banded  or,  as  we  call  it  in  French, 
?-M6ance,  to  strengthen  while  it  adds  no  appreciable 
weight  to  the  rod.  This  way  of  treating  rods  is 
patented  by  us  in  England,  and  dcposr  in  France. 
We  have  sold  hundreds  of  these  banded  rods  in 
France,  and  have  sent  quite  a  large  number  to 
England,  and  they  have  given  universal  satisfaction. 

"  As  you  say,  the  idea  is  not  new,  for  our  patent 
has  already  existed  over  six  years. 

"  We  shall  be  happy  to  forward  gratis  a  list  of 
these  ruhanees  rods  to  any  of  your  readers  desirous 
of  using  a  strong  yet  light  rod.^ — Yours  truly, 

"  30,  Quai  du  Louvre,  "  Wyers  Frkres. 

"Paris. 

"  P.S. — As  roach  rods  they  are  unequalled." 

I  am  glad  to  find  my  note  has  brought  out 
the  fact  that  these  very  light  braided  rods  are  still 
on  the  market.  I  remember  noticing  one  some 
years  ago,  sent,  I  thinlc,  by  a  Redditch  house. 

As  regards  rods  and  lines  I  confess  I  am  all  on 
the  side  of  dispensing  with  every  ounce  of  unneces- 
sary weight.  An  old  subscriber  and  correspondent 
recently  sent  me  a  beautifully-inade  fly  rod  of  his 
own  manufacture  ;  it  was  an  excellent  bit  of  work, 
but  the  weight  of  it— only  eleven  and  a  half  feet  in 
length  -was  20oz.  I  It  is  true  most  of  the  weight 
was  in  the  butt ;  and  when  my  wife  woke  me  up 
the  other  night  and  said  "  Burglars  1  "  and  I  had  to 
explore  the  lower  regions  of  the  house,  I  wished  I 
had  the  butt  of  that  fly  rod  in  my  hand. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


HUNTING  FOR  FISHING. 

By  The  Amateur  Angler. 


During  my  short  vacation  I  may  truly  be  said 
to  have  had  some  splendid  hunting — for  fishing — 
and  it  has  not  been  for  want  of  activity  on  my  part 
that  my  hunting  has,  in  one  sense,  been  a  failure, 
though  it  has  afforded  me  pleasant  occupation. 
It  so  happens  that  my  headquarters  are  situated 
many  miles  away  from  the  abode  of  trout  or 
grayling. 

I  told  you  in  my  last  of  my  twenty-mile  journey 
to  Dorstone  in  search  of  the  prill '"'  called  the  Dore. 
Since  then  I  got  permission  to  fish  in  a  strictly 
preserved  part  of  the  Wye  said  to  contain  good 
trout  quarters.  Jack  and  I  accordingly  took  a 
six-mile  drive  there  one  Friday.  We  arrived 
in  a  downpour  of  rain,  and  it  continued  while 
I  hopelessly  flogged  the  likely  quarters ;  but 
I  saw  no  sign  of  fish  of  any  kind  except  three 
splendid  salmon  turning  somersaults.  They  seemed 
to  me  to  be  about  a  yard  long  each,  but  of  course 
the  glimpse  was  momentary.  My  permission  to 
fish  specially  excluded  salmon  fishing ;  but,  dear 
me,  what  a  model  place  it  was  to  practice  casting 
a  salmon  fly — a  long  and  broad  deep  pool,  sweeping 
round  an  open  gravel  beach,  no  obstruction  what- 
ever. It  looked  so  easy  to  cast  over  and  hook  one 
of  those  big  fellows  and  simply  haul  him  out  on  to 
the  gravelly  bed,  but  it  was  not  for  me  to  do. 

The  scenery  round  and  about  the  bright  river 
was  enchanting,  and  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  I 
caught  nothing — for  there  was  nothing  to  catch — 
and  I  got  a  good  wetting,  I  could  find  no  fault  with 
my  little  excursion  ;  indeed,  I  enjoyed  it  immensely. 
Fleet-street  and  its  grim  realities  never  once 
obtruded  upon  and  marred  the  fair  scenes  about  me. 

One  day  I  was  waiting  for  ten  minutes  at  a 
station  close  to  the  river ;  down  there  was  a  tall, 
white-bearded  old  gentleman  in  long  black  waders 
fly  fishing  for  what  ?  I  had  been  told  that  trout 
were  there  and  were  caught  in  any  quantities.  I 
saw  this  old  fellow  catch  a  fish  five  inches  long, 
and  I  expected  to  see  him  put  it  back — not  a  bit  of 
it ;  it  went  into  his  bag,  and  then  another  and 
another,  and  so  the  game  was  going  on  till  my 
train  left.  What  was  he  pocketing  ?  Why  young 
salmon — fingerlings,  samlets,  or  whatever  they  may 
be  called.  I  had  myself  caught  many  of  these 
little  chaps,  which  I  regarded  as  a  nuisance  and 
threw  them  back.  I  am  told  tliese  samlets  make 
a^delicious  fry  ;  but  is  it  legal  to  catch  them  ? 

On  another  occasion  we  painfully  lifted  our  good 
old  invalid  into  his  pony-trap,  and  I  took  him  for 
a  long  drive  through  the  pleasant  roads  and  lanes 
of  the  neighbourhood ;  it  afforded  us  an  oppor- 
tunity of  almost  realising  one  of  his  own  tragic 
stories.  I  was  driving  leisurely  up  a  rather  narrow 
road,  and  we  were  having  a  pleasant  chat,  when  all 
of  a  sudden  there  came  dashing  round  a  sharp 
corner,  and  without  warning  of  sight  or  hearing, 
(and  according  to  my  version,  at  the  rate  of  sixteen 
miles  an  hour)  a  fine  yoimg  gentleman  of  the  new 
school,  with  his  groom  beside  him,  driving  a 
spanking  horse,  and  smash  he  came  into  our  modest 
dog-cart,  quite  unprepared  for  the  encounter.  He 
struck  the  cap  of  our  axle,  snapped  our  off-spring, 
and  otherwise  seriously  injured  our  trap,  not 
without,  I  may,  perhaps,  maliciously  say,  with 
some  gratification,  considerable  damage  to  his 
own  vehicle.  The  wonder  was  that  our  trap, 
being  much  the  lightest,  was  not  upset,  and 
the  "  Amateur  Angler  "  and  his  friend  seriously 
maimed,  or,  indeed,  one  or  both  of  us  killed. 
Fortunately,  much  the  lightest  weight  was  on  the 
near  side,  or  the  trap  had  inevitably  gone  over.  As 
it  was,  we  abused  each  other  in  the  road  with  as 
much  eloquence  as  each  of  us  could  suddenly 
muster,  he  vowing  that  I  was  not  on  my  own  side 
and  that  his  pace  was  not  eight  miles  an  hour,  and 
I  stoutly  asserting  that  his  pace  was  at  least 
sixteen  miles,  while  I  was  quietly  driving  in  the 
middle  of  the  road,  and  not  for  one  moment 
admitting  that  he  had  the  right  to  kill  me  even  if 
I  had  been  a  trifle  out  of  the  exact  centre  of  the 
narrow  road.  And  so,  each  one  quite  convinced  that 
the  other  was  in  the  wrong,  he  backed  up  by  his 
groom,  and  I  by  my  invalid,  we  started  on  our 
several  ways — we  with  a  broken  spring,  and  he,  I 
am  sure,  with  a  saddened  conscience,  for  he  seemed 
to  be  a  gentleman.  Subsequently  he  did  me  the 
honour  of  calling  upon  me,  but  I  was  not  at  home. 
I  am  told  on  all  hands  that  he  is  a  very  pleasant, 

*  Prill  is  a  local  term  for  a  very  small  stream. — A.  A. 


genial  yoimg  gentleman,  but  it  must  be  owned 
that  the  way  we  met  was  not  conducive  to  geniality 
or  good  temper. 

Another  day — in  pursuit  of  the  game  of  fishing 
—found  me  away  up  in  Breconshire  at  a  place 
called  The  Three  Cocks,  a  well-known  junction 
of  the  Midland  and  Cambrian  Railways.  Here  I 
was  told  was  some  grand  trout  fishing  to  be  had.  I 
inquired  wherever  I  could,  but  could  only  learn 
that  whatever  fishing  there  was  was  strictly  pre- 
served. I  found  a  lovely  little  stream  running 
a  meadow  or  two  below  the  station,  the  name  I 
think  is  the  Llunvy,  or  as  one  called  it  Aberlunvy. 
This  I  was  told  was  a  good  trout  stream.  The 
part  I  examined  for  half  an  hour  seemed  to  be 
swarming  with  chub,  great  big  fellows,  soaring,  as 
Izaak  Walton  says,  on  the  top  of  the  water.  I 
longed  to  be  at  them,  though  I  love  them  not. 

The  Three  Cocks  is  an  old-fashioned  inn  half  a 
mile  from  the  station,  and  musing,  as  I  strolled 
along  the  turnpike  road  towards  it,  on  the  oddness 
of  the  title,  I  came  upon  the  very  handsome  lodge 
and  grand  iron  gate  entrance  to  a  deer  park.  On 
the  granite  pillars  were  the  family  arms  rather 
rudely  sculptured  ;  on  the  central  shield  were  a 
stag  and  two  bulls,  and  on  the  lower  sinister  panel 
were  three  superb  cocks,  the  motto  underneath 
being  Taurus  gaudet  in  silvis.  Of  course  in  these 
family  arms  will  be  found  the  origin  of  the  title 
given  to  the  old  inn  and  the  new  railway  station. 

Again  I  was  told  of  a  lovely  trout  and  grayling 
river  twelve  miles  away,  where  fishing  was  free 
and  any  amount  of  trout  to  be  had  for  the  catching. 
On  Monday,  July  21,  a  bitterly  cold  east-winderly 
daj',  we  took  this  long  drive,  and  in  an  hour  and  a 
half  we  i-eached  the  Red  Lion. 

The  landlord  was  in  ecstasies,  vowed  the  river 
was  swarming  with  rising  trout,  and  we  started  off 
to  look  at  it.  Looking  over  the  parapet  of  the 
bridge  I  saw  a  fish  rise  close  under  the  bank,  and 
lower  down  many  others  rise  in  quick  succession. 
"  I'll  have  that  fish  to-morrow,"  said  I  to  Jack, 
"  be  he  trout  or  grayling."  This  being  only  an 
exploring  expedition  we  foolishly  left  our  tackle 
behind  us.  Where  these  fish  were  rising  happened 
to  be  just  the  head  of  a  strictly  preserved  bit  of 
water.  Satisfied  we  were,  however,  that  we  had 
at  last  found  a  splendid  trout  stream  we  returned 
to  the  inn,  had  a  famous  lunch  of  bread  and 
cheese  and  beer — not  a  chop  to  be  had  without 
sending  three  or  four  miles  to  the  neighbouring 
town.  We  vowed,  in  spite  of  wind  or  weather, 
to  be  there  with  all  our  destructive  implements, 
and  we  ordered  dinner  to  be  ready  at  one  o'clock 
next  day  to  the  minute,  and  our  plucky  little  mare 
brought  us  safely  home  after  a  twenty-four  miles 
round,  quite  unconscious  that  she  had  got  the 
same  work  to  do  next  day. 

Punctual  to  the  minute,  however,  we  next  day 
reached  the  Red  Lion.  Dinner  was  on  the  table 
in  no  time — a  dinner,  I  assure  you,  which  none  of 
your  royal  anglers  would  have  scorned.  The  land- 
lady of  this  little  roadside  inn  apologised  for  not 
being  able  to  serve  us  quite  in  the  royal  style,  but 
she  gave  us  a  lovely  little  spring  chicken,  beauti- 
fully browned  and  cooked  to  a  turn,  delicious  gravy, 
and  egg  sauce  to  match,  and  the  dish  garnished 
with  the  sweetest  little  bits  of  frizzled  bacon  that 
ever  were  eaten,  and  the  accompaniments  were  a 
dish  of  tender  green  peas  and  new  potatoes — not 
the  watery  things  you  get  in  a  grand  London 
restaurant,  but  really  firm  yet  tender  juveniles. 
What  more  ?  Champagne  had  never  demoralised 
the  Red  Lion,  and  the  wines  of  France  and 
Germany,  of  Spain  and  Portugal  were  unknown. 
Cider  they  had,  and  I  am  obliged  to  say  that  it 
was  the  only  drawback  to  our  feast ;  it  was  very 
hard  and  rough,  I  may  say  sour,  and  this  our  good 
landlady  was  quite  aware  of  and  deplored.  I  sug- 
gested the  addition  of  a  spoonful  of  whisky  to  tone 
down  its  ascerbity,  but  she  suggested  gin  as  the 
best  corrective,  so  gin  in  our  cider  we  had,  and  it 
certainly  made  the  cider  drinkable. 

Now,  hurrah  I  for  the  river,  and  the  enthusiastic 
landlord  begged  to  be  allowed  to  come  along  and 
see  our  grand  doings  and  to  put  us  up  to  all 
manner  of  dodges.  Down  we  come  to  that  bridge, 
and  there  was  tliat  identical  trout  or  grayling  still 
rising  in  precisely  the  same  spot.  Conscious  as  I 
was  that  I  was  poaching  on  preserved  waters,  I 
threw  my  fly  over  him.  Yet,  was  I  poaching? 
I  was  on  the  turnpike  road,  and  I  made  my  cast 
over  the  stile.  Anyhow,  the  fish  came  at  me  at 
once,  and  as  some  of  your  anglers  say,  "  attached  " 
himself  to  my  betrayer.    Jack  landed  him  on  the 
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footpath.  Was  he  poaching '?  I  take  to  myself 
the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  and  wouldn't  mind  doing 
the  same  tiling  again ;  he  was  a  pretty  grayling, 
say,  jlb. 

Thus,  happy  omen  !  I  had  caught  a  fish  at  my 
first  cast.  Our  landlord  was  crazy  with  joy,  and 
foretold  the  grand  baskets  we  should  make  when 
we  got  up  to  the  unpreserved  water.  I  may  say, 
in  passing,  that,  strictly  speaking,  there  is  no  un- 
preserved water  here,  for  the  water  we  are  now 
about  to  invade  belongs  to  a  cluh,  and  there  were 
notice  boards  up  all  along  warning  trespassers, 
yfith.  penalties,  by  order,  and  so  on.  But  we  were 
told  by  the  farmers  who  held  the  land  that  they 
looked  on  the  club  as  of  no  account,  for  they  had 
been  paid  no  rent  for  years,  and  they  were  not 
likely  to  get  any  ;  so  they  gave  us  permission  to 
fish,  on  the  condition  that  we  and  they  should 
"  share  and  share  alike,"  with  the  result  

Well,  well,  I  am  sorry,  I  may  say  grieved,  to  tell 
you  that  our  glorious  anticipations  were  doomed  to 
disappointment.  After  a  laborious  pursuit  of  the 
ins-and-outs  of  that  winding  and  bewildering 
bush  surrounded  stream,  that  one  little  grayling 
remained  the  sole  occupant  of  our  basket.  We 
did  not  share  him  with  the  farmers,  we  brought 
him  home  whole,  and  I  had  him  for  breakfast 
next  morning,  and  sweet  and  tender  he  was. 
Now  why  did  we  catch  no  fish  ?  There  are 
plenty  of  trout  there,  and  good  ones.  "  Well,"  as 
our  landlord  said,  "  you  never  know,  when  you  go 
a-fishing.  what  may  happen.  When  I  was  a  boy  I've 
gone  many  a  time  to  the  river  and  caught  a  dozen 
big  trout  of  an  evening  with  a  worm,  under  an  old 
stump,  while  you  fly-fishers  couldn't  catch  one." 
He  added,  "  there  is  a  neighbour  of  mine,  he  is  one 
of  the  best  anglers  in  the  county.  I  saw  him  pull 
nine  tremendous  big  fellows  out  of  one  hole  not 
long  ago.  Why,  yonder  he  is  !  "  An  elderly  gentle- 
man was  sitting  under  a  large  willow  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river,  and  when  I  happened  to  catch 
sight  of  him  he  was  holding  a  big  black  bottle  up 
to  his  mouth,  as  if  he  was  sucking  something  out 
of  it.  I  know  not  what  it  was,  but  he  seemed  to 
be  very  happy.  "  What  luck  ?  "  cried  our  landlord 
with  a  great  shout,  for  the  old  boy  is  very 
deaf.  "  Luck  !  "  says  he.  "  I've  fished  this  river 
all  mv  life  and  never  had  such  a  time  before. 
Not  a  single  fish  have  I  got  though  I  have 
been  here  for  hours.  I  wish  I  had'na  come." 
"Why,  look  just  above  you,"  cried  I,  "there's  a 
fine  fish  rising,  just  a  pretty  cast  from  you."  "  Aye, 
I  know  him,"  says  he,  "  that  fish  ain't  a-goin'  to 
fool  me.  You  have  a  go  at  him.  But  what's  the 
use  of  throwing  a  fly  over  a  fish  like  that,  with  the 
sun  a  shinin'  on  him  and  the  water  as  clear  as  gin. 
You  try  him." 

Well,  now,  if  this  old  boy  couldn't  catch  a  trout 
in  what  one  may  call  his  native  stream,  why 
should  we  strangers  be  disappointed  ?  "  Ah  1  " 
said  our  landlord,  "  if  you  had  but  been  here  yester- 
'lay — they  were  rising  all  along  the  river,  great  big 
fellows.  I  never  saw  anything  like  it,  and  yery 
likely  it'll  be  the  same  to-morrow.  Come  and  have 
another  go  at  'em."  "  Thank  you,"  I  said,  "  not 
to-morrow,  but  some  other  time  in  the  far  distant 
future  we  may  turn  up  again  precisely  at  1  p.m., 
and  you  have  that  chicken  and  peas,  new  potatoes 
and  egg  sauce  all  ready,  will  you  ?  "  "  All  right," 
said  our  landlord. 


SEA-TEOUT  LUEES. 


The  demand  for  sea-trout  quarters  was  never 
greater  than  at  present,  and  particularly  so  at  this 
season  of  the  year.  With  the  advent  of  the 
"  Twelfth  "  comes  the  rush  North,  and  when  the 
first  brush  of  the  shooting  season  is  passed  then 
the  rod  comes  in  as  a  handy  substitute  for  the  gun, 
and  the  dogs  and  birds  get  a  rest,  while  the  salmon 
or  trouting  waters  once  more  command  the  sports- 
man's time  and  attention. 

The  sea-trout  begin  to  make  their  appearance 
with  the  first  autumn  floods,  and  although  usually 
light  weights  to  begin  with ,  these  gradually  increase 
ia  size  as  the  season  advances.  In  some  districts 
they  seldom  exceed  21b.  or  31b.,  while  in  others 
again  they  run  up  to  61b,  and  over,  although  these 
heavy  weights  are  rarely  met  with. 

The  pound  sea-trout  are  the  most  common,  and 
a  basket  of  ten  such  fish  make  a  very  respectable 
appearance,  and  furnish  Eomething  worth  going  a 
bit  to  secure. 

In  the  spring  and  again  in  the  autunan  there  is 


a  run  of  whitling,  or  finnock  as  they  arc  called  in 
the  North,  but  these  are  nearer  half-pounders  than 
pound  fish,  and  although  sportive  and  game  to  the 
last  and  excellent  eating  are  much  more  easily 
got  than  their  sires  of  heavier  calibre. 

A  gusty  day  is  the  ideal  for  the  expert  sea-trouter. 
He  prefers  that  to  any  other  as  the  fish  are  then 
more  easily  deceived,  and  some  splendid  sport  can  be 
had  in  the  very  teeth  of  the  fiercest  gale  that  blows. 

The  sea-trout  is  a  cunning  fish,  and  very  shy  at 
times.  In  still  clear  water  it  lies  at  the  very 
bottom  of  the  pool,  and  will  not  move  till  nightfall, 
tempt  him  how  one  likes,  but  as  soon  as  darkness 
sets  in  then  he  is  on  the  move,  and  will  fall  a 
victim  to  almost  anything  thrown  on  the  water, 
but  a  worm  for  preference. 

All  the  range  of  ordinary  trout  flies  may  be  used 
for  sea-trout,  and  loch  sizes  for  evening,  or  estuary, 
or  voe  fishing.  Little  double  irons  are  very  popular 
in  most  northern  streams,  the  belief  being  that 
they  hold  better,  although  many  discard  them  as 
being  too  heavy.    Anything  of  the  silver  tinsel 


ME.  HENEY  ELMSLIE. 


Mit.  Henry  Elmslie,  of  the  Victorian  Tisfi 
Protection  Society  and  Anglers'  Club,  Melbourne, 
who  is  a  native  of  Penshurst,  Kent,  after  an 
absence  of  forty-five  years  has  felt  compelled  to 
visit  the  haunts  of  his  youth,  where  he  first  tried 
his  hand  with  the  roach  and  bream  on  the  river 
Medway,  and  has  been  a  devoted  follower  of  the 
gentle  art  during  his  life  in  the  colonies.  He 
attended  the  last  meeting  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion of  London  Angling  Clubs  (July  7,  1902)  and 
was  made  an  honorary  member,  the  delegates 
giving  him  a  hearty  reception  and  also  offering  an 
invitation  to  him  to  fish  any  or  all  their  private 
waters.  He  thanked  them  for  their  cordial  greet- 
ing, and  gave  many  interesting  particulars  of  their 
efforts  in  the  colonies  of  river  preservation  and  of 
his  fishing  exploits. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  he  handed  a  letter  to 
the  chairman  of  the  Central  Association,  sigued  by 
Mr.  C.  J.  Smith  (president)  and  William  John 


An  Austbaltan  Angleb. 
(Mr.  H.  Elmslie,  of  the  Victorian  Fish  Protection  Society,  Melbourne.) 


order  is  good  for  sea-trout,  and  grilse  flies  of  the 
Silver  Doctor  order  never  fail  to  fetch  a  rise  when 
they  are  on  the  move.  The  size  of  the  fly  is  every- 
thing, and  local  conditions  alone  can  determine 
that.  Every  district  has  its  own  special  favourites 
and  local  patterns,  but  all  round  half-a-dozen  of 
the  standard  dressings  for  small  salmon  flies  will 
be  found  to  work  well  anywhere,  and  be  all  that 
one  needs  carry  about  with  him. 

Some  anglers  use  two  flies  when  searching  for 
sea-trout,  but  the  majority  incline  for  three  to  the 
flight,  and  one  angler  I  know  never  works  with  less 
than  five  and  sometimes  six  to  his  cast,  and  never 
alters  or  changes  the  hooks  from  one  day  to  another. 
Next  to  the  fly  the  sand-eel  and  earth  worm  come 
in  for  a  good  share  of  attention.  These  are  fatal 
baits  for  newly-run  fish,  as  also  is  the  little  Devon, 
the  Terror,  creeper,  and  the  rubber-tube.  Sea- 
trout  quarters  can  be  had  at  almost  any  point  of 
the  coast,  in  Sutherland,  Ross,  the  Western  Isles, 
and  in  the  Orkneys  and  Shetlands  in  particular, 
where  anglers  are  now  finding  their  way  North  in 
considerable  numbers  for  three  or  four  weeks  among 
the  voes  and  lochs  there.  G.  M. 


Dale  (secretary)  of  the  Victorian  Fish  Protection 
Society  and  Anglers'  Club,  as  follows  : — • 

"  This  will  serve  to  introduce  Mr.  Henry  Elmslie 
(of  this  city,  Melbourne),  who  is  now  on  a  visit  to 
England.  Mr.  Elmslie  has  been  a  member  of  our 
society  for  a  number  of  years,  and  has  rendered 
great  assistance  towards  its  welfare,  and  is  very 
much  esteemed  and  respected.  He  is  a  good  sport, 
and  any  courtesy  which  may  be  shown  Mr.  Elmslie 
during  his  visit  will  be  accepted  as  a  compliment 
to  our  society  and  reciprocated  accordingly  should 
opportunity  occur," 

The  headquarters  of  the  Victorian  Club  are  the 
Bull  and  Mouth  Hotel,  Bourke-street,  Melbourne. 

G.  H.  H. 


Lyra  Piscatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fisliennen.  By  CoTSWOLD  ISYS,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishins,"  etc.  The  Field  says:  "Cotswold  Isys  lias 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'  Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume."  The  Amateur  Angler 
Bays  :  "All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  super!) ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco  '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the  . 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King-street,  Covent-garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  23.  6d. 
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SOME  PRESS  OPINIONS 

OF  THE 

JULY  19  SUMMER   NUMBER  OF 
THE    FISHING  GAZETTE. 


His  Majesty  the  King  and  His  Boyal  Highness 
the  Prince  of  Wales  graciously  accepted  copies  of 
the  Summer  Number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  Pall  Mall  Gazette  of  July  19  devoted  its 
leading  article  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  Summer 
Number,  and  among  other  kind  things  said — 

"  This  morning,  when  the  science  of  polibics 
is  taking  a  much  needed  rest,  the  Summer 
Number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  comes  to  us  as 
an  agreeable  and  opportune  surprise.  It  is  quite 
a  Eoj  al  Number.  .  .  .  There  is  a  very  pleasant 
feeling  about  the  incidents  upon  which  Mr. 
Marston  touches  in  his  Gazette,  and  in  the  pic- 
tures by  which  they  are  illustrated.  .  .  .  We 
doubt  not  that  His  Majesty,  reposing  on  a  yacht 
in  the  Solent,  will  have  a  similar  refreshment  of 
feeling  when  he  peruses  the  Fishing  Gazette." 

The  Westminster  Gazette — 

"  Very  attractive.  .  .  .  Contains  'much  excel- 
lent reading  for  anglers  and  many  interesting 
illustrations." 

The  Queen — 

"  This  year's  Summer  Number  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  is  an  unusually  good  one." 

The  Graphic — 

"  The  Summer  Holiday  Number  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  will  be  exceedingly  welcome  to  the 
holiday  angler." 

The  Daily  Mail  of  July  26  devoted  nearly  half  a 
page  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  Summer  Number, 
reproducing  both  illustrations  and  matter  from 
"  the  excellent  Summer  Holiday  Number." 

The  Guardian,  the  great  church  paper,  says — 

"  The  Fishing  Gazette  is  well  packed  with 
readable  matter." 

The  Financial  News — • 

"  The  Fishing  Gazette  is  full  of  good  things." 

The  Field— 

"  Unusually  well  illustrated." 

The  Morning  Post  says  the  Fishing  Gazette  is 
"  certain  to  be  read  with  pleasure  by  fishermen." 

The  Illustrated  Sporting  and  Dramatic  News— 
"  Always  interesting  to  anglers  of  every  kind." 

The  People — 

"  No  angler  should  miss  the  Summer  Number 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  which  is  not  only  replete 
with  information  of  interest,  but  gives  some 
excellent  illustrations  of  His  Majesty  the  King, 
the  Queen,  and  members  of  the  Royal  Family, 
as  they  appear  when  on  angling  bent.  It  is  far 
and  away  the  best  summer  number  Mr.  Marston 
has  produced,  which  is  saying  a  great  deal,  and 
its  issue  in  the  Coronation  year  is  peculiarly 
appropriate. 

Many  other  London  and  provincial  papers  have 
also  given  very  kind  references  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  CANADA. 


[The  following  information  is  kindly  sent  to  me 
by  a  very  practical  American  angler,  Mr.  Wm.  H. 
Gregg,  sen.,  of  St.  Louis,  author  of  the  most  valu- 
able work  I  know  on  "  Where,  When,  and  How  to 
Fish:on  the  East  Coast  of  Florida."—R.  B.  M.] 

"  Mr.  E.  B.  Marston, 

"  Editor  Fishing  Gazette. 

"  Penetang,  Ontario,  Canada, 
"  July  14,  1902. 

"  Dear  Sir, — Your  letter  of  2ad  inst.  reached 
me  here  to-day.  I  will  take  great  pleasure  in 
reading  your  review  of  my  book  when  received. 
I  note  your  reference  to  trout  fishing  in  Canada. 
The  field  is  so  vast  that  no  one  person  could 
possibly  do  it  justice.  Nearly  every  stream  empty- 
ing into  Lake  Superior  on  the  north  shore  is  a 
trout  stream,  the  Nipigon  being,  of  course,  the 
deservedly  most  famous  one.  Then  very  many 
streams  discharging  into  Lake  Huron  on  its  eastern 
and  northern  shores  are  trout  streams.  The  south 
shore  of  Georgian  Bay  affords  fair  fishing,  but 
the  country  is  well  settled  so  the  streams  are 


measurably  fished  out,  which  is  the  case  with  the 
eastern  shore  of  Lake  Huron.  The  northern  shores 
of  Lakes  Superior  and  Huron  are  sparsely  settled, 
so  the  fishing  is  good,  but  parties  will  have  to  camp. 
The  northern  shore  of  Georgian  Bay  has  few  trout 
streams. 

"  The  country  east  of  Georgian  Bay  to  Ottawa  is 
sparsely  settled,  and  there  are  many  streams  and 
lakes  which  afford  fine  trout,  but  there  are  few 
stopping  places.  The  Province  of  Quebec  is  full 
of  trout  streams  and  lakes,  very  many  of  which  are 
leased  by  the  Government  to  clubs  and  individuals. 
Almost  every  small  or  medium  stream  contains 
trout,  and  many  of  the  lakes  the  same.  A  diligent 
and  industrious  angler  can  find  very  fair  free  fishing 
all  over  Quebec. 

"  I  am  a  member  of  the  Laurentian  Club,  who 
have  seven  hundred  square  miles  of  territory  on 
lease,  and  have  fine  club  houses  about  twenty  miles 
apart  north  and  south,  the  main  one  accommodating 
thirty  to  forty  members  at  a  time  and  the  others 
eight  to  twelve.  The  club  has  very  many  lakes 
which  abound  in  trout  from  very  small  to  51b. 
Their  grounds  are  near  the  St.  Maurice  river,  which 
discharges  into  the  St.  Lawrence  at  the  town 
of  Three  Rivers  on  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway, 
forty  miles  west  of  the  city  of  Quebec.  I  am  also 
a  member  of  the  St.  Maurice  Club,  which  has  large 
territory  further  up  the  St.  Maurice  river. 

'•  Very  many  Americans  of  late  years  do  their 
trout  fishing  in  Canadian  waters  as  members  of 
clubs  and  as  free-lances.  The  maritime  provinces. 
New  Brunswick,  etc.,  all  afford  fine  fishing  for  trout 
as  well  as  salmon,  and  there  is  fine  fishing  for 
trout,  bass,  mascalonge,  pickerel,  etc.,  all  along  the 
route  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  to  Vancouver, 
B.C.  All  through  Canada  to  the  north  of  the  settled 
portions  clear  across  the  continent  there  is  probably 
the  best  fishing  in  the  world  at  the  present  time. — 
Yours  truly,  "  W.  H.  Gregg. 

"  P.S. — The  subject  is  so  vast  I  can  only  give 
the  above  general  resume." 


FROM  LONGTOWN  TO  METAL 
BRIDGE. 


From  private  sources  and  the  Fishing  Gazette 
I  get  the  capital  information  that  plenty  of  sea-trout 
and  herling  have  run  in  the  Border  Esk,  and  as  a 
visit  to  that  delightful  river  from  the  south -western- 
most county  of  Cornwall  has  been  for  many  suc- 
cessive years  a  bright  feature  in  my  fishing  season, 
the  news  is  refreshing.  But  the  evolution  of 
fishing  seasons  has  brought  about  many  changes, 
and  the  whole  of  the  Netherby  water,  which 
includes  the  stretch  mentioned  at  the  head  of  this 
article,  is  now  withdrawn  from  the  association  and 
in  the  hands  of  private  lessees. 

The  prospect,  however,  is  not  all  dark  for  the 
brother  of  the  rod  who  has  neither  the  wherewithal 
to  buy  nor  the  time  to  spend  on  his  purchase 
From  the  same  source  I  learn  that  both  sides  of  a 
long  stretch  of  water  can  still  be  fished  for  a  short 
period  by  paying.  The  landlord  of  the  Graham  Arms 
Hotel,  Longtown,  with  commendable  speculation 
has  leased  a  mile  or  more  of  what  is,  perhaps,  the 
most  fishy  part  of  the  river  below  the  town,  and  is, 
I  am  told,  prepared  to  deal  with  those  who  come 
for  a  visit. 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  a  more  invigorating 
conclusion  to  an  afternoon  and  all  night  journey 
than  the  first  sight  of  the  Esk  from  Longtown 
Bridge.  The  roll  over  of  a  salmon  or  grilse,  the 
splash  of  a  sea-trout,  and  the  huge,  strong  leap  of 
the  fighting  little  herling,  almost  as  certain  to  be 
seen  in  its  time  as  the  bridge  itself,  banish  at  once 
all  the  fatigue  of  the  weary  ride,  while  the  sniff'  of 
northern  air  strings  one  together,  making  him  as 
fresh  as  if  he  had  had  a  normal  night's  rest 
Hotel,  bath,  breakfast,  gillie,  river.  The  trans 
action  of  these  functions  are  almost  as  speedily  got 
over  as  written,  and  the  fight  for  sea-trout  and 
herling  begins;  the  stuffy  railway  carriages,  the 
promiscuous  passengers,  and  the  five  hundred 
miles  absolutely  and  permanently  forgotten. 

It  was  just  below  the  bridge  on  the  western  side 
that  I  got  my  first  herling,  and  after  the  yellow 
trout  of  Devon  and  Cornwall  the  rush  and  strength 
of  that  little  fish— scarcely  bigger  than  the  average 
trout  —was  an  inexpressible  treat.  That  was  fifteen 
or  twenty  years  ago.  He  is  not  such  a  stranger 
now,  although  not  a  whit  the  less  welcome. 

At  my  last  visit  I  began  further  down,  and  in  the 


first  cast  or  two  got  a  herling  and  a  sea-trout  of  a 
pound  and  a  half,  presumably  a  bigger  close  relation, 
and  with  all  his  fighting  characteristics.  For  some 
time  afterwards  the  long  stretches  of  shallow, 
usually  the  home  of  the  herling,  yielded  nothing. 
The  water  was  clear,  and  it  was  difficult  to  wade 
up  even  to  cast  a  long  line  without  startling  the 
fish  ;  so  on  to  deeper  and  narrower  runs. 

At  the  Boxes  Pool — I  believe  the  Graham  Arms 
water  commences  in  the  stream  above  this — I 
made  a  change  in  my  cast  for  bigger  fish,  but 
although  I  had  a  rise  or  two,  one  being  suspiciously 
like  a  grilse,  I  bagged  nothing,  so  I  dropped  back 
to  my  two  small  flies,  which  by  the  way  were  the 
hackled  ones  used  in  the  south-western  streams  for 
trout,  and  soon  got  on  satisfactory  terms  with  the 
smaller  fish.  Wrecky  Dyke  gave  me  another 
herling,  and  below,  in  the  Roust  Pool — but  this 
pool  needs  a  description.  Sweeping  round  a  heavy 
bend,  with  the  whole  water  concentrated  within  a 
width  of  half-a-dozen  yards  or  so,  this  grand  pool 
spreads  out  below,  half  deep  run,  half  smooth 
backwash,  for  nearly  a  hundred  yards.  It  was  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  this  pool  that  a  visitor  last 
year,  during  heavy  rain  preceding  a  flood,  caught 
thirty-two  herling  in  an  hour  or  two.  The  Roust 
is  never  without  a  salmon,  and  if  there  are  sea- 
trout  anywhere  they  are  here,  but  the  herling  like 
the  pebbly  shallow  of  the  lower  end. 

Last  year,  standing  on  an  abutment,  I  saw  a 
salmon  covered  and  blinded  with  fungoidal  disease. 
It  was  close  to  me,  and  with  little  or  no  difficulty 
I  could  have  got  it  out.  Should  I  do  so  and 
inform  the  authorities,  I  should  have  rid  the 
river  of  an  infected  fish,  but  at  the  same  time  I 
should  run  the  risk  of  a  prosecution  for  foul  hook- 
ing. In  one  case  I  should  be  doing  a  service ;  in 
the  other,  breaking  the  law.  Wisdom  and  legality 
were  for  once  opposed,  and  I  determined  to  be  law- 
abiding  and  let  the  infected  fish  remain. 

At  the  tail  end  of  the  Roust  I  got  a  couple  of 
herling  and  three  or  four  more  before  I  got  to  Lyne 
Foot,  the  end,  this  year,  of  the  hotel  water.  Below 
this  there  is  a  long  pool,  which  is  a  safe  find  for 
sea-trout  and  herling,  but  a  ripple  is  a  godsend,  and 
happy  is  he  who  is  on  this  stretch  in  a  strong 
westerly  wind.  The  spring  tides  reach  here  and 
higher,  but  when  they  are  not  in  evidence  the 
fishing  is  very  good,  as  it  is  in  the  deep  corner  pool 
below  which  has  seen  the  death  of  more  than  one 
salmon,  and,  alas  I  within  the  past  few  years  of  a 
salmon  fisher. 

Now  to  the  Metal  Bridge  Inn,  with  its  invariably 
warm  welcome  to  fishers,  a  little  limch,  and  home 
over  the  same  stretch  in  the  afternoon.  My  bag 
was  very  presentable  with  a  sea-trout  and  several 
herling  ;  and  now,  as  I  record  it,  the  anxiety  comes 
over  me  to  be  off  again,  and  by  my  friend  and  me 
the  Coronation  Day  of  H.M.  King  Edward  will  be 
spent  at  Longtown  and  on  the  Esk.    Alfred  B. 


A  22LB.  SEA  BASS. 


[Mk.  J.  Jewill  Hill,  of  Penzance,  kindly  sends 
me  the  following  account  from  the  Western  Morning 
News  of  the  capture  of  a  221b.  bass.  I  thought  it 
was  the  record  weight,  but  I  see  Dr.  Day,  in  his 
"British  Fishes,"  mentions  one  of  221b.  being 
netted  near  Heme  Bay  Pier,  and  Yairell  says  he 
was  fold  of  one  that  weighed  281b.,  but  we  cannot 
count  him.— R.  B.  M.] 

"  Bass  in  the  Tamar. 
"  The  bass,  which  during  the  last  spring  tide 
took  refuge  in  the  deep  reaches  of  the  river  Tamar 
above  Hole's  Hole,  dropped  down  to  the  junction 
of  the  Tamar  and  Tavy  on  the  tides  slackening. 
Large  quantities  were  seen  off  Cargreen,  and  were 
tried  both  byspiller  and  rod  but  with  small  success. 
The  probability  is  that  up  to  now  they  and  the 
gulls  have  had  plenty  of  brit  for  food,  but  it  is 
anticipated  that  imless  continuous  rain  drives  them 
to  sea  again  there  will  be  good  sport  this  week. 
One  of  the  largest  ever  taken  from  the  river  was 
caught  about  four  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning 
(July  22)  by  Sam  Brown,  a  Saltash  fisherman,  in 
a  stop  net  at  the  mouth  of  Tamerton  Creek.  The 
fish  turned  the  scale  at  221b.  2oz.,  and  its  purchaser, 
who  year  in  and  year  out  has  kept  one  of  the 
renovraed  '  pickle  cock '  shops  in  Tamar-street, 
Saltash,  was  heard  to  say,  '  I  never  saw  such  fish 
in  my  life.'  Certain  it  is  that  such  fish  in  the 
Tamar  are  very  few  and  far  between.  The  big  fish 
was  in  first-rate  condition," 
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THE   LAKE  DISTEICT  OF 
NOEWAY. 
HOLIDAY  TOURS  BY  THE  WILSON  LINE. 


Messrs.  Thomas  Wilson,  Sons  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
who  have  done  so  much  to  make  Norway  comfort- 
ably and  quickly  accessible  to  British  anglers  and 
tourists,  have  brought  out  a  profusely  illustrated 
handbook  to  "  The  Lake  District  of 
Norway,"  giving  particulars  of  "  Holiday 
Tours  "  in  some  of  the  most  attractive 
parts  of  the  country.  For  instance,  you 
can  have  a  ten  day  tour  to  Christiania, 
Eandsfjord,  Valders,  Sogne  and  Nsro 
Fjords,  Stalheim  and  Bergen  from 
London  or  Hull  and  back  for  less  than 
£14,  and  this  includes  saloon  passage 
in  the  fine  steamers  of  the  Wilson  Line, 
with  victualling  and  hotel  and  travelling 
expenses  across  country  in  Norway.  The 
handbook  gives  full  particulars  about  the 
tours,  and  all  that  is  lacking  is  a  route 
map.  "  Fagemses  "  and  '"A  View  in 
Saetersdalen  "  are  specimens  of  the  illus- 
trations in  this  excellent  little  work. 
Fagernaes  is  situated  on  the  wooded 
shores  of  the  lake,  and  is  much  fre- 
quented by  anglers.  Dalen  is  a  good 
headquarters  for  trout  anglers  fishing 
the  lakes  and  rivers  of  the  district. 


:  way  along  the  road,  looking  carefully  for  some  sign 
of  life.  Coming  to  a  gap  between  two  clumps  of 
bushes  we  peep  over  the  edge.  Two  little  rises 
only,  slightly  disturbing  the  surface  under  the  lower 
clump,  disclose  the  fact  that  the  fish  is  on  the  feed 
— probably  working  along  the  bank.  .Jorrocks  leans 
over  the  hedge,  drops  his  fly  on  the  top  of  the  water 
and  keeps  it  there,  gently  wriggling.  Another 
"suck"  only  a   j'ard   below  us;   our  friend  is 


comes  down  again  a  Black  Palmer  is  awaiting 
him. 

Another  agonising  spell  of  anticipation  and 
another  refusal.  Five  times  a  tempting  change  in 
the  bill  of  fare  is  made,  and  each  time  the  dainty 
guest  retires  dissatisfied.  As  a  last  resource  Otto 
fishes  out  of  the  fly-book  an  extraordinary  insect, 
a  big  white  hackle  with  a  white  body  ribbed  with 
red,  tied  on  very  strong  white  gut — the  sort  of 


ON   A  THUEINGIAN 
TEOUT  STEEAM. 


{Conchuled  from  page  69.) 

My  unselfish  friend  insists  upon  my 
taking  this  cast,  so  to  work  I  go  full  of 
hope.  Alas !  though  I  see  several 
whoppers  cruising  along  the  far  bank 
nothing  I  select  from  my  varied  assort- 
ments will  tempt  them.  Either  they 
recognise  that  I  am  not  Drummond  and 
have  no  right  to  be  where  I  am,  or  they 
are  gorged  with  the  May  Fly.  Time 
after  time  one  or  other  of  the  monsters 
turns  and  looks  at  my  fly ;  but  not  a 
rise  can  I  get.  In  vain  I  put  up  a 
ipost  seductive  floating  imitation  of  the 
succulent  Green  Drake  :  the  only  fish 
who  deigns  to  take  any  notice  of  it  turns 
two  somersaults  clean  over  the  top  of 
the  fly,  landing  on  the  surface  of  the 
water  with  a  smack  like  that  of  a  dhobi's 
bat.  .Jorrocks,  who  has  tried  many- 
samples  of  ephemera  a  bit  higher  up, 
has  had  no  better  success  ;  so  we  "  up 
stick ' '  and  make  for  the  weir  a  quarter 
of  a  rnile  below.  This  weir — on  its  day 
— is  bad  to  beat ;  but  the  said  day  re- 
quires ceiiain  conditions  which  do  not- 
at  present  exist.  "  Too  little  water  "  is 
the  verdict  of  the  experienced  .Jorrocks, 
"they  are  all  lying  under  the  boards." 
As  the  habits  of  these  fish  are  beyond 
me,  I  light  a  pipe  and  take  a  seat  on 
the  huge  mass  of  masonry  which 
separates  the  mill-race  from  the  weir, 
Eome  fifteen  feet  below  me.  There  is 
only  a  faint  trickle  of  water  over  the 
dam,  and  Jorrocks  climbs  cautiously 
down  and,  keeping  well  in  rear  of  the 
beam  which  borders  the  stonework, 
proceeds  to  dibble  with  a  very  short 
line  along  the  edge.  For  five  minutes 
or  80  he  elicits  no  movement  from  the 
tentmts.  Suddenly  a  huge  trout  rushes 
frorn  under  the  beam,  seizes  the  fly, 
and  dashes  back  into  his  stronghold. 
Alas  !  the  March  Brown  was  tied  on  last 
year's  gut,  and  has  already  seen  much 
service  in  the  course  of  the  day.  The 
rod  straightens  out,  and  with  a  few  expressive 
words  .J 01  rocks  puts  on  an  "  eyed  "  fly  and  makes  | 
a  fresh  start.  The  edge  of  the  boom  is  carefully 
fished  right  across  the  weir,  but  "  not  at  home  "  is  ; 
the  only  answer,  and  we  turn  our  steps  home-  j 
ward  up  the  river.  The  long  stretch  of  deep  water 
above  the  darn,  locally  known  as  the  Schlicht,  is  ! 
one  of  the  best  bits  of  the  whole  stream,  and  used 
in  old  days— before  the  miller  a  few  years  ago 
ran  off  the  water  and  took  out  about  half-a-ton  of 
fish — to  be  better  still.    Cautiously  we  wend  our 


Fagehn.-es,  Norway, 


A  View  in  S.websdalen,  Norway. 


evidently  making  his  way  up  stream.  Here  he 
comes,  and  a  good  one  he  is  too.  Will  he  have  it  ? 
is  the  question.  He  sees  the  proffered  delicacy,  and 
advances  with  the  deliberation  which  characterises 
the  movements  of  the  powerful  tyrant  secure  from 
interruption  within  the  precincts  of  his  beat. 
Slowly  he  sails  up  till  his  nose  is  within  a  couple 
of  inches  of  the  fly.  Ten  seconds  of  breathless 
suspense,  during  which  I  feel  my  heart  bumping 
wildly,  and — he  passes  on  up  stream.  "  Otto,  das 
Bucli ! "  Bays  Jorrocks,  and  by  the  time  the  fish 


thing  which  might  tempt  a  big  white  trout  at  the 
beginning  of  a  spate.  .Jorrocks,  who  has  a  strong 
sense  of  humour,  jjuts  it  on  with  a  smile  and  once 
more  we  wait  developments.  A  succession  of  little 
eddies  gives  warning  of  om-  friend's  approach,  and 
presently  he  heaves  in  sight  once  more.  Two  feet 
from  the  appalling  caricature  of  insect  life  he  comes 
to  a  standstill.  After  a  moment  of  indecision — 
instead  of,  as  we  both  expected,  bolting  for  the 
deeps — he  dashes  at  the  fly  like  a  tiger  at  his  prey, 
and  in  a  few  seconds  Jorrocks  is  balancing  himself 
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on  the  pit  of  his  stomach  on  the  stout  thorn  hedge, 
and  holding  out  his  rod  at  arm's  length  to  keep 
his  fish  clear  of  the  bank  and  the  bushes.  The 
fight  is  a  good  one  :  first  for  the  right  hand  bush, 
then  for  the  left,  dashes  the  infuriated  trout :  now 
he  stands  on  his  head  and  bores  wildly  for  the 
bottom.  Now  he  makes  a  wild  rush  for  the  bank. 
My  old  pal  is  equal  to  the  occasion :  the  point  is 
kept  well  up  and  a  turn  of  the  wrist  meets  every 
fresh  movement.  A  few  desperate  splashes  on  the 
surface,  and  the  vanquished  victim  turns  on  his  side 
and  is  safely  scooped  up  by  Otto.  This  is  the  fish 
of  the  day :  well  over  a  pound  and  three-quarters, 
and  a  real  well-bred  one,  thick,  deep,  and  small- 
headed.  This  gentleman  is  promptly  knocked  on 
the  head  and  stowed  in  grass  on  the  wheelbarrow, 
along  with  a  pound  and  a  quarter  grayling  I 
captured  half-a-mile  further  up,  to  be  cooked  for 
dinner. 

It  is  now  seven  o'clock.  We  have  been  at  work — 
bar  three-quarters  of  an  hour  for  lunch — since  8.45. 
The  "  evening  rise,"  so  dear  to  the  English  trout 
fisher  in  June,  is  here  a  fraud.  We  are  both  of  us 
in  the  early  fifties,  and  with  fifty-one  fish,  weighing 
271b.,  our  friend  Otto  has  a  stiff  job  to  collect  the 
catch  and  take  it  home  alive.  Contented  with  our 
day's  sport  we  light  up  and  stroll  homewards.  We 
have  not  gone  a  hundred  yards  before  we  have 
some  fun.  A  motor-car,  carrying  two  fat  Germans, 
passes  us  and  a  butcher's  cart  approaches  from  the 
opposite  direction.  The  cautious  Fleischer  pulls  off 
to  the  river  side  of  the  road  ;  but  his  dog — a  huge 
underbred  mastiff  of  sorts — stands  stolidly  in  the 
middle  of  the  way.  Eight  over  him  goes  the  left 
fore-wheel  of  the  car,  which  turns  short  off  to  the 
left  and  runs  straight  into  the  cart,  chock-a-block 
with  which  it  jams,  bubbling  wildly.  This  is  a 
bit  of  bad  luck  for  us,  as,  had  the  cart  not  been  in 
the  way,  we  should  have  been  treated  to  the  unusual 
spectacle  of  two  well-fed  Teutons — in  all  probability 
pro-Boers — taking  a  header  in  a  four-wheeler  down 
a  bank  twelve  feet  high  into  a  fathom  and  a  half 
of  water. 

We  leave  the  parties  adjusting  matters — appar- 
ently perfectly  amicably,  for  there  are  no  high 
words,  and  even  the  dog  seems  quite  imdisturbed 
by  his  somewhat  unique  wayfaring  experience — 
and  walk  home  to  our  hostelry.  The  trout  and 
the  grayling  are  handed  over  to  the  landlady  with 
instructions  :  we  each  have  a  stone  mug  of  that 
refreshing  beverage,  "  LicJitcnhainer,"  and  half-an- 
hour  afterwards,  having  washed  and  dressed,  sit 
down  to  a  hearty  meal. of  vegetable  soup,  fresh  fish, 
Wiener  Schnitzel,  juicy  beef-steak,  cherry-tart,  and 
Dutch  cheese,  washed  down  by  copious  draughts 
of  the  light  beer  of  the  country.  Then  comes  con- 
versation, smoke,  and  song.  There  is  a  capital  piano 
in  the  dining-hall :  one  of  the  ladies — a  German 
baroness — has  a  capital  voice,  and  Jorrocks'  fine 
baritone  furnishes  one  of  the  chief  of  the  many 
items  which  combine  to  make  my  summer  holiday 
a  delicious  anticipation  during  the  long  winter 
months.  Every  half -hour  or  so  one  of  us  clinks 
the  brightly-polished  metal  lid  against  the  top  of 
his  glass  tankard  ;  our  host  appears,  and  a  chorus 
of  "  Noch  ein  Lichtenhainer,"  "  Noch  ein  Helles," 
and  "  Bitte  noch  ein  Miinchener  "  arises.  The  last 
mentioned  is  a  beverage  which  only  the  trained 
Teuton  can  drink  by  the  bucket  with  impunity ; 
but  there  is  not  a  headache  in  a  hogshead  of  the 
former  two,  even  when  mixed ;  and  one  can  replace 
the  tissue  lost  by  the  day's  work  without  any  mis- 
apprehensions for  the  morrow — even  after  a  quarter 
of  a  century  of  service  in  India.  At  half-past  ten 
or  so  the  party  breaks  up,  and  I  retire  to  bed 
without  the  slightest  feeling  of  envy  for  such  of 
my  readers  as  draw  two  thousand  a  month  and 
have  hurra  Jchanas  and  simphin  twice  a  week. — 
Barkis  in  Pioneer. 


FEE SH- WATER  AQUARIA.* 
By  the  Rev.  Gregoey  C.  Batbman,  A.E.G. 

(Continued  from  page  20.) 
CHAPTER  \I— continued. 
Willow  Moss  {Fontinalia  antipyreiica)  (Fig.  74) 
is  found  growing  on  stones,  and  altogether  sub- 
merged in  rapid  streams  and  rivers.  It  can  be 
easily  seen  through  the  clear  water  waving  up  and 
down  under  the  action  of  the  current.    The  plant 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  ia  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr,  Upoott  Gill. 


itself  is  of  a  dark  green  colour,  but  its  new  shoots 
or  terminal  buds  are  light  green.  It  is  a  beautiful 
and  hardy  plant,  and  very  useful  in  the  tank.  It 
is  also  of  the  greatest  utility  to  the  aquarium- 


FiG.  74.  Willow  Moss  (Fontinalis  aktipyretica). 

keeper,  for  its  tangled  masses  are  full  of  numerous 
kinds  of  animal  life.  A  small  and  suitable-shaped 
stone  covered  with  a  short  growth  of  the  Fontinalis 
should  be  placed  in  the  aquarium. 

The  Crystal  worts  [Ric- 
cia  fluitans)  (Fig.  75) 
and  Riccia  nutans  (Fig. 
76)  are  also  very  useful 
little  plants  in  an  aqua- 
rium. They  are  some- 
times found  growing 
upon  the  surface  of  still 
water  amongst  duck- 
weeds. Riccia  fluitans 
is  about  lin.  long,  and 
light  green.  Its  leaves 
or  fronds  are  repeatedly 
forked,  each  segment 
having  at  the  end  a  small 
notch.  Like  the  Greater 
Duckweed,  it  has  several 
rootlets  or  fibres  growing 
from  beneath  and  hang- 
ing down  in  the  water. 
Riccia  natans  is  about 
iin.  long,  heart-shaped,  and  light  green.  It  also 
has  several  root-like  fibres. 

Besides  the  water-plants  thus  briefly  described 
in  this  chapter,  there  are  of  course  others  which 


Pig.  75.  Crystalwobt 
(Riccia  fluitans). 


Fig.  76.  Cbystalwoet  (Riccia  katans). 

would  also  be  both  useful  and  ornamental  in 
aquaria ;  but  enough  has  been  said,  I  hope,  to  give 
thejnovice  in  aquarium  matters  an  idea  of  what  kinds 
of  plants  to  look  for,  where  they  may  be  found, 
and  how  they  may  be  introduced  into  his  tanlis."* 

CHAPTER  VII. 
Amphibians. 

In  a  large  aquarium,  which  contains  an  island  of 
some  kind,  various  interesting  amphibians  may  be 
kept.  Indeed,  so  interesting  are  many  of  these 
animals  that  it  is  worth  the  while  and  expense  to 
provide  tanks  entirely  for  their  use,  particularly  in 
the  case  of  those  reptiles  which  would  be  likely  to 
prey  upon  the  usual  inmates  of  an  ordinary 
aquarium.  For  instance,  a  fresh-water  Tortoise, 
imless  it  is  very  small,  will  not  be  likely  to  live  for 

♦  At  the  time  this  article  appeared  in  The  Bazaar 
the  Editor  of  that  paper  appended  the  following  note  : 
"  At  Green's  Conservatory,  Covent  Garden,  we  saw 
the  other  day  a  small  Water  Selaginella,  which  was 
very  pretty.  It  was  exactly  like  fragments  of  a  small 
variety  of  Selaginella  or  Club  Moss,  and  grew  freely 
on  the  surface  of  the  water,  like  duckweed."  I  have 
tried  this  plant  and  can  speak  favourably  of  it. 


any  length  of  time  among  fish  and  beetles  without 
devouring  many  of  them.  This  lesson  I  learnt 
somewhat  unpleasantly  several  years  ago.  I  had 
placed  a  Tortoise  in  a  large  tank,  properly  arranged, 
as  I  thought,  for  his  comfort.  When  he  became 
tame  enough  (as  he  quickly  did)  not  to  take  a 
header  from  his  island  into  the  water  on  my 
approaching  the  aquarium,  I  used  to  feed  him  by 
placing  small  worms  or  tiny  minnows  as  near  to  him 
as  I  could.  He  would  crawl  close  to  his  food, 
suddenly  seize  it  in  the  curious  manner  peculiar  to 
these  reptiles,  and  after  tearing  it  with  his  sharp 
claws  swallow  it  in  a  very  dog-like  fashion.  I 
soon  got  fond  of  the  Emys,  and  thought  him  a 
most  interesting  addition  to  the  tank.  However, 
it  was  not  very  long  before  I  had  cause  to  qualify 
my  opinion,  for  one  morning  I  noticed  some  curious 
things  upon  the  water,  which  upon  closer  inspec- 
tion I  found  to  be  the  air-bags  of  fish.  He  had 
eaten,  as  Tortoises  so  often  do,  all  his  prey  except 
the  tell  tale  bladder.  Of  course,  he  was  banished 
to  another  tank,  and  a  mate  was  purchased  to 
share  it  with  him.  This  and  other  experiences 
taught  me  that,  though  very  small  Tortoises  will 
live  peaceably  with  fish,  rather  large  ones  will  not. 
Those  Emydes  whose  carapaces,  or  back  plates,  are 
not  more  than  two  inches  across  will  be  quite 
harmless  among  the  ordinary  inhabitants  of  an 
aquarium— at  least,  such  I  have  found  to  be  the 
case. 

{To  be  continued.) 


WIMBLEDON  LAKE  BAIT  AND  FLY 
CASTING  TOURNAMENT. 


OPEN  TO  ALL  ANGLERS. 
Uhdkb  Distinguished  Pateonagb. 


By  permission  of  the  chairman  and  committee  of 
the  Wimbledon  Park  Golf  Club,  a  Bait  and  Fly 
Casting  Tournament  on  water  only  will  be  held  at  the 
above  lake  on  Wednesday,  August  18,  1902.  No 
professionals  allowed  to  compete  for  prizes. 

Judges — Mr.  F.  Clay,  of  Carter  and  Co.,  tackle- 
makers,  and  Mr.  Noon,  of  Little's,  tackle-makers, 
Haymarket. 

Committee — Messrs.  R.  Cawse  (chairman),  jeweller, 
Wimbledon-hill,  P.  Bovie,  C.  Pocock,  A.  Peskett, 
J.  Hamblin,  W.  Spittle,  B.  Temple,  and  S.  Main. 

1st  Event,  11.30  a.m. — Bait-casting  with  own  rod, 
line,  and  tackle,  ground  bait  or  shot  at  40  yards 
mark  for  accuracy.  Ist  prize — Silver  Cup,  value  £3  3s., 
given  by  Mr.  Walter  Dowson,  Well  House,  Wimbledon. 
2nd  prize — Season  Ticket,  value  303. ,  given  by  Wim- 
bledon Park  Golf  Club.  3rd  prize — Nottingham  Reel 
and  Line,  given  by  Messrs.  Little  &  Co.,  Haymarket. 

2nd  Event,  12  a.m. — Bait-casting  with  own  rod, 
line,  tackle,  etc. ;  distance  and  accuracy,  1st  prize- 
Silver  Cruet,  given  by  Mr.  G.  Tomalin,  Swan  Tavern, 
Walham-green.  2ad  prize — Three  bottles  Sootch 
Whiskey  (Longbow),  by  Messrs.  Abbott  &  Co.,  Wim- 
bledon.   3rd  prize — (to  follow), 

3rd  Event,  1  p.m.  —  Double-handed  salmon  rod 
casting;  accuracy  and  delicacy  at  35  yards  mark. 
1st  prize — Silver  Cup,  value  £2  23.,  given  by  Mr.  J.  H. 
Mayo,  Freeman  Arms,  Wimbledon.  2nd  prize — Box 
of  Cigars,  given  by  Mr.  T.  Macness,  Dog  and  Fox, 
Wimbledon-hill. 

4th  Event,  2  p.m. — Fly-casting,  single-handed  rods, 
at  20  yards  distance  mark ;  for  accuracy  and  delicacy. 
1st  prize — Cigar  Cabinet,  given  by  Mr.  C.  Abrams, 
South  Western  Hotel,  Wimbledon.  2nd  prize — Amber 
and  Gold  Cigar  Holder  in  Silver  Case.  3rd  prize— (to 
follow). 

5th  Event,  2.30  p.m. — Fly-casting,  single-handed 
rods  ;  distance  and  delicacy.  1st  prize,  value  £1  Is., 
given  by  tradesmen  of  Wimbledon  (Messrs.  R.  Cawse, 
G.  Sherman,  and  Higgins).  2nd  prize— Silver-mounted 
Umbrella  by  A.  Goodrich.    3rd  prize — York  Ham. 

6th  Event,  3  p.m. — Heavy  spinning  bait-casting  at 
given  point,  40  yards  distance  ;  2oz.  weight  found  by 
committee.  1st  prize,  value  £2  2s.,  given  by  Fishing 
Season  Ticket  Holders.  2nd  prize,  given  by  Mr.  B. 
Temple — (to  follow).    3rd  prize — (to  follow). 

7th  Event,  3.30  p.m. — Heavy  spinning  bait-casting; 
distance  and  accuracy.  1st  prize — Silver  Cigar  Case 
(value  £2  2s.),  given  by  Mr.  Walter  Dowson.  2nd  prize 
— Valuable  Picture  in  Frame.    3rd  prize— (to  follow). 

8th  Event,  4  p.m. — Float-casting  with  own  running- 
lines,  float  6  feet  from  shot,  found  by  the  committee ; 
distance  and  accuracy.  1st  prize,  value  £2  2s.,  given 
by  tradesmen  of  Wimbledon  (Messrs.  Burgess  &  Son, 
D.  Bacon  &  Co.). 

Entrance  t3  competitions  Is.  each,  inclusive  of 
admission  to  lake,  competitors  only.  Names  must  be 
forwarded  to  A.  Newham,  Secretary,  Lake  Cottage, 
Wimbledon  Park,  before  August  10.  Admission  to 
tournament  Is.  by  Wimbledon  Park  Staton. 

The  prize  list  is  subject  to  alterations,  as  many 
other  prizes  are  promised, 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Bejports  {to  ensure  iTisertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
followinfc  places,  to  the  time  of  hlgji  water  at  Loudon  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  f  55  min.  for  Kew. 

40   ,,     ,,  Putney.  .>     i.  Richmond. 

45  „  ,,  Hammersmith.  -'^""jSO  ,,  „  Twickenham. 
50    .,     „  Barnes.  (85    „     ,,  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

X.B. — A  strong  wind  up  stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down  stream  retards  it. 

TniE  OF  High  Water  at  London  Bribqe. 

Sloming.  Evening. 

Saturday,   'Augujst  2                           —    0.24 

Sunday,  3                            0.54    1.22 

Monday,          „  4                            1.49    2.13 

Tuesday,          ,,  5                            2.37    3.  0 

Wednesday,      ,,  6                            3.21    3.43 

Thursday.         ,,  7                            4.  5    4.26 

Friday,           ,,  8                         4.'45    5.% 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genebal  Bemabes. — The  river  is  not 
yielding  much  sport.  I  hear,  however,  of  a  barbel 
of  71b.  2oz.  being  creeled  at  Penton  Hook.  Messrs. 
Parker  and  Bearing,  at  Kingston,  had  three  dozen 
roach  in  a  morning's  fishing,  but  the  fish  were  small 
in  size.  From  Teddington  very  little  is  reported,  but 
I  regret  to  record  the  death  of  Mr.  Sinibaldi,  sen., 
who  fished  the  Thames  with  great  success  for 
many  years.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Gaynor,  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Gaynor,  the  tackle-maker  of  Eichmond, 
is  also  announced.  A  few  decent  roach  and 
two  good  barbel  have  been  caught  in  the  Oxford 
district,  and  Dr.  Turrell  invites  me  to  try  that  reach 
for  a  week  and  be  his  guest.  I  hope  to  try  a  few  days 
at  Oxford.  Dr.  Turrell  has  just  returned  from  a  month's 
cruise  in  his  boat  on  the  Norfolk  Broads,  but  he  did 
not  secure  any  specimen  fish.  Two  roach  of  IJlb.  each, 
two  bream  of  -Sib.  each,  and  three  rudd  of  IJlb.  each 

"  amongst  the  best  take.  On  the  Bure,  however, 
^  Helder  caught  a  roach  of  2^lh.,  which  has 
.:d  in  for  the  roach  prize  of  the  K.P.S.,  of 
i  a  member.  Mr.  G.  A.  Cooper  has  weighed 
in  a  cij..  oream  from  the  Broads  district.  I  was  in 
court  during  the  hearing  of  the  Sir  Roger  Palmer  v. 
Andrews  case,  and  the  point  which  struck  me  most 
forcibly,  considering  the  importance  of  the  case, 
was  the  absence  of  many  anglers  from  the  court. 
Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm,  Mr.  Ashby,  and 
Mr.  Windhurst  were  the  only  persons  I  noticed  pres- 
ent who  were  interested  in  Thames  fishing  apart  from 
the  witnesses,  and  it  was  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Justice 
Eady  that  in  1868  Ray  Mills  was  named  Rye  Mills. 
—P.  H.  Amphleit. 

  (Lechlade,  Gloucestershire). — Heavy  rains 

have  put  a  capital  head  of  water  on,  and  it  is  of  a  nice 
tinge.  A  number  of  rods  have  been  out.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  Myers,  with  the  "  General "  from  Henley  (H. 
James),  put  in  a  good  fortnight's  work  on  "The  Trout" 
waters  with  four  trout  41b.  and  three  of  21b.  each, 
the  latter  returned,  chub  up  to  3 Jib.,  and  good  catches 
of  roach  and  perch.  Roach  and  perch  feeding  very 
well  in  evening.  Best  baits:  Gentles,  caddis,  and 
minnow,  with  natural  bait  for  pike  and  trout.  Weather 
seems  more  settled  (Wednesday  evening). — Rambler. 

Ancholme  District. — Water  is  in  splendid  condi- 
tion for  coarse  fishing,  and  fine  takes  of  fish  have  been 
the  rule  during  the  past  week.  Messrs.  F.  Walker 
and  A.  White,  of  Brigg,  got  from  81b.  to  101b.  at  a 
sitting.  Mr.  Stringer,  of  Brigg,  got  121b.  of  roach  in 
New  Cut  on  July  25,  and  on  July  28  Mr.  Robinson,  of 
Hull,  got  IGlb.  near  Castlethorpe  Bridge,  the  largest 
fish  IJlb.  Creed  wheat  is  the  best  bait.  Pike  up  to 
81b.  are  falling  to  the  live  bait.  Bream  are  not  yet  on 
the  feed.  I  have  only  heard  of  one  brace  of  trout 
being  caught  this  week. — Thomas  Foed,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).— On  this  free 
water  up  to  Upware  splendid  weather  still  prevails 
and  sport  with  the  roach  good,  catches,  which  have 
been  numerous,  from  41b.  to  141b.  have  been  secured. 
Perch  are  giving  good  sport.  Silver  bream  up  to  IJlb. 
are  very  general  evening  fishing.  Pike  are  now  moving 
and  giving  sport,  up  to  3ilb.  each.  The  river  is  now 
being  well  patronised  by  the  holiday  angler,  especially 
the  ladies,  who  are  doing  well.  Fresh  creed  wheat  on 
the  spot.— John  0.  GitOKOE,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).-  The  catches  made 
this  week  have  not  been  large,  averaging  not  more 
than  half  a  dozen.  Messrs.  G.  G.  Green,  E.  Distin, 
and  H.  T.  Distin  have  each  landed  a  brace  or  two 
each,  and  several  fine  peal  have  been  secured.  Bass 
fishing  down  the  stream  has  been  successful.  — 
Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks).— The  river  has  been 
very  low  for  the  past  two  or  three  weeks,  and  fish  off 
feed.  A  few  jack  have  been  taken  down  by  Kirkham 
Abbey  by  live  bait,  up  to  about  61b.  At  time  of  writing, 
July  28,  we  have  had  heavy  rain  for  two  days,  which 
should  improve  fishing  prospects.— H. 


Devonshire  Rivers. — The  recent  rain  has'  had 
good  effect  on  most  of  the  streams,  but  few  flies  have 
been  on  the  waters  of  the  Culm,  Creedy,  and  Yeo.  In 
the  Ashwater  fishing  has  improved,  and  at  Jjlagdon 
Pond  several  beautiful  fish  have  been  creeled.  In  the 
Carey,  too,  some  fine  trout  have  been  taken,  but  the 
stream  is  much  coloured.  In  the  Upper  Tamar  Mr. 
Stainton  had  a  good  basket,  but  the  waters  are  very 
much  discoloured. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby). — The  continued  rains  of  the  past 
week  have  had  the  desired  eliect  upon  the  river,  which 
has  been  in  flood,  and  has  been  vastly  improved  in 
consequence.  During  its  continuance  there  was  a 
good  run  of  salmon  from  the  sea,  this  being  accelerated 
by  the  weekly  close  time  for  netting,  there  being 
nothing  to  impede  the  progress  into  the  higher 
waters.  Several  nice  takes  have  been  effected  during 
the  week,  the  following  record  being  to  hand : — ■ 
Mr.  J.  C.  Walker,  three  salmon,  scaling  21b., 
31b.,  and  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Hampton,  one  salmon  of  6ib. ; 
Mr.  R.  Linton,  two  salmon  of  51b.  each ;  Mr.  Hawkes, 
one  salmon  of  91b. ;  and  Dr.  English,  one  of  51b.  The 
prospects  are  good  for  the  ensuing  week,  should  the 
river  not  again  become  low.  Sea  angling  has  had 
numerous  votaries,  and  the  catches  of  mixed  fish  have 
improved  during  the  past  few  days. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  salmon  fishing, 
so  far  as  the  rod  anglers  are  concerned,  is  at  a  stand- 
still. Pike  and.  perch  have  been  taken  by  Messrs. 
A.  J.  Roberts,  Collins,  and  others,  and  perch  fishing 
on  Saturday  I  was  lucky  to  secure  one  of  IJlb.  and  a 
trout  lib.  The  trout,  I  find,  upon  seeing  Mr.  Luxton, 
transferred  from  the  Mill  Cat  to  the  river,  was  not 
81b.,  but  between  51b.  and  61b.,  a  very  handsome  fish  ; 
it  was  named  in  my  last  report.  Perch  and  roach 
have  been  caught  in  the  canal,  the  latter  of  good  size, 
but  the  former  small.  A  few  pike  have  been  taken, 
and  one  or  two  fine  eels. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Linos  and  Cambs).— 
Anglers  are  not  having  the  best  of  times  on  the 
Cambridgeshire  side.  Many  of  the  drains  about 
Wisbech  ought  to  be  doing  well  at  this  season,  but  it 
appears  that  only  by  chance  a  decent  lot  come  to  the 
angler's  share.  Bream  are  fairly  on  the  feed.  Pike 
are  by  no  means  plentiful.  About  the  only  thing  in 
plenty  are  eels. — Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  river  has  been  low 
and  bright,  and  sport  has  been  quiet  as  anglers  have 
also  had  another  drawback  to  contend  against — cold 
and  boisterous  weather.  However,  some  fine  roach 
have  been  creeled  if  bream  and  barbel  have  not  been 
feeding.  The  cold  weather  has  put  the  two  last-named 
fish  off.  Among  the  roach  caught  has  been  a  fine  speci- 
men of  lib.  15oz.,  landed  in  the  Hertford  district  of  the 
Lea  by  Mr.  Camp,  who  has  also  caught  more  good 
roach  there.  A  good  many  roach  from  |lb.  to  lib.  and 
over  have  been  landed  between  here  and  the  town 
bridge  at  Ware,  also  at  Broxbourne  and  Rye  House, 
and  in  the  Cheshunt  waters  some  chub  and  other  fish 
have  been  met  with.  Dace  continue  to  rise  to  the  fly. 
White  paste  and  caddis  are  proving  the  best  roach 
bait.  Little  sport  is  reported  from  the  Stort  or  Beane. 
— IzAAK  Walton. 

Lng^  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
noted  trout  and  grayling  streams  are  running  clear 
and  a  fair  level,  and  in  good  order  for  fishing.  There 
are  a  good  number  of  flies  on  the  water  and  angling 
has  been  successful  this  week,  some  very  nice  lots  of 
trout  and  grayling  being  landed.  Minnow  fishing  has 
been  tried  with  success,  and  some  large  fish  landed. — 

GWYNNE. 

Lugsr,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Eingsland).— 

Rivers  are  running  clear  and  at  a  full  summer  level. 
Heavy  rain  on  Saturday,  July  26,  caused  a  slight 
stain,  which,  however,  quickly  passed  oS.  Weattier 
has  been  more  favourable,  clouds  at  times  most  days, 
and  sport  on  the  whole  fairly  good.  Plies  for  use  may 
be  selected  from  Yellow,  July,  Silver,  and  August 
Duns,  Quill  Gnat,  Ants,  Orange  Palmer,  and  Black 
Gnat  for  day  fishing,  and  for  evening  Sky  Blue,  female 
Yellow  Dun,  July  Gnat,  Red  Spinner,  Dark  Owl, 
Ginger  Moth,  Caddis,  and  Coachman.  Minnow  spin- 
ning is  doing  fairly  well.  Prospects  for  sport  coming 
week  are  rather  favourable. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Feterborongh). — This  season  up  to  the 
present  is  very  backward  for  sport,  but  our  anglers  are 
looking  forward  to  an  improvement  in  the  course  of  a 
week  or  two.  The  weeded-up  river  has  undoubtedly 
acted  as  an  impediment  in  many  instances,  but  now 
several  places  have  been  opened  by  the  removal  of  the 
growth,  anglers  will  have  a  better  chance  of  sport. 
There  is  plenty  of  good  roach  and  perch  fishing,  but 
the  bream  have  not  formed  part  of  the  sport  at  present 
this  season. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — There  was  a  heavy 
spate  on  Saturday  last,  but  the  river  is  now  (Wednes- 
day) at  its  normal  level.  Sport  continues  to  be  fair; 
large  baskets  cannot  be  expected,  but  two  or  three 
brace  of  fish  may  be  picked  up.  The  best  trout  of  the 
river  are  taking  now  and  they  show  good  sport.  On 
Monday  evening  a  rod,  fishing  Mr.  Rolle's  water,  got 
three  brace  averaging  ijlb.  each.  The  floating  fly  is  at 
all  times  the  most  effective  lure.  While  drawing  in 
the  mackerel  net  on  the  beach  it  was  found  that  three 


otters  were  enclosed  in  it.  Two  escaped,  but  the  third 
was  killed.  These  animals  are  often  seen  in  the  sea 
here. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry,  Hunts).— River  here  in 
good  condition ;  in  the  Holywell  stretch  we  have  had 
the  weeds  cut  and  made  it  practicable  for  anglers  to 
fish  in  comfort.  We  were  immediately  remunerated, 
as  all  anglers  out  came  in  with  big  bags  of  fish.  Dr. 
Travers,  of  St.  Leonards,  heading  the  list  with  seven- 
teen nice  fish,  largest  41b;  Mr.  Ticehurst  and  son 
also  getting  good  sport.  It  has  been  decided  to  form 
a  select  little  club  of  gentlemen  fishing  this  stretch  of 
water,  not  with  an  idea  of  pot  hunting,  but  simply  to 
make  the  sport  more  agreeable  by  keepin?  the  weeds 
properly  cut,  etc.,  which  has  been  so  sadly  neglected 
of  late  years,  and  render  it  possible  to  get  to  the  swims 
which  all  Ouse  fishermen  know  abound  with  good  fish 
of  all  kinds. — A.  Scard. 

  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — Fish  seem  to  be  feeding 

better  all  round,  and  a  good  rain  would  undoubtedly 
improve  matters,  and  those  anglers  who  have  been 
painstaking  enough  to  clear  a  narrow  swim  in  the 
weeds  ought  now  to  be  well  repaid  for  the  trouble.  I 
have,  since  my  last  report,  had  some  tench  31b.,  roach 
lib.  5oz.,  chub  41b.  8oz.,  bream  31b.  lOoz.,  perch 
lib.  12oz  ,  and  a  fair  amount  of  sport  all  round — not 
overdone  with  it,  but  much  better  than  when  I  last 
wrote.  Prospects  are  good  now. — Edward  Collinson. 

Plymouth. — Peal  and  salmon  have  been  sp  rbing 
well  this  week,  although  the  waters  are  low.  Several 
have  been  taken  on  the  Tavy  and  also  the  Dart,  and 
several  good  baskets  of  trout.  The  best  flies  are  the 
Silver  Drake,  Half  Stone,  Black  with  Silver,  and  Blue 
and  Red  Maxwells.  The  minnow  has  accounted  for 
the  best. — William  Heaeder. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— Water  still  very  clear, 
and  no  stream  running  except  when  the  mills  are  at 
work.  However,  Mr.  Steed,  on  July  26,  captured  a 
bream  in  good  condition  weighing  51b.  6oz  ,  and  other 
fish  have  been  taken  up  to  31b.  2  jz.  by  L  mdon  anglers. 
Sport  up  to  the  present  is  rather  slow,  but  some  good 
fish  will  be  taken  as  the  season  wears  on. — W.  T. 
Bainbridge. 

Taff  (Llandowror,  Carmarthenshire).— Sport 
with  trout  or  sewin  very  disappointing.  River  rather 
low.  The  netsmen  have  the  best  of  it  down  in  the 
estuary. — H. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— The  Board  of  Conservators  who 
have  inflicted  this  year  a  5s.  licence  for  the  trout 
fishermen,  and  not  having  done  or  proposed  anything 
for  them,  not  even  ordering  their  water-bailiffs  to 
watch  the  water,  have  caused  the  higher  portion  of 
the  Taw  to  be  netted  because  it  was  thought  that  dace 
eat  the  trout,  and  taken  only  three  hundred  of  them. 
The  rain  during  the  week  has  freshened  up  the  water, 
but  not  enough  to  cause  a  rise  of  water.  Some  fisher- 
men who  could  not  refrain  from  the  temptation  have 
fished  night  and  day,  and  succeeded  in  taking  some 
large  trout.  Salmon  rod  fishermen  are  waiting  for  a 
rise  of  water,  but  it  is  a  long  way  off  it  is  feared.  Bass 
and  mullet  fishing  not  up  to  much  since  the  rain.— 
Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigan).— Trout  fishing  very 
poor  dudog  the  past  fortnight.  At  time  of  writing 
(July  28)  rather  better  and  plenty  of  water ;  salmon 
showing  up,  and  a  few  taken  during  the  past  few 
days.  As  for  trout,  it  is  worm  fishing  during  the  day 
and  fly  fishing  in  the  evening. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this'district  la  now 
running  in  capital  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  and  a 
nice  level.  The  trout  and  grayling  have  been  well  on 
the  feed  and  rising  freely  at  the  fly,  and  there  has 
baen  a  good  few  anglers  out.  Bottom  fishing  has 
accounted  for  some  fine  trout,  eels,  perch,  and  dace. 
Minnow  fishing  has  removed  some  of  the  large  trout, 
which  will  be  better  for  preserving  the  young  fish. 
On  Saturday  (July  26)  two  anglers  tried  the  Teme 
and  landed  six  grayling  and  four  trout.  On  Monday 
(July  28)  a  nice  dish  of  trout  was  landed  with  wasp 
grub.  Fishing  below  A&hford  on  Tuesday  some  nice 
fish  were  taken  with  fly.  With  minnow  on  Wednesday 
morning  a  trout  of  IJlb.  was  taken.  The  prospects 
for  sijort  are  now  good. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury;. — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 

running  a  nice  level  and  clear  and  in  good  order  for 
fishing.  The  rain  has  improved  the  water  and  trout 
and  grayling  are  now  rising  better  at  the  fly.  A  good 
number  of  ang'ers  have  been  oat  of  late  and  there 
has  been  gODdspjrt  had.  On  July  28  and  29  there 
were  several  nice  lots  of  trcu'i  and  grayling  taken 
with  fly  and  the  prospects  for  sport  are  now  good. — 
Worcester. 

Welland  (Market  Deeping).— Good  sport  has 
been  had  among  the  roach  here,  the  catches  being 
very  satisfactory,  for  in  one  day  Mr.  W.  Fisher  landed 
121b.,  and  Mr.  Watson  TJlb.  ;  Mr.  Smith,  fifty-six 
roach ;  Mr.  Rogers,  seventy-five ;  and  Mr.  Mitchell, 
sixty.— E.  A.  S. 

Witham,  etc,  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 
Sport  has  fallen  off  somewhat  on  the  Witharn,  probably 
owing  to  the  changeable  weather.  Prom  Lincoln  it  is 
reported  there  have  been  some  fair  doings  on  Brayford 
Pool,  which  is  at  the  junction  of  the  Fossdyke  with 
the  Upper  Witham.    J^ome  anglers  have  been  after 
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pike  on  the  river,  but  41b.  and  61b.  fish  have  been  the 
best  captured.  It  is  said  that  101b.  or  121b.  fish 
are  in  the  water  but  will  not  be  lured.  Some- 
what better  sport  has  attended  the  search  after 
roach,  and  it  is  said  they  are  more  lively  than  at 
any  time  since  the  season  opened.  Few  bream 
have  come  to  hand,  chiefly  from  about  Langriok, 
Anton  Gowts  Lock,  and  the  Grand  Sluice.  Some  of 
the  best  fish  have  been  got  at  Anton  Gowts.  Some 
tench  have  been  landed,  the  best  up  to  31b.  The  sport 
on  the  drains  about  Boston  shows  a  tendency  to  improve. 
A  large  shoal  of  bream  which  have  been  disturbing 
the  water  about  Church  Bridge  of  late  are  coming 
nicely  on  the  feed. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  above 
rivers  have  been  in  order  for  fishing,  as  the  recent 
rains  have  flushed  them,  and  on  some  days  the 
water  has  been  discoloured  and  bottom  fishing  has 
been  pursued  with  moderate  success  from  those 
portions  of  the  Derwent  where  it  is  allowed.  Not 
many  anglers  on  the  Wye,  and  what  few  fish  that 
have  been  caught  were  taken  mostly  in  the  evening. 
The  Derwent  has  yielded  a  good  few  trout  and  grayling. 
The  Bev.  Postlethwaite,  fishing  below  Cromford  on 
July  29,  took  two  or  three  brace  of  grayling  and  one 
trout,  and  Mr.  Cooper,  four  brace,  mostly  grayling. 
The  prospect  is  fairly  good  for  the  fly,  as  the  Derwent 
is  just  clearing  from  a  nice  woodland  water. — 
Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Torks).— The  freshets  of  July  2G  and  27  tempted 
more  anglers  out  than  there  has  been  for  some  time, 
but  the  unsettled  and  cold  weather  has  been  against 
Bport,  although  there  has  been  a  decided  improvement. 
I  caught  ten  nice  trout  this  afternoon  (Wednesday, 
July  30)  with  the  Brown  Owl  and  Bracken  Clock  in  a 
couple  of  hours,  and  I  fell  across  the  Brothers  Martin 
with  half-filled  panniers  of  trout  and  grayling ;  the 
latter  fish  are  taking  Carter-Piatt's  celebrated  fly  The 
Copper  better  than  anything  just  now.  Henry  Cayley 
has  had  good  sport  in  the  Yore  between  Middleham 
and  Wensley  ;  amongst  other  fish  he  caught  two  trout 
weighing  2^1b.,  these  he  caught  with  the  natural 
minnow  fished  on  Ariel  tackle.  The  Yore  is  in 
splendid  trim  for  the  fly  now,  but  the  Swale  has  run 
low  and  clear  again  ;  and  the  Wiske,  Bedale  Beck,  and 
other  tributaries  have  not  been  affected  by  the  late 
rains  to  any  appreciable  extent.  Fly  fishing  has  been 
moderate,  but  the  bottom  fishermen  have  had  nothing 
to  complain  about.  Several  angling  competitions  have 
taken  place  in  the  lower  waters  during  the  week  ;  the 
Tbirsk  and  Sowerby  Club  held  theirs  on  Saturday 
(July  26)  at  Skipton  Bridge,  in  very  wild  and  wet 
weather ;  about  fifty  competed,  W.  Wright  being  first, 
W.  Kettlewell  second,  and  T.  Wood  third.  Of  the 
thirty  lodsters  that  took  prizes,  that  for  the  largest 
fishj  went  to  ]\Ir.  Kettlewell  ;  it  was  far  from 
a  "  specimen,"  however,  as  the  takes  were  small  all 
round.  The  Leeds  Angling  Club  had  their  annual 
match  at  Braferton  on  Monday,  the  water  at  the  time 
being  sadly  out  of  condition,  and  sport  consequently 
poor.  Messrs.  C.  Green,  Wilsden,  and  A.  Witham 
took  the  best  prizes.  Sport  on  the  Wharfe  at  Kilnsey, 
Grassington,  Bolton  Woods,  etc.,  has  been  fair,  the 
"  Miller's  Thumb  Devon,"  also  the  natural  minnow 
fished  on  Ariel  tackle,  accounting  for  several  extra- 
sized  fish,  while  the  Brown  Owl,  Poult  Bloa,  Snipe 
and  Purple  and  Waterhen  Bloa  have  proved  the 
most  killing  flies.  The  maggot  has  killed  best 
in  the  deeps,  and  sport  at  Collingham,  Wetherby, 
and  Boston  Spa  has  been  fair.  Some  good  creels 
of  roach,  etc.,  have  been  caught  on  the  Derwent. 
The  York  St.  Lawrence  Friendly  A.  S.  had  their  second 
match  of  the  season  on  Satuiday  at  Sutton,  thirty- 
three  out  of  the  thirty-five  competitors  catching  fish ; 
the  first  prize  fell  to  P.  Brears,  J.  Cooper  the  second, 
and  J.  Green  third.  The  Ouse  is  clearing  now,  and 
will  be  in  good  trim  for  roach,  etc.,  fishing  by  the  end 
of  this  week.  The  City  of  York  A.C.  held  their  first 
match  of  the  year  on  Saturday  at  Wheldrake  Ings  ; 
A.  Pratt  first,  A.  Hunter  second,  and  J.  Smurthwaite 
third.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19, 
New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— There  was  a  nice  flood 
last  week,  the  best  of  the  season,  in  the  Esk,  when 
there  was  a  grand  run  of  herling  over  the  week  end. 
Mr.  T.  Morrison,  Langholm,  at  two  fishings,  creeled 
twenty-five  herling  and  four  sea-trout.  Mr.  J.  Hark- 
ness,  Langholm,  caught  five  sea-trout;  two  of  them 
weighed  Gib.  Mr.  C.  Whitershaw  had  five  herling 
and  Mr.  J.  Bell  caught  six  herling ;  on  Saturday 
(Aug.  26)  Mr.  W.  Byer.H  had  four  sea-trout  and  tliirty 
herling;  Mr.  J.  Graham  caught  ten  sea-trout  and 
forty  herling;  Mr.  W.  Murray,  five  sea-trout  and 
twenty  herling;  Mr.  Thomas  Steel,  sixteen  herling 
and  two  sea-trout ;  and  Mr.  D.  Murray,  one  sea-trout 
and  sixteen  herling  ;  Dr.  Martin  killed  four  sea-trout 
and  sixteen  yellow  trout,  and  at  another  fishing  he 
had  five  sea-trout,  ten  herling,  and  fourteen  yellow 
trout.  During  last  week  Dr.  Belilio  creeled  forty-two 
herling  and  two  sea-trout  at  several  fishings.  Dr. 
Andtrron  ranght  two  sea  troy t  and  tan  hnrling;  ])r. 


Patterson  had  eight  sea-trout  and  twenty  herling  ;  Mr. 
J.  Jardine  killed  twelve  sea-trout  and  ten  herling. 
Fishing  in  the  Esk,  Mr.  Andrew  Armstrong  killed 
seven  sea-trout,  fifteen  herling,  and  some  yellow  trout; 
Mr.  John  Ballantyne  had  two  sea-trout  and  seven  her- 
ling in  the  mid  reaches,  and  Mr.  Robertson  had  eight 
sea-trout  and  thirty  herling.  Messrs.  Murray  and 
Elliott  have  been  very  successful  with  yellow  trout  in 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle,  and  Mr.  Graham, 
Canonbie,  and  others  have  made  good  creels  of  sea- 
trout  and  yellow  trout  from  Kershope  foot  downwards 
to  the  Willow  Pool. — Gilnockie. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).  —  On  July  23  Mr.  W. 
Williamson  killed  two  grilse,  41b.  and  51b. ;  on  July  25 
one  salmon,  81b. ;  on  July  26  two  salmon,  91b.  and 
221b.,  and  a  grilse  of  3Jlb.  The  river  rose  considerably 
by  midday  on  July  26,  which  put  an  end  to  sport,  else 
a  much  larger  record  would  have  been  made  on  that 
day.  There  is  a  big  run  of  fish  in  the  river,  which, 
with  favourable  conditions,  bids  well  for  the  coming 
week. — Retrop. 

    The  long  spell  of  wet  weather  has  greatly 

increased  the  volume  of  water  in  this  river,  which  for 
some  time  has  been  in  spate.  Conditions  are,  how- 
ever, in  the  meantime  against  anglers,  the  water  being 
too  high  and  discoloured.  Since  the  rise  in  the  river 
fish  have  been  running,  and  the  salmon  fishermen 
are  meeting  with  fair  success.  The  rough  sea 
on  Saturday  kept  the  fishermen  along  the 
coast  from  removing  the  leaders  of  the  bag 
nets,  some  of  which  were  damaged.  In  the 
beginning  of  this  week  the  yield  from  most  of  the 
stations  was  well  maintained,  and  no  fewer  than  a 
dozen  large  boxes  for  the  two  days  were  consigned  to 
the  markets.  The  lessee  of  the  salmon  fishings  here. 
Provost  Bisset,  has  received  particulars  about  the 
marked  trout,  which  we  noted  last  week,  from  the 
Inspector  of  Salmon  Fisheries  for  Scotland,  Edinburgh. 
The  trout  was  caught  and  marked  by  Mr.  John  Castel, 
keeper,  Muiresk,  Turriff,  on  Feb.  28  last.  It  was  22J 
inches  long  and  weighed  31b.  When  recaptured  a 
fortnight  ago,  with  the  sweep  net,  in  the  river,  the 
trout  then  weighed  61b.,  thus  doubling  the  weight  in 
five  months. — H.  W. 

Inchnadauiph  Hotel  (Sutherland).  —  Fishing 
from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches  have  been 
had:  Messrs.  Booth  and  Keeling — July  21st  (40  trout, 
151b.)  Mr.  Lewis— 21st  (18  trout,  81b.).  Captain 
Wilson — 21st  (18  trout,  71b.).  Captain  Wilson  and 
Mr.  Lewis— 22nd  (9  trout,  51b.).  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fletcher— 22nd  (9  trout,  41b.) ;  23rd  (38  trout,  141b.). 
Mr.  Morgan— 23rd  (18  trout,  81b.).  Mr.  Cooke— 23rd 
(4  trout,  31b.).  Mr.  Booth— 23rd  (1  grilse,  71b.). 
Mr.  FJetcher— 24th  (1  trout,  lib.,  1  sea-trout,  IJlb., 
2  salmon,  81b.,  7Jlb.).  Mr.  C.  Cooke— 24th  (13  trout, 
71b.).  Sir  M.  Pollock  and  Mr.  Burkitt— 24th  (26 
trout,  91b.).  Professor  Purdie— 24th  (2  grilse,  61b., 
4Jlb.).  Mr.  Hamar— 24th  (12  trout,  4Jlb.).  Rev.  Mr. 
Morgan— 24th  (1  grilse,  5Jlb.,  1  salmon,  181b ).— W. 
Wallace. 

Lochs  Birsay,  Hunland  and  Swanney  (Orkney). 

— Fishing  from  Barony  Hotel,  Birsay,  during  the  past 
week,  the  following  baskets  of  trout  have  been  got : — 
Mr.  Cook  and  Dr.  Wilson,  twenty-seven,  91b. ;  Mr. 
Darsey,  thirteen,  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  Gammell,  ten,  l^lh. ; 
Captain  Machall,  twenty-five,  9Jlb. ;  Mr.  Gammell, 
nine,  41b.  ;  Captain  Machall,  thirteen,  4Jlb. ;  Dr.  S. 
Rae,  eight,  4Jlb. ;  Captain  Machall,  thirty-four,  141b. 
— John  Spence.    [Too  late  for  insertion  last  week.] 

Iiochinver  (Culag  Hotel). — On  July  19  Messrs. 
Lovell  had  3  salmon  and  grilse.  On  July  21  baskets 
of  yellow  trout  were  24,  15,  20,  and  28,  and  2  sea- 
trout,  6|lb.,  trolling  in  the  bay.  On  July  22  Mr. 
Lovell  1  sea-trout  off  Inver,  31b.  On  same  date.  Loch 
Crocach  gave  a  basket  of  32  yellow  trout.  On  July  23 
baskets  were  52,  25,  20,  21,  5,  and  27.  On  July  24  one 
basket  of  25  yellow  trout ;  from  Loch  Roe  4  sea-trout, 
51b.  ;  and  trolling  in  the  bay  1  sea-trout  was  got,  2f  lb. 
On  July  25  one  grilse  off  Inver ;  trolling  in  the  bay 
1  sea-trout,  3|lb. ;  and  from  Loch  Roe  1  sea-trout,  lib. 
On  July  26  Loch  Roe  gave  10  sea-trout ;  yellow  trout 
baskets,  13,  36,  and  48.  Lots  of  salmon  in  rivers  and 
Loch  Culag,  but  water  too  low  for  successful  salmon 
angling. — J.  McK. 

Zioch  Iieven  (Kinross). — Only  two  or  three  boats 
have  been  going  out  daily  with  anglers  during  the 
past  week.  Sport  has  been  very  poor,  as  the  weather 
has  not  been  of  a  "  catching  "  description.  Mr.  R.  P. 
Wilson  and  friend,  Markinch,  had  seven  fine  trout  of 
121b;  Mr.  McKenzie,  Edinburgh,  eleven  trout,  131b. ; 
Dr.  Craig,  Cowdenbeath,  six  trout,  91b.  8oz.  Mr. 
McDonald,  Perth,  five  trout,  7Ib.  4oz.  Angling  clubs 
after  an  inactive  month  will  compete  daily  here  in 
August.— Robert  Laino. 

Lochmaddy  Hotel  (North  Uist).— Fishing  from 
this  hotel  during  the  week  ending  July  27,  Colonel 


,J.  E.  MlLLFR,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  .Station- 
street,  Leeds,  holds  the  largest  stock  of  trout  flies,  sea-trout 
flies,  salmon  flies,  casts,  and  general  fishing  tackle  in  the 
kingdom.  It  is  only  necessary  to  state  general  requirements 
and  locality  required  for  to  ensure  suitable  goods  iMjing  sent  by 
return.  .Selections  of  flies  and  suitable  mounted  casts  made  up 
for  any  B"iison  for  all  parts  of  the  country.  J.  E.  Miller  has 
iieen  .i  priictical  angler  for  r)ver  AO  years,  and  only  sends  out 
practi'ial  goods  ;  his  selections  c:in  always  be  relied  upon. 


Bannatyne,  Major  Crawford,  Major  Prendergast, 
Major  Chambers,  Mr.  Hovenden,  Mr.  Roundell,  and 
Mr.  Tompkinson,  had  73  sea-trout  and  156  brown 
trout,  heaviest  21b. — D.  Macfadyen. 

Portree.— On  July  23  Mr.  H.  Clark  from  the  Royal 
Hotel  had  a  basket  of  twenty-seven  trout  on  the  Storr 
Loch,  13Jlb;  heaviest  fish,  IJlb. — C.  Mt;LAREN. 

South  of  Scotland.- In  the  Mount  Annan  wat°r 
some  good  baskets  of  herling  were  caught.  Mr.  P. 
Thorburn,  Kirtlebridge,  killed  over  two  hundred 
herling  and  several  sea-trout  last  week  with  fly  and 
worm.  Mr.  W.  Thorburn,  Brydekirk,  had  a  number 
of  good  catches.  Mr.  W.  Thomson  had  two  sea-trout 
at  one  fishing  with  evening  fly,  one  of  which  weighed 
31b.  Mr.  Jas.  Loudon  had  a  few  herling  in  Castlo- 
milk  water  on  Monday  evening.  Mr.  J.  Rae 
caught  a  basket  of  91b.  or  lOIb.  of  herling  on 
Thursday  (July  24)  as  also  a  sea-trout  and  a 
yellow  trout  of  21b.  in  Sir  Robert  Jardine's 
portion  above  Hoddom.  These  were  taken  with  the 
worm  bait  in  clear  water.  Mr.  Inglis,  jun.,  took 
eight  herling  in  Hoddom  Castle  water  on  Friday 
night,  July  25 ;  Mr.  Geo.  Lockhart  had  several  fine 
sea-trout  and  a  number  of  herling  in  the  same  water  ; 
and  Mr.  Jas.  Bell  had  sixteen  herling.  Mr.  Pasley 
Dirom's  keeper  had  good  sport  in  Mount  Annan.  In 
the  lower  Annan  the  herling  have  been  running  in 
fair  numbers  but  the  rise  in  the  water  has  kept  them 
on  the  move  to  the  higher  reaches.  This  week  the 
herling  have  not  been  taking  the  fly  at  all  well,  yet 
several  fair  baskets  have  been  recorded.  Amongst  the 
most  successful  was  Mr.  Walter  Ogilvie,  who  killed 
forty-five  fine  herling  in  the  lower  waters  on  July  29. 
He  took  twenty-five  with  the  clear  water  worm  in  the 
Brewery  stream  below  Annan  Bridge  in  two  hours ; 
and  fishing  two  hours  in  the  evening  he  had  another 
twenty  with  worm ;  Mr.  John  Laurie  caught  seven- 
teen fine  herling  in  two  hours  on  Tuesday  forenoon 
with  worm,  and  he  had  eight  or  nine  in  the  evening ; 
Mr.  Eric  Nicholson  had  twenty-seven  herling  in  the 
portion  below  Annan  Bridge  on  Monday  forenoon 
with  the  clear  water  worm.  Mr.  John  Irving 
had  about  a  dozen  ;  Mr.  Haugh  had  a  fair 
basket,  and  Mr.  James  Loudon  caught  thirteen 
herling  and  three  >'ellow  trout  on  Monday  at  the 
Brewery  stream.  Mr.  Irving,  Distillery,  had  a  catch 
of  twenty-seven  herling  on  Saturday  evening  (July  26) 
in  Northfield  water  with  worm  bait.  Mr.  P. 
Loudon,  Edinburgh,  Mr.  McGiverin,  and  several 
other  rods  had  fair  baskets,  all  with  worm. 
Mr.  John  Jackson  fished  Mr.  Scott's  portion  of  the 
Annan  for  three  hours  and  had  about  twenty  herling, 
a  sea-trout,  and  a  number  of  yellow  trout.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Coleby  had  one  sea-trout  and  a  few  yellow  trout 
in  Jardine  Hall  water  on  July  2S.  Ill  the  Nith  a 
good  number  of  herling  have  been  noticed  ascend- 
ing the  river  at  the  town  canal.  Better  sport 
is  reported  from  the  Galloway  rivers  of  the 
Stewartry  ;  the  Dee  of  Galloway,  the  Kirkcud- 
brightshire Fleet,  and  the  Newton  Stewart  Cree  have 
all  been  in  better  order  this  week.  In  the  Ayrshire 
district,  complaints  are  made  about  river  pollution  in 
the  Girvan.  The  lochs  have  not  been  doing  so  well, 
though  a  number  of  visitors  have  had  moderate  sport  in 
Loch  Doon,  of  Dalmellington,  with  the  fly.  In  the 
Solway  the  grilse  are  making  a  better  show,  and 
there  was  a  good  run  of  salmon  and  grilse  on  Friday 
(Aug.  25). — Heatherbell. 

Tay.— Fishing  Ballathie  beat  on  Monday  last, 
Colonel  E.  R  S.  Richardson  had  most  excellent  sport, 
having  landed  one  salmon  of  211b.  and  four  grilse,  all 
from  "the  Cradle  pool.  There  is  at  present  a  large 
show  of  grilse,  and  the  prospects  for  the  autumn  rod 
fishing  are  veiy  good.  'The  river  is  at  present  in  fine 
order.— A.  A. 

Tongue  Hotel  "Waters.— Fishing  from  this  hotel 
the  following  catches  of  trout  have  been  had : — On 
July  21,  Mr.  Brown,  sixteen,  l^lh. ;  Mr.  Bourne,  fifteen, 
91b.;  Mr.  Swan,  twelve,  41b.  On  22nd,  Mr.  Brown, 
twenty-two,  81d.  ;  Mr.  Bourne,  five,  5|lb.  ;  Mr.  Swan, 
five,  51b.  On  23rd,  Mr.  Bourne,  twenty,  6^1b. ;  Mr. 
Brown,  thirteen,  81b. ;  Messrs.  Morrison,  twenty-five, 
9ilb  ■  Mr.  Rudyard,  91b.  On  24th,  Mr.  Bourne,  eleven, 
51b  •  'Mr.  Trousdale,  eight,  31b.  On  25th,  Mr.  Bourne, 
eleven,  51b. ;  Mr.  Rudyard,  twelve,  3Jlb.  On  26th,  Mr. 
Bourne,  nineteen,  261b. ;  Mr.  Davies,  nineteen,  51b. ; 
Mr.  Brown,  sixteen,  81b. ;  Mr.  Rudyard,  nine.— M. 
MacInnes. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 

The  heavy  rains  of  last  Saturday  caused  both  Tweed 
and  Teviot  to  rise  on  July  27  to  the  extent  of  about 
two  feet.  This  was  not  suflicient  to  effect  much_  in 
the  way  of  clearing  away  the  sediment  and  ••eed  which 
had  gathered  in  the  course  of  the  last  few  months, 
but  trout  anglers  have  had  some  sport  while  the  waters 
were  clearing,  heavy  baskets  being  secured  with  fly  • 
and  minnow.  The  rise  occurring  during  the  week-end 
close  time  may  have  admitted  of  the  ascent  of  a  few 
grilse  or  sea-trout  to  the  lower  angling  waters.  A  few  of 
these  have  been  caught  near  Tillmouth  recently.  On 
Tweed,  on  July  23,  Mr.  J.  Hogg,  91b.;  Mr.  J.  Mabon.dlb.; 
Mr.  J.  Wilson,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Stewart,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Bowhill 
also  had  151b.  on  Floors  lower  water;  Mr.  W.  Currie 
had  Olb.  On  Teviot,  on  the  same  date,  Mr.  RDbercsoiji  i 


August  2,  1902 


THE  FISHINa  CtAZETTE 


89 


CONTENTS. 

N.B. — AH  rights  reserved  in  articles  j'ublished  in 
this  'paper. 

Occasional  Notes    81 

Hunting  for  Fishing   82 

Sea-Trout  Lures    83 

Mr.  Henry  Elmslie   83 

Some  Press  Opinions  of  Our  Summer  Number...  84 

Trout  Fishing  in  Canada   84 

From  Longtown  to  Metal  Bridge   84 

A  22Ib.  Sea  Bass    84 

The  Lake  District  of  Norway   85 

On  a  Thuringian  Trout  Stream    85 

Fresh-Water  Aquaria    83 

Wimbledon  Lake  Bait  and  Fly  Casting  Tourna- 
ment   80 

Notes  from  the  North    90 

A  Dart  Conservator  fined  for  lUegal  Use  of  the 

Gaff   90 

August  Bank  Holiday  Arrangements    90 

had  41b.  ;  Mr.  Wm.  Mercer,  61b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Thomson, 
5Jlb.  On  July  24,  Mr.  R.  Robertson  had  4lb.  on 
Tweed.  On  July  26,  Mr.  J.  Thomson  had  Ylb.  on 
Tweed.  On  July  23,  on  T«veed,  Mr.  J.  Hogg  had  121b. ; 
Mr.  J.  Thomson,  61b.  ;  and  Mr.  Stewart,  61b.  On 
July  29,  Mr.  J.  Mabon  had  71b.  with  fly,  including  one 
beauty  of  2|lb. ;  and  Mr.  J.  Thomson,  41b.  On  July 
30,  on  Floors  lower  water,  Mr.  Bowhill  had  a  freshly 
run  grilse  of  olb.,  and  71b.  trout. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandon  River  (co.  Cork).— Grilse  and  sea-trout 
are  very  numerous  in  the  lower  reaches.  Near  Inni- 
shannon  good  sport  is  being  had  with  them  fishing  in 
the  evenings.  On  the  upper  waters  salmon  are  very 
numerous,  but  water  too  low. — W.  Hayjses  and  Son. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — Rain  fell  heavily  over 
the  catchment  basin  of  this  river  in  the  past  week, 
and  all  the  tributaries  were  in  flood.  The  main 
stream  rose  six  inches,  but  was  not  discoloured,  and 
angling  continued.  The  very  high  flood  in  the  Agivvy 
stream  caused  the  water  to  rise  three  feet  on  the  weir 
at  Caronroe,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  salmon  that 
were  in  the  stretches  that  extend  downwards  to  Cole- 
raine  passed  ever  into  the  Kilrea  sections.  Trout  have 
been  taking  the  natural  fly  well  on  the  shallows,  and 
those  who  are  able  to  use  it  took  some  good  fish.  A  run 
of  large  trout  came  up  to  the  weir  in  the  high  water,  but 
were  unable  to  go  over  and  had  to  fall  into  the  pools 
of  the  I  apids  where  they  will  give  good  sport  in  Aug;i3t. 
Mr.  F.  Dawson  took  three  fish  for  the  week  Glb.,°8lb. 
and  121b. ;  Dr.  Clements,  one  grilse,  61b. ;  Dr.  Rugg, 
one  grilse,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  Maurice  Coates,  one  grilse,  3|lb. ; 
and  Mr.  F.  Wilson,  two  grilse,  41b.  and  71b.  on  the 
Kilrea  reach.  Colonel  Bruce  caught  fifteen  salmon 
and  grilse  ranging  from  6ilb.  to  23ilb. ;  Major  Mont- 
gomery, six,  ranging  from  6§lb.  to-SJlb. ;  and  Major 
Moore,  nine,  ranging  from  61b.  to  201b.  on  the  Caronroe 
stretch. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.— At  time  of  writing  the 
local  streams  are  all  in  good  order,  with  a  much 
needed  improvement  in  trout  fishing.  Amongst  the 
best  takes  on  the  Glenvoy  was  one  of  thirty-two  Jib. 
fish  made  by  Mr.  J.  McCluny.  On  the  Annacloy 
reaches  of  the  Cross  Gar,  Mr.  E.  Hunter,  on  Monday 
(July  28),  caught  two  trout,  3Jlb.,  on  the  gold  minnow, 
and  a  Mr.  Moore  had  15lb.  trout  on  the  same  water ; 
plenty  of  salmon  are  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Cross 
Gar,  and  several  up  to  151b.  have  been  killed.  Trout 
fishing  on  the  dams  is  improving  a  bit. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  <co.  Cork).— On  the  lower  waters 
below  Fermoy  sport  continues  well  up  to  average.  On 
Mocollop  waters,  :\Ir.  J.  O'Brien  had  one  salmon  of 
14lb.  and  three  grilse,  7ib.,  61b.,  Olb.  On  BallyduR 
water.  Commander  W.  Steward,  R.N.,  had  one  salmon 
of  810.,  and  two  grilse,  71b.,  51b.  On  Glenmore,  Mr. 
H.  Smith  had  one  grilse  of  51b.  —W.  Hayxes  &  Son. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  During 
the  past  week  Mr.  Jos.  Hone  landed  three  salmon  of 


lllb.,  101b.,  and  7lb.  ;  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike,  one,  7lb. ;  Mr. 
Poulteney,  three,  14lb.,  81b.,  and  51b.;  Mr.  R.  S. 
Johnston,  one,  7lb. ;  and  Mr.  (leo.  Godwin,  one,  16lb. 
Messrs.  L.  North,  R.  K.  Johnston,  Geo.  Godwin, 
T.  N.  Hugo,  and  St.  George  Johnston,  took  a  number 
of  fine  trout  in  the  evenings. — M.  Roqan  &  Sons. 

IiOUgh  Corrib. — The  trout  are  still  very  shy  of 
rising,  both  to  the  artificial  fly  and  to  the  "  Harry." 
Trolling  has  been  fairly  good.  Mr.  Gasooigne  caught 
a  trout  of  Olb.  on  July  17,  and  two  on  the  18th  of  51b. 
and  81b.  Again  on  the  24th  he  caught  a  trout  of  OJlb., 
and  two  pike  weighing  lllb;  and  on  the  25th  a  trout 
weighing  91b.  Mr.  Doig  on  the  15fch  got  four  pike 
weighing  511b. — S.  B,  D. 

Longh   Curraue    (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

Sea-trout  are  affording  fair  sport,  the  daily  baskets 
containing  from  three  to  nine  sea-trout  in  addition  to 
nice  dishes  of  brown  trout.  There  has  been  a  good 
run  of  peal,  though  none  of  the  latter  fish  have  been 
had  by  trout  anglers.  The  recent  rain  has  put  the 
water  in  better  order,  though  it  is  still  rather  low.— 
T.  J.  D. 

Iiougfh  Melvin. — Sport  has  been  good,  and  some 
fine  gillaroo  trout  and  brown  trout  fishing  enjoyed 
by  anglers  generally,  the  most  successful  being  Mr. 
L.  North,  Dr.  Leeper,  Mr.  P.  Dearden  and  Dr. 
Roscoe ;  the  above  anglers  took  several  baskets  of 
gillaroos  and  several  trout  weighing  from  lib.  to 
2Jlb.  Mr.  P.  Grimes  landed  two  grilse  of  Olb.  and 
Sflb.  on  July  20,  and  Mr.  Curran  landed  a  brown  trout 
ot  3Jlb.  on  July  29.  Rain  is  much  needed  here  at 
present. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Louifh  Neag'h. — There  is  an  improvement  in  trout 
netting  along  the  co.  Antrim  shores,  from  four  to  five 
tons  of  fish  being  despatched  every  other  day  from 
the  local  stations  to  London  and  the  cross  Channel 
markets.  Salmon  are  also  running  through  the 
lough  in  large  numbers  to  the  tributaries. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina). — Water  iu  good  order,  with  south 
winds,  and  all  the  pools  well  stocked  with  fish.  Mr. 
Atkins  had  three  grilse  during  the  week,  Mr.  Woodlow 
three  fish,  and  Mr.  McClod>  one  and  lost  some  more. 
All  the  rods  out  had  fair  sport.  Fishing  on  the  upper 
water  fair,  but  would  be  better  if  we  had  some  fresh 
water.  Trout  fishers  on  the  lower  reaches  had  some 
sport  spinning  down  the  estuary,  and  some  nice  fish 
were  got  at  night  with  the  fly,  some  getting  seven 
brace. — John  Dever?. 

Moy,  Lon^ba  Cann  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — We  had  a  fresh  in  the  river,  which  prevented 
fish  from  taking  well.  Mr.  Sewoll,  nine  grilse,  52lb.  ; 
Mr.  Scroop,  six  grilse,  331b. ;  Mr.  King,  two  grilse, 
131b. ;  Mr.  Perry,  ten  grilse,  611b. ;  Mr.  Temple  and 
friend,  seventeen  grilse,  1071b. ;  Mr.  Scott,  five  grilse, 
321b.  A  good  number  of  sea-trout  are  getting  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  river;  best  bag  for  one  day,  nine- 
teen, 161b.  A  good  many  jack  have  bean  got  iu  the 
loughs,  largest  31lb.  The  grilse  are  taking  the  Gallant 
Hussar  fly  best. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Owenea  (Ardara,  co.  Donegal). — Sport  splendid 
during  the  week.  On  July  27  forty  sea-trout  and  two 
salmon  were  taken  by  three  rods  on  Owenea.  Oq  the 
28th,  three  salmon  by  General  Dickens,  staying  at  the 
Nesbitt  Arms.  29th,  two  salmon  by  same  person, 
three  by  Colonel  Underwood,  and  two  by  Colonel 
Dickens.  Dr.  Patterson,  ten  sea-trout,  on  July  28. 
Sport  expected  to  be  very  good  during  the  early  part 
of  August. — Neil  McNelis. 

Rosses  (Dungfloe,  co.  Donegal). — Angling  is  now 
in  full  swing.  On  Saturday  last,  Mr.  Molyneux,  on 
Crolly,  killed  two  salmon,  7lb.  and  5Jlb  ,  and  several 
sea-trout,  heaviest  41b.  Mr.  Steele  had  a  2|lb.  trout, 
and  Mr.  Grant  a  121b.  salmon.  On  Derrydcuel  lake, 
Mr.  Handcook  had  seven  sea-trout  up  to  31b. ;  and  on 
Monday,  Dr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Molyneux  had  nine  trout 
on  the  same  water.  On  Tuesday,  Dr.  Scott,  on 
Dungloe  lake,  killed  eight  trout,  heaviest  31b.  Mr. 
Molyneux  killed  a  salmon,  5 Jib.,  on  Crolly  and  a  Bib. 
sea-trout. — J.  A.  B. 

Sbannon  (Castlecounell). — On  Doonass,  Mr.  J. 
Enright  killed  two  peal,  Olb.  and  71b.    On  Prospect 


Mr.  II.  G.  Duncalfe  killed  two  peal,  2,Jlb.  and  4lb.  On 
Nowgarden  Mrs.  Cripps  killed  one  peal,  5lb.  On 
Hermitage  the  fisherman  killed  throe  peal,  5lb.,  5lb., 
GJlb.  On  the  Castle  fishery  the  fishermen  killed  one 
salmon,  14Jlb.,  and  one  peal,  5lb.  'I'rout  fishing  con- 
tinues pretty  good.  White  trout  are  very  plentiful, 
the  run  being  far  larger  than  it  has  been  for  many 
years  past. — Joitn  Enrkwit  &  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  improved  on  the  above  waters.  The  best  basket 
so  far  was  one  had  a  few  days  back  by  Mr.  Rut- 
ledge,  fishing  with  Tim  McCarthy,  which  contained 
eighteen  sea-trout,  besides  a  nice  lot  of  brown  trout. — 
T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — We  have  had  very  rough  seas  during 
the  past  week.  A  few  bass  caught  off  the  groynes. 
Small  citches  of  whiting,  pout,  and  flat  fish  by  boat 
anglers.  Mackerel  have  ceased  "  schooling,"  and  the 
netsmen  are  only  taking  up  to  about  fifteen  hundred 
per  boat. — H. 

Plymouth. — There  is  plenty  of  sport  for  almost 
any  kind  of  fish.  The  pollack  are  in  abundance  every- 
where, and  very  fine  they  are.  I  have  just  counted 
twenty-five  boats  in  a  very  small  space,  and  they  are 
all  busy ;  most  of  the  boats  are  at  anchor  with  drift 
lines,  but  several  are  whifling  slowly  with  the  artificial 
baits.  Bass  are  still  about  the  Rime  Head  and 
Penlee  Point,  and  several  rods  can  be  seen  daily  after 
them  ;  the  fish  are  a  good  size,  and  sport  well.  There 
were  about  a  dozen  boats  on  the  pouting  pit  this 
afternoon  (July  30) ;  the  tide  suits  very  well  this  week 
for  them ;  several  dozens  per  boat  are  taken  in  an 
afternoon  with  chopsticks  and  small  hooks  baited 
with  small  bits  of  rag  worm. — William  Hbardee 
(B  S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — Fishing  has  been  very  poor  this  week 
owing  to  the  weather,  which  still  looks  very  unsettled. 
The  tides  serve  well  for  the  holidays,  it  being  high 
water  on  Saturday  (Aug.  2)  a  little  after  twelve. 
Intending  anglers  would  do  well  to  include  some  river 
tackle  in  their  kit,  as  the  fishing  on  the  Stour  at 
Grove  Ferry  is  good  and  easily  accessible,  two 
shillings  covering  fishing  ticket  and  return  rail.  Wind 
south-westerly,  light. — Grey  Mullett. 

Scarborough. — Silver  whiting  abundant  in  the 
bay  ;  no  mackerel  as  yet.  Six  or  eight  score  whiting 
to  a  single  boat.  Pier  anglers  are  making  fairly  good 
catches  of  plaice  and  dabs. — H. 

Weymouth. — The  weather  is  somewhat  better, 
consequently  the  fishing  has  been  a  trifle  better.  A 
few  conger,  whiting,  pollack,  mackerel,  and  pout  have 
been  taken  in  the  bay  and  at  the  breakwater.  In  the 
harbour  the  fish  do  not  seem  on  the  feed.  On  Wed- 
nesday morning,  July  30,  abDut  eight  dozen  small 
bass  were  taken  in  the  backwater.  A  nice  bass 
turning  the  scale  at  8Ib.  was  taken  on  Siturday 
evening,  July   23,   just  under  the  Nothe. — A.  G. 

ROWELL. 


JlssociaHons 

(Special  Meetingb). 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

In  consequence  of  the  Bank  Holiday  the  general 
committee. meeting  will  be  postponed  until  Monday, 
Aug.  11. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  July  24  at  the  Blue 
Anchor,  Chance-street,  Shoreditch,  for  the  purpose 
of  exhibiting  the  Association's  Championship  Shield. 
Representatives  frjm  all  parts  o£  London  were  there, 
and  they  were  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  the 
shield  was  a  work  of  art,  and  it  only  wanted  to  be 
seen  to  influence  clubs  to  compete.  Twenty-three 
societies  entered  for  the  competition  at  the  meeting. 
All  entries  must  be  received  by  Aug.  23.  The  draw 
for  first  round  takes  place  on  Aug.  30. 
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I  should  like  to  call  secretaries'  and  anglers' 
attention  to  the  fact  that  from  Aug.  11  till  Aug.  16 
the  river  Lea  between  Waltham  Lock  and  Enfield 
Look  will  in  all  probability  be  unfishable.  I  am 
making  arrangements  to  have  the  banks  patrolled 
by  the  police. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

On  July  25  the  committee  met  for  the  usual 
business.  Two  grants  were  made  amounting  to 
£9  3s.  The  auditors  gave  their  report,  and  the 
balance-sheet  was  accepted,  and  a  vote  of  thanks 
passed  to  the  auditors,  Messrs.  Elsmore  and  Wells. 
I  have  much  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  the  following  sums — Cambridge  Heath  Brothers, 
£3  2s. ;  Stratford,  £1  10s.  Id. ;  and  a  donation  from 
Mr.  P.  Strauss,  Hoxton  Brothers,  of  8s.  The 
balance-sheet  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  received 
from  the  printers. — S.  Malby. 


HiGHBUBY  AKGLING  SOCIETY — 

Mr.  G.  Rayner  presided  over  our  meeting  on 
July  30.  Messrs.  W.  T.  Attwood  and  T.  P.  Ward 
were  unanimously  elected  our  delegates  to  the 
Anglers'  Association.  The  A. A.  Trophy  Competition 
was  discussed,  and  it  was  decided,  "That  owing  to 
the  low  standard  adopted  the  society  do  not  com- 
pete." The  outing  to  Houghton  was  a  very  pleasant 
aSair,  but  marred  by  bad  weather.  A  great  number 
of  small  fish  were  taken,  but  the  only  fish  worth 
mentioning  was  a  tench  of  21b.  taken  by  Mr.  H.  Dunn. 
Mr.  S.  Stone  has  weighed  in  a  nice  lot  of  tench  and 
roach,  2051b. ;  Mr.  T.  Stone,  2151b.  of  tench  and  roach 
— best  tench  31b.,  best  roach  lib.  9on. ;  Mr.  W.  Jelka 
has  recorded  some  nice  roach  and  dace — best  roach 
lib.  Sfoz.— G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society — 

Several  interesting  matters  were  discussed  at 
Monday's  meeting,  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  in  the  chair, 
including  the  problem  of  how  rainbow  trout  came 
to  be  found  in  the  Lambourn  stream,  and  the 
suitability  or  otherwise  of  the  Kennet  for  Sohno 
irideus.  A  nice  Kennet  trout  of  21b.  had  been  taken 
by  Mr.  Carpenter  in  the  society's  water,  and  Mr. 
H.  P.  Thompson  caught  and  returned  several  brace 
of  perch,  weighing  from  ilh.  to  fib.  The  same 
gentleman  also  took  a  number  of  trout  on  the 
Lambourn  under  limit  length,  and  lost  a  brace  of 
good  fish  through  their  being  lightly  hooked.  Mr. 
Loch  had  excellent  sport  in  the  higher  reaches  of 
the  Kennet.  There  will  be  no  meeting  next  Monday 
(Bank  Holiday).— Hon.  Sec. 

Nottingham  Wellington  Angling  Society — 

In  accordance  with  annual  custom,  the  Notting- 
ham Wellington  Angling  Society  on  July  24  enter- 
tained the  tenants  of  the  various  stretches  of  water 
let  to  the  organisation  to  luncheon  at  the  Crown 
Inn,  Cavendish  Bridge,  Shardlow.  Over  sixty 
members  and  friends  and  the  majority  of  the  tenants 
assembled,  the  chair  being  occupied  by  Mr.  Harry 
Spray,  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  society.  After 
luncheon  Mr.  Fred  Warsop  proposed  the  health  of 
"The  Tenants,"  and  the  toast  was  cordially 
honoured,  Mr.  Hickinbottom,  one  of  the  oldest  of 
the  Shardlow  tenants,  suitably  replying.  Mr. 
Charles  J.  Mee  proposed  "  Success  to  the  Wellington 
Angling  Society,"  and  Mr.  W.  Gregory  and  Mr.  J. 
Schleicher  acknowledged  the  enthusiastic  manner 
in  which  it  was  received.  A  capital  musical  pro- 
gramme was  provided  by  members  and  Mr.  Arthur 
Lakin,  and  the  remainder  of  the  afternoon  was 
spent  by  the  side  of  the  Trent,  several  capital  bags 
of  fish  being  obtained.  The  weather,  which  was 
threatening  early  in  the  day,  kept  fine,  and  the 
annual  outing  was  of  a  thoroughly  enjoyable  char- 
acter, mainly  due  to  the  excellent  arrangements 
made  by  Mr.  Spray.  Mr.  W.  Gaskell,  who  has  so 
long  actively  identified  himself  with  the  society, 
was  unable  to  be  present  through  indisposition. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society — 

The  meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  presided  over  by 
Mr.  T.  Gilbert,  was  a  very  busy  one.  A  circular 
respecting  the  Bait  and  Fly  Casting  Tournament  at 
Wimbledon  was  reserved  for  discussion  later. 
Several  fishing  reports  were  made,  notably  one  by 
Mr.  Beamont,  who  has  recently  had  capital  sport, 
including  sea-fiehing  off  Scarborough,  catching 
splendid  whiting,  full-sized  plaice,  and  fine  gurnard, 
besides  other  varieties  ;  Mr.  Beamont  also  fished  the 
Derwent  on  several  occasions,  taking  numerous  good 
trout  and  grayling,  in  addition  to  roach,  dace,  and 
chub.  Mr.  T.  W.  Maynard  reported  some  good 
sport  amongst  roach,  perch,  and  jack.  Mr.  Taylor, 
since  last  meeting,  has  also  been  successful  amongst 
the  perch,  etc.  'The  programme  of  fixtures  for  the 
next  six  months  has  been  ordered  to  be  printed. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Gbesham  Anglihg  Society — 

There  was  again  a  good  attendance  of  members  at 
the  weekly  meeting,  when  Mr.  G.  Riches  was  voted 
to  the  chair.  Some  reports  of  holiday  experiences, 
angling  and  otherwise,  were  very  interesting.  Mr. 


Hoyle  is  making  up  a  party  to  go  to  Ireland  for  a 
fortnight  from  Aug.  14 ;  if  any  members  would  like 
to  join  they  should  write  him  early.  He  usually 
finds  all  round  good  sport.  The  grass  is  all  cut  at 
Kelvedon  and  a  good  showing  of  fish  reported,  so  a 
visit  there  during  the  holidays  should  be  satisfactory. 
Many  members  had  been  out  with  varying  success. 
Mr.  Reed  had  bream  up  to  41b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Emery, 
several  nice  chub  with  the  fly ;  Mr.  Hicks,  dace  and 
chub ;  Mr.  Connellan,  a  trout  of  lib.  7oz. ;  Mr.  Gill, 
one  of  lib.  6oz. ;  Mr.  Riches,  trout  from  Chesham, 
and  some  good  dace ;  Mr.  Martin,  fish  from  Chesham ; 
Mr.  Borthwick,  several  dace  and  trout;  and  Mr. 
Gray,  roach  and  bream.  There  will  be  no  meeting 
on  Tuesday  next. — J.  H.  Walker. 


Jingling  '^ixlnves. 

Aug.  11. — Central    Association  of   London  Angling 

Clubs  :  Delegate  Meeting. 
,,    13. — Fly   and   Bait    Casting  Tournament  on 

Wimbledon  Lake. 
,,    17. — Eldridge's  Annual  Competition  at  Amberley. 


^ofcs  from  ll)e  ^orf^. 

Fine  round  waters  are  now  running.  This  on 
Aug.  1  means  a  very  early  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  a 
prolific  autumn  run ;  but  with  the  nets  still  agoing 
the  bulk  of  the  fish  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
tacksmen. 


Country  houses  are  now  opening.  Many  arc  not 
waiting  the  Coronation  ceremonies,  and  are  making 
active  preparations  for  the  "  Twelfth,"  and  after  that 
an  autumn  cast. 


Good  supplies  of  salmon  continue  to  be  got  on  the 
east  coast,  but  anglers  are  making  a  poor  show  of  it. 
The  thunder  and  hail  storms  (and  the  chilling  colds 
alternating  with  excessive  heats)  have  been  against 
them.  Yet  here  and  there  good  baskets  are  the  order 
of  the  day.   

The  fine  new  hotel  at  Hillswick  opened  last  week. 
Hitherto  the  Shetland  fishing  has  not  been  of  much 
account,  but  now  anglers  are  getting  good  sport. 
Mr.  Aitkins,  Mr.  Cautley  (Aberdeen),  and  Mr.  Scott- 
Robertson  (Birmingham)  are  amongst  the  most  suc- 
cessful anglers  at  Hillswick. 


Last  week  the  triennial  meetings  of  the  proprietors 
of  salmon  fishings  on  Deeside  (upper  and  lower)  met 
to  appoint  an  executive  for  the  ensuing  term.  Mr. 
G.  Davidson,  Mr.  Hogarth,  and  Mr.  Copeland  were 
appointed  for  the  lower  district,  and  Sir  Thomas 
Burnett,  Lord  Huntly,  and  Mr.  Barclay  Harvey  for 
the  upper  district. 


Saithe  fishing  in  the  Pentland  Firth,  after  the  rock 
or  sea  angling  fashion,  is  now  becoming  a  prosperous 
business.    Sun-dried  they  are  worth  £8  to  £10  a  ton. 

Saithe,  or  coal-fish,  are  the  most  destructive  salmon 
poachers  in  the  sea  that  we  have  to  contend  with. 
They  hover  round  the  mouths  of  every  salmon  river, 
and  "  go  "  for  the  smolt  by  the  hundred  per  diem. 


A  marked  sea-trout  waa  reported  as  having  been 
caught  in  the  Deveron  recently  in  a  sweep-net.  It 
was  forwarded  to  Mr.  Calder,  who  now  reports  that 
the  fish  was  marked  on  February  8  (evidently  descend- 
ing as  a  kelt),  and  then  weighed  31b.  As  its  weight 
when  again  caught  (in  the  Deveron  again)  on  July  19 
was  61b.,  it  had  actually  doubled  its  weight  during 
these  five  months. 


Aberdeen,  Dundee,  Glasgow,  and  other  Scotch 
towns  are  now  on  holiday,  and  the  angler  is  abroad  in 
countless  numbers,  making  baskets  by  the  score,  but, 
needless  to  say,  entirely  to  the  worm. 


During  the  past  few  weeks  exceptionally  heavy  sup- 
plies of  grilse  have  been  landed  from  all  the  fisheries 
on  the  east  coast.  One  day  last  week  the  Aberdeen 
Harbour  Commissioners  consigned  454  to  the  Aberdeen 
Market,  the  Aberdeen  Salmon  Company  114,  while 
others  sent  up  the  total  to  700.  Pity  the  nets  got  so 
many. 


Some  half  million  fry  have  been  distributed,  or 
planted,  in  the  Dee  from  the  hatchery  belonging  to 
the  Fishery  Board.  Another  half  million  are  in  the 
rearing  pond.  The  fry  were  taken  to  Aboyne,  and 
hence  put  into  the  Tana  and  other  streams  thereabout, 
so  that  the  idea  that  all  these  fry  are  "  planted  "  on 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  river  is  quite  erroneous. 


The  grouse  prospects  for  the  "  Twelfth  "  are  not  so 
bright  as  they  might  have  been.  This  will  make  those 
who  have  a  bit  of  fishing  attached  stick  to  it  all  the 
close]-.  Special  Scotch. 


AUGUST   BANK  HOLIDAY 
AERANGEMENTS. 


The  Great  Eastern  Railway  announce  that  in  addi- 
tion to  the  tourist,  fortnightly,  Friday  or  Saturday  to 
Monday,  Tuesday,  or  Wednesday,  etc., tickets,  which  are 
issued  from  Liverpool-street  and  their  other  London  and 
suburban  stations  to  the  East  and  North-East  Coasts 
and  the  Norfolk  Broads  district  (Yarmouth,  Lowes- 
toft, Cromer,  Mundesley,  Southend-on-Sea,  Clacton, 
Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixstowe, 
Aldeburgh,  Southwold,  Hunstanton,  Scarborough, 
Whitby,  Bridlington,  etc.),  they  will  issue  cheap 
excursion  tickets  to-day  (Aug.  2)  to  Lincoln,  Don- 
caster,  York,  Scarborough,  Whitby,  Leeds,  Bradford, 
Wakefield,  Manchester,  Sheffield,  Hull,  Edwinstone 
(for  the  Dukeries),  Chesterfield,  Durham,  Newcastle, 
etc.  Tickets  (ordinary,  excursion,  etc.)  for  use  on 
forward  dates  can  be  obtained  at  Liverpool-street 
Station  ;  at  the  Great  Eastern  American  rendezvous, 
2,  Cockspur-street,  S.W.  ;  and  at  the  Company's 
various  City,  West  End,  and  other  booking  offices  ;  and 
at  51,  New  Oxford-street,  W.C. ;  215,  Edgware-road, 
W. ;  and  120,  Brompton-road,  S.W.  Believing  and 
special  trains  will  be  run  on  Saturday  to  Southend-on- 
Sea,  Colchester,  Clacton,  Walton,  Ipswich,  Felixstowe, 
Norwich,  Cromer,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Cambridge, 
Lynn,  etc.  Midnight  trains,  for  the  accommodation 
of  persons  detained  at  business  until  late  in  the  evening 
on  Saturday,  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  12  3  for 
Chelmsford,  Colchester,  and  Clacton  (fast  supper-car 
train),  and  at  12.25  for  Harwich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowes- 
toft, via  Ipswich,  calling  at  the  principal  intermediate 
stations.  Excursion  tickets  are  issued  daily  from 
Liverpool  Street  and  certain  other  London  and  Sub- 
urban Stations,  to  Southend-on-Sea,  Burnham-on- 
Crouch,  Clacton,  Walton,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Brox- 
bourne.  Rye  House  and  Epping  Forest  (Chingford, 
Loughton,  etc ),  and  in  addition  to  these  there  will, 
on  Bank  Holiday,  be  special  day  trips  from  Liverpool 
Street,  St.  Pancras,  Kentish  Town  and  Hackney 
Downs  to  Hertford,  Cambridge  and  Ely ;  also  trips 
for  one,  three  or  five  days  from  Liverpool  Street  to 
Yarmouth,  and  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town  to 
Yarmouth,  Cromer  and  Mundesley-on-Sea.  A  special 
service  of  trains  will  run  from  Liverpool  Street  to 
Chingford,  Loughton,  Broxbourne  and  Rye  House, 
from  Fenchurch  Street  to  Chingford  and  Loughton, 
and  from  Gospel  Oak  to  Chingford.  Several  of  the 
usual  up  morning  expresses  (including  the  7  a.m. 
restaurant-car  express  from  Cromer,  7.25  a.m.  from 
Yarmouth,  7.30  a.m.  from  Lowestoft,  and  7.10  a.m. 
from  Felixstowe)  will  not  run  on  Bank  Holiday,  but 
will  run  instead  on  Tuesday,  Aug.  5,  on  which  day 
restaurant  cars  will  also  run  on  the  7.40  a.m.  from 
Clacton.  Restaurant  cars  run  every  week-day  on  the 
trains  leaving  Liverpool-street  at  4.55  p.m.  for  Norwich 
and  Cromer,  and  at  5.0  p.m.  for  Yarmouth,  and  on  the 
up-trains  leaving  Cromer  at  8.0  a.m.,  and  Yarmouth  at 
8.20  a.m. 


A  DART  CONSERVATOR  FINED  FOR 
ILLEGAL  USE  OF  THE  GAFF. 


At  the  Ashburton  Petty  Sessions,  on  July  22,  a  case 
which  has  excited  much  interest  was  heard.  Mr. 
Edwin  Tucker,  of  that  town,  and  a  member  of  the 
Dart  Board  of  Conservators,  was  summoned  by  Mr.  A. 
M.  Champernowne,  of  Dartington,  for  a  breach  of  the 
bye-laws  by  using  a  gafi  for  taking  salmon  on  March  23. 
Mr.  Kellock  appeared  for  the  prosecution,  Mr.  E. 
Hutchings  for  the  defence.  Mr.  Kellock  said  the  case 
had  been  before  the  Dart  Conservators,  who,  after 
hearing  certain  explanations,  had  thought  fit  not  to 
prosecute.  They  were  not  a  judicial  body,  however, 
and  Mr.  Champernowne —who  had  not  the  slightest 
ill-feeling  in  the  matter— solely  as  a  matter  of  principle 
had  availed  himself  of  his  right  to  prosecute,  his 
contention  being  that  if  Mr.  Tucker  could  with 
impunity  gaff  in  the  way  he  had  done  anyone  could  do 
so,  and  the  bye-law  would  be  practically  useless.  Mr. 
C.  Windeatt,  clerk  to  the  Conservators,  produced  a 
copy  of  the  bye-laws,  which  were  made  in  1875.  In 
reply  to  Mr.  Hutchings,  witness  stated  that  the  deci- 
sion of  the  board  not  to  prosecute  was  arrived  at  by 
the  casting  vote  of  the  chairman  ;  but  the  board  after- 
wards rescinded  the  resolution,  and,  on  a  motion  to 
prosecute,  an  amendment  was  carried  that  the 
defendant  should  pay  £1.  That  sum  had  been  handed 
over  to  the  Ashburton  Cottage  Hospital.  In  answer  to 
Mr.  Kellock,  Mr.  Windeatt  said  Mr.  Tucker  was 
present  and  took  part  in  the  proceedings,  and,  on 
attention  being  called  to  this,  Mr.  Tucker. replied  that 
his  informer  was  doing  the  same.  William  Coaker 
and  Rev.  C.  Forster  gave  evidence  as  to  the  gaffing  the 
salmon  ;  and  William  Partridge,  who  was  summoned 
for  aiding  and  abetting  Mr.  Tucker,  was  called  by  Mr. 
Kellock.  He  stated  that  the  gaff  with  which  defendant 
took  the  salmon  was  taken  by  Mr.  Tucker  from  his 
pocket.  Mr.  Kellock  withdrew  the  summons  against 
Partridge.  Mr.  Hutchings,  in  defence,  said  it  was  a 
pity  the  proceedings  were  taken.     The  Board  of  Con- 
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TORTOISE-SHELL 


Established 
1790. 


MIXTURE 

All  that  a  Perfect  Pipe  Tobacco  should  be. 


i-lb.  Tins, 
1/8. 


W.  A.  i&  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN,  Ipswich,  London,  and  Norwich. 


NOW  READY. 

RUDYARD  KIPLING'S  NEW  STORY 

A  new  Story  by  Eudyard  Kipling  is  to  appear  in  the  Fiction  Number,  i.e.,  the 
August  Number  of  Scribiirr's  Magazine,  and  it  is  said  to  be  one  of  tlie  boldest  and 
most  brilliant  expressions  of  Mr.  Kipling's  genius  that  his  pen  has  ever  produced. 
With  the  exception  of  a  few  sketches  relating  to  experiences  in  South  Africa  no 
short  story  has  come  from  Mr.  Kipling  for  several  years,  and  he  has  produced  no 
story  of  this  rank  in  a  much  longer  time.  The  title,  "  Wireless,"  gives  a  hint  as  to 
the  modem  developments  in  electric  phenomena  that  suggested  the  story  to 
Mr.  Kipling,  but  it  contains  in  it  no  intimation  of  the  originality  and  skill  with 
which  he  has  worked  it  out,  and  yet  no  other  title  could  describe  so  exactly  the 
extraordinary  psychological  situation  that  forms  the  main  incident  of  the  tale. 

With  this  story  as  a  leader  the  Fiction  Number  of  Scribnei-'s  Magazine  will 
carry  a  cargo  rich  in  notable  things,  other  contributors  being  James  M.  Barrie, 
Richard  Harding  Davis,  F.  Hopkinson  Smith,  Edith  Wharton,  and  A.  T. 
Quiller-Couch. 

THE  LITTLE  WHITE  BIRD 

By  J.  M.  BARRIE. 

A  tender,  fanciful,  poetic  story,  with  a  novelty  of  conception  and  a  range  also 
of  humour  and  pathos  for  which  even  Mr.  Barrie  has  not  prepared  his  readers. 
The  scene  is  laid  in  London,  and  it  has  a  whimsical  Charles-Lamb-like  elderly 
narrator,  who  looks  on  at  the  struggles  of  a  newly-married  couple,  helps  them,  tells 
stories  to  their  child,  and  peoples  Kensington  Gardens  for  his  benefit  with  fancies 
of  fairies  and  birds  after  his  own  whimsical  fashion. 

Contents  of  Scribner's  3Iagazine  Fiction  Number 


Frontispiece— Drawing  to  accompany  "Sind- 

bad  on  Kiinator.  '   How.^KD  PvtE.  Repro- 

dnced  in  colours. 
"Wireless.''  -Rudv'AKD  Kiplino.  IlUistra- 

tiiiiiH  l,v  Y.  C.  YoHX. 
Over  the  Brink.  .Sonnet.  Edith  M.  Thomas. 
Engine  No.  8.     Poem.     C'AROLINK  DUER. 

Illustrations  in  colours  liy  ¥.  C.  YoHJJ ;  with 

sketches  by  Georgk  Wright. 
Sindbad  on  Burra.tor.    A.  T.  Quillkr- 

CoucH,         lUustrHtioiis  by  Howard  PyLE, 

re[iroduced  in  colours. 
The  Little  White  Bird ;  or,  .Adventures  in 

Kensington    Gardens.     CHAPTER.S  I— V. 

{T'>  he  Conthivd.)  .r.  II.  Barrie. 
A  Break  in  Training:.    Arthur  Ruhl. 

Illustrations     hy     Howard  Chandler 

Chhistv,  reproduced  in  colours. 
The  Fortunes  o-f  Oliver  Horn.  CHAP- 

TEPcS    -XXIll.— X.XV.      (CondiKlnl.)  F. 

Hi'i'Klxsi'S    Smith.        Illustrations  by 

W.M.TKK  AlM'I.KTON  (.'LARK. 

The  Grand-fathers  of  Bob.  Marv  R.  S. 
Andrews.    Illustrations  by  A.  B.  Frost. 


Chieftain— A  Story  of  the  Heavy  Draught 
Service.  Sewell  Ford,  Author  of 
"  Skipper.  '  Illustrations  by  Frederic  Dorr 
Steele,  reproduced  in  colours. 

A  Midsummer  Week's  Dream— August 
in  Italy.  EDITH  M'HARTO.v.  Illustrations 
by  E.  C.  Peixottk. 

Captain   Macklin— His   Memoirs.  V. 

(To    hi:    coildiulcd.)       RICHARD  HARDING 

Davis,    Illustration  by  Walter  Appleton 

CLARK. 

An  Idyl  of  the  Wood.  Poem.  Arthur 
Cui.tox. 

Frank  B.  Stockton.  An  Unpublished  Por- 
trait by  Dora  Wheeler  Keith.  With 
Sketches  of  .Mr.  Stockton's  Former  Home  at 
Convent,  N..J.,  by  A.  B.  FROST. 

The  Stranger  Child.  Poem.  .Joski'hine 
Dodge  Daskam. 

The  Point  of  View— THE  PASSING  OF 
THE  INDIVIDUAL— A  FOREIGN  ACCENT. 

The  Field  of  Art  —  ARTISTIC  PHOTO- 
GRAPHY ONCE  MORE.  Illustrations  from 
Photographs  by  .1.  B.  Carri.ngtox. 


LONDON:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  LIMITED. 

New  York  :  CHARLES  SCRIBNER  S  SONS. 

THE   CHESS   RIVER  TROUT  FARM. 


BROWN  TROUT  &  RAINBOW  TROUT. 

Bookings  are  Now  being  taken  for  the  AUTUMN  DELIVERY. 
For  Prices  and  advice,  apply  to  A.  R.  PEART,  CHORLEY  WOOD,  HERTS. 


THE  SPECKLED 
BROOK  TROUT 

Edited  and  Illustrated  by 

LOUIS  RHEAD. 
16/-  net. 

XOKDOR : 

HaMMOH  LOW.MarSTOS  <fe  COMPANT.Ltd 
Ht.  Dunatan'n  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


KEATINC'S 
POWDER 
KILLS 


BUGS 
FLEAS 
FLIES 
BEETLES 


TlNS3d.6d.U-BELL0WS  9d. 


BEMETBINK 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites 

At  Loivest  Net  Cash  I* rices. 

TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/-  per  doz. 

A  SPECIALITY. 

CHUB,  LOCH  and  SEA  TROUT  FLIES,  1/6  per  doz. 
SALMON  FLIES  (tied  to  order),  1/-  to  1/6  each. 


V- 
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GREENHEART  ROD,  11  ft.  (3  joints),  balanced  butt 
QREENHEART  CYCLE  ROD,  9  ft.  (5  joints) . . 
SPLIT  CANE  ROD,  10  ft.  (3  joints),  2  tops,  Cork  Grip, 

grooved  wood  case,  in  bag  complete  . .        . .         . .  11/6 

BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED 

QREENHEART  FLY  ROD,  2  tops,  top  case. 
Snake  Rings,  Universal  Winch  Fittings,  10  ft., 

II  ft.  or  12  ft  

BEST   ENGLISH   MADE   SPLIT  CANE  FLY  ROD, 

2  tops,  top  case,  serrated  ferrules,  spiral  lock  joints, 

Cork  Grip,  10  ft.,  11  ft.  or  12  ft  

If  with  Steel  Centre     . .        . .        . .        . .  extra 

y,B. — All  Rods  are  priced  complete  with  Bags, 


21/- 


75/- 
20/- 


WADING  NETS,  with  clip,  from  5/6  each  complete. 
FINE,   NATURAL,   MEDIUM   and   STRONG  CASTS, 
3  yds.,  6d.,  8d.  and  9d.  each. 
"HERCULES"  CASTS,  all  sizes,  8d.  each. 

Mention  "Fishing  Gazette." 


CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.€: 


rOVR  OUTFIT  IS  NOT  COMPLETE 
WITHOUT  A  PACKET  OF 

KING'S  NATURAL  BAIT 

25  YEARS'  test  has  proved  it  to  be  the 
MOST  SUCCESSFUL  for  all  fish  taking 
paste  bait.  Two  colours.  White  and 
Pink.    Sticks  well  on  the  hook. 

Packets  3d.  and  6d.  each.    If  by  post, 
postage  extra. 

CEROLEUM. 

The  best  DRESSING  for  Lines  known. 
Easily  applied.  No  stickiness  or  peeling, 
prevents  kinking,  lasts  two  seasons. 
Packets  6d.  &  Is.  each;  postage  extra. 


Of  all  TACKLE  DEALEKS,  or  from  the  Uaker, 
WII^X^IAIME  KING, 

Chemist,  Woodlands,  St,  John's,  Ipswich. 


GISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


SALMON  &  SEA  TROUT  FISHING 
IN  DONEGAL. 

WANTED,  Two  or  Three  Rods  to  join 
Advertiser  for  sixteen  days — to  start  on 
August  14.  Terms :  15  guineas  for  six- 
teen days  per  rod,  including  railway 
fare,  hotel  expenses,  fishing  license,  cars, 
attendance,  and  salmon  and  trout  flies. 
— For  further  particulars  apply  to  "  H.," 
Florence  Villa,  West  Green,  London,  N, 
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servators  were  appointed  according  to  law,  and  if  they 
were  not  competent  to  deal  with  the  fishing  of  the 
river,  and  the  cases  that  come  under  their  notice,  no 
other  person  was  competent  to  do  so.  If  the  bench 
were  going  to  say  by  their  judgment  that  the  Con- 
servators were  to  be  interfered  with  when  they 
considered  cases  on  their  merits,  there  would  be  no 
end  of  such  prosecutions.  This  was  not  a  flagrant 
case  of  poaching,  and  he  contended  that  the  penalty 
already  paid  by  Mr.  Tucker  was  ample.  The  bench 
inflicted  a  fine  of  Is.  with  2  guineas  Qosts.—Fiekl. 


^oUin^^        ti)c  ii^ag. 

Bring  your  line  to  the  wall,  not  tlie  wall  fo  the  line. 


Thames  Fishing  Rights. 
Sir  Roger  Palmer's  claim  to  the  fishery  rights  on 
the  Thames  between  Maidenhead  Bridge  and  Cookham, 
and  an  injunction  restraining  James  Andrews  from 
angling  in  these  waters,  was  resumed  in  the  Chancery 
Division  on  Wednesday  before  Mr.  Justice  Swinfen 
Eady.  Mr.  Abinger  opened  the  defence.  Andrews 
did  not  attempt  to  set  up  a  right  to  fish  this  stretch 
either  for  himself  or  the  general  public.  But  he  claimed 
that  before  he  could  be  turned  out  Sir  Roger  Palmer 
must  show  that  he  was  the  proper  person  to  turn  him 
out.  A  map  of  the  river  at  Maidenhead,  made  in  the 
reign  of  King  Charles  I.,  was  produced  in  order  to 
show  that  before  Boulter's  Lock  was  made,  and  when 
the  fishing  rights  were  granted,  the  river  flowed  in  a 
different  channel.  It  was  stated  that  there  was  no 
entry  in  the  rate  books  of  the  parish  to  show  that  Sir 
Roger  had  ever  paid  rates  in  respect  of  the  fisheries 
which  he  claimed.  Evidence  was  given  to  show  that 
up  to  last  year  there  had  been  no  interruption  of  the 
public  use  of  the  waters,  and  Andrews  said  he  had 
been  employed  by  Sir  Roger  himself  to  take  him  out 
fishing  in  them.  Samuel  Rose,  a  boat  builder,  said  he 
had  fished  there  every  day  for  six  months  without 
interference. 

***** 

"  I  suppose  you  caught  something?  "  asked  his  lord- 
ship. "  Rather  I  "  exclaimed  the  witness.  "  Why,  we 
got  forty  pound  of  pike  in  an  hour.  Then  we  fished  five 
days  running  without  catching  anything.  After  that 
we  hooked  twenty-eight  jack  in  one  day  and  returned 
seventeen."  In  closing  the  defence  Mr.  Abinger  claimed 
that  Sir  Roger  had  abandoned  his  right.  "  To  the 
public  ?  "  blandly  asked  the  Jadge.  "I  don't  go  so  far 
as  that,"  said  counsel.  "  I  say  he  abandoned  the 
right." 

***** 

On  Thursday,  July  31,  Mr.  Justice  Swinfen  Eady 
disposed  of  the  action  brought  by  Sir  Roger  Palmer 
against  Andrews.  His  lordship  found  that  the  plaintiff 
had  clearly  established  his  right,  and  granted  a 
declaration  for  an  injunction  against  the  defendant, 
with  costs. 


How  changed,  how  changed,  how  little  changed  1 

Myself  and  these  dear  haunts  of  eld— 
These  fields,  where  I  a  schoolboy  ranged ; 

Not  one  familiar  tree  is  fell'd  ; 
'Tia  all  the  same— the  garden  wall 

Blooms  with  the  selfsame  blossoms  still ; 
The  old  brook  murmuring  round  the  Hall, 
Seeks  still  the  same  old  water-mill. 

Oh,  changed  I  oh,  changed  !  yet  little  changed  ! 
O  earth  1  0  sky  !  how  little  changed  I 

— CoTSwoLD  IsYS,  in  "  Lyra  Piscatoria." 


Mr.  (>.  A.  W.  Griffiths,  of  the  Frensham  Pond 
Hotel  (near  Farnham,  Surrey),  writes  : — "  You  will  be 
pleased  to  hear  that  my  trout  water  is  still  yielding 
well  and  affording  capital  sport.  Two  well-known  fly 
fishers  staying  here  last  week  succeeded  in  rising  and 
landing  several  good  fish  daily,  one  in  particular 
getting  fish  of  IJlb.,  lib.,  and  fib.,  and  other  nice  fish. 
There  was  also  seen  and  hooked  (but  left  behind  for 
future  sport)  a  fine  fish  of  between  21b.  and  31b  I" 
[As  Lytton,  in  the  "  Lady  of  Lyons,"  says  :  "  Dost 
thou  like  the  picture  ?  "  I  dust ;  and,  dust  or  no  dust, 
I  must  revisit  this  charming  spot,  where  there  is  such 
good  coarse  and  fine  fishing  to  be  obtained.  Will 
report  later.  Who  knows?  I  may  land  the 
3-pounder  I] 


A  St.  John's  Wood  Piscatorial  writes  :— "  It  has 
been  stated  that  the  fishing  at  Rickmans  worth  known 
as  Hutchin's  water  was  only  to  be  fished  by  daily 
tickets  obtainable  at  Is.  per  day  from  the  Railway 
Hotel.  I  wish  to  correct  this  by  stating  that  the 
water  is  still  free  for  all." 


I  HEAR  from  Mr.  G.  H.  Franklin  that  Master  C. 
Eldridge  had  another  bream  at  Pulborough  this  week. 
There  are  plenty  of  other  good  fish  being  taken  down 
there.  Eldridge's  annual  competition  will  take  place 
at  Amberley  on  Aug.  17.  Full  list  of  prizes  will  bo 
published  next  week;  entrance  Cd.,  which  will  be 
added  to  the  prize  list, 


Mr.  V.  Wrigglfsworth,  fishing  recently  in  the 
Medway,  could  not  get  on  with  the  bream,  so  he 
thought  he  would  try  a  new  bait  which  he  saw 
advertised— the  Mussel  Bait  for  pike,  perch,  etc.  He 
tried  it  and  caught  one  jack  out  of  two  runs  in  half-an- 
hour,  when  he  lost  his  spinner  in  a  weed.  He  tried 
the  perch  size,  and  at  the  first  cast  landed  a  perch  of 
fib.  For  the  benefit  of  his  brother  anglers  he  pro- 
nounces the  Mussel  Bait,  invented  by  Captain  John 
Lee,  a  valuable  acquisition  to  any  angler's  stock. 


Mr.  P.  H.  Mills,  writing  from  "  The  Perry,"  Horn- 
ing, Norfolk,  says  :  "  Whilst  fishing  at  Hcrning  Ferry 
on  July  12,  with  Mr.  C.  Bacon,  I  took  a  perch  of  3Jlb^ 
with  Brown  Paste  on  a  gut  ledger,  and  about  an  hour 
later  Mr.  Bacon  took  one  also  with  same  bait  of  21b. 
We  had  several  good  roach,  the  largest  l|lb.,  and 
none  under  lib.,  and  together  with  the  bream,  the 
largest  just  over  31b.,  we  had  aliout  3  stone  of  fisb. 
Some  very  fine  fish  have  been  taken  by  some  of  the 
visitors  at  the  Ferry,  a  lady  at  the  house  having  taken 
a  roach  of  21b.  which,  together  with  the  3Jlb.  perch, 
is  being  set  up. 


The  Trouting  Season. 

Now  to  the  brooks 

And  far-off  nooks 
The  fishermen  are  going, 

Each  feeling  sure 

That  he'll  secure 
Some  beauties  well  worth  showing. 

The  trudge  is  long, 

But  legs  are  strong. 
And,  though  there's  frequent  stumbling, 

The  fishermen 

Push  on  again 
And  never  think  of  grumbling. 

At  last  they  look 

Upon  the  brook 
That's  just  the  place  for  trouting ; 

The  poles  are  fixeS, 

The  lines  unmixed. 
And  luck  not  one  is  doubting. 

They  decorate 

With  tempting  bait 
The  hooks  with  which  they're  fishing  ; 

Then  here  and  there 

With  greatest  care 
The  lines  are  soon  sent  swishing. 

They  swish  and  swish. 

But  nary  fish 
Is  to  the  surface  rising  ; 

They  try  and  try, 

And  then  they  sigh 
O'er  failure  so  surprising. 

To  other  brooks 

And  other  nooks 
Their  toilsome  way  they're  wending. 

But  not  a  trout 

Can  they  yank  out. 
Though  oft  the  lines  they're  sending. 

They  fish  away 

Till  end  of  day. 
And  then  they're  homeward  going ; 

They  try  to  grin 

While  yarns  they  spin. 
But  not  one  trout  they're  showing. 

— Pittsburg  Chronicle-Telegraph. 


Mr.  John  0.  George,  of  Beche-road,  Cambridge, 
sends  the  following  cutting  from  the  Cambridge  Express: 
"  The  members  of  the  Jolly  Anglers'  Society  of  Cam- 
bridge cry  aloud  for  vengeance  upon  the  authorities 
responsible  for  the  dastardly  netting  which  is 
being  carried  on  in  the  free  waters  fished  by  them. 
Prompt  steps  must  be  taken  in  order  to  protect  the 
rivers  at  Earith  Bridge,  the  Old  West,  and  Ely,  from 
the  invasion  of  the  poacher,  or  the  rivers  will  soon  be 
depleted  of  their  best  fish.  On  Ely  waters  it  is  no 
uncommon  thing  to  see  trimmers  laid  for  pike.  Surely 
the  Ely  anglers,  members  of  an  afliliated  club,  could 
assist  in  checking  this  open  poaching  disgrace.  At  a 
recent  meeting  the  treasurer  of  the  Cambridge  Jolly 
Anglers  complained  of  the  wholesale  poaching  which 
he  had  seen,  and  asked  the  committee  to  take  some 
steps  to  abate  this  nuisance.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the 
members  of  the  club  will  press  this  matter  upon  the 
committee  and  insist  upon  their  not  relaxing  their 
efforts  in  dealing  with  this  subject,  but  endeavour  to 
bring  the  offenders  before  the  justices,  so  that  the  fish 
are  legally  protected,  especially  when  kindred  clubs 
have  a  separated  netting  fund  for  the  protection  of 
free  waters  fished  by  them.  In  conclusion,  I  have  no 
personal  objection  to  the  cast-net  if  only  used  for  bait 
purposes  in  the  proper  season,  which  the  law  permits." 


Book  Buyer  :  "  My  boy,  have  you  '  Lea  Mis6r- 
ables  '  ?  "  Book  Boy  !  "  No,  sir,  I  ain't ;  but — (confi- 
dentially)— I  think  the  guv'ner's  got  'em," 


I  hear  the  Lychnobites  had  a  most  exciting  time  of 
it  at  Southend  on  Saturday  last.  The  occasion  was 
their  Summer  Competition,  with  dinner  at  "Trie 
Ship  "  in  the  evening.  Very  rough  weather  prevailed, 
and  the  well  known  boatman  Mr.  Sid  Cotgrove,  who 
was  in  charge  of  the  party,  was  the  means  of  rescuing 
two  persons  from  a  capsized  boat,  he  and  his  assistant 
afterwards  being  compelled  to  board  another  yacht  to 
save  it  from  collapse.  I  was  pleased  to  hear  a  sub- 
stantial collection  was  made  for  them.  The  Mick  was 
one  of  the  party  and  actually  managed  to  win  the 
Competition,  with  Mr.  Gus  Cannell  second  and  Mr. 
Geo.  Martin  third. 


The  City  Police  Fete,  appointed  for  Saturday  next, 
Aug.  9th,  has  been  postponed  until  Aug.  16th.  Th<i 
whole  programme  is  elaborate  in  the  extreme,  and  I 
wish  it  every  success. 


It  appears  that  extraordinary  catches  of  grey  mullet 
are  being  made  off  Southend  Pier.  Members  of  the 
Southend  Sea  Anglers'  Society  have  caught  fisli 
weighing  from  41b.  to  Gib.  each,  and  there  is  such  a 
profusion  that  at  low  tide  visitors  have  been  feeding 
visible  shoals  with  cake  from  near  the  pier  piles. 


"  FiSHIN  ci  in  the  river  Liffey,"  says  the  Daily 
Express,  "  is  not  unattended  by  danger,  judging  by 
an  adventure  that  has  just  befallen  two  followers  of 
the  gentle  art.  Captain  Hall  was  angling  in  the  well- 
known  stream  some  miles  above  Dublin,  and  finally 
located  himself  on  an  island.  There  he  fished  in 
comfort  for  some  time,  but  found  when  he  wished  to 
leave  that  the  river  had  suddenly  risen  owing  to  rains 
in  the  Wicklow  Mountains,  and  so  cut  off  his  retreat. 
Help  arrived,  however,  after  some  time,  a  rope  was 
thrown  to  the  captain,  and  this  he  tied  round  his 
waist.  Then,  with  his  clothes  strapped  to  his  back, 
he  was  hauled  in  triumph  across  the  swollen  stream. 
Another  Dublin  gentleman  got  into  a  similar  predica- 
ment while  fishing  higher  up  the  river  the  same 
evening,  and  was  rescued  with  some  difficulty." 


A  Fisherman's  Boy. 

Down  on  the  string-piece  perhaps  you'll  find  him. 

Sturdy  a"nd  brave  and  brown. 
Leaving  the  world  and  its  cares  behind  him, 

Up  in  the  fishing-town ; 
O/er  and  over  his  old  hooks  baiting. 
Just  for  a  flounder  or  two  in  waiting. 
If  he's  not  there,  then  he's  in  his  glory, 

Off  in  the  outer  bay, 
Paidling  about  in  a  patched-up  dory 

Half  of  a  summer's  day ; 
Prouds't  of  captains  and  crews  together. 
Gathering  cargoes  in  any  weather. 

Out  before  daylight  in  every  season, 

Down  to  the  waterside. 
Truly  forecasting  with  sailors'  reason 

Weather,  and  wind  and  tide; 
Happy,  contented  and  glad  sea-rover. 
Living  the  days  of  his  grandsires  over. 

— Youth's  Companion, 


In  the  notice  of  the  Wimbledon  Tournament  in  our 
issue  of  July  26  it  was  stated  that  Mr.  F.  H.  Clay,  of 
Carter  and  Peek's,  tacklemakers  (of  40,  Gray's  Inn- 
road)  was  to  be  one  of  the  judges  on  August  13,  1902. 
This  is  a  mistake ;  it  should  be  "Carter  and  Co.,"  of 
187,  St.  John-street-road,  not  "  Carter  and  Peek."  It 
may  be  mentioned  that  no  competitor  can  take  more 
than  one  first  prize  and  two  seconds.  Tickets  for 
admission  will  be  out  this  week. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central 
Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs  will  take  place 
at  the  Bedford  Head,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  on 
Monday  evening,  August  11,    Commence  at  8.30. 


Messrs.  Jarrold  and  Sons,  10  and  11,  Warwick- 
lane,  E.C.,  'are  publishing  in  the  course  of  the  next 
few  days  a  sixpenny  edition,  entitled  "  Angling  Done 
Here,"  by  W.  Carter-Platts,  author  of  "  Chiefly  Uncle 
Parker,"  "  The  Tuttlebury  Tales,"  etc.  "  Angling 
Done  Here,"  on  its  first  issue,  in  more  expensive  form, 
quickly  passed  through  several  editions,  and  this 
edition  is  the  result  of  numerous  inquiries  for  a  reprint 
in  cheaper  form. 


Now  I  know  this  is  all  right,  because  I  was  down 
at  Deal  at  the  time.  A  benevolent  gentleman,  hearing 
that  a  fisherman  had  been  drowned,  and  his  boat  lost, 
called  upon  the  widow  and  gave  her  a  smack. 


One  of  the  jokes  of  the  trade  is  that  somebody  has 
invented  a  net  to  catch  shad  and  leave  the  bones 
behind,  but  this  fabrication  is  matched  by  the  tale 
that  a  fisherman  has  evolved  a  way  to  catch  boneless 
cod.  The  accomplishment  of  either  would  mean  a 
life  in  clover  for  tl^e  inventor.  Dragnet. 
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micst  arrive  bij  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Gun  Society  fished  their  annual  contest  on 
July  27  at  Tewkesbury,  when  over  two  hundred 
members  competed  for  a  very  valuable  collection  of 
prizes.  The  contest  was  of  three  hours'  duration,  and 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  263  members  succeeded  in 
taking  fish.  The  three  first  prize-winners  are  in  the 
order  named — Mr.  Salt,  Mr.  Twigg,  and  Mr.  Bolton. 
The  prizes  will  be  distributed  at  the  nest  general 
meeting  of  the  society.  The  Travellers'  Best 
Society  fished  their  contest  in  the  Severn  at 
Upton-on-Severn.  Forty-eight  members  took  part, 
and  the  takes  of  fish  were  far  above  the  average. 
As  the  members  weighed  in  over  501b.  of  fish 
up  to  the  association  limit,  the  result  of  the 
weighing  in  is  that  the  following  members  took  the 
first  six  prizes :  Messrs.  A.  Barlow,  Woodward, 
Eaves,  Smith,  B.  Egerton,  and  G.  Squires.  Sport  has 
been  very  good  lately  on  all  our  Midland  rivers.  On 
the  Avon  the  roach  and  bream  have  been  biting  freely, 
and  heavy  catches  have  been  had  from  the 
Stratford  district  from  the  Corporation  waters, 
and  also  from  the  Eckington,  Defford,  and  Bredon 
districts.  Things  are  improving  on  the  Severn,  in  fact 
the  fishing  has  not  been  so  good  for  years.  In  the 
Kemsey  district  some  excellent  sport  has  been 
obtained.  Some  good  fish  have  been  taken  from  the 
river  Anker  by  the  St.  George's  and  Birmingham 
Heath  members.  Roach  fishing  has  been  good  at  the 
Harbome  reservoir,  and  some  fine  fish  have  been  taken 
from  Earlswood  reservoir  during  the  past  week.  A  few 
good  tench  have  been  taken  from  the  Spade  Mill  pool  at 
Sutton.  A  good  catch  of  bream  was  taken  from 
Bracebridge  pool,  Sutton,  last  week,  the  largest  fish 
being  over  ijlb.  A  member  of  the  Oldbury  Club  took 
some  very  good  perch  from  Tilford  pool.  Powell's 
pool  at  Sutton  has  also  been  fished  with  good  results ; 
the  perch  have  been  well  on  the  feed  here. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  waters  are  now  running  low  and  clear,  which 
has  put  a  check  on  sport.  Bream  are  not  giving  good 
sport,  the  only  noteworthy  captures  being  made  on 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  Witham.  A  few  nice  roach 
have  been  captured  in  the  Tattershall,  Kirkstead,  and 
Dogdyke  districts,  but  generally  speaking  sport  has 
been  disappointing.  Fortyfoot  anglers  have  not  had  a 
particularly  brilliant  time,  and  until  the  river  has 
been  thoroughly  roded  it  will  not  be  possible  to  angle 
successfully  from  the  banks.  Eels  have  certainly  been 
active,  and  good  bags  have  been  made.  Just  now 
tench  are  showing  some  sport,  and  those  who  have 
been  at  work  in  the  early  morning  have  taken  fish  up 
to  31b.  The  reports  from  the  Welland  show  that,  as 
elsewhere,  some  rain  is  wanted  to  alter  the  conditions. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  has  been  very  fair  during  the  week  on  most  of 
our  local  waters,  and  at  Bubwith  and  Menthorpe  on 
the  Derwent  both  good  roach  and  bream  and  odd 
barbel  have  been  taken.  At  Newport  and  Staddle- 
thorpe,  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  some  very 
good  catches  of  roach  and  bream  have  been  met  with. 
The  St.  Andrew's  Angling  Association  fished  a  match 
near  Newport,  Mr.  A.  Croker  securing  first  prize  with 
5Jlb.,  and  the  Victoria  Angling  Society,  fishing  near 
Staddlethorpe  Bridge,  had  fairly  good  sport,  Mr.  Geo. 
Charlton  being  first  prize-winner  with  51b.  3Joz.  The 
River  Hull,  Driffield  Canal,  Fradingbam  Beck,  and 
other  local  waters  are  in  first-class  condition.  During 
the  week  sport  haa  been  fairly  good  both  among  trout 
and  coarse  fish.  In  the  tidal  waters  some  grand 
roach  and  bream  are  now  being  taken  with  paste  off 
the  bottom,  Messrs.  J.  Cheeseman,  T.  Hunter  and 
others  showing  some  very  good  samples  during  the  week. 
Sport  on  the  river  Ancholme  continues  first  class, 
bcth  at  Ferriby  Sluice,  Brigg,  and  the  intermediate 
stations,  and  both  large  roach,  bream,  perch,  and  eels 
taken.  The  Ludd  \i  in  grand  trim,  especially  for 
match  fishing,  the  ground  running  very  even  for  each 
competitor.  The  Hull  Roach  and  Dace  Club  opened 
their  season  at  Firebeacon  on  July  24,  some  very  good 
sport  amongst  roach  being  had.  Mr.  W.  Crossland 
secured  the  first  prize  with  71b,  9oz. ;  T.  Bardsley, 
Eecond,  61b.  8oz. ;  R.  H.  Barlow,  third,  Gib.  5Joz, ; 
and  R.  P.  Holmes,  fourth,  51b.  14oz. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Once  again  our  rivers  appear  to  have  returned  to 
the  old  style,  and  fishing  only  so-so.  Even  recent 
rams  do  not  appear  to  have  done  them  much  good. 
The  first  prizeman  in  the  Tyldesley  Association  match 
on  Saturday  last  was  Mr.  J.  Charlson.  The  West 
Gorton  Central  Angling  Society  fished  their  first  match 
»t  Irlam  on  July  20,  Mr.  W.  Chegwin  securing  the  first 
prize.  The  Openshaw,  Bradford,  and  Clayton  Asso- 
ciation are  due  at  Saxelby  on  Aug.  17,  and  the  Openshaw 
Centrals  at  Althoipe  on  the  24th.  The  I'.ollin  is  much 
unproved  by  rain,  and  on  July  26  received  about  5,0Oq 


nice  trout  averaging  6in.  long  (many  to  8in.)  from  the 
Warrington  hatchery.  They  were  a  mixed  lot  of 
farios,  Loch  Levens,  and  rainbows.  The  rearing 
ponds  have  been  stored  again  with  fry  hatched  out  a 
few  months  ago. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

We  have  had  many  very  disappointing  and  un- 
interesting periods  during  the  past  few  years,  but 
perhaps  noue  more  so  than  the  present.  Mr.  W.  S. 
Nightingale  sends  a  supplementary  report  of  his 
doings  in  North  Wales — one  day,  seventy-four  chub 
and  six  dace  ;  another  day,  ninety-six  fish,  various ; 
a  third  day,  sixteen  chub  to  3^1b.  The  Star  Anglers 
have  fished  a  match,  Mr.  A.  Taj  lor  securing  the  first 
prize.  The  draw  for  sections  in  the  eleventh  annual 
Worsley  Canal  Fishery  Championship  Competition 
takes  place  at  the  Blue  Bell  Hotel,  High-street,  on 
Aug.  7.  The  Cornbrook  Angling  Society  have  fished 
first  match,  Mr.  A.  Bright  taking  first  prize.  The 
Duchy  Angling  Society  have  fished  their  sceond  match, 
Mr.  W.  Goodwin  securing  premier  honours.  Our  city 
rods  will  learn  with  regret  of  a  great  affliction  in  the 
home  of  our  old  friend  Mr.  G.  Coddington — poor  George 
is  likely  to  have  a  sad  bereavement. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  expected  change  of  the  Trent  has  not  taken 
place.  Although  a  considerable  quantity  of  rain 
fell  in  the  closing  days  of  the  past  week  the 
river  has  scarcely  undergone  two  inches  altera- 
tion. At  the  period  of  writing  many  parts  were 
fordable  by  the  simple  process  of  doffing  one's 
socks  and  boots.  In  consequence  of  extremely 
boisterous  weather,  high  winds  from  the  south-west, 
anglers  have  fared  badly.  At  Shardlow,  on  July  25, 
Mr.  J.  Birkin  creeled  a  rare  lot  of  roach  with  creed 
wheat,  and  roach  and  dace  with  gentles,  and  I  hear 
that  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  has  taken  some  fine  roach 
with  wheat  in  the  deep  runs  below  Cavendish  Bridge. 
Barbel  fishers,  using  greaves,  have  caught  some  choice 
specimens  in  Clifton  Grove,  and  also  in  the  free  waters 
of  the  city.  The  fish  were  taken  at  night.  In  the 
Grantham  Canal,  Mr.  P.  Wilson  has  killed  eight 
splendid  chub  with  worm,  averaging  31b.  each.  Other 
visitors  have  also  done  well  amongst  roach  and  bream. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  water  in  all  the  streams  is  low  and  clear.  A 
great  number  of  anglers  have  been  out,  and  some 
excellent  sport  enjoyed  among  coarse  fish,  and 
numerous  competitions  have  taken  place.  On  Wednes- 
day the  Upton  A.S.  held  their  second  contest  at 
Hanley  Quay  ;  sport  was  fair,  Mr.  F.  Whitesides  won 
first  prize.  The  Star  A.C,  held  their  first  competition 
on  the  same  afternoon,  selecting  that  part  of  the  river 
above  the  railway  bridge ;  there  was  a  good  muster  of 
members  and  good  sport,  P.  James,  jun  ,  winning  1st 
prize.  The  St.  John's  Club,  Worcester,  had  their 
annual  outing  on  Thursday,  July  24,  at  Hampstall, 
whither  they  were  conveyed  by  steamboat,  and  it  was 
a  great  success ;  the  ladies  of  the  party  only  fished  for 
prizes  given  by  the  club,  Mrs.  Towndrow  being  first 
prize-winner ;  Mrs.  L.  F.  Higgs,  2nd  ;  and  Miss  Filmore, 
8rd.  The  Izaak  Walton  Club  had  their  annual  outing 
on  the  Teme  at  New  Mills  Bridge  on  Thursday,  July  24. 
Unfortunately  sport  was  not  brisk,  and  at  the  weighing 
in  there  were  some  very  light  creels.  On  Saturday, 
the  Fladbury  Angling  Club  fished  their  first  competi- 
tion in  the  Sluice  Meadows  in  the  Avon.  Sport  was 
very  poor,  the  first  prize  being  won  by  Mr.  G.  Roberts. 
The  Tewkesbury  A.  A.  also  held  a  competition  in  the 
Avon  the  same  afternoon,  when  sport  was  very  poor. 
Mr.  C.  Niblett  took  first  prize.  Mr.  J.  Jones,  161b., 
dace  and  chub,  caught  in  the  Teme  ;  Mr.  Phillips,  two 
brown  trout,  five  grayling,  and  twelve  dace  in  the 
same  river  with  the  fly.  At  Upton-on-Severn,  Mr.  A. 
Coombe,  141b.,  and  Mr.  G.  Weston,  121b.,  roach  and 
dace.  Messrs.  R.  Wingfield  and  A.  Day  creels  full 
of  dace  and  roach,  not  a  small  one  among  them.  At 
Kempsey,  the  landlord  of  the  Severn  Trow  Inn  and 
visitors  had  some  very  heavy  takes  of  coarse  fish. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  members  of  the  City  of  York  Angling  Club 
fished  their  first  match  of  the  season  at  Wheldrake  on 
July  26,  by  kind  permission  of  Mr.  Hick,  of  the  lugs 
Manor.  The  weather  was  most  unfavourable.  Tbe 
principal  fish  caught  were  roach,  dace,  and  perch. 
All  the  members  made  a  catch,  A.  Pratt  the  biggest, 
lib.  lljoz.  The  St.  Lawrence  Friendly  A.S.  were  well 
satisfied  with  their  pleasant  excurson  to  Sutton-on- 
Derwent ;  all  but  two  of  the  thirty-five  competitors 
caught  fish,  the  heaviest  weight  falling  to  F.  Brears, 
31b.  9oz.  The  Thirsk  and  Sowerby  yearly  angling  match 
took  place  on  July  26  in  the  Swale,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Skipton  Bridge  and  Catton,  by  kind  permission  of 
the  various  tenants  and  landowners.  There  were 
nearly  fifty  competitors.  The  water  was  in  only 
moderate  trim,  being  for  the  most  of  the  time  rough, 
and  no  large  panniers  were  made.  Thirty  fishermen 
won  prizes,  W.  Wright  leading  the  way  with  2ib.  4oz. 
weight  of  fish.  Walter  Kettlewell  (lib.  9Joz.)  obtained 
the  special  prize  for  the  heaviest  fish. 


NOTESi  FROM  IRELAND. 

At  Waterville  fair  sport  has  been  had  on  Lough 
Currane  at  sea  and  brown  trout.  On  the  Kerry  rivers, 
generally  speaking,  matters  have  been  backward  owing 
to  low  waters,  but  the  outlook  is  much  improved  all 
round  at  time  of  writing.  At  Killarney  salmon  have 
yielded  fair  sport  at  times,  and  brown  trout  generally 
good  sport,  especially  on  the  lakes.  The  principal  Cork 
rivers  have  fished  fairly  well  at  salmon,  and  on  the  waters 
that  hold  them  sea-trout  have  given  fair  or  average 
sport.  On  the  Waterville  upper  lakes  sport  is  improving 
and  sea-trout  are  very  numerous  and  beginning  to  rise 
well  to  flies.  At  Glencar  and  Caragh  angling  continues 
dull  at  salmon,  but  has  yielded  fair  sport  at  brown 
trout.  The  sea  angling  has  been  productive  of  good 
sport  at  pollack,  etc.,  at  all  the  principal  fishing  stations 
in  Cork  and  Kerry.  Considering  the  large  captures 
had  by  nets  and  anglers,  pollack  appear  to  be  more 
numerous  along  the  coast  than  they  have  been  for 
many  years.  Rock  fishing  is  now  in  full  swing  and 
good  takes  of  "  connors"  and  black  pollack  have  be;n 
had. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Inqdireb.  —  There  is  no  free  fishing  now  near 
Wareham. 

W.  Smith,  Gainsborough. — There  is  very  little  sea 
fishing  at  the  places  you  mention,  but  when  there  you 
might  inquire  locally. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebltor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


KELT  SEA-TROUT. 
Deae  Sib,— I  very  gladly  avail  myself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  replying  to  the  request  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Harvie- 
Brown  in  last  week's  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
regarding  the  time  in  which  sea-trout  run  to  the  rivers 
from  the  Solway,  and  their  return  to  the  sea  in  their 
kelt  stage. 

Clean  run  sea-trout  begin  to  migrate  from  the 
Solway  to  the  rivers  Annan,  Nith,  Esk,  Dee,  and  Fleet 
early  in  April,  though  the  main  shoals  do  not  come  on 
until  June,  much  depending  on  the  weather.  If  a 
warm  spring  they  run  well  in  May. 

This  year  the  best  show  was  towards  the  end  of 
June,  and  a  considerable  quantity  ascended  the  Annan 
and  Esk  during  the  first  few  days  in  July.  They  were 
rather  late  this  year  owing  to  the  cold  spring.  The 
sea-trout  are  followed  by  the  smaller  trout  known  as  Ihe 
herling.  The  latter  have  been  running  strongly  in  the 
Annan  since  about  July  21,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  in 
lesser  numbers  until  the  end  of  September.  I  have 
even  seen  the  herling  running  in  December.  Sea- 
trout  and  herling  remain  in  the  fresh  water  of  the 
rivers  until  early  in  February  next,  when  they  will  by 
that  time  have  completed  their  spawning  operations, 
taken  on  their  new  coat  of  silvery  scales,  and  begin 
their  descent  to  the  Solway. 

To  hasten  their  return  to  the  salt  water  in  the 
spring,  much  depends  on  the  state  of  the  rivers. 
Floods  in  February,  March,  and  April  cause  them  to 
get  much  quicker  to  the  sea,  but  in  dry  springs  I  have 
often  taken  them  while  trout  fishing  in  May,  always 
of  course  returning  them  carefully  to  the  river  again. 

They  take  the  fly  most  greedily  and  look  as  bright 
as  a  new  shilling,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Harvie-Brown. 
Many  strangers  visiting  these  Border  rivers  for  the 
first  time,  and  unacquainted  with  kelts,  put  them  in 
their  creels,  believing  they  have  caught  beautiful  sea- 
trout.  I  once  tusted  one  many  years  ago,  but  I  do  not 
want  to  taste  another.  They  are  quite  unfit  for  human 
food.  Of  course  there  are  pot-hunters,  who  know 
better,  who  kill  kelt,  salmon,  sea-trout,  and  herling, 
as  also  lank  yellow  or  burn  trout  in  the  early  spring. 
Every  fish  that  swims  is  a  seasonable  and  spring  fish 
with  them,  and  meets  with  its  doom.  It  is  illegal  to 
be  in  possession  of  either  salmon,  sea-trout,  or  herling 
in  their  kelt-stage  in  the  spring  months,  and  I  am  sure 
any  water-bailiff  would  at  once  seize  such  fish  and 
summon  the  angler  for  a  contravention  of  the  salmon 
fishery  laws.  Sea-trout  in  these  rivers  named  are 
rarely  caught  by  anglers  before  the  middle  of  May. 

In  June  and  July  they  take  the  fly  more  freely, 
while  their  capture  continues  till  the  rod  fishing  in  the 
various  rivers  expires.  By  September  and  October  they 
become  black  and  lose  their  bright  silver  scales,  and 
more  resemble  the  common  brown  trout.  From  the 
middle  of  October  they  should  not  be  taken,  as  by  that 
time  they  are  out  of  condition  for  the  table. 

Many  of  the  sea-trout  spawn  in  the  latter  end  of 
September,  while  others  do  so  in  October.  Late 
runners  spawn  in  November  and  December. 

Now  take  the  Cumberland  Derwent,  the  mouth  of 
which  may  be  said  to  be  directly  opposite  the  mouth 
of  the  Galloway  Dee.  In  the  Derwent  the  sea-trout 
do  not  begin  to  ruu  until  June,  and  their  return  to 
the  salt  water  in  the  spring  as  kelts  is  correspondingly 
later  than  that  of  the  Annan  and  other  rivers  named. 
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ANGLERS'   HOTEr.S,   FISHINO   QXJiURTERS,  &c. 


SLIGACHAN  HOTEL 

ISLE  OF  SKYE. 

Beautifully  situated  at  the  Foot  of  the  Cuch\illin 
Hills.  Parties  living  in  the  Hotel  have  the 
privilege  of  good  Salmon,  Sea  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing,  during  May,  June,  and  July,  on  one  of 
the  best  louhs  in  Skye.  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  river  Sligachan ;  also  good  Loch 
ami  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  free  of  charge.  Post 
and  Telegraph  Offices  in  the  Hotel.  Posting 
TelegraiJhic  Address  :  "  Sharp,  Sligachan." 

WM.  SHAEP,  Proprietor. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  river  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  loch  Nant ;  permission  to  fish 
the  river  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL,  KILREA,  co.  DERRY. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments, 
accommodation,  and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths  ; 
Billiards  ;  Suites  of  Rooms  ;  Vehicles  ;  Boats. 
New  Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers' 
board,  9/-  per  day.— Address,  Miss  McCallum, 
Manageress. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Egrg-esford,  North  Devon. 

FISHING  FREE  to  HOTEL  GUESTS. 
Twenty  miles  preserved  water — Mid  Taw 
and  Little  Dart. 


WILLIAM  LITTLEWORTH,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CROES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.AV.,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  iu  adjoining  lake  and 
river  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  reiiuest. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


LAIRG,  N.B. 

SUTHERLAND  ARMS  HOTEL 

Famed  for  its  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Angling 
on  Lochs  Shin,  Fuarloch,  Beannoch  and  various 
other  waters  ;  also  Salmon  and  Grilse  on  River 
Shin.  Being  beautifully  situated  amidst  grand 
scenery  at  east  of  Loch  Shin,  it  is  much 
frequented  by  health  and  pleasure  seekers  from 
all  parts.  Postal  and  telegraphic  offices  next 
door.    'Bus  attends  all  trains. 

WM.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandshire,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  McINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  sceneiy  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
Office  and  Resident  Doctor. 


BORDER  ESK, 
Langholm. 

FISHING    QUARTERS  : 

ESKDALE  HOTEL 

(Temperance). 

SEND    FOR  TARIFF. 

WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor. 


Anglers  wisUng  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing'  the  Derbyshire  Streamt 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL, 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Address  :  King  5treet,  Alfreton, 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.      En  pension  terms 
only  lOSi  6d.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry. 


41  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


ALL  PRESERVED,  on  river  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  BEST  in  Wales. 
Report  for  District,  1900  and  1901,  average  83  Salmon.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales 
on  draught  and  in  bottle.  Billiards  and  Posting. 

Inclusive  Terms,  9s.  a  day.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


Swag  Hotel Jenlufg,  Worcesmre. 

HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

FREE  FISHING  for  Visitors  staying 
in  Hotel. 


LOCH  KATRINE— STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated  In  the  heart 
of  Rob  Roy's  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Gregor  being  in  close  proximity, 
and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsuipassed.  The  fishing  is  free  on  loch  Katrine,  loch  Chon,  and 
several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel  ;  excellent  boats  and  experienced  ))oatmen  are 
kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and  Trossachs 
and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or  by  Aberfoyle 
and  Trossachs  and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and  steamers  by  these 
routes  during  the  season.   Post  and  telegraph  office  in  hotel. 

  DONALD, FERGUSON,  Proprietor. 


CULAG  MOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Pishing  in 
numerous  lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire  ;  or  MacBrayue's  boat  from 
Glasgow  on  Mondays.  Wires  :  "  Culag, 
Lochinver."  John  Mackenzie. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  on 

loch  Ness,  Free  to  Visitors ;  also  TROUT 
FISHING  on  lochs  Farraline,  Garth, 
and  Bran.  Special  weekly  terms.  Post- 
ing.   Telegrams:  " Hotel  Foyers." 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  TAY,J<ILLIN,  N.B, 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges : 
£1  per  Salmon.  Fishing  opened  15th 
January.  For  Boats,  apply  to  H.  J. 
Maisby.  Killin  Hotel.  Killln.  N.B. 


OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

Via  Lairg,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLER'S  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Ferox.  Fishing  on  lochs  Shin,  Grian,  Merkland, 
and  Gorm.  Also  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing. 
Boats  and  experienced  gillies.   Posting,  iSc. 

DUNCAN  MACKAY. 
Total  season  1895,  sixty  days'  fishing  for  one 
rod,  2,206  fish,  weighing  1,126  lb.    Last  season's 
catch,  over  10,000  fish. 


Anfflers  wiohinR  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  FlshinR  the  Cam,  Quae,  &(,, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISB  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address,  9,  Market  Hill,  CambrldKe. 


T0RCR0S8  HOTEL, 

Near  KINGSBRIDGE,   S.  DEVON. 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance, 
8s.  6d.  per  day.  PISHING  for  Pike, 
Perch  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait. 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hen^on,  JUiddlesex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stationa.  Book  to 
W^elsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  of  Fish. 


Pike,  18  inch. 

Chub,  7  inch. 

Kudd,  8  inch. 

Tench,  8  inch. 
Bottom  Fishing 
Jack  Fishing 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  inch. 
Qudgeon,  4  Inch. 

per  day  1/fl 

  2/C 


THE  CELEBRATED 

FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 


Situate  in  one  of  the  most  delightful  spots  in 
England,    Now  in  all  its  summer  beauty. 

Splendid    Fisliinij,   liontlng.  Punting 
and  Stilling  on  oirn  I'rivate  Lake, 
a  miles  in   Ci rrnni/'e fence. 

TENCH  NOW  FEEDING  AND  LARGE 
FISH  NUMEROUS. 


Upwards  of  a  mile  of  well-stocked 
and  preserved  Trout  Stream. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3  gs.  per  week 
Inclusive.  Everything  supplied  of  Best 
Possible  Quality.  Moderate  Prices. 


Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses. 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 


Tariff  forwarded  on,  application, 

G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 
Telegramt:  "  Griffiths,  Frensham  Pond,  Surrey.' 


GOOD  LAKE  AND  RIVER 
FISHING 

(Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  Eels) 
at  a  nominal  cost. 

SWAN  HOTEL 

THORNTHWAITE,  KESWICK, 

Three  minutes  from  lake.    Splendidly  situated; 
one  of  the  flneat  views  in  lake  district  from  the 
hotel.    Terms,  6«.  Gd.  per  day,  or  2  guineas  per 
week.   Special  terms  for  fishermen. 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Particu- 
lars on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Earl  op  Carnabvon 
(rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors, 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS 

ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  miles  Reserved   Trout  Pishing 

FREE  to  Hotel  Visitors. 
Hotel  adjoins  Oolf  Links,  Mineral  Spring! 
and  Baths. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarae 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visiton 
in  Hotel  at  6«.  per  day.  Billiards;  Posting; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarteri  of  C.T.C., 
&C. — Address,  PROPRIBTC  it. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland — Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  llie  lakes  are  only  11  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Termi 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


LOCHMADDY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  UlST. 

Best  Fishing  in  Hebrides  for  Salmon) 
Sea  and  Brown  Trout,   Over  BO  loelis. 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  from 
25th  February  till  end  of  October. 
Excellent  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  on  all 
lochs.  Drawing  and  smoking  rooms. 
Hot,  cold,  and  salt  water  baths.  Posting. 
Daily  mails  via  Oban,  Mallaig,  and  Inver- 
ness. Telegraph  office.  Good  golf  course 
short  drive  from  Hotel. 

D.  MACPADYEN. 


(LOCH  TAY), 
GLEN  DOCHART,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Dochiirt. 
surrounded  by  wild,  picturesfiue  and  romantic  scener.v 
six  miles  from  the  head  of  loch  Tay,  and  one  luile 
from  Luib  Station  on  the  Callandar  and  Oban  Railway 
Five  miles  of  good  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  on  tlit; 
river  iJochart.  loch  Douhart,  and  loch  Nubhair,  Free  to 
Visitors  Htiiying  at  the  Hotel.  Boats  free.  Every  Home 
Comfort,  combined  with  moderate  charges.  Parties 
Boarded.  Golf  course.  Posting  in  all  branches.  Post 
and  Telegraph,  Luib  Station. 

DONALD  McNAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

DOVEDALE,  ASHBOURNE. 

The  old-established  fishing  quarters  for 
Anglers,  on  the  Dove  and  Manifold, 
upwards  of  7  miles  of  water.  The  Hotel 
has  been  recently  refurnished  throughout! 
Write  for  illustrated  tariff  to 

WM.  EVANS. 


August  2,  1902 
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The  kelt  salmon  in  their  descent  occupy  from  IMarch 
to  May  to  get  back  to  the  sea.  Floods  in  April 
generally  clear  them  out  before  May.  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell,  a  recognised  authority,  could,  I  am  sure, 
give  some  valuable  information  as  to  the  ascent  of 
spring  salmon,  sea-trout,  etc.,  to  the  Galloway,  Cree, 
and  Urr,  and  their  return  as  kelts. 

I  trust  Mr.  Harvie-Brown's  letter  will  have  met  the 
eye  of  Sir  Herbert,  and  bring  a  reply.  I  have  not  the 
pleasure  of  personally  knowing  Mr.  Harvie-Brovvn, 
but  I  always  take  much  interest  in  whatever  he  writes 
to  your  columns. — Yours  truly,  Heatheebell. 


KELT  SEA-TROUT  ? 

Dear  Sir,— Mr.  -T.  A.  Harvie-Brown,  under  the 
above  heading,  asks  a  few  pertinent  questions  of  "  H. 
W."  which  I  will  certainly  allow  "  H.  W."  to  answer 
for  himself.  We  all  know  Mr.  Harvie-Browu  as  a 
scientific  authority,  as  well  as  a  good  practical  angler. 
He  is  one,  moreover,  who  knows  the  Deveron  well.  I 
only  desire  to  touch  upon  one  part  of  his  letter,  when 
he  says  :  "I  do  not  remember,  during  all  the  many 
years  I  fished  the  Deveron,  ever  killing  one  clean  sea- 
trout  before  about  July  5." 

My  experience,  and  the  experience  of  my  own 
personal  friends  so  far  as  I  can  gather,  largely,  if  not 
wholly,  coincides  with  that  of  so  distinguished  an 
observer  and  naturalist  as  Mr.  Harvie-Brown.  But 
"exceptions  prove  the  rule."  My  very  first  trip  to 
the  Deveron  was  in  1883.  It  was  to  me  then  a  terra 
incognita,  but  I  had  a  very  good  time  of  it  all  the 
same.  The  river  was  full  but  clearing  fast  when  I 
began  to  fish  on  April  21,  with  artificial  fly  of  course. 
I  was  fishing  the  Forglen  water  by  the  kind  per- 
mission of  my  good  friend  the  late  Sir  Robert  Aber- 
cromby,  Bart.,  of  that  ilk.  I  have  my  diary  before 
me  as  I  write,  and  I  find  that  I  had  a  clean  run  sea- 
trout  of  IJlb.  amongst  my  basket  on  April  26.  I  may 
add  that  1  also  landed  a  kelt  sea-trout  the  same  day, 
but  no  more  like  my  first  "  than  I  to  Hercules." 
Again,  on  April  29  (three  days  after)  I  killed  another 
clean  run  sea-trout  exactly  lib.  in  weight. 

I  may  add  that  as  I  never  retain  for  my  own 
use  salmon  or  sea-trout  where  I  have  the  privilege  of 
ordinary  brown  trout  fishing  only,  I  sent  these  two 
sea-trout  across  to  Forglen,  to  Sir  Robert  himself, 
who,  being  a  thorough  sportsman,  would  have  soon 
told  me  if  I  had  sent  him  an  old  kelt  whitling,  a 
thing  with  my  long  experience  quite  out  of  the 
question.  Sir  Robert  thanked  me,  for  they  ate  well 
at  breakfast.  I  fished  the  Deveron  also  in  1889,  1890, 
and  1891,  but  I  never  even  hooked  another  ckaa  run 
sea-trout. 

It  may  interest  Mr.  Harvie-Brown  to  learn  that  my 
very  old  friend  R.  A.  B.,  a  very  experienced  salmon 
and  trout  fisherman,  and  who,  acting  on  my  sugges- 
tion, fished  the  Deveron  on  water  he  rented  for  a 
time  (with  some  friends,  I  think),  expressed  astonish- 
ment, and  asked  me  it  I  was  quite  sure  that  they 
were  clean  sea-trout,  because  he  and  his  friends  (like 
Mr.  Harvie-Brown)  had  had  no  such  luok.  "  Facts 
are  chiels  that  winna  dingl  "  and  what  I  stated  then 
I  can  assure  Mr.  Harvie-Brown  was  a  simple  state- 
ment of  fact.  "  Do  I  not  know  a  hawk  from  a  heron- 
shaw?" 

The  Duke  of  Fife's  dam  was  in  existence  in  1888, 
but  the  high  waters  had  permitted  a  few  sea-trout  to 
ascend.  Now  that  this  has  been  "improved  out  of 
existence,"  I  was  inclined  to  think  that  clean  sea- 
trout  would  not  be  so  rare.  No  intelligent  man  who 
has  fished  for  nearly  fifty  years  can  possibly  mistake  a 
kelt  for  a  clean  sea-trout. — Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


BROOK  ANGLING. 

Dkah  Sir, — I  should  like  an  opinion  from  Mr.  Tod  or 
any  other  expert  angler  rc  the  following.  In  a  small 
(three  to  five  yards  across)  fairly  stocked  brook  let  the 
expert  with  single  hook  clear  water  worm  angle  on  a 
taking  day — for  choice,  a  drizzling  mist  and  warm  breath 
from  south.  He  will  kill  three  out  of  five  biters,  and 
given  ten  hours'  fishing  for  two  miles  down,  and  same 
back  in  evening,  he  will  try  every  conceivable  spot 
which  his  experience  tells  him  will  harbour  a 
trout.  I  say  single-hook,  since  other  tackle  can  never 
be  used  with  advantage  in  becks  where  interlacing 
foliage  and  brambles  often  give  him  much  trouble  to 
get  in  even  his  one  hook.  The  workman  can  easily 
differentiate  between  the  bites  of  sizeable  and  small 
fish.  He  throws  back  all,  say,  under  3oz.  When 
will  that  stretch  be  worth  fishing  again,  and  how  is 
it  populated  ?  We  all  know  that  every  decent  trout 
has  his  own  little  domain,  whence  he  keeps  off  all 
intruders  most  jealously.  How  is  the  loss  of  these 
replaced  ?  I  do  not  refer  to  changes  consequent  on 
the  autumn  or  winter  floods.  Of  course  there  are 
parts  of  such  little  brooks  which  preserve  themselves, 
being  so  canopied  with  scrub  that  they  cannot  be 
fished  at  all.  It  is  incredible  to  the  uninitiated  what 
a  creel  a  determined  and  unsparing  (of  himself)  angler 
skilled  in  this  difficult  art  can  make  on  a  good  day. 
To  fish  artistically  almost  every  yard  of  water  is 
carefully  searched,  and  when  it  is  low  and  clear  it  is 
hard  work.    Ncm  palma  sine  imlnere.    The  standing 


position  is  rarely  available.  I  have  noticed  fatal- 
lookicg  spots— say  thick,  stickly  runs  under  banks, 
etc. — tenantlcss  a  week  after  a  heavy  take,  and  picked 
up  fish  elsewhere.  Mr.  Tod  would  r.horougbly  under- 
stand this.— Yours  faithfully.        Black  Hackle. 


MR.  F.  L.  BORTHWICK'S  SPORT  ON  THE 
DEVERON. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  glad  you  have  written  to  me,  as 
the  report  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  conveys  a  wrong 
impression. 

The  average  weight  would  be  nearer  three  to  the 
pound,  although,  as  already  stated,  I  had  several  fish 
over  the  pound  (one  of  2lb.  loz.),  while  |lb.  and  ^\b. 
trout  were  fairly  plentiful. 

The  total  catch  was  not  weighed,  but  my  best  day 
scaled  101b. 

The  first  two  days  of  my  visit  were  devoted  to  the 
flv,  but  as  the  trout  were  rising  badly  I  resorted  to  the 
art  acquired  when  a  youth  in  Scotland  twenty-five 
years  ago,  up-stream  clear  water  worm  fishing  with 
fine  tackle  and  supple  rod.  I  started  fishing  at 
4  o'clock  in  the  morning  till  8,  then  from  9.30  till 
6  30,  and  tried  for  the  salmon  with  fly  or  spinning 
bait  from  8  till  11  o'clock  at  night.  So  you  can  see  it 
meant  pretty  hard  work  to  get  my  140  trout.  Fished 
for  trout  seven  days,  for  salmon  two  days. — Yours 
truly,  F,  L.  Bobthwick. 

[We  are  obliged  to  Mr.  Borthwick.  An  average  of 
three  to  the  pound  is  very  different  from  an  average  of 
a  pound,  as  stated  by  "  G.  M  ,"  who  appears  to  have 
carelessly  quoted  from  his  memory  of  what  Mr.  B. 
wrote  to  him.  But  surely  his  own  knowledge  of  the 
Deveron — if  he  has  any— would  have  told  him  that  a 
take  of  140  Deveron  trout  could  not  average  lib.  and 

over. — Ed.]   

PISHING  REPORTS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  letter  signed  E.  M.  Tod 
in  your  issue  of  July  19,  I  would  refer  him  to  your 
footnote  as  an  answer,  and  also  impress  upon  him 
the  fact  that  "Mr.  B.,  of  London,"  is  not  responsible 
for  the  report  sent  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  by"  G.  M." 
— Yours  truly,  F.  L.  Borthwick. 


FISHING  THE  CRYSTAL  PALACE  PONDS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  glad  to  see  that  "Veritas"  admits 
there  are  some  fair-sized  fish  in  these  ponds,  and  that 
it  is  possible  to  catch  them.  That  he  had  never  seen 
a  sizeable  fish  caught  may  not  have  been  his  actual 
words,  but  it  certainly  was  the  impression  one  was 
most  likely  to  get  from  his  letter.  As  I  before  stated, 
there  are  plenty  of  good  fish  here,  and  good  catches 
are  frequently  made,  and  one  might  easily  do  worse 
than  spend  a  day  fishing  these  waters.  We  have 
regulations  as  to  size,  and  the  members  of  the  local 
angling  clubs  act  as  honorary  bailiffs,  and  help  us  to 
enforce  them,  so  "  Veritas'  "  remark  as  to  the  size  of 
fish  retained  will  not  apply  now,  although  I  admit  it 
did  two  or  three  years  ago. — Yours  truly, 

A.  H.  Hawkins. 

Boating  Lake,  Crystal  Palace. 


A  CURIOUS  WORM. 
Dear  Sir, — I  think  it  is  probable  that  the  worm  is 
Merinis  nigrcscens,  of  the  family  Mermithiche,  closely 
related  to  the  hair  worms  GordiidiC,  of  the  order 
Nematoidea.  It  is  an  entozoon  of  such  animals  as 
caterpillars,  particularly  the  larvte  of  the  cockchafer. 
As  this  worm  is  found  chiefly  after  heavy  thunder 
showers  it  is  supposed  that  the  refreshing  rain  so 
revives  the  sickly  larvie  that  they  are  able  to  get  rid 
of  their  unwelcome  guests.  The  usual  length  of  the 
worm  when  found  is  about  four  inches,  and,  of  course, 
very  slender. — Yours  truly,    Gregory  C.  Bateman. 

[The  worm  which  the  Rev.  G.  C.  Bateman  refers  to 
was  sent  to  us  by  a  correspondent,  who  also  sent  a 
hair  worm  some  few  years  ago.  The  worm  sent  was 
like  a  bit  of  unstained  silkworm  gut.  Many  years  ago 
a  Scotchman,  who  saw  one  of  these  worms  coming  out 
of  a  beetle,  published  a  little  book  to  prove  that  eels 
are  bred  from  beetles.— Ed.] 


FISHING  NEAR  LLANDUDNO. 

Dear  Sib,— With  reference  to  Mr.  W.  W.  Mallin- 
son's  letter  of  inquiry  re  fishing  near  Llandudno,  I 
am  afraid  he  will  not  get  very  good  sport  during  the 
time  he  names. 

At  Bettws-y-Coed,  a  charming  village  some  eighteen 
miles  from  Llandudno  by  rail  or  coach,  trout  fishing 
with  fly  only  may  be  had  in  the  rivers  Conway,  Lledr, 
and  Llugwy  by  ticket.  These  tickets,  as  also  the  trout 
licence  (costing  Is.),  may  be  had  from  Mr.  Parry, 
chemist,  Bettws-y-Coed,  who  will  supply  Mr.  Mallin- 
son  with  flies  or  any  other  tackle  he  requires  for  the 
neighbourhood.  Last  Easter,  a  day's  fishing  could  be 
had  in  either  of  the  two  first-named  rivers  for  Is.  or 
29.  Cd.  per  week,  while  I  believe  the  Llugwy  cost 
somewhat  less.  These  prices  may  possibly  now  be 
altered.  Mr.  Parry  could  give  any  information 
required. 

Salmon  fishing  is  also  to  be  had  on  all  those  rivers 
by  ticket,  but  few  fish  are,  as  a  rule,  to  be  got. 


There  is  a  trout  stream  at  Aber,  some  12^  miles 
from  Llandudno,  which  may  be  fished  free  of  charge, 
containing  a  fair  number  of  trout. 

At  Abergele,  I  think,  there  is  also  a  trout  stream, 
though  I  regret  I  can  give  no  information  concerning 
it.  I  should  advise  Mr.  Mallinson  to  obtain  a  good 
map  of  the  neighbourhood  of  Llandudno,  that  he  may 
familiarise  himself  with  the  country. 

Then  as  to  coarse  fishing.  1  am  sorry  to  say  I 
know  of  none  to  be  had  in  the  neighbourhood.  Sea 
fishing,  however,  is  to  be  obtained  both  from  the  pier 
and  from  the  boat,  but  that  is  quite  another  thing. 

Hoping  that  Mr.  Mallinson  may  have  good  sport. — 
Yours  truly,  P.  Archer  Gillies. 

NETTING  ON  LOUGH  CORRIB. 

Dear  Sir, — As  one  of  the  four  "sportsmen"  (?)  who 
had  the  temerity  to  sign  his  name  to  what  he  had 
written,  I  should  like  to  correct  a  few  remarks  in 
Mr.  Doig's  reply.  Our  information  as  to  the  netting 
was  not  derived  solely  from  boatmen,  but  from  actual 
observation.  We  did  not  state  that  only  two  trout 
were  taken,  but  "trout  from  2ilb.  to  Jib."  ;  I  should 
say  that  twenty  to  thirty  would  be  nearer  the  exact 
number  killed  in  the  one  haul,  and  yet  your  corre- 
spondent says  that  trout  do  not  frequent  bays  in  which 
salmon  congregate.  Let  me  inform  Mr.  Doig  that 
some  of  the  best  trout  fishing  is  to  be  found  in  the 
very  bays  and  pools  in  which  salmon  frequent  both  in 
river  and  lake. 

With  regard  to  our  being  non-subscribers,  there  was 
no  inducement  for  us  to  do  so,  seeing  that  Lord 
Ardilaun,  or  his  agents,  and  others  are  in  the  habit  of 
netting  the  bays  in  which  we  expected  to  have  sport. 
Nothing  would  have  given  us  greater  pleasure  than 
subscribing  to  the  association  if  we  had  found  matters 
were  conducted  in  such  a  way  as  to  conduce  to  the 
sport  of  visitors. 

In  conclusion  I  maintain  that  not  until  the  netting 
is  abolished  on  Lough  Corrib  will  the  Corrib  Fisheries 
Association  make  proper  progress  in  the  preservation 
of  the  fish  in  the  lake. — Yours  truly, 

Guy  de  Maupas. 

[Too  late  for  insertion  last  week.] 


ALTERATIONS  AT  PENTON  HOOK. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  returned  from  dear  old 
Penton  Hook,  very  dear  in  one  sense,  as  since  last 
Friday  I  have  lost  about  2s.  6d.  worth  of  gut  in  various 
ways,  and  wish  to  warn  London  men  coming  down  to 
beware  of  the  new  weir  just  made,  as  it  is  full  of  lumps 
of  stone,  etc.,  below  weir  (no  weeds),  and  will  be  good 
fishing  in  a  few  months  as  the  bottom  is  very  clean, 
and  perch  are  sure  to  come  up  in  the  eddies,  of  which 
there  are  many. 

I  caught  a  young  jack  this  evening  about  IJlb.  and 
returned  him. 

London  men  ne?d  not  think  of  bringing  down 
minnows  ;  I  got  twenty  this  evening  on  horsehair  on 
the  two  top  joints  of  my  rod  in  ten  minutes,  and  they 
kept  me  going  all  the  evening. 

I  am  writing  this  little  note  as  perhaps  a  lot  of 
London  men  do  not  know  the  alterations  at  the 
"  Hook." — Yours  truly,  The  Doctor. 

July  23.   

IFISHING  IN  NORTH  DEVON. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  writing  under  the 
title  of  "  Devonian,"  and  describing  the  Taw  and 
Torridge,  should  be  careful  as  to  the  correctness  of 
what  he  copies  from  the  county  papers  and  rearranges 
it  for  your  paper.  The  gentleman  who  wrote  to  the 
Board  of  Conservators  saying  he  had  not  caught  five 
shillings'  worth  of  trout  in  seven  years  should  not 
have  held  up  as  the  rule  an  authority  for  the  scarcity 
of  trout  in  North  Devon.  I  know  one  fisherman  who 
caught  three  dozen  trout  on  July  18,  when  others  also 
had  good  sport.  "  Devonian  "  reports  the  River  Dart, 
etc.,  and  says,  "  little  has  been  done."  Does  he  know 
that  for  some  years  in  the  summer  the  rivers  have  been 
very  low  and  fine,  and  if  the  fishermen  were  anxious 
to  inform  the  various  newspapers  of  their  catches,  this 
season  would  equally  compare  with  others  for  good 
sport  when  the  water  is  in  condition. — Yours  truly,  ■ 
Your  Correspondent  from  North  Devon. 

"SHOULD  HE  UPBRAID." 

Sir, — A  purely  literary  question  is,  I  feel,  somewhat 
out  of  place  in  your  columns,  but  perhaps  you  will 
kindly  stretch  a  point  for  me  in  the  present  case  and 
oblige.  Briefly  the  matter  is  this  :  The  other  evening 
Eelf  and  friend  were  at  a  local  concert  where  were 
given,  amongst  other  things.  Bishop's  two  beautiful 
songs,  "  Should  he  Upbraid"  and  "Bid  me  Discourse." 

"  Jolly  music  that,"  remarked  my  friend,  who,  by 
the  way,  is  a  bit  of  a  Philistine  in  some  things,  "jolly 
music  that,  but  what  Johnny  wrote  the  words  ?  They 
seem  a  bit  rum  !  "  I  replied  that  we  owed  them  to 
Shakespeare,  and  my  friend  appearing  incredulous  I 
offered  to  turn  them  up  as  soon  as  we  got  home. 
"  Bid  me  Discourse  "  I  at  once  found  in  "  Venus  and 
Adonis  "  as  I  knew  I  should,  but  the  other,  "  Should 
he  Upbraid,"  fairly  beats  me.  And  yet  it  is  surely  in 
Shakespeare.    Will  some  reader  kindly  oblige  Mona  ? 
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PISHING  AT  ILFRACOMBE. 

Sib, — Ilfracombe  is  not  an  ideal  spot  for  a  vifciitor  of 
the  fishing  fraternity.  Sea  fishing  may  compare 
favourably  with  other  seaside  resorts,  but  there  are  no 
rivers  neir.  On  the  reservoir,  by  payment  and  a 
five  shilling  lioenoe ;  some  trout  are  caught  there. 
Lynmouth  has  good  trout  fishing  and  decent  sea 
fishing.  There  are  rivers  some  little  distance  by 
train,  but  like  all  rapid  streams  run  very  lov?  and 
clear  in  the  summer.  If  "Kodak"  wishes  to  be  by 
the  sea  and  have  fishing,  he  should  try  Lynmouth. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  RowE, 

Barnstaple. 


FISHING  AT  ABBRDOVEY. 
Dear  Sib,— I  expect  to  be  staying  at  Aberdovey  in 
August,  and  should  be  glad  to  know  if  there  is  any 
good  sewin,  trout,  or  salmon  fishing  to  be  got  in  the 
Dovey  or  its  tributaries,  or  any  streams  near,  and  if 
the  fishing  is  free  or  by  ticket. — Yours  truly,  H.  M. 


WHO  WERE  THE  FIRST  FISHING  REEL 
MAKERS  ? 

Dear  Sie, — We  have  a  customer  abroad  who  for 
some  reason  or  other  is  desirous  to  know  when  the 
first  fishing  reels  were  made  and  who  were  the  makers, 
and  we  will  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of  your  readers  can 
supply  the  information. — We  are  yours  respectfully, 
Morris  Carswell  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

90,  Mitchell-street,  Glasgow. 

[The  earliest  mention  of  a  fishing  reel  that  I  am 
aware  of  is  (as  I  believe  I  first  pointed  out  in  "  Walton 
and  Some  Earlier  Writers  on  Angling  ")  in  Barker's 
"Art  of  Angling,"  called  afterwards  "Barker's  De- 
light," and  first  published  by  Oliver  Fletcher,  near  the 
Seven  Stars  at  the  west  end  of  St.  Paul's  in  1651,  two 
years  before  the  "  Compleat  Angler "  appeared.  I 
should  think  it  probable  that  Kirby,  the  hook  and 
tackle  maker  of  Walton's  time,  was  one  of  the  first 
fishing  reel  makers. — Ed  ] 


FISHING  IN  IRELAND  IN  AUGUST. 

Dear  Sir, — My  advice  to  Mr.  F.  H.  Lane  and  his 
friend  if  they  want  good  trout  fishing  in  Ireland  is  to 
join  Mr.  Hoyle's  party,  who  I  see  is  advertising  for 
rods. 

I  have  been  with  Mr.  Hoyle  and  have  found  he  came 
out  all  that  he  states,  and  Mr.  Lane  can  rely  on  good 
fishing,  a  comfortable  bed,  and  good  table  with  every 
comfort,  and  get  a  jolly  good  time  for  less  than  he  can 
go  "  on  his  own,"  besides  learning  ^the  country  and 
rivers  from  a  man  who  knows  them,  and  best  flies  to 
use  ;  and  if  he  wants  a  little  coaching  in  the  gentle 
art  he  can  get  it  from  Mr.  Hoyle. — Yours  truly, 

A  London  Angler. 


THE  WORM  WILL  TURN. 

Dear  Mb.  Editor, — I  know  you  like  to  record  in 
your  most  interesting  paper,  of  which  I  have  been  a 
reader  for  many  years,  anything  unusual  happening 
whilst  fishing,  and  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me  that 
the  following  is  a  rare  occurrence.  A  friend  and  I  went 
for  a  day's  perch  fishing  in  the  South  Forty-foot 
Drain  at  Donnington  Bridge  on  July  24,  and  obtained 
leave  to  fish  from  the  old  barges  lying  there.  After 
baiting  a  couple  of  places  we  soon  had  some  fish 
round,  but  not  very  large ;  then  we  started  to  fish, 
using  the  tail-end  of  a  lobworm  for  a  bait  on  the  hook. 
I  was  fishing  on  the  bottom,  which  is  brickwork, 
having  no  weeds  to  contend  with,  and  about  7ft.  deep, 
and  the  water  very  clear.  Having  broken  olf  the 
greater  part  of  the  worm  and  thrown  it  into  the  water, 
a  small  perch  came  up  and  took  it  away,  and  we 
watched  it  nearly  to  the  bottom.  I  then  put  the 
remainder  of  the  tail  part  of  the  worm  on  to  my  hook, 
and  cast  in,  and  being  heavily  "shotted"  was  soon 
out  of  sight.  Immediately  I  had  a  "  run,"  and  so 
struck  at  it,  but  found  I  had  not  hooked  a  fish,  but  to 
my  great  surprise,  and  also  to  my  friend's,  I  had 
hooked  the  head  of  the  worm  again  which  I  had  only 
just  before  thrown  in,  bringing  up  the  worm  again 
in  two  parts.  This  may  appear  incredulous,  but  it  is 
true. — Yours  truly,  J.  W.  Rose. 

Sleaford. 

[It  certainly  is  a  very  curious  incident.  Evidently 
the  small  perch  with  the  worm  in  its  mouth  rushed 
at  the  bait,  and  when  Mr.  Rose  struck  the  hook 
caught  in  the  worm ;  so  the  greedy  perch  lost  the  bird 
in  hand  as  well  as  the  one  in  the  bush. — Ed.] 


THE  NETS  GET  A  FINE  LOT  OF  TYNE 
SALMON. 

Deab  Sib, — I  think  the  following  may  be  of  interest 
to  you.  We  have  had  cold  weather  up  here,  and  on 
Saturday  last  had  a  perfect  deluge  of  rain.  'The  cold 
and  boisterous  weather  has  proved  a  good  thing 
for  the  net  fishers,  and  the  catch  of  salmon 
about  the  mouth  of  the  Tyne  is  the  largest  for 
years,  and  a  fine  lot  they  were,  averaging  lOlb.  each, 
and  on  the  fish-quay  realised  from  Is.  to  Is.  3d.  per 
pound,  every  fish  in  the  pink  of  condition.  On 
Monday  I  paid  a  visit  to  Wylam-on-Tyne,  and  im-  I 


mediately  above  the  bridge  I  could  see  the  net  fishing 
at  work.  I,  however,  did  little  fishing,  my  attention 
being  absorbed  by  the  netting— a  truly  pretty  sight.  To 
see  these  beauties  would  thrill  the  heart  of  any  angler. 
The  day's  work  resulted,  I  understand,  in  the  capture 
of  about  300  fine  fresh  run  fish.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the 
rod  fisher  will  have  a  better  time  with  the  Ealmon. 
The  heavy  water  coming  at  this  time  gives  the  salmon 
a  day's  start  of  the  nets,  so  that  in  the  higher  reaches 
of  the  river  good  sport  may  be  obtained.  The  trout 
fishers  have  been  doing  well.  Heavy  baskets  have 
been  made  on  the  North  and  South  Tyne,  the  Coquet, 
and  Wansbeck.  A  fine  specimen  was  landed  from  the 
Wansbeck,  and  turned  the  scale  at  31b.  This  is  the 
kind  of  game  which  makes  you  feel  nervous  when 
turning  round  a  big  stone.  Should  we  be  favoured 
with  fine  summer  weather,  anglers  of  all  classes  may 
expect  tight  lines  and  well  filled  creels. — Yours  truly, 
87,  Grey-street,  Heney  A.  Morton. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


TROUT  FISHING  WANTED  NEAR  TUNBRIDGE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  glad  if  any  reader  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  can  give  me  information  whether  I 
can  get  any  free  trout  fishing,  or  by  small  payment, 
near  Tunbridge  Wells  or  at  Edenbridge ;  also  the  best 
baits  and  the  average  size  of  trout. — Yours  truly, 

Tonbridge.  Devon  Minnow. 


HOW  TO  CATCH  MULLET  AND  BASS  IN  A 
DOCK. 

Sib, — Your  correspondent,  T.  A.  Williams,  has  asked 
a  poeer.  The  above  is  most  easy  sometimes,  but  most 
difficult  at  others.  We  have  here  sometimes  thousands 
of  these  fish  in  our  docks,  and  yet  they  will  not  look 
at  anything.  You  can  jig  them,  but  they  will  not 
take  any  bait.  I  have  tried  everything  under  the  sun, 
I  believe — pastes  of  all  kinds,  worms,  squid,  pilchard, 
fish  roe,  anchovy  paste,  garden  worms — all  to  no 
purpose  when  they  will  not  feed ;  sometimes  they  will 
take  a  fit  and  feed  for  a  week  or  so,  and  then  will  stop  all 
of  a  sudden.  I  have  found  the  soft  inside  of  a  shrimp 
very  good  at  times,  and  the  soft  roe  of  a  herring  mixed 
up  with  some  soft  bread  good  at  times,  especially  if 
you  mix  a  little  wadding  cotton  with  it  to  make  it 
hang  to  the  hook  better.  I  am  afraid  your  corre- 
spondent must  try  and  try  until  they  take  the  fit  into 
their  head  to  feed ;  nothing  will  tempt  them  unless 
they  feel  inclined. — Yours  truly, 

William  Heardeb,  Plymouth. 


BAIT  FOR  BASS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  "  W.  B. 
T.,"  he  will  get  much  better  sport  casting  for  the  bass 
with  an  old  sahnon  rod  or  East  India  cane  one,  using 
an  artificial  india-rubber  sand  eel  or  plano-convex 
minnow,  or  the  new  silver  whitebait  made  of  sole- 
skin.  Bass  shoal  on  the  surface,  and  are  better  taken 
there  than  on  the  bottom.  At  Appledore,  north 
Devon,  one  year  a  gentleman  caught  3660  bass  on 
rods  casting  in  this  way.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  tell 
"  W.  B.  T."  how  to  go  to  work  if  he  will  write  me. — 
Yours  truly,  William  Hearder,  Plymouth. 


FISHING  AT  TINTAGEL. 

Sir,  —  In  answer  to  your  correspondent,  A.  L. 
Shansom,  the  river  fishing  is  trout  and  peel,  but  not 
very  good.  He  can  get  tickets  at  the  Hotel,  Wellington. 
The  usual  Silver  Doctor,  Jock  Scott,  and  Fairy  and 
Silver  Drake  are  the  best  flies.  At  the  Lizard  there  is 
no  fresh-water  fishing  nearer  than  the  Loo  Pool  at 
Helston;  there  you  can  get  good  trout  fishing  by 
taking  tickets  on  the  spot.  The  fish  are  a  good  size, 
and  the  flies  the  old  standard  patterns — Blue  Silver, 
Black  Silver,  Coch-y-Bondhu,  March  Brown,  Black 
Gnat,  and,  in  fact,  any  of  the  old  standbys. — Yours 
truly,  William  Heaedbr,  Plymouth. 


FISHING  AT  HILGAY— KNOTS  FOR  DROPPER 
FLIES. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  July  26  you  have  a 
query  about  fishing  at  Hilgay.  Hilgay  is  on  the 
Wissey,  which  runs  into  the  Ouse  one  and  a  half 
miles  distant.  Boats  can  be  obtained  from  Mr. 
Fountain  Thompson,  Hilgay  Bridge,  or  at  Deaver 
Sluice  on  the  Ouse.  Tickets  for  the  Wissey  and 
adjoining  part  of  the  Ouse  can  be  obtained  from  E.  R. 
Pratt,  Esq.,  Ryston  Hall,  Downham  Market ;  three 
days'  angling  free,  fourteen  days'  on  receipt  of  postal 
order  for  23.  6d.,  season  ticket  Ss.  Boats  are  not 
necessary,  but  convenient. 

You  say  in  your  note  to  a  letter  on  "  A  Safe 
and  Strong  Knot  for  Fastening  Gut  Lengths  To- 
gether," July  19,  that  "the  dodge  of  slipping  the 
knotted  end  of  the  dropper  between  the  two  knots  of 
the  water  knot  ...  is  not  safe."  It  is  perfectly  safe 
if  you  give  the  knotted  end  one  turn  round  one  of  the 
strands  before  pulling  tight.  With  a  little  humouring 
to  get  the  knot  close  to  the  loop  before  finally  pulling 
tight  it  forms  the  neatest  and  safest  attachment  of 
the  dropper  that  I  know  of. — Yours  truly,    S.  V.  B. 

[Many  thanks. — Ed.] 


DERWENT  WATER  AND  RIVER. 

Dear  Sir,— "E.  E.  H.,"  like  all  other  good  sports- 
men,  is  not  infallible.  That  Keswick  is  in  Cumberland 
is  a  truly  sage  remark  ;  that  it  is  bracing  is  a  great 
mistake.  Keswick  is  relaxing  to  say  the  least  of  it. 
Away  up  Borrowdale,  Newland's  Valley,  St.  John's 
Vale,  or,  above  all,  on  the  hills,  the  air  is  bracing.  If 
you  wish  to  fill  your  lungs  with  good,  wholesome  air, 
and  to  experience  that  exhilaration  which  Kingsley 
describes  as  feeling  as  though  your  veins  had  run  with 
champagne,  come  to  Keswick  and  walk  for  a  week  or 
more  ;  keep  to  the  hills,  shun  the  valleys,  and  at  the 
end  of  that  time  you  will  feel  another  man. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  made  an  error  in  saying  that  lake 
fishing  lasted  only  when  the  Green  Drake  is  on.  I 
ought  to  have  said  fly  fishing.  As  to  my  remark  that 
the  Derwent  is  flogged  to  death,  so  it  is.  "  E.  E.  H." 
remarks,  "  He  is  no  doubt  a  persistent  flogger  himself." 
The  tu  quoqne  is  the  most  feeble  of  rejoinders,  so  I 
think  my  origiual  statement  needs  no  proof  or  defence. 
I  do  not  say  that  the  river  is  now  poisoned,  but  that 
some  years  ago  fish  could  be  seen  floating  on  the 
surface  in  scores  killed  by  the  effluents  from  the 
mines.  Since  then  the  river  has  never  recovered.  I 
very  much  doubt  whether  "  E.  E.  H."  could  Fee 
"  many  fish  rising  on  the  Penrith  side  of  the  town  "  if 
he  were  to  look  for  a  month  of  Sundays.  If  there  are 
so  many  fish  on  the  Penrith  side  of  the  town,  why 
does  one  never  see  a  rod  there  ?  And  why  do  the 
Keswick  fishermen  confine  their  attention  to  the  river 
below  the  town  ? 

If  you  want  a  pick-me-up  come  to  Keswick  and  walk, 
but — leave  your  rod  at  home.  —Yours  truly, 

X.  Y.  Z. 


LIGHT  CANE  RODS— "  TROUT  (?)  "  i 
Dear  Sir, — Light  cane  rods — well,  yes,  they  may  be 
all  very  nice  in  their  proper  place,  but  really  I  think  a 
rod  under  8oz.  or  lOoz.  is  more  suitable  for  a  schoolboy 
than  a  fisherman.  A  2oz.  rod  is  no  new  thing ;  I  knew 
them  well  many  years  ago,  but  did  not  like  them. 
They  sometimes  felt  very  heavy  in  the  hand — venj, 
and  they  were  never  used  for  fishing,  but  sometimes 
against  fishing. 

I  nowe  us  a  "Pritt,"  made  by  Foster;  it  is  10ft.  6in., 
steel-ribbed.  When  it  arrived  in  the  spring  I  took  it 
out  and  tried  it ;  it  was  perfection,  and  felt  as  light  as 
a  feather.  A  few  days  after  I  weighed  it  against  my 
old  rod,  which  I  discarded  chiefly  because  of  the 
weight,  and  was  much  surprised  to  find  them  both  the 
same  weight — 12oz.  exactly.  I  am  not  a  powerful 
man  by  any  means,  but  I  do  not  find  this  particular 
12oz.  rod  too  much  for  ten  or  twelve  hours'  fishing, 
which  I  have  done  several  times.  It  evidently  all 
depends  on  the  make.  Lat  some  of  our  friends  try 
one,  they  are  strong  enough  for  anything  I  know  of. 
I  have  got  trout  of  all  sizes  up  to  2Jlb.  without  any 
trouble,  but  I  should  not  care  to  risk  a  2Jlb.  trout 
with  any  life  in  him  on  a  2oz.  rod  at  six  or  eight 
guineas. 

Trout  (?). 

A  short  time  ago  I  noticed  in  your  paper  a  method 
of  distinguishing  a  true  trout  from  others  by  scales, 
I  was  much  interested  in  this,  as  I  was  always 
doubtful  of  the  "trout"  which  I  catch  by  the  kind- 
ness of  Captain  Roger  in  his  water,  known  as  the  Looa 
Pool,  near  Helston.  Most  of  these  fish  are  rather 
light  in  colour,  and  their  scales  frequently  rub  off 
slightly  in  handling.  They  are  beautiful  fish  to  look 
at,  are  very  game  and  shy.  The  flesh  is  pink,  or  even 
red.  They  are  slender,  and  the  large  size  fish 
are  even  more  graceful  than  trout  of  same 
size.  They  run  from  a  few  ounces  to— well,  I 
don't  know  what ;  I  had  one  on  last  Saturday 
which  ran  out  thirty-five  yards  of  line  right  off,  and 
then  ran  along  shore  against  a  gale  of  wind  another 
sixty  or  seventy  yards  without  a  stop,  then  the  hook 
came  out ;  he  was  a  good  fish  at  any  rate,  and  is  still 
to  be  caught.  The  largest  I  have  landed  was  l^lb., 
but  I  have  no  doubt  this  one  was  much  larger.  I 
should  put  the  average  of  these  fish  at  9oz.  to  lOoz, 
I  applied  the  scale  test,  which  was  the  only  one  I 
could  remember  (I  pass  on  the  Fishing  Gazette  to  a 
friend),  and  I  found  fourteen  scales  where  your  paper 
says  twelve  for  trout. 

In  case  you  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  fishing 
and  examining  this  beautiful  sheet  of  water,  I  think  I 
am  right  in  saying  that  no  salt  water  has  entered  for 
perhaps  twenty  years  or  more,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
possible  for  fish  to  enter  from  the  sea  owing  to  the 
construction  of  the  outlet.  What  are  they?  May  I 
send  you  a  sample  some  time  ?  If  so  I  will  try  to  do 
so  at  a  convenient  time  to  you. — Yours  faithfully, 

  Fly. 

TROUTING  WANTED  NEAR  SHREWSBURY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  desirous  of  having  a  little  fishing 
on  my  holidays,  about  the  end  of  August,  near  Shrews- 
bury. Could  any  of  your  readers  give  me  any  informa- 
tion as  to  where  to  apply  to  for  fishing  for  trout, 
perch,  or  roach,  also  whether  to  be  had  by  ticket,  or 
permission,  or  how  ? — Yours  faithfully, 

Cheadle.  Joseph  Coson. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


Thames  Fishing  Eights. 

It  hag  been  stated  several  times,  both  in  the 
Press  and  at  public  meetings,  that  the  action  taken 
by  Sir  Eoger  Palmer  to  defend  his  iishing  rights  in 
the  Thames  was  the  outcome  of  the  establishment 
of  the  Thames  Salmon  Association.  That  this 
was  not  so  is  proved  by  the  evidence  in  the  recent 
case  in  the  High  Court  of  Justice.  Sir  Eoger  took 
action  because  his  title  to  the  bed  of  the  river  had 
been  questioned  by  the  Thames  Conservancy. 
After  hearing  the  evidence,  Mr.  .Justice  Swinfen 
Eady  found  that  Sir  Eoger  Palmer  had  fully  estab- 
lished his  case,  and  James  Andrews,  of  Maidenhead, 
the  professional  fisherman  and  defendant  in  the 
action,  has  to  pay  all  costs.  It  is  clear  that  Andrews 
was  either  very  obstinate  or  very  badly  advised, 
because  he  was  warned  by  prominent  oflicials  of 
the  Anglers'  Association  and  the  Public  Footpaths 
Protection  Association  that  there  was  no  doubt 
whatever  as  to  Sir  Eoger's  title,  and  that  to  go 
on  with  the  case  was  only  to  prejudice  the  in- 
terests of  anglers  on  the  Thames  and  everywhere 
else.  Eiparian  owners  naturally  feel  less  inclined 
to  grant  permission  to  fish  when  they  find  anglers 
like  Andrews  arrogantly  assert  that  they  will  fish 
"  rights  or  no  rights."  What  is  the  result  ?  Why, 
that  when  we  get  a  good  case  which  is  worth  fighting 
we  shall  be  afraid  to  fight  it,  and  that  the  privilege 
of  fishing  in  private  waters  is  jeopardised.  I  am 
as  keen  for  fighting  for  any  real  public  rights  as 
any  man,  but  I  clo  object  to  running  my  head 
against  such  a  solid  wall  as  the  Law  of  England, 
as  repeatedly  interpreted  and  administered  by  the 
highest  legal  authorities  in  the  land.  I  need  add 
nothing  to  what  I  said  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Oct.  I'i,  1001,  and  at  the  meeting  at  the  King's 
Hall,  Ilolbom  I'estaurant.  Of  course  we  all  know 
the  old  saying  that  it  is  easy  to  be  wise  after  the 
event,  and  how  are  you  to  test  these  claims — unless 
you  test  them.  Yes,  but  you  don't  as  a  rule  want 
to  jump  on  a  plank  over  a  mud  ditch  which  is 
manifestly  rotten,  merely  to  test  it. 


THE  FISniNa  GAZETTE 


Fishing  on  Windermere. 
I  see  from  "  Eainbow's  "  note  in  the  Westmor- 
land Gazette  that  the  cold  weather  still  interferes 
with  sport  there.  Writing  from  Bowness,  he 
says  : — "  Very  little  fishing  of  any  kind  has  been 
done  here  the  last  few  days,  the  weather  having 
been  altogether  too  cold  and  unsettled.  Mr.  Geo. 
Evans,  of  Bowness,  tried  the  trout  with  fly  for  a 
couple  of  hours  this  week  end,  and  got  one  nice 
trout,  and  had  a  few  more  rises.  No  doubt  a  little 
later  on  there  will  be  a  few  trout  to  be  p:ot  with 
fly  when  they  have  got  over  their  glut  of  Bracken 
Clock.  Char  are  doing  very  badly,  our  veteran 
char  troUer,  Mr.  Butterfield,  of  Windermere,  having 
on  Monday  and  Tuesday  five  fish  each  day.  They 
are  now  in  splendid  condition.  Pike  have  been 
doing  badly  for  some  days  now,  but  no  doubt  they 
will  make  up  for  it  later  on ;  as  a  rule  they  are 
blessed  with  a  very  healthy  appetite.  In  spite  of 
cold  weather  the  perch  are  biting,  and  very  fair 
catches  are  being  made." 


The  Eeport  of  the  Commissioners  on  Salmon 
Fisheries  has  been  published,  and  will  be  referred 
to  next  week. 


A  Jack-Knife  FOUND  IN  A  Sea-Trout. 

Mr.  T.  J.  Barratt  kindly  sends  me  a  photograph 
of  a  fish  and  knife  sent  to  him  by  Mr.  Frank  C. 
Simson,  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia.  Mr.  Barratt 
says  : — "  I  think  the  enclosed  photograph  and 
letter  from  Halifax  will  make  .a  good  fish  tale  for 
the  Fisliing  Gazette.  You  may  rely  upon  its  being 
perfectly  true," 

Mr.  Simson  says : — "  There  was  nothing  at  all 
wonderful  about  the  fish  except  the  knife.  The 
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result  that  98,000  brown  trout  and  21,000  rainbow 
trout  were  turned  out  in  the  society's  waters,  and 
111,000  brown  trout  and  49,000  rainbow  trout  ova  and 
fry' sold.  This  result,  although  better  than  the  pre- 
ceding year,  is  disappointing.  Mr.  W.  D.  Ayson  was 
appointed  Acting-Curator  on  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
De  Latour,  and  the  council  have  every  reason  to 
believe  the  results  of  the  present  spawning  season  will 
be  satisfactory.  The  stock  of  fish  at  present  at  the 
ponds  is  as  follows  : — Rainbow — two  years  and  six 
months  old,  2780;  four  years  old,  GO;  six  months 
fry,  6000.  Pontinalis  —  three  years  old,  1.50;  six 
months  fry,  80.  Brown  trout — fry,  six  months  old, 
about  100.  This  is  a  far  larger  proportion  of  rainbows 
than  have  ever  been  held  before,  and  given  even 
moderate  success  500,000  rainbow  ova  and  fry  should 
be  available  for  sale  and  distribution.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  rainbow  trout  have  so  far  increased  more 
rapidly  in  the  Auckland  district  than  they  have  here, 
but  good  reports  have  been  received  fcom  Makuri,  in 
this  district,  where  the  fish  are  breeding  well  in  the 
small  tributaries.  In  the  Mangatainoka  no  increase 
is  noticeable,  and  in  the  Waikanae  where  rainbow  were 
caught  two  years  ago,  none  are  now  seen.  However, 
the  council  are  of  opinion  that  rainbows  have  never 
yet  received  a  fair  trial ;  with  the  stock  now  at  the 
ponds  there  is  every  hope  that  this  should  be  able  to 
be  done  next  year. 

Spaivning  Season. — The  fontinalis  spa'wned  early  in 
May.  The  first  brown  trout  were  stripped  on  June  6 
and  the  last  on  August  8.  The  total  number  of 
spawners  netted  was  1027,  producing  293,000  brown 
trout  ova.  The  Irainbow  trout  commenced  spawning 
on  June  20  and  ended  on  August  19.  The  total  num- 
ber of  ova  put  down  was  483,000,  and  119,500  fry  were 
liberated  in  the  waters  in  the  Wellington  district,  and 
105,000  fry  and  60,000  ova  sold  to  other  societies. 

Salmon. — The  Government  have  now  taken  in  hand 
the  rearing  and  distribution  of  salmon,  and  have 
erected  a  hatchery   on  the   Hakataramea  river,  a 


Photo  of  Sba-Thout  and  the  Knife  found  in  it. 
(Caught  at  Wallace  Falls,  Halifa.\  Co.,  Nova  Scotia,  May,  1900,  by  Mr.  Frank  C.  Simson.) 


fish  was  thirteen  inches  in  length  and  weighed 
2O0Z.  The  knife,  when  taken  from  the  fish,  was 
coated  with  skin,  and  showed  that  it  must  have 
been  in  the  fish  for  at  least  one  season,  as  it  was 
taken  in  May.  We  have  very  good  sea-trout  fishing 
here.  In  five  hours  I  have  caught  1001b.,  ranging 
from  4|lb.  down  to  21b.  I  should  like  to  give  you 
a  few  days  over  our  lakes  here  some  time." 


WELLINGTON  ACCLIMATISATION  SOCIETY. 

Extbacts  feom  the  Seventeenth  Annual 
BsroRT. 

The  council  has  the  pleasure  of  presenting  the 
seventeenth  annual  report,  and  ,in  doing  so  briefly 
refers  to  the  more  important  items  dealt  with  during 
the  past  year. 

Financial. — On  reference  to  the  balance-sheet  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  revenue  for  the  year  was'£1682  9s.  3d., 
and  the  expenditure  .£1487  6s.  Id.,  showing  a  credit 
balance  of  £195  Ss.  2d.  on  the  year's  operations.  The 
chief  increase  has  been  in  the  number  of  trout  fishing 
licences  issued,  but  receipts  from  other  sources  have 
also  been  well  maintained. 

Licences  Issued. — The  number  of  licences  issued 
was  :— Fishing  :  men's,  545  ;  boys',  253  ;  ladies',  24  ; 
half-yearly,  119.  Deer  shooting,  100.  Imported  game, 
390.  The  substantial  increase  which  continues  in 
the  number  of  fishing  licences  is  most  satisfactory. 
It  is  an  indication  that  the  sport  is  improving  and 
becoming  a  favourite  pastime  with  a  large  number  of 
the  community,  also  that  the  society  will  not  lack 
funds  to  carry  out  restocking  operations.  That 
restocking  is  necessary  is  now  generally  recognised. 
The  State  of  New  York  Fisheries'  Department  alone 
recently  turned  out  over  212  millions  of  fry  into  the 
State's  waters  in  one  year. 

Fish  Culture.— Fitk  culture  is  now  carried  on  all 
over  the  world,  largely  State-aided  in  many  instances. 
In  New  Zealand  the  Government  have  taken  up  the 
introduction  of  salmon,  but  the  acolimatisation  and 
protection  of  trout  devolves  on  the  society,  and  is  only 
made  possible  by  the  fees  received  from  sportsmen  and 
the  sale  of  ova  and  fry.  During  the  past  season 
490,000  ova  were  dealt  with  at  the  hatchery,  with  the 


tributary  of  the  Waitaki,  under  the  supervision  of 
Mr.  Ayson,  Chief  Inspector  of  Fisheries.  Half  a 
million  Quinnat  salmon  ova  were  imported  in  January, 
1901,  and  a  large  number  of  the  fry  liberated  in  Lake 
Ohau  and  the  waters  running  into  the  lake ;  the 
remainder  were  held  at  the  Hakataramea  hatchery 
until  one  year  old,  when  half  of  them  were  put  into 
the  Hakataramea  river ;  the  balance  are  to  be  kept 
until  four  years  old,  so  that  when  liberated  just  before 
spawning  season  they  will  naturally  run  up  the  rivers 
to  spawn.  Half  a  million  Sock-eye  or  Blue-back  were 
also  imported,  but  owing  to  faulty  packing  the  ova 
arrived  in  very  bad  condition.  About  90,000  were 
hatched  cut  at  Lake  Ohau  and  liberated  there;  the 
remainder  are  to  be  retained  until  one  year  old. 
About  200,000  ova  of  Salmo  salar  were  obtained  from 
Great  Britain,  and  hatched  out  about  fifty  per  cent. 
These  fry  are  being  kept  at  Hakataramea  for  the 
present.  The  Otago  Society  is  assured  on  good 
authority  that  a  true  grilse  was  caught  in  the  Waiau 
last  February,  and  catches  of  fish  almost  identical 
with  salmon  are  reported  from  other  rivers,  but  it  is 
still  a  very  moot  point  whether  we  really  have  true 
salmon  or  not. 

Fishing  Seascm. — The  past  season  taken  on  the 
whole  has  been  a  good  one,  more  licences  have  been 
taken  out  than  during  any  previous  year,  and  well 
filled  creels  have  been  the  rule.  The  fish  taken  have 
been  in  good  condition,  and  free  from  disease  of  any 
kind.  No  losses  from  bush  fires  have  been  reported, 
and  fish  have  shown  up  well  in  streams  where  they 
had  not  hitherto  been  noticed.  Many  tourists  have 
been  attracted  to  our  shores  for  fishing,  in  fact  trout 
fishing  in  New  Zealand  is  becoming  a  well-known 
sport. 

Poaching. — Ranging  with  a  view  to  the  suppression 
of  poaching  has  been  vigorously  prosecuted.  Steps 
have  also  been  taken  to  prevent  the  pollution  of 
streams  by  refuse  from  saw  mills  and  flax  mills. 


The  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  Sea  Angling 
Festival. 

In  order  to  make  known  to  sea  anglers  the 
"  exceptional  nature  of  the  sport  to  be  obtained  ofi' 
Hastings,"  it  has  been  decided  to  hold  a  sea  angling 
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festival  in  the  late  autumn.  I  am  glad  to  hear 
from  one  of  the  hon.  secretaries,  Mr.  H.  Dowsett, 
that  the  movement  is  receiving  hearty  support 
from  the  Mayor  of  Hastings  and  from  many  other 
gentlemen,  who  recognise  that  it  will  probably  be 
the  means  of  increasing  the  popularity  of  Hastings 
and  St.  Leonards  generally. 


Dr.  Furness's  Big  Tarpon. 
According  to  The  Athencmm,  "  Not  content  with 
his  immense  Shakespearean  labours,  Dr.  Horace 
Howard  Furness  has  caught  the  largest  recorded 
tarpon  (2461b.),  landing  his  fish  in  thirty  minutes, 
and  returning  it,  like  a  sportsman,  to  the  water  as 
being  inedible."  E.  B.  Marston. 


EXTENSION  OF  THE  WESTON 
FISHEEY. 


Colonel  F.  H.  Custance,  the  well-known  fish- 
culturist,  has  found  it  necessary  to  considerably 
extend  his  fishery  at  Weston,  and  has  added  several 
ponds  to  the  large  number  (upwards  of  sixty) 
previously  owned  by  him. 

The  new  ponds  are  of  most  simple  design  ;  they 
are  formed  direct  from  the  soil,  well  planted  with 
marginal  and  other  aquatic  plants,  and  young  trees 


AN  "OFF"  DAY. 

It  is  a  still  and  sultry  Sabbath  morning  on  Lough 
Mask.  For  two  hours  we  have  been  stewing  in  the 
woods  amusing  ourselves  by  catching  small  trout 
— locally  called  "  sprats  "—for  trolling  baits.  As  we 
reach  the  shore  of  the  lough  we  meet  our  fisherman, 
Pat,  returned  from  his  six-mile  walk  to  mass. 
"  'Tis  a  likely  day  for  the  fly,  sir,  and  there  is  a 
heavy  rise  of  the  natural."  A  welcome  breeze  has 
sprung  up  crisping  the  surface  of  the  lough,  and 
great  masses  of  greyish  clouds  tone  down  the  light. 
No  need  to  ask  how  Pat  knows  the  fly  is  up.  Watch 
the  pretty  Black  Headed  gulls.  Over  every  shallow 
there  are  numbers  hovering  a  few  feet  above  the 
surface,  beating  up  to  wm  Iward,  quartering  every 
inch  of  water.  A  sudden  rise  or  fall  in  their  flight, 
a  quick  dip  of  the  glossy  black  head,  and  a  freshly 
hatched  Green  Drake  has  gone  to  stay  an  appetite 
that  seems  sadly  prosaic  in  such  graceful  hunters. 
It  is  wonderful  how  these  gulls  gather.  When 
there  is  no  rise  of  Drakes  hardly  a  lack  Head  will 
be  visible.  I  have  do  doubt  that  their  presence  is 
detrimental  to  the  fishing,  not  for  the  amount  of 
fly  they  consume,  although  it  must  be  enormous. 
A  trout  sets  his  heart  on  a  juicy  Drake,  and  just  as 
he  is  rising  for  it  a  shadow  swoops  above  him  and 
the  fly  is  snatched  away.  Once  or  twice  this  would 
not  matter,  but  occurring  over  and  over  again  I 


and  I  mount  a  natural  "  sprat."  Forty  yards  of 
line  run  off  the  reels,  then  the  rods  are  laid  down, 
each  with  a  check  stone  on  the  line,  and  there 
is  nothing  to  do  but  smoke  and  wait  for  a  run. 
But  to  the  angler  who  takes  the  slightest  interest 
in  Nature  this  doing  nothing  is  on  Lough  Mask  full 
of  interest. 

Mergansers  peep  out  from  the  shores  of  the  rooky 
islands  whereon  they  nest,  and  as  soon  as  they  feel 
sure  they  have  been  seen  the  pair  go  flapping  away 
— rarely  do  they  let  you  get  near  enough  for  a  good 
look  at  them.  The  graceful  terns  are  bolder,  and 
hawk  up  and  down  quite  close  to  the  boat  uttering 
their  curious  cry — like  a  short  run  on  a  check 
reel.  Pretty  little  sandpipers  dart  from  the  rocks 
when  we  near  an  island,  and  whistling  away  ener- 
getically invariably  take  a  flight  clear  round  the 
boat  back  to  the  shore,  where,  perched  on  a  boulder, 
they  flirt  their  tails  in  a  self-satisfied  way.  Our 
meditations  are  interrupted  by  the  scream  of  a  reel. 
The  Blue  Phantom: has  proved  too  tempting  for  a 
bonnie  trout,  and  after  a  gallant  fight  my  chum 
nets  a  beautiful  gillaroo  weighing  3ilb.  For 
another  hour  things  are  slow,  and  then  just  as  we 
are  passing  along  the  shores  of  Gull  Island  both 
reels  screech,  but  this  time  we  have  hooked  not 
fish  but  rocks.  While  we  are  pottering  abc;  ;. 
clearing  the  lines,  a  pair  of  Great  Black-baclv  ' 
gulls  rise  from  the  island  and  circle  above    < , 


Kodaked  by']  [£".  S. 

Outlet  to  a  Pish  Pond  at  Weston,  neab  Norwich, 


Kodake  I  bij]  [  A', 

One  op  the  New  Ponds  at  Weston,  near  Norwich. 


have  been  established  on  the  banks,  for  the  colonel 
is  a  great  believer  in  plenty  of  shade  and  plenty  of 
aquatic  vegetation. 

I  took  a  photograph  of  one  of  these  new  ponds, 
thinking  it  might  prove  of  interest.  The  outlet 
(which  I  also  photographed)  is  at  once  one  of  the 
simplest  and  most  perfect  I  have  seen. 

It  will  be  seen,  from  the  illustration,  that  the 
pond  is  dammed  back  by  means  of  a  strong  wall  of 
brickwork.  A  slanting  screen  extends  from  the 
top  of  this  brickwork — about  two  feet  above  the 
normal  height  of  the  water  —  to  the  bottom. 
Behind  this  is  a  sluice  of  an  approved  form,  which 
allows  the  water  to  be  drawn  from  the  surface 
when  the  pond  is  being  emptied,  or  the  water  in  it 
requires  to  be  adjusted  in  height.  This  is  done  by 
means  of  sluice-boards,  which  are  taken  from  the 
top  as  necessary.  A  broad  lip,  or  shelf,  is  firmly 
attached  to  the  top  board,  and  this  conducts  the 
water  well  out  into  the  pond  next  below,  or  into 
the  stream  below,  as  the  case  may  be. 

In  practice  Colonel  Custance  finds  these  outlets 
quite  satisfactory  in  working,  and  that  he  is  satisfied 
Bnould  go  far  to  favourably  commend  them  to  the 
notice  of  others  who  are  busily  engaged  making 
fisheries.  E.  S.  S. 


Amkkican  Books. — A  Catalogue  of  American  books  In  various 
departments  <jf  literature  can  be  had  of  Hamp8on  Low,  Marston 
Bud  (^o.,  Limited,  .St.  Uuustan'siHouse,  Ketter-laue,  London. 


feel  sure  that  this  shadowy  presence,  which  may 
be  a  source  of  danger  to  him,  causes  the  trout  to 
be  very  shy  of  rising  to  the  fly,  and  he  resorts  to 
taking  his  toll  of  them  as  still  encased  they  rise 
toward  the  surface. 

The  lunch  is  stowed  aboard,  the  trolling  rods 
also,  and  then  we  are  off.  "  'Tis  a  likely  day  for 
the  fly,"  but  how  often,  alas  I  the  most  likely  days 
belie  their  promise.  For  an  hour  and  a  half  we 
work  the  best  drifts  and  flail  away,  the  only  result 
being  a  brace  of  fish — IJlb.  and  fib. — plus  half-a- 
dozen  half-hearted  rises.  The  wind  is  dropping 
and  the  sun  peeping  through  the  clouds,  and  at 
last  the  less  persevering  of  us  says,  "  For  heaven's 
sake,  let's  stop  this  and  have  lunch."  Aching 
wrists  and  dwindling  hopes  second  the  proposal, 
and  the  boat  is  headed  for  Saint's  Island.  There 
on  the  smooth  water- worn  shingle,  shaded  by  the 
alders,  the  picnic  lunch  is  enjoyed  as,  surely,  no 
lunch  is  enjoyed  w  thin  four  walls — the  Bass  seems 
more  sparkling,  the  tobacco  sweeter,  and  we  lie 
under  the  rustling  trees  until — until — with  a  start 
we  sit  up.  Our  pipes  lie  cold  upon  the  shingle, 
and  we  realise  that  a  good  half-hour's  snooze  has 
freshened  us  to  meet  whatever  lack  of  sport  may 
be  in  store  for  the  afternoon.  It  has  dropped  dead 
calm,  and  the  sun  bums  down  out  of  a  cloudless 
sky.  Trolling  is  the  only  hope,  and  out  go  the 
baits.    My  chum  pins  his  faith  to  a  Blue  Phantom, 


uttering  their  shrill  "  a-ar-huck-uck-uck  !  "  The 
nearer  the  boat  gets  to  the  shore  the  shriller 
become  their  cries.  "  They  must  have  a  nest 
there.  Things  are  slow,  and  the  baits  are  aboard. 
Let's  see  if  we  can  find  it."  The  boat  is  beached, 
and  all  four — anglers  and  boatmen — strive  to  find 
the  nest.  The  wildly  excited  birds  help  us — it  is 
like  the  children's  game,  "  hotter  or  colder," 
their  cries  waxing  or  waning  according  to  our 
proximity  to  their  nest.  Mick,  our  younger  boat- 
man, is  the  quickest  eyed,  and  calls  "  Here's  the 
big  fellow's  nest,  sir."  Among  the  boulders  is  a 
shallow  mass  of  bents  and  grasses  trampled  down 
with  only  the  slightest  hollow  in  the  centre,  in 
which  lies  a  dead  youngster.  "  There  must  be 
more  than  one."  A  short,  energetic  search,  and 
again  Mick  scores,  pointing  out  a  fluffy  mottled 
ball,  the  size  of  a  young  gosling,  huddled  up  right 
under  a  boulder  a  yard  or  more  from  the  nest. 
We  scrape  him  out  gently,  and  he  does  his  very 
best  to  peck  us,  but  fortunately  his  beak  has  not 
attained  the  formidable  proportions  of  those  of  his 
parents.  No  sooner  do  the  old  birds  see  that  we 
have  found  their  little  one  than  they  come  hurtling 
almost  in  our  faces  with  shrill  "  wauk  !  wauks  !  " 
of  anger.  After  a  moment  or  two  we  realise  that 
their  pluck  is  not  sufficient  to  lead  them  to  attack 
us.  We  must  have  a  picture  of  the  little  chap.  It 
is  impossible  to  get  in  position  for  a  rapid  snap. 
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and  difficult  to  find  a  rest  for  the  camera.  At  last 
my  friend  kneels  down  on  the  rocks,  and  elevating 
the  hinder  portion  of  his  anatomy  forms  a  good 
impromptu  rest.    Our  sitter  is  most  disobliging. 


ciples  of  Izaak  Walton,  possessing  as  it  does  all 
the  essentials  of  a  fishing  stream,  but  on  a  scale 
considerably  larger  than  that  with  which  most 
votaries  of  the  piscatorial  art  in  Europe  or  America 


Wecxhau  Ebgatta,  1SS8. 
(From  "  Broadland  Sport.") 


No  sooner  is  he  prettily  arranged  on  the  nest  than 
he  scrambles  up  and  waddles  off  for  his  hiding 
place.  At  last  I  get  a  couj)le  of  good  poses,  and 
my  friend  is  assisted  to  the  perpendicular  in  a  state 
bordering  upon  apoplexy.  There  were  any  number 
of  tern's  nests  at  the  other  end  of  the  island,  and 
their  young  are  even  more  difficult  to  find  than  the 
yoimg  gull.  We  persevere,  and  as  the  reward  for 
many  crawls  and  contortions  get  some  decent 
pictures. 

The  day  is  drawing  in,  and  after  an  interesting  toxu- 
among  the  nests  we  start  to  troll  homewards.  This 
time  it  is  the  turn  of  the  "  sprat,"  and  I  get  a  hard 
fighting  but  ugly,  round  headed  lake  trout  of  42lb. 
Slowly  we  troll  over  and  past  the  fishing  grounds, 
but  not  another  run  do  we  get.  The  sun  has  sunk 
below  the  mountains,  lea^'ing  only  the  merest  rosy 
tinge  on  their  summits  to  relieve  their  sombre 
piurple.  TnJy  for  eight  hours  out  it  has  been 
an  ofi'  day  as  regards  the  fish  taken  ;  but  the  charm 
of  a  day  must  not  be  measured  by  the  bag  alone — 
We  are  content.  G.  Westeup. 


BEOADLAND  SPOET. 


As  the  author  of  this  interesting  and  handsome 
volume  says,  a  great  many  books  have  already 
been  published  dealing  with  the  district  of  the 
Norfolk  Broads,  but  he  claims  for  it  that  it  is 
the  only  work  dealing  exclusively  with  the  sports 
and  pastimes  of  this  interesting  country.  Mr. 
Nicholas  Everitt,  the  author,  says  it  is  the  result 
of  the  actual  experience  of  sportsmen,  including 
his  own,  and  not  merely  the  "outcome  of  a  vivid 
imagination."  The  subjects  dealt  with  include  all 
kinds  of  fishing,  shooting,  yachting,  and  boating, 
with  an  appendix  giving  an  account  of  the  "  Origin 
of  Fish  Preservation  in  Broadland,"  in  which  we 
are  glad  to  see  that  the  work  of  Mr.  W.  Oldham 
Chambers  is  mentioned  ;  there  is  no  doubt  he  was 
the  moving  spirit  of  the  1880  Norwich  Fisheries 
Exhibition,  which  led  to  the  series  of  splendid 
exhibitions  at  South  Kensington.  There  is  some 
useful  information  about  the  fish,  fishing,  and 
fishing  places  of  the  district,  not  so  much  as  the 
angler  would  like,  indeed  fishing  is  not  treated 
anything  like  so  fully  as  shooting  and  yachting  ; 
all  the  same  this  is  a  book  which  will  afford 
pleasant  reading  to  all  lovers  of  Broadland,  and 
will  no  doubt  very  largely  increase  their  numbers. 
We  have  to  thank  the  publishers,  Messrs.  R.  A. 
Everett  ifi  Co.,  of  Essex-street,  Strand,  for  the 
loan  of  an  interesting  illustration  of  Wroxham 
Ilegatta  nearly  forty  years  ago.  To  some  of  the 
chapters  on  fishing  we  hope  to  refer  in  a  future  issue 
of  the  Fiahinf/  Gaxctte. 


AN  AUSTEALIAN  FISHING 
EESOET. 


Port  Hacking  Piiver,  a  few  miles  south  of 
Sydney,  has  long  been,  even  from  the  [early  days 
of  settlement,  a  favourite  resort  of  Antipodean  dis- 


are  familiar.  The  upper  waters  of  the  river  divide 
the  magnificent  reserve  known  as  the  National 
Park  into  two  immense  portions,  and  by  a  judicious 
system  of  damming  have  been  rendered  navigable 
for  small  pleasure  boats  almost  to  their  source. 
The  lower  portion  of  the  stream  embraces  a  course 
of  over  four  miles,  another  distance  of  equal  length 
to  Port  Hacking  Heads,  forming  part  of  the  port. 
The  navigation  of  the  stream  by  steam  launches 
has  been  facilitated  by  the  construction  of  training 
walls  at  various  points,  which  enable  the  boats  to 
avoid  the  numerous  broad  sand  flats,  the  course  to 
be  steered  being  indicated  by  broad  white  patches 
on  the  riverside  rocks.  About  a  couple  of  miles 
down  the  river,  which  passes  through  scenery  of 
the  loveliest  character,  is  a  mass  of  stone  known 
as  "  Swallow  Eock,"  which,  when  the  birds  are 
preparing  for  their  annual  migration,  is  covered 
with  large  numbers  of  them.  This  place  is  a 
favourite  resort  of  fishermen,  for  it  overlooks  a 
deep  hole  where  bream  are  plentiful.  Indeed,  the 
whole  of  the  river  and  port  is  one  great  fishing 
ground.  "  The  schnapper,  the  most  valuable  of  all 
the  Australian  fish  tribe  is,"  we  are  told,  "to  be 
caught  near  most  of  the  rocky  points  of  reefs ;  the 
red  bream,  in  sizes  from  the  smallest  to  the  squire, 
haunts  almost  every  deep  hole  between  the  dam 
and  the  heads  ;  the  black  rock  cod,  considered  to 
be  the  fish  of  most  delicate  flesh  in  Australasian 
waters,  is  another  denizen  of  the  deep  rocky  holes ; 
and  there  is  an  abundance  of  jewfish,  tarwhine, 
flathead,  sand  and  sea  whiting,  black  bream, 
flounder  and  flying  gurnet,"     Further  on  are 


numerous  bays  and  projecting  points,  the  shores  of 
which  arc  covered  with  oysters,  which  visitors  are 
allowed  to  collect  in  reasonable  quantities  and 
under  certain  restrictions,  intended  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  grounds.  Millions  of  the 
delicious  bivalve  have  been  obtained  since 
their  existence  here  was  first  discovered, 
and  they  appear  as  plentiful  as  ever.  A 
large  inlet,  known  as  the  South  West  Arm, 
is  much  frequented  by  visitors.  It  is 
navigable  for  about  two  miles  and  a 
quarter,  the  surrounding  scenery  being  of 
the  loveliest  description,  "  Along  its 
navigable  length  it  lies  between  banks 
whose  sides  are  dressed  in  living  green, 
brightened  in  springtime  by  the  flowers  of 
blossoming  trees,  growing  in  the  midst  of 
calm  nature  yet  unspoiled  by  man.  Most 
of  the  land-marks  are  on  the  eastern 
shore,  although  on  the  opposite  bank 
several  unnamed  glens  and  rocky  walls 
are  distinctive  features  not  wanting  in  pic- 
turesqueness.  On  both  banks  red  and 
grey  gums  are  numerous,  their  symmetry 
and  equableness  of  development  showing 
that  they  have  grown  in  an  untroubled 
atmosphere.  There  are  also  turfy  banks 
and  carpets  of  bracken,  all  adding  to  the 
faithful  blending  in  nature's  colouration," 
A  place  known  as  Jewfish  Point  is  so  called 
from  the  abundance  of  jewfish  in  its  vicinity  ;  and  at 
another  spot,  the  "  Devil's  Hole,"  a  broad  patch  of 
deep  water  shadowed  by  an  overhanging  rock,  black 
bream  are  plentiful.  At  every  point,  in  every  bay, 
the  fisherman  who  selects  the  right  time  and  the 
proper  bait  will  find  his  labours  amply  rewarded. 
At  the  head  of  navigation  the  scene  becomes  like  a 
glimpse  of  fairy-land,  the  fresh  water  of  the  creek 
descending  in  a  series  of  cascades  over  masses  of 
rock  into  the  stream  below.  "  In  this  romantic 
solitude  the  waratah  blooms  vmseen,  rock  lilies 
grow  and  flower  undisturbed,  and  the  Christmas 
Bush  develops  into  a  tree  thirty  or  forty  feet  in 
height."  Another  inlet,  "  Cabbage  Tree  Creek,"  is 
practically  a  large  lake,  the  entrance  being  closed 
by  a  sand  bar,  covered  only  at  high  water.  The 
lagoon  thus  formed  "  is  fringed  with  groves  of 
exquisite  cabbage  palms  and  tree  ferns,  a  beautiful 
sheet  of  water  amidst  lovely  surroundings."  Eed 
and  black  bream,  mullet,  whiting,  and  sea  perch 
are  plentiful  here,  and  it  does  not  take  long  to  fill 
the  fisherman's  basket.  The  river  is  within  easy 
reach  of  Sydney  by  railway,  the  fare  being  only  a 
few  pence.     John  Plummee,  Sydney,  Australia. 


MANY  THOUSANDS  OF  TEOUT 
POISONED. 


Me.  W.  J.  Claekb,  of  Messrs.  Joseph  Braddell 
and  Son,  the  well-known  fishing  tackle  manufac- 
turers and  sporting  agents  of  Belfast,  sends  us 
photographs  and  particulars  of  a  case  of  wholesale 
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trout  destruction  which  is  enough  to  make  angels 
as  well  as  anglers  weep.    Mr.  Clarke  says : — 

"I  send  you  herewith  four  photographs  taken  of 
the  Six-mile-water,  near  Muckamore  ;  you  will  see 
by  them  the  enormous  quantities  of  trout  which 
have  been  poisoned  by  some  means  or  other.  I 
think  this  will  surpass  anything  of  the  kind  you  have 
ever  seen.  If  you  think  these  are  worth  making 
illustrations  of  for  the  Fishing  Gazette,  you  may  do 
BO. — Yours  faithfully,  "  W.  J.  Clarke." 

In  replj'  to  a  request  for  further  particulars, 
Mr.  Clarke  says : — 

"  The  fish  have  been  destroyed  by  chemical 
refuse  being  emptied  into  the  river.  The  photo- 
graphs only  show  parts  of  the  river  where  the  fish 
have  been  seen,  and  the  size  range  from  minnow 
size  to  about  21b.  weight  and  over,  but  the  majority 
are  about  ^Ib.  or  fib.  I  might  say  that  it  is  one 
of  the  best  little  rivers  near  Belfast,  and  it  is  a  pity 
that  nothing  can  be  done  to  stop  this  poisonous 
stuff  being  put  into  it." 

We  reproduce  one  of  the  photographs.  What  a 
splendidly  prolific  river  it  must  be ;  surely  some- 
thing can  be  done,  and  should  be  done.  In  Austria 
recently  a  chemical  factory  poisoned  a  most  prolific 
stream  and  killed  tons  of  fine  trout  and  other  fish. 
The  anglers  of  the  district  unitedito  get  redress,  and 
the  Austrian  government  took  action  and  punished 
the  beastly  mill. 


POLLUTION  OF  THE  EIVER  LEA. 

PRESENT  INJURY— PROJECTED 
REMEDIES— BANK  HOLIDAY 
SPORTS  ABANDONED, 


[I  AM  glad  to  find  that  the  Daily  News  is 
taking  up  the  question  of  the  pollution  of  the 
River  Lea  as  well  as  the  state  of  the  Lea  Valley 
generally. — Ed.  F.  O.] 

Independent  observation  and  varied  inquiries 
by  a  representative  of  the  Daily  News  at  Ware  on 
Saturday  prove  beyond  all  possibility  of  doubt  that 
the  inhabitants  of  that  town  have  a  genuine  and 
serious  grievance.  Such  is  the  foul  condition  of 
the  River  Lea  in  its  sluggish  passage  through  their 
town  that  the  committees  who  for  years  past  have 
organised  aquatic  sports  for  the  August  Bank 
Holiday  have  been  obliged  to  abandon  the  fete  this 
year,  because  any  extra  disturbance  of  the  water 
would  result  in  nauseous  odours.  That  the  dis- 
appointment is  great  might  go  without  saying,  and 
that  the  loss  to  the  town  will  be  considerable  is 
equally  obvious,  for  crowds  went  from  London  to 
enjoy  the  day. 

The  main  cause  of  pollution  which  has  long  been 
unpleasantly  associated  with  this  part  of  the  River 
Lea  is  what  had  once  been  a  rivulet,  but  is  now  a 
black-looking  flow  charged  with  the  sewage  of  the 
10,000  population  of  Hertford,  two  miles  away, 
and  which  empties  into  the  Lea  little  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  centre  of  the  town  of 
Ware.  The  junction  is  called  "  j\Ianitold  Ditch," 
not  because  of  the  various  kinds  of  slush,  but  by 
mere  coincidence.  Bargemen  who  pass  there  with 
their  big,  long  barges,  carrying  barley,  malt,  wheat, 
coal,  etc.,  say  that  in  hot  weather  the  stink  is 
abominable,  and  that  this  is  the  worst  part  of  the 
whole  river.  Even  at  the  best,  as  it  probably  was 
on  Saturday,  very  perceptible  lumps  of  black  filth 
passed  over  the  small  weir  and  dissolved  gradually. 
A  dish  of  roach  had  been  taken  by  a  fisherman 
lower  down.  "  But,  said  he,  "  I  would  not  eat 
them."  The  river  is  about  forty  to  fifty  feet  wide, 
and  from  seven  to  ten  feet  in  depth,  and  for 
purposes  of  navigation,  to  serve  the  extensive  trade 
carried  on,  is  intersected  at  intervals  by  locks. 

No  actual  epidemic  has  occurred,  nor  do  people 
who  live  away  from  the  riverside  feel  any  particularly 
ill  eiiects,  but  the  death-rate,  which  was  formerly 
fourteen  per  thousand,  has  risen  to  eighteen.  Gar- 
bage floats  on  the  river,  and  any  extra  disturbance 
of  the  water  sends  up  foulness.  Aquatic  vegetation 
of  rank  character  covers  small  lagoons  which 
appear  here  and  there.  Only  a  few  Sundays  ago  a 
resident  who  knew  the  Lea  in  its  pellucid  days  saw 
it  fully  covered  with  greenish  slime.  One  of  the 
most  influential  townsmen  of  Ware,  a  member  of 
the  Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club,  who  had  a  steam 
launch  up  there,  has  been  obliged  to  remove  it  to 
more  salubrious  quarters. 

Authoritative  Statement. 

One  of  the  highoRt  political  and  municipal  autho- 
rities of  the  county  was  good  enough  to  impart  to 


our  representative  a  statement  to  the  following 
effect :  The  New  River  Company  have  taken,  as 
they  are  entitled  by  Statute  to  take,  and  do  take, 
22,000,000  gallons  of  water  per  day  from  the  River 
Lea  between  Hertford  and  Ware.  When  they 
found  they  were  risking  the  purity  of  the  stream 
below  their  intake  they  invested  j640,OO0  in  trying 
to  obviate  the  risk  of  injury  from  the  Hertford 
sewage.  They  also  agreed  to  pay  Hertford  £600  a 
year  to  maintain  a  system  of  sewage  treatment. 
The  East  London  Water  Company,  who  take 
30,000,000  gallons  a  day  from  the  Lea,  ten  miles 
further  down  the  river,  have  found  it  was  be- 
coming essential  to  protect  the  purity  of  their 
supplies  against  risk  from  Hertford  sewage 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  below  the  New  River 
Company's  intake  which  may  seriously  afi'ect 
the  quality  of  the  water.  The  position  is  this, 
that  the  East  London  Company,  realising  the 
danger,  and  warned  probably  by  the  drought 
scare  which  the  Daily  News  so  ably  dealt 
with,  have  now  come  to  the  conclusion  to  make  a 
contract  with  the  Hertford  Corporation  to  treat  the 
whole  of  the  Hertford  sewage,  at  £100  a  year, 
according  to  the  best  and  most  modern  method. 
The  Hertford  authorities  have  accordingly  made 
certain  arrangements  with  the  East  London  Com- 
pany, and  at  the  present  moment  this  result  is 
most  opportune  and  appropriate,  inasmuch  as  the 
Ware  Regatta  Committee  have  had  to  postpone  the 
whole  of  their  aquatic  sports  on  account  of  the 
foulness  of  the  river.  It  is  the  common  talk  in  Ware 
that  either  the  Lea  Conservancy  have  no  adequate 
powers  to  prevent  the  pollution  or  do  not  put  into 
effect  the  powers  which' {they  do  possess,  or  else 
that  the  London  water  companies,; having  in  their 
minds  the  Water  Trust  Bill,  are  endeavouring  to 
"  mark  time  "  so  as  to  avoid  capital  expenditure, 
pending  the  water  companies  being  taken  over  by 
the  Government.  The  probabilities  are  that  the 
London  County  Council  will  seek  Parliamentary 
powers  to  get  rid  of  the  abominable  irrigation 
sewage  farms  between  London  and  Cheshunt,  and 
that  in  the  near  future  the  Water  Board,  with  its 
London  majority,  will  similarly  try  to  make  secure 
the  purity  of  the  water  above  the  intakes  of  the 
East  London  Company. 

It  should  perhaps  be  added,  in  order  to  prevent 
a  scare,  that  the  water  taken  by  the  two  companies 
is,  as  a  matter  of  course,  subject  to  filtration,  and 
is  regularly  analysed  for  the  companies  and  by 
inspectors  for  the  Local  Government,  Board. — 
Daily  News,  Aug.  4. 


UP-STEEAM  WOEM  FISHING  ON 
THE  EDEN. 


It  was  a  lovely  summer's  morning,  not  a  cloud 
in  the  sky,  and  the  air  soft  and  warm,  as  we  sped 
past  the  Aire  beyond  Skipton  and  the  Ribble  at 
Settle.  I  saw  that  both  rivers  were  dead  low,  but 
that  did  not  trouble  me  very  much,  for  I  intended 
to  rely  upon  that  favourite  style  of  mine,  "  the 
up-stream  worm."  Appleby  at  last.  I  had  a 
glimpse  of  the  Eden  at  Ormside,  and  saw  that  it 
also  was  at  summer  level.  Culgaith  was  my 
destination,  six  miles  nearer  Carlisle,  and  there  on 
the  platform  was  my  friend  and  his  son  with  a 
trap  in  readiness  outside  the  station  gate  to  convey 
us  to  Temple  Sowerby  Bridge,  where  we  were  to 
commence  operations.  The  river  below  this  point 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  Yorkshire  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion, which  was  founded  by  the  late  Mr.  T.  E. 
Pritt.  Their  rights  continue  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  river,  looking  up-stream,  for  some  little 
distance  further,  but  the  rest  of  the  fishing,  with 
the  exception  of  a  short  length,  has  been  taken  by 
Mr.  Furness,  the  landlord  of  the  King's  Arms  at 
Temple  Sowerby,  and  it  was  this  length  that  we 
were  going  to  fish. 

I  say  "  we,"  but  in  reality  friend  Moxon  and  his 
son  intended  to  play  the  part  of  onlookers,  so  that 
I  had  things  pretty  much  my  own  way. 

The  stream  immediately  above  the  bridge  is  a 
very  pretty  one,  but  I  did  nothing  in  it,  only 
turning  over  one  fish  without  hooking  it,  and  after 
that  we  had  a  fairly  long  walk  to  the  next  stream, 
where  I  landed  a  half-pounder  and  another  rather 
less,  besides  losing  two  others.  Moxon  junior  is  an 
enthusiast,  and  I  predict  a  great  future  before  him 
as  an  angler.  I  have  seldom  seen  a  lad  more 
observant,  and  morning,  noon,  and  night  his 
conversation  is  of  fish  and  fishing.  Anyone  who 
has  fished  on  the  Eden  kngws  well  those  precipitous 


red  sandstone  cliffs  which  rise  sheer  from  the  bed 
of  the  stream,  and  about  a  mile  beyond  our  starting 
place  we  came  upon  one  of  them.  Below  it  is  a 
deep,  tranquil  pool,  which  I  am  told  is  a  great 
place  for  grayling  in  the  autumn.  The  sides  of  it 
are  covered  with  green  verdure,  and  the  effect  of 
the  brilliant  red  and  emerald  tints  in  the  mirror- 
like water  was  most  extraordinary — in  fact,  if 
transferred  to  canvas  no  one  would  have  believed 
it.  The  sun  was  scorchingly  hot,  and  it  required 
very  great  strategy  to  be  able  to  approach  the  fish 
at  all,  but  I  kept  getting  a  fish  here  and  there 
until  about  midday,  when  we  reached  some 
stepping-stones  extending  across  the  river,  and  my 
friend  called  a  halt,  proposing  an  adjournment  to 
the  inn,  which  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant, 
for  a  rest  and  some  lunch.  I  was  by  no  means 
loth,  so  leaving  piscator  junior  in  charge  of  our 
rods,  etc.,  we  ascended  a  steep  hill,  and  soon  found 
ourselves  in  the  cool  parlour  of  the  King's  Arms. 

Temple    Sowerby,    like    most  Westmoreland 
villages,  is  decidedly  picturesque — in  fact,  it  is  often 
called  "the  queen  of  Westmoreland."    The  church 
and  most  of  the  houses  are  built  of  the  red  sand- 
stone mentioned  above,  and  the  bright  green  ivy 
and  creeping  plants  with  which  the  walls  of  me"" 
of  them  are  covered  has  a  most  charming  efff 
Longfellow  might  have  obtained  his  inspiration 
the  "Village  Blacksmith"  from  this  place, 
there  is  the  village  smithy  nestling  actually  under 
the  shadow  of  "  a  spreading  chestnut  tree,"  a 
picturesque  white-washed  building  covered  with 
thatch.    I  was  told  that  his  daughter  was  known 
as  "  the  village  beauty,"  but  had  not  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  her. 

Temple  Sowerby  was  gay,  even  though  the 
Coronation  had  been  postponed.  There  was  a 
cricket  match,  a  tea  provided  in  a  large  marquee, 
and  in  the  evening  a  torchlight  procession  headed 
by  the  village  band,  dancing  and  fireworks  follow- 
ing. But  to  our  fishing.  After  a  quiet  hour  at  the 
inn  we  retraced  our  steps  to  the  river,  and  rewarded 
piscator  junior  with  oranges  and  ginger  beer,  then 
we  proceeded  further  up-stream.  It  there  ii  one 
thing  that  is  fatal  to  successful  worm  fishing  in 
low  water  it  is  a  down-stream  wind,  and  we  had  it 
with  a  vengeance.  It  was  no  easy  task  wading  up- 
stream in  the  blazing  sun,  throwing  a  worm  at  the 
end  of  a  three-yard  gossamer  gut  cast  in  the  teeth 
of  a  persistent  wind,  which  also  made  it  exceed- 
ingly difficult  to  detect  a  bite  ;  but  I  laboured  on, 
remarking  to  my  friend  that  I  rather  fancied  that  if 
one  of  those  misguided  individuals  who  are  wont 
to  designate  angling  as  "  a  nice  lazy  sport  "  was  in 
my  place  he  would  be  inclined  somewhat  to 
modify  his  views  on  the  subject.  I  do  not 
remember  ever  in  my  long  experience  losing  so 
many  fish  after  I  had  fairly  hooked  them  and 
partially  played  them  out.  It  was  positively 
heart-breaking,  and  on  several  occasions  when  I 
shouted  "  Gone  "  to  the  onlookers  I  fancied  that  I 
heard  M.  making  some  rather  strong  remarks.  In 
one  stream  alone  I  lost  four  good  trout  hand 
running,  two  of  them  when  close  to  the  net.  I 
almost  invariably  use  the  Pennell  or  two  hook 
tackle,  but  thought  that  I  would  give  the  Stewart 
arrangement  of  three  hooks  a  chance,  but  it  was 
all  the  same  ;  the  only  way  that  I  could  at  all 
account  for  it  was  the  wind,  which  possibly  pre- 
vented me  from  striking  properly.  At  last  we 
came  to  a  short  length  which  we  could  not  fish,  so 
we  walked  leisurely  along  the  bank  making 
observations  as  we  went.  There  are  certainly  a 
great  many  trout  in  the  water,  and  some  good 
ones ;  we  saw  three  or  four  sailing  about  below  a 
foot-bridge  which  must  have  been  from  Ijlb.  to 
21b.  each. 

Higher  up-stream  there  is  another  bridge  which 
was  undergoing  repair,  and  below  it  is  a  succession 
of  streams  running  on  either  side  of  a  small  island 
which  would  make  the  heart  of  any  trout  fisher 
rejoice.  Although  this  piece  of  water  has  a  great 
reputation,  curiously  enough  I  did  little  in  it,  and 
when  I  liad  finished  fishing  carefully  up  both  sides  I 
splashed  ashore  in  disgust,  and  sat  down  for  a  smoke. 

If  anything  the  wind  got  worse,  and  this  was  all 
the  more  exasperating  inasmuch  as  we  were  now 
on  the  best  part  of  the  water.  After  a  short 
rest  once  more  I  took  to  the  rod,  and  kept  getting  a 
fish  here  and  losing  two  or  three  there,  until  at  last 
we  reached  the  little  village  of  Kirby  Thore,  and 
were  glad  to  take  refuge  in  the  rustic  inn  close  to 
the  bridge,  waiting  until  the  sun  had  sunk  to  rest 
and  so  give  us  a  chance  to  pick  up  a  few  more  fish 
with  fly.  Days  of  Yore. 
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STEAY  NOTES  ON  FISHING  AND 
NATUBAL  HISTOKY.* 


{Contin'ued  from  page  39.) 

Above  the  bait-hook,  which  is  simply  passed 
through  the  upper  lip  of  a  live  bleak,  he  fastens 
one  or  two  Bob  Flies  tied  on  straight  pieces  of 
wire,  or  hooks  minvis  the  bends. 
I  The  live  bait  is  then  quietly  dropped  in  as  near 
the  trout's  haunt  as  it  can  be  ascertained,  and 
the  Bob  Flies  kept  in  motion  on  the  surface  of 
the  water.  These  naturally  attract  the  neighbour- 
ing bleak,  the  old  trout  all  the  time  watching 
their  movements  from  his  hiding-place.  At  length, 
when  a  number  have  been  thus  collected,  he  can 
stand  it  no  longer,  and  makes  a  dash  at  them. 
Away  they  go  instanter,  none  remaining  but  the 
unfortunate  individual  on  the  hook,  who  is  forth- 
with bolted.  The  presence  of  the  free  bleak  would 
probably  be  sufficient  to  disarm  the  suspicions  of 
the  most  wily  trout. 

Many  people  have  carp  in  their  ponds  which, 
they  say,  are  so  shy  that  it  is  of  no  use  to  fish  for 
them.  Should  you  hear  of  such  a  case,  and, 
having  nothing  better  to  do,  like  to  volunteer  your 
services,  I  think  that  (should  they  be  accepted) 
you  will,  by  adopting  the  following  plan,  meet 
with  sufficient  sport  to  induce  you  to  repeat  your 
\dsit. 

How  TO  CATCH  C.\RP. 

The  tackle  required  will  be  simply  a  long  rod,  a 
reel  containing  not  less  than  fifty  yards  of  fineish 
line  (though  less  will  do  if  the  fish  run  small),  a 
fine  but  sound  casting-line  nearly  as  long  as  the 
rod,  hooks  of  about  No.  9  size  tied  on  gut  to  match, 
and  a  small,  unpretending-looking  float,  besides  a 
good  lump  of  the  crumb  of  new  bread,  and  a 
landing-net.  Having  looked  out  a  quiet  place  in 
the  pond,  selecting  rather  shallow  than  deep  water 
(particularly  if  the  weather  be  at  all  hot,  when 
carp  always  affect  the  shallows),  and  if  the  pond 
be  a  large'one  and  cattle  have  access  to  it  not  very 
far  from  that  part  where  they  come  to  drink,  gently 
stick  into  the  ground  near  the  edge  a  small  forked 
stick  (the  fork  about  two  feet  above  ground)  to 
rest  the  rod  upon  and  keep  it  clear  of  the  water, 
and  also  a  few  small  bushes  to  screen  you  from  the 
carp.  Then,  after  quietly  plumbing  the  depth  of 
the  water  you  intend  to  fish,  cover  the  whole  of 
your  hook,  shank  and  all,  with  a  plummet-shaped 
piece  of  bread  kneaded  into  paste  (remembering 
that  if  the  slightest  part  of  the  hook  is  visible  not 
a  carp  will  touch  it),  and  setting  the  float  two  or 
three  feet  further  from  the  bait  than  the  depth  of 
water,  throw  it  well  out,  drawing  in  afterwards  all 
the  slack  of  your  line.  You  may  then  lay  down 
your  rod,  resting  the  top  upon  the  forked  stick,  and 
disposing  the  line  so  that  it  will  run  out  freely, 
and  sitting  do^vn,  while  you  smoke  your  pipe  if  _\ou 
like,  proceed  to  ground-bait  the  place  by  filliping 
in  bread-pills  all  round  your  bait  and  pretty  wide 
of  it.  The  two  great  objects  should  be  not  to  alarm 
the  carp  and  to  get  them  to  feed.  They  are  very 
timid,  and  if  they  have  once  taken  fright  at  any- 
thing, and  left  a  place  in  consequence,  it  will  gener- 
ally be  a  good  while  before  they  will  return  to  it. 
For  this  reason  I  prefer  not  to  throw  in  any  ground- 
bait  when  fishing  for  them  until  all  my  prepara- 
tions are  made  and  the  actual  bait  is  in  the  water. 
If  you  can  once  induce  them  to  begin  to  feed  they 
will  continue  their  search  for  food  in  every  direction, 
and  infallibly  in  due  time  come  to  your  bait.  When 
they  begin  to  come  to  the  bread,  if  the  bottom  is 
at  all  muddy  and  the  water  not  too  deep,  you  will 
see  lines  of  mud  stirred  up  by  them  as  they  come 
on  nuzzling  in  it  like  so  many  pigs.  You  have 
then  only  to  keep  perfectly  quiet  and  bide  your 
time.  The  float  will  give  you  sufficient  warning 
when  to  strike,  and  you  should  only  do  so  when 
the  carp  is  going  well  and  steadily  away  with  it. 
If  your  tackle  is  sound,  and  you  are  not  in  too 
great  a  hurry,  you  may  make  pretty  sure  of  landing 
him,  for,  as  Izaak  Walton  truly  says,  "  The  carp 
is  a  leather-mouthed  fish,  which  doth  seldom  break 
his  hold." 

Although  I  think  it  better,  for  fear  of  alarming 
the  fish,  not  to  throw  in  any  ground-bait  until 
the  actual  bait  is  ready,  yet  I  am  far  from  saying 
that  general  ground-baiting  in  the  place  where  you 
intend  to  fish  is  a  bad  plan.  On  the  contrary,  the 
the  more  you  feed  in  a  particular  place  the  more 
certain  will  the  carp  be  to  resort  to  it,  and  by 

*  From  the  volume  by  Cornwall  Simeon. 


constantly  doing  so  you  may  get  them  to  become 
nearly  or  quite  as  tame  as  barn-door  fowls.  I  may 
instance  those  in  the  pond  of  the  garden  attached 
to  the  Kursaal  at  Wiesbaden,  which  are  really  a 
curious  sight.  Much  more  interest  and  amusement 
is  to  be  derived  from  carp  than  people  in  general 
are  at  all  aware  of ;  it  seems  a  pity  that  they 
should  be  so  neglected  as  they  are  in  England. 

Tame  Carp — Carp  Basking. 

When  carp  are  basking  on  the  surface  of  the 
water  they  can  scarcely  ever  be  induced  to  take  a 
bait ;  nevertheless,  if  feeding  is  going  on  at  the 
bottom  they  before  very  long  by  some  mysterious 
sense  become  aware  of  it,  and  will  wake  up  and 
"  go  below  to  dine."  But  though  you  cannot 
catch  them  with  a  bait  while  thus  basking,  yet  you 
may  occasionally  do  so  without  one  by  lightly 
throwing  over  and  foul-hooking  them.  This  plan, 
with  a  large  weighted  treble  hook,  is  sometimes 
adopted  with  destructive  effect  by  poachers  for 
salmon  when  lying  at  the 'bottom  in  rivers;  it  is 
then  called  "  stroke-hauling." 

Carp,  Eels,  and  JEschylus. 

Grasshoppers,  two  put  on  back  to  back,  form  by 
no  means  a  bad  bait  for  carp  late  in  the  summer, 
but  then  they  should  be  suspended  by  the  float 


Illustration  from  "  The 

about  four  or  five  inches  from  the  bottom,  if 
possible  near  some  weeds  or  water-lilies,  and  not 
very  far  from  the  bank.  I  was  at  home  one  Long 
Vacation,  when  I  supposed  myself  to  be  reading 
.Eschylus,  inter  alia.  This  I  performed  by  taking 
down  to  a  summer-house,  adjoining  a  pond  well 
stocked  with  carp,  in  one  hand  my  yEschylus  and 
Lexicon,  and  in  the  other  a  couple  of  rods  all  ready 
for  action.  These  latter  I  laid  in  duly  baited  with 
grasshoppers  (for  I  had  not  then  discovered  the 
bread  dodge),  and  retired  to  the  summer-house, 
returning  to  visit  them  after  each  hundred  lines 
had  been  got  through.  That  was,  at  least,  the 
rule  I  proposed  to  myself,  but  I  suspect  I  looked 
up  occasionally  before  I  got  to  the  end  of  the 
hundred,  and  if  I  saw  the  top  of  a  rod  bending  did 
not  make  a  point  of  waiting  to  finish  them. 
Besides  the  rods  f  had  also  some  half-dozen  night- 
lines  set,  baited  with  worms  for  eels,  which  I 
visited  periodically — I  think  at  the  end  of  each 
scene.  What  was  the  amount  of  J'lschylus  that  I 
got  through  under  the  circumstances  I  cannot 
undertake  to  say,  but  I  remember  I  had  very  good 
sport  as  far  as  carp  and  eels  went. 


Worms  are,  I  fancy,  a  better|  bait^forl  carp  early 
in  the  season  than  later. 

The  weight  of  the  largest  carp  mentioned  by 
Yarrell  is  lOilb.,  but  abroad,  if  not  in  England, 
they  occasionally  attain  a  much  greater  sizo. 
(To  be  continued.) 


"THE  SPECKLED  BROOK 
TEOUT."  * 


This  is  essentially  an  American  book  about  an 
American  fish,  written  by  experts  and  illustrated 
by  that  clever  artist  and  keen  angler  Mr.  Louis 
Rhead ;  indeed,  the  illustrations  are  the  chief 
feature  of  the  work.  It  has  always  been  a  bit  of  a 
mystery  to  us  why  American  pictures  of  trout  and 
other  fish  should  so  often  show  them  with  jaws 
widely  extended  and  often  with  the  backVjone 
broken  and  the  head  pushed  back — this  is  not 
attractive,  and  one  or  two  of  Mr.  Rhead's  illus- 
trations are  not  improved  by  it.  In  his  preparatory 
note  he  thanks  Mr.  Charles  Hallock  and  Mr.  Wm. 
C.  Harris  for  their  contributions,  and  expresses  his 
indebtedness  to  the  late  Mr.  Nelson  Cheney  for 
permitting  him  to  reprint  his  article  on  "  Trout 
Propagation  "  from  the  State  Report.    Mr.  Cheney 


Speckled  Brook  Trout." 

was  ever  ready  to  help  with  information  about 
fish  and  fishing.  The  illustrations  include 
fifty  original  drawings,  a  frontispiece  in  colour,  and 
several  photogravures  and  etchings  from  paintings 
especially  executed  for  the  work  by  Mr.  Louis 
Rhead,  who  is  also  the  editor,  and  who  says  in  his 
preface  : — 

"  The  first  object  of  this  volume  is  to  supply 
general  information  of  angling  for  this  popular  and 
well-known  favourite.  It  is  hoped  that  it  will  also 
prove  of  interest  to  amateur  as  well  as  expert 
anglers,  who  will  add  it  to  their  list  ot  books  to 
take  on  their  trips  to  read  and  re-read  at  odd  times 
— not  too  bulky  or  crowded  with  technical  terms 
and  matter  of  little  interest  to  the  average  fisher- 
man who  is  interested  in  angling  as  a  sport  or 
pleasure  in  a  change  from  the  activity  of  city  and 
business  cares." 

The  titles  of  the  chapters  are: — "The  Old,  and 
the  Changed  Adirondacks,"  by  Charles  HaUock ; 


*  "  The  Speckled  Brook  Trout,"  by  various  experts 
with  rod  and  reel.  Edited  and  Illustrated  by  Louis 
Rhead.    London ;  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
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"  An  Angler's  Notes  on  the  Beaver  Kill "  and 
"  Flies  :  What  to  Use  and  How  to  Use  Them,"  by 
Ben  jamin  Kent ;  "  Worm-fishing  for  Brook  Trout," 
by  James  Eice ;  "  Winged  and  Other  Enemies  of 
Brook  Trout,"  by  J.  Annin,  Jr.,  Caledonia  Trout 
Hatchery ;  "  Concerning  Brook  Trout  and  Condi- 
tions Favourable  to  their  Propagation,"  by  A. 
Nelson  Cheney,  late  State  Fish  Culturist ;  "  Some 
Notes  on  Cooking  Brook  Trout,"  by  Louis  Ehead  ; 
"  Mysteries  and  Music  of  a  Sylvan  Nature  Along  a 
Trout  Stream,"  by  L.  F.  Brown. 


THE  COUNTY  DIEECTOKY  OF 
SCOTLAND. 


A  VERY  valuable  work  of  reference  is  "  The 
County  Directory  of  Scotland  for  1902 "  (the 
twelfth  edition),  with  a  first-rate  map  of  the 
country.  The  general  editor  is  Mr.  Arthur  Giles, 
and  the  postal  portion  is  edited  by  Mr.  George 
Massie,  of  the  G.P.O.,  Edinburgh.  From  the 
following  list  of  contents  it  will  be  seen  how  wide 
is  the  scope  of  this  admirably  produced  work, 
which  is  published  by  Messrs.  K.  Grant  and  Son, 
107,  Princes-street,  Edinburgh,  and  can  be  had  of 
all  booksellers. 

Section  I. — Mansions  and  other  Rural  Resi- 
dences throughout  Scotland,  their  Postal  Address, 
Telegraph  Office  (with  distance),  and  occupants. 

Section  II. — Occupants  of  Rural  Residences, 
with  complete  Postal  Addresses. 

Section  III. — Cities,  Towns,  Villages,  Parishes, 
Telegraph  Offices  (with  then-  hours),  Counties  and 
Coimty  Council  Districts,  and  under  the  respective 
towns,  etc.,  their  population,  Town  Clerk,  Clergy, 
Solicitors,  Medical  Practitioners,  Bank  Agents, 
Registrars,  Inspectors  of  Poor,  Clerks  of  School 
Boards  and  County  Clerks,  Hotels,  and  Telegraph 
Office,  etc. 

Appendix. — The  Sovereign  and  Princes,  Scottish 
Peers,  and  Members  of  Parliament,  Provosts, 
Conveners  and  Chairmen  of  Counties  and  Parishes. 
Postal  and  Census  Information. 


"THE  ART  OF  PUNTING." 


"  At  this  time  of  the  year  it  may  not  be  unseasonable 
to  give  a  few  hints  in  the  '  Art  of  Punting '  to  the 
uninitiated,"  says  a  writer  in  the  July  Windsor 
Magazine.  "  And  first  of  all  it  is  necessary  to 
insist  on  that  i  central  fact  which  is  the  very 
essence  of  the  pastime — namely,  that  a  punt, 
possessing  no  keel  to  hinder  its  revolutions,  can 
ba  turned  with  extreme  ease.  The  novice  will 
do  well,  in  beginning,  to  select  a  light  and  not 
vjry  long  punt-pole — say  twelve  to  fourteen  feet — 
and,  of  course,  tne  initial  experiment  should  be  made 
in  some  rather  shallow  water  at  a  point  where  the 
river-bed  is  naturally  gravelled.  If  such  a  bed  can  be 
found  up  a  backwater  it  will  ensure  both  room  and 
seclusion,  without  which  the  first  lesson  will  be  a  trial 
rather  than  a  pleasure.  During  the  experimental 
period  the  learner  will  also  be  well  advised  in  punting 
from  the  bow — the  punt  moving  stern  foremost.  This 
will  prevent  cramping  in  the  small  space  in  the  box  at 
the  stern,  and  also  avoid  drenching  the  stern  cushions 
it  they  are  left  in  the  boat.  A  punt  two  feet  nine 
inches  in  width  is  the  best  size  in  which  to  learn. 

"  The  next  thing  to  acquire  is  position.  Of  course, 
one  should  be  able  to  punt  on  either  hand  indiscrimin- 
ately, but  the  ensuing  directions  are  for  punting  on 
the  left-hand  side.  Place  the  left  toe  in  the  sternmost 
'  knee,'  and  the  right  in  the  knee  in  front  of  it,  and  face 
the  side.  Put  the  pole  in  the  water,  grasping  it  as  high 
up  as  possible,  first  with  the  left  hand,  bringing  the 
left  shoulder  slightly  forward,  and  as  soon  as  the 
other  can  reach  above  it,  with  the  right,  the  latter 
being  on  top ;  then  throw  the  weight  on  the  pole. 
When  the  hands  come  down  to  about  the  level  of  the 
chest,  prolong  the  stoke  by  bending  the  left  knee, 
taking  care  to  keep  the  rest  of  the  body  quite  straight, 
except  the  right  knee,  which  may  be  slightly  bent. 
At  first  the  tendency  will  probably  be  to  push  the 
stern  away  from  oneself,  turning  the  bow  of  the  punt 
to  the  left.  If  this  happens,  the  hands  should  be  put 
about  a  foot  apart,  and  by  simultaneously  pushing 
with  the  right  hand  and  pulling  with  the  left,  this 
deviation  can  be  easily  remedied.  After  a  little  prac- 
tice the  punt  will  keep  a  comparatively  straight 
course,  and  any  slight  turii  to  either  side  from  it  can 
be  remedied  by  using  the  pole  as  an  oar  before  com- 
pleting stroke.  This  is  best  done  by  making  the  left 
hand  the  fulcrum  of  the  lever,  and  pulling  the  top 
end  of  the  pole  with  the  right  hand — towards  oneself 
to  turn  the  bow  to  the  right,  and  vice  vcrsd.  During 
this  stroke  about  three  feet  of  pole  should  be  beneath 
the  surface  of  the  water,| 


"  Having  acquired  the  habit  of  propelling  the  craft 
correctly,  it  is  necessary  to  learn  how  to  put  the  pole 
in  and  out  of  the  water  without  allowing  any  drippings 
to  touch  the  boat  or  any  of  its  occupants.  In  extracting 
the  pole,  first  draw  it  for  a  short  distance  through 
the  left  hand,  and  then  bring  it  up  hand  over  hand, 
using  the  fingers  only  ;  then,  gripping  it  in  the  left 
hand  about  three  feet  from  the  base,  release  the  grip 
and,  giving  it  an  impetus  with  the  right  hand,  let  it 
run  through  the  left  until  it  touches  the  bottom.  If 
during  this  manoeuvre  the  hands  be  held  well  away 
from  the  body,  with  the  fingers  themselves  below  the 
hips,  the  water  from  the  pole  will  be  found  to  run 
harmlessly  off  into  the  river. 

"  At  first  great  difficulty  will  be  experienced  with  the 
pole,  which  to  the  uninitiated  always  appears  to  be  a 
clumsy  and  heavy  weapon  ;  but  a  few  hours  teach  one 
to  handle  this  automatically,  and  halve  the  weight  by 
a  proper  system  of  balancing.  The  advice  which  I 
myself  always  give  to  the  novice  is,  Remember  that 
anything  will  turn  a  punt ;  never  try  to  go  fast ;  never 
try  to  take  a  heavy  load  ;  and  never  go  out  on  a  winter 
day.  As  for  going  fast — well,  the  man  who  aims  at  this 
has  no  soul  for  the  river,  your  true  artist  caring  more 
for  precision  than  speed.  Precision,  indeed,  should 
be  his  Ebenezer,  and  he  who  attains  speed  and  prizes 
of  gold  and  silver  is  also  the  man  who  can  spend  hours 
on  the  water  pottering  and  practising  how  he  can  best 
bring  the  punt  up  to  a  pier,  never  touching  at  any 
point  till  the  whole  craft  strikes  simultaneously,  or 
endeavouring  to  make  headway  against  the  swiftly 
flowing  stream  of  some  half-flooded  backwater.  Punt- 
ing is  an  art,  not  an  exercise,  and  we  do  not  place 
the  pavement  artist  in  front  of  the  President  of  the 
Academy  merely  because  he^draws  his  pictures  more 
quickly."  The  July  Windsor,  a  splendid  summer  num- 
ber, also  contains  articles  on  "  Our  Hope  of  Industrial 
Dominion,"  "The  Weasel  and  His  Family,"  "Cave 
Dwellers  in  Modern  Britain,"  and  other  subjects, 
including  a  splendid  picture  gallery  of  Continental 
masterpieces  finely  reproduced.  Max  Pemberton's 
thrilling  new  serial,  "  The  Gold  Wolf,"  develops 
strongly,  and  the  other  fiction  of  the  number  includes 
stories  and  sketches  by  Cutcliffe  Hyne,  Jerome  K. 
Jerome,  Ethe  Turner,  W.  Pett  Ridge,  and  H.  C.  Bailey. 


WIMBLEDON  LAKE  BAIT  AND  FLY 
CASTING  TOURNAMENT. 

OPEN  TO  ALL  ANGLERS. 
Undeb  Distinguished  Patbonaqb. 

By  permission  of  the  chairman  and  committee  of 
the  Wimbledon  Park  Golf  Club,  a  Bait  and  Fly 
Casting  Tournament  on  water  only  will  be  held  at  the 
above  lake  on  Wednesday,  August  13,  1902.  No 
professionals  allowed  to  compete  for  prizes. 

Judges— 'Kr.  P.  Clay,  of  Carter  and  Co.,  tackle- 
makers,  137,  St.  John's-street-road,  and  Mr.  Noon,  of 
Little's,  tackle-makers,  Haymarket. 

Committee — Messrs.  B.  Cawse  (chairman),  jeweller, 
Wimbledon-hill,  P.  Bovie,  C.  Pocock,  A.  Peskett, 
J.  Hamblin,  W.  Spittle,  B.  Temple,  and  S.  Main. 

1st  Event,  11.30  a.m.— Bait-casting  with  own  rod, 
line,  and  tackle,  ground  bait  or  shot  at  40  yards 
mark  for  accuracy.  Ist  prize— Silver  Cup,  value  £3  3s., 
given  by  Mr.  Walter  Dowson,  Well  House,  Wimbledon. 
2nd  prize — Season  Ticket,  value  303.,  given  by  Wim- 
bledon Park  Golf  Club.  3rd  prize — Nottingham  Reel 
and  Line,  given  by  Messrs.' Little  &  Co.,  Haymarket. 

2nd  Event,  12  a.m. — Bait-casting  with  own  rod, 
line,  tackle,  etc. ;  distance  and  accuracy.  1st  prize — 
Silver  Cruet,  given  by  Mr.  G.  Tomalin,  Swan  Tavern, 
Walham-green.  2nd  prize — Three  bottles  Scotch 
Whiskey  (Longbow),  by  Messrs.  Abbott  &  Co.,  Wim- 
bledon.   3rd  prize — (to  follow). 

3rd  Event,  1  p.m.  —  Double-handed  salmon  rod 
casting ;  accuracy  and  delicacy  at  35  yards  mark. 
1st  prize— Silver  Cup,  value  £2  23.,  given  by  Mr.  J.  H. 
Mayo,  Freeman  Arms,  Wimbledon.  2nd  prize — Box 
of  Cigars,  given  by  Mr.  T.  Macness,  Dog  and  Fox, 
Wimbledon-hill. 

4th  Event,  2  p.m. — Fly-casting,  single-handed  rods, 
at  20  yards  distance  mark  ;  for  accuracy  and  deficacy. 
1st  prize— Cigar  Cabinet,  given  by  Mr.  G.  Abrams, 
South  Western  Hotel,  Wimbledon.  2nd  prize — Amber 
and  Gold  Cigar  Holder  in  Silver  Case.  3rd  prize— (to 
follow). 

5th  Event,  2.30  p.m. — Ply-casting,  single-handed 
rods ;  distance  and  delicacy.  1st  prize,  value  £1  Is., 
given  by  tradesmen  of  Wimbledon  (Messrs.  R.  Cawse, 
G.  Sherman,  and  Higgins).  2nd  prize — Silver-mounted 
Umbrella  by  A.  Goodrich.    3rd  prize — York  Ham. 

Cth  Event,  3  p.m. — Heavy  spinning  bait-casting  at 
given  point,  40  yards  distance  ;  2oz.  weight  found  by 
committee.  1st  prize,  value  £2  2s.,  given  by  Fishing 
Season  Ticket  Holders.  2nd  prize,  given  by  Mr.  B. 
Temple— (to  follow).    3rd  prize— (to  follow). 

7th  Event,  3.30  p.m. — Heavy  spinning  bait-casting  ; 
distance  and  accuracy.  1st  prize — Silver  Cigar  Case 
(value  £2  2sJ,  given  by  Mr.  Walter  Dowson.  2nd  prize 
— Valuable  Picture  in  Frame.    3rd  prize— (to  follow). 


8th  Event,  4  p.m. — Float-casting  with  own  running- 
lines,  float  6  feet  from  shot,  found  by  the  committee ; 
distance  and  accuracy.  Ist  prize,  value  £2  28.,  given 
by  tradesmen  of  Wimbledon  (Messrs.  Burgess  &  Son, 
D.  Bacon  &  Co.). 

Entrance  to  competitions  Is.  each,  inclusive  of 
admission  to  lake,  competitors  only.  Names  must  be 
forwarded  to  A.  Newham,  Secretary,  Lake  Cottage, 
Wimbledon  Park,  before  August  10.  Admission  to 
tournament  Is.  by  Wimbledon  Park  Staton. 

The  prize  list  is  subject  to  alterations,  as  many 
other  prizes  are  promised. 


Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — GbnebaIi  Remabkb. — The  lower  part  of 
the  river  is  now  in  excellent  condition,  and  bream  ' 
have  been  feeding  fairly  well,  though  many  of  the 
fish  caught  have  not  reached  21b.    At  Kingston,  Mr. 
R.  House  and  friend  had  twenty  bream  on  Monday 
morning  (Aug.  4)  of  21b.  each,  and  one  has  been 
of  31b.  4oz.    Pew  roach  have  been  had.     A  ..• 
angler     at    Kingston    on    Aug.  3    caught  a      .  ; 
of  31b.  2|oz.,  but  sport  was  not  good  on  that  u-y 
Rain  has  fallen  heavily  since  then,  and  the  water  is 
in  excellent  condition.    On  Tuesday  I  had  an  hour's 
fishing  at  Teddington,  and  was  fortunate  enough  to 
land  a  barbel  of  Gib.  5oz.  on  roach  tackle.    The  fish, 
which  gave  excellent  sport  for  fifteen  minutes,  measured 
27  in.,  or  as  long  as  my  8Jlb.  barbel ;  but  it  fell  away 
in  weight  in  the  body  and  tail  parts.    Had  it  been  in 
condition  it  would  undoubtedly  have  scaled  another  21b. 
The  higher  reaches  have  benefited  by  the  showers,  but  ; 
before  an  improvement  may  be  expected  in  those 
reaches  more  rain  must  be  had. — P.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — Recent  rains  have  improved  the 

condition  of  the  water,  which  has  been  running  very 
clear  of  late.    It  is  now  slightly  coloured,  and  there  I 
is  a  very  fair  stream.    Some  fairly  good  sport  has 
been  had  during  the  past  fortnight.    Messrs.  Norman 
and  Hall,  fishing  with  R.  Young  at  Medmenham, 
have  had  good  sport  with  perch  and  chub,  the  latter 
angler  taking  a  perch  of  lib.  8oz.    Patrons  of  G. 
Arlett  have  been  rewarded  with  plenty  of  gudgeon  and 
perch  up  to  IJlb.    Mr.  Ratcliffe  has  taken  chub  up  to 
3Jlb.  with  the  fly,  and  Mr.  HoUoway  has  bagged  a 
number  of  perch  and  a  chub  turning  the  scale  at  51b. 
Some  fair  bags  of  roach  have  been  taken,  but  I  can 
hear  of  no  barbel  having  been  caught,  but  the  change  j 
in  the  state  of  the  water  should  bring  these  fish  and  the  ? 
roach  well  on  the  feed. — Stanley  Mead. 

 (Teddiug'tou). — Sport  improving ;  some  good  i 

bream,  jack,  and  roach,  also  a  few  barbel.    I  got  eleven  ' 
barbel  in  Brentford  competition  last  week  ;  tides  will 
be  all  right  next  week. — W.  McBeidb. 

 Twickenham. — The  Thames  is  now  in  good 

order,  and  all  kiodsof  fish  are  feeding  well.  R.  Spong, 
on  Aug.  3,  got  barbel  up  to  61b. ;  H.  Spcirs  has 
been  out  and  had  bream  and  roach,  and  to-day 
(Aug.  6),  Mr.  Mathews  has  taken  six  bream  about 
2Jlb.  each.  I  have  been  out  myself  and  had  bream 
and  roach,  and  altogether  the  prospects  are  good. — 
I.  Spong. 

Ancholme  District. — Bream  are  now  beginning 
to  feed.  Messrs.  A.  Frost  and  R.  Wright,  of  Brigg, 
had  over  141b.  on  Monday  (Aug.  4).  Roach  up  to  IJlb. 
are  falling  to  the  rod,  and  some  very  fine  tench  are 
occasionally  taken.  Trout-fishing  is  rather  slack. 
Mr.  A.  Ford,  of  London,  had  two  brace  on  Saturday ; 
the  largest  fish,  17oz.  I  had  a  day  with  sons  from 
London  at  Croxby  Lake  yesterday,  but  we  only  got 
eight  perch.  A  cold  north  wind  put  them  off  the  feed. 
We  saw  a  heron  drop  a  good  sized  eel  as  it  was 
flying  over  head,  and  I  put  it  in  my  basket  and  brought 
the  same  home. — Thomas  Fobd,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeach).— Local  and 
visiting  anglers  are  now  seen  by  the  riverside  in  great 
force  ;  excellent  sport  has  been  the  general  order  as  to 
catches.  Roach  anglers  have  done  well,  highest  bags 
121b.  to  a  rod,  few  hours  fishing ;  various  colour  baits 
are  still  required.  Perch  have  been  seen  in  many 
baskets  up  to  IJlb.  Now  August  is  in,  pike  have  been 
tried  for  with  good  results,  three  fish  to  a  rod,  rather 
small  at  present.  All  the  way  on  to  Upware  the  swims 
which  have  not  been  fished  this  season  are  full  of 
roach,  and  around  this  spot  the  water  is  a  good  depth; 
the  river  after  this  whole  day's  (Wednesday)  rain  must 
improve  fishing  in  general. — John  0.  Geobgb,  Beche- 
road,  Cambridge. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wrexham  District).— Summer 
angling  in  this  vicinity  has  so  far  proved  disappointing. 
Making  allowance  for  the  yatching  and  launch  traffic, 
it  is  yet  decidedly  poor,  although  lower  down  at 
Horning  and  Ranworth  some  good  sport  has  been  had. 
No  takes  of  bream  on  the  Broad  worthy  of  special 
note  have  yet  been  reported,  and  unless  we  get  some 
hotter  weather  the  season's  bream  fishing  will  fall 
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rather  flat.  The  small  upper  entrance  to  the 
I  Broad  giving  access  to  Mr.  Ellis's  portion  will 
now  be  open  for  some  time,  saving  boats 
coming  from  the  village,  a  row  of  nearly  a 
mile,  coming  and  returning.  Mr.  Ellis  will  bait  spots 
for  bream  and  roach  fishing  if  communicated  with  a 
day  or  two  previously.  Mr.  J.  B.  Mayor  also  is  able, 
I  "believe,  to  make  arrangements  for  the  southern 
portion.  Fishing  all  up  the  Upper  Bure  is  also  poor, 
though  occasional  decent  bags  have  been  made.  I 
have  caught  a  few  dishes  of  fine  dace,  with  occa- 
sional good-sized  roach,  with  fly  on  some  of  the 
upper  river  mill-streams,  but  this  branch  of  sport 
is  also  very  inferior  to  former  years  this  season, 
dace  being  much  shier  and  not  so  abundant.  I  fear 
there  is  no  blinking  the  sad  fact  that  our  up-river 
public  and  semi-public  waters  are  getting  rather  hard 
fished,  and  that  too  many  undersized  fish  are  killed 
there.  The  lower  river  may  possibly  be  overstocked 
with  small  roach,  rudd,  and  bream  as  some  anglers 
assert,  particularly  now  that  the  pike  have  been  so 
injudiciously  and  indiscriminately  cleared  oS,  but 
better  small  fish  than  none.  It  cannot  be  said  this 
is  a  good  season,  and  without  some  good  rains,  fol- 
lowed by  more  favourable  winds,  and  warmer,  softer 
airs  sport  is  not  likely  to  improve. — C.  H.  Taylob. 

Coin,  Leach,  and  Upper  Windrush  (East 
Gloucester  shire).—  Good  numbers  of  rods  turned  up 
during  Bank  Holiday.  Trout  in  good  condition,  and 
rise  well  in  early  morning,  noon,  and  evening.  A  few 
good  trout  have  been  creeled  on  private  waters.  Best 
flies  are  Brown  Alder,  Black  Gnat,  Red  and  Sherry 
Spinner,  and  Coachman.  Rains  improved  angling 
matters.    Season  closes  on  Sept.  30. — Pak. 

Darenth  (Farning'ham,  Sutton-at-Hone,  etc.). 
— The  state  of  the  river  is  getting  worse  and  worse. 
At  Hawley  there  are  thick  beds  of  black  mud  rising 
out  of  the  shallow  water,  and  this  is  not  wonderful,  as 
;  the  water  company  has  just  started  another  pumping 
i  station  within  a  few  yards  of  the  river.  I  saw  it  at 
work.  There  are  still  a  few  trout  left  above  the 
Sutton  Mill  and  up  towards  Horton  Kirby,  but  they 
are  mostly  the  small  ones  lately  put  in.  I  have  hooked 
seven  or  eight  since  last  report,  and  have  only  kept 
out  one.  The  red  quill  and  the  grey  have  accounted 
for  most  of  the  fish,  but  the  ginger  caught  one.  The 
weather  has  been  very  favourable— alternate  sunshine 
and  showers.  These  last,  though  heavy,  have  had  no 
efEect  whatever  on  the  river,  which  remains  very  low 
(so  that  I  walked  across  repeatedly  dry  shod).  One 
small  fish  was  taken  from  Lion  water  by  a  subscriber. 
"     —J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  water  is  high 
after  the  flood,  which  has  rather  spoilt  the  fishing 
down  the  river.    There  are,  however,  plenty  of  fish  in 
the  moorland  streams,  and  never,  perhaps,  were  so 
many  peal  known  to  be  in  the  waters,  some  of  the 
'     tributaries  being  literally  black  with  fish.    Mr.  Jack- 
son has  been  having  good  sport  on  the  moor,  and  his 
'     catches  have  included  a  beautiful  salmon.    Fishing  in 
'     the  Harbourne,  Mr.  G.  Garrow  Green  landed  twenty 
fish  on  Bank  Holiday.     On  the  same  day  Mr.  E. 
Distin  creeled  eleven  fine  trout.    A  number  of  peal 
have  been  caught,  and  Capt.  Ryan  has  landed  a  beau- 
tiful salmon. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby). — As  was  anticipated  last  week,  this 
liver  fell  off  considerably  in  condition,  and  is  at  present 
somewhat  too  low  for  the  requirements  of  anglers. 
I     Sport  has  in  consequence  been  generally  of  a  meagre 
I     description,  the  only  catch  to  hand  being  that  of  Mr. 
J.  Baker,  consisting  of  two  salmon  of  71b.  and  .31b. 
respectively.    At  the  time  of  writing  rain  is  falling 
copiously,  and  a  continuation  for  a  period  may  improve 
I     the  outlook.   Sea  angling  has  been  keenly  participated 
in  by  numeroas  anglers,  and  some  fair  catches  are 
recorded  during  the  week.     From  the  piers  mixed 
fi.sh  has  been  secured  in  goodly  numbers. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  —  Very  unsettled 
weather  has  caused  anglers  discomfiture  by  the 
little  sport  thereby  occasioned,  the  showers  not  being 
heavy  enough  to  colour  the  water,  which  is  very  low 
and  clear.  A  few  trout  have  been  taken  late  in  the 
evening  in  the  upper  portions  of  the  Exe  with  Blue 
Upright,  July  Dun,  and  minnow.  In  the  canal  some 
roach,  perch,  and  eels  have  been  taken,  but  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  record  fish  from  this  part ;  when  at 
Highbtidge  yesterday  I  learnt  of  the  capture  by  rod 
anglers  of  a  carp  of  111b.  and  a  perch  of  4^1b.,  both  of 
which  fish  I  hear  are  to  be  set  up.  I  hope  to  hear 
fuller  details  in  your  excellent  paper  as  to  locality 
and  lures  employed.  Rain  now  falling,  but  prospects 
poor  at  present. —Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (Sonth  Lines  and  Cambs).— 
There  has  been  a  fair  quantity  of  anglers  down  for  the 
Bank  Holiday.  Fairly  good  roach  fishing  is  reported 
from  the  Glen.  An  angler  at  Surfleet  the  other  day 
had  a  capital  lot  of  this  kind  of  fisli.  From  the  lower 
end  of  the  Fortyfoot  we  have  accounts  that  it  has 
afforded  moderate  sport  for  roach  anglers,  but  the 
weather  will  have  to  improve  before  anything  remark- 
able will  be  accomplished.  From  other  parts  of  the 
Fortyfoot  there  are  complaints  that  sport  from  the  bank 
is  almost  impossible.  There  is  such  a  vast  quantity 
of  weeds  that  it  makes  fishing  very  difficult.  About 


the  best  captures  have  come  from  eels,  which  are  very 
plentiful  and  of  good  size.  We  have  hoard  of  several 
good  captures  of  tench  lately,  and  well  developed  fish 
have  been  brought  to  bank.  Reports  of  fairly  good 
sport  are  prevalent  about  Deeping  and  the  WoUand. — ■ 
Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Pike  and  perch  can  now 
be  retained  from  the  Lea,  the  season  reopening  on 
Saturday,  but  up  to  the  present  nothing  noteworthy 
in  the  way  of  captures  is  reported.  The  river 
has  yielded  some  more  good  roach  at  Hert- 
ford, Broxbourne,  and  Ponders  End,  a  number 
of  the  fish  being  up  to  lib.  The  Lea  roach 
are  getting  in  nice  order  now.  Good  eels 
continue  to  be  caught,  and  some  perch,  bream,  and 
dace  have  been  taken,  It  is  stated  that  several  barbel 
have  been  hooked  and  lost  in  the  Ponders  End  waters, 
where  a  good  many  of  these  fish  have  their  haunt. 
The  river  is  all  the  fresher  for  the  rains.  Roach  are 
taking  boiled  wheat  and  white  paste  best.  A  good 
many  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  tributaries  Stort, 
Beane,  etc.  during  the  holidays,  but  sport  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  very  brisk.  More  rain  would  be 
welcome. — Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — The  sport  here  during  the  last 
few  days  has  been  above  the  average,  the  rains  having 
improved  the  river,  which  is  in  splendid  trim.  The 
bream  have  been  had  by  all,  catches  of  3  stone,  2  stone, 
stone,  and  five  of  1  stone  were  recorded.  Roach  are 
feeding  well,  bags  up  to  151b.  per  angler  being  obtained. 
A  fine  tench  of  2^lb.  was  landed  last  week.— P.  W.  G. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
are  in  order  for  fishing,  being  a  fair  level  and  clear ; 
rain  has  been  had  in  the  district,  but  has  not  altered 
the  rivers  to  any  extent ;  it  has  freshened  them  up, 
and  the  fish  have  been  more  on  the  move.  The 
weather  has  been  cold,  but  a  fair  number  of  anglers 
out,  and  have  used  fly  and  minnow  with  success,  and 
some  fine  lots  of  trout  and  grayling  were  landed  at  the 
beginning  of  the  week. — Gwynne. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Eingsland). - 
Rivers  still  continue  in  good  order.  Sport  on  the  whole 
has  been  fairly  satisfactory,  though  some  days  the 
weather  has  been  disturbed  by  thunder — clouds  at 
intervals  occur  most  days.  Best  flies  are  Late  Brown 
or  August  Dun,  Orange  Palmer,  Yellow,  Silver,  and 
Hare's  Ear  Duns,  Red  Ant,  Black  Gnat,  and  Sky  Blue  ; 
and  for  evening :  Female  Yellow  Dun,  Caddis,  Spinners, 
Owls,  July  Gnat,  and  Coachman.  Minnow  spinning 
and  the  wasp  grub  both  taking  trout.  Glass  is  sinking 
after  some  rain  to-day  (Wednesday).  Wind,  west. 
Prospects  for  the  near  future  fairly  favourable.— R.  T. 
Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — The  conditions  have  been 
favourable  for  angling  this  week,  and  a  large  number 
have  visited  the  Castor,  Waternewton,  and  Alwalton 
districts,  especially  on  Monday,  but  were  not  repaid 
with  any  great  results.  Signer  Pepi,  at  the  end  of 
last  week,  offered  to  present  two  gold  watches  for  the 
two  heaviest  roach  caught  in  the  river,  and  one  was 
secured  by  E.  Wright  with  a  lOfoz.  roach,  and  the 
other  by  W.  H.  Darling  with  one  7^oz  ,  both  very 
small  weights  considering  the  gsod  roach  caught  at 
times  in  the  river.  The  Town  Council  seem  deter- 
mined to  try  and  get  something  done  by  the  Nene 
Commissioners  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  river, 
as  a  deputation  has  been  appointed  to  meet  them. — 
E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— Doings  on  the 
river  for  the  past  week  have  been  merely  steady — in 
no  way  remarkable ;  a  brace  or  two  of  trout  may 
nearly  always  be  picked  up  between  6  and  9  p.m. 
On  August  4th  at  Newton  Poppleford,  six  miles  from 
here,  a  visitor  to  this  place  took  four  handsome 
fish  in  the  afternoon.  Peal  are  very  late  this  season. 
Some  are  said  to  have  been  seen,  but  your  reporter 
has  not  seen  any,  although  the  river  has  been  watched 
almost  daily.  To-day  (Wednesday)  there  is  a  spate  in 
the  river,  and  there  are  indications  of  more  rain  to 
come. — Heron. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — Some  very  fair  bags  of  bream 
have  been  taken  during  the  past  week.  On  Thursday, 
two  gentlemen  fishing  with  S.  Luff  got  391b.  of  bream, 
and  on  Aug  3,  231b.,  none,  however,  scaling  more  than 
2Jlb.  On  Saturday  morning  Messrs.  Roundall,  Boddy, 
and  Peck  got  ten  fish  scaling  201b.,  largest  3Jlb,  and 
many  other  anglers  have  caught  nice  fish,  including 
chub  up  to  3Jlb.  The  water  is  clear  but  up  to  its  full 
height,  and  the  weed-cutting  is  now  finished.  The 
G.  N.  R.  Co.  has  at  length  consented  to  stop  an  express 
train  for  London  passengers  at  9  1.5  on  Sunday  nights, 
the  last  train  hitherto  having  been  at  5.48 — W.  N. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  in  pretty  fair  condition, 
but  would  be  improved  by  forty-eight  hours'  rain. 
Some  f^ood  liaskcts  have  been  taken  on  the  Tavy, 
Meavy,  and  the  Dart,  but  the  trout  have  been  small. 
Some  fine  salmon,  however,  have  been  grassed,  and 
there  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  rivers. — William 
Heardbb. 

Severn  and  Tributaries  (Shrewsbury).— Many 
anglers  from  Birmingham  and  other  populous  centres 
visited  fertile  Shropshire  this  week,  mostly  bent  upon 
taking  away  creels  of  roach,  which  fish  are  abundant 


in  the  Severn  around  Shrewsbury,  also  in  the  Tern 
and  Roden  near  Upton  Magna,  and  in  the  other  tribu- 
taries. Bags  were,  however,  generally  speaking,  poor, 
as  the  fish  were  not  feeding  well.  The  best  sport  was 
obtained  at  Crudgington  and  within  the  limits  of  the 
borough  of  Shrewsbury.  Buah  netting  is  not  permitted 
in  the  Severn  at  Shrewsbury,  consequently  jack,  roach, 
and  chub  are  more  numerous  near  the  town  than  above 
or  below.  Many  jack  and  one  or  two  pike  of  81b.  or 
101b.  have  been  landed  of  late,  successful  anglers  in- 
cluding Mr.  T.  Bucknill  and  Mr.  Donnel.  Another 
Shrewsbury  angler,  Mr.  Wilkes,  is  credited  with  the 
capture  of  a  41b.  chub.  Very  few  trout  have  been 
caught  in  the  Severn  of  late,  but  the  river  Rea  has 
yielded  fairly  good  sport  in  this  direction.  Condover 
brook,  a  private  stream,  has  provided  excellent  trout 
fishing  to  those  who  have  been  privileged  to  fish 
therein.  The  meres  should  now  be  fished  as  they  are 
now  in  good  order.  Mr.  A.  E.  Downward  recently 
had  enjoyable  days  at  Combermere  near  to  Whitchurch, 
which  is  well  stocked  with  pike  and  perch. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tauat,  and  Cain  (Llaujmy- 
nech). — This  pretty  neighbourhood  was,  as  usual, 
during  the  past  holiday  time  visited  by  a  large  num- 
ber of  excursionists  from  various  parts  of  the  country, 
all  of  whom  enjoyed  themselves  to  their  heart's  con- 
tent, and  angling  visitors,  as  a  rule,  had  exceedingly 
good  sport,  and  returned  home  with  swollen  creels  and 
smiling  faces.  One  Lancashire  gentleman,  hailing 
from  Warrington,  took  amongst  other  fine  fish  a 
pike  in  splendid  condition  upwards  of  two  feet 
in  length.  Others  were  equally  successful  with 
other  kinds  of  fish,  and  the  Shropshire  Union 
Canal  afforded  good  sport  to  many  of  the 
visitors.  The  weather  was  beautiful  up  to  Tuesday 
night,  when  heavy  thunderstorms  fell,  and  which  con- 
tinued throughout  the  greater  part  of  Wednesday, 
but  being  only  of  a  partial  character  have  not  much 
affected  the  condition  of  these  rivers,  which  are  now 
in  good  trim  for  the  fly. — Vyenwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Sport 
has  fallen  off  somewhat  in  the  south.  A  few  trout 
have  been  taken  from  the  western  streams  up  to  21b. 
with  Black  Palmer  and  Bluebottle ;  a  great  many 
anglers  have  fished  the  Ouse  at  Barcombe  Mills  and 
Hamsey  with  but  indifferent  success;  a  few  roach  up 
to  lib.  have  been  taken  at  Barcombe  Mills.  The  Adur 
has  yielded  sport  at  Henfield,  bags  of  roach  up  to 
101b.  have  been  taken.  The  Cuckmere  has  yielded 
a  few  bream  from  the  tidal  waters.  Roach  of  lib.  Goz. 
have  been  taken  in  the  Fletching  portion  of  the  Ouse, 
and  trout  up  to  14oz.  from  the  tributaries.  Chichester 
Canal  has  given  plenty  of  sport  with  bream  up  to  Jib., 
but  the  heavier  fish  have  not  fed  well.  A  bream  of 
21b.  6oz.  and  a  brace  of  nice  tench  were  taken  on 
Tuesday  near  Donnington.  The  heaviest  bass  I  hear 
of  from  the  Arun  weighed  lOJlb. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — The  rains  have  caused  the  waters 
to  freshen,  but  the  thunder  overhead  has  disappointed 
the  many  fishermen  who  expected  the  holidays  would 
be  good  fishing  days.  The  few  who  attempted  it 
found  fish  very  shy  to  the  fly  and  baits — some  baskets 
of  eighteen  and  two  dozen  I  have  heard  of.  Dace 
fishing  has  been  very  good  ;  salmon  vary  poor  ;  lobster 
and  prawns  improved,  but  many  bass  and  mullet  have 
been  caught  on  the  seashore  by  the  nets. — Rusty 
Game 

Teifi  (Llandyssil  District )  —  River  rather 
low  but  nevertheless  trout  rise  in  the  evenings  and 
some  nice  baskets  up  to  5Jlb.  taken  in  the  Teify  and 
tributaries.  Most  are  taken  with  the  natural  minnow 
and  clear  water  worm  fishing.  The  new  fish  pass 
seems  to  be  doing  well,  as  we  seem  to  get  more  sewin 
this  year.  One  gentleman  had  three  in  one  day  and 
one  of  7Jlb.  was  taken  on  Tuesday,  A  salmon  of  llij'lb. 
was  taken  on  Wednesday  and  dozens  have  been  seen 
in  the  pools  ;  if  we  could  only  have  a  freshet  of  water, 
sport  would  be  very  good. — A.  E.  Smith. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level  and  in  fair  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  rather  imsettled,  and 
some  sharp  falls  of  rain  have  been  had,  but  it  has 
made  but  little  difference  to  the  water.  It  has  re- 
freshed the  river,  and  if  the  weather  will  only  take 
up  waim  fishing  should  be  good.  There  has  been  a 
good  number  of  anglers  out  this  week,  it  being  holiday 
time,  and  they  have  used  fly  and  bottom  baits.  An 
angler  last  week  with  fly  landed  a  trout  21b.  in  the 
Teme.  Some  good  grayling  were  landed  on  Saturday 
and  Monday. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tentoury).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is  in 

order  for  fishing,  and  the  fish  have  been  well  on  the 
move.  The  weather  has  been  rather  stormy,  and  some 
nice  rain  has  been  had,  which  has  refreshed  the  river 
and  brought  the  fish  well  on  the  feed.  It  being 
holidays  there  has  been  a  fair  number  of  anglers  out, 
and  they  have  used  fly  with  success,  and  nice  trout 
and  grayling  have  been  landed. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  river  could  not  possibly 
be  in  better  condition  for  barbel  fishing,  but  the 
changeable  weather  throws  the  fish  off  at  times.  On 
Thursday,  July  31,  Mr.  David  Slater  secured  eleven 
in  the  Holme  water,  and  I  took  five  and  had  a  rather 
remarkable  experience.    I  landed  one  out  of  con- 


104 


THE  FISHINO  GAZETTE 


August  9,  1902 


dition  (diseased  near  the  anal  fin),  returned  it,  and 
caught  the  same  fish  about  three  hours  afterwards. 
Fishing  the  same  water  on  Tuesday,  Aug.  5,  in 
the  presence  of  Mr.  Councillor  Chatterton,  I  again 
caught  the  same  barbel  and  returned  it.  On  each 
occasion  the  fish  had  taken  the  worm.  From  the 
Muskham  water  Mr.  J.  Fenton  had  several  nice  fish 
on  Friday  (Aug.  1),  best  just  over  51b.  From  the 
"  dead "  waters  some  fair  bream  have  been  bagged. 
On  Monday  (Aug.  4),  Mr.  J.  Howell  taking  several, 
heaviest  31b.  5oz,,  Mr.  J.  Fenton  also  took  bream  up 
to  31b.  Beach  have  taken  malt  fairly  well,  Mr.  King 
securing  nineteen  good  fish  in  about  two  hours  on 
Monday  (Aug.  4).  Gentles  have  accounted  for  roach 
and  dace,  though  'chiefly  small ;  host  baits  to  rely 
on  are  worms  and  malt.^ — Teentsider. 

Witham,  etc.  (HSid  and  North  laincolnshire).— 
Weather  has  been  unsettled  lately,  but  fortunately  it 
was  fine  for  Bank  Holiday.  Boat  anglers  have  not 
had  quite  such  good  sport  lately,  but  fishing  in  the 
wide  turn  of  the  river  between  Anton  Gowts  and  the 
Grand  Sluice  a  Lancashire  angler  has  been  doing  some 
good  work.  As  a  result  of  one  day's  sport  he  made  a 
take  of  about  701b.  They  were  mostly  bream  of  good 
size.  On  the  following  day  he  also  did  well,  getting 
amongst  others  a  brace  scaling  111b.  He  also  had  a 
splendid  tench.  Breakages  of  tackle  were  very 
numerous.  Koaching  in  the  Witham  has  proved 
tame.  A  few  nice  lots  of  fish  have  been  picked  up  at 
Dogdyke,  Kirkstead,  and  Tattershall.  Pike  and  perch 
have  afforded  a  little  sport  at  different  points.  Pike 
have  run  very  small.  Some  creels  of  roach  have  been 
made  on  the  Bain  with  creed  wheat,  but  this  stream 
is  full  of  weeds.  About  Tumby  was  a  favourite  resort. 
Good  bream  have  been  got  from  Brayford  Pool.  A  few 
choice  lots  of  roach  have  been  got  from  the  Bargate 
drain,  I  and  also  from  Mount  Pleasant.  A  few  decent 
takes  have  been  got  at  Old  Leake. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — Although 
the  weather  has  been  unsettled,  and  heavy  rain  have 
fallen  on  most  days,  a  good  many  anglers  have  been 
out,  both  on  the  Wye  and  also  the  Derwent,  and  some 
very  nice  baskets  have  been  obtained.  Those  gentle- 
men who  have  fished  the  Wye  have  taken  three  and 
four  brace  each.  The  Derwent  has  afforded  some  very 
good  fish.  Mr.  Mordle,  fishing  the  Darleydale  portion 
of  the  Derwent  on  Saturday,  landed  three  and  a  half 
brace,  besides  several  small  ones,  which  were  promptly 
returned ;  also  several  other  members  of  this  club  have 
taken  nice  baskets  of  trout  and  grayling,  chiefly  the 
latter.  A  party  of  gentlemen  having  obtained  per- 
mission from  Mr.  Arkwright  to  fish  for  barbel  (private 
water)  on  Friday,  August  1,  took  three  trout,  whose 
combined  weight  was  over  111b.,  and  one  barbel.  Mr. 
Cooper,  fishing  below  Gromford,  took  four  brace, 
mostly  grayling ;  also  Mr.  Rowland  several  nice  fish. 
Other  angler  visitors  have  also  obtained  a  few  nice 
dishes  of  trout  and  grayling.  I  hear  of  a  local  angler, 
fiishng  at  Whatstandwell,  who  took  one  trout  nearly 
41b.,  bottom  fishing.  Heavy  rain  has  fallen  (Wed- 
nesday), which  will  discolour  the  water;  bottom 
fishing  will  be  the  best  mode  for  a  few  days.  Useful 
flies  :  Whistler  Fly,  Golden  Dun,  Cinnamon  Fly, 
Throstle  Wing,  Orange  Dun,  and  Little  Black. — 
Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorks). — As  maybe  expected  the  August  Bank  holi- 
days brought  rather  more  than  the  usual  number  of 
anglers  on  the  waters  in  this  district,  but  sport  on  the 
whole  was  rather  poor  amongst  the  trout.  On  Satur- 
day that  well-known  Leeds  angler,  Mr.  Helliwell, 
showed  a  nice  basket  of  fifteen  trout,  which  he  had 
caught  by  spinning  the  live  minnow  in  the  Yore  be- 
tween Redmire  and  Aysgdtth.  Mr.  Helliwell  has  had 
a  good  catch  or  two  during  the  time  he  has  fished  Sir 
Wm.  Chaytor's  water,  which  I  have  previously  in- 
formed my  readers  can  be  fished  on  payment  of  2s.  Gd. 
per  day  by  applying  to  Mrs.  Ryder,  the  King's  Head, 
Bedmire.  Lower  down  some  nice  perch  and  a  few 
pike  have  been  caught  by  live  baiting.  The  Swale,  par- 
ticularly the  lower  waters,  has  been  well  patronised.  On 
Monday  the  thirty-fifth  All  -  England  Match,  pro- 
moted by  Messrs.  T.  Foxcroft,  W.  G.  and  E.  P. 
Boyston  and  P.  M.  Slater,  of  Leeds,  was  held  at 
Skipton  Bridge.  Nearly  three  hundred  competed,  in 
fine  weather,  and  some  fairly  good  catches  of  perch, 
roach,  etc.,  were  made.  Trout-fishing  has  been 
moderate,  but  Wednesday's  rain  will  improve  ft,  and 
also  bring  the  grayling  on.  Trout  have  become  very 
scarce,  In  the  Wiske  a  few  nice  pike  have  been  taken, 
together  with  some  very  fair  samples  of  roach  and 
dace  by  local  anglers.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Wm.  Franks 
showed  a  jack  weighing  4Jlb.,  which  he  caught  with 
live  bait,  while  he  had  also  several  coarse  fish  from 
the  same  stream.  Anglers  complain  that  the  fish  do 
not  rise  to  the  fly  ;  they  seem  to  come  very  short, 
and  are  most  difficult  to  land.  The  bocks  fish 
no  bettor  than  the  rivers  in  this  respect. 
Trout  in  the  higher  waters  of  the  Wharfc  have  not 
risen  well  to  the  fly,  owing  doubtless  to  atmospheric 
disturbances,  thunder  hanging  about  on  most  days  ; 
but  a  few  fine  fish  have  been  taken  witli  the  Miller's 
Thumb  Devon,  also  with  the  natural  minnow,  and  in 
some  districts  fair  roach,  etc.,  has  been  met  with,  the 


favourite  bait  being  the  gentle ;  this  bait  is  very 
scarce,  and  I  have  travelled  miles  on  the  river  banks 
during  the  past  week  without  seeing  a  single  wasp 
nest.  The  Derwent  is  fishing  fairly  well.  The 
"Woodpeckers"  held  their  seventeenth  match  on 
Monday  (Aug.  4)  in  fine  weather,  but  had  only 
moderate  sport,  G.  Barritt  being  first,  with  31b.  lOoz.  ; 
T.  Hayes  second,  with  21b.  5oz. ;  and  T.  Hunter  third, 
with  lib,  7Joz.  Numbers  of  bottom  fishermen  have 
visited  the  Ouse  daily,  and  the  roach  are  feeding  a 
little  batter  now.  The  York  Huxby-road  Working 
Men's  Club  had  their  second  match  of  the  season  on 
August  4,  the  principal  prize  takers  being  Mr. 
Welbourn,  1st  and  special ;  2nd,  Mr.  Audaih  ;  3rd,  Mr. 
Brown.  On  Aug.  6  rain  fell  heavily  for  many 
hours ;  this  is  sure  to  improve  prospects  for  sport 
during  the  Coronation  holidays. — J.  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.) 

— Since  last  report,  sport  by  hotel  anglers  has  been  as 
follows :  On  July  20,  Major  Baker,  on  Loch  Cama, 
twenty-two  trout,  81b.,  and  Mrs.  Baker,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  forty,  141b.  On  July  28,  Major  and  Mrs.  Baker, 
forty,  IGJlb.  ;  Mr.  Baker,  forty-one,  181b.,  on  Loch 
Cama ;  and  Major  Belfield,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  twelve, 
51b.  On  July  29,  Mrs.  Baker,  on  Loch  ISoarlan, 
forty,  lljlb. ;  Major  and  Mrs.  Baker,  on  Lake  Urigill, 
seventy,  2Glb. ;  and  Mr.  Muir,  Epsom,  thirty-one,  9§lb. 
On  July  .30,  Dr.  Reid,  Glasgow,  on  Loch  Boarlan, 
twelve,  41b.  ;  Major  Baker,  forty-eight,  20Jlb. 
Mr.  Edward  Baker,  fifty-three,  221b.;  Mr.  Muir, 
thirty-nine,  ll^lb.,  on  Loch  Cama;  and  Mr.  Harrison 
Hodgson,  London,  and  Mr.  Donald  Eraser,  Working- 
ton, thitty-two,  111b.,  on  Loch  "Veyatie.  On  July  31, 
Messrs.  Praser  and  Hodgson,  on  Loch  Cama,  thirty- 
six,  111b. ;  Major  and  Mrs.  Baker,  thirty-seven,  151b ; 
Dr.  Reid,  twelve,  61b.  ;  and  Messrs.  Muir,  fifty-six, 
151b,,  on  Loch  Urigill.  On  Aug.  1,  the  anglers  last- 
named,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty-five,  81b. ;  Major  and 
Mrs.  Baker,  thirty-six,  13Jlb. ;  Dr.  Reid,  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  twelve,  Gib. ;  and  Mr.  Harrison  Hodgson  and 
Mr.  D.  Praser,  on  same  loch,  an  111b.  basket. 
Weather  improving.—  B. 

Awe. — Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel  on  July  25, 
Mr.  Workman,  two  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Banks,  two  trout, 
21b. ;  Mr.  McDonald,  three,  2Jlb.  On  July  26, 
Major  Spratt  and  Col.  Jackson,  seven  trout,  41b.  ;  Mr. 
Workman,  three,  61b.  ;  Mr.  McArthur,  six,  4Jlb.  ;  Mr. 
Banks,  two,  21b.  On  July  28,  J.  H.  McNiven,  two 
grilse,  71b.  and  81b.  ;  Mr.  Maling,  five  trout,  3Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Banks,  six,  61b.  On  July  29,  D.  McDonald,  four 
trout,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Maling,  three,  41b.  On  July  30,  Mr. 
Maling,  four  trout,  2^1b.  On  July  31,  Mr.  McPherson, 
grilse,  71b.  On  Aug.  i,  Mr.  Smyth,  ten  trout,  6Jlb.  ; 
Mr.  de  Upaugh,  two,  IJlb. 

Border  Bsk  and  laiddle.-  Since  last  report  good 
sport  has  been  had  in  both  rivers.  Fishing  in  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Esk  in  Mr.  Gutherie's  water,  Mr. 
Malcolm  had  a  good  basket  of  sea-trout  and  herling. 
Fishing  in  Mr.  Budd's  Double  water,  Mr.  J.  Dixon, 
Longtown,  caught  four  sea-trout  and  twenty 
herling ;  also  several  kelts  fell  to  the  line  of 
Mr.  Harry  Foster.  Fishing  in  the  Lyne,  below  Long- 
town,  Mr.  Hobart,  Newcastle,  had  twenty-five  nice 
fish,  including  five  sea-trout.  In  Hermitage 
water  Mr.  B.  H.  Gricor,  Durham,  creeled  161b.  of 
sea-trout,  the  finest  basket  of  the  season.  Mr. 
Gordon  Boyd  killed  three  dozen  yellow  trout  at 
a  fishing  in  the  Upper  Esk,  Langholm  water. 
Mr.  William  Douglas,  of  the  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm, 
writes  me  that  the  herling  and  burn  trout  catches  are 
almost  unprecedented  this  season,  and  he  predicts  a 
big  salmon  back-end  all  down  the  river  —  from 
Eskdale  Muir  to  the  Solway.  In  Canonbie  water, 
Miss  Church,  Park  House,  Canonbie,  creeled  some 
sea-trout  and  yellow  trout  below  the  Cross  Keys, 
also  some  yellow  trout.  Mr.  T.  Morrison,  Lang- 
holm, had  a  dozen  herling  at  a  fishing  and 
Mr.  Laidlaw  had  a  sea-trout,  four  herling,  and  a  good 
creel  of  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Telford  had  a  basket  con- 
taining a  sea-trout  and  four  herling  in  the  Westerkirk 
water.  The  Liddle  is  coming  out  well.  Mr.  J.  Elliot, 
Langholm,  had  seven  sea-trout,  over  forty  herling, 
and  some  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  H.  Jackson,  two  sea-trout; 
and  Mr.  J.  Johnstone  a  large  basket  of  yellow  trout  in 
Langholm  water.  In  the  mid  reaches  several  grilse 
have  been  seen  but  few  have  been  caught.  Messrs. 
J.  Milne  and  David  Tweedle  had  two  sea- 
trout  and  eighteen  herling  near  Lyne  Foot  and 
Birrell's  weir  pool  in  the  Metal  Bridge  water. 
Mr.  Niohol  had  two  sea-trout  and  nine  herling  in 
Mr.  W.  Bell's  water  below  Bridge.    The  Solway  stake 


,T.  E.  MiLI.RR,  Northern  Anglers'  DepOt,  19,  New  Station- 
struot,  r.ceils,  liohls  the  I,ar};est  stock  of  trout  (lies,  sea-trout 
Hies,  sahuoii  Hies,  casts,  and  Kcneral  flsliing  tackle  in  the 
kingdom.  It  is  •nly  necessary  to  state  general  reciuirements 
and  locality  rc(inired  for  to  ensure  suitahle  goods  heing  sent  by 
return.  .Selections  of  Hies  and  suitable  mounted  casts  niaile  up 
for  any  season  tor  all  parts  of  the  country.  J.  E.  Miller  has 
been  h  practical  angler  for  over  30  years,  and  only  sends  out 
practical  goods  ;  his  selections  can  always  be  relred  upon. 


nets  have,  during  the  past  week,  had  moderate  takes. 
In  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Esk,  Dr.  Beilbilo  had 
four  sea-trout  and  over  eighty  herling ;  Dr.  Burrell, 
six  sea-trout  and  seventy-five  herling;  Dr.  Pattison 
three  sea-trout,  a  few  herling,  and  some  burn  trout. 
Mr.  Colville  had  three  sea-trout  and  eight  her- 
ling, also  a  few  yellow  trout  in  the  mid  reaches. 
Fishing  in  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  water,  Lord 
Henry  Scott  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Cairns  have  had  good 
sport  between  Langholm  and  Gilnockie  Bridge. 
In  the  Canonbie  water  Dr.  Anderson,  Eskbank,  killed 
three  sea-trout  and  over  thirty  herling.  Mr. 
Alexander  Jameson  had  two  sea- trout  and  six  herling. 
In  Langholm  water  Mr.  Harkness  had  two  sea-trout, 
each  over  2Jlb. ;  Mr-  T.  Morrison  two  sea-trout,  six 
herling,  and  a  dozen  yellow  trout;  Master  D. 
Bell  a  sea-trout  IJlb.,  at  the  famous  King's 
Pool.  Mr.  J.  Laidlaw,  of  Edinburgh,  had  four 
helling  and  some  yellow  trout  in  the  Liddle  water. 
Messrs.  Welsh  and  Foster  have  had  fair  sport  in 
Langholm  water,  having  a  number  of  sei-trout, 
herling,  and  yellow  trout  daily.  On  Tuesday  thoy 
creeled  eleven  herling  and  some  yellow  trout  in  the 
Liddle,  which  is  still  in  flood ;  consequently  by  this 
time  good  fishing  has  resulted. — Gilnockie. 

Culag  Hotel,  Lochinver.— From  July  28  till 
Aug.  1  eleven  salmon  and  grilse  were  got,  and  few  sea- 
trout.     Brown  trout  baskets  are  still  doing  we! 
Plenty  water  now  in  rivers. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — Mr.  Porter's  Corniehaut 
fishing  continues  to  give  good  sport.  On  July  28  Mr. 
W.  Williamson  killed  a  salmon  of  14Jlb.,  and  on 
July  29  one  of  71b. ;  .30th,  a  41b.  grilse  ;  and  on  the  31st, 
Mr.  J.  Sandison  two  grilse  scaling  51b.  and  GJlb.  Sir 
Frederick  and  Lady  Bridge  will  now  take  possession 
of  Corniehaugh  for  the  next  three  months,  and  Mr. 
Porter's  fishing  and  shooting  at  Marnoch  Lodge  arc 
held  for  the  season  by  Wilberforce  Bryant,  Esq.,  of 
Stoke  Park,  Stoke  Pogcs,  Bucks. — Retrop. 

 The  weather  is  now  more  settled,  and 

the  river,  which  has  been  in  flood  for  some  time 
and  out  of  order,  is  getting  into  better  condition,  and 
as  there  is  a  good  appearance  of  fish  anglers  should 
have  increased  sport.  On  the  upper  waters  a  large 
number  of  fish  were  killed  during  the  last  half  of  July. 
On  the  Huntly  water,  on  July  14,  G.  McKenzie  had 
grilse  of  41b.  ;  on  the  15th,  G.  Cowie  one  of  4Jlb. ; 
on  the  18th,  J.  Munro  one  of  51b.,  and  J.  Bain 
one  of  3ilb. ;  on  the  19th,  W.  Rough  had  one 
of  61b.,  W.  Davidson  one  of  71b.,  W.  Allan  one 
of  51b. ;  on  July  21  Mr.  Morrison  had  one  of  41b.  ;  G. 
Cowie,  one  of  61b. ;  on  July  22,  T.  Maclean  had  a  fish 
of  81b. ;  on  July  24,  W.  Bough  a  grilse  of  4^1b.  ;  and 
on  July  25,  W.  Bough  one  of  41b. ;  W.  Davidson  one 
of  5Jlb.  ;  G.  Gauld  one  of  4Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Barclay  one 
of  41b.  Between  July  19  and  30,  a  large  number  of 
salmon  were  killed  on  the  Corniehaugh  water.  Lately, 
on  the  Edenglassie  water,  Mr.  Smith,  the  keeper,  had 
five  salmon,  varying  in  weight  from  61b.  to  101b.  Mr. 
Duncan,  Hilloch,  caught  four  salmon  varying  from  51b. 
to  121b.  in  weight.  Fair  baskets  of  trout  are  also  getting 
in  the  upper  waters.  The  net  fishings  in  the  river 
and  adjacent  coast  have  been  fairly  productive  for  the 
past  week.  There  was  a  falling  oS  in  the  number 
of  grilse,  but  there  was  an  increase  in  the  catch  of 
salmon.  For  same  time  there  has  been  a  run  on 
salmon  of  large  size,  a  good  many  of  them  ranging  in 
weight  from  201b.  to  351b.  Grilse  average  from  61b.  to 
81b.,  and  the  quality  is  very  good.  From  the  river  and 
the  net  stations  seven  large  boxes  were  consigned  to  the 
English  markets  on  Tuesday. — W.  W. 

Loch  Assynt  (Inchnadamph  Hotel,  Suther- 
land).— Pishing  from  the  above  waters  the  following 
catches  have  been  had  : — Rev.  Mr.  Morgan — July  28 
(1  salmon,  71b.) ;  30th  (1  grilse,  4Jlb.) ;  31st  (1  grilse, 
61b.  Mr.  Shepherd— 28th  (1  grilse,  31b.) ;  29th  (1  sal- 
mon, lOJlb.).  Mr.  W.  Wallace— 28th  (25  trout,  121b.) ; 
30th  (4  trout,  21b.,  1  sea-trout,  IJlb.).  Captain  Wilson 
—28th  (2  grilse,  51b.  and  51b.) ;  29th  (1  grilse,  61b.). 
Mr.  Kennedy— 29th  (1  salmon,  111b.);  30th  (1  sea- 
trout,  21b.,  1  grilse,  3|lb  ,  2  salmon,  7ilb.  and  71b.). 
Mr.  Cunningham— 29fch  (13  trout,  61b.).  Mr.  Harmer 
—29th  (30  trout,  111b.)  ;  30th  (13  trout,  61b.) ;  31st 
(1  sea-trout,  2ilb.).  Messrs.  Bell  and  Cunningham — 
30th  (13  trout,  61b).  Mr.  Cooke— 30th  (1  sea-trout, 
31b.,  1  grilse,  5Jlb.).  Mr.  C.  Cook— 31st  (1  grilse,  61b.). 
Aug.  1 — Rev.  Mr.  Morgan  (1  salmon,  71b.) ;  Mr. 
Kennedy  (1  salmon,  71b.)  ;  Mr.  Harmer  (1  salmon.  Sib.) ; 
Mr.  C.  Cooke  (12  trout,  61b.) ;  Messrs.  Shepherd  and 
Cunningham  (40  trout,  141b.).  Aug.  2— Captain  Wil- 
son (1  grilse,  51b.) ;  Canon  Short  (19  trout,  81b.,  1  sea- 
trout,  21b.)  ;  Messrs.  Shepherd  and  Cunningham  (19. 
trout,  81b.) ;  Messrs.  Cooke  (12  trout,  61b).— W. 
Wallace. 

Lochs  Birsay,  Hunland  and  Swauney  (Orkney). 

— Pishing  from  Barony  Hotel,  Birsay,  during  the  past 
week,  the  following  baskets  of  trout  have  been  got : — 
Mr.  K.  W.  Presgreine,  sixteen,  6;Vlb.  ;  Captain  Machall, 
thirty,  12Jlb. ;  Mr.  S.  A.  Gammell,  twenty-five,  ll|lb. ; 
Captain  Machall,  twenty-one,  91b. ;  Dr.  Skae,  fifteen, 
6ilb. ;  Mr.  S.  A.  Gammell,  thirty,  141b.  ;  Captain 
Machall,  twenty-one,  121b. ;  Dr.  Skae,  fifteen,  6ilb. 
Pishing  prospects  for  next  week  very  good.  Weather 
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■warmer.  The  fishing  has  steadily  improved  since  the 
lochs  have  been  rented. — John  Spence. 

Loch  laeven  (Kinross). — The  past  week  has  been 
about  the  most  disappointing  to  the  angler  of  the 
V^esent  unfavom-able  season  here.  Several  days  were 
• '  solutely  hopeless,  from  a  calm  loch  and  atmospheric 
.  sturbances,  but  the  weather  again  was  for  a  couple 
01  days  almost  all  that  an  angler  could  desire — a 
fine  clouded  sky  and  steady  breeze  from  the  south- 
east. Fish  were  rising  well  during  the  dulness,  though 
they  failed  to  augment  the  catches,  and  nothing  like 
even  a  fair  basket  was  got.  The  following  were 
the  angling  clubs  out,  with  the  first  prize-winners : 
Mr.  R.  Wallace,  St.  Mirin  Club,  two  trout,  2lb.  3oz. ; 
Mr.  J.  Philp,  Kelty  and  Blairadam  Club,  two  trout, 
3Jb.  7oz  ;  Mr.  J."  Kirk,  Stirling  Club,  one  trout, 
21b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Bell,  Wellshot  Club,  two  trout, 
31b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  C.  Marchant,  Clydesdale  Club,  four 
trout,  61b.  lOoz.  Mr.  C.  Marchant  captured  the  heaviest 
trout  of  the  season  which  weighed  31b.  loz.  The 
best  creels  by  private  anglers  were  got  by  Mr.  Douglas 
Croall,  Edinburgh,  nine  trout,  141b.,  and  Major  Reid, 
four  trout,  Gib.  Mr.  H.  E.  Harvey,  Tunbridge,  six 
trout,  91b.  The  number  of  trout  captured  with  the 
rod  last  month  was  the  smallest  for  twenty-four  years, 
viz. :  709,  which  weighed  8671b.  Last  year  2083  were 
captured  in  July.  The  fish  last  month,  however, 
averaged  fully  6oz.  heavier  than  in  July  last  year,  and 
were  the  largest  ever  taken  out  of  the  loch  during  that 
month.  Perch  fishing  has  proved  almost  a  failure 
this  season. — Robert  Laixg. 

Iiochinaddy  Hotel  (North  Uist).— Fishing  from 
this  hotel  during  the  week  ending  Aug.  2,  Colonel 
Bannatyne,  Majors  Chambers,  Crawford,  and  Prender- 
gast,  Lieutenant  Roundell,  Messrs.  Tompkinson  and 
Hovenden,  Sir  John  and  Lady  Rogers,  Rev.  Mr.  Evans, 
and  Mr.  Norton  had  56  sea- trout  and  160  brown  trout. 
— D.  Macfadyen. 

North  and  South  Tyne  (Coquet,  Wansbeck). 
— .\nother  holiday  past,  and  with  the  recent  rains 


excellent  sport  has  been  the  result  on  all  our  rivers. 
I  believe  the  weather  agent  has  pleased  all  anglers 
this  time.  A  gentleman,  on  the  Hart,  a  tributary  of 
the  Wansbeck,  basketed  fifteen  nice  trout  in  one  hour 
and  a  half,  fishing  with  Pennell's  two-hook  tackle. 
I  heard  o;  another  gentleman,  a  well-known  Morpeth 
angler,  in  one  day's  fishing  killing  142  trout;  he  must 
have  lowered  the  river.  Another  keen  fisher  I  know 
very  well  had  a  fine  basket  of  thirty-two  good  trout 
from  the  Whi  ladder,  some  of  them  pounders  and  in 
the  pink  of  condition  ;  the  lure  was  worm  on  Murton's 
three-hook  tackle,  and  a  few  with  the  fly.  On  the 
Cor^uet  good  baskets  have  been  made  with  minnow 
and  worm.  All  anglers  who  can  spare  the  time  should 
take  advantage  of  the  present  state  of  the  waters. — 
Henry  A.  Mueton,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  Grey- 
street,  Newcastle. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  have  again 
been  in  spate,  but  are  now  running  down  again.  On 
the  Don,  Dee,  Ythan,  and  adjacent  streams  the  best 
trouting  of  the  season  is  now  being  got,  while  salmon 
and  grihe  are  also  rising  freely,  larger  flies  being  used 
than  is  commonly  the  ca'-e  at  this  season  of  the  year. 
On  the  Feugh,  Muick,  and  side-streams  bait  fishers  are 
making  fine  baskets,  and  on  the  tidals  finnock  and  sea- 
trout  are  running  freely.  Don. — The  Grandholm 
reaches  are  for  the  first  time  yielding  fair  sport,  but  up 
till  now  have  been  comparatively  blank.  The  Parkhill 
waters  are  doing  well,  and  on  the  reaches  well  up  the 
river  capital  baskets  of  trout  are  being  made  to  the 
larger  spring  lures.  Ythan. — An  early  run  of  finnook 
and  ssa-trout  are  being  met  with  in  the  tidal  waters, 
as  also  about  Ellon,  several  scaling  up  to  31b.  haviug 
been  landed  on  Monday  (Aug.  4)  and  Tuesday  (^ug.  5). 
Deveron. — On  the  upper  reaches  sport  has  been  very 
good.  Mr.  Harry  Duncan,  on  the  Cabrach  free  water, 
had  four  salmon  last  week,  scaling  from  51b.  to  121b. 
On  the  Edenglassie  water,  Mr.  Smith  caught  five,  scaAing 
from  61b.  to  101b  ,  while  Thomson  had  two  of  91b. 
each.  Good  baskets  of  trout  are  also  being  got  in  the 
Upper  Cabrach. — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg',  N.B.). — 
Although  weather  has  been  unfavourable  anglers  here 
have  been  fairly  successful.  On  July  28  Messrs. 
Sainsbury,  Bath,  22  trout,  91b.,  on  Loch  Merkland  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker,  Newport,  on  Top  Shin  Beat, 
18,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Charles  and  Miss  Walker,  on  Loch 
Griam,  8,  31b.,  and  Messrs.  Salt  and  Cumberland, 
Salop,  2  sea-trout  of  lib.  each,  on  Kinloch.  On 
July  29  Messrs.  Sainsbury,  on  Kiuloch,  5  sea-trout, 
6|lb. ;  Messrs.  Walker,  on  Lower  Fiag  Beat,  32, 
12§lb.  ;  Mrs.  and  Miss  Walker,  on  Upper  Fiag  Beat, 
18,  5|lb.,  and  Messrs.  Salt  and  Cumberland,  on  Top 
Shin  Beat,  .30,  131b.  On  July  30  Messrs.  Sainsbury,  ; 
on  Top  Shin,  15,  61b.  ;  Mrs.  and  Miss  Walker,  | 
on  Mid  Shin,  nineteen,  71b. ;  Messrs.  Salt  and  Cumber- 
land, on  Upper  Fiag,  twenty-five,  lOJlb. ;  Messrs. 
Walker,  ten  sea-trout,  121b.,  on  Kinloch.  On  July  31, 
Messrs.  Sainsbury,  on  Loch  Gorm,  thirty,  81b. ;  Mrs. 
and  Miss  Walker,  on  Loch  Merkland,  nineteen,  9Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Walker,  on  same  looh,  thirteen,  8Jlb.  ;  Messrs. 
Salt,  Walker,  and  Cumberland,  on  Looh  Gorm,  fifteen, 
8Jlb. ;    Dr.  and    Mrs.  Batty   Tuke,   Edinburgh,  on 


Lower  Fiag,  twenty,  81b.  ;  Dr.  Kirkpatrick  and  Mr. 
King,  Stowbridgc,  on  Upper  Fiag,  eleven,  01b.  ;  and 
the  Bishop  of  Wakefield  and  Archdeacon  Don,  Wake- 
field, eight  sea-trout,  111b.,  on  Kinloch.  On  1st 
Aug.,  Messrs.  Sainsbury,  on  Mid  Shin,  11  trout, 
4lb. ;  Mr.  C.  and  Mrs.  Walker  on  Lower  Mid 
Shin,  thirty-two,  111b. ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Walker, 
on  Kinloch,  three  sea-trout,  2Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Salt  and 
Cumberland,  on  Loch  Merkland.  thirty-six  trout, 
lljlb. ;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Batty  Tuke,  on  Top  Shin, 
twenty-two,  81b.  ;  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kirkpatrick  and 
Mr.  King,  seventeen,  71b.,  on  Loch  Griam.  On 
Aug.  2,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Walker,  on  Top  Shin,  nineteen, 
8|lb. ;  Mr.  Walker,  on  Griam,  ten,  6Jlb.  ;  Messrs. 
Salt  and  Cumberland,  on  Mid  Shin,  six,  2Jlb. ;  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Batty  Tuke,  on  Merkland,  twenty-four,  81b. ; 
and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kirkpatrick  and  Mr.  King,  eleven, 
4Jlb.,  and  a  salmon,  5Jlb.  On  Aug.  4,  Mr.  Walker, 
on  Upper  Fiag,  eight,  3Jlb  ;  Mrs.  and  Miss  Walker, 
on  Lower  Fiag,  twelve,  5Jlb. ;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Batty 
Tuke,  on  Loch  Griam,  ten,  31b.  ;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kirk- 
patrick and  Mr.  King,  on  Top  Shin,  twelve,  51b. ;  and 
Messrs.  Salt  and  Cumberland,  twelve,  51b,  on  Loch 
Gorm.— B. 

Sconrie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 

Anglers  from  Stafford  Arms  Hotel  are  having  the 
following  excellent  baskets.  Weather  rather  un- 
settled. On  July  28  Messrs.  Malloch,  Perth,  twenty- 
four  trout,  averaging  Jib.  on  Loch  Laig  Ard ;  Mr. 
Wotherspoon,  ten,  4^lD. ;  and  Mr.  Malloch,  on  Loch 
Na  Breac,  thirteen,  51b.  On  29th,  Mr.  Malloch, 
fifteen  sea-trout,  131b.  (the  heaviest  being  a  fine 
two-pounder),  and  41b.  brown  trout,  on  Loch 
Badnamoult ;  Messrs.  Malloch  and  Wilson  on  Loch 
Clashfarn,  fifty  trout,  121b. ;  and  Mr.  Wotherspoon  a 
nice  basket  of  sea  and  brown  trout  on  Cnoc-mhichie. 
On  July  30  Messrs.  Malloch,  191b.  of  sea  and  brown 
trout.  On  July  31  Messrs.  Malloch  and  Wilson,  24lb.  ; 
Mr.  Malloch,  jun.,  131b.  ;  and  Mr.  Wotherspoon  three 
beautiful  sea-trout  averaging  21b.  On  Aug.  1  Messrs. 
Sanderson  and  Archdeacon  Donne,  thirteen  sea  and 
brown  trout,  151b.  ;  Messrs.  Malloch,  eighty,  381b.  ; 
and  Mr.  Wotherspoon,  fifty,  161b.  On  Aug.  4  Mr. 
Malloch,  eight  sea-trout  (the  heaviest  2^1b.)  ;  Arch- 
deacon Donne  and  Mr.  Sanderson,  four  sea  and  eight 
brown  trout;  and  Mr.  Wotherspoon,  71b.  of  brown 
trout. — B. 

Shetland. — Up  till  now  sport  has  been  very  poor, 
but  an  improvement  has  at  last  set  in.  Pishing  from 
Magnus  Hotel,  Hillswick,  the  following  catches  of 
brown  trout  have  been  had : — Messrs.  Cantlie  and 
Atkins — July  26,  on  Breiwick  Loch,  six,  41b. ;  July  29, 
on  Stuba  Water,  eighteen,  101b.  ;  July  31,  on  Burra- 
land  Loch,  sis,  2Jlb.  Mr.  Cassells  has  also  had  some 
sport.  Several  anglers  returned  last  week,  having 
done  very  little,  all  on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the 
season. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — Fly-fishing  is  at  a  discount 
this  week,  but  the  brandling  worm  has  accounted 
for  a  number  of  good  baskets  of  herling  in  some  of  the 
rivers  of  the  district.  On  Aug.  3  the  Annan  was  up  a 
foot  and  a  half  higher  and  slightly  discoloured.  Pish- 
ing in  the  Upper  Hoddom  water  Mr.  Inglis,  jun.,  killed 
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TESTIIVIONIALS. 

New  (lalloway,  August,  1902. 

Please  send  Mrs.  R  one  of  your  Hexagonal  Rods  with  suitable  Reel  and 

Line,  similar  to  the  one  you  supplied  to  me  some  years  ago,  which  is  as  straight 
as  the  day  1  saw  it.— Yours  faithfully,  J.  B.  H. 


Queen's  Gate,  W.,  Augiist,  1902. 
Please  send  me  two  of  your  9  ft.  Multum-in-Parvo  Trout  Rods,  spliced.  You 
will  remember  supplying  mo  with  similar  patterns  on  several  previous  occasions, 
which  have  given  complete  satisfaction. 
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a  grilse  of  51b.  and  twelve  herling.  Mr.  J.  Jackson  on 
the  lower  part  ofHoddom  water  caught  fifteen  herling. 
In  Sir  Robert  Jardine's  portion  of  the  Annan, 
above  Hoddom,  Mr.  D.  0.  Loudon  hooked  and 
lost  a  fine  grilse  on  minnow  tackle.  He 
had  a  few  herling  in  the  same  water.  The 
high  tides  caused  the  herling  to  pass  on  to  the 
higher  waters.  Mr.  J.  C.  Thexton  had  a  brace  at  a 
short  outing  on  Monday  ;  Mr.  J.  Laurie  had  half-a- 
dozen  with  the  brandling  worm  in  the  Brewery  and 
Northfield  portion  at  Galabank.  Mr.  E.  Nicholson 
killed  a  sea-trout  of  2|lb.  and  a  brace  of 
herling  on  Aug.  1,  and  on  Monday  morning  he 
had  four  herling  with  the  worm  below  Annan  Bridge. 
The  Galloway  rivers  have  been  in  fairly  good  order  of 
late.  A  number  of  rods  on  the  Kirkcudbrightshire 
Dee  have  been  doing  pretty  well,  and  the  Fleet  of 
Gatehouse  has  also  afforded  moderate  catches.  On 
the  lochs  a  number  of  visitors  have  been  out  with  fly 
and  fair  catches  of  yellow  trout  obtained.  Later. — 
The  prospects  are  not  so  good  for  the  coming  week. 
Should  a  big  flood  take  place  grand  baskets  are  sure 
to  be  had  with  worm.  Rain  is  falling  to-night,  Wed- 
nesday.— Heathbruell. 

Tougfue  Hotel  Waters. — Fishing  from  this  hotel 
the  following  catches  of  trout  have  been  had:  — 
July  28 — Mr.  Brown,  nine,  Clb. ;  Mr.  Swan,  nine,  31b.  ; 
Mr.  Rudyard,  five;  Mr,  and  Miss  Trousdale,  seventeen, 
Gib. ;  Messrs.  Morrison,  five,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  Davies,  nine- 
teen ;  Mr.  Bourne,  nine,  51b.  July  29 — Mr.  Swan, 
nine,  16f lb. ;  Mr.  ]3ourne,  five,  14Jlb. ;  Mr.  Davies, 
four,  4Jlb.  July  30— Mr.  Davies,  four,  8|lb. ;  Mr. 
Bourne,  five,  81b. ;  Messrs.  Morrison,  fifteen,  GJlb. 
July  31 — Mr.  Mackenzie,  five,  101b.;  Mr.  and  Miss 
Tronsdale,  one,  2Jlb.  Aug.  1 — Mr.  Morrison,  two 
salmon,  3Jlb  ,  5 Jib  ;  Messrs.  Morrison  and  Davies, 
fifteen  trout,  71b.  Aug.  2— Mr.  Davies,  three,  lljlb. ; 
Mr.  Brown,  twenty-four,  91b. ;  Mr.  White,  one  salmon, 
41b.,  fourteen  trout ;  Mr.  Major,  one,  2Jlb. ;  Messrs. 
Morrison,  six. — M.  MacInnes. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Baun  and  Tributaries. — Heavy  showers  of  rain 
continued  to  fall,  and  that  kept  the  tributaries  in  high 
flood  for  the  greater  part  of  the  past  week  and  a  very 
large  run  of  salmon  and  grilse  ascended  the  Maine, 
Moyola,  and  Ballinderry  from  the  Lake.  These  fisli 
have  now  gone  beyond  the  reach  of  the  so-called  pollen 
nets,  but  they  will  meet  the  flax  water  in  a  few  days, 
which  will  cause  them  to  refuse  all  lures  till  after  the 
middle  of  September.  The  Bann  rose  twelve  inches 
and  was  so  much  discoloured  that  the  fly  could  not 
be  used,  but  a  few  fish  were  taken  before  the  flood 
water  came  in.  Mr.  F.  Dawson  took  two  salmon, 
141b.  each,  and  one  grilse,  51b.,  on  the  Kilrea  section  ; 
Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson  eight  salmon  and  grilse,  ranging 
from  Gib.  to  lOJlb.,  and  Major  Cumberland  two  salmon, 
141b.  and  IGJlb.,  and  one  grilse,  4lb.,  on  the  Caronroe 
stretch. — Daniel  O'Feb. 

Belfast  and  District. — There  was  very  little 
fishing  in  the  past  week,  the  weather  being  dry  and 
rather  cold,  and  the  rivers  low.  Fishing  the  Clady 
on  Tuesday  with  the  Stewart  tackle,  Messrs.  T.  R. 
Bell  and  J.  A.  Barlowe  creeled  ten  and  fourteen  fish 
respectively — this  in  a  bright  sun,  dead  low  water, 
and  a  north  wind.  The  Belfast  Water  Commissioners 
have  refused  to  re-stock  the  Antrim-road  Reservoir  for 
the  Ulster  Anglers'  Association,  or  to  allow  the  latter 
to  do  it.— J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).  —  Sport  has  been  fair 
considering  the  unfavourable  conditions  of  the  river. 
Commander  Steward,  R.N.,  on  Ballyduff  fishery,  had 
two  grilse,  51b.,  71b.,  on  Mocollop ;  J.  O'Brien,  one 
salmon,  91b.  On  Kilmurray,  Major  Bussel  four  grilse. 
-S.  H. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— The  fol- 
lowing are  the  particulars  for  the  past  week : — Mr.  R. 
S.  Johnston  and  Mr.  Geo.  Godwin  landed  two  salmon 
of  71b.  and  81b.  ;  Mr.  Jos.  Hone,  five,  IGlb.,  141b.,  111b., 
81b.,  and  81b.  ;  Mr.  F.  B.  Gregorie,  two,  121b.  and  61b. ; 
Mr.  Poulteney,  one,  on  Aug.  1 ;  Mr.  H.  J.  Johnston, 
two,  271b.  and  28Jlb.,  on  Au^.  1  and  4 ;  Mr.  H.  J. 
Johnston  landed  another  salmon  of  111b.  on  July  31. 
Messrs.  Hugo,  R.  S.  Johnston,  Geo.  Godwin,  St.  G. 
Johnston,  Schi  lizni,  and  others  took  some  fine  trout, 
weighing  from  lib.  to  31b.,  on  the  Erne. — M.  Rogan  & 
Sons. 

Longli  Melviu. — Trouting  continues  good,  and 
a  number  of  very  decent  baskets  of  gillaroo  trout  and 
brown  trout  were  taken  by  the  anglers  out  on  the  lake 
during  the  past  week.  Dr.  G.  May,  Mr.  Curran,  Mr. 
Colegrave,  Mr.  Kirpatrick,  Mr.  W.  Kelly,  and  others 
were  amongst  ttc  most  successful  anglers. — M.  Rooan 
&  SONK.  ,,; 

Midd  Corrib  (Kilbeg,  co.  Galway).— Doctor 
Colohan •  (trolling  here)  in  a  few  hours  one  evening 
last  week  caught  five  piko  (largest  weighed  131b.)  and 
four  perch.  His  boatman,  P.  Lydon,  on  Aug.  2  landed 
ten  trout  (largest,  a  beautiful  fish,  weighed  41b  ).  On 
the  "  Harry,"  water  low  and  weedy;  with  a  change  to 
rain,  prospects  would  be  good. — T.  M. 

Blourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone,.—  The 
Mourue  and  the  Shule,  Derg,  Finn,  and  Glenelly,  are 


in  good  order,  yet  salmon  fishing  is  not  what  it  should 
be.  Up  till  to-day  (Wednesday)  the  weather  was 
bright  with  north-easterly  winds.  Since  last  report 
the  following  fish  were  killed — Major  Eraser,  four 
salmon;  Colonel  Smyth,  one;  Mr.  Ainsworth,  one; 
Captain  Williams,  five;  and  Mr.  Gorman,  one  salmon 
— the  fish  running  from  71b.  to  101b. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina). — Water  iu  good  order,  with  south 
winds,  and  all  the  pools  well  stocked  with  fish,  both 
upper  and  lower  reaches.  Mr.  Atkins  had  good  fishing, 
during  the  week  having  got  some  nice  fish ;  all 
the  rods  out  had  good  sport,  getting  from  two  to  three 
every  day.  Fishing  on  the  lough  is  good,  some  nice 
baskets  of  trout  being  got,  from  21b.  and  31b.,  and  some 
large  pike. — John  Devebs. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — All  nets  and  the  salmon  weirs  are  off  since 
July  29,  and  the  river  swarms  with  grilse  and  sea- 
trout.  Mr.  Sewell,  four  grilse,  271b.  ;  Mr.  Caeno,  two 
grilse,  151b. ;  Mr.  Knox,  seven  grilse,  481b.  ;  Mr. 
Davip,  eight  grilse,  531b. ;  Mr.  J.  Scroop,  seven  grilse, 
451b.  Sea-trout  anglers  arc  getting  daily  from  eight 
to  twenty,  largest  SJlb.  Lough  fishing  on  some  days 
is  good ;  trout  taken  is  all  of  a  good  size,  largest  CJlb., 
taken  on  the  fly.  Many  jack  have  been  taken,  largest 
18Jlb. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Rosses  (Duugloe,  co.  Donegal).— Since  last 
report  there  was  fine  sea-trout  fishing  on  the  lakes  of 
the  Rosses,  although  the  weather  was  far  from  being 
favourable.  One  of  the  most  pleasing  things  to  record 
about  this  fishery  is  the  increasing  numbers  of  salmon 
not  only  in  the  CroUy  or  Gweedore,  but  in  the  lakes 
which  it  connects  with  the  Atlantic.  On  July  31,  Mr. 
Scott,  on  Tully,  ono  sea-trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Cooper,  on 
Dungloe,  six  sea-trout,  heaviest  lib  ;  Mr.  P.  Cooper 
on  Tully,  five,  heaviest  l^lb.  Aug.  1,  Mr.  Pommery, 
on  Tully,  six  sea-trout,  heaviest  IJlb.  Mr.  Scott,  on 
Loughanure,  three,  heaviest  51b ;  Mr.  Cooper,  on 
Tully,  four,  heaviest  lib. ;  Mr.  Molyneux,  on  OroUy, 
four,  heaviest  IJlb.  Aug.  2,  Mr.  Molyneux,  on  Meen- 
lecknalore,  six  sea-trout,  heaviest  2^1b.  ;  Dr.  Egan, 
on  Loughanure,  three,  heaviest,  2ilb. ;  Mr.  Scott,  on 
Dungloe,  six,  heaviest  lib. ;  Mr.  Cooper,  on  Tully, 
four,  heaviest  lib ;  Mr.  Pomeray,  on  same  water, 
four,  heaviest  lib. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Iiongh  Derg  (Eillaloe)    On  all 

the  salmon  reaches  water  much  too  low  for  salmon 
fishing.    A  blank  week  is  the  result. — S.  J.  Hurley. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier).— The  main  feature  of  the 
present  holiday's  pier  fishing  was  the  capture  of  a 
lovely  plaice  of  41b.  lloz.,  which  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr. 
W.  Paine,  of  Charlton,  on  Tuesday,  August  5.  Mr. 
Squires  was  fairly  successful  with  codlings  and  dabs, 
but  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutchings  found  sport  much  below 
the  average.  Several  anglers  of  both  sexes  took 
a  fair  number  of  small  codlings  during  their  holiday, 
but  flat-fish  of  all  kinds  were  very  fcarce.  A 
small  turbot  which  fell  to  the  lot  of  Mr.  Hutchings 
on  Monday  afternoon  attracted  much  attention  on 
account  of  its  rarity.  Pollack  fishing  has  proved  very 
unproductive,  the  only  catch  of  importance  being  Mr. 
T.  Sexton's  take  of  four  fish  on  Tuesday  afternoon ; 
total  weight  just  over  91b.,  the  largest  fish  scaling 
31b.  3oz.  The  water  is  in  splendid  condition,  and  sport 
should  soon  materially  improve.  —  J.  Richardson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards. — Weather  rather 
unsettled,  but  every  prospect  of  clearing.  Mr.  Esam 
had  a  bass  of  9Jlb.  fishing  from  the  beach,  and  several, 
average  21b.,  have  been  taken.  Good  takes  of  flat-fish 
have  been  had  from  boats. — A. 

Pljrmoutli. — There  is  not  much  more  to  report  this 
week  than  last.  Pollack  and  bass  are  about  in  good 
numbers,  but  the  former  are  smaller  than  usual.  The 
latter  are  being  taken  from  off  the  West  Wharf  in 
Millbay  Docks  with  paternoster  and  reds.  Mullet 
are  occasionally  on  the  feed  also  in  the  docks,  and 
there  is  plenty  of  sport  to  be  had  in  the  pouting  pits, 
and  rod  fishing  from  the  various  piers.  The  list  of 
edible  fish  for  this  month  include  bass,  red  and  grey 
mullet,  conger  eel,  herring,  anchovy,  pilchard,  pollack, 
hake,  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard,  wrasses,  bream,  ray  of 
all  kinds,  smelt,  salmon,  peal,  trout,  sole,  flounder, 
plaice,  dab,  mary-sole,  halibut,  turbjt,  brill,  doiy, 
scad,  lauuce. — Wilijam  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — The  fishing  in  the  bay  has  not  been 
very  good  during  the  past  week.  A  few  mackerel  (on 
hook  and  line),  pollack,  and  bass  have  been  taken.  In 
the  harbour  the  fishing  has  been  anything  but  good, 
although  there  are  x)lonty  of  mullet,  poUouk,  and  bass 
about,  this  may  bo  in  someway  accounted  for,  as  there 
seems  plenty  of  bait  for  them  to  feed  on.  As  the  tides 
get  a  bit  lower  it  will  probably  bring  them  on  the 
worm  and  shrimp.  Joseph  Davis,  of  London,  was  c  n 
the  Dam  on  Sunday  morning  early  and  landed  four 
nice  mullet  and  a  bass.  One  of  the  former  scaled  IJ'b. 
—A.  G,  RowELL. 


Aug.  11. 

Anglers'  Association :   General  Committee  Meeting 
at  8.30. 

Central  'Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs : 
Delegate  Meeting. 

Aug.  13. 

Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament  on  Wimbledon 
Lake. 


Aug.  17. — Eldridge's  Annual  Competition  at  Amberley. 
,     20.— Greenwich  A.S. :  Annual  Outing  to  Water- 
ingbury. 


Jlssoctaiions 

(Special  Meetinqs), 


City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society — 

Tuesday,  Aug.  5,  following  Bank  Holiday,  there 
was  no  meeting.  A  very  comprehensive  programme 
of  fixtures  for  the  coming  six  months  has  been 
arranged ;  this  is  now  being  printed  and  will  shortly 
be  issued  to  members.  The  calendar  contains, 
among  other  items,  half  a  dozen  or  more  fishing  com- 
petitions, including  at  least  four  fresh- water  and  two 
sea  fishing  outings,  a  tackle  exhibition,  a  literary 
conversazione,  with  books,  prints,  and  pictures;  also  a 
microscopical  evening  ;  two  musical  entertainments. 
Several  papers  will  likewise  be  read  and  lectures  given, 
a  supper  figuring  also  amongst  the  items  on  the  list, 
the  annual  dinner  taking  place  later  on.  Lastly,  for 
the  benefit  of  relatives,  friends,  and  associates  of  the 
fair  sex,  on  many  of  the  above  occasions  ladies  will 
be  invited. 

Northern  Anglers'  Association. 

The  third  grand  fishing  match  promoted  by  the 
above  association  took  place  on  the  Leeds  and 
Liverpool  Canal  at  Kirkby  and  Fazakerley  last 
Saturday.  There  were  711  entries,  and  about  G90 
actually  took  part  in  the  contest.  The  weather  was 
fair  though  breezy,  and  looked  just  right  for  sport ; 
the  result  was,  however,  very  disappointing,  as  will 
be  seen  by  the  prize  list.  Otherwise  the  match 
formed  a  pleasant  reunion  and  was  very  enjoyable. 
— Thos.  W.  Redford. 


BIRDS  IN  THE  KENNET  VALLEY. 


The  Kennet  Valley  might  be  correctly  termed  a 
sanctuary  for  the  migratory  and  other  birds.  A  bittern 
has  been  occasionally  killed  when  the  Littlecote 
marshes  have  been  shot.  A  "pair"  of  snipes  will 
now  and  then  remain  to  breed.  This  occurred  some 
years  ago  in  the  bit  of  low-lying  marsh  near  the  the 
swing-bridge  at  Ham,  just  to  the  north  of  the  towpath 
beyond.  The  common  snipe  possesses  a  high  degree 
of  intelligence.  Look  into  the  bright  eyes  of  a  winged 
bird  in  autumn  or  winter  months,  and  it  might  be 
noted  what  a  depth  of  meaning  there  is  which  seems  to 
be  deficient  iu  most  all  other  marsh  birds  or  fowl.  It 
is,  however,  when  Mistress  S.  takes  to  her  nest  in 
the  period  of  incubation  that  her  gallant  partner 
becomes  a  veritable  comedian,  bordering  upon  a 
burlesque  actor.  The  angler  in  the  water  just  above 
Bull's  Lock,  or  elsewhere,  might,  if  an  angler  only, 
think  that  Master  Longbill  was  a  bit  "touched,"  for 
the  bird  ceases  not  its  antics — its  "  drumming,"  its 
rising  from  and  returning  to  its  partner,  and,  who 
knows,  kisses  her  with  snipe-like  loving  kindness. 
And  so  absorbed  is  the  bird  that  the  angler  is  no  bar 
to  a  continuance  of  its  attentions. 

Far  more  plentiful  are  the  breeding  lapwings, 
especially  near  Thatcham  and  Woolhampton.  The 
"peewits  "  come  ax^parently  from  the  North  in  small 
parties,  being  on  the  wing  chiefly  in  the  evening 
"  flight  "-time  in  spring.  It  is  singular  how  the 
young  lapwings  (barred  to  the  Israelites  by  the  decree 
in  Leviticus,  though  some  Hebrew  interpreters  have 
doubted  whether  the  hoopoe  was  not  the  bird  in- 
dicated), while  yet  in  their  callow  "clothing,"  leave 
whatever  nest  they  were  hatched  in  and  squat  in 
some  depression  of  the  marsh  where  the  rough 
grass  had  got  stained  a  rusty-yellow  colour,  and 
effectually  concealing  the  birds,  already  strong  iu  the 
leg  (early  in  July.  As  the  harvest  fields  are  by  and 
by  gradually  cleared,  these  birds,  young  and  old, 
become  gregarious,  repair  to  the  turnips  and  swedes, 
etc.,  and  when  "  bird"  shooting  commences  make  for 
the  coast  as  a  rule.  The  moorhen,  if  disturbed  of  a 
sudden  by  a  dog  or  otherwise,  will  often  dive  even  in 
a  comparatively  shallow  ditch,  and  swim  away  near 
the  bottom.  The  dipper  is  especially  fond  of  a  bit  of 
the  old  river  flowing  past  Fobney  Meadow,  some  little 
distance  above  Reading.  The  common  and  the  small 
water-rails  frequent  this,  like  other  portions  of  the 
valley,  being  fond  of  withy  beds.  Many  birds 
repair  at  one  time  or  other  to  these  beds.  In 
the  early  autumn  swallows,  as  well  as  the 
flocks  of  migratory  starlings,  will  suddenly  appear, 
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The 

"NORGE"  SEMI-WADERS 

Most  Comfortable  in  Wear. 


Andersons' 
Folding-  Fishing  Seats. 


rOLDED 
FOR 


14  by  10  in. 
1/6  each. 
pocKEi  6  for  8/6 
IG  )>}■  12  ill. 
2/0  each 
6  for  11/6 


The  "  BUCKLAND"  Combination  Waders. 
1902  Pattern.      Fop  Ladles  and  Gentlemen. 


After  a  good  day's  spoit  at  a  Highland  I'ishing-Hotel.    Playing  with  the  new  patent 
"Varsity"  Home  Golfer,   One  of  the  finest  games  ever  invented.    Real  Golf  (the 
game  right  through)  anywhere  l)y  day  or  night.    Prices,  42/-  and  30/-.    Complete  Sets 
from  45/-.    Send  for  Illustrated  Pamphlet  giving  full  particulars. 


THE  "NEYERSLIP"  BROGUE. 


A  light  Shoe  Brogue  with  Felt  Soles  and  hobbod 
Heels,  to  give  a  sure  foothold  on  Slippery  Rocks, 
22s.  6d.  per  pair. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON,  &  ANDERSON,  Ltd., 


INDIA  RUBBER  AND 
WATERPROOF  MANUFACTURERS 


3T,    QUEJBJN^   VICTORIA    STRESET,    l^ONJ^ON,  E.C. 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  recommended  to 
ANGLERS 

BY  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 


CISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots;  keeps  thena  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WirOI,E.SALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 

•Juiit  yiibliHhed, 

GRAYLING  FISHING 

I.V 

SOUTH  COUNTRY  STREAMS 
By  H.  A.  ROLT. 

Pbicb    -     .     2s.  6d.  net. 
Me»«r».  8aj»iw)h  Low,  Makstoh  <t  Co.,  Ltd. 


For  Sale- 
10,000  ROACH 

Three  to  eight  inches  (chiefly 
four    and  five   inches)  long. 


A.  STICK,  NORTON  BURY,  BALDOCK,  HERTS. 


THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OF  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

Can  be  obtained  from  the  Publishers, 
Price  8s.  6d. 

London:  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd. 


KSTABLISHED  1837. 

NEW  BOOKS,  OLD  BOOKS,  RARE  BOOKS. 

Also  out-of-print  publications,  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  &c.    Evei-y  number  of  "The  Pub- 

LISHKR'S  CiRCtJLAK  AND  BOOKSELLERS'  RECORD" 

(published  every  Friday,  price  lid.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  "  Books  Wanted,"  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus, 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  it  to  the 
Proprietors  of  the  Fuhlinhers'  Circular,  St. 
Dunatan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.G. 


THE 

InUian  Sporting  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPERJN  INDIA. 

CiR'.'Ul.ATKS  THROIJOHOUT  INDIA,  CEYLON, 

BuH.MAii  AND  Assam. 

The  Only  Sporting  Paper  in  Western  India. 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sfiorting  News. 

FOKMSA  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 
FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 

Published  every  Sunday.    Subscription  16».  per 
annum.    Single  copies.  Id.,  post  free. 

Printed  and  Published  at  Times  op  India  Press, 
Bombay. 

T/JNDON  OFFICE  :  121,  FLEET  STREET,  E.C. 


NOW  READY. 


FOR  HOLIDAY  READING. 


Popular  New  Gd.  Edition. 


Angling  Done  Here ! 

By  W.  CARTER  PLATTS, 

Author  of  "A  PEW  SMILES,"  "CHIEFLY  UNCLE  PAEKEE,"  etc. 

'  One  of  the  most  jolly  books  we  have  ever  read." — Angler's  Record. 
"  Makes  capital  light  reading  for  a  holiday." — Scotsman. 


London  :  JAREOLD  &  SONS,  10  and  11,  Wakwick  Lane,  E.C. 


THE   CHESS   RIVER  TROUT  FARM. 


BROWN  TROUT  &  RAINBOW  TROUT. 


Bookings  are  Now  being  taken 

For  Prices  and  advice,  apply  to  A.  R. 


for  the  AUTUMN  DELIVERY. 
PEART,  CHORLEY  WOOD,  HERTS. 


For  FISHING  NETS  of 
every  description, 

also 

CORACLE  S, 

TRY 

ALFRED  MORRIS, 

3t  tmd  ~Jf«i  Franhivell,  Shrewsbury. 


A.  FORD, 

108,  Bloomsbury  St.,  Birmingham, 

TAXIDERMIST,  &c. 

Birds,  Animsils,  and  Fish  Preserved  and  Uounted. 
Horns,  Hoofs,  and  Skijis  Dressed  and  Uounted, 
Thoroughly  reliable  work  only. 

Mr.  Booaerdb  (the  well  known  Traveller) 
writes  : — "  Your  work  is  excellent.  The  best  I 
have  ever  seen." 
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open,  and  drop  among  the  "  rods."  In  dry  September 
and  October  days  partridges  will  repair  thence,  and 
Master  Eeynard  is  sometimes  "  found"  in  these  beds. 
The  reed  bird  resents  the  intrusion  of  the  oray-fisher ; 
an  occasional  adult  quail  will  be  flushed  in  September. 
The  young  frogs  bred  in  the  valley  migrate  when  less 
than'half-grown,  all  moving  for  the  eastward.  Some 
-of  Sutton  &  Sons'  anglers  at  Woolhampton,  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Highbury  Club  at  Thatcham,  might  flush 
a  sandpiper.  This  is  a  summer  migrant,  coming  to 
southern  rivers  to  breed  on  or  under  the  banks. 
There  are  no  better  conditioned  or  mote  forward  birds 
than  those  bred  in  this  valley.  The  toleration  of  the 
heronry  in  Mr.  Monck's  park  at  Coley  has  possibly  been 
indirectly  decided  by  the  action  of  the  Berkshire 
County  Council,  for  the  birds  of  Ihe  Royal  County 
have  happily  thereby  had  a  good  deal  of  attention 
bestowed  upon  th^m.  Ringdoves  love  to  nest  in  and 
repair  to  roost  in  fir  belts  in  the  valley  ;  and  as  the 
law  now  protects  all  save  the  larger  birds  of  piey,  the 
kingfishers  are  not  persecuted  as  in  other  days  ;  but  in 
Ham  Marsh  and  the  water  meadows  immediately 
above  kingfishers  frequented  even  fully  sixty  years 
ago.  Wherever  in  some  unfrequented  c^^rner — in  this 
case  on  Common  land — a  few  thistles  had  got 
"  established,"  the  writer  noted  for  several  years  the 
pretty  goldfinches  present,  like  jewels,  upon  the  ripen- 
ing thistJe  "heads  ";  so  the  birds  prevented  the  floaiing 
away  of  the  seeds  when  quite  ripe,  and  thus  supplied 
the  antidote  and  saved  some  farmer's  labour.  It  is 
indeed  wonderful  to  mark  the  swifts  feeding  on  fly  in 
this  valley.  The  bird  posceeses  great  power  of  wing- 
its  tail  serving  as  a  fulcrum  in  rapidly  turning  to 
catch  beetle  or  fly,  and  sometimes  in  its  endeavours  to 
get  rid  of  the  vermin  which  clings  to  it  with  great 
tenacity.  Even  a  decade  or  less  before  the  rise  of  the 
great  seed  firm  of  Sutton  &  Sons,  of  Reading,  a  lot  of 
garden  and  field-turnip  seed  was  grown  by  local  men 
at  Newbury.  While  in  flower  cumbers  of  yellow  wag- 
tail came  and  fed  on  caterpillar,  etc. ;  and  the  migra- 
tory bunting  appeared  about  the  same  period,  together 
with  the  "  crake "  of  the  landrail.  And  after  the 
seed  was  harvested  troops  of  greenfinches  and  linnets 
chiefly  repaired  to  the  ground.  This  was  the  bird- 
catcher's  opportunity,  as  with  "call"  birds  and  pull 
net  the  wildlings  came  down  and  got  caught,  the 
cocks  for  the  market,  and  the  hens  to  be  killed,  spitted, 
and  sold.  Here  aud  there,  in  an  arable  field,  a  couple 
of  wheat-ears  appear  in  early  autumn.  The  pretty 
yellow-hammers  sometimes  hide  their  nest  under  the 
edge  of  a  ditch,  safe  from  the  grass  mowers  or  the 
machine  ;  and  the  fern  owls,  or  night  hawks,  prefer 
the  neighbourhood  of  fir  plantations  and  park  "belts." 
Like  the  swift,  the  night  hawk  seeks  its  food  chiefly 
with  its  mouth  agape ;  very  active  on  the  wing,  like 
all  birds  which  catch  their  food  in  the  air,  especially 
in  the  gloaming.  In  the  big  Fence  Wood  in  south 
Berks,  the  property  of  the  late  Lord  Wantage,  wood- 
cocks have  occasionally  remained  and  bred  ;  and  it  is 
related  that  early  in  the  past  century  the  occurrence 
attracted  a  lot  of  visitors.  W.  Pby. 


The  ivorth  of  a  tiling  is  best  known  by  the  want  of  it. 


From  the  genial  secretary  of  the  Greenwich  Angling 
Society,  I  get  an  invitation  to  join  them  in  their 
annual  outing  which  will  take  place  on  Aug.  20. 
The  venue  is  Wateringbury.  Fate  seems  to  decree 
that  all  these  good  things  (and  this  is  one  of  the  best) 
should  fall  on  either  Wednesday  or  Thursday,  two 
impossible  days  for  me.  I  note  also  that  amongst 
other  takes  the  members  of  the  Greenwich  Angling 
Society  have  recently  weighed  in  roach  of  lib.  9oz., 
barbel  5Jlb.,  chub  31b.,  tench  31b.,  and  trout  of  IJlb. 
and  21b.  Well  done,  Greenwich,  and  thanks  for 
invite,  and  although  unable  to  be  present  with  you  in 
the  flesh  I  will  be  there  in  the  spirit.  Mine's  a 
Scotch  I 


In  connection  with  Eldridge's  Pulborough  and  Am- 
berley  Excursiorui  an  "open  roving  contest  "  will  take 
place  on  Sunday,  August  17,  starting  from  Amberley. 
There  are  many  valuable  prizes,  and  the  entrance  fee 
is  the  nimble  sixpence.  In  addition  to  the  thirteen 
prizes  scheduled,  there  is  a  special  prize  for  specimen 
bream  of  rod,  winch,  and  line  given  by  Mr.  Sparrow,  of 
6,  Middle-row,  Goswell-road,  and  the  entrance  fees 
will  bo  divided  into  7s.  and  5s.  prizes.  All  competitions 
to  start  on  Sunday  morning.  No  live  bait  to  be  used. 
Jack,  feels,  pope,  dabs,  bleak  and  gudgeon  barred. 
Thames  measurement.  One  rod  only  to  be  carried. 
This  is  good,  and  should  always  be  a  condition  in  com- 
petitions of  this  kind.  Tickets  aud  all  further  informa- 
tion from  A.  T.  Eldridge,  Ro.so  and  Crown,  21,  Goswell- 
road,  E.G.    Entries  close  11.30  p.m.  Aug.  IG. 


Autudb:  "Uid  you  ever  know  an  amateur  angler 
tell  the  truth  ?  "  George  :  "  Oh,  yes  ;  1  heard  one 
recently  call  another  a  perverter  of  the  truth." 


The  City  Police  are  to  be  congratulated  upon 
having  a  Commissioner  and  Assistant  at  their  head 
who  apparently  take  great  interest  in  the  natatory  art 
and  other  forms  of  healthful  sport.  On  Aug.  16,  at 
the  Crystal  Palace,  amongst  other  items  will  be  the 
tug  of  war,  and  from  past  experiences  any  team  that 
opposes  the  City  Police  will  have  to  go  all  the  way  to 
win.  All  the  other  events,  and  they  are  numerous,  in 
the  interesting  programme  will  be  worth  seeing. 


Me,  W.  G.  George,  the  world's  champion  mile 
runner,  must  be  remembered  by  us  as  an  ardent 
fisherman.  He  will  at  the  present  day  run  miles  to 
throw  a  fly  and  seek  the  enjoyment  of  nature  by  the 
river  side.  His  book  on  "  Training  for  Athletics  "  is 
just  to  hand,  and  is  a  most  wonderful  compilation  for 
the  assistance  of  not  only  the  grown  man  who  seeks 
health  in  exorcise,  but  for  the  schoolboy  who  should 
use  it  in  his  everyday  studies.  The  book  is  published 
at  the  Universal  Press  Agency,  Sports  Dept.,  Gl  &  G2, 
Chancery-lane,  W.C. 


As  theyears  roll  by  recurring  joys  are  apt  to  pall  some- 
what upon  the  accufctomed  palate  ;  but  this  is  never  the 
case  with  the  Summer  Number  of  the  Vaclitiny  World. 
The  issue  which  synchronises  with  the  Coronation  of 
our  Royal  Yachtfciuan  fitly  opens  with  some  stirring 
verses  by  Mr.  G.  M.  Matheson  on  "  The  Sea  King," 
which  have  naturally  been  already  freely  qudted  by 
discerning  critics.  For  that  reason  1  avoid  so  doing, 
and  content  myself  with  specially  pointing  out  the 
charmiug  lines  upon  "  The  Lady  Hermione,"  penned 
in  praise  o£  the  late  Lord  Dufferin's  well-known  little 
single-handed  four-tonner,  and  in  imitation  of  the 
famous  song  "  Katy's  Letter,"  written  and  composed 
by  his  lordship's  mother.  There  are  six  verses,  and  I 
should  like  to  quote  them  all ;  but  space  can  only  be 
spared  hero  for  the  concluding  two : — 

"  He  was  1.0  tailor  tiller-man,  no  fiUin'  up  and  backin'. 
He'd  give  his  orders  ringing  loud  whene'er  it  came 
to  tackin' — 

'Bout  ship,  lee  helm,  head  sheets,  and  sure  be  quick 
to  get  the  slack  in 

(And  the  nearest  man  aboard  he  was  twenty 
miles  away). 

"  Then  with  sheets  pinned  hard  and  flat,  there  would 

come  the  richest  brogue  in, 
'  Sure,  steward,  tumble  up,  I  could  do  with  half  a 

noggin' ; 

And  though  eye  hath  never  seen  the  hand  that 
poured  the  grog  in. 
He  got  it,  ay,  he  got  it,  yes,  he  got  it  faithfully  t  " 

Well  done,  Mr.  T.  Dykes  !  Your  verses  "  mind  me  " 
of  that  celebrated  son  of  Erin  of  whom  dear  old 
Thackeray  so  enthusiastically  sang — 

"  Be  me  sowl ! 
'Twas  he  made  the  noggin  to  rowl ! 

»»*♦»» 

Other  notable  contributions  to  the  number  are 
"  King  Edward  VII.  as  a  Yachtsman  "  ;  a  capital  short 
story,  "The  Bond  of  Colour,"  by  Harold  Bindloss ; 
and  "  Smashed  to  Matches,"  by  Stinson  Jarvis.  Since 
Keats  penned  the  famous  line,  "  A  thing  of  beauty  is 
a  joy  for  ever,"  it  is  surprising  how  many  people  have 
been  ready  to  recognise  the  fact,  who  might  otherwise 
have  never  said  anything  about  it,  and  all  who  are 
able  to  give  a  free  and  unbiased  opinion  will,  I  think, 
agree  with  me  in  saying  that  the  Summer  Number  of 
the  Yachting  World  is  worthy  to  be  classed  among  the 
things  of  beauty.  The  illustrations  are  simply  ex- 
quisite, reflecting  the  greatest  credit  on  all  concerned 
in  their  production. 


Mr,  W,  B.  Hunt  writes  :  "  At  the  eyot  opposite  the 
Swan  here  on  August  5  I  caught  on  a  roach  ledger  line, 
supplied  by  Messrs.  J.  W.  Martin,  a  barbel,  just  an 
ounce  short  of  eight  pounds.  Bait  was  a  worm. 
Groundbait  on  shot.  Had  considerable  difficulty,  as 
was  alone,  and  only  a  very  small  landing  net.  A  lot 
of  boats,  including  two  small  steamers,  got  round  me, 
and  had  he  run  would  have  fouled  my  line.  Fortu- 
nately after  the  fiist  two  rushes  he  sulked  round  and 
round  the  punt,  and  after  about  half-an-hour's  play  I 
got  him,  after  two  failures  with  the  net  which  only 
reached  about  half-way  up  the  fish.  Mr.  Ayling,  of 
the  Swan,  is  having  the  fish  stufied  at  Kingston. 


The  following  is  from  the  Times  of  1802  (Brighton, 
Aug.  4).  The  depredations  which  were  some  time  ago 
committed  at  this  place  by  that  most  voracious  fish, 
yclept  the  "  Brighton  Shark,"  from  its  fatal  con- 
sequences in  driving  visitors  from  this  place,  would 
be  supposed  to  have  so  operated  on  the  inhabitants  as 
to  induce  them  to  use  every  exertion  to  destroy  it  on 
its  first  appearance  on  their  coast.  It  is  not  so, 
however,  for  the  monster  now  gorges  himself  with  the 
most  gluttonous,  rapacity  at  the  expense  of  the 
unwary,  who,  either  for  health  or  pleasure,  resort 
thither.  Not  an  inn  or  shop  but  have  in  a  great 
degree  been  infected  by  the  bite  of  this  all-devouring 
creature. 


A  FAMILY  of  four  lizards  from  California,  generally 
known  as  "  horned  toads,"  have  just  been  placed  in 
the  reptile  house  at  the  Zoo.  Their  backs  are  covered 
with  a  perfect  forest  of  sharp  spears,  which  stick  out 
when  their  owners  are  hidden  in  the  sand,  ready  to 
leave  a  permanent  impression  on  the  paw  of  any 
animal  which  ventures  to  interfere  with  them.  Like 
a  familiar  English  beetle,  the  lizards  exude  a  red 
fluid  from  jhe  neck  when  angry  or  frightened. 


Foe  the  last  few  years  the  exporting  of  frogs'  legs 
from  Canada  to  United  States  has  developed  into  such 
a  very  large  business  that  unless  the  killing  of  frogs  is 
restricted  there  will  be  few  left  in  the  country  in  a  few 
years,  says  a  Canadian  exchange.  The  Department  of 
Marine  and  Fisheries  has  been  requested  to  institute  a 
a  closed  season  during  the  month  of  May,  but  the 
constitutional  question  whether  a  frog  is  a  fish  has 
arisen.  If  frogs  come  under  the  category  of  game  then 
the  closed  season  must  be  fixed  by  the  provincial 
authorities. 


Old  Mr.  Chapman  sat  down  at  the  table  and  ordered 
a  glass  of  milk.  "  See  here,"  he  called  to  the  waiter, 
and  his  voice  was  full  of  indignation.  "  Here's  a  cow's 
hair  floating  round  in  this  milk."  "Well,  sir,"  the 
waiter  made  answer,  softly  rubbing  his  hands  together, 
"  you  wouldn't  expect  to  find  a  horse  hair  in  milk, 
would  you  ?  " 


The  Little  Wave  Maidens. 

The  little  waves  came  stepping 
And  curtseying  up  the  sand 

Little  bashful  maidens  holding 
Each  other  by  the  hand. 

They  wore  deep  azure  dresses. 

And  ribbons  in  their  curls. 
And  every  neck  was  circled 

With  tiny  precious  pearls. 

All  day  they  played  and  chattered. 
With  laughter  sweet  and  low; 

But  when  the  sunset  beckoned 
They  all  made  haste  to  go. 

"  Now  fare  thee  well — we're  going," 

They  sweetly  called  to  me. 
And  hand  in  hand  went  singing 

Back  to  the  purple  sea. 

But  all  across  the  acres 

Of  tidelands  brown  and  bare 

They  dropped  the  pale  blue  ribbons 
Out  of  their  wind-blown  hair. 

— The  Delineator. 


A  YOUNG  rascal,  aged  barely  seventeen,  was  conducted 
into  the  dock  at  a  police-court.  "Now,  listen  to 
me,"  said  the  fatherly  magistrate,  "  this  is  your  first 
offence.  Hadn't  you  some  little  fear,  some  touch  of 
conscience,  when  you  appropriated  this  purse  ? " 
"  Yes,  I  was  frightened  that  it  might  be  empty." 


Another  tradition  has  been  shattered  by  the  icono- 
clastic hand  of  science.  The  popular  impressions 
concerning  the  bee  must  be  revised,  says  an  investi- 
gator of  the  habits  of  the  honey-makers.  The  bee 
has  long  been  praised  for  its  industry  and  diligence, 
but  it  has  recently  been  learnt  that  in  these  respects 
the  bee  is  a  fraud.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  "little 
busy  bee"  works  but  about  three  hours  a  day,  and  is 
a  most  thorough-going  loafer  for  the  rest  of  the  time. 


A  well-known  citizen  was  calling  on  a  friend  not 
long  ago,  and  it  happened  that  a  preacher  was  paying 
a  visit  at  the  same  time.  While  they  were  chatting 
the  young  son  of  the  hostess  rushed  into  the  room. 
His  clothes  were  torn,  and  one  of  his  eyes  was 
blackened,  "  Reginald,"  said  the  preacher,  "  you've 
been  fighting  again.  Your  clothes  are  torn  and  you 
have  a  black  eye.  Fighting  is  very,  very  wicked.  Come 
here  and  let  me  pray  for  you."  "  You  had  much 
better  go  home  and  pray  for  your  own  kid,"  said 
Reginald  ;  "  he's  got  two  black  eyes," 


A  CHURCH  magazine  quotes  this  from  a  woman's 
diary,  dated  1790  : — "  We  had  roast  pork  for  dinner, 
and  Dr.  S.,  who  carved,  held  up  a  rib  on  his  fork,  and 
said,  '  Here,  ladies,  is  what  Mother  Eve  was  made  of.' 
'  Yes,'  said  Sister  Patty,  '  and  it's  from  very  much  the 
same  kind  of  critter.'  " 


A  PARTY  of  gentlemen  from  New  Orleans  while 
fishing  recently  at  Ship  Island  fastened  their  three 
boats  together  and  steadied  them  with  a  heavy  anchor. 
A  shark  became  entangled  in  the  anchor,  carried  all 
throe  boats  out  to  sea  and  finally  wrecked  them  on  the 
shore.  The  fishermen  narrowly  escaped  with  theit 
lives.  They  are  all  prominent  socially  and  in  cluh 
life  in  New  Orleans.  Dragnet. 


August  9,  1902 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


109 


pFovineial  ^^^^  Hotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

■  Anglers  both  old  and  young  have  been  out  during 
the  i^holidays  and  in  the  majority  of  instances  some 
very  good  sport  has  been  had.  The  river  Avon  has 
been  the  most  patronised,  and  some  very  good  catches 
have  been  made,  in  fact  sport  has  been  far  above  the 
average.  In  the  Harrington  district  some  fine  catches 
have  been  made  chiefly  from  the  water  rented  by 
the  Aston  Britannia  Society.  Mr.  T.  Smith  of  this 
society  has  been  taking  about  161b  of  roach  per 
day  and  other  members  of  the  same  society  have 
also  been  doing  well.  The  public  parts  of  the  Avon 
have  been  fished  with  very  good  results.  Those 
who  have  visited  Evesham  and  the  Pershore  districts 
have  had  good  catches  of  roach,  bream,  and  perch. 
The  Arrow  at  Wexford  has  been  very  well  patronised, 
and  sport  on  the  whole  has  been  good.  The  members 
of  clubs  who  rent  portions  of  the  Trent  have  had 
very  decent  sport  with  the  roach,  the  gentle  being  the 
best  bait ;  but  the  river  is  rather  low  and  fine.  The 
Severn  has  been  very  low  and  fine,  but  good  sport  has 
been  had  early  in  the  morning,  and  the  latter  part  of  the 
ig  the  gentle  has  been  the  best  bait,  but  the  white 
has  produced  some  good  takes  of  roach.  Stour- 
,nd  Lincomb  Weir  has  been  fished  with  some 
success,  but  Hampton  Lode  is  about  the  best  place  at 
present ;  the  same  remark  applys  to  Kemsey ;  this 
place  has  been  inundated  with  anglers,  and  the  fish 
have  gone  well  at  the  maggot,  the  dace  in  particular. 
The  Anker  has  been  visited  by  the  members  of  the  St. 
George's  and  Birmingham  Heath  clubs.  The  pools  and 
reservoirs  round  and  about  the  city  have  been  visited, 
and  taking  things  on  the  whole  there  is  very  little 
to  complain  about.  A  large  number  of  young  anglers 
have  been  out  to  the  canals  in  all  directions,  and  I 
hear  that  at  Preston  Baggot  some  good  roach  have 
been  taken  with  the  paste.  Worm  fishermen  have 
done  well  with  the  percb,  but  the  largest  fish  taken 
has  been  about  IJlb.  Bream  have  been  taken,  but 
they  have  been  small.  We  have  had  some  fine  fishing 
weather — it  has  not  been  too  hot  and  not  too  bright. 
We  have  had  some  nice  showers,  which  has  done 
much  to  make  the  water  fresh  and  the  country  to  look 
grand. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE), 

Some  decent  fish  have  been  captured  in  the  Tat- 
tershall,  Kirkstead,  and  Dogdyke  districts  of  the 
Witham,  and  also  on  the  drains  at  Boston.  Last 
Veek-endmany  hundreds  of  anglers  came  down  by  the 
excursions  to  Boston,  and  every  stream  of  note  was 
largely  patronised  on  Bank  Holiday.  Those  who 
visited  the  deeper  swims  between  Anton  Gowts 
and  the  Grand  Sluice  at  Boston  had  a  good  turn 
amongst  the  bream,  and  some  rods  accounted  for  as 
much  as  three  stones  of  fish,  many  single  ones  going 
over  51b.  each.  Roach  have  afforded  fairly  good  sport 
at  Donington  Bridge.  An  occasional  tench  has  helped 
to  increase  the  weight  of  individual  bags,  and  one 
angler  had  two  of  these  fish,  weighing  over  71b.  the 
pair.    Welland  anglers  have  been  busy  at  Deeping. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  on  the  rivers  Hull,  Derwent,  Ludd,  and 
Ancholme  has  been  fairly  good  during  tlae  week,  and 
especially  on  the  Ancholme  where  Hull  anglers  have 
taken  bream  going  from  21b.  to  31b.  each  in  various 
parts  of  the  river,  and  Mr.  J.  Lightowler,  of  Hull,  took 
about  1.51b.  of  good  flounders  and  eels  at  the 
Sluice,  also  a  bream  of  about  41b.  On  Monday, 
Aug.  4,  two  steamboat  loads  of  anglers  and 
their  wives  and  sweethearts  arrived  at  the  Sluice, 
causing  both  sides  of  the  Ancholme  to  be  lined  with 
anglers  for  several  miles,  and  sport  on  the  whole  was 
fairly  good ;  a  few  very  good  bream  were  taken  here 
and  there  of  21b.,  2|lb.,  and  31b.  each.  Some  few  good 
catches  of  roacti  and  bream  have  also  been  made 
on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal  by  anglers 
from  Leeds  and  Hull.  The  Central  Hull  Angling 
Association  fished  a  match  on  the  canal  near  Newport 
last  week-end  and  had  some  good  sport,  each  competitor 
catching  fish,  their  aggregate  takes  being  431b.  lOoz., 
Mr.  Arthur  Marshall  carrymg  off  the  first  prize.  Messrs. 
Tho8.  Holmes  Angling  Society  fished  their  third  match 
on  the  river  Hull,  at  Hull  Bridge,  on  -July  2G,  result- 
ing in  Mr.  T.  Smith  securing  the  first  prize,  and  on 
July  28  the  West  Hull  Association  fished  their  second 
match  at  Saxby  Bridge,  on  the  Ancholme,  when 
Messrs.  Thos.  Barber,  T.  Chester,  and  R.  H.  Barlow 
carried  oft  the  first  three  prizes. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

.io  doubt  the  great  All  England  match  on  Saturday 
last  will  long  be  the  subject  of  discussion,  but  as  the 
secretary  will  probably  report  in  full  nothing  further 
need  be  said  here.  The  Jiollin  continues  in  the  good 
graces  of  local  fishermen,  and  now  that  the  roach  are 
on  is  fishing  better  than  ever.  Mr.  Shannon  had  a 
i  tioot  l^Ib.,  not  bad  for  a  river  recently  taken  in  hand 


by  the  Warrington  Anglers'  Association.  Our  other 
rivers  are  not  doing  very  well.  The  Brothers 
Well  Met  Angling  Society  opened  the  season 
at  Middlewood  on  Aug.  3.  Only  six  caught  fish, 
and  Mr.  A.  Sampson  heads  the  list  with  (j^oz.  A 
silver  cup  has  been  announced  to  be  fished  for,  and  a 
keen  competition  is  anticipated,  as  several  already 
"  had  one  hand  on  it  "  ;  they  must  have  their  hands 
also  on  the  report  of  the  contest,  for  it  is  not  to  hand. 
The  Ringley  Angling  Society  open  at  Astley  next 
Saturday,  Aug.  16.  On  Aug.  14  and  16  the  Warrington 
Anglers'  Association  are  due  at  Beeston  Castle  and 
Vale  Royal  to  fish  two  of  their  annual  contests. 
Thirty  members  have  just  been  added  to  the  associa- 
tion.   Their  waters  are  fishing  well. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Last  week  end  was  a  very  quiet  time  in  this  city  so 
far  as  angling  goes.  A  fair  number  were  away  at  far 
distant  fishing  resorts,  one  party  from  Ardwick  got  to 
Landrick,  but  do  not  appear  to  have  had  much  sport. 
As  to  the  bulk  probably  they  were  at  Old  Trafiord  on 
Monday  to  see  the  great  "  battle  of  the  roses  "  on  the 
county  ground.  As  to  last  Saturday  a  swimming  match 
would  have  been  more  in  keeping  with  the  weather. 
There  is  a  wretched  entry  for  what  is  the  eleventh,  and 
probably  the  last  Worsley  Canal  Championship  Com- 
petition. Evidently  the  ticket-holders  do  not  appre- 
ciate this  fixture,  so  it  will  have  to  die.  It  is  simply 
astonishing  how  former  champions  have  neglected 
this  event  after  winning  honours.  Was  their  win  a 
fluke  ?  Only  two  gold  medallists  and  two  silver 
medallists  are  included  in  the  entry.  So  much  for 
champions.  Many  of  our  local  rods  will  exchange  the 
rod  for  the  gun  on  Aug.  12  with  the  greatest  pleasure. 
The  consolation  prizes  ofiered  by  the  Duchy  Angling 
Society  were  awarded  without  difficulty  in  an  addi- 
tional fixture. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Hundreds  of  anglers  were  out  on  the  Trent  on 
Bank  Holiday,  and  as  the  river  was  running  in  low 
and  clear  volume  it  was  hoped  that  the  barbel  would 
show  plenty  of  sport.  But  only  very  few  fish  were 
caught,  and  these  chiefly  on  the  Holme  Pierrepont 
waters  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Colwick 
weirs.  Mr.  R.  Anderson  has  taken  a  brace  below 
Beeston  weirs,  and  sundry  specimens  have  been 
secured  by  the  aid  of  greaves  at  Clifton  and 
Wilford.  On  the  Pride  of  Derby  Club's  stretch  below 
Cavendish  Bridge,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  and  Mr. 
Edgar  Birks  have  caught  large  quantities  of  roach 
with  creed  wheat.  One  secured  by  the  former  gentle- 
man weighed,  I  learn,  lib.  lOoz.  Mr.  J.  Henson,  Mr. 
A.  Wilson,  Mr.  A.  E.  Brown  and  Mr.  T.  Foster 
have  killed  many  stones  of  big  bream  with 
the  tail  end  of  the  lob-worm  at  Clifton  Hills. 
Takes  of  exceptional  merit  have  also  been 
eflected  by  Derby  and  Nottingham  enthusiasts 
on  the  new  ticket  water  at  Weston.  Visitors  to  the 
Swineshead  district  are  reported  to  have  done  remark- 
ably well  amongst  perch,  roach,  and  bream.  There 
has  not  been  much  doing  on  the  local  tributaries 
amongst  trout. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Avery  caught  a  great  number  of  chub  at  Holt 
Fleet  under  the  weir.  He  had  a  basket  of  191b.,  one 
of  the  fish  weighing  31b.  8oz.  Mr.  Tyler  had  over  121b. 
of  chub  in  the  same  part  of  the  Severn.  W.  Smith 
91b.  roach  with  the  maggot  above  Hallowford.  Several 
of  the  York  House  Club,  fishing  at  Camp,  had  capital 
sport.  Above  Camp  Weir  in  the  deep  water  a  lot  of  good 
bream  have  been  caught,  one  angler,  Mr.  Finch,  caught 
one  41b.  weight.  Roach  have  been  taking  the  creed  wheat 
well.  Mr.  A.  Frost,  fishing  in  the  river  below  Kempsey, 
caught  84;  H.  Powell,  56;  P.  Willis,  82.  At 
Upton-on-Severn,  Mr.  A.  Day,  5J  dozen  ;  G.  Weston, 
A.  Coombe,  and  R.  Wingfield  good  creels  of  fish, 
among  them  some  very  fine  dace.  Trout  fishing  has 
improved,  and  the  grayling  are  coming  on  strong. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  thirty-fifth  All  England  Angling  match  on  the 
Swale,  on  Monday,  brought  together  nearly  three 
hundred  anglers,  who  experienced  fine  weather,  and 
some  fairly  large  catches  were  made,  the  principal  fish 
hooked  being  perch.  The  biggest  basket  was  made  by 
Halford,  of  Idle,  the  weight  being  41b.  7f  oz.  The 
smallest  catch  was  one  of  21b.  loz.  The  promoters  of 
the  match  were  Messrs.  T.  Foxcroft,  W.  G.  and  E.  P. 
Royston,  and  P.  M.  Slater,  Leeds.  Forty  anglers 
pegged  down  at  Stamford  Bridge  for  the  Woolpack 
Club's  yearly  match.  Grand  weather  prevailed,  but  only 
small  catches  made,  the  largest  falling  to  G.  Barritt, 
31b.  lOoz.  The  Huxby-road  Working  Men's  Club  held 
their  second  match  of  the  season  at  Aldwark,  when  a 
most  enjoyable  day  was  spent.  M.  Wilburn  won  the  first 
and  special,  and  H.  Edwards  had  the  special  for  the 
largest  fish.  Large  eel  and  chub  have  been  caught 
in  the  Ouse  and  Upper  Derwent.  The  York  Amalga- 
mation of  Anglers  have  decided  to  hold  two  sweep- 
stakes in  the  club  waters  of  the  Ouse,  the  first  having 
been  fi$e4  for  Au^.  20  and  the  second  for  gept.  6. 


The  chief  event  will  be  the  cup-tie  competition 
between  seven  members  chosen  from  each  of  the 
aifiliated  clubs,  which  is  announced  for  Saturday, 
Sept.  13.  ^  

NOTESi  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  sultry  and  calm,  and 
sport  has  suffered  in  consequence.  The  rivers 
have  all  fallen  away  to  a  low  ebb,  and  unless 
rain  takes  place  shortly  no  good  sport  can  be 
expected.  At  Waterville  sea-trout  have  yielded 
fair  sport  on  Lough  Currane,  on  which  water  they 
are  very  numerous  and  where  good  sport  is 
confidently  looked  forward  to  among  them  when  a 
favourable  change  sets  in.  Peal  are  also  accounted 
numerous  in  Loch  Currane,  but  none  were  had 
last  week.  On  the  Kerry  rivers  sport  has  not  been 
good  anywhere,  even  on  those  waters  that  flow  from 
lakes  and  still  hold  a  fair — for  the  season — volume  of 
water.  Sea-trout  are  numerous  in  the  Currane 
(Waterville)  Inney,  and  Cummeragh  in  South  Kerry, 
and  in  all  the  principal  North  Kerry  rivers.  At 
Killarney  salmon  angling  has  been  backward,  and 
brown  trout  have  not  given  the  usual  sport.  Matters 
are  brightening  up,  however,  in  this  district  as  rain 
is  expected.  Matters  continue  very  dull  at  Caragh 
and  Glenoar  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  weather 
mentioned  at  commencement  of  these  notes.  On  the 
principal  Cork  rivers  salmon  fishing  has  not  been  as 
backward  as  it  has  been  elsewhere,  and  in  the  lower 
sections  of  a  few  of  the  rivers  sea-trout  have  given 
respectable  sport  at  times.  In  the  department  of  sea 
angling  fine  sport  has  been  had  at  many  stations  in 
Cork  and  Kerry  at  pollack,  but  as  far  as  other  fish  are 
concerned  things  have  not  been  up  to  the  usual 
standard.  Bass  are  reported  numerous  in  Ballin- 
skelligs  Bay,  Valentia  Harbour,  and  Kenmare  Bay, 
but  no  takes  of  them  have  been  recorded  anywhere. 


Wotcs  from  tl)c  ^ort^. 

The  autumn  prospects  are  brightening  more  and 
more  every  day.  Not  that  the  weather  is  acceptable 
in  the  main,  but  that  the  early  floods  are  bringing 
away  the  fish,  so  that  the  far  inland  reaches  will 
afford  good  sport  for  a  couple  of  months  of  the  back- 
end  at  least. 


A  good  head  of  grilse  is  forward  in  the  mid-waters 
of  the  Tay,  Dee,  and  Spey,  and  are  being  found  freely 
by  the  few  anglers  yet  abroad. 

Small  salmon  flies  of  the  fancy  order,  and  not 
always  the  standard  patterns,  are  being  freely  adopted 
now  on  most  salmon  streams,  mostly  combinations  of 
the  standards. 


Some  very  good  days  have  been  had  on  the  Don 
recently,  chiefly  in  the  mid- reaches  from  Parkhill 
upwards,  but  on  the  most  noted  waters,  such  as  the 
Grandholm  (private)  waters,  the  season  has  been 
almost  a  blank. 


With  the  early  spring-like  weather  larger  flies  are 
doing  much  better  than  the  smaller  patterns,  and 
especially  so  with  evening  fishing.  An  angler  the 
other  day  had  a  basket  of  101b.  to  a  large  March 
Brown  chiefly. 


The  Rev.  Father  Macintosh,  of  Huntly  Cathedral, 
Aberdeen,  an  enthusiastic  angler  of  the  first  order,  has 
just  finished  a  holiday  on  the  Ness  and  Sutherland 
lochs,  and  from  pike  to  salmon  has  seldom  done 
better.    Some  beauties  of  brown  trout  were  also  got. 


Few  sea-trout  are  being  got  as  yet  over  lib.  in 
weight,  but  with  the  present  early  floods  the  Ythan, 
Ugie,  Findhorn,  and  other  reaches  are  expected  to 
fish  early  and  well. 


A  few  anglers  returned  from  Shetland  the  other  day, 
and  reported  that  as  yet  sport  has  been  quite  slack, 
all  on  account  of  the  weather.  The  best  baskets  were 
somewhat  disappointing. 


On  the  Knockando  Spey  water  Messrs.  Hankey, 
Slightfoot,  and  Field  have  had  several  salmon  and 
grilse,  scaling  from  4^1b.  to  101b.,  while  the  keepers  on 
the  other  sections  are  having  a  fine  time  of  it  among 
the  grilse. 


Mr.  Robert  Clark,  lessee  of  the  Banchory  Devenick 
fishings,  was  fined  £5  and  expenses,  and  Davie,  his 
foreman,  £3,  after  evidence,  for  fishing,  or  attempting 
to  fish,  for  salmon  in  the  Dee  with  a  net  during  the 
weekly  close  time.  The  other  men  under  their  charge 
were  dismissed. 


His  Majesty  the  King  and  Court  will,  it  is  expected, 
be  on  Deeside  by  the  end  of  the  month  at  least.  It  is 
expected  he  will  steam  into  Aberdeen,  cji  route  for 
Balmoral. 
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ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHINO   QUARTERS,  &c. 


SLIGACHAN  HOTEL 

ISLE  OF  SKYE. 

Beautifully  situated  at  the  Foot  of  theCuchullin 
Hills.  Parties  living  in  the  Hotel  have  the 
privilege  of  good  Salmon,  Sea  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing,  during  May,  .Tune,  an<l  July,  on  one  of 
the  hest  lochs  in  Skye.  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  river  Sligachan  ;  also  good  Loch 
and  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  free  of  charge.  Post 
and  Telegraph  Offices  in  the  Hotel.  Posting. 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "  Sharp,  Sligachan." 

WM.  SHARP,  Proprietor. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cniachan 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  looh  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  river  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors, 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  loch  Nant ;  permission  to  fish 
the  river  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  calls  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL,  KILREA,  co.  DERRY. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments, 
accommodation,  and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths  ; 
Billiards  ;  Suites  of  Rooms  ;  Vehicles  ;  Boats. 
New  Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers' 
board,  9/-  per  day. — Address,  Miss  McCalldm, 
Manageress. 


FOX  AKD  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Egrgesfopd,  North  Devon. 

FISHING  FREE  to  HOTEL  GUESTS. 
Twenty  miles  preserved  water — Mid  Taw 
and  Little  Dart, 


WILLIAM  LITTLEWORTH,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CROES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line)- 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
river  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Tra]i 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  reiiuest. 

T.  J.  COTTRBLL,  Proprietor. 


LAIRG,  N.B. 

SUTHERLAND  ARMS  HOTEL 

Famed  for  its  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Angling 
on  Lochs  Shin,  Fuarloch,  Beannoch  and  various 
other  waters;  also  Salmon  and  Grilse  on  River 
Shin.  Being  beautifully  situated  amidst  grand 
.■scenery  at  east  of  Loch  Shin,  it  is  much 
fre(iuented  by  health  and  pleasure  seekers  from 
all  parts.  Postal  and  telegraphic  offices  next 
door.    'Bus  attends  all  trains. 

WM.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandshire,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  McINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fi.shing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
Olllce  and  Resident  Doctor. 


BORDER  ESK, 
Langholm. 

ri  SUING  QUARTERS: 

ESKDALE  HOTEL 

(Tennperance). 

SEND    FOR  TARIFF. 

WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor. 


ANGLING  IN  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Hill's  Hotel,  Dunkincely,  Co.  Donegal,  Ireland. 

Six  miles  salmon  and  nea  trout  IlKhing  on  Oilcy 
river  ;  five  niilos  salmon  and  m-n  trout  ll/'hing, 
Htragar  river.  Two  excellent  brown  trout  lakes. 
Good  sea  llshing :  pollack,  mackerel,  etc.  Fishing 
free  to  Hotel  visitors.  Beautiful  scenery.  Five 
minutes  from  railway.  Good  acconiiriodation. 
Boats  and  boatmen.    Tcrn)H  moderate. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


INT. 

Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London. 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
HoteL    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.     En  pension  terms 
only  lOSt  6d.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  imd  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vymwy,  Oswestry. 


41  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


ALL  PKESERVED,  on  river  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  BEST  in  Wales. 
Report  for  District,  1900  and  1901,  average  83  Salmon.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales 
on  draught  and  in  bottle.   Billiards  and  Posting. 

Inclusive  Terms,  9s.  a  day.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


Swat  lolel  Jei|(uni,  WorceslersWe. 

HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

FREE  FISHING  for  Visitors  staying 
in  Hotel. 


LOCH  KATRINE— STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

Tliis  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated  in  the  heart 
of  Rob  Roy's  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Gregor  being  in  close  proximity, 
and  as  a  Ashing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  fishing  is  free  on  loch  Katrine,  loch  Chon,  and 
several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel ;  excellent  boats  and  experienced  boatmen  are 
kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and  Trossachs 
and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or  by  Aberfoyle 
and  Trossachs  and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and  steamers  by  these 
routes  during  the  season.    Post  and  telegraph  office  in  hotel. 

DONALD  FERGUSON,  Proprietor. 


CULAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire  ;  or  MacBrayne's  hoat  from 
Glasgow  on  Mondays.  Wires:  "Gulag, 
Lochinver."  John  Mackenzie. 

FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shlre. 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  on 

loch  Ness,  Free  to  Visitors ;  also  TROUT 
FISHING  on  lochs  Farraline,  Garth, 
and  Bran.  Special  weekly  terms.  Post- 
ing.   Telegrams:  "  Hotel  Foyers." 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  TAY,  KILLIN,  N.B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges : 
£1  per  Salmon.  Fishing  opened  15th 
January.  For  Boats,  apply  to  H.  J. 
Maibey.  Killin  Hotel.  Killin,  N.B. 

OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

Via  Lairg,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLER'S  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Ferox.  I'isliing  on  lochs  Shin,  Grian,  Merkland, 
an<l  Gorm.  Also  .Salmon  and  Sea  Ti'out  Fishing. 
Boats  and  experienced  gillies.    Posting,  &c. 

DUNCAN  MACKAY. 
Total  season  1895,  sixty  days'  fishing  for  one 
rod,  2,206  fish,  weighing  1,125  lb.    Last  season's 
catch,  over  10,000  fish. 

AnRlers  wishinR  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing:  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &o., 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  HI 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address;  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambridge. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINGSBRIDGE,   S.  DEVON. 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance, 
8s.  6d.  per  day.  FISHING  for  Pike, 
Perch  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait, 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Bendon,  Middlesex, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Eloach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  of  Fish, 


Pike,  18  Inch. 

Chub,  7  inch. 

Budd,  6  inch. 

Tench,  8  inch. 
Bottom  Fishing 
Jack  Fishing 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  Inch. 
Gudgeon,  1  Inch. 

per  day  1/0 

  2/6 


THE  CELEBRATED 

FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Neap  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 


Situate  in  one  of  the  most  delightful  spots  in 
England,    Kow  in  all  its  summer  beauty. 

Splendid    Fistiing,   Itoating,  I'ltnthiff 
and  Sailing  on  oion  I'rivate  Lake. 
S  miles  in  Ci frunifercnce. 

TENCH  NOW  FEEDING  AND  LARGE 
FISH  NUMEROUS. 


Upwards  of  a.  mile  of  well-stocked 
and  preserved  Trout  Stream. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3  gs.  per  week 
Inclusive.   Everything  supplied  of  Best 
Possible  Quality.  Moderate  Prices. 


Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses. 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 


Taritf  forwarded  on  application, 

G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 
Telegramt:  "  Griffiths,  Frensham  Pond,  Surrey." 


GOOD  LAKE  AND  RIVER 
FISHING 

(Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  Eels) 
at  a  nominal  cost. 

SWAN  HOTEL 

THORNTHWAITE,  KESWICK. 

Tliree  minutes  from  lake.   Splendidly  situated ; 
one  of  the  finest  views  in  lake  district  from  the 
hotel.    Terms,  6«.  6d.  per  day,  or  2  (('dneas  per 
week.   Special  terms  for  fishermen. 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish, 
ing  in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Partiou- 
lars  on  application  to 

JOHN  McDonald,  Proprietor. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  EARti  op  Caenabvoh 
(rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 

INNSBRUCK. 

The  lovely  Capital  of  Tyrol.  Ideal  Health 
and  Pleasure  Kesort.  Good  Fishing.  Charming, 
Excursions.  Delightful  Climate.  English 
Church. 

HOTEL  TYROL. 

C.  LANDSEE,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  CoanS' 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visiton 
in  Hotel  at  5«.  per  day.  Silliards;  Posting; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters  ot  C.TJO.t ■ 
&c. — Address,  PROPRIETOR. 


RAILWAY  HOTEg 

BALUNROBE,  CO.  MAYO,  \. 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout,  i 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  li  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


LOCHMADDY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  UlSTi 

Beat  Fishing  in  Hebrides  for  Salmon/ 
Sea  and  Brown  Trout,  Over  SO  lochs. 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  from 
25th  February  till  end  of  Octobec 
Excellent  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  on  all 
loohs.  Drawing  and  smoking  rooms. 
Hot,  cold,  and  salt  water  baths.  Posting. 
Daily  mails  via  Oban,  Mallaig,  and  Inver- 
ness. Telegraph  office.  Good  golf  course 
short  drive  from  Hotel. 

D.  MACFADYEN. 


X.XTXB  3 

(LOCH  TAY), 
GLEN  DOCHART,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Beautifully  situjik-d  on  the  banks  of  the  river  I>(>ch;ir' 
surrounded  hy  wild,  pictureS'iiie  and  romantic  seen'  i  ■. 
six  miles  from  the  head  of  loch  Tay,  and  one  im 
from  Luib  Station  on  the  Callandaraud  Oban  Rail\^ 
Five  railes  of  good  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  on  i 
river  Dochart.  loch  Pochart,  and  loch  Nubhair.  Frt  r 
Visitors  sUiying  at  the  Hotel.    Boats  free.  Every  H  i 
Comfort,  comliined  with  moderate  charges.  Par- 
Boarded.   Golf  course.    Posting  in  all  branches.    T  > 
and  Telegraph,  Luil)  Station. 

DONALD  McNAUGHTON.  Propriet.-i 


IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

DOVEDALE,  ASHBOURNE, 

The  old-established  fishing  quarters  for 
Anglers  on  the  Dove  and  Manifold. 
Upwards  of  7  miles  of  water.  The  Hotel 
has  been  recently  refurnished  throughout. 
Write  for  illustrated  tariff  to 

WM.  EVANS. 
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The  Jungle  Cock,  Bumbee,  Hare's  Lug,  Wickham's 
Fancy,  Bed  Spinner,  and  such  like  are  among  the 
most  popular  flies  on  northern  trouting  streams  just 
now.  The  Alexandra  is  the  most  fatal  , sea-trout  lure 
with  some,  but  it  invariably  works  well. 

Mr.  Wedderbum  and  son  are  having  a  very  good 
time  of  it  on  the  Don,  but  I  cannot  give  details  of 
their  baskets  as  yet.  Mr.  Duncan  and  others  are  still 
tearing  away  up  Cabrach  way,  and  hoping  for  better 
times  with  the  abundance  of  rain. 


The  strawberry  crop  is  in  a  bad  way,  and  the 
partridge  and  pheasant  broods  almost  decimated  or 
drowned  with  the  excessive  thunder  pelts. 

Special  Scotch. 

["  S.  S."  must  have  a  "  Bumbee  "  in  his  bonnet. 
What  does  he  mean  by  "  Mr.  Duncan  and  others  are 
still  tearing  away  up  Cabrach  way "  ?  Are  they 
tearing  their  hair,  or  what  ? — Ed.] 

(   

Icttcly  to  the  lEbitor. 

IWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  tlie  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Cor7-espondents.} 

KELT  SEA  TROUT. 
-I  have  much  pleasure  in  replying  to  Mr. 
,  liar  Brown's  inquiry,  so  far  as  is  in  my  power.  I 
cannot  speak  specifically  as  to  the  Annan,  but  I  should 
be  surprised  to  learn  that  the  movements  of  sea-trout 
(Sabno  trutta)  are  different  in  that  river  from  those  in 
other  rivers  entering  the  Solway.  In  order  to  make 
my  meaning  clear,  I  will  use  the  term  salmon-trout, 
because  the  bull-trout  or  sewin  (Salmo  cambricus)  is 
often  known  as  the  sea-trout,  and  the  movements  of 
the  two  species  are  not  simultaneous.  On  April  3  of 
the  present  year  I  killed  on  the  fly  in  the  Cree  a  clean- 
run  bull-trout,  weighing  13Jlb. ;  but,  like  Mr.  Harvie- 
Brown,  I  have  never  seen  a  clem  salmon-trout  in  a 
river  before  the  end  of  June.  I  have  heard  of  such, 
and  believe  that  isolated  individuals  may  sometimes 
leave  the  sea  in  the  early  months ;  but,  in  default  of 
proof,  if  anybody  told  me  he  had  killed  a  sea-trout  in 
a  river  in  March  or  April,  I  should  suppose  that  it  was 
a  bull-trout. 

The  general  movement  of  salmon-trout  is  far  more 
restricted  in  time  than  that  of  salmon  or  bull-trout. 
There  are  no  early  and  late  rivers  for  salmon-trout  as 
there  are  for  salmon  (I  speak,  of  course,  only  to  what 
I  have  observed  myself  in  the  Solway  district).  Salmon- 
trout  are  taken,  I  believe,  in  the  sea  nets  as  early  as 
the  beginning  of  May,  but  they  do  not  leave  the  tidal 
waters  till  towards  the  end  of  June,  when  a  well- 
defined  run  of  large  fish,  from  2Jlb.  to  61b.,  takes 
place.  Salmon-trout  coctiaue  to  collect  in  the 
estuaries  all  through  July,  showing  a  diminution  in 
size  compared  with  those  of  the  first  run,  and  ascend- 
ing the  rivers  as  often  as  water  permits.  I  should  name 
July  as  the  very  best  month  in  the  year  for  salmon- 
trout  angling,  and  I  have  known  a  single  rod  take  120 
in  a  day,  from  51b.  down  to  l^lb.,  in  one  of  the  Solway 
rivers. 

About  Lammastide,  at  the  beginning  of  August,  the 
grilse  of  the  salmon-trout  and  bull-trout  put  in  an 
appearance  in  immense  numbers  in  those  rivers  which 
are  not  netted  in  the  estuary.  These  are  the  fi.sh 
variously  known  as  herlings,  finnocka,  blacktail,  whit- 
ling,  mort,  sprod,  etc.,  in  diSerent  localities. 

As  to  the  return  from  the  spawning  grounds  salmon- 
trout  are  far  more  prompt  than  salmon.  I  have 
occasionally  caught  kelts  of  this  species  when  fishing 
for  spring  salmon  as  far  north  as  the  Thurso  and  as 
far  south  as  the  Solway,  but  very  seldom. 

The  descent  of  the  salmon-trout  smolts  takes  place 
in  April  and  May.  In  the  Piltanton,  a  stream  which 
falls  into  the  estuary  of  the  Luce,  and  is  almost 
exclusively  frequented  by  salmon-trout,  they  are  called 
herlings,  and  the  theory  prevails  that  these  silvery 
little  fellows  are  ascending  from  the  sea  instead  of 
descending  to  it.  The  consequence  is  that  thousands 
of  them  annually  are  killed  on  trout  flies  by  people 
who  find  they  make  an  excellent  fry. — I  am,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  Heeceet  Maxwell, 

Monreitb,  Aug.  2, 

[Does  Sir  Herbert  mean  that  not  even  sea-trout  kelts 
are  found  in  rivers  in  March  and  April  ?  When  trout 
fishing  in  Ireland  in  March  I  have  caught  kelt  sea- 
trout  or  salmon-trout— not  the  bull-trout. — Ed.] 


TO  DISTINGUISH  YOUNG  TROUT  PROM 
YOUNG  SALMON. 

Dkab  Sib,— Reading  "  Piscator's  "  letter,  it  strikes 
me  that  he  is  rather  hard  on  our  great  unpaid, 
although  some,  perhaps,  are  deserving  of  his  descrip- 
tion. Now  it  is  a  comparatively  simple  matter  to 
avoid  an  interview  with  the  "  lunatics "  if  novices 
fishing  a  river  in  which  SalmomdcB  are  found  would 
bear  in  mind  the  following : — 

1.  In  salmon  fry  there  are  no  spots  below  the  medial 
line — that  is,  the  line  extending  lengthways  along 
body— eac«p/  two  or  three  on  gills  and  just  behmd  same. 


2.  In  the  ordinary  river  trout  there  are  spots  on  the 
dorsal  fin — that  is,  the  large  fin  in  centre  of  back — but 
not  0)1  the  Salmonida:. 

3.  The  fins  of  the  salmon  are  chiefly  a  semi-trans- 
parent slatish  colour,  but  the  adipose  fin — that  is,  the 
small  fin  on  back  next  tail — of  trout  is  tinged  with  a 
pronounced  bright  red ;  this  does  not  occur  in  the  case 
of  salmon  proper. 

4.  There  is  a  whitish  bar  or  line  on  the  first  ray  of 
the  trout's  anal  fin — that  is,  the  last  fin  on  belly,  next 
tail — and  last,  but  not  least,  when  the  salmon  fry  are 
most  persistent  and  annoying  in  their  attentions  and 
most  difiicult  to  distinguish  from  trout,  they  are  so 
small — generally  running  some  five  or  six  inches  only 
(occasionally  larger) — that  their  size  alone  ought  to 
make  any  genuine  British  sportsman  take  them  up 
carefully,  handle  them  gently,  and  give  the  plucky 
little  beggars  a  chance  to  meet  him  once  again — in  the 
days  to  come,  when  bright,  bold,  and  strong.  He  will,  I 
hope,  be  rewarded  by  landing  him  as  a  51b.  or  61b. 
grilse,  even  if  he  has  not  the  luck  to  get  him  as  a 
"grandfather,"  at  least  that  is  the  wish  of — Yours 
truly,  Golden  Grouse. 

"KERKAFE." 

Deae  Sie, — The  word  kerlmfi  that  your  correspon- 
dent was  not  able  to  understand  is  perfectly  unknown 
to  me.  But  they  use  very  much  in  Normandy  the 
larva  of  the  Phnjganea  grandis,  which  is  a  caddis  bait, 
and  they  call  it  cherfaix  or  cherbois.  Most  probably 
the  old  Pore  Mary  intended  to  say  cherfaix. 

I  may  add  that  the  French  of  some  of  these  Nor- 
mandy anglers  is  very  often  perfectly  unintelligible  for 
French  people  not  accustomed  to  it. — Yours  truly, 
A  Fbench  Subsceibee  to  the 

Tours,  July  24.  Fishing  Gazette. 


AN  EEL  BREEDING  QUESTION. 

Deae  Sie, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  numerous  readers 
give  me  advice  as  to  breeding  eels  in  ponds,  say,  50ft. 
square  by  2ft.  or  2ft.  6in.  deep,  by  the  side  of  a  river, 
with  an  inlet  and  outlet  from  and  to  the  river  ;  and 
could  you  say  how  long  it  would  take  for  them  to 
weigh  31b  to  41b  each,  by  putting  in  two  or  three  lots 
of  young  ones,  and  would  these  young  ones  breed  in 
the  same  pond  three  or  four  years  after  ? — Yours  truly, 

Brighton.  Readeb. 

[Our  correspondent  will  not  be  able  to  breed  eels,  as 
they  have  to  go  down  to  the  sea,  but  if  he  can  get 
young  eels  and  can  prevent  their  escaping  (not  an  easy 
matter  if  there  is  an  outflow),  he  can  fatten  them  on 
fresh  garbage,  but  as  long  as  eels  only  fetch  about  6d. 
a  pound  it  will  hardly  pay  to  bother  with  breeding 
them ;  they  would  require  feeding  for  probably  two 
years  or  more. — Ed.] 


ACHILL  ISLANDERS. 

Deae  Sib, — I  and  my  family  with  one  or  two  friends 
are  going  again  early  next  month  to  the  Dooagh  end 
of  Achill  Island  for  trout  and  sea-fishing,  and  I  would 
ask  you  kindly  to  insert  this,  so  that  any  readers  with 
spare  or  cast-off  clothing,  who  may  be  charitably 
disposed,  may  send  the  same  for  distribution  to  the 
Achill  Islanders,  than  whom  I  know  of  no  people 
poorer.  Their  fishing  gear  and  rude  canoes  are  most 
primitive,  as  I  have  already  written  in  your  columns, 
and  so  they  catch  comparatively  little  of  the  fish  with 
which  their  circling  sea  abounds,  and  even  if  they  did 
catch  fish  in  commercial  quantities  I  do  not  know 
what  they  could  do  with  it,  the  nearest  railway  station 
being  fourteen  miles  distant,  and  no  ice  procurable. 

A  small  potato  patch,  or  none,  around  their 
miserable  huts,  with  the  few  pounds  won  by  the 
bread-winners'  harvesting  in  Scotland  or  the  North  of 
England,  constitute  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  whole 
means  oiE  subsistence.  And  when  the  bread-winner 
dies,  the  family,  generally  in  such  cases  a  large  one, 
is  solely  dependent  upon  the  charity  of  the  neighbour- 
ing huts,  which  is,  however,  as  I  know,  singularly  and 
instructively  generous.  From  one  small  hut  of  rude 
beach  stones,  with  turf  ("  sod  ")  roof,  kept  down  by  hay 
bands  or  ropes  with  slung  stones,  I  have  repeatedly 
seen  issue  in  early  morning  a  dozen  geese,  several  hens, 
a  cow  and  calf,  a  horse  and  colt,  one  or  two  pigs,  two 
or  more  toddling  youngsters,  one  or  two  youths  and 
maidens,  and  the  father  and  mother.  All  had  passed 
the  night  in  a  single — by  no  means  large — room,  with- 
out window,  with  an  open  fireplace  and  with  close- 
shut  door,  and  containing  usually  one  bed.  The 
animals  are  then  ushered  off  by  the  various  members 
of  the  family  to  their  respective  walks  on  the  bog,  and 
the  night  droppings  are  brought  out  by  the  shovelful 
by  the  father  or  eldest  boy  or  girl,  and  deposited  on 
the  heap  close  to  the  door.  Some  cottagers  are  too 
poor  to  have  more  than  fowls  or  geese  ;  others,  again, 
have  only  pigs  ;  some  are  so  poor  as  to  possess  no 
live  stock  at  all,  and  so  on. 

Abject  poverty  and  the  most  picturesque  rags  I  ever 
saw  are  the  unfortunate  rule  at  DooagU.  The  long- 
drawn-out  discussion  about  the  Harris  Tweed  cottagers, 
and  the  awful  descriptions  of  the  squalor  in  that  part 
of  Scotland,  shows  how  unknown  is  the  worse  poverty 
of  Achill.    We  armually  send  abroad  large  sums  to 
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convert  and  clothe  heathens  who  are  not  subjects  of 
the  King,  when  something  very  like  the  indisputably 
genuine  empire  article  in  every  respect  can  be  obtained 
much  nearer  homo.  And,  for  the  natives  of  Achill,  I 
must  say  that  they  are  kindly  disposed,  well  mannered, 
independent  in  temperament,  generous  as  far  as  they 
can  be,  moral,  as  is  usual  with  Irish  peasants,  and 
agreeable  to  come  in  contact  with.  Any  bundles  of 
clothes  or  boxes  sent  to  J.  Harris  Stone,  12,  Oxford 
and  Cambridge  Mansions,  Edgware-road,  W. ;  to  Mrs. 
Wellbeloved,  39,  Upper  Berkeley-street,  W.  ;  or  Mr. 
Philip  Gosse,  17,  Hanover-terrace,  liegent's  Park, 
N.W.,  will  be  personally  taken  over  by  our  party,  and 
discriminatingly  distributed,  and  an  account  of  their 
reception  sent  to  you  for  publication  in  due  course. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  Hareis  Stone. 


LIGHT  AND  POWERFUL  RODS. 

Sie, — I  have  been  absent  in  Norway,  and  have  only 
just  had  the  opportunity  of  reading  the — shall  I  say, 
spirited — correspondence  which  has  raged  over  this 
subject  in  your  columns  during  the  month  of  July.  I 
see  that  "  Viator  "  catches  it  hot  from  your  righteously 
indignant  correspondents  who  support  the  English 
manufacturer.  May  I  be  permitted  to  point  out  that 
the  reasoning  of  every  one  of  them  is  vitiated  by  an 
assumption  which  to  the  best  of  my  observation  is 
quite  unwarranted — namely,  that  these  lightly  built 
American  rods  will  not  do  their  work.  I  have  had  the 
privilege  of  handling  rods  by  first-class  makers  in 
both  countries,  and  if  one  thing  more  than  another 
has  struck  me  about  these  light  American  rods  it 
is  the  extraordinary  courage  and  temper  which  they 
exhibit.  I  have  handled  nine  feet  Leonard  split-canes 
of  lightest  weights  which  were  quite  equal  to  hustling 
heavy  fish  on  South  Country  rivers.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  about  the  satisfaction  of  handling  a  rod  of  light 
weight  which  is  capable  of  putting  a  lighter  line  and 
a  delicate  cast  with  precision  and  accuracy,  while  the 
satisfaction  of  bringing  a  heavy  fish  to  basket  with 
such  gear  is  exquisite. 

I  for  one  am  tired  of  the  hand  paralysers  which 
our  first-class  makers  turn  out  for  dry  fly  fishing,  and 
I  heartily  thank  "  Viator  "  for  his  spirited  effort  to 
induce  them  to  mend  their  ways. — Yours  truly, 

Val  Conson. 


"  SHOULD  HE  UPBRAID." 
Deab  Sie, — "Mona"  will  find  the  foundation  of 
this  song  in  "Taming  of  the  Shrew,"  Act  II.,  Scene  I., 
near  the  middle. — Yours  truly,  A.  P.  Dyeb. 


Sib, — The  words  of  Bishop's  song  are  based  upon  a 
passage  in  the  "Taming  of  the  Shrew,"  Act  II., 
Scene  I. : — 

Say,  that  she  rail ;  why,  then  I'll  tell  her  plain. 
She  sings  as  sweetly  as  a  nightingale : 
Say,  that  she  frown ;  I'll  say  she  looks  as  clear 
As  morning  roses  newly  wash'd  with  dew  1 
By  whom  the  adaptation  was  made  I  cannot  tell. — • 
Yours  truly,  P.  R, 


PISHING  IN  FINLAND. 

Dear  Sie, — Thank  you  very  much  for  the  copy  ot 
Fishing  Gazette,  and  for  mentioning  my  little  vocabu- 
lary in  the  article  about  Finland.  I  should  be  very 
grateful  if  you  would  kindly  allow  me  to  say  that  I 
publish  my  little  vocabulary  myself,  but  Messrs.  John 
Good  and  Sons,  of  Hull,  have  a  stock  of  it.  The  book 
can  be  had  from  all  booksellers'  shops  in  Finland. — 
Yours  truly,  Agnes  Renfobs. 

Kajana. 


SALMON  ON  THE  TEES— "  A  TRULY  PRETTY 
SIGHT." 

Sie, — A  perusal  of  Mr.  Murton's  letter  in  your  issue  of 
Aug.  2  has  once  more  opened  my  piscatoiial  wound — 
a  trouble  originating  when  I  happened  to  live  in  the 
Tees  district.  Said  I  to  my  wife,  I  think  at  least  on 
fifty  occasions,  "  My  dear,  to-morrow  I  am  going  to 
have  a  day  off  with  Jones  ;  possibly  I  shall  not  be  back 
before  Sunday  night,  but  as  a  quid  pro  quo  for  my 
absence  your  Harry  will  bring  his  Lulu  some  salmon." 
Departure  to  Barnard  Castle,  two  days'  fishing,  not  a 
single  rise,  the  drowning  of  one's  chagrin  in  the 
nearest  hostelry,  return  home.  Act  No.  2 — No  pre- 
sentation of  salmon  having  been  made,  as  promised, 
outburst  of  anger  on  the  part  of  Lulu,  a  thorough 
condemnation  of  her  husband's  mode  of  catching  tue 
lordly  species,  and  an  immediate  precept  to  go  to  the 
end  of  Seatou  Snook  and  watch  how  easily  the  men 
with  the  nets  manage  to  ensnare  them.  "  Why  cannot 
silly  Harry  be  equally  successful  ?  "  Yes,  Mr.  Murton 
is  absolutely  correct  when  he  describes  the  netting  as 
"a  truly  pretty  sight,"  but  getting  away  from  frivoiity 
to  seriousness,  it's  precious  hard  on  landlords  and 
tenants  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Tees  to  have  to  lay 
their  salmon  rods  aside  for  want  of  sport  whilst  men 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  at  a  very  small  expenditure, 
during  the  season,  are  making  good  money,  and  at  the 
same  time  being  the  means  of  depleting  the  upper 
portions  of  the  river.  "  A  truly  pretty  sight  1  " — Yours 
obediently,  CKOix. 
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FROM  THE  DON  TO  THE  AU  SABLE. 

[Mr.  Geo.  M,  Mackay,  of  the  Sportsman's  Depot 
and  Agency,  50,  Bridge-street,  Aberdeen,  kindly  sends 
us  the  following  interesting  letter  which  he  has  re- 
ceived from  a  friend  who  is  fishing  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  Au  Sable  is  probably  from  cau 
sable,  or  sandy  water  or  river,  of  the  early  French 
settlers. — Ed.  Fisliinr/  0(126116.} 

"  The  St.  George  Hotel, 
"  St.  George-street,  Toronto. 
"  June  12. 

"  My  deab  Mr.  Mackay, — It  is  a  far  cry  from  the 
Don  to  the  Au  Sable,  four  thousand  miles  or  more, 
but  within  two  weeks  of  my  last  day  on  the  Don 
Mrs.  Clyne  and  I  were  out  for  a  ten  days'  camp  on 
that  queen  of  Michigan  trout  rivers. 

"  The  Au  Sable  runs  easterly  to  Lake  Huron,  across 
the  northern  part  of  Michigan,  and  the  best  fishing  is 
in  the  upper  reaches  and  in  the  branches  and  tribu- 
taries whose  combined  length  would  probably  exceed 
one  hundred  miles  of  the  best  trout  water  I  have  ever 
seen.  The  river  for  perhaps  forty  or  fifty  miles  from 
its  mouth  is  too  deep  and  heavy  for  fly  fishing.  We 
left  the  railway  where  it  crosses  the  river  at  the  little 
town  of  Grayling,  two  hundred  miles  north  from 
Detroit.  Our  intended  camp  was  fifteen  miles  down 
the  river,  and  we  arranged  to  start  on  the  following 
morning,  having  engaged  a  river  guide  and  a  boat  for 
such  time  as  we  might  stay.  Those  Au  Sable  river 
boats  are  admirably  constructed  for  their  purpose — 
long,  flat-bottomed,  taper  ends,  with  a  life  well,  in 
which  trout  are  kept  alive  during  the  day  and 
transferred  at  the  camp  to  crates  sunk  in  the 
river.  On  account  of  the  rapid  current  oars  cannot 
bo  used,  but  the  hard  gravel  bottom  makes 
navigation  possible,  if  not  always  easy,  with  a 
light  tough  iron  shod  pole.  We  spent  the  day 
on  the  fifteen  mile  run  to  our  camp,  occasionally 
stopping  to  tempt  a  plump  trout  from  a  shady  corner, 
and  passing  mile  after  mile  of  water  where  trout 
would  rise  to  almost  every  cast.  While  we  were 
on  the  river  we  saw  about  twenty-five  miles 
of  it,  and  I  have  never  seen  trout  so  numerous  or  so 
evenly  distributed  as  there,  but  every  yard  of  its  water 
seems  a  perfect  home  for  trout.  The  current  is  lively, 
from  three  to  five  miles.  I  think  the  depth  where  we 
fished  was  from  two  to  four  feet,  the  width  from  fifty 
to  one  hundred  feet,  and  the  bottom  sand  and  gravel. 
The  surrounding  country  is  sandy,  and  the  heaviest 
rain  storms  filter  through  the  sand,  and  the  water  is 
fed  to  the  liver  by  springs  and  spring  creeks.  The 
volume  or  colour  of  the  water  is  scarcely  affected  by 
heavy  rains,  as  would  be  the  case  in  a  clay  district. 

"  The  common  a  dvice  and  common  practice  on  the 
river  was  to  use  large  flies,  No.  6  or  8,  and  at  first  I 
used  No.  8.  These  excited  the  curiosity  of  the  six  to 
eight  inch  trout,  who  came  in  schools  to  look  them 
over,  and  occasionally  take  them  ;  but  the  big  fellows 
invariably  rose  short  in  open  water,  and  only  took  the 
large  fly  when  it  reached  them  in  a  corner  or  pocket, 
wbeie  they  must  take  it  quickly  or  lose  it.  In  that 
clear  water,  the  big  fly  tied  on  heavy  gut  must  have 
looked  to  those  discreet  and  keen-ejed  trout  like  a 
chicken  on  a  clothes-line. 

"  I  changed  to  Nos.  12  and  14  flies  on  a  light  cast 
(some  of  your  make),  and  the  big  fellows  came  to 
them  for  business,  not  inspection.  Later  I  learned 
that  I  had  struck  more  and  heavier  trout  with  the 
small  flies  than  anyone  else  who  fished  the  river 
while  we  were  there,  and  I  believe  that  was  wholly 
due  to  small  flies  and  light  casts,  with  reasonable 
care  as  to  where  and  how  they  touched  the  water. 

"  The  Au  Sable  as  a  sporting  river  has  seen  a  remark- 
able change  in  a  few  years.  About  twenty-five  years 
ago  it  was  full  of  grayling,  and  trout  were  compara- 
tively scarce.  About  that  time  the  pine  forests  near 
the  upper  waters  of  the  river  were  being  cut,  and 
enormous  numbers  of  logs  were  sent  tumbling  and 
rolling  down  the  river  every  spring.  This  continued 
for  many  years,  and  unfortunately  for  the  grayling 
the  log  runs  must  be  made  during  their  spawning 
Beason,  when  such  a  disturbance  in  the  river  would 
(seriously  interfere  with  their  reproduction.  There 
may  have  been  other  causes  at  work  against  them, 
but  the  logs  were  doubtless  their  most  severe  trouble ; 
in  any  case,  they  have  nearly  disappeared  from  all 
branches  of  the  river.  The  exit  of  the  grayling 
caused  many  regrets  among  fishermen  who  had  fished 
the  river  when  they  were  plentiful,  but  the  enterprise 
of  the  fish  commisbion  of  the  State  of  Michigan  came 
to  the  rescue.  They  freely  stocked  the  Au  Sable  with 
trout,  fontinalis  and  rainbow,  and  they  have  thriven 
and  multiplied  wonderfully. 

"  The  fishing  is  free,  as  is  the  fishing  in  all  the  waters 
that  have  been  stocked  by  the  State,  but  is  subject  to 
healthy  restrictions  as  to  size  and  number,  none  less 
than  eight  inches  to  be  taken,  and  not  more  than  fifty 
to  be  taken  away  from  the  stream  at  one  time.  These 
restrictions,  which  are  rigidly  enforced,  handicap  the 
pot  fisher  and  the  fish  hog,  and  are  such  as  no  good 
fishermen  would  wish  to  see  removed.  A  large  num- 
ber of  log  cabins  or  camps  have  been  built  by  the 
settlers  at  convenient  points  on  the  river  for  the 


accommodation  of  fishing  parties,  and  the  charges 
for  them  are  very  moderate.  A  number  of 
commodious  club  houses  are  located  in  the  most 
picturesque  situations,  these  of  course  being  for  the 
convenience  of  club  members  and  their  guests,  but 
many  parties  prefer  to  take  in  tents  and  complete 
camping  outfit. 

"  With  our  last  look  at  the  stream  as  the  train  pulled 
out,  we  could  only  say,  '  Good-bye,  Au  Sable,  in  the 
meantime.  We  hope  to  see  you  later,  for  you  are  good 
enough  to  visit  again.' 

"  We  have  settled  at  Toronto  in  the  meantime  at  the 
above  address,  and  will  be  very  pleased  indeed  to  have 
a  good  loDg  newsy  letter  from  you  sometime  soon. 
During  this  summer  (if  all  is  well)  we  expect  to  make 
some  trips  in  the  Canadian  north  woods  and  waters, 
and  may  be  able  to  send  you  something  interesting 
about  what  we  see. — Yours  truly,  "J.  B.  C." 


LONG  LIGHT  BRAIDED  ROACH  RODS. 
Dear  Sir, — There  is  no  place  in  England  where 
these  banded  rods  can  be  bought,  and  we  shall  have 
to  supply  orders  direct  from  here.  We  make  a  few  in 
England,  but  find  they  can  be  made  better  and  cheaper 
in  Paris,  so  we  are  manufacturing  them  at  our  Paris 
factory. 

The  prices  are  as  follows — 12ft.  6in.,  IGs. ;  14ft.  6in., 
183. ;  IGft.  6in.,  203. ;  19ft.,  22s. ;  21ft.,  24s.  ;  ringed, 
winch  fitted,  two  ordinary  tops  and  one  pike  top,  in 
bag.    Carriage  and  box  will  cost  about  5s.  extra. 

Many  thanks  for  the  trouble  you  are  taking  to  bring 
these  rods  before  the  notice  of  the  public. — Yours 
truly,  Wyers  Fb^bes. 


TO  SECURE  HOBNAILS  IN  BROGUES,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — I  send  you  a  few  particulars  of  a  plan 
I  adopted  for  putting  hobnails  securely  into  the  soles 
of  my  wading  brogues  ;  they  have  had  some  very  rough 
work  since,  and  there  is  no  sign  of  any  of  the  hobs 
giving  way.  I  first  prepare  the  leather,  then  remove 
the  thickness  of  the  copper  washer  from  the  inside  of 
the  sole,  insert  the  hob,  cut  away  part  of  the  shank, 
square  the  end  of  the  shank  with  a  file,  place  the 
washer  and  rivet  on.    The  sprigging  on  of  the  sole  is 
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Me.  Bowie's  Plan  for  Securing  Hobnails 
IN  Brogue  Soles. 

a  simple  matter.  To  anyone  who  is  handy  with  their 
hands  this  is  a  very  easy  and  inexpensive  way  of 
resoling  brogues,  as  the  usual  hob  suits  all  right.  If 
you  think  the  idea  would  meet  with  the  approval  of 
any  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Oazette,  and  you 
care  to  bring  it  to  their  notice,  I  shall  be  pleased 
that  you  should  do  so. — Yours  truly,       H.  Bowie. 

[I  think  Mr.  Bowie's  plan  is  a  very  simple  and 
sensible  one,  and  have  had  these  illustrations  made 
(enlarged)  to  show  it.  After  the  shank  or  spike  of  the 
nail  has  been  shortened  it  is  hammered  down  and 
bulges  out  over  the  copper  disc  a  little,  so  it  is  practic- 
ally immovable  in  the  leather.  The  disc  forms  a  flat 
surface  to  tread  on — no  slight  matter — because  when  a 
brogue  sole  gets  soft  from  wading  one  occasionally 
feels  the  nails  pressing  uncomfortably  on  the  sole  of 
the  foot.— Ed.] 

THANKS. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  allow  me  to  thank  all 
your  readers  for  their  kind  letters  to  me  in  reply  to 
mine  which  appeared  in  your  issue  of  July  25.  I  have 
decided  to  adopt  your  kind  suggestion. — Yours  faith- 
fully, Charles  H.  Burne. 


A  PROTEST. 

Sir, — One  of  the  pleasures  of  the  week  is  half-an-hour 
with  the  Fishing  Oazette  on  Saturday  morning,  but  I 
must  confess  that  an  occasional  shock  is  experienced 
when  the  praises  of  strong  drink  as  an  accompaniment 
to  angling  is  sung,  and  this  unpleasant  feeling  has  now 
been  intensified  by  the  insertion  of  a  satirical  reference 
to  a  teetotallers'  angling  club  (page  70).  I  write  to 
offer  a  mild  protest  against  this.  Pray  let  the  angling 
brotherhood  please  themselves  in  this  matter,  and  let 
those  laugh  who  win. 

It  is  now  over  fifty  years  since  the  writer  caught  his 
first  gudgeon  with  rod  and  line,  and  for  the  last 
thirty-seven  years  he  has  managed  to  kill  a  not  incon- 
siderable number  of  fish,  from  a  251b.  salmon  down- 
wards, without  any  alcoholic  stimulants. 

Of  course  it  is  true  that  a  pull  at  the  usual  pocket- 
flask  steadies  the  hand  in  casting  and  quickens  the 
eye  to  detect  a  rise  I  At  least  we  are  persistently  so 
informed  1  but  notwithstanding  I  crave  from  you  the 
privilege  of  advising — especially  my  younger  brethren 


of  the  craft— to  fortify  their  baskets  on  setting  out 
with  sandwiches  and  fruit. 

My  early  lessons  in  the  art  were  given  by  a  friend 
who  began  to  carry  a  flask,  as  he  informed  me,  by  a 
doctor's  order.  He  ended  his  life,  alas  1  in  delirium- 
tremens,  and  long  ago  filled  a  drunkard's  grave. 

The  indisputable  fact  is  that  between  twenty  and 
thirty  years  of  age  the  deaths  among  moderate  drinkers 
are  three  times  as  numerous  as  among  total  abstainers, 
and  between  thirty  and  forty  four  times. 

I  append  my  name  and  address  to  show  that  I  have 
the  courage  of  my  opinions. — Yours  faithfully, 

W.  Briggs. 

[The  paragraph  referred  to  by  Mr.  Briggs  was  a 
quotation  from  the  Daily  Qrnphic,  and  the  Fishing 
Oazette  is  not  responsible  for  it,  nor  must  it  be  held 
responsible  for  the  opinions  of  others.  We  respect  Mr. 
Briggs  for  sticking  to  his  views,  but  cannot  open  out 
columns  to  a  discussion  on  the  question.  Doubtless 
many  a  good  angler  has  died  through  drinking  more 
tea  than  was  good  for  hira  ;  nothing  shatters  the  nerves 
and  upsets  the  stomach  worse  than  tea— if  you  take 
too  much  of  it. — Ed.] 


TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  TONBRIDGE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  paper  of  August  2  "  Devon 
Minnow"  wants  to  know  of  a  place  for  trout  near 
Tonbridge.  Having  been  to  school  there  for  a  long 
time  I  am  pleased  to  say  I  can  tell  him.  Take  train 
from  Tonbridge  to  Goudhurst  (this  will  cost  about  la.), 
get  out  at  Goudhurst  and  follow  the  river  up  (it  runs 
by  the  station)  past  Hope  Mills ;  when  you  come  to 
the  main  stream,  fish.  There  are  trout  varying  from 
2oz.  to  IJlb.  A  friend  of  mine  had  some  fine  sport 
here,  getting  about  twelve  one  morning.  Good  roach 
and  pike  fishing  may  be  had  at  the  Furnace  Pond, 
near  Horsmonden  Station.  It  pays  best  to  use  the  fly 
here  for  trout. 

Can  you  tell  me  where  there  is  any  good  troat 
fishing  near  Leytonstonc,  also  pike  and  roach  fishing? 
I  do  not  want  to  go  as  far  as  the  Thames.  What  flies 
are  the  best  to  get,  and  how  much  line  shall  I  want  ? 
— Yours  truly.  Blue  Bottle. 

[I  fear  "  Blue  Bottle  "  will  have  to  fly  a  long  way 
before  he  finds  any  trout  fishing  near  Leytonstone.' 
Does  he  mean  that  the  fishing  near  Tonbridge  is  free, 
as  if  not  free  "  Devon  Minnow "  might  get  caught 
himself. — Ed.] 

IS  THERE  SUCH  A  PISH  AS|  A  SALMON- 
TROUT  ? 

Dear  Sib, — Is  there  such  a  fish  as  a  salmon-trout? 
What  is  a  sea-trout  ?  Does  a  mort  grow  into  a  salmon  ? 
My  fishmonger  was  quite  angry  with  me  when  I  told, 
him  there  was  no  such  fish  as  a  salmon-trout.  I  have 
always  thought  it  was  a  shop  name  given  to  either  a 
sei-trcut,  mort,  or  large  freshwater  trout. — Yours  truly,' 

Bolton.  CP. 

[Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  letter  partly  answers  our, 
correspondent.  Salmon-trout  is  another  name  for  the 
sea-trout  or  white  trout  {salmo  trutta).  "  Mort "  is  k 
local  name  for  yoimg  salmon,  sea-trout,  and  bull- 
trout.— Ed.]   

FRESH-WATER  FISHING  NEAR  THE 
SEASIDE  WANTED. 

Deab  Sir, — Could  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  of  a 
seaside  resort  on  the  south  coast  where,  by  going  a 
short  distance,  I  could  procure  some  river  fishing  from 
the  bank,  either  free  or  otherwise.— Yours  faithfully, 

C.  A.  Nicole. 


SOME  QUERIES. 

Dear  Sib, — Shall  be  glad  if  you  will  kindly  answer 
the  following  questions  in  the  next  issue  of  your  paper, 
and  much  oblige: — (1)  What  fishing  is  there  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Midhurst,  Sussex;  kinds  of  fish 
caught ;  and  best  baits  to  use.  (2)  Is  fishing  free,  dr 
can  permission  be  got  ?  (3)  What  is  about  the  price 
of  yearling  trout,  and  what  is  the  best  time  for  stock- 
ing water  ?  Wobcester  Fisherman. 

[I  believe  there  is  some  fishing  in  the  Medway, 
near  Midhurst,  but  advise  my  correspondent  to  write 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Tunbridge  Wells  Angling 
Association  for  particulars,  as  I  think  they  have 
some  water  in  the  neighbourhood.  Yearling  trout 
vary  in  price  a  good  deal ;  my  correspondent  should 
write  to  one  or  two  of  the  fish  breeding  establishments 
for  price  lists.  The  spring  is  the  best  time  to  stock 
with  yearlings,  as  natural  food  begins  to  get  more 
plentiful  in  the  rivers  then,  and  the  danger  from  floods 

is  less. — Ed.]   

LOO  POOL,  CORNWALL, 

Dear  Sie, — I  notice  your  correspondent,  Mr. 
Hearder,  of  Plymouth,  says  tickets  for  Loo  Pool, 
Helston,  may  be  obtained  on  the  spot.  This  is  so,  but 
it  is  very  misleading,  as  one  would  naturally  suppose 
he  could  get  a  ticket  any  time  as  at  a  club  or  public 
water.  This  magnificent  sheet  of  water  is  the  private 
property  of  Captain  Rogers,  of  Penrose,  Helston,  and 
though  he  very  kindly  gives  tickets  for  the  season,  1 
should  strongly  recommend  your  readers  to  apply  for  8: 
ticket  before  bringing  his  rod, — Yours  faithfully, 

"  Fly." 

{Several  letters  are  vmaooidably  held  over.) 
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NOTICES, 
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stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
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Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  tlie  paper 
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travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  King  Crowned  on  Walton's  Birthday. 

The  Daily  Express  reminds  us  that  anglers  ought 
to  feel  proud  at  the  Coronation  taking  place  on 
Aug.  9,  as  it  was  doubtless  because  it  was  Izaak 
Walton's  birthday  that  His  Majesty,  as  a  good 
angler,  selected  that  date.  There  is  confirmatory 
evidence  of  this  in  the  recent  royal  order  that 
Aug.  9  is  in  future  to  be  observed  as  a  "  Collar 
Day,"  for  was  not  Walton  instrumental  in  saving 
the  Collar  of  y  S  and  the  Lesser  George  belonging  to 
Charles  I.  after  the  ill-fated  battle  of  Worcester. 
By  the  way,  can  anyone  tell  me  what  S  S  means 
in  this  connection  ?  Such  an  authority  on  heraldi-y 
as  the  late  Sir  William  Eraser  told  me  he  neither 
knew  nor  could  find  out  what  it  meant. 


The  Golden  Earwig. 

A  friend  who  has  had  great  sport  with  the  Golden 
Earwig  sends  me  the  dressing  he  prefers  :  "  Hook, 
No.  2  or  3  ;  body,  peacock-herl ;  legs,  stained  furnace 
hackle,  ribbed  with  gold  wire.  To  stain  the 
hackle  first  boil  in  alum,  then  well  wash  in  clean, 
pure,  soft  water,  then  boil  in  Judson's  crimson  dye 
for  five  minutes,  afterwards  for  five  minutes  in 
.Tudson'a  orange  dye.  This  fly  is  good  all  the  year 
round.  I  have  found  it  an  excellent  dace  as  well 
as  trout  and  grayling  fly." 

Trout  Caught  Twenty  Miles  out  at  Sea. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Bum-Murdoch,  the  well-known  artist, 
sent  me  the  other  day  two  small  fish  about  ilb. 
each,  which  had  been  caught  out  at  sea,  in  nets  by 
the  fishermen,  twenty  miles  ofi'  the  Berwickshire 
coast.  I  told  Mr.  Murdoch  I  thought  they  were 
young  bull  trout,  but  advised  him  to  send  them  to 
the  British  Museum.  He  did  so,  and  sends  me 
this  note :  - 

"  Dkak  Sir, — You  will  possibly  like  to  sec  the 
British  Museum's  description  of  these  "high 
trout !  "  I  think  with  you  they  must  be  the  trout 
commonly  called  bull  trout. 

"  If  you  are  north  in  our  county  I  will  be  glad 


to  help  you  to  try  for  some  of  our  big  trout  in 
Coldingham  Loch,  that  is  near  St.  Abb's  Head, 
Berwickshire. 

"  By  the  way,  a  tenant  of  mine,  Mr.  Hugh  Rose, 
had  an  experience  a  few  days  ago  (July  29  ?),  He 
fished  my  old  loch  one  day  and  got  eleven  good 
rainbows,  but  never  a  sign  of  a  Lcvcncnsis.  Towards 
the  end  of  the  day  he  lifted  one  of  my  perch  traps. 
As  it  came  above  water  he  saw  a  good  big  trout 
lashing  in  it.  Just  then  the  cord  parted  and  the 
trap  sank,  but  they  got  it  up  and  foimd  a  beauti- 
fully conditioned  4|lb.  Loch  Leven.    It  is  the 
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folding  ivp  Icind 


second  trout  only  that  we  have  caught  in  perch 
traps,  and  I  have  had  them  set  for  three  seasons. 

"  I  got  2700  perch  in  one  haul  once,  all  small 
chaps  about  four  to  five  inches  long. 

"  I  think  the  traps,  as  used  to  keep  down  perch, 
are  our  own  invention. — Yours  truly, 

"  W.  E.  BURN-MuRDOCH." 

The  perch  traps  have  proved  very  useful.  The 
big  Loch  Leven  was  a  curious  catch.  Here  is  the 
letter  from  the  British  Museum.  It  was  interesting 
to  get  the  fish  out  so  far  from  land : — 

"  British  Museum  (Natural  History), 

"  Cromwell-road,  London,  S.W., 
"  Aug.  8,  1902. 
"  Dear  Sir, — I  have  looked  into  the  question  of 
the  trout  you  sent  me  this  morning,  and  have  not 
the  least  doubt  that  they  belong  to  Salmo  trutta, 
var.  albas,  which  is  given  as  a  distinct  species, 
Salmo  hracliyjjoma,  in  Giinther's  '  Catalogue  of 
Fishes  '  in  the  British  Museum.  It  is  a  migratory 
variety  common  on  the  east  coast  of  Scotland. 
It  is  distinguished  from  some  other  varieties  by 
the  rather  short  head,  the  short  lower  limb  of  the 
preopercle,  the  snout  blunt  in  young  specimens, 
and  the  vomerine  teeth  irregularly  disposed,  and 
deciduous  in  the  adult. 

"  There  is  nothing  remarkable  in  the  capture  of 
this  variety  in  this  locality,  whence  it  has  been 
recorded  before. — I  am,  yours  sincerely, 

"  C.  Pate  Regan." 


His  Honour  Judge  O'Coimor  Morris  sent  me  the 
other  day  a  fine  42lb.  tench,  caught  by  him  in 
Lough  Pallas,  Ireland.  I  sent  it  on  to  the  Curator 
of  the  Fisheries  Department,  the  British  Museum, 
South  Kensington,  who  is  glad  to  have  specimen 
fresh-water  fish.  R.  B.  Marston. 


OUR  POOR  SALMON  FISHERIES. 
REPORT  OF  THE  ROYAL  COMMISSION. 


The  inquiry  which  the  Commissioners*  were 
instructed  to  conduct  was  defined  for  them  as 
follows  : — • 

(1)  To  consider  the  causes  affecting  the  yield  of 
the  salmon  fisheries  in  England,  Wales,  and 
Scotland ; 

(2)  The  operation  and  influence  of  the  present 
method  of  fishing ; 

(.3)  The  extent  to  which  fish  have  access  to  the 
upper  waters ; 

(4)  The  protection  of  spawning  fish  and  fry,  and 
the  cultivation  and  protection  of  stock  ;  and 

(5)  To  report  whether  any  change  of  the  law  is 

desirable  in  the  several  intex-ests  concerned. 
Although  doubtless  the  Commissioners  them- 
selves would  be  the  first  to  admit  that  their  con- 


*  For  their  names,  see  end  of  our  extract. 


elusions  and  recommendations  are  not  likely  to 
meet  with  universal  approval,  we  think  that,  on 
the  whole,  they  have  done  their  very  difficult  work 
in  a  manner  which  deserves  the  thanks  of  all  who 
are  in  any  way  interested  in  the  improvement  of 
our  salmon  fisheries.  If,  as  a  result  of  their  recom- 
mendations, nothing  is  done  but  the  establishment 
of  a  really  strong  Central  Authority,  "  preferably 
for  Great  Britain  or  even  the  United  Kingdom," 
we  shall  be  perfectly  satisfied.  The  present  system, 
under  which  the  Fisheries  Department  is  merely 
one  of  the  least  important  members  of  that  unwieldy 
octopus  the  Board  of  Trade,  makes  progress  im- 
possible, and  year  after  year  we  get  nothing  but  a 
report — vox  et  praiterea  nihil.  As  an  officer  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  what  is  the  Chief  Inspector  of 
Fisheries  ?  Little  more  than  a  pelican  crying  in 
the  wilderness — and  our  fear  is  that  all  the  prac- 
tical good  that  will  come  of  this  Commission  will 
be  the  wail  of  the  pelican.  No  Government  of 
this  country  for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  has 
cared  the  proverbial  tinker's  objurgation  for  our 
fisheries — always  having  other  fish  to  fry  and  more 
important  votes  to  catch.  The  hope  then  that 
we  may  have  a  really  powerful  Central  Fishery 
Authority  established  is  a  forlorn  one  in  our 
opinion,  and  we  shall  be  very  lucky  if  we  get  even 
such  a  small  mercy  as  the  suggested  seven-inch 
limit  for  "  fish  of  the  salmon  kind,  including  brown 
trout." 

We  are  surprised  and  disappointed  to  find  that 
the  Commissioners  view  with  such  distrust  all  that 
has  been  done  in  Europe  and  America  in  the  way 
of  artificial  propagation  of  the  salmon  that  they 
cannot  recommend  "  any  expenditure  of  public 
money  upon  the  establishment  of  hatcheries  for 
supplying  ova  or  young  fish  to  the  rivers  of  Great 
Britain."  In  view  of  the  results  (as  compared 
with  the  efforts  made),  which  cannot  be  ques- 
tioned, we  admit  artificial  propagation  of  salmon 
is  not  distinctly  encouraging,  but  enough  has  been 
done  to  warrant  careful  expenditure  of  public 
money  in  this  direction — unless  the  results  claimed 
for  salmon  culture  in  Germany  and  America  are 
myths. 

But  after  all  this  is  a  small  matter  as  compared 
with  the  removal  of  all  those  natural  and  unnatural 
obstructions  to  the  increase  of  salmon  in  our  rivers 
which  the  Commissioners  recommend.  If  our 
legislators  can  be  persuaded  to  stop  river  pollution, 
unfair  and  excessive  netting,  and  give  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  fish  free  access  to  suitable  spawning 
beds  and  sufficient  water,  the  question  of  artificial 
breeding  need  not  trouble  us.  The  salmon  would 
be  as  extinct  as  the  dodo  for  all  that  artificial 
propagation  could  have  done,  but  that  is  very  far 
from  saying  that  it  may  not  do,  and  has  not  done, 
splendid  work  under  certain  special  conditions. 

It  is  a  curious  commentary  on  hundreds  of 
years  of  legislation  in  connection  with  our  salmon 
fisheries  to  find  this  latest  set  of  investigators 
telling  us  on  page  after  page  of  their  report  not 
what  we  know  about  the  fish  and  its  habits  but 
what  we  do  not  know,  and  advocating  "  experiment 
and  research."  It  is  somewhat  disheartening  to 
find  also  that  we  cannot  expect  much  good  will 
result  from  these  "  experiments  "  unless  the  country 
can  be  made  to  see  that  the  requirements  of  modern 
civilisation  in  a  country  like  England  are  incom- 
patible with  flourishing  salmon  fisheries.  You  may 
enact  laws  that  a  big  town  like  Manchester  shall 
send  artificial  freshets  down  from  Lake  Vyrnwy  for 
instance,  but  you  cannot  enact  laws  which  wUl 
make  the  salmon  take  advantage  of  them. 

We  give  here  a  copy  of  the  recommendations  of 
the  Commissioners  for  the  guidance  of  some  future 
generation  of  our  legislators  who  may  have  time 
and  inclination  to  do  more  than  appoint  Royal 
Commissions  and  print  Blue  Books. 


SUMMARY  OF  RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1.  We  recommend  that  the  administration  should 
be  reformed  and  should  consist  of — 

(a)  a  Central  AuTHOErry. 

Preferably  for  Great  Britain  or  even  the  United 
Kingdom  and  in  charge  of  all  fishery  matters  ;  but  if 
this  is  not  practicable,  such  a  rearrangement  and 
strengthening  of  the  existing  machinery  as  will  create 
in  each  Department  concerned  an  independent  and 
efficient  branch  charged  with  fishery  matters  only, 
including  the  collection  of  statistics  aud  the  carrying 
out  of  investigations  and  experiments,  and  capable  of 
exercising  the  increased  powers  of  control  which  we 
propose. 
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(b)  Local  Fisheey  Boards. 
In  England  and  Wales  we  should  prefer  to  see  the 
administration  in  the  hands  of  a  powerful  Watersheds 
Board  appointed  to  deal,  not  only  with  salmon  and 
freshwater  fisheries,  but  with  all  questions  of  pollution 
and  abstraction  of  water.  If  this  is  not  practicable, 
we  advise  the  appointment  of  Fishery  Boards  from  the 
same  constituent  elements  as  the  present  Board  of 
Conservators,  the  number  of  members  and  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  various  interests  being  determined 
under  an  Order  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  such  manner 
as  will  meet  the  circumstances  of  each  case,  and  secure 
efficiency.  In  Scotland  we  do  not  consider  it  necessary 
to  introduce  large  changes,  but  we  propose  to  modify 
and  simplify  the  election  of  the  Boards,  to  provide  for 
the  amalgamation  of  small  districts,  and  the  formation 
of  Boards  where  they  do  not  now  exist. 

(c)  Finance. 

In  England  and  Wales  we  are  of  opinion  that 
assistance  must  be  given  in  the  way  of  assessment  in 
some  form  or  other,  either  by  a  special  rate,  which 
would  be  no  doubt  preferable  in  the  event  of  the 
adoption  of  the  larger  authority  above  mentioned, 
or  by  contributions  from  the  various  County  Councils. 
In  Scotland  we  see  no  reason  to  alter  the  present 
system.  But  here,  and  in  England,  Boards  must  have 
increased  borrowing  powers,  subject  to  control  by  the 
Central  Authority,  in  order  that  they  may  be  able  to 
carry  out  certain  duties  imposed  upon  them  by  our 
proposals.  On  the  other  hand,  our  understanding  is 
that  in  both  countries  the  Watersheds  Board  proposed 
by  the  Sewage  Disposal  Commission  will  undertake  on 
behalf  of  the  Local  Fishery  Boards  all  questions 
arising  out  of  the  pollution,  and  we  hope  the  abstrac- 
tion, of  water. 

2,  Eegtoation  op  Fishings — (a)  Close  Times. 

Subject  to  certain  modifications  by  bye-law  to  meet 
special  cases,  we  recommend  uniform  close  times  for 
Great  Britain :  the  dates  suggested  for  general  applica- 
tion being  as  follows : — 

Annual  Close  Time— for  nets,  Aug.  27  to  Feb.  10 ; 
it  being  permissible  in  England  and  Wales  to  extend 
the  season  to  Sept.  1,  by  bye-law. 
Annual  Close  Time — for  rods,  Nov.  1  to  Feb.  1. 
Weekly  Close  Time — forty-eight  hours,  from  noon 
on  Saturday  to  noon  on  Monday. 
We  think  that  salmon  should  not  be  offered  for  sale 
after  the  netting  season  ends,  and  recommend  its 
prohibition  from  Sept.  3  to  Feb.  10  inclusive, 

(b)  Netting. 

We  are  strongly  in  favour  of  a  restriction  of  netting 
in  narrow  waters,  considering  it  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  the  fisheries.  We  recommend 
that  a  small  Executive  Commission  should  determine 
the  point  in  each  river  or  district  above  which  netting 
should  be  prohibited. 

(c)  Sea  Coast  Fishing. 
We  are  of  opinion  that  we  may  look  to  fishing  in 
the  sea  for  a  substantial  increase  to  the  supply  of  fish, 
and  that  for  the  development  of  commercial  fishing  in 
England  and  Wales  it  is  necessary  to  remove  the 
prohibition  of  fixed  engines  on  the  sea  coast  outside 
estuary  lines  fixed  for  that  purpose  and  to  give  Local 
Fishery  Boards  certain  powers  and  facilities  to  enable 
them  to  establish  these  fisheries. 

(d)  Peotection  op  Fisheries. 

In  addition  to  our  recommendations  for  increasing 
the  financial  resources  of  the  Local  Fishery  Boards, 
we  submit  for  consideration  their  claim  to  be  assisted 
by  forces,  under  the  control  of  Government  or  of  Local 
Authorities,  to  put  down  violent  or  organised  resistance 
to  the  law,  and  certain  suggestions  relating  to  the 
powers  of  bailifis  and  other  matters. 

We  recommend  the  empowering  of  Local  Fishery 
Boards  to  adopt  bye-laws  prohibiting  the  taking  of 
fish  of  the  salmon  kind,  including  brown  trout,  under 
seven  inches  in  length ;  prohibiting  or  restricting  the 
use  of  the  gaff,  and  regulating  the  use  of  lures  other 
than  the  artificial  fly. 

3.  Pollution. 
We  are  satisfied  that  much  injury  is  done  to  the 
fisheries  by  pollution  of  rivers,  which  might  be  pre- 
vented; and  although  some  amendments  of  the  law 
would  bo  advisable,  to  which  we  have  referred  in  our 
Eeport,  that  a  better  administration  of  the  law  is  all- 
important.  We  therefore  concur  in  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Commission  for  the 
creation  of  a  Watersheds  Board  under  a  Supreme 
Rivers  Authority  in  those  waters,  on  the  under- 
standing that  the  recommendations  of  the  Sewage 
CommiKsion  on  itho  methods  to  ho  adopted  for  the 
purification  of  rivers  and  estuaries  will  cover  the 
requirements  of  the  fisheries,  and  that  provision  will 
be  made  for  the  protection  of  fishery  interests  by  the 
Watersheds  Board. 

4.  Volume  ov  Watkr  in  Rivers. 
We  consider  it  of  primary  importance  to  maintain 
the  volume  of  water  in  rivers,  and  are  of  opinion  that, 


while  the  existing  law  may  suffice,  if  properly  enforced, 
to  prevent  encroachments  by  private  owners,  there 
ought  to  be  increased  powers  of  regulating  the  use  of 
sluices  and  of  preventing  the  depletion  of  a  stream. 
But  the  present  procedure  in  the  case  of  the  promotion 
of  Water  Bills  does  not  adequately  provide  oppor- 
tunities for  the  defence  of  fishery  interests.  We 
recommend  that  the  defence  of  these  interests  should 
be  entrusted  to  the  Watersheds  Board  described  in 
the  last  paragraph  ;  and  we  are  further  of  opinion  that 
a  survey  and  estimate  ought  to  be  made  by  Govern- 
ment of  the  water  supplies  available  throughout  the 
kingdom,  with  the  object  more  particularly  of  procuring 
impartially  and  exhaustively  the  data  on  which  a  right 
judgment  on  each  scheme  must  depend. 

5.  Obstructions. 

We  recommend  that  the  removal  of  obstructions 
should  be  facilitated :  in  the  first  place  by  improving 
the  financial  resources  of  Boards,  and  in  the  second 
place  by  so  amending  the  law  that  in  the  case  of  all 
artificial  obstructions  the  formation  of  an  approved 
fish-pass  should  be  compulsory,  and  that  in  the  case 
of  natural  obstructions  Local  Fishery  Boards  should 
have  power  to  take  action  if  the  owners  decline  to  do 
so.  In  Scotland,  where  this  lattes  question  would  be 
of  most  importance,  we  recommend  that  the  Com- 
missioners of  Woods  and  Forests  should  be  authorised 
to  dispose  of  the  unchartered  fishings  belonging  to  the 
Crown,  and  thus  opened  up,  to  the  owners  of  the 
streams  or  to  other  persons  on  reasonable  terms 
subject  to  the  reservation  that  a  Fishery  Board  carrying 
out  works  of  this  kind  should  be  entitled  to  a  prefer- 
ence, and  subject  also  to  some  right  of  pre-emption  to 
safeguard  the  residential  rights  of  proprietors  on  the 
banks  of  the  stream. 

We  also  recommend  that  no  fishing  should  be  allowed 
within  a  reasonable  distance  of  any  obstruction. 

6.  Artificial  Cultivation. 

After  a  careful  review  of  the  evidence,  we  recom- 
mend further  investigation  of  the  questions  bearing 
upon  the  natural  and  artificial  propagation  of  salmon 
before  there  is  any  expenditure  of  public  money  upon 
the  establishment  of  hatcheries  for  supplying  ova  or 
young  fish  to  the  rivers  of  Great  Britain. 

7.  Experiment  and  Research. 

We  are  strongly  of  opinion  that  on  the  above  and 
on  other  points  our  knowledge  is  very  defective,  and 
that  until  this  is  remedied  it  is  impossible  to  deter- 
mine with  any  certainty  the  best  solution  of  many  of 
the  difficulties  by  which  salmon  fisheries  are  sur- 
rounded. We  recommend,  therefore,  that  a  scheme 
of  experiment  and  research,  for  the  further  investiga- 
tion of  the  natural  history  of  the  salmon  and  the 
problems  connected  therewith,  be  instituted  and 
carried  on  under  the  guidance  and  control  of  the 
Central  Authority  for  Salmon  Fisheries  and  supported 
by  a  grant  of  public  money. 

8.  We  further  recommend  that  the  existing  Salmon 
Fishery  Acts  of  England  and  Scotland  should  be 
respectively  consolidated  and  amended, 

We  have  referred  in  the  body  of  our  Report  to 
suggestions  for  amendments  of  the  law  which  were 
made  by  various  witnesses  who  appeared  before  us. 
Many  of  these  were  incorporated  in  the  provisions  of 
the  Salmon  and  Fresh-water  Fisheries  Bill,  1898,  No. 
157,  and  the  Salmon  Fisheries  (Scotland)  Bill,  1888 
(H.L.),  No.  309,  and  we  do  not  think  it  desirable  or 
opportune  to  burden  our  Report  with  further  specific 
recommendations  on  points  of  detail. 

We  have  had  to  lament  the  death  of  our  colleague 
Colonel  Lyne,  the  sense  of  whose  loss  is  accentuated 
by  our  remembrance  of  the  ready  and  kindly  manner 
in  which  his  long  experience  of  salmon  fisheries  was 
brought  to  bear  upon  our  deliberations. 

We  desire  to  acknowledge  the  zeal  and  ability  dis- 
played by  Mr.  Alfred  H.  Higgins  in  discharging  the 
arduous  duties  of  Secretary  to  this  Commission. 
The  Report  is  signed  by 

The  Earl  op  Elgin. 
The  Duke  op  Bedford. 
The  Earl  op  Moray. 
Mr.  D.  Noel  Paton. 
John  Fell,  Esq.,  Chairman  of 
the  Kent,  etc.  (Westmorland), 
Board  of  Conservators. 
W.  E.  Archer,  Esq.,  Chief  In- 
spector of  Fisheries,  England 
and  Wales. 
C.  M.  Pelham  Burn,  Esq. 
J.  A.  Travers,  Esq. 

•July  10,  1902. 


I>YiiA  PISCATOIIIA  ;  Original  I^yvics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  anil 
Fishermen,  liy  CoTSWOLD  ISYS,  M.  A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Uuiilo 
to  Dry-b'ly  Fishin;?,"  etc.    The  says:  "Cotswold  Isys  has 

writtiin  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'Lyra  PiHcatoria '  is  a  deliglitfnl  volume."  Thu  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  arc  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  exami)le,  of  '  Dinner  .al  fresco  '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  rcnien)l)or."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King-street,  Oovent-garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  2s.  Cd. 


A  DAY  ON  THE  LEA. 

By  The  Amateoe  Anglee. 


And  only  a  day ;  my  first  acquaintance  with  that 
renowned  stream.  I  have  been  trying  to  trace  on 
an  ordnance  map  the  course  of  the  Lea  from  its 
mouth  at  Blackwall,  where  it  joins  the  Thames. 
From  this  point  to  its  source  I  can  claim  no 
personal  acquaintance  with  it  beyond  the  mile 
or  two  in  which  I  fished  on  Bank  Holiday.  Apart 
from  fishing  it  must  in  its  pellucid  days — say  in 
Izaak  Walton's  time — have  been  a  most  interesting 
river  to  explore.  Between  Barking  Creek  and  Lea 
Bridge,  following  it  upwards  or  backwards,  the  river 
seems  to  have  three  or  four  anns  or  branches ;  then 
becoming  one  stream  it  forms  the  boundary  line 
between  Middlesex  and  Essex  up  to  Waltham 
Abbey;  thence  past  Broxboume  to  Roydon, 
where  it  separates  Hertfordshire  and  Essex. 
From  Roydon  it  makes  a  plunge  into  the  very 
heart  of  Hertfordshire  (only  it  plunges  the  other 
way).  There  the  names  of  places  most  noted  on 
its  route  are  Ware  and  Hertford,  between  which 
towns  it  receives  the  waters  of  the  liib  and  the 
Beane,  and  a  little  westward  of  Hertford  the  river 
Mimram,  or  rather  the  little  that  is  left  of  it  by  the 
water  company,  flows  into  it.  From  Hatfield  we 
pursue  it  to  Hide  Mill  and  to  Luton  in  Bedford- 
shire, and  so  tracing  it  to  Houghton  Regis  I  lose 
sight  of  it  altogether.  I  presume  it  is  thereabouts 
that  it  takes  its  rise. 

Besides  its  beautiful  scenery,  and  its  many 
attractions  for  London  anglers  and  boating  men, 
the  river  Lea  has  (or  rather  had  in  the  days  of  its 
purity)  an  almost  unique  claim  on  the  affection  of 
millions  of  the  dwellers  in  the  great  city.  Early  in 
the  seventeenth  century  Sir  Hugh  Myddelton,  that 
worthy  benefactor,  expended  his  time,  his  money, 
and  his  indefatigable  energies  in  creating  the  New 
River,  and  so  drawing  water  by  an  artificial  canal 
of  about  thirty-eight  miles  from  the  Chadwell  and 
Amwell  springs,  near  Ware,  to  a  great  reservoir  at 
Clerkenwell.  King  .James  joined  him  in  the  enter- 
prise, on  the  condition  of  finding  halt  the  capital 
and  taking  half  the  profits.  Sir  Hugh  lived  to  see 
the  fruition  of  his  grand  scheme,  but  he  did  not 
live  long  enough  to  receive  anj^  dividends  from  his 
invested  capital.  He  died  in  embarrassed  circum- 
stances ;  those  unproductive  shares  are  now  worth 
many  millions.  In  after  times  the  channel  was 
widened  and  deepened,  the  distance  shortened,  and 
the  river  Lea  has  long  contributed  its  share  to  swell 
the  great  reservoirs  which  surround  the  north-east 
of  London.  As  a  grateful  consumer  of  its  water, 
when  analysed  and  filtered,  and  contributor  to 
water  rates  which  a  fabulously  wealthy  company 
demands,  I  was  delighted  with  the  opportunity  of 
testing  it  from  an  angler's  standpoint,  and,  if 
possible,  tasting  its  trout. 

It  was  at  a  point  somewhere  between  Houghton 
Regis  and  Barking  Creek  that  we — the  Major  and 
I — were  favoured  by  the  permission  to  fish  a  mile 
or  two  of  highly  preserved  and  most  charmingly 
situated  bit  of  the  Lea  river.  It  is  needless  to 
localise  it  more  precisely.  We  had  a  lovely  day— 
that  is,  for  our  purpose — heavy  black,  leaden  clouds 
lowered  above  our  heads  in  the  morning,  occasional 
bits  of  blue  sky  and  sunshine,  and  sometimes  a 
slight  shower  through  the  day  furnished  pleasant 
variety. 

I  may  say  that  here  the  river  is  narrow  and  runs 
rather  deep  in  places,  for  our  quarters  are  above 
and  beyond  the  points  where  the  Lea  receives  the 
important  tributaries  I  have  mentioned.  Here  it 
may  be  called  a  pretty  little  stream  meandering 
through  pleasant  meadows  quite  innocent  of  the 
smells  from  the  sewage  which,  according  to  the 
ghastly  report  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette,  is 
poured  into  it  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hertford 
and  Ware.  At  the  present  moment  the  water  is 
very  low,  and  perhaps  does  not  convey  to  one  the 
true  spirit  of  it,  when  a  few  days  of  up-hill  rain 
have  served  to  give  it  enlivenment.  It  has  been 
basking  in  the  sun  too  long,  and  even  the  fish 
are  beginning  to  sweat  and  to  cry  with  the  youthful 
poet, 

"  Hang  it,  how  hot  we  shall  be  I  " 

There  are  plenty  of  trout  here ;  the  water  is  on 
the  whole,  and  in  ordinary  times,  easily  approach- 
able, the  river  fishable,  and  the  trout  run  to 
big  weights.  But — there  is  always  a  but  when  I 
go  a-fishing — you  cannot  just  now  possibly  get  at 
them  1  The  banks  on  either  side  were  rife  with 
the  lusty  growth  of  tall  weeds  and  bushes,  through 
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which  one  could  not  penetrate  with  any  degree  of 
satisfaction.  Of  course  there  are  a  few  gaps  here 
and  there,  and  it  can  be  understood  that  to  cast 
over  a  hedge  of  weeds  above  your  head  into  a 
stream  only  five  or  six  yards  wide,  overhung  by  a 
like  hedge  opposite,  is  not  a  thing  to  be  easily 
accomplished  ;  but  these  long  grassy  hedges,  which 
are  mostly  but  temporary,  were  nothing  to  be 
objurgated  upon  compared  with  the  state  of  the 
water  itself. 

I  did  not  rain  down  blessings  on  the  head  of  that 
keeper  for  allowing  the  very  prolific  weeds  to  form 
a  solid  massive  covering  for  the  water,  doubtless  a 
pleasant  protection  for  the  trout  from  the  per- 
pendicular rays  of  the  sun ;  but  it  is  rather 
grievous  to  have  to  say  it  also  proved  to  be  a  very 
effective  protection  for  him  from  the  bifurcated 
prowlers  on  the  banks.  It  was  aggravating,  because 
the  trout  were  there,  the  "  A.  A."  was  there,  and 
the  Major  was  there ;  and  we  should  certainly 
have  become  acquainted  with  many  more  of  them 
than  we  did  but  for  these  various  hindrances. 

I  am  aware  that  I  am  scarcely  worthy  to  be 
called  an  angler,  for  I  confine  my  efforts  to  fly- 
fishing. This  river  is  in  a  good  state  for  bottom 
fishing.  If  I  knew  how  to  fish  with  a  worm  here 
I  may  do  much  execution,  but  I  am  wanting  in 
patience  and  experience,  and  a  worm  reminds  me 
of  Hamlet's  taunting  reply  to  the  King : — 

"  A  man  may  fish  with  the  worm  that  hath 
eat  of  a  king,  and  eat  of  the  fish  that  hath  fed  of 
that  worm." 

And  in  that  way  he  sardonically  adds : — 

"  A  King  may  go  a  progress  through  the  guts 
of  a  beggar." 

The  Major  soon  became  tired  of  "  this  sort  of 
thing  " — gave  it  up,  and  betook  himself  to  the 
solace  of  a  pipe  and  the  contemplation  of  the 
beauties  of  nature  under  a  spreading  willow — but 
I — the  "  A.  A." — having  a  character  to  maintain — 
or  I  ought  to  say  retrieve,  for  I  have  been 
monstrously  unlucky  lately — persevered.  I  walked, 
and  worked,  and  watched,  and  where  I  could  find 
a  few  yards  of  open  space,  and  could  see  even  the 
scintillation  of  the  movement  of  a  trout's  fin,  or 
the  wagging  of  his  tail,  down  I  came  upon  him  in 
my  usual  pretty  style,  and  oftentimes  I  attracted 
his  attention.  Indeed,  of  tail  wagging  I  saw  a 
great  deal  too  much.  It  is  useless  to  cast  your  fly 
over  a  trout  when  his  tail  is  above  water  and  his 
head  down  in  the  mud;  he  cannot  see  with  his 
tail.  Yet  this  was  the  way  those  big  trout  were 
amusing  themselves  all  that  blessed  afternoon. 

Kow  I  come  to  think  of  it,  I  am  afraid  what  I 
have  just  been  writing  savours  very  much  of  a  con- 
tinuous growl  or  grumble,  but  I  mean  nothing  of 
the  kind.  I  beg  to  assure  the  good  provider  of  this 
pleasant  feast  that  I  enjoyed  it  most  thoroughly, 
and  really  I  did  not  fare  so  badly  after  all.  I  had 
some  luck,  and  I  know  that  I  deserved  better.  I 
had  some  psychological  moments  of  supreme  satis- 
faction, for  I  had  hold  of  several  fine  trout,  and  of 
one  monster.  I  placed  my  fly  very  daintily  just 
above  him  in  a  most  difficult  place.  He  came  at 
me  with  a  dash,  and  was  off  like  a  young  motor- 
car. We  hugged  each  other  for  a  long  time, 
and  there  were  moments  when  I  made  sure 
of  him,  and  in  those  few  moments  there  passed 
through  my  excited  brain  the  whole  process  of 
hooking  him,  landing  him,  cooking  him,  or  showing 
him  triumphantly  to  my  friends.  I  had  not  quite 
decided  in  my  own  mind  whether  we  should  cook 
and  eat  him  or  send  him  to  be  set  up,  and  then 
present  him  to  the  Fly  Fishers'  Clab  as  a  sample 
of  the  A.  A.'s  prowess.  He  was  all  but  in  my  net, 
when  it  occurred  to  him  how  foolish  it  would  look 
to  be  stuck  up  in  that  fashion.  He  made  another 
dash  for  life  and  liberty,  and  my  hook  came  away 
from  his  lips.  He  was  not  far  short  of  31b.  Sorry 
for  the  F.F.  Club ! 

He  was  not  the  only  trout  that  day  that  raised 
my  hopes  to  the  skies  and  then  dashed  them  down 
to  the  depths ;  but  do  not  suppose  my  "  attach- 
ments "  were  all  failures.  By  no  means.  I  consider 
that  I  succeeded  fairly  well — bearing  in  mind  the 
obstacles  in  the  way;  but  for  these  I  modestly 
estimate  that  I  should  have  carried  away  at  least 
six  brace  of  pounders  in  my  own  creel,  whereas — 
Bpeaking  the  truth  as  I  always  do— we  had  to 
content  ourselves  with  five  brace  of  nice  trout 
between  us,  say,  from  half-a-pound  to  a  pound 
each. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  there  were  no  such 
things  as  weeds  in  rivers  in  the  days  of  Izaak 


Walton.  I  wonder  how  far  it  may  be  from  the 
foot  of  Chancery-lane  to  Hoddesdon  or  Ware,  and 
I  wonder  who  amongst  us  in  these  degenerate  days 
would,  like  Walton,  think  nothing  of  starting  afoot 
"  on  a  fine  fresh  May  day  [in  the  morning "  on 
that  long  journey,  carrying  a  load  of  the  needful 
fishing  implements,  and  breakfast  off  a  Lea  trout 
and  a  cup  of  ale  at  "  the  thacht  house,"  Hoddesdon, 
by  nine  o'clock.  Surely  there  were  no  weeds  to 
trouble  him  then.  I  do  not  remember  that  his 
admirable  patience  was  ever  put  to  the  test  of  a 
river  fall  up  with  weeds.  I  fancy  they  are  a  later 
invention  of  the  enemy. 

By  the  way,  I  wonder  if  Izaak  Walton  and 
Samuel  Pepys  ever  foregathered.  Can  any  reader 
tell  me  ?  I  was  by  chance  reading  Pepys  the  other 
day  when  I  came  upon  this  passage : — ■ 

"  Swallows  are  often  brought  in  these  nets  out 
of  the  mudd,  from  under  water,  hanging  together 
or  others  dead  in  ropes,  and  brought  to  the  fire 
will  come  to  life." — "Pepys'  Diary,"  Dec.  11, 
1663. 

Izaak  Walton  says  : — 

"  It  is  well  known  that  swallowes,  which  are 
not  seen  to  flye  in  England  for  six  months  in  the 
year,  but  about  Michaelmas  leave  us  for  a  hotter 
climate  ;  yet  some  of  them  that  have  been  left 
behind  their  fellows  have  been  found  (many 
thousand  at  a  time)  in  hollow  trees,  where  they 
have  been  observed  to  live  and  sleep  out  the 
whole  winter  without  meat." 

One  might  easily  fancy  they  had  talked  it  over. 
Gilbert  White,  a  hundred  years  later,  does  not 

contradict  this  theory  of    the    hibernation  of 

swallows.'* 

It  struck  me  as  at  least  curious  that  these  three 
very  remarkable  men  should  roundly  assert  as  facts, 
more  or  less  within  their  own  knowledge,  and  cer- 
tainly within  their  belief,  what  are  now,  by  the 
light  of  modem  investigations,  regarded  as  purely 
mythical  and  incredible. 

Whilst  the  Major  and  I  devoted  ourselves  to  the 
trout  in  the  river — I  with  my  usual  enthusiasm 
which  towards  evening- resulted  in  rather  shaky 
knees  and  very  sore  feet,  and  he  with  that 
philosophic  calm  which  soon  led  him  to  the  shady 
willow  afore  mentioned — the  young  ones  fished  an 
adjoining  lake  with  perfect  satisfaction  to  them- 
selves. Master  Bob  made  friends  with  the  keeper, 
and  was  initiated  in  the  art  of  catching  crayfish 
with  a  bit  of  bloater,  and  so  we  passed  a  very 
pleasant  day,  one  which  the  youngsters  will 
remember  for  years  to  come,  and  the  older  ones  not 
readily  forget. 

It  is  not  often  that  father,  son,  and  grandson  all 
fish  together  for  trout  with  the  fly,  and  all  catch 
some. 


WHAT  OF  THE  WEATHER. 


The  winds  have  not  only  been  gusty  and  cutting, 
but  on  one  or  two  occasions  they  have  torn  the 
flowers  from  their  stems,  leaves  from  the  trees,  as 
though  winter  were  nigh,  and  the  fruit  from  the 
trees.  And  then  the  clouds !  We  have  had  fleecy 
clouds,  clouds  like  mountains  of  snow,  slaty  clouds, 
and  clouds  the  colour  of  ink.  We  have  had  Scotch 
mists  in  all  their  glory,  gentle  showers  and  torrents 
of  rain  that  have  washed  the  sand  and  gravel  from 
the  carriage  drives  into  the  road  like  little  rivers. 
In  the  west  the  sun  has  set  in  a  sea  of  glory  whilst 
the  east  has  been  like  a  lowering,  heavy  November 
day,  and  in  less  time  than  it  has  taken  to  pen  these 
lines  the  pale  moon  has  risen  in  a  cloudless  sky. 

It  has  been  dull,  hot,  cold  to  freezing  point,  and 
rime  shaken  off  cabbages  Yarmouth  way.  One 
day  bitterly  cold,  the  next  warm  as  a  bakehouse. 
Flies,  thank  goodness,  are  as  scarce  as  gold,  and 
wasps  conspicuous  by  their  absence.  On  Aug.  13 
the  Victoria  plums  on  two  of  my  trees  were 
as  green  as  grass,  only  one  plum  in  the  whole 
lot  being  slightly  coloured,  as  though  it  were  in  a 
rapid  decline.  The  prophets  are  all  wrong,  and 
the  old  saying  about  a  glorious  sunset  portending 
a  fine  day  has  repeatedly  turned  out  a  perfect  fraud, 
horrible  dark,  dank,  dull,  lowering  skies  following 
the  most  splendid  sunsets  I  ever  saw.  I  am  sick 
of  weather  prophets,  and  I  fancy  I  hear  the  clerk 
of  the  weather  chuckling  to  himself  at  their  down- 

*  Mr.  Grant  Allen,  in  hia  edition  of  White's 
Selborne,  says  that  "  White  could  never  quite  get  over 
the  belief  in  hibernation,  a  point  to  which  he  recurs 
again  and  again  throughout  these  letters." 


fall.  I  often  think  there  is  no  disadvantage  with- 
out a  corresponding  advantage.  I  met  a  friend  of 
mine  walking  about  in  the  streets  of  the  town 
where  I  reside  the  other  day  dressed  in  pure  white, 
crowned  with  a  Panama  that  cost  I  do  not  know 
how  much.  Said  he  to  me,  "  Why  do  you  not  go 
about  in  suitable  iclothes,  land  not  in  that,  thick, 
heavy,  dark  winter  clothing — most  absurd  ?  "  In  less 
than  a  week  I  met  this  particularly  Icnowing  gentle- 
man minus  his  white  suit,  etc.,  exchanged  for  a 
suit  of  clothes  similar  to  mine,  and  a  light  over- 
coat thrown  over  his  arm.  I  could  see  by  the 
peculiar  way  he  approached  that  he  was  fairly 
cornered,  and  knowing  how  sarcastic  I  could  be  at 
a  push  he  blurted  out : 

"  What  a  beastly  day !    Is  it  not  ?  " 

"  I  see  you  have  altered  your  opinion,  and 
changed  your  apparel  to  suit  the  climate." 

"  Turn  it  up,  old  man,  I  beg.  I  confess  you  were 
right  after  all.    Come  and  have  a  diink." 

"  If  you  will  take  my  advice,"  I  said,  looking  at 
him  very  seriously,  "  I  shoidd  get  rid  of  that  suit 
of  white." 

"  What  for,  and  in  what  way,  pray  ?  " 

"What  for?  Simply  because  you  will  never 
want  it  again,  and  I  should  send  it  " 

"  Where,  where  ?  " 

"  To  be  put  up  to  auction  as  something  unique." 

A. 


THE  AUTUMN  PEOSPECTS. 


"  The  Twelfth  "  has  come  and  gone,  and  after 
the  first  flush  of  the  shooting  season  is  over  the  all- 
absorbing  gun  will  give  place  to  the  enchanting 
rod  at  times,  and  the  back-end  season  be  spent 
alternating  between  the  two.  There  have  been 
better  grouse  seasons  and  there  have  been  worse, 
but  from  the  thinness  of  the  broods  and  lateness 
of  the  season  in  general  sportsmen  will  not  be 
tempted  to  the  moors  as  often  as  they  were  during 
the  two  preceding  years,  and  more  especially  if 
they  have  a  salmon  pool  or  a  stretch  of  other  back- 
end  angling  at  their  command,  and  this  all  the 
more  so  as  this  autumn  the  prospects  are  much 
brighter  than  they  have  been  any  time  dvuring  the 
past  six  years. 

It  is  very  easy  to  gauge  the  probable  bags  that 
may  be  made  on  a  particiilar  moor  compared  with 
judging  the  head  of  fish  which  may  be  got  from 
even  the  best  preserved  fishery.  Ninety  per  cent, 
of  the  coveys  may  be,  and  are,  correctly  coimted  to 
a  bird  after  the  first  go  over,  and  the  local  keeper 
may  be  relied  on  to  a  nicety  (if  he  be  an  honest 
man)  to  give  the  same  estimate  as  to  the  head  of 
grouse  on  his  moor  long  before  the  season  opens, 
but  the  salmon  pool  is  a  mystery  that  can  only  be 
solved,  as  to  the  worth  of  the  angling  season  or 
otherwise,  as  the  operations  proceed  from  day  to 
day.  Given  a  fair  head  of  fish,  the  weather  condi- 
tions determine  to  a  certain  extent  what  the  sport 
may  be  or  otherwise. 

Till  the  nets  come  off  on  August  26,  which  is  the 
universal  closing  date  with  a  few  exceptions  north 
of  the  Border,  autumn  angling  for  salmon  will  not 
be  prosecuted  with  much  vigour,  but  that  is  now 
near  at  hand.  Another  week  or  two  will  see  the 
legal  closure  put  on  the  netter,  and  the  death-traps 
silenced  for  another  year,  while  for  the  next  two 
months  the  back-end  angler  will  have  the  whole  to 
himself  till  the  darkening  days  of  "  chill  November" 
looms  in  the  distance,  and  the  close  of  October 
silences  the  "  song  of  the  reel "  for  him  too. 

Meantime,  everything  is  before  him,  and  the 
question  now  is — what  are  the  chances  of  good 
sport  ?  Are  the  conditions  favourable  or  otherwise 
to  an  early  autumn  run  ?  is  another  way  of  putting 
it,  and  on  these  mainly  depend  the  back-end 
angler's  luck  or  otherwise. 

The  failure  of  the  past  six  seasons  in  succession 
has  been  mainly,  if  not  entirely,  due  to  excessive 
summer  droughts.  The  floods  came,  but  they 
came  all  too  late  to  be  of  any  value  to  the  autumn 
angler.  The  streams  in  general  were  so  low  that 
anglers  were  actually  wading  in  the  salmon  and 
grilse  "lies."  Fish  were  also  scarce,  for  when 
there  is  a  want  of  timely  floods  they  cannot  and  do 
not  run  up  in  the  same  numbers,  and  what  sport 
was  got  was  by  adopting  the  summer  angler's 
tactics,  fishing  far  and  fine,  and  with  the  smallest 
of  summer  lures  or  other  spinning  baits.  In  a  fine 
round  water  the  heavier  salmon  tackle  of  the  early 
spring  is  more  en  ividence,  and  although  the  flies 
and  lures  otherwise  may  not  be  then  so  large,  yet 
they  are  more  of  the  spring  order  than  what  they 
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can  be  when  the  rivers  are  at  their  lowest  July 
ebb,  the  fish  are  forward  in  strength  and  moving 
upwards  with  every  rise  in  the  river,  while  the 
angling  is  as  it  should  be  almost  from  the  bank  or 
bed  of  shingle,  and  the  fly  or  bait  comes  over  the 
looked-for  quarry  in  its  natural  lair.  There  are  not 
a  few  anglers  who  put  the  failure  of  the  past 
autumns  down  to  the  lack  of  fish,  forgetting,  or 
having  little  or  no  knowledge  of,  the  adverse 
weather  and  water  conditions  of  these  past  seasons. 
True,  there  may  be  over-netting,  and  too  much  of 
it  all  roimd  to  our  taste,  but  under  good  average 
weather  and  water  conditions  there  has  never  been 
a  lack  of  good  average  sport  during  the  back-end 
wholly  and  solely  from  the  lack  of  fish. 

When  the  autumn  floods  happen  about  the 
middle  of  August,  say  the  20fch,  the  chances  of 
good  autunm  sport  are  then  of  the  best  on  all  east 
coast  rivers.  The  nets  are  then  on  the  eve  of  being 
lifted,  the  temperature  of  the  water  is  falling  from 
the  extreme  summer  readings,  and  the  fish  run 
inland  freely,  and  get  well  up  into  the  main  streams 
within  the  next  few  weeks.  All  the  way  up  anglers 
pick  one  out  here  and  there,  and  when  once  they 
settle  in  the  pools  sport  comes  often  "  fast  and 
furious." 

These  autumn  pioneers  are  bright  and  silvery, 
and,  unlike  their  later  and  heavier  prototypes,  are 
more  like  spring  fish  than  the  gravid  kippers  got 
on  the  lower  reaches  of  all  our  salmon  rivers  at  the 
close  of  the  season,  and  are  more  fit  for  the  kennel 
trough  than  the  pot,  or,  better  still,  should  be 
returned  to  the  river  under  the  same  compulsion  as 
are  kelts  in  the  spring. 

There  are  autumn  fish  and  autumn  fish,  and  the 
true  sportsman  will  always  distinguish  between  the 
one  and  the  other,  and  while  retaining  for  himself 
or  friends  a  well-shaped,  well-coloured  salmon, 
grilse,  or  sea-trout,  will  see  that  all  others  of 
inferior  shape  and  quality  are  promptly  and  care- 
fully returned,  and  not  thrown  to  the  dogs. 

Most  northern  rivers  have  been  more  or  less  in 
flood  during  the  past  three  or  four  weeks,  and 
especially  so  during  the  Coronation  week,  but,  if 
anything,  these  spates  are  too  early  to  be  of  much 
good,  as  the  bulk  of  the  fish  have  fallen  to  the 
netter,  and,  unless  on  certain  rivers  which  are  not 
netted  on  their  lower  reaches,  the  same  head  of  fish 
cannot  have  escaped  as  if  the  nets  had  been  off. 
Of  course  during  the  Sunday's  slap,  and  at  all 
times  during  a  spate,  not  a  few  fish  escape,  and 
these  are  now  well  distributed  in  the  mid-reaches, 
and  afibrding  fairly  good  sport  to  those  caring  to  try. 

There  is  a  good  run  of  grilse  into  the  Tay  and 
Earn,  and  good  back-end  sport  on  these  waters  and 
the  numerous  other  tributaries  is  a  dead  certainty, 
while  after  the  nets  are  off  altogether  it  will  be  all 
the  brighter  still.  On  the  Dee  the  prospects  are 
very  cheering,  and  especially  so  on  the  upper 
waters,  with  late  spring  and  summer  fish  which 
have  run  up  in  force,  and  H.E.H.  the  Duchess  of 
Fife,  on  her  Mar  Lodge  pools,  should  make  a 
record  this  season  if  ever  she  does  so.  The  fish 
may  not  be  of  the  first  quality,  but  the  sport  is, 
and  as  the  Duchess  distributes  all  her  baskets 
among  the  poor  on  her  estates  (and  they  know  how 
to  appreciate  kipper,  and  eat  them  as  few  others 
do),  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  her  former  good 
records  may  be  put  in  the  shade.  Her  pools  are 
teeming  with  grilse  and  salmon,  and  if  she  does 
not  have  sport  it  will  not  be  for  the  want  of  trying. 
She  will  be  at  it  on  Aug.  18,  as  she  goes  from  Duff 
House  to-day  (Aug.  16). 

The  Spey  is  also  afibrding  good  sport,  which  will 
be  greatly  enhanced  later  on.  The  timely  floods 
have  been  very  useful.  So  have  they  been  on  the 
Deveron,  Don,  Findhorn,  Beauly,  Ness,  etc.,  but 
these  rivers  depend  more  on  the  later  floods 
towards  the  close  of  the  back  -  end,  when  the 
heavier  fish  make  their  appearance  in  force.  It  is 
unofficial,  but  nevertheless  reliable,  that  H.E.H. 
the  Prince  of  "Wales  is  to  visit  the  Duke  of  Eich- 
mond  and  Gordon  for  the  last  fortnight  of  the 
season  on  the  Spey  (Oct.  1  to  15),  but  before  then 
he  will  have  had  plenty  of  scope  on  the  Dee,  for  in 
such  another  season  of  moisture  as  the  present  it 
is  more  than  likely  that  if  not  the  Balmoral  at 
least  the  Birkhall  pools  may  yield  him  more  than 
one  beauty  of  the  true  autumn  type.  All  round  the 
autumn  prospects  have  not  been  so  promising  at  this 
early  period  for  the  past  ten  years.  G.  M. 
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By  the  Ebv.  Gregoky  G.  Batbman,  A.K.C. 

{Continued  from  page  86.) 

CHAPTEE  ■continued. 

Fresh-water  Tortoises  are  carnivorous ;  the 
smaller  ones  will  feed  upon  little  worms,  bluebottle 
flies,  small  pieces  of  meat,  and  the  fry  of  fish  ; 


Fig.  77.  Mud  Tortoise  (Emys  lutaria) 


while  the  larger  ones,  in  addition  to  these  things, 
will  devour  birds,  frogs,  and  mice.    They  should  be 
fed  regularly  and  sparingly,  in  order  that  they  will 
not  be  so  satiated  with  one  day's  food  as  to  refuse 
that  of  the  next.    This  regularity  of  feeding  will 
tend  to  prevent  neglect,  for  when  anything  has  to 
be  attended  to  every  second  or  third  day,  it  runs  a 
very  great  risk  of  being  forgotten.    The  Tortoises 
will  not  eat  much  during  the  winter,  nor  will  they 
often  enter  the  water.    Besides  the  Emys  lutaria 
(Fig.  77)  there  are  other  fresh-water 
Tortoises  which  will  live  well  in  the  ^| 
t&nk,  such  as  the  Emys  reticulata  a.nd      ^  ) 
the  Chelodina  longicollis ;  indeed,  I    ^:^'w  v<>    ;  ,  A 
believe  any  small  fresh-water  Tortoises  y  t  ':!/ '  , 

will  thrive  in  an  aquarium.    As  all 
the  Terrapins  are  pretty  good  climbers,  r 
their  tanks  should  be  covered.  '  ' 

The  metamorphoses  of  the   Frog  \ 
(Fig.  78)  and  toad  are  most  interesting,  y  ) 
and  can  easily  be  observed  by  the  help  j; 
of  the  aquarium.    The  spawn  of  either   I ' 
the  Frog  or  the  toad  may  be  obtained 
during  the  early  part  of  the  year  from 
almost  every  ditch  and  pond.    In  the  ,,y 
South  of  England  it  is  sometimes  found 
in  January,  and  frequently  in  February.        ^  :  , 
The  speed  of  the  development  of  the  * 
tadpole  from  the  egg  depends  greatly 
upon  light  and  heat.    The  spawn  of 
Frogs  may  be  readily  distinguished 
from  that  of  toads,  for  the  former  is 
found  in  shapeless  masses,  while  the 
latter  is  deposited  in  strings  of  two 
rows   each,   placed    alternately   and  regularly. 
These  strings  vary  greatly  in  length.     Eggs  of 
toads  are  also  smaller  and  rather  darker  than  those 
of  frogs.    The  spawn  of  either,  when  first  laid, 
consists  of  small  globular  bodies  surrounded  by  a 
glutinous  envelope  (Fig.  78,  a),  into  which  a  large 
quantity  of  water  is  quickly  absorbed  (6).  The  whole 


can  be  easily  seen  through  its  almost  transparent 
covering,  and  the  following  stages  may  be  observed : 
(1)  the  round  egg  becomes  elongated  ;  (2)  furrows 
appear ;  (3)  head,  tail,  and  dingers  or  claspers 
partly  distinguishable  ;  (4)  branchiic  may  be  seen 
on  each  side  of  head ;  (5)  a  little  movement  observ- 
able ;  (6)  the  nostrils  can  be  detected ;  (7)  branchiaj 
more  distinct  and  lobed,  and  in  which  the  circula- 
tion of  the  blood  may  be  watched  under  the  micro- 
scope (c) ;  (8)  jerkings  from  a  curved  into  an  almost 
straight  position  {d)  until  the 
envelope  is  broken  and  the  tad- 
pole is  free  (e  and  /).  The 
branchitE  {g)  now  grow  until 
they  arrive  at  their  full  size  (A), 
and  then  they  begin  to  decrease, 
soon  becoming  altogether  hid- 
den by  the  operculum,  and  after 
being  absorbed  are  replaced  by 
lungs.  The  little  animal  begins 
to  take  the  true  tadpole  shape 
{i)  ;  the  eyes  are  more  distinct, 
and  the  mouth  appears  at  the 
extremity  of  the  head.  After  a 
time,  short  or  long  according 
to  circumstances,  the  hind  legs 
bud  and  grow  (A),  and  these  are 
followed  by  the  forelegs  {I).  When  all  the  legs 
have  appeared,  the  tail,  beginning  at  the  tip, 
becomes  gradually  absorbed.  It  used  to  be  gravely 
asserted  that  the  tails  fell  off'.  The  creature  is 
now  able  and  willing  to  leave  the  water  and  live 
almost  entirely  upon  land.  Young  tadpoles  at 
first  feed  upon  vegetable  matter,  and  afterwards 
upon  animal.  They  are  capital  scavengers  in  the 
aquarium,  living  there  for  many  months  in  the 
tadpole   state.     I  had   one  in  the  middle  of 


Fig.  79.  Common  Frog  (Rana  temporaria). 


Fig.  78.  Metamorphoses  of  the  Frog. 
(Showing  the  growth  of  the  Embryo,  from  the  Egg  to  the  Four-legged  Tadjiole.) 

then  has  somewhat  the  appearance  of  small  shot 
embedded  in  jelly.    The  development  of  the  embryo 


*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
FisUrig  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upoott  Gill. 


September  which,  I  think,  was  hatched  early  in 
March,  and  it  had  not  then  obtained  its  forelegs. 
In  October  I  have  caught  tadpoles  with  no  legs 
developed,  and  sometimes  they  will  live  for  a  whole 
year  in  a  tadpole  condition.  This  tardy  develop- 
ment into  the  Frog  or  toad  is  due,  I  suppose,  to  an 
insufficiency  of  animal  food. 

The  spawn  when  first  obtained  should 
be  placed  in  some  shallow  vessel,  the 
bottom  of  which  is  covered  with  well- 
washed  river  sand.    If  a  rapid  develop- 
ment of  the  embryo  is  required,  the 
eggs  must  have  both  light  and  heat. 
As  soon  as  the  tadpoles,  after  becoming 
free,  have  consumed  that  portion  of 
the  spawn  which  they  will  eat,  they 
should  be  removed  to  a  larger  vessel, 
especially  if  their  number  is  at  all 
great ;  and  when  moved  they  should 
be  provided,  in  small  quantities,  with 
two  or  three  different  kinds  of  water- 
weeds.    They  are  very  fond  of  con-  . 
fervae.    As  they  grow  they  will  begin 
to  prefer  animal  food  to  vegetable,  and 
small  pieces  of  meat  may  be  given 
sparingly,  as  a  very  little  will  satisfy 
a  great  many  tadpoles.    All  that  is 
not  eaten  must  be  removed,  or  it  will 
corrupt  the  water.    I  find  that  tadpoles,  if  not 
kept  in  too  large  a  number,  are  very  hardy  little 
creatures.    They  will  not  die  should  they  be  given 
no  animal  food,  but  they  will  remain  for  a  very 
long  time  in  the  tadpole  state. 
When  the  tadpoles  have  absorbed  their  tails 
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and  have  become  young  Frogs,  thej'  should  be 
allowed  their  liberty  in  the  garden,  where  they  will 
be  very  useful ;  for  at  that  time  of  their  life  it 
is  a  difficult  matter  to  provide  them  with  the 
necessary  food,  consisting  as  it  does  of  minute 
insects.  They  will  not  be  worth  the  trouble,  as 
Frogs  of  a  size  suited  to  the  aquarium  can  readily 
be  obtained. 

The  Edible  Frog  (Eana  esculenta)  is  larger  than 
the  Common  Frog  {Rana  teinj)oraria),  and  more 
likely  to  adapt  itself  to  a  life  in  the  tank.  It  is  a 
great  lover  of  water,  and  rarely  comes  to  land.  It 
may  easily  be  distinguished  from  the  Common 
Frog  (Fig.  79)  by  the  absence  of  a  black  band 
which  runs  from  behind  the  eye  of  the  latter  to  the 
shoulder.  Though  the  Edible  Frog  is  not  indigenous 
to  this  country,  it  can  be  found  in  Cambridgeshire 
and  in  some  other  parts  of  England.  As  it  is  a 
very  handsome  animal,  it  is  well  worth  the  extra 
trouble  of  procuring  instead  of  the  common  kind. 

{To  be  continued.) 


THE  "FESH." 


Toward  evening  we  strolled  up  the  big  river  in 
the  direction  of  the  bungalow  and  dinner,  Gordon 
in  front  with  the  bait  rod,  myself  twenty  yards 
behind  with  the  fly  rod,  chatting  with  Johnny,  our 
"  boy."  Johnny  was  "  a  fine  boy  of  his  years,  God 
bless  him,"  which  numbered  about  fifty ;  but  though 
blessed  in  various  ways — as,  for  instance,  that  of 
being  bom  and  bred  on  the  river,  and  spending 
most  of  his  life  on  it — he  had  not,  in  matters  of 
detail,  been  blessed  with  memory,  which,  they  say, 
is  one  of  the  Muses.  So  Johnny  had  the  trout  rod, 
the  collapsing  trout  net,  and  the  salmon  gafi'.  No 
fish  had  come  to  the  gaff  during  the  whole  day,  and 
doubtless  that  accovmted  for  everything.  A  gaff  is 
a  tiresome  iron  to  carry  and  no  fish  coming  to  it. 
So  Johnny  had  the  gaff. 

At  the  Twig  Yard — the  great  salmon  "  stand  " — 
Gordon  halted  and  surveyed  the  water.  A  gleam 
broke  from  the  setting  sun,  standing  tip-toe  on  the 
mountain  opposite,  looking  through  a  rain  cloud 
and  along  the  grouse  moor  stretching  away  for  miles. 
The  air  was  warm  and  still.  A  gentle  rain  had  just 
ceased  falling.  The  starlings  in  the  elms  higher 
up  on  the  far  bank  swirled  their  roosting  song  to  the 
gently  flowing  river. 

'•  Give  it  up,  sur,  give  it  up ! "  volunteered  Johnny. 
It  seemed  hopeless  enough ;  but  Gordon  is  not  a 
man  to  give  up  anything  like  the  chance  of  a  fish, 
however  slight.  AVe  stood  back  while  he  stepped 
into  the  water,  after  examining  and  straightening 
out  his  bait,  to  avoid  the  swing  of  the  long  rod. 
Out  went  the  bait,  and  the  reel  began  its  provoking, 
,  monotonous  "click  -  click  -  click  "  for  the  one- 
himdredth  time  that  day.  You  know  the  way  a 
dead  bait  is  fished  in  low  water.  Johnny  and:  I 
"  gave  it  up,"  and  swapped  yarns  and  matches. 

Gordon  had  fished  twenty  yards  down  when  we 
turned  to  look.  The  big  pool  was  as  placid  as  a  mill- 
.  pond.  As  I  threw  ray  eyes  over  it,  I  thought  it  no 
wonder  that  it  should  be  called  the  finest  "  stand  " 
in  the  south.  It  would  hold  a  few  hundred  salmon 
comfortably,  and  Johnny  had  seen  it  "  stiff  with 
'em  in  the  days  before  the  duke  let  the  hatches 
and  allowed  the  Queen's  Gap  to  silt  up."  There 
mightn't  be  a  fish  in  it  now  as  far  as  appearances 
went,  but  then  we  hadn't  had  a  good  wash  down 
for  a  month,  and  fish  were  not  rimning.  They 
certainly  were  not  showing.  A  cormorant  passed 
overhead,  and  the  starling's  song  instantly  ceased. 
A  dab-chick  sailed  in  and  out  among  the  weeds  of 
the  Twig  Yard  opposite.  A  water-hen,  scenting 
battle,  skittered  across  to  her  from  this  side.  There 
was  no  sound  but  the  monotonous  clicking  of  the 
reel,  the  "  swoo-oop  "  of  the  rod  in  the  air,  and  the 
"  plop  "  of  the  bait.  Gordon  had  got  about  as  far 
as  he  could  go — up  to  his  middle.  It  was  the  last 
few  throws.  "Bottom,  sur,"  says  Johnny;  "there's 
stones  there,"  as  the  bait  paused.  I  watched  the 
line.  It  moved.  An  Irish  yell  rent  the  stillness, 
and  the  echo  came  back  from  the  grouse  mountain. 
"  A  fesh,  sur !  "  Up  went  the  rod  tight,  Gordon 
felt  his  way  back  to  the  bank,  and  the  fun  began. 
You  never  know  your  luck. 

First  there  was  a  bit  of  a  tear — twenty  yards  or 
so— at  the  reel,  ending  in  a  few  vicious  hucks,  and 
then  he  pitched  Ijimself  out  and  showed  himself  to 
be  a  fairly  fresh  cock  fish  of  about  101b. — a  little 
chap.  It's  easy  to  kill  a  "  little  chap  "  in  "  the 
Yard,"   The  water  is  clear  of  all  hindrances  and 


deep.  When  low  it  shoals  a  bit  towards  the  neck 
where  the  "  stream  "  is,  and  the  bank  shelves  down 
to  it  in  yellow  sand.  Here  Gordon  stood  with  his 
sixteen-foot  "  Hardy,"  added  to  his  own  six  feet, 
doing  what  he  liked  with  "  the  little  chap,"  in 
spite  of  Johnny's  intermittent  warning,  "  Easy, 
sur,  now.  Mister  Gordon ;  easy  a  bit  with  him." 
The  rod  began  to  straighten,  and  the  fish  to  "  come 
home  "  tamely.  I  stepped  down  the  bank  to  see 
him  as  he  came  in.  We  were  both  watching  him 
intently.  There  was  a  groan  behind  us,  and  then 
Johnny  was  heard  saying  in  what  was  intended  to 
be  a  stage  whisper,  "  O  murtherin'  'ounds  I  where's 
the  gaff?  " 

Now  a  ten  pound  fish,  even  at  the  tail  of  a  blank 
day,  is  no  great  prize ;  but  what  we  said  to  Johnny 
when  we  discovered  that  he  had  lost  the  gaff  had 
better  not  be  recorded.  He  fended  it  off  as  long  as 
he  could,  and  then  an  inspiration  took  him.  "  Wan 
minit,  sm.  Hould  on  to  him  wan  minit,"  and 
Johnny  made  off  down  the  river  in  search  of  the 
missing  iron. 

Let  no  one  tell  me  that  fish  cannot  hear.  Johnny 
had  no  sooner  started  running — and  his  tread  is  no 
light  one — when  the  rod  point  went  down  and  dipped 
in  the  water,  and  the  reel  sang  its  best  falsetto  and 
yielded  about  fifty  yards  of  line  before  that  "  fesh  " 
stopped  going  down  stream  after  Johnny  —  to 
intercept  him,  it  looked  like.  "  Thou  art  so  near 
and  yet  so  far  "  was  the  thought  that  occurred  to 
me  as  Gordon  got  back  up  the  bank,  holding  the 
rod  high,  but  revealing  a  terrible  belly  on  the  line 
between  the  "  point "  and  where  it  cut  the  water 
twenty  yards  out.  We  were  thunderstruck. 
"  Hould  on  to  him  wan  minit,  sur."  I  offered 
the  advice  in  a  humble  spirit  for  what  it  was  worth, 
but  Gordon  took  it  for  levity,  and  looked  stern.  I 
turned  away  to  hide  my  merriment,  and  gazed  at 
our  now  distant  "  boy"  going  down  stream  helter- 
skelter,  splashing  through  slushy  creeks,  leaping 
rocks  and  boundaries,  and  finally  disappearing 
under  the  high  bank  at  the  bend.  When  I  turned 
round  again  Gordon  was  still  holding  on  to  some- 
thing that  wouldn't  budge  from  the  middle  of  the 
pool.  He  was  angry,  and  tapping  the  rod  butt 
with  his  knife  handle.  "  For  heaven's  sake,"  said 
I,  repenting  of  my  levity,  "  don't  hurry  him  "  ; 
but  this,  too,  was  taken  by  Gordon  in  bad  part. 
He  bent  the  heavy  rod  double,  and  then — amazing 
foolishness — chucked  smartly  with  a  "  Come  out 
of  it  I  "  The  fish  moved,  up  stream  again,  and  as 
he  went  up  stream  he  came  also  to  the  surface,  and 
paddled  shorewards  with  his  tail,  obeying  the  heavy 
hand  on  him.  Gordon  walked  him  to  the  shelving 
strand  again,  and  said — 

"  I'll  beach  him.  Be  ready  to  fall  on  him  when 
I  pull  him  up," 

"  You'll  break  him." 

"Nonsense;  the  hold  will  stand  anything.  Be 
ready." 

"  But  I  never  fell  on  a  fish  in  my  life." 
"  Oh,  confound  it,  you've  only  to  fall  on  him  and 
hug  him  tight.    He  won't  bite  you." 
"  But,  I  tell  you  !  " 

The  "  fesh  "  was  up  the  strand  in  a  moment, 
doing  a  fandango  on  his  tail.  I  fell  on  him,  or 
rather  over  him.  Have  you  ever  tried  to  hold  a 
211b.  unwUlLng  short-haired  terrier  ?  I  don't  know 
what  happened  to  the  "fesh."  He  disappeared. 
I  seemed  to  feel  him  for  a  moment,  and  then  the 
line  twanged  in  my  ear.  I  rose  up  with  my  mouth 
and  eyes  full  of  sand,  and  more  of  it  in  my  hands 
and  waders.  When  I  looked  round  Gordon  was 
playing  the  "  fesh  "  twenty  yards  away  lower  down, 
in  the  last  place.  Silence  seemed  best.  My  cap 
was  out  in  the  middle  of  the  Twig  Yard  going 
round  and  round  in  the  eddies,  gradually  depressing 
to  the  water  line.  There  was  no  sign  of  Johnny 
yet.  There  seemed  nothing  to  be  done.  I  walked 
up  the  bank  where  lay  the  big  collapsing  trout 
net.  An  idea — a  futile  and  abominable  idea — took 
possession  of  me.    I  uttered  it. 

"  If  you'll  allow  me — to  —to  land  him  in  my  own 
way  ?  "  I  said. 
"  How?  " 

"  Get  the  trout  net  under  him." 
"  He'll  break  it :  it's  not  built  for  anything  over 
— steady,  woah  !  " — (this  as  the  "  fesh  "  seemed  to 
take  the  whole  triangle  in  his  mouth  and  shake  it 
as  a  dog  does  a  rat ;  he  was  on  the  surface  now) 
— "  not  built  for  anything  over  three  pounds." 

"  But,  good  heavens,  I  won't  use  the  handle — I 
won't  attempt  to  lift  him.  See,  like  this  ;  I'll  hold 
it  by  the  jaws  (it  was  a  Hardy  net)  and  ladle  him 
out.   Just  you  try  it." 


Gordon  was  getting  tired.  He  said,  not  dis- 
couragingly  : 

"  You'll  never  do  it." 

I  was  in  the  water  in  an  instant,  with  the  bag 
of  the  net  in  my  hands  like  a  poacher  in  a  ditch 
after  spawning  trout. 

"  Come  up  to  the  shoal,  man :  you  can't  do  it 
there." 

"  I  can't  do  it  in  the  shoal ;  I  must  get  it  well 
under  him  in  deep  water — unless  I  am  to  repeat 
the  last  performance." 

The  "  fesh  "  was  dragged  towards  me,  played 
dead.  The  bank  shelved  rapidly  from  about  two 
feet  to  ten  feet  of  water.  I  stepped  further  in  and 
sank  the  net  as  the  fish  came  alongside.  It  was 
under  him.  He  bored  downwards  against  the  line 
the  moment  he  saw  me,  lashed  his  tail,  and  dis- 
appeared in  a  boil  of  foam.  Surely  in  vain  is 
the  net  spread  in  sight  of  the  fish  !  No,  I  felt  him ; 
I  had  him — he  had  gone  in,  head  on.  I  lifted, 
with  all  my  strength,  closing  the  jaws  of  the  net 
as  I  did  so.  A  flash  of  silver  in  the  air ;  a  blow 
across  the  face ;  a  sense  of  blindly  grabbing  at 
something ;  and  then  a  stagger  for  foothold — and 
I  was  swimming  in  deep  water. 

When  I  became  decently  conscious  again,  I  was 
sitting  on  the  bank  gasping  for  breath.  Water 
gurgled  and  wallowed  in  my  waders  and  my 
pockets.  Gordon  was  reeling  up  slowly.  Then  he 
spoke : 

"  The  hooks,  you  know ;  they  caught  the  net  and 
hung  him  up,  gave  him  the  purchase  he  wanted  ; 
you  would  have  done  it  but  for  that ;  we  never 
thought  of  that.    Never  mind,  old  chap." 

Charles  Weekes. 


"THE  VANISHING  GIFT." 


"  ril  fit  you  with  a  tale 
Whereto  is  tied  a  moral." — Thomas  Hood. 
To  anyone  who  loves  his  brother  angler — and 
who  does  not  is  no  brother  angler — what  an 
opi^ortunity  exists  for  the  exhibition  of  charity  in 
dealing  with  the  peculiarities  of  others.  Marie 
Corelli,  in  the  very  clever  and  amusing  lecture — 
which  that  pretty  and  talented  lady  delivered  in 
the  Music  Hall,  Edinburgh,  before  the  members  of 
the  Philosophical  Institution — yclept  "  The  Van- 
ishing Gift,"  deplored  the  fact  that  Imagination 
was  forsaking  us  as  a  nation.  Now,  this  gift  is  an 
important  part  of  the  equipment  of  a  poet  or 
novelist.  It  is  also  popularly  supposed  to  be  a 
portion  of  the  necessary  equipment  of  the  angler. 

I  write  as  "  one  of  ourselves."  Pecksniff-like 
I  stand  before  my  brethren,  striking  an  attitude, 
hand  in  waistcoat,  and  face  wearing  a  smQe — like 
that  of  Bret  Harte's  heathen  Chinee,  "  both  child- 
like and ,  bland."  I  begin  to  pose  as  the  angler 
who  "  never  did  1  "  "  What  ?  "  says  conscience, 
"Never?"  and  I  stammer  out,  "Well,  hardly 
ever  1  "  "  That  is  better,"  says  my  conscience ; 
"  but,  tell  me,  were  you  never  youngi?  "  To  which 
I  can,  only  cry,  "  Peccavi!  ye  hae  mejnoo,  Sandy  1 " 
— for  "  Sandy  "  is  the  name  of  my  conscience. 
He  has  an  ugly:  way — "  a  dry  kin'  o'  w'y  " — of 
coughing  when  he  catches  me  posing  as  "  the  man 
who  never  did."  He  kens,  and  he  adds,  "  Come, 
now  !  in  the  far-away  past  when  you  were  young 
did  you  never  indulge  in  the  '  Vanishing  Gift '  your- 
self, never  add  to  the  size  of  the  trout  you  lost, 
never  weigh  your  largest  trout  by  your  eye, 
calling  a  half-pound  trout  '  quite  a  pound,'  or  fill 
up  your  basket  with  smolts,  parr,  and  immature 
troutlets?  Out  with  it."  And  I  can  only  find 
strength  to  mutter,  "  Never !  that  is,  hardly 
ever  1 "  But,  oh  my  conscience,  let  me  alone 
whilst  I  deal  with  my  brother  angler  as  thou 
dealest  with  me,  Sandy,  and  I  will  do  my  best  to 
put  my  knife  into  him  lovingly — for  was  it  not  our 
old  past-master  (Izaak  Walton)  who  advised  that 
we  should  impale  a  wriggling  worm  on  a  hook  as  if 
we  loved  the  worm  ?    And  now  to  business. 

Had  Marie  Corelli  but  known  it,  she  would  have 
held  a  kind  of  "  Anxious  Enquirer  After-Meeting  " 
(tor  anglers  only)  after  her  lecture,  and  had  she 
done  so,  I'll  undertake  to  say  she  would  not  have 
left  the  Music  Hall  hugging  the  foolish  notion  to 
her  "  buzzom  "  that  the  Gift  of  Imagination  had 
deserted  our  noble  fraternity.  In  fact  she  would 
have  done  a  roaring  trade  in  her  confessional  boxes, 
and  would — and  this  is  of  real  importance — have 
returned  home  with  such  a  wealth  of  new  facts — or 
rather  fictions — as  would  have  filled  her  verj'  soul 
with  joy.   Indeed,  I  think  I  can  hear  her  say  then, 


118 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


August  16,  1902 


"  Talk  of  Shakespeare,  Milton,  Burns,  Scott,  Hogg, 
and  even  of  myself — yes,  even  of  myself  ! — give  me 
the  mind — which  is  a  mine  as  well  as  a  mind — the 
mind  of  the  imaginative  angler,  and  I  will  show 
you  the  inexhaustible  and  real  stock  in  trade  of 
what  I  vainly  thought  was  a  Vanishing  Gift.  Oh, 
these  dear  anglers  1  How  shall  I  ever  repay  them  ? 
Can  I  ever  ?  "  To  which  I  can  only  echo,  "  Never  ! 
Hardly  ever  1 " — (as  she  bows  herself  out). 

I  have  often  wondered  what  on  earth  it  is  that 
makes  us — (no,  that  was  a  slip) — I  meant  makes 
you,  my  angling  brother,  such  an  anomaly.  Listen 
to  me,  and  I  will  explain  what  I  am  driving  at. 

At  this  moment  our  troops  (brave  fellows)  are 
resting  after  the  hardships  of  a  campaign  which 
has  had  almost  no  equal.  They  have  literally 
looked  into  the  face  of  Death,  many  of  them  for 
years.  Do  they  return  mere  bragging  windbags, 
blowing  their  own  trumpets  ?  I  trow  not.  Men 
daily  are  excelling  their  fellows  in  sports  or  in 
studies — literary,  scientific,  or  practical.  Who  ever 
hears  them  blowing  their  own  trumpets  ?  Yet  (and 
here  is  my  point),  make  them  but  keen  salmon 
and  trout  fishermen,  and  the  chances  are  that 
many  of  these  heroes  will  become  "  boys  again," 
and  will  emulate  each  other  talking  about  the 
trout  or  the  salmon  they  have  captured  in  a  manner 
that  would  delight  even  Marie  Corelli,  who,  by  the 
way,  ought  to  be  made  our  Patron  Saint  right  away. 

I  would  not  trust  even  that  hard-headed,  practical 
Lord  Kitchener  himself,  nor  the  well-beloved  and 
venerable  Lord  "Bobs,"  if  they  only  took  to  fishing 
enthusiastically.  Nay,  I'm  quite  sure  our  popular 
Prime  Minister  is  as  a  golfer  a  reliable  man,  but 
if  he  was  as  great  an  enthusiast  as  an  angler  how 
long  would  even  his  character  remain  free  from  the 
suspicion  of  drawing  "  the  long  bow  "  ? 

This  is  getting  really  a  very  interesting  study. 
A  statesman  may  use  his  "  cleek "  to  "  a  ba," 
Imagination  may  continue  to  be  dormant,  and 
Truth  may  rule  his  pastime,  yet  let  him  take 
a  "cleek"  (gaff)  to hisain"fush" — "cleek"  his  line, 
and  lose  his  "  fush  " — and  how  the  whole  man  is 
transformed  1  Does  Imagination  lie  any  longer 
dormant,  or  his  tongue  remain  silent  ?  St.  Stephen 
and  St.  Vitus  forbid  I  He  tells  story  after  story, 
and  his  Imagination  on  each  occasion  adds  to  the 
weight  of  that  lost  fish.  Is  it  that  we  are  all  boys 
once  more  when  we  take  to  fishing  ?  And  surely 
an  imaginative  boy-angler  leaves  little  to  desire  in 
the  imaginary  line.  I  speak  from  a  large  experi- 
ence. Some  one  remarks,  "  All  of  fishing  is  not 
fish  "  (I  forget  the  exact  words),  doubtless  meaning 
that  the  delights  of  a  day's  fishing  are  not  circum- 
scribed by  the  mere  numbers  of  the  slain,  and  to 
this  I  entirely  agree. 

But  there  is  another  way  of  reading  these  words, 
which  hath  its  humorous  side  in  this  "  humorous  " 
paper.  In  a  recent  article  in  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
a  fisherman  who  had  arrived  at  my  old  haunt — 
Altnacealgach — jocosely  remarked  that  he  fomid 
some  of  the  sporting  (?)  anglers  weighed  their 
creels,  waterproofs,  reels,  fly-books,  and  perhaps 
whisky  flasks,  and  all  were  gravely  registered  and 
entered  as  trout !  Can  the  power  of  the  Imagina- 
tion go  fvu:ther,  think  you,  Marie  ? 

I  have  myself  been  witness  to  the  same  sort  of 
thing.  The  very  commonest  form  of  this  peculiar 
illusion  (or  delusion)  consists  of  including  the  mere 
weight  of  "  the  creel  "  in  each  day's  take.  But  to 
add  to  this  waterproof  coats,  and  perhaps  waders — 
where  is  it  to  end  ?  Why  not  your  portmanteaux 
as  well  ?  My  own  creel  is  a  very  large  one,  and 
has  a  waterproof  lining,  and,  with  the  strap,  it 
weighs  at  least  31b. 

Fancy  the  "  humour  "  which  saves  the  fisher- 
man from  captxuring  with  wet  or  dry  fly  three  trout 
of  lib.  each  or  nine  trout  of  three  to  the  pound 
each  day  he  goes  forth  to  fish  1  Why,  the  wonder 
is  he  does  not  worship,  as  well  as  weigh,  his 
creel.    Vanishing  Gift,  indeed  ! 

Writing  as  I  do  from  the  capital  of  Scotland— 
the  centre  of  intellectual  activity — and  being  (no 
less)  "  a  man  and  a  brudder,"  who  dares  to  deny  to 
such  as  me  the  right  to  know  my  countrymen '? 
and,  knowing  them  as  I  have  done  "  a'  ma  days," 
at  home,  at  school,  college,  etc.,  I  aver  that  there 
does  not  exist  on  the  earth's  wide  surface  a  man 
less  understood  than  our  "  sober  Scot."  It  is  as  a 
"  brither-fisher  "  I  know  hhn  and  love  him  best ; 
and  when  he  takes  to  telling  fishing  yarns,  you 
forget  the  sober  Scot  as  you  listen  (enchanted 
doubtless)  to  his  eloquence,  which  is  only  faintly 
described  thus  in  Latin,  "  Perfervidum  ingcwum 
Hcotorum  I  " 


Why,  only  to-day,  as  I  picked  up  that  excellent 
paper  the  Daily  Scotsman  (and  I  know  no  paper 
whose  angling  columns  exhibit  better  the  imagina- 
tive angling  faculty  than  it),  I  came  across  this 
short  paragraph : — 

Loch  Dochart. — Out  from  Crianlarich  Hotel  on 

August  2nd,  Mr.    (names  are  better  left  out) 

caught  nine  trout,  weighing  71b. 

Now  it  is  many  years  since  I  fished  this  loch,  but 
I  fished  it  for  two  seasons,  and  from  Luib  Hotel, 
and  the  old  innkeeper  in  those  days  (nearly  forty 
years  ago  now)  said  that,  "  I  was  waur  nor  a  net, 
and  wadna  leave  a  troot  in  the  lach."  So  I  suppose 
I  had  sampled  that  small  and  weedy  loch  fairly 
well,  getting  one  day  171b.  in  a  boat,  with  a  friend 
who  kept  his  own  trout  separate,  and  next  day 
(still  from  a  boat),  beginning  at  2  p.m.  and  ending 
at  7,  taking  241b.  of  trout  (my  two  best  days),  and 
I  can  say  that  no  such  average  was  even  possible, 
and  that  I  never  remember  a  loch  where  trout 
were  more  numerous,  or  where  my  average  was  so 
small. 

It  may  be  that  these  nine  trout  weighing  71b. 
were  taken  in  the  river  flowing  out  of  the  loch, 
bearing  the  same  name,  for  here  such  an  average 
is  quite  possible.  In  that  case  the  "  Eiver 
Dochart "  should  be  mentioned.  In  the  same  way 
not  long  ago  a  reporter  made  a  slight  mistake, 
which  I  eventually  challenged,  "  lib.  each  "  becom- 
ing "  three  to  the  pound  "  under  the  searchlight. 
Well,  well,  a  reporter  must  make  a  name  as  well 
as  his  bread.  Naturally  he  butters  his  bread  now 
and  again,  since  dry  bread  and  dry  reports  become 
stale  in  tune.  But  for  the  imaginative  faculty, 
would  angling  possess  its  ancient  charm  ?  Who 
could  analyse  the  yarns  told  round  the  Australian 
camp  fire '?  and  of  which  I  have  heard  many. 

What  is  true  of  the  sober  Scot  ("  oorsels  "  in 
fact)  is  surely  true  of  the  inhabitant  of  Erin's  Green 
Isle  I  But  then  he  holds  a  charter  divine  for  the 
use  of  the  Imaginative  faculty.  And  what,  may  I 
ask,  is  an  Irish  gillie  worth  as  a  comrade  if  he 
cannot,  and  does  not,  gild  and  embroider  the  most 
ordinary  events  ?  Touched  by  his  magic  wand, 
behold 

The  rainbow  mid  the  rain  shines  forth, 
Or  Borealis  in  the  North  ; 
And  the  dull  clouds  that  fill  the  sky 
Seem  glowing  with  his  Imag'ry. 
.         t         ■         •  I 

Truth  1    Truth  is  Insipidity 
Confronted  with  "  a  gorgeous  lie  "  ! 

"  Parrtridges  is  it,  yer  honour  ?  Why,  you  can't 
see  the  turrnips  for  them  1 " 

There's  the  makings  of  any  amount  of  good 
fishing  yarns  in  a  people  thus  gifted.  As  for  our 
English  brother-angler,  when  he  goeth  forth  with 
his  dry  fly  he  records  dry  facts  with  mathematical 
accuracy,  and  weighs  his  trout  by  ounces  and 
pennyweights.  He  has,  verily,  got  scruples  lest  he 
be  inaccurate  even  then  I  and  yet,  send  him  to 
Bonnie  Scotland  to  fish  with  the  wet  fly,  and  who 
will  venture  to  say  that  he  is  not  a  changed  man  ? 
i'  Animam  non  caelum  mutant,"  indeed  I  Enquire 
of  his  doings  at  the  Highland  hotel  he  frequents. 

Dear  old  angling  1  the  humorous  stories  it  has 
supplied  to  us  all,  must  surely  tend  to  sweeten  life  ? 
Yes,  and  perhaps  to  lengthen  our  days. 

Sometimes  "  stories "  are  told  which  have  no 
such  delightful  application  whatever,  such  as  those 
which  are  invented  by  the  canny  inn-keeper  or 
knowing  lessee  of  a  fishery  "  who  knows  his  way 
about,"  but  with  these  we  have  nothing  to  do, 
save  to  pass  them  away  as  being  wholly  devoid  of 
humour  and  not  within  the  scope  of  my  paper. 
For  myself  I  own  to  having  a  sneaking  liking  for 
the  man  who  "  lies  like  life  "  in  telling  a  good  fish 
story,  yet  who  is  in  all  other  matters  a  pattern  of 
truth. 

He  is  generally  a  genial  soul,  wearing  a  smile, 
and  the  more  he  smiles  the  more,  you  may  be  sure, 
is  he  trying  his  best  to  lay  hold  of  (lest  it  depart 
and  he  be  left  empty  and  forlorn)  "  The  Vanishing 
Gift  "—the  robe  of  Imagination!     E.  M.  Ton. 


THE  MUEEAY  FISHEEIES. 


EECOMMENDATIONS  OF  THE 
CONFERENCE. 

[A  subscriber  in  Sydney  kindly  sends  me  a  copy 
of  Tlte  Ago  for  June  17,  giving  particulars  of  the 
action  to  be  taken  to  protect  the  Murray  River 
Fisheries.    It  is  a  good  thing  to  see  the  colonies 


combining  in  this  way  in  the  interests  of  the 
Fisheries.— Ed.  F.G.] 

The  resolutions  passed  at  the  conference  on  the 
Murray  River  Fisheries,  recently  held  in  Melbourne, 
have  been  made  available  to  the  Press.  The- 
resolutions  were  : —  1 

1.  That  the  waters  of  the  Murray,  its  lakes  and' 
back  waters,  to  a  point  twenty-five  miles  east  of 
Albury,  in  a  direct  line,  not  including  tributaries, 
may  be  closed  in  specified  portions  for  stated 
periods  against  the  taking  by  any  means  whatever 
of  fish  and  Crustacea.  2.  That  the  close  season 
for  Murray  fish  and  Crustacea  commence  Sept.  1 
and  end  Dec.  20  each  year,  both  days  inclusive, 
3.  That  special  investigations  be  made  by  the  offi- 
cers at  the  Melbourne  and  Adelaide  markets,  and 
by  officers  on  the  Murray  River,  to  examine 
specimens  of  Murray  codfish,  perch,  and  lobsters, 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  lowest  weights  at  which 
these  fish  are  in  full  roe.  4.  That  a  licence  fee  of 
20s.  annually  be  charged  for  the  use  of  every  boat 
used  for  fishing  for  sale,  and  a  licence  fee  of  lOs.  per 
annum  for  every  man  engaged  in  fishing,  half 
rates  to  be  charged  for  licences  issued  after 
June  30,  and  each  licence  to  expire  on  Dec.  31  of 
each  year.  5.  That  action  be  taken  by  each  of 
the  States  with  a  view  to  the  destruction  of  shags, 
pelicans,  and  turtles  in  the  inland  waters,  and 
that  each  State  contribute  equally  to  the  fund  for 
for  this  purpose,  at  the  rate  of  4d.  per  head  for 
pelicans  and  shags,  and  2d.  per  ihead  for  turtles. 
6.  That  steps  be  taken  to  establish  a  hatchery  for 
the  propagation  of  fresh -water  fish  indigenous  to 
the  Murray  River,  and  that  the  expense  of  such 
hatchery  be  borne  equally  by  the  States  of  New 
South  Wales,  Victoria,  and  South  Australia,  the 
selection  of  site  to  be  determined  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  each  State  concerned.  The  fish  pro- 
pagated at  such  hatchery  to  be  at  the  disposal  of 
each  State  in  equal  numbers  for  release  in  any 
waters  they  may  consider  desirable.  7.  That,  i 
the  opinion  of  this  conference,  no  pike  or  other 
known  indigenous  fish  should  be  introduced  into 
the  inland  waters  of  New  South  Wales,  Victoria, 
and  South  Australia  without  the  permission  of  the 
State  authorities.  8.  That  the  Crown  law  officers 
be  asked  to  advise  as  to  suitable  provision  being 
made  in  the  respective  State  laws,  or  Federal 
laws,  to  proceed  against  residents  of  other  States 
for  breaches  of  the  Fisheries  Act  in  any  other 
State,  and  as  to  the  best  means  for  proceeding 
against  residents  of  other  States  for  breaches  of 
the  Fisheries  Act.  9.  That  it  is  desirable  to  ap- 
point residents  of  other  States  assistant  inspectors 
of  fisheries  for  waters  within  the  boundaries  of 
adjoining  States.  10.  It  was  resolved  to  recom- 
mend the  advisableness  of  each  State  gathering 
evidence  with  the  object  of  ascertaining  the  mini- 
mum weight  at  which  our  particular  food  fishes 
arrive  when  they  reproduce  their  species,  so  that 
a  uniform  schedule  may  be  arrived  at.  The  reso- 
lutions will  be  placed  before  the  respective  State 
Governments. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCBS,  k 


Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Qenbbad  Bemabkb. — The  river  is  now 
in  excellent  condition,  and  good  sport  would  be  had 
if  the  temperature  was  more  settled.  Roach  are  now 
feeding  well,  especially  in  the  evening,  but  these  fish 
still  appear  to  be  out  of  condition,  as  they  are  mostly 
covered  with  slime.  Barbel  fishing  has  been  poor  in 
the  lower  reaches.  The  111b.  barbel  caught  at  Marlow 
was,  I  understand,  caught  in  the  private  water  at  the 
mill  below  the  lock.  At  Henley  good  chub  have  been 
caught,  and  at  Oxford  several  of  these  fish  up  to  21b. 
have  been  taken  on  the  fly.  A  bream  of  over  71b.  has 
been  caught  in  the  locality  of  Penton  Hook,  the  exact 
spot  not  being  indicated,  that  is  to  say  whether  it  was 
caught  round  the  hook  or  in  the  main  stream  above  or 
below  the  hook.  At  Kingston,  Mr.  W.  Newman,  whilst 
out  bream  fishing  with  Johnson,  hooked  a  pike, 
estimated  to  weigh  141b.,  in  the  tail,  but  after  playing 
the  fish  some  time  it  was  lost  just  as  the  landing-net 
was  being  placed  under  it.  Sport  at  Teddington  Weir 
has  been  poor. — P.  H.  Amphlett. 

Aucholme  District. — Bream  are  now  getting  on 
the  feed.  Mr.  II.  Wild,  of  Shellleld,  had  271b.  one  day, 
and  Mr.  W.  Boldock  211b.  at  the  same  time  and  place, 
near  Castlethorpo  Bridge.  Roach  are  not  taking 
quite  so  well,  but  tench  are  in  evidence,  several  up  to 
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Silb.  having  been  got  about  Brigg.  My  sons  from 
London  have  got  a  few  trout.  All  were  nice  fish, 
running  well  up  to  lib.  We  went  to  Harlem  Hill 
Lock  on  Mondaj',  and  got  a  mixed  bag  of  fish,  about 
twenty-five  in  number,  but  sport  was  bad. — Thomas 
Ford,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeacli).-  Since  my  last 
report  anglers  have  had  to  contend  against  the 
nuisance  of  cut  weeds.  The  plentiful  rains  which  have 
been  welcomed  by  all  anglers  have  removed  them 
nicely,  and  at  time  of  writing  the  river  is  in  good  order, 
fairly  clean  and  in  good  colour.  The  roach  at  times 
have'  been  off  the  feed  a  bit,  but  are  coming  on,  when 
ba^s  of  71b.  per  rod  are  had  with  various  41b.,  fishing 
a  few  hours  with  creed  wheat,  had  fi-esh  on  the  spot. 
The  last  few  cold  nights  have  stirred  up  the  pike, 
which  are  running  well  and  strong  on  to  Upware, 
which  is  a  good  place  for  them.  This  is  all  free  wa^er 
for  miles. — John  0.  Geobge,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnea  and  District).—  Comparatively  few 
rods  have  been  on  the  water  this  week,  and  those 
who  have  fished  have  not  had  exceptional  luck. 
On  Monday,  Aug.  11,  Mr.  Garrow  Green  had  a  good 
basket  in  the  Harboume.  Mr.  E.  Distin  has  creeled  a 
couple  of  brace  of  peal.  Fish  are  plentiful  on  the 
moor.    The  water  is  low  and  fine. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tribntaries.— Sport  has  been  good  on 
the  whole  this  week,  good  bags  being  the  rule  on 
almost  every  length  of  the  river.  Mr.  Prince  took 
eight  brace  on  Thursday  (Aug.  1)  from  the  Dovedale 
1*  ngth ;  Mr.  Wenner,  five  and  a  half  brace,  on  same 
day"^  from  the  Abbotsholme  water,  these  mainly  with 
the  Golden  Dun  ;  Mr.  J.  Hawkesworth  took  a  21b.  loz. 
trouc  on  Monday  last  with  the  Kill  Devil;  Mr. 
Gossard  has  also  done  well  on  the  Ashbourne  Club 
water.— D.  &  W.  N.  Foster. 

Eslc  (Whitby).— There  has  been  very  little  doing 
on  this  river  during  the  past  week,  the  water  being  too 
low  for  remunerative  sport.  The  only  catch  I  hear  of 
is  that  of  Mr.  R.  Linton,  who  grassed  a  nice  salmon 
weighing  51b.  The  prospects  at  the  time  of  writing 
are  very  poor,  rain  being  much  needed  to  improve 
matters.  Capital  sport  is  being  obtained  by  sea 
anglers  from  the  piers  and  quay,  some  good  catches 
of  whiting,  gurnet,  and  billet  being  recorded.  —  J. 
Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  111b.  carp  named 
in  my  last  report  was  caught  on  roach  tackle  and 
took  thirty-five  minutes  to  bring  to  net :  it  is  the 
largest  carp  caught  in  the  west,  with  the  exception  of 
one  caught  near  Turf  in  September,  1890,  by  Mr.  A.  J . 
Roberts.  The  first-named  was  captured  on  No.  10 
hook,  and  the  latter  fish,  of  same  weight,  on  No.  12. 
A  few  trout  have  been  taken  in  the  Exe  with  Black 
Gnat,  Red  Spitner,  Blue  Upright,  and  minnow, 
fishing  in  the  cooler  hours  of  early  mornings  and  late 
evenings.  In  the  canal  several  small  perch,  a  few 
roach,  and  one  or  two  fine  eels  have  been  taken  at 
Topsham  and  Turf.  In  the  Tiverton  and  Burlescombe 
Canal  about  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  water  has  been 
let  off  for  cleansing  and  weed  clearing,  and  very  fine 
fish  captured.  I  intend  to  make  a  visit  and  give 
reliable  details  next  week.  It  is  the  water  between 
Burlescombe  and  Whipcot  that  has  been  drained  off. 
— Red  Palmeb. 

Fen  District  (South  Linos  and  Cambs).- 
The  weather  cleared  somewhat  towards  the  end  of  the 
week.  The  brighter  sunshine  and  the  changes  effected 
by  the  recent  rains  went  to  improve  the  fishing  last 
week  end.  There  were  not  a  great  number  of  visitors 
owing  to  the  Coronation  holidays.  Anglers  appear  to 
have  done  pretty  well  in  the  open  waters  among 
the  roach.  This  is  said  to  have  been  particularly  the 
case  on  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Forty-foot.  A  few 
tench  have  also  come  to  hand  in  the  same  district. 
At  Deeping  also  there  has  been  some  fair  sport.  The 
reports  from  about  Wisbech  are  very  poor.  We  hear 
that  a  fine  trout  has  been  captured  near  Sleaford  by  a 
Mr.  Attewell.  The  fish  scaled  71b.  2oz.,  and  was  taken 
from  the  river  Slea.  It  has  been  sent  to  be  set  up  by 
a  taxidermist. —  Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— Sport  has  not  improved 
much,  but  at  tome  stations  a  few  anglers  have  found 
the  roach  on  fted.  Excellent  catches  have  been  made 
at  Ware,  principally  by  local  anglers,  but  St.  Margarets, 
Rye  House,  etc.,  have  yielded  few  fish.  In  the  Brox- 
boume  waters  some  capital  roach  have  been  secured, 
and  in  the  Hoddesdon  district  two  pike  of  101b.  13oz. 
and  SJlb.  have  been  among  the  fish  captured ; 
roach  up  to  lib.  have  also  been  taken  at  this  station. 
A  barbel  of  41b.  has  been  caught  at  Ponders  End,  and 
a  number  of  good  barbel  seen  there.  Perch  up  to 
IJlb.  have  been  landed  at  Waltham.  Trout-fishing 
matters  have  been  very  quiet,  but  some  dace  have 
been  had  on  the  fly.  The  river  wants  flushing.  No 
good  baskets  are  notified  from  the  Stort  or  Beane. 
The  Stort  is  very  bright,  and  the  roach  are  shy.— 
Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters).— Bream  here  are  still  affording 
excellent  sport,  the  average  catch  being  about  Sst.  per 
angler.  Itoach  have  been  had  up  to  about  61b.  per 
rod.  The  water  is  now  in  excellent  condition  and 
prospects  good. — P.W.G. 


Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
trout  and  grayling  streams  havo  been  running  stained, 
and  rose  rapidly  at  the  end  of  last  week,  owing  to 
sudden  rain,  which  has  continued  nearly  every 
evening.  It  began  to  clear  on  Aug.  10,  and  is  now  in 
fair  order  for  fly  fishing ;  but  ic  has  been  raining,  and 
more  rain  threatens,  so  that  the  prospects  for  fishing 
next  week  ate  very  uncertain.  If  we  get  fine  weather 
.sport  will  be  good  with  Red  Tag,  Whirling  Blue, 
Hare's  Ear,  Wickham,  August  Dun,  ants  and  moths, 
and  Coachman.  Several  nice  lots  of  trout  and  grayling 
taken  this  week.    The  Pinsley  is  in  good  order. — 

GWYNNB. 

Xiugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland). - 

Rivers  are  flowing  at  their  full  summer  level,  clear, 
and  in  capital  order.  Weather  has  been,  and  still  con- 
tinues, unsettled.  Fish  have  been  rising  fairly  well, 
but  extremely  few  rods  out.  Best  flies  :  Late  Brown, 
Silver  and  July  Duns,  Orange  Palmer,  Red  Ant  and 
Sky  Blue,  and  for  evening,  female  Yellow  Dun,  Red 
Spinner,  Owls,  July  Gnat,  Caddis  and  Coachman. 
Prospects  for  sport  in  the  coming  week  are  good. 
Green  Insects  and  Red  Tag  may  be  tried  for  grayling. 
R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton). — For  the  past  week 
the  weather  with  us  has  been  of  a  very  unsettled 
character.  Heavy  clouds  charged  with  thunder  and 
occasional  rainstorms  have  been  had.  The  evening 
rise  has  for  the  past  few  days  been  very  poor  indeed, 
and  sport  generally  speaking  unsatisfactory.  This 
is  usually  a  bad  month  for  the  fly-fisher  on  the 
Otter,  and  the  present  season  shows  no  exception  to 
the  rule.  A  few  small  takes  of  two  and  three  brace 
have  been  had  on  the  RoUe  water,  but  even  on  this, 
the  best  and  most  carefully  preserved  portion  of  the 
river,  few  rods  are  seen  just  now. — Heeon. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — Anglers  here  have  had  varied 
experiences  with  the  fish.  Some  have  had  decent 
sport,  others  none  or  next  to  none.  There  are  no 
heavy  bags  to  record,  but  good  specimens  have  been 
taken,  including  a  chub  of  51b.  12oz.  and  a  tench  of 
31b.  6oz.  The  water  is  rather  clear,  but  it  maintains 
its  usual  level. — W.  N. 

Plymouth. — All  our  rivers  want  water  very  badly  ; 
they  are  very  low  and  clear.  A  gentleman  from  Lon- 
don, whom  I  sent  on  the  Tavy,  had  a  nice  51b.  grilse 
on  a  fly,  caught  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  A  few  others 
have  been  taken,  but  not  of  any  great  size. — William 
Hearder. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Owing  to  the  very  unsettled  weather  which 
has  prevailed  during  the  past  week,  these  rivers  are  at 
present  totally  unfitted  for  angling  of  all  kinds,  except- 
ing trolling  and  bottom  fishing,  and  even  the  followers 
of  these  two  classes  of  the  game  have  really  had  very 
little  sport  owing  to  the  very  variable  state  of  the 
atmosphere,  at  some  times  close  and  sultry,  and  at 
others  more  resembling  winter.  The  outlook  at 
the  time  of  writing  is  not  at  all  satisfactory,  as  rain 
has  been  falling  in  torrents  throughout  the  day 
and  shows  no  sign  of  ceasing.  A  flood  is  prophesied 
unless  there  is  a  very  speedy  cessation  of  the  present 
downpour. — Yyrnwy. 

Stour  (Grove  Ferry,  Kent). — The  water  is  in 
fairly  good  order,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Shepherd's 
Cottage  some  good  takes  of  fish  have  been  recorded, 
while  lower  down  plenty  of  grey  mullet  have  been 
seen,  but  very  few  captured.  Some  heavy  rains 
lately  have  greatly  improved  the  upper  waters. — J. 

KlEltY. 

Sussex  Rivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — The  weather  has  been  variable,  and  sport 
ha*  followed  suit.  Angling  in  the  Ouse  at  Hamsey 
and  at  Lewes  has  not  been  satisfactory.  A  few  roach 
up  to  l^lb.  have  been  secured.  The  Adur,  at  Steyning 
and  Henfield,  has  given  moderate  results,  but  fish  have 
been  small.  A  small  bream  was  taken  on  paste,  doubt- 
less one  placed  in  the  river  some  few  years  ago.  The 
canal  at  Chichester  is  well  patronised  by  the  small 
boys,  who  with  primitive  tackle  capture  strings  of 
bream,  perch,  and  roach,  some  few  fish  up  to  14oz. 
Mature  anglers  have  secured  bream  up  to  2Jlb.,  tench 
of  21b.,  and  perch  up  to  IJlb.  The  pike  pot-hunters 
are  on  the  war  path,  and  with  live  gorge  have  killed 
pike  up  to  31b.  A  few  bass  have  been  taken  from  the 
harbours,  but  nothing  over  lOflb.  has  been  notified 
me. — George  F.  Salter. 

Xaw  (N.  Devon).  —The  Coronation  was  a  holiday 
to  the  trout,  not  mdny  fishermen  being  on  the  move. 
Rainfalls  in  some  places  not  enough  to  raise  the  waters. 
One  gentleman  took  a  few,  but  a  large  fish  eager  to 
legain  his  liberty  smashed  the  rod  and  tore  away  the 
hne  to  the  user's  disgust.  One  or  two  large  salmon 
take  J  in  the  nets,  but  this  is  slack  work.  Weather 
not  suitable  for  bass  and  mullet,  they  having  gone 
over  the  bar  again  into  deeper  water. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigan). — The  river  has  been 
low  for  the  past  ten  days  or  so — plenty  of  trout  showing 
up,  but  takes  small.  We  want  a  good  rainfall  to  bring 
about  a  renewal  of  sport. — H. 

Teme  ^Ludiow). — Tne  Teme  in  this  district  under- 
went a  sudden  change  at  the  end  of  last  week.  Heavy 
rain  fell  on  Wednesday  night  and  Thursday,  and  nearly 
e%ory  other  day  since,  and  caused  the  river  to  rise  very 


quickly  and  colour,  and  it  was  out  of  order  for  fly 
fishing  until  Tuesday.  The  weather  is  still  unsettled 
and  more  rain  threatens,  and  angling  has  been  rather 
quiet  of  late.  A  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out 
with  bottom  baits,  and  havo  used  worm  and 
wasp  grub  with  fair  success.  The  trout,  perch, 
and  grayling  are  taking  the  baits  well.  Eels  have 
been  on  the  feed  and  a  good  few  have  been  caught 
in  the  fish  traps.  On  Saturday  some  nice  trout  were 
landed  below  Ludford  Bridge  with  the  wasp  grub. 
Sport  in  the  Ashford  water  has  been  fairly  good  with 
worm  and  wasp  grub,  and  trout  of  ^Ib.  and  fib.  each 
landed.  Under  the  Castle  and  Whitclifte  some  fair- 
sized  trout  and  eels  have  been  landed  bottom  fishing 
The  outlook  for  next  week  is  doubtful  unless  we  get 
fine  weather,  when  sport  should  be  good  after  the 
flush.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
stained  and  fishing  quiet  in  them  this  week. — 
S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  ( Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  part  is  running 
in  fair  order  for  fishing,  having  gone  down  and  cleared 
nicely  after  the  heavy  rain  at  the  end  of  last  week, 
and  it  has  improved  the  water ;  the  weather  is  still 
very  unsettled,  and  rain  is  had  nearly  every  night,  and 
to-day,  Wednesday,  rain  is  falling,  and  it  is  a  question 
if  the  river  is  not  coloured  agaiu  by  the  end  of  the 
week.  A  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out  this  week 
with  fly  and  wasp  grub,  and  some  very  nice-sized 
trout  and  grayling  have  been  landed.  With  fine 
weather  there  should  be  some  good  sport  had  in  this 
part  next  week,  as  the  fish  are  inclined  to  rise. — ■ 
Worcester. 

Welland  (Market  Deeping).  —  The  river  here 
during  the  past  week  has  provided  good  sport  for  our 
anglers,  who  have  had  some  capital  catches.  Mr. 
Letts  landed  seventy-one  roach  and  dace  with  the  fly ; 
Mr.  Preston,  sixty-two ;  Mr.  Back,  forty-eight ;  and 
Mr.  Hutohings,  sixty.  Mr.  Charity  captured  six  pike, 
the  largest  scaling  61b.;  Mr.  Sharpe,  two  pike;  Mr. 
Hildyard,  three  pike ;  and  Mr.  W.  Fisher,  two  pike. 
Mr.  Pannell  secured  151b.  of  roach. — E.  A.  S. 

Witham,  etc.  (DXid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 
Fishing  has  been  improving  on  the  Witham  during 
the  last  few  days.  Bream  fishing  has  been  falling  off, 
and  it  has  been  with  roach  that  most  has  been 
done.  The  most  successful  work  has  been  at  Stixwold, 
Dogdyke,  Kirkstead,  and  Langrick.  Still  the  sport 
has  not  been  up  to  that  usually  experienced  in  August. 
Monday  was  the  best  day  we  have  had  this  month. 
Though  a  few  tried  for  pike,  not  many  have  done 
anything  noteworthy.  The  best  fish  have  only  reached 
about  51b.  Capital  sport  has  come  from  the  worm 
bait ;  and  sometimes  bream,  roach,  and  perch  have 
been  caught  in  quantity.  About  Boston  the  drains 
have  yielded  very  well ;  some  have  got  by  means  of 
creed  wheat,  baskets  of  201b.  for  the  day.  The  Bargate 
and  Mount  Pleasant  have  been  among  the  best. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derweut  (Derbyshire). — The  inces- 
sant rain  we  had  during  the  greater  part  of  last  week 
brought  a  very  thick  and  dirty  woodland  water  down 
the  Derwent,  and  after  it  had  sufficiently  cleared,  worm 
fishing  was  pursued  but  only  with  very  poor  success, 
very  few  fish  being  landed  for  such  a  nice  water. 
Since  Monday  these  rivers  have  been  in  order  for  the 
fly,  and  a  few  fish  have  been  taken  fly  fishing. 
Mr.  D.  P.  Pearson  on  Monday  evening,  fishing 
in  Matlock  Dale,  landed  the  best  brace  of  trout  that 
has  been  taken  with  the  fly  this  season ;  one  weighed 
31b.  loz.  and  the  other  21b.  9oz.,  in  excellent  con- 
dition, caught  with  Olive  Dun,  or  Ash  Dun  as  it  is 
sometimes  called ;  also  the  Rev.  —  Postlethwaite  has 
obtained  a  few  nice  fish.  The  prospect  is  now  very 
good,  as  the  water  has  fined  down  and  in  order 
for  fly  fishing.  Useful  flies  :  Olive  Dun,  Golden  Dun, 
Frosted  Wing,  Cooper's  Grey  Ply,  Black  Gnat,  and 
Grey  Palmer. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Torks).— Mr.  W.  Helliwell,  of  Leeds,  Mr.  J.  B. 
Miller,  Mr.  Hy.  Cayley,  Mr.  H.  Collinson,  and  other 
anglers  continue  to  have  good  sport,  and  have  caught 
some  good  fish,  both  with  the  natural  minnow  and 
fly,  in  the  Yore,  which  river  is  now  running  down  to 
its  normal  summer  level  again.  The  low  temperature 
seems  to  suit  the  grayling,  and  they  rise  more  freely 
than  is  often  the  case  in  August.  The  bigger  fish  are 
showing,  and  I  got  a  beauty  of  IJlb.  this  afternoon 
with  the  dark  Needle  Brown.  It  is  rumoured 
that  an  angling  club  is  about  to  be  formed  in 
Leyburn,  who  will  probably  try  to  lease  that 
stretch  of  the  river,  owned  by  Lord  Bolton,  leading 
from  Middleham  Bridge  to  Wensley  Bridge. 
A  fair  show  of  perch  comes  from  the  lower  waters,  also 
a  few  pike.  On  Saturday  last.  Coronation  Day,  there 
were  a  good  many  anglers  on  both  the  Swale  and 
Deeming  Beck.  The  Swale  was  just  coloured  and 
looked  in  nice  trim,  but  even  the  crack  York  fisher- 
men could  make  little  out  of  it,  and  empty  panniers 
were  the  rule,  not  the  exception.  Ou  Tuesday,  the 
well-known  Northallerton  angler,  Mr.  William  Franks, 
had  a  turn  on  the  Swale  ;  he  only  fished  between  the 
Coimty  Bridge  and  the  Railway  Bridge,  but  he  showed 
five  brace  of  lovely  grayling,  all  taken  with  an  Olive  Dun 
fly.  Nearly  half  of  them  scaled  fib.  each.  The  rains 
freshened  the  Wharfe,  Nidd,  and  their  tributaries.  In 
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the  upper  reaches  of  the  first  named  rivers  sport  has 
varied  in  the  districts  of  rxrassington,  Appletrcewick, 
Harden,  and  Burnsall.  Trout  have  not  been  rising  so 
freely  of  late  ;  the  best  baskets  have  been  made  by 
fishing  the  worm  well  up-stream,  the  natural  minnow  on 
the  Ariel  flight,  and  Miller's  Thumb  Devon  ;  but  in  the 
district  of  Bolton  Woods,  Addingham,  and  llkley  the 
fly  has  been  fished  with  very  fair  results.  The  most 
killing  patterns  have  been  Brown  Owl,  Poult  Bloa, 
Snipe  Bloa,  Orange  Grouse,  Cinnamon,  and  Dark 
Needle.  Several  baskets,  varying  from  two  to  six 
brace  of  trout,  have  been  caught  at  llkley  with  the 
up-stream  worm  and  minnow.  Similar  accounts 
are  to  hand  from  Otley  and  Oollingham.  Some 
decent  baskets  of  coarse  fish  are  reported  from 
Wetherby  and  Boston'  Spa.  Below  this  point  sport 
has  been  poor,  therefore  nothing  is  recorded  of  any 
importance.  The  Nidd  has  been  slightly  coloured 
with  the  recent  rains.  During  the  week  several  anglers 
from  Leeds,  Harrogate,  and  Knaresborough  have  visited 
Dacre  Banks  and  Hampsthwaite ;  sport  has  been 
of  a  moderate  character,  a  few  fish  having 
been  caught  by  swimming  the  maggot  and 
worm.  Lower  down  the  above  river  at  Knaresborough 
and  Walshford  the  bottom  fishermen  have  met  with 
some  very  fair  results  amongst  the  chub,  dace,  roach, 
and  perch.  At  Ribston  Park  one  or  two  fine  baskets 
of  dace  have  been  got  with  the  fly.  The  Derwent 
has  also  been  slightly  freshened  with  the  rains, 
and  has  been  visited  by  a  few  rods  at  Yedding- 
ham,  Schoolhouse  Hill,  arid  Malton.  Very  little 
sport  has  been  met  with  amongst  pike  and 
perch  at  the  latter  place,  but  in  the  higher  reaches 
some  fair  baskets  of  dace  and  roach  have  been  caught. 
The  Rye  and  Riccall  are  now  running  in  nice  trim, 
and  there  is  a  fair  volume  of  water  at  present.  Several 
angling  competitions  have  been  held,  the  most  impor- 
tant hailing  from  Leeds  being  the  Prince  Arthur 
Angling  Club,  who  fished  at  Low  Dunsforth  on  the 
river  Yore.  The  day  was  gloriously  fine,  and  several 
good  baskets  of  fish  were  got.  The  first  prize  was 
taken  by  Mr.  McFethridge,  51b.  Coz. ;  second,  Mr. 
Martin,  21b.  12oz.  ;  third,  Mr.  Robinson,  21b.  9oz. 
Several  other  clubs  from  Leeds  have  had  competi- 
tions at  Tadcaster,  but  with  only  moderate  sport. 
The  York  clubs  have  patronised  the  Derwent.  The 
Navigation  Angling  Association  made  small  catches  at 
Elvington  on  Saturday,  Aug.  9,  J.  Wrigglesworth 
finishing  first;  A.  Willis,  second;  and  T.  Corner, 
third.  On  the  same  day  the  York  Adult  School 
Angling  Association  fished  their  first  match  at  West 
Cottingwith — T.  R.  Wilson,  first;  J.  Fairweather, 
second;  and  R.  Ellerby,  third.  On  Monday,  Aug.  11, 
the  Clifton  Angling  Association  did  better,  the  catch 
consisting  of  some  very  good  roach  :  J.  Swates,  41b. 
14oz  ,  first;  A.  Simpson,  31b.  9Joz.,  second;  and 
D.  Langstaff,  31b.  5Joz.,  third.— John  E.  Millee, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.) 

— On  Aug.  2  Messrs.  Eraser  and  Hodgson,  fishing  Loch 
Cama,  made  a  basket  of  fifty-three  trout,  13Jlb ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Paterson,  Glasgow,  twenty-three,  91b. ;  and 
Messrs.  Muir,  on  Loch  Urigill,  fifty,  151b.  On 
Aug.  4,  Messrs.  Eraser  and  Hodgson  had  thirty-one, 
91b.,  on  Loch  Cama.  On  Aug.  5,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Paterson  got  thirty-one,  161b,  on  last-named  water ; 
Dr.  Reid,  twenty-four,  91b. ;  Messrs.  Muir,  sixty,  201b. ; 
and  Messrs.  Eraser  and  Hodgson,  seventy,  211b.,  on 
Lock  Veyatie.  On  Aug.  G,  the  last-named  anglers,  on 
Cama,  fifty,  15Jlb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paterson,  forty, 
13Jlb. ;  Dr.  Reid,  on  Veyatie,  twenty-nine,  101b. ;  Mr. 
Wordsworth,  Ollerton,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  forty-eight, 
151b.  ;  and  Messrs.  Muir,  on  Urigill,  eighty,  22Jlb. 
On  Aug.  7,  Messrs.  Eraser  and  Hodgson,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  110,  281b.  ;  Mr.  Wordsworth,  on  Veyatie, 
thirty-six,  151b. ;  Dr.  Reid,  on  Cama,  thirty-three,  81b  ; 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paterson,  thirty,  8Jlb.  On  Aug.  8, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paterson,  on  same  loch,  thirty-tive, 
15Jlb. ;  Dr.  Reid  and  Rev.  Peter  Thompson,  thirty- 
five,  121b.;  and  Mr.  Wordsworth,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
nxty-two,  211b.  On  9th  the  last-named  angler,  forty- 
two,  171b.,  on  Loch  Cama ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paterson, 
twenty-four,  101b, ;  Messrs.  Eraser  and  Hodgson, 
sixty-five,  171b.,  on  Loch  Urigill;  Messrs.  Anderson 
and  Ford,  on  Boarlan,  thirty,  131b.,  in  a  few  hours' 
angling ;  and  Messrs.  Parker  and  Hall,  thirty-one, 
lOJlb.  On  11th  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Anderson,  on 
Cama,  forty,  17^1  b. ;  Messrs.  Parker,  twenty-four, 
91b  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall,  thirteen,  41b. ;  Messrs. 
Mansell,  Batker  and  Jowers,  on  Veyatie,  sixteen,  51b. ; 
Messrs.  Eraser  and  Hodgson,  thirty,  131b.,  the  heaviest 
a  two-pounder,  taken  with  fly  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paterson, 
on  Urigill,  fifty-four,  IGlb.  ;  Messrs.  Wordsworth  and 
Ford,  fifty,  191b. ;  and  Rav.  P^^ter  Thompson  and  Dr. 
Reid,  on  Boarlan,  sixteen,  GJlb.  Weather  fairly 
favourable  and  diily  improvi  g. — B. 

Border  Bak  and  Iiiddle.  —Fairly  good  sport  con- 
tinues to  be  had  in  these  rivers,  and  also  in  most  of 
the  numerous  tributaries,  sea- trout  and  herling  being 
plentiful,  while  yellow  trout  are  very  prolific.  In  the 
Eek,  Mr.  H.  Foster,  of  Longtown,  had  several  good 


baskets  of  sea-trout  and  herling  in  Mr.  Nichol's  portion 
of  the  Netherby  water.  Fishing  below  Longtown 
Bridge,  Mr.  Redmayne  had  a  basket  of  herling,  111b., 
in  the  Graham  Arms  stretch,  and  in  the  same  water, 
Mr.  Scott,  Carlisle,  Mr.  Harrison,  Liverpool,  Mr.  B. 
Broadhurst,  Houghton,  and  others  have  had  good 
catches  of  eea-trout  and  herling.  In  Langholm 
water,  Messrs.  Welsh  and  Foster,  Eskdale  Hotel, 
Langholm,  caught  eleven  herling,  one  IJlb.,  and 
some  sea-trout  and  herling  in  Liddle  water, 
the  best  sea-trout  weighing  2Jlb.  Mr.  J.  Harknoss, 
Langholm,  has  had  several  sea-trout,  the  best  a  very 
fine  one  of  4ib.  Mr.  A.  Glendaway  had  ten  herling 
and  Sergt.  Bell  had  two  sea-trout  and  three  herling. 
In  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  reserved  water  below 
Langholm,  Lord  Henry  Scott  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Cairns  have  had  good  sport ;  Mr.  Weatherstone,  on 
Friday,  had  a  good  basket  with  fly,  containing  two  sea- 
trout,  several  whiting,  and  some  good  yellow  trout. 
Mr.  W.  Storey,  Langholm,  had  the  best  basket  of 
yellow  trout  of  the  season,  weighing  221b ;  Mr.  E. 
Story  caught  two  sea-trout  and  eight  herling ;  Mr.  H. 
Carruthers,  Langholm,  had  a  good  basket  of  yellow 
trout  in  Tarras  ;  Mr.  Riddle,  Canonbie,  killed  seven 
sea  trout  and  fifty-six  herling  and  Mr.  Frank 
Little,  in  Byre  burn  foot  water,  had  three  sea-trout 
and  forty  herling ;  Mr.  J.  Graham,  Hollows, 
two  sea-trout,  one  weighing  41b.  and  thirty  herling ; 
Dr.  Anderson,  Eskbank,  Canonbie,  had  six  sea-trout 
and  forty  herling ;  Mr.  Thos.  Steel,  Canonbie, 
killed  in  the  mid-reaches,  five  sea-trout  and  thirty 
herling ;  Dr.  Belilio  creeled  at  several  fishings  five  sea- 
trout  and  fifty  herling  ;  Mr.  J.  Jardine,  Canonbie,  and 
Mr.  Banchope,  staying  in  Canonbie,  have  had 
good  baskets  of  sea-trout  and  herling  at  night 
fishings.  Mr.  S.  McKune,  jun.,  Canonbie,  filled 
his  creel  at  one  fishing  in  the  mid-reaches  of 
the  Esk ;  Dr.  Burrell  had  four  sea-trout  and 
twenty  herling ;  and  Mr.  W.  Murray  had  fourteen 
sea-trout  and  sixty  herling  during  a  week's  fishing. 
Miss  Church,  Park  House,  Canonbie,  had  four  sea-trout 
at  a  fishing  in  Canonbie  water  ;  while  Mr.  Colville  had 
ten  sea-trout  and  eighteen  herling  at  three  fishings. 
Good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  are  being  had  in  the  Ewes, 
Meggat,  and  Tarras,  also  in  the  Hermitage.  Eishin'< 
in  the  Liddle,  Mr.  J.  Watson,  Newcastletown,  killed 
two  sea-trout,  seven  herling,  and  several  yellow  trout 
in  the  upper  reaches.  Mr.  T.  Parker,  Innerleithen, 
had  two  sea-trout,  five  herling,  and  a  lot  of  yellow 
trout  of  splendid  quality.  Mr.  J.  Inglis  had  a  sea-trout 
and  six  herling  at  a  fishing ;  Mr.  J.  Beattie,  five  herling 
and  a  sea-trout ;  Dr.  Murray,  Haydon  Bridge,  twelve 
herling  and  a  sea-trout ;  and  Mr.  W.  Stoddart  caught 
close  on  six  dozen  yellow  trout,  all  in  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Liddle. — Gilnockie, 

Carrou  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— On  Aug. 
5  Miss  Littlejohn,  of  Invercharron,  fishing  Inver- 
charron  waters,  landed  a  nice  91b.  salmon. — B. 

Culag  Hotel,  Lochinver.— Parties  fishing  from 
this  hotel  caught  sixteen  salmon  and  grilse  between 
Aug.  4  and  9,  heaviest  24Jlb.,  by  Captain  Hicks. 
During  same  time  parties  got  eleven  sea-trout,  total 
weight  17Jlb.  Good  baskets  of  brown  trout  still  being 
got.  Also  some  good  takes  of  sea  fish,  with  small 
lines. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Deveron  (Baaflfshire).— Since  the  evening  of 
Saturday  last,  the  weather  has  been  cold  and  wet, 
and  not  very  congenial  for  anglers.  The  heavy  rain- 
fall has  also  put  the  water  somewhat  out  of  condition. 
However,  there  is  a  good  appearance  of  fish  in  the 
pools,  which  will  no  doubt  cjntinue,  seeing  that  it 
will  not  be  long  until  the  close  of  net  fishing  in  the 
river  and  adjacent  coast.  On  Saturday  last,  a  fine 
salmon  of  151b.  was  caught  in  the  Cabrach  water  by 
Mr.  James  Milne,  Dufitown.  It  is  reported  that 
Mr.  John  Cruickshank,  gamekeeper,  Craighead, 
Huntly,  while  fishing  near  Mill  of  Artloch,  killed 
a  beautiful  specimen  of  the  yellow  trout,  which 
turned  the  scales  at  111b.  For  the  week  ending 
Saturday  (Aug.  9),  there  was  good  fishing  in  the 
river  and  coast  by  the  net  fishermen.  Although  grilse 
have  been  falling  off  for  some  weeks,  salmon,  some  of 
very  large  size,  have  been  more  plentiful.  The  average 
yield  from  all  stations  was  four  boxes  daily.  A  fair 
number  of  fish  were  got  by  the  netsmen  in  the  river 
this  week,  but  at  the  coast  the  sea  has  been  too  rough 
to  allow  the  examination  of  the  nets  since  the  end  of 
last  week. — H.  W. 

Loch  Assynt  (luchnadamph  Hotel,  Suther- 
land).— Pishing  from  the  above  waters  the  following 
catches  have  been  had  : — Mr.  Harmer  —  Aug.  4  (1 
grilse,  51b.)  ;  5th  (12  trout,  8Jlb.) ;  6th  (1  trout,  51b.). 
Canon  Short— 4th  (1  grilse,  4Jlb.) ;  6th  (12  trout,  61b.) ; 
8th  (1  sea-trout,  31b.).  Mr.  Webb— 4th  (10  trout,  51b.).; 
Gth  (14  trout,  61b) ;  8th  (1  grilse,  5Jlb).    Mrs.  Waring 
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—5th  (12  trout,  Gib,).  Mrs.  Andrews— 5th  (1  salmon, 
71b).  Mr.  Andrews-Cth  (10  trout,  61b.) ;  8th  (G  trout, 
61b.).  Dr.  Drysdale— Gth  (7  trout,  31b.) ;  9th  (12  trout^ 
5ilb.).  Rev.  Mr.  Morgan— 6th  (1  grilse,  4Jlb.).  Mr. 
Falconer— Gth  (2  grilse,  61b.  and  31b.)  ;  9th  (1  salmon 
91b.).  Major  Wilson— 7th  (2  grilse,  Gib.  and  6Jlb.).— 
W.  Wallace. 

Lochs  Birsay,  Hunland  and  Swanney  (Orkney). 
— During  last  week  some  good  baskets  were  got  on  the 
hotel  lochs.  The  best  was  got  to-day  (Wednesday, 
Aug.  13),  Captain  R.  S.  Machall,  thirty-five  trout,' 
15Jlb. — John  Spbnce. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross).— The  weather  has  been 
lather  changeable  and  fish  have  not  been  rising. 
Sport  has,  therefore,  been  very  poor,  and  a  number  of 
"  clean "  boats  have  returned  almost  daily.  The 
annual  competition  by  the  Glasgow  District  Angling 
Clubs'  Association  brought  out  nine  clubs  for  the  trophy, 
each  club  being  represented  by  four  members.  The  re- 
sult of  the  day's  sport  was  exceedingly  poor,  only  half 
the  competitors  captured  fish,  the  total  being  twenty- 
nine  trout  which  weighed  441b.9oz.  The  winning  club  was 
Rowbank  with  a  catch  of  six  trout,  101b.  4oz.  Other 
club  competitions  were  not  much  better.  The  heaviest 
prize  basket  of  the  week  contained  five  trout  which 
weighed  71b.  2oz.  Mr.  J.  G.  Kirk,  while  fishing  at 
the  Glasgow  St.  Mungo  Competition,  had  a  fine 
trout  with  fly  of  31b.  IJoz.  The  most  successful  of 
private  parties  were : — Mr.  Tanqueray,  Edinburgh, 
nine  trout,  101b.  12oz.,  and  twelve  trout,  141b. ;  Mr. 
K.  Soutar,  Natal,  seven  trout,  91b.  4oz.  Mr.  E. 
Harvey,  Tunbridge,  captured  the  heaviest  trout  of  the 
season,  which  weighed  81b.  12oz.  A  boat  had  three 
dozen  perch,  which  is  the  best  result  obtained  for 
about  a  month. — Robert  Lainq. 

Lochmaddy  Hotel  (North  Uist).  —  Fishing 
hotel  water  for  week  ending,  Aug.  9,  Col.  Banna- 
tyne  and  Major  Chambers,  Majors  Crawford  and 
Prendergast,  Lieut.  Roundell,  Mr.  Tompkinson,  Mr. 
Norton,  Mr.  Bidwell,  Rev.  Mr.  Evans,  landed  eighty- 
six  sea-trout  and  sixty-three  brown  trout.  Best  basket 
was  landed  by  Mr.  Evans,  on  Loch  Ciste,  thirty-one 
sea-trout  on  Aug.  5. — D.  Macpadyen. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — The  Dee  is  in  capital 
trim  and  after  the  first  flush  of  the  shooting  season  is 
over  anglers  will  find  abundance  of  sport  in  the  river. 
The  netting  season  closes  on  Aug.  26,  after  which  the 
whole  run  of  the  back-end  will  be  open  to  the 
angler.  Meantime  the  netter  is  reaping  the  benefit 
of  the  early  and  prolific  run.  On  the  Aboyne, 
Crathes,  and  mid-reaches  generally  an  occasional 
grilse  and  salmon  is  being  got,  but  the  fact  is 
that  few  anglers  have  been  out.  On  the  tidal 
reaches  a  splendid  run  of  finnock  is  being  met  with. 
The  Don  is  now  running  clear,  and  a  large 
number  of  fish  have  established  themselves  in  the 
pools  above  the  dam  dykes  from  Parkhill  upwards. 
On  the  Burgh  Kintore  (free)  water  the  first  back-end 
fish  was  got  last  week  by  a  local  angler  scaling  221b. 
On  the  Inverurie,  Alford,  and  Newe  sections  splendid 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  are  being  got,  mainly  to  large 
flies  of  the  Olive  Dun  order.  On  the  Ythan  good  sport 
is  being  got,  as  also  on  the  Ugie  to  very  large  flies 
of  the  Butcher,  Teal  and  Red,  Cinnamon,  and  such 
like  on  No.  8  and  9  hooks.  On  the  Findhorn, 
Messrs.  Galbraith,  Stewart  (Edinburgh),  and  Capt. 
Eraser  have  had  baskets  of  finnock  and  sea-trout 
from  one  to  two  and  a  half  dozen  daily. 
The  back-end  fish  are  on  the  coast  in  considerable 
numbers.  The  Harbour  Board  had  on  Monday  after- 
noon last  no  less  than  110  salmon  and  on  Tuesday 
morning  162  salmon,  in  addition  to  117  grilse  at  the 
one  tide  and  189  at  the  other.  In  all  578  fish,  in 
addition  to  thirty  sea-trout.  The  early  autumn  floods 
and  favouring  winds  have  induced  this  early  run, 
which  would  have  been  all  the  better,  from  a  sporting 
point  of  view,  had  they  come  later  on.  The  Aberdeen 
Harbour  Board  have  postponed  their  annual  con- 
tribution of  sixty  guineas  to  the  Dee  Improvement 
Association  for  the  nonce.  The  Aberdeen  Rockfishers' 
Association  celebrated  the  Coronation  by  having  a 
veterans'  handicap.  At  the  close  of  a  splendid  day's 
sport,  Mr.  McDonald  won  with  a  basket  of  291b.  8oz. ; 
J.  Woodman,  with  491b.,  being  second,  W.  Porter, 
431b.,  third,  and  A.  Robertson,  421b.  12oz.,  fourth. — 
G.  M. 

Overscaig'  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 

Since  last  report  the  following  have  been  amongst  the 
best  baskets.  On  Aug.  5,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Walker, 
Newport,  eight  trout,  31b.,  on  Top  Shin  beat ;  Mr. 
Walker,  five,  2Jlb. ;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Batty  Tuke,  Edin- 
burgh, sixteen,  6  Jib.,  on  Lower  Mid  Shin  beat;  and 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kirkpatrick,  on  Loch  Griam,  seventeen, 
5Jlb.  On  6th,  Mrs.  Kirkpatrick,  Mrs.  Tuke,  and  Mr. 
King,  on  Top  Shin,  seventeen,  Gib.  On  7th,  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Batty  Tuke,  on  Top  Shin  beat,  seventeen,  41b. ; 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kirkpatrick  and  Mr.  King,  on  Mid  Shin, 
twenty-four,  131b. ;  and  Messrs.  Wedderspoon  and 
Arnold,  on  Lower  Flag,  twenty,  8Jlb. — B. 

Sconrie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg',  N.B.). — 
The  weather  here,  although  improving  now,  has  been 
very  unfavourable  since  last  report,  and  baskets  much 
lighter  in  consequence.  The  most  successful  anglers 
have  been — Mr.  Brooksbank,  on  Hill  Lochs,  eight 
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trout,  7^1b. ;  Mr.  Wotherspoon,  an  81b.  basket ;  and 
Mr.  Veitch,  who  was  out  only  for  a  short  time,  one  trout, 
a  beauty  of  lilb.,  on  Loch  an  Uidhe.  Better  sport 
anticipated. — B. 

Skye  (Portree). — On  Saturday  (Aug.  9),  Mr.  A. 
Hugh  Douglas  and  Mr.  George  Prentice,  from  the 
Royal  Hotel,  had  a  basket  of  thirty-one  trout  on  the 
Storr  Loch;  weight  13Jlb.,  heaviest  fish  IJlb. — C. 
McLaeen. 

South   of  Scotland. — There  is  a  considerable 
improvement  in  the  angling  this  v^eek  in  the  rivers  of 
this  district.    The  herling  are  making  a  pretty  fair 
_  show  in  all  the  rivers,  and  they  are  beginning  to  rest 
(    in  the  lower  reach.    All  the  season,  and  especially 
■    during  the  past  three  weeks,  they  have  been  running 
in  pretty  strong  numbers  and  passing  onto  the  middle 
and  higher  waters,  so  that  the  rods  in  the  lower  reaches 
have  not  fared  so  well  as  those  in  the  middle  stretches. 
The  following  are  the   reports  from  the  difierent 
rivers  : — The  Asnai;. — Some  excellent  baskets  of  her- 
ling were  caught  on  Saturday  (Aug.  9)  with  the  fly, 
while  a  number  of  rods  fished  the  clear-water  worm 
and  had  a  few  herling.    In  the  Mount  Annan  water 
Mr.  Thomas  Shortridge,  Tweedie,  Annan,  killed  forty 
herling  at  two  fishings,  and  on  Saturday  (Aug.  9)  he 
again  angled  in  the  same  water  and  caught  one  sea- 
trout,  21b.,  and  fifteen  herling  with  fly.     Mr.  P. 
McGiverin  had  over  thirty  herling  at  two  outings  in 
Mount  Annan  water,  and  on  Saturday  (Aug.  9),  fishing 
the  same  water,  he  caught  one  sea-trout  of  IJlb.  and 
eighteen  herling  with  the  fly.    In  the  lower  reaches 
the  sport  is  not  so  good,  and  the  best  basket  for  several 
days  has  not  exceeded  half  -  a  -  dozen.     Mr.  Peter 
Loudon,  St.  David's-street,  Edinburgh,  killed  a  splendid 
basket  of  herling  and  one  sea-trout  on  Saturday 
(Aug.  9)  at    Mount    Annan.      Mr.    W.  Thorburn, 
Brydekirk  School  House,   had  eight    herling  and 
one  sea-trout  in  the  portion  below  Brydekirk  Caul. 
In  Hoddom  Castle  water  on  Saturday  Mr.  Inglis,  from 
Ecclefechan,  had  a  nice  basket  of  ten  herling  with 
fly.    Mr.  R.  W.  Cowan,  Hallguards  House,  fishing  the 
same  water,   caught    six    herling.    Mr.  Lockhart, 
Hoddom,    landed    seven    herling.     A    number  of 
other  anglers,  fishing  the   Lower  Hoddom  water 
on  Saturday,   had    fair    sport  with  fly    and  the 
clear  water  worm.    Mr.  Eric  Nicholson,  fishing  the 
Galabank  water  on  Saturday  night,  had  a  nice  catch 
of  herling  and  on  Monday  morning  Mr.  P.  Loudon 
took  several  herling.    Two  other  rods  had  a  brace  of 
herling.    Trout  have  not  been  taking  at  all  vfell  at 
night  during  the  past  week  owing  to  the  nights  being 
too  dark.    In  the  tidal  waters  on  Monday  night  Mr. 
John  Irving  had  a  fine  basket  of  herling  with  the  night 
fly,  Mr.  McGiverin  took  eight  and  a  sea-trout  with  night 
fly  in  the  Fish  House  water,  and  several  other  rods 
had  nice  catches,  including  a  rod   with  seventeen 
herling.    On  Tuesday  night  in  the  Howes  pool  Mr. 
James  Loudon  had  fifteen  herling,  Mr.  D.  Loudon, 
jun.,  had  a  similar  catch  ;  Mr.  Robert  Graham  took 
eight,  Mr.  Irving  nine,  Mr.  John  Murray  seven  herling 
above  Violetbank  stream.     Mr.  Carrick  had  a  good 
basket,  and  so  had  Mr.  Carruthers  in  the  Flat  water  of 
the  Fish  House.   Mr.  J.  C.  Thexton,  HolmclifE,  killed 
seven  herling  in  the  Fish  House  water  on  Tuesday 
afternoon  with  the  email  fly,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Wright, 
fishing  the  small  fly  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  killed  one 
sea-trout  and  nine  herling  in  the  Howes  pool  and 
Spittal.    Several  good  baskets  of  herling  and  odd 
Eea-trout    were  caught  on   Monday  and  Tuesday 
night  in  Mount  Annan  water.    In  Hoddom  Castle 
portion,  the  sport  was  pretty  good  on  Monday  night 
as  also  on  Tuesday  tvei.ing.    Sir  Robert  Jaedine's 
portion  of  the  Annan,  near  Castlemilk,  has  given  good 
sport  among  herling  this  week,  and  several  nice  catches 
are  reported  from  the  Murraythwaite  section  of  the 
liYii.    The  Bport  has  been  the  best  for  August  for  some 
years,  and  this  is  likely  to  hold  on  in  the  present  low 
waters  until  there  is  a  rise  of  water,  when  the  herling 
will  ascend  to  the  higher  reaches.  The  worm  bait  has 
not  been  so  killing  this  week,  as  the  weather  is  colder, 
and  the  herling  are  not  so  keen  on  the  brandling  when 
the  woather  is  cold. — IlEATHERiiEL;,. 

Spey  (Uorayabire).— The  rod-fishing  on  the  Spey 
has  been  prosecuted  of  late  with  but  a  fair  amount  of 


success,  and  now  that  the  shooting  is  in  full  swing  the 
rod  will  bu  abandoned  for  the  gun  for  a  time.  Fishing 
on  the  Aberlour  House  water  on  Aug.  8,  Captain 
Findlay  killed  a  salmon  which  scaled  201b.  As 
most  of  the  permits  for  Delfar  and  Aikemray 
waters  expire  this  week,  the  trout  anglers  in 
these  districts  will  have  to  content  themselves 
with  burn  fishing.  Trout  have  been  more  plentiful 
on  the  whole  this  season  than  for  the  last  season  or 
two.  Some  good  baskets  of  sea-trout  were  got  when 
they  commenced  to  run,  but  their  stay  on  the  lower  or 
middle  reaches  is,  as  a  rule,  brief ;  they  generally 
make  for  the  higher  reaches  whore  the  pools  are  more 
suitable  for  them,  and  the  waters  freer  from  pollution. 
—J.  M. 

Storr  Loch. — Out  from  the  Royal  Hotel,  Portree, 
on  Aug.  8,  Mr.  Geo.  Prentice  and  Miss  Prentice  had  a 
basket  of  seventeen  trout,  net  weight  7^lb.,  heaviest 
fish  lilb. ;  and  Mr.  Pigon  had  a  basket  of  ten  trout, 
weight  51b.  net,  heaviest  fish  IJlb. — 0.  McLaeen. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Galway). — River  and 
lakes  still  very  low.  Weather  has  been  bright  up  to 
Aug.  9,  with  more  or  less  wind?,  from  then  to  the  12th 
threatening  rain  with  odd  showers,  but  it  has  kept  off 
up  to  the  present.  Fish  still  in  the  sea-pool,  river  too 
low  to  bring  them  up.  During  week,  Dr.  Fenton 
killed  83  sea-trout ;  General  Bsresford,  55 ;  W. 
Pearson,  52;  Mr.  Lloyd,  21;  Sir  A.  Porter,  52; 
W.  W.  Wickham,  34 ;  Dr.  McCarthy,  12 ;  C. 
Alington,  122;  E.  M.  Bvritt,  14;  Mrs.  O.  E.  Part, 
15  ;  O.  E.  Part,  17 ;  Harding  Cox,  42  ;  J.  K.  Forster, 
15 ;  Edmund  Maurice,  66 ;  Captain  Williams,  18 ; 
and  R.  L.  Forster,  14,  and  one  salmon,  71b.  On  the 
12th  Sir  A.  Porter  killed  a  sea-trout,  41b.,  and 
General  Beresford  same  day  one  of  4Jlb.  Total  for 
week,  622  sea-trout  and  one  salmon. — Jim. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — This  river  has  been  in 
good  angling  order  for  the  past  week,  but  there  were 
few  rods  on  any  of  the  stretches.  The  exceptionally 
cold  weather  has  prevented  the  flax  ripening  at  the 
usual  time,  and  none  will  be  ready  for  pulling  before 
Sept.  1.  There  will  yet  be  three  weeks  before  the 
poisonous  water  comes  into  the  rivers  of  Ulster.  Mr. 
W.  H.  Wilson  took  five  salmon  and  grilse  in  three 
days,  ranging  from  61b.  to  21^1b.,  on  the  Caronroe 
section ;  and  Mr.  F.  Dawson  six  salmon  and  grilse, 
41b.,  e^Vo  ,  71b.,  7Jlb.,  81b.,  and  8 Jib.,  on  the  Kilrea 
reach. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  Diatriot.— The  wind  still  prevails 
from  the  north-east,  with  occasional  showers  and  very 
little  heat.  The  evenings  are  cold,  which  spoils  the 
rise  at  that  time.  These  surroundings,  with  rather 
low  streams,  are  not  productive  of  good  sport, 
and  comparatively  few  fish  have  found  their  way 
from  the  dams  or  rivers  to  the  anglers'  creels.  On  a 
local  river  only  the  few  exponents  of  dry  fly  fishing 
creeled  thirteen  trout  up  to  21b.  when  other  methods 
were  ureless,  the  fly  used  being  a  Ginger  Quill.  The 
Nesser  anglers  will  have  a  competition  at  Toome  on 
Aug.  30.— J.  A,  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — River  has  been  almost 
too  high  for  fishing  for  past  few  days,  but  is  now 
settling  into  good  order,  and  sport  should  much 
improve  during  coming  week. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Boyneand  Tributaries  (Drogheda).— The  Boyne 
and  its  tributaries  closed  for  angling  on  Aug.  4. — J.  A.  B. 

County  Down  Rivers. — The  want  of  rain  is 
being  much  felt  on  the  county  Down  rivers,  which  are 
low  and  clear.  The  lower  sections  of  the  Crossgar  are 
fairly  well  tenanted  with  salmon  and  white  trout. 
—J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Ballinderry  is  in 
the  best  of  order,  yet  trout  are  taking  badly  and 
salmon  are  sulky.  The  latter  are  now  all  over  the 
river  as  far  up  as  Ardtrea.  With  the  flax  water  coming 
on  and  the  very  unfavourable  weather  now  being 
experienced  there  is  little  prospect  of  sport  till  the 
second  week  of  September.  These  remarks  apply  to 
the  Blackwater. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— The  fol- 
lowing are  the  particulars  of  the  salmon  captured  on 
the  Erne  during  the  past  week :  Dr.  G.  May  landed 
three  salmon  of  IGlb.,  131b.,  and  91b.;  Mr.  H.  J. 
Johnston  landed  one  salmon  of  14lb. ;  Mr.  G.  H. 
Gisby  landed  one  salmon  of  91b. ;  Mr.  Jos.  Hone 
landed  three  salmon  of  lilb.,  81b.,  and  71b.;  Mr.  H. 
Stanley  Smith,  of  London,  landed  two  salmon  of  161b. 
and  l(3lb. ;  Mr.  NiohoUs,  of  Liverpool,  landed  four 
salmon  of  .301b.,  91b.,  81b.,  and  6lb.  ;  and  Dr.  Pearson 
three  of  101b.,  81b.,  and  61b.— M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Hen  River  (co.  Cork).— Excellent  sport  has  been 
had  during  the  week  with  sea  trout,  which  are  to  be 
seen  in  large  numbers  on  all  parts  of  the  river,  but 
more  especially  near  Skibbereen.  River  was  in  nice 
flood  on  Aag.  9  and  10. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — River  in  high  flood  on  9th  and 
10th  inst.  Sport  should  improve  during  the  coming 
week.  Mr.  J.  Barry  had  two  grilse  on  Lord  Bandon's 
water  on  the  11th. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Louifb.  Corrib. — Trout  still  very  shy  at  rising 
either  to  artificial  or  natural  fly,  but  there  are  signs 
of  improvement.    Mr.  Gascoigne  again  caught  the 


best  trout  during  the  last  fortnight — namely,  a  beauty 
of  41b.  on  the  "dap."  A  fisherman,  named  Curly, 
killed  a  fine  pike,  which  weighed  30jjlb.,  on  Aug.  3, 
and  on  Aug.  1  killed  two  pike  weighing  over  401b. — • 
S.  B.  D. 

Loughs  Croaeh  and  Manfin  (Dunkineely). — 

Anglers  fishing  these  lakes  from  Hill's  Hotel,  Dun- 
kinelly,  had  good  sport  during  the  week.  On  Aug.  8 
Mr.  Carter  had  nine  trout,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Etches,  Birming- 
ham, eight  trout,  4lb.  On  Aug.  9  Mr.  Carter  had  ^'i^lh. 
brown  trout,  Mr.  Etches  4ilb.  -G.  B.  H. 

Lough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry)-— 
Sport  has  not  improved  on  Lough  Currane,  where  the 
baskets  of  sea-trout  had  last  week  contained  on  an 
average  only  about  four  fish  daily.  The  best  basket 
was  one  of  seven,  but  there  were  several  takes  of 
half  a  dozen.  The  prospects  are  brighter  at  time  of 
writing,  as  the  weather  has  become  more  favourable 
from  an  angling  point  of  view.  From  a  dozen  to 
seventeen  boats  have  been  out,  and  to  give  any- 
thing like  a  full  list  would  occupy  more 
space  than  coull  possibly  be  allotted  to  me,  and 
would  also,  perhaps,  be  uninteresting.  Matters  are 
brightening  up  a  good  deal  on  the  Upper  lakes,  where 
sea-trout  are  now  giving  fair  or  average  sport.  Takes 
of  a  dozen  fish  were  easily  had.  Though  sei-trout  are 
very  numerous  in  the  tidal  section  of  the  Inny,  none 
have  pushed  up  recently,  owing  to  low  water.  The 
Cummeragh  holds  a  large  supply  of  sea-trout,  but  it  is 
too  low  for  successful  angling. — T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur). — Excellent 
fishing  presently,  and  weather  favourable.  Largest 
basket  on  the  fly  by  Mr.  Belfleld  on  Tuesday  (Aug.  12), 
seven  trout,  weighing  111b. ;  largest  pike  by  Mr. 
Chandler,  201b.  Mr.  Belfleld  has  paid  Mask  a  second 
visit  in  order  to  break  the  record  pike — by  getting  a 
larger  one  than  351b. — I.  O'J. 

Lough  IVIelvin. — Some  fine  catches  of  trout  were 
made  during  the  last  week,  and  the  anglers  out  from 
Garrison,  Belleek,  Ballyshannon,  Bundoran,  and  Kin- 
lough  all  had  fair  sport  amongst  the  gillarooe  trout 
and  brown  trout,  several  of  the  baskets  of  trout  taken 
weighing  from  81b.  to  131b.  Mr.  J.  Crawford  landed 
eighty-seven  gillarooes  and  brown  trout  during  the 
past  week,  weighing  in  all  48Jlb. ;  Mr.  H.  Mahon  took 
a  fine  trout  (Salmo  fcrox)  of  6.Jlb.  (trolling)  on  the 
11th,  and  Mr.  G.  Kelly  took  two  brown  trout  of  3Jlb. 
and  2Jlb.  and  a  gillarooe  2Jlb.  on  the  91b.  Messrs. 
W.  G.  Kirkpatrick,  H.  Colegrave,  Curran,  Crawford, 
Cummins,  etc.  were  amongst  the  most  successful 
anglers  during  the  past  week. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Bloume  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— The 
Mourne  is  running  down  clear,  and  consequently 
fishing  is  dull.  A  good  flood  is  wanted.  Flax  pulling 
has  commenced  in  this  country.  A  heavy  flood  in 
another  fortnight  or  so  would  minimise  the  effects  of 
this  deadly  stuff.  Up  to  date  about  eighty  salmon 
have  been  killed  here. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina). — Water  in  good  order,  with  south 
winds  ;  all  the  pools  stocked  with  fish.  There  were  a 
good  many  fish  killed  during  the  week,  some  of  the 
rods  having  got  two  each.  Fishing  on  the  different 
loughs  is  fair,  and  trout-fishers  on  the  lower  reachea 
are  having  good  sport  spinning. — John  Devebs. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Dull,  heavy  weather  for  the  past  week  has 
prevented  fish  from  taking  well.  Mr.  J.  H.  Caless, 
four  grilse,  23lb. ;  Mr.  Bannertyne,  four  grilse,  261b.  ; 
Mr.  Temple,  seven  grilse,  511b. ;  Mr.  Perry,  nine  grilse, 
601b.  ;  Mr.  Bossel,  nine  grilse,  631b.  Sea-trout  anglers 
are  doing  fairly  well  in  the  lower  part  of  the  river. 
Captain  Bloss  Lynch  had  the  best  bag  for  one  day, 
seventeen  trout,  15lb.  Anglers  on  the  loughs  are 
doing  well ;  largest  trout  with  the  fly,  5Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Merrick  and  friend  had  thirteen  jack,  1501b.,  largest, 
29Jlb. — Pat  Hbaenes. 

Oiley  River  (Dunkineely). — Moderate  sport  haii 
been  had  on  this  river  during  the  week.  Prospects  at 
time  of  writing  are  much  improved,  rain  having  fallen 
last  night.  Mr.  Yates  landed  three  sea-trout,  largest 
lib.  ;  Mr.  O'Donnell  one  sea-trout,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Wray 
three  sea-trout,  lib  ,  IJlb.,  If  lb.  Good  sport  is  ex- 
pected, as  this  river  is  now  well  stocked  with  salmon 
and  sea-trout. — G.  B.  H. 

Owenea  (Ardara,  co.  Donegal). — On  Aug.  7, 
forty  brown  trout,  161b. ;  on  8th,  thirty-four  brown 
trout,  121b. ;  on  9th,  twenty-tight  brown  trout,  91b.; 
on  10th,  thirty-six  sea-trout,  181b.,  and  one  salmon, 
lOJlb.,  were  taken  by  Messrs.  Riynor,  Crane,  and 
Withcrow  on  the  Owenea  river.  The  first-mentioned 
three  days  they  fished  on  Lough  Free,  Lough  Aderry, 
and  Lough  Arvi  Nial. — Neil  McNelis. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).  —  A 
plaugue  upon  the  low  water  !  It  has  killed  sport  this 
week  again,  only  one  salmon,  121b.,  and  a  grilse  or 
two  having  been  taken.  With  a  rise  in  the  river 
things  would  be  different,  as  fish  are  still  running  up 
from  Limerick  and  othor  sections. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Mullingar).  —  Since  the 
Green  Drake  began  to  rise  upon  these  lakes  in  the 
month  of  May  last,  there  has  been  a  steady  supply 
ever  since,  especially  on  Lough  Ennell,  and  the  flies 
come  up  very  freely  in  the  evening.  Dapping,  however, 
has  been  but  rarely  followed  except  by  the  professional 
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fishermen,  some  of  whom  resort  to  it  when  they  find 
it  inconvenient  to  use  the  otter.  Some  good  fish  have 
been  taken  occasionally,  and  any  person'  who  would 
fish  solely  for  love  of  the  sport  would  not  be  often 
disappointed.  Two  daddy-long-legs  and  Green  Drake 
make  an  excellent  dap,  and  which  is  seldom  refused 
by.  a  rising  trout.  Shooting  has  now  taken  the  place  of 
fishing,  and  the  duck  and  grouse  will  engross  nearly 
all  our  attention. — T.  J.  W. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brigliton. — The  sea  has  been  comparatively  calm 
during  the  past  two  or  three  days,  and  a  few  boat 
anglers  have  been  off  (about  a  mile  from  the  Kemptown 
shore).  It  is  too  early  for  silver  whiting,  but  whiting, 
pout,  and  flat-fish  may  be  taken. — H. 

Deal. — Although  the  weather  has  been  very  un- 
settled lately  and  somewhat  unpleasant  at  times  for 
visitors,  it  appears  to  have  brought  early  fishing  and 
all  appearance  of  the  commencement  of  the  fishing 
season.  Mr.  Sam  Marsh,  Fulham  Green,  and  frieud, 
came  over  from  Margate  on  Monday,  Aug.  11,  put  out 
at  one  o'clock  and  landed  at  four  with  thirteen 
codling,  the  heaviest  weighing  41b.  14oz.,  one  good 
plaice,  and  two  small  eels.  Mr.  J.  Sparke,  of  Glencail, 
fishing  with  G.  Baker,  jun.,  on  Tuesday,  Aug.  12, 
took  fourteen  large  plaice,  twelve  codling,  and  two 
large  whitings,  the  heaviest  catch  of  the  present 
season.  Myself  out  same  day  for  a  short  time  with 
Mr.  Tom  Grant  and  brother  took  nine  codling  and 
two  pout,  while  boats  have  landed  from  the  bay  good 
numbers  of  flat-fish  and  few  whitings.  To-day 
(Wednesday,  Aug.  13)  fishing  improved  ;  one  local 
fisherman  landed  this  morning  with  thiity  codling, 
two  of  them  beauties.  I  shall  not  be  surprised  to  see 
better  fishing  with  the  spring  tides  week  end  and  next 
week. — Edwabd  Hanger  (Agent  B.S.A.S.),  Napier, 
Beach- street. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The  opening  day  of  the  present 
week  yielded  some  fine  sport  to  a  few  early  anglers, 
Mr.  Baker  making  a  total  of  twenty-two  codling,  two 
dabs,  and  two  nurse-dogs — quite  a  novelty  in  the  way 
of  recent  sport.  Mr.  Waddell  reached  a  total  of 
thirteen,  and  several  others  made  smaller  catches. 
Monday  proved  a  very  disappointing  day,  although 
weather  and  water  were  all  that  could  be  desired,  and 
the  day's  results  were  anything  but  good.  Some  few  rods 
met  with  fair  success  on  Tuesday  morning,  but  the  latter 
part  of  the  day  saw  scarcely  anything  caught.  With 
slightly  improved  conditions  of  weather  on  Wednesday 
matters  proved  lively  for  a  few  members,  Mr.  S.  T. 
Sloan  taking  premier  honour  with  a  nice  catch  of 
codling,  the  heaviest  fish  scaling  31b.  lOoz.  Pollack 
fishing  has  proved  quite  unproductive,  although 
several  skilful  anglers  have  daily  tried  their  best  to 
secure  a  few  of  them. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S). 

Dvinkineely  (co.  Donegal). — Excellent  sport  is 
being  had  here.  Pollock,  mackerel,  haddock,  whiting, 
&c.,  in  abundance. — G.  B.  H. 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards.— Westerly  wind, 
water  in  fair  condition.  Gojd  sport  ought  to  be  had 
during  the  next  few  days.  Weeveis  are  giving 
excellent  sport.  Some  good  dabs,  average  Jib.,  have 
been  had  from  boats.  Mr.  Watts  from  harbour  had  a 
nice  conger  weighing  41b.  lOoz  — A. 

Zaittlehampton. — A  splendid  lot  of  bass,  flat-fish, 
etc.,  have  been  caught,  fishing  from  the  shore  between 
Norfolk-road  and  Convalescent  Home,  by  Messrs. 
Clarence  Scott,  W.  J.  Sutherland,  J.  Laffitte  and 
others.  Lugworm  the  best  bait  for  this  shore  fishing, 
and  a  moderate  breeze  preferable  from  any  part  of 
compass  but  N.W. — Lobster. 

Plymouth.. — The  sound  and  estuaries  are  full  of 
pollack,  and  scores  of  boats  can  be  seen  daily  after 
them.  The  fish  have  not  been  so  large  inside  the  bay 
as  they  have  outside.  On  several  evenings  last  week 
large  numbers  of  these  fish  were  being  taken  on  rods 
from  ofi  the  Barbican  Pier  ;  the  largest,  however,  were 
caught  between  the  Bame  und  Penlee  and  the  back  of 
the  Mewstone,  and  some  fair-sized  ones  were  caught 
by  a  Stonehouse  fisherman  casting  with  a  rod  at  the 
back  of  the  island.  There  is  also  plenty  of  sport  to  be 
obtained  from  the  various  piers. — William  Heabdeb 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Kamsgate. — The  boat  fishing  in  the  bay  towards 
Pegwell  has  been  fairly  good  this  week,  codling  and 
pouting  being  plentiful,  but  dabs  and  plaice  are  de- 
cidedly scarce.  Of  the  latter  the  few  that  have  been 
landed  were  extremely  good.  Codling  and  a  few  bass 
have  boon  taken  from  the  Marina.  Smelts  have  re- 
turned and  a  few  good  eels  have  been  taken  in  the 
outer  Harbour.  Wind  westerly  ;  mornings  very  cold. 
—  Obey  MuLr.EXT. 

Scarborough.— Silver  whiting,  gurnard,  and  flat- 
fish are  fairly  abundant  in  the  bay.  Mackerel  have 
come  in,  and  afford  splendid  sport  to  boat  anglers  who 
Use  a  rod  and  fine  tactic  (two  or  three  yards  of  salmon 
gut  and  a  small  lead.)  No  use  attempting  to  catch 
mackerel  on  an  ordinary  chop-stick  line.  The  herring 
fleet  has  arrived,  and  prices  rule  rather  high. — H, 

Weymouth. — Fishmg  here  is  looking  up  a  bit, 
although  the  weather  is  somewhat  unsettled.  About 


23,000  mackerel  have  been  lakpn  at  Wyke  during  the 
past  two  or  three  days ;  a  good  many  have  also  been 
taken  in  West  Bay.  In  our  own  bay  a  good  many 
have  hem  taken  on  hook  and  line.  Pout  and  pollack 
are  now  feeding  a  bit  better.  Several  very  fine  bass 
have  been  taken  in  the  harbour.  On  Friday,  8th  inst., 
I  got  hold  of  a  good  one  on  Westham  Bridge,  but  he 
smashed  me  up.  Mullet  are  now  being  taken  in  the 
Backwater  with  worm  ;  a  nice  lot  were  caught  there 
this  morning.  Weather  is  gloomy  just  now — it  has 
rainsd  several  times  to-day ;  wind  westerly.  — 
A.  G.  Rowell. 


Ilssoctalions 

(Special  Mbbxingb). 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

On  Friday,  the  8th,  the  committee  met.  Usual 
business.  Grants  were  made  of  £22  by  4  grants. 
Secretaries  of  societies  are  requested  to  send  in  their 
lists,  some  of  which  are  very  late.  Next  meeting, 
Aug.  22,  when  I  hope  to  see  every  member  of  the 
committee  present. — S.  Malby. 

ANGLERS'  A8SO0IATION- 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  August  18th,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  F.  A. 
Gray,  the  hon.  sec.  Challenge  Shield  and  Anglers' 
Association  Club  Championship  Competition,  has 
promised  to  have  the  shield  on  exhibition  at 
the  meeting.  I  would  also  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  entries  for  the  competition  close  on  Thurs- 
day, August  28th,  and  should  be  addressed  to 
the  hon.  sec,  29,  Lansdown  Road,  Tottenham.  The 
draw  for  the  first  round  of  the  competition  takes  place 
at  the  "  Blue  Anchor,"  Chance  Street,  Shoreditch, 
on  Saturday,  30th  inst.,  at  9  o'clock  ;  anglers  in- 
terested will  be  heartily  welcomed. — R.  G.  Wood- 
ruff. 

CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON  ANGLING 
CLUBS— 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  was  held 
at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel  on  Monday  last — Mr. 
Medcalf,  president,  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  W.  H. 
Elsmore  vice-chairman.  Included  in  the  cor- 
respondence read  was  a  letter  of  thanks  for  the 
donation  of  ten  guineas  voted  at  the  last  meeting, 
and  duly  sent  to  Mr.  H.  W.  Higgins,  honorary  secre- 
tary of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society. 
The  recent  netting  of  Barnes  Reservoir,  when  up- 
wards of  three  tons  of  fish  were  turned  into  the 
Thames,  was  referred  to  by  Mr.  Elsmore,  and  it 
was  unanimously  resolved  to  offer  the  sincere  thanks 
of  the  delegates  to  the  committee  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society  for  their  splendid  and 
successful  efforts  to  restock  the  Thames.  Several 
old-established  cluba  applied  for  enrolment,  and 
were  duly  accepted,  the  secretary  reporting  an 
exceptionally  large  increase  in  the  issue  of  tickets  ; 
while  on  the  question  of  railway  concessions  it  was 
suggested  that  it  might  be  worth  while  applying  for 
the  incorporation  of  sea  fishing  facilities,  seeing 
that  the  dwindling  numbers  of  the  British  fea 
anglers  had  compelled  them  to  add  fresh  water 
fishing  to  their  programme.  Mr.  Elsmore  reported 
having  audited  the  accounts  of  the  Anglers'  Benevo- 
lent Society,  and  that  the  affairs  were  generally  in 
a  very  unsatisfactory  state  ;  he  hoped  in  future  the 
committee  would  treat  the  auditors  with  a  little 
more  courtesy  when  they  attended  to  personally 
report.  It  appeared  from  the  reports  of  the  Cen- 
tral's fisheries  that  exceptionally  good  sport  had 
been  enjoyed  by  many.  IPlenty  of  specimen  bream, 
perch,  and  roach — many  of  the  latter  up  to  21b. ; 
heaviest  fish  21b.  2oz.  It  is  proposed  to  hold  another 
Central  competition,  and  there  is  already  a  promise 
of  one  silver  cup  by  Mr.  Levein  ;  the  committee 
being  asked  to  consider  and  report  later.  The  usual 
votes  of  thanks  were  accorded  the  chairman,  etc. 
All  letters  to  be  sent  to  the  secretary,  6,  Priter 
Road,  London,  S.E. 

British  Sua  Anglers'  Society — 

For  the  last  time  this  society  held  its  weekly 
meeting  at  Prascati's  last  Wednesday — Dr.  Patter- 
son in  the  chair,  who  announced  that  their  next 
meeting  would  be  held  in  the  society's  new  premises, 
4,  Fetter  Lane,  on  Wednesday,  August  20,  at  8  p.m. 
The  announcement  was  received  by  the  members 
present  with  much  satisfaction  ;  and  bye-laws  regu- 
lating the  new  headquarters,  read  a  first  time  at 
the  last  meeting,  were  unanimously  confirmed. 
Reports  were  read  from  the  society's  agents  at 
Ramsgate,  Deal,  Southwick,  East  Looe,  Penzance, 
Ilfracombe,  and  Port  Erin  and  Ballycotton ;  and 
Hpecial  written  reports  of  considerable  interest  from 
the  following  members  :  Mr.  J.  A.  Woodfield,  fish- 
ing at  Brighton,  T.  Cato  Worsfold,  Eastbourne, 
Jn.  J.  Green,  Aberffraw,  G.  Herbert,  Deal,  T.  B. 
Bates,  Penzance  -all  stating  that  the  season  was 
opening  well.  Mr.  T.  Roberts  reported  -fishing  at 
Margate,  taking  22  dabs,  12  of   which  weighed 


111b.  2oz.,  a  big  dog-fish,  lobster  lib  14o7,.,  and  cod- 
ling up  to  2lb.  6oz. — one  of  6Jlb.  being  taken  by 
another  boat.  Dr.  Patterson  fishing  at  Littlehamp- 
ton  had  taken  good  mullet  at  the  harbour  mouth, 
Mr.  Minchen,  good  takes  of  flat  fish  at  Dungeness. 
Mr.  Sexton,  pollack  at  Deal.  Mr.  T.  B.  Bates  at 
Penzanc3  had  eight  pollack  to  his  owq  rod,  three 
over  101b.,  others  8  and  91b.,  and  a  specimen  John 
Dory  4ilb. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society— 

Mr.  T.  W.  Maynard  presided  at  the  meeting  on 
Tuesday  last,  when  some  nice  bream  were  exhibited, 
and  many  reports  of  successful  fishings  made— 
amongst  them,  Mr,  John  Warne,  from  the  Ouse, 
Eome  50  odd  roach,  and  42  bream,  the  latter  up  to 
41b  2oz.  On  the  Monday  following,  a  further 
catch  of  many  roach  and  14  bream — one  of  41b  7oz, 
and  three  over  31b.,  the  rest  good  fish,  and  taken  on 
fine  tackle.  Mr.  Posbrooke  reported  perch,  bream 
and  roach ;  Mr.  Williams  trout  and  perch  ;  Mr. 
Bentley,  jack  ;  Mr.  Majnard  (fishing  at  Worthing), 
good  sea-bream  and  whiting-pout.  Mr.  Taylor  also 
taking  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon,  and  on  another 
occasion  (at  Shepperton)  bream  and  perch.  Copies 
of  the  programme  of  meetings  and  outings  for  the 
next  six  months  were  distributed  to  members  pre- 
sent, and  arrangements  made  for  further  outings. 
On  this  occasion,  the  usual  toast  of  the  society  was 
preceded  by  that  of  "  The  King,"  which,  proposed  by 
the  chairman,  was  received  with  great  enthusiasm. 
A  well-deserved  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
terminated  the  proceedings. 

Gbesham  Anqlikq  Society — 

There  was  a  good  attendance  of  members  on 
Tuesday  evening,  when  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  presided. 
Every  member  had  been  away  fishing  since  the 
previous  meeting  of  the  society,  and  the  following 
were  the  most  notable  of  those  who  were  successful : 
— Mr.  Davies,  good  mackerel,  fishing  ofi  the  coast  of 
Devonshire,  and  roach  from  the  society's  water  at 
Chesham  ;  Mr.  Emery,  roach  from  the  Windrush  and 
some  roach  from  the  Lea ;  Mr.  Reed,  some  two  and  a- 
half  dozen  flat-fish  (small)  from  Leigh,  and  perch  from 
the  Kennet  up  to  IJlb.  and  one  trout;  Mr. 
Chasteney,  chub  with  the  fly  and  a  trout  of 
21b.  2oz.  from  Chesham ;  Mr.  Saunders,  a  trout 
of  21b.  IJoz.  from  Chesham.  Mr.  Lund,  roach 
from  Kelvedon  of  about  Jib.  each.  Mr.  Hayward 
had  visited  the  Suffolk  Stour  and  fished  a  stretch  of 
the  river,  taking  some  good  roach.  The  members 
have  permission  to  fish  this  water  from  Mr.  Gairder 
on  application  to  myself.  Mr.  Eldred  had  fish  of 
21b.  loz.,  21b.,  14J  inches,  and  over  one  pound  from 
Chesham ;  chub  from  the  Lea,  and  dace  and  roach 
from  Kelvedon.  Mr.  Connellan,  from  Hertford- 
shire, dace  up  to  12  inches  in  length  and  fish  from  I 
Newhaven,  which  ran  very  small.  Mr.  Salmond  ' 
perch  from  the  Kennet.  Mr.  Gray  also  perch  and  ', 
roach  from  the  Stour.  Mr,  Norman  a  large 
number  of  flat  fish  from  Newhaven  which  ran  small. 
Tho  chairman  'had  a  few  days  on  the  Kennet, 
taking  roach  and  dace,  and  from  Chesham  had  a 
brace  of  trout  weighing  21b.  and  lib.  12oz.  Oq 
Saturday  (to-dav)  instruction  will  be  given  in  fly- 
casting  at  Chesham,  to  those  who  may  happen  to 
desire  it. — J.  H.  Walkbe,  Hon.  Sec. 
Highbury  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  presided  over  a  full  meeting  on 
Aug.  13.  Many  important  alterations  in  the  rules 
were  passed,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  this  society 
has  now  rented  between  two  and  three  miles  of  what 
is  probably  the  best  water  for  pike  and  roach  in 
England.  The  matter  of  the  Anglers'  Association 
Trophy  was  reopened,  and  as  our  members  were 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  A. A.  fully  merited 
the  undivided  support  of  every  London  club  it  was 
decided  to  enter,  but  our  team  will  only  retain  fish 
above  the  club  standard.  Since  last  report  good 
sport  has  been  enjoyed,  Mr.  J.  Potter  taking  several  i 
roach  over  lib.  ;  Mr.  S.  Stone,  roach,  dace,  and  chub 
(the  dace  up  to  lOoz.)  ;  Mr.  H.  Dunn,  roach  and  daoe  | 
(the  latter  up  to  13oz.).  ;  all  the  above  were  from 
the  club's  fishery.  Mr.  Norman  has  weighed  in 
good  perch,  roach,  and  chub  ;  Mr.  H.  Dunn,  23Jlb. 
of  bream ;  Mr.  G.  Westrup,  361b.  of  bream  and 
roach  ;  Mr.  T.  A.  Saunders,  a  barbel  of  61b.  14oz. ; 
and  Mr.  G.  Rayner,  some  grand  Lea  bream  (best 
brace,  61b.  3az.  and  51b.  3oz.).— G.  W. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  follovring  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  66, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

12,200.  Charles  Henry  Osmond  and  Henry  Isaacs, 
Chancery-lane.  Improvements  relating  tc 
artificial  bait. 
12,828.  W.  Humphries,  Arrow  and  Avon  Works 
Studley,  Warwickshire.  An  improved  sh)( 
for  attaching  on  rods  for  angling  and  otbe 
purposes. 
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TORTOISE-SHELL 


Established 
1790. 


MIXTURE 

All  that  a  Perfect  Pipe  Tobacco  should  be. 


lb.  Tins, 
1/8. 


W.  A.  &  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN,  Ipswich,  London,  and  Norwich. 


THE   CHESS   RIVER  TROUT  FARM. 


BROWN  TROUT  &  RAINBOW  TROUT. 

Bookings  are  Now  being  taken  for  the  AUTUMN  DELIVERY. 
For  Prices  and  advice,  apply  to  A.  R.  PEART,  CHORLEY  WOOD,  HERTS. 


NOW  READY. 


Sixth  Edition,  revised  to  date, 
crown  8vo.,  3s.  6d. 

HOW  AND 
WHERE  TO  FISH 
IN  IRELAND 

By    HI  REGAN. 

}VUh  Map  and  nummnu  Text  Itttutration*. 


In  this  book  is  given  such  advice  as  may  enable 
visitors  to  Ireland  to  reach  fishing  quarters  and  kill 
flsh  in  a  sporting  way  with  fly,  prawn,  minnow, 
worms,  <$rc.  In  speaking  of  hotels,  conveyances, 
accommodation,  routes,  and  means  of  getting  per- 
mission to  fish,  the  author  has  consulted  the  latest 
and  all  available  authorities,  and  can  confidently 
say  that  during  the  few  months  of  my  absence  from 
Ireland  but  little  change  has  been  made  in  these 
matters. 


LOHDOH  :   SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  LIMITBD. 


THE  SPECKLED 
BROOK  TROUT 

Edited  and  Illustrated  by 

LOUIS  RHEAD. 
16/-  net. 


LONDOS  : 

Sampson  Low, Maeston  &  CoMPANrXtd 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.G. 


KEATINC'S 
POWDER 
KILLS 


BUGS 
FLEAS 
FLIES 
BEETLES 


TlNS3d.6d.ls-6ELL0WS  9d 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  recommended  to 
ANGLERS 

BV  TilE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 


CISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbin  for  n.shing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALK  FKOM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


THE 

Indian  Sporting  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST  AND 

BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

clucl'latks  thkoi.ohout  india,  ceylon, 
15iji;mah  and  Assam. 

The  Only  Sporting  Paper  in  Western  India. 

Covers  every  Inandi  of  Indian  Sports,  aiitl  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 

K0K.\I8  A  UNIQUE  AUVERTISIN(J  MEDIUM 
FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 

Pulflished  every  Sunday.    Siilwcriptlon  16«.  per 
annum.    Single  copies,  7d.,  post  free. 

Printed  and  Published  at  Timk.s  of  India  Press, 
Boml)ay. 

LONDON  OFFICE  :  121,  FLEET  .HTKEET,  E.C. 


BENETFINK 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 

TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/-  per  doz. 

A  SPECIALITY. 

CHUB,  LOCH  and  SEA  TROUT  FLIES,  1/6  per  doz. 
SALMON  FLIES  (tied  to  order),  1/-  to  1/6  each. 


7/- 
9/- 


QREENHEART  ROD,  11  ft.  (3  joints),  balanced  butt 
QREENHEART  CYCLE  ROD,  9  ft.  (5  joints) . . 
SPLIT  CANE  ROD,  10  ft.  (3  joints),  2  tops,  Cork  Grip, 

grooved  wood  case,  in  bag  complete..         ..         ..  11/6 

BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED 

QREENHEART    FLY  ROD,   2   tops,  top  case, 
Snake  Rings,  Universal  Winch  Fittings,  lo  ft., 
II  ft.  or  12  ft.  . . 
BEST   ENGLISH   MADE   SPLIT  CANE  FLY  ROD, 

2  tops,  top  case,  serrated  ferrules,  spiral  lock  joints, 

Cork  Grip,  10  ft.,  11  ft.  or  12  ft  

If  with  Steel  Centre     . .        . .        . .        . .  extra 

N.B. — All  Rods  are  priced  complete  with  Bags. 


21/- 


75/- 
20/- 


WADINQ  NETS,  with  clip,  from  5/6  each  complete. 
FINE,    NATURAL,    MEDIUM   and   STRONG  CASTS, 
3  yds.,  6d.,  8d.  and  9d.  each. 
"HERCULES"  CASTS,  all  sizes,  8d.  each. 


Mention  "Fishing'  Gazette." 


CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.C 


Px>ice  2s.  6d.  ne^. 


SECOND  EDITION  NEAKLY  READY. 

Grayling  Fishing  in  South  Country  Streams 

By  H.  A.  ROLT, 

Assistant  Secretary,  Piscatorial  Society,  Contributor  to  the  "  Field," 
"  Fishing  Gazette,"  &c. 

London:   SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  AND  COMPANY,  Limited, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 


For  FISHING  NETS  of 
every  description, 

ALSO 

CORACLES, 

TRY 

ALFRED  MORRIS, 

!tl  and  lila,  J<'ranlcwell,  Shrewsburi/, 


A.  FORD, 

108,  Bloomsbury  St.,  Birmingham, 

TAXIDERMIST,  &c. 

Birds,  Animals,  and  Fish  Preserved  and  Mounted. 
Horns,  Hoofs,  and  Skins  Dressed  and  Hoanted, 
Thoroughly  reliable  work  only. 

Mr.  BOQAKRDK  (the  well  known  Ti-aveller) 
writes  :—"  Your  work  is  excellent.  The  best  I 
have  ever  seen." 
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"  The  best  doctor  is  the  one  you  run  for  .  . 
who  can't  be  found.'" — Dideeot. 


and 


I  HEAB  from  Mr.  R.  J.  0.  Cawse,  the  chairman 
of  the  Wimbledon  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tourna- 
ment, that  in  consequence  of  so  few  entries  the 
event  which  should  have  taken  place  on  Wed- 
nesday, Aug.  13,  has  been  postponed.  It  was 
my  good  fortune  to  view  the  splendid  prizes 
to  the  value  of  close  upon  £40,  and  more  prizes  are 
promised.  It  is  probable  that  the  competition  will 
take  place  in  May  or  June,  1903.  Further  particulars 
will  be  shortly  announced.  It  is  due  to  Mr.  Cawse, 
Mr.  Newham,  and  others  to  say  that  they  did  their 
level  best  to  bring  about  a  successful  event,  and  I  am 
quite  certain  that  now  the  Coronation  and  Bank 
Holidays  are  over  the  Wimbledon  Tournament  of  1903 
will  be  a  big  affair. 


Change  of  Headquarters  ahd  Office  op  thb 
British  Sea-Anglers'  Society. 

The  continued  progress  and  development  of  the 
society  have  for  some  time  past  rendered  desirable  an 
alteration  in  the  arrangements  under  which  the 
weekly  meetings  have  hitherto  been  held,  and  the 
acquisition  of  headquarters  of  a  more  permanent 
character,  with  a  view  to  the  formation  of  a  long- 
needed  library  and  museum.  An  opportunity  has 
presented  itself  of  acquiring,  upon  favourable  terms, 
the  tenancy  of  convenient  and  suitable  premises  for 
the  objects  in  view  at  No.  4,  Fetter-lane  (three  doors 
from  Fleet-street).  The  committee  are  pleased  to 
announce  that  they  have  taken  the  first  floor  at  that 
address  on  behalf  of  the  society. 

•  *  •  •  * 

As  the  premises  now  acquired  are  large  enough  to 
admit  of  the  transaction  of  all  the  business  of  the 
society,  the  office  will  be  transferred  to  the  new  address 
on  Aug.  18,  and  the  weekly  meetings  will  be  held 
there  on  and  after  Wednesday,  Aug.  20.  The  com- 
mittee have  pleasure  in  stating  that  they  have  made 
such  arrangements  as  will  enable  them  to  supply 
refreshments  to  members  on  the  weekly  meeting  nights. 
The  committee  will  be  glad  to  receive  contributions 
of  books,  charts,  etc.,  for  the  library,  and  suitable 
specimens  for  the  museum.  The  new  headquarters 
will  be  formally  opened  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  1,  when 
presentation  of  the  "  Sarcelle "  Cup  and  specimen 
fish  prize  medals  will  be  made. 


Hope  in  my  heart,  health  in  the  air, 
The  freshness  of  morning  everywhere. 
Pleasure  before,  and  care  behind, 
I  tramp  to  the  river  with  gleesome  mind. 
And  with  brotherly  love  to  all  mankind ! 
And  the  tramp  of  my  eager  feet  doth  say, 
I  wonder,  I  wonder,  what  luck  to-day  I 

Fear  begone  I  and  away  with  doubt  I 

The  river,  I  know,  is  full  of  trout ; 

Do  ye  say  "  Yon  cloud  may  blacken  the  sky. 

Or  weeds  may  come  down,  or — pigs  may  fly  ?  ' 

I'm  ready  for  all,  and  what  care  I  ? 

And  the  tramp  of  my  eager  feet  doth  say, 

I  wonder,  I  wonder,  what  luck  to-day  1 

— OoTSWOLD  ISYS  in  "  Lyra  Piscatoria.' 


Few  oyster-dealers  are  aware  that  oyster  shells  are 
one  of  the  special  badges  of  St.  James,  and  that  the 
origin  of  the  custom  of  poor  children  building  grottoes 
and  decorating  them  with  candles  on  Aug.  5  is  not 
so  much  to  remind  people  of  the  opening  of  the  oyster 
season  as  a  survival  of  a  religious  custom.  But, 
according  to  Good  Words,  such  was  the  case.  The 
pilgrims  to  the  shrine  of  St.  James,  at  Compostella, 
Spain,  used  tj  leave  oyster  shells  as  mementoes  of 
their  pilgrimage,  and  on  festival  days  these  mounds 
used  to  be  decorated  with  candles.  Hence  the  custom 
of  building  decorated  grottoes  of  oyster  shells.  The 
belief  that  "  whoever  eats  oysters  on  St.  James's  Day 
will  never  want  money  "  naturally  followed.  Atten- 
tion to  his  special  badge  might  be  expected  to  secure 
the  favour  of  St.  James,  and  reward  would  follow. 


Mr.  J.Hutcuinson,  of  Darlington,  writes  : — "  While 
spinning  a  minnow  in  the  Tees  near  here  on  Saturday 
last,  I  hooked  a  trout  which  broke  away  through 
fouling  something  in  the  water,  the  gut  parting  at  the 
head  of  the  spinning  flight.  About  twenty  minutes 
later,  and  between  200  and  300  yards  lower  down,  I 
hooked  and  landed  a  trout  on  precisely  similar  minnow 
and  tackle.  In  its  mouth  at  tlie  angle  of  the  jaw  was 
fixed  one  of  the  triangles  of  the  lost  ilight,  and  the 
minnow  was  dangling  outside.  One  of  the  triangles 
of  the  second  flight  on  which  the  fish  was  hooked  was 
inside  the  mouth,  fast  both  top  and  bottom,  sewing  the 
mouth  up,  showing  that  the  Lish  had  taken  it  fairly. 
The  trout  was  over  ^Ib.  in  weight,  and  in  good 
condition." 


Mr.  Edward  Collinson,  the  hon.  secretary  of  the 
St.  Ives  Angling  Society,  Hunts,  writes : — "  River 
exceedingly  bright,  consequently  the  fishing  is  very 
moderate.  I  had  on  Saturday  (Aug.  9)  one  roach 
(lib.  5.ioz.)  and  one  rudd  (21b.),  weighed  in  by  two 
members  of  this  club  who  still  continue  their  sub- 
scriptions to  its  funds  despite  the  many  attempts  so 
vainly  and  treacherously  made  to  induce  them 
not  to  do  so ;  but,  my  dear  Dragnet,  they  are  good 
anglers  and  consequently  men.  A  general  rain  is  the 
thing  that  is  wanted  to  improve  matters  piscatorially, 
and  to  those  at  a  distance  from  the  Ouse  who  are 
thinking  of  coming  to  get  good  sport,  as  some  report 
there  is  to  be  had,  I  say  distinctly  don't,  for  it  is  only 
a  waste  of  time,  money,  and  patience.  You  can 
'  hurry  up  '  smart  after  the  rain  has  been  general,  and 
then,  but  not  till  then,  is  there  any  chance  of  certain 
sport," 

On  Wednesday  last  the  members  of  the  Victory 
(Walsall)  Social  Angling  Society  held  their  first  annual 
supper  at  headquarters,  the  Victory  Inn,  Reed's  Wood. 
There  was  a  good  attendance  of  members  and  friends, 
who  did  ample  justice  to  the  good  things  provided  by 
the  host  and  hostess  (Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Taylor).  After 
the  cloths  were  drawn,  the  evening  was  Fpent  in 
harmony,  etc.  Mr.  J.  J.  Chavasso  (president  of  the 
society)  ofKciated  as  chairman,  Mr.  Chapman  as 
pianist,  assisted  by  Mefsrs.  Titley,  Malpas,  Crooke, 
and  Hollingshead  as  vocalists. 


The  hon.  fee.  of  the  Clapton  Park  Angling  Society 
begs  to  announce  that  the  first  club  outing  will  fake 
place  on  Aug.  23  and  24.  Bottom  fish  only  ;  jack,  tels, 
and  pope  "  barred." 


OUR  F.O.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 


Mr.  a.  Hewes 

Has  been  a  contributor  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  for 
twenty-five  years.  I  have  often  fished  with  him,  and 
sometimes  had  fish,  sometimes  none.  Of  course  fish 
are  not  always  in  the  feeding  humour.  But  should  there 
be  only  half  a  chance  of  catching  them,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  is  the  man.  He  was  horn  on  the  Trent, 
and  is  a  thorough  piscatorial  naturalist.  Of  a  very 
retiring  disposition  I  must  not  say  much  about  him. 
Readers  "  from  the  first  number  "  will  perhaps 
recognise  him  by  some  of  the  various  nojns  de 
Illume  as  "A."  "  M.A."  "Mark,"  "Mateo," 
"  What  Ho  I  "  "  Old  Hand,"  "  0.0  D.",  etc.  I  shall 
not  say  who  christened  him  the  "  O.O.D."  (which 
I  have  heard  means  "  Obstinate  Old  Duffer  "). 
But  anjway  he  is  a  good  all  round  angler, 
a  friend  to  everybody,  and  what  he  does  not  know 
about  fishing  is  not  worth  knowing.  The  portrait  was 
taken  "  syruptitiou'^ly,"  but  as  I  am  going  away  for 
a  week  or  two  I  shall  be  quite  safe  from  an  "  assault 
and  battery."  Anyway,  he  is  one  of  the  best,  and 
hundreds,  perhaps  thousands,  of  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  will  re-echo  this  sentiment. 


Recently  three  Scarborough  fishermen — W.  and 
H.  Sheaden  and  F.  Bayes  —landed  1281  pairs  of  soles 
from  tlieir  cobble.  Mr.  T.  James,  the  hon.  secretary 
of  the  Fishermen's  Institute,  bought  a  fine  pair  and 
sent  it  uniced  in  a  bass  to  the  King,  describing  how 
the  soles  wore  cauglit  by  liook,  on  nine  miles  of  line, 
with  2400  hooks  baited  with  worms.  Sir  Frederic! 
Treves  telegraphed  on  Saturday  from  the  Royal  Yacht 
His  Majesty's  thanks  for  the  fish,  and  Mr.  James  has 
since  received  a  letter  from  Sir  Frederick  eaying  the 
King  had  enjoyed  the  soles  caught  by  Scarborough's 
gallant  fishermen. 


A  coaEESi'ONDBNT  writes  ;  "Dear  Drag., — Can  you 
or  any  sympathetic  old  angler  suffering  from  rheuma- 
tics, acute  lumbago,  and  horrid  pains  in  the  back  — 
that  one  feels  sometimes  as  though  one  were  going  to 
double  down  like  a  willow  withe  in  half  a  gale— give 
ms  a  recipe  that,  if  it  will  not  cure,  will  at  least  give 
relief  ?  I  have  tried  pills,  potions,  powder.^,  medicines 
various,  blisters,  plasters,  and  embrocation  of  H.  P. 
strength,  including  Doan's  backache  pills,  tubes  of 
lithii,  bottles  of  Kissingen,  tinctures,  tabloids,  and 
syrups,  Hunyadi  Janos  and  Friedrichshall  (they  viaij 
be  by-and-bye,  but  I  am  now  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses)— gone  without  what  I  most  like  and  eaten 
what  I  detest.  Result;  If  I  attempt  to  walk  a  mile, 
perhaps  before  I  have  gone  a  quarter  or  even  two  hun- 
dred yards,  I  cry  out,  groan,  grind  my  teeth  in  my 
agony,  and  feel  as  though  someone  was  driving  a 
skewer  through  my  spine.  And  then  people  wonder 
why  you  are  not  nice  and  cheerful  I  "  [Try  eighteen 
grains  of  arsenic  !  You  will  be  entirely  free  from  all 
pains  in  the  back  and  loins,  dimness  of  sight,  etc.] 


"  Dageniiam  Lake,  Essex,  has  been  the  scene  of  an 
exciting  piscatorial  event,  a  large  pike  being  hooked  in 
the  tail  on  roach  tackle.  The  angler  had  no  running 
line,  and  the  capture,  under  the  circumstances,  is  con- 
sidered a  record.  The  pike  weighed  181b.,  and  was 
over  40in.  in  length." 

***** 

The  above  ia  a  cutting  from  on  evening  contempo- 
rary. "  In  Doubt  "  says  :  "  My  opinion  is  the  angler 
took  an  undue  advantage  of  the  pike  by  puttiug  a 
portion. of  salt  on  his  tail.  It  does  not  mention 
whether  the  fortunate  angler  was  successful  in  cap- 
turing the  wary  roach.  I  should  bo  surprised  it  he 
was,  as  roach,  I  understand,  prefer  a  fine  drawn  gut, 
in  preference  to  a  violin  string  and  a  cod  hook  at  the 
end  of  a  salmon  rod." 


The  "  Swimmin'  Hole." 

It  was  in  the  little  "swimmin'  hole," 

In  the  "  cow-lot  "  years  ago, 
When  my  face  was  full  of  freckles 

And  a  stone-bruise  swelled  my  toe. 
That  I  landed  my  first  fish, 

With  a  pin-hook  and  a  worm ; 
And  how  I  did  enjoy 

Seeing  the  little  sucker  squirm. 

Just  how  that  sucker  felt  that  day 

At  being  fooled  and  caught, 
Never  entered  in  my  boyish  head 

For  I  had  no  time  for  thought; 
Another  section  of  red-worm  went — 

Went  quickly  on  the  pin. 
And  in  the  "  swimmin'  hole  "  it  dropped 

To  lure  his  next  of  kin. 

Lines  of  care  now  mark  the  place 

Where  the  freckles  used  to  grow. 
And  the  heart  now  gets  the  bruises 

That  used  to  swell  the  toe ; 
And  I  know  now  how  that  "  sucker  "  felt 

When  he  found  himself  ashore. 
For  more  than  once  I've  played  his  part 

And  swallowed  "  baits  "  galore. 

— New  York  Press. 


In  the  shop-window  of  a  Shrewsbury  hairdresser 
who  also  sells  fishing-tackle,  are  displayed  various 
flies,  one  lot  of  which  is  laballed  "  Red  Aunt."  We 
have  been  wondering  if  the  lady  is  deadly, 


"  No  Fly  "  asks  me  what  to  do  to  keep  clear  of  the 
flies.    Heaps  of  ways.    Make  the  room  dark.  There's 
an  old  song  something  about  "  Smiling  Morn  "  keeps  | 
the  flies  away.    Close  the  windows ;  don't  let  the  \ 
flies  in.   Should,  by  any  chance,  some  flies  get  in  (and 
they  u'iZZ),  instead  of  playing  "ping-pong"  sit  round 
the  table  after  spreading  a  snow-white  damask  table-  ' 
cloth,  and — well,  for  eight  players  have  each  a  nice  j 
square  (see  that  it  is  square)  piece  of  loaf  sugar.    The  I 
"game"  is  to  sit  as  long,  or  as  short,  as  you  like.  ! 
The  first  fly  that  alights  on  a  piece  of  suger  should  be  | 
properly  landed  or  "dabbed,"  and  all  the  money  In  | 
the  pool  belongs  to  the  owner  of  that  "  little  bit  of 
sugar."    This  is  a  very  ancient  game,  and  sometimes 
you  may  sit  for  hours  and  not  get  a  nibble.    But  for 
real  business  purposes  take  half  a  teaspoonful  of  black 
pepper  in  powder,  one  teaspoonful  of  brown  sugar,  and 
one  tablespoonful  of  cream ;  mix  them  well  together, 
and  place  them  in  the  room  on  a  plate  where  the  flies 
are  troublesome,  and  they  will  soon  disappear. 

N.B. — This  remedy  does  not  apply  to  fishermen  i 
when  on  angling  bent  (double).  At  Wimbledon  Lake  ' 
recently  (no  name  'cause  he  does  not  court  publicity) 
a  certain  angler,  whose  calves  measure  IGJ  inches,  was 
attacked  by  what  he  called  fresh-water  "  scorpions," 
and  they  got  through  his  thick  fishing  stockings  and 
played  sad  havoc.  I  fancy  the  trouble  must  have  been 
"  cawsed  "  by  mosquitoes.  Dragnet. 
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Pfovineial  flfiglifl^  liotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  meetiEg  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  at  the  headquarters  on 
Thursday  (Aug.  7)  when  the  arrangements  for  the 
forthcoming  annual  contest  was  advanced  another 
stage.    The  contest  will  be  fished  at  Tewkesbury  on 
Monday,  Sept.  8  next.    Mr.  J.  Rabone,  the  general 
secretary,  has  signed  the  necessary  guarantee  to  the 
Midland  Railway  Company,  and  three  special  trains 
will  be  run.    The  balance  sheet  for  the  quarter  ending 
June  30  showed  that  the  association  numbered  6,037 
members,  and  the  levy  of  2d.  per  member  amounted 
to  £50  163.  2d.,  and  there  lay  a  balance  to  the  credit 
of  the  association  of  £100  33.  9d.,  of  which  £70  has 
been  granted  for  prizes.  The  Handsworth  Society  was 
granted  permission  to  remove  from  the  Station  Inn, 
Booth-street,  to  the  Wattville  Tavern,  Wattville-st. 
Contest  tickets  will  be  shortly  on  sale.    Sport  has 
been  again  good,  in  spite  of  the  peculiar  weather  in 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Severn  at  Shrewsbury,  and 
down  the  river  some  very  fine  catches  of  roach  and 
chub  have  been  had.    Messrs.  Kimberley  and  Hale,  of 
the  Brothers  Well  Met,  took  over  -lOlb.  of  these  fish 
near   to    Upton   Magna    on    Thursday    (Aug.  7), 
altough    it    rained    during    the     whole     of  the 
time  they  were  fishing.      Above  Bridgenorth  and 
down   towards  Hampton   Lode    and    Arley  some 
good   baskets   of   fish,   from   81b.   to    101b.,  have 
been    taken.      The   river   at   Kemsey    has  also 
yielded  some  good  catches  of  roach  and  dace,  but  the 
fish  have  been  small,  from  about  4oz.  to  6oz.  each. 
Chub  have  ranged  from  lib.  to  2Jlb.  each ;  the  roach 
have  been  going  well  at  the  stewed  red  wheat  on  the 
Avon.    Sport  has  been  quiet,  although  the  river  has 
been    well  patronised.     Some  good  catches  have 
been    had  from   the  Midland  Piscatorial  portions 
of  the  Trent ;   this  has  been  done  through  over- 
night   baiting  up    of    some    of   the  best  swims. 
Some  good  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  Harvington 
water,  the  best  fish  being  a  chub  of  31b.  6oz.    A  perch 
of  21b.  lloz.  in  fine  condition  was  taken  with  the  fly 
by  Mr.  Thornly  from  Whitacre  reservoir  on  Friday 
last ;  the  other  local  reservoirs  have  been  fished  with 
success,  and  good  takes  have  been  the  order  of  the 
day  at  Harborne  reservoir,  some  good  catches  of  roach 
up  to  121b.  having  been  had.    A  fine  eel  of  41b.  3oz.  was 
had  on  Thursday  last  from  Bracebridge  pool,  Sutton 
Park  ;  the  fish  was  three  feet  three  inches  long.  Some 
good  bream  have  been  taken  from  the  canal  at 
Wilmcote. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  and  Driffield  Canal,  and  most  of  the 
tributaries,  are  in  very  fair  condition,  and  during  the 
past  week  some  excellent  catches  of  roach  and  bream 
have  been  made  in  various  parts  of  the  river.  Mr. 
F.  Charlton,  fishing  near  to  Beverley  Beck,  amongst 
other  fish  had  four  bream  of  over  21b.  each ;  Mr.  J. 
Stocks,  secretary  of  the  Universal  Angling  Association, 
on  Aug.  12  had  over  half  a  stone  of  nice  roach  from 
Weellerry ;  and  on  Aug.  11  Mr.  -J.  Cheeseman  had  a 
dozen  good  fish  with  paste  in  the  vicinity  of  Dunswell. 
The  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Associa- 
•  tion  held  their  annual  members'  match  and  challenge 
cup  competition  on  Aug.  4  at  Ferriby  Sluice,  on  the  river 
Ancholme,  when  over  300  of  the  members  competed 
for  about  fifty  prizes,  and  the  four  silver  challenge 
cups  and  gold  medals  ;  in  the  match  Mr.  W. 
Jennison  secured  the  first  prize  with  41b.  lljoz.  ;  G. 
Rea,  second,  41b.  7^oz. ;  H.  J.  Harrison,  third, 
31b.  lOJ^oz. ;  and  fourth,  J.  Read,  with  3 Jib.  T.  Scott 
took  the  prize  for  heaviest  bream,  21b.  15oz. ; 
W.  Mycroft,  roach,  lib.  i'ioz. ;  and  A.  Spencer, 
perch  cf  Ojoz.  The  two  senior  cups  were  won 
by  teams  ot  the  West  Hull  Angling  Society  and 
Central  Hull  Angling  Society ;  and  the  two  junior 
cups  by  the  Albion  Angling  Society  and  County 
Angling  Association ;  and  at  the  Universal  Angling 
Association's  Open  Match  85  competed,  and  Messrs. 
J.  Wilkinson,  J.  Gibson,  and  F.  Brown  took  the  first 
three  prizes. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Undoubtedly  the  most  interesting  event  in  this 
county  last  week  end  was  the  11th  annual  champion- 
ship competition  of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery, 
fished  at  Worsley.  It  is  a  remarkable  thing  that  the 
many  local  champions  did  not  enter,  and  the  entry 
from  Wigan  could  be  counted  on  one  hand.  There 
was  only  one  entry  from  Bolton,  none  from  War- 
rington, St.  Helens,  Liverpool,  and  other  places. 
Why  did  the  Wigan  anglers  arrange  counter- 
attractions  ?  Surely  they  are  not  afraid  to  meet 
others  who  do  not  make  a  big  song  over  their  abilities. 
The  weights  at  Worsley  were  if  anything  better  than 
for  the  past  few  years.  Only  seven  yards  apart  in  a 
match  is  a  severe  test,  and  weights  under  such  cir- 
comfctances  of  over  lib.  are  highly  satisfactory.  Roach 
generally  are  feeding  freely. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Much  the  same  bill  ot  fare  is  in  evidence  this  week 
as  last,  and  that  is  matches,  contests,  etc.  One  event 
of  this  sort  is  so  mucli  like  another  that  no  special 
notice  need  be  made.  Now  that  the  popular  holidays 
are  over,  those  who  are  tied  on  those  occasions  are  oil 
for  their  holidays,  some  Ardwiok  rods  to  Lincolnshire, 
some  city  rods  to  Scotland,  and  almost  every  available 
resort  is  getting  its  quota,  especially  private  waters. 
The  Ben  Brierly  Angling  Society  are  so  troubled  with 
uninvited  visitors  to  their  waters  that  they  intimate 
trouble  for  the  next  they  catch.  The  Kingfisher 
Angling  Society  are  the  first  to  enter  for  the  Bridg- 
water Challenge  Shield  Competition.  Many  others 
intend  entering,  but  their  form  is  the  first  to  arrive  at 
the  headquarters.  For  to-day  the  chief  item  of  any 
particular  interest  is  the  West  Salford  Angling  Asso- 
ciation's Challenge  Shield  competition. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  undergone  a  rise  of  close  upon  three 
feet,  and  the  alteration  has  been  cordially  welcomed 
by  anglers  generally.  The  extra  water  brought  down 
tons  of  weed  and  rubbish,  and  since  the  subsidence 
votaries  have  found  some  of  the  swims  clearer  than  pre- 
viously. Barbelling  has  been  ofi  owing  to  the  coloured 
water  experienced,  but  a  fair  amount  of  sport  has  been 
enjoyed  amongst  roach,  bream,  etc.  Members  of  the  City 
Wellington  Society  have  caught  some  exceptional  lots 
of  bream  in  one  of  the  backwaters  above  Cavendish 
Bridge,  and  during  the  holidays  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Pride  of  Derby  Club  creeled  a  grand  basket  of 
roach  with  wheat,  including  thirty  specimens  weighing 
over  lib.  each.  The  Weston  waters  have  yielded 
bream  and  perch  to  the  worm,  and  chub  and  odd 
barbel  have  come  from  Kelham  and  Holme  Pierrepont. 
Chub  are  now  taking  kindly  to  the  wasp  grub, 
which  must,  of  course,  be  employed  in  the  streams  on 
extremely  fine  tackle.  Mr.  P.  Wilson  and  friends  have 
again  been  amongst  the  loggerheaded  species  in  the 
Grantham  Canal,  which  has  also  yielded  any  quantity 
of  roach  and  small  bream,  especially  in  the  Hickling 
and  Bottesford  districts.  On  the  Greet  some  big  trout 
have  been  secured  by  the  aid  of  gentles,  and  whilst 
the  Trent  remained  in  colour  bread  paste  accounted 
for  decent  bags  of  roach  at  Colwick,  Beeston,  Holme 
Pierrepont,  and  Rolleston.  A  pike  of  171b.  was  recently 
caught  in  Stanton  pool  by  an  Ilkeston  angler  who 
was  very  proud  of  his  quarry,  and  not  unnaturally  so, 
for  the  fish  was  a  record  one.  On  Wednesday  the 
Trent  was  again  running  in  low  and  clear  volume, 
and  as  the  weather  was  of  a  more  settled  character,  I 
hope  next  week  to  be  able  to  record  the  capture  of 
plenty  of  barbel. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  deal  of  wet  has  fallen  during  the  week  and  the 
weather  very  cold,  and  is  very  unpleasant  to  the 
angler.  The  water  is  now  in  nice  condition  in  all  the 
rivers.  The  Severn  has  been  well  patronised :  Mr. 
Thompson  fishing  with  wasp  grub  at  Holt  had  151b. 
of  chub  ;  Mr.  B.  Phillips,  131b.  roach  and  dace  near 
Camp  with  the  maggot ;  Mr.  Jones,  51b.  roach  and 
two  fine  bream  above  Camp  with  creed  wheat. 
Mr.  Lane  caught  a  grand  bream  in  the  new 
docks  at  Worcester,  weighing  61b.  lloz.  ;  he  was  using 
lobworms  as  bait.  Another  angler  fishing  with  the 
Humbuz  at  Diglis  Wier  had  a  very  large  take  of  chub, 
none  less  than  lib.  in  weight.  Mr.  J.  Harris  a  basket 
of  over  121b.  of  roach  at  Kempsey,  and  at  Upton-on- 
Severn,  Mr.  C.  Evans  a  capital  lot  of  roach  with  the 
wheat.  Mr.  E.  Draper,  a  grand  lot  of  perch,  one  brace 
weighed  3Jlb.  Teme  fishing  has  been  good  in  places. 
At  Martley,  Mr.  A.  T.  Smith  had  twenty  fine  dace, 
six  grayling,  and  one  trout ;  he  used  fly  and  maggot. 
Mr.  E.  Williams,  eleven  chub  with  the  fly.  At 
Knightsford  Bridge  some  capital  lots  of  grayling,  dace, 
and  chub  were  taken,  principally  with  the  maggot,  but 
most  of  the  grayling  were  caught  with  the  fly.  Good 
sport  was  also  had  on  the  river  at  Broadwas  with 
the  same  baits,  Mr.  Jones's  catch  weighing  111b.  Not 
much  done  in  the  Leigh  Court  water  or  the  Lower 
Teme.  Bream  are  going  fairly  well  at  stewed  wheat 
and  maggot.  Mr.  Blaydon  caught  161b.  at  Bredon ; 
Messrs.  Hone,  Davis,  i  and  Hood  heavy  catches  of  small 
bream  and  roach  between  Defford  and  Pershore  ;  Mr. 
A.  White,  one  bream,  SJlb.  No  news  of  importance 
from  the  clubs  this  week. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  members  of  the  Clifton  Angling  Association 
journeyed  to  Aldwark  Manor,  by  permission  of  Mr.  W. 
S.  Hunter,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  their  second 
competition  of  the  season.  There  were  twenty-four 
competitors.  The  catch  consisted  chiefly  of  roach  of 
good  sample,  and  gudgeon  were  also  plentiful.  The 
rivet  was  in  nice  condition,  but  a  heavy  wind  proved 
rather  troublesome  to  many.  J.  Swales  had  the 
largest  catch,  41b.  14oz. ;  A.  Simpson,  31b.  9Joz.,  was 
second;  and  D.  Langstuff,  31b.  5§oz.,  third.  The 
members  of  the  St.  Nicholas  Club  fished  their 
first  match  at  Ellerton,  V.  Metcalfe  leading  the 
winners.    Terry's  A.  0.  wero  also  at  Ellerton,  for 


whom  J.  Petty  did  best.  The  Navigation  A. A.  had  an 
enjoyable  time  at  Elvington  ;  the  party,  numbering 
thirty,  had  a  pleasant  drive  out,  the  weather  being 
very  fine.  Sport  proceeded  very  slowly,  and  the  catch 
was  small.  J.  Wrigglesworth  was  ahead  of  the  other 
winners,  with  fish  weighing  21b.  3Joz. ;  A.  Willis  was 
second,  and  T.  Corner  third.  Every  member  received 
a  prize,  fish  or  no  fish  ;  J.  Wrigglesworth  had  the 
biggest  fish.  The  total  weight  caught  was  91b.  7Joz., 
and  six  anglers  did  not  catch  fish.  The  York  Adult 
School  A. A.  were  at  West  Cottingwith  for  their  first 
match,  permission  having  been  granted  by  Mr.  Dun- 
nington-Jefferson.  The  outing  was  much  enjoyed, 
T.  R.  Wilson,  lib.  6Joz.,  headed  the  list  of  winners. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND, 

Though  the  weather  has  been  favourable  enough  for 
lake  fishing,  sport  has  not  been  up  to  anticipation  on 
any  water  that  holds  sea-trout  and  peal.  At  Water- 
ville,  anglers  out  on  Lough  Currane  had  either  poor 
or  indifferent  sport,  though  the  takes  had  would  be 
considered  good  on  other  waters  as  far  as  sea- 
trout  are  concerned.  On  the  Waterville  upper 
lakes  sport  has  been  pretty  good  at  sea  and 
brown  trout,  especially  on  Loughs  Naiska,  Cloonaghlin, 
and  Namona.  Sport  has  been  decidedly  poor  on  the 
Kerry  rivers,  and  angling  on  the  minor  waters  has 
been  entirely  out  of  the  question  owing  to  low  waters. 
The  late  rain  had  no  appreciable  effect  on  any 
water  in  the  county.  At  Killarney  salmon  angling 
has  been  very  bad,  but  fair  brown  trout  fishing 
has  been  had  occasionally.  At  Glencar  and  Caragh 
matters  continue  very  dull,  and  will  probably  continue 
so  until  the  autumn  floods  take  place.  On  the 
principal  North  Kerry  rivers  fair  sport  has  been 
had  at  sea-trout  at  times,  but  those  waters 
as  a  rule  are  over-fished,  especially  in  the 
neighbourhoods  of  the  towns.  The  runs  of 
sea-trout  and  peal  have  been  the  heaviest  for 
some  years  on  the  Kerry  coast,  but  sport  has  not  been 
correspondingly  good  anywhere,  owing  generally  to 
unfavourable  conditions  ;  at  least  anglers  say  so.  On 
the  principal  Cork  rivers  matters  are  slow  in 
showing  the  expected  improvement,  though  average 
sport  was  had  at  times  at  salmon  on  a  few  of 
the  rivers,  and  on  a  few  more  at  sea-trout  occasionally. 
Turning  to  sea  angling,  we  find  that  fine  sport  is  now  the 
rule  along  the  coasts  of  Kerry  and  Cork.  Large  numbers 
of  pollack  and  mackerel  are  being  had,  especially 
in  the  evenings,  and  scad,  whiting,  bream,  congers, 
gurnards,  etc.,  have  afforded  good  sport  in  the 
late  evenings  at  several  places.  Bass  fishing  has  not 
been  very  good,  though  those  fish  are  reckoned  nume- 
rous off  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  in  several  districts. 
Rook  fishing  has  not  given  the  usual  sport,  but  is 
improving  at  time  of  writing. 


OUR  EIVBRS  FROM  AN  ANGLING  VIEW. 


When  Queen  Victoria  was  crowned  in  1838,  and  for 
some  decades  afterwards,  many  of  our  open  rivers 
were  shamefully  netted,  in  season  and  out  of  season. 
A  bad  or  tolerated  custom  wis  often  construed  into  a 
right,  and  the  few  fair  anglers — say,  in  the  Thames 
and  Kennet — up  to  forty  years  ago  or  more  were  not 
strong  enough  to  successfully  protest  against  killing 
coarse  fish,  especially  while  in  a  gravid  state  and  of 
course  unfit  for  food.  Nothing  in  the  form  of  sport, 
be  it  with  rod  or  gun,  can  be  got  without  continuous 
preservation  and  occasional  restocking  ;  and  now  and 
during  the  past  twenty-five  years  most  especially  that 
the  length  of  fish  to  be  retained  as  indicative  of  weight 
is  strictly  enforced  by  every  angling  club  is  a  guarantee 
that  only  sizeable  fish  shall  be  killed.  Possibly  among 
the  thousands  of  London  amd  provincial  anglers  in 
every  county  of  sport-loving  Britain,  some  might 
formerly  have  had  prejudices  against  those  who  pre- 
served feathered  and  other  game  for  sport  with  gun  and 
dog,  and  horse  and  hound.  The  human  mind  is  very 
apt  to  be  biased  by  prejudice;  but  once  an  angler 
who  was  once  a  victim  to  one-sided  ideas  joins  a  club, 
and  helps  by  his  subscription  to  enable  his  club  to 
rent  water,  more  or  less  stocked  with  fish,  for  the 
especial  sport  of  its  members,  does  the  scales  of 
prejudice  fall  off  in  the  very  presence  of  plain  facts. 

W.  FfiY. 


PIKE  FISHING  IN  LOCH  LEVEN. 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  advertisement  which 
appears  in  our  columns  that  the  Loch  Leven  Angling 
Association  (Limited)  have  resolved  to  keep  the  loch 
open  for  pike  fishing  after  the  close  of  the  regular 
trout  season.  Pike  fishing  in  former  years  was 
seldom  prosecuted  with  the  rod,  but  during  the 
present  season  a  few  anglers  have  been  out  and 
had  big  catches.  The  following  were  a  few 
we  noted,  which  will  give  an  indication  of 
the  sport.  Mr.  Ted  Eley,  Shirend,  on  May  8,  had 
fifteen  which  weighed  311b.,  heaviest  191b,   On  May 
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ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHINO   QXJiiJRTERS,  c&c. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Lough  Anupe,  Crolly  River  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  cheapest  fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal  High- 
lands, within  10  miles  of  Railway  Station. 
Over  100  lakes.  Splendid  Mountain  and 
Coast  Scenery.  Sea  Fishing.  Good  Hotel 
Accommodation,  &o. — Terms  and  full 
particulars  from  S.  Hanlon,  C.P.S., 
Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


ROSSES,  CROLLY  AND  LOUGH  ANDRE 
FISHERY. 


H  A       L  O  N  '  S 
PRIVATE  HOTEL, 

Dungloe,   co.  Donegal. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL,  KILREA,  co.  DERRY. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  ami 
tinder  new  management.  Appointments, 
accommodation,  and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Batlis  ; 
Billiards  ;  Suites  of  Booms ;  Veliicles  ;  Boats. 
New  Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers' 
board,  9/-  per  day.— Address,  Miss  McCalldm, 
Manageress. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Egrg-esford,  North  Devon. 

FISHING  FREE  to  HOTEL  GUESTS. 
Twenty  miles  preserved  water — Mid  Taw 
and  Little  Dart. 


WILLIAM  LITTLEWORTH,  Proprietor. 


MAELOQ  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CEDES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line)- 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
river  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Tiap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  reciutst 
T.  J.  CUTTKELL,  Proprietor. 


LAIRG,  N.B. 

SUTHERLAND  ARMS  HOTEL 

Famed  for  its  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Angling 
on  Loclis  Shin,  Fuai  loch,  Beannoch  and  various 
other  waters  ;  also  Salmon  and  Grilse  on  Eiver 
Shin.  Being  beautifully  situated  amidst  giand 
scenery  at  east  of  Loch  Shin,  it  is  much 
frequented  by  health  and  pleasure  seekers  from 
all  parts.  Postal  and  telegraphic  offices  next 
door.    'Bus  attends  all  trains. 

WM.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandshire,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  McINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  sceneiy  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
Cilice  and  Resilient  Doctor. 


Langholm. 

FISniNG    Q  UA  BTBRS  : 

ESKDALE  HOTEL 

(Temperance). 

BEND    FOR   TAKIFP.  . 

WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor. 


ANGLING  IN  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Hill's  Hotel,  Dunkincely,  co.  Donegal,  Ireland. 

Six  miles  salmon  and  sea  trout  fishing  on  Ollcy 
river  ;  five  miles  salmon  and  sea  trout  fl-liing, 
Stragar  river.  Two  excellent  brown  trout  lakes. 
Good  sea  fishing:  pollack,  mackerel,  etc.  ^'ishing 
free  to  Hotel  visitors.  Jieautiful  scenery.  Five 
tninutes  from  railway.  Good  accommodation 
lioats  and  boatmen.    Terms  moderate. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


nr. 

Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London, 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.     En  pension  terms 
only  10s.  6d.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry. 


41  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


ALL  PEESERVED,  on  river  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  BEST  in  Wales. 
Report  for  District,  1900  and  1901,  average  83  Salmon.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales 
on  draught  and  in  bottle.   Billiards  and  Posting. 

Inclusive  Terms,  9s.  a  day.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


Swag  Hoteljenliuig,  Worceslerslre. 

HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

FREE  FISHING  for  Visitors  staying 
in  Hotel. 


LOCH  KATRINE— STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated  in  the  heart 
of  Rob  Roy's  country,  Gleugyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Oregor  being  in  close  proximity, 
and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  flsliing  is  free  on  loch  Katrine,  loch  Clion,  and 
several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel  ;  excellent  boats  and  experienced  boatmen  are 
kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and  Trossachs 
and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or  i)y  Aberfoyle 
and  Trossaclis  and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and  steamers  by  these 
routes  during  the  season.   Post  and  telegraph  office  in  hotel. 

DONALD  FERGUSON,  Proprietor, 


CULAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat  from 
Glasgow  on  Mondays.  Wires :  "  Gulag, 
Lochinver."  John  Mackenzie. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  on 
loch  Ness,  Free  to  Visitors ;  also  TROUT 
FISHING  on  lochs  Farraline,  Garth, 
and  Bran.  Special  weekly  terms.  Post- 
ing.   Telegrams :  "  Hotel  Foyers." 

S.  TILSTON,  rtoprietor. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  TAY,J(ILLIN,  N.B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges : 
£1  per  Salmon.  Fishing  opened  15th 
January.  For  Boats,  apply  to  H.  J. 
Maibky.  KiUin  Hotel.  Killin.  N.B 

"OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

Via  Lairg,  N.B. 

rilE  ANGLER'S  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
I'erox.  Fishing  on  lochs  Shin,  Grian,  Merkland, 
and  Gorm.  Also  .Salmon  and  Sea  Tiout  Fishing. 
Boats  and  experienced  gillies.   Posting,  &c. 

DUNCAN  MACKAY. 
Total  season  ISfl.'j,  sixty  days'  fishing  for  one 
rod,  2,'206  fish,  w  eighing  1,125  lb.    Last  season's 
catch,  over  lO.UUU  fish. 


Anglera  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Flabingr  the  Cam.  Otise,  ftc. 

SHOULD  ADVIEKTISB  IH 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address :  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambridee. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINGSBRIDGE.   S.  DEVON, 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance, 
8s.  6d.  per  day.  FISHING  for  Pike 
Perch  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait, 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Mendon,  Middlesex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Plhe 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved, 
flood  Accommodation.  Punt  iMJats.  Frequent 
".rains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Telsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  of  Fish 


Pike,  18  Inch. 

Chub,  7  inch. 

Budd,  6  inch. 

Tench,  8  inch. 
Bo '-.torn  Fishing 
J*ck  Fishing 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  Inch. 
Gudgeon,  1  loch. 

per  day   1  /' 
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THE  CELKBRATED 

FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Neap  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 


Situate  in  one  of  the  most  delightful  spots  in 
England,    Now  in  all  its  summer  beauty, 

Splendid    Fishinff,   Koating,  Punting 
and  Stilling  on  oifn.  Prirate  Lake. 
S  miles  in  Ci rriini/'ercnce, 

TENCH  NOW  FEEDING  AND  LARGE 
FISH  NUMEROUS. 


Upwards  of  a.  mile  of  well-stocked 
a.nd  preserved  Trout  Stream. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3  gs.  per  week 
Inclusive.   Everything  supplied  of  Best 
Possible  Quality.  Moderate  Prices. 

Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses, 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 


Tariff  forwarded  on  application, 

G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 
Telegram! :  "  Griffiths,  Frensham  Fond,  Siurrey.' 


GOOD  LAKE  AND  RiVER 
FISHING 

(Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  Eels) 
at  a  nominal  cost. 

SWAN  HOTEL 

THORNTHWAITE,  KESWICK, 

Three  minutes  from  lake.  Splendidly  situated  ; 
one  of  the  finest  views  in  lake  district  from  the 
hotel.  Terms,  6s.  6d.  per  day,  or  2  guineas  pc  r 
week.   8i)ecial  terms  for  fishermen. 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Particu- 
lars on  application  to 

JOHN  McDonald,  Proprietor. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Eabl  op  Cabnakvon 
(rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
ITiree  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon,  llckets  Issued  to  visitors 
in  Hotel  at  5«.  per  day.  Billiards:  Posting; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarteis  of  C.T.C., 
(fee— Address,  Proprietor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Tront, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ii  eland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1|  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tfjurists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.   Special  U)  a  Party. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


LOCHMADDY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  UlST. 

Best  Fishing  in  Hebrides  for  Salmon,  ' 
Sea  and  Brown  Trout.   Over  50  loc/ts, 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  from 
25th  February  till  end  of  October. 
Excellent  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  on  all 
lochs.  Drawing  and  smoking  roomSi 
Hot,  cold,  and  salt  water  baths.  Posting. 
Daily  mails  via  Oban,  Mallaig,  and  Inver- 
ness. Telegraph  office.  Good  golf  course 
short  drive  from  Hotel. 
 D.  MACFADYEN. 

(LOCH  TAT), 
GLEN  DOCHART,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  banks  nf  the  river  Dochart, 
surrounded  by  wild,  picturesque  and  romantic  scenery; 
six  miles  from  the  head  of  loch  Tay,  and  one  mile 
from  Luib  Station  on  the  Callandarand  Oban  Railway. 
Five  miles  of  good  Salmon  and  Trout  Fi»!ung  on  the 
river  Dochart.  loch  Pochart,  and  loch  Nubhair.  Free  to 
Visitors  staying  at  the  Hotel.  Coats  free.  Every  Home 
Comfort,  combined  with  moderate  charges.  Parties 
Boarded,  Golf  course.  Posting  in  all  branches.  Poet 
and  Telegraph,  Luib  Station. 

DONALD  McNAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

DOVEDALE,  ASHBOURNE, 

The  old-established  fishing  quarters  for 
Anglers  on  the  Dove  and  Manifold. 
Upwards  of  7  miles  of  water.  The  Hotel 
has  been  recently  refurnished  throughout. 
Write  for  illustrated  tariff  to 

WM.  EVANS. 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING. 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Bait^, 
&c.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD, 

HOLYWELL  PEBRY,  HUNTS. 
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12,  he  captured  twenty-one,  661b.,  heaviest  121b.  On 
July  19,  he  took  twenty-five,  981b.,  heaviest  91b. ;  and 
on  July  24,  twenty-six  of  951b.  Mr.  D.  Slater,  London, 
on  July  22,  had  561b. ;  on  July  23rd  he  secured  four- 
teen of  1041b.,  heaviest  121b.  8oz. ;  and  on  July  2i, 
sixteen  of  SOlb.,  heaviest  161b.  A  number  of  other 
anglers  were  out  for  an  hour  or  two  and  had  equally 
satisfactory  sport. — Robt.  Laisg. 


^ofcs  from  il)c  '^otif). 


The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Fife  are  at  Duff  House. 
Her  Royal  Highness  will  do  little  or  no  fishing  on  the 
Deveron ;  but  to-day  (Saturday,  Aug.  16)  the  ducal 
family  move  to  Mar  Lodge,  and  then  her  salmon  rod 
will  be  in  daily  evidence. 

The  Rev.  Father  Macintosh,  Aberdeen,  fished  a  loch 
lately  in  the  Highlands  where  salmon  have  access, 
and  for  which  a  reward  of  £6  is  offered  for  the  first 
salmon  caught  by  any  angler.  He  hooked  a  fish,  and 
began  to  calculate  his  chances  of  the  five  golden  sovs., 
almost  hearing  the  chink  of  them  in  his  pocket,  but 
it  turned  up  a  pike  of  lllb.  He  had  another  ten  of 
same  breed  there. 


Mr.  Scott-Robertson,  Liverpool,  had  a  fortnight  in 
Shetland  lately,  but  came  south  the  other  day  as  the 
sea-trout  there  are  only  now  beginning  to  show  up  in 
the  voes. 


The  Sootch'salmon  netting  season  ends  on  Aug.  26. 
A  few  late  districts  remain  open  a  few  weeks  longer, 
but  the  netting  season  is  practically  over. 


That  was  a  plucky  feat  of  young  Cameron,  of 
Lochiel.  Walking  along  the  pier  at  Oban  with  his 
father  the  other  day  he  observed  a  boy  fall  off  the 
parapet  of  the  sea-wall  into  the  sea.  The  tide  was 
full  at  the  time  and  the  child  in  imminent  danger  of 
being  drowned,  when  the  young  chief  plunged  in  and 
brought  the  drowning  lad  ashore. 


Some  good  sport  is  being  got  on  the  Findhorn. 
Mr.  Galbraith,  Springfield,  and  Captain  Fraser  and 
Mr.  R.  Stewart,  S.S.C.,  Edinburgh,  are  getting  from 
one  to  two  and  a  half  dozen  finnosk  and  sea-trout, 
many  of  them  lib.  and  up  to  2Jlb. 


A  22-pounder  was  killed  on  the  Don  at  Kintore  to 
the  fly  on  Aug.  8  by  a  local  angler.  It  was  a  real 
autumn  beauty,  fresh  up  from  the  sea,  and  the  pioneer 
of  the  back-end  migration. 


The  Forest  o'  Birse,  Deeside,  was  en  fete  the  other 
day  in  honour  of  the  marriage  of  Miss  de  Heaven 
to  the  Hon.  Stewart  Erskine.  The  marriage  was 
solemnised  in  Huntly-street  Cathedral,  and  in  the 
evening  the  tenantry,  gillies,  and  friends  were  suitably 
entertained  to  a  supper  and  ball,  A  huge  bonfire 
lighted  up  the  valley. 


All  kinds  of  rumours  are  afloat  as  to  the  King's 
early  arrival  on  Dee&ide.  At  all  events,  his  horses  and 
equipage  are  already  stabled  at  Balmoral,  and  the 
Castle  has  been  fully  manned  by  the  usual  stafl  of 
servants. 


The  coming  of  age  of  Lord  Bruce,  the  eldest  son  of 
the  Earl  of  E'gin,  Chairman  of  the  Salmon  Fisheries 
Commission,  was  duly  celebrated  at  Broomhall,  Fife- 
shire,  on  Wednesday  last,  amid  the  usual  rejoicings. 


Mr.  Williamson,  of  the  Scientific  Department  of  the 
Scotch  Fishery  Board,  at  Nigg  Hatchery,  has  been 
I  busily  engaged  "  planting  "  the  spawn  of  lobsters  and 
ii    crabs  at  Fraserburgh  and  Cairnbulg  in  the  Moray  Firth. 

I       August,  usually  the  worst  angling  month  in  the 
»    angling  year,  is  this  season  likely  to  prove  the  exception 
to  the  rule.    Better  sport  is  now  being  got  than  for 
weeks  back,  large  flies  being  the  predominating  lures. 

Special  Scotch. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitot. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  otir  Correspondents.} 

"THE  SPORTING  FISH  OP  GREAT  BRITAIN." 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  re-reading  "  The  Sporting  Pish  of 
^Ireat  Britain."  Having  now  paid  attention  to  Sal- 
iiumvld:  lot  some  thirty  years  and  kept  notes  as  my 
opportunities  occurred,  may  I  ask  you  a  few  questions 
upon  several  points?  I  am  particularly  interested  in 
the  migrations  of  sea-trout  and  salmon  at  present. 

Starting  with  the  following  statements,  which  I 
take  to  be  ascertained  facts  (v.  Fishing  Gazette,  July, 
Ans<.,  VM)l)  :  — 

1.  "  Sea-trout  spawn  in  September  and  October." 
Do  all  He»-trotit  do  so,  and  none  later  ? 


2.  "  The  hatching  and  incubation  (?)  goes  on  through 
the  winter." 

3.  "  The  ova  hatch  out  (burst)  end  of  February  to 
beginning  of  May."  Does  this  period  not  vary  on 
different  rivers,  such  as  east  and  west  coasts  of 
Scotland,  etc.  ? 

Alevins  1  Jem.  long  grow  into  parr  during  the  summer ; 
in  nine  days  take  on  scales  of  smolt,  and  goes  to  the 
sea  the  following  spring. 

But  here  is  a  point.  Only  about  half  of  the  parr 
put  on  scales  and  go  to  sea  at  the  age  of,  say,  one  and  a 
quarter  years,  and  return  in  from  six  to  twelve  weeks 
as  "  finnook  "  or  the  sea-trout  grilse,  having  grown 
in  that  time  to  Jib.  or  fib.  The  other  moiety  are  said 
not  to  put  on  scales  and  go  to  the  sea  until  they  have 
been  two  and  a  quarter  years  in  fresh  water;  and 
these  are  said  to  return  not  as  finnock  and  grilse,  but 
as  adult  sea-trout  (Dean  Sage).  Dean  Sage  says 
further,  "I  cannot  say  I  have  ever  caught  a  female 
grilse."  How  can  he  prove  there  are  no  female  grilse  ? 
Does  he  mean  to  say  that  the  one  moiety  of  the  smoltg 
which  go  down  at  one  and  a  quarter  years  age  are  all 
males  and  make  their  principal  growth  in  the  sea,  and 
go  up  to  the  redds  in  the  male  grilse  stage  ?  And  that 
the  second  moiety  of  smolts,  which  do  not  become 
smolts  till  two  and  a  quarter  years  old,  and  go  down, 
are  females,  which  do  not  become  adult  or  capable 
of  generation  in  the  grilse  stage,  and  pass  the  grilse 
stage  in  the  sea  ? 

In  July,  1902,  on  liver  Ailort  and  Loch  Eilt,  we 
had  two  distinct  runs  of  finnock,  one  of  small  Jlh. 
finnock  with  the  first  spring  tide  and  spate,  about 
July  8  to  July  10  (poor  quality)  ;  and  a  second  run  of 
finnock — larger  size  and  better  quality — with  the  close 
of  the  month,  or  about  the  25th  to  30th.  It  has 
usually  been  credited  that  the  size  of  the  second  run 
of  finnock  is  of  smaller  size  than  the  first  run  on 
Ailort  and  Morar  ;  but  this  year  certainly  the  second 
were  of  larger  size  and  finer  quality. 

I  account  for  this  (perhaps  erroneously)  thus  : — The 
summer  of  1901  was  so  dry  that  neither  old  fish  nor 
smolts  could  get  down  to  the  sea  till  the  end  of  July, 
and  on  July  27,  1901,  we  could  see  the  following  fish 
jumping  all  over  the  sea-pool,  and  witbia  a  yard  or 
two  of  our  point  of  observation — namely,  smolts,  dark- 
coloured  finnock,  black  sea-trout  (up  to  41b.,  51b.,  and 
61b.),  kelted  salmon,  showing  red  vents  and  bellies, 
and  also  clean-running  finnock,  sea-trout,  and  large 
salmon.  About  the  same  time  a  bass  of  21b.  was 
killed  with  a  Silver  Doctor  in  the  tideway. 

Now,  am  I  right  in  supposing  that  the  Jib.  finnock 
of  1902  are  the  \\  year  old  fish  as  smolts  of  1901, 
which  return  as  grilse  in  July,  1902,  and  is  there  any 
proof  that  these  Jib.  fish  are  males  ?  And  are  the 
fib.  fish  of  the  second  run  of  superior  size  and  quality, 
female  fish  which  have  remained  in  the  sea  all  the 
time  between  smolt  stage  and  adult  Et3ge,  and  go  up, 
not  as  finnock,  but  as  adult  fish  ?  Do  these  |lb.  fish 
spawn,  or  do  they  not  spawn  until  their  second  return 
from  the  sea  ?  What  does  Dean  Sage  mean  when  he 
says  "  he  cannot  say  he  has  ever  killed  a  female 
grilse  "  ? 

There  are  other  points  which  I  think  want  clearing 
up,  such  as  the  sizes  of  parr.  I  have  caught  parr 
when  trout  fishing  of  fully  Jib.  up  among  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Deveron.  Are  these  big  parr 
the  produce  of  adult  i  ?  ,  or  how,  and  are  they 
females  ?  Also  the  defined  differences  between  grilse 
and  salmon  can  be  more  clearly  put  than  has  hitherto 
been  done.  A  salmon,  for  instance,  is  a  more  level- 
headed fish,  BO  to  speak,  than  a  grilse.  I  do  not  find 
this  difference  defined  in  the  books. 

The  differences  between  a  clean-run  salmon  and  a 
" weel-mendit  kelt "  are  still  a  puzzle  to  many;  but 
not  to  experienced  anglers  and  observers. 

Kelt — well-mended  =  "A  salmon  gurdie ;  yes,  a 
salmon,  and  yet  not  a  salmon ;  for  when  I  held  him  i' 
the  tangs  to  the  fire  he  wadna  bizz,"  is  perhaps  as 
good  as  any  ;  but  unfortunately  by  that  time  the  fish 
was  dead — needless  to  say,  a  poached  fish.  These  are 
the  sort  of  fish  often  "  sent  up  to  friends,"  who  eat 
them  with  cranberry  sauce  or  "  labster."    Lord  and 

Lady  C         sent  away  8001b.  of  tidal  kelts  in  March 

and  April  from  one  of  the  Hebrides  I  No  one  interferes. 
Same  is  done  all  over  Scotland,  east  and  west,  and  the 
isles. 

An  article  could  well  be  written  upon  tidal  trout. 
Kelts  have  been  known  to  carry  sea-lice.  These  were, 
no  doubt,  well-mended,  which  went  down  direct  to  the 
sea,  and  in  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours  were  seized 
upon  by  the  parasite,  and  then  to  escape  had  moved 
up  again  into  tidal  (or  even  fresh)  water  and  been 
caught  promptly  before  the  lice  dropped  off.  Brown 
trout  live  altogether  in  the  tideway  at  many  places — 
both  young  and  old.  Tho  "  fossacks  "  of  river  Inver 
grow  up  to  41b.  or  51b.,  arc  a  dirty  groy  colour  with  few 
spots,  flesh  white,  poor  to  eat,  but  very  thick,  lusty, 
and  strong,  and  come  into  ono  or  two  pools  of  the 
Inver  only,  just  above  the  sea-pool  in  the  month  of 
May,  and  remain  only  a  short  lime.  I  take  these  to 
bo  old  fish  or  barren  fish,  and  when  I  fotwarded  one, 
about  31b.  I  think,  to  tho  late  Dr.  P.  Day,  I  think  he 
agreed  with  my  diagnosis. 

,  Then  we  have  land-locked  true  salmon,  I  know  one 


little  lakelet  close  to  tho  sea,  but  quite  separated  from 
it,  where  salmon  are  land-locked  and  grow  to  51b.  or 
more  in  weight.  Then  we  have  hump-hacked  salmon 
in  Scotland  that  would  vie,  in  beauty  certainly,  with 
Dean  Sage's  picture  of  the  American  hump-backs. 

My  letter,  however,  has  reached  too  great  dimensions, 
and  I  must  stop.  But  it  seems  to  mo  there  are  many 
more  details  to  work  out,  and  much  more  is  now 
known  of  their  movements  in  /?-es/tandin  <i(ZaZ  waters. 
Each  river  ought  to  have  its  own  history  written  out. 

"  Tide-lice  "  versus  "  sea-lice  "  as  a  name.  Are 
these  tide  animals  or  sea  (salt  sea)  animals  ?  Is 
"  tide-lice  "  correct  ?  I  know  rivers  where  there  is  no 
brackish  tidal  water,  and  the  salmon  run  direct  from 
the  salt  into  the  fresh,  and  with  lice  on  them.  Would 
sea-lice  not  drop  off  in  touch  with  tidal  brackish 
water  ? 

A  hen  salmon  (two,  indeed),  caught  one  pool  above 
the  sea-poal  of  the  Grinriard  river,  had  hooks  on  lower 
jaw  like  males,  and  were  full  of  large  ripe  orange  ova. 
Pish  weighed  12Jlb.  and  141b.,  I  think.  There  is  no 
estuiry.  The  eggs  were  ready  for  extrusion.  How 
did  the  hooks  come  to  be  developed  in  these  two  fish 
caught  on  two  consecutive  days  in  June,  1881  or  1835  ? 
They  were  silvery,  clean-run,  and  had  sea-lice  on 
them,  yet  the  ova  were  ripe  for  extrusion. 

Deterioration  of  fish  after  the  prima  of  life  is 
reached.  My  dear  friend  and  neighbour  the  late 
Sir  Jas.  G.  Maitland,  Bart.,  used  to  tell  me  that  the 
age  of  the  growth  of  a  Loch  Leven  trout  in  Howietoun 
Ponds  was  from  six  to  seven  years,  fed  upon  horse 
meat,  liver,  and  clams.  In  Scotland  the  age  of  the 
growth  and  improvement  of  introduced  Levens  can 
only  be  fixed  at  from  three  to  four  years,  then 
deterioration  sets  in. 

Effect  of  concussions  on  ova,  alevins,  parr,  smolts, 
and  gravid  females  ?    I  have  notes  on  all  these  points. 
But  I  am  off  again.    Pray  forgive  me. — Yours  truly, 
John  A.  Harvie-Bbown. 

P.S. — Pish  fed  with  wormi,  p.  54.  Experiment 
shows  worm  diet  is  not  fattening,  not  even  perhaps  (?) 
sustaining.  Why  are  sea-trout  and  salmon  when 
fresh  from  the  sea  so  devoted  to  the  "  evil  beast "  ? 


"  WHY  ?  " 

Deab  Sib, — We  all  know  the  "finny  denizens," 
"speckled  beauties,"  etc. ,  of  the  angling  writer.  We  have 
to  perpetrate  this  thing  in  our  trade ;  but  why  "  irons  ?  " 
Some  of  your  correspondents  are  great  sinners  in  this 
respect.  One  especially,  from  the  far  north,  is  always 
telling  us  of  these  things  of  various  inches.  Some- 
times he  explains  that  he  means  hooks  by  putting 
that  word  in  brackets  after  his  wonderful  "irons." 
Does  he  mean  that  they  are  iron  hooks,  or  that  irons 
is  slang  for  hooks  ?  I  have  always  thought  this  latter 
supposition  to  be  the  case,  but  in  the  Fishing  Oazette 
of  July  12  I  see,  in  the  article  "  A  July  Salmon,"  he 
talks  of  "hooks"  and  puts  "irons"  in  brackets.  I 
fear,  therefore,  that  I  am  all  upside  down  again,  and 
that  "  irons  "  is  the  right  word  and  hooks  only  slang. 
But  again,  I  remember  that  all  sane  people  I  know 
talk  of  hooks,  and  consider  irons  some  local  term. 
Oh  dear  I  do  try  and  explain  it  please. — I'oura 
truly,  Oyster. 

DERWENT  WATER  AND  RIVER. 

Dear  Sib, — Ad  infinitum  ct  ad  nauseam  will,  I  fear, 
be  the  verdict  if  we  keep  up  the  correspondence  on  the 
above  subject  much  longer.  However,  it's  an  ill  wind 
that  blows  nowhere,  and  "X.  Y.  Z,"  admits  "he  is 
sorry"  and  "  in  error"  for  saying,  etc. ;  also  that  he 
"  does  not  say  "  the  river  is  "  now  "  poisoned,  etc., 
etc.,  from  which  we  infer,  that  he  has  done  a  very 
graceful  climb  down.  He  treats  us  to  some  owlish 
information  about  Borrowdale,  etc.,  being  bracing,  and 
that  Keswick  isn't.  He  is  a  resident,  of  course.  I 
thank  him  for  his  information,  because  I  thought  of 
going  to  Keswick  shortly  for  a  holiday,  but  he  has 
cured  me  of  any  such  desire.  At  the  risk  of  being 
twitted  with  "  tu  quoque  "  again,  I  would  like  him  to 
see  to  one  thing  right  at  home — have  the  streets  of 
Keswick  swept,  and  some  of  that  filth  in  the  centre 
of  the  town  carted  away. — Yours  truly,      E.  E.  H. 

P.S. — I  wish  "  X.  Y.  Z."  and  Co.  would  understand, 
or  try  to  understand,  that  the  most  thankless  job  in 
the  world  is  trying  to  impact  gratuitous  information. 
Last  year  I  happened  to  say  1  had  stayed  a  night  or 
two  at  the  Dunalister  Hotel,  Kinlochrarmoch,  where- 
upon some  irresponsible,  frivolous  party;  "  inebriated 
with  the  exuberance  of  his  own,"  etc.,  commenced  to 
gas  about  his  visits — not  a  "  trumpery  "  flying  there 
and  out  again  business,  but  a  right  down  big  stay  of  a 
fortnight  or  more  at  once.  I  also — fatal  mistake  ! — 
quoted  from  a  well-known  guide  which  I  had  just 
bought.  He  knew  the  guide,  had  known  it  since  the 
Stone  Age,  I  think,  and  didn't  want  any  mummified 
observations  about  what  a  guide-book  said.  He  wanted 
it  "first  chop,"  and  so  on.  At  the  risk  of  being 
tedious  I  would  just  remark  that  when  anyone  asks 
for  intelligence  about  some  place  or  other  I  have  a 
desire  to  tell  what  I  know.  I  believe  the  doctors  call 
this  disease  cacoi-thes  scribemli.  "  X.  Y,  Z."  htis 
almost  made  a  convalescence  in  my  case. 
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A  CURIOUS  INCIDENT. 

Deae  Sib, — A  very  curious  incident  occurred  a  few 
days  ago.  I  was  fishing  in  the  river  Chew,  a  tributary 
of  the  Avon  at  Pensford,  near  Bristol,  and  after  taking 
a  brace  of  nice  sized  trout  and  losing  as  usual  the 
proverbial  three  or  four  pounder  I  again  tried  to  tempt 
him  to  a  bite.  There  were  at  the  time  a  great  many 
swifts  on  the  wing,  for  the  ephemera;  were  in  abundance. 
One  of  these  birds  came  in  contact  with  my  cast  just 
as  it  was  thrown ;  it  rapidly  coiled  round  the  body, 
the  hook  caught  the  gut,  formed  a  loop,  which,  like  a 
lasso,  drew  tight,  and  thus  the  bird  was  suspended.  I 
reeled  in  my  captive,  unhooked  the  loop,  and  set  the 
little  fellow  at  liberty  none  the  worse  for  its  adventure  ; 
the  mouth  was  well  filled  with  flies.  I  have  heard  of 
birds  being  caught  by  the  hook,  mistaking  the  artificial 
for  real  insect  life,  but  think  such  a  singular  event  as 
this  almost  unique. 

I  was  very  pleased  to  note  at  Pensford  such  a  large 
number  of  i swifts,  swallows,  martins  and  sand  martins, 
also  many  young  dippers,  kingfishers,  goldflnches,  bull- 
finches, and  others.  Shortly  after,  during  a  stroll 
along  the  banks  of  our  Avon,  there  were  some  hundreds 
of  the  black-headed  gull  lining  the  mudbanks  for  a  mile 
or  more.  Such  a  multitude  I  had  never  seen  before, 
mostly  young,  but  many  adult  with  the  oharaoteristic 
black  head. 

It  is  extremely  gratifying  to  see  such  an  increase  in 
our  valuable  and  interesting  birds,  and  if  it  be  a  result 
of  the  Protection  Act  its  wisdom  is  visible  enough  in 
our  neighbourhood. — Yours  faithfully, 

Abthdh  E.  Wheeleb. 


PISHING  AT  VERA  CRUZ. 

Sir, — Anglers  who  have  fished  for  the  snapper, 
which  are  to  be  found  in  the  harbour  at  Vera  Cruz, 
will,  I  think,  never  forget  their  first  try  at  them.  You 
are  standing  at  the  ship's  side  with  the  cargo  doors 
open  before  you  and  about  eight  feet  from  the  water 
to  the  deck.  Having  baited  a  good  treble  with  a  piece 
of  toast,  meat,  or,  what  I  like  best,  half  a  pretty-ripe 
banana,  you  empty  the  bucket  of  pantry  slops  into  the 
water  and  keep  your  bait  amongst  it,  just  on  top  of 
the  water,  not  deep  or  they  will  see  the  trace— and 
they  are  very  well  educated  these  snappers — when 
suddenly  you  see  a  swirl  and  hear  a  "  flop,"  and  down 
goes  a  piece  of  bread.  Yours  ?  No.  Wait  a  bit 
though ;  here  they  come,  about  a  dozen  of  them — 
what  beauties — ranging  between  101b.  and  201b.  More 
pieces  of  bread,  etc.,  go  down.  Here  comes  one  straight 
at  yours.  No,  off  he  goes  again — the  excitement  is 
intense.  Will  they  never  take  yours  ?  Patience, 
patience.  Ah  I  wait  till  he  turns.  Got  him !  What  a 
rush.  Oh,  they  are  splendid  fighters  and  go  at  a 
terrific  speed,  but  they  are  by  no  means  the  only 
fish  worth  catching  here.  If  you  would  have 
something  bigger  still,  try  one  of  those  monster 
kingfish  which  are  swimming  from  under  the  stern 
to  the  buoy  to  which  we  are  moored.  They  are  not 
shy,  and  will  take  a  big  piece  of  raw  beef,  but  let 
your  tackle  be  strong  and  your  line  long.  Put  on 
a  Devon  minnow  and  try  those  big  garfish  ;  they  are 
educated,  and,  besides,  are  hard  to  hook  on  a  spinner. 
Here  come  a  shoal  of  small  garfish,  about  Jib.  Bait  a 
No.  6  hook  with  a  small  piece  of  meat,  let  the  breeze 
carry  it  astern,  and  draw  it  in ;  you  can  catch  all  you 
want,  and  they  are  sweet  eating,  bar  the  bones.  If 
you  can  get  some  small  fry  from  the  shore,  paternoster 
for  those  perch-like  fish  of  a  yellow  colour;  they 
sometimes  bite  freely  and  average  about  lib.  There 
are  no  weeds  or  repulsive  catfish  to  bother  you  here. 
—Yours  truly,  Oysteesides. 

Rock  Ferry. 


FISHING  AT  FOWEY, 

Deab  Sib, — If  any  of  your  readers  can  afford 
information  as  to  eea  and  river  fishing  at  Powey  in 
September,  I  shall  feel  greatly  obliged,  especially  as  to 
name  of  reliable  boatman. — Yours  faithfully, 

Whitehall  Club,  E.  K.  Buestal. 

Parliament-street,  S.W. 


PISHING  AT  WAREHAM,  DORSET. 

Dear  Sib, — The  following  particulars,  which  my 
father  obtained  for  me  about  ten  days  ago,  will  no 
doubt  be  useful  for  your  correspondent,  Mr.  H.  H. 
Wilson  :  Coarse  fishing  in  river  Frome — permission 
from  Mr.  Clark,  solicitor,  High-street,  who  says  there 
is  roach  fishing,  and  pike  in  the  winter.  A  line  to 
him  would  no  doubt  gain  further  information. — Yours 
truly,  A.  Hbnnell. 

PIKE  FISHING  IN  RENFREWSHIRE. 
Dkau  Sib, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
me  any  information  in  regard  to  the  best  places  for 
pike  fishing  in  the  county  of  Renfrewshire  or  in  the 
vicinity  of  Glasgow.  I  would  like  to  know  also  what 
the  most  likely  bait  would  be  for  spinning  in  Scotch 
waters  for  large  pike  ?  I  have,  so  far,  been  spinning 
with  a  preserved  bait  (5in.  gudgeon),  but  can  catch 
nothing  over  |ljlb.  Apologising  for  troubling  you, 
— Yours  truly,  "  Amateub." 


WEIGHTS  OP  TROUT  FOR  LENGTH. 
Deab  Sib, — There  is  no  doubt  that  the  weights  of 
trout  for  length  vary  enormously  in  different  waters. 
On  the  Itchen  a  fish  in  condition  will  weigh  as 
follows : — 

12in  lloz.  to  12oz. 

13in  15oz.  or  lib. 

14in  lib.  Coz. 

15in  lib.  lOoz. 

16in  21b. 

But  in  the  month  of  June  I  have  had  a  15in,  trout 
weigh  as  much  as  lib.  15oz. 

In  the  Lower  Kennet  a  long  type  of  fish  prevails, 
and  in  May  Fly  time  the  weights  run  about  thus  :— 


17in   21b.  Goz. 

18in   31b.  loz. 

19in   31b.  lOoz. 

20in   4Ib.  2oz. 


In  Norway  I  have  recently  landed  a  trout  of  3Jlb. 
in  first-rate  fettle,  but  he  was  23in.  long.  Three  17in. 
fish  on  the  same  river  weighed  lib.  15oz.,  21b.,  and 
21b.  loz.,  while  in  the  adjoining  lake  a  black  looking 
fish  of  41b.  2oz.  ran  over  2ft.  in  length.  This  was  in 
July,  and  he  was  fat  enough  under  the  skin  when 
cooked. — Yours. truly,  Stroke. 


FLIES  FOR  COARSE  PISH. 

Deab  Sib, — One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  of  the 
present  day  which  an  all  round  angler  has  to  face  is 
the  problem  :  What  tackle  can  I  dispense  with.  It  is 
the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  for  anyone  who  has  a 
decent  balance  at  his  bankers  to  go  to  a  first-class 
fishing  tackle-maker  and  purchase  half  a  shop  full  of 
goods  with  which  to  wage  war  on  aU  sorts  of  fish  from 
gudgeon  up  to  tarpon.  It  is  pleasant  at  the  time, 
but  sooner  or  later  the  purchaser  finds  himself  the 
unfortunate  possessor  of  a  whole  menagerie  of  white 
elephants — articles  which  he  may  not  have  occasion 
to  use  once  in  ten  years,  however  much  time  he  is 
able  to  devote  to  his  favourite  pursuit.  To  descend  to 
much  less  bulky  articles  than  rods,  gaffs,  landing 
nets,  etc.,  how  many  people  are  there  who  purchase 
these  weird  monstrosities — chub  flies. 

I  admit  that  until  this  season  I  have  made  a  point 
of  having  some  of  these  curious  creatures,  but  never 
again.  This  year,  on  the  lower  part  of  the  Mole 
(water  by  no  means  famous  for  its  merits  from  a  fly 
fisherman's  point  of  view),  I  have  had  excellent  sport 
with  ordinary  trout  flies,  such  as  the  Coachman, 
Governor,  Red  Quill  Gnat,  White  Moth,  and  Heather 
Moth  (the  last-named  a  pattern  thought  a  good  deal 
of  in  the  West  Highlands).  My  bag  included  nice 
chub,  roach,  dace,  also,  what  is  not  so  common,  perch 
up  to  |lb.  in  weight.  I|  used  eyed-fiies,  and  only 
one  on  the  cast  at  a  time,  sometimes  fastened  on  a 
gut  point,  on  other  occasions  fastened  direct  to  the 
cast,  for  I  used  fine  tackle  and  one  of  Hardy's  twelve  feet 
Alnwick  greenheart  fly  rods. 

Should  any  of  my  brother  anglers  deign  to  try  this 
experiment,  I  think  that  they  will  discard  chub  flies 
as  a  useless  encumbrance. — Yours  faithfully, 

Fbank  Cushny. 


FRESH- WATER  PISHING  NEAR  THE  SEASIDE. 

Deab  Sie, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  C.  A. 
Nicole,we  have  at  Plymouth  the  rivers  Tavy,  Walkham, 
Meavy,  Cad,  Dart,  and  all  its  tributaries,  which  are 
all  easily  fishable  from  Plymouth,  starting  in  the 
morning  and  returning  in  the  evening.  I  shall  be 
pleased  to  send  my  "  Guide  to  Trout  and  Salmon 
Fishing  "  to  0.  A.  Nicole  if  he  will  write  me. — Yours 
truly,  William  Heaedee. 

Plymouth. 


MONSTER  BREAM. 

Deab  Sib, — As  I  have  seen  no  record  of  a  bigger 
bream  this  season,  I  thought  you  would  be  interested 
to  know  that  Mr.  H.  CuUingford,  of  Norwich,  fishing 
in  the  Wensum  at  Cossey  on  Aug.  4,  landed  a  fine 
bream  of  61b.  8oz. 

It  struck  me  as  I  was  looking  at  it  that  this  river 
must  surely  hold  the  record  for  England  for  big  bream. 
The  gentleman  who  made  this  capture  has  during  the 
last  few  years  caught  several  fish  well  over  Gib.,  and 
one  of  71b.  5oz.,  which  now  adorns  his  wall  in  a  glass 
case.  I  myself  last  September  caught  two  in  an 
afternoon's  fishing  of  61b.  and  71b.  13oz.,  and  I  know 
authoritatively  of  bream  from  the  Wensum  weighing 
91b.  4oz.,  91b.,  and  several  others  over  71b. 

Am  I  right  in  my  belief  that  no  other  river  in 
England  can  beat  this  record  ? 

That  you  may  not  think  (if  you  are  unfamiliar  with 
this  river)  that  it  holds  no  other  fish  than  bream,  I 
may  mention  that  I  saw  a  catch  of  roach  last  winter. 


To  Fly  Drkssers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  'Zd.  "The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Caldiiet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Di-y  and  Wet  H'ly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"Athenian"  of  the  Fishing  ilattlU.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
ITiis  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s.  2(i.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co. , 
St.  Dunstau'8  Houae,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


taken  before  breakfast  one  morning,  three  of  which 
went  over  2ib.  and  several  others  over  IJlb.,  and,  as  a 
final  instance,  a  friend  of  mine,  live  baiting  for  pike 
in  this  river  a  few  years  ago,  secured  in  one  day's 
fishing  six  fish  weighing  841b. 

The  fishing  in  the  Wensum  is  now,  I  may  say, 
almost  entirely  private. — Yours  truly, 

Herbert  J.  Kett. 

[Wensum  bream  must  be  hard  to  beat.  The  biggest 
bream  I  remember  to  have  seen  were  at  the  Norwich 
Fisheries  Exhibition  in  1882 — or  about  then — when 
some  monsters  were  exhibited  by  a  local  fish  stuffer. 
Whether  they  were  Weneum  fish  or  not  I  cannot 
say. — Ed.]   


AN  I.Blb.  PIKE  ON  ROACH  TACKLE. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  received  a  pike  of  181b.  to  set  up 
for  Mr.  Jennings,  of  Red  Hill,  Surrey.  It  being  caught 
on  a  "  tight  line  "  and  without  reel,  I  think  it  rather 
interesting,  so  have  sent  particulars  of  capture  as 
related  to  me  by  Mr.  Jennings.  He  was  fishing  at 
Dagenham  Lake  on  Aug.  3  when  he  hooked  the  fish 
by  the  tail  with  a  No.  12  roach  hook  and  gut  line, 
and  succeeded  in  landing  it  after  a  very  exciting 
struggle.  It  caused  a  great  deal  of  amusement  to 
several  anglers  who  were  fishing  there  at  the  time. 
Length  of  pike  41Jin.,  girth  19in.,  weight  181b.  When 
finished  it  will  adorn  the  walls  of  the  Earlswood 
Angling  Society.  It  will,  perhaps,  be  remembered 
that  Mr.  Jennings  caught  two  perch  in  October  last 
from  Earlswood  Common  weighing  21b.  lloz.  and 
31b.  7oz.— Yours  faithfully,  W.  F.  Homeb, 

157,  Forest-lane,  Fish  Mounter. 

Porest-gate,  E. 

[We  congratulate  Mr.  Jennings,  and  although  it  is 
very  creditable  to  his  skiU,  it  does  not  say  much  for 
the  fight  shown  by  such  a  fish  hooked  by  the  tail ;  he 
ought  to  have  smashed  everything. — Ed.] 


LOO  POOL,  CORNWALL. 

Deab  Sib, — I  am  much  obliged  to  your  corre- 
spondent "Ply  "for  his  correction  re  the  above.  I 
always  thought  until  now  it  was  subscription  water. 
The  thanks  of  all  fishermen  must  be  due  to  Captain 
Rogers  for  his  great  generosity  in  allowing  fishermen 
to  fish  this  lovely  piece  of  water. — Yours  truly, 

Plymouth.  William  Heaedee. 

FISHING  NEAR  RICKMANSWORTH. 

Deab  Sib, — I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  will 
give  me  some  information,  through  the  columns  of 
your  excellent  paper,  with  regard  to  the  fishing  round 
Rickmansworth.  I  believe  there  are  two  associations 
at  least  which  have  private  control  over  the  best 
waters  in  that  neighbourhood — the  True  Waltoniana 
and  the  Gresham. 

Is  it  possible  to  be  elected  a  member  of  either  club, 
and  what  are  the  fees,  conditions,  etc.  ? — Yours  truly, 

Cricklewood.  Devonian. 

[My  correspondent  should  write  to  the  secretary  of 
the  True  Waltonians,  80,  Liverpool-road,  Islington ; 
to  the  secretary  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society, 
Manchester  Hotel,  E.C. ;  and  also  to  the  secretary  of 
the  Piscatorial  Society,  Holborn  Restaurant.  These 
societies  all  have  fishing  in  the  district  referred 
to.— Ed.]   

USE  OF  LIME  IN  A  RIVER. 
Deab  Sib, — As  a  reader  of  your  paper,  I  take  the 
liberty  of  asking  your  opinion  on  the  following 
matter : 

Assuming  a  river  not  under  the  supervision  of  any 
board  of  conservators  runs  through  certain  lands, 
would  the  freeholders  of  such  land  or  any  other 
person  be  permitted  to  catch  the  fish  by  unfair  means, 
such  as  netting  or  by  the  use  of  lime  ? 

My  contention  is  that  if  an  angler  saw  anybody  use 
lime  and  could  get  an  officer  of  the  law  to  witness  the 
act,  proceedings  would  be  taken  against  such  person, 
notwithstanding  that  the  river  was  not  governed  by  a 
board  of  conservators.  I  consider  that  the  use  of  lime  . 
would  amount  to  a  punishable  offence.  Awaiting  the  | 
favour  of  your  reply, — Yours  faithfully,  ■ 

D.  D.  Richards. 

[The  use  of  lime  to  poison  fish  is  illegal  in  any 
river. — Ed.]  , 


SEA.  PISHING  NEAR  LLANDUDNO.l 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give  me 
any  information  as  to  whether  there  is  any  really  good 
sea  fishing  to  be  found  between  Llandudno  and  Canar- 
von.  If  so,  what  species  are!most  common,  and  during 
what  time  in  September  would  be  most  suitable. 
Boats  not  objected  to,  but  pier  or  jetty  fishing  pre- 
ferred.— Yours  truly,  Gaff. 


PISHING  AT  NUNSOON. 
Deab  Sib, — I  should  be  obliged  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  could  tell  me  what  fishing  tliere  is,  and 
if  free  or  probable  cost,  at  Nunsoon,  on  Firth  of 
Clyde. — Yours  truly,  A.  Lambert. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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The  FrSHlNO  Gazbtte  Is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  ilessrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishinq  Gazette,  St. 
Diuistan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    lOt.  6d. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    5s.  id. 

Three  Months    ditto  ditto    2s.  Sd. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage    12j.  6<i. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7  7  0 

Half  Page   3  16  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2   2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  4i.  per  Inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  Is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

AdrKiiisements  must  arrive  not  lattr  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Managek,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— "RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


A  Chanck  of  getting  a  Rod  on  a  Good  "Water 
AT  A  VERY  Reasonable  Subscription. 

I  THINK  many  readers  of  the  FisJiing  Gazette 
*ill  be  glad  to  know  that  there  are  a  few  vacancies 
for  rods  on  the  Bodenham  Fishing  Club  water  on 
the  Lugg,  near  Hereford.  The  subscription  at 
present  is  only  three  pounds,  and  a  very  reliable 
Hereford  correspondent,  who  knows  the  water 
well,  sends  me  the  following  particulars.  I  hear 
also  that  the  stock  of  trout  is  to  be  increased. 

"This  club  has  over  seven  miles  of  that  well- 
known  trout  and  grayling  river  the  Lugg,  and  the 
water  has  been  strictly  preserved  for  over  forty 
years.  The  grayling  fishing  is  considered  very 
good,  and  it  is  capital  May  Fly  water  and  very 
suitable  for  dry  fly  fishing.  The  club  is  limited  to 
twenty-five  members,  and  the  subscription  is  only 
three  pounds,  which  seems  to  us  very  little  for 
such  a  length  of  water.  It  is  very  easy  of  access, 
as  Dinmore  station,  which  is  in  the  centre  of  the 
fishery,  is  only  ten  minutes  from  Hereford.  There 
is  excellent  accommodation  at  Hereford,  and  a 
comfortable  inn  at  both  Dinmore  and  Bodenham. 
All  particulars  can  be  had  from  the  Hon.  Sec, 
R.  C.  liailey,  Esq.,  The  Pigeon  House,  Bodenham, 
Leominster." 


A  Strange  Fly. 
"  Mona  "  sent  me  a  fly  the  other  day  from  Ire- 
land which  I  had  not  seen  before,  a  sort  of  cross 
between  a  giant  bluebottle  and  a  dragon  fly.  I 
sent  it  to  Mr.  Edward  Step,  F.L.S.,  who  kindly 
replies  as  follows :  - 

"  Inistioge,  co.  Kilkenny, 
"  Aug.  15, 

"DkarMe.  Marston,-  Your  note  with  specimen 
has  reached  me  here  via  Ilarlesden  and  Ashtead, 
hence  delay  in  reply.  The  '  fly  '  is  a  hymenopteran 
named  Sirex  gigas.  The  larva  feeds  in  timber, 
and  the  '  fly '  sometimes  alarms  people  by 
emerging  from  floor-boards,  etc. 

"  There  is  a  beautiful  salmon  river  (the  Nore) 


here  that  would  please  you.  I  can't  catch  fish, 
but  I  have  sampled  both  salmon  and  trout,  and 
find  them  excellent.— Yours  very  truly, 

"Edward  Step." 


Some  Capital  Grayling  Flies. 

Mr.  H.  a.  Rolt,  author  of  a  pleasant  little  treatise 
on  "  Grayling  Fishing,"  and  a  very  keen  and  clever 
dry  fly  angler,  writes  : — 

"  I  send  you  a  few  of  my  new  grayling  flies, 
which  Mr.  P.  M.  Walbran  is  advertising  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  as  you  may  like  to  see  them.  I 
have  tried  them  now  for  two  seasons  on  various 
waters,  and  have  had  great  success  with  them. 

"  '  The  Witch  '  is  a  glorification  of  the  popular 
Green  Insect.  With  the  Ibis  Tag  and  flat  gold 
ribbing  the  attractiveness  of  the  fly  is  increased  a 
hundred  per  cent.  I  have  fished  it  wet  and  dry  as 
occasion  required,  and  have  never  found  it  fail. 

"  '  The  Dazzler,'  as  its  name  implies,  is  a  gorgeous 
arrangement  in  red,  gold,  green  peacock  and  dyed 
furnace  hackle.  On  bright  days,  and  especially 
early  in  the  season,  it  kills  well. 

"  '  The  Gem '  is  a  capital  fly  for  a  change,  and 
does  best  fished  wet.  The  body  is  made  of  dyed 
herl,  ribbed  with  scarlet  quill  and  gold  wire,  the 
hackle  being  a  tiny  feather  from  the  sea  swallow." 

I  can  strongly  recommend  the  flies,  especially 
the  "  Gem,"  to  all  grayling  anglers  who  like  to 
experiment  with  new  patterns  or  variations  of  old 
ones,  and  am  confident  they  will  kill  well. 

R.  B.  Marston, 


FIFTY  YEAES  AFTEE. 
a  REMINISCENCE  OF  ZERMATT. 

Now,  as  about  fifty  years  ago,  we  leave  Geneva 
for  Zermatt.  Along  the  shores  of  Lake  Leman  we 
travel,  but  now  much  more  quickly,  past  the  same 
places.  Lausanne,  with  its  recollections  of  Gibbon  ; 
Vevey,  which  sheltered  nobly  the  Regicides ; 
Clarens,  beloved  of  Rousseau ;  and  Chillon,  remind- 
ing us  of  Byron  and  Victor  Hugo.  The  river  and 
the  hills  remain  the  same,  but  the  towns  and 
villages  are  changed.    The  people  greatly  changed. 

Then  from  Viege  there  was  only  a  mule-path  up 
the  Visp  valley,  and  the  travellers  were  few  and 
far  between ;  to-da.y  the  Viege-Zermatt  Railway 
carries  tourists  by  the  thousand  each  summer. 
Then,  young  and  alert,  we  walked  to  St.  Nicolas, 
taking  the  ascent  lightly — now,  septuagenarian,  we 
proposed  to  repeat  the  walk ;  so  staying  a  night  at 
Viege  we  started  early  next  morning,  alpenstock  in 
hand,  afoot  up  the  valley.  To  Neubrucke  bravely, 
but  more  slowly,  much  more  slowly,  along  the 
steeper  road  to  Stallden.  It  is  only  four  and  a  half 
miles  from  Viege  to  Stallden,  and  our  guide-book 
says  less  than  five  hundred  feet  of  an  ascent,  but 
soon  I  began  to  lose  faith  in  the  figures.  It  seemed 
a  long  four  miles,  and  a  steep  five  hundred  feet. 
We  rested  frequently  en  route,  and  were  glad  to 
lunch  leisurely  at  Stallden.  Twenty  and  seventy 
years  differ  much,  there  is  a  wide  gap  between. 

Yet  the  road  is  as  picturesque  and  attractive  now 
as  then  ;  the  vineyards,  the  highest  in  Switzerland, 
are  the  pride  of  the  countryside,  and  wild  flowers, 
scattered  and  abimdant  everywhere,  are  Stallden's 
glory. 

We  were  glad  to  take  the  afternoon  train  to 
Randa,  and  to  find  vacant  there  a  comfortable 
room  at  the  good  hotel,  "  Weisshom." 

Randa  is  a  picturesquely-situated  village.  The 
valley  widens  here,  and  on  either  side  are  masses 
of  ice,  varying  in  shades  from  grey  to  blue  and  to 
emerald.  Westward  are  the  Glaciers  de  Bies, 
descending  from  the  great  Weisshom  mountain, 
and  eastward  the  Glacier  de  Festi,  from  between 
the  Nadelhorn  and  the  dome  summits  of  the 
Mischabelhorner  range.  Fifty  years  ago  they 
showed  us  the  traces  of  an  avalanche  which  it  was 
said  had  buried  a  village,  and  we  conjectured  a 
similar  ehoulemcnt  might  overwhelm  Randa,  but 
half  a  century  has  elapsed,  and  Randa  is  more 
prosperous  than  ever.  It  is  a  good  centre  for 
alpine  climbs,  and  just  now  the  whole  village  is 
radiant  over  a  wondrous  achievement  of  eleven  of 
the  stalwart  Randa  guides,  who  have  recently  fixed 
a  rope  to  aid  alpinists,  half  a  mile  long,  across  one 
of  the  most  dangerous  precipices  of  the  Weisshorn. 
Fifty  years  ago  no  one  dreamt  of  scaling  this  great 
peak,  to  me  the  most  symmetrical  and  beautiful  of 
all  the  Swiss  pyramids.  It  was  first  ascended  by 
my  old  friend,  Professor  Tindall,  in  1861,  four  years 


before  Mr.  Whymper's  disastrous  ascent  of  the 
Matterhorn. 

After  resting  a  day  at  Randa,  we  walked  the 
remaining  half-dozen  miles  to  Zermatt,  for  we  well 
remembered  that  we  should  pass  through  the  verita- 
ble garden  of  flowers  which  makes  the  vicinity  of  the 
hamlet  of  Tasch  so  attractive,  and  we  wished  to  linger 
longer  than  the  train  permits  over  that  first  glimpse 
of  the  Matterhorn  vouchsafed  to  us  on  nearing 
Zermatt.  For  after  all,  and  not  disparaging  any  of 
the  other  superb  heights  which  surround  Zermatt, 
it  is  the  unique  and  mysterious  Matterhorn  which 
gives  to  Zermatt  the  precedence  over]  all  other 
alpine  vales. 

We  have  spoken  of  changes,  but  how  totally 
metamorphosed  is  Zermatt  I  Fifty  years  ago  we 
went  to  one  small  inn  of  Dr.  Lauber ;  now,  thanks 
to  the  perseverance  and  enterprise  of  the  Seller 
family,  Zermatt  is  a  "  city  of  hotels."  It  has 
smoothly  paved  streets,  fin  de  siecle  sewerage,  and 
fourteen  hotels.  A  mountain  railway  comes  up  to 
it  from  the  Rhone  Valley,  and  a  funicular  railroad 
goes  up  from  it  to  the  Gornergrat. 

We  selected  as  our  resting  place  the  Seiler  Mont 
Rose  Hotel,  standing  on  the  site  of  the  former 
Lauber  Inn,  and  our  first  visit  was  to  the  little 
burying-ground  around  the  English  church. 

It  is  the  "  full  season,"  and  Zermatt  is  crowded 
with  visitors  from  many  lands — over-crowded.  Its 
chief  hotel,  "  The  Mont  Cervin,"  every  evening, 
when  the  tourists  come  back  from  the  heights  and  the 
train  comes  in  from  Viege,  is  a  Babel  of  tongues 
and  a  masquerade  of  many  coloured  clothings. 
Zermatt  is  too  noisy  nowadays  for  old  stagers  like 
myself. 

Two  thousand  feet  or  more  higher  up  we  see  on 
the  mountain  side  another  great  Seiler  house, 
"  The  Riffelalp  "  ;  they  tell  us  that,  too,  is  crowded, 
and  "  very  fashionable."  We  came  to  the  Alps  for 
quiet  and  comfort ;  in  Mayfair  and  Hyde  Park  we 
see  enough  of  crowds  and  fashions. 

Across  the  glaciers,  nestling  at  the  very  foot  of 
the  Matterhorn,  is  pointed  out  to  us  the  smallest 
of  the  Seiler  hostelries,  "  The  Lac  Noir,"  home- 
like in  its  comfort,  far  away  from  iron  roads,  and 
only  accessible  on  saddle  or  foot,  so  to-morrow  we  go 
there,  eighty-three  hundred  feet  above  old  Ocean, 
between  the  glaciers,  and  amidst  the  silent,  ever- 
lasting hills.  Max. 


WEED  FISHING  AT  THE  THAMES 
WEIES. 


It  is  surprising  how  few  anglers  apart  from  the 
"  locals  "  have  any  knowledge  of  the  grand  sport 
at  present  to  be  obtained  amongst  the  finny  tribe 
with  the  "  weed,"  and  in  order  to  let  a  little  light 
in  upon  the  subject  I  propose  to  give  a  few  hints 
on  this  kind  of  sport,  which  carefully  followed  will 
fully  repay  any  angling  enthusiast  who  cares  to 
carry  out  the  directions  given. 

During  the  months  of  August,  September, 
October,  and  well  into  November,  often  great 
numbers  of  large  fish — roach,  dace,  barbel,  and  chub 
— work  up  to  the  weirs  on  the  Thames  to  feed  off  the 
"  flannel  weed."  This  weed  grows  on  the  steps  of 
the  weirs,  and  can  be  easily  collected  by  the  angler. 
There  is  an  ample  supply  of  it,  and  if  the  angler 
does  not  care  to  take  off  boots  and  stockings  and 
walk  out  on  the  "  apron  "  to  gather  it,  he  will  find 
plenty  of  small  boys  who  will  gladly  collect  him 
sufficient  for  a  day's  sport  for  a  copper  or  two. 

Fishing  with  the  weed  can  either  be  carried  on 
from  a  boat  or  from  the  "  apron  "  of  the  weir.  The 
boat  is  perhaps  the  best  method,  as  the  angler  can 
then  choose  either  the  still  deep  pool  of  the  weir 
stream  when  the  paddles  are  shut  or  can  push  his 
boat  up  to  the  broken  water  and  fish  there ;  but 
the  man  who  has  enough  enthusiasm  to  wade  out 
on  the  "  apron  "  will  find  that  his  position  is  just 
as  good  as  the  man  in  the  boat.  It  is  necessary  to 
have  a  pliable  rod  and  at  least  fifty  yards  of  fine  • 
but  strong  running-line,  well  greased,  and  a  fairly 
heavy  float,  as  it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  cast 
well  out,  and  when  fishing  in  the  broken  water  it 
is  no  uncommon  thing  to  have  a  "  swim "  of 
twenty-five  yards.  A  piece  of  weed  about  two 
inches  long  should  be  wound  roxmd  the  hook,  which 
should  be  a  No.  9,  and  a  piece  of  the  weed  should 
be  left  hanging,  this  proving  very  attractive  to  the 
fish,  as  the  rushing  water  keeps  it  on  the  move. 
There  is  no  mistaking  a  bite  when  weed  fishing,  as 
the  float  as  a  rule  goes  right  away,  and  it  is  very 
seldom  a  fish  is  missed.  In  the  usual  bottom  fishing 
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Barbel  Fishing  at  Teddington  Weib  on  the  Thames. 
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the  fish  will  "bite  shy,"  but  the  conditions  under 
which  fish  feed  at  the  weirs  make  it  necessary  for 
them  to  rush  for  their  food  or  it  is  very  soon  out  of 
their  reach. 

If  the  angler  is  fortunate  enough  to  be  able  to 
hire  a  boat,  which  would  cost  about  three  shillings 
a  day,  he  should  try  the  pool  first.  Here  he  will 
find  ten  to  twelve  feet  of  water  and  no  tide.  The 
hook  should  be  a  foot  off  the  bottom,  and  the  bait 
should  be  cast  about  twenty  yards  away,  and  after 
letting  the  float  rest  for  a  few  minutes  should, 
by  short  jerks,  bring'  his  line  home  again.  In 
fishing  the  pool  one  might  let  the  bait  stay  in  one 
place  for  an  hour  without  getting  a  bite,  but  as 
soon  as  the  bait  is  seen  to  move  the  fish  run  at  it, 
and  the  angler  will  ofttimes  feel  a  jar  on  his  rod 
that  will  set  his  heart  beating  double  time.  After 
an  hour  or  so  it  would  be  well  to  take  the  boat 
into  the  "  rush,"  and  having  anchored  to  fish  in 
the  disturbed  water  allow  the  float  to  travel  as 
far  as  it  can  easily  be  followed  with  the  eye. 

In  the  case  of  the  bank  angler  it  is  necessary  to 
wade  out  on  to  the  "  apron,"  and  then  he  has  the 
choice  of  fishing  the  rough 
water  or  the  quiet  pool 
where  the  sluice-gates  keep 
the  water  up. 

It  is  very  seldom  that 
small  fish  are  caught  with 
the  weed.  I  have  seen  a 
lot  of  takes  recently,  and 
they  have  mostly  consisted 
of  roach  of  about  ilb., 
with  a  few  larger  ones  up 
to  Ijlb.  Barbel,  too,  of 
large  size  will  readily  take 
the  weed,  but  they  are 
caught  on  this  bait  only 
in  the  broken  water,  where 
large  chub  also  lie  in  wait 
for  whatever  is  floated  down 
from  the  upper  reach.  In 
fishing  the  rough  water  a 
keen  eye  must  be  kept  on 
the  float  to  distinguish  be- 
tween the  "ground"  as 
against  a  fish  bite,  but  a 
very  few  swims  will  tell 
even  a  novice  which  it  is. 

H.  P.  M. 


BARBEL  FISHING  ON  THE  THAMES. 


Teddington  Weir  has  long  been  looked  upon  by 
Thames  anglers  as  one  of  the  best  weirs  fcr  barbel 
fishing,  especially  in  the  early  part  of  the  season. 
This  year,  owing  to|the  low  state  of  the  rivar,  the 
barbel  have  not i fed  so  well  as  usual,  but  in  spite  of 
that  some  good  bags  have  been  made,  as  many  as 
sixteen  fish  up  to  6ilb.  having  been  taken  by  one 
rod  before  9  a.m. 

Among  the  successful  anglers  who  have  caught 
good  barbel  there  lately  are  Mr,  Hemmingway, 
71b.,  Mr.  G.  Sinibaldi,  6 Jib.,  and  Mr.  F.  H. 
Amphlett,  BJlb.,  and  many  other  fish  between  5lb. 
and  7lb.  have  been  caught. 

Bream  seem  to  be  imusually  numerous  this 
season  in  the  tidal  waters,  and  the  local  anglers 
are  looking  forward  to  some  big  takes  when 
September  comes.  Thames  views  have  been  some- 
what spoiled  at  Eichmond  and  other  places,  but  as 
will  be  seen  from  the  illustrations  Tedding' o  a  still 
retains  its  picturesque  charm. 


CAEP  FISHING  EXTEAOKDINAKY. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  is- 
sued by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low, 
Maraton  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  I,ane, 
London,  PuliliuherB  to  the  India 
Office.— A  Cataloguk  of  these 
Text  Books,  Class  Hooks,  His- 
tx)ries,  and  Indian  Govnrnment 
PublicfttlonB  can  be  Jtad  on 
application. 


McBniDE  riSHiNG  with  Customer  for  Babdel  at  Teddington  Wbib, 


The  eloquent  and  pithy  contributors  to  your 
well-known  paper  deserve,  and  no  doubt  receive, 
grateful  recognition  from  its  many  readers  for  their 
interesting  anecdotes,  but  it  is  rarely  I  notice  that 
the  incidents  of  adverse  as  well  as  successful 
experiences  are  given,  the  latter  telling  so  against 
the  narrator,  but  if  a  little  amusement  be  given  or 
a  smile  raised,  why  not  recount  them  ? 

To  put  this  idea  into  practical  form  I  give  you 
an  account  of  two  days'  carp  fishing  with  directly 
opposite  results,  but  the  successful  coup  shall,  of 
course,  have  precedence. 

The  place  where  the  carp  were  angled  for  and 
caught  was  a  few  miles  from  the  ancient  city  whose 
proud  motto  is  "  Semper  fideles,"  and  was  a  pond 
of  fair  dimensions,  its  length  being  about  a  hundred 
yards,  and  varying  from  twenty  to  thirty  yards  in 
width.  It  was  made  manyj  years  ago,  when  the 
railway  company  made  a  road  bridge  to  fitly 
accommodate  the  increased  trade  of  the  district, 
and  one  of  the  greatest  of 
the  advantages  of  the  pond 
was  that  the  bottom  of  it 
was  formed  of  clay  dug  in 
trench  fashion,  with  a  depth 
varying  from  two  and  a  half 
to  five  and  a  half  feet,  and 
provided  with  a  good  harbour 
of  weeds,  with  a  small  inlet 
and  outlet  of  water  at  each 
end  so  that  it  did  not  be- 
come stagnant,  and  was  also 
far  enough  from  the  city  and 
the  small  village  near  the 
railway  station  not  to  be 
overfished  or  disturbed  by 
some  of  those  so-called  carp 
anglers  who  frighten  the  foxy 
gents  but  rarely  catch  them. 

At '  the  suitable  and  best 
time  of  the  season  some  old 
hands  had  accoimted  for  over 
a  dozen  fine  carp  averaging 
from  41b.  to  91b.  each,  and  I 
must  here  mention  in  justice 
to  these  anglers  that  by 
mutual  consent  all  agreed  to 
return  to  the  water  fish 
under  31b.,  and  the  compact 
was  honourably  carried  out, 
it  being  found  that  several 
smaller  fish  were  caught 
which  if  returned  would  help 
to  keep  up  the  stock,  and 
perhaps  later  on  be  enticed 
to  pay  one  of  the  fishermen 
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domicile  for  the  mile  walk  which  was  to  bring  me 
to  another  well-known  carping  water,  which  was 
approached  through  some  half-dozen  fields,  in 
which  several  planks  across  water-dykes  had  to  be 
negotiated.  It  was  hardly  dawn  yet,  and  walking 
smartly  across  a  small  plank  into  a  rising  field 
there  was  a  prompt  stoppage,  involuntary  on  my 
part ;  my  rods  fell  from  my  hands,  and  my  other 
fishing  gear  went  flying  in  all  directions,  rocket- 
fashion.  I  had  unfortunately  tumbled  over  a  Mrs. 
sleeping  cow ;  it  was  an  exciting  time  while  it 
lasted,  and  it  was  difiicult  to  say  which  was  most 
scared,  the  fallen  fisherman  or  the  rising  cow.  The 
latter,  with  tail  erect,  bolted,  and  uttered  a  terrific 
yell  that  would  have  put  a  band  of  wild  Indians  to 
the  blush.  She  bounded  off,  and  the  rest  of  the 
cattle,  equally  alarmed,  followed  suit,  the  scene 
suggesting  a  buffalo  himt  in  the  wilds  of  South 
America;  at  any  rate,  the  cow  catcher  was  all 
there  I  found.  After  much  trouble  I  gathered  up 
my  scattered  forces,  and  nothing  daunted,  but 
somewhat  bruised  and  coived.  I  am  afraid  at  the 
time  of  the  actual  accident  that  even  the  big  "  D  " 


ABOUT  LANDING-NETS. 


"  Du  choc  des  opinions — -jaillit  la  verite." 

I  AM  afraid  someone  will  come  down  on  me  for 
"  going  in  for  theories,"  as  a  friend  of  mine  puts  it 
whenever  I  happen  to  tackle  him  on  matters 
relating  to  the  technical  side  of  fishing.  If  this 
should  happen,  it  certainly  would  come  under  my 
"  improved  reading  "  of  the  above  French  saying, 
which  states  "  .  .  et  autre  chose,"  and  I  may  add 
that  it  is  much  more  of  the  "  autre  chose  "  than  of 
the  "  verite "  that  one  gets  as  a  rule  out  of  a 
conflict  of  opinions.  Nevertheless,  here  goes.  I'll 
take  the  "  plunge,"  and  the  risks  connected  with  it. 

First  of  all  I  would  ask — What  is  the  avowed 
object  and  destination  of  the  landing-net  ?  It 
would  appear  as  if  one  answer  only  were  possible  : 
"  To  lift  from  the  water  fish  that  are  too  heavy  to  be 
lifted  bodily  by  rod  and  line  without  endangering 
either  the  tackle  or  the  hold  of  the  hook  in  the 
fish's  mouth."  If  this  be  the  correct  answer,  as  I 
believe  it  to  be,  what  is  the  use  of  those  small- 


an  encore  visit,  and  aff'ord  a  battle  royal.  This, 
however,  by  way  of  digression. 

Now  it  was  only  natural  that  the  writer,  being  one 
of  the  party,  should  feel  anxious  if  possible  to 
excel  all  the  previous  catches,  and  being  by  habit 
an  early  riser,  keen  on  the  matter,  I  baited 
quietly  and  secretly  the  best  and  most  likely  spots 
on  the  pond  some  days  previous,  and  on  a  warm, 
close  morning  in  August,  1896,  I  started  my 
operations  full  of  most  hopeful  anticipations. 

Time,  3  a.m.  The  heavy  night  clouds  were  dis- 
persing, and  a  magnificent  sunrise  rewarded  me, 
which  will  long  remain  impressed  upon  my  memory. 
The  darker  clouds  had  lifted,  and  the  azure  blue 
tinted  ones  fringed  with  golden  outlines  appeared, 
the  lark's  sweet  song  mellowed  the  still  but  fragrant 
air,  and  the  other  numerous  songsters  of  "  Fair 
Devon,"; not  to  be  outdone,  seemed  starting  a  rival 
concert,  which  if  heard  can  be  intensely  appreciated, 
but  never,  I  fear,  adequately  expressed  but  by  a  far 
more  eloquent  scribe  than  I,  so  I  must  leave  the 
fertile  imagination  of  your  readers  to  supply  my 
deficiencies.  The  harmony  and  fascinating  sur- 
roundings suggested  praise  and  recognition  of  the 
Master  Architect  whose  splendour  was  so  vividly 
displayed.  But  now  to  the  point.  My  lures  were 
bread  paste  mixed  with  granulated  sugar,  light  but 
strong  tackle  being  used,  and  the  usual  caution  and 
quiet.  Two  hours  passed  by  and  my  sanguine 
hopes  were  sinking  fast  as  the  only  signs  of  Mister 
Carp  were  some  rising  under  some  bushes  on  the 
opposite  side,  and  great  commotion  with  dashing 
leaps  in  the  weediest  part  of  the  water  where 
operations  were  impossible.  Soon,  however,  a 
change  came  over  the  scene — the  clouds  became 
overcast,  and  hot  rain-drops  began  to  fall  with  every 
indication  of  an  increase  and  continuance.  Pre- 
pared for  any  emergency,  I  took  a  glance  at  my 
tUl  now  mamoveable  float.  It  was  gliding  gradually 
out  of  sight  towards  the  opposite  bank,  and  before  I 
could  get  over  ray  surprise  my  rod  top  bent,  the  reel 
gave  forth  sweet  music,  and  the  fun  began.  Off  went 
about  twenty  yards  of  line,  and  then  before  your 
humble  servant  could  wind  up  the  line  that  fish  had 
doubled  and  came  up  splashing  near  my  feet.  The 
line,  however,  soon  tightened  again,  and  after  about 
five  minutes'  lively  play  a  nice  carp  that  displayed 
figures  5^1b.  on  the  weight  balance  was  grassed. 

In  a  few  minutes  another  seductive  lure  was 
offered,  and  in  less  than  ten  minutes  another  run 
and  ultimate  capture  resulted,  this  fish  being  a  fine 
one  of  61b.  Within  three-quarters  of  an  hour 
I  again  had  another  run,  securing  my  third  fish, 
which  scaled  just  over  41b.  In  my  experience 
extending  over  forty  years  I  have  never  found  the 
carp  take  so  quickly  and  so  persistently.  It  is 
well  to  add  that  I  also  ran  and  lost  two  other  fish, 
which  I  had  the  pleasure  of  playing.  In  the  one 
case  the  artful  gentleman  got  right  fast  in  some 
submerged  weeds,  and  in  the  other  I  slipped  on  the 
wet  grass  as  I  was  attempting  to  net  the  fish. 
The  whole  of  these  five  fish  were  caught  within 
six  yards  of  the  same  spot,  but  I  have  not  encored 
this  feat,  and  fear  I  shall  never  do  so. 
.    Now,  please,  for  the  sad  side  of  my  tale. 

About  a  week  after  this  ever-to-be-remembered 
event  I  decided  to  try  and  encore  my  previous 
exploits,  and  with  this  laudable  object  in  view 
journeyed  overnight  to  the  happy  hunting  ground 
-in  order  to  be  on  the  spot  betimes.  Some  friends 
living  in  the  vicinity  kindly  offered  me  shelter,  and 
I  accepted  their  hospitality,  and  for  fear  of  over- 
sleeping myself  declined  the  bed  offered,  electing  to 
trust  my  noble  form  to  the  care  of  my  net  hammock. 
I  secured  the  fastenings  round  the  office  door  knob, 
and  retired  early  for  the  necessary  repose,  and  as 
the  night  was  warm  and  balmy  (not  the  writer)  I 
thought  it  augured  well  for  my  prospects,  and  was 
soon  in  the  arms  of  Morpheus,  and  revelling  in 
dreams  of  catches  of  immense  specimen  fish,  when 
a  fearful  crash  came,  as  though  a  fearful  earth- 
quake had  visited  us  or  a  volcanic  eruption  had 
taken  place  under  the  hospitable  roof.  Stars  were 
abundant,  shooting  in  all  directions,  and  a  feeling 
of  intense  pain  oppressed  me  as  I  lay  on  the  floor 
nearly  stunned.  I  struck  a  light  and  the  mystery 
was  solved.  The  door  handle  had  come  off  (and  so 
had  I,  very  badly),  and  until  my  affrighted  friends 
were  satisfied  the  world  ha<l  not  come  to  an  end, 
all  was  chaos,  and  the  night  was  a  little  upset  all 
round.  Explanations  followed,  and  the  house  and 
inmates  resumed  their  usual  quiet,  but  I  was 
canny,  and  as  it  only  wanted  an  hour  or  so  to 
early  dawn  I  did  not  risk  another  fall  or  fright. 
Two-thirty  a.m.  arrived,  and  I  left  the  friendly 


in  H.M.S.  Pinafore  would  have  taken  a  back  seat 
for  realistic  earnestness  and  emphasis  if  compared 
with  mine. 

At  length  I  arrived  at  my  destination.  Daylight 
had  already  appeared,  and  I  could  see  things  in 
their  true  light.  Both  my  top  joints  were  broken, 
my  two  reels  were  not  in  working  order,  and  my 
sandwiches  and  other  edibles  were  hardly  good 
enough  for  ground-bait,  or  would  be  probably 
refused  as  a  rat's  feast. 

I  made  the  best  of  a  bad  job,  but  although  I 
fished  carefully  and  energetically  for  over  three 
hours  I  never  had  a  nibble  or  saw  a  float  tremble, 
and  packing  up  I  returned  to  my  humble  home, 
feeling  as  happy  as  a  mute  who  had  missed  a 
funeral  engagement  in  addition  to  losing  half-a- 
crown  and  picking  up  a  bad  sixpence  when  search- 
ing for  the  former. 

My  feelings  I  cannot  attempt  to  describe,  but  I 
fancy  a  hippopotamus  on  stilts  or  a  hottentot  on 
skates  for  the  first  time  would  be  happier  than  I, 
and  certainly  feel  less  pain.  I  can  assure  you, 
readers,  only  the  bravest  and  most  daring  go  carp 
fishing  ad  lib,  J.  A.  K. 


meshed  nets  which  one  constantly  sees  in  use  ?  I 
have  gone  to  the  trouble  of  ascertaining  the  sizes 
of  mesh  used  for  "  salmon-size  "  landing-nets,  and 
find  that  ^in.  "side,"  or  IJin.  between  opposite 
knots,  is  about  the  largest  size  of  mesh  used — at 
least,  I  have  never  come  across  anything  larger 
than  that.  Such  a  mesh  is  the  average  one  I  have 
used  for  roach  landing-nets,  and  as  for  larger  fish, 
the  average  weight  of  which  would  range  some- 
where between  61b.  to  81b.  (eels  and  lampreys 
excepted,  of  course,  "  snakes  "  ditto),  I  should  not 
dream  of  using  a  mesh  smaller  than  Ifin. 
"  side,"  or  about  3Jin.  between  opposite  knots. 
I  have  used  even  larger  mesh  than  that  for  my 
landing-nets  when  living  in  the  government 
Saratov,  where  I  used  to  have  splendid  fishing. 
The  carp  ran  up  to  15lb.,  the  smallest  being  2^1b. 
(of  which  but  very  few  were  caught  by  me  during 
my  five  years'  sojourn  in  that  part  of  Eussia) ;  the 
bream  averaged  3  J  lb.,  the  smallest  being  about  |lb. ; 
chub  from  |lb.  to  41b. ;  and  never  did  I  find  the 
slightest  disadvantage  in  using  the  large-meshed 
landing-nets  which  I  have  mentioned  above,  not 
even  with  respect  to  the  smaller  sizes  of  fish  quoted. 
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The  second  question  would  refer  to  the  size  of  the 
twine  used  for  landing-nets.  I  find  it  comes  close 
to  1-0  waterproof  line  for  salmon  nets,  and 
somewhere  between  3  and  4  sizes  of  the  same 
line  tor  "  gudgeon-mesh  "  nets  of  the  usual  dimen- 
sions, ranging  from  18  to  22in.  in  depth,  and 
suited  for  rings  of  from  14,  16,  and  18ln.  diameter ; 
while  the  finest  twine  I  ever  came  across  in  a 
"gudgeon-mesh"  net  (jin.  "side")  was  some- 
where between  6  and  7  sizes  of  the  ordinary  water- 
proof line.  Here  again  I  find  that  my  personal 
experience  has  led  me  to  adopt  quite  different  sizes. 
I  should  consider  a  3  to  4  waterproof  line  size 
ample  for  the  twine  of  my  largest-meshed  landing- 
net,  and  a  6  to  7  sized  one  for  my  smallest -meshed 
nets. 

It  may  be  asked — What  advantages  are  gained  by 
having  a  large  size  of  mesh  and  a  smaller  size  of 
twine  ?  The  advantages  gained  by  this  course  are 
pretty  numerous,  to  wit : — (a)  Less  material  (by 
weight)  and  less  work  is  expended  in  making  a  net ; 
(b)  the  weight  of  the  net  is  reduced ;  (c)  the  net 
shows  less  in  the  water  than  a  thicker  one 
would,  therefore  it  is  less  liable  to  scare  the  fish  ; 
(d)  it  dries  much  quicker — ergo  it  is  less  liable  to 
get  rotten. 

Now  we  come  to  another  question — the  depth  and 
width  of  landing-nets — and  here  again  I  must  say 
that  I  find  the  landing-nets  which  I  have  examined 
to  be  wanting.  Salmon  net — 24in.  ring,  30in. 
deep  ;  this  is  so  shallow  a  net  as  to  make  it  well- 
nigh  useless  for  large  fish.  A  depth  of  37in.,  as 
shown  by  a  net  that  was  stated  to  be  an  "  excep- 
tionally deep  one  "  (I  think  it  had  been  made  to  a 
special  order),  is  barely  sufiicient  with  a  24in. 
ring,  and  42in.  would  come  much  nearer  the  mark. 
The  "  wherefore "  lies  in  the  correct  way  of 
using  a  landing-net — that  is,  correct  from  my 
point  of  view.  When  landing  a  good-sized  fish, 
especially  if  it  be  a  game  one,  I  never  should 
attempt  to  lift  it  from  the  water  with  its  weight 
coming  at  a  right  angle  to  the  axis  of  landing- 
handle  (see  sketch  1)  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I 
should  try  to  bring  the  action  of  the  weight  of 
fish  as  much  as  possible  in  a  line  with  the  axis  of 
landing-handle.  I  always  draw  the  net  back  as 
soon  as  I  have  got  the  fish  safely  into  it,  and  draw 
it  in,  just  as  I  would  when  using  a  gaff;  this  is,  as 
far  as  I  am  aware  of,  the  style  which  is  universally 
recognised  the  correct  one  for  the  gaff,  and  I  do  not 
see  why  it  should  not  be  just  as  well  the  recognised 
one  for  the  landing-net.  In  both  cases  the  prin- 
ciple is  the  same,  as  well  as  the  end  to  be  attained 
— that  is,  to  do  the  work  with  the  least  possible 
strain  on,  and  danger  to,  the  tackle.  Besides  the 
strain  on  the  landing-handle  and  net  frame,  there 
is,  however,  the  strain  on  the  angler's  muscles  that 
has  to  be  considered.  I  can  by  no  means  complain 
of  being  weakly,  yet  I  must  confess  that  I  should 
not  care  to  lift,  say,  a  6-pounder  out  of  the  water 
on  a  landing-handle  from  4  to  5  feet  in  length. 
Enclosed  rough  sketches  will  show  with  suflBcient 
clearness  the  "  wrong  "  (No.  1)  and  the  "  correct  " 
(No.  2)  positions  of  the  landing-net  and  handle,  as 
I  imderstand  them ;  and  it  will  be  perfectly  obvious 
that  in  the  former  position  of  the  net  a  game  fish 
has  a  fair  chance  to  effect  its  escape — a  good  flip 
of  the  tail,  and  flop  it  goes — while  this  is  rendered 
perfectly  impossible  in  the  latter  position  of  the 
net. 

But,  to  enable  one  to  use  the  landing-net  in  what 
I  call  the  "  correct  "  style,  one  must  have  it  suffi- 
ciently long  in  proportion  to  its  [width.  This  is 
quite  essential,  as  with  a  short  net  on  a  large  ring 
it  is  perfectly  impossible  to  get  a  "  bag  "  of  sufficient 
depth  between  the  front  part  of__the  net  and  the 
bottom. 

I  have  been  told  that  landing-nets  are  used  out- 
side of  their  legitimate  destination  : — (a)  For  catch- 
ing live-bait,  and  (b)  for  keeping  fish  alive  in,  by 
having  the  bottom  part  of  the  net  immersed  in  the 
water  one  is  fishing. 

To  this  I  can  only  answer  that : — First :  It  is 
not  much  live-bait  that  one  will  catch  with  a 
landing-net,  however  small  its  mesh.  Secondly: 
That  a  "  drum-net "  is  much  more  efficient,  and  to 
be  recommended  for  keeping  fish  alive  in.  Thirdly : 
That  it  is  most  unpractical  to  consider  the  sub- 
ordinate and  casual  uses  to  which  an  implement 
may  be  put  sometimes,  and  to  satisfy  which  the 
essential  features  and  characteristics  of  that 
implement  must  be  sacrificed  altogether,  or  at 
least  distorted. 

I  honestly  believe  the  matter  treated  in  the 
above  lines  to  be  quite  worthy  of  the  consideration 


of  anglers,  and  hope  that  my  remarks  may  lead  to 
some  further  correspondence  on  this  subject,  the 
result  of  which  might  be  a  more  definite  outlining 
of  the  real  requirements  of  anglers  with  regard  to 
landing-nets.  Baron  Paul  Tchkrkassov. 


TO  EKIN'S  ISLE. 


Very  few  of  the  many  and  varied  charms  and 
attractions  which  angling  possesses  for  its  votaries 
excel  the  pleasurable  feelings  of  anticipation  and 
hope  with  which  the  angler  is  filled  on  imdertaking 
a  visit  to  some  region  hitherto  new  to  him,  and 
although  the  writer  had  twice  previously  visited 
the  "  distressful  country  "  many  years  had  elapsed 
since  the  last  visit,  and  the  districts  which  form 
the  subject  of  this  article  were  quite  fresh  to  him. 

How  often  it  happens  that  the  picture  painted 
in  one's  imagination  of  the  scene  of  the  intended 
visit  and  the  actual  reality  of  it  are  very  different 
things,  and  it  happened  that  the  present  instance 
in  so  far  as  the  first  portion  of  the  trip  is  concerned 
was  no  exception  to  the  rule.     My  friend  and  I 
had  long  contemplated  a  visit  to  Lough  Derg, 
famed  among  anglers  for  its  large  trout,  and  which 
report  has  it  are  to  be  taken  in  quantities  sufficient  to 
satisfy  any  but  the  most  rapacious  of  anglers  during 
the  May  Fly  season.    All  the  preliminaries  having 
been  duly  discussed,  it  only  remained  to  select  the 
particular  locality  from  which  to  fish  Derg.  Quite 
recently  a  well-known  angler  writing  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  about   Lough  Derg  stated  that  anyone 
knowing  the   ropes   would  never   select  either 
Killaloe  or  Portumna  from  which  to  fish  Derg,  and 
so  far  as  the  first  place  is  concerned  I  am  rather 
inclined  to  agree  with  him.    We,  however,  had 
no  choice,  for  through  leaving  the  selection  of 
locality  vmtil  rather  late,  we  found  that  Mount - 
shannon,  where  we  had  intended  taking  up  our 
quarters,  was  full,  and  so  had  to  fall  back  on 
Killaloe.    And  so  it  came  about  that  early  on 
Whit  Monday  morning  we  two  anglers  left  Euston 
by  the  8.30  Irish  mail  en  route  for  Ireland,  full  of 
hope  as  to  the  specimen  fish  we  might  catch,  and 
the  glorious  fights  we  should  have  with  them  ere 
they  were  landed.     What  mattered  it  that  the 
wind  was  blowing  strong  from  the  north,  that  it 
was  bitterly  cold,  that  the  sim  had  refused  to  show 
itself  for  days — we  were  on  angling  bent,  and  that 
sufficed.    The  joiuney  from  London  to  Holyhead 
was  accomplished  in  due  course,  and  although  the 
dull,  leaden  hue  of  the  sky  seemed  to  hang  like  a 
sombre  shroud  over  the  landscape,  we  were  not  in 
the  frame  of  mind  to  be  depressed  by  the  dismal 
surroundings.     Even  under  such  conditions  the 
wild  grandeur  of  the  Welsh  scenei-y  through  which 
we  passed  was  bound  to  impress  any  but  the  most 
callous  and  indifferent  spectator,  and  what  angler 
is  indifferent  to  the  beauties  of  Nature  even  in  her 
most  gloomy  aspect.     The  change  from  train  to 
steamer  was  quickly  accomplished,  the  run  across 
was  without  incident  until  approaching  Ivingstown, 
when  the  interest  of  all  on  board  was  aroused  by 
the  sight  of  the  German  fleet  quietly  riding  at 
anchor  outside  the  harbovu:.    On  landing  we  de- 
cided to  stay  the  night  at  Kingstown  and  continue 
our  journey  to  Killaloe  next  morning,  and  we  found 
plenty  of  amusement  in  watching  the  sailors  from 
the  German  fleet  (who  had  been  having  a  liberty 
day  ashore)  embarking  in  the  long  boats  and  being 
towed  off  to  their  respective  ships.    The  smart 
appearance  of  the  men  and  their  xmiforms,  and 
also  their  condition  after  a  day's  outing  ashore, 
reflected  great  credit  upon  their  training,  and  self 
restraint  on  the  part  of  the  men.    After  a  stroll 
and  dinner,  then  to  bed,  as  we  intended  to  catch 
the  early  morning  train  (5.15)  to  Killaloe.  Having 
left  instructions  to  be  called  at  a  quarter  to  five 
we  were  much  annoyed  to  find  it  ten  minutes  past 
the  hour  when  the  porter  called  us,  and  thereupon 
ensued  some  heartburnings,  to  put  it  mildly,  until 
he  reminded  us  that  possibly  we  had  London  time, 
and  that  Dublin  time  was  twenty- five  minutes 
behind  that,  so  all's  well  that  ends  well.    After  a 
few  hours'  run  we  arrived  at  Killaloe,  and  here  get 
a  good  view  of  the  Shannon  as  we  alight  from  the 
train,  the  water  from  Lough  Derg  coming  tumbling 
down  over  the  weir  wall  into  the  weir  pool  pre- 
senting a  very  imposing  spectacle,  and  giving  one 
the  impression  that  you  could  catch  fish  anywhere 
in  it  at  almost  every  cast.    As  the  day  was  well 
advanced  we  contented  ourselves  with  hunting  up 
our  boatman  and  making  all  necessary  preparations 
for  the  morrow,  when  we  hoped  to  make  the 


acquaintance  of  some  of  the  reputed  giant  trout  of 
Lough  Derg. 

The  next  morning  broke  fair  with  a  moderate' 
wind  from  the  west,  and  about  ten  o'clock  saw  us 
all  ready  for  a  start.    Having  got  all  our  tackle 
into  the  boat,  together  with  lunch,  etc.,  we  start  to 
row  up  the  canal  and  into  the  lake,  and  then  the 
first  part  of  the  performance  is  enacted.    We  have 
to  get  the  natural  flies  to  fish  with,  and  there  is 
one  place  which  is  always  a  sure  find  for  them,  and 
is  known  to  every  habitue  of  the  place.    This  is 
called  Sparling's  Wall,  and  is  one  of  the  stone 
walls  which  are  usual  in  Ireland  as  substitutes  for 
hedges.    On  this  wall  the  flies  may  be  found  in 
hundreds  on  the  shady  or  lee  side,  and  we  proceed 
to  pick  them  off  and  consign  them  to  the  boxes 
which  the  boatman  has  for  this  purpose.    Some  of 
the  natives  use  a  piece  of  a  cow's  horn  with  a  cork 
in  each  end  for  holding  the  natural  flies.  When 
dapping  on  the  river  with  the  natural  fly  from  the 
bank,  or  wading,  which  is  often  done,  this  method 
of  carrying  the  flies  is  very  handy,  as  the  receptacle 
can  be  carried  in  the  pocket  or  creel,  but  when 
fishing  from  a  boat  the  orthodox  box  is  much  the 
best,  being  more  roomy.    While  on  the  subject  of 
natural  flies  I  would  mention  that  in  the  evenings, 
especially  after  rain  (and  we  were  never  without  it), 
there  is  a  tremendous  rise  of  sedges  called  by  the 
natives  Stone  Fly  and  May  Fly  respectively,  but 
which  is  in  reality  the  Great  Red  Sedge.  They 
come  out  in  myriads,  and  one  only  has  to  stand 
for  a  few  minutes  near  the  river  bank  to  get  so 
completely  covered  with  them  as  to  give  one  the 
appearance  of  wearing  a  grey  suit.    The  fish  take 
them  greedily  for  about  half  an  hour  in  the  evening. 
I  shall  have  occasion  to  refer  to  this  subject  again', 
and  will  now  attempt  to  give  some  description  of  ' 
our  experience  of  dapping  on  Lough  Derg.    It  may  ; 
be  as  well  to  give  some  idea  of  the  tackle  requisite  ; 
for  this  kind  of  fishing,  the  more  so  as  the  majority 
of  rods  usually  made  and  sold  for  dapping  I  con-  i 
sider  quite  useless.    The  usual  style  of  dapping  rod  <■ 
obtainable  is  seventeen  or  eighteen  feet  long,  made  ' 
of  bamboo  with  greenheart  top.    These  are  not 
only  too  long  and  cumbersome,  but  there  is  not  ■ 
half  enough  give  or  play  in  the  joints  except  the 
top,  the  result  being  that  the  top  is  called  upon  to  , 
do  all  the  work,  leaving  the  rest  of  the  rod  so  stiff  , 
as  to  result  in  the  loss  of  many  good  fish,  not  only  • 
in  playing,  but  in  striking.    The  ideal  rod,  in  my  ; 
opinion,  for  dapping  is — butt  and  middle  of  light 
East  Indian  cane,  and  well  tapered  lengths  at  that,  'I 
and  greenheart  top,  length  about  fourteen  feet,  and  ! 
if  made  with  an  extra  short  butt  of  about  eighteen 
inches  or  two  feet  it  makes  up  into  an  excellent  i 
double-handed  fly  rod.    The  short  butt  can  also  be 
used  to  enable  you  to  get  further  away  from  the 
boat  in  the  event  of  there  not  being  much  wind. 
The  reel  should  be  a  four  or  four  and  a  half  inch 
Nottingham  optional  check,  and  the  line  a  very 
loosely  plaited  pure  silk  one.    There  is  a  splendid 
line  on  the  market  now  for  this  particular  style  of 
fishing.    The  cast  need  not  be  more  than  two 
yards  long,  but  must  be  of  good  natural  gut  of 
"  Selected  Refina  "  thickness.    For  hooks  I  prefer 
No.  8  crystal,  such  as  used  for  roach  fishing  ;  and 
while  on  the  subject  of  hooks  I  would  like  to  make 
a  suggestion  regarding  these,  which  would  obviate 
an  annoyance  that  all  dappers  must  have  experi- 
enced.   Unless  there  is  very  little  wind  you  will  | 
find  that  your  flies  (for  we  generally  use  two  and  i 
sometimes  three  on  the  hook  at  once)  have  a  nasty 
habit  of  working  along  the  shank  of  the  hook  and  | 
down  the  bend,  and  when  this  occurs  they  do  not 
stand  up  on  the  water  like  the  unattached  fly,  but  I 
lay  down  all  in  a  lump,  and  the  wings  get  wet  and  i 
your  bait  looks  a  very  unattractive  morsel.    If  a  j 
very  small  barb  was  cut  on  the  back  of  the  hook  j 
close  to  the  bend,  or  a  small  piece  of  bristle  whipped 
on  in  the  same  way  as  is  done  for  worm  hooks, 
this  would  be  sufficient  to  prevent  the  flies  working 
down  the  shank,  and  would  always  ensure  them 
riding  on  the  surface  of  the  water  in  a  perfectly  : 
natural  manner.    The  next  thing  is  to  fix  your  , 
flies  on.    Taking  a  fly  from  the  box  you  will  notice  ] 
a  small  brown  spot  on  the  thorax  immediately 
vmder  the  base  of  the  wings,  insert  the  point  of  ■ 
hook  in  this  spot,  and  bring  it  out  through  the 
corresponding  spot  on  the  other  side  of  thorax.  | 
Put  a  second  one  on,  and  if  blowing  hard  a  third,  i 
so  that  they  are  ranged  side  by  side.    Having  j 
drawn  off  some  line,  about  half  as  much  again  as 
the  length  of  your  rod,  let  go  your  flies,  and  holding 
the  rod  up  for  a  moment  let  the  wind  carry  your 
baited  hook  out,  when  by  lowering  the  rod  slightly 
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your  flies  alight  ou  the  water.  You  must  allow 
about  six  or  eight  inches  of  the  gut  of  the  hook 
length  to  be  in  the  water,  so  that  there  is  no  drag 
on  he  flies  and  they  stand  up  in  a  perfectly  natural 
way.  Of  course  you  will  understand  that  the  boat 
has  been  put  broadside  on  to  the  wind,  and  we 
are  drifting  over  the  selected  fishing  ground.  It  is 
now  only  necessary  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  your 
lure  and  also  to  raise  or  lower  the  rod  accordingly 
as  the  wind  drops  or  freshens  so  that  just  sufficient 
belly  is  kept  on  the  line  to  cause  the  flies  to  travel 
onward  at  the  same  pace  as  the  boat  is  drifting. 
The  rise  of  a  fish  when  it  happens  comes  with  such 
suddenness  that  it  is  very  easy  to  miss  them,  or, 
what  is  worse,  strike  too  soon  and  break  in  him. 
To  anyone  who  has  been  used  to  a  great  amount 
of  dry  fly  fishing  and  has  consequently  got  into 
the  habit  of  almost  anticipating  a  rising  fish  by 
striking  on  the  instant,  he  may  easily  strike  too 
soon  when  dapping.  If  a  fish  is  struck  on  the  rise 
when  dapping  there  is  only  one  thing  that  can 
happen,  you  will  have  some  repairs  to  make.  Old 
hands  at  the  game  generally  counsel  the  one,  two, 
three  dodge  when  a  fish  rises,  and  I  have  usually 
found  it  answer  thoroughly ;  but  I  think  when  a 
good  fish  has  risen  the  tension  on  one's  nerves  is 
apt  to  cause  a  hiu-rying  over  the  one,  two,  three 
that  will  sometimes  result  in  the  loss  of  the  fish. 

E.  F.  Goodwin. 

{To  be  continued.) 


THE  TUNA  IN  NOVA  SCOTIA. 


I  Bxvs  just  learned  certain  facts  concerning  the 
possibilities  for  fine  tnna  fishing  in  Nova  Scotia,  so 
hasten  to  send  them  to  you,  and  thus  give  any  of 
your  readers,  who  many  so  desire,  a  chance  to  try 
here  for  that  great  fish  this  season. 

This  information  was  given  me  by  an  old  resident 
of  Cape  Breton,  who  lives  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Myra  Eiver,  about  fifteen  miles  from  the  city  of 
Sydney.  In  his  younger  days  he  spent  a  great 
deal  of  time  on  the  water,  so  had  an  excellent 
opportunity  to  study  the  habits  of  the  tuna,  or,  as 
it  is  termed  here,  albicore,  horse  mackerel,  herring 
hog  or  jumper. 

He  has  killed  a  number  of  them  by  harpooning, 
and  even  landed  one  on  a  hand  line.  No  one,  as 
yet,  has  tried  to  take  one  in  these  waters  with  rod 
and  reel ;  but  my  friend,  Mr.  A.  C.  Eoss,  of  Sydney, 
is  sending  to  New  York  for  a  tima  outfit,  and  will 
make  the  attempt  this  summer. 

The  tuna  follow  the  schools  of  herring,  which 
come  here  early  in  July  and  remain  till  about  the 
first  of  October.  When  the  herring  fishermen 
make  a  haul  with  a  net,  the  tuna  play  around, 
often  so  close  to  the  boats  as  to  be  struck  by  the 
oars,  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  seize  a  stray 
fish,  and  occasionally  rushing  into  the  mass  of 
herrings  by  tearing  great  holes  in  the  netting. 

The  tuna  are  not  only  very  plentiful,  but  are 
extremely  voracious,  so  there  would  be  no  trouble 
in  getting  strikes  when  trolling  for  them  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  herring  schools. 

The  fishermen  often  throw  out  a  herring  just  to 
see  the  albicore  take  it.  I  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  great  sport  could  be  had  here  on  these 
fish  for  three  months  in  the  year,  which  is  as  long 
a  tuna  season  as  they  have  at  Catalina  Island. 

Careful  inquiries  enable  me  to  state  that  boating 
on  the  large  bays  and  harbours  of  this  coast  during 
July  and  August  is  perfectly  safe,  and  generally  so 
in  September,  although  during  the  latter  month 
there  is  likely  to  be  some  wind.  The  summer 
climate  is  said  to  be  delightful,  quite  cool  and 
bracing,  but  still  warm  enough  to  be  comfortable. 

Experienced  oarsmen  can  be  obtained  for  reason- 
able compensation,  and  there  are  plenty  of  sound, 
seaworthy  skiffs. 

For  from  fifteen  to  twenty  dollars  per  day,  or 
perhaps  considerably  less  by  the  week  or  month,  a 
steam  tug  or  naphtha  launch,  with  her  crew,  can  be 
hired.  This  could  take  care  of  several  fishing 
boats.  In  my  opinion,  it  would  be  well  to  have 
two  oarsmen  per  boat,  and  to  fish  in  couples,  so,  if 
one  boat  comes  to  grief  in  fighting  with  a  tuna,  the 
other  boat  could  go  to  the  rescue. 

I  would  use  one  thousand  feet  of  the  strongest 
tarpon  line  manufactured,  with  a  reel  amply  large 
to  hold  it,  and  furnished  with  the  usual  leather 
brake  and  with  one  of  Mills  and  Sons'  'patent 
handles  set  for  a  tension  of  at  least  fifteen  pounds. 
Again,  I  would  double  the  line  for  about  twenty- 
five  feet,  BO  as  not  to  lose  the  fish  by  breakage 


thereof  when  fighting  at  close  quarters.  The  snell 
should  be  of  extra  strong  wire,  fully  six  feet  long 
and  provided  with  three  swivels.  The  bait,  of 
course,  should  be  herring,  of  which  an  ample 
supply  would  always  be  readily  procurable. 

Several  times  in  the  last  two  or  three  years  I 
have  heard  the  statement  that  the  reason  nobody 
fishes  for  tima  on  the  coasts  of  New  Brunswick, 
Nova  Scotia,  and  Newfoundland  is  because  of  the 
stormy  weather,  great  waves,  and  consequent 
danger ;  so  I  have  taken  special  pains  to  make 
inquiries  concerning  the  weather  that  one  is  likely 
to  encounter  here  during  the  summer,  and  have 
learned  that  for  days  at  a  time  the  waters  of  the 
large  bays  are  as  calm  as  a  pond,  and  that  there  is 
no  danger  whatever  to  be  apprehended.  The 
fishermen  often  go  far  out  to  sea  for  the  herrings, 
and  no  accident  befalls  them. 

In  my  opinion,  tuna  fishing  here  during  July, 
August,  and  the  early  part  of  September  would  be 
no  more  perilous  than  it  is  at  Catalina  Island,  and 
no  more  so  than  is  tarpon  fishing  on  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico. 

I  have  investigated  concerning  the  probability  of 
finding  tuna  every  day  during  the  season,  and  have 
been  told  that  wherever  there  are  herrings  there  are 
sure  to  be  also  these  great  fish,  which  prey  upon 
them  ;  and  that  large  schools  of  herring  can  be 
found  almost  any  day  during  the  season.  The  first 
run  comes  early  in  July,  and  there  is  a  very  large 
run  also  in  September,  while  between  these  dates 
smaller  schools  keep  coming  in. 

They  appear  first  in  Myra  Bay,  some  fifteen  or 
twenty  miles  south  of  Sydney,  then  work  their  way 
into  Sydney  Harbour,  with  the  tuna  following. 
They  are  very  plentiful  near  Scatterie  in  September, 
but  the  bay  there  is  not  quite  so  well  protected  as 
is  Myra  Bay  ;  besides,  at  that  time  the  weather  is 
more  imcertain ;  nevertheless,  as  far  as  I  can 
learn,  the  conditions  there  are  by  no  means  too 
unfavourable  for  the  tuna  fishing.  One  would 
not,  though,  be  able  j  to  fish  continuously  day  after 
day  as  he  could  in  Myra  Bay  and  Sydney  Harbour 
during  July  and  August. 

My  informant  advises  that  for  the  Myra  Bay 
fishing  sportsmen  go  by  train  from  Sydney  to 
Myra  Gut,  and  then  by  boat  a  couple  of  miles  to 
Round  Island,  and  stay  at  the  house  of  Mr.  George 
Dillon,  where  good  boats  and  experienced  boatmen 
can  be  procured.  This  fishing  ground  is  well  pro- 
tected from  all  winds  except  those  which  come  from 
the  east. 

Scatterie,  fourteen  miles  from  Myra  Gut,  is 
reached  by  small  sailboat  or  occasional  tug.  The 
bay  there  is  open  only  to  the  east,  but  it  is  larger 
than  Myra  Bay.  The  herring  spawn  in  September 
at  this  place.  Good  boats  and  boatmen  can  be 
had  there  also,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  light- 
house keeper  would  be  pleased  to  take  care  of 
several  sportsmen. 

I  think  that,  if  the  tuna  fishing  here  be  given  a 
fair  trial  by  some  of  your  readers,  and  if  they  will 
take  the  trouble  to  write  up  their  experiences  for 
your  columns,  it  would  not  require  many  years  to 
make  these  waters  as  fashionable  a  resort  for  tuna 
fishermen  as  are  those  around  Catalina  Island. 

Unfortunately  for  me,  my  work  will  take  me  to 
British  Columbia  this  summer,  so  I  cannot  start 
the  ball  rolling  as  I  might  desire  to  do  so,  but  next 
year,  and  for  several  succeeding  years,  it  is  possible 
that  business  will  bring  me  here  during  the  summer 
months  ;  and,  if  it  does,  you  may  be  sure  that  I  shall 
come  provided  with  the  best  obtainable  outfit  for 
undertaking  the  capture  of  the  great  albicore. 

— J.  A.  L.  Waddbll  in  Forest  and  Stream. 

[There  is  a  most  interesting  chapter  on  "  Catch- 
ing Albicore  "  in  Mr.  Pattillo's  capital  book  "  Moose 
Himting,  Salmon  Fishing,  etc.,  in  Canada,"  recently 
published  by  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and 
Co.  In  seeing  the  proof  sheets  through  the  press 
I  added  this  note :  "  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  Mr.  Pattillo's  very  exciting  account  of  his 
albicore  fishing  in  this  chapter  will  induce  anglers 
to  visit  Nova  Scotia  to  fight  the  albicore  with  rod 
and  line,  just  as  they  go  now  to  Catalina  Island 
to  catch  tuna,  a  fish  of  the  same  species." 

— R.  B.  Marston.] 


To  Fly  Drbsskrs,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready 
price  2<.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  ¥ly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"  Athenian"  of  the  Fithing  Oaxtltt.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sendlDg  2t.  3d.  to  Sampson  Low,  MarstoD  and  Co. , 
St.  Dunatan's  Hoan,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


"IN  A  LONDON  PAEK." 


It  is  on  my  conscience  that  I  can  never  trust 
myself  in  a  London  park  without  being  tempted  to 
fish  in  the  Ornamental  Waters.  It  may  be  the 
sight  of  the  poor  ducks  being  robbed  of  their  bread 
by  mighty  carp,  or  perhaps  it  is  the  notice  board 
that  sternly  commits  me  to  the  "  utmost  rigour  of 
the  law,"  or  it  is  possibly  my  strong  and  quite 
indefensible  love  of  poaching — the  reason,  be  what 
it  may,  is  far  to  seek,  but  the  fact  remains  in  all 
its  shameless  glory.  Permission  to  fish  is  invari- 
ably refused,  politely  but  very  firmly.  A  friend  of 
mine  has  applied  regularly  every  .Tune  for  years 
past,  much,  I  suppose,  on  the  principle  of  the 
artist  who  having  sent  his  picture  to  seventeen 
consecutive  Academies  was  finally  accepted. 

Looking  backward  to  schoolboy  days,  I  well 
remember  an  occasion  when  I  all  but  landed  a 

monster  ;  it  was  in  the  ,  but  "  that's  tellings," 

as  the  children  say — the  locality  must  not  be  dis- 
closed. There  were  three  conspirators,  two  small 
boy  friends  and  myself,  all  very  much  excited  and 
bound  to  secrecy  by  a  number  of  strange  oaths 
extracted  from  one  of  Marryat's  books — if  memory 
serves  me  "  The  King's  Own."  We  each  brought 
our  share  towards  the  commonweal.  George, 
since  grown  to  be  known  as  "  Braconnier "  (a 
poacher),  had  the  bait — worms,  which,  by  the  way, 
were  got  from  a  London  garden,  and  in  the  getting 
aroused  some  suspicion  in  the  parental  mind. 
George's  "  wanting  to  dig  "  was  so  unusual,  and 
his  reason,  "  that  he  liked  to  see  the  place  look 
tidy,"  so  unconvincing,  that  it  is  wonderful  papa 
gave  him  leave  at  all ;  and  as  Master  George  then 
proceeded  to  scratch  a  deep  hole  that  remained  an 
eyesore  for  many  days,  the  doubts  in  his  worthy 
father's  mind  were  I  think  'justified.  Jimmle 
brought  the  boat;  it  had  been  given  him  by  a 
particularly  prim  aimt,  as  being  something  that 
should  blend  instruction  with  amusement.  Its  de- 
scription in  the  shop  window  as  a  "model  "  yacht 
had  evidently  taken  her  very  correct  fancy,  and 
enabled  her  to  improve  the  occasion  and  tender 
some  excellent  advice. 

"  Jimmie,"  she  said,  mysteriously,  as  one  imparts 
a  secret,  "Jimmie,  to-day  is  your  birthday." 
This  fact  was  already  well-known  to  our  hero, 
having  been  used  as  security  to  borrow  sixpences 
from  his  elder  brothers  for  weeks  past.  However, 
he  looked  properly  surprised,  and  his  aunt  con- 
tinued, "  and  I  am  going  to  give  you  a  present,  a 
model  " — she  laid  emphasis  on  that  word — "  yacht, 
and  I  hope  that  as  you  grow  up  you  will  endeavour 
to  be  a  model  " — more  emphasis — "yachtsman." 

And  to  our  shame  be  it  spoken,  it  was  this 
very  boat  that  figured  so  largely  in  our  poaching 
expedition.  I  had  the  tackle ;  this  was  simple  but 
very  strong — it  was  a  large  hook  on  gimp  and  about 
a  yard  of  stout  line.  Our  idea  was  to  make  it  fast 
to  the  rudder,  bait  with  a  worm,  push  ofif  and  wait 
conclusions,  and  so  indeed  we  did.  A  gentle  breeze 
blew  across  the  lake  breaking  its  surface  into  a 
thousand  tiny  ripples,  that  Jim,  with  a  proud 
knowledge  of  things  nautical,  described  as  a  "fol- 
lowing sea."  Afloat  were  all  manner  of  strange 
craft,  every  sort  and  kind  of  rig  imaginable — cutters, 
schooners,  brigs,  barques,  lifeboats,  a  catamaran, 
and  a  tin  steamer  that  puffed  noisily  along  until 
somewhere  in  the  "  trackless  ocean  "  of  the  lake's 
centre  she  sprang  a  leak,  and  drifted  ashore  water- 
logged and  with  the  fires  out.  Then  there  were 
boats  that  were  obviously  made  by  old  sailors  and 
had  been  bought  during  some  seaside  holiday,  a 
smart  cutter  with  complicated  ropes  and  "  real 
saQs,"  as  their  owners  proudly  told  you,  and  there 
were  boats  that  could  have  come  only  from  a  London 
toy-shop,  painted  in  glaring  colours,  and  with  an 
immovable  crew  glued  upon  their  uneven  decks, 
or  sewn  among  their  insecure  rigging.  Into  this 
strange  medley  we  launched  our  vessel,  the  good 
ship  Victory,  a  long  and  rakish -looking  schooner. 
To-day,  being  on  piratical  work  intent,  she  flew  her 
black  flag  and  carried  all  her  guns ;  the  pocket-money 
of  weeks  had  gone  to  buy  those  cannon.  All  was 
made  ready,  the  hook  was  baited  and  left  to  dangle 
temptingly  in  the  clear  water,  and  then,  amid  hearty 
cheers  and  in  a  stiflSsh  breeze,  the  Victory  left  port, 
left  on  what  was  to  be,  alas  1  her  last  voyage. 

Out  and  away  she  went,  to  other  eyes  merely  a 
harmless  vessel  taking  a  summer  cruise ;  to  us 
who  knew,  a  privateer  embarked  upon  a  great 
venture,  and  as  such  we  watched  her  course  with 
breathless  interest.  She  was  a  hundred  yards  or  so 
from  shore,  when  the  wind  fell  away  and  the 
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flotilla  of  yachts  lay  becalmed.  We  could  see  the 
Victory,  her  black  flag  drooping  to  the  mast,  "  as 
idle  as  a  painted  ship  upon  a  painted  ocean  "  ;  for 
a  minute  she  was  still,  when  suddenly  there  came 
a  violent  shaking,  and  then  she  woke  into  life, 
pitching  and  rolling  heavily  as  a  smack  does  in  a 
cross  sea. 

"  Look,  look !  "  we  cried ;  others  were  looking  too. 

"  What's  wrong  with  that  boat  ?  "  said  someone  ; 
a  crowd  was  gathering  on  the  shore,  staring  in 
wonder  at  our  privateer.  All  round  her  was  dead 
calm ;  another  ship  or  two  close  by  were  motion- 
less. 

"  She's  moving,"  cried  Jim  ;  and  so  indeed  she 
was,  but  not  by  any  means  as  a  model  yacht 
should  move  :  stem  first  and  with  her  bows  high 
out  of  water  she  ploughed  across  the  lake ;  the 
wind  had  freshened,  but  she  sailed  swiftly  against 
it.  Evidently  we  had  hooked  something  enor- 
mous, for  our  boat  was  dashing  here  and  there 
whithersoever  the  fish  chose  to  go.  All  this  was 
not  lost  upon  the  spectators,  and  our  difliculty 
now  was  how  to  explain  matters  when  she  came 
ashore  ;  there  were  park-keepers  to  be  thought  of, 
and  elderly  gentlemen  who  might  prove  trouble- 
some, and  I  think  even  vague  ideas  of  policemen 
flitted  before  us.  However,  our  fears  were  needless, 
for,  as  we  watched,  the  Victory  slowed  up,  and 
then  stopped  dead  in  a  heavy  wind ;  we  could 
see  she  was  deep  in  the  water,  and  had 
suffered  considerably  on  that  perilous  voyage. 
Even  then  she  might  have  drifted  slowly  ashore, 
but  the  unseen  monster  was  too  powerful;  away 
she  sailed  again  straight  into  the  wind,  travelling 
faster  and  faster,  throwing  up  clouds  of  spray, 
until,  far  out  in  the  lake,  with  flag  flying  and  all 
sail  set,  in  the  bright  sunshine  of  a  summer's  day, 
she  gave  one  mighty  plunge  for  freedom,  and  then, 
with  a  final  shake  and  quiver,  the  brave  ship  dis- 
appeared for  ever.  The  wild  excitement  was  over, 
the  battle  was  lost  and  won,  and  we  were  left 
lamenting.  Our  adventure  had  attracted  too  much 
attention  for  us,  even  supposing  another  boat  were 
obtainable,  to  try  the  experiment  again,  and 
whether  the  big  fish  remained  anchored  to  the 
Victory  or  whether  it  broke  loose  and  lived  to  be 
bigger  still,  I  am  unable  to  say  ;  indeed,  from  that 
time,  full  fifteen  years  ago,  until  this  present 
season,  I  have  left  that  particular  piece  of  water 
unfished. 

In  my  second  experience  I  was  not  chief  officer, 
but  merely  a  "  deck  hand."  Standing  in  a  hot  and 
dusty  London  street,  garbed  in  the  cloak  of  fashion 
and  wearing  upon  an  imwilling  head  what  my 
little  nephew  calls  a  "  business  hat,"  my  eye 
caught  sight  of  three  excited  youngsters.  Three 
pickle-jars  and  a  sixpenny  butterfly-net  showed 
them  on  sport  intent.  Instinctively  I  made 
towards  them. 

"  Please,  sir,  take  us  across." 

"  Come  along  then,  and  where  are  you  going  ?  " 

"Fishin'  in  the  park,  sir."  Early  days  flashed 
back  upon  me. 

"  May  I  come,  too  ?  "  This  caused  quite  a 
flutter.  They  drew  ^  together  whispering  and 
eyeing  me  with  some  suspicion.  Then  the  leader, 
he  who  carried  the  net,  spoke, 

"  You  ain't  a  keeper  ?  " 

"  No." 

"Nora  'tective?" 

"  No ;  I  am  only  a  fisherman  like  you." 

This  assurance  and  a  pennyworth  of  hardbake, 
preferred  to  chocolate  "  'cos  it  lasts  longer," 
entirely  won  my  young  Waltonians.  I  was  voted 
one  of  the  party  and  even  allowed  to  carry  the  net, 
a  mark  of  great  favour.  So  we  journeyed  on, 
meeting  as  we  went  a  familiar  face  or  two  that 
looked  in  wondering  surprise  at  my  queer  com- 
rades, but  I  cared  not,  "  I  was  going  fishing  in  the 
park." 

My  small  companions  became  more  free  of 
speech  when  the  hardbake  was  disposed  of. 
"  Father  goes  fishin',"  said  one,  "  but  he  don't 
catch  so  many  as  we  do."  "And  what  do  you 
catch  ?  "  "  Little  'uns  ;  mostly  stickelers  and 
tiddlebats.  Once  we  got  a  big  'un,"  the  speaker 
looked  to  the  others  for  support,  their  eyes  sparkled 
at  the  recollection.  "  He  wct»  a  whopper."  "And 
how  did  you  get  him  in  the  bottle?  "  I  asked,  and 
received  somewhat  of  a  shock  on  hearing  that  they 
"  bent  him."  However,  we  were  well  inside  the 
park  and  near  the  water's  edge  by  now,  so  past 
glories  were  soon  forgotten  in  present  possibilities. 

The  scene  at  the  lake  reminded  me  somewhat  of 
the  Seine  near  Paris,  where  the  good  citizens  stand 


shoulder  to  shoulder  rod  in  hand  in  pleasant 
rivalry,  keen,  expectant,  anxious,  yet  with  little 
likelihood  of  more  than  small  roach  or  gudgeon  to 
reward  them.  Here  in  our  London  park  were 
crowds  of  boys,  for  the  most  part  ragged  and  poor, 
but  with  a  sprinkling  of  better  dressed  rascals 
among  them  ;  these  latter  had  escaped  while  their 
pretty  nursemaids  coquetted  with  "  The  Army," 
and  when  their  absence  was  noted  were  swiftly 
recalled  by  the  very  unlikely  threat  of  "  telling 
your  ma."  A  right  merry  band  we  were,  laughing, 
splashing,  shouting,  yet  keeping,  by-the-bye,  an 
ever-watchful  eye  upon  the  distant  keeper.  We 
took  turn  and  turn  about  with  the  net,  my  longer 
reach  enabled  me  to  explore  "  the  dark  unfathomed 
caves  of  ocean  "  and  to  secure  treasures  hitherto 
unknown — minnows,  dace,  strange  insects,  water 
beetles,  and  finally  a  fair-sized  perch,  which  brought 
me  into  undue  prominence  so  that  nets  of  all  sorts 
and  sizes  were  thrust  upon  me  and  requests  to 
"  have  a  scoop  with  mine,  guvnor,"  echoed  far  and 
wide.  All  this  commotion,  however,  was  not 
without  its  efl'ect  upon  the  keeper,  and  a  sudden 
thinning  of  the  throng,  together  with  a  warning 
"  look  out,  mister ;  run  for  it,"  told  me  that  prompt 
action  on  my  part  was  necessary.  Now  a  gentle- 
man in  a  frock-coat  and  "  business "  hat  cannot 
run,  at  least  not  with  dignity,  so  the  only  thing 
was  to  face  it  out. 

"Good  evening,  officer,"  I  said.  "  Some  rascally 
boys  fishing,  eh  ?  " 

Now,  was'it  that  I  rattled  some  loose  silver  in  my 
pocket,  or  was  it  that  he  had  not  seen  me  with 
the  net  ?  or  was  he  a  fisherman  too  ?  I  wonder. 
At  any  rate,  he  smiled,  and  said : 

"  Ah  1  a  lot  of  trouble  they  gives  me.  Not  as  I 
minds  'em  fishing  though,  I  likes  to  see  it,  but 
dooty,  sir,  dooty." 

And  the  old  soldier  drew  himself  up,  came  smartly 
to  attention,  and  shook  his  rattan  at  the  retreating 
piscators,  after  which  brief  show  of  authority  he 
relapsed  into  a  gentler  mood,  and  under  the  influence 
of  a  cigar — "I'll  smoke  it  later,  sir,  thankee" — ■ 
and  a  tip  he  unfolded  an  angling  adventure  that 
had  happened  to  him  on  the  Nile,  an  adventure 
so  terrifying  and  so  weird  that  even  I,  hardened 
angler  as  I  am,  found  some  difliculty  in  believing 
its  fearsome  details,  and  that  left  me,  as  I  walked 
homeward  through  the  cool  of  that  pleasant  sum- 
mer's evening,  to  ponder  on  the  many  "things 
undreamt  of  in  my  philosophy,"  and  of  the  beauty 
of  truth  as  applied  to  fishing  stories. 

Egbert  Stanley. 


WITH  KOD  AND  GUN  IN  lEELAND. 


Had  the  Irish  people  been  a  batch  of  tourists  in 
the  olden  days,  Cromwell's  advice  "  to  Connaught  " 
might  have  been  wise.  A  more  ideal  touring 
ground  it  would  be  difficult  to  picture.  Here  in 
Connemara,  which  is  but  a  small  section  of  the 
delightful  country  opened  up  by  the  Midland 
Great  Western  Railway  of  Ireland,  the  civilisation 
of  to-day  rubs  shoulders  with  the  remains  of 
bygone  centuries,  for  the  hand  of  man  has  not 
foxmd  it  necessary  to  remove  and  lay  waste  the 
preserved  dwelling-place  and  the  ivy-clad  ruin. 
The  holy  well  is  as  it  was,  the  cave  dwellings 
remain,  the  round  tower  still  idefies  time  as  it 
defies  the  archaeologist  to  prove  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  built ;  the  lore  of  the  earliest  ages 
lives  in  the  stories  of  the  people,  and  the  Connaught 
folk  themselves  preserve  the  soft  good  nature  of 
their  race,  and  show  a  hospitality  that  cannot  be 
excelled  in  any  part  of  the  world.  It  is  a  delightful 
region — a  Promised  Land  for  the  angler,  a  unique 
hunting  ground  for  the  geologist  and  the  antiquary 
— well  watered,  wild,  bold,  picturesque,  and  as 
thickly  covered  with  kopjes  as  the  neighbourhood 
that  surrounds  Ladysmith  itself. 

What  strikes  me  most  on  my  return  after  a  long 
absence  is  the  wonderful  advance  made  in  favour 
of  the  tourist  in  these  parts.  Time  was,  not  long 
ago,  when  the  Irish  provincial  hotel  was  a  synonym 
for  something  that  was  not  over-clean  and  not  too 
well  managed.  Hut  in  my  absence  the  railway 
companies  have  wisely  taken  over  the  principal 
hostelries  in  their  districts,  and  one  is  now  as  well 
"  done  "  in  the  wilds  of  the  West  as  he  is  in  the 
heart  of  London,  and  ever  so  much  more  cheaply. 
The  railway  people  have  wakened  up  generally, 
and  to-day  I  find  a  train  service  to  the  remotest 
parts  of  Ireland  that  was  undreamt  of  twenty 


years  ago,  and  the  time  schedule  is  no  longer  a 
delusion  and  a  snare. 

Stout  and  whisky  (somebody  will  add 
"  agitators")  are  supposed  to  be  the  only  products 
of  Ireland,  and  the  average  Londoner,  it  he  were 
asked,  would  declare  that  the  only  place  of  scenic 
splendour  was  Killarney.  That  may  be  due  to  the 
poet  Moore  and  the  modesty  of  the  rest  of  Ireland 
in  refusing  to  boom  itself.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
there  is  a  spot  on  the  north-west  that  is  regarded, 
by  the  comparatively  few  who  have  visited  it,  as 
equal  in  charms  to  Killarney.  I  refer  to  Lough 
Gill,  in  Sligo,  which  may  have  been  dropped  where 
it  is  by  the  angels  when  they  were  fashioning  the 
better-known  resort  in  Kerry.  There  are  here  in 
the  West  hundreds  of  other  spots  that  would  long 
ago  have  become  Meccas  for  the  tourist  had  they 
been  placed  on  the  Continent  of  Europe. 

Does  the  young  English  sportsman  desire  to  strike 
new  and  excellent  groimd  ?  Let  him  come  here 
and  fetch  his  Canadian  canoe  and  his  rod  and  gun. 
He  will  find  in  Connemara  a  miniature  Quebec, 
minus,  of  course,  the  moose  and  the  other  big 
game.  He  may  go  from  lake  to  lake  much  as  his 
Canadian  cousin  does,  and  find  the  portages  easy 
and  pleasant.  He  may  paddle  in  many  a  bay  and 
enjoy  the  roll  and  the  ozone  of  the  sparkling 
Atlantic,  and  the  courteous  peasant  will  always  be 
glad  to  tramp  any  distance  to  show  him  where  the 
fish  are  in  plenty  and  where  he  is  most  likely  to 
find  quarry  for  his  gun.  Those  of  more  matmre 
years,  if  they  are  averse  from  muscular  exertion, 
may  drive  from  spot  to  spot  on  the  "  outsider  "  of 
the  country  and  come  to  an  anchor  here  and  there 
in  the  charming,  often  entrancing,  beauty  spots 
with  which  Nature  has  lavishly  endowed  this  Conne- 
mara, which  being  interpreted  is  "  place  of  bays 
and  lakes." 

How  many  know  Renvyle,  the  softest,  most 
dreamy,  and  most  pleasant  place  out  of  fairyland  ? 
Can  many  English  travellers  describe  Clifden,  em- 
bedded in  the  deepest  of  timber,  where  the  send  of 
the  Atlantic  ceaselessly  sounds,  in  liquid  whispers 
when  the  sun  shines  and  the  soft  breezes  blow,  and 
in  mutterings  and  roars  when  the  gale  sweeps  from 
the  west  and  lashes  the  rollers  against  cliff  and 
beach  ?  And  Recess.  How  often  has  it  been 
heard  of  ?  Seldom  in  London.  Yet  it  possesses  a 
combination  of  charms  that  type  could  not  describe. 
Londoners  and  Englishmen  generally  are  not  to  be 
blamed  for  not  knowing  Connemara  as  they  should 
know  it,  since  Irishmen  themselves  as  a  rule  know 
as  much  about  the  place  through  actual  acquaint- 
ance as  they  do  about  Thibet. 

The  country  is  open  to  the  tourist,  the  travelling 
facilities  offered  by  the  Midland  Great  Western 
Railway  people  are  second  to  none  ;  every  conveni- 
ence is  to  be  found  in  the  hotels  nowadays,  and  the 
student  who  comes  to  study  the  people  and  the 
country  will  return  with  a  stock  of  knowledge  more 
interesting  and  useful  than  he  can  obtain  by 
tramping  the  Continent  and  exploring  the  dust- 
heaps  of  Europe.  Here  in  the  West  one  can  in 
the  wildest  places  come  in  contact  with  an  old-time 
civilisation,  and  links  that  bind  the  living  present 
with  the  dead  past.  It  is  a  place  to  dream  in,  a 
land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey  for  the  tourist,  a 
hospice  where  in  a  short  fortnight  Nature  will 
restore  the  strength  of  brain  lost  by  the  city  man 
during  a  year's  grinding  in  the  mill  of  commerce. 
J.  Emerson  Neilly  in  Pall  Mall  Gazette. 


REPORTS  FROM  mERS,  LOCHS,  k 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  mornvng, 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Genxbaei  Bbuabeb. — The  tiver  is  in 
good  order,  the  heavy  rain  which  has  fallen  being  of 
great  advantage.  Eoach  are  still  feeding  well  though 
very  few  large  fish  have  been  caught.  All  the  local 
streams  which  empty  themselves  into  the  Thames 
have  toned  down  in  colour,  and  good  sport  should  be 
had  at  most  places.  Barbel  fishing  has  not  improved 
during  the  week,  but  should  now  do  so.  At  Thames 
Ditton  several  fish  have  been  caught,  but  mostly^ 
small.  A  fish  of  8^1b.  has,  however,  been  taken  there, 
and  Buttery,  the  local  professional,  informed  me  on 
Wednesday  that  he  had  hooked  four  or  five  heavy  fish, 
one  of  which  he  played  for  two  hours  and  could  not 
lift  oil  the  bottom  of  the  river.  All  the  big  fish  were 
lost,  but  there  is  no  doubt  large  barbel  are  at  times  to 
be  had  on  a  properly  baited  swim  at  Thames  Ditton. 
At  Teddiugton  Weir  only  small  barbel  have  been 
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caught,  but  the  jack  in  the  weir  pool  have  been  feeding 
much  better. — F.  H.  Asiphlett. 

Aucholxae  District, — I  had  two  nice  days  this 
week  on  the  Ancholtne  with  my  London  friends,  but 
we  had  very  poor  sport.  The  fish  are  very  gut  shy, 
and  must  be  taken  with  the  finest  tackle.  Other 
anglers,  more  used  to  coarse  fishing,  have  done  better. 
Roach  up  to  lib.  lOoz.,  and  bream  of  31b.,  have  been 
caught  about  Castlethorpe  Bridge,  and  sundry  matches 
have  yielded  individual  catches  of  from  41b.  to  91b. 
each.  Tench  which  were  released  about  Biigg  have 
found  their  way  five  or  six  miles  up  the  river.  One  or 
two  trout  have  been  seen  about  Kedsey  Beck  foot,  and 
I  saw  one  man  with  a  string  of  pike  (five  or  six)  up  to 
about  41b.,  taken  with  spoon  bait. — Thomas  Ford, 
Caistor. 

Avon  (Rinffwood). — Mr.  Gilliam  caught  here,  on 
Aug.  18,  421b.  of  roach ;  on  the  20th  he  had  a  good 
catch,  the  three  heaviest  roach  weighing  respectively 
21b.  Joz.,  21b.  2oz.,  and  21b.— E.  W.  P. 

Bottisliani  Iiocks  (Waterbeach). — The  sudden 
changes  in  the  temperature,  and  the  weather  being 
very  unsettled  all  the  week,  have  to  a  great  extent 
been  against  heavy  creels,  although  the  number  of 
anglers  visiting  this  spot  is  legion.  Amidst  the  many 
drawbacks  they  have  stuck  to  the  rod.  Heaviest  take 
of  roach,  61b.  a  rod.  Silver  bream  have  been  giving 
better  sport.  The  pike  have  been  troublesome,  flying 
about  in  all  directions,  but  with  difficulty  secured.  I 
have  paid  a  visit  lower  down  stream  to  Upware,  and 
found  the  best  sport  there,  all  free  water. — John  O. 
George,  Beche-road.  Cambridge. 

Coruisli  Streams. — The  rivers  have  all  improved 
since  the  rain  of  Sunday  and  Monday,  and  peal  are 
travelling  in  good  quantities  in  the  Camel  and  Fowey. 
Several  have  been  taken  in  both  rivers,  the  best  basket 
being  eight  of  an  evening.  Trout  fishing  is  better  than 
it  has  been  for  weeks.  The  Upper  Tamar  is  in  good 
condition,  and  some  of  the  Launceston  streams  are 
showing  sport,  baskets  of  fifteen  and  twenty  trout  being 
made.  A  poacher  with  a  large  net  has  been  caught  in 
the  Camel  by  Nepean,  the  water  bailiff. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  water  is  high. 
A  good  deal  of  fresh  water  came  down  on  Monday,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  it  has  brought  some  peal  up  the  stream. 
The  nets  are  now  ofi  the  river,  and  anglers  anticipate 
that  fishing  will  now  be  improved  from  the  present 
miserable  state  of  thingj.  The  moorland  waters  un- 
doubtedly cojitain  all  the  fish,  and  this  week  Messrs. 
Tollit  and  Gregory  have  had  good  sport.  Mr.  Tollit 
creeled  a  trout  21b.  in  weight  besides  a  number  of 
peal.  At  Staverton,  on  Aug.  14,  Mr.  Soper  had  a 
basket  of  two  nice  trufE  and  several  trout.  Mr.  H. 
Full  and  Mr.  E.  Ackrell  have  each  had  good  sport  in 
the  Hempstone  stream. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks). — The  river  is  now 
in  very  good  fishing  order,  and  good  sport  is  to  be  had 
with  perch  and  pike  down  by  Kirkham  Abbey.  The 
weather  is  warmer  and  should  bring  roach  on  the 
feed.— H. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Good  sport  has  again 
been  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception.  Mr.  Bowden, 
the  host  of  the  Green  Man  Hotel  here,  took  a  91b.  pike 
from  the  Dove,  at  Mayfield,  whilst  spinning  for  trout. 
The  river  has  been  in  good  order  for  the  fly  since  ouc 
last  report,  and  the  Red  Spinner,  July  Dun,  and  Light 
Coachman  have  been  doing  the  best  with  both  trout 
and  grayling.— D.  &  W.  H.  Foster. 

Esk  (Wliitby). — During  the  past  week  only 
moderate  sport  has  been  secured,  but  heavy  rains  have 
been  experienced  and  the  outlook  is  much  improved. 
At  the  time  of  writing  heavy  thunder  showers  are  fall- 
ing, which  should  do  much  to  ensure  a  better  state  of 
affairs  for  some  time.  Sea  anglers  have  been  enjoying 
capital  sport  during  the  week,  mixed  baskets  being 
secured.  Mackerel,  whiting,  gurnet,  etc.,  are  plenti- 
ful ;  operations  in  the  offing  in  consequence  a.e 
remunerative. — J.  -Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  weather  has  been 
against  angling  prospects  generally.  In  the  Exe  a 
few  trout  have  been  taken.  The  Culmstock  otter 
hounds  with  their  respected  master  and  a  good 
following  worked  the  river  from  Stoke  Canon  to  Cade- 
leigh  and  Bickleigh,  two  days,  but  unfortunately 
there  was  no  kill.  In  the  canal  some  perch 
and  roach  have  been  caught,  and  near  Exminster 
Mr.  H.  Falconer  had  a  fine  carp  in  splendid 
condition,  71b.,  which  I  had  the  pleasure  of  netting 
for  him  after  some  good  play.  Two  other 
were  run  the  following  day,  but  broke  away  in  the 
weeds  which  are  too  much  in  evidence.  In  the 
Burlescombe  and  Tiverton  Canal,  near  the  last-named 
town,  Mr.  Davey  has  caught  a  very  fine  pike 
which  weighed  IBlb.,  which  is  a  good  second  to  the 
25-pounder  previously  reported.  I  shall  not  be  able 
I  find  to  send  full  details  of  the  result  of  draining  the 
Burlescombe  reach  till  next  week,  after  I  have  seen 
the  parties  concerned  and  got  the  facts  together. — Red 
i  Palmer. 

Fen  Dictrlot  (South  Linos  and  Camba).— 

Several  times  lately  this  district  has  been  affected  by 
heavy  showers.  On  Monday  the  rain  was  very  heavy, 
and  it  has  done  a  good  deal  of  damage  to  crops.  The 
rains,  however,  have  been  in  favour  of  angling,  for  as 


a  rule  the  drains  wore  getting  stale  and  clear.  Some 
good  sport  is  now  being  had  at  the  lower  end 
of  the  Forty-foot.  Although  somewhat  weedy,  it 
is  said  the  roach  have  gone  fairly  mad  over  creed 
wheat.  The  same  is  a  fact  about  Billingborough. 
Subscribers  are  said  to  have  done  well  in  that  locility. 
From  Market  Deeping  I  hear  also  that  there  has  been 
some  good  sport  among  the  roach.  Anglers  have  bad 
better  luck  also  in  Cambridgeshire.  From  the  middle 
Level  drains  plenty  of  captures  have  reached  101b.  or 
121b.  for  the  day.  Trout  anglers  are  also  doing  well 
on  the  preserved  portions  of  the  Glen. — Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Good  roach  continue  to 
reward  anglers  visiting  the  upper  reaches,  while  at 
Ponders  End  and  Tottenham  these  fish  have  been 
caught  up  to  nearly  lib.  The  Flanders  Weir  Fishery 
of  the  Anglers'  Association  has  yielded  some  good 
roach  and  a  couple  of  41b.  barbel.  Big  chub  have 
been  seen  lately  in  this  water,  but  I  have  heard  of  no 
notable  captures  yet.  Pike  and  perch  are  now  in 
go:d  condition  for  the  basket.  Bream-fishing,  as 
far  as  I  can  glean,  has  been  quiet  this  past 
week,  the  result  of  the  stormy  weather,  but  now  the 
river  has  been  refreshed  they  should  come  on  feed 
with  warm  winds  and  some  sun  in  evidence.  Boiled 
wheat  and  white  paste  are  excellent  roach  baits  now 
in  the  Lea.  The  river  is  in  very  fair  order,  as  is  also 
the  Stort,  where  I  hear  of  good-sized  roach  and  perch 
being  caught.  Some  dace  have  been  taken  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Beane.  No  good  trout  are  reported 
taken  lately. — Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — The  society  have  lost  under  very 
sad  circumstances  a  most  trusty  and  faithful  servant 
in  their  keeper,  Tom  South,  who  fell  from  his  canoe 
while  on  duty  and  was  drowned  on  Wednesday  evening 
(Aug.  13).  The  deceased  leaves  a  widow  and  four  young 
children  totally  unprovided  for.  Our  society  is,  how- 
ever, starting  a  subscription  list  for  their  benefit,  which 
has  at  present  reached  £22.  This  may  meet  the  eye 
of  some  London  anglers  who  have  used  our  waters  and 
who  might  like  to  contribute  to  such  a  deserving  cause, 
in  which  case  any  donations  will  be  thankfully  received, 
and  may  be  sent  to  Cambs  and  Ely  Angling  Society, 
Cambridge.— P.  W.  G. 

ItXLgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  have  been  visited  with  heavy  rain,  accom- 
panied with  thunder,  since  last  report,  and  it  has 
caused  the  rivers  to  rise  rapidly  and  colour,  and  they 
are  now  running  high  and  muddy  and  out  of  fishing 
order.  Up  to  Saturday  the  water  was  in  order  and 
the  fish  rising  well,  and  some  nice  trout  and  grayling 
landed ;  since  then  fishing  has  been  slow.  A  few  rods 
have  tried  wasp  grub  and  worm  since  Tuesday,  but 
sport  quiet.  With  fine  weather  there  should  be  good 
sport  on  both  streams  next  week.  The  Pinsley  is 
muddy. — Gwynne. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (King-sland).— 
Heavy  rains  on  Aug.  14,  repeated  on  the  16th  and 
17th,  caused  a  rise  of  a  few  inches  of  muddy  water — 
since  cleared — leaving  the  rivers  in  capital  condition 
both  as  to  colour  and  leveV  Weather  continues  very 
unsettled  and  changeable,  and  sport  has  varied.  Flies 
same  as  mentioned  in  last  week's  report.  Should 
weather  become  more  settled  and  favourable,  sport 
should  be  good  the  coming  week. — K.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Bream  fishing  seems  at 
last  to  have  come  in  evidence,  for  in  several  districts 
some  good  catches  have  been  made  this  week.  One 
gentleman,  fishing  at  Castor,  succeeded  in  capturing  a 
dozen,  several  up  to  31b. ;  and  at  Wisbech,  Messrs.  F. 
Glenny  (London)  and  R.  Hill  (Nottingham),  in 
several  days'  fishing,  caught  33J  stone,  two  of  the  fish 
weighing  51b.  each  ;  also  a  basket  of  roach  weighing 
SO^lb.  has  been  made  from  the  Nene  at  Wisbech. — 
E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — Fly  fishing  has 
not  been  good  during  the  past  week.  Copious  rains 
have  kept  the  river  muddy,  and  in  the  intervals  when 
the  water  has  cleared  a  little  the  fish  have  shown  no 
inclination  to  take  the  fly.  On  Aug.  20  the  river 
was  full,  but  is]clearing,  and  there  should  be  a  chance  of 
sport  it  the  weather  keeps  fine.  At  last  there  is  some 
evidence  of  the  arrival  of  the  sea-trout,  or  peal  as  they 
are  locally  termed.  Your  reporter  saw  one  in  the 
public  water  three  days  ago,  and  another  of  61b.  which 
had  been  netted  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  on  Aug.  18. 
— Heeon. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry,  Hunts). — Water  in  really 
good  condition  and  colour  now  for  all  kinds  of  angling. 
Some  first-rate  chub  up  to  4 Jib.  taken  on  Tuesday,  and 
Messrs.  Hall  and  Grundy  have  also  been  having  some 
good  sport  among  the  bream,  several  up  to  41b.  ;  rudd 
and  roach  have  been  feeding  well  on  wheat. — A.  Scahd. 

  (St.  Neots).— The  water  has  been  very  bright, 

and  consequently  sport  has  not  on  the  whole  been 
good.  An  exceptional  catch  of  Icwt.  of  bream  was, 
however,  made  in  two  days  by  one  party  last  week, 
and  a  perch  of  lAlb.  was  landed  on  Monday.  The 
late  heavy  rains  have  put  a  little  colour  into  the 
water. — W.  N. 

Plymouth. — One  or  two  good  thunder  showers  have 
put  some  water  in  the  rivers,  and  several  fisherman 
have  been  out,  but  the  sport  up  to  the  present  has 


been  very  much  below  the  average  of  the  last  few 
years.  I  balieve  the  incessant  use  of  the  minnow  is 
the  cause  of  it,  and  the  sooner  the  fishing  is  restricted 
to  the  artificial  fly  the  better  for  all  true  sportsmen.  I 
have  lately  had  some  gentlemen  here  from  the  north, 
and  they  are  simply  disgusted  at  the  way  our  limited 
space  in  the  rivers  is  raked  with  the  minnow  to  the 
detriment  of  the  fly  fishermen,  for  where  one  is  hooked 
fairly  a  dozen  are  pricked,  which  of  cours-3  spoils 
their  rising. — W.  Hearder. 

Severn.  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llan^my- 
uech). — The  weather  still  continues  most  unpropitiou^ 
for  angling,  and  all  these  rivers  are  of  a  most  pro- 
nounced coffee  colour.  The  only  really  interesting 
angling  news  is  that  a  Cheshire  gentleman,  hailing 
from  Egremont,  whilst  angling  in  the  Cain  near  its 
junction  with  the  Vyrnwy,  captured  a  fine  trout 
21b.  6oz.  in  weight — rather  a  record  take  as  fir  as 
trout  are  concerned  in  this  river. — Vyrnw!i'. 

Sussex  Rivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — There  is  a  marked  improvement  in  sport  in 
the  tidal  waters  of  the  Cuckmere  at  Alfriston.  Anglers 
have  taken  from  201b.  to  301b.  bags  of  bream,  some 
good  fish  among  them.  The  Ouse  has  been  unsatis- 
factory. A  few  bream  up  to  3f  lb.  have  been  captured 
at  Hamsey.  The  big  tides  have  affected  the 
Adur,  where  sport  has  not  been  remunerative.  The 
canal  at  Chichester  is  teeming  with  fish  of  every 
description,  but  is  in  bad  condition,  low  and  weedy. 
"  The  powers  that  be"  take  no  interest  in  the  water, 
piscatorially,  although  one  of  the  best  waters  in  the 
south,  and  would  be  a  gold-mine  to  a  syndicate  who 
rented  and  preserved  it.  Bream  of  2Jlb.,  tench  of 
21b.,  roach  up  to  14oz.,  eels  of  2|lb.,  and  pike  of  31b. 
are  the  week's  record.  Bass  and  mullet  have  been 
taken  in  the  harbours. — G.  P.  Salter. 

Taff  (Llandowror,  Carmarthenshire).  —  Rod 
fishermen  are  having  little  or  no  sport  with  either 
trout,  sewin,  or  salmon,  but  the  net  fishermen  in  the 
tidal  waters  continue  to  make  large  takes  of  sewin. 
— H. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — River  low  and  clear,  but  the 
rain  falling  continually  freshens  it  up  and  causes  the 
fishermen  to  be  on  the  move,  but  only  in  the  evenings 
do  they  succeed  in  grassing  a  few  trout.  I  saw  a  large 
catch  of  peal  and  salmon  on  a  fishmonger's  stall — 
caught  in  the  nets  evidently— showing  that  all  the 
salmon  are  not  yet  gone.  Rock-fishing  not  as  good  as 
usual,  but  the  bass  are  out  in  deep  water,  only  caught 
by  whiffing. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  again 
undergone  a  sudden  change,  and  is  now  running  high 
and  muddy.  The  weather  up  to  Saturday  (Aug.  16) 
was  suitable  for  angling,  but  sudden  rain  fell  on 
Aug.  17,  accompanied  by  some  heavy  thunder,  and 
the  rivers  quickly  rose  bank  full  and  muddy, 
and  quite  out  of  order  for  fiy  fishing.  Angling 
has  been  quiet  this  week.  The  water  is  now 
going  down  and  clearing,  but  it  will  be  some 
days  before  it  will  be  in  order.  A  few  anglers  have 
been  out  this  week  with  bottom  baits.  The  baits  to 
use  are  the  worm  and  the  wasp  grub.  Trout  have  been 
on  the  feed  and  taking  them  well,  and  several  very  nice 
lots  of  fish  have  been  landed.  Last  Saturdaj'  a  trout, 
lib.  lOjz.,  was  landed  along  the  Policy.  la  the 
water  under  the  Castle  perch,  roach,  and  eels  have 
been  landed  with  worm.  At  Ashford  several  trout 
have  been  taken  this  week.  The  Ony,  Corva,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  have  been  high  and  muddy,  and  fishing 
on  them  quiet  this  week. — S.  Ludlow, 

 (Tenbury). — The  Teme  is  this  district  is  now 

running  high  and  muddy  and  out  of  order  for  fly 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  changeable,  and 
heavy  thunderstorms  have  been  had,  which  caused  the 
river  to  rise  bank  full.  It  is  now  g^ing  down  ni:ely, 
and  if  we  get  no  more  rain  it  should  be  in  order  again 
for  fly  by  Monday,  when  sport  should  be  good,  as  the 
flush  of  water  will  have  moved  the  fish  and  pub  them 
on  the  feed.  A  few  fish  taken  bottom  fishing  since 
Tuesday.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
muddy. — Worcester. 

Usk  (Abergavenny,  Hon.) — The  rivar  is  dead  low 
and  very  filthy,  and  trout  and  salmon  fishing  is  out  of 
the  question.  I  was  out  on  Monday  evening  and  tried 
the  minnow,  grub,  worm,  and  fly,  but  could  not  run  a 
single  fish,  although  about  8  p.m.  there  was  a 
tremendous  rise  on,  anyhow  I  could  do  nothing.  I 
think  it  was  the  fisherman's  friend  (the  Black  Gnat) 
they  were  sporting  with.  A  good  bank-high  of  fresh 
water  is  wanted  badly.  Fishing  for  trout  terminates 
on  Sept.  1,  about  the  time  the  water  will  be  in  order 
I  expect. — E.  J.  Delafield. 

Witham.  eto.  (BXld  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 
The  rains  of  the  last  fortnight  or  so  are  beginning  to 
effect  a  rise  on  the  water  in  the  river.  Although  a 
little  higher  than  suaimer  level  it  is  the  pink  of  con- 
dition. Bream  fishing  has  fallen  off  in  the  deep  water 
about  the  Sluice,  bub  one  angler  is  reported  to 
have  got  a  prime  lot,  the  best  of  which  scaled 
51b.  14oz.  Some  captures  have  been  noticed  about 
Five  Mile  House.  Bream  are  noticed  up  the  river, 
and  roach  fishing  has  considerably  improved  of  late 
between  Bardney  and  Boston,  and  about  Anton  Gowts 
Lock,  where,  in  addition  to  roach,  some  baskets  of 
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perch  and  tench  have  come  to  hand ;  some  tench 
have  scaled  over  31b.  each.  Lincoln  anglers  have 
been  doing  very  well  about  Stixwold,  where  some 
capital  roach  have  been  captured.  Roach  fishing  on 
the  drains  has  also  improved  on  the  Cowbridge,  but 
heavy  baskets  on  the  Mount  Pleasant  section  have 
not  been  numerous.  Some  fine  tench  have  been  got 
from  about  Mount  Pleasant  village.  Pike  fishing  has 
been  tried  about  Bunker's  Hill,  a  brace  of  4-pounders 
being  amongst  the  best  records. — Luci, 

Wye  and  Derweut  (Derbyshire). — The  above 
rivers  have  been  discoloured  by  the  heavy  showers  of 
rain  we  have  had  on  most  days,  so  fly  fishing  has  been 
at  a  discount.  What  few  fish  have  been  taken 
with  the  fly,  the  wet  or  sunken  has  been  the  most 
successful,  hackle  flies  preferred.  Several  members  of 
the  Matlock  and  Gromford  Angling  Association,  and 
also  a  friend  or  two,  have  been  bottom  fishing  for 
roach,  barbel,  and  other  coarse  fish,  and  a  quantity 
has  been  taken  out  of  this  water  with  a  view  to 
improve  the  trout  and  grayling  fishing.  Mr.  W. 
Evans,  fishing  on  the  Lovers'  Walk  side  of  the  Der- 
went  on  Friday,  Aug.  15,  took  one  brace,  one  of  these 
lib.,  the  other  Jib.,  and  on  Tuesday,  one  trout,  lib. 
There  is  still  a  nice  woodland  water  coming  down  the 
Derwent,  a  nut  brown,  which  is  the  best  colour  we 
can  have  for  bottom  fishing,  and  as  it  clears  the  fly 
should  be  useful. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorks). — The  rains  have  been  all  in  favour  of 
anglers,  and  as  I  write  a  nice  spate  is  coming  down 
the  Yore  ;  this  will  improve  prospects  for  sport  for  the 
week-end.  Anglers  have  been  numerous  between 
Hawes  and  Aysgarth.  Sport  has  varied,  but  on 
the  whole  it  has  been  satisfactory.  A  few  fine  trout 
have  been  caught,  one  by  Mr.  Fowler  of  lib.  5oz.,  a 
good  fish  for  this  river,  and  I  had  a  brace  of  a  little 
over  lib.  each.  Prior  to  the  freshet  the  dace  rose  well 
in  the  lower  waters.  I  met  Mr.  C.  Bacon  with 
pannier  about  full,  all  caught  with  my  special  dace 
fly.  I  also  find  the  Black  and  Red  Palmers  tipped 
with  a  gentle  excellent  lures  for  both  dace  and 
chub.  The  Rev.  J.  Murphey  killed  a  jack  of  41b. 
when  spinning  for  trout  on  fine  "  Ariel "  trout 
tackle.  The  Stockton  Angling  Association  are  fishing 
the  river  at  Danby  to-day  (Thursday)  by  kind 
permission  of  Mr.  C.  S.  Scrope.  The  Swale  has  been 
crowded  by  anglers  in  the  lower  waters,  but  they  had 
only  moderate  sport  on  Wednesday.  Mr.  Thomas 
Macaulay,  of  Thirsk,  fishing  the  river  Wiske,  on  one 
pool  at  Newsham  had  the  satisfaction  of  catching 
with  the  worm  one  perch  weighing  lib.  9Joz.  and  four 
averaging  lib.  each,  while  when  the  worm  failed 
to  attract  he  put  on  maggot  and  caught  chub  and  three 
roach,  the  afternoon's  sport  yielding  a  pannier  of  fish 
which  was  just  a  single  ounce  short  of  9Mb.  This 
is  certainly  worth  recording  seeing  that  most 
of  the  anglers  had  very  light  baskets.  The 
Wharfe  has  been  favoured  in  the  way  of  freshets 
more  than  the  Nidd,  Ouse,  and  Derwent.  It  is  now  a 
good  colour  for  fly  fishing,  and  during  the  past  few 
days  some  good  dishes  of  trout  have  been  caught  by 
Messrs.  Forster,  Richardson,  Sharp,  and  others.  The 
August  Brown,  Carter  Piatt's  Copper,  Snipe  and  Purple 
and  Poult  Bloa  have  all  killed  well,  particularly  the  first 
named ;  it  should  not  be  omitted  from  any  cast  during 
the  present  month.  In  the  district  of  Burnsall  and 
Appletreewick  very  few  rods  have  been  seen  out, 
but  lower  down  sport  has  been  fairly  good  in 
the  Bolton  Woods  and  Ilkley  lengths,  the  best 
basket  being  one  of  seven  fish  caught  with  the 
fly  from  the  latter  length  of  the  Wharfe.  Very  few 
rods  have  been  out  at  Otley  or  Harewood,  but 
between  Woodhall  and  Collingham  a  fair  number 
have  met  with  good  results ;  several  trout  have  been 
caught  with  the  natural  minnow.  At  Wetherby, 
Boston  Spa,  and  Tadcaster  sport  has  improved 
amongst  the  grayling,  roach,  dace,  and  chub. 
Several  fine  mixed  baskets  have  been  shown  at 
various  club  houses.  In  the  district  of  Tadcaster 
several  baskets  of  roach  and  dace,  weighing  from 
81b.  to  151b.,  have  been  caught  during  the  last  few 
days,  the  most  successful  rodsters  being  Messrs.  Hirst, 
Rippon,  and  Clayton.  The  Nidd  has  been  fishing  fairly 
well  at  Pateloy  Bridge  and  Dacre  Banks.  During  the 
week  a  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out ;  several 
nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been  caught  by  swimming 
the  worm,  also  spinning  the  natural  minnow  on 
the  Ariel  flight,  but  in  the  district  of  Knaresborough 
very  little  sport  has  been  had  with  the  trout ; 
the  bottom  fishermen  have  met  with  very  fair 
results.  In  the  district  of  Ribston  Park  and  Walsh- 
ford  liridge  sport  has  been  fairly  good  amongst  the 
perch,  roach,  chub  and  dace.  The  Rye  and  Riccall 
are  now  in  nice  trim.  Fair  sport  has  been  had  with 
trout  with  the  fly.  The  Golden  Ball  (York)  fished  a 
match  at  Wheldrako  on  the  Derwent,  but  the  catches 
proved  small.  Mr.  T.  Wilson  took  the  first  prize,  also 
s{eciil  for  largest  fish  ;  Mr.  .f.  H.  Cooper,  second;  and 
Mr.  A.  Shafto,  third.  Prospects  for  next  week  are  good. 
Th  i  Harrogate  Angling  Association  fished  their  annual 
match  at  Walshford  Bridge  on  the  Nidd  on  Wednesday, 
Aug.  20.  Mr.  W.  Oliver,  of  Leeds,  won  the  cup  and 
gold  medal,  ilb.  15Joz.  ;  Mr.  A.  G.  Hex,  of  Harrogate, 


second,  31b.  9Joz. ;  Mr.  A.  White,  of  Leeds,  third, 
31b.  CJoz. ;  the  other  principal  prizes  fell  to  Mr. 
Moore,  Harrogate,  and  W.  G.  Dalton,  of  Harrogate. 
The  York  and  District  Amalgamation  of  Anglers  held 
their  first  contest  of  the  season  at  Water  Fulford,  on 
the  Ouse ;  a  strong  wind  and  disturbed  water  was 
against  heavy  catches :  Mr.  W,  Smith  was  first,  Mr. 
W.  Henderson,  second,  and  R.  Gowthorpe,  third. — 
John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgacli  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lair^,  N.B.) 

• — Since  last,  reported  anglers  have  been  having  the 
following  sport :  On  Aug.  12,  Messrs.  Parker,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  thirty-five  trout,  13113. ;  Mrs.  Harry  Anderson, 
forty,  141b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paterson,  on  Boarlan, 
thirty-three,  111b. ;  Messrs.  Fraser  and  Hodgson,  on 
Cama,  twenty-six,  lOJlb. ;  and  Messrs.  Anderson  and 
Ford,  twenty-eight,  91b.  On  the  13th,  Mr.  Ford,  on 
Boarlan,  thirty,  lljlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Anderson, 
on  Veyatie,  twenty-four,  81b. ;  and  Messrs.  Parker, 
thirty-six,  1.31b.  On  the  14th,  Mr.  Harry  Anderson, 
on  Boarlan,  twenty,  7pb. ;  Mr.  Ford,  on  Veyatie, 
thirty-two,  lljlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall,  on  Cama, 
fifteen,  61b. ;  and  Messrs.  Mansell,  on  Urigill,  fifty- 
two,  161b.  On  the  15th,  Messrs.  Parker,  fifty-three, 
14Jlb. ;  Mr.  Wordsworth  and  Dr.  Crawford,  fifty, 
141b.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Cama, 
thirty,  12Jlb. ;  and  Messrs.  Mansell,  on  Veyatie, 
thirty-eight,  ISJlb.  On  the  16th,  Messrs.  Parker, 
on  Loch  Boarlan,  thirty-two,  101b.  ;  Messrs. 
Mansell,  on  Veyatie,  twenty-four,  81b. ;  Mr.  Ford,  on 
Urigill,  fifty,  16Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Wordsworth  and  Dr. 
Crawford,  on  Veyatie,  forty,  131b.  On  the  18th,  Mr. 
Thompson,  on  Boarlan,  twenty-one,  61b. ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Urigill,  sixty-five,  22Jlb. ; 
Colonel  Sandford,  thirty-one,  91b. ;  Mr.  Wordsworth 
and  Dr.  Crawford,  on  Cama,  thirty-two,  121b. ;  Mr. 
Ford,  thirty-four,  13Jlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sandford, 
fifteen,  51b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall,  on  Veyatie,  sixteen, 
51b. ;  and  Messrs.  Parker,  fifteen,  61b.,  on  same  loch. 
— B. 

Awe. — Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel  the  following 
catches  of  trout  have  been  had : — Mr.  Smyth — Aug.  11, 
(4,  61b.)  ;  12th  (5,  31b.) ;  13th  (3,  41b.) ;  14th  (2,  2J1W  ; 
15th  (6,  71b.).  Mr.  d'Upaugh— 11th  (2,  21b.).  Mr. 
Jamieson— 12th  (5,  3Jlb.) ;  14th  (5, 71b  ) ;  15th  (2,  21b.) ; 
16th  (5,  4|lb.).  Rev.  Mr.  Cleave— 12th  (2,  31b.).  Dr. 
Milne— 13th  (1,  lib.).  Mr.  Thomson— 13th  (4,  2ilb.) ; 
16th  (6,  51b.).  Master  Tripp  — 14th  (4,  51b.).— D. 
Macdonald. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — There  was  a  consider- 
able fall  of  rain  on  Sunday  and  Monday  in  the  Eskdale 
and  Liddesdale  districts  and  the  fishing  is  now  very 
good  in  both  rivers.  The  run  of  herling  is  almost 
unprecedented.  Grilse  are  now  running,  but  few 
have  been  captured.  In  Langholm  water  Messrs. 
Welch  and  Foster  have  had  a  prolonged  run  of  good 
sport.  Mr.  W.  Jackson  had  five  sea-trout.  Mr.  T. 
Morrison  killed  five  sea-trout  and  some  herling  with  fiy  ; 
fishing  in  Canonbie  water  Messrs.  Welch  and  Foster 
creeled  two  sea-trout  and  nine  herling,  and  at 
another  fishing  two  sea-trout  and  three  herJing.  Mr. 
J.  Ballantyne  caught  over  three  dozen  herling  in  the 
mid  reaches  of  the  Esk.  Mr.  W.  Riddle  had  six  sea- 
trout  and  over  fifty  herling  in  the  same  water  while 
Dr.  Belilio  was  successful  both  with  sea-trout  and 
herling  in  the  Canonbie  water.  Fishing  in  the 
Tarras  water  Mr.  J.  Story  had  a  record  basket  of  over 
201b.  During  the  week  Dr.  Anderson,  Eskbank,  had 
over  four  dozen  herling  and  five  sea- trout  io  the 
Canonbie  water.  l<ii.  D.  Murray,  Canonbie,  creeled 
fourteen  herling  in  two  nights'  fishing.  Mr.  S. 
MoKune,  junr.,  has  had  excellent  sport  and  in 
a  week's  fishing  coptured  over  100  herling. 
During  eleven  days  Mr.  Fergus,  Bauchope,  has 
creeled  one  hundred  and  thirteen  herling,  three 
sea-trout,  and  fourteen  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Thos.  Steel, 
Canonbie,  had  thirty  herling  ;  Mr.  W.  Murray,  Rowan- 
burn,  during  a  week's  fishing  has  had  ten  sea-trout 
and  twenty-one  herling ;  Mr.  J.  Graham,  Hollows, 
killed  thirty-five  herling,  a  sen-trout  of  41b.,  and  three 
sea-trout,  IJlb.  each.  On  the  Scottish  side  of  the 
Double  water,  Mr.  Colville,  Woodslee,  has  had  some 
fair  baskets  of  sea-trout  and  herling  in  the  Willow 
and  Cauldron  pools,  while  good  sport  in  both  these 
favourite  pitches  have  been  had  on  the  English  tide 
of  the  river.  Mr.  A.  Portions,  Rowanburn,  captured 
forty  herling  and  five  sea-trout  during  a  week's  fishing. 
In  Byreburn  Foot  water,  Mr.  Frank  Little  had  two  sea- 
trout  and  thirty-five  herling ;  Mr.  J.  Bell,  Langholm, 
two  sea-trout  of  IJlb.  and  2Jlb.  Mr.  J.  Jardine  some 
sea-trout  and  herling  at  night  fishing.  A  bull  trout  of 
12lb.  has  been  got  in  the  stake  nets  in  the  Sol  way. 


(;i;ayi.in(i  KisHiNi!. — Annler.i  reiiuiring  reliable  t«ckle  for 
RrayiiriK  should  ajiply  toJ.  E.  Miller,  Nortnern  Anglers'  Depot, 
Leeds.  Having'  had  practical  e.vperleiice  since  1836,  he  is  in  the 
position  to  advisu  anglers  as  to  the  racst suitable  llics  and  tacl<le 
for  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  as  only  the  very  best  (luality 
of  tal  kie  i.^  supplied  his  noods  may  always  be  relied  upon.  His 
stoi  k  is  the  largest  and  most  complete  in  every  department,  and 
lironipl  attention  is  given  to  the  smallest  order.  Catalogues 
jio.st  free. 


Fishing  in  lower  reaches  of  the  Esk  below  Longtown, 
Mr.  Redmayne  had  231b.  of  herling  and  sea- 
trout  at  two  fishings ;  Mr,  H.  Forster  had 
121b.  of  herling  and  two  sea-trout  in  the  same  water  ; 
Mr.  Berwick  had  a  nice  basket  of  herling  in  Mr.  Bell'8 
water  below  Bridge.  Good  catches  of  herling  are 
being  made  in  the  Metal  Bridge  stretch.  In  the 
reserve  waters  of  the  Esk  fair  sport  has  been  had. 
Mr.  W.  Douglas,  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  wires  me 
at  the  last  moment — "  Seventeen  herling  and  two  sea- 
trout  in  Liddle  water  by  Messrs.  Welch  and  Foster."— 

GiLNOCKIE. 

Culag  Hotel,  Iiochinver. — Parties  fishing  from 
this  hotel  caught  from  Aug.  11  to  14  four  salmon  and 
grilse  (total  weight  23Jlb.),  seven  f  ea-trout  (total  weight 
9 Jib.),  225  yellow  trout  (total  weight  60Jlb.),also  some 
takes  of  sea  fish.  Several  catches  of  trout  not  reported. 
Water  now  very  low  in  river,  and  salmon  prospects 
not  good  until  spate  comes,  but  plenty  of  salmon  in 
water  and  estuaries. — J.  Mackensiie. 

Deveron  (Banffsliire).— For  some  time  past  this 
river  has  been  in  splendid  fishing  condition,  and 
anglers  have  been  enjoying  excellent  sport.  There  has 
been  an  extraordinary  run  of  sea-trout  up  the  river,  a 
large  number  of  which  were  taken  in  the  nets.  Grilse 
have  also  been  more  numerous  in  the  river  than  for 
several  years  past,  and  most  of  the  pools  are  now  well 
stocked.    Among  those  who  were  successful  are :  On 
Huntly  Lodge  water,  on  Aug.  8,  Mr.  Cunard,  lessee, 
had  two    fish  of  51b.  and  81b;    on    the  Huntly 
open  water,  on  Aug.  5,  Mr.  Kitchingman,  a  fish  of 
7ib. ;  on    Aug.    9,    Mr.    Watt   one  of   5Jlb. ;  on 
Aug.     11,     Mr.     Davidson    one    of   71b. ;  and 
Mr.  Gauld  one   of  71b.    On  the  Avochie  water, 
Mr.   Farquharson   (keeper)  had  on  the  6th  three 
fish  from  51b.  to  81b.;   on  the  8th,  two  fish,  51b. 
and  71b. ;   on  the  9th,  one  fish ;   and  on  the  11th, 
another  fish.     During  the  past  week  Mr.  Bowie, 
(keeper),  Ardmiddle,  had  a  fish  of  91b.    On  the  12th, 
Mr.  Donald  (keeper),  Duolugas,  three  fish,  from  51b.  to 
6lb.    Mr.  Sim  (keeper),  Montblairy,  had  six  grilse  for 
the  week,  from  41b.  to  71b.    On  the  Beldorney  section, 
on  the  11th,  Mr.  Best  killed  a  salmon  of  61b.  On 
the  Aswanley  eection,  Mr.  Morgan,  from  London,  . 
had  a  fish  of  lllb.    On  the  lavermarkie  section, 
Mr.  Hegan,  on  Aug.  11,  landed  three  fish  of  41b.,  4|lb. 
and  521b.  respectively.    Good  baskets  of  trout  are  also  , 
being  got.    IJoth  in  the  river  and  adjacent  coast  the  '. 
net  fishing  is  keeping  up  well.    In  the  beginning  of 
this  week  rain  fell  heavily,  which  added  to  the  volume 
of  water  allowed  a  free  run  of  fish  up  the  river  from 
the  coast.    On  the  river  stations  the  fishermen  had 
large  baskets  daily  of  salmon,  grilse,  and  trout.    The  , 
returns  from  the  bag  nets  at  the  stations  along  the 
coast  were  also  favourable.    The  average  weight  of ' 
salmon  is  about  201b.,  some  very  fine  fish  caught : 
weighing  301b.  to  401b.  For  the  week  ending  Saturday/ 
last  twenty-seven  boxes  were  sent  to  the  markets. —  [ 
H.  W. 

Inveran  (Sutherland,  N.B.)  —  Anglers  from  ; 
Inveran  Hotel,  fishing  the  river  Shin,  have  been 
having  the  following  sport  .—On  Aug.  5,  Mrs.  Davies, 
two  &a6  salmon  of  IGlb.  and  91b. ;  and  Mr.  Davies, 
one  of  141b.,  as  well  as  two  grilse,  51b.  and  71b.  On 
6th,  Mr.  Jay,  a  161b.  salmon ;  and  Mr.  Davies.  a  61b. 
grilse.  On  7th,  Mis.  Davies,  a  grilse,  51b. ;  and  Mr. 
Davies,  two  salmon,  one  of  141b.,  and  the  other  a 
beauty  of  191b.  On  8ch,  the  last-named  angler,  a 
grilse,  71b.  On  9th,  Mrs.  Davies,  one  of  61b. ;  Mr. 
Jay,  a  salmon,  171b. ;  and  Mr.  Davies,  a  beautiful 
26-pounder.  On  11th,  Mrs.  Davies,  a  grilse  of  71b. ; 
and  Mr.  Davies,  one  of  81b.  On  12th,  Mr.  Davies,  a 
grilse,  61b. ;  and  on  13th,  a  4-pounder.  On  14th,  the 
same  angler,  two,  91b.  and  81b. ;  and  Mr.  York  Davies, 
a  7-pounder  on  same  date,  and  one  of  81b.  on  ISth, 
— B. 

Iioch  Assynt  (Indmadamph  Hotel,  Suther- 
land).— Fishing  from  the  above  waters  the  following 
catches  have  been  had  ; — Rev.  Mr.  Morgan — Aug  11 
(2  grilse,  5 Jib.  and  i^lh  ).  Mr.  Webb— 11th  (1  salmon, 
8ib.).  Mr.  Andrews— 11th  (1  salmon,  71b.);  13th  ft 
grilse,  5Jlb).  Canon  Short  and  Mr.  Harmer — llOi 
(66  trout,  161b.).  Messrs.  Chance— 12th  (14  trout, 
41b.) ;  IGth  (16  trout,  6Jlb.).  Mr.  and  Miss  Hodgson 
(9  trout,  SJlb.).  Major  Wilson— 12th  (1  salmon,  9^15.); 
14th  (2  grilse,  71b.  and  4|lb.) :  16th  (2  salmon,  lOlb. 
and  8ib.).  Mr.  Chance— 13ch  (11  trout,  61b.);  14th 
(13  trout,  61b.).  Canon  Short  and  Mr.  Pickering— 
13lh  (20  trout,  7Jlb  ).  Mr.  Harmer— 14th  (1  grilse, 
51b.);  IGth  (10  trout,  4Jlb  ).  Professor  Purdie— 15th 
(14  trout,  81b.) ;  16th  (16  trout,  7ilb.).  Canon  Short 
—16th  (28  trout,  121b.).— W.  Wallacb. 

Lochs  Birsay,Hunland,  and  Swanney(Orkney)> 
— Fishing  from  Barony  Hotel,  Birsay,  during  the  past 
week,  the  following  baskets  of  trout  have  been  had:— 
Colonel  Moir,  twenty-four,  lljlb. ;  Captain  Maohall, 
seventeen,  81b.;  IMessrsJjlover  and  Barker,  ten,  5Jlb. ; 
Messrs.  Hamilton  and  Tompson,  eighteen,  9Jlb. ; 
Colonel  Moir,  twenty-three,  9jlb. ;  Captain  Macnall, 
thirty-four,  lOJlb. — John  Spenck. 

Iioch  Leven  (Kinross). — Never  has  Loch  Leven 
fished  so  badly  in  August  than  this  year.    This  want 
of  sport  is  probably  accounted  for  from  the  very  green  ■ 
colour  of  the  water  caused  by  the  American  weed. 


August  23,  1902 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


137 


CONTENTS. 

— All  rights  reserved  in  articles  published  in 
this  paper. 

Occasional  Notes    129 

Fifty  Years  After    129 

Weed  Fishing  at  the  Thames  Weirs    129 

Barbel  Fishing  on  the  Thames    130 

Carp  Fishing  Extraordinary   130 

About  Landing-Nets   131 

To  Erin's  Isle    132 

The  Tuna  in  Nova  Scotia    133 

"  In  a  London  Park  "    133 

With  the  Rod  and  Gun  in  Ireland    134 

Notes  from  the  North    141 

How  to  Boil  Coarse  Fish    141 

Railway  Privileges,   Branches    and  Affiliated 

Clubs   142 

Salmon  Angler  and  Artist  at  Eighty   142 

A  Whale  Hunt   142 


Anglers  now  go  out  in  the  morning,  and  consider  they 
are  in  luck  when  they  return  with  three  trout,  but 
then  what  beauties  they  are,  never  or  rarely  under  lib. 
and  frequently  over  21b.,  with  a  fair  sprinkling  of 
three  pounders.  The  following  were  the  catches 
during  the  past  week  : — Messrs.  Tanqueray,  Edinburgh, 
in  two  days  had  respectively  with  fly  five  trout  101b., 
heaviest  31b.  lOoz.,  and  three  trout,  71b.  12oz.,  heaviest 
31b.  Mr.  H.  E.Haivey,Tunbridge,  four  trout,  81b.  12oz., 
three  of  his  heaviest  weighing  71b.  Mr.  Henderson, 
Linlithgow,  and  Mr.  Flockhart,  Annacroich,  two 
trout,  41b.  8oz.,  heaviest  31b.  Of  competing  clubs 
more  than  half  the  competitors  have  returned  clean, 
and  a  number  of  first  prizes  have  been  taken  with  a 
single  fish.  Fifteen  members  of  the  Dundee  West-end 
Club  had  twenty-two  trout,  361b.  lloz.  First,  Mr. 
J.  McLean,  five  trout,  81b. ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  S. 
Emslie,  31b.  lljoz.  Twelve  members  of  the  Perth 
Club  had  eleven  trout,  141b.  lOoz.  First,  Mr.  J.  Howe, 
three  trout,  41b,  14oz.,  his  heaviest  trout  scaling 
21b.  14Joz.  Major  Greig  was  first  at  the  Coatbridge 
Club  competition  with  three  trout,  51b.  12oz., 
while  Colonel  Alexander  took  first  place  at  the 
Bridge  of  Allan  competition,  with  four  trout, 
51b.  lloz.,  his  heaviest  being  21b.  12oz.  Messrs. 
Cooke,  Colchester,  had  four  hours'  good  sport  among 
the  perch,  landing,  with  four  hand-lines,  206.  They 
were  got  in  about  nine  feet  of  water  behind  the  Castle 
Island,  which  appears  to  be  the  only  place  they  can 
be  captured  at  present  in  big  numbers,  the  season 
having  been  too  cold  to  bring  the  shoals  in  to  their 
usual  summer  haunts. — Robt.  B.  Laing. 

Naver  (Bettyhlll,  via  Thurso,  N.B.). — On  Aug. 
11,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Whjte  (Putney,  London),  on  Loch 
!     Mhore,  out  only  for  a  few  hours,  had  six  trout 
averaging  Jib. ;  Mr.  H.  EUinhurst  (Barnsley),  on  Loch 
Meaddie,  six,  .3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Charles  EUinhurst  (York),  on 
i     Naver  tidal  waters,  six,  41b. ;  Mr.  McKay  (Y^ork),  six 
I     sea-trout  of  lib.  each;  and  Mr.  McKay,  jun.,  also  on 
I     tidal  waters,  five  sea-trout,  51b.    On  the  12th,  Mr. 
Percy  Dixon  [(Kent),  two  sea-trout,  one  a  beautiful 
2-pounder ;  and  Messrs.  McKay,  on  Loch  Meaddie, 
sixteen  trout,  81b.    On  the  13th,  Mr.  Donald  McKay 
(York),  on  Naver  tidal  waters,  seventeen,  81b. ;  Messrs. 
P.  and  D.  McKay,  on  Loch  Meaddie,  thirteen,  71b. ; 
and  Messrs.  C.  and  L.  Ellinhur.st,  on  Loch  Mhore, 
twenty,  101b.    On  the  14th,  Messrs.  P.  and  D.  McKay 
(York),  on  Loch  Rhefail,  thirty-six,  151b.    This  sport 
is  very  satisfactory,  especially  under  imfavourable 
weather  conditions.    Prospects  more  promising. —  B. 

North  and  South  Tyne. — The  North  and  South 
Tyne  and  neighbouring  rivers  are  all  more  or  less 
awoUen,  the  result  of  the  recent  heavy  rains.  All 
anglers  are  delighted,  and  a  goodly  number  are  on  the 
warpath.  The  result  is  excellent  all  round.  One 
fine  trout  killed  on  the  Coquet  scaled  ^^Ib.,  which  was 
got  by  the  spinning  minnow.  The  salmon  and  bull 
trout  are  taking  advantage  of  the  heavy  freshes  and 
i  are  ascending  the  river  in  large  numbers,  that  is  if 
they  escape  the  nets  (the  rod  fisher's  curse).  I  have 
Httle  doubt  the  North  Tyne  will  yield  good  baskets  for 
salmon  fishers  to  the  end  of  the  season.  The  Izaak 
Walton  Club  had  their  annual  fishing  match  on 
Aug.  18,  at  Carlisle,  and  as  usual  Mr.  Major  pulled  off 
the  1st  prize.  On  Tuesday  night  three  lines  accounted 
for  103  mackerel  at  Whitley  Bay,  in  two  hours'  fishing. 
There  ia  no  doubt  this  has  been  the  best  mackerel 
season  for  some  time. — Henky  A.  Mi-uton,  Northern 
Anglers'  Resort,  Grey-street,  Newcastle. 

Morth-East  of  Bcotlaud. — The  Dee  was  again  in 
semi-flood  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  fish  were  running 
freely.  When  once  the  nets  are  off  a  fresh  impetus 
Will  be  given  to  angling.  Very  seldom  has  such  a  run 
]  oi  finnock  been  experienced  on  the  Dee  tidal  as  was 
(  seen  lately,  and  for  two  weeks  back  tidal-anglers  have 
been  making  capital  if  not  record  baskets.  On  the 
Mar  Lodge  water  H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of  Fife  will 
have  splendid  sport  from  the  head  of  fish  forward.  She 
arrived  there  on  Wednesday  (Aug.  20)  from  Mar  Lodge 


On  the  Don  Major  Henry  is  angling  the  Brux  water 
with  fair  success,  while  other  anglers  further  up  are 
also  doing  well,  an  occasional  salmon  being  got  but 
excellent  baskets  of  brown  trout.  On  the  Kintore 
Burgh  waters  some  half-dozen  salmon  were  recently 
got,  while  one  or  two  have  also  been  landed  at 
Inverurie.  On  the  Fintry  House  water  Captain 
Dennislon  creeled  one  of  121b.,  while  Mr.  Lindsay 
and  Mr.  G.  M.  Mack  had  several  big  trout  on  the 
Pitmedden  water.  Mr.  Lumsden  creeled  two  fine  fish 
on  his  own  section  above  Kintore,  and  altogether  the 
Don  has  belied  its  evil  reputation  for  once.  On  the 
Ythan  Mr.  J.  Byres-Leake  and  others  have  been  doing 
well  among  the  whitling. — G.  M. 

Oversea!^  Hotel  "Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 
Weather  has  been  very  changeable,  and  on  the  whole 
against  angling.  During  the  past  few  days  the  most 
successful  anglers  out  were  : — Dr.  and  Mrs.  Batty  Tuke, 
Edinburgh,  who  made  a  basket  of  nineteen  trout, 
weighing  SJlb.,  on  Lower  Mid  Shin  beat,  and  another 
of  twenty-three  trout,  101b.,  on  Loch  Griam  ;  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Kirkpatrick  and  Mr.  King,  Stourbridge,  twenty- 
one,  6Jlb.,  on  last-mentioned  water,  and  twenty,  91b., 
on  Top  Shin  beat;  and  Messrs.  Wedderspoon  and 
Arnold,  six  sea-trout  of  about  IJlb.  each  on  Loch 
Mhore. — B. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  IT.B.). — 

In  consequence  of  cold  weather,  trout,  although  of 
good  weight,  are  few.  On  Aug.  12  Messrs.  Veitch  and 
Jones  had  eight  trout,  averaging  lib.,  on  Chain  Lochs, 
and  Mr.  Brooksbank  four  very  fine  charfish,  the 
heaviest  weighing  over  31b.  On  Aug.  13  Messrs. 
Veitch  and  friend  got  four  sea-trout — one  weighing 
21b. — on  Duartmore.  On  Aug.  15  Mr.  Brooksbank's 
basket  was  five  trout,  8lb.,  on  Poindle  Lochs;  and  on 
Aug.  16  four  5Jlb.  on  same  water.  On  Aug.  .15,  also, 
Messrs.  Veitch  and  Spence,  made  a  basket  of  seven 
trout,  81b.;  Mr.  Jones,  five,  61b.;  Messrs.  Buxton 
fifteen,  91b ;  and  Mr.  Forham,  a  fair  basket,  on  Clash- 
fern  Loch. — B. 

Skye  (Portree). — Fishing  from  the  Royal  Hotel  on 
Aug.  15,  Mr.  W.  S.  Swayne  bad  a  basket  of  twenty-four 
trout  on  the  Storr  Loch,  weight  8|lb. — C.  McLaren. 

South,  of  Scotland. — The  run  of  herling  to  the 
Solway  rivers  kept  up  well  last  week  end,  and  some 
pretty  good  catches  were  reported  from  the  different 
rivers.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  weather  is  un- 
settled, and  there  is  thunder  locally.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  the  best  of  the  herling  sport  is  about  over 
if  the  present  unsettled  conditions  prevail  for  a  few  days 
longer. — The  Annan.^ — Fishing  with  fly  on  Aug.  16, 
in  the  Brewery  pool,  Mr.  William  Wright  caught 
nineteen  herling.  Ex-Dean  D.  C.  Loudon  had  a  few 
herling,  and  Mr.  Peter  Loudon,  fishing  after  dark  on 
Aug.  16,  had  fourteen  herling  and  a  sea-trout  of  2Jlb. 
with  fly  in  Sir  Robert  Jardine's  portion  at  Blacketlees. 
Mr.  Eric  Nicholson  caught  a  dozen  herling  and  two 
fine  sea-trout  of  2Jlb.  and  31b.  in  the  Northfield 
stream,  with  night  fly.  Mr.  David  Loudon,  jun.,  had 
a  nice  basket  in  the  House  pool  on  Aug.  15,  and 
he  also  secured  a  couple  of  good  sea-trout. 
Mr.  Henderson  took  five  herling  in  the  Brewery 
water,  Mr.  Jas.  Bonner  had  half-a-dozen  in  the  Spittal 
pool,  Mr.  Geo.  Carrick  took  a  nice  basket  with  fly  in 
the  Fish  House  water,  and  Mr.  P.  Anderson  had  a  few. 
Mr.  McGiverin  caught  eight  herling  on  Aug.  15.  In 
Hoddom  Castle  water  on  Aug.  15  Mr.  Geo.  Lockhart 
killed  a  trout  of  51b.,  besides  seven  herling  in  the 
streams  at  Hallguards.  Mr.  J.  Inglis  caught  six 
herling  in  Hoddom  water  on  Saturday  night  with  fly. 
In  Mount  Annan  water  on  Aug.  18  Mr.  W.  Thorn 
burn  had  a  fine  basket  of  herling  and  trout  with 
worm  bait  below  Brydekirk  Weir,  and  other 
rods  had  fair  sport  in  the  same  water 
The  river  was  in  still  higher  flood  on  Tuesday 
morning,  and  bait  fishers  had  large  baskets 
MeEsrs.  Nelson  caught  fifty-five  herling  at  Warmanbie 
stream.  Mr.  George  Carruthers  fished  the  New  bio 
Mill  and  Galabank  waters  and  filled  his  basket  with 
herling.  Mr.  Prank  Anderson  had  also  a  large  basket ; 
while  another  rod  took  thirty  herling.  Mr.  Willie 
Johnston  killed  over  twenty-five  herling  and  a  sea- 
trout  of  about  2Ib.  Mr.  P.  McGiverin  landed  seventeen 
herling,  and  one  sea-trout  at  the  island.  Mr.  James 
Bonner, Hare's  Den,  killed  eighteen  herling  at  Northfield 
stream.  Mr.  T.  Shortridgo-'Tweedie  had  a  catch  of  over 
a  dozen  herling  in  the  Pish  House  and  Newbie  mill 
water.  Mr.  Weild  had  a  good  basket  of  herling  and 
trout  at  Blacketlees.  In  the  Everholm,  Mr.  W 
Wright  caught  six  herling  with  a  minnow.  Mr. 
James,  London,  had  a  few  herling  in  the  Howes  pool 
and  Mr.  Hamilton  took  a  few.  In  the  Mount  Annan 
water,  as  also  Hoddom  Castle,  Castlemilk,  Murray- 
thwaite,  good  sport  was  had  with  the  worm  bait  in  the 
discoloured  waters,  and  there  were  also  some  fine  baskets 
made  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Annan  on  Tuesday. 
TuE  NiTH. — Better  sport  has  been  the  rule  this  week 
on  the  ditferent  parts  of  the  river.  The  fall  of  rain 
on  Monday  night  improved  the  prospects  for  Tuesday 
and  some  fair  baskets  of  herling  and  odd  sea-trout 
were  secured  by  rods  in  the  middle  stretches.  Near  the 
town  of  Dumfries  not  much  was  done,  but  at  Closeburn 
and  Thornhill  moderate  sport  has  been  obtained 
I  TuE  Galloway  Fleet. — AnglefS  have  been  getting 


good  sport  of  late  in  this  river,  and  the  baskets  were 
heavy  last  week  end.  Mr.  W.  Crosbie  killed  twenty- 
three  herling  and  sea-trout,  which  weighed  121b.  Mr. 
John  Halliday  caught  five,  and  Mr.  Bendall  had  the 
same  number.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  D.  MacAdam  killed 
nine,  which  weighed  51b.,  and  on  Wednesday  he  had 
nineteen,  weighing  81b. ;  Mr.  Laird  caught  eight, 
weighing  Jib.  to  ajlb.  each  ;  the  Rev.  K.  B.  McGlashaa 
caught  three  nice  herling,  and  Mr.  Jeffrey  McGlashan 
had  a  brace.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  W.  Maxwell  caught 
nine  sea-trout,  and  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  A.  D.  Reid 
killed  six  herling  and  sea-trout ;  Mr.  P.  Reid,  two  sea- 
trout  and  six  herling ;  and  Mr.  McAdam  had  a  good 
basket  at  another  outing.  On  Loch  Doon  a  few  small 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been  caught  with  the  fly 
by  visitors  and  local  rods. — HEATHEiiiiELL. 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters.— Fishing  from  this  hotel 
the  following  catches  of  trout  have  been  had : — Mr. 
King— Aug.  5th  (twelve,  2'ijlb.)  ;  7th  (31b.)  ;  8th  (five, 
101b.);  9th  (six,  31b.);  11th  (three,  21b.)  ;  12th  (four, 
5Jlb.)  ;  14th  (two,  4jlb.) ;  15th  (three,  Gib.).  Mr. 
Gardner— 5th  (12Jlb.).  Mr.  Davies— 5lh  (four,  51b.). 
Mr.  Wade-Palmer— 6th  (four,  5Jlb.) ;  12th  (one  grilse, 
2Jlb.).  Mr.  Major— 7th  (one,  41b.)  ;  8th  (four,  OJlb.). 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wade-Palmer— 9th  (three  salmon,  121b.) ; 
11th  (nine,  41b.).  Messrs.  Wood  and  Ferguson — 11th 
(nine,  31b.).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jorgenson— 15th  (two,  41b.). 
Captain  and  Mrs.  Campbell— 15th  (one,  31b.).— M. 
MacInnes. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Galway).  —  Very  un- 
favourable weather  for  fishing  during  last  week.  Some 
rain  fell  on  the  morning  of  Aug.  18  and  rose  the  lakes 
about  six  inches,  but  they  had  been  so  low  previously 
that  it  done  little  good.  Weather  broken  at  present 
(Aug.  20),  and  looks  like  more  rain.  During  last  week 
Dr.  Penton  secured  sixty-six  sea-trout ;  Harding  Cox, 
thirty-eight;  0.  B.  Part,  twenty-one,  and  one  peal, 
81b. ;  Edmund  Maurice,  twenty-three  ;  Dr.  McCarthy, 
sixteen  and  three  peal,  8Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  and  5Jlb. ;  W. 
Pearson,  thirty-five,  and  one  brown  trout,  3Jlb. ;  E.  M. 
Everitt,  twenty;  W.  W.  Wickham,  twenty  in  four 
days  ;  T.  Pike,  twenty  in  two  days  ;  and  Mr.  Haygate, 
six  in  two  days.  Total  for  week :  265  sea-trout  and 
four  peal  28Jlb.  W.  Pearson  got  his  brown  trout  on  a 
minnow,  and  when  being  killed  by  the  gillie  disgorged 
a  salmon  smolt. — Jm. 

Ballynahinch  Lakes  (co.  Down).— The  campaign 
of  the  Belfast  Anglers'  Association  against  the  pike  in 
their  waters  has  been  attended  with  very  satisfactory 
results,  particularly  in  Magherahamlet  Lake,  which 
has  now  a  fair  stock  of  trout  in  it.  Few  members 
have  fished  the  lakes  this  season,  as  it  is  desirable  to 
allow  the  stock  to  increase.  The  laying  down  of  ova 
proved  a  great  success. — J.  A.  B. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — A  flood  is  running  down 
the  Maine,  Moyola,  and  Ballinderry,  but  fish  are  not 
ascending.  The  main  stream  rose  nine  inches  and  is 
much  discoloured.  It  was  in  order  in  the  early  days 
of  the  week,  but  the  majority  of  anglers  had  left  for 
the  moors.  The  netting  closed  on  Aug.  19,  and  salmon 
coming  in  from  the  sea  will  have  free  access  to  all  the 
stretches  for  what  remains  of  the  present  season.  Mr. 
W.  H.  Wilson's  fisherman  took  one  salmon,  111b.,  on 
the  Caronroe  reach,  and  Mr.  P.  Wilson  one  salmon 
91b.  and  two  grilse  61b.  and  71b.  on  the  Kilrea  section. 
— Daniel  O'Pee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  local  rivers  are  all  in 
good  order,  but  the  trout  are  not  rising  to  the  fly, 
being  gorged  with  bottom  feeding.  Some  trout  were 
killed  on  the  local  reservoirs  and  dams.  Mr.  S. 
Thompson,  on  the  Boghill,  killed  a  score  of  trout,  from 
Jib.  to  Jib.,  in  two  evenings,  and  the  same  angler  had 
four  trout,  heaviest  If  lb.,  on  Hyde  Park  dam  on  Mon- 
day evening.  Flax  water  is  not  yet  much  in 
evidence.  Pishing  Cludy  on  Monday  your  corre- 
spondent and  friend  had  thirteen  fish,  and  on  the 
water  Mr.  James  Caulter  had  four  dozen  from  Jib.  to 
fib.,  the  killing  flies  being  Hare's  Ear,  Olive  Quill, 
Ginger  and  Red  Hackle.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the 
weather  is  cold  with  north-east  showers. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).— On  the  BallyduS  water, 
Commander  Steward,  R.N.,  had  one  salmon,  171b., 
and  one  grilse,  81b.  On  Mocollop,  Mr.  J.  O'Brien 
one  salmon,  81b.,  and  two  grilse,  61b.  and  51b.  On 
Careysville  some  good  sport  has  also  been  had.  Rivet 
in  very  nica  order  and  fish  plentiful.  W.  Hatnes 
AND  Son. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Blackwater  and  the 
Ballinderry  are  high.  A  continuance  of  this  state  is 
very  desirable  until  the  flax-water  period  is  past. — 
J.  A.  B. 

£rue  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— During  the 
past  week  Mr.  Jos.  Hone  landed  five  salmon  of  14lb., 
121b.,  81b.,  81b.,  and  61b.  ;  Mr.  Nicholls,  three,  151b., 
111b.,  and  81b, ;  Mr.  S.  H.  Smith,  three,  of  151b.,  81b., 
and  71b.;  Doctor  Pearsoa,  two,  of  211b.,  and  151b.; 
Mr.  J.  H.  Johnston,  one,  of  lllb.  ;  and  Captain 
Ellison,  one,  of  71b. — M.  Rogan  Sdns. 

lien  River  (co.  Cork).— Sea-trout  fishing  has  been 
excellent  during  the  week,  some  very  fine  fish  being 
taken,  notably  one  of  3Jlb.  by  K.  O'Brien,  Skibbereen. 
River  in  nice  order,  plenty  of  fish. — W.  HAYNEtj  &  Sox. 
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Lough  Mask. — Have  just  returned  from  a  very 
pleasant  week  at  Kilbride  Lodge ;  the  weather  being 
oalm  was  not  favourable  for  fly,  but  had  four  good 
days'  trolling,  myself  and  three  friends  killing  twenty- 
three  trout  and  some  coarse  fish,  the  heaviest  brace  of 
trout  12|lb.— J.  H.  D. 

Iioughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur).— Fishing 
above  waters  from  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur, 
for  the  past  week  has  broken  the  record,  1101b.  of  fish 
on  Aug.  17,  largest  trout  by  Captain  Bartholomew,  a 
spotted  beauty  of  81b.,  which  is  being  set  up, — J.  A.  J. 

Iiongfh  Melvin. — Trouting  was  only  moderately 
fair  during  the  past  week  owing  to  the  bright  weather, 
yet  in  the  evenings  some  nice  catches  of  gillaroo  trout 
and  brown  trout  were  made  by  the  following  anglers  : 
Messrs.  Mulhern,  Curran,  Murray,  Evans,  Gallagher, 
and  B.  White.  Mr.  0.  Mahon  landed  a  nice  trout 
(Salmo  fcrox)  of  5Jlb.,  on  Aug.  16;  and  Mr.  Stewart 
caught  a  handsome  brown  trout  of  41b.  on  a  fly. — 
M.  RoGAN  &  Sons. 

Iiougfh  ITeagfh. — The  pollen  fishery  is  not  so  good 
as  it  was,  the  takes  being  smaller.  The  salmon  and 
trout  netting  season  closed  legally  on  Aug.  12,  but  as 
a  matter  of  fact  it  never  closes  winter  or  summer. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Balliua). — Water  in  good  order,  lots  of  fish 
in  the  pools  rising  short  owing  to  bright  sun.  Mr. 
Smith  hooked  several  fish  during  the  week  and  all  the 
rods  out  got  some.  The  sea-trout  on  the  lower  reaches 
are  rising  well  to  the  fly,  and  some  good  sport  being  got 
down  the  estuary  spinning.  The  lake  is  fishing  well, 
some  large  baskets  being  taken  on  the  fly. — John 
Devkes. 

Moy,  Iiougrhs  Conn  and  Cnlleu  (Ballina,  co. 

Mayo). — Bright,  sultry  weather  prevailed  during  the 
week,  consequently  sport  is  dull.  Mr.  Murray,  three 
grilse,  16Jlb ;  Mr.  Warren,  three  grilse,  201b. ;  Mr. 
Bailey,  two  grilse,  131b.  Dr.  Pratt  and  friends  had 
thirty-four  sea-trout,  largest  IJIb.  As  I  write,  the 
river  has  risen  two  inches,  which  is  sure  to  improve 
sport.  Trouting  on  the  loughs  fair.  Mr  Peek  and 
Mr.  Bower  had  fourteen  jack,  largest,  311b.  —  Pat 
Heaenes. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Douegfal). — Despite  the 
unfavourable  weather  conditions,  white  trout  fishing 
is  fair,  good  all-round  baskets  being  the  rule.  This 
week  newly-run  salmon  are  in  the  Crolly  and  the 
lakes,  and  the  white  trout  have  received  additional 
reinforcements.  Amongst  the  anglers  at  present  fishing 
are  Messrs.  Herdman,  Camek,  Crailsham,  Hare,  French, 
and  Bail  ward,  Colonel  Alexander,  Dr.  Archer,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cooper,  General  Warren  and  Colonel  Cooke. 
Owing  to  the  rise  in  the  water  the  best  of  sport  is 
anticipated  for  the  coming  week. — J.  A.  B. 


SEA  PISHING. 

Brighton. — Only  a  few  boat  anglers  have  been  off 
during  the  past  week,  owing  to  the  rough  weather  and 
choppy  seas  from  the  west.  The  Brighton  mackerel 
fleet  have  dispersed,  partly  to  Dover,  to  follow  up  the 
mackerel,  otherwise  trolling  for  plaice,  soles,  etc. — H. 

Deal. — The  weather  at  times  has  been  very  unsettled 
and  debarred  boats  at  times  putting  out.  However,  on 
Aug.  16  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cawley  and  Mr.  Morley,  with 
G.  Bingham,  boatman,  fished  in  the  bay  and  landed 
with  eight  score  fifteen  flat-fish.  On  Aug.  18  Dr. 
Patterson  and  Mr.  Cawley  put  out  for  a  few  hours  and 
took  three  and  a  half  score  of  flat, fish,  one  score  whiting, 
and  one  dog  fish  51b. ;  three  of  the  plaice  were 
beauties.  On  Aug.  20  Mr.  Towers  and  Dr.  Patterson, 
with  J.  Cook,  boatman,  took  twelve  codling  and  two  uss 
dogs.  Mr.  Gunn,  with  T.  Budd,  boatman,  fishing  in 
the  bay,  landed  with  ten  codling,  ten  whiting,  ten 
dabs  and  five  dog  fish.  With  favourable  weather  I 
anticipate  early  sport.  —  Edwd.  Hanger  (Agent, 
B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Some  few  fine  specimens  of  fish 
have  recently  been  taken  upon  the  pier,  though 
general  results  have  not  been  encouraging.  Miss 
Mabel  Sewell  had  a  splendid  plaice  of  31b.  3oz.  on 
Thursday,  Aug.  14,  and  on  Ihe  following  day  Mr. 
Sexton  took  nine  pollack,  two  of  which  averaged  just 
over  2Jlb.  Mr.  Burgess  took  premier  honours  on 
Aug.  17  with  two  plaice,  weighing  21b.  and  IJlb. 
respectively,  and  Mr.  Olen  on  the  same  day  made  a 
good  bag  of  codling.  Two  large  plaice  were  taken 
on  Aug.  18,  and  a  large  number  of  small 
codling,  and  during  the  forenoon  Mr.  W.  Jones 
hooked  and  landed  a  lovely  plaice  of  4lbs. 
The  following  day  witnessed  but  little  sport,  and  all 
landed  were  of  small  size.  An  index  of  the  present 
.sport  may  be  made  from  the  catch  of  Mr.  W.  H. 
Jewell,  who  during  his  present  stay  of  nine  days  has 
totalled  eighty-one  fish,  most  of  them  codling.  The 
catch  to-day,  Wednesday,  Aug.  20,  has  not  been  heavy, 
though  numbers  of  small  codling  were  taken  during 
the  early  hours  of  the  morning.  Dr.  A.  Nicholls  had  a 
bit  of  sport  with  a  pollack  of  21b.  on  the  ebb  tide,  but 
sport  was  anything  but  good  on  this  day. — J.  Richard- 
son (B.S.A.S.). 

Fowey  (Cornwall).— Owing  to  the  rough  and 
unsettled  weather  boat  anglers  have  not  had  much 


sport  during  the  past  few  weeks,  but  on  Friday 
(Aug.  15)  Mr.  Thos.  Grose,  boatman,  had  a  good  catch 
of  twenty-five  large  pollack. — H. 

Hasting's  and  St.  Leonards. — Heavy  swell,  and 
water  very  thick.  Nothing  done  during  the  week. 
Good  prospects  when  weather  moderates — A. 

Penzance.— Pier  anglers  have  not  as  yet  had  good 
sport,  but  boat  anglers  in  the  bay  have  had  very 
good  sport  with  pollack,  mackerel,  and  whiting. — H. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  has  been  rather  unsettled 
during  the  week,  but  when  it  has  suited  several  boats 
have  been  out  and  were  rewarded  with  good  catches. 
The  pollack  are  still  very  plentiful  though  small ; 
several  dozens  per  boat  can  be  caught  with  the  india- 
rubber  sand-eel  and  Challenger.  There  are  some  fine 
conger  to  be  had  in  Jennycliff  Bay  at  night,  and 
several  fishermen  lay  spillers  and  boulters  for  these 
fish ;  it  is  fine  fun  when  you  get  a  big  one  in  the  boat. 
The  rod  fishermen  are  taking  flat-fish  in  the  docks, 
also  mullet,  and  some  very  large  bass  have  been  carry- 
ing away  the  gear  at  West  Wharf.  Small  pollack, 
pouting,  and  chad  are  to  be  found  at  the  other  pier. — 
W.  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Kamsgate. — The  weather  has  greatly  interfered 
with  fishing  this  week,  but  the  boats  have  had  fair 
catches  when  able  to  get  out.  The  piers,  harbour,  and 
marina  have  had  little  or  no  sport.  One  of  the  pleasure 
trawlers  picked  up  in  Pegwell  Bay  a  fine  plaice,  going 
6  J  lb. ;  and  a  visitor,  piloted  by  Darby,  lost  one  nearly 
as  large  through  his  trace  breaking  while  lifting  it 
into  the  boat.  Moral,  take  a  gaf!  or  net  next  time. — 
Gbey  Mullett. 

Scarborough. — There  are  plenty  of  silver  whiting 
in  the  bay,  and  of  exceptionally  large  size,  but  the 
rough  weather  of  the  past  few  days  has  driven  the 
mackerel  out ;  but  as  the  wind  has  gone  round  to  the 
west  (off  land),  they  will  doubtless  return  and  remain 
for  another  two  or  three  weeks. — H. 

Weymouth. — We  have  again  been  experiencing 
some  very  bad  weather,  and  as  a  consequence  the 
fishing  has  been  anything  but  good.  Some  hundreds 
of  mackerel  have  been  taken  close  inside  the  pier,  and 
a  decent  quantity  on  hook  and  line  in  the  bay,  and 
several  thousands  at  Wyke.  Several  medium-sized 
conger  have  been  taken  from  the  pier.  I  was  at  the 
Dolphins  on  Friday  (Aug.  15)  and  took  about  one 
hundred  fish,  but  more  than  half  were  wrasse,  the  rest 
being  small  pout  and  pollack. — A.  G.  Rowell. 


Jlssociafiotts 

(Special  Meetinqb). 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

Attended  by  representatives  from  fifty  -  eight 
angling  clubs,  the  monthly  meeting  of  this  flourish- 
ing association  was  held  on  Monday  night  at  the 
Cripplegate  Institute,  Barbican,  E.C.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Beckett  presided.  The  A.A.'s  handsome  Challenge 
Shield  was  displayed  on  the  chairman's  table  and 
was  much  admired.  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray,  the  hon.  sec. 
of  the  competition,  said  he  still  required  more 
entries  from  A. A.  clubs,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the 
event  will  be  supported  all  round.  There  also 
appeared  on  the  chairman's  table  a  number  of 
night  lines,  Mr.  Beaumont,  the  Tottenham  water 
bailiff,  having  again  been  on  the  track  of  the  poach- 
ing fraternity,  but  unfortunately  had  only  been  able 
to  secure  their  "  tackle."  It  was  stated  that  some 
fine  fish,  including  birbel,  had  been  taken  in  the 
Flanders  Weir  Fishery.  Mr.  R.  J.  Wells  gave  a 
detailed  account  of  the  A.B.S.  audit — for  which  he 
was  heartily  thanked  by  the  meeting — and,  in 
answer  to  the  chairman,  stated  that  he  had  not  been 
discourteously  treated  in  connection  with  the  above 
work,  as  his  co-auditor  had  alleged  that  he  had  been. 
Up  to  the  present,  this  season,  3,583  members  of  the 
association  have  been  issued  railway  privilege 
tickets  by  Mr.  B.  G.  Woodruff,  secretary.  Mr.  J. 
W.  Martin  (the  "  Trent  Otter  ")  was  elected  to  fill 
a  vacancy  on  the  committee  of  the  A.B.S.  During 
the  evening  other  business  was  transacted,  and  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  terminated  the  pro- 
ceedings.— Hon.  Reporter. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society — 

The  society  on  Wednesday  last  held  their  weekly 
meeting  of  members  for  the  first  time  at  the  new 
headquarters,  4,  Fetter-lane,  Fleet-street,  when  a 
goodly  number  of  members  attended.  Mr.  C.  O. 
Minchin  was  elected  to  the  chair,  and  he,  in  a  short 
introductory  speech,  welcomed  the  members,  and 
expressed  the  great  satisfaction  experienced  by  the 
committee  at  finding  their  efforts  to  secure  a  home 
for  the  society  had  so  well  succeeded,  the  members 
present  expressing  their  appreciation.  Reports  were 
read  from  the  society's  agents  at  Southend,  Deal, 
and  Penzance,  and  specially  written  reports  from 
members.  Mr.  W.  B.  Ward,  fishing  at  Weymouth, 
had  good  results,  the  mackerel  coming  in  being 
much  better  fish  than  those  recently  caught.  Mr. 
T.  B.  Bates,  at  Penzance,  in  spite  of  the  changeable 
weather,  experienced  good  sport,  with  his  sons, 
taking  large  quantities  of  pollack  up  to  101b.  (5  owt. 


to  6  owt.),  a  cod  of  ISJlb.  and  ling  17flb.  On 
Tuesday  (Aug.  19)  351b.  of  bream  and  gurnard. 
Written  information  as  to  the  fishing  at  some  new 
stations  was  communicated  to  the  members  present. 
Mr.  Graham  reported  having  tried  Shoebury  for 
eels,  with  much  success,  having  a  large  take. 
Flounders  and  plaice  were  coming  in  in  much 
better  condition.  Mr.  Dryden  had  been  fishing  upon 
the  French  coast  with  but  poor  success,  the  fishing 
there  to  ba  successful  necessitating  "all-night" 
trips.  Mr.  Norman  and  Mr.  Basten,  at  Newhaven,  had 
two  and  a  half  score  of  dabs  and  one  flat  fish.  One 
fisherman,  trawling  ofi  the  breakwater,  took  501b.  of 
soles,  so  that  for  night  fishing  there  ought  to  be  a 
chance  for  members  with  the  rod.  Mr.  George 
Herbert  expressed  in  a  neat  speech  his  entire 
satisfaction  with  the  business-like  work  being 
done  by  the  society,  and  offered  to  present 
to  the  society  two  weighing  machines  to  be 
used  at  the  competitions,  a  gift  very  cordially 
accepted  by  the  chairman.  Other  presentations 
by  members  of  charts,  books,  and  suitable 
furniture  for  the  club  room  were  also  announced. 
A  fine  shark's  jaw,  well  preserved,  being  placed  upon 
the  table.  Mr.  John  Handley,  alluding  to  the  pre- 
sence of  the  representatives  of  the  Angling  Press, 
warmly  congratulated  the  committee  upon  having 
found  the  members  so  nice  a  place,  which  he  re- 
marked would  do  until  a  bigger  one  became  a 
necessity.  The  chairman  then  announced  the 
result  of  the  1901-2  Specimen  Fish  Competition, 
the  "Sarcelle"  Cup  falling  to  Mr.  F.  G. 
Aflalo,  who  had  scored  the  heaviest  fijh  in  its 
class,  and  Mr.  E.  M.  Mallett,  the  present  holder, 
running  him  very  close,  having  the  same  number 
of  points,  but  only  the  second  fish  in  two  classes. 
Mr.  Aflalo's  fish  wore  remarkably  fine  bass  caught 
on  trout  rod  and  single  hook  at  Teignmouth,  91b, 
and  111b.  5oz.  The  Cup  and  10  medals  will  be  pre- 
sented to  the  winners  at  the  formal  opening  of  the 
new  headquarters  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  1. 

City  op  London  Piscatorial  Society — 

Mr.  J.  Hurren  presided  on  Tuesday  last.  There 
were  many  fishing  reports,  amongst  them — Mr. 
Canton,'  dace ;  Mr.  Davidson,  roach  and  dace ;  Mr. 
Hurren,  perch  ;  Mr.  Newport — from  the  Kennett — 
jack,  roach  and  perch,  up  to  21b.  Mr.  Williams, 
perch  and  bream ;  Messrs.  Taylor  and  Holland — 
from  Hampton  Court  —  roach,  chub,  dace  and 
gudgeon,  twenty-seven  fish.  Sergt. -Major  Stephenson 
communicated  some  curious  particulars  respecting 
the  rapid  growth  of  trout  in  South  Africa,  mentioning 
a  remarkable  case  of  a  trout  of  91b  12oz.,  caught  in 
a  water  "  stocked  no  one  knows  how,"  which, 
with  others  of  somewhat  lesser  size,  could  only 
ha/e  been  in  the  water  a  comparatively  short 
time.  During  the  evening  there  was  an  interesting 
discussion  on  the  dentition  of  fishes.  Mr,  B. 
Davison  presented  to  the  library  three  very  nice 
volumes,  receiving  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  for  his 
donation.  A  new  member  was  proposed.  On 
Aug.  26  there  will  be  short  papers  on  "  Holiday 
Experiences." 

Gresham  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  A  Zerfass  presided  at  Tuesday  evening's 
meeting,  when  some  important  business  in  connec- 
tion with  both  the  private  fisheries  was  dealt  with. 
The  successful  anglers  proved  to  be  Mr.  C.  J. 
Haywood  with  roach  up  to  lilb.,  Mr.  Emery  soma 
good  roach  and  dace,  Mr.  Reed  a  perch  of  21b.  loz. 
from  the  Kennet,  and  some  few  smill  bream  from 
the  Ouse.  Mr.  Gill,  trout,  dace,  and  roach  with 
the  fly.  Mr.  Buckingham,  two-and-a-half  score 
whiting  and  flit-fish  from  the  east  coast  one  day, 
three  score  another  day.  Messrs.  Walker,  Mark 
Davies,  Close,  Salmond,  visited  Chesham  last  week 
end.  Each  had  undersized  fish,  and  the  inevitable 
trout  played  havoc  with  some  of  their  tackle.  Several 
outings  for  sea  fishing  will  be  arranged  during  the 
course  of  the  next  few  months,  of  which  due  notice 
will  be  given  in  the  report.  The  principal  event  will 
be  the  outing  to  Deal  on  Nov.  8,  9,  and  10,  for  the 
Society's  Challenge  Cup.  The  day  of  competition 
for  this  will  be  decided  later.  Lord  Mayor's  day  fall- 
ing on  Sunday. — J.  H.  Walker,  Manchester  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street,  E.C. 

Highbury  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  G.  Rayner  presided  at  our  meeting  on  Aug.  20. 
The  tickets  and  bye-laws  for  the  new  water  were  on 
band,  and  were  distributed  to  members  present. 
Mr.  J.  E.  Clements  has  taken  perch  and  dace  from 
the  club  water ;  Mr.  H.  Dunn,  rudd,  roach,  chub, 
and  bream  ;  and  Mr.  Rayner,  chub,  perch,  roach,  and 
bream  from  the  Ouse,  but  none  any  size.  Messrs. 
Hersant  and  Westrup  recorded  24Jlb.  and  21Jlb.  of  • 
bream  respectively,  part  of  a  take  of  more  than 
double  the  weight  taken  iu  about  two  and  a  half 
hours.— G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society — 

A  decided  holiday  air  pervaded  Monday's  meetingi 
several  of  the  members  present  being  on  the  eve  of  | 
starting  for  the  far  north  sea-trout  fishing.  Con- 
versation naturally  turned  to  the  prospects  of 
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sport,  atid  the  best  flies  to  select.  New  patterns 
of  the  latter  were  handed  round  for  inspection 
by  the  prospective  travellers,  and  were  much 
admired.  Mr.  Harden,  fresh  from  Lambourn's 
Vale,  presided  most  amiably  over  the  gathering. 
There  were,  however,  no  returns  from  the  many 
Piscatorials  who  were  en  vacance  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Newbury,  and  the  experiences  of  those  who 
supported  the  chairman  were  poor.  Mr.  W.  G. 
Fletcher  was  the  hero  of  the  hour.  He  exhibited  a 
fine  bream  of  41b.  13Joz.,  taken  in  the  society's 
Uxbridge  water,  and  reported  capturing  others 
weighing  up  to  41b.  He  also  brought  up  a  hybrid 
roach-bream,  which  he  had  caught  in  the  same 
fishery.  It  was  mentioned  that  several  good  perch 
had  been  landed  by  Mr.  Cosway,  and  that  another 
member  had  made  a  nice  bag  of  roach.  The  weeds 
have  been  cut  at  Uxbridge,  but  fish  of  all  kinds  are 
naturally  shy  after  this  annual  "  shaving  "  operation. 
—Hon.  Sec. 


"  One  7-ecognises  the  dlite  of  manJdnd  by  the  complete 
absence  of  pride." — Alex.  Dumas  fi,ls. 


Me.  Frank  H.  Clay  (of  Messrs.  A.  Carter  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  the  well-knownitackle-makers,  of  1.37,  St.  John- 
street-road,  B.C.)  must  be  taking  an  unusual  interest 
in  weather  forecasts.  He  hopes,  as  I  hope,  that  there 
will  be  plenty  of  sunshine  on  Friday,  Sept.  5,  for  on 
that  day  he  will  lead  to  the  altar  Miss  Ellen  Yeomans, 
and  "  happy  is  the  bride  the  sun  shines  on  "  is  a  pro- 
verb old  enough  to  have  gained  respect.  However, 
whatever  the  weather  the  happiness  of  the  worthy 
couple  is  assured  if  the  good  wishes  of  anglers  far  and 
near  and  troops  of  friends  go  for  anything.  Dbagnet 
tenders  his  hearty  congratulations.  Bless  you,  my 
children ! 


Peccavi  I  Prom  a  learned  savant  I  h  ave  received  a 
rebuke,  to  which  I  reverently  bow  my  head.  A  cor- 
respondent described  such  sufferings,  unalleviated  by 
medicines,  that  I  entertained  the  hope  that  he  was 
humorously  exaggerating  his  ills,  and  in  the  same 
spirit  of  exaggeration  I  suggested  a  heroic  remedy 
which  would  indeed  be  a  cure  for  all  ills  which  flesh 
is  heir  to.  Now  a  wise  and  cautious  gentleman  says, 
"  suppose  your  advice  had  been  taken  seriously  ?  " 
Ah,  indeed,  then  would  calamity  have  trodden  on  the 
heels  of  unwise  counsel.  I  have  been  taught  a  lesson 
in  caution  which  I  will  remember.  But  there  was 
reallyino  cause  for  alarm.  I  fear  Dragnet's  advice, 
tendered  humorously  or  seriously,  is  seldom  taken. 
Oh  what  a  beautiful  world  this  would  be  if  it  were  I 

:l:  *  *  *  *  " 

My  learned  friend  suggests  that  people  would  believe 
in  the  truth  of  my  remedy  because  they  "saw  it  in 
print."  True,  I  had  forgotten  for  the  moment  that 
the  par  would  appear  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  which 
has  such  a  reputation  for  accuracy  and  wisdom  that 
there  would  be  a  danger  that  the  advice  "  When  you 
have  the  toothache  till  your  mouth  with  cold  water 
and  sit  on  the  hob  till  it  boils"  might  be  literally 
followed.  I  have,  however,  such  faith  in  my  readers' 
common-sense — and  the  point  of  my  own  humour 
— that  I  think  it  will  be  seldom  I  shall  need — like 
Artemus  Ward — to  append  the  foot-note  "  This  is  a 
goak." 


"  Lest  (er)  we  Forget  !  "  I  hear  from  Mr.  A. 
Smith,  of  Leicester,  that  on  Aug.  13,  fishing  with  four 
other  anglers,  three  and  a  half-hundredweight  of  bream 
were  captured,  averaging  from  3ib.  to  51b.  each.  I 
am  sorry  I  cannot  name  the  place,  but  it  was 
"private"  water.  A  bag  of  781b.  per  man,  all  good 
fish,  is  something  to  be  proud  of. 


Mr.  Carvoseo  Jagg,  fishing  one  evening  last  week 
in  a  private  water,  not  100  ^miles  from  Cambridge, 
caught  three  trout,  6Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  and  7Jlb.  These  three 
fish,  which  were  in  the  very  pink  of  condition,  are  in 
the  hands  of  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons,  the  well-known 
taxidermists,  and  will  make  a  very  handsome  case. 
The  fish  were  taken  on  a  7Joz.  10ft.  6in.  green- 
heart  rod,  made  by  Messrs,  Ogden  and  Scotford,  of 
Cheltenham. 


The  competition  in  connection  with  the  Pulborough 
and  Amberley  excursions  took  place  on  Aug.  17,  and 
was  in  every  way  a  success.  Over  200  entered,  the 
majority  of  whom  had  fish.  The  arrangements,  under 
the  management  of  Mr.  A.  T.  Eldridge,  gave  every 
satisfaction.  Thanks  are  also  duo  to  the  following 
gentlemen  who  acted  as  stewards  : — Messrs.  J.  Fitch, 
C.  Watling,  and  F.  Vanhegan.  The  three  first  prizes 
were  taken  by  Messrs.  J.  Brophy,  171b.  12*oz. ;  P. 
AUum,  131b.  7oz. ;  and  G.  Hills,  121b.  lloz.  The  27th 
prize  was  taken  by.  Mr.  J.  Lambarth  with  21b.  2Joz. 


The  Royal  Aquarium  will  evidently  retain  the 
public  favour  until  the  end  of  its  esistenca  next 


January,  for  just  now  excellent  business  is  being  done, 
and  a  very  effective  show  is  being  provided.  It  is  the 
only  place  of  amusement  in  London  giving  a  morning 
entertainment.  Entertainments  proceed  from  10.15 
a.m.  until  11.30  p.m. 


Congratulations  to  the  members  of  the  B.S.A.S. 
The  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  have  now  "  a  home 
of  their  own,"  and  on  Wednesday  night  they  held 
their  first  meeting  in  their  new  rooms.  No.  4,  Fetter- 
lane.  What  these  rooms  will  be  when  library, 
museum,  and  all  are  complete  I  won't  venture  to 
prophesy,  but  on  Wednesday  night  the  tout  ensemble 
was  recherche.  Behind  the  chairman  was  a  handsome 
case  containing  a  very  fine  specimen  of  the  Cape 
salmon,  641b.,  and  of  the  Bonita,  281b.,  both  caught 
by  a  member  of  the  society,  Dr.  Brownfield  Bateman, 
at  Algoa  Bay. 

The  chairman  was  Mr.  Minchin,  and  an  admirable 
chairman  too.  Mr.  John  Handley  moved  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  committee  for  the  arrangements 
made,  and  these  thanks  were  well  deserved.  There 
was  a  large  and  representative  gathering,  evidence  of 
a  splendid  feeling  of  esprit  de  corps,  and  the  syllabus 
presented  promises  that  the  new  headquarters  of  the 
B.S.A.S.  will  be  the  scene  of  many  a  pleasant  gather- 
ing. The  formal  opening  will  take  place  on  Oct.  1, 
when  the  "  Sarcelle "  Cup  and  medals  will  be  pre- 
sented and  the  season  opened.  The  society  is  sure  to 
flourish,  as  an  angling  society  vmst  flourish  when  it 
pitches  its  tent  under  the  shadows  of  the  officssof  the 
Fishing  Gazette. 


THE  ANGLER. 

(An  Old  Story  with  a  Moral.) 

An  angler  went  angling  one  dull  summer's  day, 
Behind  him  a  "Naughty  Badde  Boye  "  was  at  play, 
He  had  a  strong  bow,  and  arrows  so  sharp, 
The  angler  was  dreaming,  but  not  of  big  carp. 

The  angler  went  angling  the  meadows  throughout, 
He  was  anxious  to  capture  a  jolly  big  trout ; 
But  "  Ye  Boye  "  to  his  bow  a  sharp  arrow  did  lay. 
And  the  angler  caught  never  a  fish  that  day. 

An  angler  went  angling  with  tackle  and  rod. 
His  line  in  the  water,  his  eyes  on  the  sod. 
The  "  Boye  "  with  the  bow  was  watching  amain, 
On  the  off-chance  of  winging  an  arrow  again. 

An  angler  went  angling  the  river  about. 
He  cast  his  line  in,  but  drew  nothing  out  ; 
For  the  "  Boye  "  with  the  bow  one  sure  arrow  had 
sped, 

And  the  swift  shaft  went  home  right  up  to  the  head. 

An  angler  went  angling,  his  basket  was  light. 
His  thoughts,  like  the  day,  were  clouded,  not  bright ; 
For  the  archer-boy's  arrow  had  well  done  its  part. 
It  had  reached  the  deep  home  of  his  innermost  heart. 

An  angler  went  angling,  the  twilight  grew  dim, 
His  basket  was  light,  'twas  nothing  to  him. 
He  cast  in  an  aimless,  mechanical  way, 
His  body  was  there,  tlie  mind  far  away. 

An  angler  stood  angling  on  the  clear  river's  brink. 
Unable  to  angle,  but  only  to  think ; 
And  the  archer-boy  watching  him  laughingly  said, 
"  I  don't  think  he'll  sleep  when  he  goes  home  to 
bed." 

An  angler  went  angling,  he  went  far  afield. 
But  never  a  fish  to  his  angling  would  yield. 
For  "  He  "  was  the  fish  a  "  Fair  Angler  "  had  caught. 
Then  threw  away  from  "Her"  as  though  it  were 
nought.  DisciPULUs  Waltonii, 


In  the  river  Witham,  the  other  day,  a  young 
angler  came  very  near  drowning.  He  was  struggling, 
and  almost  at  the  last  gasp,  when  a  boy  hooked  him, 
and  by  means  of  the  strong  line  (whose  make  was  it  ?) 
drew  him  ^to  some  wooden  piles,  from  which  rescue 
was  easy.    Good  boy  I    Good  tackle  1 


"  A  Rannoch  Man  "  in  a  contemporary  writes : — 
"  Sir, — This  morning  I  had  a  conversation  with  a 
friend  about  the  shooting  in  Rannoch  during  last 
week  ;  and  he  told  me  two  things  that  seemed  to  my 
mind  rather  strange.  1.  In  one  of  our  deer  forests 
the  grouse  shooting  it  would  appear  was  very  poor — 
the  number  of  birds  seen  being  comparatively  small. 
The  scarcity  was  accounted  for  in  this  way.  Last 
spring  was  exceptionally  cold,  and  the  grass  was  very 
late  in  springing  up.  '  Under  such  circumstances,  it  is 
well  known  to  keepers,'  said  he,  '  that  the  half- 
famished  deer  go  about  and  gobble  up  all  the  grouse 
eggs  they  can  find  on  the  ground,  and  so  at  times 
nearly  clear  the  whole  forest  of  eggs.  But  more  than 
this ;  deer  even  when  not  hungry  come  to  be  very  fond 
of  grouse  eggs,  and  become  very  destructive  in  that 
way.'  2.  My  friend  told  me  that  he  was  on  one  occa- 
sion passing  through  part  of  a  deer  forest  during  a 
severe  snowstorm  in  winter,  and  saw  a  stag  crunching 
the  skin  and  bones  of  a  white  hare  that  had  evidently 


died  in  the  snow.  He  said  he  could  hardly  believe  his 
own  eyes  at  the  time ;  but  on  making  inquiries  ha 
found  that  this  was  quite  a  common  occurrence  in  a 
severe  season  when  the  deer  are  hard  pressed  for  want 
of  their  own  proper  food.  It  is  the  case  that  some 
purely  graminivorous  animals  when  so  pressed  become 
carnivorous,  and  this,  if  properly  authenticated,  is  an 
instance  of  it.  I  should  like  very  much  to  learn  the 
opinions  of  better  experts  than  myself  on  these  two 
interesting  points  in  natural  history."  [All  I  can 
say  is  "dear,  dearl"  I've  got  a  retriever  dog  which 
eats  coke.] 


In  honour  of  the  Shah's  visit  I  have  adopted  some 
Persian  customs.  My  only  drink  for  the  nonce  is 
Persian  sherbet.  For  breakfast  I  have  Kamaboko — 
fish  pounded  in  a  basin,  rolled  into  balls  and  baked 
brown  in  butter.  For  luncheon  I  have  Charwan — thin 
fish  soup  served  in  a  bowl  without  a  handle. 


The  St.  Helen's  anglers  fished  a  match  in  a  private 
mere  in  Cheshire  recently,  for  several  prizes.  The 
first  prize  was  won  by  Mr.  P.  Houghton,  the  second 
by  Mr.  Wood,  and  the  third  by  Mr.  W.  B.  Seddon, 
This  newly  reconstructed  club  is  in  a  most  flourishing 
condition. 

The  Burlington  Anglers  have  removed  to  very  com- 
modious and  comfortable  headquarters  (the  British 
Oak,  Westbourne  Park-road,  Westbourne  Park). 
During  the  past  week  some  splendid  fish  were  taken 
by  their  president  from  Farringdon. 

The  Dalston  anglers  will  have  a  "  Return  Visit " 
on  Aug.  25. 

The  Acton  Piscatorials  have  just  fished  a  competi- 
tion at  Shepperton  for  several  valuable  prizes,  when 
the  first  four  winners  were  Messrs.  Dawson,  Taylor, 
Haynes,  and  Hammond. 


Astronomees  from  Paris  and  London  have  been 
working  hard  for  months  to  adjust  a  discrepancy  of 
time  between  the  meridian  of  the  two  places.  If  Paris 
is  wrong,  it  has  got  to  be  put  right — if  right,  it  has  got 
to  be  put  wrong,  for,  of  course,  we  are  still  going  by ' 
Greenwich  all  the  world  over.  The  calculations  will 
go  on  for  months  longer,  and  all  the  fun  is  about 
sixteen  thousandths  of  a  second  I 

^  >fi  *  iti  if 

When  the  calculators  have  done  their  little  sum  I 
mean  to  turn  them  on  to  correct  some  slight  dis- 
crepancies in  the  weights  of  fish.  I  have  noticed  that 
when  Jones  or  Brown  tells  of  his  big  catch  he  gene- 
rally makes  the  fish  the  sixteenth  tnousandth  of  an 
ounce  more  than  the  scale  records.  Again,  how  is  it 
that  the  fish  which  gets  away  is  always  so  much 
heavier  than  the  fish  one  captures  ?  The  calculating 
boys  at  Greenwich  can  pernaps  explain  these  little 
matters. 

****** 
A  friend  of  mine  once  made  a  curious  error.  Green- 
wich has  to  do  with  this  story.  I  met  him,  late  at 
night,  looking  tired,  hungry,  and  worried.  "  What's 
the  matter?"  I  asked.  "Why,  a  bounder  asked  me 
to  dine  with;  him  at  the  '  Dull  Man,  at  Greenwich,' 
acd  I've  been  all  over  the  place  and  there  ain't  no 
such  pub."  "  Well,  it  is  a  queer  sign  for  a  lively 
hotel  I  must  admit,"  I  replied.  "  Are  you  quite  sure 
the  appointment  was  not  for  the  '  Green  Man,  at 
DulwicU.' "  "  Why,  of  course  it  was — what  am  I 
dreaming  about  ?  " 


The  Solway  fisheries  inspector  makes  an  interesting 
statement  in  his  quarterly  report  with  regard  to  the 
destruction  of  immature  fish  by  trawlers  in  the  Sol- 
way.  On  June  3,  he,  with  two  officers  from  the 
Valkyrie,  watched  nineteen  boats  at  work  prawn  trawl- 
ing. On  boarding  three  of  the  boats  when  hauling 
in  their  trawls  after  a  drag  of  one  hour's  duration,  the 
inspector  counted  the  following  numbers  of  immature 
fish,  a  great  many  of  which  were  dead : — First  boat, 
665;  second,  309;  and  third,  1135— total,  2109,  all 
from  one  inch  to  five  inches  in  length.  In  obtaining 
eight  quarts  of  prawns,  these  three  trawlers  destroyed 
2109  fish.  If  tnis  is  done  by  three  boats  in  a  single 
hour,  the  destruction  in  the  course  of  the  year  must 
run  into  millions. 


Talking  of  mosquitoes,  a  friend  of  mine  assures  me 
that  an  acquaintance  of  his  was  once  so  plagued  with 
these  insect  pests  while  in  Florida  that  he  endeavoured 
to  protect  his  face  by  wearing  an  iron  bucket  over  his 
head.  The  mosquitoes,  however,  succeeded  in  punc- 
turing the  iron,  and  the  unfortunate  man,  frenzied 
with  rage,  seized  a  hammer  and  clinched  down  the 
ends  of  their  probosces  inside  the  impromptu  helmet. 
The  mosquitoes  then  flew  away  with  the  bucket,  the 
price  of  which  was  stopped  out  of  the  sufferer's  salary. 


Can  an  angler  who  goes  fishing  in  bad  weather,  and 
returns  home  wet  and  dirty,  be  justly  regarded  as  a 
"  muddied  oaf  "  ?  Dbagnet.  j 
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rmist  arrive  by  first  post  on  Tlmrsday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Some  good  roach  and  bream  have  been  taken  from 
Brearley  and  WLlmcote.  At  the  latter  place,  near  to 
the  Lime  Wharf,  bream  up  to  31b.  have  been  taken. 
Some  of  our  members  have  done  well  in  the  canal  at 
Upton  Magna.  A  number  of  small  pike  have  been 
taken,  and  a  few  good  catches  of  roach  and  perch. 
Some  decent  perch  have  been  taken  from  the 
Fazeley  Canal,  and  roach  have  been  going  well 
at  the  maggot  on  the  Warwick  Canal.  The  canal 
at  Stoke  Golding  has  not  been  fished  much  of 
late  owing  to  the  reports  that  it  has  been  netted  too 
much  of  late.  The  pools  at  Cannon  Hill  Park  have 
provided  good  sport,  and  a  few  good  catches  of  roach 
have  been  taken  and  some  small  pike.  Blackroot  pool, 
in  Sutton  Park,  and  the  Spade  Mill  pool  have  yielded 
some  good  sport ;  the  roach  and  bream  from  the  former 
pool  have  been  above  the  average,  and  of  a  good 
size.  Harborne  reservoir  has  been  fished  and  the 
loach  have  responded  well ;  this  water  at  one 
time  contained  a  large  quantity  of  tench,  but  very 
few  have  been  taken  of  late.  A  good  pike  of 
14^1b.  in  weight  was  taken  last  week  from  the  River 
Aiier  near  to  Tamworth.  Several  contests  were 
fished  on  the  Severn  on  Aug.  17  in  miserable  weather, 
and  the  takes  of  fish  were  very  small.  The  Severn 
Street  Club  fished  their  annual  contest  on  Saturday 
last  at  Defiord,  when  the  old  veteran  Mr.  Pratt 
secured  the  first  prize.  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  record 
the  death  of  Mr.  Fred  Gregory,  of  the  Vine  Unity 
Society,  who  died  suddenly  on  Saturday  last ;  he  was 
well  known  to  Kidderminster  anglers. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Since  the  rainfall  angling  has  been  pursued  with 
much  success  on  most  of  the  Fen  waters.  Bream 
fishermen  have  been  greatly  in  evidence  on  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Witham,  where  some  notable  captures 
have  been  made.  One  of  the  best  lots  creeled  in  the 
Anton  Gowts  district  weighed  upwards  of  401b.,  and 
included  a  brace  scaling  lOflb.,  and  two  others  over 
41b.  a-piece.  Exceptionally  good  bags  of  bream  have 
also  been  taken  on  the  tributaries  of  the  Witham,  but 
as  a  rule  the  individual  captures  have  not  run  so  large 
as  on  the  parent  stream.  Roach  fishing  is  much 
better  now  than  it  was  a  fortnight  ago ;  in  fact,  all 
branches  of  sport  show  an  all-round  improvement. 
The  best  bags  amongst  the  red  fins  have  probably  been 
had  on  the  South  Forty-foot,  in  the  Swineshead  and 
Hubbert's  Bridge  districts.  Roach  fishing  on  the 
Witham  has  been  most  successfully  prosecuted  in  the 
Kirkstead  and  Tattershall  districts,  and  most  of  the 
north  country  visitors  who  have  been  in  the  district 
have  disported  themselves  both  here  and  on  the 
lengths  towards  Boston.  The  members  of  Bottesford 
(Grantham)  Angling  Society  held  their  annual  match 
on  Friday,  Aug.  15.  Fishing  took  place  in  the 
Grantham  and  Nottingham  Canal,  from  Basthorpe 
Bridge  to  Scrimshaw's  Mill,  and  operations  extended 
over  four  hours.  There  were  thirty-five  competitors, 
and  the  three  first  prize-winners  were  Messrs.  W.  Claro, 
W.  Baines,  and  G.  Firth. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull,  the  Driffield  Canal,  and  tributaries 
atill  remain  in  nice  order  for  either  trout  or  coarse 
fish  angling,  and  in  the  latter  some  first-class  sport 
has  been  participated  in  during  the  past  week.  Some 
good  roach  have  been  taken  in  most  parts  of  the 
river ;  and  in  the  tidal  waters  below  Beverley  Beck 
a  few  exceptionally  large  bream  have  been  secured 
both  with  maggot  and  paste.  Mr.  G.  Harrison  had  a 
couple  of  over  21b.  each  near  the  Beckend,  another 
angler  had  one  of  about  2Jlb.,  and  a  roach  of  lib.  7Joz., 
and  on  Thursday  last  a  bream  was  taken  at  West  Ferry 
scaling  41b.,  and  on  Minto  Flatts  one  was  caught  that 
weighed  over  71b.,  a  splendid  fish.  Mr.  R.  H, 
Barlow,  of  the  North  Myton  Angling  Association, 
secured  about  a  stone  of  nice  roach  in  the  same 
locality.  Sport  continues  very  good  amongst  roach 
and  bream  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  both 
maggot,  paste,  and  worms  accounting  for  good 
fish ;  and  both  the  rivers  Ludd  and  Anoholme 
are  furnishing  good  sport,  and  the  waters  in 
very  fair  trim  for  operations.  The  Hull  Roach  and 
Dace  Club  held  an  open  angling  match  on  the  latter 
at  Ferriby  Sluice  on  Saturday  (Aug.  IG),  when  107 
anglers  from  Hull  and  district  competed  for  the  prizes 
offered,  and  after  a  spirited  competition  of  about  two 
and  a  half  hours  Mr.  O.  Barrick,  of  the  Wednesday 
Angling  Society,  was  declared  the  winner  of  the  first 
prize  with  41b.  3ioz.,  Mr.  M,  Darby,  being  second 
with  21b.  3Joz. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Now  that  the  great  week-end  at  Bolton  is  over,  the 
next  event  of  importance  is  that  of  the  Bridgevvater 
Challenge  Shield,  which  curiously  enough  is  sandwiched 


in  the  midst  of  three  competitions  for  the  first  annual 
tournament  for  the  Warrington  Challenge  Shield. 
The  association  in  this  town  have  just  disposed  of 
their  annual  contests  on  Aug.  14  and  10,  Messrs. 
W.  Bennett  and  J.  Sanson  being  number  one  on 
these  two  dates.  From  the  Bollin  the  report  is : 
"A  good  fresh,  but  the  river  should  be  in  good 
order  by  week-end,  especially  for  roach."  The  Fails- 
worth  Anglers  were  at  Torksey  last  week-end,  and 
disposed  of  their  annual  contest,  Mr.  J.  Harrison 
being  first  with  a  weight  of  2Jlb.  Next  Saturday  the 
Chorley  centre  of  the  N.A.A.  are  having  a  big  contest 
and  offering  about  £10  value  in  prizes.  Following  the 
lead  of  the  parent  association,  no  baits  are  barred.  The 
Royal  Walton  Angling  Society,  Blaokley,  succeeded  in 
the  second  match  of  the  season  last  week-end,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Reid  taking  first  prize.  The  Longsight  Victorias 
have  fished  yet  another  match,  Mr.  W.  Downs  taking 
first  prize.  The  Dixon  Green  Angling  Society  match 
last  Saturday  was  a  great  success,  Mr.  S  McChirrick 
taking  the  first  prize. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Whether  our  city  rods  will  weather  the  weather  we 
are  having  just  now,  or  whether  the  weather  will 
eventually  damp  their  enthusiasm,  remains  to  be  seen. 
But  if  anyone  can  be  found  willing  to  even  talk  of 
arranging  for  a  day's  fishing  then  Mark  Tapley  may 
take  notice,  for  his  occupation  is  gone.  Rumour  is 
busy  with  some  new  scheme  for  the  benefit  of  angling 
in  this  city,  and  to  further  which  a  meeting  is  arranged. 
The  proceedings  and  objects  of  the  promoters  have 
been  like  "  bread  cast  upon  the  waters,"  to  be  seen 
"  after  many  days,"  but  no  steps  have  been  taken  to 
make  the  meeting  popular.  The  second  annual  con- 
test for  the  West  Salford  Challenge  Shield  resulted  in 
the  Pendleton  Angling  Society  winning  the  honour  of 
holding  this  trophy  for  the  next  twelve  months,  and 
Mr.  W.  Young,  of  the  same  club,  being  declared  the 
champion  of  the  Association.  The  second  contest 
of  the  Ardwick  Angling  Society  was  a  great  success, 
Mr.  J.  Knight  landing  first  honours.  He  is  natur- 
ally pleased  with  his  visit  to  Saxilby.  The  Gorton 
Angling  Society  also  disposed  of  their  second  contest 
last  week-end  at  Althorpe,  Mr.  W.  Phythian  securing 
premier  honours. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  again  been  of  a  boisterous  character, 
and  at  the  period  of  writing  the  Trent  was  running  in 
colour.  Rains  and  cold  nights  have  spoilt  barbelling 
for  the  week,  and  so  far  the  season  has  been  a  dis- 
appointing one.  At  Shardlow  Mr.  Councillor  Smith 
and  friends  have  caught  some  very  fine  eels  with  the 
worm,  and  eels,  bream,  and  perch  have  come  from 
Weston.  Mr.  J.  Simpson,  of  the  City  Piscatorials,  has 
creeled  a  grand  lot  of  roach  and  bream  with  bread- 
paste  on  the  society's  stretch  above  Farndon  Ferry, 
and  roach  have  been  met  with  at  Fiskerton,  Stoke, 
Sawley,  Beeston,  Barton  and  Attenborough.  Before 
the  rise  sundry  barbel  were  got  at  Colwick  weirs  and 
in  the  "Coal-hole"  in  Clifton  Grove.  Members  of 
the  Kelham  Club  have  taken  chub  with  the  fly, 
though  these  fish  of  late  have  not  risen  nearly 
so  freely  as  in  the  early  part  of  the  season. 
Bream,  roach,  and  other  fish  have  shown  sport 
in  Mr.  J.  Webster's  pond  at  Wilford;  it  is  fed  by 
the  Trent,  and  may  be  fished  for  sixpence  a  day. 
Two  friends  of  mine,  fishing  from  Mount  Gable 
Hotel,  Clonbur,  co.  Galway,  inform  me  that  they 
have  been  having  a  fair  time  on  Longh  Mask  and 
Lough-na-Pough ;  their  largest  pike  was  14Jlb.  and 
their  best  trout  4ib. 

FROM  YORK-AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Fulford  Angling  Society  has  held  its  second 
match  of  the  season  at  Elvington.  The  Derwent  was 
in  excellent  condition,  and  the  weather  was  bright 
and  favourable  for  some  hours,  when  the  sky  became 
clouded  and  the  light  bad.  Sport  was  slow.  Some  of 
the  catches  included  a  few  good  perch  and  roach,  but 
most  of  the  fish  caught  were  small.  Gudgeon  were 
numerous.  At  the  weigh-in  Mr.  R.  Gowthorpe  took 
the  lead  with  21b.  13foz.  of  fish  ;  Mr.  A.  Simpson, 
21b.  12J0Z.,  was  second ;  and  Mr.  G.  Woolford, 
21b.  5oz.,  was  third.  Seven  others  also  took  prizes. 
The  al  fresco  luncheon  is  a  feature  of  the  Fulford 
Club's  outing.  The  Golden  Ball  (York)  Angling 
Society  fished  a  match  in  the  Derwent,  at  Wheldrake, 
on  Aug.  IC,  by  permission  of  Mr.  Hick.  The  weather 
was  very  fine,  but  the  catches  were  small.  The  first 
prize  winner  was  T.  Wilson  ;  second,  J.  H.  Cooper  ; 
third,  A.  Shafto  ;  special  for  largest  fish,  T.  Wilson. 
The  York  and  1  )istrict  Amalgamation  of  Anglers  have, 
I  hear,  rented  some  seven  or  eight  miles  of  the  river 
Nidd,  extending  from  Cattal  to  Skip  Bridge.  Tickets 
for  fishing  this  stretch  are  to  be  issued  to  non-mem- 
bers at  a  nominal  charge. 


Amekican  Books.— a  Catalogue  of  American  books  In  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan'i' House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


^oles  from  f^c  ^orf^. 

"  The  Twelfth  "  has  come  and  gone.  We  have  seen 
better  and  we  have  seen  worse,  but  in  the  aggregate 
the  bags  are  below  the  average,  and  in  all  likelihood 
the  season  vnll  be  a  brief  one. 


On  the  other  hand,  the  partridge  season  will  be  late. 
The  fields  will  not  be  cleared  till  Oct.  1,  if  even  then, 
and  in  the  meantime  the  river  is  the  only  hope  for 
the  sportsman  who  has  a  reach  at  command. 


The  prospects  of  a  good  back-end  are  of  the  brightest. 
On  the  Don  last  week,  in  spite  of  nets,  dams,  dykes, 
and  pollution,  some  eight  or  ten  fish  were  killed 
between  Grandholm  and  Kintore,  and  on  Aug.  17  we 
counted  over  thirty  rising  fish  in  various  pools. 

The  estuary  angler  is  now  having  his  innings,  and 
it  promises  to  be  a  long  and  lasting  one.  The  finnock 
are  forward  in  force  in  the  Dee,  Don,  Ythan,  Ugie, 
Findhorn,  and  Beauley  tidals,  and  baskets  of  61b.,  81b., 
and  121b.  are  quite  common. 


Trout  anglers  up  Don  way  are  having  a  good  time  of 
it.  Mr.  McRae,  on  the  Manar  water,  creeled  thirty- 
nine  trout  weighing  in  the  aggregate  igjlb.,  or  nearly 
Jib.  each  of  an  average. 


Lady  Bridge  is  angling  the  Corniehaugh  Deveron 
water,  but  till  the  nets  are  lifted  she  wiU.  confine  her 
attention  mainly  to  the  trout. 


Mr.  A.  Forbes,  F.B.I.S.,  Aberdeen,  had  a  six  weeks' 
holiday  on  Lord  Aberdeen's  Methlic  water,  and  in 
addition  to  several  salmon  and  grilse  creeled  some 
half  a  dozen  pike.   

The  Dowager  Duchess  of  Sutherland  and  her  husband 
are  now  angling  the  Don  at  Manar. 


Large  supplies  of  salmon  and  grilse  continue  to 
arrive  daily  at  the  Aberdeen  market.  It  is  high  time 
the  nets  were  ofi,  but  a  day  or  two  now  will  see  their 
final  lifting,  and  then  for  a  rod  on  the  Tay,  Dee,  or 
Spey.   

A  Don  angler  the  other  day  creeled  a  20ib.  salmon. 
He  sent  it  to  market  (that  is,  the  fishmonger)  and  was 
offered  4Jd.  per  pound  for  it,  but  as  it  was  fairly  got, 
and  a  good  fish,  he  sent  it  to  Edinburgh,  and  received 
19s.  by  return  of  post.  Special  Scotch, 


HOW  TO  BOIL  COARSE  FISH. 


To  boil  coarse  fish,  scale,  clean  by  wiping  with 
a  cloth  damped  with  vinegar  and  water,  fillet,  and 
carefully  extract  all  bones  from  your  fish.  The 
reason  that  you  should  not  soak  or  wash  coarse  fish  is 
that,  with  the  exception  of  eels,  it  contains  less  fish-oil 
than  salt-water  fish  does,  and  so  you  wash  out  all  the 
delicate,  nourishing  juices,  and  therewith  the  flavour, 
leaving  the  empty  tenement  of  fibre,  which  is  then 
generally  thrown  into  cold  water  and  cooked,  and  then 
abused  by  everyone  for  being  insipid,  woolly,  and  full 
of  bones.  All  this  can  be  avoided.  Take  either  white 
wine  or  cider,  and  add  an  equal  quantity  of  water,  and 
one  part  of  vinegar  to  four  of  water;  add  parsley, 
thyme,  bay  leaf,  cloves,  sliced  onions  and  carrots, 
pepper  and  salt.  Let  it  boil  three-quarters  of  an  hour, 
and  then  strain.  Put  it  on  to  boil  again,  and  put  in 
your  fillets  as  soon  as  it  does  so,  but  do  not  let  them 
boil  too  fast.  The  heat  and  astringency  of  the  liquor 
will  congeal  the  juices  and  keep  them  inside  the  fish. 
If  you  like  you  can  put  the  two  fillets  together  again, 
as  naturally  as  possible,  and  sew  them  up  in  a  cloth. 
Keep  the  liquor,  as  it  can  be  used  over  and  over  again 
for  years,  and  improves  thereby ;  only,  of  course,  it 
diminishes  in  quantity  by  use,  and  will  require  fresh 
to  be  added  to  it  occasionally ;  for  your  fish  must 
always  be  kept  perfectly  covered  by  it.  Here  is  an 
excellent  sauce  for  your  fish,  and  one,  seemingly,  but 
little  known,  but  good  also  with  fried  and  broiled  fish : 
Put  in  a  small  stewpan  the  yolks  of  four  eggs 
(removing  the  speck),  salt  and  pepper,  four  table- 
spoonfuls  of  salad  oil,  four  of  water,  one  of  vinegar, 
and  one  of  green  tarragon  finely  chopped.  Mix  them 
well  and  put  them  over  a  slow  fire,  or  else  hold  them 
high  up  :  keep  them  continually  stirring  until  the 
sauce  (called  "  Bearnaise ")  becomes  thick.  If  you 
boil  it  it  will  curdle.  This  is  enough  for  from  six  to 
eight  persons.  Warm  your  sauce-boat  before  pouring 
in  the  sauce.  If  you  cannot  get  green  tarragon  you 
can  easily  get  the  dried ;  but  for  this  sauce,  which  is 
so  slightly  heated  and  cooked,  you  must  heat  it  thus  : 
Fill  a  basin  up  to  three-fourths  with  hot  water  and 
tie  a  cloth  over  it,  and  on  the  cloth  spread  the  dried 
tarragon,  which  will  become  revived  and  tender.  If 
you  should  have  any  remains  from  your  meal,  take 
two  forks  and  tear  the  fish  into  flakes ;  put  them  into 
a  suitable  dish,  and  cover  them  equally  with  the 
remaining  sauce  whilst  it  is  still  warm.  It  will 
thicken  upon  cooling,  and  you  will  have  a  nice  dish 
the  next  day.  X, 


142 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


August  23,  1902 


AlsTGLERS'   HOTEX-S,   FISHING  QXJiUlTERS, 


SALMON  FISHING. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Lough  Anure,  CroUy  River  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 


Best  and  cheapest  fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal  High- 
lands, within  10  miles  of  Railway  Station. 
Over  100  lakes.  Splendid  Mountain  and 
Coast  Scenery.  Sea  Fishing.  Good  Hotel 
Accommodation,  &c. — Terms  and  full 
particulars  from  S,  Hanlon,  C.P.S., 
Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


ROSSES,  CROLLY  AND  LOUGH  ANURE 
FISHERY. 


PRIVATE  HOTEL, 

Dungloe f   co.  Donegal. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL,  KILREA,  co.  DERRY. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments, 
ftccommodation,  and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths  ; 
Billiards  ;  Suites  of  Rooms  ;  Vehicles  ;  Boats. 
New  Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers' 
board,  9/-  per  day.— Address,  Miss  McCallcm, 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Eg-gfesford,  North  Devon. 

SHOOTING  and  FISHING  FREE  to 
HOTEL  GUESTS.  Twenty  miles  pre- 
served water — Mid  Taw  and  Little  Dart 


WILLIAM  LITTLEWORTH,  Proppletop. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CROES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line) 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  linljs  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
river  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


LAIRG,  N.B. 

SUTHERLAND  ARMS  HOTEL 

Famed  for  its  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Angling 
on  Lochs  Shin,  Fuarloch,  Beannoch  and  various 
other  waters ;  also  Salmon  and  Grilse  on  River 
Shin.  Being  beautifully  situated  amidst  grand 
scenery  at  east  of  Loch  Shin,  it  is  much 
frequented  by  health  and  pleasure  seekers  from 
all  parts.  Postal  and  telegraphic  offices  next 
door.    'Bus  attends  all  trains. 

WM.  WALLACE,  Proprietor 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandshire,  N.B 

MALCOLM  McINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
Olflco  and  Resident  Doctor. 


BORDER  ESK, 
Langholm. 

FISH  I  NO  QUARTERS: 

ESKDALE  HOTEL 

(Temperance). 
BEND   FOR  TARIFF. 

WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor 


ANCLING  IN  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS 

Hill's  Hotel,  Cunkinecly,  co.  Donegal,  Ireland. 

Hix  miles  salmon  and  sea  trout  llshiug  on  Oiley 
river  ;  five  niilcH  salmon  and  sea  trout  fl?liing 
Htragar  river.  Two  excellent  hrown  trout  lakes. 
Good  sea  fishing:  pollack,  mackerel,  etc.  Fishing 
free  to  Hotel  Visitors.  iJJieautifu!  scenery.  Five 
minijtes  from  railway.  Good  accomuiodntion. 
Boats  and  boatmen.   Terms  moderate. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


nr. 

Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London, 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.     En  pension  terms 
only  108<  6d.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vymwy,  Osweatry. 


4|  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

FORTH  HOTEL,  "^^S."Zrf#l" 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  river  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  BEST  in  Wales. 
Report  for  District,  1900  and  1901,  average  83  Salmon.  AUsopp's  Burton  Ales 
on  draught  and  in  bottle.  Billiards  and  Posting, 

Inclusive  Terms,  9s.  a  day.  A,  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


Swag  Holel  Jeitturg,  Worcesleislre. 

HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

FREE  FISHING  for  Visitors  staying 
in  Hotel. 


LOCH  KATRINE— STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated  in  the  heart 
of  Eob  Roy's  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Gregor  being  in  close  proximity, 
and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  fishing  is  free  on  loch  Katrine,  loch  Chon,  and 
several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel ;  excellent  boats  and  experienced  -boatmen  are 
kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and  Trossachs 
and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or  byAberfoyle 
and  Trossachs  and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and  steamers  by  these 
routes  during  the  season.   Post  and  telegraph  office  In  hotel. 

DONALD  FERGUSON,  Proprietor, 


CXJLAG  MOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Pishing  in 
numerous  lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat  from 
Glasgow  on  Mondays.  Wires :  "  Culag, 
Lochinver."  John  Mackenzie. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  PISHING  on 

loch  Ness,  Free  to  Visitors  ;  also  TROUT 
FISHING  on  lochs  Farraline,  Garth, 
and  Bran.  Special  weekly  terms.  Post- 
ing.   Telegrams  :  "  Hotel  Foyers." 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  TAY,J(ILLIN,  N.B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges : 
£1  per  Salmon.  Fishing  opened  15th 
January.  For  Boats,  apply  to  H,  J. 
Maibet,  EUlin  Hotel,  Kill  in,  N.B. 


OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

Via  Lairg,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLER'S  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Kerox.  Fishing  on  lochs  Hhin,  Grian,  Merkland, 
and  Gorm.  Also  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing. 
Boats  and  experienced  gillies.    Posting,  &c. 

DUNCAN  MACKAY. 
Total  season  1896,  sixty  days'  Ashing  for  one 
rod,  2,206  fish,  weighing  1,126  lb.    Last  season's 
catch,  over  10,000  flsh. 


INNSBRUCK. 

The  lovely  Capital  of  Tyrol.  Ideal  Ilealth 
and  Pleasure  Resort.  Good  Kishing.  Charming 
Excursions.  Delightful  Climate.  Englitli 
Church. 

HOTEL  TYROL. 

C.  LANbSEE,  proprietor. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINOSBRIDGE,   S.  DEVON 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance, 
8s.  6d.  per  day.  PISHING  for  Pike, 
Perch  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait, 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hend<yn,  Middlesese. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  360  acres  strictly  preserved, 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  statloni.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland 
SIZES  OF  Fish, 


Pike,  18  Inch. 

Chub,  7  inch. 

Bndd,  6  inch. 

Tench,  8  Inch. 
Bottom  Fishing 
Jack  Fishing 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  Inch. 
Gudgeon,  4  Inch. 

per  day  1/0 

2/6 


THE  CELKBRATED 

FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Near  FARNHAM.  SURREY. 


Situate  in  one  of  the  most  delightful  spots  in 
England.    Now  in  all  its  summer  beauty 

Splendid    Fisfiinff,   Roatlng,  Punting 
and  Soiling  on  own  Private  Lake. 
S  miles  in  Circumference, 

TENCH  NOW  FEEDING  AND  LARGE 
FISH  NUMEROUS. 


Upwards  of  a  mile  of  well-stocked 
and  preserved  Trout  Stream. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3  gs.  per  week 
Inclusive.  Everything  supplied  of  Best 
Possible  Quality.   Moderate  Prices. 

Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses, 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 


Tariff  forvDitrded  on  application, 

a.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 
TeUgTomt:  "  Griffith!,  Freniham  Pond,  Surrey.' 


GOOD  LAKE  AND  RIVER 
FISHING 

(Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch.  Eels) 
at  a  nominal  cost. 

SWAN  HOTEL 

THORNTHWAITE,  KESWICK. 

Three  minutes  from  lake.  Splendidly  situated  ; 
one  of  the  finest  views  in  lake  district  from  the 
hotel.  Terms,  6s.  6rf.  per  day,  or  2  guineas  per 
week.   Special  terms  for  fishermen. 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Pish- 
ing  in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Particu- 
lars on  application  to 

JOHN  McDonald,  Proprietor. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Earl  ob"  Cahnaevon 
(rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HABT  HOTEL 

RINQWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visiton 
in  Hotel  at  6«.  per  day.  Billiards ;  Posting ; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters  of  C.T.C-, 
&c.— Address,  Pkopbibtor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland — Louglu 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1+  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Termi 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNER3,  Proprietor. 


LOCHMADDY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  UlSTi 

Beat  Fishing  in  Hebrides  for  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Brouin  Trout.   Over  SO  lochs, 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  from 
25th  February  till  end  of  October. 
Excellent  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  on  all 
lochs.  Drawing  and  smoking  rooms. 
Hot,  cold,  and  salt  water  baths.  Posting. 
Daily  mails  via  Oban,  Mallaig,  and  Inver- 
ness. Telegraph  ofiSoe.  Good  golf  coursa 
short  drive  from  Hotel. 
 D.  MAOFADYEN. 

(LOCH  TAY), 
GLEN  DOCHART,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Dochaiti 
surrounded  by  wild,  picturesf^ue  and  romantic  soeneil 
six  miles  from  the  head  of  loch  Tay,  and  one  ml 
from  Luib  Station  on  the  t'allandar  and  Oban  Railvtf* 
Five  miles  of  good  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  on  W 
river  Dochart,  loch  Dochart.  and  loch  Nubhair,  Frea  $• 
Visitors  staying  at  the  Hotel.  Boats  free.  Every  Ham* 
Comfort,  combined  with  moderate  charges.  PartiM 
Boarded.  Golf  course.  Posting  in  all  bmncbes.  Pflft 
and  Telegraph,  Luib  Station. 

DONALD  McNAUGHTON,  ProprietflX. 


IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

DOVEDALE,  ASHBOURNE, 

The  old-established  fishing  quarters  fot 
Anglers  on  the  Dove  and  Manifold. 
Upwards  of  7  miles  of  water.  The  Hotel 
has  been  recently  refurnished  throughout. 
Write  for  illustrated  tariS  to 

WM.  EVANS. 

GOOD  FREE  FISHING. 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits 
&c.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD, 

HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS. 
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RAILWAY   PRIVILEGES,  BRANCHES 
AND  AFFILIATED  CLUBS. 


The  Committee  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Societ;y, 
having  been  informed  by  the  authorities  of  the  South 
Eastern  and  Chatham  Railway  that  there  has  been 
some  misapprehension  on  the  part  of  anglers  as  to  the 
position  of  branches  of  the  society  as  regards  the 
railway  privileges,  wish  it  to  be  understood  : — 

That  branches  of  the  society  can  be  formed  only  of 
elected  members  of  the  society  paying  subscriptions 
not  less  than  those  provided  by  rule,  that  is,  10s.  6d. 
per  annum  for  members  and  5s.  6d.  for  the  wives  and 
children  of  members. 

That  members  of  merely  affiliated  clubs  are  not  as 
such  members  of  the  society,  and  that  they  are  not 
entitled  to  the  railway  privileges  granted  by  the  above 
company  to  the  society. 

That  the  committee  do  not  intend  to  form  any 
branch  in  or  near  London,  and  that  no  club  having 
its  headquarters  in  or  near  London  can  be  affiliated. — 
By  order  of  the  Committee.  H.  Pilley. 


SALMON  ANGLER  AND  ARTIST 
AT  EIGHTY. 


I  CALLED  on  Walter  M.  Brackett,  the  Boston  artist 
and  noted  painter  of  exquisite  salmon  portraits,  at  his 
studio,  41,  Tremont-street,  recently,  and  found 
him  apparently  as  vigorous  and  full  of  "  git  "  as  he 
was  when  I  called  on  him  forty  years  ago  or  so.  He 
has  occupied  this  same  studio  for  forty-four  years,  and 
is  now  disturbed  because  he  must  vacate  for  a  "sky- 
raker,"  which  is  to  go  up  immediately  on  the  old  site. 
He  had  four  inimitable  salmon  pictures  on  view  when 
I  called,  of  which  one  was  on  the  easel  awaiting 
finishing  touches.  His  age  is  seventy-nine  years,  and 
he  never  misses  a  season  on  his  favourite  river — the 
St.  Marguerite,  vrhich  is  a  tributary  of  the  Saguenay. 
He  says  he  can  handle  a  salmon  with  as  little  fatigue 
as  he  ever  could.  He  is  anxious  now  lest  his  change 
of  domicile  shall  prevent  his  going  to  Canada  this 
year,  but  if  disappointed,  perhaps  he  may  be  able  to 
go  ten  years  hence.  Qiiien  sabe  It  will  be  remembered 
that  Sir.  Brackett's  famous  quartette  of  salmon 
pictures,  entitled  "The  Rise,"  "The  Leap,"  "The 
Struggle,"  and  "Landed,"  brought  $4000  from  an 
English  gentleman  in  1879.  Both  the  artist  and  his 
studio  are  Boston  landmarks,  vyhich  will  be  missed 
when  they  pass  away.  Of  the  two,  we  note  now  the 
survival  of  the  fittest,  anyway. —  0.  Hallock  in 
Forest  and  Stream. 


A  WHALE  HUNT. 


Without  a  pause  for  rest,  and  in  the  same  utter 
stillness,  we  toiled  on  for  at  least  two  hours.  It  was 
back-breaking  work,  and  but  for  the  splendid  training 
we  were  in  we  could  not  possibly  have  held  out. 
Then  suddenly  from  ahead  came  a  yell  of  wild 
laughter,  the  most  blood-chilling  sound  surely  ever 
heard.  Immediately  following  it  we  saw  a  veritable 
hill  of  light  upraise  itself  out  of  the  sea  ahead,  and 
realised  that  at  last  our  quarry  was  brought  to  bay. 
"  In  paddles,  out  oars  1  "  yelled  the  officers,  and  as  we 
obeyed  we  were  aware  that  a  terrific  commotion  was 
io  progress  ahead.  The  greenish-glaring  spray  ascended 
in  long  jets,  and  the  dull  boom  of  mighty  blows 
reverberated  over  the  hitherto  quiet  sea.  Pulling  till 
our  sinews  cracked  we  reached  the  storm-centre,  and 
by  what  seemed  a  miracle  actually  succeeded  in  getting 
fast  to  the  whale  — every  boat  did  that,  although  it 
seemed  to  many  of  us  a  suicidal  policy  under  the 
circumstances.  Shouts  and  curses  resounded  until  a 
voice  was  heard  that  enforced  silence,  the  far-reachincr 
tones  of  Captain  Cushing,  who  was  nearest  to  the  foe, 
but  for  all  his  ability  was  unable  to  do  more  once  he 
had  got  fa3t.  For  now  the  whale  had  settled  down 
into  a  steady  straightforward  rush  at  the  rate  of  about 
fourteen  knots  an  hour,  the  five  boats  sweeping  along 
in  his  wake  like  meteors  glancing  across  the  deep 
darkness  of  the  night.  The  whale  could  not  be  seen. 
Only  at  long  intervals  did  he  slant  upwards,  and  with 
a  roar  like  the  lifting  of  an  over-loaded  safety-valve 
disappear  again.  So  on  we  went  through  the  warm 
quiet  night  without  the  slightest  sign  of  slackening 
until  the  gladsome  light  of  dawn  quickened  on  the 
sea-rirn,  and  showed  us  that  we  were  alone — there  was 
no  sign  of  the  ship.  A  gaunt  and  haggard  crew  we 
looked,  anxiety  scoring  deep  furrows  in  our  wan  faces. 
And  as  the  sun  sprang  into  the  sky  we  suddenly  came 
to  a  dead  stop.  The  strain  on  the  line  compelled  us 
to  pay  out,  and  thus  we  hovered  in  a  circle,  bows 
,  awash,  and  awaited  the  pleasure  of  our  foe.  There  was 
a  sudden  upspringing  of  all  boats,  a  hasty  raanamvring 
to  clear  one  another  as  far  as  might  be,  and  before  any 
of  us  could  have  imagined  it  possible  high  into  our 
midst  leaped  the  spotted  whale,  his  awful  jaws  agape, 
and  his  whole  body  writhing  in  its  evolution.  Straight 


for  the  skipper's  boat  he  came,  taking  it  diagonally, 
and  with  a  crash  that  set  all  our  teeth  on  edge  she 
disappeared.  A  mist  arose  before  our  sight,  the  spray 
of  the  conflict  filling  the  air,  but  fired  beyond  fear  by 
the  wholesale  tragedy  we  believed  had  taken  place  we 
bent  to  our  oars  till  they  cracked,  thirsting  for  that 
monster's  blood.  As  we  came  bounding  to  the  spot 
he  disappeared,  and  to  our  unspeakable  amazement 
(though  we  had  no  time  to  show  it)  all  the  destroyed 
boat's  crew  reappeared.  But  if  Captain  Cushing  had 
looked  dangerous  before,  his  appearance  now  was  that 
of  a  demoniac.  His  cap  was  gone,  so  that  the  yellow 
dome  of  his  head  loomed  strangely  in  the  early  morning 
light,  his  clothing  hung  from  him  in  ribbons,  and  his 
right  arm  dangled  as  if  only  held  by  a  few  sinews. 
He  had  come  right  out  of  the  whale's  jaws.  All  the 
others  were  scathless. — From  BuUen's  "  Deep  Sea 
Plunderings." 


^Letters  to  the  Ebitoc 

[TFe  do  not  Iwld  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 


LOO  POOL. 

Sir, — My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  two  letters  by 
"Fly"  and  Mr.  Hearder  in  your  paper  recently  respect- 
ing fishing  in  Loo  Pool.  As  they  may  create  a  wrong 
impression,  I  write  to  inform  you  that  the  fishing  in 
the  Loo  Pool  is  reserved  for  my  tenants  and  neighbours. 
I  do  not  give  permission  to  strangers  to  fish  in  the 
Loo. — Yours  faithfully,  J.  P.  Rogebs. 

Penrose,  Helston,  Cornwall. 


THE  LETTERS  "  S.  S." 

Dear  Sir, — I  noticed  that  in  "  Occasional  Notes" 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  last  week  you  raise  a  question 
as  to  the  meaning  of  the  letters  "  S.  S."  I  feel  some 
hesitation  in  coming  forward  with  a  suggestion,  but  I 
have  always  taken  it  to  refer  to  the  Collar  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  {Spiritus  Sanctus).  I  think  King  Charles  I. 
received  that  decoration  on  the  occasion  of  his 
marriage.  I  have  no  authority  for  the  opinion,  but 
the  abbreviation  is  a  not  unlikely  one  in  days  when 
Latin  was  in  fashion. — Yours  faithfully, 

T.  H.  Gillespie. 


A  SPLENDID  SKATE. 

Dear  Sir, — It  may  interest  your  readers  to  hear  of 
a  big  skate  (male)  that  was  caught  on  Aug.  14  ofi  the 
Manacles  on  an  ordinary  hand  line  by  one  of  our 
party.  Length,  6ft.  5in. ;  breadth,  .5ft.  2in.  ;  weight, 
139  J  lb.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  we  were  fishing  out  of 
a  quay  punt  the  fish  caused  an  immense  amount  of 
trouble  to  haul  on  board. 

It  would  very  much  interest  us  to  know  if  this  is 
not  an  exceptionally  large  skate  for  the  district. — • 
Yours  truly,  G.  Liddard  Pout, 

Memb.  of  B.S.A.S. 

[A  rather  exceptionally  large  specimen,  but  many 
very  heavy  skate  are  taken  by  the  fishermen  off  that 
part  of  the  coast.] 


BROOK  ANGLING. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  "  Black  Hackle," 
makes  an  appeal  to  "  Mr.  Tod  "  (or  any  other  man)  in 
your  correepondence  columns  of  Aug.  2.  He  speaks  of 
fishing  a  brook  "three  to  five  yards  across,"  "two  miles 
down  and  then  up  again,"  and  takes  for  granted 
that,  if  the  trout  are  taking  his  worm-baited  single 
hook  well,  he  will  kill  three  out  of  five  biters. 

This  being  so,  he  asks  me  a  series  of  questions,  to 
which  I  can  only  reply,  I  am  not  a  trout  and  he  is  a 
"  Black  Hackle."  Does  he  wish  to  catch  Mr.  Tod, 
this  "  Black  Hackle  "  ? 

Well,  he  wishes  to  know  "  When  is  that  stretch 
worth  fishing  again  '?  "  I  should  say  not  till  a  fall  of 
rain  had  swelled  its  tiny  waters— if  it  has  been 
searched  really  so  well  as  "  Black  Hackle  "  seems  to 
think  an  expert  ought  to  do  the  business.  I  imagine 
that  "Black  Hackle's"  hook  "is  as  searohing  as  a 
small-tooth  comb." 

He  next  asks,  "  How  is  the  loss  of  these  replaced?  " 
He  partly  answers  this  question  when  he  speaks  of 
"  becks  where  interlacing  foliage  and  brambles  often 
give  him  much  trouble  to  get  in  even  his  one  hook." 
How  on  earth  can  he  make  sure  of  searching  such 
places  thoroughly '?  As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  does  not 
do  so  ;  and  besides  this,  even  the  pool  he  finds  open, 
how  many  trout  lie  under  its  little  banks  watching  the 


Lyra  Pisoatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishemien.  By  COTSWOLD  ISYS,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  IJry-Fly  FLshinR,"  etc.  The  Field  says:  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume."  The  Aynateur  Jnyler 
says  :  "All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco  '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King-street,  Covent-garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  2s.  (id. 


fisherman  with  the  tail  of  the  eye,  and,  of  course,  such 
trout  always  "  live  to  fight  another  day." 

But  "Black  Hackle"  adds,  "Parts  of  such  brooks 
preserve  themselves."  Yes,  and  these  preserved  parts 
serve  as  nurseries  for  the  rest,  Mr.  "  Black  Hackle." 

I  feel  quite  sure  that  we  know  very  little  indeed 
regarding  the  habits  of  trout  in  such  small  brooks.  If 
a  trout  gets  hungry  at  night  or  early  dawn,  I  should 
imagine  that  he  goes  forth  (like  our  old  Border  reivers) 
on  the  prowl,  and  if  he  finds  pools  which  are  tenant- 
less  which  used  to  be  tenanted  he  will  leave  his 
"  brambly  bit  "  and  take  up  his  abode  therein. 

Then  brooks  run  into  streams  or  rivers,  and  durincf 
a  flood  trout  Eoarch  up  from  the  larger  river,  and  if 
food  be  found  and  no  one  to  eat  it,  naturally  that 
trout  stays.    He  knows  when  he  is  well  off. 

Lastly,  when  we  consider  how  one  or  two  females 
repopulate  the  brook  in  spawning  time,  and  that  in 
these  tiny  brooks  there  are  comparatively  few  foes  to 
gobble  up  the  fry,  one  can  see,  I  think,  how  they  are 
retenanted  afresh  year  by  year. 

I  fancy  "  Black  Hackle  "  knows  all  this,  and  I  hope 
he  is  satisfied  with  my  reply.  As  a  great  physician 
once  said  in  regard  to  diagnosis,  "After  all,  it  is  but 
shrewd  guessing." — Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


"SHOULD  HE  UPBRAID." 

Dear  Sib, — Permit  me  to  thank  warmly  your  corre- 
spondents, Mr.  A.  P.  Dyer  and  "  F.  R  ,"  for  their 
goodness  in  replying  to  my  inquiry  about  Bishop's 
song,  "  Should  He  Upbraid."  The  truth  is,  there  wa,s 
a  bet  or  its  equivalent  depending,  and,  so  far  as  I  can 
see,  I  distinctly  score.  The  concert  and  my  Philistine 
friend  was,  I  may  remark,  simply  a  fiction  of  mine, 
devised  to  introduce  the  question  of  authorship,  but, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  only  noticed  the  actual  words  of 
the  song  for  the  first  time  a  few  days  ago  over  a  lady's 
shoulder  at  the  piano,  and  saw  they  were  "by  Shake- 
speare." When  the  music  was  over  I  took  the  liberty 
to  deny  this,  not  that  I  claimed  for  a  moment  to  know 
my  Shakespeare  so  well  that  the  song  could  not 
escape  me,  but  the  internal  evidence  seemed,  and  still 
seems,  to  me  conclusive  against  it.  The  very  first 
line  is  fatal — "  Should  he  upbraid,  I'll  own  that  he 
prevail."  The  italics  are  mine,  and  where,  let  me 
ask,  is  the  antithesis?  What  has  prevailing  to  do 
with  upbraiding  ?  Where  is  the  subtle  charm  of  the 
play  of  contrast  ?  Just  observe,  sir,  the  music  of  the 
master  :  "  Siy  that  she  rail  .  .  .  she  sings  as  sweetly  as 
the  nightingale,"  and  her  "  frown  "  is  "  a  look  as  clear 
as  morning  roses  newly  washed  with  dew  "  ;  her  being 
mute  is  "  volubility  "  and  "  piercing  eloquence."  Here 
is  no  mistaking  the  hand  that  strikes  the  lyre.  Railingis 
singing  ;  frowning  the  clear  look  of  morning  roses  newly 
washed  with  dew  (an  exquisite  little  poem  in  itself 
this)  ;  muteness  is  declared  to  be  volubility  and  the 
uttering  of  piercing  eloquence.  But  who  is  it,  I  ask, 
that  slanders  the  immortal  bard  by  attributing  the 
muddy,  pointless  "  upbraid — prevail  "  conceit  to  him? 
And  in  conclusion,  let  me  just  remark  that  Shakespeare 
is  not  the  only  immortal  by  any  means  that  has  been 
marred  and  "  re-made  "  by  scribblers.  At  least,  the 
profanation  I  refer  to  belongs  to  the  same  class  of 
thing,  and  is  most  irritating,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  to 
the  true  and  intelligent  worshipper.  Some  of  Walton's 
editors  and  commentators  have  roused  me  to  language 
which  I  shall  not  here  repeat,  but  which  the  recording 
angel,  no  doubt,  has  duly  entered.  I  firmly  believe 
some  of  them  will  blackguard  the  good  old  man  one 
of  these  days  because  he  has  not  given  us  the  oil  tip 
for  the  dry  fly.  I  once  knew  a  fellow  who  slated 
Homer  because  there  was  no  smokeless  powder  or 
pom-poms  in  his  battles  I — Yours  truly,  Mona. 


"  THE  SPORTING  FISH  OP  GREAT  BRITAIN." 

Dear  Sir,- — Continuing  notes  on  re-reading  Mr. 
Cholmondeley  Pennell's  "  The  Sporting  Fish  of  Great 
Britain,"  I  come  to  trout  (S.  fario).  I  observe  he 
distinguishes  S.  ferox  as  a  distinct  species.  I  notice 
that  in  no  way  apparently  does  he  associate  S. 
levenensis  with  S.  trntta,  nor  does  he  speak  of  many 
more  curious  and  equally  distinct-looking  varieties, 
such  as  are  well  known  to  inhabit  many  lochs  and 
are  surely  worthy  of  mention  at  least — such  as  the 
Orasspuil  trout  of  Durness,  the  gillaroo  trout  of  Loch 
Mulach,  Corry,  Sutherlandshire,  the  hump-backed 
trout  of  Goberneasgach  Deer  Forest,  the  strange  docked- 
tailed  trout  of  several  localities  (for  example,  Islay 
and  Loch  Enoch  and  Gonar  Burn),  the  "  fossack  "  or 
tidal  trout  of  Inver  and  Kirkaig,  and  the  parr-marked 
trout  of  a  loch  in  Goberneasgach  Deer  Forest. 

I  notice  also  among  the  char  and  many  others  S. 
hillincnsis  is  not  given  specific  separation,  and  as  he 
acknowledges  to  having  killed  one  char  in  a  mountain 
burn  in  Inverness-shire  I  may  mention  here  the  names 
of  lochs  in  which  I  have  killed  examples  ;  and  it  might 
be  of  interest  to  add  to  the  list  of  char-holding  lochs. 
I  know  of  many  others  besides  those  I  mention  here  :  — 
Char  Luchs. — Loch  Crasspuil,  Loch  Borrolaigh, 
Loch  Assynt,  Loch  Borrolan,  Loch  Fewn,  Loch  Merk- 
land  (one  of  Jib.  on  trolls),  Loch  Garry  (eighteen  in 
one  day  to  two  rods,  Colonel  H.  W.  Feilden  and  self). 
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Loch;  Eilt'  (two  or  three  specimens  in  seasons  1898, 
1899,  1900,  1901,  1902,  fly  and  trolls).  Besides  above 
are  a  loch  on  the  shoulder  of  Ben  Hope,  where  seventy 
were  killed  in  one  day  by  the  late  Mr.  Crawford,  of 
Tongue,  and  one  of  his  sons ;  Loch  Inch,  Speyside, 
and  many  more ;  but  as  I  have  not  killed  any  myself 
in  these  lochs,  I. 'prefer  not  to  enter  them  in  my 
part  of  the  list. 

Of  the  brilliant  tints  of  the  bellies  of  char,  this 
does  not  invariably  serve  as  a  distinguishing  feature 
between  trout  and  char.  In  Faroe  I  have  killed  on  a 
loch  near  Eide  a  trout  {S.  fario  ?)  as  red  as  any  char, 
and  even  redder  in  colour,  and  there  is  another  loch 
in  Faroe  where  all  the  trout  in  it  are  of  a  deep  yet 
bright  red,  almost  vermillion,  colour.  In  Ireland  also, 
I  believe,  such  a  variety  of  trout  is  found  in  several 
places. 

Of  the  size  of  char  I  will  not  speak  here  in  detail, 
but  I  am  credibly  informed  that  fish  of  31b.  are  not 
uncommon,  and  are  seen  on  the  shallows  of  a  cert.iin 
loch  in  Sutherlandshire  in  the  month  of  October, 
whence  I  possess  one  of  lib. — a  typical  beauty. 

What  still  remains  to  be  done  is  to  undertake  a 
semi-Ecientifio  exploration  of  Scottish,  English,  and 
Irish  lochs,  lakes,  loughs,  and  rivers  by  a  party  of 
active  and  expert  anglers  and  artists,  who  will  catch 
and  at  once,  and  upon  the  spot,  depict  the  brilliant 
but  often  quickly-fading  hues  of  the  freshly-caught 
fish.  Such  a  volume  of  plates  with  accompanying 
short  letterpress  would  surely  "  fetch  "  many  a  wealthy 
angler,  and  become  indispensable  in  a  good  angler's 
library,  not  to  say  be  of  value  from  a  scientific  stand- 
point.— Yours  truly,  J.  A.  Habvie-Brown. 

P.S. — May  I  add,  by  way  of  criticism,  that  the  picture 
of  a  sea- trout  {Saliiio  trutta,  to  face  p.  38)  of  Mr. 
Pennell's  volume  appears  to  my  eyes  to  have  been 
taken  from  a  "  well-mended  kelt,"  and  not  from  a 
fresh-run  fish ;  but  it  may  be  it  was  one  fed  on  worms. 
I  observe  also  that  there  are  no  spots  shown  upon  the 
gill-covers  in  the  plate,  though  there  are  usually  five. 
That  of  the  salmon,  to  my  eye,  appears  even  more 
"kelty,"  and  less  "  well-mendit,"  and  so  is  the  Loch 
Leven  trout.  Of  the  grayling  I  will  not  speak  from 
my  experience,  but  perhaps  someone  will. 


FISHING  AT  FOWEY. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  E.  K.  Burstal,  will 
be  able  to  get  some  good  sport  at  Fowey  if  he  goes  to 
work  right.  With  regard  to  boatmen,  their  name  is 
legion,  but  some  are  wise  and  some  are  "  otherwise." 
Mr.  Eowe,  Esplanade-road,  and  Mr.  Grose,  Custom 
House-road,  are  both  good  men.  Hotel,  the  Fowey; 
and  if  lodgings  are  preferred,  Mrs.  Phillips,  Sea  View  ; 
Mrs.  Peake,  Mount  Pleasant ;  Mrs.  Fancy,  Sea  View  ; 
Mrs.  Nance,  Sea  View  ;  Mr.  R.  Varcoe,  Fowey  Hotel- 
road,  house  furnished  to  let.  Shall  be  glad  to  give 
any  further  information. 


FISHING  AT  LLANDUDNO. 
Your  correspondent,  "Gaff,"  is  just  in  the  thick  of 
the  fishing  district.  The  whole  neighbourhood  teems 
with  all  kinds — cod,  whiting,  pollack,  lythe,  conger. 
Boats  can  be  got  at  a  fair  price  at  Conway  and  other 
spots.  I  send  a  lot  of  tackle  to  Bangor,  Ty-Croes, 
Llanfairfechan,  Llanrwst,  Bettws-y-Coed,  and  from 
the  sort  I  should  say  the  fith  are  large.  Large  conger 
are  taken  just  under  the  Great  Ormes  Head.  I  shall 
be  glad  to  give  "Gafi"  any  further  information,  and 
hope  he  may  make  use  of  himself  often. 


FISHING  AT  "NUNSOON." 

Your  correspondent,  A.  Lambert,  does  not  say  what 
kind  of  fishing  he  wants;  he  is  in  the  land  of  plenty, 
either  fresh  or  salt  water.  All  sea  fishing  is  free,  but 
some  of  the  fresh-water  requires  tickets.  I  shall  bo 
pleased  to  give  any  information  when  I  know  the  sort 
of  fishing  requii-ed. — Yours  truly. 

High-street,  Plymouth.         William  Hearder. 


FISHING  AT  DUNOON— A  CORRECTION. 
Dear  Sib, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent's 
inquiry  re  fishing  at  "  Nunsoon  "  should  not  this  be 
Dunoon,  on  the  Firth  of  Clyde?  The  fishing  twenty 
years  ago  was  very  fair  there,  but  should  advise 
Mr.  Lambert  to  write  the  Secretary  of  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society,  4,  Fetter-lane,  who,  I  believe,  have 
an  agent  at  Dunoon. — Yours  truly, 

F.  L.  BOBTHWICK. 


THE  HIBERNATION  OP  SWALLOWS. 
SiB, — I  was  very  much  interested  in  the  remarks  of 
the  "  Amateur  Angler  "  on  the  above  subject,  and  so 
far  as  Gilbert  White  not  contradicting  this  theory  ho 
says  (Nov.  22,  1777) :  "  You  cannot  but  remember  that 
the  2(jth  and  27th  of  last  March  were  very  hot  days, 
80  sultry  that  everybody  complained.  This  summer- 
liko  heat  was  attended  by  many  summer  coincidences  ; 
for  on  those  two  days  the  thermometer  rose  to  CGdeg. 
in  the  shade  "  (this  would  moan  about  lOOdog.  in  the 
sun  I  take  it,  perhaps  more) ;  "  many  species  of  insocta 
revived  and  came  forth  ;  some  bees  swarmed  in  the 
neighbourhood ;  the  old  tortoise,  near  Lewes,  in 
Sussex,    awakened    and    came    forth    out    of  its 


dormitory ;  and,  what  is  most  to  my  present 
purpose,  many  house-swallows  appeared  and  were 
very  alert  in  many  places,  and  particularly  at 
Cobham,  in  Surrey.  This  short  warm  period  was 
succeeded  by  harsh,  severe  weather,  with  frequent 
frosts,  ice,  and  cutting  winds."  Result :  "  The  insects 
withdrew,  the  tortoise  retired  into  the  ground,  and 
the  swallows  were  seen  no  more  until  April  10,  that  is 
to  say,  exactly  a  fortnight.  If  they  could  do  without 
food  two  weeks  why  not  two  months  ?  " 

Be  house-martins,  he  says :  "  It  appears  by  my 
journals  for  many  years  past  that  these  retire  to  a 
bird  about 'the  beginning  of  October,  but  on  Nov.  i 
more  than  twenty  house-martins,  which,  in  appear- 
ance, had  all  departed  about  Oct.  7,  were  seen  again 
for  that  one  morning  only,  sporting  between  my  fields 
and  the  Hanger,  and  feasting  on  insects  which 
swarmed  in  that  sheltered  district." 

Lastly,  he  says  :  "  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
two  whole  species  of  British  liirundines  do  never  leave 
this  island  at  all,  but  partake  of  the  same  benumbed 
state  as  torpid  insects,  reptiles,  and  quadrupeds ;  for 
we  cannot  suppose  that,  after  a  month's  absence, 
house-martins  can  return  from  southern  regions  to 
appear  for  one  morning  in  November,  and  house- 
swallows  for  two  days  in  March."  It  is  a  large  order. 
— Yours  truly,  H. 


".THE  SPECKLED  BROOK  jTROUT." 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Aug.  9,  on  page  101, 
you  have  an  illustration  of  an  angler  landing  a  trout 
and  passing  the  net  under  the  fish  from  the  head. 
If  I  had  been  in  his  place  I  should  have  passed  the 
rod  into  my  left  hand,  sunk  the  net  behind  the  fish 
with  the  right,  and  let  it  go  tail  first  gently  into  the 
net.  In  presenting  the  net  to  the  head  of  the  fish  it 
is  more  than  likely  that  the  fish  would  see  it,  take 
alarm,  make  a  rush,  and  fix  your  dropper  in  the  net, 
and  there  you  are  I — Yours  faithfully, 

"  AxGLO  Indian." 

P.S. — A  short  time  since  there  was  some  corre- 
spondence in  your  paper  about  mahseer  and  mahseer 
fishing.  One  of  your  correspondents  compared  the 
mahseer  to  a  chub.  It  would  be  instructive  and 
interest  your  readers  if  you  could  give  a  good  illustra- 
tion of  a  mahseer.  It  is  a  very  powerfully  built  fish  and 
a  splendid  fighter,  its  shape  being  much  more  like 
that  of  a  barbel,  and,  if  my  memory  serves  me  rightly, 
has  a  beard  or  appendages  the  same  as  a  barbel.  It  is 
thirty-five  years  since  I  saw  one,  so  I  may  be  mistaken. 

KNOTS  FOR  "HERCULES  PATENT 
WIRE  GIMP." 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  correspondents 
give  me  information  as  to  knots  that  suit  the  "  Her- 
cules Patent  Wire  Gimp."  I  want  to  use  this  for  sea 
fishing  in  place  of  gut.  Trying  Pennell's  "  Half-hitch 
Jam  Knot"  with  his  turn  down  eyed  hooks  (upturn 
shank,  loop  eyed)  I  find  that  the  gimp  breaks  at  the 
knot.  The  gimp  breaks  at  about  two-thirds  of  the 
strain  it  will  stand  when  I  whip  on  the  gimp  without 
any  knot.  For  example,  gimp  that  stands  thirty 
pounds  pull  when  whipped  on  the  hook,  breaks  at 
about  twenty  pounds  when  I  knot  on  the  gimp. 

Also,  I  shall  be  glad  to  know  of  knots  that  can  be 
used  with  this  wire  gimp  in  making  up  tackle,  traces, 
etc.  Must  all  joins,  etc.,  be  done  with  plain  whippings, 
or  can  one  use  knots  ?  Is  this  gimp  suitable  for  bass 
fishing  in  place  of  gut  ? — Yours  truly, 

J.  Holt  Schooling. 


LARGE  ROACH. 

Sir, — I  intended  to  have  sent  a  reply  to  an  inquiry 
from  one  of  your  readers  in  your  paper  a  few  weeks 
back  as  to  authenticated  cases  of  large  roach.  Some 
thirty  years  ago  Mr.  Savage,  an  angler  of  Bedford, 
caught  a  roach  in  the  Ouse,  near  the  town,  which 
weighed  31b.  The  fish  was  "  on  show  "  at  the  Saracen's 
Head  in  that  town,  and  was  seen  by  many  Bedford 
anglers  and  pronounced  "  a  true  roach." 

I  saw  Mr.  Savage,  the  lucky  captor,  a  few  days  after 
the  event,  and  asked  the  old  gentleman  what  he  had 
done  with  the  fish.  He  replied,  "  I  had  it  for  supper, 
and  very  good  it  was." 

I  heard  afterwards  that  a  "  London  gentleman  "  had 
come  down  purposely  to  buy  it  for  £5,  but  he  was  too 
late. 

I  have  seen  and  assisted  to  land  a  good  many  roach 
of  over  21b.  weight  in  the  same  river  in  my  young 
days,  and  they  were  at  that  time  (forty  years  ago)  not 
at  all  uncommon. — Yours  faithfully, 

A.  HOBSON. 


HOW  TO  IMPROVE  TROUT  FEEDING  ;IN 
LOCH  DOON. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  any  of  your  numerous  readers 
give  any  suggestion  as  how  to  improve  trout  feeding 
in  Loch  Doon?  The  loch  is  seven  miles  long  by 
one  and  a  half  miles  wide,  and  G80  feet  above  sea 
level.  Some  parts  of  it  are  deep,  but  the  greater  part 
is  shallow.  The  bottom  is  mostly  sand,  gravel,  and 
big  boulders.  There  are  no  weeds  coming  to  the 
surface,  although  some  of  the  bays  have  grassy 


bottoms.  There  are  no  trees  near  the  loch,  nor  any 
pollution  getting  into  it ;  neither  is  there  any  coarse 
fish  in  it.  From  its  high  elevation  it  is  subject  to 
severe  frost  and  storms.  There  is  plenty  of  ground 
feeding,  such  as  minnows  and  various  aquatic  insects, 
but  the  surface  feeding  is  very  deficient.  Would  it  be 
possible  to  introduce  the  May  Fly,  and  if  so,  would  it 
be  of  any  benefit  ?  Any  information  re  above  will 
oblige. — Yours  truly,  Jas.  Macdonald. 

CAPTURE  OF  PIKE  OP  18LB.  ON  ROACH 
TACKLE. 

"  Fishing  with  a  No.  12  roach  hook  and  a  '  tight 
line,'  an  angler  foul-hooked  by  the  tail  a  pike  of  181b, 
in  Dagenham  Lake,  Essex.  An  exciting  struggle 
ensued,  eventually  ending  in  favour  of  the  angler. 
The  pike  is  being  preserved  for  the  Earlswood 
Angling  Club." 

Sir, — The  above  cutting  from  The  People  of  Aug.  17 
and  several  similar  acooimts  of  the  same  incident 
having  appeared  in  other  papers,  I  made  inquiries  at 
Dagenham  among  the  regular  anglers  frequenting  the 
lake,  and  learned  that  the  fish  was  hooked  as  stated 
and  then  "  ran  "  into  the  bank,  where  it  was  promptly 
netted  and  "  chucked  out." 

Stated  by  some  papers  to  be  forty  inches  in  length 
(and  from  all  accounts  of  anglers  on  the  spot),  in  "  very 
poor  condition,"  the  fish  was  no  doubt  not  responsible 
for  its  actions,  or  it  never  would  have  been  landed  so 
easily. — Yours  truly,  A.  H. 


Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  .\ug.  16 
that  the  capture  |of  an  181b.  jack  on  a  tight  line  is 
recorded  from  Dagenham,  and  in  your  editorial  note 
surprise  is  naturally  expressed  at  the  poor  fight  shown 
—  "he  ought  to  have  smashed  everything."  An 
explanation  of  this  may  possibly  be  that  earlier  in  the 
day  a  green  and  white  jack  float  was  seen  madly  rushing 
about.  The  fish  had  evidently  broken  away  the  day 
or  so  previously.  Isn't  it  possible  that  it  may  have 
been  the  same  fish  exhausted  that  was  fouled  in  the 
tail  ? — Yours  truly,  Ivel. 


PISHINGl^AT  ILFRACOMBE. 

Deab  Sir, — Having  spent  a  fortnight  last  month  at 
Ilfracombe,  I  take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  you  for 
information  as  to  the  fishing,  and  also  Mr.  Bowe  for 
his  letter  in  the  correspondence  columns. 

I  had  a  day  at  the  reservoir,  but  not  being  a 
practised  hand  at  fly-fishing,  which  is  the  only  lure 
allowed,  I  was  not  successful.  The  tickets  are  2s.  6d. 
per  day,  that  was  all  I  was  asked  to  pay  at  the  Town 
Hall.  The  Berrynarbor  water  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Bassett,  of  Watermouth  Castle,  to  whom  I 
applied  for  leave,  but  the  answer  was  that  owing  to 
scarcity  of  fish  this  year  no  permits  were  granted. 
The  sea  fishing  I  found  very  good,  and  the  boatmen 
willing  and  reasonable.  The  best  fish  were  codling 
and  whiting  ;  we  had  two  codling,  4ilb.  and  4Jlb.,  in 
the  boat  within  five  minutes  of  each  other.  Conger 
were  numerous.  The  bass  fishing  is  good  off  Morte 
Point,  about  an  hour's  sail  from  Ilfracombe.  I  saw 
part  of  a  catch  of  these  fish,  which  were  got  by 
whiffing,  average  size  21b.  to  31b. 

Lynmouth  seems  an  ideal  spot  for  an  angling 
holiday.  I  saw  some  good  trout  in  the  pools,  but  did 
not  fish  there. — Yours  truly,  "  Kodak." 


LIGHT  RODS. 
Dear  Sir, — The  discussion  on  light  rods  is  extremely 
interesting.  My  previous  statement  about  the  impossi- 
bility of  getting  good  tackle  in  America  should  have 
been  qualified  by  "  at  reasonable  prices."  One  can 
buy  trout  flies  for  6s.  per  dozen  (that  is,  imported 
Is.  6d.  flies  from  England),  and  I  presume  gut  casts 
can  be  obtained  at  the  same  rate.  If  anybody  can  tell 
me  where  I  can  get  three-yard  casts  for  about  only 
twice  as  much  as  I  pay  for  them  in  England  I  shall 
be  obliged. 

I  should  like  some  of  your  readers  to  try  American 
made  trout  flies  and  give  their  opinions  on  them.  I 
find  that  about  the  first  trout  one  catches  on  them 
loosens  the  silk  binding  at  the  head.  The  points 
frequently  break  off,  and  they  are  tied  on  six-inoh 
lengths  of  about  XVII.  class  inferior  padrone  gut. 

I  presume  that  for  £8  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  Farlow, 
or  any  other  first-class  maker,  would  build  an  8|-foot 
2Joz.  fly  rod,  but  where  would  such  a  rod  be  with 
a  21b.  rainbow  trout  on  in  a  rapid  mountain  river? 
These  excessively  light  rods  may  shine  when  kept_  in 
a  cabinet,  or  used  once  or  twice  a  year  for  catching 
fingerlings,  but  for  trout  over  ^Ib.  I  prefer  a  rather 
more  powerful  if  "  clumsy  "  and  "  heavy "  rod,— 
Yours,  etc.,  R.  L.  M, 

California.   

PRAWN  POTS, 

Deab  Sib, — Can  any  of  your  readers  give  informa- 
tion as  to  make,  size,  etc.,  of  a  very  good  pot  in  use 
some  years  ago  on  the  east  coast.  I  am  given  to 
understand  it  resembled  a  miniature  lobster  pot,  withi 
two  openings.  Any  information  will  be  greatly 
esteemed  by  yours  truly,  Henry  BalIx 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 

obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smitii  and  Son's  RaUway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Keview,  etc. ,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  M-iKSTOy,  Editor  of  the  FISHING  GAZETTE,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 
For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Srltaln 

and  Ireland    lOt.  6d. 

,  Six  Months        ditto  ditto    6t.  id. 

Three  Months    ditto  ditto    2*.  8d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage    12t.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7  7  0 

Half  Page   3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    16  0 

Small  advertisemeuta  it.  per  Inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  Is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  ttoo  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manaqkr,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Charles  II.  and  the  Collar  of  S.  S. 

Places  where  Kings  and  Queens  have  had  "  hard 
times "  will  have  undying  interest  for  ordinary 
mortals.  The  fly-fisher  catching  the  fine  trout  in 
the  brook,  or  rather  mill-dam,  under  Carisbrooke 
Castle,  finds  himself  looking  up  every  now  and 
then  at  the  grand  old  ruin  and  at  the  window  of 
the  bedchamber  which  was  occupied  by  Charles  I. 
when  he  was  imprisoned  there  for  eight  months  as 
a  sort  of  "  paying  guest "  of  Cromwell's.  In  Notes 
and  Queries  for  Aug.  23  will  be  found  some  very 
interesting  historical  notes  on  "  Charles  II.  in 
West  Dorset,"  by  J.  S.  Udal,  F.S.A.  Charles 
spent  three  eventful  days  in  this  district  after  his 
defeat  at  the  battle  of  Worcester  on  Sept.  3,  1651, 
when  Izaak  Walton  was  instrumental  in  saving 
some  of  the  King's  belongings,  including  his 
"  Collar  of  S.  S."  There  has  been  some  doubt  as 
to  what  "  S.  S."  meant  in  this  connection.  Mr.  T. 
H,  Gillespie,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  suggests 
"  with  some  hesitation  "  that  he  takes  it  to  refer 
to  the  Collar  of  the  Holy  Ghost  {Spiritus  Sanctua). 
The  late  Sir  William  Fraser  said  he  had  tried  in 
vain  to  discover  with  certainty  what  CoUar  of  S.  S. 
meant. 


The  Salmon  Fisheries  Report. 
A  Scotch  correspondent  has  some  criticisms  on 
tLe  recent  report.  In  the  first  place  he  wants  to 
know  what  are  the  experiences  of  the  commis- 
sioners individually  on  the  subject  of  salmon  and 
salmon  fisheries.  I  cannot  enlighten  him,  but  of 
course  they  would  never  have  been  appointed  if 
they  had  not,  one  and  all,  had  long,  thorough,  and 
practical  experience  in  the  matter.  If  any  of  them 
had  not  that  qualification  they  ought  not  to  have 
pretended  that  they  had  by  accepting  office.  As 
regards  the  suggestion  of  a  seven-inch  limit  for  all 
talmonidm,  he  says  that  this  would  be  a  mistake, 
and  mentions  one  Scotch  district  where  small 
trout  are  in  such  numbers  that  they  ruin  the 
fishing.    You  can  have  too  much  of  a  good  thing. 


A  New  Self-Adjusting  Rod  Ring. 

Inventors  have  tried  often  to  make  a  rod-ring 
which  will  be  self-adjusting — that  is,  one  you  can 
slip  on  or  clip  on  without  having  to  bind  it  on.  I 
have  never  seen  anything  which  was  simple  and 
satisfactory.  Now  Messrs.  W.  Humphries  &  Sons, 
of  the  Avon  and  Arrow  Fishing  Tackle  Works, 
Studley,  near  Eedditch,  send  me  a  new  patent  rod- 
ring  of  their  invention  called  "  The  Perfect,"  with 
reference  to  which  they  say : — 

"  De.\r  Sir, — We  beg  to  bring  to  your  notice 
our  new  '  Perfect '  rod  ring,  and  to  point  out  a  few 
of  its  advantages. 

"  Being  made  of  hardened  and  tempered  steel  it 
is  practically  indestructible,  and  there  being  no 
binding  on  whatever,  can  be  fixed  in  a  moment  by 
anyone,  and  when  fixed  are  very  firm  and  rigid,  in 
fact,  immovable  by  ordinary  usage  ;  should  they  by 
accident  get  moved  from  their  right  position  they 
can  be  very  easily  put  back  again,  thus  saving  the 
necessity,  under  other  circumstances,  of  sending 
the  rod  to  have  the  rings  rebound.  They  can  also 
be  used  on  telescopic  rods  as  they  are  very  easily 
fixed  and  removed. 

"  The  ring  being  the  same  shape  as  the  well 
known  guard  ring,  prevents  the  possibility  of  the 
line  getting  looped  round  it.  We  enclose  herewith 
a  ring  fixed  so  that  you  may  be  able  to  judge  of  its 
merits,  also  a  card  showing  the  selling  condition. 
They  can  be  purchased  through  all  tackle  dealers, 
or  direct  from  us,  post  free,  sixpence  per  card. 

"  Respectfully  asking  you  to  take  an  early 
opportunity  of  bringing  this  before  the  readers  of 
your  excellent  paper,  we  are,  yours  truly, 

"  W.  Humphries  &  Sons." 

The  set  of  nine  rings  on  a  card  for  sixpence  is 
certainly  cheap  enough,  and  for  cheap  rods  they 
would  answer  all  purposes,  as  they  are  very  strong 
and  a  good  shape.  They  will  not  take  the  place  of 
the  neatly  bound  on  bridge  or  snake  or  other  ring. 
They  are  so  strong  and  easily  fixed  that  I  should 
think  they  would  be  useful  for  other  purposes  as 
well  as  for  fishing  rods,  such  as  in  model  yacht 
building,  kite  making,  etc. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  and  two 
friends  have  had  some  good  sport  in  Norway ;  they 
killed  thirty-three  grilse  and  200  sea-trout  in  a  few 
days  recently. 

Fishing  in  the  Basses-Pyrenees. 

A  correspondent  ■writes  from  Saint-Christau, 
near  Oloron,  in  the  Basses-Pyrenees  : — 

"  This  ancient  thermal  station  (famous  for 
centuries  past  amongst  the  Bernais  and  Basque 
peoples  as  '  the  place  where  the  skin  is  made  new ') 
has  been  thronged  with  visitors  during  July  and 
August.  Now  the  French  and  Spanish  holiday 
season  is  coming  to  a  close  there  is  room  for  Septem- 
ber and  October  guests.  Its  situation  is  beautiful, 
and  there  are  three  well  kept  hotels-— first-class, 
second-class,  and  third-class ;  baths  and  hotels  all 
under  one  proprietorship.  A  cosy  small  casino,  to 
which  only  the  first  and  second  class  visitors  have 
admittance.  Good  tennis  lawns  in  the  large  park, 
and  capital  trout  fishing  in  the  pond  and  the  stream 
belonging  to  the  domain.  Saint-Christau  is  also 
within  a  short  distance  from  the  Oloron  river,  well- 
reputed  for  trout  and  other  fishing. 

"  Eaux-Bonnes,  Eaux-Chaudes,  the  Valley  of 
Ossau,  and  other  popular  resorts  of  the  Basses- 
Pyrenees  are  conveniently  near  Saint-Christau,  as 
is  also  the  Spanish  frontier,  and  the  interesting 
cities  notable  in  Charlemagnic  and  Navarrean 
history. 

"  The  railway  runs  from  Pau  to  Oloron,  thence 
diligence  or  carriage  a  few  miles  to  Saint-Christau." 

The  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society. 

I  regret  to  see  from  the  Blue  Book  of  the  T.A.P.S. 
that  the  great  work  done  by  the  society  is  so  poorly 
supported  by  the  angling  public  interested  in  the 
river.  It  looks  as  if  it  might  become  necessary  to 
empower  the  society  to  make  a  small  charge,  say 
2s.  6d.  a  year,  as  a  licence  for  fishing  in  the  twenty 
miles  of  water  preserved  by  it.  I  am  not  sure  that 
this  could  be  done  without  some  alteration  in  the 
laws  affecting  the  Thames,  but  we  cannot  expect 
that  a  gentleman  like  Mr.  H.  W.  Higgins  will 
always  be  found  willing  to  give  the  great  amount 
of  time  and  work  in  the  interests  of  the  society. 
We  are  exceptionally  fortunate  in  having  Mr. 
Higgins  as  honorary  secretary  and  treasurer,  as  be  I 


is  able  to  bring  a  great  amount  of  most  useful 
influence  to  bear,  but  we  cannot  count  on  his  help 
in  perpetuity,  though  we  hope  he  will  long  continue 
in  his  post,  and  what  the  society  would  do  without 
him  it  is  difficult  to  say.  .Just  to  show  how  the 
financial  shoe  pinches,  last  spawning  season  the 
swans  had  to  be  left  on  the  river  to  save  the 
expense  of  keeping  them  off  the  spawn.  The 
Fishmongers'  Company  alone  of  the  City  Companies 
give  the  society  any  support. 


Extracts  from  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society. 

To  the  Donors  and  Subscribers. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — In  presenting  the 
64th  annual  report,  your  Committee  are  sorry  to 
have  to  repeat  their  regret  that  the  good  work  of 
the  Society  is  not  more  widely  recognised  by  the 
angling  commimity,  for  whom  it  is  chiefly  under- 
taken, a  state  of  things  which  is  depressing  to  those 
who  year  by  year  volimtarily  give  time  as  well  as 
money  to  the  work.  They  have,  however,  the 
satisfaction  of  stating  that  the  condition  of  the 
fishery  continues  good,  and  the  twenty  miles  of 
water  under  the  Society's  care  still  compare  favour- 
ably with  that  of  any  river  in  the  Kingdom  as 
regards  the  sport  it  affords.  Coarse  fish  of  all 
kinds  are  abundant,  and  of  excellent  quality.  Trout 
have  also  been  well  in  evidence,  taking  into  account 
the  exceptionally  adverse  weather  conditions  lately 
prevailing,  and  which  are  the  all  important  factors 
to  successful  angling. 

Riparian  Claims. 

Complaints  have  again  been  made  of  attempts  to 
prevent  fishing  in  portions  of  the  Upper  Thames.  In 
the  case  of  "Palmer  v.  Andrews,"  the  Society  was 
asked  to  assist  in  finding  funds  to  test  Sir  Roger 
Palmer's  claim  to  the  fishery  in  the  Thames  at  Ray 
Mills,  Maidenhead.  After  the  fullest  inquiry  it  was 
decided  that  the  Society  could  not  usefully  intervene, 
and  it  was  further  pointed  out  that  the  portion  of  the 
river  supervised  by  the  Society  was  free  from  all 
private  ownerships,  and  would  in  no  way  be  affected 
by  any  decision  arrived  at.  A  conference  on  the 
subject  was  afterwards  convened  by  the  recently 
formed  Thames  Preservation  League,  at  which,  by 
request  of  the  Committee,  Messrs.  Higgins  and  Price 
attended.  A  sub-committee  was  then  appointed  by 
the  League  to  approach  the  riparian  owners  with  a 
view  to  the  mutual  adjustment  of  difficulties,  and 
Mr.  Arthur  Price  has  kindly  imdertaken  to  represent 
the  Society  thereon. 

Fish  Stocking  and  Nettings. 

Two  nettings  of  importance  have  taken  place  during 
the  past  year.  In  the  first  instance,  the  London  and 
South  Western  Railway  Company  kindly  ofiered  the 
Society  the  privilege  of  netting  a  large  pond  on  their 
property  at  Staines  Station,  which  was  gladly  accepted. 
Under  the  careful  supervision  of  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm  and 
our  own  keepers,  who  were  kindly  and  materially 
assisted  by  the  company's  servants,  an  appreciable 
quantity  of  pike,  perch,  and  other  fish  were  turned 
into  the  river.  Another  netting,  on  a  larger  scale,  was 
carried  out  by  kind  permission  of  the  Lambeth  Water- 
works Company,  who  were  making  alterations  at  East 
Moulsey  Reservoir.  Our  head  keeper,  Eyre,  and 
assistants,  removed  many  thousands  of  good  store  fish 
into  the  main  river  on  that  occasion,  and  more  might 
have  been  obtained  there,  and  also  at  Staines,  had  the 
nature  of  the  bottom  not  prevented  the  proper  working 
of  the  nets. 

Illegal  Fishing,  Night  Fishing,  Unbizeable 
Fish,  etc. 

Some  half-dozen  cases  coming  under  this  head  were 
dealt  with  during  the  summer  season,  but  nearly  all 
being  of  a  very  trivial  nature  no  other  than  a  warning 
notice  was  needful,  the  oSenders  expressing  their 
regret.  In  one  instance,  however,  owing  to  the 
vigilance  of  the  Sunbury  Police,  a  man  was  detected 
using  a  net.  The  Society  promptly  prosecuted,  with 
the  result  that  the  offender  was  convicted,  a  fine  and 
costs  imposed,  and  the  net  confiscated  and  destroyed. 
The  constables  were  afterwards  rewarded  by  the 
Society,  with  the  consent  of  the  Chief  Commissioner 
of  Metropolitan  Police.  Rewards  have  also  been 
given  for  the  capture  of  several  otters,  which  have  of 
late  become  more  numerous  on  the  river. 

Protection  op  Spawn  from  Swans,  Ducks,  etc. 
At  the  beginning  of  March  inquiries  were  instituted 
as  to  the  number  of  swans  then  on  the  river  between 
Staines  Bridge  and  Isleworth  Ferry,  which  was  ascer- 
tained to  be  twenty-six  pairs  (equalling  fifty-two)  and 
twelve  barren  (or  unmated)  ones,  and  some  of  the 
latter  were  down  for  sale  or  removal.  This  being  the 
case,  it  was  thought  undesirable  to  apply  to  have  so 
few  birds  removed,  and  the  Society  was  thus  saved  an 
appreciable  outlay.    The  season  promised  well  for  the 
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spawning  period,  and  this,  notwithstanding  the  un- 
seasonable weather,  has  been  abundantly  verified  in 
the  hatching  out. 

Teout  Stocking. 

The  Society  has  been  appealed  to  to  take  up  the 
question  of  raising  a  special  fund  for  stocking  the 
lower  river  with  trout,  and  the  appeal  has  been 
responded  to  by  the  Society  asking  for  local  com- 
mittees to  be  formed  to  raise  funds  in  the  localities 
concerned.  All  the  money  so  subscribed  will  be 
expended  (without  deduction  of  any  kind)  in  carrying 
out  the  scheme  suggested. 

Funds  op  the  Society. 

Notwithstanding  the  most  strenuous  efforts  to  place 
the  Society  on  a  sound  financial  basis,  it  is  hard,  but 
true,  to  say  that  the  support  of  the  angling  fraternity 
frequenting  the  lower  Thames  falls  notoriously  short 
of  the  requirements  for  a  proper  carrying  out  of  its 
work,  such  as  is  involved  in  the  payment  of  keepers 
and  assistants,  cost  of  nettings,  and  incidental  expenses, 
inseparable  from  the  duties  it  undertakes.  Members 
who  have  subscribed,  it  is  regrettable  to  report,  con- 
tinue to  be  lost  owing  to  death  or  other  causes,  and 
but  for  the  fact  that  all  the  secretarial  and  similar 
work  is  gratuitously  rendered  it  would  be  impossible 
for  the  Society  to  continue  to  preserve  and  protect 
the  river  as  now. 

Appeal  to  Cohpoeation  and  City  Companies. 

Following  suggestions  emanating  from  members  of 
the  Executive,  a  formal  petition  was  sometime  since 
presented  to  the  Court  of  Common  Council,  and 
lengthy  letters,  drafted  by  the  hon.  secretary  and 
signed  by  the  president,  were  addressed  to  each  of  the 
City  Companies,  asking  for  help  in  the  Society's 
voluntary  work,  which  had  done  so  much  to  provide 
healthful  recreation  and  sport  for  many  thousands  of 
London  and  other  anglers,  chiefly  of  the  working 
classes.  The  connection  of  the  Corporation  for  many 
centuries  with  the  guardianship  of  the  river  and  its 
fisheries,  and  particularly  of  that  portion  of  it  which 
the  Society  protects,  led  the  Executive  to  hope  that 
their  appeal  would  be  successful,  but  they  regret  to 
state  that  no  assistance  whatever  has  been  rendered, 
and  only  in  three  instances  was  their  communication 
even  acknowledged.  Deputations  from  the  Society 
also  waited  on  the  Court  of  Common  Council,  and  on 
the  Coal,  Corn,  and  Finance  Committee,  to  whom  the 
matter  was  referred.  The  result  was  the  more  dis- 
appointing as  the  attendances  of  our  representatives 
were  made  at  the  request  of  the  authorities  concerned, 
after  the  fullest  information  had  been  afforded. 

The  Executive  are  pleased,  however,  to  state  that  a 
donation  of  five  guineas  has  been  made  by  the 
Worshipful  Company  of  Fishmongers  to  the  Society's 
funds,  and  as  anglers  they  are  not  without  hope  that 
a  future  application  to  the  Corporation  of  London 
may  be  attended  with  success. 

Thanks  to  Pbesident,  Opficbes,  Executive,  etc. 

Your  Executive  feel  strongly  that  they  cannot  allow 
their  annual  report  to  appear  without  expressing  their 
deep  sense  of  the  obligations  the  Society  is  under  to 
those  upon  whom  the  burden  of  the  year's  work  has 
fallen.  They  would  convey  the  Society's  thanks  to 
their  respected  President  for  the  keen  interest  he  has 
taken  in  its  affairs  and  the  valued  help  he  has  invari- 
ably afforded,  as  well  as  for  his  generous  donation  to 
its  funds.  A  similar  tribute  is  due  to  the  memory  of 
their  late  revered  Chairman,  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J. P., 
whose  loss  they  will  ever  deplore,  and  whose  services 
for  many  years  past  are  elsewhere  referred  to.  Above 
all,  their  heartiest  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  H.  Whitmore 
Higgins,  Hon.  Sec.  and  Hon.  Treasurer,  who  so  freely 
gives  the  Society  his  services,  and  the  benefit  of  his 
experience  and  advice.  Without  such  an  officer  it 
■would  be  quite  impossible  for  the  Society  to  go  on  as 
now,  and  the  least  the  London  anglers  and  angling 
clubs  can  do  by  way  of  recognition  is  to  render  his 
work  less  arduous  and  wearisome  by  giving  the  Society 
increased  support.  They  would  also  thank  Mr.  Irwin 
Cox,  of  the  Field,  for  his  generous  donation  and 
support,  and  the  Fishing  Gazette,  Anglers'  News, 
Sportsman,  Daily  Telegraph,  People,  and  other  papers 
for  their  reports  of  the  Society's  proceedings. 

Signed  for,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Society, 

T.  Ceumplen,  Deputy  Chairman. 

12,  Regent-street, 
Pall-mall,  London,  S.W., 
July,  1902. 

Members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  8,  Haymarket, 
London,  S.W.,  are  hereby  notified  that  the  club  will 
be  closed  from  Momlay,  Sept.  8,  to  Monday, 
Sept.  22  inclusive,  for  the  purpose  of  cleansing,  etc. 

11.  B.  Marston. 


To  FLY  DiiKSSEBS,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready 
rice  'it.  net,  or  post  free  for  2».  Zd.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
ablnet  of  Uevlccs  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Files  for  Ury  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  U.  G.  McClelland, 
"Athenian"  of  the  Hthing  (laitUe.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
Tills  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2«.  2d.  to  Sampson  Ixjw,  Marston  and  Co 
St.  bunstan's  Uouie,  Fetter-lane.  London. 


FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 
By  The  Amateur  Angler. 

The  Isle  of  Wight  is  probably  the  last  place  in 
Great  Britain  to  which  an  angler  on  fishing  bent 
would  be  likely  to  resort.  I  went  there  for  other 
reasons,  but  being  there  I  was  pleased  to  find  on 
inquiry  that  there  is  to  be  had  some  very  good 
trout  fishing  indeed. 

I  was  on  a  visit  to  Piscator  Major  at  Sandown, 
where  he  and  his  family  are  temporarily  residing. 
Mine  was  only  a  week-end  visit.  On  Saturday, 
Aug.  16,  his  Majesty  the  King  reviewed  the  ships 
at  Spithead,  and  expressed  his  extreme  satisfaction 
at  the  appearance  of  the  ships  and  the  ships' 
companies. 

I  had  already  passed  through  and  reviewed  them 
the  day  before,  and  expressed  my  "  extreme  satis- 
faction "  as  the  result.  That  being  so,  it  was  from 
no  unpatriotic  or  disloyal  motive  that  I  abstained 
from  attending  his  Majesty's  Review  on  the  Satur- 
day, as  I  have  said  I  had  already  seen  and  blest 
them. 

I  suppose  it  will  be  within  the  memory  of  a  good 
many  of  your  readers  that  on  July  19  there  appeared 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  a  short  article  entitled 
"  Trout  Fishing  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,"  and  that 
was  really  the  secret  cause  of  my  apparent  dis- 
loyalty. The  Major,  you  may  be  sure,  had  an  eye 
on  this  fishery  when  he  took  apartments  in  breezy, 
bracing  Sandown — bracing  I  mean  for  the  island, 
which  in  the  month  of  August  does  not  generally 
sustain  that  character.  He  had  accordingly  obtained 
further  information  from  the  courteous  and  energetic 
secretary  of  the  Carisbrooke  Fishing  Association,  Mr. 
Percy  Wadham,  who  lives  at  Waltondale,  Newport, 
(the  very  name  of  his  residence  is  a  proof  that  he  is  a 
disciple  of  Izaak  Walton).  We  took  an  early  train 
from  Sandown  on  Saturday  morning,  and  in  due 
time  we  reached  Newport,  where  Mr.  Wadham 
met  and  escorted  us  to  Pond  No.  1.  There  are  five 
mill-ponds,  which  are  fed  by  the  river  Lukely, 
within  the  limits  of  the  club's  fishing  rights.  I 
should  say  that  on  this  occasion  I  am  bound  by  no 
pledge  of  secrecy,  therefore  I  gladly  give  names  and 
place  of  our  day's  outing. 

Before  we  begin  to  fish  it  may  be  as  well  to 
repeat  what,  in  fact,  has  already  been  stated  in 
your  paper,  namely,  that  the  club  is  of  a  high  class 
character,  that  the  number  of  members  is  limited 
to  twenty,  and  the  annual  subscription  ten  guineas. 
The  number  of  trout  to  be  taken  by  one  rod  in  a 
day  is  two  brace.  As  regards  these  rules  I  will 
only  remark  that  it  seems  to  me  that  being 
bound  down  to  two  brace  a  day  is  not  sufficiently 
encouraging.  I  should  have  thought  four  or  five 
brace  a  day  would  have  been  more  tempting  to  bring 
subscribers  up  to  the  full  number.*  I  am  aware 
that  the  expenses  already  incurred,  and  still  being 
continued,  in  scouring  the  lakes,  in  restocking  them, 
and  generally  in  keeping  them  to  the  high  mark 
of  efficiency  which  the  active  secretary  aims  at,  is 
very  great. 

Up  yonder  is  Carisbrooke  Castle,  and  there  is  the 
window  from  which  the  good  but  unhappy  King 
Charles  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  years 
ago  must  often  have  looked  down  upon  the  Lukely 
and  probably  on  our  Pond  No  1.  Truly  the  Lukely 
like  other  brooks  may  sing  as  we  poor  mortals 
cannot — 

Men  may  come  and  men  may  go, 

But  I  go  on  for  ever. 

Pond  No.  1  is  a  very  fine  one,  one-halt  of 
it  surrounded  by  bushes  and  orchards,  in  the  midst 
of  which  it  is  very  difficult  to  cast,  and  here  the 
trout  were  rising  freely.  It  is  full  of  big  trout,  and 
the  day  being  very  bright  with  only  occasional 
breezes  and  the  water  clear  as  crystal,  they  could 
be  seen  sailing  about  in  large  numbers.  It  is 
needless  to  say  the  accomplished  Major  soon 
reached  his  limit  of  two  brace,  beyond  which  it  is 
competent,  of  course,  to  go  on  fishing,  but  there  is 
no  fun  for  either  fisherman  or  fish  to  catch  and  be 
caught  only  to  throw  or  be  thrown  back ;  it  is 
tantalising  to  the  fisherman,  and  unnecessary  tor- 

The  limit  of  two  brace  was  fixed  for  this  season  as 
the  fish  have  not  long  been  put  in.  Mr.  Wadham  tells 
me  that  next  year  the  limit  will  probably  be  four  or 
five  brace,  and  I  am  sure  there  will  be  no  difiioulty  in 
getting  rods.  Last  Tuesday  (Aug.  19),  fishing  with 
Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  new  fly,  I  caught  seven  or  eight  brace 
of  very  pretty  fish  in  about  three  hours  on  a  hot, 
bright  day.  I  think  the  "A.  A.'s"  praise  of  the 
water  is  quite  justi3ed. — R.  B.  M. 


ture  to  the  fish.  I  hooked  several,  but  unfortu- 
nately failed  to  land  one  in  this  pond ;  that  was 
rather  my  misfortune  than  my  fault. 

The  second  pond  adjoins  a  renowned  old  inn, 
"  The  Eight  Bells,"'  a  famous  resort  for  the  island 
excursionists  in  four-horse  coaches.  It  is  really  a 
charming  old  place ;  at  the  back  is  a  large  bowling 
green,  which  abuts  on  the  lake,  and  al  fresco 
luncheons  are  served  under  the  trees  for  the  excur- 
sionists. There  is  also  an  adjoining  handsome 
dining-room  mainly  reserved,  as  I  was  told,  for 
anglers,  and  there  we  lunched.  The  weather  was 
hot  and  sultry,  so  I  lingered  under  the  trees  whilst 
the  Major  in  a  punt  searched  the  lake  from  bottom 
to  top  without,  as  far  as  I  could  see,  getting  a 
single  rise.  One  might  have  supposed  that  like 
the  usual  crowd  of  visitors  to  the  hotel  the  fish 
had  all  gone  off  to  the  Review  at  Spithead.  On  such 
a  day,  bat  for  the  Review,  I  was  told  there  would 
be  eight  or  ten  coach  loads  of  hungry  travellers. 
We  had  the  place  almost  to  ourselves. 

Having  settled  Pond  No.  2  we  started  off  down 
the  river  for  No.  3.  There  I  got  a  brace  of  beauti- 
ful trout  and  lost  a  brace  and  a  half.  The  Major, 
after  catching  a  brace  and  putting  them  back 
regretfully,  gave  it  up  and  looked  on. 

I  began  by  saying  that  the  secretary  is  a 
Waltonian.  I  now  discovered  that  he  combines  in 
his  own  person  the  Waltonian  qualifications  and 
those  of  Gilbert  White ;  he  is  a  scientific  naturalist, 
and  when  he  invited  us  to  tea  at  his  pretty  Walton- 
dale  I  found  it  to  be  a  little  museum  of  natural 
history.  After  the  day's  fatigue,  Mrs.  Wadham 
gave  us  a  delightful  tea  down  under  the  trees  that 
overhang  the  Lukely.  While  this  was  going  on  the 
Major's  nine-year-old  boy  Bob  strolled  a  little  way 
up  the  river,  saw  a  rise,  rushed  back,  seized  his 
father's  rod,  made  a  beautiful  cast  over  the  trout,  a 
big  one  too,  hooked  him,  shouted  for  his  father  to 
bring  the  net,  and  there  was  a  general  skedaddle. 
Bob  held  on,  got  the  fish  up  to  the  bank,  and  lost 
him.  Never  did  I  see  the  usually  calm  Major  more 
excited  or  more  disappointed.  And  so  we  passed  a 
very  pleasant  day,  and  I  will  only  add  about  that 
Carisbrooke  Fishing  Club — I  envy  the  members, 
and  only  wish  I  were  one  of  them,  which,  alas, 
can  never  be,  on  account  of  distance,  old  age,  and 
its  attendant  infirmities. 

We  reached  Newport  Station  in  time  for  the 
7.45  train.  The  station  was  crammed  with  people 
returning  from  the  Review  and  people  going  to  see 
the  Illumination  of  the  Fleet.  In  three-quarters 
of  an  hour  we  got  into  our  train  and  were  off. 
"  Heyho,  grandpa !  "  says  Master  Bob,  "  did  you 
see  that  flash  of  lightning  ?  " 

Thenceforward  till  we  reached  Sandown  the 
whole  island  was  now  and  then  lighted  up  with 
sheet  lightning.  We  congratulated  ourselves  that 
we  were  safe  for  Sandown,  and  in  fact  we  reached 
our  station  all  right.  There  we  found  another 
great  crowd,  and  after  that — the  deluge.  There  we 
were,  within  half  a  mile  of  home,  unable  to  move 
out.  It  was  as  if  a  water  spout  had  burst  over 
that  particular  station  ;  the  rush  of  water  off  the 
roofs  on  to  the  rails  was  like  the  falls  of  Lodore  or 
a  small  Niagara.  The  crowd  was  increased  by  the 
arrival  of  two  more  trains.  "  Just  the  weather  for 
fishermen,"  we  were  told.  "  This  is  just  what  I 
hope  and  trust  His  Majesty  King  Edward  the 
Seventh  will  have,"  said  one.  "  What  d'ye  mean 
by  that  ?  "  cried  several.  "  A  long  rain,"  said  our 
humorist,  and  the  rather  doubtful  joke  was 
received  with  applause.  After  waiting  there  an 
hour  and  a  half,  and  the  rain  steadUy  pouring  and 
not  intending  to  stop,  we  resolved,  all  unprepared 
as  we  were,  to  make  a  dash  through  it,  and  we 
reached  our  home  like  drowned  fishermen  at 
eleven  o'clock. 

While  we  were  fishing  our  eldest  boy,  Ted,  had 
hiked  over  to  Ryde  to  see  the  Review  and  then 
hiked  home  again,  a  ride  of  about  twenty  miles. 
Not  content  with  that  he  started  off  again  at  seven 
o'clock  to  see  the  Fleet  illuminated — the  storm 
came  on  before  the  lighting  up  began.  He  started 
back  at  nine  o'clock,  and  reached  home — not  to  put 
too  fine  a  point  on  it — rather  wet.  The  night  was 
as  dark  as  Erebus,  and  he  came  through  all  that 
downpour  from  which  we  had  sheltered ;  he  seemed 
to  have  enjoyed  the  trip,  only  the  rain  put  his 
lamp  out  twice,  and  his  chief  fear  was  that  a 
policeman  might  be  calmly  doing  his  duty  in  the 
deluge  and  be  down  upon  him — a  very  likely  con- 
tingency 1  It  took  three  days  to  dry  his  clothes. 
Many  scores  of  thousands  who  had  gone  out  clad 
in  the  lightest  summer  clothing  to  witness  that 
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grand  spectacle  from  the  hills  above  and  the  shores 
on  both  sides  must  have  had  like  experience — • 
and  yet  those  who  did  see  it  report  that  the 
illumination  itself  was  vastly  improved  by  the 
blackness  of  darkness  and  the  downpour  of  rain 
in  which  it  was  enveloped.  We  found  a  charming 
supper  awaiting  us,  and  so  amid  the  merry  chatter 
and  laughter  of  our  girls  and  boys  we  placidly 
enjoyed  it  and  thankfully  went  to  bed. 

I  might  have  said,  to  use  the  cockney  expression, 
that  we  had  a  most  enjoyable  day,  only  I  detest  the 
word  enjoyable  in  this  sense ;  it  pretends  to  mean 
what  it  does  not  really  mean — most  pleasant,  or  most 
delightful,  or  even  joyfiil,  would  better  express  my 
meaning.  By  the  way,  there  is  another  detestable 
word  which  I  have  lately  observed  finding  its  way 
into  commonplace  novels,  namely,  alright ;  possibly 
it  may  be  found  in  such  old  writers  as  Chaucer, 
before  our  language  had  assumed  its  present  form, 
though  I  doubt  it,  but  no  good  writer  ever  uses  it 
now,  and  surely  philologically  it  has  no  right  to 
exist ;  one  might  as  well  say  its  alwrong  ! 


THE  MUSEUM  POOL. 


No  deep  and  swirling  pool  of  northern  salmon 
river  is  this,  but  a  broad  and  placid  bend  of  the 
prolific  canal  which  connects  Calais  with  the  quaint 
old  town  of  Guines.  It  has  been  so  named  from 
certain  curious,  half-efiaced  frescoes  adorning  the 
gable-end  of  an  old  farmhouse  facing  the  pool, 
which  a  French  artizan-angler,  with  somewhat 
confused  ideas  as  to  chronology,  attributed  to  "  the 
time  of  Jesus  Christ,  or  when  the  English  held 
Calais,"  though  the  costumes  seem  to  me  to  suggest 
the  rather  more  modem  period  of  Louis  XIV.  The 
picture  is  supposed  to  commemorate  a  duel  which 
took  place  at  a  ball.  The  most  distinct  of  the  life- 
sized  figures  is  that  of  a  fiddler  in  the  left  comer 
in  three-comered  hat,  brown  ttmic,  and  knee- 
breeches,  fiddling  away  merrily;  then  comes  a 
soldierly-looking,  black-moustached  cavalier,  con- 
versing with  a  hoop-skirted  lady  ;  then  two  gentle- 
men in  vigorous  fencing  attitudes,  and  to  the  right 
the  dim  outline  of  a  second  lady,  whose  uplifted 
arm  suggests  either  the  waving  of  a  handkerchief  or 
a  gesture  of  horror  at  the  fray. 

It  is  a  pleasant  and  peaceful  spot  for  the  "  con- 
templative man  "  to  pass  a  warm  summer's  after- 
noon in  pursuit  of  the  roach  and  bream  which 
swarm  in  this  wonderful  little  canal,  but  do  not 
always  respond  with  eagemess  to  his  delicate 
advances.    Aroxmd  are  waving  cornfields  and  rich 
marshy  pastures,  some  of  them  frequented  by  noisy 
and  wary  lapwings  ;  elms  and  other  thick-foliaged 
trees  embellish  the  landscape  of  quiet  beauty  which 
terminates  in  the  far-away  wooded  hills,  softened 
in  warm  blue  haze,  beneath  which  winds  the  little 
trout-stream  which  yielded  us  a  few  beauties  in 
the  May  Fly  time,  but  is  hardly  worth  a  visit 
now.     The  reed-fringed,  flower-spangled  banks, 
honeycombed  with  winding  holes  of  many  brown 
water-voles,  are  plentifully  indented  with  little 
sheltered  hollows  among  the  sedges — ^snug  seats  for 
generations  of  quiet  anglers.    Swallows  flit  gaily 
around,  dispute  midges  and  small  duns  with  the 
gently-rising  bleak,  while  their  young  ones,  tiring 
after  early  flights,  perch  in  rows,  almost  within 
reach  of  rod-tip,  on  the  telegraph  wires  that  fringe 
the  line  of  the  rattling  little  "  toy-train "  that 
brings  us  out  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  the 
"  Ecluse  Carree,"  or  "  Square  Lock  "  Station,  with 
its  convenient  inn  for  a  "  modest  quencher," 
whence  an  easy  ten  minutes'  walk  along  the  golden 
cornfields  brings  us  to  our  quiet  pool.    The  road 
opposite  is  noisy  and  gay  with  country  carts,  town 
cabs  and  carriages,  bicycles  innumerable,  and 
many  noisy  motor-cars,  while  at  almost  hourly 
intervals  comes  the  big  tramcar,  with  its  horn- 
tootling,  blue-bloused  conductor  and  sleek,  bell- 
jingling  horses,  which  bring  the  fisher  from  town 
in  a  little  under  the  hour  if  he  has  not  caught  the 
quicker  train. 

Anglers  thickly  stud  both  banks  daily,  weather 
permitting,  including  merry  family  parties,  making 
a  piscatorial  picnic  of  it,  while  on  Sundays  and 
holidays  they  are  out  in  such  hundreds  that  one 
wonders  how  the  stock  of  fish  can  stand  such 
heavy  toll.  True,  there  are  many  amateurs,  both 
male  and  female,  whose  takes  are  of  the  slenderest ; 
these  be  they  who,  fishing  well  off  the  bottom, 
catch  only  the  tiniest  of  roach  or  the  babiest  of 
bream. 

But  there  are  quiet  old  bands  who,  letting  their 


bait  of  paste  or  wheat  lie  well  on  the  bottom,  and 
ground-baiting  judiciously  with  bread,  hemp-seed 
cake,  bread  and  bran,  or  mixtures  in  huge  clay- 
balls,  which  I  consider  rather  too  coarse  for  a  canal 
with  hardly  any  current,  make  bags  of  101b.  to 
301b.  of  mixed  fish,  which,  though  poor  in  com- 
parison with  doings  on  Norfolk  Broads  or  Midland 
Ouse,  where  takes  of  burly  bream  are  scored  by 
numbers  of  "stones,"  are  surely  "no  that  bad" 
for  a  free  canal  within  easy  distance  of  a  big  factory 
town,  where  something  lilie  half  the  working  popu- 
lation seem  to  be  anglers,  and  so  many  to  be 
perennially  unemployed  as  to  be  always  able  to  go 
a-fishing.  Eoach  and  bream  are  not  the  only  finny 
denizens ;  a  few  fine  tench  have  been  caught  lately. 
We  see  men  with  long  rods  roving  and  live-baiting 
for  pike  and  perch,  others  float  fishing  with  lob- 
worms for  eels,  one  of  which,  2|lb.,  was  recently 
taken  by  the  inevitable  "  boy  with  stick  and  string," 
and  numerous  are  the  furmy  eel-bobbers,  with  their 
short  rods,  huge  floats,  and  great  tassels  of  twisted 
worms  on  worsted. 

Pegged-down  matches  form  occasional  attractions 
to  crowds  of  sympathetic  spectators,  competitors 
being  accompanied  by  brass  bands  to  and  from  the 
scene  of  operations,  which  is  enlivened  by  light 
apparel  of  fair  ladies  and  plenty  of  the  "  tricolour  " 
flag  waving  gently  in  the  summer  breeze. 

As  to  the  size  of  fish,  bream  are  reported  taken 
this  season  up  to  61b.,  though  that  was  an  excep- 
tional specimen,  and  there  are  a  good  many  from 
21b.  to  41b.,  and  as  very  few  of  the  "bream-masters" 
use  reels,  and  most  of  them  fish  with  fine  roach 
tackle,  breakages  are  lamentably  frequent. 

Eoach  run  a  fair  size,  but  not  many  are  caught 
over  lib.,  as  far  as  my  experience  goes.  Pike  are 
generally  small,  and  I  am  sorry  to  see  pikelets  of 
even  \\h.  retained. 

My  boy  of  eleven,  home  for  the  holidays  from 
his  Sussex  school,  delights  in  fishing  the  Museum 
Pool  when  the  fish  condescend  to  bite,  but  it  they 
are  slack  he  is  inclined  to  wander  and  try  for  perch 
near  the  bank  with  a  worm,  or  with  one  of  the 
tiny  elvers  which  can  often  be  procured  by  howking 
out  a  bunch  of  water-weeds. 

He  came  near  beating  me  one  morning 
recently  ;  baiting  with  paste,  and  ground-baiting 
with  bread,  bran,  and  hemp-seed  cake,  bites  coming 
but  seldom,  and  much  botheration  by  floating 
flannel-weed  from  the  brackish  water  below,  he 
got  bream  of  2 Jib.  and  Ijlb.  on  his  No.  12  roach- 
hook,  and  handled  them  very  creditably,  with  one 
or  two  other  decent  fish,  and  his  gross  weight  would 
have  topped  mine  but  for  a  beauty  of  41b.  lOoz., 
which  made  a  remarkable  fight  for  a  bream — 
dashed  straight  for  the  opposite  side,  taking  out 
twenty  yards  of  line  with  one  steady  whirr  of  the 
winch,  and,  after  I  had  put  on  a  gentle  pressure  to 
turn  him  from  the  sedges,  walloped  about  all  over 
the  shop  before  I  could  get  him  quiet  enough  for 
Charlie  to  land  him. 

Another  day  I  had  a  total  of  181b.,  including 
bream  of  31b.,  21b.,  etc.,  and  not  including  the 
creel ;  the  boy  also  doing  well. 

Calais.  Chas.  A.  Payton. 


CLOSE  OF  THE  SCOTCH  NETTING 
SEASON. 


On  Tuesday  (Aug.  26)  some  hundred  odd  netting 
stations  north  of  the  Border  were  closed  down  for 
the  season.  A  few,  including  the  Tweed  system, 
the  Solway,  and  some  minor  west  coast  stations, 
as  also  the  Ythan  and  Ugie  districts,  remain  open 
till  Sept.  1  or  thereabouts,  but  the  salmon  season 
is  practically  over. 

The  season  on  the  whole  has  been,  like  the 
angling  season,  an  erratic  one,  and  till  the  advent 
of  July  was  a  comparative  failure.  Since  then  the 
retums  have  been  most  prolific,  both  in  salmon 
and  grilse,  very  constant,  and  up  to  the  close  very 
satisfactory  to  the  tacksman. 

The  fine  run  of  grilse  and  summer  salmon  has 
saved  the  season  from  wreck.  The  adverse  balance, 
which  was  accumulating  up  till  the  end  of  June, 
has  been  wiped  off,  and  a  favourable  one  created 
on  the  right  side  of  the  ledger. 

Not  for  ten  years  has  there  been  such  a  prolific 
run  of  grilse  on  the  east  coast  streams  and  the 
leading  salmon  fishery  districts  in  the  North. 
From  experiments  in  Sutherlandshire  and  else- 
where it  has  been  abundantly  proved  that  when 
the  nets  are  lifted  during  the  height  of  the  grilse 
season  (that  is,  wben  the  grilse  crop  is  saved)  the 


salmon  supply  for  the  next  few  years  in  succession 
is  always  more  abundant  than  when  they  arc  killed 
right  off  indiscriminately,  and  wherever  and  when- 
ever they  come.  On  the  side  streams  grilse  and 
small  salmon  are  already  as  fairly  plentiful  as  if 
the  autumn  were  well  advanced,  and  this  on 
account  of  the  abundance  of  moisture  with  which 
the  season  has  been  favoured  from  an  angling 
point  of  view. 

The  quality  and  weight  of  the  season's  fish,  both 
with  regard  to  salmon  and  grilse,  have  been  excellent 
all  through.  A  great  many  heavy  fish  have  been 
got  on  the  Tweed,  Tay,  Hpey,  Ness,  and  Moray 
Firth  stations,  and  altogether  the  average  weight 
of  the  season's  produce,  when  the  figures  come  to 
hand,  wUl  be  found  to  be  over  rather  than  imder 
that  of  any  of  the  past  five  years  at  least. 

It  is  said  that  salmon  and  grilse  retain  their 
silvery  colom:  longer  in  a  low  temperature  than  in 
a  high  one.  This  is,  at  least,  the  case  with  fish  in 
fresh -water,  and  although  the  sea  itself  may  not 
be  affected  by  extreme  climatic  changes,  there  is 
no  doubt  the  water-way  of  our  salmon  rivers  in  the 
sea,  and  into  which  the  fish  gather  before  running 
up,  has  its  effect  on  the  colour  and  quality  of  the 
salmon.    G.  M. 

TO  EBIN'S  ISLE. 

{Continued  from  page  133.) 
It  sometimes  happens  that  a  fish  will  rise,  and 
although  you  see  a  boil  in  the  water  that  seems  to 
engulf  your  flies  they  are  not  touched.  It  is  very 
probable  that  the  fish  has  seen  the  boat  and  just 
avoided  touching  the  bait.  I  think  it  may  be 
taken  for  granted  that  if  you  see  your  flies  dis- 
appear you  can  always  tighten  on  the  fish,  and  you 
will  invariably  find  you  have  hooked  him  firmly 
enough.  I  had  almost  forgotten  the  last,  but 
most  important,  item  in  the  dapper's  outfit,  namely, 
the  landing-net.  This  should  be  very  large,  in  fact 
the  ordinary  stock  sizes  are  not  nearly  large 
enough  ;  you  want  it  specially  made,  and  the  at 
least  eight  feet  handle  should  be  in  two  pieces  for 
convenience  in  carriage.  The  reason  for  this  net 
is  twofold.  In  the  first  place,  the  trout  on  Derg 
refuse  to  come  near  enough  to  the  boat  to  net  them 
in  the  ordinary  way  until  the  last  gasp,  and  this 
involves  the  wasting  of  much  valuable  time  when 
the  rise  is  on ;  and  secondly,  the  boatman,  or  at 
any  rate  such  of  them  as  I  have  encountered,  will 
not  put  the  net  in  the  water  and  let  you  guide  the 
fish  into  it,  but  watch  their  chance  of  the  fish  coming 
near  enough  to  the  boat  for  them  to  make  a  lunge 
at  it  with  the  net,  and  I  must  say  they  rarely  miss 
the  fish,  and  you  cannot  afford  to  run  the  risk  of 
having  your  fish  knocked  off  or  your  line  broken  in 
a  futile  effort  to  instruct  the  boatman  how  to  net 
the  fish  according  to  your  own  ideas,  therefore  I 
say  have  a  good  large  net  and  a  long  handle,  and 
you  will  not  regret  it. 

Our  first  day  on  Derg  could  hardly  be  called  a 
good  one,  although  we  got  five  good  fish  from  \\Vo. 
to  31b.  each  and  "  met " — that  is  the  local  expression 
for  rose — three  others.  I  am  sorry  now  that  I  did 
not  keep  an  exact  record  of  our  daily  catches,  but, 
speaking  from  memory,  we  had  two  or  three  days 
on  which  we  did  not  have  a  fish,  and  our  best  day 
we  had  nine  fish,  all  very  good  ones,  but  none  of 
the  giants  we  had  expected  to  encounter  fell  to  our 
share.  Although  we  did  not  spend  anything  like 
so  much  time  on  the  lake  as  the  other  visitors 
staying  in  Killaloe,  we  did  quite  as  well  if  not 
better  than  most  of  them,  if  I  except  one  who  was 
usually  out  very  early,  and  from  what  I  could 
gather  generally  went  some  few  miles  up  the  lake 
away  from  the  usual  haunts.  Altogether  the  dap- 
ping at  the  Killaloe  end  of  Derg  this  season  must 
be  written  down  as  about  the  worst  for  very  many 
years.  I  am  stating  this  with  a  full  consciousness 
of  what  has  already  been  written  respecting  the 
dapping  on  another  portion  of  the  lake,  but  I 
should  have  no  trouble  in  getting  full  and  complete 
corroboration  of  my  statement  from  others,  and 
among  them  one  who  has  fished  Derg  from  Killaloe 
for  over  twenty  years. 

The  character  of  the  lake  is  so  different  from 
Conn  or  Mask,  for  instance,  that  it  would  seem  to 
me,  given  an  equally  prolific  rise  of  Green  Drake 
on  each,  Derg  would  not  be  worth  dapping  in  com- 
parison, for  Conn  and  Mask  axe  simply  indented 
with  bays  that  even  to  the  unpractised  eye  seem  to 
invite  one  to  fish  them ;  but  as  on  Mask,  for  in- 
stance, the  trout  take  the  artificial  fly  well,  casting 
in  the  ordinary  manner,  even  during  the  height  of 
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the  Green  Drake  rise,  he  would  be  a  very  enthusi- 
astic dapper  who  would  prefer  that  method  of 
catching  trout.    There  are  not  any  such  bays  in 
Derg;  there  are  bays,  of  course,  bat  they  are  of 
such  vast  size  that  one  can  scarcely  call  them  bays. 
As  we  leave  the  canal  and  enter  the  lake,  straight 
in  front  can  be  seen  a  white  mark  off  Ballyvalley 
Point,  and  here  the  lake  proper  may  be  said  to 
commence.    Going  along  the  eastern  shore  of  the 
lake  we  soon  come  to  Sparling's  Wall,  and  here  a 
halt  is  usually  called  and  we  land  and  collect 
flies  for  the  day's  fishing.    Proceeding  we  fish  (if 
the  wind  is  in  the  direction  to  admit  of  it)  along 
this  shore,  called  Sparling's  Bay.    Some  distance 
further  up  we  come  to  a  point  of  land  called  Eyan- 
doo  (this  is  phonetically) ,  I  do  not  know  the  native 
way  of  spelling  this.    Still  further  on  and  we  come 
to  the  ruins  of  what  is  known  as  Derry  Castle,  and 
some  distance  higher  up  and  further  out  in  the 
lake  is  a  beacon  known  as  Derry's  Beacon.  This 
generally  marks  the  limit  of  the  fishing  on  the 
eastern  shore,  as  beyond  this  is  mostly  deep  water, 
and  according  to  our  boatman  this  is  all  pike 
water.    Starting  from  Ballyvalley  Point  again  and 
rowing  along  the  western  shore  we  come  to  an 
indentation  which  is  generally  defined  as  "under 
Crag,"  a  mountain  called  locally  Crag  is  abreast  of 
this  place  and  frowning  down  on  us.    As  we  pro- 
ceed the  next  mark  is  Eyannamond  Point,  and 
this  when  the  wind  is  southerly  or  south-west 
forms  a  shelter  for  a  nice  bay  in  which  there  are 
a  good  few  fish.    Above  this  there  is  some  pike 
water,  and  some  two  miles  further  on  a  place 
called  Fish  Ponds,  a  large  bay  intersected  with  a 
few  islands,  and  supposed  to  be  a  very  famous 
place,  but  where,  by  the  way,  we  did  very  little 
good.    After  we  had  had  several  days'  dapping,  and 
it  did  not  seem  to  improve,  in  fact  got  worse,  we 
thought  we  would  try  trolling,  and  so  getting  the 
only  baits  procurable — namely,  some  small  trout — 
we  started  one  evening  to  try  for  a  large  pike. 
There  is  another  well  known  and  much  used  bait 
in  that  district,  the  stone  loach,  known  locally  as 
coUagh,  coUey,  etc.,  but  called  by  the  natives 
killocks.    These  are  much  used  on  the  river  salmon 
fishing.    With  the  trout  and  the  killocks  we  hoped 
to  be  able  to  secure  a  specimen  of  some  kind. 
Accordingly  our  boatman  took  us  to  a  part  of  the 
lake,  under  Crag,  and  the  following  will  show  how 
the  Irish  boatman  is  a  past  master  in  adapting 
himself  to  circumstances.    He  had  not  been  rowing 
long  when  my  friend  had  a  run,  and  it  was  evident 
by  the  pull  on  the  rod  and  the  line  that  ran  off  the 
reel  that  it  was  a  good  fish,  whereupon  our  boat- 
man exclaimed,  "  Faith,  an'  this  is  a  foine  place 
for  big  pike.    Shure,  there's  not  a  better  place  in 
the  whole  lake."    Unfortunately,  the  fish  got  off, 
and  we  had  no  chance  of  ascertaining  his  dimen- 
sions.   Some  time  after  I  had  a  good  pull,  and  on 
hitting  the  fish  I  soon  found  he  meant  to  fight 
before  giving  in,  whereat  more  exclamations  from 
the  boatman  as  to  the  grand  place  it  was  for  pike. 
Alas  for  all  his  predictions,  the  fish  turned  out  to 
be  a  trout,  and  as  soon  as  he  saw  this  he  was  loud 
in  his  protestations  that  not  a  finer  place  was  there 
in  the  lake  for  big  "  throut."    Whether  his  pro- 
phetic utterances  were  only  imfortunate,  or  it  was 
his  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  lake,  or  whether  the  fish 
would  not  feed  we  could  not  tell,  for  we  fished  the 
same  spot  several  evenings  afterwards  but  never 
another  trout  did  we  get,  or  any  pike,  but  instead 
we  got  several  perch,  and  of  course  this  was  the 
signal  for  him  to  change  his  tune  to  fine  perch. 
The  trout  alluded  to  above  was  one  of  the  hand- 
somest fish  for  its  size  I  have  ever  seen.    It  weighed 
just  4ib.,  but  the  markings,  which  consisted  of 
mottlings  like  a  pike,  not  spots  like  the  ordinary 
fa/rio,  were  beautifully  distinct,  and  covered  the 
whole  body  with  the  exception  of  the  very  lowest 
portion  of  the  belly. 

So  ended  our  attempts  to  capture  some  of  the 
leviathans  of  Lough  Derg.  During  our  stay  at 
Killaloe  we  had  an  odd  hour  now  and  again  on  the 
Shannon  fishing  from  the  bank,  but  the  water  for 
the  most  part  was  too  low  for  successful  fishing 
except  for  just  the  last  hour  in  the  evening.  The 
fish  in  the  river  do  not  run  so  large  as  in  the  lake, 
but  they  are  plentiful  enough,  and  at  times  very 
free  risers  ;  but  the  river,  the  portion  of  it  which  is 
free,  gets  flogged  to  death  by  a  regular  army  of 
local  anglers,  men  and  boys,  and  there  is  small 
chance  for  a  quiet  half-hour  such  as  the  true  angler 
loves  to  get.  Although  I  tried  all  sorts  of  flies  on 
the  river,  I  had  for  once  to  admit  that  the  local 
patterns  killed  best,  and  they  seem  to  be  peculiar 


to  this  river.  They  are  known  locally  as  the  Eails, 
and  there  are  several  varieties,  but  the  following 
are,  I  think,  the  best  : — 

Orange  Eail — Tag :  Silver  or  gold  tinsel  flat. 
Body  :  Orange  floss.    HacMe  :  Outside  feather 
from  landrail's  wing.    Wings  :  Landrail. 
Green  Eail — Body :   Pea  green  silk.  Wings, 

hackle,  and  tag  as  above. 
Eed  Eail — As  first,  but  scarlet  silk  for  body. 
Crimson  Eail — As  first,  but  crimson  silk  for  body. 
Silver  Eail — Body  of  flat  silver  tinsel ;  rest  of 

fly  as  above. 
Orange  Grouse — Body  as  Orange  Eail.  HacMe  : 
Grouse.     Wings  :  Grouse,  with  few  sprigs  of 
pheasant  mixed  in. 
Sizes  of  hooks  about  No.  4  new  numbers. 
The  free  water  is  one  half  of  the  weir  pool  from 
the  weir  gates  to  the  bridge  and  about  four  hun- 
dred yards  below  the  bridge  to  opposite  the  Canal 
Company's  Store.    Before  leaving  the  subject  of 
Lough  Derg  I  would  mention  that  in  view  of  the 
sport  we  had  later  on  when  fishing  Lough  Mask, 
using  only  artificial  flies  and  casting  from  a  drifting 
boat  in  the  usual  manner,  and  that  too  when  the 
rise  of  Green  Drake  was  full  on,  it  is  a  matter  of 
regret  that  we  did  not  try  the  same  methods  on 
Derg  when  the  dapping  was  so  bad,  but  we  were 
assured  it  was  useless  trying.    However,  on  our 
return  from  Mask  to  Killaloe,  where  we  intended 
having  a  few  days  at  the  grilse,  we  did  have  an 
afternoon  on  Derg  casting,  but  never  had  a  rise  or 
saw  one ;  but  whether  this  is  sufficient  to  prove 
the  local  assertion  or  not  I  will  not  say,  but  it  seems 
strange  to  me  that  they  should  take  so  well  on 
Mask  and  not  at  all  on  Derg.    True,  the  natural 
conditions  are  totally  different,  and  the  quantity  of 
fish  in  Mask  as  compared  to  Derg  also  vastly 
superior,  but  then  the  trout  are  caught  with  cross- 
lines  on  Derg  every  day  during  the  season  with 
artificial  flies,  and  one  would  think  that  the  angler 
casting  would  get  an  occasional  fish.    Whether  it 
is,  as  some  think,  that  the  trout  only  come  out  of 
the  deep  water  into  the  shallow  during  the  May 
Fly  rise,  or  whether  it  is  the  continual  combing  of 
the  lake  with  the  cross-lines  renders  Derg  worth- 
less as  a  fly  fishing  resort  except  in  the  dapping 
season,  I  will  not  venture  to  say ;  but  this  much  I 
may  state,  that  what  is  obtained  from  the  cross- 
liners  by  way  of  licence  fees  is  surely  a  very  poor 
set-off  against  the  amount  of  custom  that  is  lost  to 
Killaloe  through  this   nefarious    practice.  No 
wonder  the  boatmen  (excepting  the  some  half-dozen 
men  regularly  engaged  in  the  salmon  fishing)  are 
rarely  employed  save  during  the  dapping  season. 

Whilst  at  Killaloe  we  did  not  omit  to  pay 
visit  to  Enright  at  Castleconnell,  the  writer  having 
had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  both  John  and  Micky 
many  times,  :and  here  we  got  such  a  welcome  as 
only  such  warm-hearted  people  know  how  to  extend 
to  visitors.  We  regretted  that  our  arrangements 
prevented  us  taking  up  our  quarters  there  amongst 
them,  but  during  our  few  hours'  stay  we  knew  what 
it  was  to  be  made  as  much  at  home  as  if  we 
belonged  to  the  family. 

Being  anxious  to  have  some  river  fishing  if  pos- 
sible, we  started  one  day  for  the  river  Mulcaire, 
a  tributary  of  the  Shannon,  and  one  of  the  first 
rivers  up  which  the  peal  run  on  their  upward 
journey  from  the   sea.     Arrived  at  Killonan  £ 
short  walk  soon  brought  us  to  the  river,  the  charm 
ing  scenery  surrounding  it  being  enough  to  gladden 
any  angler's  heart.    Here  at  least,  we  thought,  we 
shall  get  that  absolute  quiet  and  peace  combined 
with  sport  that  would  satisfy  the  most  exacting 
Well,  the  first  we  got  in  abxmdance,  and  seldom 
have  I  enjoyed  a  wander  by  the  river's  bank  more 
although  our  efforts  were  not  rewarded  by  any  fish 
We  found  that  at  that  particular  time  of  the  year 
there  were  only  some  small  trout  to  be  got,  or  at 
least  very  few  decent  fish ;  we  were  too  late  for  the 
spring  fishing,  which  is  said  to  be  very  good,  and 
too  early  for  the  peal,  which  about  July  rim  up  in 
great  numbers.    However,  we  thorougibly  enjoyed 
the  wandering   along   and  trying  likely-looking 
places,  especially  after  the  monotony  of  sitting  in 
a  boat  all  day  watching  your  flies  dance  over  the 
crests  of  the  waves  as  we  had  done  so  many  days 
on  Derg,  and  here  and  there  we  saw  a  few  fair 
sized  fish  rising,  but  all  out  of  reach,  though  had 
we  have  had  waders  with  us  we  should  doubtless 
have  been  able  to  account  for  some  of  those  riseis 
It  is  a  charming  river,  and  one  that  I  can  recom- 
mend any  angler  to  go  to,  providing  he  picks  the 
right  time  of  year.  E.  F.  Goodwin, 

{To  be  continued.) 
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(Continued  from  page  101.) 
Fish-ponds  near  Brussels — Great  Carp. 
Mr.  Maltby,  formerly  our  Vice-Consul  at  Brus- 
sels, has  taken  out  of  some  pieces  of  water  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  that  city,  carp  weighing  no  less 
than  331b. ;  and  a  friend  of  mine  was  present  when 
some  twenty  carp  were  taken  from  one  of  them 
which  ran  from  about  201b.  up  to  25lb.  each.  He 
endeavoured  to  bring  five  of  the  largest  alive  to 
England  with  him,  but,  unluckily, from  some  restric- 
tions  on  the  French  line  as  to  the  carriage  of  live 
produce,  he  was  obliged,  after  taking  them  a  con- 
siderable  distance,  to  send  them  back  to  Ostend, 
before  reaching  which  they  died. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Maltby,  who 
appears  to  have  considered  the  subject  of  breeding 
and  rearing  fish  with  a  degree  of  attention  rarely 
bestowed  on  it,  I  am  enabled  to  give  the  mode 
adopted  by  him  in  the  management  of  his  fish, 
together  with  some  other  details  connected  with 
it,  which  cannot,  I  think,  fail  to  be  generally 
interesting. 

The  pieces  of  water  rented  by  him  were  five  in 
number,  namely,  La  Hulpe,  a  lake  about  twenty 
acres  in  extent ;  Boilsfut,  a  lake  of  about  seven 
acres,  five  miles  from  La  Hulpe ;  and  three  others 
of  about  an  acre  each  ;  these  last  being  fed  by 
small  independent  streams  and  springs,  the  water 
from  which  finds  its  way  into  the  larger  one, 
Boilsfut.  In  this  the  fish  increase  rapidly  in 
weight,  and  then:  quality  is  precisely  the  same  as 
that  of  river-fish,  although  it  contains  no  gravel  or 
stones,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  mud  is  con- 
tinually deposited  in  it;  the  numerous  streams 
flowing  into  it,  and  the  great  head  of  water  always 
kept  up  (to  supply  a  large  mill,  which  is  at  work 
below  it  the  whole  year  through),  being  the  probable 
causes  of  their  doing  so  well  there. 

All  these  waters  are,  however,  so  cold  that,  except 
in  favourable  seasons,  the  carp  rarely  breed  in 
them  to  any  extent,  one  year  only,  out  of  about 
every  four,  yielding  a  supply  sufficient  to  maintain, 
unaided,  an  adequate  stock.  To  obviate  this  diffi- 
culty, Mr.  Maltby  purchased  the  stores  of  carp, 
requisite  to  keep  up  his  supply,  when  two  years 
old,  the  weight  of  each  being  then  from  2oz.  to 
4oz.,  and  their  price  thirteen  to  fourteen  francs  a 
himdred.  These  he  put  into  one  of  the  three 
smaller  ponds,  and  allowed  them  to  remain  there 
for  a  year,  by  which  time  they  attained  to  about 
lib.  each.  They  being  then  rather  too  large 
mouthfuls  for  ordinary  sized  jack,  he  transferred 
them  to  one  of  the  larger  pieces  of  water,  either 
La  Hulpe  or  Boilsfut. 

Increase  of  Weight  in  Carp. 
After  having  been  a  year  in  their  new  quartera 
they  were  found  to  have  increased  in  weight  from 
fib.  to  from  2ilb.  to  3pb.  each,  according  to  the 
health  of  the  individual  fish — there  being  in  fact 
no  extraordinary  increase  in  the  weight  of  carp 
until  they  are  three  years  old,  when  they  progress 
rapidly  until  they  attain  that  of  about  61b.  After 
that  they  do  not  appear  to  continue  to  do  so  in  a 
similar  ratio.  Those  of  the  largest  size  mentioned, 
251b.  and  331b.,  he  considers  to  have  been  about 
fifteen  or  twenty  years  old  ;  having,  however,  pur- 
chased  them  when  he  became  tenant  of  the  waters, 
he  is  unable  to  speak  positively  as  to  their  ages. 
He  described  them  as  being  very  handsome,  and 
invaluable  for  breeding  purposes,  though,  for  the 
reason  above  mentioned,  he  was  unable  to  rely 
exclusively  on  them  for  his  stock. 

Although  both  lakes.  La  Hulpe  and  Boilsfut,  are 
fairly  well  supplied  by  springs  and  natural  streams,, 
yet  he  believed  the  qualities  of  the  waters  flowing 
through  them  to  be  different,  the  sources  from 
which  they  are  derived  being  distinct. 

Change  of  Water— Mode  of  Transport. 
With  a  view  therefore  of  promoting  the  growth 
of  his  fish— a  change  of  water  being  in  his  opinion 
the  means  which,  more  than  any  other,  conduce  to 
improve  both  their  size  and  quality — he  every 
other  year  transported  the  smaller  fish  from  Boils- 
fut to  La  Hulpe,  and  vice  versa.  This  he  effected 
by  carting  them  across  in  barrels,  the  proportion 
of  water  to  fish  in  each  being  one-third  water  and 
two-thirds  fish.  In  order  to  ensure  them  a  due 
supply  of  air  during  the  transit,  the  hole  in  the 

*  From  the  volvuae  by  Cornwall  Bimeon, 
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side  of  each  barrel  is  bunged  up  with  a  wisp  of 
straw.  By  the  jolting  of  the  cart  the  fish  are  kept 
in  continual  motion,  and,  while  the  water  is  pre- 
vented from  escaping,  it  becomes,  by  being  shaken 
against  the  straw,  sufficiently  charged  with  external 
air  for  the  purpose  of  respiration.  By  adopting 
this  mode  of  carriage  he  never  lost  five  pounds 
weight  out  of  three  thousand  pounds  transported. 

GeEAT  IjfCREASE  OF  WeIGHT  IN  PiKE. 

The  effect  which  such  a  change  has  upon  pike 
appears  to  be  most  remarkable,  the  increase  in 
their  weight,  after  removal,  being  in  some  cases 
at  the  rate  of  not  less  than  from  eight  to  ten 
pounds  a  year.  For  instance,  Mr.  Maltby  marked 
and  transferred  from  the  large  lake  of  Boilsfut  to 
that  of  La  Hulpe  forty-five  jack,  averaging  one  with 
another  two  pounds  each,  none  of  them  weighing 
more  than  three  pounds.  In  eighteen  months 
from  the  time  when  they  had  been  thus  transferred, 
many  of  these  same  fish  were  caught  by  trolling, 
having  attained  the  weight  of  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  pounds,  being  at  the  extraordinary  rate 
above  mentioned. 

This  increase  in  the  size  of  the  pike  was  so 
sudden  and  imexpected  that  nearly  all  the  smaller 
fish  were  destroyed  by  them  before  any  steps 
could  be  taken  for  their  removal.  It  was,  however, 
then  efiected  by  letting  out  the  water,  when  the 
pike  were  placed  in  one  of  the  smaller  ponds 
above  mentioned.  In  this,  however,  although  it 
contained  a  good  supply  of  white  fish,  they  rather 
lost  than  gained  weight,  probably,  as  Mr.  Maltby 
imagined,  in  consequence  of  there  being  a  smaller 
body  of  water  rimning  tlirough  it,  and  that  colder, 
from  being  nearer  the  source. 

(To  he  continued.) 
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{Continued  from  page  117.) 
CHAPTER  YIl.— continued. 

The  Frog  feeds  upon  insects,  worms,  slags,  and 
the  like,  and  its  manner  of  feeding  is  interesting 
and  peculiar.  The  prey  is  captured  by  the  help  of 
the  tongue,  which  is  a  very  cmious  member,  being, 
imlike  most  tongues,  fixed  in  front  and  free  behind, 
and  capable,  therefore,  of  a  great  reach.  The 
tongue  is  also  covered  with  a  very  sticky  secretion, 
which  enables  it  to  withdraw  every  insect  it  touches 
into  the  mouth. 

Frogs,  though  they  possess  lungs,  have  at  the 
same  time  the  power  of  cutaneous  respiration  : 
that  is,  they  are  able  to  breathe,  as  it  were,  through 
the  skin.  Hence  they  can  live  for  a  considerable 
time  under  water.  This  cutaneous  respiration  is 
also  necessary  to  assist  the  pulmonary  respiration, 
or  respiration  by  means  of  the  lungs,  but  it  cannot 
take  place  unless  the  exterior  of  the  skin  is  moist. 
It  can  readily,  then,  be  seen  how  essential  it  is  that 
the  skin  should  be  continually  moist.  But  as  the 
Frog  cannot  always  have  access  to  water,  it  has 
been  provided  with  a  kind  of  portable  reservou:  which 
contains  pure'and  tasteless  water,  and  by  means  of 
which  the  animal  is  able  to  keep  its  skin,  even  in 
dry  places,  in  the  necessary  state  of  dampness. 
The  Frog  when  captured  will  often  discharge  the 
contents  of  this  reservoir. 

When  the  aquarium -keeper  has  carefully  watched 
the  development  of  the  egg  into  the  tadpole,  and 
the  tadpole  into  the  [perfect  batrachian ;  when  he 
has  noticed  its  curious  tongue  and  its  manner  of 
feeding ;  and  when  he  |has  knowledge  of  its  cuta- 
neous respiration  and  portable  reservoir,  he  will 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  common  and  often 
despised  Frog  is  indeed  a  very  interesting  and 
extraordinary  animal.  The  tanks  in  which  Frogs 
are  kept  should  be  covered. 

Newts  are  very  interesting  and  suitable  animals 
for  the  aquarium.  They  are  handsome,  intelligent, 
easily  tamed,  and  their  presence  in  the  tank  adds 
very  much  to  its  attractiveness.  Their  colours  are 
pleasing  and  variable,  and  their  movements  when 
swimming  are  very  graceful ;  indeed,  as  much  so 
as  those  of  fish.  As  the  animals  go  in  and  out 
among  the  weeds  or  climb  the  rockwork,  or  fight 
with  one  another  over  some  portion  of  food,  one  is 


•  This  ia  an  entirely  now  and  revised  Issue,  with 
many  new  illufltrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
r%shing  GcuetU  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott  Gill. 


reminded,  by  a  slight  stretch  of  imagination,  of 
alligators,  or  even  of  the  "  fabled  dragons." 

There  are  three  species  of  Newts  in  Britain, 
namely : 

(1)  The  Great  Crested  Newt  (Molge  cristata). 

(2)  The  Common  Smooth  Newt  (Molge  vulgaris). 

(3)  The  Palmated  Newt  {Molge  palmata). 

The  first  two  are  common  almost  everywhere, 
while  the  last  is  somewhat  rare. 

The  Great  Newt  is  the  best  adapted  of  them  all 
for  a  lite  in  the  aquarium,  as  it  is  a  lover  of  water 
and  does  not  often  venture  upon  land.  The  males 
of  all  the  Newts  are  distinguished  during  the  spring 
and  early  summer  by  large  crests  which  run  along 
their  backs  and  tails.  The  crest  of  the  Great 
Newt  {Molge  cristata)  (Fig.  80)  is  serrated,  and  is 
divided  at  the  junction  of  the  tail  and  body,  while 


speckled  with  round  black  spots.  The  tail  of  the 
male  is  truncate  and  ends  in  a  filament  about 
three  lines  in  length. 

The  Newts,  comparatively  recently,  have  been 
given  the  generic  title  of  Molge,  a  Greek  word 
meaning  sloiv.  Those  batrachians  seem  to  well 
deserve  this  name,  for  they  are  slow  in  their 
development  and  slow  in  their  movements,  parti- 
cularly while  on  land. 

Newts  may  nearly  always  be  found  in  ponds  and 
ditches.  They  can  easily  be  caught  either  by 
fishing  with  a  worm  or  by  using  a  small  hand-net. 
The  fishing  apparatus  is  very  simple,  and  consists 
of  a  walking-stick,  a  piece  of  thin  string,  and  a 
lively  worm.  One  end  of  the  string  should  be  tied 
round  the  centre  of  the  worm  and  the  other  to  the 


stick.    If  the  water  is  clear  and  a  Newt  can 
seen,  the  bait   should   be  dropped 


be 


Fig.  80.  Male  Gkeat  Newt  (Molge  cristata) 

that  of  the  Smooth  Water  Newt  {Molge  vulgaris) 
is  wavy  at  the  edge  and  continuous  throughout. 
The  females  of  both  are  crestless.  These  crests, 
being  absorbed,  disappear  during  the  autumn  and 
winter,  and  there  is  little  then  to  distinguish  the 
sexes — except,  perhaps,  in  the  case  of  the  Great 
Newt,  for  the  orange  of  the  lower  part  of  the  body 
of  the  male  does  not  extend  to  the  tip  of  the  tail  as 
does  that  of  the  female. 

The  colouring  of  Newts  varies  considerably,  but 
the  following  are  the  approximate  markings  of  the 
different  species  :  the  upper  part  of  the  body  of  the 
male  of  the  Great  Molge  is  a  dark  brown,  with  here 
and  there  darker  spots  ;  the  sides  are  spotted  with 
white,  and  the  sides  of  the  tail  are  white ;  the 
crest  is  almost  black ;  the  female  of  the  Great 
Newt  (Fig.  81)  is  marked  something  similar  to 


Fig.  81.  Female  Great  Newt  (Molge  cristata). 

the  male,  the  upper  part  of  the  body  being  dark 
brown,  the  lower  orange  with  black  spots ;  the 
sides  are  speckled  with  white.  The  Molge  cristata 
is  often  more  than  6in.  in  length,  and  its  body  is 
covered  with  warty  tubercles  :  these  tubercles  are 
supposed  to  be  for  the  purpose  not  only  of  defence, 
as  they  are  capable  of  discharging  bitter  secretions, 
but  also  of  supplying  moisture  to  the  skin  when 
the  animal  is  out  ofithe  reach  of  water. 

The  upper  part  of  the  body  of  the  male  of  the 
Smooth  Newt  {Molge  vulgaris)  is  greenish-brown  ; 
the  sides  are  bluish-white,  speckled  with  black  or 
dark  brown  spots ;  the  imder-part  of  the  body  is 
orange ;  the  edges  of  the  crest  are  red ;  the  whole 


Pig.  82,  Female  Smooth  Newt  (Molgk  vulgaris). 

body  is  more  or  less  covered  with  spots.  The 
female  of  the  Smooth  Newt  (Fig.  82)  is  very 
similar  to  the  male  in  her  markings. 

The  Great  Newt  is  shier  than  the  Smooth  Newt. 

The  Palmated  Smooth  Newt  {Molge  palmata) 
is  smaller  than  the  M.  vulga/ris.  The  fingers  and 
toes  of  the  male,  during  the  breeding  season,  are 
webbed.  The  upper  part  of  the  body  is  of  an 
olive-colour,  ^and  the  upper  part  of  the  head  is  a 
dark  brown.    The  sides  of  the  body  are  light  brown, 


as 

close  to  the  nose  of  the  animal  as 
possible,  and  when  he  has  taken  the 
worm  as  far  as  the  string  by  which  it  is 
tied,  the  batrachian  may  be  gently  lifted 
upon  the  land.  When  the  water  is 
thick  the  fisherman  must  watch  the 
movement  of  the  string.  The  hand-net, 
it  a  Newt  cannot  be  seen,  must  be  passed 
along  the  bottom  of  the  water  and 
among  the  weed  until  the  desired  capture 
is  made.  The  best  time  to  obtain  Newts 
is  during  the  early  part  of  the  spring ;  they  will 
all  then  have  returned  to  the  water,  and  have 
developed  their  most  striking  colours,  and  in  the 
case  of  the  males,  their  crests. 

{To  be  continued,) 


FISH  AND  FISHING  AT  THE 
ST.  LOUIS  WOELD'S  FAIE  IN  1904. 


[I  HAVE  obtained  the  following  advance  informa- 
tion about  this  great  exhibition  for  the  benefit  of 
those  readers  of  the  Fishing  Qaxette  who  may  care 
to  exhibit. — R.  B.  Maeston.] 

By  proclamtion  of  August  20,  1901,  President 
McKinley  invited  the  nations  of  the  world  to  unite 
in  the  International  Exposition  to  be  held  in 
St.  Louis  in  1904  in  commemoration  of  the  purchase 
of  the  Louisiana  Territory  from  France  in  1803. 

The  Exposition  will  be  opened  on  May  1,  1904, 
and  close  November  30  of  the  same  year.  It  is  to 
be  situated  in  Forest  Park,  in  the  western  suburbs 
of  St.  Louis,  and  will  occupy  an  area  of  about 
1200  acres.  The  amount  of  exhibit  space  will  be 
more  than  200  acres,  or  more  than  twice  as  much 
as  at  any  previous  exposition.  The  cost  of  the 
Exposition  will  be  approximately  forty  millions 
of  dollars.*  It  is  intended  to  illustrate  the  resources 
and  industries  of  the  countries  of  the  world,  their 
progress  in  civilisation,  and  to  give  a  retrospective 
view  of  their  development. 

Fish  and  Game. — Owing  to  the  liberal  scale 
upon  which  the  Exposition  is  projected,  this  depart- 
ment will  have  ample  space  and  imexampled 
facilities  for  showing  the  fishing  and  himting 
resources  and  industries  in  a  great  building,  which 
it  will  share  equally  with  Forestry.  Every  effort 
will  be  made  to  display  not  only  resources  and 
industries,  but  also  the  methods  and  appliances 
involved  therein.  The  hearty  co-operation  of  great 
industrial  associations,  as  well  as  individuals 
associated  with  fish  and  game  interests,  assures 
the  success  of  the  plans  now  in  process  of 
execution. 

Those  interested  are  invited  to  exhibit  in  the 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  and  to  forward 
promptly  an  estimate  of  the  space  required. 

Copies  of  the  official  classification,  rules  and 
regulations,  and  application  form  will  be  mailed  on 
request. 

Classification. — Fish  and  game  is  divided  into 
five  groups  and  nineteen  classes.  It  embraces 
essentially  the  same  details  as  were  collected  and 
assembled  in  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition  at 
Chicago,  and  the  Exposition  Universelle  at  Paris 
in  1900. 

It  is  intended  that  collections  of  wild  animals 
shall  form  an  important  part  of  the  hunting  series. 
Fish  food  products  may  be  displayed  when  accom- 
panied by  models  of  fish  curing  or  canning  estab- 
lishments. In  connection  with  this  department, 
provision  will  be  made  for  hunting  and  fishing 
camps,  rifle  ranges,  angling  and  shooting 
tomnaments. 
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EXTRACT    FROM  OFFICIAL 
CLASSIFICATION. 
Group  122. — Fishing  Equipment  and  Products. 

Class  728. — Aquatic  Life.  Scientific  collections 
and  literature.  Specimens  (marine  and  fresh- 
water) fresh,  stuffed,  or  preserved  in  alcohol  or 
otherwise.  Casts,  drawings,  and  representations. 
Aquatic  birds  and  mammals.  Aquatic  plant  life. 
Fishing  grounds. 

Class  729. — Floating  appliances  used  in  fishing. 
Nets,  tackle,  boats,  devices,  and  implements  for 
sea  fishing.  Nets,  traps,  and  appliances  for  fresh- 
water fishing.  Gear  of  every  description.  Fishery 
literature. 

Class  730. — Anglers'  apparel  of  every  description  : 
rods,  reels,  lines,  etc.  History  and  literature  of 
angling. 

Group  123. — -Products  of  Fisheries. 

Class  731. — Fish  curing  and  canning  establish- 
ments. Products  from  fish :  oils,  roes,  isinglass, 
whalebone,  spermaceti,  etc. 

Class  732. — Sea  and  fresh-water  pearls  and  pearl 
shells,  mother-of-pearl,  manufactured ;  sponges, 
corals,  tortoise-shell,  etc. 

Class  733. — Appliances  for  preserving  and  trans- 
l^orting  fish.    Antiseptics  for  preserving  fish. 

Group  124. — Fish  Culture. 

Class  734. — Marine  fish  culture ;  fish,  Crustacea, 
molluscs,  radiates,  etc. 

Class  735. — Fresh-water  fish  culture ;  installation, 
equipment,  and  processes  used  in  pisciculture  :  fish 
ways ;  culture  of  leeches.  Marking  of  introduced 
fish  for  identification. 

Class  736.— Aquariums.  Culture  and  breeding 
grounds.    Food  for  fish. 

Class  737. — Acclimatisation  of  fish ;  diseases  of 
fish ;  chemical  investigation  of  waters  in  their 
relation  to  aquatic  life.  Processes  of  rendering 
polluted  streams  innocuous  to  fish  life. 

Class  738. — History  of  fish  culture  ;  statistics  of 
the  results  of  fish  culture ;  literature. 


Group  122. — Fishing  Equipment  and  Products 
— will  embrace  not  only  existing  forms  of  animal 
life,  but  also  representations  of  the  relations  between 
extinct  forms  and  those  now  living.  The  animal 
forms  will  include  reptiles  such  as  tortoises,  turtles, 
lizards,  and  serpents,  as  well  as  amphibians  like 
frogs,  newts,  and  their  allies.  The  internal  and 
external  parasites  of  animals  will  also  be  shown. 
It  is  intended,  besides,  to  illustrate  plant  and 
animal  life  at  great  depths,  and  to  show  the 
geographical  distribution  and  migrations  of  animals. 

Ancient  fishing  implements  or  their  reproductions 
will  have  a  place  in  this  group.  The  literature  will 
include  fishery  laws  of  different  countries,  copies  of 
treaties  and  charters  and  conventions  dealing  with 
international  fishery  relations.  Special  fisheries, 
marine  and  fresh-water,  will  be  fully  exhibited,  as 
also  fishing  stations  and  their  outfits. 

Group  123. — Products  of  Fisheries — will  be 
associated  with  models  and  representations  of 
appliances  for  drying,  curing,  salting,  smoking, 
canning,  and  cooking.  The  fish  foods  will  appear 
in  this  group  only  when  accompanied  by  such 
models  and  representations.  The  methods  and 
appliances  for  preparing  oils  and  manures  from 
fish  will  also  be  shown  in  this  place.  Here  will  be 
arranged  the  oysters,  clams,  and  other  molluscs, 
the  star-fishes,  sea-urchins,  and  holothurians,  and 
illustrations  of  the  preparation  and  applications  of 
all  parts  and  products  of  aquatic  animals  to  useful 
and  ornamental  purposes.  Models  of  fish  markets 
and  their  equipment  belong  to  this  group. 

Group  124. — Fish  Culture — will  contain  speci- 
mens of  fish  artificially  propagated  or  introduced, 
illustrations  of  the  development  and  growth  of  fish, 
fishery  investigations  of  the  bottom  of  the  sea  and 
lakes,  with  samples  of  animal  and  plant  life,  to- 
gether with  the  apparatus  and  implements  used  in 
such  researches. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  RULES  AND 
REGULATIONS. 

No  charge  will  be  made  for  space  allotted  for 
exhibit*. 

Exhibitors  of  manufactured  articles  must  be  the 
manufacturers  or  producers  thereof. 

For  the  United  States  assignment  of  space  will 
be  to  States,  institutions,  corporations,  or  indi- 
viduals, as  the  case  may  require. 
-  The  system  of  awards  will  be  competitive. 

The  merits  of  exhibits  will  be  determined  by  the 


Jury  of  Awards,  and  will  be  recognised  by  the 
issuance  of  diplomas  of  four  classes :  A  Grand 
Prize,  a  Gold  Medal,  a  Silver  Medal,  and  a  Bronze 
Medal. 

Illustrations. — Photographs  may  be  exhibited  in 
portfolios,  in  wall  frames  or  in  wall  cabinets. 
Photographic  prints  should  be  mounted  on  heavy 
cardboard  28in.  in  height  and  22in.  wide.  For  the 
colour,  court  grey  is  recommended.  Portfolios  of 
photographs  accompanying  exhibits  will  form  a 
very  ei'l'ective  presentation  of  useful  data,  and  will 
also  prove  invaluable  to  the  Jury  of  Awards  when 
passing  upon  the  exhibits  they  illustrate. 

Tarleton  H.  Bean, 
Chief,  Department  Fish  and  Game. 

Approved : 
F.  J.  V.  Skiff, 

Director  of  Exhibits. 

N.B. — The  resident  representative  of  the  Exhi- 
bition in  the  United  Kingdom  is  Mr.  Geo.  F.  Parker, 
Sanctuary  House,  Tothill-street,  Westminster,  S.W. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCBS,  k. 


Beports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thamea. — Qenebad  Eemabks. — The  river  is  in 
splendid  order,  and  good  sport  ought  now  to  be  had  on 
well  baited  swims.  It  has  been  difficult  to  get  fish 
together  during  the  week  by  baiting  on  the  day  of 
fishing,  so  that  very  little  sport  has  been  obtained  from 
this  reason.  On  baited  swims  there  has  been  an 
improvement,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  any  specimen 
fish  being  caught.  When  fishing  from  Tateham's 
Island,  at  Kingston,  Master  C.  Brede  caught  a  dace  of 
9^oz.  This  is  the  largest  dace  caught  in  that  district 
for  two  or  three  years.  Barbel  fishing  at  Teddington 
has  been  poor.  On  Monday  I  did  not  hear  of  a 
single  fish  of  this  kind  being  captured,  though 
one  or  two  were  hooked  and  lost.  Mr.  P.  Sands  had 
four  barbel  at  Thames  Ditton,  but  the  traffic  on  the 
river  has  been  very  heavy  at  times,  and  the  numerous 
launches  have  much  interfered  with  fishing.  By  the 
end  of  next  month,  however,  the  Thames  season  will 
be  nearly  over,  and  anglers  will  then  almost  have  the 
river  to  themselves. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

•  (Iiechlade,  Gloucestershire). — Since  my  last 

report  a  large  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  in 
these  districts,  and  sport  has  in  several  instances  been 
very  good  with  roach,  perch,  chub  and  tench.  Trouting 
items  have  been  quiet  of  late,  but  the  season  which 
closes  on  Sept.  16  has  been  the  best  known  for  years 
on  the  Lechlade  waters :  upwards  of  a  dozen  nice  fish, 
ranging  from  21b.  up  to  31b.,  41b.,  51b.  and  61b.,  have 
been  caught.  Two  of  the  latter  size  have  been  caught 
by  Dr.  Pilkington  and  Mr.  Harte.  Dr.  Reilly  and 
Mr.  SaviU's  fine  catch  of  tench,  weighing  551b. 
(twenty-two  fish),  in  the  Buscot  Lake  waters,  were  a 
very  grand  lot.  Cray  fishers  have  been  doing  well  up 
the  Leach  and  Upper  Coin.  Heavy  rains  have  im- 
proved the  autumn  fishings,  the  water  at  St.  John's 
Lock  being  up  to  high  water  mark. — The  Rambleb. 

  (Kiclimoud). — Since  we  have  had  rain  the 

fishing  has  woke  up  a  bit.  Takes  of  roach,  dace,  and 
bream,  none  of  them  being  taken  bank  fishing.  Also 
two  good  carp,  3Jlb.  and  5Jlb.,  from  the  bank  opposite 
Petersham  Island,  the  largest  one  being  caught  by 
Mr.  S.  Cooper,  of  Richmond  ;  it  is  being  preserved. — 
Gaynor  &  Son. 

Aucholme  District. — The  advent  of  bright  sun- 
shine has  caused  a  little  falling  ofi  in  the  fishing. 
The  water  is  too  clear  at  present,  and  the  fish  can  see 
every  motion  of  the  angler,  line,  and  float.  The  best 
takes  are  made  early  in  the  morning  and  late  in  the 
evening.  Owing  to  the  cleaning  out  of  a  side  stream 
at  Harlem  Hill  the  water  is  not  coming  over  the  weir, 
so  fish  is  off  in  that  place.  Bream,  roach  and  perch 
of  the  usual  size  are  being  taken  at  Brandy  Wharfe, 
Coal  Dyke  End,  and  near  Castlethorpe  Bridge.  Cadney 
Beckfoot  too  is  a  fair  place. — Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeaoh). — Cut  floating 
weeds  are  gone,  but  at  time  of  writing  a  little  duck- 
weed is  troublesome  in  places ;  but  upon  the  whole 
the  river  and  water  is  in  excellent  condition  for  late 
summer  angling.  Large  numbers  of  anglers  have  been 
out  with  fair  results ;  roach,  largest  take  101b.  a  rod, 
no  end  of  smaller  weights  ;  but  at  Upware,  where  the 
water  is  deeper,  larger  fish  are  had,  especially  pike, 
which  are  giving  good  sport  and  are  very  numerous. 
Some  very  big  eels  have  been  taken  with  small  roach 
for  bait.  Silver  bream  up  to  IJlb.  each  ;  a  good  lot 
had.  Perch  are  now  coming  to  the  basket  well ; 
several  had,  when  fished  for  early  mornings,  up  to  lib. 
each.  All  free  water.  All  kinds  of  bait  on  the  spot. — 
John  0.  Georgk,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Coin,  Leach,  and  Upper  Windrush  (East 
QlouceaterBhire).  —  The    Gloucestershire  trout 


streams  are  still  in  good  order  for  the  autumn  fishings. 
Mr.  Basil  Field  has  been  out  on  the  Leach  at  Fyfield 
and  Southrop.  The  hotel  waters  at  Fairford  and 
Bibury  are  now  all  right,  the  weeds  having  been  again 
cut.  Trout  are  still  in  very  good  condition,  and  rise 
freely  in  the  early  morning,  about  noon,  and  in  the 
evening  just  before  sundown.  The  heavy  rains  we 
have  had  has  materially  improved  the  autumn  pros- 
pects. Last  week  Mr.  Burge  grassed  a  trout  that 
weighed  2Jlb.  on  the  "  Bull  "  waters.  River  keepers 
have  been  busy  on  the  jack  throughout  the  Coin,  and 
in  some  cases  almost  to  extermination.  Crayfishers 
have  been  having  good  sport  with  catches  varying 
from  100  up  to  300  and  400,  according  to  the  number 
of  nets.  They  are  still  plentiful  on  the  Upper  Coin, 
the  Leach,  and  Upper  Windrush. — Pan. 

Cuckmere  River  (Sussex).  —  Any  quantity  of 
bream  at  Alfrieston,  at  the  top  of  the  tidal  water,  and 
large  catches  made.  Bream  up  to  21b.  each.  Soma 
say  bream  are  not  worth  eating.  Stew  and  pickle 
them  with  vinegar  to  dissolve  the  small  bones,  and 
season  to  taste. — H. 

Darenth  (Faruingham,  Suttou-at-Hone,  etc.), 
— Since  my  last  report  I  have  taken  three  trout,  two 
with  Red  Quill  and  one  (some  days  ago)  on  a  Coach- 
man. The  fish  are  in  capital  condition  now,  but  very 
shy.  Three  or  four  small  ones  have  been  taken  from 
the  Lion  Water.  The  rain  has  not  affected  the  river, 
which  is  still  very  low  and  as  clear  as  ever. — J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).  —  The  water  has 
fallen,  is  much  discoloured,  and  is  keeping  a  dark 
black  tint,  and  consequently  the  fish  are  not  taking 
well.  Little  has  been  done  above  the  weir  except  on 
the  moor,  where  several  good  takes  have  been 
secured.  The  river  appears  to  abound  with 
truff  and  peal,  they  being  scattered  about  in 
various  parts  of  the  stream.  Mr.  Gaunter  was 
successful  in  landing  a  beautiful  salmon,  weighing 
111b.  on  Tuesday,  Aug.  26.  On  Monday  evening  Mr. 
G.  Garrow  Green  creeled  a  couple  of  nice  trout,  and 
also  three  on  Tuesday.  On  Thursday,  Aug.  21,  Mr.  H. 
T.  Distin  had  a  small  basket,  and  during  the  week 
Messrs.  E.  Distin,  E.  Ackrell,  and  H.  Pull  have  each 
secured  small  catches.  The  Dart  Fishery  Board  had 
a  resolution  on  the  agenda  of  their  last  meeting  to  the 
effect  that  net  licenses  for  salmon  should  end  on 
Feb.  15,  and  it  was  agreed  to. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— All  through  August  there  has 
been'a  good  run  of  herling,  or  "  whiting  "  as  they  are 
locally  called,  and  some  fine  baskets  have  been  made. 
The  river  is  now  very  low,  and  night  fishing  is  the 
most  productive.  Salmon  have  also  been  running  well 
for  about  a  fortnight,  and  are  getting  large.  Two 
were  killed  in  the  Solway  on  Monday  weighing 
331b.  and  381b.  Grilse,  which  was  a  fairly  good  crop, 
are  now  about  done.  Fish  are  showing  in  the  upper 
pools,  and  there  is  a  better  prospect  for  autumn  angling 
than  for  some  years  past.  The  river  nets  go  out  at 
6  a.m.  on  Aug.  30,  and  the  Solway  nets  on  Sept.  9. — 
Silver  Grey. 

£sk  (Whitby). — This  river  has  bean  in  fine 
angling  trim  during  the  week,  all  the  pools  and 
streams  being  well  stocked  with  salmon  and  sea- 
trout,  and  the  condition  of  the  water  all  that  could  be 
desired.  Some  capital  sport  has  been  obtained  by  the 
numerous  anglers  who  have  been  out.  The  catches, 
as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  are  as  follows :  Mr.  J. 
Robinson  six  salmon  weighing  41b.,  41b.,  31b.,  31b.,  81b., 
31b. ;  Miss  Marion  two  salmon  of  111b.  and  12Jlb. ;  Mr. 
R.  Linton  three  of  51b.,  41b.,  and  61b.;  Mr.  Helle- 
well  one  of  61b.;  Mr.  Hay  one  of  41b.; 
Mr.  Gerald,  one  of  51b. ;  Mr.  Stephen  N.  Teverner, 
five  salmon  of  61b.,  4Jlb.,  4^lb.,  41b.,  and  31b. ;  Mr. 
Hampton,  two  salmon  of  6Jlb.  and  3Jlb. ;  Dr.  Brown, 
one  salmon  of  51b. ;  Mrs.  Barker,  two  salmon  of  21b. 
and  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  H.  H.  Bastall,  four  salmon  of  61b.,  41b  , 
51b.,  and  71b. ;  Mr.  Gamble,  one  fresh- water  trout, 
weighing  21b.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  prospects 
are  only  moderate,  the  water  being  rather  low  for  good 
sport. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — As  promised  in  last 
report  I  have  been  to  Burlescombe,  and  from  the 
inquiries  made  there  find  the  mile  reach  between 
Burlescombe  Bridge  and  Whipcot  was  emptied,  and 
the  water  run  off  into  a  culvert  that  connects  with  the 
river  Culm  near  Tiverton  Junction.  Pike  were  in 
evidence  up  to  101b.,  also  a  quantity  of  fine  eels,  roach, 
and  some  perch,  but  owing  to  the  coloured  state  of  the 
water  only  a  portion  of  the  many  fish  were  seen,  and 
it  is  fortunate  that  they  were  not  destroyed  or  captured, 
as  is  so  often  done  under  similar  circumstances,  thanks 
to  the  Great  Western  authorities  who  had  charge  of 
the  operations.  Above  Burlescombe,  at  the  aqueduct, 
several  tench  were  caught  with  rod  and  line,  the  best 
a  fish  of  over  51b.  Mr.  Davey,  of  Tiverton,  has,  in 
addition  to  his  251b.  and  181b,,  caught  four  others, 
51b.,  101b.,  141b.,  and  161b.  respectively,  all  taken  near 
the  railway  viaduct,  Tiverton  end,  this  season ;  and 
other  fish  are  also  in  evidence.  Very  little  has  been 
done  in  the  Exe,  but  in  Exeter  canal  perch,  roach,  and 
eels  have  been  caught,  and  some  carp  hooked  and  lost 
owing  to  the  quantity  of  weeds,  etc.  Prospects  not 
very  promising  for  the  next  few  days,  the  weathet 
being  very  close  and  unsettled. — Red  Palmeb, 
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Fen  District   (South   Lines  and  Ca.mba;.— 

Anglers  on  the  drains  in  the  Cambridgeshire  district 
ore  becoming  more  numerous,  but  it  can  hardly  be 
^aid  as  gcoi  sport  attends  on  their  visit  as  did  in  a 
similar  season  last  year.  Even  the  bream  anglers 
hive  had  reason  to  complain  in  the  famous  waters 
about  the  Outv?ell  Sluice,  but  fairly  good  catches 
have  been  made  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Three 
Holes.  From  various  sources  we  have  moderate 
accounts  of  roach  fishing.  The  best  sport  is 
reported  to  be  from  the  drain  at  Stonea.  Some  nice 
b  iskets  have  been  forthcoming  containing  roach  and 
rudd,  the  latter  running  from  Jib.  to  over  lib.  each. 
Moderately  go3d  sport  has  fallen  to  those  attendant 
on  the  Welland.  Roach  fishing  is  also  reported  to  be 
g.-od  on  the  deep  waters  of  the  Forty-foot,  both  at 
S  vine's  Head  and  Hubbert's  Bridge.  Tench  are  also 
raported  in  this  district. — Limpet. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — In  consequence  of  the 
bright  condition  of  the  water  little  sport,  taken  all 
round,  has  been  met  with,  and  not  much  improve- 
ment may  be  looked  for  until  the  river  has  been 
flashed.  Roach  up  to  IJlb.  are  reported  taken  at 
B-oxbourne,  and  a  few  nice  sized  roach  have  been 
creeled  at  St.  Margaret's,  Rye  House,  and  Ponders 
End.  Pike  have  been  on  the  run  at  St.  Margaret's, 
and  a  good  many  have  had  to  face  the  landing- 
ijet,  but  no  notable  fish  are  recorded  captured.  Bream 
ought  to  feed  now.  The  roach  taken  in  the  tributary 
Stort  have  included  some  good  specimens,  but  baskets 
generally  appear  to  have  been  light.  The  river  is  very 
clear  and  weedy.  Beane  anglers  have  met  with  quiet 
sport  among  dace  and  trout.  The  river  is  sluggish.— 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
noted  trout  and  grayling  streams  are  now  running 
clear  and  a  nice  level  and  in  splendid  order  for  fishing. 
The  flush  of  water  has  done  much  to  improve  the 
prospects  of  fishing,  and  the  grayling  have  been  rising 
we'l  at  the  fly.  The  trout  are  not  moving  so  well,  and 
getting  late  in  the  season,  but  occasionally  some  nice 
ones  are  landed.  A  good  few  anglers  have  been  out, 
and  have  used  August  and  July  Dun,  Red  Ant  and 
Spinner,  Red  Tag,  Whirling  Blue,  Silver  Dun,  Green 
Insect,  Orange  Palmer,  and  Coachman  with  success, 
and  nice  fish  landed.  The  prospects  for  fishing  in  this 
district  is  good.  The  Pinsley  is  in  good  order. — 
GwrNNE. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).- 

Rivers  are  in  capital  order,  clear  and  with  a  good 
volume  of  water.  Fish  are  lising  fairly  well.  Fli«s 
for  use  are  Late  Brown,  Silver  Dun,  Sky  Blue,  Quill 
Gnat,  Red  and  Black  Ants,  July  Gnat,  Red  Spinner, 
Coachman,  Ginger  Moth,  Green  Insect,  and  Red  Tag, 
selected  to  suit  the  day.  Very  few  rods  out  the  past 
week.  So  far  this  week  the  weather  has  been  fine. 
This  (Wednesday)  morning  we  had  dense  fog.  The 
felass,  though  rather  high,  shows  a  slight  inclination 
to  go  down.  Wind  mostly  west.  Grasshopper  fishing 
(sink  and  draw)  may  now  be  tried  with  good  chance  of 
success. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Not  a  great  deal  of  pike 
fishing  has  taken  place  here  yet,  the  weeds  at  present 
acting  as  a  drawback  in  this  respect ;  but  Mr.  Ream 
(Peterborough),  fishing  at  Waternewton,  captured  a 
pike  of  8§lb.  in  very  fine  condition.  He  also  caught  a 
nice  basket  of  roach — about  a  dozen.  A  little  bream 
fi-hing  is  tiking  place,  but  a  few  weeks  later  will  be 
the  best  time.  Mr.  Le  Queux,  who  is  at  Castor,  is 
indulging  in  his  favourite  sport  of  bream  fishing  The 
Wisbech  district  is  being  visited  by  nearly  1000  anglers 
from  Shetlield  to  ply  their  rod  and  line.— E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  river  is  now 
(Wednesday,  Aug.  27)  in  first  rate  order,  being  full  and 
yet  clean.  The  evening  rise,  however,  has  for  the  past 
several  dajs  been  very  poor,  and  no  news  of  any  good 
catch  comes  from  any  part  of  the  river.  Wet-fly 
fishing  might  now  be  tried  and  would  he  likely  to 
succeed.  A  visitor  to  this  place  has  during  the  past 
week  caught  some  fine  bass  (up  to  71b.),  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Otter. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry,  Hunts). — Rain  has  much 
improved  the  water.  On  Tuesday  the  wind  chopped 
about  in  all  directions,  and  quite  spoilt  all  sport 
here;  up  to  then,  however,  we  had  been  doing  very 
well,  Messrs.  Bland  and  Benton  getting  a  very  hand- 
some lot -of  bream  up  to  SJlb.  each,  and  a  dozen  roach 
from  lib.  to  l^lb.,  the  nicest  tray  we  have  seen  here 
this  season.  Several  chub  have  been  taken  with  Red 
Palmers,  but  nothing  among  the  perch  to  speak  of 
yet,  as  they  have  not  been  tried  after  this  week, 
although  several  very  large  ones  are  knocking  about 
close  here,  making  the  fry  "  scoot." — A.  Scard. 

  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — Splendid  chub  taken  on 

fly  by  Dr.  Thelwall,  51b.  4:0z.  Roach  by  Mr.  C. 
Kenwell,  of  London,  lib.  loz.  and  lib.  3oz.  Tench 
a'so  taken  up  to  41b.  Roach  and  bream  seem  like 
coming  on  feed  now.  Good  prospects  for  week-end. 
The  "  Joseph  Noble"  roach  tournament  takes  place 
on  Saturday  next  (Aug.  30) ;  weigh  in  at  club-room  at 
9p.m.--E.  CoLLiNSON, 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  all  in  much  better  con- 
dition than  la&t  week  ;  we  have  bad  some  nice  showers, 
which  have  put  Bome>water  into  the  rivers.    Some  nice 


peal  have  been  taken  in  the  Tavy,  and  the  portion  at 
Virtuous  Lidy  Mine  seems  to  be  the  best  spot  for 
them.  For  those  that  are  strangers  to  this  river  I 
rnay  say  that  all  who  take  out  tickets  have  equal 
lights  on  it,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  reserving  posi- 
tions. Mr.  R.  Caunter  had  a  nice  salmon  in  the  Dart 
on  Aug.  25  about  111b.  weight.— William  Heardeu. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymv 
nech). — With  all  these  rivers  now  in  splendid  condi- 
tion, and  with  most  magnificent  weather  for  angling 
as  well  as  for  the  harvest,  no  one  has  the  least  cause 
for  grumbling  in  any  shape  or  form,  as  sport  of  late 
has  been  really  first  rate,  and  far  above  the  average 
enjoyed  for  some  time  past,  as  all  these  streams 
now  appear  to  be  well  stocked  with  fish,  and 
even  in  the  Vyrnwy,  where  the  trou*;  are  notoriously 
shy,  many  more  trout  have  recently  been  taken  than 
for  some  years  past,  and  all  yet  in  prime  condition. 
Grayling  also  in  this  river  are  at  present  very 
numerous,  and  all  yet  taken  are  in  as  good  condition 
as  can  be  expected  so  early  in  the  season.  The  weather 
now  appears  to  be  quite  settled,  so  there  is  every 
prospect  of  a  continuance  of  the  excellent  sport  now 
had.  The  only  discordant  note  is  a  rumour  that  many 
fish  have,  a  few  days  ago,  been  destroyed  in  one  of 
these  rivers,  and  the  matter  is  now  under  investigation. 
— Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers,    Harbours,    and  Chichester 

Canal. — We  have  summer  at  last,  if  it  only  continues 
— beneficial  to  agriculturists  and  anglers.  Rivers 
generally  are  in  good  order,  but  fish  have  not  fed  well. 
A  few  chub  have  been  taken  from  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Ouse  and  roach  from  the  Barcombe  district. 
Bream  up  to  21b.  have  been  captured  in  the  Cuckmere. 
The  canal  at  Chichester  has  yielded  sport  among  the 
small  fry;  a  few  bream  up  to  2ilb.,  tench  of  IJlb., 
and  fair  sized  roach.  Eels  up  to  2^1b.  have  been 
captured  with  live  bait.— G.  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).-  During  the  past  week  some 
heavy  rain  has  fallen  in  the  night,  and  the  water, 
although  low,  is  very  clear.  The  fly  fishermen  have 
done  very  little ;  I  saw  a  few  small  trout  taken  one 
evening,  but  although  the  rain  has  been  too  much  for 
the  farmer,  the  fisherman  wants  more.  Salmon  and 
peal  are  very  scarce,  the  net  fishermen  say,  and  are 
very  sore  because  they  have  had  notice  that  next  year 
their  drift  nets  will  not  be  permitted,  and  this  will  be 
to  the  rod  fisherman's  benefit.  Sea  fishing  has  not 
been  very  remunerative;  I  heard  of  two  large  101b. 
bass  taken  with  deep  sea  fishing  lines. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigan). — The  river  has  been 
in  grand  order  during  the  past  ten  days  or  so.  Several 
salmon  have  been  caught,  and  good  takes  of  trout 
made  by  minnow  and  fly.  The  recent  heavy  rainfall 
has  made  fishing  prospects  good  for  a  week  or  two. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
now  gone  down  to  a  nice  level  and  has  cleared,  and  is 
running  in  good  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing. 
The  weather  has  changed  for  the  better,  and  it  is  now 
bjautiful  and  fine  and  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out. 
The  late  flush  of  water  has  greatly  improved  the  river, 
and  the  trout  and  gray  ling  are  moving  better.  A  good  few 
anglers  have  been  out  this  week  and  have  used  Red 
Tag,  Green  Insect,  Red  Ant,  Whirling  Blue,  Silver 
Dun,  August  and  July  Dun,  Coachman,  Red  Spinner, 
and  Orange  Palmer,  and  sport  has  been  good.  Bottom 
fishers  have  been  using  worm  and  wasp  grub  with 
success,  and  the  latter  bait  has  accounted  for 
some  good  fish.  Pike  have  begun  to  feed 
and  are  sporting  in  the  water  under  Whitclifie, 
whore  sport  can  be  had  with  live  bait.  On  Aug.  23 
some  nice  perch  and  dace  were  taken  with  worm.  On 
Aug.  25,  below  Ludlow,  a  nice  basket  of  grayling  was 
landed  with  the  fly.  Fishing  on  Aug.  2G  and  27  with 
fly  some  very  good  sized  trout  and  grayling  were 
landed.  The  prospects  for  sport  at  present  are  good. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Cluu,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear 
and  in  good  order,  and  sport  has  been  better  on  them 
of  late. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Teubury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 

gone  down  and  cleared  nicely,  and  is  running  in 
capital  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  taken  up 
beautiful  and  fine,  with  cold  nights  and  foggy 
mornings,  which  is  the  delight  of  grayling  fisher- 
men. The  late  rain  has  greatly  improved  the 
state  of  the  water,  and  the  fish  have  been  well  on  the 
feed  and  rising  freely.  A  fair  number  of  rods  have 
been  out,  and  some  nice  lots  of  fish  taken  with  the  fly 
and  the  prospects  for  sport  are  now  good  in  this  part, 
which  is  one  of  the  finest  grayling  fishing  districts  in 
the  country. — Worcester. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge). — The 
trout  season  closes  here  on  Sept.  1 ;  several  good 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  caught  lately  with  the  fly  in 
the  evening.  The  largest  trout  this  season  I  think 
was  caught  by  Mr.  T.  Powell,  "  The  Castle,"  3Jlb.  We 
have  no  salmon  here  yet,  having  not  had  a  good  flood 
since  the  beginning  of  the  season.    Salmon  season 

closes  Nov.  1. — PONTSENNY. 

Welland  (Market  Deeping).  —  Pike  fishing  has 
been  indulged  in  largely  here,  and  capital  results 
have  been  obtained.  Mr.  Thorpe  has  landed  one  of 
91b. ;  Mr.  Sharpe  two,  91b.  and  61b.  respectively  ;  and 
Mr.  W.  Fisher  captured  eight,  weighing  about  41b. 


each.    Some  good  baskets  of  roach  and  dace,  of  fine 
size,  have  also  been  made  by  Mr.  Stroud. — E.  A,  S. 
Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 

Gold  nights  and  mornings  are  having  their  effect  on 
angling  on  the  Witham.  Fish  have  been  in  abundance, 
especially  bream,  but  sport  has  been  limited.  Plenty 
have  been  seen  at  Anton  Gowts  and  the  Mile  House, 
near  Boston,  but  anglers  have  found  their  takes 
only  limited  when  they  had  got  their  boats  into  the 
middle  of  a  shoal.  In  some  instances  not  a  bream 
was  caught.  Bream  fishing  appears  to  be  very  bad 
this  summer,  but  it  is  all  the  result  of  the  weather. 
Roaching  with  creed  wheat  is  not  so  good  as  it  ought 
to  he,  probably  from  the  same  reason.  Some  good 
lots,  however,  have  been  taken  about  Langrick,  and 
similar  success  has  attended  those  at  Stixwold  aud 
Tattershall.  A  few  tench  have  come  to  hand  and 
perch  have  been  met  with  at  Anton  Gowts.  Some  of 
these  have  reached  21b.  each.  Some  scores  of  matches 
have  been  fished  on  the  drains  about  Boston,  but  the 
results  have  been  lamentably  below  the  average. 
Tench  have  afforded  some  sport,  and  among  others  a 
brace  scaling  Gib.  loz.  is  reported  from  Mount  Pleasant. 
Bream  fishing  is  pretty  good  at  Old  Leake.  Tench 
and  perch  have  also  been  captured  at  other  points. — 
Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
have  been  in  good  order  for  fishing  during  the  week, 
and  some  very  nice  fish  have  been  taken  from  bath 
streams.  As  the  Wye  cleared  from  the  recent  heavy 
rains,  those  gentlemen  who  fished  this  river  succeeded 
in  obtaining  creels  ranging  from  two  to  five  and  six 
brace  per  rod.  The  Derwent,  too,  has  afiorded  very 
good  sport.  The  Chatsworth  fishery  has  been  well 
patronised,  and  those  members  who  have  availed 
themselves  of  this  nice  woodland  water  have 
secured  baskets  of  trout  and  grayling  up  to  six 
and  seven  brace.  The  Darleydale  Club  water 
has  yielded  the  best  basket  of  fish,  a  gentleman, 
fishing  below  Darley  Bridge,  on  Thursday  (Aug.  21), 
landing  ten  and  a  half  brace.  From  the  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association's  water,  a  few  nice  fish 
have  been  taken  with  minnow  and  bottom  fishing. 
Mf.  D.  P.  Pearson,  several  nice  fish  ;  Mr.  J.  Henstock, 
one  trout  with  minnow,  weight  lib.  The  prospect  is 
very  good  now  as  the  water  is  a  nice  woodland  colour 
yet  and  not  too  high.  Useful  flies :  Red  Quill,  Red 
Ant,  Olive  Dun,  Golden  Dun,  Throstle  Wing,  Cooper's 
Fancy,  and  Black  Gnat. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorks). — When  at  Hawes  on  Monday  I  found  the 
the  grayling  bad  to  catch,  and  my  experience  is  that 
they  up  to  now  lise  better  lower  down  the  Yore.  Up 
to  now,  Bades,  jua  ,  a  chip  of  the  old  block,  had  half- 
a-dozen,  but  they  ran  small.  "Jim"  was  at  Bain- 
bridge,  and  caught  eleven  fish,  chiefly  trout ;  he,  like 
me,  complained  of  the  fish  coming  short.  The  Stock- 
ton Angling  Club  had  a  big  muster  at  their  annual 
outing  at  Cover  Bridge  last  Thursday ;  the  eighty-five 
anglers  had  a  flooded  river  to  contend  with,  and  takes 
were  light.  Some  of  the  members  stayed  over  the 
match  and  had  good  sport,  notably  Mr.  Morton,  who 
filled  his  creel  with  trout  and  grayling  on  both  Friday 
(Aug.  22)  and  Saturday  (Aug.  23).  Since  then  Hy. 
Cayler,  H.  Collinson,  and  others  have  had  good 
sport.  The  best  flies  are  Poult  Bloa,  Claret  Dan, 
Brown  Owl,  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  and  Red  Palmer  ; 
the  latter  in  a  clear  water  is  very  killing  at  this  time 
of  year.  Roach  are  not  feeding  at  all  freely  yet,  but 
some  good  perch  and  a  few  pike  have  been  caught  by 
live  baiting.  A  number  of  anglers  have  done  well  in 
the  Swale  at  Moreton  Bridge,  Skipton,  and  other 
favourite  resorts,  but  the  Thornaby  Angling  Club  met 
with  poor  sport  at  Ainderby.  The  Wharfe  is  now 
running  in  fair  volume,  the  rains  having  freshened 
the  streams  in  the  Kilnsey,  Grassington,  and  Burnsall 
districts ;  the  water  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
week  has  been  "lingy,"  therefore  sport  has  varied. 
One  or  two  baskets  of  a  fair  number  of  trout  and  gray- 
ling have  been  caught  with  the  fly ;  the  grayling,  however, 
rise  short.  The  most  killing  patterns  have  been  Poult 
Bloa  with  rusty  body.  Snipe  Bloa,  Brown  Owl,  Cinna- 
mon, and  August  Brown.  Sport  on  the  Ilkley  and 
Otley  lengths  has  only  been  of  a  meagre  character. 
The  lower  reaches  have  been  patronised  by  a  number 
of  bottom  fishermen,  and  at  Wetherby,  Boston  Spa, 
and  Newton  Kyme  some  very  fair  baskets  of  grayling, 
dace,  and  roach  have  been  caught.  Messrs.  Rippon, 
Grimshaw,  Byron,  Atkins,  Martin,  and  Rothery 
have  met  with  good  sport.  Sport  on  the  Nidd 
has  not  been  very  encouraging  ;  the  water  has  been 
slightly  coloured  during  the  week.  The  Derwent  has 
been  visited  by  a  number  of  rods  in  the  Yeddingham 
and  Schoolhouse  Hill  district ;  sport  has  been  good 
on  the  whole.  The  roach  and  dace  are  feeding  well 
at  present,  and  one  or  two  heavy  baskets  have  been 
got.  During  the  week  several  anglers  hailing  from 
York  and  Leeds  have  been  paying  a  visit  to  the  Mai  ton 
and  Castle  Howard  districts.  At  Malton  on  Saturday, 
(Aug.  23)  Mr.  Wright  had  some  splendid  sport  amongsc 
the  roach  and  dace ;  the  best  killing  baits  have  been 
the  maggot  and  wasp  grub.  At  Kirkham  and  Castle 
Howard  good  sport  may  be  looked  for  amongst  the 
roach,  dace,  chub  and  pike  at  the  end  of  the  week,  as 


152 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


August  30,  1902 


the  water  will  then  have  run  down  to  its  normal  level. 
To-day  (Aug.  30)  the  thirteenth  annual  fishing  match 
promoted  by  the  Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated 
Society  of  Anglers  vrill  be  fished  on  the  river  Derwent 
at  Bubwith.  It  is  estimated  about  530  will  compete 
for  the  various  prizes.  I  sincerely  hope  the  day  will 
be  fine  and  the  water  favourable.  The  annual  match 
of  the  Tadcaster  Angling  Association  was  held  at  home 
on  Saturday  last  on  their  own  waters ;  sixty-five 
competed,  the  water  being  only  in  moderate  condition 
and  sport  poor.  W.  Waites  took  first  pri/,e  and  silver 
cup,  2!b.  12oz. ;  second  piize  fell  to  W.  Spiok, 
21b.  6foz. ;  third,  H.  Fallon,  21b.  4ioz  ;  the  other 
chief  winners  being  Messrs.  Aldous,  Fallon,  Lons- 
dale, Lazenby,  Constantino,  Smith,  and  J.  E.  Tindall. 
The  Yorkshire  Herald  had  their  third  match  of  the 
season  in  the  Derwent  at  Wheldrake  on  Aug.  23. 
There  was  "  fresh  "  in  the  river  and  a  big  tide  running. 
The  result  placed  the  prize  winners  as  follows  : — W. 
Wyrill,  J.  Mennell,  E.  Foote,  B.  Taylor,  J.  Procter, 
T.  Mason,  J.  Watkinson,  F.  Seal,  R.  Oglesby,  J.  John- 
son, J.  Robson,  W.  :J.  Davidson,  W.  A.  Knowles,  G. 
Knowles,  W.  Sttmbridge,  .7.  Wyrill,  A.  Wjrill,  D. 
Osborne,  P.  Lowley,  A.  A.  Hodson.  Special  for  largest 
eel,  W.  Wyrill  ;  special  for  largest  fish,  E.  Taylor. — 
John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Angltrs'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.  — The  sport  on  both 
rivers  has  improved  since  the  recent  rains  and  good 
baskets  have  been  the  rule.  In  Langho'm  water  Mr. 
J.  Ross  killed  three  sea-trout  and  four  berling, 
Messrs.  Welch  and  Foster  had  nine  herling,  two  sea- 
trout  and  some  yellow  trout  in  Liddle;  Mr.  James 
Soott  creeled  fourteen  herling;  Mr.  J.  Morrison  six; 
Mr.  Walter  F.  Scott,  Ashley  Bank,  caught  throe  sea- 
trout  and  twenty  herling.  Mr.  T.  Beattie  and  Ssrgt. 
Bell  had  each  a  sea-trout  at  Kingpool ;  Mr.  Thomas 
Morrison,  two  sea- trout  weighing  2lb.  each  in  Lang- 
holm water ;  Master  D.  Anderson  had  three  herling 
and  Mr.  A.  Thompson  caught  two  sea-trout  in  the 
same  water.  Fishing  in  the  Liddle  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Champreys  had  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout  and  her- 
ling. Good  sport  is  being  had  in  the  middle  reaches  of  the 
Esk,  Mr.  S.  McKune,  jun.,  Gilnockie,  fairly  filled  his 
creel  with  sea-trout,  herling,  and  yellow  trout.  Mr. 
J.  Armstrong,  Canonbie,  had  twenty-nine  berling  at 
a  fishing ;  Mr.  A.  Bell,  Rowanburn,  caught  fourteen 
herling  and  twenty  yellow  trout  in  the  same  water. 
Fair  sport  is  being  got  in  the  Buccleuch  and  Netherby 
preserved  section  of  the  Esk.  Mr.  Robinson,  London, 
had  fourteen  herling  and  some  sea-trout  at  the  Boxes 
pool  in  Mr.  Wm.  Belt's  water  ;  Mr.  Nichol  caught  seven 
sea-trout  and  close  on  forty  herling  below  bridge.  Mr. 
Colville,  Woodslee,  in  four  days'  fishing  in  the  Willow 
and  Cauldron  pools,  killed  six  sea-trout  and  sixtj  -four 
herling,  while  in  the  reserved  water  of  the  Netherby 
section  Mr.  Jackson  killed  sixty  herling.  Mr.  T. 
Robertson  had  one  sea-trout  and  twenty  herling  at 
one  fishing,  and  at  another  fishing  with  minnow, 
caught  three  sea-trout  and  fifceen  herling,  while  at  a 
third  fishing  he  had  a  basket  of  twenty-five  herling 
and  a  considerable  number  of  yellow  trout  and  two  sea- 
trout.  In  the  Canonbie  waters,  Dr.  Anderson  during  the 
week  caught  five  herling  and  tliree  sea-trout ;  Mr.  James 
Armstrong  creeled  261b.  of  herling  on  Saturday. 
Amongst  other  angltrs  on  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's 
reserved  waters,  Lady  C.  Soott  and  Lady  Fitzgerald 
had  good  baskets  of  sea-trout  and  herling.  Fishing 
in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle  some  good  baskets 
were  taken  on  Saturday ;  Mr.  J,  Crozier  had  eight 
herling ;  Mr.  R.  Grozier,  seven  ;  Mr.  Arthur  Little, 
six ;  and  Messrs.  W.  and  J.  Armstrong,  six  each ; 
while  Mr.  Adam  Scott  caught  half-a-dozen  herling  and 
Mr.  J.  Johnstone  had  creels  of  herling  and  brown  trout. 
At  a  fishing  in  the  Esk,  Mr.  Edgar,  Rowanburn,  had 
191b.  of  herling  in  the  mid-reaches  ;  Mr.  David  Little, 
in  one  day's  fishing,  had  twenty-five  herling  and  four 
sea-trout ;  Mr.  David  Murray  creeled  eighteen  herling 
and  three  sea-trout  in  a  day's  fishing;  Mr.  Jno. 
Armstrong  121b.  of  sea-trout  and  herling  at  a  fishing, 
and  Mr.  Jas.  Steel,  of  Bowholm,  creeled  191b.  of 
herling.  In  Langholm  water,  on  Saturday  (Aug.  2.3), 
Mr.  A.  Thompson  had  four  sea-trout  and  half-a- 
dozen  herling,  while  Mr.  A.  McMillan  had  three 
sea-trout  and  six  herling.  In  the  Solway  more 
grilse  are  running.  All  netting  for  salmon  and  fish  of 
the  salmon  kind  will  close  in  three  weeks  on  the 
Solway.  During  the  week  a  number  of  fine  salmon 
was  taken  in  the  poke  nets.  In  Langholm  water, 
Mr.  J.  Morrison  had  two  sca-trout  and  nine  herling 
in  the  Esk,  and  while  fishing  in  the  Liddle  water  he 
caught  forty  herling  and  one  sea- trout,  and  at  a 
Bubseriuent  fishing  on  Saturday  did  well  in  sea-trout, 
herling,  and  yellow  trout,  and  again  on  Monday 
twenty  herling  and  two  sea-trout.  In  the  Liddle 
Mr.  McCormack  had  two  sea-trout,  and  Mr.  Norman 
two  sea-trout  and  some  herling.  Mr.  Douglas,  of  the 
Efkdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  wires  mc  to  the  effect  that 
Mr.  Foster  had  two  sea-trout,  5Jlb.,  at  the  Skipper's 
Pool  just  below  Lan,';holm. — Gilnockie. 

Deveron. — This  river  continues  in  fair  condition 
for  angling,  but  although  the  pools  are  well  stocked 


with  fish,  grilse  and  sea-trout  especially,  sport  did  not 
show  the  improvement  anticipated.  With  favourable 
weather,  however,  and  now  that  the  nets  are  ofT  the 
river  and  coast,  anglers  should  meet  with  success. 
On  the  Netherdale  section,  on  Aug.  IG,  there 
was  landed  a  salmon  of  81b.,  and  on  Aug.  19 
another  of  161b.  On  the  Beldorney  section,  on 
Aug.  20,  Mr.  P.  C.  Wood  had  a  nice  salmon  of 
121b.  The  net  fishings  on  the  river  and  along  the 
coast  closed  for  a  season  on  Tuesday.  On  the  river 
there  was  a  very  backward  commencement,  the  ice 
interfering  with  the  operations,  and  during  the 
month  of  February  only  a  few  salmon  were  killed. 
With  March  the  fishings  improved.  The  river  was 
in  excellent  condition,  and  a  number  of  good 
fish  were  got,  particularly  in  the  pools  below  the 
Bridge  of  Alvah.  The  fishing  was  well  maintained 
until  the  close,  more  especially  in  the  months  of  June, 
July,  and  August.  Grilse  appeared  in  the  river  on 
May  7,  and  were  plentiful  during  the  whole  of  the 
season.  In  the  month  of  July  the  river  was  in  fine 
flood,  and  grilse  ascended  in  large  numbers.  More 
were  taken  in  that  month  by  the  sweep  nets  than  in 
the  same  month  for  any  year  since  1895.  Both 
salmon  and  grilse  have  been  unequalled  for  size  and 
quality  for  many  years.  The  weight  for  salmon 
ranged  from  121b.  to  4.31b.,  and  for  grilse  the  average 
weight  was  81b. ;  the  takes  of  sea-trout  by  the  nets  in 
the  river  have  also  been  phenomenal  this  season,  and 
during  last  month  there  was  an  extraordinary  run  up 
the  river.  Last  year  the  grilse  fishing  over  the  whole 
district  was  attended  with  most  disappointing  results, 
the  fish  being  of  small  size  and  poor  quality.  The  net 
fishing  along  the  coast  has  been  prosecuted  with  con- 
siderable difficulty.  The  weather  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  season  has  been  very  changeable,  gales 
of  wind  being  frequent  from  an  easterly  direction, 
bringing  in  heavy  seas,  which  on  several  occasions 
wrecked  the  bag  nets,  and  for  whole  weeks  the  nets 
were  useless.  At  several  of  the  stations  the  yield  was 
about  the  average,  but  at  others  it  was  below.  During 
the  month  of  August  heavy  takes  were  got  at  most  of 
the  stations,  and  for  the  last  week  of  the  fishing  no 
fewer  than  thirty  large  boxes  were  consigned  to  the 
English  markets. — H.  W. 

Deveron  (Banffsliire).  —  Notwithstanding  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  river  fairly  good  sport  continues 
to  be  got  on  Mr.  Porter's  fishings.  On  the  Cornie- 
haugh  water  Lady  Bridge,  on  Aug.  22,  killed  one 
salmon  of  171b. ;  on  23rd,  one  salmon,  131b.,  and  Miss 
R.  Bridge  a  grilse  of  5Jlb.  The  keeper  also  had  a 
couple  of  salmon,  5^1b.  and  7§lb.  Miss  H.  Bryant, 
fishing  the  Marnoch  Lodge  section,  grassed  two  salmon, 
scaling  71b.  and  181b.  respectively.  The  pools  are  well 
stocked  with  fish,  and  with  favourable  conditions  good 
sport  may  be  looked  for. — Reteop. 

Loch  Assynt  (Iuclinadam.ph  Hotel,  Suther- 
land).— Fishing  from  the  above  waters  the  following 
catches  have  been  had  : — Professor  Purdie — Aug.  18 
(eighteen  trout,  71b.)  ;  19th  (seventeen  trout,  61b.). 
Dr.  Drysdale — 18th  (seven  trout,  3Jlb.).  Mr.  Harmer 
— 18th  (seven  trout,  3Jlb.).  Mr.  Tronsdale— 19th  (one 
trout,  lib.,  two  grilse,  3Jlb.  each).  Canon  Short — 
19th  (fourteen  trout,  71b.) ;  22nd  (one  sea-trout,  21b.)  ; 
23rd  (eleven  trout,  61b.).  Messrs.  Chance  and  Pickering 
— 19th  (seventeen  trout,  71b.).  Colonel  Allenby — 19th 
(one  salmon,  91b.).  Mr.  Best— 20th  (eight  trout,  31b., 
one  grilse,  41b.);  22nd  (ten  trout,  5Jlb.).  Messrs. 
Chance — 21st  (six  trout,  41b.)  ;  23rd  (nine  trout,  61b.). 
Mr.  and  Miss  Hodgson— 21st  (two  trout,  21b.).— W. 
Wallace. 

Iioch  Iieven  (Kinross). — Angling  here  is  almost  a 
total  failure,  and  the  season,  which  closed  on  Wednes- 
day, Aug.  27,  will  show  the  smallest  yield  for  many 
years.  This  unsatisfactory  result  has  been  brought 
about  by  the  unfavourable  weather  conditions,  and 
more  particularly  by  the  American  weeds  discolouring 
the  water.  Two-thirds  of  the  anglers  out  during  the 
week  have  returned  clean,  while  the  following  club 
results  will  show  the  exceedingly  meagre  catches  that 
have  been  made : — Breadalbane  Club,  ten  members, 
one  trout ;  Western  Club,  four  members,  two  trout ; 
West  of  Scotland  Club  (two  days),  nineteen  members, 
fifteen  trout,  211b.,  and  sixteen  members,  ten  trout ; 
Rowbank  Club,  seven  members,  six  trout,  81b.  loz. ; 
Dundee,  twenty  members,  three  trout ;  Waverley, 
thirteen  members,  twenty  trout,  291b.  9oz.  ;  Mr. 
Brown,  of  the  latter  club,  had  a  fine  trout  of  31b.  2oz. 
— R.  B.  Laing. 

North  and  South  Tyne. — After  the  recent  rains 
fly  fishing  is  much  improved,  the  best  killing  flies 
being  Broughton  Point,  Black  Drake,  Autumn  Black, 
August  Bloa,  and  Golden  Dun.  The  I3roughton  Point 
used  at  the  point  killed  last  Monday  seventeen  good 
fish  on  the  Coquet  below  Weldon  Bridge.  The  Gates- 
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head  Angling  Society  fished  their  annual  match  at 
Carlisle  on  the  Eden  ;  a  very  heavy  water  was  running, 
and  all  round  sport  was  not  good.  The  Wansbeok  is 
in  good  condition  for  fly  fishing,  the  pmall  August  Dun, 
Poult  Bloa,  and  Autumn  Black  doing  good  business. 
I  have  little  doubt  the  coming  week,  with  a  continua- 
tion of  the  present  warm  weather,  will  improve  sport 
on  all  sides. — Hy.  A.  Mubton,  Northern  Anglers' 
Resort,  Grey-street,  Newcastle  on-Tyne. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — Now  that  the  nets  are 
off  on  the  bulk  of  Scotch  waters  anglers  have  the  fish 
entirely  to  themselves.  From  Tay  to  Spey  the  autumn 
prospects  have  not  been  so  bright  for  many  years 
Grilse  of  81b,  and  101b.  have  been  quite  common  on 
the  coast.  Some  very  heavy  fish  were  also  got  on  the 
Don  station  on  the  closing  day,  one  of  which  scaled 
491b.  With  the  first  spate  these  will  take  to  the  river, 
and  for  the  next  two  months  the  back-end  angler, 
granted  fair  waters,  will  have  little  to  complain  of  on 
the  score  of  want  of  fish.  On  the  Mar  Lodge  Water 
H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of  Fife  creeled  a  fine  fish  of  8Ib. 
on  Aug.  22,  and  another  of  101b.  on  Aug.  23.  Her 
pools  are  teeming  with  fish  fresh  up  from  the  lowt-r 
waters.  On  the  Balmoral  section  the  prospects  of  a 
salmon  are  good,  and  H.R  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales  is 
at  present  dividing  his  time  bit  ween  the  river  ard  the 
moor.  On  Glentana  reaches  Miss  Coates,  on  Pasna- 
daroch  Captain  Tillard,  and  on  Kincardine  Waters 
Miss  Pickering  are  having  an  occasional  fish.  On  the 
Cairnton  section  Lord  Penrhyn  has  creeled  thirty-four 
salmon  and  grilse  since  the  month  of  May  On  the 
tidals  finnock  anglers  have  had  a  blank  week.  On 
the  Don  matters  are  steadily  impr.jving  ;  Mr.  Lums den 
creeled  a  fine  fish  of  101b.  on  Aug  23,  while  another 
angler  had  one  of  81b.  On  the  Grandholm  Water 
Professor  Cash  had  one  of  101b.,  and  all  the  way  up  to 
Alford  an  occasional  fish  has  been  got.  Sph  ndid 
baskets  of  trout  in  excellent  condition,  in  spite  of  the 
lateness  of  the  season,  continue  to  be  got  on  the  Don 
and  upper  waters  of  the  Dee  and  Deveron.  Yellow  or 
brown  trout  angling  is  usually  suspended  about  this 
time  on  account  of  the  soft,  gravid  condition  of  the 
fish  ;  but  this  year  they  are  more  like  Juno  trout  than 
August  or  September  fish.  On  the  Ythan  tidal  sport 
might  have  been  better.  On  the  Ugie  anglers  are 
doing  fairly  well. — G.  M. 

Portree.— On  Aug,  22  Mr.  W.  A.  Cox  and  Dr. 
Donald  from  the  Royal  Hotel  had  eighteen  trout  on 
the  Storr  Loch,  weight  6|lb  ,  beavieot  fish  fib. — C. 
McLaren. 

South  of  Scotland. — Anglers  had  large  baskets 
with  worm  bait  on  Saturday,  and  the  spates  should 
now  make  the  water  sweeter  next  week,  though  the 
cream  of  the  herling  fishing  may  be  said  to  be  over. 
With  fine  weather  in  September  I  have  seen  pretty  fair 
sport  among  these  trout  with  the  fly.  It  looks  promising 
for  the  back  end  salmon  fishing  this  year,  as  quite  an 
extra  lot  have  been  running  up  the  rivers  since  Friday, 
and  there  is  now  another  show — all  big  fish — well  into 
the  twenties.  The  Solway  nets  have  only  a  few  more 
days  before  their  season  expires.  All  salmon  nets 
cease  fishing  on  the  night  of  Sept,  9.  In  the  meantime 
they  are  doing  pretty  well,  and  have  had  one  or  two 
good  hauls  this  week.  On  the  Annan  somp  fairly 
good  sport  was  had  with  the  night  fly  last  week, 
and  catches  of  from  a  brace  to  over  a  dozen  herling 
were  taken  on  various  reaches  of  the  river.  In  the 
Mount  Annan  water  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Dirom,  had 
fair  sport  with  the  fly.  Mr.  Alexander  Mackay,  fishing 
this  part  of  the  river,  had  exc3ller.t  sport  with  the 
night  fiy  and  also  with  the  worm  during  the  daytime. 
His  best  basket  was  twenty-six  herling,  caught  with 
the  worm.  Mr.  W.  Thorburn  had  also  fair  sport  on 
the  Brydekirk  water,  and  Mr.  Audrew  Bell  had  some 
nice  herling.  Mr.  Peter  Loudon  (of  Messrs,  Hardy 
Brothers,  Edinburgh),  had  a  good  basket  of  herling  on 
Saturday  evening  (Aug.  23)  with  the  worm  bait  while 
the  river  was  in  flood.  In  the  Everholme  water  Mr. 
T.  Shortridge  Tweedie  had  a  basket  of  forty-four 
herling  on  Saturday  with  the  worm.  Mr.  Thomas 
Gibson  took  over  twenty  herling,  and  two  other  rods 
had  about  thirty  each.  Mr.  Robert  Graham  caught 
seventeen  herling  and  one  sea-trout,  and  at  a  previous 
outing  he  took  thirty.  Mr.  James  Loudon  caught 
eight  herling  at  a  short  outing  on  Saturday ;  Mr.  J. 
Iveson  killed  twenty  herling  and  one  sea-trout  at 
Northfields  stream  and  Galabank  Pool ;  Mr.  James 
Bonner  had  between  eight  and  a  dozen  berling ;  Mr.  P. 
McGiverin  had  eight  on  Saturday  and  nine  on  Monday 
with  the  minnow ;  Mr.  George  Carrick  took  eight 
with  worm  at  the  Pish  House ;  Mr.  W.  Wright,  on 
Saturday,  caught  eight  herling;  Mr.  Dixie  had  a 
fine  basket  of  about  twenty  herling  in  a  private 
stretch ;  Mr.  Gibson  took  a  basket  of  twenty  herling 
at  the  Howespool  corner.  All  these  catches  were 
made  in  the  flood  with  worm  bait.  Many  other 
anglers  in  the  lower  water  had  herling  and  yellow 
trout.  Mr.  Pacey,  a  visitor  from  the  West  Indies,  had 
a  few  herling.  Mr.  Johnstone  had  nine  or  ten  herling. 
In  Hoddom  Castle  water  a  good  many  rods  were  out 
fishing  with  worm  bait,  and  some  fine  sea-trout  and 
creels  of  herling  and  yellow  trout  were  taken. 
Similar  sport  wrs  obtained  in  Sir  Robert  Jardine's 
portion  at  Castlemilk.  The  Murraythwaite,  Dormont, 
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and  Halleaths  waters  also  produced  fairly  good  baskets. 
Mr.  John  Jackson,  Dumfries,  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  of  last  week,  killed  niaety-siven  herling  and 
Eea-trout.  The  Nith  was  in  better  order  on  Monday. 
Last  week-end  there  was  a  little  improvement  in  the 
sport  on  the  different  reaches.  In  the  Closeburn  waters 
the  sport  has  been  fair,  and  a  number  of  nice  trout  were 
caught  in  the  Auldgirth  water.  In  the  Mid  Nithsdale 
reaches  at  Thornhill  the  local  rods  have  had  sport 
with  the  evening  fly,  and  a  few  herling  and  trout  have 
been  caught  with  the  worm  lure.  The  Galloway 
BivEES  are  in  good  order  this  week  after  the  rainfall 
of  last  week  end  Moderate  sport  has  fallen  to  the 
local  rods  on  the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse,  and  the  Dee  of 
Kirkcudbrightshire  has  also  afforded  fair  sport.  Some 
salmon  are  now  ascending  these  rivers,  and  the  pro- 
spects for  the  autumn  are  promising  for  the  salmon 
rods.  Ayrshire  Rivers  and  Lochs. — The  weather 
has  been  somewhat  unsettled  during  the  past  week, 
and  the  rivers  have  been  disturbed  with  rain.  Sport 
has  not  been  good  in  the  rivers  this  week. — Heatheb- 

BELL. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — With  the  ne's  off  and  the 
rivers  in  good  form,  sport  should  be  excellent  when 
the  fascination  of  the  moors  has  worn  off  somewhat. 
The  net  fishing  season  opened  rather  indifferently,  as 
during  the  first  week  or  two  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
obstruction  by  ice.  The  sea  fishings,  on  the  other 
hand,  did  fairly  well.  Taking  the  season,  however, 
altogether  it  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  specially  good 
one,  although  better  than  for  a  year  or  two  back.  The 
river  was  in  capital  fishing  order  all  last  week.  On 
Friday  (Aug.  22),  on  the  Glengrant  water.  Major  Grant 
landed  a  salmon  of  91b.  and  a  grilse  of  81b.,  and  from 
the  same  water  Mr.  John  Dallas,  fisherman,  had  a 
salmon  of  171b. — J.  M. 

Tay. — Since  the  nets  went  off  (on  Aug.  20)  the 
river  Tay  has  been  rather  low  and  anglers  have  not 
had  very  good  sport.  There  is,  however,  a  large  show 
of  fish  iu  the  estuary.  The  prospects  of  fine  sport  this 
season  are  said  to  be  good  and  anglers  are  eagerly 
looking  forward  to  a  good  flood  to  bring  up  the  fish. 
The  following  is  a  note  of  the  principal  takes  got 
during  the  past  fortnight : — Islamouth  Beat. — Fish- 
ing this  water  on  Aug.  25,  Lord  Blythswood  landed 
three  grilfe  of  8lb  ,  81b  ,  and  71b.  Upper  Gargill 
Beat.  Miss  Brock,  fishing  on  this  beat  on  Aug,  1, 
landed  one  grilse  of  81b.  ;  on  Aug.  4,  Mr.  C.  II.  De  La 
Salle,  one  grilse  of  7jlb.,  and  on  Aug.  6,  one  of  71b.  ; 
on  Aug.  12,  Mr.  C.  Blair,  one  grilse  of  61b. ;  Sir  J.  Wolfe 
Barry,  on  Aug.  15,  had  one  grilse  of  81b.,  and  on  Aug.  20, 
one  salmon  of  161b. ;  on  August  21  Mrs.  Chas.  Blair 
landed  one  grilte  of  91b.  and  on  Aug.  22  Sir  John 
Wolfe  Barry  one  of  81b.  Lower  Cargild  Beat.— 
Col.  E  R  S.  Richardson  fishing  this  beat  on  Aug.  2 
killed  one  grilse  of  81b.  ;  on  Aug  5  Mr.  G.  R.  De  La  Salle 
landed  one  of  71b.  ;  on  Aug.  8  Mrs.  Chas.  Blair  two 
grilse  of  71b.  and  81b.,  and  on  Aug.  11  one  grilse  of 
lllb. ;  on  Aug.  1.5  Mr.  Chas.  Blair  had  one  grilse  of 
71b. ;  on  Aug.  22  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blair  had  three  grilse 
of  101b.,  81b.  and  61b. ;  on  Aug.  25  Mr.  Ernest  Moon 
two  grilse  of  71b.  and  81b.  ;  and  on  Aug.  26  Sir  John 
Wolfe  Barry  one  grilse  of  91b.  Upper  Stobhall. — 
Messrs.  P.  &  W.  Coats  fishing  this  beat  on  Aug.  22 
landed  one  grilte  of  9ilb.  and  on  Aug  25  Mr. 
Archibald  Coats  had  one  salmon  of  191b.  Lower 
Stobhall.  —Fishing  this  water  on  Aug.  7,  Colonel 
Knocker  and  Major  Chichester  had  one  grilse  of  51b. ; 
on  Aug.  9  Messrs.  P.  Coats,  W.  Coats  and  J.  Clark 
landed  two  grilse  of  8^1b.  and  Clb. ;  on  Aug.  14 
Colonel  Knocker  and  Captain  Taylor  killed  two 
grilse  of  81b.  and  61b. ;  on  Aug.  16  Messrs.  W. 
Coats  and  J.  Kerr  had  one  grilse  of  81b. ;  On  Aug.  23 
Messrs.  P.  and  W.  Coats  one  grilse  of  81b. ;  and 
on  Aug.  20  one  of  Mr.  Coats'  party  bad  a 
grilse  of  91b.  Catholes.  -Mr.  Ernest  Shand, 
fishing  this  beat  on  Aug.  4,  killed  one  grilse  of  51b. 
Benchill.— Fishing  this  water  on  .Oth  inst.  Mr. 
Ernest  Shand  landed  one  grilse  of  81b.  ;  on  Aug.  12 
two  grilse  of  8Jlb.  and  O^lb.,  and  on  Aug.  11  three 
grilse  of  81b.,  71b  ,  and  71b.  Ui'pbr  Stanley.— Mr. 
W.  Blankley  fishing  this  water  on  Aug.  12  landed  one 
grilse  of  91b.,  and  on  Aug.  16  two  sea-trout,  51b  ;  on 
Aug.  28  Mr.  M.  T.  Martin  had  two  trout,  :^lb. ;  and 
on  Au^.  26  one  grilse  of   71b.     Lower  Stanley. 

Pishing  this   beat  on  Aug.  6  Mr.   W.  Blankley 


killed  two  grilse  of  31b.  and  (Ub.  ;  on  the  8th  one 
grilse  of  9ilb.,  and  on  the  11th  one  of  91b.  ;  on  the 
18th  Mr.  J.  P.  Stanley  landed  one  grilse  of  81b.  ;  on 
the  22nd  Mr.  M.  T.  Martin  killed  three  grilse  of  61b. 
each,  and  on  the  25th  one  of  7Jlb.  Uj'I'er  Kbdoorton. 
— Fishing  this  water  on  the  2()th,  Major  Chichester 
landed  one  grilse  of  7ilb.,  and  on  25th  Mrs.  Gray  one 
grilse  of  61b. — A.  A, 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters. — Fishing  from  this  hotel 
the  following  catches  have  been  had  : — Mr.  King — 
Aug.  18  (four  sea-trout,  61b.,  one  salmon,  41b )  ; 
19th  (one  sea-trout,  IJlb  ).  Captain  and  Mrs.  Camp- 
bell— 18th  (four  sea  trout,  61b.)  ;  20bh  (three  sea-trout, 
61b.)  ;  23rd  (one  grilse,  3|lb.).  Messrs.  Wood  and 
Ferguson — 18th  (twelve  trout,  41b.)  ;  19th  (four  sea- 
trout,  61b.).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutton~18th  (eighteen 
trout,  7ilb.) ;  19th  (four  sea-trout,  7Jlb.)  ;  22nd 
(eighteen  trout,  71b.);  23rd  (fourteen  trout,  51b.). 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jorgenson — 20th  (one  grilse,  21b.).  Lord 
Bruce  and  Mr.  Gamlen — 20th  (three  trout,  IJlb.) ; 
23rd  (eight  trout).  Messrs.  Brown  and  D'Arcy — 23rd 
(71b.). — M.  MacInnes. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Balliuderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone).  —  Not  for 

twenty  seasons  has  the  Tyrone  Ballinderry  held  such 
an  amount  of  salmon.  Every  hole  and  pool  in  the 
fifteen  miles  of  water  from  Lough  Neagh  to  Loughry 
holds  fish  up  to  30ib.  The  pool  above  Ardtrea  Weir 
alone  has  thirty  fish  in  it.  Yet  they  will  not  look 
at  a  fly.— J.  A.  B. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Galway). — Heavy  rain 
was  experienced  on  the  22nd  and  23rd,  and  the  lakes 
and  river  rose  over  four  feet,  but' at  present  (27th)  they 
are  beginning  to  fall.  Splendid  fishing  days  25th 
and  26th,  with  nice  winds  and  not  too  bright.  After 
recent  heavy  floods,  the  fish  have  got  fairly  well 
distributed,  and  those  which  were  in  sea-pool  have 
gone  up,  except  a  few  salmon,  which  come  in  all 
the  season  through.  During  week  W.  Pearson,  Esq., 
secured  sixty-one  sea-trout  and  one  peal,  61b.  ;  J.  C. 
Potter,  Esq.,  twenty-nine  sea-trout  and  one  peal,  7 Jib.  ; 
Dr.  Fenton,  sixty-five  sea-trout  (one  sea-trout  slightly 
over  51b.) ;  Mr.  Heygate,  thirty-five  sea-trout ;  Mr. 
Lloyd,  twenty-eight  sea-trout ;  T.  Pike,  Esq.,  fifty-four 
sea-trout ;  W.  W.  Wickham,  Esq.,  sixteen  sea-trout 
and  two  peal,  61b  ,  8Jlb. ;  Harding  Cox,  Esq.,  forty- 
three  sea-trout  and  one  peal,  81b.  ;  Edmund  Maurice, 
Esq.,  thirty-five  sea-trout ;  0.  E.  Part,  Esq.,  seventeen 
sea-trout  and  two  peal,  8lb.,  91b.  Total  for  week: 
Three  hundred  and  ninety-eight  sea-trout,  and  eight 
peal  57 Jib.  C.  P.Foster,  Esq.,  for  one  day,  seven  sea- 
trout  ;  and  Sir  M.  Gore-Booth,  for  one  day,  eight  sea- 
trout  and  one  peal,  5Jlb.— Jim. 

Baun  and  Tributaries. — Heavy  showers  of  rain 
in  the  daytime  and  frost  at  uight  have  prevailed  for 
the  past  week.  This  kept  the  Maine  and  its  tributaries 
and  the  Mozolo  in  high  volume.  All  the  flax  water 
that  was  in  the  steeping  ponds  was  driven  out  and 
carried  down  to  Lough  Neagh,  where  its  fish-killing 
power  was  at  once  destroyed.  The  main  stream  has 
continued  rising  and  is  now  about  eighteen  inches 
above  summer  level.  A  run  of  salmon  passed  over 
the  weir  at  Kilrea,  many  of  which  are  now  resting  on 
the  shallow  of  the  Pontglenone  stretch.  The  water 
has  cleared  and  some  fish  have  been  caught.  On  the 
Kilrea  section  Mr.  F.  Dowson  took  one  salmon  weigh- 
ing 101b.,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson's  fisherman  five 
salmon  and  grilse,  81b.,  S^lb.,  91b.,  9Jlb.,  and  lO^lb., 
on  the  Caronroe  reach. — Daniel  O'Pee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  rivers  in  this  district 
were  in  fine  order  at  the  end  of  the  week  after  the 
rain,  and  flax  water  has  already  found  its  way  into 
some  of  them,  with  the  usual  result  that  the  trout  are 
sickened  and  will  not  rise  well  to  the  fly.  On  the 
Crossgar  last  Saturday  Mr.  Edward  Hunter  had  a 
brace  of  trout  weighing  41b,  Mr.  J.  Bertie  Greenhill  had 
seven  trout  91b., and  another  angler  on  Monday  had  151b. 
brown  trout.  Trout-fishing  is  improving  on  the  dams. 
On  Middle  Woodburn  Dam  Mr.  W.T.Braithwaite  killed 
a  4  Jib.  trout,  which  was  the  best  fish  of  the  season.  Your 
correspondent  and  friend  had  a  dozen  trout  on  Satur- 
day on  the  Clady.  From  the  end  of  this  week  there 
will  be  little  fishing  on  the  streams  as  the  flax  water 
will  be  in.  To-day,  Aug.  30,  the  Ulster  Angler's 
Association,  and  the  North  East  Ulster  Club  will 
hold  coarse  fishing  competitions  at  Toome.    J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — River  in  good  order,  and 
salmon  and  grilse  plentiful ;  but  sport  has  not  been  so 
good.    Fish  very  sulky. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Corrih  and  Tributaries  (Galway). — Peal  fish- 
ing is  in  full  swing  and  excellent  sport  has  been  had 
since  last  notes.  In  the  past  ten  days  over  200  peal 
were  landed.  The  stream  is  in  fair  condition,  while 
trout  are  more  plentiful,  and  occasional  good  baskets 
have  been  made.  Amongst  the  mo.st  successful  salmon 
anglers  were  Messrs.  Rowe,  Gould,  M'Gusty,  Courage, 
Willey,  Dickson,  Mrs.  Courage,  Captain  Palmer,  and 
Major  Drury. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshauuou  and  Belleek).— Heavy  rains 
and  a  sudden  rise  in  the  water  rather  spoiled  the 
chances  of  sport  cn  the  I'Irne  during  the  past  week. 
The  following  are  the  particulars :  Captain  Ellison 
landed  four  salmon  during  the  past  week  of  221b.,  171b., 


141b.,  and  01b.  ;  Mr.  H.  Stanley  Smith  landed  three 
salmon  of  15Jlb.,  91b.,  and  71b. ;  Mr.  Bainbridge  landed 
one  salmon  of  131b.,  and  a  beautiful  brown  trout  of 
61b.  on  a  dry  fly  ;  Mr.  M.  Mo^re  landed  one  salmon  of 
lllb.  The  rivor  is  still  high  at  time  of  writing. — 
M.  Rogers  &  Sons. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — During  the  week  there  has  been 
a  very  good  run  of  salmon  and  grilse  over  the  weirs. 
River  in  good  order,  but  few  anglers  have  been  trying 
their  luck.  Sea-trout  fishing  has  been  excellent 
during  the  past  week.  The  broken  weather  has  kept 
the  river  in  good  fishing  order. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Lough  Corrib. — There  is  practically  no  rise  as  yet 
either  on  the  artificial  or  the  natural  fly  (daddy-long- 
legs). The  best  trout  killed  was  by  one  of  the  local 
fishermen  (Heffernan)  on  the  "  Dap  "  which  weighed 
4Jlb.  Heavy  rain  falling;  fishing  ought  to  be  good  in 
a  week's  time. — S.  B.  D. 

Lough  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  continues  slack  on  Lough  Currane  at  sea-trout, 
and  no  salmon  have  been  on  this  water  for  some  time. 
Brown  trout,  however,  have  furnished  fair  sport  at 
times.  On  the  rivers  Inny  and  Cummeragh  sea-trout 
have  given  some  sport  since  the  recent  rain,  but  no 
heavy  baskets  were  had  on  either  water.  On  the  upper 
lakes  fair  sport  has  been  had,  but  takes  have  been 
below  the  usual  thing  at  this  season.  On  the  mountain 
lakes  sport  has  been  pretty  good  at  brown  trout. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin.— Some  fine  catches  of  gillaroo 
trout  and  brown  trout  were  made  generally  all  over 
the  lake  during  the  past  week.  Dr.  Stevenson  and 
Mr.  Wm.  Neely  took  one  hundred  and  twenty-six 
trout,  many  of  the  gillaroos  amongst  them  weighing 
21b.  each.  The  above  was  one  of  the  best  catches 
made  on  the  lake  during  the  past  week,  but  there  were 
some  fine  catches  made  by  other  anglers.  Mr.  G.  Kelly 
and  friend  took  over  one  hundred  gillaroo  and  brown 
trout  during  the  past  week  also.— M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Midd  Corrib  (Kilbeg,  co.  Galway). — With  a 
rise  of  water  in  the  Lough,  fishing  has  improved  here. 
Doctor  Colohan  in  one  day  landed  five  trout,  largest 
weighed  31b.  Mr.  Hobson  trolling  got  eight  pike  and 
two  perch  in  two  days.  Mr.  Taylor  had  a  good 
evening's  shooting  on  the  islands,  bagging  eight  rabbits 
and  two  plover.  P.  Lydon,  the  local  bailiff,  got  ten 
pike  during  the  week. — T.  M. 

M.oy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  swarms  with  grilse  and  sea-trout,  but 
are  taking  the  fly  badly.  Mr.  Temblin,  two  grilse,  131b., 
and  Mr.  Scroop,  two  grilse,  151b.  ;  sea-trout  taking  the 
fly  well  on  some  days.  Captain  Bloss  Lynch  had  the 
best  take  for  one  day  (fifteen),  131b.  A  good  many 
jack  have  been  taken,  largest,  251b.,  on  Phantom. — Pat 
Hearnbs. 

Oiley  and  Stragar  (Dunkineely,  co.  Donegal). 

— Visitors  fishing  these  rivers  from  Hill's  Hotel  had 
fair  sport  during  the  week.  Mr.  Etches,  Birmingham, 
landed  four  fine  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Yeates,  Bruckless, 
twelve  sea-trout,  largest  IJlb. ;  Mr.  McGuire,  ten  sea- 
trout,  average  lib. ;  Mr.  Wray,  seven  sea-trout,  largest 
l^lb. ;  with  some  rain  to  rise  these  rivers,  the  prospects 
for  sea-trout  fishing  is  good. — G.  B.  H. 

Owenea  (Ardara,  co.  Donegal). — On  Aug.  21, 
Mr.  Neale,  four  sea-trout,  101b.  On  Aug.  22,  Mr. 
Hamilton,  one  salmon,  121b. ;  Mr.  Lucas,  two  sea- 
trout,  41b  On  Aug.  23,  Mr.  Clarke,  four  trout,  61b  , 
and  two  salmon,  131b. ;  Mr.  Falkner,  one  salmon,  71b. ; 
Mr.  Bennet,  seventeen  brown  trout,  181b.  Mr.  Hoyle, 
two  salmon,  141b.  All  staying  at  the  Nesbitt  Arms 
Hotel.  The  river  is  in  splendid  order  just  now,  and 
good  fishing  is  expected. — Neil  McNelis. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).  —  Angling  on 
the  Rosses  during  the  past  week  was  fairly  good.  The 
late  rain  brought  lots  of  fresh  run  fish  up  the  Crolly 
and  to  the  lakes,  all  of  which  are  well  tenanted  by  new 
fish.  The  best  bag  of  sea-trout  was  one  of  eleven  fish 
up  to  21b.,  taken  on  Dungloe  Lake  by  Mr.  Tweedie. 
Dr.  Archer  had  seven  sea-trout  (heaviest  l^lb.),  and 
Mr.  Bailward  six  (heaviest  l|lb )  on  Deuyamel. 
General  Warren,  on  Dungloe,  amongst  others,  had  a 
4-pounder.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  the  following 
gentlemen  are  at  Dungloe  for  the  fishing  : — The  Hon. 
Baron  Dimsdale  and  Messrs.  Dimsdale,  Admiral  Fitz- 
patrick,  General  Heriott,  Colonel  Alexander,  and 
Messrs.  Pally,  French,  Crailsham,  Turville,  sen.  and 
jun.,  Hoone,  Rayner,  and  Tryon. — B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — We  are  having  a  second  summer — 
calm  seas  and  temperature  up  to  over  90  degrees  irt 
the  sun  1  Catches  by  boat  anglers  chiefly  confined  to 
whiting,  pout,  and  flat  fish,  and  a  few  pollack  and 
small  conger.  A  few  grey  mullet  have  been  taken  off 
the  end  of  the  west  and  new  palace  piers. — H. 

Crouch  (Burnham-on-Crouch). — The  rod  and 
line  anglers  visiting  here  have  met  with  very  poor 
sport  lately.  Although  there  are  plenty  of  small 
whiting,  and  a  few  good  ones,  they  do  not  seem  to 
take  kindly  to  the  hook  bait.  The  old  fishermen  say 
that  it  is  because  there  is  plenty  of  natural  food  in  the 
river.    The  trawlers  have  been  getting  a  few  very  good 
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fish,  and  there  is  every  appearance  of  the  coming 
season  being  a  good  one.  There  were  lots  of  grey 
mullet  in  the  river,  but  no  one  appears  to  have  angled 
for  them ;  several  were  caught  in  the  whitebait  nets. 
The  tides  will  be  suitable  for  angling  this  week-end. — 
J.  Weight. 

Deal. — Thursday,  Aug.  21,  Deal  Boatmen's  Regatta, 
which  proved  quite  a  success  and  finished  up  with 
boat  rigged  as  three-masted  schooner  on  fire  anchored 
a  little  distance  from  shore.  Aug.  22,  Mr.  Gunn  put 
out  with  T.  Budd,  boatman,  and  fished  in  the  bay  and 
took  eighty  flat  fish,  three  whiting,  and  three  codling  ; 
these  fish  were  taken  in  about  two  hours.  Aug.  23, 
wind  S.W.,  water  smooth,  Mr.  Vaughan  and  Mr. 
Boulton  took  thirty-four  plaice  and  dabs,  nine  whiting, 
twenty  dog  fish  ;  Mr.  (lunn  again  with  6J  score  flat 
fish  and  one  whiting.  Mr.  T.  C.  Cunningham,  fishing 
with  G.  Marsh,  had  five  score  fiat  fish,  five  whiting,  one 
decent  sized  plaice.  In  the  evening  several  anglers 
put  in  an  appearance.  Aug.  24,  wretched  downpour 
of  rain  which  kept  nearly  everyone  on  shore.  Monday, 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  weather  more  settled,  and 
some  very  fine  plaice  have  been  taken  with  other 
kinds  of  fish.  Tides  suit  well  for  after-breakfast 
fishing  this  week  end  and  next  week. — Edward 
Hanger  (Agent  B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Pier  anglers  have  experienced 
fair  sport  among  the  codling  lately,  though  the  general 
run  of  the  fish  has  been  small.  One,  however,  taken 
at  the  end  of  last  week  scaled  41b.  lio-/,.,  and  was  a 
pretty  fish.  Messrs.  Burgess  and  Baker  made  good 
morning  catches  on  the  first  day  of  the  present  week, 
but  several  visiting  anglers  found  sport  very  slow 
indeed.  Mr.  Maxted  took  a  nice  51b.  lobster  and  a  few 
codling,  and  one  small  lobster  was  also  taken  by 
another  gentleman.  Mr.  Waddell,  Mr.  Jones,  and  two 
others  were  fairly  successful  on  Monday  morning,  but 
the  general  day's  catch  proved  disappointing.  Mr. 
Culley  and  Mr.  Frank  Whiter  each  bagged  a  few 
codling  on  Tuesday  (Aug.  20),  but  the  prize  of  the  day 
— a  shapely  plaice  of  41b. — fell  to  the  lot  of  Mr. 
C.  F.  Petty.  Two  gentlemen — Mr.  -Jewell  and  Mr. 
Brown — indulged  in  a  whole  night's  fishing,  their 
reward  being  a  bag  of  thirty  codling,  but  numbers 
rather  than  size  had  to  be  reckoned  with.  The  early 
hours  of  Wednesday  (Aug.  27)  yielded  poor  results, 
but  later  in  the  day  matters  improved  materially,  and 
the  day's  catch  was  satisfactory.  Though  provided 
with  the  most  tempting  baits  the  skill  of  some  dozen 
pollack  anglers  has  met  with  very  little  success, 
clearly  proving  that  this  sportive  fish  is  still  very 
scarce  in  the  locality. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Dunkineely  (co.  Donegal).  —  Good  all-round 
sport  has  been  the  rule  here  during  the  past  week. 
Pollack,  mackerel,  whiting,  bream,  etc.,  are  taking 
freely.  Lieutenant  Walsh  got  twenty-five  pollack, 
average  71b. ;  Mr.  Yates,  fifteen  pollack,  largest  101b. ; 
Mr.  Wilson,  ten  pollack,  largest  81b.  Prospects  are 
excellent.— G.  B.  H. 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards. — Water  in  fine 
condition  for  angling.  Boats  have  done  well  amongst 
flat  fish,  which  have  been  a  good  size.  Congers, 
weevers,  and  a  few  pollack  have  been  taken,  and  if 
weather  holds  fine  good  sport  ought  to  be  had  during 
the  next  few  days. — A. 

Pljrmouth. — The  weather  is  splendid  for  the  most 
delicate  stomach.  The  water  is  as  smooth  as  glass. 
There  is  plenty  of  fish  about  of  all  kinds — pollack,  bass, 
whiting,  mullet,  and  flat-fish.  I  had  a  nice  bass  on 
Aug.  26,  about  61b.,  in  the  pink  of  condition,  caught 
on  the  rod  with  small  sand-eel.  The  pollack  are  all 
over  the  Sound,  and  can  be  taken  almost  at  any  time. 
Pouting  by  the  hundred  at  the  usual  pits ;  they  are 
feeding  well  now,  also  the  flat-fish.  Whilst  watching 
the  whiting-boats  on  Aug.  26  I  saw  what  at  first  sight 
appeared  to  be  a  huge  whale  with  two  or  three  men 
on  the  back  of  it,  but  on  focussing  the  glass  I  saw 
that  it  was  one  of  the  submarine  boats  on  its  way  to 
Portsmouth.  It  looked  for  all  the  world  like  a  whale 
just  showing  above  the  water,  and  it  was  travelling. — 
William  Hbardee  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — Fishing  has  improved  considerably 
this  week  notwithstanding  the  weather.  The  boats 
that  have  gone  to  the  northward,  between  Broad- 
stairs  and  the  Long  Rose,  have  been  rewarded  by 
good  takes  of  flat  fish,  the  plaice  running  excep- 
tionally large.  To  the  westward,  near  the  Break- 
batch  Buoy,  they  had  fair  takes  of  codling,  sand 
dabs,  pouting,  and  whiting,  the  latter  small.  In 
the  harbours  eels  are  biting  freely  ;  many  have  been 
taken  up  to  IJlb.  Mr.  Tanton  accounted  for  a  sole 
going  lijlb.  from  the  Marina.  With  settled  weather 
the  autumn  fishing  should  be  very  good  this  year. 
Wind  eouth-westerly,  rain  threatening.  —  Geby 
Mullet. 

Weymouth. — There  are  now  quantities  of  mackerel 
in  the  l>ay,  and  are  being  taken  both  by  net  and  hook 
and  line,  but  pollack  and  pout  seem  to  be  entirely  oft 
the  feed,  for  a  very  few  have  been  taken  during  the  past 
week.  In  the  harbour  a  few  bass  have  been  had.  There 
are  plenty  of  fish  about,  but  there  is  so  much  bait  in  the 
harbour  that  it  is  with  difficulty  that  a  catch  can  be 
made.  The  weather  is  now  very  fine  and  warm.— 
A.  G.  RowELL. 


^ssociafions 

(Special  Meetings). 

ANGLERS"  ASSOCIATION- 

The  General  Committee  will  meet  on  Monday 
next,  Sept.  1st,  at  8.30  p.m. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

On  August  22,  one  grant  was  made  of  £6.  After 
which  a  specially  summoned  meeting  was  held  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  a  secretary  in  place  of  myself, 
resigned.  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber  was  elected,  and  after 
returning  thanks  in  a  brief  address  for  his  election 
in  which  he  stated  he  had  the  welfare  of  the  A.B.S. 
at  heart,  he  then  gave  in  his  resignation  as  trustee. 
A  special  meeting  will  be  held  on  Friday,  Sept.  12, 
to  elect  another  trustee.  As  soon  as  arrangements 
can  be  made,  Mr.  Barber  will  take  over  the  secretary- 
ship.— S.  Malby. 

BitiTisu  Sea-Anglees'  Society. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  at  4,  Fetter-lane,  on  Wed- 
nesday last,  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  in  the  chair,  the 
usual  reports  from  agents  were  read  and  special 
written  communications  from  members  away  fishing, 
Mr.  Pont  sending  a  graphic  account  of  the  capture 
of  the  big  skate  at  Helston  weighing  1391b.  caught  ofi 
the  Manacle  Rocks  in  seven  fathoms,  and  Mr.  T.  B. 
Bates,  fishing  at  Penzance  with  his  sons,  20th  to  26th 
inst.,  Wednesday  a  "mixed  "  bag,  351b. ;  Thursday, 
301b.  ;  Friday,  451b.,  including  one  small  pollack. 
Saturday  :  much  wind.  Sunday,  701b :  twenty 
mackeral,  thirty-two  bream,  and  five  pollack  ; 
Monday,  551b.,  a  71b.  skate,  three  conger,  and  a  lot 
of  gurnard  ;  Tuesday,  1501b.  bream,  gurnard  and 
hake  161b.,  coal  fish  201b.,  two  skate  of  71b.,  and  a 
fine  turbot  141b.  loz.,  the  latter  entered  for  specimen 
fish  competition,  1902-3.  Mr.  Gordon,  fishing  at 
Deal,  reported  a  take  of  a  few  codling  and  some 
large  dogfish,  but  no  flatfish.  Dr.  Patterson,  also  at 
Deal,  some  dabs  in  Walmer  Hole,  and  codling — 
saw  a  141b.  codling  taken  from  the  pier.  Telegram 
read  from  Mr.  Maull,  Salcombe,  twenty-seven 
pollack,  etc. ;  Mr.  J.  A.  Atkinson  had  been  fishing 
at  Weymouth,  took  300  pollack,  but  of  no  size ;  Mr. 
W.  I.  Bewers  had  been  taking  bream  on  the  whiting 
ground  oS  Looe ;  Mr.  Pickup  reported  upon  Yar- 
mouth, and  very  unfavourably  upon  the  new  pier 
just  completed,  found  it  unsuitable  for  sea  angling. 
Votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman 
for  a  valuable  present  of  thirteen  volumes  to  the 
library,  including  "  Yarrel's  Fishes,"  two  volumes; 
Mr.  A.  W.  Parker,  an  altas  ;  Dr.  Patterson  for  loan 
of  elephant  fish,  etc  ,  in  cases;  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  a 
weaver  in  case,  etc. — a  nucleus  of  the  new  museum. 
Hon.  Reporter. 

City  of  London  Piscatobial  Society — 

Mr.  R.  Snare  presided  at  the  meeting  on  Tuesday 
last.  Various  fishing  reports  were  made,  amongst 
them  one  from  Dr.  Ladell  at  Ramsgate,  a  dozen 
fish  or  so,  including  codling.  Messrs.  Beamont,  Cox, 
and  Gilbert  exhibited  a  mixed  tray  of  roach  and 
dace  from  the  Loddon.  This  being  the  evening  set 
apart  for  holiday  experiences,  a  few  were  forth- 
coming ;  amongst  them,  Mr.  Dryden  in  his  short 
paper  gave  a  very  interesting  account,  iittcr  alia,  of 
the  peculiar  methods  of  French  fishermen,  worthy  of 
imitation  and  otherwise.  He  noted  particularly  a 
very  effective  kind  of  hand-plough,  with  which  sand- 
eels  and  sea-worms  (for  bait)  were  routed  out  and 
turned  up  from  the  sandy  beach.  Mr.  Bentley 
caused  considerable  amusement  by  giving  his  short 
paper — not  of  a  very  serious  nature — in  rhyme.  It 
was  announced  that  on  Tuesday  the  committee  will 
formulate  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  roach 
fishing  competition  on  September  9. — Hon.  Sec. 

Geesham  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  G.  H.  Ohlson  presided  at  the  meeting  held  on 
Tuesday  last,  when  there  was  a  fair  attendance  of 
members.  Some  more  attention  has  been  paid  to 
sea  fishing  during  the  last  few  weeks,  and  frequently 
with  very  good  results.  This  week,  Mr.  G.  Maull 
sent  a  wire  stating  he  was  having  good  sport  off  the 
coast  of  Devonshire,  plenty  of  pollack.  Mr.  Head 
reported  taking  good  bass  from  Cornwall.  Messrs. 
Zerfass  and  Gray  visited  Weymouth,  where  they 
captured  a  number  of  bass,  wrasse,  and  mackerel.  No 
trout  are  reported  from  the  society's  water  at  Ches- 
ham,  it  being  low  and  uninteresting.  Though  much 
rain  appears  to  have  fallen  pretty  generally  through 
the  summer,  the  springs  at  Chesham  are  quite  dry, 
and  the  fishing  in  consequence  is  certain  to  be  in- 
different. Mr.  Emery  had  a  couple  of  chub,  Mr. 
Saunders  about  201b.  of  roach  from  Pulborough, 
mostly  about  fib.  Mr.  Connellan,  dace  ;  Mr.  Hicks, 
dace,  and  Mr.  Gill  dace  up  to  fib.  each.  Mr.  Head 
good  bream  from  Suffolk.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chair  closed  the  meeting. — J.  H.  Walker,  Hon.  Sec, 
Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  E.C. 

Highbury  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  G.  Rayner  presided  at  our  meeting  on  Aug.  27. 
Important  business  was  transacted,  and  a  general 


meeting  will  be  held  on  Sept.  17,  at  which  all 
members  are  earnestly  requested  to  attend.  Mr.  J. 
Vj.  Clements  has  taken  dace  and  chub  from  the  club- 
water,  and  got  smashed  up  by  a  large  trout  which 
he  hooked  on  a  tight  line.  From  the  Lea  Mr.  T.  P. 
Ward  has  taken  chub ;  Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood,  chub  up 
2f  lb. ;  Mr.  J.  Potter,  roach,  dace,  and  perch  ;  Mr. 
H.  Dunn,  good  dace  on  the  Black  Gnat ;  Mr.  G. 
Rayner,  perch  up  to  lib.  5Joz.  ;  and  Mr.  G.  Westrup 
(King's  Weir),  a  leash  of  fine  bream,  51b.  4foz., 
Gib.  4oz.,  and  61b.  9Joz.-G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society — 

Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  was  in  the  chair  at  Monday's 
meeting  of  the  society.  So  many  members  are  now 
absent  on  their  holidays  that  the  gathering  was 
somewhat  poorly  attended;  those  who  were  presenf, 
however,  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  a  fine  tray  of 
bream,  weighing  171b.  loz.,  sent  up  from  Cantley  by 
Mr.  L.  H.  Lefevre.  A  telegram  from  the  vice- 
president,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  who  has  just  gone  to 
Harris,  was  received,  stating  that  he  and  the  other 
members  with  him  had  had  a  good  number  of  sea- 
trout,  and  that  the  prospects  of  sport  were  good. 
From  Newbury  came  a  wire  from  Mr.  Frank  Ward, 
announcing  the  capture  of  four  good  chub  weighing 
131b.,  best  fish  41b.  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters,  during  his 
stay  at  Newbury,  had  taken  several  brace  of  good- 
sized  trout  from  the  Lambourne  and  Kennet,  his 
best  fish  scaling  2ilb.  Mr.  H.  W.  Anfell  had  little 
sport  at  Uxbridge,  but  was  unfortunately  smashed 
by  a  whopper  whilst  fishing  with  the  White  Motto 
in  the  evening. — Hon.  Sec. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

2402.    Fishing.    Patentees:  W.  Hardy  and  J.  J. 

Hardy  (trading  as  Hardy  Bros.),  Alnwick. 
Reels,  rod.  Relates  principally  to  check 
apparatus  applied  in  addition  to  the  brake 
described  in  Specification  No.  28,413,  A.D. 
1896.  A  spring  pawl  working  between 
stops  and  through  a  guide  is  operated  by  a 
bell-crank  lever  projecting  through  the  rim 
of  the  reel.  The  pawl  may  be  replaced  by 
a  friction  block  or  band,  and  the  lever  by  a 
thumb  screw.  In  another  modificatiou, 
the  pawl  is  formed  by  an  L-spring,  operated 
by  a  cam. 

4271.  Frying  fish,  etc.  Patentees :  J.  S.  Stocks  and 
H.  Stocks,  both  of  Norfolk  House,  Chapel 
Allerton,  Leeds.  Frames  for  holding  viands 
while  cooking.  Relates  to  apparatus  for 
holding,  turning  over,  and  removing  fish  and 
other  food  in  frying.  Two  perforated  metal 
plates  are  arranged  to  fit  in  a  frying-pan  or 
other  utensil,  and  each  is  made  in  one  piece 
with  or  without  a  turned-over  edge,  or 
either  is  made  telescopic,  one  portion  having 
a  turned-over  edge  and  a  projection  guided 
in  a  turned-over  edge  of  the  other  part. 
13,574.  George  Arthur  Pickard,  Atlantic  -  road, 
Altrincharn.  An  improved  method  of 
storing  or  carrying  angler's  artificial  flies 
mounted  on  gut. 
13,871.    Henry  John  Hudson,  Chancery  -  lane,  E.C. 

Improvements  in  combined  walking  sticks 
and  rests  or  supports  for  golf  clubs,  bags, 
fishing  rods,  and  other  articles. 

4438.  H.  K.  Macgregor,  72,  Kilbowie-road,  Clyde- 
bank, Dumbartonshire.  A  dressing  for 
frying  fish,  cutlets,  etc.,  is  prepared  by 
drying,  browning,  and  then  crushing  slices 
of  pan  bread,  and  mixing  with  it  salt, 
nutmeg,  mace,  savoury  herbs,  cloves,  and 
Jamaica  and  white  pepper. 

4786.    Fishing.     Patentees;  W.  Hardy  and  J.  J. 

Hardy  (trading  as  Hardy  Bros.,  Alnwick). 
Tackle  cases.  This  invention  describes  an 
open  fly  box  in  which  the  bars  fit  into 
recesses,  the  latter  of  which  have  fitted 
above  them  a  sliding  locking-bar  similarly 
recessed.  The  bars  can  thus  be  locked  in 
or  removed  at  will.  Each  bar  may  be  of 
wood  with  paper  edging,  or  it  may  be  of 
xylonite  or  metal  in  the  form  of  a  comb. 

6716.  Fishing  vessels.  Patentee  :  J.  A.  Duthie,  28, 
Polmuir-road,  Aberdeen.  In  trawlers  tbe 
gallows  is  strengthened  by  a  plate  or  angle- 
iron  bolted  to  both  legs,  and,  if  desired,  to 
the  deck  also.  In  a  modification,  a  c  m- 
bination  of  a  plate  and  angle-iron  may  be 
used.  Near  the  centre  of  this  tie  plate  or 
bar  is  secured  a  guide-sheave  at  any  desired 
inclination. 

2083.    Patentee,  F.  Clay,  137,  St.  John's-street-road. 

Booms  for  paternosters  are  shaped  an4 
connected  up  so  that  when  a  fish  bites  a 
straight  pull  is  secured.  The  hook  is 
secured  to  a  loop,  which  may  swivel  on  the 
end  of  the  boom. 
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Every  believer  in  manliness,  and  therefore  of  manly 
sport,  and  every  lover  of  nature,  every  man  wlio 
appreciates  the  majesty  and  beauty  of  the  wilderness 
and  of  wild  life,  should  strike  hands  with  the  far- 
sighted  men  %vho  wish  to  preserve  our  material  resources, 
in  the  effort  to  keep  our  forests  and  our  (jame  beasts, 
game  birds,  and  game  fish — indeed  all  the  living 
creatures  of  prairie,  and  woodland,  and  seashore— from 
wanton  destruction. — Theodope  Roosevelt. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central 
Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs  will  be  held  on 
Monday  evening,  September  1,  at  the  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden  Lane,  Covent  Garden,  W.C. 


The  Cambridge  Angling  Society,  which  meets  at  the 
Joiners'  Arms,  Deansgate,  Bolton,  Lanes,  fished  their 
annual  match  at  Garstang,  and  had,  as  I  hear,  a  very 
good  time.  As  many  as  nineteen  members  competed. 
Mr.  John  Dunn  took  the  first  prize.  Mr.  F.  Yates, 
hon.  sec,  and  Mr.  F.  Greenhalgh  were  thanked  for 
excellent  arrangements. 


Captain  Howlett,  writing  from  Newmarket,  says 
that  the  Elver  Lark  is  just  now  in  good  ply.  Some 
very  good  dace  and  other  fish  have  been  taken  recently. 
"  The  swims  are  nicely  cut  and  raked,  and  visitors  to 
this  pretty  stream  should  have  some  good  sport." 


A  BOVING  competition,  in  connection  with  the  Put- 
borough  and  Amberley  Excursions,  will  take  place 
at  Pulborough  on  Sept.  28  for  a  series  of  money  prizes. 
Open  to  all ;  entrance  fee,  6d.,  which  will  be  added  to 
the  prize  list.  Full  particulars  can  be  obtained  at  the 
Rose  and  Crown,  21,  Goswell-road,  E.C. 


Baeton  Broad,  near  Stalham,  retains  all  its  old 
reputation  for  "  good  bags."  This  fact  has  been  proved 
by  Mr.  F.  Edgerton,  one  of  the  many  anglers  who 
hail  from  St.  Dunstan's  House.  This  gentleman,  who 
has  been  at  Barton  Broad  with  his  friend,  Mr.  H. 
Pymm,  mentioned  to  me  quite  incidentally  that 
during  the  past  week  he  took  on  his  first  day  401b., 
second  day  70ib.,  and  third  day  581b.  Four  nice  tench 
were  included  in  these  catches,  the  remainder  being 
bream  and  rudd,  several  bream  up  to  3Jlb. 


Mr.  J.  PowLES  West  will  read  a  paper  before  the 
members  and  friends  cf  the  West  Ham  Brothers  A  S. 
on  Wednesday  evening,  Sept.  3. 


Although  not  many  fish  were  captured  on  Aug.  20 
(the  occasion  of  the  Greenwich  Angling  Society's 
annual  outing  to  Wateringbury),  a  most  enjoyable  day 
was  spent.  The  weather  was  all  that  could  be  desired. 
Mr.  Neary  catered  for  the  party  in  two  saloons  (kindly 
granted  by  the  railway  company),  and  every  member 
and  friend  expressed  themselves  highly  satisfied.  I 
was  invited  to  be  present,  but  was  unable. 


Mr.  John  Hassall  (says  the  Athcnaum)  is  pub- 
lishing through  Messrs.  Dean  &  Son  an  "  A  B  C  "  book 
with  coloured  designs.  The  work,  which  is  in  his 
best  style,  consists  of  twenty-six  humorous  pictures  of 
all  sorts  and  conditions  of  people,  whose  eccentricities 
are  hit  cfi  by  alliterative  adjectives.  The  "ABC" 
will  be  Mr.  Hassall's  sole  Christmas  book  for  this 
season,  and  will  be  accompanied  by  clever  verses  by 
Mr.  G.  E.  Farrow,  author  of  "  Wallypugs,"  etc. 


The  Pall  Mall  Gazette  remarks :  ,"  Having  been 
writing  about  the  grouse  moors,  one  is  naturally 
drawn  to  thoughts  about  the  streams  which  flow 
round  them.  After  a  day  on  the  moors,  either  good 
or  bad,  one  goes  to  the  river  in  pursuit  of  another  kind 
of  game  ;  and  one  finds  there  a  problem  subtler  than 
any  which  is  to  be  found  on  the  heather.  The  birds 
are  always  on  the  heather,  and  as  far  as  the  sportsman 
is  concerned  the  weather  is  of  no  importance.  The 
grouse  are  always  there,  and  can  be  shot  either  in  a 
thunderstorm  or  when  the  sky  is  clear ;  but  the 
salmon  are  not  always  where  they  should  be,  and 
often,  even  if  they  are,  they  are  not  (so  to  say)  on 
speaking  terms  with  you.  Dean  Chace,  a  clergyman 
ia  Canada,  has  written  a  book  on  'The  Salmon  and 
the  Trout '  (Macmillan) ;  and  therein  he  tells  an 
astonishing  tale.  Pie  has  a  correspondent  in  Scot- 
land, Mr.  Williamson,  who  declares  that  often  when 
the  fisherman  is  out  of  luck  that  is  because  the 
salmon  are  asleep.  Of  this  theory  Mr.  Williamson 
gives  what  seems  to  be  clear  proof.  He  says  that 
once,  while  he  was  drifting  towards  a  river  at  the  end 
of  a  loch,  into  a  pool  where  salmon  were  known  to  lie, 
his  terrier  jumped  out  of  the  boat  and  swam  over  the 
pool,  and  that  afterwards  he  caught  all  the  five  salmon 
in  tlie  pool.  The  dog  had  waked  the  fish.  Dean 
Chaco  is  solemn  over  this  matter  ;  but  it  causes  us  to 
think  that  a  Scotsman,  though  notoriously  ho  cannot 
gee  a  joke,  can  sometimes  make  one." 


A  correspondent  sends  the  following:  "I  was 
fishing  a  few  days  ago  on  the  river  Ribble  with  a  very 
keen  fisherman,  who  works  in  a  quarry  by  day  and 
fishes  almost  every  evening,  and  whilst  we  were 
ha\ingachat  over  a  pipe  he  told  me  the  following 
curious  story,  which  I  believe  to  be  perfectly  true : 
It  appears  some  little  time  ago  he  was  in  the 
village  inn  and  heard  a  gentleman  in  the  other 
room  bragging  about  his  fishing  abilities  to  such 
an  extent  that  he  determined  to  have  a  look  at 
him,  and  accordingly  waited  for  an  opportunity  of 
inspecting  him.  The  gentleman  was  a  stranger  who 
had  come  for  a  fortnight's  holiday,  and  had  obtained 
permission  for  that  period  to  fish  on  a  private  length 
of  water.  Next  day  the  quarryman  was  at  the  river- 
side and  saw  the  gentleman  angler  hard  at  work  with 
a  brand  new  rig  out,  and  on  my  friend  asking  him 
what  sport  he  was  having  he  replied  that  he  had  only 
just  commenced,  but  asked  the  quarryman  to  look  at 
his  flies,  when,  to  his  astonishment,  he  found  the 
stranger  had  a  dozen  flies  bunched  together  at  the 
end  of  his  reel  line.  On  the  quarryman  telling  him 
he  would  not  get  a  fish  with  them  in  a  year  he  was 
very  indignant,  and  said  the  flies  must  be  all  right  as 

he  had  bought  them  from  Mr.  ,  a  well-known 

local  angler  and  fly-maker." 


Mr.  Horace  Cox  announces  an  early  issue  of  a 
revised  popular  unabridged  edition  of  Mr.  John 
Bickerdyke's  "  Letters  to  Young  Sea  Fishers."  So 
much  objection  was  taken  by  the  reviewers  to  a  book 
of  so  comprehensive  a  character  being  given  a  title 
which  suggested  a  publication  for  boys  only,  that  the 
title  of  the  cheap  edition  will  be  slightly  varied  to 
"  Letters  to  Sea  Fishers." 


During  the  season  three  hundred  tons  of  salmon 
were  netted  in  the  Tay  and  Earn. 


O  PITY  me,  poets,  with  theme  such  as  this  1 
'Twould  puzzle  a  Browning  or  Swinburne,  I  wis ; 
Make  the  bard  of  L' Allegro  grow  pensive  with  care. 
And  drive    Campbell's  "Pleasures    of  Hope"  to 
despair ; 

Would  cool  like  lime-water  the  ardour  of  Burns, 
Make  Tennyson  vainly  pufi  pounds  of  "returns"; 
For  'twere  easier  to  spin  out  "  The  Tale  of  a  Tub  " 
Than  for  poet  to  grapple  the  tale  of  a  chub  I 

But,  bound  at  all  hazards  the  task  to  essay. 
In  medias  res  I  must  plunge,  and  pourtray, 
If  I  can,  such  a  likeness  that  viewers  may  see, 
O  chub  !  one  that  speaks,  or  that  singeth,  of  thee. 
Imagine  a  bream  da?h'd  with  roach  and  with  dace. 
With  a  little  bull's  head  and  a  pugilist's  face  ! 
Or  a  fishy  bull-terrier,  while  only  a  cub. 
Would  furnish  a  carte  de  visite  for  a  chub. 

COTSWOLD  IsYS  in  "Lyra  Piscatoria." 


Parson  :  "  Have  you  ever  been  confirmed,  my  boy  ?  " 
Boy:  "I  don't  know  what  you  mean,  sir."  Parson: 
"  I  mean,  has  the  Bishop  ever  laid  his  hands  on  you  ?  '" 
Boy  :  "  No,  sir,  but  his  keepers  have  !  " 


A  FIRM  of  fishmongers  in  Sloane-street  this  week 
exhibited  a  monster  salmon,  reported  to  be  the  largest 
caught  this  season.  It  weighed  601b.,  measured  four 
feet  seven  inches  in  length,  was  thirty-five  inches 
round,  and  was  netted  in  the  Tay. 


OuB  esteemed  contemporary.  Punch,  thus  defines  a 
"  healthy  appetite."  Lady  (to  gardener) :  "  Have  you 
had  your  dinner,  John  ?  "  John  :  "  Not  yet,  mum ;  I 
mu  t  'eat  the  green'ouse  fust." 

****** 

This  reminds  me  that  on  one  occasion,  while  fishing 
in  Norfolk,  a  London  gentleman  was  about  to  partake 
of  dinner ;  good  food — the  very  best  of  everything — 
but  when  served  was  rather  cold.  Guest :  "  Look  'ere, 
this  dinner's  cold."  Waitress  :  "  Sir,  it  has  only  this 
moment  left  the  kitchen."  Guest:  "Never  mind; 
take  it  down  an'  'eat  it,  and  bring  it  up  when  it's  a 
little  'otter." 


On  Aug.  21,  Mr.  Harry  Joess,  pleasure  boat  pro- 
prietor, Llanfairfechan,  on  going  down  to  the  stake- 
net  he  had  previously  set  on  the  shore  ofi  the  town 
found  a  big  fish  in  the  water  on  the  shore  side  of  the 
net.  With  some  difficulty  he  secured  it,  and  found  it 
to  be  a  royal  sturgeon,  7ft.  Sin.  long,  3ft.  2in.  in  girth, 
and  1831b  in  weight.  He  informed  Custom-house 
Oflicer  Joyce,  of  Bangor,  who  came  down,  and  on 
behalf  of  the  Adrniralty  sold  it  to  him  for  6s.  He 
retailed  the  bulk  of  it  at  Is.  a  pound.  Though 
considerably  leas  in  size  than  the  monster  fish  captured 
a  few  weeks  ago  at  Talycefii,  it  was  a  very  large  one, 
and  it  is  curious  that  two  such  immense  fishes  should 
be  caught  in  these  waters  in  one  season,  as  they  are 
only  rarely  met  with, 


Lord  Roberts,  in  the  dedicatory  preface  which  ho 
has  contributed  to  the  new  sixpenny  edition  of  hia 
"  Rise  of  Wellington,"  published  by  Messrs.  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  says: — "That  our  troops  in 
South  Africa  have  been  persistently  villi fied  by  un- 
scrupulous traducers  must,  in  the  end,  raise  them  i 
the  estimation  of  their  countrymen,  for  the  moi. 
searching  the  light  that  is  thrown  on  their  actions, 
the  more  conspicuous  will  be  their  gallantry,  their 
humanity,  their  discipline,  and  their  honourablo 
dealings  towards  their  enemies." 


The  largest  edible  fish  is  a  fresh-water  monster  of 
the  sturgeon  variety  taken  in  the  Volga.  It  is  called 
the  beluga,  but  must  not  be  confounded  with  the  salt- 
water fish  of  the  same  name  which  Shetlandera  know 
as  the  "  white  elephant."  This  term  would  seem  to 
imply  that  the  beluga  proves  a  source  of  embarras 
ment  rather  than  gain  to  our  Northern  kinsfolk,  an  i 
indicates  that  its  toothsome  flavour  has  not  yet 
become  known  to  the  epicures  of  these  islands.  The 
Volga  leviathan  often  attains  a  length  of  20ft.,  and 
nearly  two  tons  in  weight. 


"Aplalo,"  in  the  Empire  Ileview  for  September, 
says: — "There  is  a  style  of  angling  for  that  sporticp 
fish  (bass)  in  tidal  estuaries.  The  boat  drops  up  witl 
the  tide  and  the  line  is  paid  out  ahead.  Properl 
managed,  there  is  room  in  the  particular  embouchm  c 
of  South  Devon  beside  which  I  live  for  half  a  score  of 
boats  to  fish  in  this  way  without  anyone  interfering 
with  any  other.  Improperly  managed,  two  boats  are 
one  too  many;  sport  is  hopelessly  spoilt  for  both,  and 
unless  one  of  them  will  go  home,  both  may  as  well  do 
so.  My  old  friend,  the  spoil-sport,  was  in  the  other 
boat  a  morning  or  so  ago,  and  only  his  boat  and  mine 
were  afloat.  There  was  thus  one  too  many.  He 
came  deliberately  over  my  line  just  as  I  was  negotia- 
ting a  heavy  fish.  He  knew  less  of  bass  fishing  than  a 
coal-heaver  knows  of  serpentine  dancing,  but  his 
ignorance  only  fired  his  zeal.  I  shouted  to  the 
malingerer  to  keep  his  boat  off  my  line.  '  Har  you 
speakin'  to  me  ? '  roared  the  infuriated  muddler. 
'  I  ham  I '  I  answered  ;  and  then  he  asked  whether 
the  river  belonged  to  me,  or  whether  he  was  free  to 
'  fish  '  in  it  as  well.  This  was,  of  course,  the  closure. 
With  a  person  who  could,  with  a  serious  face,  describe 
such  unholy  frolic  as  '  fishing '  there  was  clearly 
nothing  to  be  done.  I  never  yet  met  a  really  good 
fisherman  who  could  be  charged  with  interfering  in 
the  sport  of  others." 


Mr.  R.  Howard  Gibb8,  Clare  Cottage,  Cambridge, 
was  fined  £1  and  f  I  2s.  6d.  costs  for  fishing  without 
a  licence  in  the  river  Arrow  at  Kington  on  June  13. 
Philip  Morgan,  water  bailifi,  proved  the  case. 

When  the  moon's  in  her  quarters  the  tides  do  not  heap, 
And  being  so  little  we  call  them  all  neap; 
With  the  moon  at  the  new  or  the  full  in  the  sky, 
The  tides  we  name  spring  get  exceedingly  high. 
Near  March  and  September  still  more  so  they're  found 
For  sun  and  moon  stand  where  the  waters  abound ; 
If  nearest  the  earth  then  sweet  Luna  should  be 
The  greatest  of  all  the  year's  tides  we  may  see. 

Nbptunius. 


A  NUMBER  of  new  performances  have  been  intro- 
duced in  the  Royal  Aquarium  entertainments.  The 
programme  starts  with  a  conjuring  entertainment  at 
10.15  a.m.  and  throughout  the  day  there  are  over 
sixty  performances,  which  terminate  at  11.30  p.m. 


On  Aug.  21,  Mr.  John  Renwick,  Galashiels,  while 
fishing  with  minnow  in  the  Tweed,  near  Galafoot, 
landed  a  rather  unusual  fish,  which  has  been  preserved. 
The  fish,  which  belongs  to  the  trout  species,  turned  the 
scale  at  IJlb.,  and  is  beautifully  formed.  Its  body  is 
of  silvery  hue  like  the  salmon,  but  it  is  covered  all  over 
the  body,  tail,  and  fins  with  black  spots,  and  when  taken 
from  the  river  there  was  a  brown  line  along  the  centre 
of  each  side  of  the  body  like  copper  wire,  which  gave 
a  rainbow  appearance  to  the  fish.  The  eyes  were 
placed  forward  in  the  head  near  the  jaws,  and  another 
peculiarity  was  that  its  teeth  were  movable,  and 
altogether  different  from  those  of  the  common  yellow 
trout.  Old  anglers  who  have  examined  the  fish  say 
they  have  never  before  seen  a  similar  specimen.  The 
general  opinion  is  that  it  is  a  specimen  of  what  is 
known  as  the  rainbow  trout. 


"Within  a  mile  o'  Edinboro'  Toon" — no,  I  mean 
Dover  Toon.  Well  done,  Holbein  I  the  world  will 
applaud  your  pluck  and  endurance,  and  I  cherish  the 
hope  that,  with  better  luck  next  time,  you  will 
swim  right  up  to  the  doors  of  Dover  Town 
Hall  and  into  the  arms  of  some  waiting 
Hero.  You  deserve  such  a  reception  as  Leander  met 
with  after  his  little  trip  across  the  Hellespont.  My 
own  private  opinion  is  that  Holbein  would  have  done 
the  trick  easily,  only  he  turned  aside  now  and  then  to 
spot  some  fine  specimen  which  he  thought  would 
adorn  the  wall  of  the  B.S.A.S.  new  quarters. 

Pbagnet. 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  TJiursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  committee  of  the  Birmingham  Angling  Associa- 
tion are  hard  at  work  with  the  annual  excursion  and 
contest,  and  have  given  the  necessary  guarantee  to  the 
Midland  Railway  Company.  The  railway  and  contest 
tickets  are  now  ready  for  distribution,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  tackle-shops,  and  from  the  Birming- 
ham Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield,  any  Saturday  night 
previous  to  the  contest.  The  first  prize  vrill  be  £8 ; 
second  prize,  £6  ;  and  the  third  prize,  £4  ;  and  the  other 
prizes  in  proportion.  The  times  of  trains  and  other 
particulars  will  be  given  next  week.  The  Bacchus 
and  Railway  Tavern  Angling  Societies  have  combined 
for  the  purpose  of  running  a  special  excursion  to 
Worcester  by  rail  and  by  a  large  saloon  steamer  to 
Upton-on-Severn  on  Sept.  7th,  where  the  two 
clubs  will  fish  their  annual  contest.  The  clubs  have 
sold  over  300  railway  tickets  up  to  the  present  time, 
and  the  outing  looks  like  being  a  big  success.  The 
train  will  leave  Snow  Hill  at  7.45,  Hockley  7.50,  Soho 
7.55,  Handsworth  8,  and  Smethwick  Junction  at 
8.10  a.m.  The  steamer,  which  will  carry  500  pas- 
sengers, will  leave  Worcester  Bridge  thirty  minutes 
after  the  arrival  of  the  train.  The  railway  tickets  will 
be  2s.  9d.  and  the  boat  tickets  Is. ;  the  return  train  will 
leave-  Worcester,  Foregate-street,  at  7.45.  Railway 
and  boat  tickets  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Bob  Wilson, 
Railway  Tavern,  Park-road,  Hockley,  or  from  Mr. 
Whitby,  the  Grapes  Inn,  Bacchus-road,  Soho.  Those 
who  turned  out  on  Aug.  24  met  with  very  bad  weather  ; 
it  was  bright  in  the  morning,  which  induced  a  large 
number  to  turn  out,  but  in  the  afternoon  it  came  on 
to  rain,  and  those  who  were  not  in  reach  of  a  shelter 
were  wet  through.  Some  good  takes  of  fish  have 
been  had  from  private  waters  and  pools  that  are  open 
to  the  public.  I  have  heard  some  good  accounts  from 
White  Heath,  where  the  Tetford  Pool  is  situated. 
Mr.  Comley,  the  proprietor,  has  done  much  of  late  to 
make  the  pool  worthy  of  patronage,  the  fish  put  in 
last  year  have  done  well,  and  although  the  pool  lays 
in  the  heart  of  the  Black  Country,  it  has  been  made 
attractive  by  the  trees  and  shrubs  planted  round  it. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Notwithstanding  the  apparently  favourable  condi- 
tion of  the  waters,  sport  has  been  disappointing  in  the 
Fen  district  during  the  past  ten  days.  The  only  bream 
of  importance  that  have  been  taken  on  the  Witham 
have  come  from  the  lower  lengths  of  the  river,  one 
or  two  captured  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Grand 
Sluice  at  Boston  having  turned  the  scale  at  41b.  The 
cooler  weather  has  been  favourable  to  pike  fishermen. 
Quite  a  number  of  Deeping  anglers  have  been  trying 
their  luck  on  the  Welland.  During  the  week,  Mr. 
Thorpe  landed  one  of  91b. ;  Mr.  Sharpe,  two,  weighing 
91b.  and  61b.  respectively;  and  Mr.  Fisher,  eight, 
averaging  about  41b.  apiece.  Roach  fishing  has  been 
pursued  with  only  a  moderate  amount  of  success. 
The  best  lots  of  fish  have  probably  been  creeled  on  the 
lower  lengths  of  the  South  Forty-foot,  but  the  bags 
have  not  been  nearly  so  weighty  as  they  were  three 
weeks  ago. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  is  now  very  good  both  on  the  river  Hull  an  d 
its  tributaries,  and  during  the  week  large  roach  and 
bream  have  been  taken  in  various  parts  of  the 
river.  Some  good  catches  have  also  been  made  in 
the  Leven  Canal,  and  both  chub  and  bream  of  21b. 
and  31b.  each  taken ;  sport  on  the  Market  Weighton 
canal  also  continues  good  both  at  Broomfleet,  Newport, 
and  above  Sodhouse  Lock.  The  Universal  Angling 
Association  held  their  "  Hartley "  complimentary 
match  on  Aug.  21  on  the  river  Anchobne,  near  Brigg, 
and  had  some  very  fair  sport ;  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow 
weighing  in  61b.  8Joz.  for  first  prize,  and  Mr. 
Prank  Carle  61b.  3oz.  for  second,  whose  catch 
included  a  good  roach  of  lib.  9oz.  Sport  on  the 
river  Ludd  has  also  been  very  fair  during  the 
week.  The  Hull  Corporation  Angling  Club  visited 
Thoresby  Bridge  to  decide  their  third  match,  Mr.  S. 
Grayson  securing  the  first  prize  with  a  little  over  41b. 
of  fish,  and  during  the  match  one  of  the  members, 
Mr.  T.  Callaghan,  caught  a  nice  perch  that  scaled 
lib.  3Joz. ;  and  on  the  same  day  Mr.  R.  Sowden,  of 
the  Grimsby  West  End  Association,  whilst  fishing 
with  maggots  near  Fulstow  Bridge,  caught  a  roach 
that  scaled  21b. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  result  of  the  competition  of  the  Chorley  and 
District  Centre  of  the  N.A.A.,  in  which  seventy  rods 
competed,  is  a  little  disappointing  as  regards  weights, 
otherwise  it  was  enjoyable.  Out  of  seventeen  prizes 
thirteen  go  to  Horwich,one  toChorley,twoto  Abendun, 
and  one  to  Adlington.  Mr.  J.  Hilditch  heads  the  list. 
The  champion.ship  medal  competition  of  the  Warring- 
ton Anglers'  Association  last  Saturday  attracted  a  good 
entry,  and  after  a  keen  contest  Mr.  S.  Thomas 


secured  the  verdict  with  a  moderate  weight — lOJoz. 
Some  splendid  perch  and  rudd  have  been  turned  into 
the  BoUin  from  a  local  water  within  the  last  few  days. 
So  many  were  netted  that  it  was  impossible  to  attempt 
to  count  them.  The  silver  cup  of  the  Warrington 
Working  Men's  Angling  Society  was  won  by  Mr. 
T.  Robinson  with  lib.  15oz. ;  sixty  rods  competed. 
The  Victoria  Hall  Angling  Society  and  the  Little 
Hulton  Piide  Angling  Society  are  both  contesting 
for  prizes  in  the  Bridgewater  Canal  to-day,  the 
former  at  Astley  and  the  latter  at  Boothstown. 
The  Standard  Mower  Angling  Society  have  sent  out 
the  preliminary  notice  of  an  open  match  for  Sept.  20, 
when  £5  will  be  ofiered  in  prizes.  The  Bollin  is  fishing 
well,  but  as  to  our  other  rivers  little  can  be  said  of 
a  cheerful  nature.  Liverpool  anglers  are  still  in 
evidence,  with  any  amount  of  enthusiasm.  To  attempt 
any  notice  of  their  doings,  apart  from  a  general 
appreciation,  is  beyond  the  limited  space  allotted  to 
these  notes. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

A  party  of  rods  from  this  city  now  in  Ireland  for  a 
fortnight  do  not  write  in  very  exciting  terms  of  their 
doings.  Rough  weather  prevented  much  outdoor 
enjoyment  one  day,  and  nine  eels  (lib.  each)  and  a 
few  other  fish  for  a  second  day  is  not  very  satis- 
factory. A  third  day,  fifty  perch  and  thirteen  trout ; 
the  day  after,  thirty-six  perch  and  twelve  trout ; 
and  this  return  for  a  twenty-four  hours'  journey 
is  a  disappointment  for  half-a-dozen  rods.  For 
fear  of  creating  another  subject  for  a  grievance 
I  will  not  mention  this  place  in  co.  Donegal. 
A  party  of  the  Union  Chapel  Angling  Society,  touring 
with  rod  and  cycle  in  Shropshire,  report  a  good  time 
and  good  sport.  Next  week  they  complete  their 
championship  competition  at  Irlam.  The  Stag 
Anglers  have  decided  to  fish  their  second  contest  at 
Crowle.  The  Salford  Socials  presented  their  prizes  at 
a  smoker  at  headquarters,  and  had  the  pleasure  of 
entertaining  Councillors  Hampson  and  Whittle.  The 
programme  was  greatly  indebted  to  the  Salford  Glee 
Club  for  its  excellence  and  interesting  variety. 
The  Welcome  Angling  Society  have  decided  to  fish 
their  final  at  Torksey;  the  prizes  will  include  the 
chairman's  gold  medal  for  heaviest  fish.  The  second 
match  of  the  Bradford  Total  Abstinence  Society  was 
a  big  event,  forty-five  rods  competing ;  Mr.  E.  Darby 
won  first  honours  with  8|oz.  The  result  of  the  Open- 
shaw  Centrals  match  is  a  pleasing  one.  Two  weights 
over  21b.  and  five  over  lib.  at  Althorpe  will  give  this 
place  a  lift  up,  as  all  the  seventy-four  rods  took  fish  and 
the  thirty-five  prizes  were  awarded  for  good  weights. 
Mr.  G.  Beddows  heads  the  list  with  21b.  IQIdz. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  again  fined  down,  and  as  the 
weather  has  been  of  a  more  settled  character  anglers 
have  been  out  in  stronger  force  than  previously. 
At  Holme  Pierrepont,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  W. 
Snowden,  using  worm,  caught  a  grand  lot  of 
barbel,  chub,  dace,  and  roach ;  and  a  substantial 
bag  of  roach  and  bream  was  shown  from  the  Weston 
waters  by  Mr.  J.  Truswell  and  Mr.  J.  Birken. 
On  Monday  the  latter  excelled  at  Shardlow  amongst 
roach  and  dace,  and  he  also  hooked  and  landed  on 
extremely  light  tackle  a  handsomely-marked  barbel  of 
4  Jib.  The  fish  took  one  grain  of  creed  wheat  on  a 
No.  12  hook,  and  showed  rare  fight.  Mr,  F.  W.  K. 
Wallis  has  been  amongst  roach  on  the  Pride  of  Derby 
Club's  preserves  above  Sawley  Bridge,  and  on 
Monday  your  correspondent  creeled  a  fair  number 
above  Cavendish  Bridge.  Mr.  J.  Hines,  of  the 
City  Piscatorials,  has  had  several  capital  days 
amongst  roach  on  the  Barton  and  Atten- 
borough  stretch,  on  which,  on  Aug.  21,  a  competition 
in  connection  with  the  society  was  decided.  The 
conditions  were  of  the  pegged  down  order,  time  limit, 
three  hours.  Twenty-one  engaged,  and  after  an  interest- 
ing match  it  was  found  that  Mr.  F.  Hewson  had  won 
premier  honours;  Mr.  J.  Clements  carried  off  the 
second  prize ;  Mr.  W.  Roper  the  third ;  and  Mr.  J. 
Portescue  the  fourth,  with  Mr.  E.  Winterbottom 
close  up  fifth.  On  the  Weston  section  Mr. 
A.  W.  Shelton  has  taken  a  variety  of  perch 
and  eels,  and  his  son.  Master  C.  W.  Shelton, 
has  distinguished  himself  by  hooking  and  landing  a 
very  fine  tench  of  21b.  2oz.  In  the  Kegworth  district 
Mr.  U.  WooUey,  of  that  populous  place,  has  caught 
twenty  perch,  several  of  which  averaged  lib.  each, 
whilst  one  weighed  21b.  9Joz.  Mr.  WooUey  has  also 
secured,  amongst  other  bream,  an  exceptional  specimen 
of  51b.  12oz. ;  the  perch  is  being  set  up. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Upton-on-Severn  A.S.  had  a  contest  in  their 
club  water,  Hanley  Quay.  Mr.  W.  Jones  won  first 
prize,  Mr.  J.  Gibbs  second,  Mr.  H.  Jones  third,  Mr. 
H.  Oakley  fourth.  The  Upton  Star  A.S.  had  a  contest 
on  the  same  day  some  two  miles  lower  down  the 
river,  Mr.  P.  James,  jun.,  being  first,  Mr. 
F.  Patey  second,  Mr.  W.  Hughes  third.  The  St. 
John's  (Worcester)  Club  had  a  contest  on 
Thursday  afternoon  in  the  Tome  at  Leigh  Court. 
Result:— Mr.  E.  Salter,  Ist ;  Mr.  J.  Stokes,  2nd 


(president) ;  and  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs,  3rd.  The  event 
of  the  year  to  the  Worcester  Anglers,  the  Inter-Club 
contest,  came  off  on  Saturday  afternoon  under  most 
unfavourable  conditions  in  the  Avon,  at  Wyre  Piddle. 
There  was  a  solid  downpour  of  rain  all  the  morning, 
and  the  river  had  risen  over  a  foot  during  the  previous 
night,  still  comparatively  few  members  were  absent. 
Sport  was  very  slow,  and  only  twelve  out  of  the 
twenty-one  prizes  were  won ;  and  a  bye-contest  will 
be  arranged  to  fish  for  the  remainder.  The  M.P.'s 
prize,  cash  from  the  Association  and  silver  medal,  was 
won  by  Mr.  E.  Hill  (Working  Men's  club) ;  2nd,  H. 
Knight,  Mayor's  prize  and  cash  (same  club) ;  3rd,  Mr. 
S.  Griffiths  (Malvern  Club) ;  4th,  Mr.  Ketteringham ; 
5th,  P.  Thomas  ;  6th,  Mr.  J.  Murphy  (Working  Men) ; 
7th,  P.  Powell ;  8th,  W.  Hartland  (Sabrina) ;  9th,  A. 
Daffy;  10th,  T.  Dolphin  (York  House);  11th,  W. 
Cosnett  (Berkeley  Arms) ;  12th,  G,  Leach  (City  Club) ; 
The  Worcester  City  Club  contest  in  the  Leigh  Court 
portion  of  the  Teme  was  a  success  in  every  way ;  Mr. 
T.  Birback  won  first  prize,  Mr.  J.  Stokes  second,  and 
L.  P.  Higgs  third.  Trout  and  grayling  have  given 
little  sport  this  week  in  any  of  the  waters.  Some  good 
individual  catches  were  had  at  Upton  on  Aug.  24  by 
Messrs.  W.  Woodward,  H,  Jones,  A.  Coombe, 
Walton,  and  G.  Weston ;  and  during  the  week 
P.  James,  jun.,  several  big  catches.  At  Pixham  Mr. 
H.  Price  caught  forty  good  dace  and  six  chub  at 
Kempsey.  Catches  of  8  to  121b.  at  Holt  Fleet.  Mr. 
Sid  Hooper,  of  the  Arboretum  Club,  12Jlb.  of  roach, 
and  below  Worcester  Bridge  a  youth  caught  among 
other  fish  a  roach  lib.  6oz.  with  paste,  and  another 
juvenile  angler,  named  Freeman,  a  fine  chub  3Jlb. 
and  a  brace  of  perch  weighing  3Jlb.  Mr.  Lewis  three 
good  bream  above  Camp  Weir,  heaviest  31b.  lOoz  ;  A. 
Williams,  seven  chub,  101b.  3oz. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  York  and  District  Amalgamation  of  Anglers 
held  their  first  sweepstakes  of  the  season  at  Water 
Pulford  a  few  days  ago.  The  conditions  were  not  of 
the  best,  as  about  two  and  a  half  feet  of  fresh  water  and 
a  very  strong  wind  were  experienced.  W.  Smith  was 
first  with  21b.  15|oz.  of  fish ;  W.  Henderson,  with 
half  an  ounce  less,  second  ;  R.  Gowthorpe,  2lb.  7Joz  , 
third ;  N.  Hardcastle,  21b.  5oz. ;  and  J.  Johnson, 
21b.  2|oz.  The  Yorkshire  Herald  Angling  Club 
fished  their  third  and  principal  match  at  Whel- 
drake  on  Aug.  23.  There  was  a  little  fresh  in  the 
Derwent,  rain  having  fallen  heavily  earlier  in  the 
day,  and  a  big  tide  was  running.  Twenty-six  com- 
petitors were  present,  and  all  excepting  four  caught 
fish,  but  sport  had  been  slow  and  the  weigh  in  showed 
but  modest  results.  The  winners  were  headed  by 
W.  Wyrill;  J.  Mennell,  E.  Foote,  and  E.  Taylor 
being  the  next  in  order.  The  special  for  the 
largest  eel  went  to  W.  Wyrill,  that  for  the 
largest  fish  to  E.  Taylor,  and  for  the  largest 
flounder  to  R.  Oglesby.  The  Tadcaster  Angling 
Association  held  their  annual  home  match,  sixty-five 
members  fishing  for  about  thirty-five  prizes.  The 
first  and  silver  cup,  presented  by  Mrs.  H.  Bromet, 
went  to  W.  Waites,  21b.  12oz.  The  Fitzwilliam 
Angling  Club  have  held  a  "  rovers'  match "  at 
Multon,  the  catches  being  very  light.  H.  Read,  lljoz., 
was  first.  The  Harrogate  Angling  Association  held 
their  annual  match  at  Walshford  Bridge,  when  W. 
Oliver,  Leeds,  carried  off  the  cup  and  gold  medal  with 
41b.  ISJoz.  The  Ure  at  Aldborough  was  the  locale  of 
the  Knaresborough  Association.  The  prize  and  cup 
fell  to  W.  Taylor,  with  21b.  7oz. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  generally  calm  and  bright, 
and  angling  on  the  lakes  has  not  furnished  the  sport 
expected.  On  Waterville  lake  sea-trout  have  been 
rising  short  during  the  week,  and  the  takes  on  the 
whole  have  been  unsatisfactory.  Brown  trout  rose 
well  at  times,  but  no  salmon  were  had.  On  the  Kerry 
rivers  sport  has  been  backward  at  salmon  on  all  the 
principal  waters,  but  fair  sport  has  been  had  at  sea- 
trout  on  the  waters  that  hold  those  fish.  On  the 
Killarney  waters  matters  have  been  much  below  the 
mark,  while  at  Glenoar  and  Caragh  very  little  has 
been  done.  Rain  has  fallen,  however,  and  the  prospects 
are  better.  On  the  Cork  rivers  fair  sport  has  been  had. 
Salmon  are  numerous,  and  with  more  rain  sport 
should  improve.  On  all  the  late  rivers  in  Cork  and 
Kerry  salmon  have  come  up  in  good  numbers,  and 
sea  angling  has  been  productive  of  good  sport 
around  the  coasts.  Large  numbers  of  pollack, 
gurnard,  and  mackerel  were  had,  and  at  time  of  writing 
whiting  are  giving  fine  sport  at  several  stations. 
Scad,  or  horse  mackerel,  are  more  numerous  than  for 
many  years  past.  Bass  are  giving  sport  at  many 
points,  red  rubbers  being,  in  the  absence  of  live  sana- 
eels,  the  best  lure.  The  whiting  this  season  appear  to 
be  unusually  large,  but  those  fish  have  not  bsen  taking 
as  well  as  usual  at  this  time.  Rack  fishing  is  now  iq 
full  swing  on  the  south-western  and  western  coasts, 
and  good  sport  appears  to  be  the  rule  everywhere,  the 
fish  had  being  principally  wrasse  and  black  pollack, 
with  an  occasional  bass. 
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SALMON  FISHING. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Lough  Anupe,  CroUy  River  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 


Best  and  cheapest  fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal  High- 
lands, within  10  miles  of  Eailway  Station. 
Over  100  lakes.  Splendid  Mountain  and 
Coast  Scenery.  Sea  Fishing.  Good  Hotel 
Accommodation,  &c. — Terms  and  full 
particulars  from  S.  Hanlon,  C.P.S., 
Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


ROSSES,  CROLLY  AND  LOUGH  ANURE 
FISHERY. 


HAN^  I-i  O  N'S 
PRIVATE  HOTEL, 

Dunffloe,   co.  Donegal. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL,  KILREA,  co.  DERRY. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments, 
accommodation,  and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths  ; 
Billiards  ;  Suites  of  Rooms  ;  Vehicles  ;  Boats. 
New  Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers' 
board,  9/-  per  day.— Address,  Miss  McCallum, 
Manageress.   


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Egrg-esford,  North  Devon. 

SHOOTING  and  FISHING  FREE  to 
HOTEL  GUESTS.  Twenty  miles  pre- 
served water — Mid  Taw  and  Little  Dart. 


WILLIAM  LITTLEWORTH,  Proprietor. 


MAELOQ  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CROES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 
Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  i'isbing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
river  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


LAIRG,  N.B. 

SUTHERLAND  ARMS  HOTEL 

Famed  for  its  Brown  Ti-out  and  Ferox  Angling 
on  Lochs  Shin,  Fuarloch,  Beannoch  and  various 
other  waters ;  also  Salmon  and  Grilse  on  River 
Shin.  Being  beautifully  situated  amidst  grand 
Bcenery  at  east  of  Loch  Shin,  it  is  much 
frecjuented  by  health  and  pleasure  seekers  from 
all  parts.  Postal  and  telegraphic  offices  next 
door.    'Bus  attends  all  trains. 

WM.  WALLACE,  Proprietor 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandshire,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  McINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  coimty,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
piivate  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
omce  and  Resident  Doctor. 


:B0RI>E  Ft  ESK, 
Laneholm. 

riSniNG  QUARTERS: 

ESKDALE  HOTEL 

(Temperance). 
BEND    FOR  TARIFF. 

WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor 


ESTABLISIIKD  1837. 

NEW  BOOKS,  OLD  BOOKS,  RARE  BOOKS 

Also  out-of-print  publications.  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  <fec.    Every  number  of  "  THK  Pun 

LISIIKK'H  CiROULAIl  ANll  BoOKSKLLKRS'  RUCOKD 
(pnl)liHhed  every  Ji'riday,  price  14'/.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  "  JSooks  Wanted, "  an<l 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prosi)cctn9 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  pdst-card  reiiuest  for  it  to  the 
I'roprietors  of  the  I'uhliKlicrH'  Circular,  St, 
i>unstau's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  £.C. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


zy. 

Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.     En  pension  terms 
only  lOSt  6cl.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vymwy,  Osweatry. 


GOOD  LAKE  AND  RIVER 
FISHING 

(Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  Eels) 
at  a  nominal  cost. 

SWAN  HOTEL 

THORNTHWAITE,  KESWICK. 

Three  minutes  from  lake.  Splendidly  situated  j 
one  of  the  finest  views  in  lake  district  from  the 
hotel.  Terms,  6«.  (id.  per  day,  or  2  guineas  per 
week.    Special  terms  for  fishermen. 


4^  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTELp 


ALL  PRESEBVED,  on  river  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  BEST  in  Wales. 
Report  for  District,  1900  and  1901,  averag'e  83  Salmon.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales 
on  draught  and  in  bottle.  Billiards  and  Posting. 

Inclusive  Terms,  9s.  a  day.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


loieljenliuni,  Woicestersnire. 


HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 
FREE  FISH 


ING 
in 


for  Visitors 
Hotel. 


staying 


LOCH  KATRINE— STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated  in  the  heart 
of  Rob  Roy's  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Gregor  being  in  close  proximity, 
and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  fishing  is  free  on  loch  Katrine,  loch  Chon,  and 
several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel  ;  excellent  boats  and  experienced  boatmen  are 
kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and  Trossachs 
and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or  by  Aberfoyle 
and  Trossachs  and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and  steamers  by  these 
routes  during  the  season.   Post  and  telegraph  office  in  hotel. 

DONALD  FERGUSON,  Proprietor, 


CXJLAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire ;  or  MacBrayne's  hoat  from 
Glasgow  on  Mondays.  Wires  :  "  Culag, 
Lochinver."  John  Mackenzie. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  TAY,  KILLIN,  N.B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges : 
£1  per  Salmon,  Fishing  opened  15th 
January,  For  Boats,  apply  to  H.  3, 
Maisby,  Killin  Hotel,  Eillin, 


OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

Via  Lairg,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLER'S  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Ferox.  Fishing  on  lochs  Shin,  Grian,  Merkland, 
and  Gorm.  Also  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing. 
Boats  and  experienced  gillies.   Posting,  &c. 

DUNCAN  MACKAY. 
Total  season  1895,  sixty  days'  fishing  for  one 
rod,  2,206  fish,  weighing  1,126  lb.    Last  season's 
catch,  over  10,000  fish. 


GRAHAM  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Longtown,  Cumberland. 

First-class  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Every  Comfort.    Charges  Moderate. 


SPLENDID  TROUT  &  SALMON  FISHING-RIVER  ESK. 

The  Proprietor,  having  obtained  a  Private 
Stretch  with  exclusive  right  on  both  sides,  is 
open  to  Let  a  limited  number  of  Rods  per  Day, 
Week,  Month,  or  otherwise,  to  Anglers  stay- 
ing at  the  Hotel  or  elsewhere.  Particulars 
and  Scale  of  (Iharj^cs  on  application.  A  fair 
number  of  Spring  Salmon  are  genornlly 
caught,  and  the  Sea  Trout  and  Ilerling 
Fishing  all'ords  first-rate  sport  in  August. 
September  and  October  are  the  best  Salmon 
months. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Proprietor. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  SIXQSBBIDGE,   S.  DEVON 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance, 
8s.  6d.  per  day.  FISHING  for  Pike, 
Perch  and  Rudd,  Including  boats  and  bait, 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor, 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Bendon,  JUiddleaex, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  Btatioui.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizss  OF  FISH. 

Bream,  10  Incli. 
Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  inch. 


Pike,  18  Inch. 

Chub,  7  inch. 

Budd,  6  Inch. 

Tench,  8  inch. 
Bottom  Fishing 
Jack  Fishing 


Gudgeon,  1  Inch. 

per  day  1/0 
  2/6 


THE  CELEBRATED 

FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

OUT  OF  SIGHT  AND  SOUND  OF  RAILWAYS, 


An  ideal  spot.     Close  to  Rindhead,  with  most 
charming  surroundings. 

Boatinff,  Pitntinff,  and  Sailing  on  own 
I'rirale  Lake  in   front  of  Hotel 
It  miles  in  Circumference, 

EXCELLENT  FISHING  on  LAKE  or  STREAM 

FAMOUS  FOR  AUTUMN^ft  WINTER  PIKE  FISHING 

About  1000  acres  of  Good  Mixed  Shootin 
available  to  residents. 


Board  and  Residence  from  3  gs.  per  week 
Inclusive.   Everything  supplied  of  Best 
Possible  Quality.  Moderate  Prices. 

Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 


Tariff  fortcarded  on  application, 

G,  A.  W.  GKIFFI'I'HS,  Proprietor. 
Tvkiirainii:  "OritUths,  Frensham  Pond,  Surrey. 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Particu- 
lars on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Eael  of  Cabnabvoh 
(rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HABT  HOTEL 

RINQWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coan*; 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  vislton 
in  Hotel  at  6«.  per  day.  Billiards ;  Poatlng ; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters  of  C.T.O.i ' 
&c.— Address,  Pkoprietok.  ' 


RAILWAY  HOTEL,, 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Tront,  i 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland — Lough* 
Mask  and  Carra.  ITie  lakes  are  only  1^  mile* 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own , 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater> 
ing  and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Tennif 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor.  ^ 


LOCHMADDY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  UI8T. 

Best  Fishing  in  Hebrides  for  Salmon/ 
Sea  and  Brown  Trout.  Over  SO  lochs. 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  from 
25th  February  till  end  of  October. 
Excellent  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  on  all 
lochs.  Drawing  and  smoking  rooms. 
Hot,  cold,  and  salt  water  baths.  Posting. 
Daily  mails  via  Oban,  Mallaig,  and  Inver- 
ness. Telegraph  office.  Good  golf  course 
short  drive  from  Hotel. 

D.  MACFADYEN. 


IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

DOVEDALE,  ASHBOURNE, 

The  old-established  fishing  quarters  for 
Anglers  on  the  Dove  and  Manifold, 
Upwards  of  7  miles  of  water.  The  Hotel 
has  been  recently  refurnished  throughout. 
Write  for  illustrated  tariff  to 

WM.  EVANS. 

GOOD  FREE  FISHING  IN  RIVER 
AND  LOCH. 


Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Trout,  Pike  and  Perch. 

BOARD -RESIDENCE,  CARTREFLE, 
LOCH  MABEN,  N.B. 

Visitors  in  Miss  Eutherfurd's  Estab- 
lishment have  the  privilege  of  fishing 
five  miles  of  the  Annan. 


THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

or  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

Can  be  obtained  from  the  PublUhers, 
Price  8s.  6d. 

Loudon :  3 AVISOS  Low,  Maksion  <fi  Qo.,  Lil*- 
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^ofcs  from  lf)e  Woxil). 

The  nets  are  ofi.  The  Tay  system  closed  a  week 
kgo,  and  the  Dee,  Don,  and  some  eighty  odd  districts 
)n  Tuesday  at  nightfall.  The  last  three  weeks  were 
nost  prolific  to  the  netter. 

Another  fine  fish  was  caught  on  the  Dee  last  week, 
)n  the  very  last  station  and  almost  within  an  ace  of 
sscape  up  the  river.  It  scaled  351b.,  and  was  got  in 
Mr.  Garrow's  drag  net.  Another  of  331b.  was  caught 
frith  the  following  tide. 


The  highest  price  realised  for  salmon  last  year  was 
}s.  7Jd.  per  pound  got  for  two  fish — the  only  two  on 
the  Aberdeen  market  slabs  at  the  time — and  the  lowest 
figure  last  week  when  fish  were  seDing  at  lid.  per 
pound.  The  average  over  the  season  was  Is.  6d.  to 
Is.  8d.  per  pound. 


The  moment  the  floods  come  on  the  Tay  the  back- 
ed anglers'  prospects  of  a  good  autumn  fishing  will 
be  fully  assured.  They  have  not  been  so  bright  for 
fifteen  years. 


The  Don  and  Deveron  are  both  yielding  good  results, 
»nd  now  that  the  nets  are  oS  sport  will  be  brighter 
than  ever.  Up  till  now  few  fish  have  been  got  on  the 
Dee,  but  comparatively  few  have  been  trying  for  them. 

On  the  Fasnadaroch  Dinnet  water,  Captain  Tillard, 
R.N.,  had  two  last  week  with  sand-eel  bait ;  while  Mr. 
ind  Miss  Coates  and  party,  on  Glentana  water,  have 
tiad  one' or  two  lately. 


H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of  Fife  was  on  the  river  on 
Friday  (Aug.  22)  and  had  "first  blood"  for  the  season 
ji  a  beauty  of  8ib.  She  creeled  another  on  Saturday 
Aug.  23)  of  101b, 


Her  Eoyal  Highness  prefers  the  fly,  and  her 
'avourite  lures  are  the  Mar  Lodge,  Gordon,  Eagle,  and 
ipper  Dee  lures  dressed  on  heavy  hooks.  But  on 
jccasion  she  enjoys  a  spin  with  a  minnow  or  other 
ure  equally  when  the  water  is  out  of  order  for  the  fly. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  came  north  on  Monday 
Doming  (Aug.  25),  and  is  now  dividing  his  time 
wtween  deer- stalking,  grouse  driving,  and  salmon 
ishing  till  the  arrival  of  the  King,  Queen  and  Court 
jarty  a  few  days  hence. 


Beaufort  Castle,  on  the  Beauley,  was  the  scene  of  an 
listoric  meeting  last  week— the  welcome  home  and 
lisbanding  of  the  Lovat  Scouts.  Some  3000  people 
;ave  them  a  right  hearty  highland  welcome.  Lord 
.nd  Lady  Tweedmouth,  Lady  Lovat,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
f'hipps  (America),  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brodie  and  others 
issiated  at  the  function. 


Another  great  event  took  place  in  Aberdeen  when 
he  citizens  en  masse  turned  out  in  their  thousands 
nd  tens  of  thousands  to  greet  General  Sir  George 
Vhite,  the  heroic  hero  of  Ladysmith,  who  had  come 
11  the  way  to  open  the  Gordon  Highlanders'  institute, 
t  was  a  triumphal  progress  through  the  city. 

The  Gordons,  from  Captain  Fairley,  their  local  head, 
ownwards,  are  keen  anglers  as  well  as  soldiers  of  the 
rst  water,  and  Sir  George  is  to  have  grouse  shooting 
nd  salmon  fishing  before  returning  south. 

Special  Scotch. 


RANDOM  NOTES  OF  AN  ANGLER. 


More  About  Tbout. 
As  we  all  have  noticed,  the  trout  has  a  great  dislike 
3  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun,  and  when  they  shine 
pon  him  he  retreats  within  the  shadow  of  an  old  piece 
f  submerged  driftwood,  a  boulder,  or  a  bunch  of 
quatic  weeds,  where  he  remains  motionless  until 
louds  begin  to  move  or  a  breeze  creates  a  ripple 
'hich  breaks  the  rays  and  throws  a  shadow  to  the 
ottom. 

The  angler  thus  finds  that  on  perfectly  smooth 
'ater  his  flies  fail  to  evoke  the  responses  that  he 
esires;  but  if  the  surface  is  stirred  by  the  breeze, 
36  trout  begin  to  rise  and  soon  accept  his  lure  with 
j^gerness. 


Although  the  reputation  of  tlio  trout  is  that  of  a 
ervous,  quick-moving  fish,  it  is  as  a  rule  quite  the 
antrary.  I  now  refer  to  those  fish  which  live  in  deep 
3ol8  and  in  the  "  still  water  "  of  rivers. 

Of  course,  it  has  its  periods  of  activity,  but  generally 
indolent  to  a  degree.  Scores  of  times  have  I  seen 
0  fish  moving  about  sluggishly,  loitering  on  or  near 
10  bottom,  and  apparently  without  any  energy  what- 
;er.   In  fact,  the  chub  and  suckers  in  the  .same  pool 

splay  much  greater  activity. 

fbis  opinion  is  based  on  long  observation  and  study 


of  them,  for  which  I  have  had  abundant  facilities,  and 
in  many  waters. 

This  sluggishness  of  the  trout  is  exhibited  in  all 
degrees  of  temperature  of  the  water,  and  is  not, 
therefore,  limited  to  the  summer  months.  Those  fish 
which  live  in  the  brooks  and  rapid  streams,  however, 
display  much  greater  activity. 

It  is  chiefly  owing  to  this  indolence  that  trout  fall 
easy  victims  to  their  many  enemies,  among  which  the 
otter  and  mink  are  most  destructive. 

The  otter  catches  with  perfect  ease  the  largest  trout 
in  the  deepest  water.  I  have  often  seen  one  swim  from 
the  shore,  dive  and  reappear  to  the  surface  within  a 
few  seconds,  holding  a  good-sized  trout  between  its 
teeth.  The  mink  is  even  more  voracious.  On  one 
occasion  I  saw  one  capture  five  nice  trout  in  less  than 
an  hour.  It  destroys  more  than  it  can  possibly  eat, 
and  seems  to  kill  for  the  sake  of  killing. 

Eels  also  capture  great  numbers  of  trout,  and  even 
the  great  snapping  turtle  occasionally  seizes  one  and 
mutilates  others  that  it  does  not  succeed  in  holding. 

Every  angler  has  at  times  taken  trout  with  large, 
deep  gashes  in  their  bodies  which  were  undoubtedly 
made  by  the  turtles.  Last  autumn  I  caught  three 
which  were  thus  mutilated,  and  one  of  them  had  a 
large  piece  of  its  body  torn  out  sufiiciently  deep  to  show 
the  viscera. 

Lamprey  eels  are  also  deadly  enemies  of  the  trout, 
and  in  some  waters  destroy  considerable  numbers. 
They  attach  themselves  by  their  sucking  disc  to  the 
trout  just  behind  the  gills,  and  the  unfortunate  victim 
is  soon  reduced  to  a  physical  wreck. 

I  once  captured  a  trout  which  in  good  normal 
condition  would  weigh  three  pounds,  but  which  was 
hardly  a  pound  in  weight,  it  having  been  an  unwilling- 
living  feast  for  a  lamprey  which  was  about  eight 
inches  in  length. 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  coloration  of  the 
trout  being  affected  by  the  bottom  of  the  water  in 
which  it  lives.  While  it  may  be  stated  that  the 
brighter  and  cleaner  the  bottom  the  brighter  will  be 
the  fish,  there  are  many  exceptions  to  this  as  a  rule. 

In  one  of  my  outings  I  had  some  excellent  fly-fishing 
in  an  old  abandoned  mill  pond  near  Malpecque,  P.  E.  I. 
This  pond  was  surrounded  by  a  moss-overgrown 
swamp,  in  which  there  were  here  and  there  scattered 
clumps  of  princess  pines,  stunted  firs,  and  hackmatacks. 

The  water  was  very  weedy,  and  the  bottom  was 
composed  of  disintegrated  red  sandstone,  such  as  the 
whole  island  consists  of,  over  which  was  a  layer  of 
mud  and  alluvium.  This  pond  was,  it  I  may  use  such 
a  hackneyed  expression,  alive  with  trout ;  they  came 
in  dozens  at  every  cast  of  the  fly,  and  our  limit  of 
three  dozen  was  soon  reached.  They  were  beautifully 
coloured  fish,  bright  almost  as  sea-trout,  although 
many  had  the  rich  coloration  that  the  trout  displays 
during  the  mating  season. 

I  was  greatly  surprised  to  find  such  brilliant  fish  in 
that  very  unattractive  water,  and  thought  that 
perhaps  there  was  some  outlet  by  which  they  could 
have  run  in  from  the  sea,  but  was  soon  convinced  to 
the  contrary ;  it  was  simply  one  of  the  many  forest 
ponds  such  as  are  scattered  through  the  Maritime 
Provinces.  Now,  though  those  fish  were  handsome 
to  look  at,  yea,  perfect  pictures  of  piscine  beauty,  they 
were  on  the  table  simply  atrocious.  Their  meat  was 
red,  it  is  true,  but  it  tasted  of  hackmatack,  moss, 
rotten  wood  and  leaves  most  disgustingly — one  mouth- 
ful was  enough. 

One  other  example  to  show  that  environment  does 
not  always  affect  the  coloration  of  trout.  Nearly 
fifty  years  ago  I  fished  a  small  brook  in  Milton,  Mass., 
which  ran  for  three  or  four  miles  through  swamps  and 
meadows  and  emptied  into  the  Pine  Tree  Brook,  so 
called,  which  found  an  outlet  in  the  Neponset  River. 
That  river  had  in  former  years  been  ascended  by  shad 
and  alewives,  but  at  the  period  mentioned  the  high 
dams  at  Milton  Lower  Falls  and  at  Mattapan,  which 
had  no  fishways,  shut  them  out.  It  is  more  thau 
probable  that  sea  trout  and  salmon  in  the  long  ago 
also  came  into  the  river,  but  it  must  have  been  years 
before  my  time,  certainly  none  could  have  ascended  to 
the  brook  for  years  before  I  fished  it ;  there  was  no 
chance  for  them  to. 

The  little  stream  was  like  hundreds  of  other  meadow 
brooks,  occasionally  two  or  three  feet  in  width,  but 
oftener  it  was  barely  wide  enough  to  permit  my  hook 
to  drop  into  the  water. 

Its  depth  varied  from  eight  or  nine  to  twenty  or 
more  inclies,  and  the  bottom  was  chiefly  alluvium, 
such  as  is  always  present  in  meadow  brooks  which 
have  but  very  little  current. 

At  many  points  the  banks  came  so  close  together 
that  there  was  barely  room  for  me  to  pull  out  a  fish. 


Lyra  Pisoatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flics,  Fishing  and 
Fislienneii.  liy  CoTSWOI.D  ISYS,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Hanily  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishint;,"  etc.  The  Field  says  :  "Cotswold  Isya  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  iioetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  deliglitful  volume."  'n\e  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "All  the  ijoems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  tlie 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco  '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  'J'he  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King-street,  Co  vent -garden,  at  the 
I  educed  price  of  2s.  (id. 


but,  of  course,  the  stream  widened  near  the  bottom, 
thus  affording  beneath  the  overhanging  banks  ideal 
lurking  places  for  the  trout.  I  fished  the  stream  for 
about  a  mile  of  its  length,  and  captured  twenty-three 
most  beautiful  fish.  There  were  no  small  ones,  the 
whole  number  being  about  of  a  size,  and  weighing 
about  ^Ib.  each.  Well,  these  trout  were  as  silvery 
bright  as  fresh-run  sea  trout,  which  my  old  friend, 
Dr.  Samuel  Cabot,  to  whom  I  presented  six  brace  of 
the  handsomest  ones,  at  first  declared  them  to  be, 
until  I  assured  him  that  by  no  possibility  could  they 
have  ascended  to  the  brook  from  the  ocean.  They 
were  delicious  fish,  and  as  red-meated  as  a  salmon, 
and  this  notwithstanding  they  had  been  taken  from 
most  unpromising  water,  both  as  to  quality  and 
temperature. 


While  it  is  ordinarily  a  delicate  feeder,  the  trout  is 
often  a  gross  one  in  the  extreme.  I  know  of  no  other 
fresh- water  fish  that  is  nearly  so  gluttonous.  Repeatedly 
have  I  seen  them  and  even  had  them  come  to  the  fly 
when  they  were  stuffed  to  repletion,  and  often  with  a 
good-sized  shiner  protruding  from  the  mouth,  which 
they  were  unable  to  swallow. 

I  once  opened  a  good-sized  trout  which  I  took  in 
the  Jacquet  River,  N.B.,  and  found  it  contained  seven 
average- sized  smelts,  and  have,  times  without  number, 
found  from  four  to  six  smelts,  minnows  or  shiners  in 
them. 

This  gluttonous  habit  is  well-known  to  the  Maine 
guides,  and  it  used  to  be  a  common  practice  with  them 
to  bait  certain  favourite  localities  in  the  lakes  by 
cutting  up  a  large  number  of  chub  and  dropping  them 
in  the  water.  The  trout  attracted  by  the  bloody 
"  chum  "  come  to  the  feast  in  considerable  numbers, 
and  they  haunt  the  spot  several  days,  gorging  them- 
selves with  the  bait  which  the  guides  from  time  to 
time  renew.  This  practice  used  to  be  considerably  in 
vogue,  but  whether  or  not  it  has  been  abandoned  I  do 
not  know. 

It  was  over  one  of  these  baited  spots  that  I  once 
assisted  in  making  a  somewhat  remarkable  catch  of 
large  trout.  My  old  friend.  Senator  Randall,  of 
Massachusetts,  and  I  had  reached  the  last  day  of  our 
outing  and  we  both  wanted  a  few  fish  to  take  home. 
It  was  early  in  the  season,  and  trolling  with  spinning 
minnows  was  about  the  only  method  by  which  the 
large  fish  could  be  taken.  As  I  did  not  care  particularly 
for  that  sport,  I  volunteered  to  row  the  boat  and  act 
as  guide  generally,  while  he  could  hold  the  rod  and 
enjoy  himself  to  his  heart's  content. 

We  did  not  meet  with  much  success  in  the 
Welokennebacook  Lake,  and  after  a  while  we  entered 
the  narrows  which  connected  this  lake  with  the  next 
one  in  the  celebrated  Rangeley  Chain,  where  I  cruised 
back  and  forth,  moving  up  the  narrows  gradually  at 
every  tack. 

At  length  as  the  boat  passed  the  outlet  of  a  small 
brook,  which  later  in  the  season  used  to  be  a  favourite 
locality  with  fly  fishermen,  my  friend's  line  received 
a  heavy  tug,  apparently  from  a  very  large  fish,  and 
striking  quickly  he  soon  was  reeling  in  a  "  whale,"  as 
he  excitedly  called  it.  When  the  fish  was  brought  to 
the  surface  I  plied  the  landing  net,  and  soon  the  prize, 
a  6-pounder,  was  placed  in  the  car  which  was  being 
towed  astern  of  the  boat.  Another  minnow  was  affixed 
to  the  hook  and  we  moved  on  again.  In  no  other  spot 
in  the  narrows,  however,  was  a  trout  to  be  found,  and 
as  we  had  been  so  fortunate  at  the  outlet  of  the  brook 
I  rowed  back  again  over  it,  and  as  soon  as  we  reached 
the  proper  spot  another  large  fish  was  struck  and 
successfully  landed. 

"  Here's  where  they  seem  to  live,"  exclaimed  Mr. 
Randall,  as  the  trout,  a  8J-pounder,  was  placed  in  the 
car.    "  Let's  try  'em  here  again." 

Well,  to  make  a  short  story  of  it,  we  caught  in  less 
than  two  hours  eleven  trout,  not  one  of  which  was 
ess  than  31b.  in  weight. 

"  We've  got  enough,"  said  my  friend,  as  he  laid  his 
rod  down  ;  "  let's  get  back  to  camp." 

As  I  was  about  to  resume  my  oars  a  boat  approached 
containing  two  fishermen  and  one  of  the  camp  guides. 
As  they  passed  us  I  saw  that  their  trolling  lines  were 
out.  T'hey  moved  along  slowly,  and  as  they  passed 
us  the  gaide  shook  his  fist  at  me  as  if  he  bore  me  a 
grudge.  I  did  not  take  any  notice  of  the  gesture  at 
the  time,  but  in  the  evening  as  we  assembled  in  the 
camp  I  asked  him  what  he  had  against  me. 

"Oh,  nothing  much,"  he  replied,  "only  for  three 
days  past  I  have  baited  that  place  where  you  took  all 
those  big  trout,  expecting  to  get  a  good  mess  for  my 
Lowell  party  who  go  home  to-morrow  ;  there  wasn't 
a  fish  left  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  you  captured  the 
whole  shooting  match.  We  found  only  two  or  three 
fish  left  after  you  got  through.  I  don't  bear  any  ill 
will,  but  if  you  can  spare  two  or  three  of  your  catch 
my  party  will  not  have  to  go  home  with  empty  hands." 

"  Of  course  we  will,"  replied  Mr.  Randall ;  "  it  was 
rather  a  good  joke  on  you,  although  it  certainly  was 
an  unintentional  one.  We  will  divide  with  them,  share 
and  share  alike.    Will  that  be  satisfactory  ?  " 

"  Of  course  it  will,  and  more,  too,  and  I  thank  you 
very  much  for  them." — Edward  A.  Samuels  in  Forest 
and  Stream. 


160 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


August  30,  1902 


Xetters  to  tbe  Ebltor. 

IWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


"NETTING  ON  LOUGH  CORRIB." 

Dea.e  Sir, — Absence  from  home  has  prevented  my 
making  earlier  application  for  the  hospitality  of  your 
columns  for  a  few  lines  in  regard  to  the  complaint 
about  the  netting  of  trout  on  Lough  Corrib.  That 
complaint  It  will  be  remembered  was  that  on  June  9 
four  members  of  a  party  staying  at  the  Mount  Gable 
Hotel)  Clonbur,  while  about  to  try  fly-fishing  on  Lough 
Gorrib  noticed  four  men  drawing  a  net  across  the  bay. 
Under  the  impression  that  these  men  were  poachers, 
they  rowed  towards  them  and  found  that  they  were 
netting  for  Lord  Ardilaun,  and  that  in  one  draw  of 
the  net  they  had  taken  trout  from  2Jlb.  to  Jib.  and 
no  salmon.  Knowing  that  efforts  were  being  made  to 
improve  the  trout  fishing  the  members  of  the  party 
considered  it  their  duty,  in  the  interests  of  sport,  to 
draw  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  these  eSorts 
were  being  minimised  by  the  salmon  netsmen. 

Hence  the  letter  which  appeared  in  your  issue  of 
June  28  signed  by  Messrs.  W.  Bailey,  Guy  de  Maupas, 
R.  E.  P.  Pawkes,  and  myself.  This  letter  drew  from 
Mr.  Doig,  the  secretary  of  the  Oortib  Fishery  Associa- 
tion, the  pronouncement  that  our  complaint  was 
"  based  on  false  statements  received  from  boatmen, 
coupled  with  the  one  fact  that  two  trout  were  taken 
in  a  net  while  hauling  for  salmon."  The  reply  to  this 
was  that  the  information  was  derived  from  personal 
observation,  and  that  the  number  of  trout  taken  in 
one  haul  of  the  net  was  nearer  twenty  than  two — a 
rather  striking  commentary  on  Mr.  Doig's  contention 
that  trout  do  not  frequent  these  bays  I  Into  the 
personal  element  introduced  by  Mr.  Doig,  that  none 
of  ithose  who  complained  of  the  netting  were  sub- 
scribers to  the  Coriib  Fisheries  Association,  I  have 
no  desire  to  enter.  Three  of  the  gentlemen  were 
paying  the  district  a  first  visit,  and  doubtless  they, 
like  myself,  will  not  overlook  the  financial  claims  of 
the  association  to  which  Mr.  Doig  is  rendering  such 
good  service. 

But  the  question  of  netting  is  of  general  interest  to 
all  who  desire  to  see  the  best  use  made  of  such  a 
magnificent  sheet  of  water  as  Lough  Corrib.  It  is 
annoying  to  anglers  who  know  that  efforts  are  being 
made  to  improve  trout  fishing  in  the  lough  to  see  or 
hear  of  the  havoc  that  is  played  amongst  the  trout  by 
salmon  netsmen.  This  arises  largely  from  the  custom 
prevalent  in  Ireland  of  allowing  netsmen  to  retain  all 
fish  other  than  salmon,  and  when  this  is  done  on  a 
lough  where  trout  are  supposed  to  be  preserved,  it  is 
only  anglers  who  can  complain  as  netsmen  are  not 
likely  to  do  so. 

Cannot  a  system  similar  to  that  adopted  at  Kil- 
larney  be  more  generally  utilised  ?  There,  I  believe, 
it  is  arranged  that  netsmen  receive  one-third,  the 
riparian  owner  one-third,  and  that  one-third  is  set 
apart  for  outlay  in  repairing  boats,  nets,  etc.  No 
trout  are  allowed  to  be  taken  by  netsmen. 

In  regard  to  this  matter  I  have  no  axe  to  grind.  I 
have  fished  most  of  the  famous  continental  waters,  but 
none  of  these  I  consider  equal  to  Lough  Mask,  or  to 
what  Lough  Corrib  might  be  made.  The  lake  fisheries 
of  Ireland  are  an  important  national  asset,  and  any- 
thing that  can  be  done  to  improve  them  in  the  interests 
of  sport  will  be  a  more  fruitful  source  of  national 
revenue  than  the  wasteful  methods  which  now  prevail 
in  many  quarters.  Hoping  that  permanent  good  will 
result  from  this  correspondence,  I  am,  yours  truly, 

Keighley.  Sam.  W.  Wells. 


FISHING  IN  JAPAN. 
Deae  Sib, — I  was  much  astonished  on  turning  to 
"  Japan  "  in  the  "  Angler's  Diary  "  of  last  year  to  find 
so  little  in  reference  to  fishing  in  this  country,  and 
that  little  to  be,  not  only  inaccurate,  but  entirely 
misleading.  Of  the  nine  lines  devoted  to  Japan,  only 
twenty-nine  words  refer  to  fresh-water,  and  it  is 
scarcely  possible  to  cram  a  greater  amount  of  error  into 
so  small  a  space.  The  words  are ;  "  The  streams  of 
the  interior  contain  a  trout-like  fish,  which  the 
Japanese,  who  are  expert  anglers,  catch  with  native- 
made  flies  ;  but  it  is  impostible  to  get  leave."  This  is 
called  "  General  lufoimation."  What  its  value  is  I 
will  proceed  to  show,  being  induced  to  do  so  by  the 
idea  that  of  the  many  thousands  who  vifcit  this  country 
those  keen  on  fishing  might  be  inclined  to  add  to 
their  impedimenta  a  couple  of  rods  and  the  necessary 
tackle.  In  dissecting  the  "General  Information,"  I 
will  take  the  last  sentence  first — "  it  is  impossible  to 
got  leave."  To  this  I  have  only  to  say  that  I  have 
fished  in  this  country  for  a  period  of  twenty  years, 
from  what  you  might  call  in  England  "  Berwick-on- 
Twccd  to  Penzance,"  but  I  never  had  to  ask  for  leave 
or  pay  for  fishing,  and  never  heard  of  anyone  else 
doing  so.  The  facts  are  :  there  is  no  licence,  no  close 
time  or  other  protection  whatever  ;  no  tackle,  engine, 
or  implement  that  is  illegal ;  and  I  never  saw  or  heard 
of  a  yard  of  water  in  river  or  lake  that  was  preserved 
either  for  salmon,  trout,  or  any  other  fish.  "  The 
streams  in  the  interior  contain  a  trout- like  fish,  which 


the  Japanese,  who  are  expert  anglers,  catch  with 
native-made  flies."  The  fact  is,  the  Japanese  are  not 
expert  anglers,  or  fishermen  at  all,  in  the  sense  of  the 
term  as  used  in  the  British  Isles.  There  is  no  such 
thing  as  an  anglers'  club  in  Japan,  nor  a  tackle  shop 
solely  devoted  to  that  trade.  Japanese  do  not  fish  for 
sport,  the  only  exception  to  this  statement  that  I  ever 
met  being  a  retired  official,  who,  happening  to  live  by 
a  good  river,  was  taught  fly-casting  and  tying  by  an 
Englishman  and  became  clever  and  enthusiastic.  I 
have  never  seen  but  two  professional  fishermen  using 
the  fly,  and  that  was  because  it  was  impossi'ole  to  net 
the  water.  Coolies  who  fish  to  supply  hotels  or  the 
market  use  a  casting  net  in  the  pools  of  the  smaller 
streams,  or  a  line  with  a  bullet  at  the  end  and  armed 
with  many  bare  hooks,  which  they  work  in  a  serpentine 
fashion  across  rivers  and  thus  foul-hook  the  fish. 
These  are  the  "  expert  "  fishermen  of  Japan.  The  fish 
they  take  by  these  means  are  yamame,  a  variety  of 
Oncorhynchus  perryii,  and  ai  (Plecoglosstis  altivelis). 
The  only  thing  in  the  shape  of  a  "  native-made"  fly 
in  Japan  is  an  imitation  of  the  ant,  made  only  in 
Kyoto,  tied  to  white  horse-hair  on  a  barbless  hook  of 
common  wire,  and  used  for  the  ai  above  mentioned, 
but  only  in  places  where  their  capture  by  other  means 
is  impossible.  A  few  years  ago  a  man  in  Tokyo  who 
sold  fishing  lines  and  Chinese  gut  started  making  rods 
and  flies  from  foreign  samples,  and  he  has  recently 
extended  his  business  to  reels  and  spinning  baits ;  but 
his  customers  are  resident  foreigners  and  globe-trotters. 
Now  the  "  trout-like  fish "  in  the  "  streams  of  the 
interior,"  being  referred  to  in  the  singular,  it  is  not 
easy,  seeing  that  there  are  several,  to  determine  which 
is  meant.  The  term  "trout-like"  is  indefinite,  and 
may  refer  to  any  of  the  following :  Masu  {Salmo 
7nacrostomus),  ito  (S.  blakisloni),  iwana  {S.  pluvius), 
shak6  (Oncorhynchus  haberi),  ame-masu  and  yamame 
(two  varieties  of  O.  ^;e?T?/ii),  and  ai  and  ayu  (two 
varieties  of  Plecoglossus  altivelis).  There  are  other 
"  trout-like  "fishes.  For  instance,  Osnierus eperlanus, 
Hypomesus  olidus,  Salanx  microdon,  etc. ;  but  as 
these  are  marine  genera  and,  so  far  as  I  know,  have 
not  been  taken  above  brackish  water,  they  do  not, 
perhaps,  include  tlie  "  trout-like  "  fish  of  the  "  streams 
of  the  interior  "  referred  to  in  the  "  Angler's  Diary." 

I  have  not  time  to  go  into  the  sea  fishing  further 
than  to  say  to  those  who  may  be  travelling  this  way — 
don't  burden  yourselves  with  an  ounce  of  sea-tackle 
for  use  in  Japan. — Yours  ttuly,        Gbey  Palmer. 


"WEST  COUNTRY  FAIRY  TALES." 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — It  occasionally  happens  that 
statements  are  made  by  your  correspondents  in  the 
river  reports  to  which  exception  is  promptly  taken  by 
someone  who  knows  the  locality,  and  very  often  the 
persons  mentioned,  quite  as  well  as  the  correspondent 
does,  and  a  case  comes  to  my  memory  now  as  I  write 
in  which  "  G.  M."  was  brought  up  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod, 
and  I  think  that  when  these  cases  occur  it  is  in  the 
interests  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  that  they  should  be 
brought  to  your  notice. 

I  have  long  had  reason  to  suppose  that  the  reports 
for  the  "  Dart  (Totnes  and  District),"  sent  in  by 
"  Devonian,"  have  been  vitiated  by  the  too  vigorous 
exercise  of  a  perfervid  imagination,  and  I  propose 
bringing  one  or  two  instances  to  your  knowledge. 
Before  entering,  however,  into  these  specific  cases,  I 
will  presume  that,  unless  where  otherwise  specially 
mentioned,  these  reports  refer  to  the  week  immediately 
past,  and  also  to  that  part  of  the  river  between  Totnes 
and  Buckfastleigh  over  which  the  Dart  Angling 
Association  holds  sway,  and  to  the  piece  of  the  liver 
belonging  to  Mr.  Champernowne,  of  Dartington.  I 
presume  this  because  I  know,  and  "  Devonian  "  knows, 
or  should  know,  that  all  the  gentlemen  mentioned  fish 
these  waters,  and  that  when  they  go  elsewhere,  as, 
for  instance,  to  the  Harbourne,  the  fact  is  mentioned. 
Having  cleared  the  ground  so  far,  I  will  proceed  to 
quote  two  instances  where,  as  I  have  said,  "  Devonian  " 
has  let  himself  loose.  There  are  others  as  well,  but 
two  specific  instances  will  be  sufficient  to  prove  what 
I  assert.  In  the  issue  dated  Aug.  2,  page  87,  under 
"Dart  (Totnes  and  District),"  it  is  stated,  " Messrs. 

G.  G.  Green,  E.  Distin,  and  H.  T.  Distin  have  each," 
etc.,  etc.    This  statement,  as  far  as  it  refers  to  Mr. 

H.  T.  Distin,  is  purely  fiction.  That  gentleman  has 
been  ill,  and  for  eight  weeks  was  not  on  the  river  at 
all  until  he  went  down  for  an  hour  or  so  on  Aug.  18 
in  the  evening.  Again  in  the  issue  for  Aug.  9,  page 
103,  the  report  runs,  ..."  and  Captain  Ryan  has 
landed  a  beautiful  salmon."  "Devonian"  may  have 
dreamt  this,  but  otherwise  the  statement  has  no 
foundation  in  fact.  Not  only  did  Captain  Ryan  not 
land  a  salmon,  but  no  one  else  did  that  week,  and 
what  is  more,  no  one  has  done  so  since  June  IG  on 
these  waters. 

These  statements,  which  I  object  to,  and  which  I 
now  make  a  present  of  to  you,  sir,  are  a  sample  of 
"Devonian's"  weekly  reports,  and  such  being  the 
case  I  maintain,  reasonably  I  think,  that  the  reports 
can  hardly  be  looked  upon  as  trustworthy ;  in  fact, 
they  are  a  source  of  mild  wonder  and  surprise  here  in 
Totnes. — Yours  faithfully,  P.  O.  Gadsuen. 

[Perhaps  "Devonian"  will  kindly  answer  this.] 


HOW  TO  IMPROVE  A  LAKE  FOR  TROUT  I 
FISHING.  1 

Sir, — I  shall  feel  obliged  if  one  of  your  mang 
readers  will  give  me  some  advice  as  to  how  to  impiova 
a  small  lake  for  trout  fishing.  This  lake  is  situatefl 
in  a  very  rough  mountainous  country,  and  is  to  a  lar^ 
extent  covered  with  weeds  and  water-lilies.  Perch  and 
trout  are  to  be  found  in  the  lake,  but  they  are  very 
small.  The  trout  sometimes  reach  Jib.,  but  this  is  the 
exception  rather  than  the  rule.  It  has  not  been  fished 
to  any  extent  for  many  years,  and  one  would  have 
thought  that  the  fishing  in  it  would  have  been  much 
improved.  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  some  suggestions  as 
to  how  it  could  be  improved  for  trout  fishing. — Yours 
truly,  J.  G.  R. 


FISHING  AT  GLEN  LYON. 
Dear  Sib, — Having  been  a  subscriber  to  your 
valuable  paper  for  many  years  and  seeing  Mr.  Philip 
Geen's  very  nice  description  of  Glen  Lyon  from  Feb.  1 
to  March  1.5,  I  should  be  much  obliged  if  he  would 
answer  a  few  questions,  as  I  am  thinking  of  going  to 
Perth  the  beginning  of  September  : 

(1)  Is  there  good  salmon  fishing  in  September  or 
October  in  the  Lyon  river  at  Kenmore  or  other  parts 
of  it  ?    la  it  a  late  river  ? 

(2)  Can  Mr.  Knight  give  free  permission  to  fish  for 
salmon  in  his  portion  of  the  water  ?  Is  the  water  far 
from  the  hotel  ? 

(.3)  If  taken  by  the  week  would  it  be  less  than  lOs, 
per  day  ? 

(4)  Are  there  any  private  rooms  or  farmhouse  I  could 
stay  at  near  the  river,  or  should  I  be  obliged  to  go  to 
a  hotel  if  I  paid  for  the  fishing  ?  Is  there  any  publio 
conveyance  from  Aberfeldy  to  Kenmore  ?— Yours  truly, 

An  Old  Angler. 


ROACH  FISHING  NEAR  EASTBOURNE. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell  ma 
if  there  are  any  waters  near  Eastbourne  where  I  could 
catch  a  few  roach,  and  oblige  ? — Yours  truly, 

G.  M. 


PRAWN  POTS. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent,  Henry 
Ball,  I  make  the  pots  he  means ;  they  are  made  of 
wicker  and  open  at  both  ends  like  a  rat-trap,  with  a 
door  at  the  bottom  to  take  out  the  prawns  or  shrimps. 
Eels  and  small  conger  often  find  their  way  in  these 
traps.  I  also  make  them  dome-shaped  like  a  crab 
or  lobster  pot,  with  an  opening  at  the  top,  and  also 
net  ones  that  collapse. — Yours  truly, 

William  Heabdeb, 

Union-street,  Plymouth. 


FISHING  AT  BEDFORD. 
Deab  Sib, — As  I  shall  be  spending  a  week  or  two  at 
Bedford  next  month,  I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you 
or  any  of  your  readers  can  give  me  any  information 
as  to  the  fishing  there. — Yours  truly, 

T.  B.  Wright. 


LARGE  LOUGH  CORRIB  PIKE. 
Dear  Sib,— On  Aug.  16  Messrs.  Brereton  and  Tivy 
were  sailing  near  Annaghdown  when  they  saw  a  large 
dead  pike  floating  on  the  water.  They  took  it  in  tow 
and  brought  it  to  the  boat-house  in  Galway,  where  on 
opening  it  a  grilse  weighing  61b.  was  found  inside  it. 
After  being  relieved  of  the  grilse  the  pike  weighed 
281b.  Its  measurements  were  as  follows : — Extreme 
length,  3ft.  9in. ;  length  of  head,  12in. ;  girth  of  head, 
20in. ;  girth  round  shoulders,  27in. ;  girth  round  back 
fin,  20in. ;  girth  round  butt  of  tail,  9in,  The  fish  was 
in  splendid  condition, — Yours  truly,  S.  B.  D. 

MINNOW  FISHING  FOR  TROUT. 
Dear  Sib, — I  am  a  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
and  I  see  an  account  of  a  gentleman  having  creeled 
over  one  hundred  trout  with  the  minnow.  Would 
"Rusty  Game"  kindly  name  the  minnow? — Yours 
truly,  Cbeel. 


THE  HIBERNATION  OF  SWALLOWS. 
Sib, — With  reference  to  "  The  Amateur  Angler's 
remarks  re  "The  Hibernation  of  Swallows,"  it 
interest  him  to  know  that  I  had  the  pleasure  abi 
fifteen  years  ago,  one  bright  day  in  February  (about 
the  20th),  of  witnessing  a  flock  of  sand-martins  dis- 
porting themselves  in  the  sunshine.    There  were  about 
one  hundred  in  all,  and  I  stood  in  the  old  disused 
stone   pit  where  they  nested   and  watched  them 
wheeling  about  overhead,  and  I  should  say  only 
seventy  feet  away.    The  place  is  near  Petworth  in 
Sussex,  and  about  fifteen  miles  as  the  crow  flies  from 
where  Gilbert  White  wrote  his  book.    That  same  day 
at  a  "rabbit  shoot"  one  of  the  "guns"  (a  farmer) 
killed  two  adders,  which  had  left  their  winter  quar- 
ters under  a  faggot  stack  and  were  seen  basking  in  the 
sunshine,  so  you  can  see  that  the  day  in  question  was 
a  very  warm  one  for  the  time  of  year. — Yours  truly, 

H.  Geeenfiklu. 

(Several  letters  a/re  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Me.  J.  J.  Hakdy,  of  Alnwick,  sends  me  the 

I  following  note  from  Bergen:  — 

1  "  Dear  Mr.  Maeston, — I  told  you  in  my  last 
letter  that  my  friend  and  I  were  bound  for  the 
Namsen  river.  When,  however,  we  got  to  Bergen 
we  decided  it  was  rather  late  for  that  river,  and 
through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Beyer  we  changed  our 
beat  for  one  on  the  Gula,  which  runs  into  the 
Trondhjem  Fjord.  This  was  the  top  beat  called 
the  Romla.  We  therefore  directed  our  course  to 
Trondhjem,  which  we  reached  in  due  course,  but 
found  to  our  annoyance  that  we  could  not  go  on  to 
our  destination  (some  sixty  miles  up  the  river) 
until  7.i)Q  p.m.  We,  however,  determined  to  go 
on,  and  wired  for  traps  to  meet  us.  We  reached 
the  station  about  12.30  midnight,  where  we  found 
the  traps  and  gillies  waiting  to  drive  us  to  Romla. 
I  shall  never  forget  that  half  moonlight  drive  down 
the  side  of  the  mountain  and  then  down  by  the 
side  of  the  river,  which  in  full  spate  thirby  feet 
below  us  roared  fearfully,  while  in  our  path  white 
ppouts  of  water  rushed  down  to  the  horses'  feet. 
It  was  all  very  grand  in  these  pine  woods  with  the 

'  roar  of  the  river  amid  the  blackness  of  the  night, 
but  just  a  bit  fearsome.  However,  we  eventuallv 
reached  our  destination,  and  got  to  bed. 

'  We  were  up  in  the  morning  early,  and  found 
the  river  too  high.  We,  however,  got  two  fish  for 
the  day,  and  then  fished  regularly  for  five  more 
days,  making  six  fishing  days  in  all.  Our  bag — for 
Purvis,  of  Alnwick,  and  myself  —was  nineteen 
salmon  and  grilse — the  largest  181b.  We  hoped 
for  bigger  fish,  and  were  told  that  fish  of  401b.  are 
sometimes  got. 

"  We  fished  in  all  twelve  days,  and  killed  fifty-two 
salmon  and  grilse,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  sea- 
trout  of  ilb.  to.  31b.,  so  that  we  had  most  excellent 
sport. 

"  I  took  some  photos  of  the  pools,  and  one  day  I 
hope  to  send  you  copies. 

'•As  I  am  writing  this  aboard  ship,  and  am  not 
a  good  sailor,  pray  excuse  the  lack  of  detail.  -Yours 
■;  faithfully.  "John  J.  Hardy,  Alnwick. 

"  H.S.  Vega,  Bergen, 

''Aug.  31,  1902." 


Quarters  for  Fisuinc;  Tweed  near  Kelso. 

It  may  be  useful  to  some  angler  visiting  Kelso 
in  want  of  private  apartments  to  know  that  Mrs.  C. 
J.  Radford  has  a  most  comfortable  detached  villa, 
"  Roselea,"  on  the  river  bank,  a  little  below  Kelso 
Bridge.  I  went  over  the  house  and  saw  many 
excellent  testimonials  from  visitors.  Everything 
was  as  clean  as  a  new  pin,  and  Mrs.  Radford  is 
an  artist  at  cooking,  and  wOl  forward  terms  to 
gentlemen  in  want  of  accommodation. 

Some  Notes  and  Queries  from  an  American 
Correspondent. 

"  I  do  not  know  how  far  you  have  been  favoured  in 
England  this  season  in  the  matter  of  weather,  but 
we  are  having  a  remarkable  summer  on  this  side 
of  the  water,  wonderfully  satisfactory  from  the 
trout  fisher's  point  of  view. 

"  Since  June  1  much  rain  has  fallen,  the  trout 
streams  have  been  maintained  at  spring  levels,  and 
some  very  good  fishing  has  been  had.  I  am 
referring  more  particularly  to  the  Atlantic  sea- 
board. 

"  We  have  quite  a  variety  of  trout  in  eastern 
waters  now — speckled  brook  trout,  the  western 
rainbow  trout,  and  your  European  trout  [Salmo 
fario).  The  last-named  has  displaced  the  native 
fish  to  a  great  extent  in  many  of  our  streams. 
They  grow  faster,  as  they  are  probably  heavier 
feeders.  I  knew  of  one  in  a  small  tank  that  dis- 
played the  greatest  rapacity  and  greediness.  It 
was  evident  that  this  fish  objected  to  the  other 
trout  getting  any  minnows  at  all,  as  it  would  try 
to  prevent  their  having  them  even  after  it  was 
stuffed  to  repletion.  This  fish,  I  was  told,  gained 
two  inches  in  length  in  less  than  six  months — that 
is,  from  fourteen  to  sixteen  inches. 

"  The  black  bass  feed  very  little,  or  not  at  all, 
during  the  cold  weather.  I  believe  that  they 
hibernate  in  very  deep  water.  As  the  temperature 
of  the  water  rises  they  take  more  and  more  food, 
consuming  an  enormous  quantity  during  the 
summer.  A  water  temperature  that  would  put 
trout  off  the  feed  entirely  seems  only  to  give  the 
bass  an  appetite. 

"I  wish  that  the  European  grayling  could  be 
introduced  into  some  of  our  large  streams.  Surely 
we  have  just  the  water  for  them  '?  What  sport  we 
might  have  with  the  rainbow  trout  and  the  gray- 
ling, both  spring  spavv'ners,  during  the  splendid 
autumn  months !  Possibly  some  of  your  readers 
have  had  experience  in  stocking  trout  waters  with 
grayling,  and  may  give  the  results,  successful  or 
otherwise.  I  have  heard  that  this  fish  is  now 
abundant  in  the  Tweed  and  Clyde. 

"  If  the  grayling  can  endure  a  fairly  high  tem- 
perature for  a  short  time  in  summer  they  would  do 
well  in  many  streams  below  the  range  of  the  native 
brook  trout. 

"  I  have  heard  much  of  the  destructiveness  of 
the  red  fox,  and  of  the  quantity  of  game  it  con- 
sumes, but  a  friend,  who  kills  many  every  winter, 
tells  me  that  he  rarely  finds  anything  in  their 
stomachs  except  field  mice. 

"  The  number  of  quail  this  season  is  very  remark- 
able. The  dry  summers  and  mild  winters  of 
recent  years  have  been  very  favourable  to  this 
bird,  which  in  this  country  takes  the  place  of  the 
English  partridge,  having  many  of  the  habits  of 
that  bird. 

"  The  long  drought  in  1900  was  very  injurious  to 
the  trout ;  small  brooks  dried  up  entirely,  and 
large  streams  were  reduced  to  mere  threads.  This 
year,  we  hope,  will  make  up  for  all  the  losses  we 
then  suffered.  The  water  was  cooler  early  in  July 
than  at  one  time  in  May,  and  we  have  had  better 
fishing  in  July  and  August  than  for  many  years. 

"  For  some  time  we  have  noticed  a  tendency  to 
reduce  the  size  of  flies  used  in  lake  fishing  for  large 
trout,  and  this  season  it  is  pronounced.  Two 
years  ago  a  friend  wrote  me  that  he  had  had  good 
sport  on  the  Rangeley  lakes,  in  Maine,  using  flies 
on  No.  8  hooks,  and  now  we  read  reports  of  the 
largest  salmon  and  trout  being  taken  on  No.  10 
and  No.  12  hooks  (old  style). 

"  We  do  not  think  that  such  large  flies  were  ever 
used  in  Scotland  in  lake  fishing  as  were  at  one 
time  popular  over  here.  We  used  No.  3  in  1885, 
and  Mr.  Henry  P.  Wells,  in  his  well  known  work 
on  '  Fly  Rods  and  Fly  Tackle,'  recommended 
No.  2  for  big  trout. 

"  We  will  probably  go  to  the  other  extreme  now. 
Nothing  but  midges  will  do.  We  will  have  to  take 
record  fish  on  three  ounce  rods  and  infinitesimal 
or  imperceptible  flies  if  we  wish  to  bo  honoured. 


It  is  certainly  an  exploit  worthy  of  emulation  to 
take  large  fish  with  the  finest  tackle  and  smallest 
flies,  but  there  is  reason  in  all  things.  We  know 
of  nothing  more  absurd  than  a  fine  large  man 
being  played  by  a  fish  in  a  big,  bold,  rocky  trout 
stream.  Lake  fishing  is  different,  but  even  then 
unnt'ce-ssarily  fine  tackle  should  be  eschewed. 

"  Some  of  the  rods  now  in  use  would  be  more 
comfortable  to  fish  with  if  they  weighed  more  on 
the  scales.  The  handles,  reel-fittings,  etc.,  are 
made  very  light,  but  everyone  knows  that  it  is  the 
weight  outbound,  the  leverage,  that  tires  the  hand 
and  wrist  in  a  long  day's  fishing.  I  believe  that  a 
ten  foot  split  bamboo  (split  cane)  should  weigh  six 
ounces  or  a  trifle  more,  and  a  nine  foot  rod  at  least 
five  ounces. 

"  For  two  years  past  I  have  been  using  quite  fine 
lines  for  fly  fishing,  though  at  one  time  nothing 
would  do  but  a  very  heavy  taper.  It  may  be  that 
heavy  lines  are  necessary  for  dry  fly  fishing  in 
England  with  the  powerful  rods  in  use,  but  the 
best  American  rods  are  now  made  with  plenty  of 
backbone.  I  see  some  very  light  rods  that  are 
quite  stiff,  and  the  tendency  is  to  use  short  rods. 

"  Some  men  use  agate  or  jewelled  tips,  and  if 
one  is  in  the  habit  of  shooting  his  line  this  is  an 
excellent  plan.  Unless  steel  rings  and  tips  are  put 
on  the  rod  this  constant  shooting  of  the  line  soon 
wears  deep  grooves,  which  chafe  and  wear  it  out, 
besides  reducing  the  length  of  the  cast. 

"  Your  Salmo  fario  in  this  coimtry  is  not  quite 
so  shy  and  wary  as  the  native  brook  trout 
(fontinalis).  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  such  is  my 
belief.  In  fishing  a  pool  where  there  were  but  few 
fario  and  many  fontinalis  I  have  foimd  the  first 
most  easily  taken.  Possibly,  as  they  grow  faster, 
they  may  require  more  food.  Both  are  splendid 
game  fish,  but  as  far  as  sport  goes  I  think  the 
rainbow  trout  {irideus)  superior  to  either. 

"Many  men  of  many  minds.  The  variety  of 
opinions  I  have  heard  expressed  in  regard  to  these 
three  fish  has  been  really  very  remarkable.  For 
some  time  there  was  a  strong  prejudice  against 
fario,  and  as  for  irideus  his  portrait  has  been 
painted  in  the  blackest  colours.  It  may  be  that 
fontinalis  is  the  best  table  fish.  I  do  not  think 
so,  but  so  many  people  say  that  it  is  superior  that 
I  doubt  a  little,  particularly  as  I  do  not  care  to  eat 
trout.  Large  brown  trout  should  certainly  be 
boiled,  and  so  cooked  seemed  to  me  a  fair  substitute 
for  salmon.  Rainbow  trout  are  white  fleshed,  and 
are  usually  considered  inferior,  yet  Mr.  Fred  ^Mather 
and  other  competent  judges  considered  it  an  excel- 
lent table  fish. 

"  I  can  be  very  happy  in  pursuit  of  any  species 
of  trout,  and  have  had  "the  good  fortune  to  basket 
the  three  mentioned  out  of  the  same  stream  on 
several  occasions.  The  habits  of  all  are  quite 
similar,  the  rainbow  preferring  heavier  water 
usually,  where  it  is  deep,  rapid,  rushing. 

"  Theodore  Gordon." 


Another  Snake  Story. 
Everybody  likes  Mr.  Percy  Wadham,  but  his 
love  of  wild  creatures  has  been  rather  trying  to 
his  family  at  times.  Some  years  ago  a  sailor  sent 
him  word  to  say  that  he  had  a  cobra,  which  Mr. 
Wadham  could  have  if  he  would  come  to  the  ship 
for  it.  When  the  sailor  was  asked  by  the  customs 
officer  to  declare  what  tobacco  he  had  he  showed 
the  usual  quantity  allowed  for  personal  use,  and 
when  the  excise  officer  came  to  the  unnecessarily 
big  box  with  the  serpent  he  made  a  very  super- 
ficial examination  when  the  owner  explained  that 
it  contained  a  cobra  five  feet  long.  "  Pass  cobra  !  " 
and  a  little  later  on  the  reptile  was  handed  over  to 
Mr.  Wadham  by  the  sailor,  but  not  before  the 
latter  had  hooked  from  under  it  with  a  forked  stick 
a 'packet  of  six  pounds  of  tobacco.  The  animal 
was  like  the  viper  in  ^Esop's  fables,  numb  and 
apparently  lifeless  with  cold  when  Mr.  Wadham 
got  it  home  ;  so  he  put  it  into  a  small  hothouse, 
and  this  soon  revived  the  beast,  for  on  rather  in- 
cautiously opening  the  door  in  the  morning  it 
struck  at  Mr.  Wadham,  and  but  for  a  judicious 
duck  on  Mr.  Wadham's  part  would  doubtless  have 
killed  him,  for  the  cobra  bite  is  certain  death.  In 
spite  of  the  snake's  ingratitude  Mr.  Wadham 
attended  to  his  wants,  and  as  the  weather  was  cold 
the  next  night  he  set  a  bronchitis  kettle  going  in 
the  greenhouse — one  of  those  kettles  with  a  long 
spout.  In  the  night  the  cobra,  which  loves  warmth, 
discovered  the  kettle  and  coiled  itself  round  it,  but 
unfortunately  mistaking  the  spout  for  a  branch  it 
upset  the  kettle  and  was  scalded  to  death,  to  the 
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huge  delight  of  everybody  except  its  owner,  who 
consoled  himself  by  stuffing  its  skin  and  coiling  it 
gracefully  round  the  kettle  in  a  glass  case.  He  has 
some  very  healthy  vipers  in  Mrs.  Wadham's 
fernery.  Has  he  been  bitten  ?  Oh,  no  ;  and  the 
only  danger,  he  says,  is  when  you  make  a  grab  at 
a  grass  snake  with  your  hand — it  is  too  lively  to 
pin  down  with  a  forked  stick — and  find  just  in  time 
that  it  is  a  viper.  It  is  to  be  hoped  Mr.  Wadham 
will  live  even  longer  than  his  ancestor,  Sir  Percy 
Wadham,  who  was  captain  of  Carisbrooke  Castle 
some  centuries  ago.  His  descendant  is  deputy- 
captain  of  the  local  fire  brigade. 

R.  B.  Maeston. 


NEGLECTED  INFOEMATION. 


I  HAVE  often  pitied  young,  inexperienced,  and 
self-opiniated  anglers  when  making  elaborate  pre- 
parations to  fish  in  various  rivers  without  so  much 
as  bestowing  a  thought  on  the  wind,  water,  weather, 
and  temperature  (not  to  mention  a  few  other  draw- 
backs), or  the  influence  they  may  have  on  the  fish. 
When  one  considers  that  they  have  not  only  to  find 
the  fish,  but  find  them  in  a  biting  humour,  the 
odds  against  them  are  tremendous,  yet  with  a 
confidence  bordering  on  lunacy  they  frequently 
court  disaster.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
many  of  these  anglers  might  save  themselves  no 
end  of  disappointment,  trouble,  and  expense  if  they 
would  carefully  study  the  information  to  be  found 
in  the  Fishing  Oazcttc  under  the  head  of  "  Reports 
from  Rivers,  Lochs,  etc."  Here  is  the  knowledge 
they  often  require  at  their  fingers'  ends,  so  to  speak, 
and  yet  they  frequently  refuse  to  avail  themselves 
of  it.  It  is  just  possible  that  they  have  heard  of 
the  fine  fish  that  have  been  caught  quite  recently 
in  this,  that,  or  the  other  river,  but  it  unfor- 
tunately happens  that  a  few  days,  or  even  hoiirs, 
make  all  the  difference. 

Thus  it  is  that  an  angler  living  within  a  mile  or 
two  of  a  river  has  such  a  great  advantage  over  an 
angler  residing  at  a  distance.  The  former  angler 
often  knows  from  experience  and  the  most  reliable 
information  possible  to  be  obtained  almost  to  an 
hour  when  fish  are  feeding  freely  on  certain  baits, 
be  it  caddis,  gentles,  wasp-grubs,  paste,  cheese, 
stewed  wheat,  worms,  greaves,  tripe,  etc.,  and,  as 
Paddy  says,  he  takes  them  while  they  are  in  the 
humour,  and,  as  a  rule,  the  humour  does  not  last 
long.  Very  seldom  indeed  does  it  last  all  day  ; 
when  it  has,  I  have  generally  made  a  record.  I 
am  not  speaking  of  minnows,  pope,  gudgeon,  bleak, 
and  such  small  fry,  but  roach,  bream,  perch,  dace, 
etc.  My  experience  is  that  there  is  no  certainty 
how  long  the  humour  will  last,  for  sometimes  when 
one  thinks  one  is  going  to  obtain  a  big  bag,  the 
fish  suddenly  leave  off  biting,  and  one  cannot  get 
another  nibble ;  in  short,  at  the  time  when  well- 
known  local  experts,  who  are  up  to  every  move  on 
the  board,  have  been  utterly  unable  to  catch  a  fish 
worth  taking,  your  novice  and  haphazard  angler 
have  started  to  the  same  locality  expecting  a  big 
haul,  and  that  with  baits  and  tackle  that  your 
local  angler  would  scorn  to  use.  It  seems  scarcely 
credible,  but  it  is  a  fact,  and  this  is  another  reason 
why  I  hope  these  few  remarks  will  not  be  con- 
sidered out  of  place. 

The  information  may  be  offered  as  a  hint,  warning, 
or  request.  I  think  there  is  a  fine  specimen  of  the 
latter  that  the  exuberant  and  fantastical  author  of 
"  Jottings  by  the  Way  "  gives  special  prominence 
in  his  notes,  and  the  reporter  on  the  Ouse,  with  a 
candour  to  be  admired,  tells  your  readers  to  keep 
away  for  the  present. 

I  think  it  was  Garrick  who  said  in  his  epilogue, 
"  A  fellow-feeling  makes  one  wondrous  kind  "  ;  and 
perhaps  "  Dragnet "  has  been  there  in  similar 
circumstances.  Well,  it  he  has  not  I  have,  and  of 
all  the  rivers  that  I  know  in  which  it  is  difficult  to 
catch  fish  in  very  clear,  bright  water  commend  me 
to  tlie  Ouse.  One  must  go  down  on  one's  knees  for 
chub,  cast  a  float  goodness  knows  how  far  for  rudd, 
stalk  the  bream,  and  if  one  fishes  for  pike  with 
anything  thicker  than  gut  that  one  would  use  for 
ledgering  for  barbel  (say  gimp,  or  even  salmon  gut) 
I  am  afraid  they  would  only  laugh  at  one. 

The  last  time  I  was  at  Houghton  I  met  a 
local  angler,  who  had  been  out  two  days  and 
had  not  caught  a  single  fish,  and,  what  is  more,  he 
did  not  seem  to  consider  it  at  all  extraordinary. 
"  Perhaps  there  were  no  fish  to  catch,"  I  think  I 
hear  someone  say. 

That  is  just  where  you  are  mistaken,  my  friend. 


It  was  a  most  magnificent  day  late  in  September, 
and  just  as  the  swallows  were  skimming  the 
meadows  and  taking  in  the  daddy-longlegs,  about 
an  hour  before  sunset ;  the  fish  feeding  on  the 
glassy  surface  made  so  many  rings  on  the  water 
above  the  lock  that  it  looked  as  though  it  were 
beginning  to  rain.  I  have  noticed  the  same  thing 
scores  of  times,  and  I  conclude  this  is  the  period 
the  fish  get  their  suppers  before  retiring  for  the 
night,  and  prefer  this  food  to  any  ordinary  baits. 

One  jack,  about  2|lb.,  I  caught  on  a  barbel 
tackle  was  the  result  for  that  day.  So  far 
as  I  can  recollect,  my  friend  did  not  have  a 
bite.  These  reports  are  often  highly  interesting ; 
study  them.  One  would  scarcely  think  it  possible 
that  the  correspondent  who  on  August  16 
plainly  says  to  anglers  contemplating  a  visit 
to  the  Ouse  "  Don't,"  on  August  2  said :  "  I 
have,  since  my  last  report,  had  some  tench  31b., 
roach  lib,  5oz.,  chub  41b.  8oz.,  bream  31b.  lOoz., 
perch  lib.  12oz.,  and  a  fair  amount  of  sport  all 
round  "  —  showing  the  necessity,  I  take  it,  of 
obtaining  proper  advice  and  acting  upon  it ;  in 
other  words,  when  "  the  brim  are  hon  "  the  angler 
should  be  off.  I  say  the  information  may  come  as 
a  hint,  warning,  or  request,  and  if  your  readers 
carefully  read  the  reports  in  the  last  issue  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  they  cannot  fail  to  see  what  is 
meant ;  in  several  instances  I  could  mention  these 
sign-posts  are  "  writ  "  upon  very  "  large,"  for  the 
delectation  of  those  who  care  to  profit  by  it.  I  can- 
not help  quoting  a  report  that  appeared  some  years 
ago,  which  so  truthfully  describes  what  I  liave 
sometimes  witnessed  as  well  as  to  show  what 
contradictions  may  be  met  with  in  angling. 

"  Barbel,  chub,  bream,  roach,  and  dace  may  be 
observed  in  shoals  under  bridges  and  in  sheltered 
places  in  a  listless  and  apathetical  condition,  and 
no  description  of  lure  will  rouse  them  to  energetic 
feeding.  A  few  roach  and  dace  have  succumbed  to 
gentles  and  wasp-grubs,  but  generally  angling  is  as 
bad  as  it  possibly  can  be,  though  the  weather  is 
everything  desirable."  As  it  happens  I  have  tried 
all  manner  of  dodges  to  catch  fish  when  under 
bridges  as  described  above,  and  have  for  the  most 
part  signally  failed. 

"  The  weather  has  been  everything  desirable," 
and  this  is  the  rock  on  which  many  an  angler  has 
split.  Such  valuable  information  and  much  more 
should  be  invaluable  to  anglers  living  at  a  distance 
and  unacquainted  with  the  peculiarities  of  a  river, 
and  what  is  most  requisite  to  ensure  success  ;  and 
if  they  will  not  take  advantage  of  it,  they  will  have 
only  themselves  to  blame  if  things  do  not  turn  out 
as  they  expected.  Old  A\gler. 


TO  EKIN'S  ISLE. 


(Concluded  from  page  148.) 

Talking  on  the  subject  of  river  fishing  one  day 
to  a  gentleman  in  Killaloe,  he  advised  us  to  go  to 
Ballinrobe  to  fish  the  rivers  of  co.  Mayo,  and 
telling  us  we  could  get  plenty  of  river  fishing  there, 
so  accordingly  a  few  days  later  saw  us  en  route  for 
Ballinrobe.  Immediately  on  arrival  we  made 
inquiries  of  the  proprietor  of  the  hotel,  and  we 
soon  found  that  at  that  time  of  the  year  the  river 
fishing  was  no  good.  The  town  of  Ballinrobe  is 
built  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Robe,  or  more  pro- 
perly speaking  the  river  in  its  course  runs  through 
the  town,  and  it  did  not  require  a  very  careful 
inspection  to  convince  us  that  it  was  not  much  use 
fishing  that  part  of  it  at  any  rate.  We  were  told 
that  the  fishing  in  Lough  Mask  was  very  good,  and 
the  landlord's  son  drove  us  out  to  the  lake  to  have 
a  look  at  it,  and  we  were  fortunate  in  seeing  one  of 
the  boatmen  who  had  just  returned  from  fishing, 
and  who  assured  us  that  we  could  catch  the  trout 
casting,  and  that  although  there  was  a  good  rise  of 
Drakes  on  they  never  dapped.  This  sounded 
better,  although  with  the  experience  of  Derg  still 
fresh  in  our  minds  we  were  not  exactly  overcome 
with  joy  to  find  there  was  nothing  but  lake  fishing 
to  be  had.  The  greater  part  of  the  next  day  was 
spent  in  the  town,  and  it  was  late  in  the  afternoon 
before  we  decided  to  give  the  lake  a  trial,  and 
although  it  was  blowing  great  guns  from  the  north 
and  bitterly  cold  we  managed  to  get  a  lovely  brace 
of  trout  just  under  21b.  apiece  and  missed  several 
others.  This  was  an  improvement  we  had  scarcely 
hoped  for,  and  so  next  day  being  Sunday  my 
friend,  who  does  not  usually  fish  on  that  day, 
departed  from  his  rule  and  we  went  out  again. 
Result    a  blank  as  he  had  prophesied.  Nothing 


daunted,  however,  we  made  a  longer  day  of  it  on 
Monday,  and  fishing  some  of  the  innumerable  bays 
to  be  found  on  this  lake  we  were  rewarded  by  killing 
eleven  good  fish,  and  I  should  think  rose  as  many 
more.  The  largest  fish  that  day  was  a  fine  fellow 
of  3pb.,  with  several  others  of  IJ^lb.  to  21b.  and 
nothing  under  a  poimd.  Day  succeeded  day,  and 
although  our  original  intention  was  to  spend  three 
or  four  days  here  we  stayed  altogether  seventeen 
days,  and  during  that  time  we  had  varying  sport, 
but  never  a  blank  day  except  the  one  mentioned 
above.  We  first  of  all  started  by  using  the  local 
flies,  and  I  must  say  that  in  very  rough  weather 
the  trout  do  not  seem  to  mind  the  large  flies  which 
are  the  favourite  kinds  recommended  by  the  local 
boatmen  ;  but  there  were  days  when  it  was  not  so 
rough,  and  we  thought  that  something  smaller 
might  please  the  palates  of  the  fish,  and  so  it 
proved.  One  day  when  there  was  very  little  wind 
I  tried  the  small  flies  used  on  the  Shannon  and 
got  several  fish  with  them,  and  my  friend  tried 
flies  dressed  on  the  Permell  principle  and  he  also 
got  a  great  number  with  those.  After  this  we  had 
recourse  to  the  smaller  flies,  and  except  just  at  the 
last  thing  at  night,  when  the  large  flies  were  taking 
well,  we  did  better  with  our  new  found  outs. 

Although  when  we  left  Derg  the  rise  of  Green 
Drakes  was  over,  we  found  them  full  on  at  Mask, 
not  in  such  quantities  certainly,  but  in  sufficient 
numbers  to  tempt  the  fish  had  they  been  so  minded, 
but  they  did  not  seem  to  take  the  natural  at  all 
greedily.  A  day  or  two  after  our  arrival  I  tied 
some  sunk  May  Flies  and  tried  one  on  the  cast  and 
got  two  fish  with  it  the  first  day;  but  after  that, 
although  I  tried  it  on  several  occasions,  I  never  got 
another  fish  on  it,  and  similarly  on  another  day  we 
tried  a  fair  sized  March  Brown,  and  nearly  all  the 
fish  taken — some  ten  or  a  dozen — that  day  fell  to 
the  March  Brown,  and  although  for  some  days 
after  one  or  other  of  us  was  seldom  without  this 
fly  on  the  cast  only  one  other  fish  fell  a  prey  to  its 
seductiveness — this  was  a  gillaroo  of  exactly  41b.  I 
must  not  forget  to  mention  a  very  amusing  incident 
that  occurred  one  day.  We  were  being  driven  by 
car  from  the  hotel  to  the  lake,  which  is  three  Irish 
miles  distant,  when  I  called  my  friend's  attention 
to  a  black  rabbit  scuttling  along  to  its  hole  in  a 
field  by  the  roadside.  We  both  agreed  that  it  was 
unlucky  to  see  such  a  thing,  and  he  then  asked  me 
if  I  believed  it  was  unlucky  to  see  one  magpie.  I 
had  never  heard  of  it,  but  he  assured  me  it  was  so. 
We  had  gone  about  another  mile  when  we  saw  the 
magpie  which  had  formed  the  subject  of  discussion, 
and  we  then  kept  a  sharp  look  out  for  a  second,  for 
that  is  supposed  to  dispel  the  bad  luck  ;  but  worse 
was  to  follow  in  the  way  of  omens,  for  turning  the 
corner  of  the  road  and  when  within  sight  of  the 
lake  we  overtook  a  cart  on  which  was  a  black 
coffin.  Noticing  the  driver  pull  up  and  walk  the 
horse  behind  it  I  asked  him  if  he  objected  to  pass 
the  coffin,  knowing  that  some  people  have  scruples 
in  the  matter.  He  said,  "  Shure,  sorr,  it's  no 
matter  for  there's  nothing  in  it "  ;  the  coffin  was 
empty.  We  had  been  fishing  for  about  half-an- 
hour  and  the  incidents  mentioned  above  had  gone 
out  of  my  mind,  when  suddenly  I  had  a  good  rise, 
and  in  response  to  my  strike  a  heavy  fish  gave  an 
answering  pull.  1 1  had  him  as  I  thought  well  in  hand 
when  suddenly  the  line  slackened  and  the  fish  was 
gone  ;  my  friend  said  laughingly,  that's  the  magpie. 
I,  of  course,  pooh-poohed  the  idea,  but  when  fish 
after  fish  to  the  number  of  eight  were  hooked  and 
fairly  held  and  finally  lost,  I  began  to  think  that 
there  was  something  in  the  magpie  theory  after 
all.  In  vain  did  I  examine  the  points  of  the 
hooks  and  even  put  on  fresh  flies,  it  was  all  to  no 
purpose,  I  could  not  hold  a  fish,  and  although 
finally  we  did  not  have  a  blank  it  was  a  very  near 
thing.  On  two  other  occasions  we  saw  the  magpie 
in  nearly  the  same  place  and  we  had  bad  days 
accordingly,  and  I  found  myself  looking  the  other 
way  when  we  were  approaching  the  fatal  spot. 

But  there  is  always  an  exception  to  every  rule, 
so  accordingly  having  duly  seen  the  magpie  we 
almost  made  up  our  minds  for  a  bad  day ;  but  this, 
the  last  day  on  which  we  saw  the  bird,  turned  out 
to  be  the  best  day  we  had  during  our  stay.  Our 
bag  consisted  of  nineteen  fish  and  some  five  or 
six  in  addition  which  we  returned  as  being  too 
small  to  keep.  The  three  best  fish  weighed  exactly 
8Ib.,  the  others  would  average  i)robably  4  lb.  We 
had  several  good  days,  but  this,  I  think,  was  the 
best,  although  we  liad.on  a  good  few  occasions  fish 
ranging  between  2ilb.  and  41b.  The  best  fish  fell 
to  my  friend's  rod  and  was  a  handsome  gillaroo  of 
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41b.  3oz.  I  have  seen  it  stated  by  a  well-lmown 
writer  on  Irish  fishing  that  gillaroo  trout  are  very 
seldom  caught  with  fl}'.  Daring  our  stay  I  don't 
think  there  were  more  than  four  days  on  which  we 
fished  that  we  did  not  get  one  or  more  gUlaroo. 
They  do  not  fight  as  well  as  the  fario,  keeping 
well  down  and  not  jumping  like  the  others,  but 
that  may  be  accounted  for  by  their  condition,  as 
they  are  later  in  getting  into  that  fine,  lusty,  and 
plump  condition  which  trout  generally  show  at  the 
beginning  of  June. 

"We  met  an  angler  at  Ballinrobe  who  had  fished 
Lough  !Mask  for  several  years,  and  he  always 
fished  a  bit  lower  down  the  lake  than  we  were 
doing,  so  accordingly  we  decided  to  try  his  ground. 
Although  when  we  started  fishing  there  was 
scarcely  any  wind  in  less  than  an  hour  there  was 
more  than  we  wished  for,  but  nevertheless  we  got  a 
good  number  of  fish,  but  they  did  not  run  so  large  as 
usual.  This  was  a  place  called  the  Pier  and  under 
Boycott's,  both  terms  well  known  locally.  On 
landing  one  evening  our  boatman  was  met  by  a 
sergeant  .of  constabulary,  who  informed  him  that 
the  next  day  they  would  be  out  for  rifle  practice 
and  using  ball  cartridge,  and  warning  us  to  keep 
out  of  the  line  of  fire.  Consequently  the  next  day 
we  went  in  another  direction,  as  yet  unexplored  by 
us,  and  we  were  impressed  with  the  appearance  of 
Ballygarrj-  Bay  as  it  is  called,  but  although  we  saw 
several  fish  rise  and  met  a  few  ourselves  we  had  a 
bad  day,  the  result  of  the  firing  our  boatman  said, 
and  he  told  us  that  whenever  the  Eoyal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary came  out  for  practice  it  seemed  to  put 
the  fish  off.  There  is  another  lake  to  the  north  of 
and  adjoining  Mask  called  Lake  Carra,  and  we  were 
told  that  the  trout  were  all  good-sized  ones  there 
and  of  a  beautiful  silver  colour,  more  like  sea-trout, 
so  we  determined  to  have  a  day  there.  The 
peculiar  appearance  given  to  the  water  by  the  sand 
and  limestone  bottom  is  not  very  enticing  to  the 
fly-fisherman,  it  looking  like  the  water  in  a  bath 
the  bottom  of  which  is  covered  with  white  tiles  ; 
yet  we  were  told  that  it  we  had  plenty  of  wind,  and 
we  could  hardly  have  too  much  for  Carra,  we  should 
get  some  big  trout. 

There  was  a  strong  breeze  from  the  north  when 
we  started  to  row  up  to  the  fishing  ground,  and  in 
less  than  an  hour  it  became  apparent  that  there 
could  be  too  much  wind  even  for  Carra,  for  we 
could  make  no  headway  to  speak  of  against  it. 
However,  although  we  fished  one  of  the  best  drifts 
on  the  lake  we  did  not  rise  a  fish,  and  so  had  our 
journey  and  pull  for  nothing.  I  had  hoped  to  give 
the  dresshigs  of  the  best  flies  on  Mask,  but  I  have 
already  made  this  article  much  longer  than  I  had 
intended  ;  but  if  any  intending  visitor  to  Mask  will 
communicate  with  me  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  all 
the  necessary  information  as  to  flies,  boatman,  etc., 
and  as  to  the  last  I  must  say  that  you  could  not 
have  a  better  boatman,  for  he  knows  every  reef 
and  drift  worth  knowing.  His  name  is  Michael 
Farragher,  and  he  is  one  of  three  sons  who  all 
know  the  lake  and  ought  to,  for  father  and  gi'and- 
father  have  got  their  living  on  it  taking  anglers  out. 
Cross-lining  and  the  use  of  the  otter  I  am  happj' 

i    to  say  is  illegal  in  this  district.    We  returned  to 

t  Killaloe  to  have  a  few  days'  grilse  fishing,  but  cir- 
cumstances occurred  that  rendered  our  immediate 
return  to  London  necessary,  and  so,  although  the 

I    fish  were  up  in  good  numbers,  we  had  to  forego 

I    that  pleasure  for  this  season. 

There  is  plenty  of  trolling  water  on  parts  of 
-  Mask,  but  the  part  we  went  to  is  nearly  all  suitable 
for  fly-fishing.    In  conclusion,  I  would  say  to  any 
one  doubtful  as  to  where  to  go  try  Lough  Mask, 
and  I  am  certain  they  will  not  be  disappointed.  I 

'  can  only  say  that  I  shall  always  regret  having 
spent  so  many  days  on  Derg  when  we  might  have 
had  those  added  to  our  enjoyment  on  Mask. 

E.  F.  Goodwin. 


SHOKEHAM— A  K AMBLE. 

Some  recent  articles  in  the  Fishing  OaxeMn  have 
emphasised  the  fact  that  a  knowledge  of  the  habits 
of  birds  and  animals  will  much  enhance  the 
pleasures  of  angling. 

In  this  short  paper  I  shall  try  and  show  that  the 
fisherman,  either  in  fresh  or  salt  water,  who  knows 
something  of  the  history  and  archscology  of  the 
places  he  visits  will  find  the  joys  of  a  day's  outing 
much  increased,  and  should  he  travel  in  company 
he  can  "  shorten  the  way  "  and  fill  in  those  ine\  it- 
able  "  gaps,"  which  must  occur  even  when  sport  is 
good,  by  interesting  chat  on  the  places  visited. 


I  have  been  staying  at  that  little  old-world 
Sussex  place — Shoreham.  I  have  had  fair  sport 
with  bass,  sea-bream,  pollack,  and  eels,  and  have 
"  lent  a  hand  "  to  haul  in  several  good  catches  of 
mackerel.  I  have  met  not  a  few  members  of  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  at  Southwick,  and 
have  had  some  glorious  hours  at  "Bungalow 
Town,"  on  the  shingle  and  on  the  briny,  but  I  am 
fain  to  confess  that,  fishing  not  being  always 
fairly  good,  my  holiday  would  have  been  some- 
what blank  had  it  not  been  for  the  interest  and 


Old  Shobeham. 


pleasure  I  have  felt  in  the  history  and  folk-lore  of 
the  places  I  have  visited  in  my  rambles. 

The  scenery  round  Shoreham  has  still  some 
quaint  beauty,  though  the  place  has  lost  its  sur- 
rounding belt  of  elm  trees  which,  nigh  a  hundred 
years  ago,  were  cut  down  to  make  gun-stocks  for 
the  British  Army.  At  certain  points  there  are 
some  beautiful  views  on  the  banks  of  the  Adur — 
views  which  such  artists  as  David  Murray  and 
Philip  Aumonier  know  well  how  to  appreciate. 

One  of  my  most  pleasant  rambles  was  to 
Salvlngton,  near  Shoreham,  the  birthplace  of  John 


Selden.  The  pretty  old  thatched  house  in  which 
the  friend  of  John  Milton  was  born  is  a  humble 
dwelling  enough,  but  doubtless  it  was  a  happy 
home  in  December,  1584,  when  "  John  Selden,  the 
minstrel,"  welcomed  his  baby  boy.  The  happy 
father  "  was  a  sufficient  plebeian,"  as  the  old 
chroniclers  said,  but  his  skill  in  music  had  won  as 
his  wife  the  daughter  of  a  noble  family,  and  little 
John  soon  did  credit  to  the  knightly  stock  from 
which  he  sprung.    Over  the  lintel  of  the  door  is 


still  to  be  seen  the  inscription,  cut  with  the  learned 
John  Selden's  hand,  bidding  the  honest  man 
welcome  and  the  rogue  "  begone !  "  Being  a 
fisherman,  and  ergo  an  honest  man,  I  felt  free  to 
linger  in  the  house  and  the  leafy  lanes  where  he, 
whose  motto  was  "  Above  all  things.  Liberty," 
walked  when  a  boy.  The  angler  who  finds  himself 
in  Sussex  should  certainly  visit  the  place  where 
the  wise  and  witty  author  of  "Table  Talk"  was 
bom. 

It  was  from  Shoreham,  by  way  of  the  Adur,  that 


Charles  II.  made  his  escape  after  the  battle  of 
Worcester  in  1051.  Some  of  the  old  inns,  notably 
the  Sussex  Pad  and  the  lied  Lion,  almost  seem  to 
date  back  to  those  days.  The  former  house  was  a 
famous  smugglers'  haunt,  and  the  latter  is  asso- 
ciated with  the  gruesome  story  which  suggested  to 
Tennyson  his  weird  poem,  "  iti/pah." 

It  was  a  pretty  walk  from  the  Sussex  Pad  to 
Lancing,  and  another  charming  walk  I  had  was  to 
Bramber,  where  an  angler  of  a  not  too  ambitious 
mind  can  get  a  fair  day's  sport.  What  has  become 
of  the  old  Bramber  Angling  Club  ?  I  hope  it  still 
flourishes.  At  Coombe  I  stayed  to  look  at  the 
small  quaint  church,  with  its  circular  leper's  window 
and  grotesque  corbels.  What  a  lovely  view  can  be 
had  from  the  steep  hills  by  Coombe.  There  is  the 
river  Adur  winding  like  a  silver  thread  through  the 
restful  landscape.  Opposite  is  the  woody  Erring- 
ham  Shaw,  and  on  the  right  Lancing  College  glows 
and  sparkles  in  the  sun.  Bramber  Keep  peers 
over  the  many-coloured  foliage,  and  further  on 
Chanctonbury  rears  its  head,  a  landmark  to  be  seen 
far  out  at  sea.  I  visited  Beeding,  where  the  Old 
King's  Head,  once  a  famous  haunt  for  anglers,  has 
now  for  its  sign  a  glowing  portrait  of  Edward  V^EI. 
I  crossed  the  old  stone  bridge  where  Charles  II. 
nearly  "  handed  in  his  checks,"  and  had  a  quiet  rest 
at  Erringham  Shaw,  where  I  was  unable  to  dis- 
cover the  headless  woman  who  haunts  the  locality. 

In  the  proper  time  and  season,  weather  and 
circumstances  favourable,  the  angler  and  sea  fisher- 
man can  spend  many  a  happy  day  at  Sboreham  and 
its  neighbourhood.  Members  of  the  Ikitish  Sea 
Anglers'  Society  make  good  use  of  Southwick, 
close  by,  having  there  boats,  stations,  and  good 
quarters.  AVhen  fishing  is  "off"  drop  into  one 
of  the  cosy  hostelries  and  angle  for  "  yarns  " — ■ 
you  will  not  be  disappointed.  There  still  linger 
traditions  of  the  old  smuggling  and  coach-robbing 
days,  and — some  day  ~I  may  start  to  form  a 
sjndicate  to  look  for  some  buried  treasure  which 
has  a  legendary  existence  at  Shoreham.  My 
friends  will  have  to  help  me  evade  "  Treasure 
Trove  "  regulations,  but  there  will  not  be  much 
difficulty  about  that.  There  still  lingers  in 
Shoreham  a  fine  contempt  for  those  who  render 
unto  CfEsar  all  CiBsar's  myrmidons  demand.  Not 
so  many  years  ago  Shoreham  could  boast  a  "  Chris- 
tian Club,"  an  association  actually  formed  to  keep 
up  the  price  paid  for  votes  by  aspirants  to  Parlia- 
ment. But  Shoreham  has  become  much  purified, 
socially  and  sanitarily,  since  those  days  of  corrup- 
tion, and  it  is  now  one  of  the  cleanest,  busiest,  and 
healthiest  little  towns  in  the  south  of  England. 
Flags  were  flying,  bonfires  blazed,  and  bands 
played  in  Shoreham  on  "  Coronation  Day,"  for  the 
place  retains  all  its  old  loyalty  to  the  crown. 
When  Edward  III.  prepared  a  fleet  for  his  in- 
vasion of  France  Shoreham  furnished  twenty-six 
ships  and  three  hundred  and  twenty-nine  marines, 
helping  the  expedition  more  than  Hull,  South- 
ampton, or  London.  Shoreham  came  out  nobly 
when  England  was  threatened  by  the  Armada,  by 
Bonaparte,  and  by  the  Prussian  bear,  and  to-day 
Shoreham  has  lost  many  a  gallant  son  in  South 
Africa. 

They  are  proud  of  their  past  are  the  people  of 
Shoreham,  and  will  remind  you  that  when  their 
little  town  had  a  reputation  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land  Brighton  was  unknown 
and  Worthing  not  heard  of.  Did  not  the  Merry 
Monarch  speak  of  Brighthelmstone  as  "  a  place 
four  miles  oil  Shoreham,"  and  wa3  it  not  accident 
more  than  natural  beauty  which  made  Brighton 
"  the  queen  of  watering  places."  By  the  way,  the 
angler  who  is  also  a  botanist  will  have  his  heart 
made  glad  at  Shoreham.  Sea  plants  and  land 
plants  abound.  The  bee  orchis  and  many  other 
orchids  grow  in  profusion  on  tlie  downs.  The 
graceful  clematis,  "  Traveller's  Joy,"  gives  a  faint 
idea  of  the  bush-ropes  of  the  tropics ;  and  the 
cream-coloured  starry  clover  is  only  to  be  seen  at 
Shoreham. 

This  little  town,  so  long  a  sleepy  hollow,  is 
waking  up.  Jaded  Londoners  hai,  e  learned  to  love 
its  invigorating  sea  breezes  and  the  bathing  in  it=i 
fresh,  bright  water.  Artists  find  here  some  grand 
subjects  for  their  brushes,  and  people  of  a  specula- 
tive turn  of  mind  who  go  in  for  but  that 

is  another  story.  Felix  Penxb. 
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AUTUMN  SALMON  FISHING. 


There  are  autumn  fish  and  autumn  fish,  and 
■while  some  may  be  discoloured,  gravid,  and  full  of 
spawn  towards  the  end  of  the  season,  or  otherwise 
in  an  early  season  and  one  of  low  waters  and 
correspondingly  high  temperatures,  yet,  on  the 
other  hand,  and  especially  in  a  late  and  backward 
season,  the  case  is  quite  the  reverse,  and  the 
majority  of  the  fish  may  then  pass  at  least,  if  not 
equal  to  spring  fish  by  the  most  fastidious,  as 
affording  capital  sport  and  being  acceptable  for  the 
table.  For  some  six  or  eight  weeks  at  least  the 
autumn  salmon  will  now  be  much  prized  by  all 
who  have  the  good  fortune  to  command  a  reach  of 
the  river,  and,  were  it  for  nothing  but  the  pastime 
itself,  to  the  army  of  anglers  who  are  everywhere 
in  the  North  just  now  the  cost  of  a  few  hundred 
fish  would  fully  warrant  their  capture. 

But  there  are  as  good  autumn  fish,  plump, 
bright,  and  silvery,  to  be  got  in  abundance  in  the 
early  part  of  the  season  as  there  are  bad  autumn 
fish — which  should  be  carefully  handled  and 
returned — towards  the  close  of  the  season.  The 
honest  sportsman  knows  the  difference,  and  how- 
ever great  the  temptation  may  be,  carefully  returns 
all  such  as  he  would  a  kelt  in  the  spring  time, 
having  the  good  of  the  river  in  his  heart  more  than 
the  terrors  of  the  law  in  his  head. 

The  present  run  of  autumn  fish  on  the  Tay,  Dee, 
Spey,  Ness,  and  kindred  east  coast  streams,  is  the 
finest  that  has  been  met  with  for  many  years. 
The  specimens  on  the  market  slabs  towards  the 
close  of  the  season  were  models  of  grace  and  beauty, 
and  pictures  of  salmon  of  the  first  order,  especially 
the  grilse  of  six,  eight,  and  ten  pounds  in  weight. 

It  is  often  thrown  in  the  teeth  of  the  autumn 
angler  that  the  game  is  not  worth  the  candle,  that 
the  autumn  fish  are  so  simple  and  silly  that  they 
will  come  to  anything  thrown  in  to  them,  from  the 
proverbial  "  old  boot  "  to  the  eel  tail.  In  some 
late  rivers  this  may  be  so  to  a  certain  extent,  and 
only  towards  the  close  of  a  very  early  season,  when 
fish  have  begun  to  take  freely  to  the  redds.  They 
are  then  somewhat  "  tame,"  to  use  a  sporting 
term.  They  are  either  so  absorbed  in  preparations 
for  coming  domestic  duties,  or  are  otherwise  so 
changed  as  to  have  lost  all  natural  fear  and  caution, 
that  at  this  time,  and  until  they  have  spawned,  all 
salmon,  and  trout  too,  are  most  susceptible  to  any 
bait  thrown  their  way,  and  may  even  be  quietly 
gaffed  if  the  "  clip  "  be  in  the  hands  of  a  cunning 
poacher. 

All  this  is  known  full  well.  But  because  a  few 
gravid  fish  may  be  abused  at  the  close  of  the  season 
in  the  darkening  days  of  "  chill  November  "  or  late 
October  there  is  no  reason  for  supposing  that  all 
autumn  fish  are  of  the  same  calibre,  that  they 
are  as  spiritless,  and  so  easily  lured  as  not  to  be 
worth  the  luring  at  all,  and  on  the  other  hand  so 
discoloured  and  unshapely  as  to  be  hardly  fit  for 
dogs,  let  alone  being  served  up  at  table. 

No,  there  are  autumn  fish  as  lithe  and  frisky  as 
a  new-run  grilse  or  sea-trout,  and  as  comely  and 
shapely  as  both.  Moreover,  many  ot  the  autumn 
run  are  really  late  grilse,  and  are  so  designated  on 
many  rivers,  such  as  the  Tay  and  Deveron,  but  on 
the  Dee  and  Spey  all  fish  of  over  71b.  or  81b.  are 
usually  classed  as  salmon,  whether  they  are  grilse 
or  not. 

In  low,  clear  waters,  although  there  may  be 
plenty  of  salmon  about,  autumn  fish  are  anything 
but  easy  of  capture,  especially  to  the  fly.  The 
prawner,  the  wormer,  and  the  votary  to  the  spin- 
ning lure  may  often  get  a  hold  when  the  Jock  Scott, 
Silver  Doctor,  Lady  Caroline,  or  other  autumn 
fancies  are  out  of  it.  But  with  an  average  water, 
or  especially  after  a  semi-spate,  then  the  fly  comes 
to  the  front  as  the  lure  of  lures  and  sport  becomes 
fast  and  furious,  for  if  the  fish  are  in  the  humour 
of  rising,  and  fairly  plentiful  in  the  pools,  there 
will  be  no  lack  of  sport  at  some  hour  of  the  day  at 
least. 

The  autumn  season  has  many  more  pleasant 
attractions  than  the  early  spring.  The  surroundings 
are  quite  different,  and  the  pleasures  ot  the  sport 
doubly  enhanced  by  the  creature  comforts  which 
can  be  fully  enjoyed  at  the  same  time. 

The  spring  lias  its  charms,  but  they  are  more  for 
the  young  enthusiast,  who  can  without  much  dread 
face  the  chances  of  a  rigorous  Arctic  season,  than 
the  middle  aged  sportsman  unhardened  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  waterside.  The  autumn  is  then 
his  time,  and  without  fear  or  dread  he  may  wade 
the  shingle  pool  up  to  the  armpits  if  necessary. 


and  when  he  has  run  and  landed  his  ten  or  twenty 
pounder,  as  the  case  may  be,  he  may  seat  himself 
on  the  bank  and  wipe  "  the  sweat  of  battle  from 
his  brow  "  without  the  dread  of  a  chill,  or  the 
necessity  of  pushing  matters  to  keep  the  circulation 
up. 

It  is  often  thrown  up  by  the  commercial 
money-grubbing  netsman  that  the  autumn  angler 
is  responsible  for  the  great  deterioration  in  the 
salmon  supply.  But  he  forgets  that  one  sweep  of 
his  bag-net  will  often  "  do  "  for  as  many  fish  as  all 
the  sportsmen  on  the  river  may  come  across  in 
weeks  of  constant  angling ;  and  that  a  fish  is  a 
fish,  whether  it  come  to  a  "  Jock  Scott "  or  be 
taken  in  a  bag-net,  and  that  the  loss  is  all  the 
same  to  the  river  in  the  long  run.  During  last 
season  three  Imndred  tonn  of  salmon,  fjrihe,  and 
sea-trout  were  netted  on  the  Tay  and  Barn  !* 
What  about  the  hundred  odd  other  salmon  fishery 
districts  in  Scotland  !  After  this  let  the  netsman 
be  silent,  and  pick  the  beam  out  of  his  own  eye 
before  he  attempts  to  hunt  for  the  moth  in  his 
brother's — save  the  connection. 

The  autumn  season  has  opened  extremely  well 
all  over  the  north.  A  spate  would  be  an  immeiiate 
advantage,  but  for  all  that  fish  will  run  up  in 
smaller  shoals  than  with  a  flood,  and  all  the  same  in 
even  very  small  waters.  The  lower  reaches  of  the 
longer  rivers  have  the  best  of  the  back-end  sport, 
and  consequently  they  command  higher  rentals 
then  the  far  inland  waters,  which  seldom  share  in 
the  autumn  run  proper.  This  year,  however, 
there  are  better  prospects  for  upper  proprietors 
and  sportsmen  of  seeing  early  autumn  fish  than 
has  been  for  many  years  back,  and  altogether  the 
chances  are  constantly  and  steadily  on  the  increase. 
A  good  start  has  been  made  on  the  Tay,  Dee,  Don, 
Deveron,  and  Spey,  and  more  anglers  are  abroad 
just  now  than  have  been  almost  since  the  season 
opened  in  the  early  spring  of  the  year. 

The  autumn  lures  in  vogue  are  much  the  same 
as  the  early  spring  flies  and  baits,  but  usually  of 
smaller  sizes  on  account  of  the  lighter  waters. 

G.  M. 


"WILTSHIRE  STEEAMS  AND 
CANALS. 


A  GOODLY  number  of  rivers  rise  in  the  county  of 
Wilts,  more  than  one  of  them  biing  trout  streams ; 
but  none  of  them  are  of  much  importance  for 
navigation,  except  a  comparatively  short  length  of 
the  Thames  between  Cricklade  and  Lechlade. 

The  Thames  rises  at  Thames  Head,  near 
Tetbury-road  Station,  and  flows  through  or  by 
Somerford  Keynes,  Ashton  Keynes,  and  on  to 
Cricklade,  where  pike  fishing  is  very  good,  and 
trout  are  also  found  here  of  fair  size  ;  the  Churn 
joins  at  this  point,  and  from  here  the  Thames  flows 
on  past  Kempsford  to  Lechlade,  which  is  partly  in 
Wiltshire. 

The  Thames  at  Lechlade  contains  a  quantity  of 
fine  pike,  perch,  barbel,  chub,  tench,  and  roach, 
and  also  fine  trout  up  to  61b.  and  71b.  Permission 
to  fish  the  Lechlade  waters  has  to  be  obtained  of 
the  landlord  of  The  Trout,  at  St.  John's  Bridge, 
who  rents  the  whole  of  the  Lechlade  and  Buscot 
(Berks)  fisheries,  and  reserves  the  water  chiefly  for 
anglers  who  stay  at  the  inn,  which  is  close  to  the 
river.    This  stretch  is  four  miles  in  length. 

The  Thames  is  fed  in  Wiltshire  by  the  Ray  and 
the  Cole  (the  latter  some  thirteen  miles  in  length), 
Flagham  Brook  and  Swill  Brook.  The  Ray  is  a 
mill-stream  containing  trout  and  coarse  fish,  and 
is  about  sixteen  miles  (in  length,  rising  amidst 
the  hills  near  Wroughton,  famous  for  its  training 
grounds,  and  it  flows  on  past  Swindon  into  the 
Thames  near  Cricklade.  'The  Cole  rises  to  the 
east  of  the  Ray,  and  flows  into  the  Thames 
near  Lechlade,  and  it  contains  trout  and  coarse 
fish. 

That  famous  trout  stream  the  Kennet  rises  at  the 
village  of  Kennet,  whence  its  name,  amongst  the 
Marlborough  Downs,  and  first  flows  south  and 
then  east  to  Marlborough  and  Hungerford,  and  on 
to  Reading,  where  it  flows  into  the  Thames. 
Hungerford  and  Marlborough  are  two  important 
angling  centres,  especially  for  large  trout.  At 
Marlborough  the  Kennet  is  fed  by  the  Ogbourne 
near  Ramsbury,  and  near  Hungerford  a  brook 
flows  into  it  from  Bedwyn. 

*  Is  this  correct  7  It  seems  to  work  out  at  about 
33,GOO  salmon  and  grilse,  averaging  201b. — Ed. 


The  stretch  of  the  Kennet  which  flows  through 
Wiltshire  is  about  twenty  miles  in  length,  the 
scenery  in  parts  being  of  a  varied  and  picturesque 
character,  and  its  splendid  trouting  is  well-known 
to  the  majority  of  fly  fishers  as  providing  some  of 
the  finest  trout  in  the  kingdom. 

The  Churn,  on  the  borders  of  Wiltshire,  which 
contains  fine  trout,  pike,  perch,  roach,  and  chub, 
rises  at  Cubberly,  in  Gloucestershire. 

In  the  matter  of  canals,  Wiltshire  is  intersected 
by  several. 

The  Thames  and  Severn  Canal  is  some  thirty- 
three  miles  in  length,  and  passes  through  or  by 
Cirencester  and  Cricklade  from  near  Stroud,  and 
joins  the  Thames  at  Inglesham  Lock,  about  a  mile 
above  Lechlade,  giving  direct  communication,  when 
in  order  (which  it  will  be  shortly),  with  London 
and  Gloucester.  This  canal  contains  a  number  of 
small  pike,  fine  tench,  perch,  and  roach,  and  it  is 
easily  reached  from  Paddington,  via  Swindon  and 
Cricklade  or  Oxford  and  Lechlade. 

The  Kennet  and  Avon  Canal  connects  Hunger- 
ford, Devizes,  and  Bradford,  and  Bath  and  Bristol, 
and  the  Wilts  and  Berks  Canal  provides  communi- 
cation with  the  Kennet  and  Avon  near  Mslksham, 
and  also  joins  the  North  Wilts  Canal  near  Swindon. 
The  traffic  on  these  canals  is  of  minor  importance, 
and  the  Wilts  and  Berks  Canal  is  to  be  abandoned 
to  its  fate. 

Altogether  the  Wiltshire  streams  and-  canals 
provide  excellent  waters  either  for  the  expert  fly 
fisher  or  for  the  general  angler,  and  the  Thames 
stretch  from  Cricklade  to  Lechlade  provides  a 
grand  stretch  of  many  miles  of  clear,  uninterrupted 
casting,  either  from  boat  or  bank.  One  man  this 
season  has  caught  nearly  a  hundred  fine  chub  on 
this  stretch,  one  ot  them  being  a  5-pounder,  and 
many  of  them  with  the  fly.  F.  L. 


SEA  ANGLING  AT  DAERYNANE, 
CO.  KERRY. 


Darrvnane  is  one  ot  the  best  places  in  Kerry 
for  sea  angling.  lb  is  prettily  situated  on  the 
harbour  of  the  same  name,  a  sheltered  inlet  ot 
Kenmare  Bay.  The  scenery  around  is  beautiful, 
combining  fine  views  of  mountain  and  sea.  Near  by 
is  Darrjnane  Abbey,  formerly  the  seat  ot  Daniel 
0"Connell,  better  known  to  many  perhaps  as  "  The 
Liberator."  The  mansion  is  now  occupied  by  his 
grandson.  The  place  is  wooded  for  a  considerable 
distance  around,  the  sea  just  in  front  and  grand 
mountains  behind.  A  snug  little  hostelry,  recently 
fitted  up,  is  situated  near  the  pier,  and  here  boats 
and  competent  fishermen  can  be  had  who  do  their 
best  to  provide  sport  for  their  patrons.  The  place 
has  a  well-deserved  reputation  for  excellent  pollack 
fishing,  but  all  other  fish  usually  taken  on  the 
Kerry  coast  can  be  got  also.  Pollack  can  be  had 
by  fishing  from  the  rocky  shores,  but  the  bes 
sport  is  had  from  boats.  The  fishing  grounds  ar 
quite  close  to  the  hotel.  The  present  season  has 
been  a  good  one  here  so  far,  and  the  sport  at 
present  had  among  various  fish  would  be  difficult 
to  beat.  Whiting,  pollack,  wrasse,  gurnard,  bream, 
etc.,  are  numerous,  but  angling  visitors  have  not 
been  much  in  evidence,  the  place  being  com- 
paratively little  known — at  least  to  anglers.  The 
locality  being  so  well  sheltered  anglers  can  go  out 
at  Darrynane  at  times  when  it  would  be  impossible 
to  go  out  elsewhere  in  Kerry  when  strong  winds 
blow.  Darrynane  is  about  seven  miles  from  Water- 
ville,  and  the  drive  from  the  latter  place  is  over  a 
fine  mountain  road,  whence  a  lovely  succession  of 
splendid  views  are  to  be  had.  When  Coomahista 
pass  is  reached  the  panorama  opened  to  tlie 
delighted  traveller's  eye  is  something  to  be  remem- 
bered. To  the  south  will  be  seen  the  romantic 
district  of  Bear  and  Bantry  and  the  beautiful  finely 
outlined  broad  expanse  of  Kenmare  Bay  ;  to  the 
west  the  broad  Atlantic  with  the  Skelligs  rocks 
standing  up  boldly  out  of  it,  while  to  the  north  shall 
be  seen  the  open  bay  of  Ballinskelligs  with  the 
stately  hotels  and  pretty  village  of  Waterville 
gleaming  in  the  sunshine  on  a  silver  belt  of  strand. 
To  those  seeking  good  sea  angling  in  a  quiet  out- 
of-the-way  place  amongst  fine  scenery  Darrynane 
should  be  an  ideal  spot,  and  any  anglers  that  may 
be  tempted  to  visit  the  place  after  reading  this 
little  article  will,  I  am  confident,  not  be  disap- 
pointed either  with  the  place  or  the  sport  obtained 
there.  T.  J.  D. 
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STEAY  NOTES  ON  FISHING  AND 
NATUEAL  HISTOEY.* 

{Continued  from  page  149.) 
Destevctiox  Caused  by  Pike. 

One  year  in  January  he  had  purchased  and 
turned  into  the  lake  at  Boilsfut  nine  hundred  carp 
of  a  particularly  good  breed,  weighing,  one  with 
another,  a  poond  each  ;  but  of  these,  when  the 
water  was  let  out  in  the  month  of  October,  not 
a  single  one  was  to  be  found,  the  pike  not  having 
suffered  a  solitary  individual  to  escape  them.  Since 
that  time  Mr.  Maltby  has  allowed  no  pike  to  be 
pat  into  his  water,  as  stock,  above  a  pound  in 
weight,  which  (as  younger  fish  do  not  gain  weight 
so  fast)  will  not  increase  in  a  year  to  more  than 
about  three  or  four  pounds.  It  is  only  after 
attaining  that  weight  that  their  growth  becomes  so 
astonishingly  rapid. 

In  the  lake  at  Boilsfut,  pike,  perch,  and  white 
fish  breed  fast,  but  the  fish  bom  in  that  lake  do 
not  increase  so  fast  by  two-thirds  as  those  born  in 
La  Hulpe ;  so  that,  although  their  transport  from 
the  one  to  the  other  is  expensive,  yet  it  is  made 
up  for  by  the  increase  of  weight  in  the  fish 
transported. 

Perch  do  not  appear  to  grow  to  a  large  size  in 
his  waters,  not  running  commonly  to  more  than  a 
pound  weight,  although,  from  the  large  number 
taken  with  rod  and  line,  as  much  sometimes  as 
forty  pounds  weight  to  a  single  rod  in  a  day,  they 
may  scarcely  have  a  fair  chance  of  obtaining  their 
full  dimensions.  Thinking,  however,  that  his 
breed  was  an  indifferent  one,  Mr.  Maltby  crossed 
it  with  some  from  the  Meuse.  Similarly,  with  a 
view  of  improving  his  breed  of  carp,  he  imported 
some  from  the  Pihine,  whereby  he  obtained  a  very 
handsome  cross  in  point  of  shape  and  colour, 
besides  an  actual  improvement  in  the  quality  of 
the  fish. 

Tench. 

Tench  he  found  to  be  very  slow  growers,  and  he 
had  a  difficulty  in  ascertaining  what  water  suited 
them  best.  One  year  he  had  them  up  to  21b.,  but 
they  were  so  much  sought  after  that  he  was  induced 
to  allow  all  the  best  to  be  sold.  In  an  unusually 
favourable  breeding  season  for  them  at  least  10,000 
have  been  added  to  his  stock.  He  considers  them 
for  the  table  by  far  the  best  fish,  being  firm  and  full 
flavoured,  without  the  least  taint  of  mud,  so  much 
80,  indeed,  that  they  are  found  to  be  better  plain- 
boiled  than  dressed  in  any  way.  The  carp  were 
also  extremely  good  in  quality,  having  a  curd  like 
salmon,  and  their  condition  when  in  season  being 
such  that  the  under  side  of  one  of  41b.  or  51b. 
ordinarily  exhibited  a  coating  of  fat  perhaps  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  in  thickness. 

There  can  surely  be  no  reason  why  breeds  of  fish 
should  not  by  selection,  proper  management,  and 
feeding  be  susceptible  of  improvement  just  as  much 
as  those  of  cattle,  sheep,  or  poultry.  All  that  is 
required  to  ensure  it  is  doubtless  careful  attention 
combined  with  a  discriminating  judgment  such  as 
Mr.  Maltby  has  brought  to  bear  upon  the  subject. 
It  is  much  to  be  hoped  that  it  may  be  taken  up  by 
others  who  have  time  and  opportunities  for  prose- 
cuting it,  and  that  stimulated  by  his  example,  and 
encouraged  by  his  success,  they  will  be  induced  to 
persevere  until  they  have  shown  that  the  many 
thousand  acres  occupied  by  now  unprofitable  ponds 
may  be  made  to  return  as  good,  if  not  (as  I  believe 
may  be  the  case)  a  better,  rate  of  interest  than  the 
land  surrounding  them. 

The  following  incident  occurs  to  me  as  decidedly 
tending  to  confirm  Mr.  Maltby's  observation  that 
the  growth  of  fish  is  under  certain  circumstances 
much  promoted  by  their  transfer  from  one  piece  of 
water  to  another. 

In  a  pond,  the  roach  in  which  were  very  numerous 
and  ran  generally  from  about  four  to  six  inches  in 
length,  a  friend  and  I  one  morning,  just  at  the  close 
of  the  hay  harvest — throwing  a  worm  fly  fashion, 
and  drawing  it  in  very  slowly — caught,  to  our  great 
aurprise,  some  twenty  or  thirty,  weighing  one  with 
another  nearly  or  quite  a  pound  each. 

We  were  altogether  at  a  loss  to  understand  what 
could  have  led  to  their  attaining  this  unusual  size, 
until  we  found  that  about  that  number,  which  had 
been  taken  out  of  another  pond,  and  afterwards  for 
JHWric  time  incarcerated  in  a  tank  in  the  stable- 
yard,  had  been  turned  in  there.    The  change  from 

*  From  the  voltune  by  Cornwall  BimeoD. 


the  short  commons  on  which  they  had  been  kept 
in  the  tank  to  the  more  liberal  fare  furnished  by 
their  new  quarters,  added  to  the  fact  that  the  pond, 
from  beinj;  of  comparatively  recent  construction, 
afforded  an  extra  supply  of  food,  had  doubtless 
been  the  simple  causes  to  which  this  increase  in 
their  growth  was  attributable. 

Besides  these  roach  and  a  quantity  of  others  of 
the  ordinary  size,  we  also  caught  the  same  day  as 
many,  I  think,  as  eight  or  ten  carp,  weighing  per- 
haps three  to  five  pounds  each,  some  eels  and 
(unintentionally)  two  or  three  trout  (part  of  a  lot 
which  had  been  recently  introduced),  so  that  that 
morning's  work  is  impressed  on  my  memory  as 
altogether  about  the  most  productive  bit  of  pond- 
fishing  that  I  ever  had. 

The  trout,  which  it  was  hoped  might  have  be- 
come naturalised  in  the  pond,  gradually  succumbed, 
as  usual,  to  the  muddiness  of  the  water  caused  by 
the  carp,  it  being  from  that  cause  almost  an  im- 
possibility to  get  the  two  to  do  well  together, 
unless  the  piece  of  water  in  which  they  are  placed 
has,  running  through  it,  a  stream  sufficiently 
strong  to  carry  off  the  mud. 

Noises  made  by  Caep  at  Night — How  Produced. 

If  on  a  fine  calm  summer  night  you  visit  a  piece 
of  water  well  stocked  with  carp,  especially  if  its 
sides  be  perpendicular  and  faced  with  brick,  and 
the  fish  be  numerous  in  proportion  to  the  feed, 
you  will  probably  hear  every  now  and  then  a  long- 
drawn  sucking  noise,  followed  by  one  as  of  blowing. 
These  are  occasionally  so  loud  and  striking  that 
although  I  imagined  them  to  proceed  from  carp, 
yet  I  could  scarcely  persuade  myself  that  such 
was  the  case  until  I  had  lain  down  on  the  grass 
and  succeeded  in  touching  them  with  my  hand 
whilst  in  the  very  act  of  producing  them.  They 
are,  I  have  no  doubt,  ascribable  to  the  carp's 
habit,  while  "  priming  "  along  the  edges  of  ponds 
at  night,  of  sucking  in  from  the  interstices  amongst 
the  bricks,  etc.,  any  insects  which  may  be  lurking 
there,  and  which  he  could  not  otherwise  get  within 
reach  of  his  mouth,  and  afterwards  rejecting  any 
substances  which  may  not  suit  him,  all  "  between 
wind  and  water,"  as  a  sailor  would  say.  The 
fact  that  these  noises  are  louder,  more  prolonged, 
and  more  frequent  in  a  pond  faced  with  brickwork 
than  in  one  the  sides  of  which  slope  off  gradually 
and  present  a  comparatively  even  surface,  seems 
to  lead  to  this  conclusion.  When  feeding  carp 
with  bread,  you  may  often  see  this  power  of 
suction  exercised  by  one  as  he  rises  almost  per- 
pendicularly under  a  piece  floating  on  the  surface 
and  draws  it  down  in  a  little  vortex  to  his  scarcely 
visible  mouth,  which,  by  the  way,  is  thus  enabled 
to  take  in  much  larger  morsels  than  it  otherwise 
could.  A  few  minutes'  close  inspection  of  gold 
fish  in  an  aquarium  will  show  the  same  process  of 
indraught  and  expulsion  continually  in  operation. 

(To  be  continued.) 


FISH  CULTUEE  AND  FOOD  FOE 
FISH  CULTUEE. 
CHESS  EIVER  TROUT  FARM, 
Choeleywood,  Rickmansworth,  Herts. 

[Mr.  A.  R.  Peart,  after  thoroughly  testing  the 
capabilities  of  the  place,  has  acquired  this  fishery, 
and  has  already  increased  the  pond  accommodation 
considerably.  I  am  glad  to  see  that'  he  cultivates 
food  for  fish  as  well  as  fish. — Ed.  F.G.] 

Season  1902-1903. 

I  BEG  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  sportsmen  and 
owners  of  fishing  waters  the  satisfactory  nature  of 
the  results  that  are  being  obtained  at  this  fishery, 
and  that  a  number  of  new  ponds  have  been  con- 
structed, whereby  the  output  of  the  fishery  has 
been  largely  increased. 

A  reference  to  my  price  list  annexed  will  show 
the  sizes  of  trout  available  for  this  season's  delivery, 
and  it  will  be  noted  that  only  common  trout  and 
rainbow  trout  are  there  given,  as  these  well-known 
species  are  the  most  generally  suitable  and  reliable 
for  stocking  waters  and  for  angling  purposes. 

It  may  be  taken  for  granted  in  south  country 
rivers  and  lakes,  with  some  exceptions,  that  the 
yearling  trout  is  the  smallest  size  from  which  good 
results  are  likely  to  be  obtained ;  but  where  no  fish 
of  any  kind  exist,  fry  may  sometimes  give  equally 
good  results.  "Where  pike  are  present,  as  they 
unfortunately  are  in  many  excellent  trout  streams, 
only  the  largest  two-year-olds  should  be  selected 


to  stock  with,  and  at  the  same  time  every  effort 
should  be  made  to  reduce  the  number  of  pike. 

Before  stocking  waters  which  have  not  previously 
contained  trout,  or  in  restocking  those  where  the 
results  have  not  been  altogether  satisfactory,  it 
should  be  ascertained  whether  tho  natural  food  of 
trout  is  present  in  sufficient  quantities,  as  the 
growth  rate  of  trout  will  be  extremely  small  unless 
well  fed,  the  remedy  being,  in  cases  where  the  food 
supply  is  deficient,  to  stock  first  with  suitable 
insects,  molluscs,  and  crustaceans,  which  increase 
enormously  in  a  short  time  by  breeding,  when  the 
trout  can  be  turned  in  and  will  find  suitable  food 
awaiting  them.  The  water  should  afterwards  be 
self-supporting  if  not  overstocked  with  trout. 

Aquatic  plants  have  also  an  important  bearing 
on  the  well-being  of  trout,  directly,  as  producers  of 
oxygen,  and  indirectly,  as  being  essential  to  the 
production  of  a  good  supply  of  natural  food. 

In  some  cases  it  does  not  seem  advisable  to 
introduce  rainbow  trout  into  waters  from  which 
they  are  free  to  wander  at  will ;  in  such  waters 
they  will  probably  stray  in  search  of  richer  feeding 
grounds,  unless  the  food  supply  is  very  abundant, 
and  might  thus  be  lost  to  their  owner.  In  screened 
rivers,  or  in  those  which  have  a  specially  good  food 
supply,  and  in  ponds  and  lakes,  they  may  be 
expected  to  do  well ;  they  are  more  to  be  depended 
on  for  sport  than  common  trout,  and  will  often 
thrive  where  these  would  not  exist  at  all, 

Tsvo-year-old  trout  can  be  despatched  as  early  as 
October,  and  customers  requiring  these  should  in 
all  cases  have  them  reserved  some  time  before  they 
are  required,  as  the  whole  supply  is  generally 
booked  long  before  the  close  of  the  season. 

A,  R,  Peart,  Proprietor. 

The  price  list  includes : — Fry  (delivered  during 
April  and  May) — S.  fario  (common  trout) ;  S. 
irideus  (rainbow  trout).  Yearlings  (delivered  from 
November  to  April) — Common  trout  and  rainbow 
trout,  from  Gin.  to  6in.  Two-year-olds  (delivered 
from  October  to  February) — Common  trout  and 
rainbow  trout,  from  Sin.  to  12Ln,  Natural  food — 
Gammarjis,  L.  Peregcr,  Corixa,  Larvae  of 
EphemeridiE  (various).  Larvae  of  Trichoptera 
(various).  Aquatic  and  marginal  plants — All  the 
best  varieties;  prices  quoted  on  receipt  of 
particulars. 


AN  lEISH  FISHING  EESOET— 
WATEEVILLE. 


Waterville,  at  the  south-western  extremity  of 
the  Iveragh  promontory  in  co.  Kerry,  and  situated 
on  Ballinskelligs  Bay,  has,  within  less  than  fifty 
years,  much  less,  grown  from  a  double  line  of 
thatched  cottages  into  a  fashionable  sea-side  fresh 
and  salt  water  fishing  ground,  an  Atlantic  and  other 
telegraph  station,  and  bathing  place,  with  five  hotels 
of  varying  attractiveness,  golf  links,  tennis  grounds, 
some  shooting,  and  a  coursing  club,  while  its  roads 
are  now  familiar  with  the  ubiquitous  "  bike  "  and 
an  occasional  motor-car,  not  to  mention  numerous 
tourist  coaches  of  Scottish  pattern,  and  still  more 
abundant  Irish  cars. 

But  the  exploitation  of  the  place's  capabilities 
gives  the  impression  of  being  somewhat  overdone, 
and  its  productiveness  as  a  magnet  to  draw  the 
tourists'  money,  almost  panned  out,  at  least  for 
the  wandering  fisherman,  who  seems  to  find  the 
sound  of  its  coach-horns  blended  with  the  echoes 
of  advertisements  scarcely  more,  perhaps  even  less, 
reliable  than  usual. 

Fishing  there  is  to  be  had  at  intervals  in  a  long 
season,  of  rather  accidental  quality  as  to  results, 
and  Ln  the  months  of  August  and  September,  when 
salmon  netting  has  ceased,  hotels  are  often 
crowded,  except  the  one  best  situated  and  most 
expensive,  standing  beside  the  lake.  Those  on 
each  side  of  the  single  street  of  substantial  two- 
storeyed  slated  houses  are  more  than  sufficiently 
comfortable  for  sportsmen  who  only  spend  their 
wet  days  therein,  and  are  neither  cheap  nor  very 
dear,  but  the  custom  of  employing  two  boatmen 
where  one  would  be,  in  average  weather,  ample,  at 
two  guineas  a  week  (boat  included),  adds  consider- 
ably to  expenses,  still  fiurther  swelled  by  eight  or 
ten  shilling  drives  to  inland  lakes,  when  one's  turn 
to  fish  these — after  waiting  for  days — has  come 
round. 

The  coach  service  is  evidently  a  tourist  specula- 
tion more  or  less  connected  with  the  railway 
company  and  their  hotels,  at  which  superior 
London  prices  are  prevalent  for  accommodation 


166 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


September  6,  1902 


and  commissariat,  sound  and  plain  enough,  even  if 
rather  needlessly  elaborate,  for  any  but  ordinary 
tourists  to  grumble  at  according  to  custom,  no 
matter  what  they  find  prepared  for  them.  One 
may  pay  five  shillings  for  a  single  bed  and  have  to 
remind  the  attendant  in  the  morning  that  boots 
left  outside  bis  door  have  escaped  cleaning — an 
accident,  of  course,  as  service  is  not  charged  in  the 
bill. 

The  coach  fares  are  the  most  reasonable  charges 
in  the  country,  but  some  of  the  horses  had  coughs 
or  were  lame  quite  lately,  and  did  not  seem  too 
highly  fed  ;  nor  was  their  pace  at  all  too  danger- 
ously rapid  to  interfere  with  contemplation  of  the 
views. 

Some  years  ago  the  Waterville  fishing  was  nearly 
all  quite  free ;  things  are  different  now.  That  on 
Lough  Currane  is  still  so,  both  to  the  holder  of  a 
£1  salmon  licence  and  to  the  non-licensed  angler 
for  brown  trout  only,  but  in  other  places  the  fishing 
rights  belong  to  the  hotels  or  to  private  owners. 
On  arriving  at  a  full  hotel  late  in  the  evening  the 
fine  display  of  sea  and  brown  trout,  often  over  a 
pound  or  two  in  weight,  to  be  seen  in  the  hall 
raises  expectations  of  good  sport,  though  several  of 
the  "  brownies  "  run  small.  Further  information, 
however,  shows  that  nearly  all  the  gentlemen  and 
many  of  the  ladies  at  the  hotel,  perhaps  twenty  or 
thirty,  or  more,  have  helped  (with  one  of  the  boat- 
men in  each  boat)  to  swell  the  results,  and  the 
catch  of  each  party  may  turn  out  to  have  been  so 
small  as  one,  two,  three,  or  four  fish,  except  at 
the  inland  mountain  lakes,  in  the  larger  of  which 
both  fresh  and  salt  water  salmonidci'  are  found, 
and  whence  bags  of  twenty  to  thirty  may  be 
brought  in  of  both  kinds,  got  from  a  boat  working 
two  rods,  or  sometimes  even  a  grilse  may  be  taken. 
Among  the  slain  will  be  but  one  or  two  of  these 
larger  groups,  for  there  is  but  one  hotel  boat  on 
each  of  the  inland  lakes,  where  there  are  boats  at 
all,  and  its  use  for  a  day  must  be  bespoken  in 
advance.  Like  a  majority  of  coast  fishings  in 
Scotland,  Ireland,  etc.,  rod  fishing  is  of  little  use 
in  the  intervals  between  spates,  so  prayers  for  rain 
are  prominent  among  the  orisons  of  Waterville 
anglers.  If  enough  comes  to  raise  the  streams 
there  are  two  nice  salmon  and  sea-trout  rivers 
within  reach,  the  Inny  and  the  Cummeragh,  the 
last  flowing  from  Cloonaughlin  lake  into  Lough 
Currane,  the  other  to  the  sea,  and  some  luck  may 
be  expected  in  either  or  both,  depending  on  the 
rights  attached  to  one's  hotel.  In  the  sea  at 
Ballinskelligs  Bay  doubtless  there  may  be  as  good 
fish  as  ever  were  caught,  but  those  taken  by  sea 
anglers  during  a  recent  visit  did  not  seem  to  have 
been  worth  showing  or  speaking  of,  this  sport  at 
the  time  being  poor. 

Among  its  advantages  Waterville  possesses  a 
resident  expert  in  fly  dressing,  Tim  McCarthy, 
whose  hands  are  full  of  work,  and  his  productions 
^•ery  neat  and  attractive  as  well  as  moderate  in 
price,  his  stock  being  also  considerable  and  varied. 

There  is  fine  scenery  in  the  country  (one  of  the 
wildest  tarns  revisited  being  that  of  Coomb-na- 
coth-cun,  among  Mr.  Galvan's  waters,  unfished  for 
three  years  past,  there  being  no  boat  there),  but 
the  pictorial  interests  of  the  landscapes  would  be 
much  improved,  both  as  to  variety  and  actual 
value,  if  forests  existed  now  where  they  were  once 
universal,  and  there  is  an  abundance  of  moist  sea 
air,  in  which  the  fuchsia  flourishes  like  a  weed. 
Viewed  as  a  fishing  station  for  anglers,  under  favour- 
able weather  and  water  conditions,  doubtless  lucky 
days  may  be  met  with,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  what 
fishing  there  is  to  be  had  is  sufficient  for  the 
numbers  who  seek  it,  or  quite  worth  the  trouble 
and  expense  of  going  so  far  in  quest  of,  a  remark 
equally  applicable  to  many  of  the  vaunted  fishing 
grounds  of  other  regions  in  the  British  Isles. 

Benwyan. 


TITE  FISHP]RIES  (OYSTER,  CRAB  AND 
LOJ'.STER)  A(^T,  1S77, 
40  and  41  Vict.  cap.  42 ;  and  Bye-laws  under 
THE  SEA  FISHERIES  REGULATION  ACTS, 
51  and  52  Vict.  cap.  51,  and  54  and  55  Vict.  cap.  87, 
Part.  2,  and  57  and  58  Vict.  cap.  2G. 

so  KAB  AS  TIIEY  BELATB  TO 

CRABS  AND  LOBSTERS. 


KoTicK  IK  HKUKiiY  oivEN  that  in  accordance  with 
the  Fisheries  (Ouster,  Crab  and  Lobster)  Act,  1877, 
ftud  the  Bye4aws  made  under  the  Sea  Fisheries 


Regulation  Acts,  it  is  enacted  amongst  other  pro- 
visions that  it  is  illegal — 

To  take,  have  in  possession,  sell,  expose  for  sale, 
consign  for  sale,  or  buy  for  sale — 

(1)  Any  edible  crab  which  measures  less  than  four 
inches  and  a  quarter  across  the  broadest  part  of  the 
back  ; 

(2)  Any  edible  crab  carrying  any  spawn  attached  to 
the  tail  or  other  exterior  part  of  the  crab,  whether 
known  as  "  berried  crab,"  "  seed  crab,"  "  spawn  crab," 
or  "  ran  crab,"  or  by  any  other  name  ; 

(3)  Any  edible  crab  which  has  recently  oast  its  shell, 
whether  known  as  "caster,"  "white  crab,"  "  white- 
footed  crab,"  "  white-livered  crab,"  "soft  crab,"  "glass 
crab,"  or  by  any  other  name  ; 

(4)  Any  lobster  which  measures  less  than  eight  inches 
from  the  tip  of  the  beak  to  the  end  of  the  tail  when 
spread  as  far  as  possible  ilat. 

Every  person  who  acts  in  contravention  of  the  above 
provisions  is  liable  to  a  penalty  of  £2  for  the  first 
offence,  and  £10  for  every  subsequent  offence,  and  to 
forfeit  all  illegal  crabs  or  lobsters. 

These  enactments  are  subject  to  alteration  by  bye- 
laws  made  by  Local  Fisheries  Committees  for  Sea 
Fisheries  Districts,  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade ;  and  in  the  following  districts  it  is  illegal  to 
take  crabs  less  than  the  sizes  specified  below: — The 
Southern  Sea  Fisheries  District,  the  Devon  Sea 
Fisheries  District,  the  Cornwall  Sea  Fisheries  District, 
the  Lancashire  and  Western  Sea  Fisheries  District — 
five  inches  across  the  broadest  part  of  the  back. 

The  Cumberland  Sea  Fisheries  District — four  and  a 
half  inches  across  the  broadest  part  of  the  back. 

Under  similar  bye-laws  it  is  also  illegal  to  take 
lobsters  less  than  the  sizes  specified  below : — The 
Northumberland  Sea  Fisheries  District,  the  North- 
Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  District,  the  Southern  Sea 
Fisheries  District,  the  Devon  Sea  Fisheries  District, 
the  Lancashire  and  Western  Sea  Fisheries  District, 
the  Cumberland  Sea  Fisheries  District — nine  inches 
from  the  tip  of  the  beak  to  the  end  of  the  tail,  when 
spread  as  far  as  possible  flat. 

The  above  regulations  do  not  apply  to  edible  crabs 
intended  for  bait,  except  in  the  following  districts, 
namely— the  North-Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  District, 
the  Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  District. 

Every  person  who  acts  in  contravention  of  such 
bye-laws  is  liable  to  a  penalty  of  £20,  and  to  forfeiture 
of  fishing  instruments  and  of  fish  in  his  possession. 

BERRIED  CRABS  AND  LOBSTERS. 

The  Committees  for  the  following  Sea  Fisheries 
Districts  have  prohibited  the  taking  of  crabs  and 
lobsters  in  the  condition  or  at  the  times  hereunder 
specified : — 

The  Northtunberland  Sea  Fisheries  District — berried 
lobsters  from  April  to  July  inclusive. 

The  North-Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  District — crabs 
and  lobsters  between  Sept.  1  in  any  year  and  Jan.  31 
in  the  following  year. 

The  Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  District — white-footed 
crabs,  from  Nov.  1  to  June  30  inclusive ;  soft  or  berried 
lobsters. 

The  Kent  and  Essex  Sea  Fisheries  District — berried 
lobsters. 

The  Lancashire  and  Western  Sea  Fisheries  District, 
the  Cumberland  Sea  Fisheries  District — berried  crabs 
and  lobsters. 

By  Order, 
J.  Wrench  Towse, 
Clerk  of  the  Worshipful  Company 
of  Fishmongers,  London. 
Fishmongers"  Hall,  London  Bridge, 
August,  1902. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


Beports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  Qenebal  Rhmabkb.  —  Owing  to  the 
heavy  rain  the  river  is  in  excellent  condition,  the 
stream  is  very  fair,  the  water  is  higher,  and  the  colour 
is  good.  The  river  has  seldom  been  in  such  condition 
in  the  early  part  of  September.  During  the  week 
roach  have  fed  very  well  indeed.  Mr.  P.  Arthur  and 
friend  had  nine  dozen  roach  in  three  hours'  fishing  at 
Surbiton ;  I  had  four  and  a-half  dozen  at  Ditton 
on  Monday  (Sept.  1)  in  three  and  a-half  hours, 
and  several  anglers  have  been  getting  fish  in 
other  parts.  The  fishing  at  Teddington  Weir  has 
been  upset  owing  to  the  centre  paddle  being  up,  but 
this  improved  sport  in  the  lower  reaches,  and  when 
the  paddle  is  shut  there  should  be  a  good  number  of 
fish  work  up  to  the  weir.  Traffic  has  been  consider- 
ably less  on  the  river,  and  so  anglers  have  had  a 
better  chance  of  succets.  Mr.  F.  Sands  has  taken 
four  dozen  dace  at  Kingston  Bridge,  and  some  nice 
bream  have  been  caught  on  a  baited  swim  near  Tate- 
ham's  Island.    With  the  extra  push  of  water  chub 


should  be  worth  a  trial  just  now,  choosing  the  fastest 
stream  of  fair  depth  near  overhanging  boughs  or  under 
high  clay  banks. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — Small  takes  of  good  fish 
have  been  had,  consisting  of  bream,  roach,  and  dace,  and 
some  barbel,  but  no  specimens.  Another  carp  has 
been  caught,  this  time  in  the  Railway  Bridge  swim. 
In  last  week's  report  it  was  printed  none  was  taken 
from  the  banks  ;  it  should  have  been  some  were  taken 
from  the  bank,  in  fact  the  majority  of  the  fish  was 
taken  from  the  bank. — Gaynor  &  Son. 

Ancholme  District. — Sport  has  generally  been 
rather  poor  this  week  and  the  catches  small.  A  good 
downpour  of  rain,  to  put  colour  in  the  water,  would 
improve  matters.  Further  stocking  with  tench,  which 
do  so  well,  is  contemplated. — Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeaoh). — During  the 
week  the  few  heavy  downpours  of  rain  have  had  the 
effect  of  freshening  the  water  and  giving  more  life  to 
the  fish,  especially  the  pike.  Upware  is  now  just  at 
this  season  giving  good  sport  to  the  numerous  anglers 
visiting  there.  The  swims  are  now  in  good  order,  and 
full  of  roach,  some  big  ones  seen ;  baskets  of  roach 
only  up  to  91b.  have  been  had,  the  weather  being 
unsettled  putting  them  off  the  feed  a  bit.  A  good 
lot  of  perch  are  being  had  of  decent  size.  Time  of 
writing  prospects  are  very  cheery.  All  kind  of  bait 
on  the  spot.  —  John  0.  Geoboe,  Beche  -  road, 
Cambridge. 

Bures  (Suffolk). — Very  unsettled  weather,  and 
fish  are  not  at  all  on  the  feed.  No  bream  of  any  size 
are  being  taken,  but  we  are  now  having  some  heavy 
rains,  which  should  help  them  on  a  bit.  Some  few 
good  roach  have  been  taken  mostly  with  the  sink  and 
draw  style,  the  best  bag  I  have  seen  being  twenty  fish, 
weighing  181b.,  twelve  hours  after  capture,  caught  by 
Mr.  R.  Hubbard,  of  the  North  East  Brothers,  and 
Master  M.  Stebbing,  the  largest  fish,  lib.  12oz.,  being 
caught  by  the  youthful  angler,  aged  eleven  years. 
Several  others  have  been  caught  up  to  lib.  Soz.  Caddis 
bait,  gentles,  or  paste  seem  about  equally  successful  as 
bait. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Cornish  Streams. — Until  Tuesday  (Sept.  2)  the 
waters  were  all  low  and  very  clear,  but  the  rain  of 
that  day  improved  matters,  and  rods  on  the  two  rivers, 
Camel  and  Fowey,  did  well  with  psal.  Trout  fishing 
has  been  poor,  except  in  the  higher  reaches  of  the 
Tamar  or  in  some  few  of  the  Launceston  streams. — 
Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  an  1  District).— Very  little  sport 
continues  to  be  had.  On  Sept.  1,  Mr.  E.  Distin 
hooked  four  fine  peal,  but  he  was  not  successful  in 
landing  either.  Mr.  E.  Ackrell  creeled  a  couple  of 
small  trout.  Some  fine  eels  have  been  caught.  Peal 
are  in  evidence  in  the  lower  waters  below  the  weir. 
In  the  Webern,  principally  at  the  mouth  of  that  stream, 
peal  are  very  numerous.  The  close  time  for  salmon 
(net)  licences  has  not  been  altered  to  Feb.  15,  as 
mentioned  last  week,  as  the  resolution  was  lost.  The 
Board  of  Conservators,  however,  decided  to  reduce  the 
charge  for  day  licences  (salmon),  and  it  has  been 
received  with  much  favour. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Cuaiberland).— This  river  is  in  fiirly 
good  order  and  a  run  of  autumn  salmon  is  now  taking 
place.  In  the  Workington  stretches  of  the  river  one  or 
two  have  fallen  to  the  rods  and  several  have  been  caught 
higher  up  the  river.  The  autumn  fishing  promises  very 
well.  Last  week  Mr.  Brown  killed  a  salmon  of  about 
121b.  in  the  Cockermouth  water,  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Rook,  fishing  tackle  manufacturer,  Workington,  was 
successful  in  killing  one  of  7Jlb.  Sea-trout  are  fairly 
plentiful  in  the  river  Derwent  as  also  in  the  Cocker, 
Eben,  Calder,  Esk,  and  other  waters  of  the  district. 
Cai^tain  May  had  a  fine  creel  of  sea-trout  last  week. 
He  was  reported  as  having  caught  sixteen  good  fish. 
During  the  week  worm  fishers  had  large  baskets  of  her- 
ling  and  white  trout,  one  angler  taking  fifty-six  with 
this  lure  in  one  day.  Rain  is  falling,  and  the  river 
may  probably  rise  a  little.  The  barometer,  however, 
is  now  rising  after  being  very  low  for  a  day  or  two. — H. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Torks). — Fairly  good  sport 
has  been  had  with  pike  during  the  past  few  days  down 
by  Kirkham  Abbey,  the  fish  have  averaged  from  about 
31b.  to  71b.  At  time  of  writing,  Sept.  1,  the  river  is 
rather  low,  but  in  fair  condition.  With  warmer 
weather  there  should  be  some  grayling  taken. — H. 

Bsk  (Whitby). — Despite  the  fact  that  the  river 
has  been  low  and  in  poor  condition  several 
enthusiasts  have  been  out,  but  generally  speaking  only 
moderate  spoit  has  been  obtained.  A  few  catches 
have,  however,  been  effected,  an  accurate  record  of 
which  is  not  obtainable  at  the  time  of  writing.  Some 
good  sport  has  been  had  by  amateur  sea  anglers — 
whiting,  billet,  dabs,  etc.,  being  particular  plentiful. — 
J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Bxeter). — The  unsettled  weather 
has  again  been  dead  against  sport,  and  as  a  consequence 
the  creels  have  been  light.  A  few  trout  have  been 
caught  in  the  Exe,  Mr.  D.  Theuwiasen  taking  one 
trout,  l^lb.,  in  fine  condition,  and  in  the  Culm  one 
angler  took  three  perch,  best  fish  over  the  pound,  and 
eleven  roach  averaging  ^Ib.  each.  In  the  canal  some 
roach  and  perch  have  also  been  accounted  for,  also 
ome  fine  eels,  with  dead  minnow  and  lobworms. 
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Carp  and   tench   have  heen  conspicuous  by  their 
absence,  and  prospects  for  the  next  few  days  do  not 
look  very  promising. — Red  Palmer. 
Fen  District   (South  Iiincs  and  Cambs).— 

Although  the  vrater  is  in  fair  trim  for  angling  the 
weather  cannot  be  said  to  be  of  the  best.  Thunder 
and  unsettled  weather  disturbed  the  fish,  and  they  do 
not  bite  as  they  ought  to  do.  From  what  we  can  learn, 
bags  have  only  been  poor  of  all  kinds.  Roach  do  not 
take  the  bait  as  they  ought  to  do,  bream  are  very 
care'ess,  but  tench  and  perch  are  sometimes  met 
with.  Nowhere  has  a  really  good  bag  been  reported, 
still  baskets  have  been  well  filled.  Pike  fishing 
opens  this  week,  and  this  is  sure  to  draw  some  patrons 
to  ithe  Forty-foot.  It  may  be  a  week  or  two  though 
before  anglers  get  a  good  reward, — Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Both  the  Lea  and  its 
tributaries  have  been  freshened  up  by  the  rains,  and 
the  water  is  more  coloured.  There  is  a  better  stream 
running  up  the  Lea,  and  prospects  arc  promising  for 
the  week  end,  favourable  weather  prevailing.  More 
good  roach  have  been  captured,  one  taken  at  Brox- 
bc  nrne  scaling,  it  is  stated,  21b.  Some  perch  and  chub 
have  also  teen  landed  here,  and  bream,  roach  and  eels 
have  been  taken  at  Hoddesdon.  Sport  has  been  quiet  at 
Ponders  End,  where  weed  cutting  has  been  in  progress 
and  greatly  interfered  with  angling  operations.  TheStort 
has  jielded  some  roach,  and  some  fine  dace  have  been 
secured  in  the  Beaue  at  Hertford,  one  angler  (Mr. 
Scamell)  getting  a  number  averaging  12oz.  each. 
Pike  are  coming  on  feed  in  the  Lea,  and  those  caught 
have  been  in  excellent  condition. — Izaak  Walton. 

littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — The  roach  in  these  waters  are 
now  feeding  exceptionally  we' 1,  and  as  a  result  some 
good  bags  have  been  recorded.  Bream  are  not  biting 
so  freely  as  usual,  and  the  largest  catch  during  the 
week  (one  rod)  was  2Glb.  A  large  number  of  anglers 
have  been  out,  and  most  have  had  good  sport.  The 
river  is  in  good  condition  now,  and  prospects  for  week 
end  good.— P.  W.  G. 

Itugg  and  Arrow  (LeomiEs+cr).-  Both  these 
streams  continue  to  run  in  capital  orderfor  fishing,  being 
clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  tbe  weather,  although  stormy 
at  times,  has  teen  fuitabJe  for  anglers  to  get  out  The 
grayling  are  now  wel'  on  I  he  feed,  and  lise  freely  at 
the  fly.  Trent  have  teen  taking  fly,  and  a  few  nice 
fifh  lauded  this  week,  but  they  begin  to  show  signs  of 
going  out  of  season.  Some  very  nice  sized  grayling 
have  been  taken  in  loth  streams  this  week  with  Red 
Ppirner,  Red  Tag,  Green  Insect,  Silver  Dun,  and  Sky 
Blue,  and  prospects  for  sport  are  now  good. — G  Wynne. 

iMUgg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  {Kingaland). 
Rivers  continue  in  capital  trim,  and  fish  arc  rising 
well.  Weather  remains  unsettled  and  variacle.  Plies 
same  as  named  in  last  week's  report.  Trout  are  fast 
losing  condition,  in  fact  on  some  lengths  they  are  not 
allowed  to  be  taken  after  the  last  day  of  August. 
Grayling  up  to  three-quarters  of  a  pound  are  in 
excellent  order,  and  the  larger  ones  are  improving 
rapidly.  After  a  good  deal  of  rain  on  Tuesday  night, 
accompanied  by  half  a  gale  of  wind,  we  have  had  a 
fine  day.  With  the  glas^s  rising  this  (Wednesday) 
evening,  and  wind  west,  the  prospects  for  sport  in 
the  coming  week  are  good — R.  T.  \\  illiams. 

Nene  (Feterboxongh).  —  Angling  matters  have 
been  rather  quiet  during  the  past  week  close  to  Peter- 
borough, tut  in  some  parts  of  the  district  sport  has 
been  good.  Fishing  at  OuLdic,  Mr.  T.  Afford  (North- 
ampton), had  a  good  take  of  bream,  and  some  caught 
scaled  4Jlb.  He  also  captured  a  very  nice  tench, 
weighing  3Jlb.,  the  best  taken  here  for  many  years 
past.— E.  A.  S. 

Onse  (Holywell  Ferry,  Hunts).— We  have  been 
having  very  unsettled  weather  during  the  week,  but  it 
has  not  ceemcd  to  interfere  much  with  sport  here. 
The  water  is  in  first  rate  condition  and  colour,  and  a 
good  head  too  (Wednesday  Sept.  .3) ;  it  is  nicely  full. 
Messrs.  Vaune  and  Beale  have  taken  principal  honours 
among  the  anglers  visiting  us  this  week  with  a  very 
Dice  lot  of  roach,  plenty  of  pounders  being  taken. 
Chub  anglers  have  been  giving  us  a  rest  this  last  fort- 
night, although  there  are  a  nice  lot  of  big  ones  here. 
Bream  also  are  nicely  on  the  feed. — .\.  Scard. 

Plymouth.— The  rivers  are  in  fair  condition,  but  a 
little  more  rain  would  be  acceptable.  A  few  peal 
have  been  taken,  tut  small,  and  the  trout  have  not 
been  rising  at  all  well  during  the  week.  1  believe  the 
thundery  weather  accounts  for  this.  —  William 
Heaicdeu. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy.  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanym^ 
nech). — Allhcugh  the  weather  here  continues  very 
virifettlcd,  yet  sport  altogether  has  teen  very  good  in 
all  these  rivers,  and  from  an  angling  point  of  view 
things  are  most  decidedly  looking  up.  We  have  had 
heavy  rain,  and  blustering  Boreas  has  to-day  (Wednes- 
day) been  in  the  a'.cendant  to  the  great  loss  of  orchard 
owners,  whose  half-grown  apples  now  crowd  the  ground. 
Lord  Kitchener  arrived  in  this  neighbourhood  to-day 
(S*pt.  3)  to  all  true-born  British  anglers  arc  off  duly 
in  order  to  welcome  him  as  he  thoroughly  deserves.  - 
VvKN-wy. 

SnsBez  Biverp,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — The  weather  record  for  last  week  was  an 


ideal  one,  but  with  Sunday  came  a  change,.  Rain  has 
fallen  heavily,  and  rivers  are  running  thick  in  con- 
sequence. At  the  latter  part  of  the  week  some  very 
fair  roach  were  taken  from  the  Ouse  at  Lewes.  Also 
a  few  dace.  A  few  carp  arc  notified  from  above 
Barcombe  Mills,  and  a  few  dace  and  roach  from'itho 
Adur  at  Steyning  and  Henfield.  Bream  and  'roach 
have  fed  well  in  the  Cuckmere  at  Alfriston.  The  past 
few  days  the  weather  has  been  too''  treacherous  to 
venture  far,  hut  the  few  who  have  tried  Chichester 
Canal  have  had  bream,  small  roach  and  perch.  Bass 
and  mullet  are  still  in  the  harbours. — George  iP. 
Salter.  ^t*' 
Taw  (N.  Devon). — The  heavy  thunder;  showers 
on  Aug.  30  caused  the  river  Taw  to  rise'  eighteen 
inches,  and  caused  it  to  be  discoloured.  Peal  and 
salmon  are  running  up  the  river,  especially  as* the 
tides  are  high.  Trout  streams  are  not  much  the 
better  only  in  the  district  where  the  thunder  showers 
fell.  The  closing  month  for  trout  is  September,  and 
from  present  outlook  it  is  showing  well  for  a  good 
finish.  Bass  fishing  not  up  to  much  excepting  over 
the  bar.  Dace  fishing  decent ;  hut  rock  fishing  for 
prawns  and  lobsters  bad. — Rusty  Gaiwk. 

Teili  (Lampeter.  Cardigan). — Water  in  Teifi  very 
plentiful.  Trout  fishing  fairly  good.  Plenty  of 
salmon  showing  up,  and  four  good  fish  taken  last 
week.  At  time  of  writing  (September  2)  prospects 
good. — H. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil  District) — Very  heavy  rain 
has  fallen,  and  river  is  getting  in  capital  trim  for 
fishing.  All  nets  are  taken  up  at  end  of  August,  so 
the  river  is  now  free  from  obstruction  till  end  of 
season,  and  this,  coupled  with  plenty  of  water,  should 
make  salmon  fishing  excellent  for  the  next  two 
months.  There  are  plenty  of  fish  up  now.  but  with 
this  freshet  of  water  many  more  will  naturally  come, 
and  everything  poir  ts  to  it  being  good  for  sport  this 
autumn.  A  trout  of  41b.  2oz.  was  taken  to-day  in  the 
Porth  water  with  artificial  minnow. — Vie. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order 
for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  The  weather  is  still 
unsettled,  and  rain  fell  all  day  on  Tuesday,  followed 
by  a  gale  of  wind  at  night  and  a  fine  day  Wednesday. 
The  rain  has  refreshed  the  river,  and  the  fish  have  been 
well  on  the  feed,  and  have  been  rising  well  at  Red 
Tag,  Whirling  Blue,  Green  Insect.  Silver  Twisted 
Blue,  Coachman,  Sky  Blue  and  Quill  Gnat,  which 
have  been  the  best  flies.  Bottom  fishing  has  been 
successful  with  worm,  wasp  grub  and  maggot,  Pike 
fishing  should  be  good,  as  they  have  been  seen  sporting 
at  the  young  fry.  Grasshopper  fishing  should  now 
account  for  grayling.  On  Saturday  (Aug.  30)  two 
anglers  took  eight  grayling,  four  trout,  and  some 
dace  with  Red  Tag  and  Red  Spinner.  Fishing  below 
Ludlow  on  Mondiy,  Sept.  1,  a  nice  dish  of  grayling 
was  taken  with  the  Willow  and  Red  Tag.  With  the 
worm,  two  trout  |lb.  each  were  landed.  On  Tuesday 
morning  some  nice  fish  were  landed  with  fly  near 
Ashford.  The  prospects  for  sport  are  good  if  we  get 
no  more  rain.  The  Ony.  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche 
are  all  clear  and  in  good  order,  and  fishing  has  Ijeen 
good  in  them. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  district  con- 
tinues to  run  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order 
for  fishing.  The  weather  continues  unsettled  and 
heavy  rain  has  been  had,  but  it  has  not  prevented 
anglers  going  out  and  has  refreshed  the  river  and 
brought  the  grayling  well  on  the  feed  ;  they  have  been 
rising  well  at  the  fly.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have 
been  out,  and  some  nice  grayling  and  a  few  trout 
had  with  Red  Tag,  Red  Spinner,  fjreen  It  sect.  Whirling 
Blue,  August  and  September  Dun.  The  trout  are  now 
going  off,  and  sport  with  them  will  te  quiet.  With 
fine  weather  there  should  be  good  sport  had  in  this 
district. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — Boisterous  and  stormy  weather 
has  prevailed,  and  the  Trent  has  been  too  unsettled 
during  the  past  week  for  successful  barbel  fishing. 
On  Thursday  (Aug.  28),  Mr.  David  Slatpr,  from  his 
private  water,  close  to  the  town,  secured  a  splendid  brace 
of  barbel,  weighing  71b.  4,^oz.  and  71b.  OJoz.  These 
have  been  sent  for  preservation.  Six  were  got 
by  Mr.  Penton  from  the  Muskham  fishery,  but  in 
other  cases  few  have  been  taken,  the  fluctuating 
water  preventing  anglers  from  baiting  swims,  and  this 
latter  remark  applies  to  other  coarse  fishing,  which 
has  been  very  moderate  throughout  August.  Pike 
fishing  opened  in  the  Muskham  water  on  Monday, 
September  1,  and  a  few  fish  up  to  .51b.  were  taken 
with  the  spoon  and  live-baiting.  Trentsidt;r. 

Witham.  etc  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 
Anglers  on  the  Witham  have  made  pretty  fair  baskets 


(iiiAYLiNO  FlsiiiNO. — Anglers  reciuiring  reliable  tackle  for 
Kraylii);;  slioiilil  njiply  to  J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depftt, 
Leeds.  UaviiiK  liad  oractical  experience  since  l.S.iG,  he  is  in  the 
position  to  advise  aneleis  as  to  the  mostsnitahle  Hies  and  tackle 
for  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  as  only  the  very  best  ((uality 
f  f  tackle  is  snpplied  his  goods  may  alvays  be  relied  npon.  Jlis 
stock  la  the  largest  and  most  complete  in  every  department,  and 
jirompt  attention  is  given  to  the  Eniallest  onler.  Catalogues 
post  tree, 


at  most  of  the  principal 'resorts.  Some  few  choice  lots 
of  roach  have'been  noticed ivaryingTbetween  101b.  and 
161b.,  and  one,  with  other  species,'  reach  f301b.  The 
swims  about  '^Stixwold,  Langrick,  and  I  Dogdyke 
have  all  yielded  more  or  lless,  and  yellow  ^pasto 
has  proved  a  most  successful  bait.  This  is  a 
bait  favoured  by  the  Lincoln  anglers.  Tench 
fishing  is  pretty  good,  and,  some  of  the  Jroach  fisher- 
men have  been  fortunate.  A  brace  were  taken  at 
Anton  Gowts  Look,  and  some  ni^ie  perch' have  been 
basketed  with  worm'bait.  Pike  fishing  is'very  quiet. 
On  the  drains  about  Boston  fish  have  been'taken  from 
the  Bargate  opposite  the  cemetery,  the  best  baskets 
ranging  up  to  201b.  per  rod.  Creed  wheat  has  been 
successful  in  Mount  Pleasant  drain,  and  a  few  bream 
have  been  taken.  Tench  have  provided  sport  near  the 
island  and  on  the  famous  stretches  towards  Bunker's 
Hill.  A  great  many  weeds  now  impede  angling  at 
good  places. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  w cither 
is  still  very  unsettled,  close  and  sultry,  with  heavy 
showers  of  rain  aceompinied  by  £,ugty  winds,  which 
no  one  enjoys  whilst  angling.  However,  these  rivers 
have  been  in  order  for  fishing  with  the  fly  as  well  as 
bottom  fishing.  Three  gentlemen  on  Saturday  (A.ug. 
30),  fishing  the  Darleydale  Club's  water,  took  five 
and  a  half,  four  and  a  half,  and  three  brace  respectively. 
Also  several  members  of  the  Matlock  and  Cromford 
Angling  Association  have  obtained  baskets  ranging 
from  two  to  four  and  five  brace  each,  mostly  grayling, 
and  this  fish  is  showing  up  well  in  these  waters.  We 
anglers  are  looking  forward  to  having  good  sport  with 
this  fish,  which  is  second  to  none  for  the  tabic,  and 
also  in  fighting  for  liberty  when  hooked.  The 
prospect  is  fairly  good  as  the  water  is  in  order, 
and  if  the  weather  was  more  settled  the  following 
flies  will  be  useful:  Olive  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy, 
Throstle  Wing,  Red  Ant,  Red  (^uill,  and  Black  Gnat. 
— Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorks). — The  unsettled  weather  of  the  past  few  days 
has  doubtless  had  something  to  do  with  the  indifferent 
sport  anglers  have  met  with  in  the  Yore  during  the 
beginning  of  this  week  ;  both  trout  and  grayling  rise 
Very  short  to  the  fly,  but  anglers  fishing  the  maggo'-, 
etc.,  have  done  very  fairiy,  notably  Mr.  Lawrence,  of 
Sheffield,  who  with  a  friend  caught  forty  trout,  gray- 
ling, and  dace  in  the  streams  above  Middleham  Bridge 
yesterday.    A  few  pike  have  been  caught  in  the  deeps, 
but  the  roachmen  at  Boroughbridge,  etc.,  complain  of 
a  lack  of  sport.    My  Wharfedale  correspondent  writes 
that  sport  has  varied  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Wharfe ; 
the  water  has  heen  in  fair  condition  at  Burnsall 
and  Ilkley,  and  the  grayling  are  beginning  to  rise 
more  freely,  although  they  "  come  short."    The  best 
flies  have  been  the  Poult  Bloa,  Fog  Black,  Snipe  Bloa, 
and  Miller's  Dark  Needle  ;  the  Dark  Needle  is  almost 
invarably  to  the  fore  on  the  water  from  now  up  to  the 
end  of  the  season,  and  it  should  never  he  omitted  from 
any  cast — it  is  a  splendid  killer  on  all  waters.  Pair 
sport  has  heen  met  with  amongst  trout,  grayling, 
dace,  chub,  roach,  etc.,  at  CoUingham,  Boston  Spa, 
etc.,  and  several  fine  baskets  of  mixed  fish  have  been 
caught  by  Messrs.  Thomas,  Reynolds,  Rippou,  and 
other  anglers  ;  only  poor  reports  are  to  hand  from 
Newton  Kyme,  and  sport  up  the  Nidd  has  been  "  oS  " 
all  the  week.    The  Derwent  has  been  well  patroxiised 
by  the  York  and  Leeds  clubmen,  particularly  the 
Ayton,  Yeddingham,  and  Schoolhouse  Hill  lengths, 
but   sport,    on   the    whole,   has    not    been  good. 
As  soon  as  the  water  runs  into  condition  and  we 
are  favoured  with  more  settled  weather  the  river 
in  the  Malton,  Kirkham,  and  Castle  Howard  districts 
will  be  worth  fishing  for  roach,  pike,  etc.   The  annual 
competition  of  the  Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated 
Society  of  Anglers  was  held  at  Bub  with  on  Aug.  30; 
there  was  a  record  entry  of  sixty-one  clubs,  and  of 
57,5  anglers.     Sport  was,  however,   of  a  meagre 
description  ;  the  first  prize  fell  to  Mr.  J.  Lister,  of  the 
Holbeck  Waltonian  ;  Mr.  H.  Whitaker,  of  Appleby, 
was  second ;  and  Mr.  W.  Duce,  of  the  Burley  Wal- 
tonians,  third.    On  the  same  day  .375  piscators  from 
Sheflield  and  district  fished  the  Dove  and  Dearne 
Canal  at  Swinton,  the  catches  were  light.    R.  Spill, 
of    Sheffield,    was    first ;    J.   Goddard,  AUercliffe, 
second;  G.  Depledge,  Swinton,  third.    On  the  same 
afternoon  the  Black  Ox    Club    had    better  sport 
in  Bedale  Beck,  in  spite  of  the  stream  being  almost 
choked  with  weed.    Mr.  A.  Turner  Brown  was  first 
with  41b.  4oz.,  Mr.  G.  Woolpard  second,  and  Mr.  A. 
Spence  third.  The  members  of  the  George  the  Fourth 
(York)  Angling  Association  held  their  laso  match  of  the 
season  at  Wheldrake  on  the  Derwent.    1st,  Mr.  W. 
Hudson,  51b.  2oz. ;  2nd,  Mr.  .J.  Thompson,  31b.  lOJoz. ; 
3rd,  Mr.  A.  Prankish,  .31b.  lOoz.    The  North-Eastern 
Angling  Association  had  their  second  match  on  the 
Wheldrake  water  on   Saturday  {A.ag.  30)  ;  Messrs. 
P.  Ross,  E.  Birch  and  W.  Cornell  were  the  principal 
prize-winners.     The  members    of    the  Nidderdale 
Angling  Club  had  their  annual  match  on  the  Nidd, 
below  Pateley  P>ridge,  on  Saturday  (^ug.  30),  thirteen 
prizes   being  competed  for ;   the  first  fell  to  Mr. 
W.  Barber. — .John   E.   Millkr,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


168 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


September  6,  1902 


SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.) 

Since  last  reported  a  number  of  excellent  basket, 
were  made  by  hotel  anglers.  On  Aug.  19  Messrss 
Mansell,  Sandford,  Ford,  and  Bonar,  on  Lochs  Uri- 
gill  and  Veyatie,  had  up  to  forty  trout,  141b.  On 
Aug.  20  Messrs.  Parker,  Mr.  Wordsworth,  Dr.  Craw- 
ford, and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall,  Mr.  Bell  and  others 
creeled  up  to  forty-two.  On  Aug.  21  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  thirty-five  trout, 
101b. ;  Mr.  Wordsworth  and  Dr.  Crawford,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  forty-two,  111b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall,  on  same 
loch,  forty-three,  111b. ;  and  Messrs.  Mansell,  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  seventeen,  91b.  On  Aug.  22,  best  baskets 
were : — Messrs.  Ford  and  Bonar,  on  Urigill,  seventy, 
231b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Anderson,  fifty-seven, 
191b. ;  and  Mr.  Wordsworth  and  Dr.  Crawford,  on 
Veyatie,  twenty,  CJlb.  On  Aug.  23  the  baskets 
ranged  from  eighteen  to  forty-two  and  up  to  121b. 
On  Aug.  18,  thirteen  anglers  wore  out,  all  had  Rood 
sport,  heaviest  basket,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Ander- 
son, on  Urigill,  sixty-five,  22Jlb.  On  Aug.  25, 
baskets  ranged  from  eighteen  to  thirty-six,  princi- 
pally on  Lochs  Cama  and  Veyatie.  On  Aug.  2G  the 
takes  nearly  averaged  two  dozen.  On  Aug.  27  the 
following  good  baskets  were  made : — Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harry  Anderson,  on  Cama,  twenty-eight.  121b. ;  Bev. 
Mr.  Bonar,  twenty-eight,  91b. ;  Colonel  Sandford,  on 
Urigill,  nineteen,  51b. ;  and  Mr.  Sandford,  sixteen, 
51b.  On  Aug.  28  and  29,  Urigill  and  Veyatie  were 
fished,  and  takes  were  up  to  three  dozen,  13ilb.  On 
Monday  this  week  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Anderson,  on 
Urigill,  fifty-two,  171b. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Bonar,  thirty-five, 
101b. ;  Mr.  Bubb,  on  Cama,  eighteen,  61b.,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sandford,  on  Boarlan,  seven,  one  of  which 
weighed  5Jlb.,  taken  with  small  fly. — B. 

Border  Esk  and  Iiiddle.— In  Canonbie  water, 
Mr.  W.  Riddle  had  over  six  dozen  herling  and 
several  sea-trout ;  Dr.  Anderson,  at  occasional  fishings, 
had  twenty  herling,  three  sea-trout,  one  weighing  41b. ; 
Mr.  A.  Porteous  caught  sixty-five  herling  in  a  week's 
fishing  in  the  mid  reaches ;  Mr.  Robertson  had  nine 
herling  at  one  fishing  in  addition  to  some  good  baskets 
of  sea-trout  and  herling  during  the  week.  Mr.  D. 
Murray,  in  two  nights'  fishing,  creeled  twenty  herling 
and  one  sea-trout.  In  the  Association  water.  Dr. 
Belilio  killed  over  four  dozen  herling,  and  three  sea- 
trout  during  the  week.  In  the  Netherby  reserved 
water,  Mr.  Robinson  had  nine  herling  in  the  Graham 
Arms  stretch  of  water  leased  by  Mr.  William  Bell  of 
Longtown,  and  at  a  subsequent  fishing  Mr.  Robinson 
caught  nineteen  herling  in  the  same  water.  Mr.  W.  A. 
Nichol,  staying  at  the  Graham  Arms  Hotel,  Long- 
town,  caught,  along  with  his  gillie,  251b.  of  fine 
herling  below  Longtown.  Salmon  are  now  running 
in  goodly  numbers,  but  the  fish  are  shy.  The  season 
for  salmon  in  the  Solway  closes  next  week  on  both 
sides  of  the  Firth.  During  the  past  week  there 
has  been  a  fair  run  of  autumn  salmon.  Those 
taken  in  the  stake  nets  average  about  151b.  or 
IGlb.  in  weight.  Two  heavy  fish  have  been  caught 
in  the  Firth— 331b.  and  381b.  respectively.  Pike  in 
rather  formidable  numbers  have  made  their  appear- 
ance in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Esk  below  Long- 
town,  also  in  some  of  the  other  Border  rivers. 
Fishing  in  Bush  Burn,  above  Langholme,  Mr.  J. 
Bell,  Langholm,  and  Master  Donald  Kent,  Liver- 
pool, caught  thirty-six  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Alexander 
Jameson  had  three  sea-trout  and  twenty  herling  in 
the  mid  reaches,  and  Mr.  J.  Armstrong  had  several 
sea-trout  and  thirty  herling  in  Canonbie  water. 
Messrs.  Welch  and  Poster,  staying  at  Mr.  William 
Douglas's,  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  had  twenty 
herling  and  some  sea-trout  in  two  days'  fishing.  Mr. 
J.  Jardine  caught  thirty-six  herling,  and  Mr.  W.  H. 
Payne,  forty-five  herling  and  some  sea-trout  in 
Canonbie  water.  Mr.  D.  Little,  Byreburn,  had  a 
Fcore  of  herling  and  some  sea-trout ;  Mr.  J.  Wylie, 
Rowanburn,  caught  a  dozen  herling  and  some  yellow 
trout ;  Mr.  D.  Murray,  Canonbie,  had  a  score  of  her- 
ling and  two  sea  trout  at  a  fishing ;  Mr,  S.  McKune, 
jun.,  had  a  good  basket  of  herling  and  yellow  trout; 
and  while  fishing  In  the  Double  water,  Mr.  Colville,  of 
Woodslec,  had  several  creels  of  sea-trout  and  herling 
during  the  week  ;  Mr.  J.  Graham,  Hollows,  killed 
twenty  herling  and  some  sea-trout ;  Mr.  J.  Steel, 
Bowholm,  had  over  a  dozen  pounds  of  herling;  Mr. 
W.  Murray,  Rowanburn,  has  had  good  baskets  of  sea- 
trout  and  herling  during  the  week  ;  Mr.  W.  Ballan- 
tyne,  Canonbie,  had  several  herling  and  two  sea-trout. 
Good  sport  has  been  had  in  the  Liddle  below  Penton 
Linns,  also  in  the  upper  reaches  at  Sandholm  and 
Gullet.  Messrs.  W.  and  J.  Armstrong,  Newcastle- 
ton,  have  had  good  baskets  of  herling  and  yellow 
trout.  Mr.  W.  Walker  had  a  dozen  herling  and  two 
sea-trout.  Mr.  J.  Beattie  killed  five  herling  and  some 
yellow  trout.  Mr.  Nichol  had  seven  herling  and 
three  sea-trout,  and  Messrs.  Murray  and  Crozier  have 
had  fairly  good  baskets  in  the  Liddle.  Mr.  Johnstone 
has  had  some  j'ellow  trout  in  Hermitage  water  below 
Gorrenberry  Burnfoot,  also  several  herling.  During 
the  latter  part  of  last  week  Mr.  Robineon,  ijondon, 
had  101b.  of  herling  at  two  fishings  in  the  Graham 


Arms 'water  below  Longtown.  Lateb. — Biggest  flood 
this  season;  good  run  of  salmon  expected. — Gilnockik. 

Deverou  (Banffahire). — There  has  been  several 
thunder  showers  of  late,  which  has  kept  the  river  in 
fair  volume,  and  a  large  number  of  fish  are  making 
their  way  up  the  river  to  the  spawning  beds.  On  the 
Beldorney  water  on  Aug.  19,  Mr.  Best  had  a  salmon 
of  131b.  Fish  were  also  got  on  the  upper  sections  by  Mr. 
William  Clennan,  11  Jib. ;  Mr.William  Shewan,  two  fish, 
51b.  and  CJlb.  respectively  ;  Mr.  Morgan,  Aberdeen,  one, 
111b. ;  Mr.  Wilson,  one,  CJlb. ;  and  Mr.  James  Taylor 
had  two  trout  of  the  weight  of  about  31b.  each.  The 
weather  on  the  closing  day  of  the  net  fishings  in  the 
river  and  adjacent  coast  was  very  favourable,  and  the 
fishermen  were  able  to  remove  all  the  bag  nets  from 
the  sea  in  a  very  short  time.  The  last  consignment  of 
fish  for  the  season  from  the  Deveron  district  was  made 
on  Wednesday.  The  consignment  consisted  of  two 
large  boxes,  mostly  salmon,  some  of  them  weighing 
between  201b.  and  301b.,  and  of  superior  quality. — 
H.  W. 

Iioch  Leveu  (Kinross). — The  following  special 
competitions  fell  to  be  decided  after  the  loch  was 
closed  to  the  public  on  Saturday.  The  patrons'  prize, 
confined  to  members  of  the  Kinross-shire  Club,  who 
had  gained  one  or  more  prizes  during  the  year,  was 
competed  for  on  Monday,  when  six  competitors  had  a 
free  day's  fishing.  Their  capture  was  nine  trout, 
111b.  9oz.  The  prize  was  awarded  Mr.  W.  Watson, 
with  three  trout,  51b.  3oz.  The  Loch  Leven 
Championship  was  competed  for  on  Tuesday, 
beats  and  boatmen  being  supplied  the  competitors 
free  of  charge.  Thirty-five  club  champions  took  part. 
The  day  proved  moist  and  favourable,  and  the  result 
was  better  than  expected,  thirty-one  baskets  containing 
a  total  of  seventy-eight  trout,  1041b.  4oz.  The  cham- 
pionship was  won  by  Mr.  C.  Thomson,  cf  the  Clack- 
mannan Club,  with  six  trout,  of  101b.  4oz.  Sweepstake 
prizes— first,  Mr.  J.  Dunlop,  Bridge  of  Allan  Club,  six 
trout,  71b.  15Joz. ;  second,  Mr.  T.  B.  Watson,  Rowbank 
Club,  three  trout,  51b.  3ioz. ;  third,  Mr.  J.  A.  Miller, 
Stirling  Club,  three  trout,  41b.  13Joz.  The  Loch 
Leven  boatmen  held  their  annual  competition  on 
Wednesday,  which  brought  trout  fishing  to  a  close 
here  for  the  year.  Rod  fishing  for  pike,  however,  will 
be  kept  open,  the  charge  for  which,  including  two 
boatmen,  is  Is.  Gd.  per  hour,  or  half  that  for  trout 
fishing.  A  review  of  the  Loch  Leven  season  will  be 
found  in  another  column. — R.  B.  L. 

North-East  of  Scotland. —The  river  is  in  good 
ply  although  somewhat  low,  and  fish  are  up  slowly. 
A  bit  of  a  spate  would  do  a  world  of  good  just  now, 
and  give  the  needed  stimulus  to  the  back-end  season. 
On  the  Balmoral  waters  the  Prince  of  Wales  has  been 
very  fortunate,  having  landed  several  salmon  and  grilse 
last  week.  His  water  is  in  good  order,  and  a  fair  head 
of  summer  fish  in  the  pools.  On  the  Mar  Lodge  water 
the  Duchess  of  Fife  has  also  had  splendid  sport,  and 
already  bids  fair  to  runniDg  up  a  record  score. 
On  the  Glentana  waters,  Mr.  Coates ;  on  the 
Fasnadaroch  section.  Captain  Tillard ;  on  the 
Dinnet  House  water,  Mr.  B.  Harvey  ;  on  the  Aboyne 
Castle  water,  the  Marquis  of  Huntly ;  on  the  Dess 
Major  Davidson ;  on  Kincardine,  Mrs.  Pickering  and 
others  and  their  parties,  are  having  an  occasional  fish, 
but  the  real  autumn  run  has  not  yet  got  so  far  inland. 
On  the  Lower  Dee,  General  Michael,  Sir  Thomas 
Burnett,  Mr.  Baird,  Mr.  Davidson,  and  others  are 
meeting  with  various  successes,  but  all  are  feeling  the 
need  of  a  spate.  Don. — Some  very  good  sport  is  being 
got  on  the  Kintore  and  kindred  reaches  considering 
the  early  season  of  the  year.  Last  week  Mr.  Lumsden 
had  three  of  81b.,  101b.,  and  22|lb.,  while  Professor 
Cash  had  one  of  121b.  on  the  Grandholm  water. 
Good  baskets  of  trout  continue  to  be  made,  chiefly  to 
the  worm.  On  the  Ythan  and  Ugie  sport  is  not  of  the 
best  as  yet,  while  on  the  North  and  South  Esks  the 
nets  are  just  off  for  the  season. — G.  M. 

Sconrie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Iiairg,  N.B.).— 
Capital  baskets  have  been  made  here  since  last  re- 
ported. On  Aug.  21,  Messrs.  Malloch,  Perth,  on 
Chain  Loch  No.  1,  fifty- four  trout,  211b. ;  Mr.  Malloch, 
jun.,  on  No.  2,  sixteen,  81b. ;  and  Mr.  Wotherspoon, 
on  Laig  Ard,  twenty,  81b.  On  Aug.  23,  Messrs. 
Malloch,  on  Clashfern,  38Jlb. ;  Mr.  Wilson,  on  Aradh- 
Sleibh,  5Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Wilson,  on  Cnoc-Mhihie,  ^\h. 
On  Sept.  1,  Colonel  Heywood,  Manchester,  and  Major 
Jendiorme,  on  Duartmore,  six  sea-trout,  51b. ;  and 
Misses  Heywood,  Manchester,  on  Clashfern,  twenty- 
one,  71b.— B. 

South  of  Scotland.— Angling  has  fallen  off  very 
considerably  this  week  on  the  rivers  of  this  district. 
Since  last  week-end  the  weather  has  been  too  fine 
and  light  east  winds  have  prevailed  occasionally.  The 
run  of  herling  is  at  present  very  disappointing  aiid 
there  is  not  likely  to  be  much  left  of  the  herling 
season  now,  especially  for  lly  fishers.  The  bulk  of 
these  trout  have  now  ascended  to  the  middle  and 
higher  waters  of  the  various  rivers,  and  some  fair 
baskets  have  been  had  chiefly  with  the  worm  in  the 
clear  waters,  and  at  least  one  heavy  creel  of  herling 
and  sea-trout  was  taken  in  the  Annan  with  the 
minnow.  Night  fishers  are  meeting  with  poor  sport 
this  week  as  the  nights  are  too  da'k  for  the  fly. 


With  the  advent  of  September  and  the  nets  in  the 
Solway  coming  off  for  the  season  on  the  night  of 
Tuesday  next,  anglers  arc  now  sorting  out  their 
salmon  flies  and  tackle.  It  is,  perhaps,  too  early  to 
give  an  opinion  of  the  prospects  of  the  baok-ond 
salmon  fishing  in  the  Border  rivers.  Much,  of  course, 
depends  on  the  state  of  the  waters  up  to  the  end  of 
the  present  month.  A  couple  of  floods  now  would 
be  beneficial  in  many  respects.  A  wet  September  is 
always  good,  and  allows  the  fish  to  get  well  inland. 
Up  to  the  present  there  have  been  several  small  runs 
of  fish,  and  the  holding  pools  in  the  various  rivers 
contain  a  few  fish,  but  the  condition  of  the  waters 
has  been  against  the  salmon,  fly  being  used 
effectively  this  week.  On  Wednesday  the  weather 
became  very  unsettled,  and  a  south-west  gale  of  wind 
prevailed.  It  is  probable  that  rain  will  follow  after  the 
wind  falls.  The  barometer  has  gone  down  rapidly  for 
the  last  twelve  hours,  and  rain  is  just  beginning  to  fall 
now.  The  nets  in  the  Solway  have  had  a  moderate 
week,  and  taking  the  season  all  round  the  lessees  and 
fishermen  have  no  ground  for  complaint  this  season. 
The  returns  have  certainly  been  the  best  in  the 
Solway  for  eight  or  nine  years.  It  is  to  be  trusted 
that  back-end  rod  fishers  will  also  have  a  good  time 
of  it  in  store  between  now  and  the  night  of  Nov.  15, 
when  the  rod  fishing  ends  on  two  or  three  of  the 
streams.  A  number  of  the  rivers  expire  their  angling 
on  Oct.  31.  The  following  are  the  reports  of  the  sport 
on  various  streams,  with  the  prospects  for  the  coming 
week  : — The  Aunan. — Day  fishing  with  the  fly  has 
been  very  poor  all  round  this  week,  although  one  or 
two  anglers  in  the  middle  waters  have  met  with  fair 
sport.  Fishing  in  Sir  Robert  Jardine's  portion,  near 
Castle  Mills,  Mr.  John  Hie,  I'jcclefechan,  had  splendid 
sport  with  the  Devon  minnow,  killing  in  a  few  hours 
forty  herling  acd  a  number  of  sea-trout;  he  also 
hooked  and  lost  a  salmon.  In  the  Mount  Annan 
water  Mr.  MacKay,  Leith,  has  had  some  good  catches 
of  herling  with  the  worm  on  Stewart  tackle; 
but  the  herling  have  not  been  rising  at  all 
well  to  the  fly.  In  the  lower  reaches  Mr.  McGiverin 
had  a  brace  or  two ;  Mr.  Reid,  a  visitor  from  South 
America,  had  a  sea-trout  of  fully  2Jlb.  and  one  herling 
with  the  fly  on  Monday  night ;  Mr.  F.  Anderson  had 
two  herling;  Mr.  D.  Loudon,  jua.,  caught  a  sea-trout 
of  31b  ,  a  smaller  one,  and  four  herling  at  Galabank, 
on  Aug.  20,  with  the  fly ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Thexton  caught 
a  brace  cf  herling  with  small  fly,  on  Aug.  29, 
at  the  Pii-h  Hcuss.  Mr.  Carson  took  Ihrea  fine 
ones  on  Aug.  30  with  the  Woodcock  Fly.  Mr. 
Whitelaw  took  five  herling  on  Aug.  28  in  a  private 
stretch;  Mr.  Nicholson  caught  two  or  three  herling 
in  the  Northfield  stream ;  Mr.  W.  Thorburn  had 
several  small  catches  in  the  Brydekirk  water;  and 
Mr.  Andreiv  Bell  hai  also  a  few  herling  in  the  sime 
water.  TheNith.  -This river ha-3  been  runninglowf  jra 
week  or  more,  and  the  sport  his  not  been  of  much 
account  iji  the  Sanquhar  waters.  Down  Thornhill  way 
some  of  tc-e  local  augiers  have  had  a  f  sw  heeling  and 
odd  sea-trout  in  the  forepart  of  the  night.  After 
9  pm.  the  trout  have  gone  off  the  rise,  and  it  has  been 
useless  trying  to  get  them  to  risj  aft-r  that  hour.  In 
the  Closeburn  stretch  a  few  rods  have  met  with  fair 
sport,  occasionally  the  clear  water  worm  being  moie 
killing  than  the  fly.  The  sea-trout  are  not  in  sui  h 
good  order  now  as  they  were  a  month  or  two  ago,  and 
by  the  end  of  September  they  will  be  pretty  black 
in  colour.  In  the  Dumfries  district  of  the  river  the 
sport  has  been  disappointing,  and  little  is  doing  on 
the  Cluden  and  Cairn  waters.  The  netting  in  the 
Nith  expires  on  Tuesday  night  next.  A  few  salmon 
have  been  saen  ascending  the  river  at  the  town  weir. 
— The  Galloway  Rivebs  — These  waters  have  been 
in  moderate  trim  this  week,  though  angling  has  been 
indifferent  on  all  the  rivers.  Trout  are  in  fair  order, 
but  they  have  not  been  rising  very  freely  to  the  fly. 
On  a  number  of  the  waters  the  best  sport  has  been 
with  a  small  red  worm.  Those  taken  from  a 
garden,  well  scoured  in  moss  a  few  days  before 
btiiig  used,  have  accounted  for  the  heaviest  baskelis. 
Rain  is  falling  in  the  district  and  there  will 
be  a  rise  in  the  rivers  by  Thurtday  morning. 
Ayrshiee  Rivers  and  Lochs. — Angling  is  not  good 
at  present  on  the  rivers,  and  the  end  of  the  month 
will  see  the  tingling  on  the  lochs  at  an  end.  On  some 
of  the  private  stretches  of  the  Ayr  a  few  trout  have 
fallen  to  the  rods.  On  the  Girvan  odd  salmon  are 
running,  and  the  Stincher  and  Kilbirnie  waters  are  in 
moderate  order.  Sport  is  falling  off  on  the  lochs,  and 
little  is  doing  thij  week  on  Loch  Doon.  The  Kirtle. 
— On  this  little  river  of  the  Border  a  number  of  local 
rods  have  had  fair  sport  with  worm  tackle,  but  the 
streams  are  rather  low  at  present  for  sport  with  tbe 
fly.  The  Solway. — Some  splendid  salmon  huvc  been 
taken  in  the  nets  this  week.  Several  fish  of  301b.  have 
becQ  caught.  One  of  381b.  and  another  of  331b.  were 
taken  last  week.  The  season  ends  on  Tuesday  on  the 
Scotch  side  of  the  Channel  — Heathebisell. 

Tyne  (North  and  South)  and  Neighbouring 
Biivers. — The  rivers  are  in  go  jd  t  iin  for  all  classes 
of  anglers,  and  good  baskets  are  the  result.  Oa  a 
stretch  of  the  north  Tyne  a  friend  of  mine  basketed 
fifteen  fairly  good  fish,  and  two  Newcastle  gentlemen 
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made  good  baskets  on  the  Coquet  at  Weldon  Bridge. 
Permits  are  granted  to  anglers  staying  at  The  Anglers' 
Rest,  Weldon  Bridge  Inn,  where  you  can  ba  comfort- 
ably put  up  ;  and  the  fishing  is  good,  both  above  and 
below  the  bridge.  I  have  just  heard  from  a  customer 
that  he  made  a  fiue  basket  of  foity-two  trout  on 
private  water  of  the  Wansbsck,  taken  by  fly  and 
Murton's  special  new  worm  book  tackle.  The  Shield 
Field  Aog'iinj;  Society  held  their  annual  competition  on 
Monday,  Sept.  1.  The  members  and  friends  journeyed 
to  Carlisle  in  two  saloons,  arriving  at  Carlisle  9.15  a  m.  ; 
a  good  and  substantial  breakfast  waa  partaken  of,  and 
immediately  business  was  started  with  the  draw  for 
places,  ground  was  staked  out  for  thirty-eight  fishers, 
icd  fishing  began  at  11  o'clock  prompt,  fiihing  until 

1  o'clock.    Dicner  was  served  at  the  Silver  Grill  at 

2  o'clock,  when  fifty-five  members  and  friends  sat 
down  to  a  substantial  feed  to  which  the  members  gave 
their  undra  vn  attention.  Dinner  over,  fishing  staried 
again  at  4  o'clock,  and  the  final  whistle  blew  at 
C  o'clock  prompt.  The  members  and  f :  lends  adjourned 
to  the  Malt  Shovel  Inn,  and  the  process  of  weighing  the 
catches  took  place.  The  medal  and  silver  cup  were  won 
by  Mr.  J.  Rezin  with  41b.  -Ssz. ;  2nd,  Dan  Wedderburu, 
21  b.  4oz.  Twenty-nine  prizes,  given  by  numerous 
friends  of  the  society,  were  won  by  members  with 
catches  from  41b.  3oz.  downwards.  The  whole  of  the 
arrangements  were  carried  out  by  Mr.  J.  Ogle,  chair- 
man, Mr.  J.  TambuU,  treasurer,  and  Mr.  W.  Gibbs, 
sec,  ably  assisted  by  members  of  the  committee.  The 
return  train  arrived  in  Newcastle-on-Tjne  at  10  55,  all 
members  and  friends  agreeing  that  a  most  enjoyable 
day  had  been  spent. — Hy.  A.  Murton,  Northern 
Anglers'  Rssort,  Ne^castle-on-Tyne. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Galway).  —  River  and 
lakes  are  getting  very  low  again.  Occasional  heavy 
showers  experienced  ihrough  the  last  week,  weather 
nnsettlcd,  one  day  calm  and  bright,  the  next  stormy 
and  windy.  The  salmon  are  beginning  to  rise  again 
but  the  sea-trout  are  very  shy.  However,  pretty  fair 
sport  has  prevailed  during  the  week.  Harding 
Cox,  K-:q.,  secured  fifty  -  five  trout  and  three 
peal,  81b.,  6Jlb.,  and  5aib.  Edmund  Maurice 
Esq.,  thirty-four  and  one  peal  81b. ;  O.  E.  Part 
Esq.,  six;  T.  M.  Pike,  Esq.,  forty-five;  J.  Hey- 
gate,  Esq.,  thirty-nine;  Dr.  Fenton,  fitty-four;  W 
W.  Wickham,  Esq.,  fourteen;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  E 
Lloyd,  forty-one;  C.  P.  Foster,  Esq  ,  forty-three  ;  W 
Pearson,  sixty  ;  J.  Foster,  twenty-one  for  three  days 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Foster,  six  for  two  days  ;  H.  A.  Ritchie 
Esq.,  twelve  for  two  days  ;  J.  C.  Potter,  Etq  ,  seventeen 
and  two  peal,  .51b.,  71b.  White  trout  varying  in  weight 
from  lib.  to  41b.  Total  for  week,  six  salmon,  401b 
and  four  hucdred  and  forty-seven  trout.— Ji.m. 

Bann  and  Tributaries.—  For  the  past  week  the 
'  Maine,  Moyolo,  and  Ballindetry  tributaries  have  run 
down  to  6Utnraer  level,  and  are  discoloured  by  the  llax- 
watet.  Salmon  are  resting  at  the  bottoms  of  the  deep 
pools  of  these  streams,  and  will  take  no  lure  till  the 
last  of  the  poison  is  cleared  out.  The  Bann  f^U 
six  inches  and  is  also  discoloured,  and  will  remain  so 
till  a  flood  comes.  Trout  rose  badly  and  few  wore 
caught  on  any  of  the  reaches.  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson  took 
five  salmon  and  grilf-e  on  the  Canonroe  section — fi^lb. 
71b.,  7ilb  ,  BJlb.,  fend  (Jjlb.- Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  Distncx.    A  heavy  rainst  jrm,  accom 
panied  by  a  strong  nor'-wester,  swept  over  this  district 
on  Wednesday,  sending  the  local  streams  into  torrents 
This  is  a  very  fortunate  circumstance,  as  great  quan 
ti-.ies  of  the  flax-water  will  get  away  without  killing 
the  fish— lucky  enough  to  escape  the  first  instalmou 
of  the  pestiferous  slulT.    Last  week  some  fi.sii  were 
killed  wlion  the  water  was  low.  The  two  Belfast  club 
— '  kter  Anglers'    AtBociation  and  the  North-Kat 
Plater  Club— held  coarse  fishing  pegged-down  com 
petitions    at    Toome.     There    were  twenty-nine 


competitors  of  the  Ulster  Anglers'  Association  and 
the  first,  second,  third,  and  consolation  prizes  were 
won  by  Messrs.  Curne,  Smyth,  McDowell,  and  Tjittlc- 
wood.  In  the  other  competition  the  first,  second, 
third  and  special  prizes  were  secured  by  Messrs. 
Robert  Rea,  Thomas  Horner,  Sam  Gibson,  and  P. 
Matthews.  -J.  A.  B. 

County  Down  Rivers.  —The  flood  of  Wednesday 
came  too  late  in  some  cases  to  save  the  salmon  and 
brown  trout  from  the  flax-water.  For  instance,  the 
Moncycaragh  was  swept  by  the  infernal  stuff,  and 
many  salmon  and  trout  were  killed  or  rather  netted 
out  when  helpless  by  poachers.  The  Crossgar  also 
suffered.  The  sea-trout  escape  comparatively  easy  a? 
they  drop  to  the  sea  when  the  pollution  enters.  In 
the  past  fortnight  some  angling  parties  from  Man- 
chester made  big  hauls  of  perch,  bream,  rudd,  etc.,  in 
the  lakes  of  the  Scarva  district. — J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— All  the  streams  are  well 
up  in  flood  and  clearing  out  the  flax-water.  Trout  and 
salmon  fishing  were  suspended  on  the  Blackwater  and 
Ballinderry  owing  to  the  presenoa  of  flax-water  in  the 
past  ten  days.  Some  trout  were  poisoned  in  the  latter 
river.  The  present  flood,  however,  will  not  take  it  all 
away. — -J.  A.  B. 

Bme  (Ballyshaunon  and  Belleeb). — The  Erne 
is  now  in  good  fishing  order  again.  Sport  during  the 
past  week  was  poor  owing  to  bright  weather.  Salmon 
were  very  sulky  and  not  at  all  inclined  to  rise  to  the 
fly.  Dr.  Cunningham  landed  one  salmon  of  lOlb.  on 
Aug.  28.  Mr.  Cuthbert  Lake  landed  one  salmon  of 
81b.  on  same  day.  Mr.  H  W.  Baiubridge  landed  one 
salmon  of  lOlbs.  on  Aug.  27,  and  Mr.  Church  landed 
one  salmon  of  141b.  on  Aug.  .30,  and  Mr.  Vokins  one 
salmon  of  Glh.  At  time  of  writing  rain  is  falling 
heavily. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Longh  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). 
Sport  continues  rather  slack  on  Lough  Currane  owing 
to  unfavourable  weather.  Mr.  Donegan,  fishing  with 
Ned  Dennehy,  had  a  salmon  of  13Jlb.  on  the  head 
waters.  On  the  Cummeragh  one  evening  Dr.  Oakshott 
got  four  nice  sea-trout.  Nothing  doing  at  present  on 
the  Inny.  As  the  latter  waters  holds  a  good  supply  of 
salmon  and  sea-trout,  sport  should  be  good  on  it  when 
rain  takes  place  — T.  J.  D. 

Iionglis  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur).— The 
following  anglers  are  fishing  above  waters  from  the 
Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur :— Captain  and  Mrs 
Parker,  Captain  Bartholomew,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Elliott, 
Dr.  and  Master  Holborton,  Dr.  Denison.  Mr.  and 
Master  Belfield,  Messrs.  Dane,  Smith,  Wait,  and 
Thanborn.  Dapping  with  the  daddy-long-legs  has  been 
a  great  succes?.  Captain  Bartholomew,  fishing  Lough 
Corrib  for  the  past  week,  averaged  101b.  of  trout  a  day, 
largest  trout  51b.  Largest  pike  on  Lough  Mask 
caught  by  Mr.  Smith,  231b.  Prospects  of  s^ort 
excellent. — J.  A.  J. 

Lon^h.  Melvin.— Trouting  was  fir.^t  rate  during 
the  past  week,  and  some  really  fine  baskets  of  trout 
were  secured  by  the  anglers  who  were  out  on  the  lake. 
Mr.  H.  Stanley  Smith,  of  London,  and  Mr  Cuthbert 
Lake,  of  London,  took  a  splendid  basket  of  gillaroos 
of  a  good  average  size,  several  of  them  21b  each.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ritson  caught  thirty-five  trout,  weighing 
241b  ,  three  of  the  above  trout  weighing  GJlb.  Miss 
M.  Baiubridge  and  Mrs.  E.  P.  Chance,  also  had  a  nice 
catch  of  gillaroo  trout.  Many  other  anglers  out  had 
some  first-rate  sport  amongst  the  gillaroos  and  biown 
trout. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Iioagb  Neagh. — A  new  movement  has  just  been 
inaugurated  for  the  better  preservation  and  protection 
of  the  salmon  and  trout  fisheries.  This  commendable 
work  has  been  undertaken  by  a  society  designated  the 
"  Lough  Neagh  Fishermen's  League,"  and  its  objects 
are  the  suppression  of  poaching  in  all  forms,  the 
prosecution  of  millers  who  grind  up  smolts  in  their 
turbines  and  the  firmers  who  destroy  annually  mil 
lions  of  salmon  and  trout  by  flax-water  pollu'.ion,  and 
the  encouragement  of  angling  tourists  to  visit  the 
district.  In  the  coming  wiek  the  league  w-ill  be 
properly  organised  and  put  in  working  order.  -J  A  B 
Monrne  (Newtownstewart.  co.  Tyrone).  The 
Mourne  is  bank-full  and  the  llax  water  which  sus 
pended  angling  in  the  past  week,  is  going  seawards 
The  present  flood  will  take  away  most  of  the  poisonous 
fluid.  On  Tuesday  when  the  iVlourne  was  rising,  Mr 
William  Lawrence  killed  a  71b  silmon.  Mr.  May  had 
£*  good  dish  of  trout.  Once  the  flax-water  gets  away 
there  will  be  clinking  fishing  till  the  end  of  the 
season. — .J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Iion^hs  Conn  and  CuUeu  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — Weather  here  very  much  against  angling 
although  the  river  swarms  with  salmon  and  grilse  and 
sea-trout.  Rain  is  much  required.  Mr.  Bassy  had 
two  grilse,  111b. ;  Mr.  Limes  two  grilse,  9Jlb. ;  Mr 
Timblin  one  grilse,  51b.  Sea-trout  anglers  are  getting 
fair  sport;  best  bag  for  one  day,  Mr.  Hutten  fifteen 
lllb  Sport  on  the  loughs  on  some  days  fair;  Mr, 
Swaine  had  five  pike,  weighing  71b.,  71b.,  131b.,  181b, 
and  181b.  respectively.- I 'am'  Heabnes. 

Shannon  and  JLontrfa  Derg  (Killaloe).  The 
long,  protracted  drought  has  come  to  an  end,  and  now 
we  may  reasonably  expect  sport  will  improve,  as 


thanks  to  a  heavy  downpour,  the  water  is  risiog  and 
salmon  and  grilse  are  to  the  fore  in  goodly  numbers 
both  above  and  below  the  bridge.  I  know  of  two 
reaches  to  let  for  September  and  October  ;  would  suit 
a  party  of  throe  or  four  friends.    S.  J.  Hi.iii.ry. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskellig's. — Pollack  continue  to  give  good 
sport,  and  nice  takes  of  whiting,  bream,  and  gurnard 
have  been  had  last  week.  Bass  are  numerous  at  a  few 
places,  but  have  furnished  no  sport  recently. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton.— Sport  has  generally  been  good  at 
and  around  this  station,  especially  at  pollack.  Matters 
are  showing  much  improvement  at  time  of  writing  in 
all  departments,  but  visitors  have  not  been  much  in 
evidence. — ^T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. — On  Aug.  30  there  were  over  twenty 
boats  of  boat  anglers  off —from  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  the  shore — over  the  Black  Rock,  Hospital, 
and  Rook  Toe  grounds,  since  which  the  sea  has  been 
choppy,  and  to-day  (Sept.  3)  quite  too  rough  for  the 
small  boats  to  venture  out. — H. 

Brighton. — Fishing  from  one  of  the  groynes  at 
Brighton  recently  an  angler  caught  a  bass  weighing 
41b.  A  great  many  smaller  ones  have  a's3  been  taken. 
A.  A.' 

Deal. — Friday,  Aug.  29,  light  airs,  S.W.  winds,  with 
blue  sky.  Mr.  Stoveld  and  Mr.  Watson,  fishing  off 
St.  Margaret's  Bay,  took  seven  fine  codling,  five  of 
the  largest  weighing  301b.,  one  shad,  one  lobster,  l-,Mb., 
and  several  pouting.  Oq  Aug.  30,  weather  fine,  water 
smooth,  fair  sport  obtained  On  Aug.  31,  thick,  with 
rain,  only  a  few  boats  out,  Mr.  D.  R.  Harvey  and 
friend  landed  with  four  score  of  mixtures  of  flat- 
fish, whiting,  and  codling.  On  Sapt.  1,  fiir  sport 
all  round,  Mr.  Fernee  and  son  fishing  for  two 
hours  with  Dick  Riley,  boatman,  landed  with 
twelve  nice  codling  and  one  large  plaice,  whilst 
his  little  daughter,  eleven  years  old,  took  at  the  same 
time  three  nice  codling.  Sapt.  2,  wind  southerly,  fine 
first  part  of  day,  rain  later ;  fair  sport  obtained.  Mr. 
Duchene  landed  with  about  one  score  codling,  while  the 
other  boats  scored  up  fairly  well.  Sapt.  3,  wind  S.W., 
fresh,  with  blue  fky.  Sport  continues  about  the  same, 
and  all  who  take  part  in  this  kind  appear  to  be  fairly 
satisfied  with  this  open  weather.  I  anticipate  better 
prospects  shortly. — Edward  Hanger  (.^gent  B.S.A.S  ), 
Napier,  Beach-street. 

Deal  (the  Pier).— Pier  anglers  have  enj  )yed  some 
fair  sport  during  the  past  we;k,  though  the  codlings 
taken  have  been  very  small.  On  Friday,  Aug.  29, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Jewell  took  .a  plaice  ot  31b.,  and  a  few  nice 
codling.  Oq  Saturday,  Aug.  30,  Mr.  A.  Hutchings 
secured  a  4lb.  codling,  and  a  fair  average  catch 
resulted  from  the  day's  fishing.  Three  rods  made 
good  returns  upon  Aug  31,  bat  miny  visiting  anglers 
did  bat  little.  Despite  the  wretched  weather  which 
prevailed  on  Monday  some  good  catches  were  made. 
Mr.  Waddell  and  Mr.  R.  Richardson  each  made  good 
bags  of  small  codling,  and  the  gem  of  the  day  fell 
to  Mrs.  A.  Hutchings  in  the  form  of  a  beautiful  >?ilb 
plaice.  Master  Angermann  was  more  than  pleased, 
with  a  31b.  codling,  and  various  other  anglers  made 
fairly  good  captures.  Tuesday,  Sopt.  2,  proved  a  poor 
fishing  day,  not  a  large  fish  of  any  kind  coming  to 
hand  throughout  the  day.  Several  experienced  pollack 
anglers  fished  during  the  whole  tide  with  no  iuccess 
whatever.  The  following  day,  Wednesday,  Sept.  3, 
witnessed  much  better  results  ;  INIiss  Taplin  securing 
a  shapely  plaice,  Mrs.  Hutchings  a  21b.  codling,  and 
Dr.  Walters  a  3lb.  codling  and  several  other  fish.  The 
wind  is  new  south-west,  and  prospects  could  not  he 
better. — J.  Richardson,  B.S.A  S. 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonard-s. — Water  in  fair 
condition.  Very  heavy  rains  during  the  lastfewdays. 
Boats  have  done  well  amongst  the  ''Flats"  especially 
off  the  Hard.  Some  good  weevers  have  been  taken 
from  Harbour  Works,  also  silver  whiting,  the  latter 
running  small.  A  fair-sized  codling  was  taken  on 
Monday  from  Hastings  Pier. — A. 

Plymouth. —The  fishing  this  week  has  been  below 
the  average,  I  think  on  account  of  the  thundery 
weather.  There  is,  however,  plenty  of  chad,  pollack, 
and  small  bass  being  caught  at  the  pier,  and  a  gentle- 
man has  jast  been  in  and  says  that  he  has  been  taking 
some  big  bass  at  the  Rime  Head.  The  mackerel  are 
taking  the  spinner  freely  off  the  Penlee  Point,  and 
also  in  Whitsand  Bay,  several  dozen  per  boat.  Pouting 
ace  still  feeding  well,  but  the  regatta  week  will 
interfere  with  this  sport,  as  the  best  grounds  lie  just 
in  the  course  of  the  yachts  when  racing. — William 
Heardrr  (B.S  A.S.). 

Ramsgate.  —  Notwithstanding  the  unpropitious 
weather  tue  boats  are  having  fairly  good  takes  of  flat 
fish,  codling,  and  whiting.  Pier  and  harbour  fishing 
very  indifferent.  With  finer  weather  fishing  should 
lo  good,  as  there  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  bay.  Wind 
south- westerly,  stormy.— Grey  Mollett. 

Scarborough.— There  are  any  amount  of  large 
silver  whiting  in  the  bay,  and  good  catches  are  being 
made  daily.  Mackerel  are  also  being  taken,  but  not 
very  plentiful.    Tb'i  herring  fleet  are  making  excep- 
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tionally  large  catches — from  ten  to  fifty  thousand  per 
boat.  Large  profits  are  being  made,  but  expenses  are 
considerable. — H. 

Southampton. — Sea  anglers  have  been  getting 
exceptional  sport  from  the  Koyal  Pier,  Tovn  Quay, 
and  the  extenbion  at  the  Docks.  Mullet  are  larger 
this  year,  and  fine  fifh  up  to  51b.  weight  have  been 
taken.  On  the  Hythe  T  ier,  where  fishing  is  allowed 
all  day,  weekdajs  and  Sundays,  some  capital  sport 
with  bass  and  mullet  has  rewarded  those  anglers 
who  journey  across  from  Southampton.  I  hear  that 
Master  Harold  Lake,  of  Harlfsden,  has  been  doing 
wonderfully  well  off  Bournemouth  Pier.  Whiting  and 
pouting  are  well  up  at  Netlf  y. — Ape  Ai'ks  (B.S.A.S.). 


Jlssocialions 

(Special  Meetings). 


ANGLERS"  association- 
Flanders  Weir  Fishery. 

I'ending'  the  drawing  up  and  signing  of  an 
agreement  for  renting  the  above  fishery,  with 
boundaries  extending  from  the  "  Pike  and  Anchor," 
Por.ders  End,  to  the  Pumping  Station,  Angel-road, 
and  the  back  water  from  Ponders  End-road  Bridge 
down  to  the  junction  with  Mill  Stream,  the  East 
London  Waterworks  Co.  provisionally  granted  to 
the  Association  the  right  of  its  members  to  fish  the 
waters.  Owing  to  the  conditions  contained  in  the 
agreement  being  too  severe,  and  to  the  fact 
that  the  boundaries  specified  did  not  include 
all  the  waters  verbally  agreed  to,  the  trustees  did 
not  see  their  way  clear  to  accept  such  agreement. 
Notice  has  therefore  been  given  me  that  Ihe  pro- 
visional agreement  is  withdrawn,  and  our  members 
must  not  in  future  fish  there.  Mrs.  McMullen,  of 
the  cottage  by  the  footbridge,  now  has  the  fishing 
rights,  and  tickets  to  fish  the  water  must  be 
obtained  from  her.  Members  of  this  association  are 
earnestly  requested  not  to  attempt  to  fish  without 
the  necessary  permit,  otherwise  they  will  render 
themselves  liable  to  prosecution. — R.  G.  Woodruff, 
Secretary. 

British  Sea- Anglers'  Society — 

This  society  met  as  usual  on  Wednesday  at  head- 
quarters, 4,  Fetter-lane,  Mr.  Joseph  Yates  in  the 
chair.  The  Ufual  reports  from  agents  at  stations 
and  members  were  received  and  discusssed,  the 
stormy  weather  all  round  the  coast  having  pre- 
vented much  sport.  Mr.  Yates  reported  whiting 
off  the  Neyland  Rocks,  Margate,  codling  oft  the 
Longnose,  and  a  few  mullet  from  the  jetty. 
Mr.  Wall,  at  Salcombe,  an  interesting  trial  of 
rod  against  hand-lines— one  rod  with  two  hooks 
taking  102  fifh,  two  handlines  with  four  hooks 
one  hundred  only,  the  rod  having  it.  Mr.  Hast  had 
poor  sport  at  Weymouth  ;  Mr.  Maull,  a  sea  bream, 
off  Rawlepoint,  of  31b.  IS.Joz.  Charts  of  the  coast 
for  the  walls  of  the  new  room  were  presented  by 
Messrs.  Parker,  Yates,  Minchin  and  Letchfield,  and 
promises  of  microscopes  for  the  meeting  of  Dec.  17 
were  given,  Mr.  Croft  Handley  offering  to  supply  a 
microscope  for  daily  use  in  the  rooms.  Offers  to 
read  papers  on  matters  closely  akin  to  sea  fishing 
were  also  received,  and  votes  of  thanks  were  thick 
in  the  air  ;  and  so  another  of  these  popular  meetings 
in  the  new  rooms  came  to  a  close. — Hon.  Reporter. 

City  op  London  Piscatorial  Society — ■ 

At  the  meeting  on  Tuf  sday  last  (Sept.  2),  Mr.  E. 
R.  Cox  presided.  Notable  amongst  the  fishing 
records  was  the  weighing  in  of  a  fine  pike  of  nearly 
201b.,  taken  by  Mr.  j.  Warne;  its  weight  would  have 
been  much  greater  if  it  had  more  perfectly  re- 
covered from  spawning.  It  has,  of  course,  been  sent 
for  preservation.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting  s;  nie 
fine  chub,  perch,  and  roach  were  exhibited,  caught 
at  Broxbourne  by  Messr.^.  Hunt  and  Taylor.  Fish- 
ing reports  were  also  made  by  Messrs  Gilbert 
(Southend),  Williams  (Shepperton),  and  Kosbroake, 
the  last-mentic ned  gentleman  faking  (from  the 
Arun)  many  rodch,  bream,  and  dace.  It  was 
arranged  that,  for  the  purposes  of  the  roadi- 
fishing  compclition,  any  water  should  be  fishable 
for  which  the  charge  per  day  did  ne  t  exceed  2s.  (il. 
Also  that  fish  caught  should  be  produced  at  the 
meeting  on  that  day,  or  failing  production  of  the 
fish,  that  a  letter  or  telegram  with  particulars 
should  be  received  within  the  same  limit  ff  time. 
The  society  will  award  a  silver  medal  as  a  first 
prize  for  the  best  three  fish.  A  new  member  was 
bdlloted  for  ar.d  elected.  Mr.  J.  Hurren  presented 
a  handsome  volume  to  the  library,  being  duly 
thanked  for  the  gift — Hon  Sfc. 


Gresham  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  F.  R.  Qhlson  presided  at  the  meeting  held 
on  Tuesday  last,  when  there  was  again  a  fair  attend- 
ance of  members.  The  committee  have  arranged 
for  the  delivery  of  many  hundreds  of  trout  in  the 
winter  for  the  restocking  of  the  Chosham  water, 
l^ndeavours  are  being  made  to  secure  coarse  fish  of 
various  kinds  for  the  Kelvodon  water.  The  reports 
of  recent  fishing  trips  were  very  interesting,  several 
summer  holiday  experiences  being  related.  Mr. 
lOmery  had  .'•mall  trout  from  Chesham,  Mr. 
Chasteney  some  trout,  1  rgest,  15ia. ;  Mr.  Kldred, 
chub  and  roach  from  the  Lea;  Mr.  Hayward,  roach 
and  dace  from  the  Thames  ;  Mr.  Gill,  one  barbel ;  Mr. 
Connellan,  dace,  etc.,  with  fly  from  the  Thames;  Mr. 
Baker  some  capital  sport  from  the  coast  of  Cornwall, 
a  number  of  pollack,  average  31b. ,  whiting,  2Jlb.,  some 
bass  up  to  41b.,  and  he  lost  a  very  heavy  one  on  single 
gut.  His  largest  pc  Hack  were  101b  , 'Jib.,  Gib.,  and 
5Jlb.,  pout,  221b.  Mr.  Marshall,  two  perch  of  nearly 
lib.  each,  and  some  small  roach.  Mr.  Hoyle  had  been 
away  in  Donegal  witii  friends  for  twelve  days,  had 
some  good  trout  fi.sliiug,  heaviest  basket  Kllb.,  largest 
fish  111b.  Mr.  G.  Maull  reports  from  Devonshire  a 
sea  bream  of  31b.  15ioz.  Mr.  Gray  eighteen  small  ilat 
fish  from  Leigh,  ten  fish  another  day.  Mr.  Ohlson, 
fishing  Scarborough,  a  large  number  of  whiting. — 
J.  H.  Walkrk,  Hon.  Sec. 

HoRwicH  Anciling  Society,  Lancashire  — 

On  Aug.  30  the  members  of  this  society  fished 
their  last  match  of  the  season  in  the  Lancaster  and 
Kendal  Canal  at  Galgate.  Although  the  day  was 
very  hot  and  the  buu  very  bright  during  the  two 
hours'  fishing,  there  was  a  very  fair  catch  of  fish. 
Roach  were  the  chief  fish  caught.  T»venty  members 
caught  fish,  the  first  three  being  Messrs.  F.  Smith, 
A  Nixon,  jun.,  and  E.  Slack. — J.  A.  B. 

Northern  Anglers'  Association — 

At  a  meeting  of  the  executive  council  on  Aug  30 
the  secretary  reported  steps  taken  by  the  Lancaster 
Canal  manager  to  save  fish  when  the  canal  was 
emptied  for  repairs.  Letters  were  read  from  the 
manager  of  the  Shropshire  Union  Canals  deploring 
a  serious  loss  of  fish,  and  stating  the  action  he  had 
taken  in  the  matter.  A  valuable  addition  to  the 
fishing  privileges  of  the  association  was  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  secretary  for  completion.  Arrange- 
ments were  agreed  upon  for  supplying  a  quantity  of 
bream  to  the  Lancaster  Canal.  The  question  of 
securing  fishing  rights  on  the  Ribble  camo  before 
the  meeting,  but  no  action  was  taken. — Thos.  W. 
Redford,  H^n.  Sec. 
Piscatorial  Society — 

Mr.  R.  Bradford  presided  ove  r  the  meeting  held  on 
Monday  last.  Angling  reports  were  as  follows  : 
From  Newbury,  Mr.  Frank  Ward  had  been  amongst 
the  chub,  again  taking  on  Aug  28  five  fish 
weighing  151b.  7oz  ,  best  fish  4Jlb.,  and  on  Aug.  2!) 
several  more,  including  one  of  41b.  2oz.  Mr.  C.  H. 
B)  waters  took  a  nice  trout  of  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Bacon  had 
roach  ;  the  chairman  a  chub  of  3Jlb.  and  a  dace  of 
lib.  From  Harris  a  telegram  from  Mr.  H.  H. 
Brown  announced  the  capture  during  the  week  of 
forty  sea-trout,  best  fish  .5^1b. ;  Mr.A.Cosway  recorded 
having  taken  a  bream  of  431b.  from  Uxbridge.  Mr. 
Zaehnsdorf,  trying  at  Leigh  for  fiat  fish,  met  with 
poor  sport.  Mr.  Moore,  a  visitor,  gave  some  very 
interesting  particulars  concerning  trout  fishing  in 
Ceylon.  He  stated  that  they  have  no  small  water- 
flies,  such  as  there  are  in  this  country,  but  that  the 
fish  rise  at  dragon-fiies  and  grasshoppers,  and  that 
most  of  their  artificial  flies  are  dressed  to  imitate 
these  insects.  They  do,  however,  have  a  rise  of 
May  Fly  which  only  comes  up  for  a  short  time  in 
the  evening.  The  growth  of  trout  is  rapid,  and  fish 
of  lOlb.  to  121b.  have  been  taken.  Mr.  A.  Cosway 
presented  a  volume  of  the  "Badminton  Magazine," 
and  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  a  book  entitled  the  "  Salmon 
Fisheries  of  Scotland,  "  to  the  library,  and  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  both  gentlemen  for 
their  kindness. — Hon.  Sec. 


EX-PRERIDENT  fiROVER  dLEVELANU 
ON  nO(J  FlSHERiMEN  AND  SQUAW 
FISHERMEN. 


Enerv  angler  has  heard  of  ex-President  Grover 
Cleveland's  devotion  to  sport  with  rod  and  reel,  and 
that  he  preft  rs  fishing  to  any  other  form  of  recreation. 
But  few  probably  are  aware  that  in  the  university  town 
of  I'lincetiiii,  N.J  .where  he  re  sides,  he  is  called  thedean 
of  American  fishermen.  In  Princeton  Mr.  Cleveland  is 
always  given  his  academic  title—  I'rofessor  Cleveland 

and  bis  usually  dig' ified  m  inner  accords  well  with 
the  title.  i)Ut  the  lighter  sid  i  of  his  nature  can  bo 
brought  to  view  when  one  eng^iges  him  in  conversation 
upon  his  hobby — the  ethics  of  fishing  sport.  During 
a  recent  interview  uf  this  kii.d  I'rjfessor  Cleveland 
said  : — 

"  There  are  fishermen,  and  there  are  hog  fishermen. 
The  hog  fisherman  is  closely  allied  to  the  squaw  fisher- 


man, and  both  should  he  ruled  out  of  the  fishing 
fraternity  for  all  time.  These  persons  lack  the  finer 
perceptions  and  instincts  which  are  inseparable  from 
an  honest  love  and  enjoyment  of  the  art.  They  lack 
the  essentia!  requisites  which  make  the  real  fisherman, 
who  is  a  credit  to  himself  and  to  his  country. 

"  There  is  a  difference  between  the  hog  fisherman 
and  the  squaw  fisherman.  The  former  may  be  skilful 
with  rod  and  line,  but  he  has  neither  forbearance  nor 
moderation.  He  is  never  satisfied  with  filling  his 
creel  with  a  fair  catch.  He  wants  everything  in  sight 
and  under  the  waters.  He  is  nothing  more  than  a 
hog.  There  is  no  other  name  that  fits  him  so  well, 
and  it  does  not  carry  with  it  half  of  the  opprobrium 
the  creature  deserves. 

"The  squaw  fisherman  has  no  love  for  the  sport. 
He  does  not  derive  any  real  pleasure  from  it.  He 
takes  it  up  as  a  fad  or  to  acquire  a  reputation.  He 
only  want.=!  to  catch  fish  to  boast  about  it.  He  does 
not  catch  many  as  a  rule,  and  he  is  given  to  whining 
about  his  ill  luck.  He  scoffs  at  a  rousing  good  fish 
story,  and  is  prone  to  give  advice  about  things  of  which 
he  is  really  densely  ignorant.  His  sole  capital  is  his 
tackle  and  a  little  fish  language.  You  may  accept  it 
as  a  sound  proposition  of  angling  that  when  a  fellow 
boasts  of  the  enormous  immber  of  fishes  he  has  caught 
or  whines  about  his  hard  luck  that  ho  either  is  a  hog 
fisherman  or  a  squaw  fisherman,  and  that  he  should 
not  be  accepted  as  a  true  angler."  .  .  . 

"  Fishing  is  one  of  the  finest  means  I  know  of 
preserving  one's  health.  It  is  bound  to  keep  one  in 
the  finest  physical  condition.  During  my  last  trip 
south  I  spent  a  month  along  the  Florida  coast  angling 
for  deep  sea  fish,  and  I  cannot  tell  you  how  much  good 
it  did  me.  It  completely  thawed  out  my  rheumatism, 
and  I  had  the  exhilarating  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  old  age  has  not  jet  affected  my  ability  to  land 
a  gamy  sea-bass  or  a  bouncing  big  drum.  I  am  pro- 
foundly convinced  that  if  a  fisherman  is  of  the  true 
strain  his  good  health  and  his  angling  propensities 
will  go  hand  in  hand.  It  is  not  all  lazy  work.  It  is 
true  that  a  man  may  sit  in  a  boat  all  day  long,  but 
that  same  man  may  be  up  with  the  lark  and  tramp 
the  whole  day  long,  wading  up  rocky  streams  after 
trout  or  fighting  it  out  to  a  finish  with  a  warlike 
salmon.  The  guild  knows  a  fisherman  for  what  he 
is,  and  its  members  do  not  jump  at  the  conclusion 
that  the  fisherman  who  sits  in  a  boat  or  on  the  bank 
of  a  stream  for  several  days  in  succession  is  lazy. 
They  understand  and  make  allowances  for  any  seem- 
ing manifestation  of  bodily  and  mental  weariness. 

"  As  for  myself,  I  don't  wade  and  tramp  as  much 
as  I  used  to  in  the  old  days  when  I  made  my  big 
catches  of  black  bass  in  the  Niagara  River.  Even 
-now  it  stirs  my  blood  to  recall  the  exciting  battles  1 
had  with  those  gamy  bass  in  the  years  when  1  was 
nearing  mitihood.  I  have  caught  bigger  fish  since 
then,  but  I  have  never  been  able  to  tell  bigger  fish 
stories  than  in  those  days."  .  .  . 

"  While  I  thoroughly  enjoy  trouting  and  drum  fish- 
ing, my  favourite  fishing  has  always  been  for  black 
bass.  I  have  found  them  to  be  the  gamest  fish  I  have 
ever  come  in  contact  with,  and  when  I  hear  the  name 
mentioned  it  brings  in  train  whole  troops  and  legiou.s 
of  memories  of  the  days  of  my  boyhood.  What  could 
be  greater  sport  than  to  camp  along  the  bank  of  some 
mountain  creek  or  river,  to  rise  with  the  dawn,  and 
then,  garbed  in  heavy  wading  shoes,  a  pair  of  linen 
trousers,  a  shirt,  and  a  straw  hat,  shoulder  one's  rod 
and  start  for  the  haunts  of  the  big  fellows  that  love  to 
lurk  under  the  shadows  of  great  rocks,  and  from  the 
depths  of  dark  pools  dash  at  the  minnow  or  little  cat- 
fish, and  finally  come  flashing  from  the  waters  and 
find  a  place  upon  your  string  or  in  your  creel  ?  I 
have  always  found  that  in  fishing  for  black  bass  a 
certain  amount  of  wading  is  imperative.  Often  the 
biggest  fishes  are  found  lying  at  the  bottom  of  swift 
moving  water,  and  can  only  be  reached  by  wading  out 
to  one's  armpits  and  there  patiently  waiting  until  the 
sudden  tug  on  the  line  gives  evidence  that  a  big  fellow 
has  been  safely  hooked." 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  £6, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

12,0G4     Charles  Arthur  Allison,  Chancery-lane.  Im- 
provements in  fish  hooks. 
8483.    Treating  fish  and  fish  refuse.    Patentee:  J. 

H.  P.  Delattre,  Dorignies-Pters  (Nord), 
France.  Tielates  to  the  treatment  of  fish 
and  fish  refuse  for  the  extraction  of  oil  and 
for  the  conversion  of  the  solid  matter  into 
guano.  Reference  is  made  to  specification 
No.  2G65  A.D.  1900.  The  substance  to  b-j 
treatt  d  is  fed  iijto  the  hoppar  and  is  ri-in- 
tegrated  and  carried  by  tliB  cutting  blades  of 
the  rotating  scrjw  tin  o  igli  the  ilisintf  gratnr 
to  the  verticil  cylinder,  whence  it  rs  dis- 
charged into  the  long  inclined  cylinder 
which  is  provided  with  a  rotary  shaft  carry- 
ing forks  and  plates,  and  with  batlla  plates 
and  suitable  manholes, 
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They  purify. 

They  strengthen. 

They  invigorate 

FOR  HEADACHE. 
FOR  DI22INESS. 
FOR  BILIOUSNESS. 
FOR  TORPID  LIVER. 
FOR  CONSTIPATION. 
FOR  SALLOW  SKiN, 
FORTHECOiVIPLEXION 

DOSE  . 
One  at  Night 

Small  Pill. 
Small  Dose 
Small  Price. 

40  in  a  phial 
13id  of  all  C  hemists. 
Sugar-coated 

They  TOUCH 

the  Liver 


I  ANDERSONS'  gold  r,'!::DAL 


WADERS  I  (AMDERSOHS^  QOlo  ?<e:dal  WADERS 


No  name  less  |  t>  Liver  Pills.      Be  Sure  they  are 


llu=trate<1  pamprin  f  pe, rhowing  Mr  Crow's  travpis  abroid. 
Address -British  Depot,  45.  Holbor.i  Viaouct,  London. 


CARTER'S 


THE   CHESS   RIVER  TROUT  FARM. 


BROWN  TROUT  &  RAINBOW  TROUT. 

Bookings  are  Now  being  taken  for  the  AUTUMN  DELIVERY. 

For  Prices  and  advice,  apply  to  A.  R.  PEART,  CHORLEY  WOOD,  HERTS, 


TROUT. 

stock  your  Rivers  and  Streams  with  jmre  ItcJten,  River  Troitt, 
Your  Lakes  and  Ponds  with  Loch  Leven  and  Rainbotvs, 
PRICES  ON  APPLICATION  TO 

MANAGER,  Itchen  River  Trout  Breeding- 1  Establishment, 

CIiill£i,ncl,   IWinclieste]?,  HsLxits. 


peaps' 
Soap 

Specially  recommended  to 
ANGLERS 

BY  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 


GISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOI.BSAI.K  FKOM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


I'lIK 

Indian  Sporting  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SiVIARTEST,  CHEAPEST  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

C'IKCULATKS  THROUGHOUT  INDIA,  CKVWiN, 

BuRMAn  AND  Assam. 

The  Only  Sporting  Paper  in  'Western  India. 

Covers  every  liiaiicli  of  Iniliuii  Sporti,  ami  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  Ne\v.s. 

FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTIMINCi  MEDIUM 
FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 

Piilili.shed  every  Sunday.    Subscription  16«.  per 
annum.    Single  copies,  Id.,  post  free. 

Printed  and  Published  at  TIMES  OF  INDIA  Press, 
Bombay. 

LONDON  OFFICE  :  121,  FLEET  STREET,  E.C. 


ANDERSONS' rtWADERS 


The 

Norge"  Semi -Waders. 


Kost  Comfortable  in  Wear. 


FISHING  STOCKINGS. 

Made  in  Five  Qualities. 


The 

"BUCKLAND" 
COMBINATION 
WADERS. 

1902  Pattern. 

For   Ladies  and 
Gentlemen. 


o 
tn 

o 


ENTo  ST*  HALL  A.A&  A 


SPECIAL  LINE  '^^^"'^^^^  ■  ■  ^^/^  p^rp^''''"^"*'  31/6 


of  WADING  STOCKINGS,  10/6  &  U/6 


17/6  &  21/- 


Anderson,  Anderson  &  Anderson,  Ltd. 

(The  Anglers'  Waterproofers)^ 

37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  LONDON,  E.G. 

And   at  CARDIFF,   8,   QUEEN  STREET. 


ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADERS  )  '  ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADERS 


SCOTCH  ALL-WOOL  TWEEDS,  BLANKETS,  &g. 

For'  (xeittleinen''s  Hear. 

We  have  the  upwest  Styles  in  Tweeds,  Harris,  Homespuns,  Meltons,  Vicunas,  Worsteds,  and  Series. 
Fis/iiny,  S/iixitiiif),  mid  IJiiiiliiiij  T iivcJ >,■  a  Spei'idlitj/.    J'ritti'i-iis  sent  on  application. 

For  Household  Use. 

Oni  make  of  Scotch  All-Wool  Blankets  is  a  grand  article— Soft,  Warm  and  Durable.  Travelling; 
and  (ii^  Ruys,  Shirtings,  Shawls,  and  Knitting  Yai'ns,  all  of  best  wake  and  at  prices  which  are 
a  revelation. 

The     Latiffhauffli"  Natui'al  Llama  All-Wool 
Hosiery,  TJnshHiikahle. 

Every  (lai'uient  Guaranteed.  No  more  trouble  with  garments  shrinking  or  felting  in  washing. 
These  goods  are  open,  porous  and  sanitary,  and  aie  strongly  recommended  by  the  Medical  Pro- 
fession as  being  the  i)erfection  of  All-Wool  Underclothing.  They  are  l)eautifnlly  soft  and  warnr, 
and  will  not  irritate  the  most  sensitive  skin,  lllastrnted  Cntalutjiie,  with  Sninpleii  of  material 
ill  three  iliff'i'i-eiit  iivi':iiil«.  >.eiit  mi  a/i/ilifation. 

LET  US  HEAR  FROM  YOU. 

Langhaugh  Mills, 

GALASHIELS,  N.B. 


CURRIE  M'DOUGALL  &  SCOTT, 


HOLLAND'S 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS. 

Specialities  : 

Trammels,  Drags,  Shoes, 
&e. 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS. 


FLOATING 


Prices 


application. 


Fisheries  laid  out  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate. 
40  years'  experience. 


FLIES  ■  doz. 


Cash  with  order,      29,  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 

FOURTH    EDITION    NOW  READY. 

DOMESTICATED  TROUT  :  How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE.     Crown  8vo.,  12s.  6d. 


Undon :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MABSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunatan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 
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^offings  bj)  f()c  i^ay. 

Furlliwith  the  sounds  and  seas,  each  creek  and  bay, 
Witli  frie  innumerable  swarme,  and  slioales 
Of  fish,  that  with  their  finnes  and  shining  scales 
Olide  under  the  greene  loave,  in  seniles  that  oft 
Bank  the  mid  sea. — Milton — "  Paradise  Lost." 


Anglers  who  have  been  in  the  liabit  of  tishinp;  at 
Ponders  End,  and  by  the  Mill  Stream  of  the  East 
London  Waterworks  Co.,  should  note  that  tickets  must 
now  be  obtained  of  Mrs.  McMullen.  A  provisional 
agreement  extending  certain  privileges  to  members  of 
the  Anglers'  Association  has  been,  for  reasons  given 
in  another  column,  withdrawn.  So  I  am  informed 
by  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodrufif. 


"  If  I  were  not  C;t'sar  I  would  bo  Diogenes,"  was 
the  remark  made  by  an  ancient  "  rum  'un."  I  am  a 
bit  of  a  rum  'un  myself,  and,  parodying  the  remark  of 
my  old  friend,  I  say,  "  If  I  were  not  an  angler  I 
would  be  an  athlete."  The  fact  is  I  am  a  bit  of  both, 
though,  as  the  man  said  of  his  teetotalism,  "  I  have 
not  been  working  much  at  athleticism  lately."  I  may 
take  it  on  with  a  zest,  and  be  not  surprised  if  I  am 
found  lifting  grand  pianos  with  the  hand,  looping  the 
loop,  or  swimming  the  Channel,  for  I  have  just  started 
to  read  "  Athletic  and  Physical  Training  for  Land  and 
Water,"  by  Professor  Marquis  Bibbero.  The  professor 
is  a  veteran  athlete  and  swimmer ;  he  has  accompanied 
Channel  swimmers  in  their  most  successful  attempts, 
and  with  the  aid  of  Bibbero  and  Bovril,  if  1  ever  do 
attempt  the  swim,  I  feel  sure  I  should  pull  it  olT. 
1  'rofessor  Bibbero  can  only  be  associated  with  success, 
as  will  be  proved  by  the  demand  for  his  instructive 
and  useful  little  book,  published  by  Messrs.  Walbrook 
and  Co.,  Ltd.,  Whitefriars-street,  E.C. 


Mr.  John  E.  Milleb,  of  the  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  Leeds,  writes: — "I  regret  to  report  the  death 
of  Mr.  Frederick  Mortis,  aged  36,  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales  Hotel,  Thornaby,  while  fishing  on  the  Tees, 
close  to  Yarm,  on  Friday  (Aug.  29).  I  believe  the 
deceased  was  subject  to  fits  at  times.  He  was  observed 
to  catch  a  fish,  and  then  in  turning  round  to  throw 
up  his  arms  to  fall  into  the  water.  His  body  was 
recovered  twenty  minutes  later,  and  artifical  respira- 
tion tried  without  avail.  At  the  inquest  on  Saturday 
(Aug.  30)  a  verdict  of  '  accidentally  drowned '  was 
returned ." 


Two  London  members  of  the  Lark  Angling  Society, 
Messrs.  Fenton  and  Pearcc,  fishing  at  Icklingham, 
caught  two  dace  recently  weighing  respectively  11  and 
lOJo/.  The  same  gentlemen  had  a  catch  of  twenty 
roach,  aggregating  17Jlb.  in  two  hours,  during  the 
present  week.    All  these  fish  were  caught, on  wheat. 


Here  is  angling  literature  and  art  all  in  one 
paragraph.  Mr.  W.  Allingham,  jun.,  the  well-known 
etcher  of  some  of  Rosa  Bonheur's  celebrated  pictures, 
and  brother  to  two  prominent  liltfrateurs,  caught  the 
other  day  a  Gib.  barbel  at  Suabury.  This  nice  fish 
was  taken  on  roach  tackle,  and  gave  some  fine  sport. 
Well  done,  Mr.  Allingham  I  You  are  as  good  with 
the  rod  as  with  the  etching  needle,  and  will  win  fame 
with  both. 


I  HEAR  that  there  are  excellent  prospects  of  a  good 
and  early  pike  season  at  Frensham  Pond.  During  the 
past  few  days  Mr.  Duprey  has  taken  many  good  fish, 
but  returned  them  to  the  water  for  the  benefit  of 
brother  anglers,  who  properly  come  pike  fishing  a  little 
later  on.  One  day  he  took  two  very  nice  perch  of  IJlb. 
and  I'l'lb.,  all  spinning.  This  is  only  one  experience. 
Other  anglers  give  equally  promising  reports,  so  host 
(>.  A.  W.  (Irilfitlis  will  be  able  to  give  visitors  plenty  of 
jj'ood  sport. 


At  the  Labour  Congress  they  have  decided  we  arc 
all  to  have  Old  Age  Pensions.  Good  I  An  old  lady, 
having  succeeded  in  getting  her  grandson  a  Govern- 
ment appointment,  congratulated  him  before  some 
friends  on  his  brilliant  prospects,  for,  as  she  assured 
her  friends,  he  would  be  entitled  to  "Bread  for  life, 
and  a  pension  afterwards  I  " 


Tui;  Bollbarn  Angling  Society  had  fished  their 
annual  contest  at  Upton-on-Scveru,  and  were  near  the 
Ketch,  on  their  return  journey  to  Worcester,  when  a 
youth  named  Marshall  fell  from  the  stern  of  the 
steamer  into  the  river.  The  boat  was  making  good 
progress  at  the  time,  and  loud  shouts  wore  raised. 
Without  a  moment's  hesitation,  however,  one  of  the 
party  plunged  into  the  stream,  and  succeeded  in 
reaching  the  lad.  The  boy  and  his  rescuer  were 
hauled  on  board,  and  the  treasurer  of  the  Bellbarn,  as 
the  result  of  passing  round  the  hat,  was  enabled  to 
present  the  hero  of  the  incident  with  a  solatium  of 
over  thirty  shillings  for  his  wetting. 


FiSHiNc;  with  hand  lines  from  a  small  boat  off 
Bridlington  on  Aug.  26,  Mr.  and  ]\Ir8.  J.  G.  Aspinal, 
of  Northampton,  in  the  course  of  four  hours  caught 
ten  score  of  fish — whiting,  plaice,  dabs,  and  codling, 
principally  whiting. 


"A  SHORT  time  since  an  angler,  fishing  the  Lugg, 
by  some  means  got  his  line  fast  in  a  strand  of  barbed 
wire,  stretched  across  the  river  to  prevent  cattle 
straying,  and  eventually  had  to  break,  leaving  a 
portion  of  the  running  line  with  the  cast  and  flies 
dangling  in  the  water  below.  Two  or  three  days  after- 
wards being  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  angler  thought 
he  would  see  if  his  line,  etc.,  was  still  as  he  left  it. 
To  his  surprise  it  was  still  there,  just  as  before,  and  a 
moorhen  (dead)  swimming  on  the  surface  attached  to 
his  leader  fly,  which  the  bird  had  attempted  to  swallow 
and  so  met  its  death." 

The  Fly-Fisher. 

Down  where  the  dell-stream  murmurs, 

Mid  tumbling  rocks  and  foam, 
Beneath  the  spreading  alders 
The  angler  loves  to  roam ; 
Knee-deep  in  cooling  waters 

He  threads  his  careful  way  ; 
Alone  he  feels  not  lonely, 
Nor  knows  too  long  a  day. 

His  limber  rods  sways  gently. 

Lithe  as  a  willow-wand ; 
His  basket  o'er  his  shoulder, 

With  net  to  correspond ; 
His  pipe,  e'er  true  companion. 
Firm  set  between  his  teeth, 
The  scented  smoke  ascending 
In  many  a  curling  wreath. 

Sec  how  he  stands,  expectant, 

Sphinx-like,  he  does  not  mive. 
Yon  ring  of  broken  water 

Betrays  a  fish  above. 
With  dextrous  hand  he  casteth 

That  killing  fly,  March  Brown, 
Thrown  just  beyond  the  circle. 
The  stream  will  bring  it  down. 

And  now  the  winged  temptress 

Floats  o'er  him.    Will  he  come  ? 
Yes !    See,  the  rod  is  bending. 

The  subtle  steel  strikes  home. 
And  now  a  splash,  a  struggle. 
Brisk  music  from  the  reel ; 
And  now  a  plump  half-pounder 
Is  lying  in  the  creel. 

Quick  as  we  take  to  tell  it. 
The  line  again  goes  out ; 
Another  lively  combat. 
Another  lusty  trout ; 
Below  that  swirling  eddy. 

Just  where  the  bank  shelves  o'er. 
He  saw  the  fly  and  took  it, 

And  now  will  rise  no  more. 
Mile  after  mile,  unwearied. 

Mid  banks  of  fern  and  flowers. 
The  angler,  in  contentment. 
Eludes  the  fleeting  hours ; 
He  cannot  start  too  early. 

Nor  make  too  long  a  stay ; 
And  when  the  evening  cometh 
Is  loth  to  go  his  way. 

Then,  here's  to  thee,  good  angler. 

And  to  thy  pleasant  sport  1 
May  all  thy  days  be  prosperous  — 

Let  them  be  long  or  short. 
May  joy  of  expectation, 

And  hope  that  never  dies, 
Be  thine  from  dawn  to  sunset. 
Beneath  the  summer  skies  I 
Norton.  G.  W.  H. 


"  Green  When  "  wiites  to  the  editor  thusly  :  "  Dear 
Sir, — I  cannot  help  thinking  that  '  Dragnet'  is  a  little 
too  cocksure  in  jeering  at  Dean  Chace's  story  of  his 
friend's  terrier  wakening  up  the  salmon  in  a  pool.  If 
I  am  not  mistaken,  Mr.  Kelson  promulgated  a  some- 
what similar  theory  many  years  ago  in  Land  and 
Water,  namely,  that  fish  which  are  not  taking  may  be 
asleep,  and  roused  by  some  movement  which  is  not 
sufficiently  alarming  to  drive  them  away,  with  the 
result  that  they  may  tal<e  a  fly  immediately  afterwards. 
About  ton  or  twelve  years  ago  I  had  an  experience 
which  somewhat  bears  out  this  theory.  I  was  fishing 
Hea's  Ford,  on  the  Bann,  below  Portfilenone ;  not 
a  fish  showed,  and  in  despair  I  lauded  and  com- 
menced worming.  In  a  few  minutes  I  beard  an 
approaching  steamer,  and  soon  saw  Colonel  Bruce's 
steam  yacht  coming  round  the  bend  of  (he  river.  As 
soon  as  it  had  passed  I  told  the  boatman  to  hurry  up 
and  get  out  on  the  throw,  as  the  yacht  would  liven  up 
the  fish.  He  thought  I  was  fooling,  but  the  result 
proved  I  was  right.  Before  I  hud  made  half-a-dozen 
casts  1  was  into  a  fish  and  killed  it,  and  immediately 
after  rose  another,  though  I  had  previously  fished  the 


throw  carefully  with  the  same  flits  without  result.    I  ' 
may  thank  Mr.  Kelson's  theory  for  this  fish." 
****** 

Now  it  is  really  too  bad  of  "  Green  Wren "  to 
accuse  "  Dragnet  "  of  being  "  cocksure  "  and  jeering 
at  Dean  Chace's  tale  of  sleeping  salmon.  If  "  Green 
Wren "  will  kindly  refer  to  the  jotting  on  p.  156  for 
Aug.  30,  he  will  find  the  words:  "The  Pall  Mall 
Ga:iette  remarks,"  etc.,  not  "  Dragnet,"  who  some- 
times puts  a  word  or  two  to  adorn  the  tale.  So  pltase 
go  pell  mell  for  the  I'all  Mall.  But  do  fish  sleep? 
The  whole  question  is  a  curious  one.  Whales  have 
frequently  been  cut  into  by  steamers,  and  the  reason 
assigned  has  been  not  that  the  helmsman,  but  that , 
the  whale,  was  asleep.  If  fish  do  sleep,  then  perhaps 
they  dream.  "  In  that  sleep  what  dreams  may  come  " 
of  sharp,  strong  tackle,  alluring  bait,  and  battles  with 
the  doughty  anglers  whose  deeds  are  recorded  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  Anglers  often  dream  about  fish.  I 
don't  believe  fish  dream  about  anglers— they  may  have 
an  occasional  nightmare. 


A  NUMHEE  of  new  "turns"  will  be  introduced  into 
the  Royal  Atjuarium  programme  on  Monday  (Sept.  8). 
They  include  performing  dogs  and  cats,  bone  soloists 
and  boxers,  comedy  horizontal  bar  performers, 
gymnasts,  and  musicians.  All  add  to  the  variety 
performances  which  are  to  be  seen  at  the  Aquarium, 
and  which  render  the  programme  suitable  to  all  tastes. 

'•  L.  M.  K."  in  the  Western  Morning  News  writes ;  — 
"  Sir, — Your  correspondent  Mr.  Shaw  is  no  doubt 
correct  in  saying  that  the  sturgeon  is  a  Royal  per- 
quisite wherever  caught,  and  indeed  the  words  of  the 
Stat  de  Prerog.  Regis.  (17  Ed.  II.)  are  ;  '  The  King 
shall  have  wreck  of  the  sea  throughout  the  realm, 
whales  and  sturgeons  taken  in  the  sea  and  elsewhere 
within  the  realm,  except  in  certain  places  privileged 
by  the  King.'  However,  more  than  one  writer  states 
that  the  usage  is  confined  to  the  Thames,  and  I  take 
the  following  from  Barrington  '  On  the  more  Ancient 
Statutes '  (Edit.  1769) :  After  attributing  the  decline 
in  the  Royal  income  derived  from  the  whale  to  the 
fact  that  the  Northern  latitudes  of  Europe  had  gradu- 
ally become  warmer,  he  says,  '  I  apprehend  that  the 
custom  of  sending  a  present — as  it  is  styled — to  the 
King  of  the  sturgeon  taken  in  the  Thames,  arises  from 
this  ancient  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  as  it  is  one  of 
the  Royal  fish.  In  Denmark,  the  whale  and  sturgeon 
are  considered  as  the  ■  King's ;  property,  wherever 
caught.'  It  is  said  that  sturgeon  caught  above  London 
Bridge  belong  to  the  Lord  Mayor.  As  regards  the 
whale,  it  was.  the  head  and  tail  only  which  went  to 
the  Royal  couple,  the  rest  being  regarded  as  the 
captor's  moiety.  '  The  reason  of  this  whimsical 
division,  assigned  by  our  ancient  records,  was  to 
furnish  the  Queen's  wardrobe  with  whalebone ;  but 
this  reason  is  more  whimsical  than  the  division,  for 
the  whalebone  lies  entirely  in  the  head.'  (Steph. 
Comm.,  Vol.  II.)." 


River  reporters  are  occasionally  hardly  pressed, 
especially  when  in  a  hurry,  as  how  to  be  brief  and  yet 
truthful.  One  striking  instance  of  this  can  be  seen  in 
one  of  our  weekly  contemporaiies  of  Saturday  last. 
Here  it  is,  verbatim:  "  The  river  is  going  down,  and 
few  anglers  have  been  out."  Brevity  is  the  soul  of  wit, 
but  supposing  the  river  had  gone  "  up,"  it  would 
indeed  beat  the  record,  as  this  report  really  does  "  up  " 
to  the  present. 


The  Sporting  Times  gives  the  following :  "  Of  all 
the  foul  and  filthy  rivers  in  which  small  fish  are  sus- 
pected of  lurking,  the  Lea,  below  Clapton,  takes  the 
bun.  Still  there  the  Sunday  morning  angler  casts  his 
line  'mongst  floating  canine  and  feline  carcases,  and 
when  a  brother  pisoator  puts  the  question,  '  Caught 
any  think  yet.  Blinker  ?  '  replies  with  pretty  wit, 
'  Don't  think  so,  Dick.  Ain't  felt  no  symptoms  yet, 
anyway  I ' " 

The  absence  of  water,  owing  to  the  great  drought, 
led  a  flight  of  ducks  at  Cobar,  New  South  Wales,  to 
make  a  strange  mistake.  They  were  seen  to  descend 
on  to  the  shiny  surface  of  a  galvanised  iron  roof  and 
make  desperate  efforts  to  swim. 

A  Sussex  correspondent  writes  :  "  A  short  time  ago 
I  read  a  capital  article  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  carp 
fishing,  but  I  was  sorry  to  note  one  '  blot '  in  it — 
namely,  the  advice  of  the  writer  to  '  snatch '  carp  I 
It  is  only  the  principle  that  is  affected,  as  in  practice 
I  believe  it  would  be  found  impossible.  I  hold  this 
opinion  for  this  reason :  Years  ago  when  starting  on  a  carp 
fishing  expedition  1  intentionally  left  my  not  at  home, 
thinking  that  if  I  hooked  a  carp  that  was  worth  net- 
ting I  would  gaff  him,  but  this  I  found  to  be  impos- 
sible as  the  scales  were  impenetrable,  and  I  had  to 
play  the  carp  out  and  then  lift  it  from  the  water  by 
placing  the  gaff  in  the  gills.  After  getting  the  fish  on 
the  bank  I  experienced  great  difficulty  in  getting  the 
point  of  the  gaff  a  quarter  of  an  inch  through  the 
scales.  I  conclude,  therefore,  that  carp  are  safe  from 
'  snatchers.'  "  Dbagnet. 
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pFovificial  flfigling  ^otes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  arrangements  for  the  sixteenth  annual  contest 
in  connection  with  the  Birmingham  Angling  Associa- 
tion are  now  completed ;  £70  will  be  given  in  money 
for  prizes ;  the  entrance  fee  will  be  sixpence,  as  usual. 
The  contest  tickets  l  are  now  on  sale,  and  those  who 
wish  to  compete  must  obtain  their  tickets  on  or  before 
Saturday  evening  (Sept.  6).  The  railway  tickets  may 
be  obtained  on  Monday  morning  (Sept.  8)  from  the 
members  of  the  committee,  who  will  be  at  the 
railway  station  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  the 
tickets'.  The  first  train  will  leave  New-street 
(Midland)  at  5  45,  calling  at  Camp  Hill  at  5  55. 
The  second  train  will  leave  New-street  at  6  0, 
calling  at  Five  Ways  at  6.5,  and  Selly  Oak  at  6.10. 
The  third  train  will  be  made  up  with  saloon  carriages, 
and  will  leave  New-street  at  6.15,  calling  at  Camp 
Hill  at  6.25  ;  the  fare  for  the  double  journey  will  be 
23.  9d.  The  return  trains  vrill  leave  Tewkesbury  at 
7.45,  8  10,  and  8.20.  The  contest  will  be  fished  under 
the  association  rules,  which  will  be  given  out  previous 
to  the  departure  of  the  trains.  The  headquarters  of 
the  comnjittee  will  ba  Mr.  Spiers,  the  Plough  Hotel. 
The  fish  will  be  weighed  in  at  a  special  tent  erected 
near  to  the  large  marquee  for  the  sale  of  refresh- 
ments. The  draw  for  places  will  take  place  in  the  Cattle 
Market,  which  has  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
association  by  the  Tewfiesbury  authorities.  Every- 
thing has  been  done  by  the  committee  in  order  tj 
make  the  contest  and  excursion  a  success,  and  alL  that 
is  required  is  fine  weather  to  once  more  make  another 
success.  The  Severn  is  in  fine  condition  just  at 
present  for  angling,  and  the  roach  and  dace  are  feeding 
freely,  and  those  who  take  part  in  the  contest  should 
go  with  a  good  supply  of  gentles  both  for  fishing 
and  baiting  up  purposes.  Some  very  good  catches 
of  fish  have  been  had  with  this  bait  from  all 
parts  of  the  river ;  the  wasp  grub  has  also  been  very 
successful,  and  some  good  perch  and  chub  have  been 
had  from  the  Hampton  Lode  district.  Very  little  has 
been  done  on  the  Avon  during  the  past  week,  but  the 
river  is  in  good  condition  and  some  good  catches  of 
fish  should  be  made  as  now  and  October  are  the  two 
best  months  in  the  year  for  the  Avon.  The  canals 
and  pools  have  been  fished  with  success,  and  some 
very  good  baskets  have  been  taken.  Several  contests 
■were  fished  on  Aug.  31,  but  owing  to  the  weather  the 
takes  were  very  small.  The  weather  is  improving, 
and  with  this  the  sport  should  also  improve. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Those  who  have  patronised  the  Pen  waters  during 
the  past  ten  days — and  there  have  been  hundreds 
from  Sheffield  and  other  north  country  towns — have 
had  no  cause  to  complain  of  the  sport,  for  most  fish 
have  been  in  a  feeding  humour,  and  some  heavy  bags 
have  been  obtained.  Bream  especially  have  given 
wonderfully  good  sport,  and  fishermen  who  have 
operated  from  a  boat  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Witham,  more  particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Grand  Sluice  at  Boston,  have  killed  many  a  good 
fish  weighing  up  to  5Ib.  Sport,  however,  has  not  been 
confined  to  this  particular  section,  for  the  capture  of 
heavy  spfecimens  is  also  reported  from  the  Anton 
Oowts  and  Chapel  Hill  districts,  and  individual  rods 
are  said  to  have  taken  in  a  single  day  as  much  as 
three  stones  of  fish.  Roach  fishing  also  shows  a 
marked  improvement  over  what  it  was  a  fortnight 
ago.  Creed  wheat  and  bread  paste  have  both 
accounted  for  some  very  choice  lots.  The  best  sport 
amongst  the  red  fin=i  has  probably  been  had  on  the 
Swineshead  and  Hubbert's  Bridge  lengths  of  the 
Forty-foot,  and  also  on  the  Bargate  and  Mount 
Pleasant  drains.  Some  of  the  principal  baskets  have 
ranged  from  101b.  to  upwards  of  201b.  per  rod. 
Welland  anglers  have  more  particularly  turned  their 
attention  to  pike,  which,  during  the  last  week  or  two, 
have  given  capital  sport  in  the  Deeping  district. 
With  the  aid  of  live  bait  local  rods  have  killed 
specimens  in  fair  condition  up  to  101b.  apiece.  This 
branch  of  sport  commencad  on  the  Forty-foot  on 
Monday,  but  at  present  the  river  is  rather  too  weedy  to 
admit  of  much  successful  sport  with  the  trolling  rod. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  has  been  fairly  good  on  the  Hull  river  and 
Dritfield  Canal  during  the  past  week,  and  some 
good  fish  taken,  amongst  which  Mr.  Fred  Waites, 
of  the  Driffield  Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Club, 
whilst  fishing  in  the  canal,  took    a    nice  trout 

I  that  scaled  a  little  over  3ib.,  and  in  the  river 
below  Hempholme  several  very  good  fish  have 
recently  been  taken  with  live-bait  fisning;  some  good 

,  bream  and  roach  are  to  be  met  with  at  Leven  Lock 
and  Beverley  Bjckend  with  maggots  and  paste, 
accounting  lor  good  fish.     The  Beverley  Angling 

,    Asa  Delation  fished  a  pegged-down  match  at  Hull 

)  Bridge,  and  with  fair  sport,  Mr.  J.  W,  Thompson 
•ecuring  the  flrct  priza  with  41b.  lOoz.  of  nice  roach. 


At  Wawne,  Cicey,  and  Duuswell  paste  seems  to  bo 
the  most  enticing  bait  for  the  larger  fish,  and  the 
water  being  in  fairly  good  trim,  sport  should  be 
be  good  this  week  end.  The  Brunswick  Angling 
Society  and  Blundell  Spence  &  Co's.  Angling  Society 
have  both  decided  matches  at  Newport  in  the  Market 
Weighton  Canal,  the  former  on  Aug.  23,  when  Mr.  J. 
Reed  secured  first  prize.  Sport  is  now  very  good  in 
sea  fishing  at  Bridlington  and  Flamborough,  amongst 
whiting,  codling,  flat  fish,  and  mackerel, 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  maiden  match  of  the  Little  Hulton  Angling 
Society  was  fished  at  Boothstown  on  Saturday  last, 
twenty-six  rods  competing.  Mr.  R.  Schofield  secured 
the  first  prize  with  a  roach  7^oz.,  but  sport  all  round 
was  not  good.  The  Victoria  Hall  Angling  Society, 
Bolton,  paid  a  visit  to  Astley  on  Saturday  and  dis- 
posed of  all  their  prizes,  Mr.  John  Schofield 
securing  the  first  with  a  roach  over  Jib.  and  a 
total  of  llfoz.  Twelve  prizes  were  offered.  Messrs. 
J.  Boot  (Liverpool)  and  Moororoft  (Moorside)  have 
been  doing  their  best  to  deplete  the  waters  at  Dogdyke 
of  fish  during  a  visit  of  eight  days ;  they  have  failed 
as  did  Mr.  J.  Mitchell,  of  Ardwiok.  The  former  have 
both  done  well ;  the  smallest  weight  for  one  day  was 
lijlb.  and  the  largest  401b.  Mr.  Moorcroft  includes 
in'his  catch,  a  tench,  21b.  6oz.,  and  several  roach  over 
lib.  An  open  match  at  Leigh,  on  Saturday,  Aug.  30, 
obtained  an  entry  of  sixty ;  the  winner  of  the  first 
prize  was  C.  Jones  with  8Joz.  The  next  open  event  at 
this  town  will  be  on  September  20  for  £5  in  cash 
prizes.  The  West  Salford  Angling  Association  can 
pride  themselves  on  great  progress  during  the  past 
financial  year.  United  and  working  for  one  object — 
angling — the  clubs  of  this  district  are  bound  to  pr  jsper, 
and  it  is  matter  for  congratulation  that  they  know 
this  and  are  acting  up  to  it.  In  Mr.  Hope  they  have 
an  energetic  and  capable  general  secretary. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Ben  Brierley  Angling  Society  appear  to  be  un- 
fortunate in  their  visit  to  Broken  Cross,  to  fish  the 
second  contest  of  the  season.  The  contest  may  be 
summed  up  as  follows  :  "  Poor  results  but  all  prizes 
taken,"  Mr.  J.  Kerr  heads  the  list.  Alderman  Linsley 
and  Messrs.  J.  Haggart,  and  W.  L.  Crawford  are  re- 
ported as  having  fair  sport  on  the  Earn  and  Almond. 
One  day  91b.,  and  on  another  day,  assisted  by 
a  fourth  rod,  they  had  151b.,  all  trout.  Our  city 
rods  at  Ballintra  are  remarkably  unfortunate  as 
regards  weather  and  sport.  Quoting  from  a  letter 
of  one  of  the  party  in  brief,  one  day  weather  unfavour- 
able, two  pike,  ten  perch,  twenty-five  rudd  ;  second 
day  very  stormy,  eight  trout,  twenty  perch  ;  third  day 
very  windy  and  wet,  one  pike,  nine  perch,  two  hundred 
rudd,  for  four  rods  ;  fourth  day  appears  a  blank  ;  fifth 
day,  forty  perch,  ten  trout,  weather  fine  but  wind 
troublesome  ;  sixth  day  weather  as  previous  day,  four- 
teen trout,  ninety-six  porch.  This  is  not  a  very  exciting 
report  after  a  thirty  hours'  journey  ia  search  of  good 
fishing.  "  Izaak  Junior,"  writing  in  the  Wigan 
Observer,  appears  to  take  exception  to  what  is  written 
in  the  Fishing  Oazeitc  on  the  doings  of  Wigan  rods, 
and  fancies  this  city  contains  the  sinner  who  speaks 
the  truth.  Thank  you,  "  Izaak,"  we  do  speak  the 
truth  in  Manchester,  but  who  put  in  the  Wigan 
Observer,  on  Aug.  30,  that  a  prize-winner  had  forty- 
five  fish  weighing  5^oz.,  an  average  of  2drs.  each. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

On  the  Shardlow  waters  of  the  Trent  on  Saturday 
(Aug.  30),  Mr.  Edgar  Birks  and  Mr.  Tom  Birks,  of  the 
City  Wellington  Society,  had  a  grand  day  amongst  the 
roach  with  creed  wheat.  They  fished  from  a  punt, 
and  creeled  some  stones,  including  many  over  IJlb. 
each.  Mr.  Edgar  Birks  also  hooked  and  landed 
a  magnificent  barbel  of  61b.  2f3z.  This  is  being 
set  up.  Many  members  of  the  same  society  were  out 
on  the  same  stretch  on  Tuesday,  but  the  fish  (all  kinds) 
seemed  disinclined  to  feed.  A  member  of  the  Not- 
tingham Anglers'  Association  took  fourteen  chub  with 
wasp-grubs  on  the  association's  waters  between  Gun- 
thorpa  and  Malkin's  Hills  on  Saturday  (Aug.  30),  and 
further  chub  came  from  the  samg  district  on  Monday. 
The  association  have  fished  two  of  their  matches  on  their 
leased  waters  between  Trent  Lock  and  Sawley  Bridge. 
In  the  first  Mr.  Alvey  was  successful,  with  Mr.  E. 
Winterbottom  second.  The  result  of  the  second  had 
not  reached  our  correspondent  when  these  notes  were 
written.  A  few  barbel  and  some  chub  and  roach  have 
been  caught  at  Colwick  (below  the  weirs)  and  at  Holme 
Pierrepont.  On  the  Greet,  Mr.  P.  Kirk  has  creeled 
three  brace  of  fine  trout  with  fly,  and  several  have 
been  got  bottoming  by  Mr.  H.  Benson  in  his  own 
stretch  above  RoUeston  mill.  Trout  are  growing 
somewhat  heavy  in  spawn.  On  Wednesday  a  terrific 
gale  raged  from  the  south-west,  and  although  the  sun 
shone  brightly  at  intervals  the  weather  generally 
seemed  much  disturbed. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  strange  weather  this  week — wind 
chiefly  west  to  south-west,  and  some  days  blowing 
v;ty  hard,  with  periods  of  heavy  rain.    It  has  been 


very  bad  for  fly-fishcrmen,  and  the  chief  sport  has 
been  had  bottom  fishing.  Some  very  creditable 
baskets  of  fish  have  been  taken  in  the  Teme  at 
Knightsford  Bridge,  Martley  and  above  Ham  Bridge. 
Mr.  A.  Williams  caught  four  brace  of  grayling  and 
nine  fine  dace  with  the  maggot ;  witli  the  same 
bait  Mr.  J.  Jones  caught  thirty-six  dace,  a  brace  of 
trout,  and  two  and  a  half  brace  of  grayling.  Mr. 
Thompson,  one  brace  of  trout,  eleven  dace  and 
grayling  and  four  large  chub ;  Mr.  J.  Lewis,  nine 
chub,  weighing  131b.,  with  the  fly  (White  Tag,  Red 
Palmer,  and  Zulu).  Chub  have  also  been  going  well 
in  the  Severn.  At  Holt,  Mr.  Avery  had  an  8\b.  and  a 
101b.  with  wasp  grubs  and  maggot ;  Mr.  W.  Jones, 
131b.,  near  Camp  Weir;  and  a  well-known  Worcester 
clergyman  and  friend,  fishing  in  GriCfia's  boat  at 
Upton-on-Severn  on  Monday,  had  about  one  hundred, 
some  of  them  of  large  siz9;  and  Mr.  Hussey,  of 
Malvern,  fishing  with  Griiria,  caught  over  seventy 
roach  and  dace.  Several  heavy  catches  of  roach  have 
been  had  from  the  bank  in  this  part  of  the  river. 
Messrs.  A.  Coombe,  C.  Evans,  F.  Whitsides,  F.  James 
had  each  a  fine  lot  of  fish.  Competitions  have  not 
been  very  successful  this  week  ;  strange  to  say  it  is  not 
often  that  a  good  take  of  fish  is  registered  at  these 
events.  The  Upton-on-Severn  Angling  Club  had  their 
fourth  contest  in  their  club  water,  and  about  2lb.  was 
the  heaviest  catch.  On  Thursday,  Aug.  28,  the 
Malvern  Angling  Society  had  their  annual  outing  at 
the  Rhydd  Court  by  the  kind  invitation  of  Sir  Edmund 
Lechmere,  the  President  of  the  club,  who  honoured 
the  large  party  in  taking  part  in  the  contest,  and  had 
had  the  ground  pegged  out,  trimmed,  and  baited  the 
day  previous.  In  the  contest  for  the  challenge  cup 
(3  hours),  Mr.  J.  Presdee  won  well  with  21b.  l}oz. 
Sir  Edmund  Lachmere  a  good  second,  Mr.  Callins 
third,  Mr.  P.  Powell  fourth,  and  the  hon.  sec.  (Mr. 
L.  P.  Higgs)  fifth.  After  luncheon  the  second  contest 
(go  as  you  please,  instead  of  pegged  down)  commenced, 
and  was  of  two  and  a  half  hours'  duration,  when  Mr. 
L.  P.  Higgs  was  to  the  front  for  greatest  aggregate ; 
Mr.  Badsey  won  the  prize  for  heaviest  catch  of  daoa 
and  roach,  Mr.  A.  Hill  heaviest  catch  of  roaoh,  Mr.  J. 
Deakin  heaviest  catch  of  dace,  Mr.  F.  Powell  ("  RuSs  ") 
and  Mr.  Collins  eels.  The  many  trophies  of  Sii 
Edmund's  sporting  tours  in  Africa,  Egypt,  and  other 
lands  ware  inspected  with  much  interest  by  the 
party,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  him, 
with  cheers,  and  to  Lady  Lechmere  also.  The 
Kempsey  and  Seven  Stoke  Angling  Association  had 
their  first  annual  competition  on  Saturday  last, 
forty-six  competed :  Birmingham,  Worcester,  Mal- 
vern, Pershore,  and  Upton-on-Severn  being  all 
represented  besides  the  local  members. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  principal  match  of  the  City  of  York  Angling 
Club  took  place  at  Aldivark  Bridge,  by  the  permission 
of  Colonel  Hunter,  on  Sept.  1.  A.  Pratt  had  the 
largest  catch  of  fish,  and  special  prizes  were  awarded 
to  him,  and  R.  Eden,  second;  A.  Kent,  third; 
P.  Ross,  fourth ;  E.  Birch,  W.  J.  Smith,  and  A. 
Helstrip.  The  second  match  of  the  York  North- 
Eistern  Angling  Association  took  place  in  pleasant 
weather  at  Wheldrake,  leave  bsing  granted  by 
Mr.  Hicks.  The  catches  were  very  small,  the 
condition  of  the  Derwent  being  unfavourable. 
P.  Ross,  E.  Birch,  and  W.  Carnell  were  first, 
second,  and  third.  The  Georga  the  Fourth  (York) 
Angling  Association  fished  their  last  match  of  the 
season  at  Wheldrake,  when  nineteen  rodmen  turned 
up.  There  was  but  slow  sport  during  the  forenoon, 
but  a  satisfactory  kill  was  recorded  at  the  close. 
About  a  score  of  prize-winners  were  headed  by  W. 
Hudson,  who  took  fish  that  weighed  51b.  2oz.  ;  J. 
Thompson,  with  3lb.  lO.Joz.,  being  second ;  and  A, 
Prankish,  31b.  loz.,  third.  Winners  of  the  first 
aggregate — W.  Hudson,  A.  Prankish,  J.  Thompson. 
Tue  I.N.L.  Working  Men's  Fishing  Club  held  their 
first  yearly  match  at  West  Cottingwith  on  Aug.  30. 
H.  Bearpark  and  0.  S.  Wake  were  the  topweights,  the 
latter  only  being  beaten  by  half  an  ounce.  The 
special  for  the  largest  flounder  went  to  J. 
Walker.  The  outing  proved  very  enjoyable. 
The  season's  competition  of  the  Black  Ox  A.  0.  oame 
off  in  Leeming  Back  a  few  days  ago,  thirty-two 
members  taking  part.  There  are  many  prizes,  for  the 
great  object  is  to  secure  the  silver  cup  which  annually 
goes  to  the  first  prize  winner.  Mr.  J.  Gibson,  of  York, 
has  held  it  for  a  twelvemonth,  but  this  year  Mr.  A. 
Turner  Brown,  of  the  Yorlahire  Herald,  with  41b.  4oz. 
of  fish,  is  the  winner  of  the  trophy,  Mr.  J.  Gibson 
being  seventh  on  the  list  with  13joz.  The  other 
winners  are: — Mr.  G.  Woolford,  lib.  14oz.,  second; 
Mr.  A.  Spence,  third  ;  Mr.  J.  Nicholson,  fourth ;  Mr. 
J.  Mennell,  fifth ;  and  Mr.  E.  Taylor,  sixth.  The  cup 
was  promptly  filled  after  the  weigh  in,  and  on  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  E.  Taylor,  chairman  of  the  club, 
Mr.  Brown's  health  was  drunk. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND, 

Though  the  weather  on  the  whole  has  been  against 
angling,  and  sport  has  been  generally  backward  on  the 
lakes,  on  the  rivers  some  good  sport  has  bjea  had. 
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ANGLERS'   HOTEI-S,   FISHINO   QXJAJRTERS,  <&c. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL,  KILREA,  co.  DERRY. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments, 
accommodation,  and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths  ; 
Billiards  ;  Suites  of  Rooms ;  Vehicles  ;  Boats. 
New  Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers' 
board,  9/-  per  day.— Address,  Miss  McCallum, 
Manageress. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Egrgesford,  North  Devon. 

SHOOTING  and  FISHING  FREE  to 
HOTEL  GUESTS.  Twenty  miles  pre- 
served water — Mid  Taw  and  Little  Dart. 


WILLIAM  LITTLEWORTH,  Proppietop. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CROES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 
Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  )jy  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
river  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgau  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


LAIRG,  N.B. 

SUTHERLAND  ARMS  HOTEL 

Famed  for  its  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Angling 
on  Lochs  Shin,  Fuarloch,  Beannoch  and  various 
other  waters ;  also  Salmon  and  Grilse  on  River 
Shin.  Being  beautifully  situated  amidst  grand 
scenery  at  east  of  Loch  Shin,  it  is  much 
frequented  by  health  and  pleasure  seekers  from 
all  parts.  Postal  and  telegraphic  offices  next 
door.    'Bus  attends  all  trains. 

WM.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


TONCUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandshire,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  McINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surroimded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
Office  and  Resident  Doctor. 


Langholm. 

FISHING    QUAR TERS  : 

ESKDALE  HOTEL 

(Temperance). 
SEND   FOR  TARIFF. 

WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor. 


INNSBRUCK. 

The  lovely  Capital  of  Tyrol.  Ideal  Health 
and  Pleasure  Resort.  Good  Fishing.  Charming 
Excursions.  Delightful  Climate.  English 
Chinch. 

HOTEL  TYROL. 

C.  LANDSEE,  Proprietor. 


LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL 


EXCELLENT  FREE  FISHING. 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Pishing 
on  River  Inver.  Boats.  Experienced 
Gillies.  Fishing  Tackle.  Posting.  Route 
— Rail  to  Invershin,  where  carriage  will 
be  in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inchnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 

Anf^lers  wiahing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fiihing  the  Dove  and  Izaak  Walton  Country 

SHOULD  ADVKUTI8K  IN 

The  Ashbourne  Nevs  &  Do7e  Valley  Record. 

Wanted'  advtl.,  It  uordt,  td. ;  tOwordt,  U.,  iin-iiniil. 
AddrM*:  Newi  Office,  Asbbournr. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London, 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.     En  pension  terms 
only  lOSt  6d.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vymwy,  Oawestry. 


GOOD  LAKE  AND  RIVER 
FISHING 

(Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  Eels) 
at  a  nominal  cost. 

SWAN  HOTEL 

THORNTHWAITE,  KESWICK. 

Three  minutes  from  lake.  Splendidly  Bituated  ; 
one  of  the  finest  views  in  lake  district  from  the 
hotel.  Terms,  6s.  Gd.  per  day,  or  2  guineas  per 
week.   Special  terms  for  flsliermen. 


4^  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


FREE  to  Visitors.  All  netting  stops  for  season  in  August.  September  and 
October  are  the  best  months  for  Salmon  Fishing.  AUsopp's  Burton  Ales  on 
draught  and  in  bottles.    Billiards  and  Posting. 

Inclusive  Terms,  9s.  a  day.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


Swag  HoteljeMJorGeslersliire. 


HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 


FREE 


FISHING  for  Visitors  staying 
Hotel. 


in 


LOCH  KATRINE— STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated  in  the  heart 
of  Rob  Roy's  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Gregor  being  in  close  proximity, 
and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  fishing  is  free  on  loch  Katrine,  loch  Chon,  and 
several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel  ;  excellent  boats  and  experienced  boatmen  are 
kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and  Trossachs 
and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or  by  Aberfoyle 
and  Trossachs  and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and  steamers  by  these 
routes  during  the  season.   Post  and  telegraph  ofBce  in  hotel. 

DONALD  FERGUSON,  Proprietor, 


CULAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat  from 
Glasgow  on  Mondays.  Wires:  "  Culag, 
Lochinver."  John  Mackenzie. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  TAY,  K|LJ.IN,  N.B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges  : 
£1  per  Salmon.  Fishing  opened  15th 
January.  For  Boats,  apply  to  H.  J. 
Maibey,  Killin  Hotel,  Killin,  N.B. 


OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

Via  Lairg,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLER'S  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Ferox.  Fishing  on  lochs  Shin,  Grian,  Merkland, 
and  Gorm.  Also  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing. 
Boats  and  experienced  gillies.   Posting,  &c. 

DUNCAN  MACKAY. 
Total  season  189.5,  sixty  days'  fishing  for  one 
rod,  2,206  fish,  weighing  1,125  lb.    Last  season's 
catch,  over  10,000  fish. 


GRAHAM  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Long:town,  Cumberland. 

First-class  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Every  Comfort.    Charges  Moderate. 

SPLENDID  TROUT  &  SALMON  FISHING-RIVER  tSK. 

Tlic  Proprietor,  liaving  obtained  a  Private 
Streteli  witli  exclusive  riglit  on  bolh  sides,  is 
open  to  Let  a  limited  number  of  Rods  per  Day, 
Week,  Month,  or  otherwise,  to  Anglers  stay- 
ing at  the  Hotel  or  elsewhere.  Particulars 
and  Scale  of  (!liarges  on  application.  A  fair 
number  of  Spring  Salmon  are  generally 
caught,  and  the  Sea  Trout  and  Ilerling 
Fishing  affords  first-rate  sport  in  August. 
September  and  October  are  the  best  Salmon 
mouths. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Proprietor. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINQSBBIDGE,   S.  DEVON, 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance 
8s.  6d.  per  day.  FISHING  for  Pike, 
Perch  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait, 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Pishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor, 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

JBendon,  Middlesex, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
VITelsb  Harp  Station,  Midland 
Sizes  of  Fish 


Pike,  18  Inch. 

Chub,  7  Inch. 

Budd,  6  Inch. 

Tench,  8  inob. 
Bottom  Fishing 
Jack  Fishing 


Bream,  10  Incb. 
Dace,  e  inch. 
Perch,  8  inch. 
Gudgeon,  1  incb. 

per  day  1/0 

  2/6 


THE  CET.KBRATED 

FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Neap  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

OUT  UF  SIGHT  AND  SOI'ND  OF  RAILWAYS 


An  ideal  spot.     Close  to  Hindhead,  with  most 
charming  surroundings. 

Jtoating,  Pitntinff,  and  Snilinff  on  oivn 
J'rivate  Lake   hi   front  of   Hotel  : 
S  niilcK  in  Cirrnmt'erence. 

EXCELLENT  FISHING  on  LAKE  or  STREAM. 

FAMOUS  FOR  AUTUMN  &  W[NTER  PIKE  FISHING. 

About  1000  acres  of  Good  Mixed  Shooting 
available  to  residents. 


Board  and  Residence  from  3  jrs.  per  week 
Inclusive.   Evepythlng  supplied  of  Best 
Possible  Quality.   Moderate  Prices. 

Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses. 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 

T€M-iff  forwitrded  on  application, 

O.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 
Telegramt:  "GriBlths,  Frensliam  Pond,  Surrey." 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Particu- 
lars on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Eabl  of  Cabnarvon 
(rivers  Bxe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITB  HATtT  MOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  CommeTclal  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
in  Hotel  at  58.  per  day.  Billiards ;  Posting ; 
Motor  accoihmodation.  Headquarters  of  C.T.C., 
&c.— Address,  PkopkIETOR. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

B ALU N ROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland — Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  H  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terras 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


LOCHMADDY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  UlSTi 

Best  Fishing  in  Hebrides  for  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Brown  Trout.  Over  SO  lochs, 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Pishing  from 
25th  February  till  end  of  October. 
Excellent  Sea  Pishing.  Boats  on  all 
lochs.  Drawing  and  smoking  rooms. 
Hot,  cold,  and  salt  water  baths.  Posting. 
Daily  mails  via  Oban,  Mallaig,  and  Inver- 
ness. Telegraph  office.  Good  golf  course 
short  drive  from  Hotel. 

D.  MACPADYEN, 


ST.  MAGNUS  HOTEL  AND  FISHINGS, 

HILLSWICK,  SHETUVND. 

Steamers  from  le.ith  and  Aberdeen  to 
Shetland)  Five  Times  Weekly, 

There  are  over  20  fresh  water  lochs  in  the 
district  containing  trout,  and  the  fishing  is  free. 
There  is  also  flue  sea  fishing  within  half-a-niile 
of  the  Hotel,  where  boats  are  jirovided.  The 
scenery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hillswick  is 
considered  to  be  the  finest  in  the  British  IsleSjj 
and  the  climate  is  mild  and  pleasant.  BoanT 
(including  Bedroom)  per  Week,  £3  -is.  Folj 
j)articulars  and  dates  of  SivUing,  apply  to  th^ 
Manager,  North  of  Scotland  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Aberdeen. 


SUTHERLAND  ARMS  HOTEL,j 

Scourie,  via  Lairg-,  N.B. 

tlnely  sitiiated  amidst  romantic  scenery,  and 
close  to  the  famed  Island  of  Ilanda,  the  haunt 
of  myriads  of  sea  birds.  Numerous  excellent 
lochs  and  streams  free  for  all  kinds  of  angling. 
Capital  sea  fishing.  Experienced  gillies.  Daily 
postal  communication.  Attractive  outings  by 
boats  or  conveyances.  Posting. 

Direct  Route  :  Kail  to  Lairg,  thence  mail 
coach  or  hire.  Glasgow  steamers  call  weekly 
at  15adcall,  a  few  miles  off. 

M.  E.  ROSS,  Proprietor. 
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On  Waterville  Lake  the  returns  show  no  change  for 
the  hetter,  though  salmon  and  sea-trout  are  reckoned 
numerous  on  this  water.  The  best  sport  was  had  on 
the  upper  lakes,  but  on  those  waters  sport  has  been 
much  below  the  standard  for  this  time  of  the  year. 
On  the  Kerry  rivers  angling  has  been  slack,  though  on 
a  couple  of  days  fair  or  average  sport  was  had  on  a  few 
of  the  principal  sea-trout  waters.  At  Killarney  matters 
continue  very  backward,  though  there  are  still  hopes 
of  good  sport  being  had  ere  the  season  closes.  The 
Cork  rivers  have  sometimes  fished  fairly  well,  and  on 
the  sea-trout  waters  some  good  takes  were  had  when 
the  conditions  were  favourable.  Salmon  and  sea-trout 
are  reported  to  be  numerous  in  all  the  principal  rivers. 
As  regards  sea  angling  things  have  progressed  well 
along  the  Cork  and  Kerry  coasts.  Pollack  appear  to 
be  very  numerous  everywhere  and  have  been  taking 
well,  especially  in  the  late  evenings.  Bream  and 
mackerel  have  been  got  in  good  numbers  at  many 
stations,  and  some  fine  sport  was  had  at  whiting  at 
several  points.  Weather  now  very  favourable,  and 
prospects  good  all  round. 


ITofes  from  i^c  ^oxlf). 


The  rivers  are  running  too  low  and  clear  for  the 
best  of  sport,  A  spate  just  now  would  set  angling  for 
salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout  agoing  right  merrily,  and 
after  a  week's  bright  weather  would  do  good. 


Before  this  is  in  print  the  King  and  Queen  will 
likely  be  at  Balmoral,  and  the  Deeside  season  in  full 
swing.  Meantime  the  Prince  of  Wales  is  dividing  his 
attention  between  the  moors  and  the  river.  With 
Mr.  Neauman,  Invercauld,  on  the  one  hand,  and  Sir 
Allan  Mackenzie,  Glenmuick,  on  the  other,  he  has  been 
in  no  lack  for  grouse,  while  the  Birkhall  and  Aber- 
geldie  pools  are  full  of  fish  and  in  first-class  ply. 


H.K.H.  the  Duchess  of  Fife  has  been  almost  daily 
on  the  water  since  her  arrival  at  Mar  Lodge  and 
enjoying  good  sport. 

Lady  Bridge  has  begun  well  on  the  Corniehaugh 
Deveron  water,  and  last  week  had  several  salmon  and 
grilse  to  her  own  rod. 


Grilse,  on  which  the  spring  prospects  of  next  season 
so  much  depend,  have  shown  up  abundantly  in  the 
Tay,  Dee,  and  Deveron  districts,  but  on  the  Spey  the 
season  has  been  a  poor  one.  On  the  Beauly  again 
they  are  forward  in  great  force,  along  with  a  sprinkling 
of  sea-trout. 


Mr.  Lumsden,  Kintore,  creeled  a  22Jlb.  autumn 
beauty  on  the  Burgh  waters  last  week.  This  is  his 
third  fish  within  a  week,  two  of  which  fell  to  the  Lady 
Caroline. 


Lord  Kitchener  visited  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of 
Portland  in  Caithness  last  week,  and  enjoyed  some 
grouse  driving  and  salmon  fishing  with  them. 


Mr.  Arthur  Grant,  D.S.O.,  who  has  already  won  his 
spurs  in  the  South  African  War,  came  of  age  last  week, 
and  was  duly  fMrd  on  the  occasion.  Sir  Arthur  Grant, 
Bart.,  his  father,  is  one  of  the  most  liberal  of  sportsmen 
in  the  North.  A  day's  permission  to  angle  his  pre- 
serves is  as  readily  given  as  asked,  and  few  come  empty 
away  from  the  Monymusk  pools. 


"  The  First  "  has  come  and  gone,  but  it  will  be  the 
first  of  October  before  partridge  shooting  will  be  general 
in  the  North,  if  even  then.  Meantime  sportsmen  are 
crowding  on  the  rivers  wherever  they  can  get  a  rod  in. 


After  Oct.  15  angling  foi  brown  trout  in  Scotland 
will  be  illegal,  but  finnock  and  sea-trout  may  still  be 
taken  up  till  the  close  of  the  season,  which  on  the 
bulk  of  Scotch  waters  ends  on  Oct.  31,  Brown  trout 
are  out  of  condition  long  before  then. 

Sfeciai;  Scotch. 


CLOSE  OF  THE  LOCH  LEVEN  SEASON. 


The  season  which  closed  on  Saturday,  Aug.  .30,  has 
been  the  worst  for  twenty-five  years,  caused  during 
the  first  halt  of  the  season  by  unfavourable  weather 
conditions,  and  during  the  latter  half  by  the  American 
weed,  which  has  been  established  in  the  loch  for  six 
years,  discolouring  the  water.  The  total  number  of 
trout  captured  was  775G,  weighing  81521b.  12oz.,  and 
is  rather  less  than  half  the  average  annual  trout 
harvest.  The  fish  were  fully  a  ^Ih.  heavier  than  last 
year,  and  were  the  largest  taken  hero  for  a  quarter  of 
a  century.  Only  half  a  dozen  boats  brought  in  201b. 
of  trout,  the  best  basket  being  got  by  Mr,  Gibson, 
Coatbridge,  on  May  '!,  with  twenty-two  trout,  241b.  Last 
year  fifty-one  boats  returned  with  201b.  baskets,  the  best 
being  one  containing  fifty  trout,  .3Glb.  Fifteen  trout 
were  taken  between  31b.  eni  31b,  12oz.,  the  latter 


fish  being  got  by  Mr.  H,  E.  Harvey,  Tunbridge,  and 
was  the  heaviest  caught  for  four  years.  Thirty-nine 
angling  clubs  competed  and  held  113  competitions,  at 
which  1473  competitors  took  part  and  captured  3117 
trout  (31901b,  12oz.)  or  21b.  2oz.  per  rod,  being  the 
lowest  average  since  187G,  when  it  was  lib.  12^oz. 
The  most  successful  club  was  Glasgow  Buckland, 
which  held  two  competitions  and  had  an  average  of 
lib.  lO.Joz.  per  rod.  The  most  successful  competition 
was  held  by  that  club  on  June  11,  when  seven  members 
captured  with  fly  thirty-two  trout,  371b.  13dz.  The 
heaviest  prize  basket  was  got  by  Mr.  R.  P.  Wilson,  of 
the  Fifeshire  Club,  with  thirteen  trout,  131b,  lOoz, 
The  most  productive  day  during  the  season  was  on 
June  5,  when  twenty-three  boats  brought  in  220  trout 
which  weighed  2161b.  Piise  have  increased  to  an 
extent  hitherto  unknown  here,  and  special  attention 
is  being  given  to  their  destruction  by  the  introduction 
of  drifc  nets  and  trammels  which  have  in  a  short  time 
accounted  for  a  large  number  including  two  of  30^1b, 
and  2'JJlb,  Capital  sport  was  got  by  the  few  anglers 
who  fished  for  pike,  the  largest  taken  with  the  rod 
being  a  little  over  20Ib.  Perch  fishing,  like  that  of 
trout,  was  exceedingly  poor ;  the  best  catch  was  made 
by  Messrs.  Cooke,  Colchester,  on  Aug,  18,  who  with 
four  hand  lines  took  200  in  about  four  hours, 

R.  B.  Laing. 


letters  to  tbe  Ebitot* 

[PFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


"THE  COLLAR  OF  S  S."  I 
Dear  Sie, — Referring  to  your  interesting  "  Occa- 
sional Notes "  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  to  the 
"  Collar  of  S  S,"  perhaps  the  enclosed  extract  from 
Sloane-Evans's  "  Grammar  of  British  Heraldry,"  1854, 
may  interest  you  and  some  of  your  readers. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  letters  should  be  printed 
S  S,  and  not  with  a  fall-stop  between  them,  as  this 
makes  all  the  difference  in  the  meaning  and  description. 

I  hope  to  have  some  grayling  fishing  in  the  dear 
old  Teme  shortly,  and  the  new  flies  by  H,  S.  Rolt  are 
to  be  the  first  on  my  cast, — Yours  faithfully, 

H.  B,  Stable, 

[The  extract  Mr.  Stable  kindly  sends  is  as  follows  : 
"  The  '  Knightly  Ornament  of  the  Golden  Collar  of 
S  S  '  may  and  should  be  worn  or  borne  by  all  Baronets. 
It  consists  of  many  repetitions  of  the  letter  S  linked 
together  alternately  with  jewels,  the  word  sodbeayne 
occurring  in  the  centre  compartment  on  a  circle  which 
surrounds  the  Three  National  Flowers.  This  Collar 
{'  in  silver ')  is  the  peculiar  Badge  of  Members  of 
'The  Esquirage  Nobility.'" — From  "A  Grammar  of 
British  Heraldry,"  by  W.  Sloane  Sloane-Bvans,  K.C.T., 
1854.] 


REPORT  OF  THE  ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON 
OUR  SALMON  FISHERIES. 

.Dear  Sie,— I  have  read  with  great  interest  the 
report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  our  Salmon 
Fisheries  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  their  recom- 
mendations and  findings,  but  to  my  mind  and  experi- 
ence it  can  be  reduced  to  a  very  small  compass.  Give 
the  fish  greater  facilities  to  reach  their  natural  spawn- 
ing beds,  with  greater  protection  while  there  ;  the 
result  will  soan  show  itself  in  the  increased  number 
of  fish  returning  in  the  spring.  With  respect  to  the 
artificial  rearing  of  both  salmon  and  trout,  obtaining 
the  ova,  hatching  and  retaining  them  until  they 
require  food  is  a  comparatively  easy  matter,  but  now 
the  trouble  commences.  Food  they  must  have,  if  they 
are  to  live,  but  where  and  how  it  is  to  bs  obtained  and 
given  to  them  is  the  question.  They  can  be  kept  in 
boxes  and  fed  there,  or  else  turned  adrilt  in  the 
streams  or  ponds,  but  food  they  must  have.  What 
to  give  them  and  how  it  is  to  be  given  is  the  ques- 
tion. The  best  results  I  have  ever  obtained  was 
with  raw  liver  or  beef  and  biscuit  pounded  together. 
Even  then  they  must  be  taught  to  feed.  This  can  be 
done,  but  they  must  be  in  a  suitable  place  in  order 
to  do  so.  The  food  must  be  put  into  a  stream  flowing 
through,  and  past  the  young  fish  ;  this  will  attract 
their  attention,  and  soon  every  particle  that  comes 
near  will  be  examined,  if  it  suits  it  will  be  eaten,  if 
not  it  will  soon  be  discarded  and  dropped  on  the 
bottom  of  either  the  feeding  box  or  the  stream  ;  when 
this  has  been  done,  means  must  be  taken  to  keep 
their  natural  enemies  from  them.  These  consist  of 
ducks,  grebe,  kingfishers,  rats,  eels,  and  herons,  so 
that  they  have  plenty  to  contend  against,  and  often 
accounts  for  the  poor  results  obtained  by  artificial 
hatching  of  any  kind  of  ova. — Yours  truly, 

W.  T.  Silk,  Pisciculturist, 


PATCHES. 

Sir, — Thanks  for  your  note  anent  that  singular 
Sin'X  gigas.  I  have  seen  one  other  specimen,  some 
forty  years  ago.  I  should  say  there  is  also  a  marked 
suggestion  of  the  wasp  about  the  creature  (at  least,  in 
the  colouring),  as  well  as  bluebottle  and  dragon  fly. 


I  wish  Mr.  Step  could  have  seen  his  way  to  tell  us 
something  about  the  creature.  I  should  much 
"  admire  "  its  "  emerging  from  a  floor-beard." 

Is  Mr.  Step  also  quite  sure  that  the  Nore  is  a  beau- 
tiful sdhiioiL  river?  The  river  may  be,  and  probably 
is,  beautiful  enough,  but  I  have  always  heard  that  for 
salmon  angling  it  is  of  little  account, 

"  Max,"  in  a  rccsnt  issue,  has  something  pleasant 
to  say  about  Lake  Leman,  that  water  of  historic 
associations,  and  mentions  Vevey  as  having  nobly 
"sheltered  the  Regicides."  The  italics  arc  mine. 
What  Regicides  ?  My  thirst  for  knowledge  is  insatia- 
ble, and  this,  I  hope,  will  be  sufficient  excuse  for  me. 

The  Baron  writes  wisely  about  landing-nets,  and  I 
trust  his  advocacy  of  larger,  lighter,  opener  nets  will 
lead  to  something  ussful.  I  get  my  nets  made  locally, 
and  they  are  certainly  very  cheap  and  give  great  wear, 
but  the  people  will  not  make  them  deep,  no  matter 
how  I  entreat  or  storm.  At  least  they  will  not  make 
them  deep  enough  to  please  m?,  but  I  have  hopes  of 
better  things  for  next  season,  as  a  new  hand  has 
promised  to  oxrry  out  my  instructicn?  implicitly, 
whatever  they  may  be.  We  shall  sea.  By  the  way, 
the  Bai-on  seems  to  me  to  omit  the  crowning  merit  of 
the  light,  open  net — namely,  its  non-resistance  to  the 
water.  It  sweeps  up  a  fish  like  a  flash.  I  have  had 
to  use  nets  which  occasionally  did  service  fo :  bailing  out 
my  boat,  so  thick  was  the  twine  and  small  the  mesh. 
But  I  am  not  quite  clear  about  one  thing.  Is  there 
not  a  risk  of  a  good  fish  getting  his  head  into  the  wide 
mesh  as  he  is  slipping  into  the  net,  and  m  ly  not  this 
lead  to  mischief?  But  however  this  itay  be,  the 
light,  open,  deep  net  has  obvious  advantages  so  great 
that  its  superiority  admits  of  no  question  whatever. 
Another  point  in  this  connection.  A  critic  says  we 
should  land  (net)  a  fish  by  the  tail  end,  so  that  he  will 
not  see  what  we  are  doing.  I  am  utterly  opposed  to 
this.  If  a  man  were  to  put  a  landing-net  near  the 
tail  of  a  good  trout  of  mine  he  would  hear  about  it 
there  and  then,  or  my  lungs  should  suffer  for  it.  If 
you  touch  his  tail  he's  off  to  a  certainty.  His  tail  is 
his  working,  and  therefore  dangerous,  member,  and 
therefore  keep  it  on  top  and  his  head  under  him  in 
the  net,  or  else  he  will  spring  out  for  a  certainty 
should  he  touch  anything  which  will  give  him 
momentary  purchase.  If  fishing  with  droppers  the 
fish  must  be  played  dead,  practically,  before  the  net  is 
put  near  him,  so  great  is  the  risk.  Hold  his  head  high 
as  you  dare  as  the  almost  horizontal  net  slips  under 
it,  then  let  go  the  fish  and  raise  the  ret  and  he  is 
yours.  For  if  there  is  a  last  kick  in  him,  the  poor 
fool  use?  it,  when  he  feels  liberated,  to  bore  straight 
down  into  the  open  net.  But  half  the  battle,  and 
more,  is,  after  all,  playing  the  fish  out.  But  keep 
wide  of  his  tail;  and,  indeed,  his  tail  is  at  best  the 
most  remote  and  inconvenient  part  cf  him  to  get  at 
when  the  moment  for  landing  arrives. 

Mr,  Goodwin  tells  us  that  at  Killaloe  they  have  "  a 
tremendous  rise  of  sedges  called  by  the  natives  Stone 
Fly  and  May  Fly  respectively,  but  which  is  in  reality 
the  Great  Red  Sedge  "  ;  but  there  seems  to  me  to  be 
a  little  confusion  here,  or  it  may  be  my  stupidity.  I 
have  fished  at  Killaloe  with  their  "  May  Fly,"  which 
certainly  does  come  out  in  myriads  on  summer  even- 
ings ;  but  neither  there  nor  anj  w'aere  else  on  the 
Shannon  have  I  ever  seen  a  rise  of  Stone  Fly  which 
could  for  a  moment  be  considered  "tremendous." 
Indeed,  I  doubt  if  I  have  ever  seen  more  than  two  of 
these  comparatively  rare  and  very  late  insects  on  the 
wing  together.  The  Killaloe  "  May  Fly  "  is  known 
as  the  "Wall  Fly"  at  Athlone  and  elsewhere  on  the 
Shannon.  "  May  Fly  "  is  a  stupid,  misleading  name 
foe  the  insects,  and  seems  peculiar  to  Killaloe.  Is 
"  Stone  Fly  "  also  a  misnomer  at  Killaloe,  and  if  so, 
what  fly  is  really  meant  ?  If  not  is  the  "  Stone  Fly  " 
the  Great  Red  Sedge,  or  is  the  "May  Fly,"  or  both? 
The  cDmmon  or  garden  Stone  Fly  could  never  make 
one's  coat  grey  no  matter  how  they  swarmed  on  it. 
Something  wants  clearing  up  here  to  my  mind. 

Something,  too,  there  is  about  the  details  of  dapping 
which  mystifies  me  a  little,  and  a  reference  to  "  an 
annoyance  which  all  dappers  must  have  experienced  " 
which  I  can  make  nothing  of.  When  the  wind  is  at 
all  fresh  your  flies,  it  appears,  "  have  a  nasty  habit  of 
working  along  the  shank  of  the  hook  and  down  the 
bend,  and  when  this  occurs  they  do  not  stand  up  on 
the  water  like  the  unattached  fly,  but  lay  (sic)  down 
all  in  a  lump,  and  the  wings  get  wet  and  your  ibait 
looks  a  very  unattractive  morsel."  Forty  years  and 
more,  man  and  boy,  have  I  been  a  dapper,  but  never 
before  did  I  hear  cf  this  annoyance.  That  flies 
"  drown  "  quickly  in  hard  weather  we  all  kaow,  but 
to  attribute  this  to  the  poor  impaled  drakes  wriggling 
down  the  hook  licks  all  I  have  ever  come  across  in 
tale  or  story. 

The  flattened  out  drake,  a  la  spent  gnat,  is  the  more 
"  attractive  morsel  "  in  my  opinion,  but  I  can't  stand 
fishing  it.  It  is  such  a  strain  on  the  eyes  to  keep  it  in 
sight,  and  the  boat  will  drift  on  to  it  the  moment  you 
lose  sight  of  it,  for  there  is  nothing  for  the  wind  to 
catch,  no  "  sail  area,"  as  we  may  say  ;  but  your  big, 
lazy  fish  loves  to  roll  up  and  suck  in  the  thing  in 
exlremis,  past  escaping  him— as  the  old  campaigner 
well  knows— by  any  sudden  taking  to  flight  just  as 
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he  yawns  around  him  to  suck  him  down.  But  the 
"  cocked  "  drake  is  after  all  indispensable  to  enable  us 
to  see  what  we  are  doing,  and  that's  an  end  of  it. 
And  it  is  wonderful  how  some  dappers  can  save  their 

fly- 

I  dapped  Derg  with  N.  N.  some  ten  years  ago,  and 
at  the  end  of  a  mile  drift  in  a  storm  that  man's  single 
pair  of  drakes  with  which  he  started  would  still  be 
bolt  upright,  and  yet  not  a  yard  of  water  missed. 
Mine  I  would  have  had  to  change  about  three  times 
within  that  distance  to  enable  me  to  see  them.  And 
I  fished  far  and  away  finer  than  he  did  I  By  the  way, 
Mr.  Goodwin's  method  of  impaling  his  drakes  does 
not  satisfy  me  either.  I  may  be  hypercritical  in  this, 
but  I  can  assure  that  gentleman  I  have  no  wish  to  be 
so.  In  through  one  of  the  brown  spots  on  the  thorax 
near  the  base  of  the  wing  and  out  through  the  other 
put  your  hook  point,  and  do  the  same  with  a  second 
and  third  if  necessary  "ranged  side  by  side."  Sol 
read  Mr.  Goodwin,  and  so  far  quite  hold  with  him ; 
but  he  stops  here  and  proceeds  to  tell  us  how  to  get 
the  flios  out,  etc.  But  under  correction  I  beg  leave  to 
say  they  are  not  on  yet;  they  are  only  half  on.  One 
has  to  seize  the  fly  between  finger  and  thumb  by  the 
two  upright  wings  preparatory  to  impaling  him,  and 
this  being  so  the  hook  can  only  be  put  through  him  in 
one  way.  The  bend  is  convex  to  the  wings,  and  if  we 
let  go  the  fly  and  hook,  the  wings  icill  hang  down. 
This  is  not  the  way  to  drop  the  fly  on  the  water.  I 
submit  something  more  remains  to  be  done.  When 
the  flies  are  neatly  adjusted  in  this  way,  side  by  side, 
press  them  round  together  gently  but  firmly  with  the 
first  finger  against  the  upper  abdomen  until  they 
stand  ttpright  in  the  bend  of  the  hook  with  the  four 
touching  wings  protected  by  the  point  and  barb  of  the 
hook  on  one  side  and  the  shank  on  the  other.  Now 
they  will  drop  on  the  water  on  their  feet.  Thus 
mounted  the  flies  stand  like  a  boot  in  a  stirrup. 
Doubtless  Mr.  Goodwin  meant  all  this,  but  he  cer- 
tainly does  not  say  it.  Incidentally  I  may  mention 
that  I  do  not  myself  mount  my  dap  in  this  way,  but 
that's  nothing  here  or  there. 

From  rod  point  to  "  dap  "  a  straight  line.  This  is 
the  ideal,  but  few  can  attain  to  it.  The  difSculty  is,  the 
first  puff  of  air  will  rise  the  dap,  and  so  water  is  lost. 
The  ideal  can  almost  be  reached  in  a  regular  breeze,  but 
with  gusts  it  is  out  of  the  question.  What  we  should 
try  to  do  is  this.  The  instant  a  gust  reaches  the  fly, 
drop  the  rod  top  sufficient  to  immerse  such  an  amount 
of  collar  as  will  just  counteract  the  force  of  the  gust, 
and  be  a  sufficient  drag  on  the  fly  and  no  more.  In 
this  way  all  the  water  can  be  covered,  or  very  nearly 
so,  and  by  always  keeping  a  little  gut  on  the  water 
behind  the  dap  you  have  something  in  hand  in  case  of 
emergency.  But  a  real  Derg  snorter  makes  tatters  of 
all  precautions. 

You  cannot  strike  top  soon,  and  to  this  rule  there  is 
no  exception  whatever.  What  appear  exceptions  are 
not  really  so.  By  a  rise  I  mean  a  taking  or  feeding 
rise,  and  always  make  sure  that  the  trout  has  got  your 
fly  before  you  strike.  If  he  shies  at  or  misses  you,  and 
you  strike,  all  is  lost.  If  you  remain  steady  he  may 
come  again,  and  more  effectively.  If  you  are  not  to 
strike  the  moment  a  trout  closes  his  mouth  on  your 
fly,  what  are  you  to  wait  for?  Till  he  swallows  it? 
And  where  is  your  dap  when  you  see  the  rise  ? 

I  agree  with  "Dragnet's"  "wise  and  cautious 
gentleman  "  who  shakes  his  head  at  the  grim  humour 
of  the  arsenic  cure.  Had  arsenic  been  "  as  plentiful 
as  blackberries  "  we  should  have  had  an  inquest  or 
two  before  now,  sure  as  eggs  is  eggs,  but  the  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  obtaining  the  remedy  saved  the  situation. 
One  thing  the  eye  of  man  has  never  seen  or  will  see — 
namely,  the  limit  of  human  stupidity,  and  therefore  I, 
too,  in  my  humble  way,  would  counsel  prudence  for 
the  sake  of  the  weaker  brethren. 

I  have  just  read  with  no  little  interest  that  "the 
fishing  in  Loo  Pool  is  reserved  for  my  (Captain  Eogers') 
tenants  and  neighbours,"  and  can  only  express  my 
regret  that  I  did  not  know  this  when  last  in  (Jornwall, 
and  the  Helston  man  who  sold  me  my  trout  licence 
did  not  seem  to  know  it  either,  although  literally  on 
the  spot. 

Re  knots  for  wire,  gimp,  or  the  like.  Don't  do  it. 
Whip  the  fastenings.— Yours  truly,  Mona. 

THE  ALLEGED  "  FAIEY  TALES." 
Sir, — If  one  were  to  listen  to  all  anglers  tell  them, 
probably  the  FisMng  Gazette  would  have  still  more 
"  fairy  tales  of  the  West  Country."  Pact,  however,  is 
sometimes  stronger  than  fiction,  and  it  must  not  be 
surmised,  although  Mr.  Gadsden  has  accused  me  of  a 
too  vigorous  exercise  of  a  perfcrvid  imagination,  that 
my  reports  are  so  unreliable  as  he  wishes  to  make  out. 
Whatever  information  I  send  to  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
I  take  the  trouble  to  verify  from  fishermen  on  the 
river.  Like  other  people  I  might  sometimes  be  sold, 
but  when  I  record  catches,  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, they  are  not  imagined  by  myself,  but 
given  to  me  by  fishermen  whom  I  have  no  reason  to 
disbelieve,  and  fishermen  who,  perhaps,  have  been  on 
the  river  as  many  years  as  Mr.  Gadsden  has  been  on 
days.  Mr.  Gadsden  says  that  no  one  has  landed  a 
ealmon  in  certain  waters  of  the  Dart  since  June  16 


Is  this  perfervid  imagination,  or  is  it  actual  fact? 
For  instance,  is  it  true  that  Captain  Ryan  caught  a 
salmon  on  Wednesday,  June  18  ?  I  actually  saw 
this  fish,  or,  if  not,  I  must  have  been  dreaming. 
Perhaps  Mr.  Gadsden  will  enlighten  your  readers 
whether  he  should  be  included  in  the  category 
of  disappointed  fishermen  or  otherwise,  and  would 
also  tell  us  what  means  he  has  better  than 
"Devonian"  for  knowing  all  that  is  done  at  all 
times  and  in  all  parts  of  the  river  Dart.  The  reference 
which  Mr.  Gadsden  makes  that  Mr.  Distin  "has  not 
been  on  the  water  for  eight  weeks  "  on  certain  dates 
is  perfectly  ridiculous,  as  I  am  assured  by  Mr.  Distin 
that  the  assertion  is  not  "  fact."  One  is  led  to  imagine 
from  Mr.  Gadsden's  long  rigmarole  that  my  reports  of 
the  Dart  are  much  too  inflated.  Surely  he  does  not 
mean  this?  If  Mr.  Gadsden  is  numbered  with  the 
list  of  unsuccessful  fishermen  in  the  lower  waters,  all 
I  can  advise  him  to  do  is  to  try  the  moorland 
tributaries,  and  he  will  find  that,  as  given  in  my 
notes  on  several  occasions,  there  is  a  plentiful  supply. 
I  can  assure  Mr.  Gadsden  that  his  letter  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  has  been  received  with  much 
more  "mild  wonder  and  surprise"  by  anglers  with 
whom  I  am  acquainted  in  this  district  than  the  notes 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  tontribute  weekly  for  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  and  I  can  only  advise  Mr.  Gadsden 
before  rushing  into  print  in  future  to  verify  his  facts 
relative  to  the  catches  made  on  the  river. — Yours 
truly,  "  Devonian." 

Totnes,  Sept.  3. 


HOBNAILS  FOR  BROGUES. 
Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Aug.  0,  page  112,  we 
note  Mr.  Bowie's  letter  in  reference  to  "  Securing 
Hobnails  in  Brogues,"  and  the  plan  he  has  adopted. 
At  the  Great  Fisheries  Exhibition  in  1888  we  exhibited 
brogues  there  with  the  hobnails  secured  in  the  same 


way,  and  also  showed  a  sole  separate  from  the  brogue 
to  illustrate  our  improvement,  which  we  had  then 
used  for  about  two  years.  Kindly  refer  to  page  44  of 
our  1884  catalogue  (wbich  we  enclose)  where  you  will 
find  our  "  Invincible "  brogues  illustrated  and  de- 
scribed. We  also  enclose  you  page  104  of  our  1888 
catalogue,  in  which  you  will  find  a  further  addition  to 


the  improvement,  marked  X.  Our  hobnails  are  net 
pointed  like  Mr.  Bowie's,  but  slightly  tapered  and  fiU 
the  hole  in  the  copper  washer,  which  makes  a  much 
sounder  job  when  riveted  down.  We  are  sending  you 
an  electro  of  brogue  and  sole,  and  shall  be  glad  if  you 
will  use  it.  This  illustration  has  appeared  in  all 
editions  of  our  catalogue  since  1888. — Yours  faithfully, 
Alnwick.  Hardy  Brothers. 

[It  will  be  seen  that  Messrs.  Hardy's  method  of 
1883  is  practically  the  same  as  that  of  Mr.  Bowie's. — 
Ed.] 


PISHING  AT  BEDFORD. 
Dear  Sir, — Fishing  has  gone  to  the  bad  about  here  of 
late  years  owing  to  the  weeding-up  of  the  river.  Bream 
and  chub  are  perhaps  the  best  fish  here ;  roach  are 
mostly  small ;  perch  quite  scarce  to  what  they  used 
to  be  years  ago.  Even  in  winter  spinning  for  jack  is 
now  scarcely  possible,  for  the  weeds  never  die  down 
enough. 

No  doubt  there  are  plenty  of  fish  ;  the  difficulty  is 
to  find  a  place  to  get  a  line  in. — Y'ours  truly, 

Twenty  Years'  Residbnt. 


FISHING  AT  ST.  BRIDE'S  BAY. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  give  me  any 
information  as  to  the  fishing  in  St.  Bride's  Bay?  I 
know  there  are  some  pollack  and  mackerel  to  be  had, 
but  should  like  to  know  what  prospects  there  are  of 
bass,  whether  from  the  shore  or  boats. — Yours  faith- 
fully, W.  E.  G.  Atkinson, 


MINNOW  FISHING  FOR  TROUT. 
Sir,— If  "  Creel  "  would  send  Is.  8d.  to  Mr.  Rowe, 
fishing-tackle  maker,  Barnstaple,  and  state  his  wants, 
he  can  obtain  what  he  asks  for. — Yours  truly, 

  Rusty  Game. 

FISHING  IN  NORTH  WALES. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  any  of  your 
readers  can  give  me  any  information  as  to  the  best 
place  in  North  Wales  to  get  good  salmon  and  trout 
fishing.  I  wish  to  settle  permanently  in  a  pretty 
country  place  where  there  is  bracing  air  and  good 
fibbing  as  above. — Yours  truly,  Welshman. 


LIGHT  RODS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  the  letters  which  have  kept 
appearing  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  from  time  to  time 
on  the  above  subject,  and  feel  I  should  like  to  give 
my  experience  before  the  correspondence  closes.  Being 
a  rod-maker  and  a  fly-fisher,  I  may — without  appearing 
egotistical — be  allowed  to  know  a  little  bit  about  such 
things,  and  will  give  the  result  of  my  experiments  for 
what  they  are  worth.  My  experiments  were  conducted 
with — (1)  split-cane  throughout;  (2)  greenheart 
throughout ;  (3)  whole-cane  butt,  greenheart  top ; 
(4)  greenheart  butt,  split-cane  top  ;  all  in  two  pieces, 
all  fitted  with  solid  cork  handles,  with  red  cedar  for 
reel  fitting,  and  butt  cap,  to  rest  on.  All  the  metal 
used  on  each  rod  is  under  an  ounce,  yet  the  total 
weights  are — (1)  4Joz. ;  (2)  5Joz.  ;  (3)  5oz.  ;  j4}  S^oz. 
These  rods  are  all  fairly  stiff  and  strongly-made  ser- 
viceable weapons — not  toys— and  I  am  sure,  Mr. 
Editor,  you  yourself  could  kill  a  31b.  trout  on  any  of 
them.  They  are  all  Stt.  Oin.  long,  except  (4)  which  is 
9ft.  They  are  longer  than  the  American  2^oz.  rods ; 
but  how  is  it  possible  to  reduce  them  even  to  Soz.  ? 
Where  would  the  reduction  come  from — clearly  not 
out  of  the  metal  parts,  nor  the  handle,  and  if  it  came 
out  of  the  split-cane  or  greenheart  the  rod  is  spoilt 
for  piaotical  purposes.  I  have  satisfied  myself,  and  I 
think  I  can  satisfy  any  reasonable  being  that  if  he 
gets  a  rod  over  8ft.  long  and  2Joz.  weight  he  may  keep 
it  for  a  curiosity,  but  it  will  not  fish. — Yours  truly, 

Peter  Alison. 


Sir, — I  have  been  interested  respecting  these  rods. 
I  first  tested  a  Japanese  rod  of  eight  feet,  and  found, 
with  any  rings  or  ferrules,  the  rod  to  ba  no  use  for 
trout  fly-fishing,  and  it  was  heavier  than  2oz.  This 
was  in  the  presence  of  an  American  fisherman  who 
c^me  over  here  for  the  Coronation.  He  assured  me 
that  his  fishing  with  such  a  rod  was  a  farce,  and 
nothing  that  weighed  less  than  5|oz.  or  6oz.  would  be 
used,  and  he  suggested  to  me  that  some  were  on  the 
track  of  those  people  anxious  to  buy  what  was  new, 
and  they  would  have  to  hang  it  up  and  look  upon  a 
Y''ankee  advertisement  of  no  practical  use. 

Speaking  of  flies,  which  they  sell  at  over  a  dollar  a 
dozen,  he  had  made  arrangements  to  obtain  some  for 
his  friends  in  England.  A  great  fault  he  found  with 
the  flies  was  dyed  hackles  and  the  gut  breaking  at 
the  head.  This  most  fly-tiers  should  be  able  to  over- 
come, as  it  is  no  doubt  one  complaint  we  have  in 
England. — Yours  truly,  "No  American." 

HOW  TO  USE  LUGWORM. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
tell  me  through  your  columns  the  best  way  to  put 
lugworm  on  hook  for  whiting  or  dab  fishing  ? — Yours 
faithfully,  C.  James. 

FISHING  IN  THE  DEE  AT  CHESTER. 
Dear  Sib, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
oblige  by  telling  me  if  angling  in  the  river  Dee  at 
Chester  (or  any  part)  is  free,  or  if  not  what  fee  there 
is  to  pay  ?— Yours  truly,  W.  A.  Croxfohd. 

HOW  TO  BLACK  A  WHITE  WATERPROOF. 
SiK, — Would  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly  give 
me  a  receipt  for  blacking  a  white  waterproof,  and 
oblige  yours  respectfully,  H.  Bennett. 

WHERE  TO  GET  SEA-TROUT  FISHING. 
Dear  Sir, — I  notice  constantly  that  correspondents 
in  your  paper  are  asking  where  to  go  for  fishing.  I 
have  just  returned  from  a  little  place  called  Looh- 
maben,  N.B.,  and  have  had  good  sport  both  in  the 
Annan  and  other  streams  as  well  as  in  the  lochs  with 
the  pike.  Should  any  of  your  correspondents  be  on 
the  look-out  for  a  comfortable  place  with  the  chances 
of  sport  I  can  thoroughly  recommend  them  to  write 
to  the  Proprietress,  Cartiefle,  Lochmaben,  who  takes 
in  paying  guests,  for  her  terms  and  all  information ; 
they  would  not  only  be  most  comfortable  but  repaid 
for  their  trouble  if  they  will  not  mind  spending  a  few 
shillings  on  their  sport  and  subscribe  to  the  best 
water,  which  would  be  three  shillings  a  week  after 
Sept. '  12,  for  which  they  would  get  both  sea-trout 
fishing  and  the  chances  of  salmon.  The  free  water  is, 
of  course,  well  fished  here.  My  wife  and  myself  were 
five  weeks  there  and  regret  our  departure.  A  bicycle 
is  a  good  thing  to  have  to  reach  the  more  distant 
water.— Yours  faithfully,  H.  W.  R. 

(Several  letters  arc  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  ISth,  1902. 


CLOSE  OF  THE  BROWN  TROUT 
SEASON. 


In  a  normal  year  as  regards  weather  conditions 
the  brown  trout  season  would  be  practically  over. 
As  it  is,  it  has  already  practically  ended  on  Loch 
Leven  and  similar  inland  Jakes  and  lochs,  but  in 
other  districts,  and  on  the  higher  reaches  of  most 
rivers  and  streams,  it  goes  merrily  on,  and  will  do 
so  till  the  darkening  days  of  October  sees  the  last 
of  the  summer  and  the  autumn  visitors  depart, 
and  the  native  winds  in  his  reel  and  cast  of  flies 
for  the  last  time.  In  even  the  latest  localities  the 
trout  begin  to  get  gravid,  take  to  the  side  streams 
and  shallows  preparatory  to  spawning,  and  are 
neither  looked  for  nor  cared  for  after  the  September 
floods.  This  year,  however,  the  season  is  much 
behind  the  usual  run  of  things,  the  temperature 
has  been  abnormally  low,  and  as  long  f  s  trout  rise 
freely  to  the  fly  so  long  will  anglers  dally  over 
them  and  continue  to  make  a  basket. 

The  season  all  through  has  been  an  erratic  one, 
too  cold  at  the  best  period  of  the  year — May,  June, 
and  July — but  otherwise  good  when  there  was  any 
chance  of  a  rise.  Contrary  to  general  expectations, 
August  was  a  good  month,  and  the  baskets  that  are 
usually  associated  with  the  leafy  days  of  June  were 
this  year  got  in  the  thick  of  the  grouse  season.  All 
over,  however,  the  season  has  been  a  disappointing 
one  to  many,  and  the  weather,  although  the  main 
factor  at  all  times  for  the  sport  of  the  moment,  is 
not  altogether  responsible  for  the  results  of  the 
season. 

Over-fishing  and  poaching  threaten  to  ruin  the 
once  prolific  brown  trout  fisheries  in  the  north  of 
Scotland,  and  perhaps  at  the  close  of  the  season  it 
may  not  be  out  of  place  to  strongly  emphafcise  this, 
and  if  a  remedy  cannot  be  found  at  least  a  warning 
may  be  given. 

Whenever  a  fishery  is  advertised  there  is  an 
immediate  rush  from  the  south.  By  a  fishery  let 
it  be  understood  a  district  affording  good  trout 
fishing,  comparatively  speaking,  free  or  otherwise, 
let  at  a  reasonable  rental.  The  advertisement  may 
take  the  shape  of  the  usual  hotel  puff  or  the  genuine 
report  of  some  really  good  baskets  made  by  local 
experts  or  others  with  the  knack  of  knowing  how 


to  do  things,  to  strike  the  right  time,  and  to  work 
hard  for  their  sport. 

It  is  the  localities  advertised  by  the  otherwise 
genuine  report  that  I  would  specially  refer.  They 
draw  crowds  in  season  and  out  of  season,  and 
reap  a  prolific  harvest  of  disappointment,  besides 
ruining  the  fishery  for  the  nonce.  Three  years  ago 
we  spent  a  fortnight  in  Banffshire,  "  far  from  the 
madding  crowd,"  where  a  shepherd  and  a  herd  boy 
were  our  only  companions  at  the  solitary  inn, 
which  up  till  then  only  saw  an  occasional  tourist, 
and  never  an  angler  till  the  "  Twelfth "  came 
round.  Brown  trout  were  to  be  had  galore,  and 
as  we  had  no  means  of  sending  them  away  a  251b. 
limit  was  made  and  reached  on  every  alternate  day 
within  a  mile  of  the  inn  door.  It  was  the  month 
of  July,  and  I  now  regret  that  I  did  not  try  to 
make  a  record  then  just  for  the  sake  of  comparison 
now. 

I  spent  another  ten  days  or  so  last  month  at 
the  same  spot.  August  was  chosen  on  account  of 
the  lateness  of  the  season  generally,  but  what  a 
change.  Instead  of  the  shepherd  and  the  herd 
boy,  I  failed  to  get  accommodation  at  the  little 
inn.  In  fact  it  had  been  enlarged  since  my  last 
visit.  Mrs.  Stott  said  how  sorry  she  was,  and 
made  arrangements  at  a  neighbouring  farmer's  for 
my  accommodation,  else  I  would,  like  others  daUy 
at  this  season,  have  been  turned  empty  and 
hungry  away  to  find  quarters  some  eight  or  ten 
miles  off.  But  being  an  old  acquaintance  she  did 
her  best  for  me  with  the  farmer's  wife,  whose 
house  she  had  practically  at  her  disposal  for  extra 
bedroom  accommodation. 

The  miller,  although  admitting  it  brought  money 
into  the  glen,  had  a  woeful  yet  sensible  tale  to  tell. 
Between  over-fishing  and  poaching  the  valley  was 
being  practically  ruined.  From  early  May  (Easter) 
till  late  on  in  September,  English  anglers  were 
coming  in  dozens  weekly,  and  only  a  few  were 
getting  anything  like  sport.  The  fishing  is  prac- 
tically free  for  miles,  and  the  loafers  and  poachers 
from  the  distant  villages  were  doing  for  every  trout 
above  half  a  pound,  while  the  fish  were  frightened 
out  of  their  lairs,  or  lies,  at  all  other  times  by  the 
infinite  and  incessant  number  of  baits  and  flies 
with  which  they  were  continufUy  bombarded.  He 
said  he  counted  as  many  as  twenty  rods  pass  his 
mill  door  in  a  single  day,  and  that  soon  the  once 
prosperous  valley  would  be  a  howling  wilderness — 
to  the  trout  angler. 

Such  is  the  miller's  tale,  which  was  fully 
corroborated  on  the  spot.  And  this  is  only  a 
sample  of  what  is  going  on  all  over  the  north. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Macintosh,  Aberdeen,  has  just 
finished  an  angling  tour  in  Sutherland  and  Ross. 
At  every  hotel  advertising  fishing  he  found  a 
crowd  of  anglers,  but  no  fish.  Unless  the  loch  is 
actually  all  the  bigger  it  gets  fished  out.  The  fish 
may  be  there,  but  they  are  scared  to  death  and 
need  a  rest,  which  they  never  get  in  the  season. 
Sport  on  private  waters  the  reverend  gentleman 
found  in  abundance,  and  as  he  had  a  few  invitations 
for  such,  he  found  it  his  best  policy  to  stick  to 
them.  We  need  not  give  more  instances,  but 
here  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Harry  Duncan,  from  the 
Cabrach,  which  hits  off'  the  situation  to  a  nicety, 
and  which  may  have  a  wholesome  influence  on 
sober-minded  anglers  from  rushing  into  these 
parts. 

Mr.  Duncan,  though  a  retired  citizen  of  Glasgow, 
knows  the  Cabrach  like  a  native.  He  is  indeper  dent 
of  the  world  and  is  a  devotee  of  the  rod.  and  an 
authority  on  most  matters  piscatorial.  He  says  : 
"  There  is  little  fishing  news  to  give  you.  Sires  I 
came  here  only  one  fish,  but  that  is  as  well  as  most. 

A  Mr.  M  has  had  six,  but  all  to  the  worm.  .  .  . 

The  hotel  has  been  very  full  this  season,  but  many 
of  the  fishers  left  disappointed,  few  having  ever 
killed  a  fish.  It  is  not  so  good  as  when  here  last 
I  assure  you,  and  the  river  sadly  wants  rest.  It  is 
about  exhausted,  and  will  take  a  year  or  two  to 
recover.  I  know  I  cannot  get  anything  like  the 
trout  I  used  to  catch,  and  many  a  day  I  get  nothing. 
I  would  not  come  to  the  Cabrach  for  trout  fishing 
if  that  was  all,  and  I  often  wonder  where  the  fishers 
come  from  that  visit  the  hotel,  and  some  of  them 
are  downright  fine  fellows  to  £neet  at  the  water- 
side. Sniggering,  netting,  etc.,  has  been  in  full 
swing  all  the  summer.  I  saw  three  fellows  from 
Huntly  the  other  day  on  the  water-side,  and  before 
they  left  they  managed  to  take  with  them  four  fish 
(salmon) — verily  this  is  a  land  of  poachers  I 

"  Come  up  and  have  a  go  with  the  net,  or  anything 
you  like.    There  is  no  chance  for  a  fair  angler  unless 


the  water  is  in  spate  and  fish  running.  I  will  be 
delighted  to  see  you. — Yours  faithfully,      "  H.  D." 

Is  there  any  wonder  that  Lord  Aberdeen,  Sir 
Arthur  Grant,  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon 
are  gradually  withdrawing  concessions,  that  were 
looked  upon  as  public  rights  a  few  years  ago,  when 
their  kindness  is  thus  abused  ?  Their  tenants  com- 
plain of  wanton  destruction  to  their  standing  com, 
and  their  shooting  tenants  of  intrusion  otherwise, 
and  where  free  waters  were  had  ad  lib,  season 
licences  are  now  being  issued,  not  so  much  for  the 
profit  to  the  estate  office  as  to  restrict  the  hoards 
of  angler.s  that  are  everywhere  in  the  north  just 
now. 

But  our  main  consideration  is  for  the  anglers 
themselves.  If  they  will  rush  helter-skelter  on  to 
every  other  little  spot  that  happens  to  turn  out 
well  on  a  special  occasion,  and  gets  an  honourable 
mention  en  passant  in  an  angling  report,  if  they  do 
not  choose  the  most  suitable  time  of  the  year  for 
their  holiday,  if  they  will  try  and  force  into 
quarters  already  over-crowded,  over  fished,  and 
over-poached,  then  nothing  but  a  crop  of  dis- 
appointments awaits  them,  in  addition  to  a  mis- 
spent holiday.  There  are  still  left  fresh  fields  and 
pastures  new,  where  the  fish  get  a  decent  rest,  and 
where  rampant  poaching  is  unknown,  and  he  who 
would  fill  his  basket  and  enjoy  the  solitude  of  the 
scene  will  easily  find  these  if  he  cares  to  put 
himself  to  the  trouble  or  to  go  a  bit  afield  to  find 
it.    Otherwise,  let  grumbling  cease.  G.  M. 


CLOSE  OF  THE  SOLWAY  SALMON 
FISHINGS. 


The  netting  for  salmon  in  the  Solway,  as  also  in 
the  few  rivers  in  the  South  of  Scotland  where 
netting  is  carried  on,  expired  for  the  season  on 
Tuesday  night  at  midnight. 

The  netting  opened  on  Feb.  25,  and  for  a  fort- 
night prior  to  that  date  the  Solway  rivers  were  ice- 
bound. On  the  opening  day  the  ice  had  broken  up, 
and  heavy  floods  occurred.  The  ice  prevented 
the  tacksmen  making  a  beginning  with  the 
erection  of  their  nets  in  the  Firth,  as  the  ice  would 
have  destroyed  all  the  nets  had  they  been  erected 
at  that  date.  The  few  spring  salmon  that  were 
migrating  at  the  opening  of  the  fishings  had  thus 
a  free  run  to  the  various  rivers  in  the  Firth. 

The  spring  salmon  fishing  could  not  be  classed 
as  a  good  one,  though  a  few  nice  fish  were  taken 
within  a  fortnight  of  the  opening  in  the  stake-nets. 
Sea  trout  were  very  late  in  making  their  appear- 
ance this  year.  The  first  taken  were  towards  the 
end  of  March  and  a  few  were  captured  in  April. 
Towards  the  end  of  May  and  during  the  month  of 
June  the  trout  ran  strongly,  and  the  season,  which 
at  one  time  looked  like  a  failure,  proved  an  excel- 
lent one  and  decidedly  the  best  sea-trout  season 
since  the  year  1896.  The  trout  were  of  exception- 
ally fine  condition  and  commanded  an  experienced 
market. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  run  they  averaged  from 
l^lb.  to  Iflb.  each,  but  as  the  season  advanced 
these  weights  were  about  doubled. 

A  magnificent  specimen  was  taken  in  the 
Newbie  stake-nets  about  a  month  ago  which 
weighed  121b.,  a  weight  that  is  seldom  or  ever 
attained  in  the  Solway.  The  sea-trout  were 
followed  by  the  grilse  and  summer  salmon,  and 
there  was  a  fairly  good  show  on  occasional  daye, 
especially  of  grilse,  though  the  season  all  over  for 
grilse  was  not  an  extra  good  one.  These  fish  were 
of  excellent  condition,  and  high  prices  were  obtained 
by  the  lessees.  Autumn  salmon  made  an  extra  fine 
show  last  week,  but  imtortunately  for  the  owners 
and  lessees  of  the  stake-nets  the  run  did  them  no 
benefit.  On  Wednesday  morning,  Sept.  3,  a 
south-west  gale  occurred,  and  the  wind  blew  with 
such  hurricane  force  that  all,  or  nearly  all,  the 
stake  nets  in  the  Firth  were  levelled  to  the  ground, 
and  losses  to  several  hundreds  of  pounds  were 
done. 

Owing  to  the  netting  season  expiiiog  on  Tuesday 
it  was  impossible  for  the  tacksmen  to  make  any 
attemj)t  at  re-erecting  the  nets,  and  since  the 
storm  bands  of  fishermen  have  been  employed 
daily  between  the  tides  saving  the  nets  from  being 
lost  altogether  by  being  buried  in  the  sands. 

Owing  to  the  plentiful  supplies  of  salmon  during 
the  past  £  ix  weeks  prices  were  unusually  low  for 
the  period  of  the  season,  and  plenty  of  fine 
salmon  were  offered  at  9d.  and  lOd.  per  poimd. 
With  the  closing  of  all  the  salmon  nettings, 
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except  the  Tweed  and  Solway,  prices  rose 
considerably  before  the  close.  Last  week  the 
local  quotations  were  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  5d.  per  lb.,  the 
latter  price  being  for  grilse  which  were  in  better 
demand  than  the  large  salmon,  and  had  a  brisker 
trade. 

The  average  weight  of  the  Solway  salmon  during 
the  past  week  would  average  fully  201b. 

The  heaviest  of  the  season  was  captured  in  the 
haaf-nets  and  weighed  444lb.  Other  fish  of  SSJlb., 
861b.,  341b.,  etc.,  were  taken  recently. 

Taken  all  round  the  season  for  this  Firth  was  the 
best  for  some  years. 

In  consequence  of  the  disaster  to  the  fixed  stake- 
nets,  the  poke  netters  (a  poorer  class  of  fishermen) 
reaped  a  rich  harvest  of  splendid  salmon.  The 
back  end  season  for  the  rods  looks  fairly  promising, 
and  fish  were  noticed  pushing  over  the  weirs  last 
week  in  the  floods  that  occurred  in  all  the  rivers. 

Wm.  Wright. 


AFTEK  THE  BEE  AM. 


There  is  the  longing  of  an  actor  for  applause,  a 
cat  for  cream,  a  spinster  for  a  spouse,  but  they  are 
all  trifling  compared  with  the  longing  of  a  fisherman 
for  fish  when  he  has  experienced  a  run  of  "  blanks." 
I  had  recently  upon  every  available  opportunity 
been  striving  to  catch  some  of  the  huge  barbel  and 
bream  which  inhabit  certain  private  water  on  that 
erstwhile  river,  the  Lea.  The  beggars  were  there 
in  plenty,  of  that  there  was  no  doubt.  When  the 
sun  shone — as  it  has  done  occasionally  this  summer 
— the  shadowy  forms  of  great  bream,  and  barbel 
well  into  the  teens,  could  be  seen  in  the  sluggish 
depths,  but  they  proved  absolutely  unresponsive  to 
even  the  most  delicate  advances.  After  days  spent 
in  watching  the  immovable  float,  and  hours  spent 
in  the  gloaming  holding  the  ledger  rod  until  it 
seemed  almost  grown  to  the  hand,  I  began  to  feel 
a  longing  to  catch  something.  This  longing  grew 
more  and  more  insistent,  until  at  last  it  fairly 
drove  me  to  seek  satisfaction  amongst  less  classy 
but  more  easily  lured  prey.  The  result  was  that, 
having  persuaded  a  friend  to  accompany  me,  I 
started  for  a  three-day  expedition  to  Reedham, 
situated  on  Norfolk's  best  river,  the  Yare.  To 
make  success  more  probable  we  engaged  Kemp, 
the  Norwich  professional  fisherman,  and  a  real 
good  man  he  is.  He  wrote  that  he  should 
expect  us  to  be  ready  at  3  a.m.  At  any  rate, 
this  showed  willing,  although  personally  I 
have  never  been  able  to  see  the  fascinations 
of  rising  at  unearthly  hours,  and  I  think  that  if 
the  early  bird  does  get  the  worm  he  certainly 
deserves  it  and  more.  I  have  never  yet,  after 
rising  very  early,  met  with  what  I  considered 
adequate  reward  in  the  way  of  .  fishy  spoil,  so  am, 
perhaps,  prejudiced. 

Of  course  our  first  inquiries  addressed  to  the 
landlord  on  at  last  reaching  Reedham  were  as  to 
the  probability  of  sport.  His  verdict  was  prompt 
and  decided.  You  never  know  your  luck,  but, 
without  exception,  the  worst  season  for  twenty 
years.  He  thought  that  nothing  else  could  be 
expected  when  the  so-called  summer  had  averaged 
worse  weather  than  December  often  gives.  In 
reply  to  a  question  as  to  whether  a  "  salt  tide  "  was 
likely  to  mar  our  chances,  he  told  us  that  the  fish 
there  were  "  accoomulated  "  with  the  salt, "  in  fact, 
accliminised  to  it,"  and  it  had  very  little  effect 
unless  exceptionally  strong. 

To  bed — to  sleep,  perchance.  Bang !  bang ! 
bang  1 

"  All  right." 

"  Half-past  two,  sir." 

Oh  I   well,  just  another  five  minutes.     Bang  I 
bang  1  bang  !  bang  I 
"All  right." 

"  Yes,  that's  all  very  fine ;  but  are  you  got  out 
o'  bed  yet?  " 

"  Oh  1 — er — thanks,  yes."  And  with  one  mighty 
efibrt,  eminently  illustrative  of  the  triumph  of 
mind  over  matter,  we  make  our  assertion  true  in 
deed  as  well  as  word.  When  we  get  downstairs, 
early  as  it  is,  Kemp  is  there  ready  and  waiting. 

"  Everything  ready,  Kemp  ?  " 

"  Yes,  sir,  everything — ground-bait  made  up  and 
Home  nice  dry  sacks  for  you  to  sit  on — all  ready  to 
start." 

A  couple  of  biscuits  hastily  munched,  a  drop 
of  milk  with  just  a  little  something  added  for 
our  stomachs'  sake  and  to  keep  out  the  cold,  and 
we    sally  out    into    the    morning   air.  What 


a  morning  I  A  thick  white  mist  shrouds  the 
banks,  and  wreaths  and  curls  still  thicker  over  the 
dirty-looking  river,  depositing  as  much  penetrative 
dampness  upon  one  in  five  minutes  as  does  a 
respectable  thunderstorm.  However,  it  is  all  in 
the  day's  work,  and  soon  we  are  aboard,  and  the 
tubby  old  boat  is  being  urged  rapidly  up  with  the 
tide  by  Kemp's  powerful  strokes.  Before  I  have 
been  in  the  boat  five  minutes  I  experience  that 
strange  eerie  feeling  of  having  done  it  all  before, 
although  I  have  never  previously  fished  the  place. 
Strange  1  AVhat  can  it  be,  I  wonder,  that  causes 
this  feeling  of  absolute  familiarity  with  my  sur- 
roundings? Suddenly,  in  a  flash,  I  realise  the 
cause — it  is  the  smell  1  The  smell  inseparable 
from  a  Norfolk  fishing  boat :  it  is  the  combined 


result  of  the  mixed  exhalations  from  the  bilge- 
water  beneath  the  bottom  boards,  the  defunct 
worms  therein,  and  the  dried  slime  resulting  from 
many  a  successful  day  among  the  bream.  It  is  a 
smell  that  once  smelt  can  never  be  forgotten.  It 
varies  directly  as  the  heat  of  the  day,  and  on  many 
a  hot  and  Ashless  day  on  the  Broads  it  has  been 
an  ever  present  and  persistent  reminder  to  me  that 
it  was  possible  to  catch  fish  ;  it  is,  I  believe,  abso- 
lutely sui  generis.  I  call  it  "Norfolk  bouquet." 
Gradually  it  forces  itself  upon  my  friend's  attention, 
and  he,  not  being  "  accliminised  "  to  it,  fails  to 
locate  it.    Presently  he  asks  : 

"Is  it  fish  manure  they  use  on  the  fields?" 
pointing  to  the  windward  shore. 

"  That's  the  road,  and  beyond  is  only  marsh  or 
pasturage.    There's  no  manure." 


At  that  moment  the  square  brick  chimney  shaft 
and  squat  black  building  of  a  steam  pumping  station 
loomed  hazily  through  the  mist.  My  friend  gave  a 
pleased  exclamation,  like  one  who  has  at  last 
succeeded  in  a  quest,  and  said  :  "  The  sewage  works 
here  are  either  on  the  aerobic  principle  or  else  the 
eftluent  is  very  impure." 

"  Good  gracious  me  1  there  is  nothing  here  so 
civilised  as  drains,  let  alone  the  treatment  of 
sewage." 

"  Surely  it  is  too  out  of  the  way  for  an  oilcloth 
factory ;  what  is  that  building  ?  " 

"  Only  a  pumping  station  for  getting  the  water 
out  of  the  low-lying  lands  'and  up  into  the  main 
river.  What  on  earth  made  you  think  it  was  either 
a  sewage  farm  or  an  oilcloth  factory  ?  " 

"  Well,  for  some  time  I've  noticed  a  most  horrible 


smell,  and  when  you  said  there  was  no  manure,  I 
thought  " 

Then  I  enlightened  him  as  to  the  "  Norfolk 
bouquet,"  and  he  expressed  the  opinion  that  he 
certainly  could  not  stand  a  day  of  it,  but  in  a  few 
hours  its  beauties  had  grown  on  him ;  it  is  wonderful 
what  one  can  get  used  to.  There  is  an  old  tale, 
which  is  of  course  true,  of  two  sewermen  passing 
along  Fleet-street.  Suddenly,  one  of  the  twain — a 
big  burly  fellow  about  six  feet  by  two — staggered 
and  subsided  in  a  dead  faint  upon  the  pavement. 
A  crowd,  and  eventually  the  inevitable  "  bobby," 
got  round  all  tendering  advice,  but  the  live  sewerman 
waved  them  aside  and  hastily  dragged  bis  pal  so 
that  his  head  hung  face  downwards  over  a  street 
gully.  After  a  second  or  two  the  swooning  man 
gave  a  gasp,  and  then  with  a  sniff  of  appreciation 
remarked,  "  That's  better  "  ;  then  feebly  pointing  an 
accusing  finger  at  a  flower  seller  he  said,  "  Bill,  it 
was  them  narsty  stinking  wilets  wot  done  it."  And 
it  is  just  so  with  anyone  who  has  fished  much  in 
Norfolk — the  smell  of  the  paint  and  varnish  of  a 
nasty  clean  boat  would  seem  out  of  place. 

"  Will  you  stick  that  pole  in  when  I  tell  you, 
sir  ?  "  and  presently,  "  Now."  Jab  !  down  goes 
the  pole  into  three  feet  of  ooze,  and  we  are  fixed 
up  for  our  first  try.  Kemp  carefully  tests  the  rate 
of  the  tide  by  dropping  small  pellets  of  paste  over 
the  boat's  side,  and  then  pitches  in  the  ground-bait 
so  that  we  can  fish  right  under  the  rod  point,  with 
the  line  taut  and  straight,  and  not  sagged,  as  it  is 
bound  to  be  if  the  lead  rests  out  beyond  the  rod. 
He  fixes  up  the  neatest  type  of  two-hooked  ledger 
that  I  have  seen — to  me  quite  novel  in  construction. 

"  What  bait  do  you  uae,  Kemp  ?  " 

"  Mostly  paste  and  gentles,  sir." 

"  How  about  worms ;  do  the  eels  worry  too 
much  ?  " 

"  It  isn't  that,  sir ;  but  the  bream  here  rarely 
take  worms  well,  though  I  did  get  a  take  of  seven 
stone  last  season  all  on  marsh  worms." 

The  casual  way  they  talk  about  takes  of  fish  by 
the  stone — and  14lb.  to  it,  too — almost  takes  away 
one's  breath,  a  result  which  pleases  my  friend. 

"  Now,  sir,  if  you'll  excuse  me,  I'll  just  show 
you  how  we  ledger  here,"  Kemp  says,  and 
taking  the  rod  carefully  "gets  the  depth"  by 
lowering  the  heavy  bullet  as  a  plummet.  Then 
he  reels  the  line  up  until  tbe  length  from 
bullet  to  rod  point  is  barely  three  or  four  inches 
more  than  the  depth.  iThe  angler  sits  astraddle 
the  thwart  and  rests  the  rod  lightly  on  the 
gunwale,  with  the  butt  in  his  groin  and  the  point 
down  almost  to  the  water.  With  the  rod  in  this 
position,  the  slightest  touch  can  be  seen  most 
distinctly,  thus  aiding  the  feel  in  determining  the 
time  to  strike.  The  round  bullet  swings  straight 
down  stream  from  the  rod  point,  and  the  lump  of 
ground-bait,  or  "  decoy  ibird "  as  they  call  it, 
nipped  round  a  shot  between  the  two  hooks,  is 
unerringly  deposited  on  the  same  spot  every  time. 

One  hook  is  baited  with  white  paste,  the  other 
with  gentles,  and  then  the  banquet  being  spread 
there  is  nothing  to  do  but  to  await  the  advent  of 
the  guests. 

The  sun  is  now  showing  like  a  red  ball  through 
the  mist,  which  begins  to  break  in  swirls  and 
wreaths.  Swiftly  the  warming  rays  suck  up  the 
chill,  ague-laden  damp,  until  within  a  few  short 
minutes  Old  Sol  is  shining  in  a  cloudless  azure 
dome.  A  gentle  breeze  comes  rustling  through 
the  reeds  and  wafts  aside  the  "  Norfolk  bouquet," 
and  as  I  inhale  the  cool  fresh  morning  air,  and  the 
aroma  of  the  first  cigarette  of  the  day,  I  feel  that 
early  rising  has  its  compensations  after  all.  Even 
the  fish  seem  to  appreciate  the  cheering  change, 
and  there  is  a  sharp  jig-jig-jig  at  the  rod  top. 

"  Only  a  little  roach,  sir." 

For  a  time  the  little  beggars  keep  hard  at  it, 
and  striking  when  they  become  too  persistent  we 
get  a  fair  number,  but  none  over  about  halt  a 
pound.  After  a  time  their  jigging  ceases,  and 
presently  the  rod  top  is  gently,  almost  im- 
perceptibly, drawn  downwards. 

"  Bream,"  says  Kemp  shortly.  Another  gentle 
but  more  prolonged  draw — the  rod  point  is  smartly 
raised — tang!  "Got  him,"  and  an  apparently 
heavy  fish  is  boring  and  tugging  in  the  strong 
stream.  After  a  few  minutes'  sharp  play  on  the 
fine  tackle  we  get  a  sight,  not  of  a  big  fish,  but  two 
of  medium  size,  and  they  are  both  safely  netted. 
A  real  good  start.  For  about  an  hour  draws  are 
frequent  and  the  sport  really  enjoyable ;  then  quite 
suddenly  the  little  jig-jigging  roach  bites  commence 
again,  and  the  bream  have  finished — for  that  tide, 
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anyhow.    "We  begin  to  think  it  quite  time  that  we 
bite,  and  the  breakfast  is  eagerly  awaited.  It 
comes  at  last — ^all  hot — a  large  can  of  tea,  fried  i 
eggs    and    bacon    topped    by    freshly   gathered  | 
"  mushejrooms."    When  we  have  done  full  justice  ] 
to  it  on  the  lee  side  of  the  high  river  bank  we  find  ! 
it  a  hard  job  to  keep  our  eyes  open,  but  Kemp, 
who  seems  able  to  do  without  sleej^  is  inexorable, 
and  we  embark  again  and  shift  further  up  the 
river.    For  the  rest  of  the  morning  we  do  little 
except  with  small  roach  and  bream,  but  after  a 
return  for  midday  dinner  and  a  good  long  rest  we 
manage  to  get  a  few  more  decent  bream  in  the 
evening.   The  second  and  third  days  are  practically 
a  repetition  of  the  first,  except  that  we  get  the  bulk 
of  our  fish  between  nine  and  twelve,  and  that 
the  weather  is  sunless,  cold,  and  gusty.    I  think 
there  is  no  place  where  fine  weather  is  more 
desirable  than  in  this  flat  fen  country.     It  is  ; 
said  to  possess  a  beauty  of  its  own,  but  I  must  { 
confess  that  it  is  of  a  style  which  does  not  i 
appeal  to  me.    With  a  clear  blue  sky  and  a  bright 
sun  to  touch  the  red-tiled  homesteads  and  sombre 
black  pumping-mills  into  relief  against  the  watery 
greenness  of  the  flat,  treeless  landscape,  it  is  pass- 
able, but  with  a  leaden  sky  and  a  howling  wind 
laying  the  reeds  flat  I  know  no  more  cheerless 
angling  district.     However,   "  handsome  is  as 
handsome  does."    The  sport  obtainable  and  the 
teeming  life,  both  fish  and  bird,  serve  as  compensa- 
tion for  the  monotonous  scenery. 

There  is  something  at  least  that  one  cannot 
but  admire — the  Norfolk  wherry  and  its  crew. 
Time  after  time  these  great  sailing-barges  come 


FLY-FISHING    FOR  SALMON 
STEENUOUS  SPOET. 


The  gamy  qualities  of  the  lordly  Salmo  solar, 
the  character  of  the  waters  wherein  it  must  be 
lured  and  fought — as  a  rule — by  the  fly-fisher,  and 
the  weight  of  the  rod  that  is  wielded,  form  a  com- 
bination that  can  be  overcome  only  by  dexterity 
and  patience,  in  many  instances  by  agility  and 
endurance  during  a  physical  strain  that  may  be 
prolonged  an  hour  or  more,  the  length  of  time 
depending  somewhat  upon  the  environment  and 
the  weight  of  the  fish.  Fly-fishing  for  salmon 
most  aptly  may  be  termed  strenuous  piscatorial 
sport — a  type  of  angling  not  to  be  essayed  lightly 
by  a  weakling,  or,  perhaps,  by  one  whose  muscles 
of  arms,  body,  and  legs  have  not  been  more  or  less 
hardened  by  exercise. 

It  will  be  conceded  that  the  leaping  tuna  or  the 
black  sea  bass  of  the  Santa  Catalina  Island  waters 
are  heavier  and  sometimes  fight  longer  than  the 
salmon,  taxing  to  the  utmost  the  endurance,  skill, 
and  strength  of  the  resourceful  angler,  but  the 
en\'ironment  is  vastly  different.  The  former  fishes 
are  angled  for  and  fought  always  from  a  boat,  are 
played  in  open  water  where  the  angler  has  nearly 
or  quite  equal  chances  with  the  fish  shall  he  be 
sufficiently  dexterous  to  hold  fast  to  his  fish ;  and 
the  fact  that  the  fishing  is  done  from  a  boat, 
handled  by  a  guide  who  is  skilled  in  the  sport  and 
the  use  of  the  oars,  undoubtedly  ofttimes  relieves  a 
strain  on  the  rod  and  line  that  otherwise  would 
prove  fatal  to  the  angler's  ambition— to  bring  his 
fish  to  the  gaff. 


extended  limbs  of  trees  ;  he  must  watch  the  down- 
ward flight  of  the  fish,  and,  whenever  necessary, 
lift  his  line  over  jagged  rocks  protruding  from  the 
river  bed,  or  perchance  from  ledges  along  the 
shores,  that  would  sever  the  silken  cord  as  if  it 
had  been  brought  in  contact  with  a  buzz  saw. 
And  this  sort  of  game  must  be  followed,  snubbing 
or  holding  the  fish,  should  a  chance  offer,  even 
straining  the  tackle  close  to  the  breaking  point,  to 
tire  the  gamy  quarry  so  much  as  possible,  until, 
after  the  lapse  of  an  hour,  perhaps,  the  angler 
reaches  the  foot  of  the  raceway  with  his  fish  still 
fast  but  exhausted  to  a  degree  that  will  permit  of 
its  being  reeled  on  its  silvery  side  into  the  shoal 
water,  there  to  be  gaffed  by  the  expert  guide  and 
safely  landed. 

Surely  this  is  strenuous  piscatorial  sport !  And 
the  rodster  who  shall  successfully  play  and  hold 
fast  his  salmon  of  goodly  size  during  such  an 
ordeal,  and  shall  land  the  fish  finally,  will  so 
find  it. 

•  Under  these  conditions  the  salmon  angler  must 
possess  the  agility  of  an  acrobat,  his  muscles 
should  be  as  hard  and  pliable  as  those  of  a  well- 
trained  athlete,  he  must  have  an  eye  as  keen  as 
that  of  a  hawk,  and  he  must  be  able  to  bring  to 
bear  all  the  angling  science  so  generally  accredited 
to  the  venerated  Izaak  Walton,  the  patron  saint  of 
all  latter-day  anglers.  Even  the  exercise  of  all 
these  qualifications  will  not  prevent  the  partici- 
pant— the  one  at  the  butt  of  the  rod — emerging 
from  the  affray  in  a  condition  of  exhaustion  almost 
as  complete  as  that  of  his  finny  antagonist  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  gut  leader.   And,  perhaps,  despite 
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sweeping  along,  closer  and  closer,  until  it  seems  as  ; 
though  they  must  be  on  to  you,  but  however  near 

I  they  come  they  are  so  deftly  handled  that  they  J 
'  do  not  touch  you,  although  often  they  rush  past 
literally  within  inches.  If  you  are  moored  rather 
further  out  than  you  should  be,  there  will  be  a  few 
words  of  protest  from  the  steersman,  but  always 
spoken  with  politeness. 

I  have  seen  some  heavy  ground-baiting  for 
bream  at  times,  but  never  anything  like  we  saw 
two  anglers  (?)  do  here.  They  had  a  sack  full  of,  | 
apparently,  grains;  these  they- turned  on  to  the 
bottom  of  the  boat,  and  with  a  spade  mixed  them 
with  clay — turning  the  mass  as  a  heap  of  mortar  is 
turned.  Spadeful  by  spadeful  the  whole  lot  was 
pitched  into  one  swim,  and  then  they  at  once 
started  fishing  it.  We  closed  our  foray  with  regret. 
True,  owe  takes  had  been  small,  as  Norfolk  takes 
go— about  thirty  to  forty  pounds  a  day  to  the  two  j 
rods,  and  of  these  only  about  half  large  enough  to 
meet  our  ideas  of  what  constitutes  a  retainable 
fish,  and  our  best  fish  did  not  scale  41b.,  though 
Bome  got  well  over  the  31b. — but  they  had  proved 
very  sporting  (I  think  that  if  those  who  say  bream 
do  not  fight  had  a  couple  of  3lb.  Yare  bream  on 
fine  tackle  in  a  strong  tide  they  would  admit  that 
there  are  exceptions),  and  we  had  actually  done 
what  we  intended  to  do — gone  fishing  and  caught 

■  fish.  G.  Westeup. 


I  To  Flt  DRB98ER8,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready 
price  2i.  net,  or  post  free  for  2».  2d.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Files  for  Dry  and  Wet  Hy 

'   Fl«hin({  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  II.  0.  McClelland, 

I    "  Atheninn"  <>t  Ute  fithing  UatelU.    With  elKhty  illustrations. 

I  This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-Ui-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
port  free,  by  sending  Zt.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co., 
bL  Donstan'i  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


The  salmon  must  be  sought  always  in  an 
environment  vastly  different,  and  must  be  fought 
to  a  finish  under  far  more  difficult  conditions.  The 
rugged  streams  in  which,  on  the  Atlantic  Coast  of 
North  America,  the  fly-fisher  for  the  Salmo  salar 
must  seek  his  sport  are  usually  a  succession  of 
cascades,  pools,  and  rocky  rapids  through  which 
the  salmon  ascend,  intent  upon  reaching  the 
spawning  grounds  on  the  headwaters  that  the 
instinct  of  procreation  impels  them  toward.  On 
many  pools  of  salmon  streams  the  angler  casts  his 
fly  from  a  canoe.  At  the  lower  end  of  the  pool  a 
rocky  rapid  may  commence  that  cannot  be  run  in 
a  canoe.  When  a  lusty,  plump,  and  shapely  fish, 
a  twenty-pounder,  perhaps,  fresh-run  from  the  sea, 
has  been  risen  and  fastened,  after  he  has  recovered 
from  his  astonishment  at  the  prick  of  the  steel,  his 
dash  may  be  downstream,  through  the  rapid,  with 
an  impetuosity  that  neither  skill  on  the  part  of  the 
angler  nor  the  best  of  tackle  would  avail  to  check. 
Supposing  the  salmon  has  made  a  break  of  that 
kind,  and,  despite  the  efforts  of  the  angler  to  snub 
or  turn  him  before  the  head  of  the  rapid  has  been 
reached,  has  succeeded  in  his  attempt  and  has 
begun  his  mad  rush  through  the  waters  boiling 
downstream  between  and  around  projecting  rocks, 
the  rodster  must  give  line  fast  enough  to  save  his 
tackle  and  yet  hold  fast  his  fish  ;  landed  as  speedily 
as  possible  by  the  guide,  the  angler  has  no  alter- 
native save  to  also  plunge  downstream  after  the 
fish,  along  the  bank,  where  he  may,  through  the 
water  where  he  must,  sliding,  stumbling,  perchance  j 
falling  over  slippery  rocks  into  water  that  may  be 
hip-deep.  He  must  hold  his  rod  well  up  and  not 
permit  the  fish  to  gain  slack  on  the  line,  must  I 
keep  his  rod  and  line  from  contact  with  possible  ' 


every  effort  on  the  part  of  the  angler,  maybe  through 
an  unfortunate  slip  or  fall,  the  fish  may  have 
departed  for  "  pastures  new,"  with  a  portion  of  the 
severed  leader  trailing  from  its  mouth,  just  as  the 
wearied  angler  had  begxm  to  think  the  prolonged 
struggle  soon  would  terminate  in  his  favour. 

However,  not  always  will  the  fly-caster  for 
salmon  be  compelled  to  so  exert  himself  to  save 
his  tackle  and  land  his  fish.  He  may  be  so 
fortunate  as  to  be  fishing  in  a  pool  of  compara- 
tively still  water,  on  a  river  with  a  placid  current, 
where  he  may  rise,  fasten  and  play  his  fish  and 
bring  it  safely  to  the  gaff  without  being  treated  to 
any  such  acrobatic  displays  on  the  part  of  the  fish, 
or  be  compelled  to  put  forth  a  tithe  of  the  exertion 
required  on  the  more  rapid  stream.  On  such  a 
placid  river  the  tactics  of  the  salmon  usually  are 
much  less  aggressive  and  vigorous  when  hooked 
than  are  those  of  his  fellows  in  swifter  water,  at 
least  that  is  the  testimony  of  experienced  salmon 
anglers. 

Fly-fishing  for  salmon  on  the  streams  of  Northern 
America  may  be  designated^also  an  exclusive  sport, 
for  reasons  given  herewith.  The  American  waters 
in  which  the  Salmo  salar  rises  to  the  artificial  fly 
are  located  mostly  in  the  north-eastern  provinces 
of  the  Dominion  of  Canada — Quebec,  New  Bruns- 
wick, Nova  Scotia,  Labrador,  etc. — and  the  fishing 
privileges  are  controlled  usually  by  individual 
owners  of  riparian  rights  or  by  the  provincial 
government,  who  lease  fishing  rights  under  the 
existing  fish  laws  to  anglers  who  may  be  ambitious 
to  enjoy  with  their  friends  the  sport  of  rising, 
hooking,  and  playing  this  prince  of  the  Salmonido', 
The  cost  of  a  lease  depends  largely  upon  the 
quality  of  sport  to  be  found  and  the  extent  of  the 
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stretch  lease!.  At  a  sale  by  public  auction  of 
fishing  privileges  in  New  IJruaswick,  held  at 
Fredericton,  on  Feb.  27,  five-year  leases  of  salmon 
fishing  rights  were  oflerei,  and  the  minimum 
prices  for  these  ranged  from  fifty  dollars  to 
$1500  per  annum.  From  these  figures  it  will  be 
seen  that  an  angler  who  might  succeed  ia  obtaining 
a  five-year  lease  of  the  fishing  privileges  of  a  stretch 
on  one  of  the  mo^t  desirable  rivers  of  New  Bfuns- 
wick  must  pay  $7500  for  that  right — 3ven  should 
he  prove  so  fortunate  as  to  encounter  no  opponent 
in  the  bidding  and  be  able  to  obtain  his  coveted 
location  at  the  lowest  price  set  by  the  provincial 
authorities.  It  has  been  recorded  that  tbe  shares 
in  one  of  the  most  arhtocratic  fishing  clubs  in  the 
world,  a  club  that  controls  a  magnificent  preserve 
on  one  of  the  most  famous  of  Canadian  salmon 
streams  and  whoie  waters  have  been  fished  by 
many  of  England's  nobility,  were  worth  $i500 
each  many  years  ago. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  the  above  figures 
represent  only  what  may  be  termed  the  initial  cost 
of  the  right  to  fish  for  salmon  in  Canadian  waters, 
the  pertinence  of  the  designation  "  exclusive  sport  " 
must  be  appreciated.  The  fly-caster  who  would 
gratify  himself  by  having  sport  with  the  Sahno 
solar  on  the  only  streams  of  North  America  wherein 
any  satisfactory  amount  of  fly-fishing  may  be  found, 
must  be  able  to  spare  at  least  several  weeks'  time 
and  expend  a  goodly  sum  of  money,  even  granting 
he  shall  be  so  favoured  as  to  receive  an  invitation 
from  a  friend  to  fish  at  the  latter's  preserve,  or 
could  locate  some  stretch  of  open  fishing  water. 

The  angler  who  would  lure  by  the  use  of  the 
artificial  fly  the  athletic  and  gamy  Atlantic  salmon, 
fresh-run  from  the  sea,  with  its  well-rounded  body 
clad  in  a  mail  of  glistening  scales  of  blue  and 
silver,  from  the  depths  of  some  chosen  stream,  and 
would  revel  in  the  excitement  of  the  struggle 
following  the  fastening  of  a  twenty-pounder, 
must  be  the  possessor  of  an  expensive  outfit,  for, 
let  it  be  said,  no  tackle  save  the  best  should  be 
found  in  the  kit  of  the  fly-caster  for  salmon.  He 
must  have  several  rods,  at  least  two,  built  on 
honour  from  the  best  materials,  fine  salmon  reels, 
tapered  waterproofed  lines,  a  large  collection  of 
flies  of  assorted  colours  and  sizes  ;  he  must  have 
suitable  clothing  and  a  well-filled  pocket-book 
from  which  to  dig  out  the  wherewithal  to  pay 
railway  and  steamboat  fares,  hotel  or  club 
expenses,  guides'  hire  and  fees.  Angling  for 
salmon  is  a  sport  too  costly  for  the  ang'er  who  has 
little  time  or  money  to  spare. 

As  an  example  of  the  expense  attendant  upon 
the  pursuit  of  fly-fishing  for  salmon  incurred  by 
some  parties  who  have  frequented  Cinadian 
salmon  rivers,  it  may  be  stated  the  veteran  angler 
Charles  Hallock  once  recorded  that  some  twenty 
or  more  years  since  the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  Sir  John 
Eeid,  E.  A.  Sothern,  and  W.  J.  Florence  chartered 
a  steamer,  with  attendants,  at  Quebec,  and  steamed 
571  miles  to  the  Natashquan  Elver,  where,  in  the 
actual  fishing  time  of  fifty-eight  and  one-eighth 
hours  (the  party  remainsd  about  three  weeks)  they 
landed  ninety-eight  salmon,  which  weighed  13281b. 
It  was  estimated  that  the  four  anglers  must  have 
paid  a  total  of  $8000  for  their  sport,  and,  it  may 
be  added,  it  is  not  probable  the  co^t  of  such  a  trip 
would  be  less  at  the  present  time,  more  likely  it 
would  be  higher. 

Many  years  ago  salmon  were  abundant  in  the 
principal  rivers  of  New  England  and  even  in  the 
Hudson  River  ;  indeed,  a  legend  exists  to  the  efl«ct 
that  salmon  were  so  plentiful  at  one  time  in  New 
England  waters  as  to  lead  to  the  enactment  of  a 
law  forbidding  masters  to  feed  their  apprentices  on 
salmon  oftener  than  three  days  in  one  week.  The 
fishes  gradually  disappeared  from  these  rivers  (or 
most  of  them)  many  years  since,  but  intelligent 
work  by  the  United  States'  Fish  Commission  and 
the  various  state  commissions  in  liberating  salmon 
fry  is  slowly  re  5tocking  the  formerly  prolific  streams. 
Howev3r,  the  fly  fishtr  can  find  little  sport  with 
the  salmon  in  thi  streams  of  the  United  States, 
the  best  pool  probably  being  the  famous  Bangor 
pool,  on  the  Penobscot  Klver,  in  Maine,  where  a 
number  of  fine  fishes  are  taken  oi  the  fly  every 
season. 

On  the  Pacific  Coast  anglers  for  salmon  use 
mostly  the  trolling  spoon  or  bait  for  the  capture  of 
the  salmon  of  those  waters.  In  some  few  rivers, 
however,  salmon  have  been  taken  with  the  fly,  in 
certain  localities  and  un  ler  conditions  akin  to  those 
of  the  rivers  on  the  Atlantic  (!jast.  The  Clackamas, 
in  Oregon,  is  ons  strea-n  where  this  sport  has  been 


found,  and  where  from  one  pool  fourteen  salmon 
have  been  taken  by  one  rodster  in  a  day,  it  is  said. 
In  Alaskan  waters  no  salmon  are  caught  on  the  fly. 

The  rod  for  salmon  fishing  should  be  not  less 
than  sixteen  feet  in  length — many  anglers  prefer 
an  eighteen-foot  rod — built  from  some  tough  wood 
of  tested  strength  and  resilience,  like  selected 
greenheart.  Many  casters  prefer  to  use  well-made, 
eight-strip,  split-bamboo  rods,  sixteen  feet  in 
length,  weight  about  twenty-six  or  twenty-seven 
ounces,  such  a  rod  being  lighter  than  one  of  solid 
wood,  but  others  claim  the  solid  wooden  rod,  having 
more  backbone,  will  prove  longer-lived  than  the 
split-bamboo.  Either  will  render  excellent  service 
in  the  hands  of  the  expert  angler,  whereas  either 
may  fail  one  at  some  critical  moment  it  not 
properly  handled.  The  reel  should  balance  the  rod 
nicely  and  be  large  enough  to  hold  one  hundred 
yards  of  dressed  silk  line,  unless,  as  Mr.  Hallock 
once  said,  "  your  fish  flops  into  a  rapid,  when  you 
will  want  1,000."  The  line  should  be  flexible  and 
have  sufficient  weight  to  enable  the  caster  to  extend 
it  easily  to  long  distances,  for  the  salmon  is  more 
wary  than  the  trout,  and  in  this  fishing  the  fly 
must  be  placed  over  the  fish  without  its  having 
seen  either  the  caster  or  the  thrashing  movements 
of  the  two-handed  rod,  if  the  angler  shall  gain 
the  desired  rise  tj  his  lure.  The  flyboDk 
should  contain  a  liberal  assortment  of  various 
flies,  mostly  large  ones  as  made  by  expert 
fly-tiers.  One  veteran  fly-caster  for  salmon  onoe 
said :  "  Large  flies  for  heavy  and  deep  water ; 
larger  flies  for  waters  that  run  rapid  and  rough 
than  for  those  that  run  shallow  and  quiet:  large 
flies  for  evening  fishing  and  large  flies  for  spring 
fishing."  Favourite  flies  with  many  casters  during 
the  midsummer  are  the  Silver  Gray,  Silver  Doctor, 
Jock  Sjott  and  Turkey  Wing;  but  some  anglers 
declare  that  when  the  salmon  are  in  the  mood  for 
rising  freely  to  the  feathered  lure,  almost  any 
salmon  fly  will  prove  effective  ;  that  the  fishes  are 
less  capricious  as  to  the  kind  of  fly  they  will  take 
than  are  the  trout.  A  gaff  having  a  width  of  two 
or  three  inches  in  the  bend,  between  the  point  and 
the  shank,  equipped  with  a  handle  four  feet  in 
length,  should  complete  the  outfit. 

Shall  the  enthusiastic  fly-caster  have  the  leisure, 
the  means,  and  find  an  opportunity  the  coming 
summer  to  spend  a  few  weeks  on  some  Canadian 
salmon  stream,  he  may  take  much  pleasure  in 
wielding  the  salmon  rod  and  placing  his  fly  deftly 
and  lightly  upon  the  surface  of  the  water.  The 
line  must  be  extended  straight  and  as  far  as  possible, 
and  the  fly  placed  exactly  upon  the  right  ripple  as 
lightly  as  the  falling  of  a  snowflake.  The  casts 
should  b3  made  well  down-stream,  not  across,  as 
some  anglers  do,  the  tip  of  the  rod  being  held  down 
well  to  the  surface  of  the  water  when  the  line  is 
fully  extended.  But  when  the  salmon  is  hooked 
the  rod  should  be  held  with  the  tip  well  upward,  to 
worry  the  fish  and  tire  him  through  the  resilient 
power  of  the  rod.  The  salmon  should  be  held  as 
closely  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  safety  of  the 
tackle,  giving  line  only  as  that  may  be  necessary  to 
relieve  the  strain  or  when  the  fish  is  determined  to 
run.  It  the  salmon  should  resort  to  turning  a 
somersault  at  each  jump,  the  tip  of  the  rod  must 
be  lowered  and  the  line  be  quite  loose.  A  large 
salmon  sometimes  will  go  to  the  bottom  and 
"sulk"  there,  in  which  case  old  salmon  anglers 
advise  the  rodster  to  get  below  the  fish,  if  possible, 
to  pull  hard  on  him  and  tap  him  by  persistent 
movements  of  the  rod  ;  if  these  tactics  fail  to  start 
him,  have  your  attendant  pelt  him  with  stones. 

During  past  years  expert  anglers  for  the  princely 
Sahno  salar  have  written  volumes  regarding  the 
royal  sport  for  the  edification  and  instruction 
of  others.  However,  the  experienced  fisher  for 
salmon  needs  no  further  exhortations,  and,  as 
experience  is  the  best  teacher,  the  novice  who 
would  essay  the  capture  of  his  first  salmon  may  be 
advised  to  consult  some  friend,  who  is  an  expert, 
when  selecting  an  outfit  of  rods,  reels,  lines  and 
flies.  Afterward,  it  he  can  accompany  such  a 
friend  to  a  good  stream,  he  may  speedily  become 
acquainted  with  the  methods  of  fly-casting  for  and 
capturing  this  gamy  fish. — American  Field. 

Lyra  Pisoatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishinp;  and 
Fishermen.  By  COTSWOLD  Isvs,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  tiuide 
to  Dry-Kly  Fishing, "  etc.  The  FMd  says:  "  Cotswold  lays  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetiy  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'Lyra  Pisoatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume."  I'iie  Amateur  Jnyler 
says  :  "All  the  poems  are  refre-shing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco  '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  87,  King-stroet,  Covent-gai'^eil,  st  the 
reduced  price  ol  2s.  64. 


THE  KING  AND  QUEEN  HAVE 
SOME  TEOUT  FISHING. 


The  King  enjoyed  a  day's  trout  fishing  in  Loch 
Muick  on  Tuesday.    His  Majesty  drove  to  the  loch  ' 
from  the  Castle,  and  was  accompanied  by  the 
Queen,  Princess  Victoria,   and  the  Prince  aad 
Princess  of  Wales.  ' 

The  day  was  dull  and  not  conducive  to  the  best 
of  sport.  However,  the  combined  catch  was  a  very, 
good  one  under  the  circumstances.  Trout  do  not 
run  large  in  Loch  Muick,  but  they  are  quite 
plentiful,  and  several  ^-pounders  and  upwards  were 
creeled,  although  the  average  was  between  4oz. 
and  60Z. — Express. 


HUNGERFOED  GEAYLING. 


The  grajllng  at  Hangerford  have  ever  been  a 
thorn  in  the  side  of  most  anglers  who  frequent 
this  charming  locality  in  the  valley  of  the  Kennet. 
I  mean  those  "  outsiders,"  if  the  word  may  be 
used,  who  are  permitted  to  use  only  the  artificial 
fly  for  their  capture.  The  Commoners,  who  have 
the  right  to  fish  the  well-stocked  water  with  worm 
or  fly  three  days  in  each  week,  regard  the  "  de- 
lycyous  fysshe"  as  so  much  vermin,  and  care 
neither  to  angle  for  him,  nor  to  keep  him  when  he  ' 
is  caught  whilst  worming  for  trout.  Grayling 
have  increased  and  multiplied  enormously  at 
Huagerford,  in  both  the  Kennet  and  Dun.  All 
the  same,  they  are  by  no  means  easy  to  capture. 
They  have,  forsooth,  anything  but  a  good  reputa- 
tion on  account  of  their  bottom  feeling  habits. 
In  October,  after  the  beautiful  broad  shallows  by 
Eddington  have  been  iploughed  and  harrowed  in 
order  to  loosen  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  make 
things  nice  and  pleasant  for  the  trout  when  their 
spawning  time  arrives,  the  grayling  to  a  very  great 
extent  go  in  for  what  is  popularly  known  as  "  tail- 
ing." Often  have  I  stood  on  the  bridge  and 
counted  dozens  of  caudal  fins  out  of  the  water, 
Thymallus  being  engaged  in  rooting  about  in  the 
soft  sand  and  fine  gravel  in  quest  of  shrimp  and 
whatnot,  found  in  the  soil  at  the  bottom  of  the 
river. 

But  the  grayling,  when  I  tried  them,  were  on 
their  best  behaviour.  The  obnoxious  "tailers" 
were  nowhere  to  be  seen,  and  throughout  the  whole 
day  I  certainly  did  not  observe  half  a  dozen  fish 
taking  bottom  in  preference  to  surface  food. 

The  morning  was  bright  and  joyous,  and  a 
glorious  September  day  seemed  in  store  for  the 
holiday  makers.  But  soon  a  nasty  choppy  wind 
got  up,  and  a  drizzling  rain  commenced  to  fall,  so 
that  even  though  the  grayling  might  take  well  the 
outlook  from  a  weather  point  of  view  was  not 
encouraging.  The  river  was  exceedingly  weedy, 
but  here  and  there  clear  patches  were  found,  and 
grayling  could  plainly  be  seen.  A  deep  run  flowing 
on  to  a  shallow  was  discovered,  in  which  some 
half  a  dozen  fine  fish  were  seen.  They  were  not 
rising,  but  roaming  about  the  somewhat  deep  pool, 
occasionally  working  up  to  the  tail  of  the  shallow, 
as  if  on  the  look  out  for  anything  coming  down  with 
the  current  in  the  way  of  insect  life.  I  naturally 
imagined  that  though  they  W3re  not  moving  ao 
surface  food  they  might  be  inclined  to  accept  a 
small  fly  if  rightly  presented  to  them.  A  brace  of 
fish  came  slowly  up  to  the  thin  water  from  out  the 
run  or  hole,  and  I  cast  over  them,  rising  one  fish 
twice  but  missing  him  each  time.  Why,  I  could 
not  for  the  moment  understand.  I  had  the  good 
fortune  to  have  as  a  companion  an  angler,  as 
enthusiastic  a  grayling  fisher  as  I  can  claim  to  be, 
and  he  decided  to  watch  the  antics  of  the  fish  I 
failed  to  hook,  to  discover  if  possible  how  I  failed 
to  hit  him. 

Leisurely  the  fly  travelled  towards  the  artful  fish. 
My  friend,  who  was  lying  prone  and  could  see 
every  movement  of  the  prey,  told  me  in  short 
disjointed  ejaculations  the  performance  gone 
through.  These  utterances  were  after  the  follow- 
ing fashion :  "  Eight  in  a  line  with  him " — 
"The  fly  will  go  straight  over  his  nose" — 
"He's  moving" — "He'll  have  it"— "No,  con- 
found it,  he  has  dr.opped  down" — "  Look  out,  he's 
following  the  fly  " — ^"  He's  taken  it."  The  rascal, 
as  a  trout  will  often  do,  turned  and  went  after  the 
lure,  so  that  as  I  was  not  aware  he  had  done  so  on 
the  two  occasions  I  failed  to  drive  the  steel  home 
— T  naturally,  when  striking,  pulled  the  hook  out 
of  his  mouth.  The  third  time  the  grayling  was 
booked,  and  after  a  tough  fight  in  the  small  pool  a 
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nice  lib.  7oz.  fish  was  duly  netted.  Two  others  of 
lib.  4oz.  and  lib.  3oz.  respectively  followed  suit, 
the  leash  weighing  31b.  14oz. — not  a  bad  sample 
for  half-an-hour's  work.  A  brace  of  smaller  fish — 
pounders — followed  after  a  brief  rest,  and  a  heavy 
one  was  lost  through  the  "  point  "  breaking  in  the 
strike,  the  4  X  drawn  gut  having  become  somewhat 
frayed  through  previous  captures.  I  could  rise  no 
more  grayling  before  lunch,  except  two  or  three 
which  simply  nosed  the  fly  and  would  not  hang  on. 
Indeed,  it  was  not  imtil  after  5  p.m.  that  they  rose 
well,  and  what  was  more  satisfactory  took  eagerly. 
There  was  no  half  heartedness  about  the  rises. 
There  were  dimples  all  over  the  sheltered  comer  I 
was  working.  An  unusually  curious  rise,  unlike 
that  produced  by  Tliymallus,  made  me  try  a  cast 
over  the  spot.  A  l\\h.  trout  took  the  nondescript, 
and  after  a  brief  fight— not  to  be  compared  with 
that  shown  by  many  of  the  grayling  I  had  landed 
• — he  kept  company  with  my  other  victims. 

In  an  hour  and  a  half  I  extracted  three  and  a 
half  brace  from  my  very  productive  comer,  all  over 
12oz.  apiece  and  several  well  in  excess  of  a  pound. 
Then  they  suddenly  stopped  taking  altogether. 

As  it  was  nearly  dusk  I  hastened  to  a  certain 
well-known  mill-pool  hopiag  to  find  the  trout 
going  at  the  sedge,  some  specimens  of  which  latter 
I  had  noticed  were  freely  making  their  appearance. 
I  found  that  just  on  the  edge  of  the  deep  pool 
where  a  shallow  commenced  trout,  and  particularly 
small  ones,  were  rising  merrily.  As  bad  luck  would 
have  it  I  had  and  returned  five  fish  just  under 
the  limit  weight  of  a  pound  ia  ten  minutes 
through  the  medium  of  a  Silver  Sedge  on  0  hook. 
Changing  the  fly  to  a  No.  2  size  I  rose,  hooked, 
and  landed  a  brace  of  respectable  trout  scaling 
21b,  3oz.  the  pair,  ending  with  these  captures  one 
of  the  most  sportive  days  I  have  had  at  the 
Berkshire  town.  Five  and  a  half  brace  of  grayling 
and  a  brace  and  a  half  of  trout  was  a  bag  suffi- 
ciently large  to  satisfy  the  most  exigent. 

As  to  the  flies  used  it  may  be  added  that  winged 
varieties  such  as  Silver  Sedges,  "Wickhams,  Black 
Ants,  Red  and  Sherry  Spinners,  Apple  Greens  and 
Olives  were  tried,  but  I  got  not  a  single  grayling 
on  either  of  the  sorts  named.  With  the  exception 
of  the  brace  of  trout  which  rose  to  the  Sedge,  the 
eleven  grayling  and  the  largest  trout  succumbed 
to  Bolt's  Witch  dressed  on  No.  0  and  1  hooka  and 
fished  dry.  The  Chiel. 


STRAY  NOTES  ON  FISHING  AND 
NATURAL  HISTORY.* 

{Contvn/ued  from  page  165.) 
Spawning  of  Carp. 
Having  noted  for  some  years  the  days  when  the 
carp  were  spawning  in  several  ponds  in  the  Isle 
of  Wight,  I  find,  on  comparing  my  notes  on  the 
subject,  the  earliest  of  these  days  to  have  been 
May  19,  the  latest  July  3.  The  time  of  spawning 
seems  to  depend  much  on  the  mildness  or  back- 
wardness of  the  spring,  and  also  on  the  position  of 
the  water,  the  carp  being  always  earlier  in  a  mild 
than  in  a  cold  season,  and  also  earlier  in  sheltered 
ponds  than  in  those  which  are  exposed  to  currents  of 
wind,  and  where  the  water  is  colder  in  consequence 
of  its  depth  or  the  influx  of  a  ppring.  I  have,  for 
instance,  fonnd  the  carp  spawning  in  the  same 
pond  as  early,  aft^r  a  mild  ppring,  as  May  30,  and 
after  a  backward  one  as  late  as  July  1 ;  and  again 
in  the  same  year  I  have  seen  them  spawning  in  a 
sheltered  pond  on  May  19,  and  in  a  comparatively 
exposed  and  deep  one  on  July  1,  the  ponds  being 
supplied  by  the  same  run  of  water  and  only  about 
a  third  of  a  mile  apart,  the  lower  of  the  two  being 
the  earlier.  My  observations  would  lead  me  to 
conclude  that  the  process  of  spawning  with  carp 
does  not  generally  occupy  more  than  a  couple  of 
days,  and  that  it  ia  often  performed  in  one.  There 
are,  however,  occasional  exceptions,  as  I  have  seen 
it  going  on  in  the  same  pond  on  June  3,  and  again 
on  the  9th  of  the  same  month. 

Spawn  devocrkd  by  Birds  and  Fish. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  (in  shallow  ponds 
particularly)  a  great  part  of  the  spawn  is  devoured 
by  water-birds,  and  that  small  fish,  roach  for 
instance,  are  also  very  destructive  to  it.  Having 
one  day,  after  watching  the  carp  spawning,  taken 
up  a  position  in  a  summer-house  hard  by,  I  saw  fly 

'  *  From  the  volume  by  Cornwall  Simeooi 


into  the  pond  four  mallards,  which  within  a  minute 
or  two  were  busily  engaged  with  their  heads  under 
water  exactly  where  I  had  seen  the  carp.  In  a 
very  short  timi  they  were  joinel  by  a  moorhen, 
who  also  immediately  went  eagarly  to  work  at  the 
same  place. 

I  had  at  one  time,  by  constantly  feeding  the 
roach  in  one  of  these  ponds,  brought  them  to  such 
a  degrae  of  tameness  that  they  would  take  bread 
out  of  my  fingers  and  play  round  and  through 
them  in  scores.  Generally  they  were  collected  in 
numbers  waiting  to  be  fed  at  their  accustomed 
treakfast-time,  but  I  noticed  that,  while  the  carp 
were  engaged  in  spawning,  only  two  or  three  made 
their  appearance,  and  even  they  would  scarcely 
look  at  the  bread  which  I  ofi'ered  them,  being 
doubtless  gorged  with  carp-spawn.  I  have  indeed 
not  unfrequently  detected  them  apparently  in  the 
very  act,  observing  them  at  intervals  dashing 
rapidly  about,  close  in  the  wake  of  carp  which 
were  engaged  in  spawning.  But  if  roach  do,  as  I 
think  there  can  be  no  doubt,  thus  make  free  with 
the  spawn  of  carp,  yet  I  suspect  they  are  useful  to 
the  parent  fish  in  relieving  them  from  water-lice, 
with  which  they  are  occasionally  much  infested. 
This  suspicion  is  grounded  on  the  fact  that  having 
seen  carp  on  the  surface,  with  roach  swarming 
closely  round  them,  and  on  several  occasions,  by 
foul-hooking  or  otherwise,  managed  to  take  them 
from  out  of  the  middle  of  such  company,  I  invari- 
ably found  them  to  be  sufiering  from  these  parasites. 
When  in  this  state  they  rapidly  lose  condition,  and 
sometimes  become  so  poor  and  weak  that  they  will 
sufifer  themselves  to  bs  taken  out  of  the  water  with 
the  hand. 

Dacb  caught  with  Spinning  Bait. 

I  know  of  two  instances  where  dace  have  been 
caught  with  a  spinning-bait,  not  hooked  foul,  but 
fairly  in  the  mouth.  One  of  these  was  by  Mr. 
Gold,  the  fishing-tackle  maker,  in  the  Colne  :  the 
other  by  a  brother  of  mine  in  a  piece  of  water  in 
Himpshire,  the  bait  in  the  latter  case  being  a 
German-silver  kill-devil,  and  the  dace  not  above 
six  or  Eeven  inches  in  length. 

Carp  taken  with  Minnow — Eel  with  Fly. 

But  a  friend  of  mine,  a  good  fisherman,  and 
whose  word  cannot  be  doubted,  assures  me  that  he 
did  a  much  more  extraordinary  thing,  having, 
whilst  fishing  in  the  canal  near  Waverley  Abbey, 
Hants,  actuxlly  caught  ivilh  a  live  minnow  a  carp 
weighing  about  three-quarters  of  a  pound. 

The  dace  were  probably  allured  by  the  glitter  of 
the  bait,  and  may  have  taken  it  for  sport,  or  to 
ascertain  what  it  was,  for  I  apprehend  that  they 
never  really  feed  upon  small  frj^ ;  but  the  carp 
must  have  taken  the  minnow  deliberately,  and, 
from  that  circumstance,  I  should  conclude  that 
they  do  occasionally,  either  when  pressed  by 
hunger  or  from  a  morbid  appetite,  take  a  minnow 
or  so  by  way  of  a  change. 

I  once  caught  an  eel  with  a  fly.  This,  however, 
sounds  so  very  extraordinary  that,  in  order  to  save 
my  character  for  veracity,  I  must  mention  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  occurred.  I  had  been 
fishing  in  a  pond  for  roach  with  the  natural  fly, 
when,  inhospitably  wishing  to  "  shirk"  a  party  of 
visitors  whom  I  saw  driving  up  to  the  house  by  an 
approach  which  commanded  my  position,  I  put 
down  ray  ro^,  leaving  the  fly  in  the  water.  On  my 
return  I  found  it  had  been  gorged  by  an  eel,  not  a 
large  one,  but  still  quite  large  enough  to  swear  by. 

It  is  pretty  generally  known  that  perch  will 
occasionally  take  a  fly.  Although  they  will  rarely 
do  so  in  rivers,  yet  in  ponds  not  only  is  such  a 
circumstance  not  of  unfrequent  occurrence,  but  the 
fly  is  actually  sometimes  one  of  the  best  baits  that 
can  be  used  for  them.  As  a  proof  of  this,  a  friend 
of  mine  one  day  caught  in  this  way  in  Little 
Frensham  Pond,  not  far  from  Famham,  sixty-five 
perch  averaging  about  a  pound  each ;  and  on  the 
same  day  another  rod,  also  fishing  with  the  fly  — a 
brightish  one,  such  as  you  would  use  for  sea-trout 
— caught  there  between  eighty  and  ninety  pounds 
weight  of  perch,  besides  a  jack  of  about  six  pounds. 

For  Flies,  Colour,  not  Form. 

I  am  pursuaded  that  for  fly-fishing,  colour,  not 
form,  is  the  principal  thing  to  be  looked  to  in  the 
selection  of  flies.  This  scarcely  anyone  can  doubt 
who  has  seen — perhaps  with  a  feeling  akin  to  envy 
— the  advantage  which  a  provincial,  furnished  with 
coarse  tackle  and  the  roughest  home-made  flies, 
has  on  a  river  which  he  knows  over  another 


(possibly  a  better  fisherman)  who  comes  to  it 
elaborately  equipped,  and  with  his  book  stored 
with  the  choicest  specimens  of  Bowness'  art,  but 
ignorant  of  the  exact  colour  to  adopt.  Had  I 
wanted  a  convincing  proof  of  this,  it  was  afforded 
me  some  years  ago  whilst  fishing  the  Avon  near 
Cot  in  Devonshire.  I  had  up  as  a  bob  a  small 
greyish-brown  Palmer  made  by  one  Godden  at 
Whitchurch  in  Hitjpshire,  and  finding  that  the 
trout  evinced  a  dec'ded  preference  for  this,  I  put 
up  another  as  a  stretcher,  tied  by  him  at  the  same 
time  and  to  the  same  pattern,  and,  so  far  as  I  could 
see,  exactly  similar  to  it.  They  would  not,  how- 
ever, look  at  this  one,  but  continued  taking  the 
other  freely,  even  after  it  was  chewed  to  ribbons — 
the  hackle  unwound,  and  hanging  an  inch  below 
the  hook — until  at  last,  in  consequence  of  the  silk 
following  its  example,  I  was  obliged  to  discard  the 
fly  altogether.  I  replaced  it  with  another  of  the 
same  lot,  but  the  great  attraction  was  gone. 
Besides  proving  their  penchant  for  a  particular 
shade  of  colour  and  their  indifference  to  mere  form, 
this  incident  also  shows  the  great  nicety  of  sight 
possessed  by  trout.  On  this  occasion,  out  of  two 
and  a  half  dozen  which  I  caught  whilst  I  had  these 
Palmers  up,  at  least  two  dozen  and  two  fell  to  the 
share  of  the  favourite  bob. 

If  the  old  rule  of  "  a  light  fly  for  darkness  and  a 
dark  fly  for  lightness"  be  ever  at  all  correct,  I 
think  it  can  only  be  applicable  to  night-fishing,  as 
I  have  certainly  more  frequently  found  the  converse 
to  hold  good  during  the  day.  There  are,  however, 
doubtless  occasional  exceptions,  such  for  instance 
as  the  yellow  Cow  Dung  fly,  which  I  have  found  a 
great  killer  on  a  stormy  day,  pirticularly  among 
meadows,  where  the  natural  fly  would  abound,  and 
when  it  would  be  swept  off  upon  the  water. 

On  "  stickles  "  (the  expressive  Devonshire  word 
for  the  broken  water  at  the  head  of  pools)  I  think 
I  have  generally  foimd  a  sm^ll  bright  fly  (yellow 
floss-silk  body  and  starling  wing,  for  instance)  kill 
better  than  a  larger  sombre  one,  but  the  latter  to 
answer  better  in  the  still  dark  pools.  This,  which 
I  have  noticed  quite  independently  of  the  last 
theory,  certainly  tends  to  support  it,  as  trout,  in 
common  with  most  fresh-water  fish,  undoubtedly 
lie  upon  the  shallows  when  the  weather  is  bright 
and  hot,  and  retire  to  the  deeper  water  as  it 
becomes  cold  and  gloomy.  It  is  for  the  same 
reason,  as  I  believe,  that  trout  do  not  in  hot 
weather  so  much  affect  those  parts  of  a  river 
which  are  densely  wooded,  and  consequently 
shaded,  as  those  which  lie  open  and  exposed  to 
the  sun.  A  red  fly  I  have  altvays  found  kill  better 
rather  late  in  the  evening  than  at  any  other  time 
of  the  day.  In  the  white-moth  tribe,  as  night-flies, 
I  have  not  much  faith,  though  I  have  heard  of 
their  doing  good  service ;  when  they  do  answer,  I 
imagine  it  is  only  on  very  warm  evenings. 

(To  he  continued.) 


THE  FRENCH  "  RECORDMAN  " 
SALMON   ANGLER  IN  NORWAY, 


Our  excellent  French  contemporary  La  Peche 
Moderne  has  an  illustrated  article  by  "  W.  F.," 
entitled  "  Le  Recordman  de  la  Pcche  au  Saumon 
pour  1902."  The  Continental  nations  have 
adopted  many  sporting  terms  from  English,  but 
"Recordman"  is  an  "improvement"  on  the 
original.    The  pictures  show  us  M.  le  Comte  de 

G  with  his  Namsen  boatmen,  each  holding  a 

fine  salmon  captured  by  the  Count  early  in  July. 
Our  contemporary  claims  that  the  Count's 
50.^ -pounder  is  the  record  fish  for  1902,  and  was 
taken  on  a  spoon  bait ;  it  showed  no  sport  and  was 
easily  killed  in  twenty  minutes,  whereas  a  much 
smaller  fish  killed  at  the  same  time  fought  for  two 
hours  before  it  could  be  gaffed.  The  Count  pays  a 
rent  of  about  ^  100  a  month  for  his  fishing  on  the 
Namsen.  He  discovered  a  wonderful  trout  stream, 
a  tributary  of  the  Namsen,  and  in  three  hours  killed 
one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  with  the  &y  ;  the 
fish  were  wonderfully  alike  in  size,  averaging  about 
half-a-pound, 

I  am  glad  to  see  from  the  sime  paper  that 
M.  Waldeck-Rousseau — the  Salisbury  of  French 
Statesmen — is  a. c/rand  amateur  de  peche,"  and 
has  also  been  salmon  fishing  in  Norway  this  season, 
his  best  fish  being  one  of  22lb.  R.  B.  M. 


Amekican  Books. — A  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  MarstOD 
and  Co..  Limited,  St.  Dunst^n's  House,  Fett«r-lane,  London. 
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FEESH-WATEE  AQUAEIA.* 
By  the  Eev.  Gregory  G.  Bateman,  A.K.C. 

(Continued  from  page  149.) 
CHAPTER  YIl.— continued. 

Newts  take  readily  to  a  life  in  the  tank  ;  and,  if 
they  are  provided  with  an  island,  proper  food,  and 
suitable  weed,  the  females  will  soon  begin  to  lay 
their  eggs.  During  their  breeding  season  they  are 
very  lively,  continually  moving  gracefully  to  and 
fro  in  the  aquarium,  or  coming  up  to  the  surface 
of  the  water  for  a  fresh  draught  of  air,  often  making 
as  they  do  so  a  "  popping  "  noise ;  and  besides 
being  lively,  they  are  extremely  inquisitive,  appar- 
ently taking  uofcice  of  all  that  goes  on  both  within 
and  outside  their  tank. 

It  is  very  interesting  to  watch  the  female  Newt 
lay  her  eggs.  She  generally  wraps  them  carefully, 
as  they  are  laid,  in  the 
leaves  of  some  waterweed. 
But  should  the  desired 
plants  not  be  within  her 
reach,  she  will  deposit  the 
eggs  upon  stones,  or  between 
two  leaves  which  are  not 
pliant  enough  to  bend,  or 
she  will  fold  them  in  the 
leaves  of  the  willow  should 
any  be  dipping  in  the  water, 
or  in  blades  of  grass.  The 
plants  which  she  prefers  for 
the  protection  and  hiding  of 

P   her  eggs  are  the  Starwort 

(Callitriche  verna),  the  Ana- 
charis,  and  the  Water  Crow- 
foot {Ranunculus  aquatilis). 
The  egg-laying  is  spread 
over  several  days,  and  may 
take  place  during  the  months 
of  April,  May,  and  June. 
The  Newt,  when  wishing  to 
Fig.  '83.  Leaves  op  lay-  ^^^^  about  for  a  suit- 
Vernal  Greater  S'ble  leaf,  bhe  seems  to  be 
Starwort  entold-  very  particular,  and  appears 
iNG  Eggs  op  Newt  to  test  its  suitability  by 
IN  VARIOUS  Stages  smelling  and  bending  it. 
OP  Development.  When  she  has  obtained  one 
to  her  taste  she  will  fold  it 
with  her  hind  legs  and  carefully  lay  the  egg  within 
the  fold,  gently  pressing  the  leaf  upon  the  egg  until 
the  former  is  firmly  stuck  around  the  latter.  Some- 
times, to  make  the  matter  surer,  she  will  take  the 
leaf  and  egg  within  her  mouth,  and  thus  give  them 
a  final  pressure.  The  egg  is  very  small,  and  is 
surrounded  with  a  glutinous  substance.  The  leaf 
gradually  imfolds  as  the  embryo  of  the  future 
Molgc  begins  to  grow.  Fig.  83  represents  the  eggs 
in  various  stages  of  development,  and  laid  in  the 
leaves  of  the  Vernal  Starwort.  As  soon  as  the 
eggs  are  deposited  they  should  be  collected  and 
placed  in  a  shallow  aquarium  or  earthenware  dish 
— the  'latter  the  better.  The  vessel  ought  to 
be  covered  with  a  piece  of  glass  and  put  near  a 
sunny  window.  The  speed  of  hatching  depends 
upon  light  and  temperature.  Sometimes,  under 
favourable  circumstances,  the  young  tadpoles  will 
be  free  within  twelve  days  after  the  eggs  have  been 
laid.  It  should  be  arranged  that  the  eggs  have 
the  heat  of  the  sun  without  receiving  its  direct 
rays.  The  eggs  of  the  Great  Newt  take  longer  to 
hatch  than  those  of  the  Smooth  Triton. 

The  young  tadpole's  growth  (Fig.  84,  a,  b,  c,  d) 
can  be  observed  while  it  is  within  the  egg.  The 
embryo  for  the  first  three  or  four  days  is  globular, 
and  then  begins  to  lengthen  out  gradually.  At  the 
end  of  the  first  week  the  head  and  tail  can  be  dis- 
tinguished, and  soon  after  this  the  branchiae 
appear.  The  little  animal  at  this  stage  looks  more 
like  a  fish  than  a  Newt.  The  circulation  of  the 
blood  may  now  be  seen  under  the  microscope. 
This  sight  is  most  interesting,  and  well  worth  the 
trouble  necessary  for  the  observation.  As  the 
tadpole  grows  it  changes  its  position  in  the  egg, 
and  finally  becomes  rather  fidgety,  until  by  its 
struggles  it  forces  itself  free.  The  egg  collapses  as 
the  young  Newt  leaves  it. 

The  Molge  tadpole  just  after  it  is  hatched  (Fig. 
84,  c)  is  not  very  easy  to  find,  even  in  a  very  small 
aquarium.    When  it  is  discovered,  that  which  will 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr,  Upcott  Gill. 


attract  attention  most  is  the  brilliancy  of  its 
golden-looking  eyes.  It  does  not  move  much  at 
this  period  of  its  life,  except  to  dart  away  rapidly 
on  being  disturbed.  As  it  has  no  legs  yet,  Nature 
has  provided  it,  as  the  frog  tadpole,  with  two  small 
claspers,  but  these  disappear  upon  the  development 
of  the  forelegs  (Fig.  84,/).  The  speed  of  growth 
of  the  small  batrachian  depends  very  much  upon 
its  food,  which  at  first  should  be,  if  possible,  very 
small  water-insects,  Water-fleas  {Daplinia  pulex), 
Cyclops,  and  the  like,  and  as  it  increases  in  size  it 
will  eat  the  larvse  of  the  gnat  and  similar  prey, 
until  it  grows  big  enough  to  devour  small  portions 
of  tiny  garden  worms. 

The  animal  is  so  transparent  until  it  is  about 
three  months  old  (Fig.  84,  g)  that  a  glance  will 
tell  whether  it  has  been  able  to  satisfy  its  appetite 
or  not.    In  time  (how  long  depends  upon  food  and 


Fig.  84.  Metamorphoses  op  the  Newt. 

temperature)  the  gills,  shortly  after  the  appearance 
of  the  hind  legs,  will  be  absorbed,  and  the  young 
newt  will  be  obliged  to  come  to  the  surface  of  the 
water  to  breathe.  Unlike  the  frog  tadpole  the  fore 
legs  are  produced  before  the  others.  This  batrachian 
sloughs  very  frequently,  sometimes  as  often  as 
once  in  ten  days.  Occasionally  the  skin  comes  ofif 
in  one  piece,  not  even  excepting  the  toes ;  and  if 
the  aquarium-keeper  will  skilfully  remove  it  from 
the  water  by  the  help  of  a  small  camel's-hair 
brush,  and  place  it  carefully  upon  a  sheet  of  white 
paper,  he  will  find  that  it  makes  a  very  interesting 
object :  the  skin  will  readily  adhere  to  the  paper. 
When  the  Newt  is  about  to  change  its  skin,  it  will, 
as  a  rule,  become  sluggish,  and  lose  its  appetite. 
It  assists  the  operation  by  crawling  between  the 
weeds  and  rockwork.  Sometimes  the  Molge  will 
imitate  the  toad,  and  make  a  meal  of  its  late 
covering. 

As  the  autumn  approaches,  the  Newts,  especi- 
ally the  Smooth  ones,  will  attempt  to  leave  the 
aquarium.  Their  colouring  at  this  time  becomes 
dull,  and  they  lose  a  great  deal  of  their  activity 
and  inquisitiveness.  The  island  in  the  aquarium 
should  be  provided  with  some  hiding-places,  which 
at  this  season  of  the  year  will  be  taken  possession 
of  by  the  Newts.  In  captivity  they  begin  to 
hibernate  about  November.  After  wintering  in 
the  aquarium,  and  as  spring  approaches,  the 
batrachians  will  slowly  become  active,  and  the 
males  will  gradually  develop  their  crests. 

Newts  while  in  confinement  may  be  fed  upon 
the  Water-Louse  {Asellus  aquaticus),  tadpoles  of 
frogs  or  toads,  garden  worms,  or  pieces  of  meat 
either  cooked  or  raw.  The  meat  should  be  cut  in 
narrow  slips.  The  newt  is  sometimes  guilty  of 
cannibalism,  especially  when  the  Great  Newt  is 
kept  in  the  tank  with  the  Smooth  one,  and  when 
the  tadpoles  of  any  species  of  Molge  are  allowed  to 
remain  with  their  parents  and  older  relatives. 

Newts,  in  common  with  lobsters  and  other 
animals,  have  the  power  of  reproducing  lost 
limbs.  A  Great  Newt  of  mine  once  climbed  out  of 
his  own  tank  and  fell  into  that  containing  two 
young  pike.  When  I  found  him  in  the  company 
of  the  fish  I  discovered  that  he  had  lost  one  of 
his  hind  legs.  I  said  I  was  sorry  for  him ;  but  I 
do  not  think  I  was  very  unhappy,  for  I  had  long 
been  desirous  of  seeing  the  reproduction  of  limbs, 
of  which  I  had  read  and  heard.  I  placed  the  poor 
fellow  in  a  small  tank  by  himself,  fed  him  care- 
fully, and  watched  him  attentively.    In  a  short 


time  I  was  rewarded  for  my  care  by  seeing  a  new 
limb  gradually  grow  until  it  became  nearly  as  large 
as  the  other  hind  leg.  I  believe  (I  cannot  be  sure, 
for  this  happened  many  years  ago)  the  new  leg 
from  the  first  was  perfectly  shaped.  However,  I 
was  'glad  to  prove  the  truth  of  report  without 
having  been  cruel  enough  to  make  an  amputation, 

(To  be  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  WYERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  mornmg. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — GbnbhaIi  Bbmabks.— The  heavy  storm 
on  Wednesday  night  filled  all  the  small  tributaries  of 
the  Thames  in  the  storm  area,  and  consequently  the 
main  river  was  well  coloured  in  the  lower  reaches  on 
Thursday  morning.  This  colour,  however,  will  soon 
pass  away,  and  probably  by  to-day  (Saturday)  the 
river  will  be  in  its  normal  condition.  The  effect  of 
the  rain,  however,  will  be  that  the  stream  will  have 
improved  as  well  as  the  temperature  of  the  water,  so 
that  good  sport  should  be  had.  Roach  have  been 
feeding  very  well,  and  punt  anglers  have  had 
little  difficulty  in  getting  four  dozen  to  six  dozen  fish 
per  day.  Bank  anglers  have  not  done  so  well  owing 
to  the  water  being  too  clear  for  bank  fishing.  A  few 
bream  have  been  caught,  but  none  large  in  size. 
Barbel  seem  to  be  oS  the  feed,  as  very  few  have  been 
taken. — P.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Henley). — Sport  has  been  slow  during  the 

last  three  weeks  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  clear  state  of 
the  water,  which  at  time  of  writing  is  showing  vety 
little  improvement.  Patrons  of  G.  Arlett  and  the 
"  General "  have  had  some  fair  takes  of  perch  and  chub, 
and  a  few  small  barbel  and  a  trout  have  been  taken  from 
the  mill-tail  at  Mark  Lock.  Here  a  trout  of  71b.  was 
picked  up  the  other  morning,  having  been  left  there  by 
Mr.  Otter,  after  the  brute  had  taken  a  good  breakfast 
from  it.  There  are  quite  a  number  of  these  "anglers" 
about  just  now.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  has  had  a  fine  show 
of  tench  from  the  Loddon  waters,  and  Mr.  F.  Arnold 
has  taken  a  number  of  chub  up  to  31b.  12oz.  with  the 
fly,  three  of  which  I  have  to  preserve ;  while  a  lady  at 
Hambledon  has  taken  one  of  the  last-named  fish 
weighing  41b.  4oz.  By  cateful  fishing  a  score  or  so  of 
roach  may  be  caught  during  the  last  hour  of  fishing. 
— Stanley  Mead. 

 (Iiechl^de,  Gloncester shire). — Since  my  last 

report  the  heavy  rains  have  vastly  improved  the 
autumn  fishings.  Perch,  chub,  and  roach  have  been 
going  well.  A  number  of  fine  chub  have  been  got 
with  artificial  fly.  Perch  are  taking  caddis,  worm,  and 
minnow,  and  these  baits  have  also  accounted  for  some 
big  chub.  The  Thames  and  Severn  Canal  is  now  in 
order  on  several  sections. — Rambler. 

 (Bichmoud). — A  few  barbel,  bream,  and  roach 

have  been  caught  both  from  bank  and  punt,  the 
largest  barbel  caught  being  between  51b.  and  61b.  It 
is  reported  that  the  barbel  are  taking  to  an  old  swim 
which  they  used  to  haunt  many  years  ago,  and  which 
is  under  the  middle  arch  of  Richmond  Bridge.  Several 
good  carp  have  been  taken  from  the  Pen  Ponds, 
Richmond  Park,  the  largest  weighing  8|lb.  There 
was  a  printer's  error  in  last  week's  report,  the 
Richmond  report  being  put  under  the  Twickenham 
heading. — Gaynor  and  Son. 

Ancholme  District. — Bream  are  now  taking  bait 
more  freely,  but  there  is  a  little  difficulty  in  locating 
them.  The  knowing  ones  can  find  them  by  their 
priming  and  discolouring  the  water.  They  mostly  go 
in  shoals,  and  when  these  are  discovered  a  good  haul 
can  be  made.  Several  anglers,  by  hitting  a  shoal, 
have  taken  a  stone  and  upwards  each  at  a  sitting. 
Three  anglers  got  351b.  with  worm  at  Coal  Dyke  end 
in  three  hours.  The  largest  fish  was  about  41b. 
Trout  fishing  is  on  the  decline,  but  fish  are  now  in  the 
best  of  condition.  I  have  just  had  a  couple  of  111b. 
each  most  excellently  cast  by  Mr.  Gillson,  of  13,  East- 
street,  Manchester-square,  W — Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Bottisliani  Locks  (Waterbeach).— Since  my  last 
report  the  weed-cutter  has  paid  a  visit  along  this 
stretch  of  water  on  to  Upware.  During  that  time, 
for  three  days,  practically  nothing  was  done,  much  to 
the  disappointment  of  the  numerous  visiting  holiday 
anglers.  Since  Saturday  (Sept.  6)  these  cut  weeds 
having  floated  away,  and  the  fish  getting  settled, 
better  sport  is  being  had.  Roach,  61b.  a  bag,  up  to 
lib.  each ;  plenty  of  decent  perch,  fib.  each,  in  different 
bags.  Bank  angling  clean,  so  that  the  pike  angler 
may  now  approach  the  river  with  pleasure.  This  class 
of  fish  is  far  too  numerous  here  in  the  roach  swims,  not 
large,  up  to  41b.  each.  A  good  pimt  now  can  be  had 
on  the  spot.  Present  prospects  good,  —  John  0. 
George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Coin,  Leach,  and  Upper  Windrush  (East 
Gloucestershire).— Since  my  last  report  we  have 
had  plenty  of  heavy  rains,  which  very  much  improved 
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BURBERRYS 


WARM  WITHOUT  WEIGHT.    PROOF  WITHOUT  HEAT/^ 

It  is  impossible  to  spealc  too  highly  of  the 
advantages  of  the  SLIP-ON,  its  weather- proof 
qualities  are  incontestable.  It  will  keep  out 
drenching  and  continuous  rain  without  adding 
the  slightest  unnatural  heat. 

May  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest  weather 
with  equal  comfort.  Formed  to  obviate  the 
possibility  of  any  tie  or  drag,  the  fitting  is 
equally  good  with  or  without  undercoat. 

"  A  year  or  two  ago  you  supplied  me  with  a  Slip-on 
Gabardine,  the  most  perfect  and  most  waterproof 
shooting  and  fishing  coat  I  have  had." — 

B.  W.  GOTHAM,  Springfield,  Prescot. 

"  I  have  been  well  satisfied  with  the  coat,  and  have 
worn  it  in  jungle  through  the  heaviest  downpours  (and 
I  can  tell  you  it  does  rain  here)  without  getting  wet 
underneath  either  by  rain  or  perspiration."— 
C.  F.  S.  BAKER, 

17/12/01  Man  Kulam,  Ceylon. 

"  The  day  turned  out  the  wettest  it  has  been  my  lot  to 
be  out  on.    I  remained  quite  dry." 

R.  H.  BENSON,  Walton,  Wakefield. 


5 


30&31,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON; 
AND  BASINGSTOKE. 


BURBERRYS 

Scott  Street, 


P.  D.MALLOCH.PERfH. 


Manufaeturep  of 
every  deseription  of 

FISHING  TACKLE 
suitable  for  all 
parts  of  the  World. 


Superior  SALMON  and  TROUT 
Green  heart  RODS. 

Unsurpassed  for  superiority  of  Workmanship,  balance,  and  casting  power 


'Die  only  Perfect  Casting  Beel  for  Salmon,  Mabseer,  and  Trout,  and  all  kinds  of  Coarse 
Fishing.    Unsurpassed  for  long  distance  casting.   Simple  and  easy  to  learn. 


WT  A  T  T  nPU'O  Patent  FLY  CASE  for 
lllA-L/JbUvn  D  Salmon,  Grilte,  Sea  Trout, 
and  Eyed  Flies  of  all  sizes.  Handy  and  compact. 
Each  fly  secured  by  neat  and  effective  arrangement. 
Large  assortment  of  sizes  to  choose  from. 


MALLOCH'S   '^"''^  Medal  SALMOS  anJ 


Trout  reels,  unsurpassed 
for  durability  and  flaish,  easy 
and  comfortable  to  work. 


MATT  flPU'C  Qol<i  Medal  SALMON, 
uiAljLiV/vfl  O    aillLSB.  and  SEA  TKOUT 


FLIES. 


lUr  A  T  T  rtPtl^O  Gold  Medal  BIVKB  aud 
UlAljJLUvIl  O    LOCH  FUE3,  Byed  or  on 

ant. 

WI  A  T  T  nrU'G  Medal  FLOATING 

lUAJUJLiVlvn  O    TKOUT  FLIE9  with  Upright 
Wlnei. 

Most  Extensive  List  of  the  Best  £illing  Patterns' 
many  of  them  exclusively  my  own,  for  the  Scot<.li 
Rivers  and  Locbs,  all  Neatly  and  Beantlfnlly  Tied. 


II^r^UBTXtATED    I-ISTS   TOEBS.  Telegrams MALLOCH,  PERTH." 

AWARDED   TEN   QOLD    AND    OTHER    MEDALS    FOR    EXCELLENCE    IN    FISHING  TACKLE, 
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the  autumn  fishings.  The  season,  which  closes  on 
Sept.  30,  may  be  said  on  the  whole  to  have  been  up  to 
the  average,  the  autumn  fishing  in  some  instances 
being  very  good  indeed.  Sport  has  been  had  on  the 
hotel  waters  at  Fairford  and  Bibury,  and  also  on 
several  private  waters  on  the  Coin,  Leach,  and  Upper 
Windrush,  where  some  fine  rainbows  have  been  caught 
with  Stone  Fly  and  Brown  Alder. — Pan. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks). — The  river  rather 
low  but  of  good  colour  at  time  of  writing,  and  in  first- 
rate  condition  for  grayling  and  roach  fishing.  We  are 
having  fine  summer  weather.  We  anticipate  some 
good  pike  fishing  during  this  and  next  month. — H. 

ISsk  (Whifby). — A  fair  number  of  anglers  have 
been  out  during  the  week,  but  have  only  met  with 
moderate  results,  the  water  being  too  low,  and  in  poor 
condition  for  sport.  The  absence  of  rain  will  un- 
doubtedly retard  angling  operations  during  the  coming 
week.  Sea  angling  has  numerous  votaries,  several 
good  baskets  of  mixed  fish  having  been  secured. — J. 
Jackson,  Whitby. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  fishing  all  round 
has  been  rather  indifferent  during  the  past  week,  and 
the  trout  fishermen  have  not  been  as  busy  as  they 
could  wish.  The  Otter  Hounds  have  again  been  tried 
on  the  Stoke  Ganon,  Brampford  and  Up  Exe  portions 
of  the  Exe,  the  worthy  master  and  huntsmen  having  a 
large  and  enthusiastic  following  of  ladies  and  gentlemen. 
I  regret,  however,  to  find  that  no  kill  was  made  although 
the  hounds  got  on  the  trail.  Best  flies  lately  have 
been  Coachman,  Red  Spinner,  and  Uprights.  In  the 
canal  a  few  roach  and  perch  have  been  taken,  but  lines 
of  invitation  sent  Mr.  Foxy  Carp  have  been  returned 
with  rei^ly  "declined  with  thanks,"  and  "not  at 
home." — Red  Palmeb. 

Feu  District  (Sontk  Lines  and  Camln}.— 
As  might  generally  be  expected  the  great  racing 
carnival  at  Doncaster  has  its  effect  on  angling  in 
South  Lincolnshire.  The  drains  in  this  part  of  the 
country  were  only  moderately  attended,  and  no  great 
sport  has  been  the  result  of  operations,  so  far 
as  I  can  learn.  Of  course  there  have  been 
fair  baskets  made  here  and  there,  but  they  have 
not  been  numerous.  It  was  thought  that  pike 
fishing  would  become  interesting  on  the  Forty-foot ; 
but  this  water  is  considered  too  weedy  to  allow  of  a 
general  application  throughout  its  lengths.  Pike 
fishing  has  been  better  on  the  Welland,  and  some 
good-sized  fish  are  reported  among  the  captures. 
Some  fish  have  been  reported  up  to  101b.  The  best 
roach  fishing  is  reported  from  Swineshead  and 
Hubbsrt's  Bridge. — Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Down  to  this  (Wednes- 
day) evening  only  very  medium  sport  had  been 
reported  from  the  Lea,  the  river  having  been  clear 
again  and  the  roach  shy  until  the  evening.  The  pike 
and  perch  are  now  in  excellent  condition.  A  man  has 
been  fined  10s.  at  Waltham  Abbey  police-court  for 
netting  a  piece  of  the  Lea  belonging  to  the  Govern- 
ment. Fortunately  he  was  detected  before  he  had 
had  time  to  take  any  fish.  The  Stort  and  Beane  are 
low  and  bright.  A  few  good  dace  continue  to  be 
caught  in  the  Beane,  but  sport  all  round  seems  to  have 
been  very  tame  on  the  public  reaches  of  the  Lea  and 
Stort.  Latee. — Fair  catches  of  roach  are  reported 
from  the  Rye  House  and  Broxbourne  waters,  baskets 
running  up  to  61b.  Pike  are  on  the  move  there  and 
at  St.  Margaret's.  Some  good  roach  have  also  been 
taken  in  the  Hertford  district.  Mr.  Steinhart,  in  the 
Beane,  has  creeled,  among  other  fine  dace,  one  of 
14Joz. — IzAAK  Walton. 

lATXgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
noted  streams  continue  to  run  clear  and  in  good  con- 
dition for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  changeable — 
one  day  fine,  then  cold  east  wind,  followed  by  showers 
of  rain— but  it  has  not  afiected  the  water,  and  the  fish 
have  been  ribing  freely  in  the  middle  of  the  day  at  the 
fly.  A  good  few  rods  have  been  out  and  some  very 
nice  lots  of  grayling  have  been  taken  with  the  Red 
Tag,  Green  Insect,  September  Dun,  Silver  Dun,  and 
Whirling  Blue.  ]?rospects  for  sport  next  week  are 
good  if  we  get  no  heavy  rain,  and  good  fish  should  be 
killed.  Grasshopper  fishing  should  be  good. — Gwynne. 

IiUgg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  in  good  order,  clear  and  a  capital  volume. 
Weather  has  been  mostly  fine,  with  dull  and  foggy 
mornings,  till  to-day  (Wednesday)  it  has  been  raining 
steadily  for  some  hours,  with  wind  east,  but  is  not 
likely  to  affect  the  rivers.  Grayling  are  rising  pretty 
freely.  All  the!  autumn  flies  are  now  out.  Having 
regard  to  the  weather,  a  selection  may  be  made  to  suit 
the  day  from  the  following : — Late  Brown  or  August 
Dun,  Silver  Dun,  Mid  Blue,  Red  Tag,  Green  Insect, 
Blue  Gnat,  Whirling,  Wickham,  Autumn  Hare's  Ear, 
and  Female  Willow.  Sink  and  draw  fishing  now 
good ;  prospects  for  sport  coming  week  favourable. — 
R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Feterborough). — A  splendid  haul  of  bream 
has  been  made  at  Milton  Ferry  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Sexton, 
Peterborough,  one  fish  scaling  41b.  Doz.,  another  41b., 
and  a  third,  31b.  15oz  ,  besides  several  fine  ones  that 
wore  not  weighed.  These  are  the  best  and  heaviest 
bream  caught  in  the  local  waters  this  season.  Pike 
fishing  cannot  generally  be  participated  in  until  the 


weeds  die  down,  but  one  or  two  odd  ones  have  been 
taken.— E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).  —  Fishing  on  the 
Rolle  Estate  water  closed  on  Aug.  31,  but  on  the 
public  water  here,  as  on  other  parts  where  no  re- 
striction is  placed,  trout  may  be  taken  throughout 
this  month,  which  will  terminate  the  legal  season. 
The  river  is  full,  but  in  good  order  for  the'fly.  Fish 
have  been  rising  boldly  in  the  afternoons  and  evenings. 
A  good  fish  of  lib.  4oz.  was  taken  on  the  Red  Quill  on 
Sept.  5,  and  a  brace  weighing  lib.  lOoz.  on  Monday 
by  the  same  rod.  The  fish  were  in  perfectjcondition, 
and  showed  no  signs  of  going  "  oS." — Heron. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — The  water  is  in  fair  con- 
dition. A  heavy  rain  however  would,  in  my  opinion, 
much  improve  matters.  Still,  those  who  persevere 
are  being  rewarded  with  good  takes.  Roach  have 
been  feeding  fairly  well ;  a  nice  specimen  of  21b.  was 
caught  on  Sept.  5.  Bream  are  also  feeding  well  in 
places ;  largest  fish  caught  during  the  week  3|lb. 
Rudd  up  to  21b.  have  been  caught  here,  whilst  at 
St.  Ives  one  of  21b.  7oz.  is  recorded. — C.  A.  Bryant. 

 (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — The  Joseph  Noble  Roach 

Tournament,  held  on  Saturday  (Sept.  6),  resulted  as 
follows  : — Mr.  C.  Stocker,  1st ;  Mr.  A.  Crouch,  2nd  ; 
and  Mr.  C.  James,  3rd.  Mr.  H.  Copley  also  weighed 
in  a  nice  rudd  of  21b.  8oz.,  which  has  been  presented 
to  the  society  for  its  olubroom.  Pish  are  not  feeding 
as  well  as  one  would  like  or  expect,  but  we  keep  getting 
a  few  nice  specimens  now  and  again,  with  which  we 
are  satisfied.  The  Roach  Tournament  for  boys  of  the 
town  under  14  years  of  age  will  be  held  to-day  (Satur- 
day) for  various  prizes  kindly  given  by  our  esteemed 
dresident.  Weather  much  more  favourable  and  settled 
now,  and  prospects  good. — Edward  Collinson. 

  (St.  Neots).— The  water  has  been  very  clear, 

and  sport  consequeujly  rather  tame.  A  few  decent 
fish  have  been  taken,  the  best  I  have  seen  during  the 
past  few  days  being  a  bream  of  3Jlb.,  taken  by  Mr. 
Geo.  Bradshaw,  a  local  expert.  It  is  raining  heavily 
this  (Wednesday)  evening,  and  if  it  continues  for  a  few 
hours  there  should  be  some  prospect  of  sport  at  the 
week  end. — N. 

Flymontli. — There  has  been  better  sport  on  the 
rivers  during  the  week.  Plenty  of  peal  and  salmon 
have  been  grassed,  and  the  fish  have  gone  well  up  the 
rivers.  They  are  taken  in  the  higher  waters,  and  some 
fine  peal  have  been  caught  in  the  Devonport  leat. 
These  must  have  gone  up  the  West  Dart,  and  come 
down  the  leat  at  the  intake.  Trout  have  not  been 
rising  so  well  except  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Tavy. 
There  are  a  lot  of  peal  in  the  pools  near  Virtuous  Lady 
Mine,  but  it  is  better  to  fish  for  them  at  dusk.  I  have 
just  heard  of  a  nice  week's  sport  on  the  Tavy  by  Mr. 
Winsor,  of  Whitchurch ;  he  had  twelve  peal  in  the 
week,  seven  being  taken  on  Wednesday  (Sept.  3). — 
William  Heaeder. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llansfmy- 
nech). — The  past  week  (up  to  to-day,  Sept.  10)  was 
all  that  could  be  desired,  not  only  by  anglers  but  by 
farmers  and  also  pleasure  seekers.  This  morning  a 
complete  change  came  over  the  scene.  In  place  of 
brilliant  sunshine  a  dull  foggy  atmosphere  has  pre- 
vailed with  a  most  pronounced  Scotch  mist,  so  that 
anglers  and  farmers  are  now  holiday  making  under 
most  depressing  circumstances.  All  the  consolation 
is  that  the  rivers  still  continue  to  run  down  hill,  or  if 
they  did  not  it  would  be  worthy  of  recording. — 
Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
CanaL — This  week  thunder  showers  have  been  pre- 
valent in  the  south,  but  the  weather  although  variable 
has  been  favourable  to  piscatorials.  Although  the 
Ouse  has  not  been  so  prolific,  sport  has  been  fair.  The 
best  fish  taken  was  a  bream  of  4f  lb.  from  Hamsey  by 
Mr.  Young,  a  member  of  the  Brighton  Anglers' 
Association.  The  Adur  has  fished  well  the  past  week. 
Bags  of  roach  and  dace  have  been  secured  up  to 
141b.  ;  Mr.  Marshall  captured  a  carp  of  51b. 
14Joz.  on  boiled  wheat.  The  Cuckmere  has  fished 
well.  Messrs.  Kempshaw  and  Doughty  have  taken 
15lb.  and  121b.  bags  respectively  of  principally  bream. 
Chichester  Canal,  although  low,  is  in  good  condition, 
and  abounding  with  fish  of  all  kinds.  With  a  well 
cleared  spot  from  Hunston  to  the  lower  lock  sport  has 
been  good.  A  carp  of  6Jlb.  was  taken  by  a  visitor  on 
paste,  and  bream  up  to  2Jlb.  There  are  heavier  fish 
in  the  water,  but  both  carp  and  bream  are  wary. 
Tench  up  to  If  lb.  have  been  taken  in  the  Donnington 
district.  A  few  perch  up  to  lib.  and  eels  of  2Jlb. — 
G.  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Few  fishermen  about ;  water 
continually  got  a  shower,  but  Tuesday  a  heavy  down- 
fall. Salmon  are  running  up.  I  saw  a  lot  of  trout 
taken  out  of  a  mill  stream  by  lads,  and  the  water 
bailiff  was  ignorant  that  although  others  pay  a  5s.  tax 
these  lads  caught  as  many  as  they  wanted  free.  Dace 
plentiful. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  con- 
tinues to  run  clear  and  at  a  nice  level,  and  suitable 
for  trout  or  grayling  fishing.  The  weather  has  been 
changeable  and  some  rain  has  been  had,  but  it  has 
been  good  for  fishing,  and  there  has  been  a  good  few 
anglers  out.    The  foggy  mornings  and  frosty  nights 


have  brought  grayling  well  on  the  feed,  and  they 
have  been  rising  freely.  The  flies  used  are  the 
Red  Tag,  Whirling  Blue,  Green  Insect,  Silver 
Dun,  Sky  Blue,  Orange  Palmer,  September  and 
August  Duns  and  Willow.  Bottom  fishing  has  been 
tried  this  week  with  success,  and  good  eels, 
perch,  dace,  and  trout  landed ;  the  best  baits  being 
the  worm  and  wasp  grub.  Pike  are  now  on  the  feed, 
and  fair  sport  has  been  had  with  them  with  live  bait. 
Trout  are  going  out  of  season,  and  occasionally  a  fine 
fish  of  lib.  has  been  landed  this  week.  On  Saturday 
(Sept.  6)  some  good  grayling  were  landed  with  Red 
'Tag  and  Green  Insect.  On  Monday  four  brace  of 
grayling  and  three  trout  were  taken  with  fly.  Fishing 
on  Tuesday,  sport  was  good  with  fly,  and  some  trout 
were  taken  with  worm.  The  prospects  for  sport  are 
now  good.  The  Ony,  Corve,  OIuq,  and  Ledwyche  are 
all  clear  and  in  order,  and  sport  good  in  them.— 
S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  in  good  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  and  a 
nice  height.  The  weather  has  been  favourable  for 
anglers  to  get  out,  and  the  cold  frosty  nights  and  foggy 
mornings  have  been  suitable  for  grayling,  and  they 
have  been  moving  well  at  fly.  A  fair  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out  and  have  used  Red  Tag,  Green 
Insect,  Willow,  Whirling  Blue,  August  and  September 
Duns  with  success,  and  some  good  sized  fish  have  been 
landed,  and  the  prospects  for  sport  are  now  good. 
Grasshopper  fishing  should  account  for  grayling  in 
the  morning. — Worcester. 

Wey  (Broadmeads  and  Send). — Water  on  the 
meads  is  still  low  and  bright,  but  better  above  the 
printing  works.  At  Send  and  Sutton  some  nice 
bream  have  been  had,  also  one  or  two  decent  pike. — 
W.  W. 

Witham,  etc.  (Slid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 

Fishing  is  rather  quiet  this  week  on  the  Witham, 
Local  holidays  have  kept  Yorkshiremen  at  home. 
Sport  has  been  fairly  good  considering  the  class  of 
weather  we  are  having.  Despite  the  lateness  of  the 
season  bream  fishing  is  still  pretty  good.  Boston  men 
got  fish  about  Anton  Gowts  scaling  5Jlb.  each, 
whilst  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  Grand  Sluice 
some  good  ones  also  came  to  hand.  Roach  fishers 
have  also  done  pretty  well  between  Bardney  and 
Langrick,  but  they  are  scarcely  feeding  co  well  as  at 
this  time  last  year.  Local  anglers  have  done  pretty 
well  among  perch  in  the  lower  lengths  between 
Langrick  and  Boston,  but  pike  have  run  rather  small. 
Sport  on  the  Bargate  drain  has  been  fairly  good,  par- 
ticularly near  Hospital  Bridge.  A  large  quantity  of 
roach  may  be  observed  in  these  waters.  Bream  have 
also  been  taken  from  Mount  Pleasant  drain,  particularly 
from  the  swims  about  the  islands.  There  has  also 
been  a  fair  sprinkling  of  tench  among  the  captures. — 
Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
have  been  in  good  order  for  fly  fishing  during  the  past 
week,  and  a  nice  lot  of  good  fish  have  been  taken. 
Those  who  have  been  plying  the  rod  on  the  Wye  have 
secured  very  nice  dishes  of  both  trout  and  grayling, 
chiefly  the  latter.  The  Apple  Green  is  a  good  fly  for 
this  river.  The  Derwent  at  Rowsley  has  aSorded 
good  sport.  Mr.  Mordle  fishing  this  river  on 
Friday  (Sept.  5)  obtained  five  and  a  half  brace, 
and  on  several  other  occasions  took  nice  baskets 
of  fish.  Other  anglers  in  the  locality  of  Mat- 
look  Bridge  have  taken  some  nice  fish,  also  the 
Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  portion 
of  the  Derwent,  as  several  members  have  landed 
mixed  baskets  of  some  very  good  fish.  The  prospect 
is  not  so  rosy  for  the  fly-man,  as  we  had  a  heavy 
downpour  of  rain  on  Wednesday  which  will  discolour 
the  water,  and  as  it  clear;i  good  sport  ought  to  be 
obtained  with  the  following  flies :  Ash  Dun,  Whirling 
Dun,  Red  Ant,  Red  and  Grey  Quills,  Grey  Palmer, 
and  Claret  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorks). — The  brilliant  weather  of  the  past  few  days 
has  been  against  fly  fishing  for  trout  and  grayling  in 
the  Yore,  and  only  very  moderate  dishes  have  been 
caught  between  Hawes  and  Ma  ham.  The  roach,  for 
some  reason  or  the  ether,  are  not  feeding  at  all  freely 
at  present.  A  few  pike  have  been  caught  with  the 
live  bait,  but  they  have  run  small.  Angling  in  the 
Swale  has  been  far  from  brisk,  although  a  few  anglers 
have  made  a  nice  catch  of  trout  and  grayling  in 
Bedale  Beck.  The  fly  fishers  on  the  Swale,  and  also  the 
Black  Ox  waters  of  Leeming  Beck,  have  made  fairly 
good  panniers  of  fish.  A  well-known  Northallerton 
angler  out  on  the  Swale  showed  a  grand  basket  of  gray- 
ling. Sergt.  Robson,  of  Kirbynioorside,  also  captured 
seven  brace  of  grayling  and  dace  in  the  :  ame  stream 
with  the  fly,  and  I  hear  some  very  fine  specimen 
roash  have  been  caught  at  Leeming  by  the  members 
of  the  Black  Ox  Club.  The  Wharfe  is  running  ex- 
tremely low  in  its  upper  reaches,  but  a  few  nice 
baskets  of  trout  and  grayling  have  been  got  at  Harden, 
Burnsall,  and  Appletreewick,  the  most  killing  ilies 
being  the  Poult  Bloa  (with  rusty  body).  Fog  Black, 
Miller's  Dark  Needle,  and  Carter  Piatt's  Copper.  Very 
few  rods  have  been  out  at  Bolton  Woods  or  Ilkley, 
and  the  few  fish  caught  have  either  been  taken  with 
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"up-stream  worm"  fishing  or  with  the  natural 
minnow  fished  on  "Ariel"  tackle.  Some  nice  mixed 
baskets  of  grayling,  roach,  dace,  etc.,  are  reported 
from  Wetherby,  Boston  Spa,  and  Newton  Kyme,  and  at 
Tadcaster  the  bottom  fishermen  have  caught  some  good 
baskets  of  roach  and  dace.  Sport  up  the  Nidd  has  been 
of  a  disappointing  character.  On  Monday  the 
members  of  the  Harrogate  Conservative  Angling 
Association  by  kind  invitation  visited  Captain 
Greenwood's  water  ;  the  best  basket  was  caught  by  Mr. 
RothweJl,  containing  eight  trout  and  one  grayling. 
The  Derwent  has  been  fairly  patronised,  although 
spoit  on  the  whole  has  been  quiet ;  a  few  specimen  fish 
have  been  caught,  and  Mr.  W.  Parker  sent  me  a  bream 
he  caught  on  Monday  at  Wressel  weighing  31b.  8oz. 
for  preservation.  All  the  Ryedale  streams  are  running 
low  and  clear,  but  my  correspondent  for  the  district 
says  sport  on  the  whole  has  been  fairly  good  in 
the  Severn  and  Hodge.  Messrs.  W.  Prank,  G.  L. 
Fletcher,  and  others  have  had  fine  sport  with  the  fly, 
baskets  of  seven  brace  not  being  uncommon  in  the 
first  named  stream.  A  lady  angler.  Miss  Wynne, 
has  had  excellent  sport  in  the  Dove  with  both  trout 
and  grayling,  her  best  fish  being  a  grayling  of  IJlb. 
The  Kibble  is  running  low,  and  customers  at  Giggles- 
wick,  Settle,  etc.,  tell  me  a  freshet  is  much  needed  to 
Improve  angling.  Several  club  competitions  have 
been  held.  The  Melbourne  (York)  Angling  Society 
had  their  final  for  the  season  at  Linton-on-Ouse  on 
Saturday.  Catches  light ;  Mr.  J.  Blanchard,  1st ;  Mr. 
A.  Lockwood,  2nd  ;  and  Mr.  E.  Taylor,  .3rd.  On 
Monday  all  the  members  of  Terry's  Angling  Club, 
with  two  exceptions,  who  took  part  in  the  last  match  1 
of  the  season  at  Wheldrake-on-Derwent,  caught  fish. 
Mr.  F.  Broughton,  Ist ;  Mr.  J.  Potty,  2nd  ;  and  Mr. 
M.  Kirk,  3rd.  Hot  sunshine  and  clear  water  were 
against  the  members  of  the  Clifton  Angling  Associa- 
tion (York)  at  Linton-on-Ouse  on  Monday.  A  few 
decent  roach  were  caught  by  Messrs.  Gowthorpe  (1st, 
41b.  .3oz.),  W.  Whiteley  (2nd,  31b.  14oz.),  and  D.  Lang- 
stafTe  (3rd,  21b.  14Joz.).  On  Saturday,  W.  I.ee,  of 
Sheffield,  was  successful  in  a  sweepstakes  on  the 
Chesterfield  and  Stockwith  Canal.— John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
I/eed.s. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnax:ea,lgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Iiairg,  N.B.) 

—For  the  paht  few  days  hotel  anglers  have  boon  having 
aatisfactory  .sport.  On  Sept.  Means.  Bubb  and 
Oftrrett  had,  in  a  few  hours'  angling,  nineteen  trout, 


61b.,  on  Loch  Boarlan ;  Messrs.  Sidgwick,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  twenty,  7Jlb. ;  Colonel  Sandford,  on  Cama, 
eight,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Sandford,  eight,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Drury, 
twelve,  4^1b.  ;  Mr.  Clarke,  ten,  41b. ;  and  Messrs. 
Anderson  and  Bonar,  twenty-eight,  111b.,  on  Loch 
Veyatie.  On  Sept.  4,  Mr.  Harry  Anderson  made  a 
basket  of  twenty-three  trout,  9Jlb.,  on  Loch  Boarlan  ; 
Rev.  Mr.  Bonar,  nineteen,  81b. ;  Messrs.  Sidgwick,  on 
Cama,  twenty-four,  7Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Bubb  and  Sander- 
son, 81b. ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sandford,  twenty-two, 
71b.,  on  Loch  Veyatie.  On  Sept.  5,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kirke,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  thirty-five,  lljlb. ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch  Urigill,  forty,  15 Jib. ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sandford,  on  Cama,  twenty-two,  111b.  ; 
Colonel  Sandford,  on  Veyatie,  eleven,  51b. ;  Mr.  Clarke, 
on  Loch  Urigill,  thirteen,  51b. ;  Mr.  Drury,  on  Cama, 
nine,  51b. ;  and  Messrs.  Sidgwick,  sixteen,  71b.  On 
Sept.  6,  Mr.  Harry  Anderson  got  ten  trout,  41b.,  on 
Loch  Cama  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirke,  twenty-two,  8Jlb.  ; 
Colonel  Sandford,  on  Boarlan,  seven,  31b. ;  Messrs. 
Sidgwick,  twelve,  51b.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sandford,  on 
Urigill,  fifty,  12Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Bubb,  thirty-six,  91b. 
— B. 

Border  Hak  and  Liddle.—  Since  the  rain  of  last 
week  angling  in  both  rivers  has  much  improved. 
Visitors  at  the  Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel,  Langholm, 
are  having  good  sport,  and  the  following  catches  have 
been  made :  Mr.  P.  Phayre  Loch  had  twelve  sea-trout 
and  one  herling  in  Liddle  water  with  fly  ;  Mr.  Talbot 
Hassell  caught  eight  sea-trout  and  two  herling  in 
Canonbie  water  of  the  Esk ;  Mr.  Welch  had  six 
herling  in  Langholm  water;  Mr.  Poster  caught  five  sea- 
trout  in  the  Liddle  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Bagshaw  creeled  forty- 
two  yellow;trout  in  Tarras  ;  and  on  Friday,  Mr.  Phayre 
Loch  killed  seventeen  herling  and  twenty-four  yellow 
trout  in  Liddle  with  fly.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Talbot  Has- 
sell had  three  herling  and  twelve  yellow  trout  in  Liddle 
water.  Rev.  Mr.  Bagshaw  had  twenty-eight  yellow 
trout  in  Tarras,  and  Mr.  Loch  three  sea-trout  in 
Liddle.  Fishing  in  the  Canonbie  division  of  the  Esk, 
Mr.  Elston  had  three  herling  and  several  yellow  trout, 
and  Mr.  Hassell  one  herling  and  two  sea-trout.  Not 
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a  bad  record  for  one  hotel,  and  of  course  Mr.  Douglas, 
the  worthy  proprieto  rof  the  well-known  hostelry,  is  in 
high  feather.  As  a  consequence  of  the  sweeping  gale 
and  heavy  rains  of  last  week  the  tide  in  the  Solway 
was  the  biggest  that  residents  in  the  district  can  recall, 
and  was  driven  up  the  Eden  as  far  as  Carlisle. 
Thirteen  fishing  and  other  boats  were  stated  to  be  in 
the  Pirth  during  the  storm.  There  has  been  a  spler^iid 
run  of  salmon  during  the  week  in  the  Solway,  and 
some  good  hauls  of  salmon  have  been  made  in  the 
poke  nets  and  also  in  the  haafa.  The  gale  of 
Wednesday  week  destroyed  many  of  the  stake  nets, 
and  the  salmon  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  poke  netters 
and  haafers.  Fishing  in  the  mid  reaches  of  the 
Liddle  Mr.  Joseph  Jardine,  Kershopefoot,  landed  a 
salmon  weighing  141b.  Mr.  Murray,  Whisgills,  had 
a  sea-trout  and  nine  herling  on  the  Cumberland  side 
of  the  Liddle,  opposite  Stonegarthside,  Nichol  Forest. 
Mr.  J.  Crozier  had  a  sea-trout  in  the  upper  reaches, 
and  Mr.  R.  Crozier,  Newcastleton,  caught  seven  herling 
and  a  sea-trout  in  the  association  water  of  the  Liddle. 
Mr.  Miller,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  caught  two  sea-trout 
and  seven  herling  in  the  Canonbie  water  of  the  Esk. 
Salmon  and  grilse  are  now  running  from  the  Solway, 
where  splendid  fish  of  201b.  to  301b.  are  being  caught. 
One  haafer  had  no  less  than  six  salmon  in  a  tide  in 
his  nets,  while  a  few  grilse  have  been  got.  In  the 
rivers  herling  still  form  the  main  staple  of  sport, 
and  seldom  has  there  been  a  belter  ran  of  these  fish. 
In  the  Canonbie  water  Mr.  P.  Little,  Canonbie,  had  a 
basket  of  herling  and  yellow  trout,  also  two  sea-trout; 
Mr.  Armstrong,  (rreenburn,  had  over  a  score  of 
herling;  Mr.  A.  Bell,  Canonbie,  creeled  a  dozen 
herling  and  a  like  number  of  yellow  trout  in  the  mid 
reaches  of  the  Esk ;  Mr.  S.  McKune  had  also  a  good 
basket  of  herling  and  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  A.  Porteous, 
Canonbie,  has  had  good  catches  of  herling  during  the 
week ;  Messrs.  W.  Riddle  and  D.  Murray,  Canonbie, 
have  done  equally  well ;  Mr.  R.  Steel,  Bowholm, 
caught  several  herling  and  two  sea-trou*; ;  Mr.  J. 
Johnstone  caught  a  dozen  herling  and  two 
S6a-trout  below  Canonbie  Bridge ;  Mr.  J.  Telford 
had  small  catches  of  herling  and  yellow  trout 
in  the  lower  stretches  of  the  Liddle.  In  the  same 
water  Mr.  J.  Cirruthers  had  eight  herling  and  two 
sea-trout,  while  Messrs.  Murray  and  Walker  have  had 
good  sport  in  the  upper  reaches.  A  gentleman  staying 
at  Newcastleton  h<ii  thirty-six  yellow  trout  in  Clerk 
Leap,  and  Mr.  J.  Foster  has  had  good  baskets  of  yellow 
trout  between  Copshawholm  and  Kershopefoot. 
Some  fairly  good  sport  has  been  had  in  the  Duke  of 
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Buccleuoh's  reserved  water  of  the  Esk.  A  good  many 
catches  of  herling  have  been  made  in  the  Metal  Bridge 
water,  and  good  baskets  are  being  got  in  the  Netherby 
water  leased  by  Mr.  William  Bell,  Graham  Arms, 
Longtown. — Gilnockie. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  weather  conditions 
were  not  of  the  best  during  the  past  week,  and  sport 
did  not  show  the  improvement  that  was  expected. 
There  is  a  good  appearance  of  fish  in  the  pools,  but 
shy  to  take.  During  the  day  there  is  brilliant  sun- 
shine, but  in  the  evening  it  turns  cold,  with  frost. 
There  was  a  heavy  rainfall  at  the  end  of  last  week, 
which  greatly  discoloured  the  water  and  somewhat 
put  it  out  of  angling  condition.  Except  in  the  upper 
sections,  where  a  few  fish  have  been  got,  very  little 
has  been  done  in  the  middle  or  lower  waters.  On 
Monday  (Sept.  8)  afternoon  the  King's  yacht,  Victcnia 
and  Albert,  passed  Banff  on  its  way  south.  The 
weather  was  clear,  and  an  excellent  view  of  the  yacht 
was  to  be  had  from  the  shore. — H.  W. 

Iioch.  Assynt  (Inchnadamph  Hotel,  Suther- 
land).— Fishing  from  the  above  hotel  the  following 
takes  were  had:— On  Aug.  29 — Colonel  AUenby  had 
three  grilse,  GJlb.,  Gib.,  61b  ,  and  one  salmon,  71b. ; 
Messrs.  Chance,  ten  trout,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Giilispie,  ten 
trout,  41b.  On  Sept.  2— Mr.  Mayo  and  Mr.  Giilispie 
had  twenty  trout,  81b.  On  Sept.  3 — Mr.  Best  had 
fifteen  trout,  81b.  On  Sept.  4 —Captain  Roy  had  two 
grilse,  4Jlb.  and  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Best,  eleven  trout,  61b. ; 
Mr.  Giilispie,  eleven  trout,  5Jlb.  On  Sept.  5 — Pro- 
fessor Brown  had  one  sea-trout,  41b. ;  Captain  Roy, 
four  grilse,  6Jlb.,  51b.,  4Jlb.,  3ilb.,  and  three  salmon, 
lOilb.,  9|lb.,  TJlb.  On  Sept.  6— Mr.  Giilispie,  two 
grilse,  5Jlb.  and  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Mayo,  two  grilse,  4ilb. 
and  411b. — W.  Wallace. 

Loch  Doon  (Dalmellingrton,  N.B.). — This  loch 
is  now  in  good  condition.  On  Sept.  6  the  St.  Mungo 
Angling  Club,  Glasgow,  held  a  competition,  when 
eight  members  turned  out.  They  had  fair  sport.  The 
first  prize  was  won  by  Mr.  Forrest  with  seventeen  nice 
trout.  Mr.  CV.  L.  Torrance  has  been  having  good  sport 
for  the  last  fortnight,  his  catches  averaging  eighteen 
trout  a  day — heaviest  IJlb.  On  Sept.  9,  Mr.  Houston, 
Paisley,  had  fifteen  good  trout.  A  number  of  other 
anglers  had  been  out  and  had  fair  sport.  The  season 
closes  here  on  Sept.  30,  and  upon  the  whole  it  has 
been  above  the  average. — Jas.  Macdonald. 

Loch  Leveu  (Kinross). — The  Loch  Leven  trouting 
season  closed  on  Wednesday  (Sept.  3)  with  the  most 
violent  gale  ever  experienced  by  any  of  the  boatmen  ; 
the  men  were  holding  their  annual  competition 
at  the  time  and  were  ^driven  ashore.  Seven  of  the 
boats  could  not  return  till  the  following  day.  The 
first  prize  was  awarded  to  Charles  Duncan,  who  had 
five  trout,  61b.  5oz. ;  second,  Andrew  Winton,  four 
trout,  41b.  8oz.  The  loch  is  being  kept  open 
this  year  for  pike  fishing.  Three  boats  have 
been  out  since  last  week  and  accounted  for  eight 
pike,  the  heaviest  being  one  of  7Jlb.  Though  in 
a  better  state  than  last  week  for  sport,  owing  to  the 
rainfall,  a  week's  heavy  rain  is  required  to  clear  the 
water  which  is  still  rather  green  from  the  American 
weed.  A  new  boat  is  being  built  to  replace  one  of  the 
old  boats  next  season. — B.  Laing. 

Ncrth-East  of  Scotland. — With  the  timely  and 
welcome  fill  of  last  week  the  rivers  and  streams  have 
been  put  in  first-class  order.  Fish  have  been  running 
up  freely  for  the  past  few  days,  and  are  being  got  here 
and  there  on  the  lower  reaches.  Anglers,  however, 
are  complaining  of  the  low  temperature  of  the  water 
for  the  season  of  the  year.  On  the  Mar  Lodge  section 
H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of  Fife  is  having  good  sport. 
The  Dee  at  Balmoral  ia  also  in  fine  fettle,  and  plenty 
of  fish  about.  The  Prince  of  Wales  has  had  consider- 
able sport  both  in  the  forest  and  on  the  water  since 
he  came  North,  and  is  dividing  his  time  between  the 
two.  Captain  Aldercorn  and  officers  of  the  Guard  of 
Honour  at  Ballater  have  the  run  of  the  Abergeldie 
reaches,  and  several  salmon  and  grilse  have  been  got, 
iu  addition  to  some  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout. 
On  the  mid-reaches,  fish  of  the  autumn  migration  are 
not  yet  up  in  numbers,  but  here  and  there  a  fresh  fish 
is  being  creeled,  and  in  a  day  or  two  sport  will  be  quite 
rife.  On  the  Crathes,  Drum  Park,  and  lower  waters 
sport  is  fairly  encouraging  chiefly  to  large  flies.  On 
Saturday,  Sept.  6,  Mr.  Harper,  Aberdeen,  creeled  a 
fine  fish  on  the  Cults  free  water  scaling  151b.,  while 
some  splendid  baskets  of  finnock  and  sea-trout  are 
also  being  made  daily.  On  the  Don  anglers  are 
looking  forward  to  a  good  back-end.  The  recent  flood 
brought  away  a  good  run  of  fish,  and  on  the  Grandholm, 
Pintry,  Parkhill,  Kintore,  and  Inverurie  sections  a 
good  few  have  been  got.  Ythan  and  Ugie. — The 
netting  closed  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  9,  and  now  that  the 
nets  are  off  salmon  angling  will  begin  in  earnest. 
Several  fine  baskets  of  finnock  and  sea-trout  are  being 
got  on  the  Ellon  waters,  and  fairly  good  sport  on  the 
lower  tidal  reaches.  On  Tuesday  the  King,  Queen, 
PiincesB  Victoria,  and  party  from  Balmoral  wore  out 
on  Loch  Muick  angling  for  brown  trout.  The  weather 
was  somewhat  dull,  and  sport  was  not  so  bright  as  it 
otherwise  would  have  been.  However,  the  conjoint 
biskct  was  a  good  one,  several  plumpers  of  Jib.  and  Jib. 
being  creeled.    The  trout  in  Loch  Muiok  do  not  run 


large,  the  average  being  from  4oz.  to  6oz. ;  but  they  are, 
however,  very  plentiful. — G.  M. 
Sconrie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 

The  severe  gales  of  last  week  have  made  the  baskets 
fewer  and  lighter  than  usual.  On  Sept.  4,  Colonel 
Heywood  and  Major  Jendwine,  Manchester,  got  three 
fine  sea-trout,  weighing  almost  IJlb.  each,  on  Duart- 
more  waters ;  Messrs.  Chapman,  Newcastle,  on  Loch 
Badnamoult,  three  of  lib.  each ;  and  Miss  Heywood, 
six  trout,  21b.  On  Sept.  5,  Colonel  Heywood  and 
party,  fishing  Duartmore  waters,  had  twenty-four 
trout,  101b.— B. 

Sonth  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  are  in 
moderate  order  after  the  floods  of  last  week,  but  trout 
have  not  been  rising  at  all  well  to  the  fly.    With  the 
full,  black  waters  a  number  of  salmon  have  been 
pushing  inland  this  week,  though  anglers  have  not 
made  a  beginning  with  the  salmon  fishing.    The  nets 
in  the  Solway  ceased  operations  last  night  (Tuesday), 
and  fish  have  now  a  free  run  to  the  rivers.  The 
prospects  for  the  back-end  rcdifishing  are  much  more 
promising  than  at  the  corresponding  date  last  year. 
For  about  a  week  the  show  of  salmon  in  the  nets  has 
been  a  capital  one,  and  the  fish  have  been  fully 
201b.  on  the  average,     I  have  never  before  seen 
such  splendid  salmon  in  September  as  during  the 
present  season.    The  sea-trout  in  the  rivers  are  getting 
pretty  dark  in  colour,  and  they  have  not  the  fine 
silvery  appearance  that  they  had  a  month  or  two  ago. 
The  condition  of  the  herling  is  good  in  the  lower 
reaches,  though  few  are  being  caught  by  the  rods.  In 
the  higher  stretches  the  herling  have  in  some  cases 
lost  their  bright  silvery  colour ;  yet  they  fight  well, 
and  afford  good  sport.    In  the  floods  last  week-end 
splendid  baskets  were  taken  of  sea-trout,  herling,  and 
yellow  trout,  and  nowhere  was  the  sport  so  good  as  in 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Dumfries  Nith  at  Thornhill. 
The  floods  that  overflowed  the  banks  of  the  rivers  on 
Wednesday  of  last  week  during  the  high  tide  wrought 
considerable  damage  in  the  way  of  destroying  many 
fine  herling  and  sea-trout,  besides  a  few  salmon  that 
had  become  land-locked  in  the  holms.    The  excess 
quantity  of  vegetable  matter  in  the  water  is  playing 
havoo  among  the  herling — they  are  noticed  to  be  sick 
and  swim  to  the  side  of  the  water  and  then  die.  It 
is  a  pity  the  bailiffs  were  not  instructed  to  net 
them  out  and  return  them  to  the  river,  where  they 
would  have  soon  recovered.    The  following  are  the 
reports  from  the  different  waters  :  The  Annan. — This 
river  has  been  running  pretty  full  up  till  Monday, 
when  the  water  began  to  fine  down  again.    In  the 
Mount  Annan  water  a  lady  angler  (Mrs.  Pasley-Dirom) 
has  commenced  her  sport  by  killing  a  pretty  grilse  of 
71b.     Mrs.   Dirom  hooked  and  landed  the  grilse 
herself.     It  was  taken  in  the  Back  of  the  Wood 
stream  with  a  Brown  Turkey  Fly.   Mr.  Alex.  Mackay, 
Leith,  and  Mr.  Thorburn,  of  the  School  House,  Bryde- 
kirk,  have  had  fair  sport  in  the  same  water,  chiefly 
with  worm  on  Stewart  tackle.    In  the  tidal  reaches 
Mr.  Wm.  Miller,  of  Glasgow,  had  some  fine  herling 
with  worm  bait.    He  took  a  dozen  on  Thursday  above 
the  town,  and  he  had  several  smaller  catches  at  other 
outings.    Mr.  W.  Wright  had  a  fine  herling  of  14oz. 
fresh  from  the  sea  on  Monday.    Mr.  J.  Roe  had  some 
nice  herling  in  Castlemilk  water,  and  several  other 
rods  on  Hoddom  water  had  moderate  sport.  Angling, 
however,  has  not  been  so  bright  for  a  few  days,  but 
it  will  likely  brighten   up  again  shortly.  There 
was  a  nice  run  of  salmon  at    the  end  of  the 
week,    and    I    hear    that    they  are  beginning  to 
show  themselves  in  the  middle  stretches.    In  the 
Annan  there  is  seldom  any  salmon  fishing  until 
well  on  the  end  of  September.     As  a  rule  anglers 
resort  to  the  salmon  fly  whenever  the  nets  in  the 
Solway  come  off.     The  Nith  — Splendid  sport  has 
been  obtained  in  the  Mid  Nithsdale  Association  waters 
at  Thornhill.    In  these  waters  herling  and  sea-trout 
are  plentiful,  and  during  .the  flood  of  last  week  the 
rods  had  grand  baskets  with  the  worm,  and  the 
minnow  afforded  good  sport  too.    Dumfries  anglers 
took  train  to  the  Ducal  village  and  with  a  long  stretch 
of  about  three  miles  of  water  to  fish  down  to  Closeburn 
there  was  plenty  of  room  for  all.    Mr.  James  McCaig, 
Thornhill,  had  a  basket  of  about  seventy  herling,  sea- 
trout  and  yellow  trout  at  one  outing  with  the 
worm  bait.    I  believe  his  catch  weighed  about  171b. 
Mr.  Robert  Thomson  had  a  catch  of  over  fifty  herling 
and  sea-trout.      Mr.  Paterson  had  over  forty,  Mr. 
Nelson  took  thirty,  and  many  others  had  fine  baskets, 
all  taken  with  the  worm  bait.    Mr.  W.  C.  Urquhart 
had  a  grand  basket  of  herling  and  sea-trout  which  he 
caught  with  the  minnow,  his  basket  at  one  outing 
weighing  over  20Ib.    Lower  down  the  river  fairly  good 
baskets  of  herling  and  sea-trout  were  taken  by  bait  fish- 
ing, and  the  minnow  accounted  for  some  good  trout  on 
the  day  following  the  flood.  Sport  is  very  quiet  this  week, 
and  there  is  not  likely  to  be  much  done  until  another 
rise  of  water.    The  Sanquhar  anglers  had  fairly  good 
baskets  last  week.    To-day  (Wednesday,  Sept.  10)  the 
water  is  very  clear  and  in  fair  order  for  the  fly  for 
trout.    Yellow  trout  fishing  in  Mid  Nithsdale  closed 
on  Tuesday.    Tub  Galloway  Rivers. — These  rivers 
are  in  fair  order  at  the  time  of  writing,  but  they  will 
be  low  and  clear  by  the  end  of  tho  week  if  no  more 


rain  falls.  Some  good  baskets  of  herling  and  sea-trout 
were  caught  in  the  Fleet  by  Gatehouse  anglers  last 
week.  Most  of  the  sport  was  however  had  with  the 
worm  bait.  A  few  salmon  are  now  ascending  both  the 
Fleet  and  the  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee,  and  given  favour- 
able waters  good  sport  is  looked  forward  to  this  back-end. 
Ayebhire  Rivers  and  Lochs. — These  rivers  have 
been  in  fair  order,  though  trout  fishing  has  been 
somewhat  disappointing  this  week.  There  was  better 
baskets  from  the  middle  to  the  end  of  last  week. 
Yellow  trout  are  showing  signs  of  falling  off  in  con- 
dition in  the  lochs,  and  they  are  not  rising  so  freely 
at  present  to  the  fly.  The  season  for  the  trout  closes 
at  the  end  of  the  month.  On  the  rivers  local  rods 
have  had  fair  sport  on  occasional  days.  A  few  salmon 
are  ascending  the  Girvan,  but  I  do  not  hear  of  much 
sport  as  yet.  On  the  Garnoch  of  Kilbirnie  local  rods 
have  had  a  few  trout.  Angling  is  very  quiet  on  the 
other  Ayrshire  streams  this  week. — Heathkbhell. 

Tay. — The  river  Tay  came  out  about  five  feet  last 
week  and  enabled  a  large  number  of  fine  fish  to 
ascend.  About  Stanley  the  river  is  teeming  with  fish. 
On  Friday  (Sept.  5)  the  river  came  into  good  ply,  and 
fine  sport  has  been  got.  Very  much  better  sport 
would  have  been  got  had  the  weather  been  more  suit- 
able. On  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Monday  the  sky  was 
cloudless,  with  the  result  that  fish  came  rather  short. 
One  first-rate  angler  booked  seventeen  fish  but  was 
only  successful  in  landing  one ;  another  angler  hooked 
ten  fish  but  only  landed  one.  The  river  is,  at 
present,  in  good  order,  and  fish  are  more  plentiful 
than  they  have  been  for  years.  The  following 
is  a  note  of  the  takes  got  on  the  principal  beats : 
ISLAMOUTH  Beat. — Fishing  this  water  on  Sept.  5, 
Lord  Blythswood  landed  one  salmon  of  171b.  and  a 
grilse  of  121b. ;  and  Mr.  Asquith,  one  grilse  of  121b, 
On  Sept.  8,  Lord  Blythswood  killed  one  fish  of  IGlb. 
and  two  grilse  of  Sib.  and  71b.  ;  and  Mr.  Paget,  one 
grilse  of  81b.  Upper  Cargill  and  Ballathie. — Mr. 
D.  W.  Clarke,  fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  4,  caught  one 
grilse  of  101b.  On  Sept.  5,  Sir  John  Wolfe  Barry  had 
two  gril.se  of  61b.  and  91b.  On  Sept.  6,  Mr.  Moon,  jun  , 
caught  one  salmon  of  171b.  and  one  grilse  of  111b. 
On  Sept.  8,  Sir  John  W.  Barry  landed  two  grilse  of  7Jlb. 
and  91b.  Lower  Cargill  and  Ballathie. — Fishing 
this  water  on  Sept.  4,  Lord  Blythswood  captured  one 
fish  of  151b. ;  on  Sept.  6,  Sir  John  Wolfe  Barry  landed 
one  salmon  of  171b.  and  five  grilse  of  91b.,  91b.,  8Ib., 
71b.  and  61b. ;  on  Sept.  8,  Mr.  Moon  killed  two  salmon 
of  161b.  and  171b.  and  one  grilse  of  7Ib. ;  and  on  Sept. 
9,  Sir  John  Wolfe  Barry  had  one  salmon  of  161b.  and 
one  grilse  of  7^1b.  Upper  Stobhall.— Mr.  Archd. 
Coats'  party,  fishing  this  stretch  on  Sept.  5,  killed  one 
grilse  of  61b.,  and  on  Sept.  8  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats  and 
party  had  two  grilse  of  61b.  and  71b.  Lower 
Stobhall. —  Pishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  6,  Mr. 
P.  M.  Coats  landed  one  grilse  of  71b  and  two 
sea-trout.  On  Sept.  9.,  Mr,  P.  M.  Coats  and 
party  landed  three  grilse  of  6Jlb.,  71b.,  and  81b. 
Burnmouth. — Mr.  A.  N.  Clarke,  fishing  this  beat  on 
Sept.  6,  landed  two  grilse  of  101b.  and  71b.,  and  on 
Sept.  9  Mr.  Richardson  had  one  grilse  of  71b.  Burn- 
mouth  Stobhall. — Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff  and  Mr.  Montague 
fished  this  water  on  Sept.  5,  their  catch  being  two 
sea-trout.  Catholes. — Fishing  this  water  on  Sept.  5, 
Mr.  Cohen  landed  one  grilse  of  9Jlb.  Upper  Stanley. 
— Mr.  M.  T.  Martin,  fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  6, 
caught  two  grilse  of  7Jlb.  each ;  and  on  Sept.  9, 
two  salmon  of  211b.  and  151b.,  and  one  grilse  of 
51b.  Lower  Stanley.  —  Fishing  this  stretch  on 
Sept.  5,  Mr.  M.  T.  Martin  landed  one  salmon  of  191b. 
and  one  grilse  of  9Jlb.,  and  from  the  second  boat 
Mrs.  M.  T.  Martin  killed  two  grilse  of  101b.  each,  and 
on  Sept.  8  Mr.  M.  T.  Martin  caught  one  salmon  of 
22lb.  and  three  grilse  of  81b. ,  81b.,  and  111b.  Bbnchill. 
— Mr.  Neilson,  junr.,  Kinloch  Meigle,  fishing  this 
stretch  on  Sept.  6,  landed  one  grilse  of  51b.  Upper  Red- 
gorton. — Mr.  Wood  and  Mr.  Carr,  fishing  this  water 
on  Sept.  6,  had  five  grilse  of  81b.,  81b.,  71b.,  61b.,  and  61b. 
and  on  Sept.  6  Miss  Coats  and  Miss  Meggs  landed  one 
salmon  of  201b.  and  two  grilse  of  ^lljlb.  and  7Jlb. 
Lower  Redgohton. — Mr.  Archd.  Coats  and  Mr,  P,  D. 
Malloch,  fishing  this  stretch  on  Sept,  5,  landed  three 
grilse  of  111b.,  61b.,  and  71b.,  and  from  the  second  boat 
Miss  Coats  and  Miss  Meggs  killed  one  grilse  of  9Jlb. ; 
on  Sept.  8  Mr.  W.  H.  Coats  killed  one  grilse  of  61b., 
and  from  the  other  boat  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Murray  had 
two  grilse  of  61b.  and  8Jlb.  Bertha. — Fishing  this 
beat  on  Sept.  6  Mr.  John  A.  Dewar,  M.P.,  killed  three 
grilse  of  111b.,  81b.,  and  61b.— A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Bivers. — 
The  rivers  still  keep  very  low  and  the  beds  of  them 
very  foul,  the  consequence  being  that  angling  is  very 
poor  indeed.  The  net  fishing  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Tweed  was  remarkable  for  large  catches  towards 
the  end  of  last  week  and  fish  of  large  size.  These 
indicate  the  presence  of  a  large  number  of  salmon  in 
the  bay,  ready  to  ascend  the  river  at  the  first 
opportunity,  and  as  the  nets  gj  off  on  Saturday  first, 
prospects  for  the  rod  fishing  are  very  encouraging  in- 
deed. A  few  fish  managed  to  get  through  during  the 
recent  week-end  rises,  and  several  have  been  got  in 
some  of  the  reaches  below  and  above  Kelso.  On 
Friday  last,  Mr.  Scott  Makdougall,  on  his  Makerstouq 
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water,  had  one  salmon  of  161b.  and  on  the  following 
day  one  of  171b.  At.  Birgham  on  Saturday  Mr. 
Forrest  Kelso  had  two  small  salmon. — Maxwheel. 

Tyne  (Ifortli  and  South)  and  Neighbouring^ 
Rivers.— A  slight  colour  was  in  the  Tyne  last  Tuesday 
which  improved  the  fishing,  and  sport  has  been  very 
good.  A  fine  salmon  was  landed  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Obingham  last  Monday  weighing  281b.  This  is  the 
third  salmon  I  have  heard  of  being  taken  with  the  rod 
within  the  last  fortnight.  There  are  a  good  lot  of 
salmon  up  both  North  and  South  Tyne,  which,  I  trust, 
will  give  good  sport.  Mr.  Young  had  a  nice  basket  of 
eleven  trout  on  Monday  last  from  the  Coquet. — Hy. 
'  A.  MuBTON,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Balljmahiucli  Fishery  (Galway).— Unfavourable 
weather  for  fishing  ;  east  and  north-east  winds  with 
bright  days,  and  fog  keeping  very  low  on  the  Maam- 
Turc  Hills  and  the  Twelve  Pins,  which  always 
generally  keep  the  fish  from  rising.  During  the 
week  Mr.  C.  P.  Foster  secured  nineteen  white- 
trout  ;  Mr.  J.  Foster,  twenty ;  Mr.  \Y.  Pearson, 
thirty-four  (one  of  them  the  largest  white- 
trout  killed  this  season  (5Jlb.) ;  Mr.  J.  Heygate, 
forty-one ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  E.  Lloyd,  forty-eight ; 
Mr.  W.  W.  Wickham,  fourteen ;  Dr.  Fenton,  twenty- 
eight  and  one  peal  (61b.) ;  Mr.  H.  A.  Ritchie,  twenty- 
one  ;  Major  Maude,  twenty-one ;  Mr.  A.  H.  Porter, 

I  seven  (for  one  day)  and  one  brown-trout  (71b.)  caught 
on  the  fly.    Total  for  week,  253  white-trout  and  one 

I    salmon  (61b.). — Jim. 

Belfast  and  District.—  The  local  rivers  are  in  good 

;    order  after  the  tremendous  floods,   which  turned 

I  Belfast  into  an  Irish  Venice  last  week.  Whilst  the 
Clady,  Glenavy,  Crumlen,  etc  ,  wera  falling  good  takes 

I  of  trout  were  made  by  bait  fishers,  but  the  flax- water  is 
again  into  them.  The  Grossgar  is  just  getting  into  order 
for  fly  fishing.  The  Lagan  is  dirty  yet  and  little  has  been 
done  on  it.  Some  white  trout  are  on  the  lower 
reaches  and  also  in  Kilroot  river.  Trout  fishing  on 
the  dams  is  of  a  poor  character.    On  Sept.  5  your 

i    correspondent  got  a  brace  of  Jib.  and  |lb.  on  Upper 

1  Woodburn  Dam  on  the  Zulu  and  Wiokham's  Fancy. 
This  season  angling  has  been  indifferent  on  the  dams, 
for  which  eighty  anglers  took  out  licences. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).— On  Ballynaroon,  Mr. 
Gordon  Kenyon,  one  grils",  51b. ;  on  BaUyduff,  Com- 
mander Steward,  R.N.,  *-wo  grilse,  51b.  and  71b. ;  on 
MocoUop,  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  one  salmon,  91b.,  and  two 
grilse,  61b.  and  71b. ;  on  Careysville,  some  good  fish 
were  also  taken.  River  in  excellent  order,  and  plenty 
of  fish. 

Bast  Tyrone  Rivers.— Last  week  all  the  streams 
of  this  district  were  swept  by  a  heavy  flood,  which 
took  away  the  flax- water  ;  but  unfortunately  there  is 
"  more  to  follow,"  and  there  will  be  little  sport  for 
another  week.  The  Ballinderry  closes  on  Sept  30.— 
y  J.A.B. 

}.      Erne    (Ballyshannon    and    Belleek).  —  The 

weather  was  very  unsettled  during  the  past  week. 
Heavy  rain  fell  at  intervals  which  caused  the  river  to 
rise  considerably  again,  yet  at  time  of  writing  the 
river  is  in  nice  fishing  order,  but  the  salmon  in  the 
pools  are  keeping  sulky.  During  the  past  week,  Mr. 
Church  landed  three  salmon  of  1.51b.,  81b.,  and  61b. 
Dr.  Cunningham,  landed  one  of  81b.,  and  Captain 
Cliff,  one  ol  241b.  At  time  of  writing  the  weather  is 
changeable.  -M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

lien  River  (co.  Cork).— Sea-trout  and  salmon 
fishing  haii  been  well  up  to  the  average  during  the  past 
week.  The  sea-trout  are  running  in  great  numbers, 
and  of  good  average  size. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Longli  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
The  weather  continues  bright  and  sultry  and  sport  is 
still  backward  in  consequence  on  Lough  Currane.  On  a 
few  evenings  however  some  fair  sport  was  had  at  sea  and 
brown  trout,  but  nothing  was  done  among  salmon.  On 
the  upper  lakes'sport  was  generally  of  a  good  description 
On  days  that  were  any  way  favourable.  On  one  day  Mr. 
Connell  and  friend  had  a  dozen  sea  and  forty  brown 
trout.  Other  good  takes  were  also  had.  Nothing 
doing  worth  recording  on  the  Cummeragh  and  Inny 
owing  to  low  waters.    At  time  of  writing  a  change 


appears  to  be  near,  and  the  prospects  for  all  waters 
are  improved. — T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur).— Fishing 
above  waters  from  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur, 
continues  good,  several  beautiful  trout  ranging  from 
41b.  to  GJlb.  have  been  landed  since  last  report.  Mr. 
Smith  has  caught  the  largest  pike  of  the  week,  a 
29-pounder,  which  has  been  sent  to  Cooper,  naturalist, 
London,  for  preservation. — J.  A  J. 

Lough  Melvin. — Fair  trouting  was  obtained  by 
the  anglers  out  during  the  past  week,  the  water  having 
risen  almost  two  feet  in  the  lake.  Mr.  Paterson  and 
Dr.  Whiteford,  junr.,  landed  113  trout,  many  fine 
gillaroo  trout  amongst  them  of  lib.,  IJlb.,  and  21b. 
each,  and  two  beautiful  brown-trout  of  51b.  and  91b. ; 
the  latter  two  trout  were  caught  (trolling)  with 
artificial  bait.  Numerous  baskets  of  trout  were  also 
taken  by  other  anglers  during  the  past  week,  con- 
taining from  five  to  seventeen  fish,  the  trout  ranging 
in  weight  from  Jib.  to  IJlb.  and  21b. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Mourne  (Newtown stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— The 

Mourne  is  running  down  clear  after  the  floods,  and  it 
could  do  with  another  rise  of  water.  Since  last  report 
the  following  fish  were  killed: — Mr.  Jack  La,wrence, 
two  salmon,  7lb.  and  81b.,  and  one  brown  tr-  ufc  41b  — 
the  heaviest  killed  this  season  ;  Mr.  May,  one  salmon, 
Sib. ;  Mr.  Kellsall,  two  salmon,  81b.  and  121b.  The 
Glenelly,  Derg,  Finn,  etc.,  are  running  down,  and  on 
all  these  salmon  and  trout  fishing  are  dull.  The 
season  terminates  on  Oct.  10. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
IlXayo). — The  past  week  was  not  in  favour  of  the 
angler.  Mr.  Scroop  caught  two  grilse,  131b. ;  Mr. 
Timblin,  two  grilse,  12|lb. ;  Mr.  Perkins,  two  grilse, 
111b. ;  Mr.  Stokes,  three  grilse,  191b. ;  Mr.  Pearson, 
one  grilse,  61b.  Sea-trout  anglers  on  some  days  did 
fairly  well ;  best  take  for  one  rod  in  one  day,  thirteen, 
lO.Jlb.  Mr.  Beete  and  friend  on  Sept.  4  killed,  on 
Lough  Talt,  ninety  trout.  Sport  on  Conn  and  Cullen 
on  some  days  fair.  Mr.  Warne  caught  a  pike  of  ISJlb., 
and  Master  R.  S.  Read  (age  thirteen)  hooked  a  pike  of 
221b.,  and  after  close  on  an  hour's  play  landed  him. — 
Pat  Hearnbs. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).  —  Angling  for 
white  trout  on  the  lakes  of  the  Rosses  was  not  so 
good  in  the  past  week  as  the  weather  conditions  were 
unfavourable.  At  present  a  run  of  large  white  trout 
is  passing  up  the  Crolly  to  the  lakes.  Amongst  the 
takes  of  the  week  Sir  Arthur  Hort  killed  seven  white 
trout  on  Dungloe  Lake,  Rev.  Mr.  Percival  six,  and 
Dr.  Simpson  eight. — J.  A,  B. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (IMCullingar). — There  has  been 
some  very  fair  sport  on  these  lakes  during  the  past 
four  or  five  weeks,  and  probably  it  will  continue  so  to 
the  end  of  September,  when  the  close  season  begins. 
The  trout  all  ranged  from  31b.  to  61b.  each,  and  were 
generally  obtained  by  trolling  minnow  and  other 
small  bait,  principally  on  Lough  Otvel.  At  the 
same  time  very  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  the 
fishing  is  chiefly  followed  by  the  profejs^ional 
boatmen.  I  have  seen  many  really  splendid  trout 
taken  in  this  way.  The  fport  among  the  pike  was 
also  of  a  very  enjoyable  kind,  and  both  trout  and 
pike  are  in  excellent  condition.  The  gun  has  tempted 
a  good  many  of  tbe  more  seasoned  sportsmea  to  put 
the  rod  aside,  and  to  take  to  the  moors  and  marshes. 
— T.  J.  W. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  continues  good.  Large 
numbers  of  bream,  Fcad,  mackerel  and  pollack  have 
b^en  had  during  the  week,  fresh  mackerel  proving  an 
excellent  lure.    Some  bass  have  been  taken. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — Sport  has  been  good  in  all  depart- 
ments, especially  in  the  late  evenings.  As  long  as 
the  weather  holds  favourable  good  sport  is  expected  to 
last  and  to  even  improve  according  as  the  season 
advances.  All  fish  usually  taken  here  are  very 
numerous. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. — We  have  had  calm  seas  and  westerly 
breezes  for  some  days  past.  On  Sept.  7  the  sea  was  as 
calm  as  a  lake,  and  some  twenty  or  thirty  boats  were 
off  over  the  Black  Rock,  Hospital,  and  other  grounds. 
Catches  of  whiting,  pout,  flat-fish,  etc.  At  time  of 
writing,  Sept.  10,  we  are  having  a  second  summer,  and 
Eea  like  a  millpond. — H. 

Deal, — The  end  of  last  weeek  the  weather  was  all 
that  one  required,  which  brought  down  quite  a  con- 
tingent of  anglers,  and  some  good  sport  was  obtained. 
Mr.  Duchesne  put  out  on  Sept.  7  and  returned  with 
twenty-five  codling  (one  of  5lb.  and  one  of  71b.)  and 
forty  la'ge  rock  pouting,  while  other  boats  obtained 
good  takes.  On  8th,  Messrs.  Morley  and  R.  S  Fretwell 
caught  301b.  of  cod  ing  and  pouting,  thirty-three  in 
number ;  Boatman  Arundal  S'ltton,  one  cod,  81b. ; 
Mr.  Hartridge,  with  G.  Ashington,  boatman,  landed 
with  a  splendid  take  of  good  codling  and  large  rock 
pouting,  while  Mr.  Dunn  and  others  have  been  fairly 
in  the  swim.  Sept.  9,  wind  easterly,  looking  rather 
gloomy,  not  many  boats  out.  Sept.  10,  easterly,  light. 
A  few  boats  put  out  jn  the  vicinity  of  St.  Margaret's 


Bay  and  returned  with  very  nice  takes  of  codling, 
while  other  boats  fished  in  the  vicinity  of  Pegwell 
Bay  and  returned  with  fair  takes  of  whiting  and  flat 
fish.  With  open  weather  and  next  spring  tides  I 
anticipate  even  better  sport. — Edwaed  Hangee,  Agent 
B.S.A.S.,  Napier,  Beach-street. 

Deal  (the  Pier).— On  Friday,  Sept.  5,  Mr.  B.  H. 
Seymour's  4  Jib.  lobster  formed  the  most  notable  catch 
of  the  day.  Mr.  Foster  taking  a  2lb.  plaice  and  others, 
and  Mrs.  Hutchings  making  a  good  mixed  bag.  On 
Sept.  G,  everyone  did  well  among  the  codlings  during 
early  morning  hours,  Mr.  Geo.  Smith  heading  the  list 
with  a  bag  of  fifteen,  and  Mr.  Aitchison  taking  the 
largest  fish — a  31b.  codling.  Sept.  7  saw  a  great 
number  of  anglers  in  position,  but  matters  ruled  very 
slow  throughout  the  day,  though  very  small  pouting 
were  much  in  evidence.  Mr.  Holmes  landed  a  plaice 
of  l|lb.,  and  Mr.  Ackhurst  a  2Jlb.  lobster,  but  several 
visiting  anglers  failed  to  creel  anything  sizeable. 
Little  was  done  during  the  early  hours  of  Sept.  8,  but  in 
the  forenoon  Mrs.  Hussey  succeeded  in  obtaining 
thirteen  nice  fish  to  her  own  rod,  the  best  catch  of  the 
day.  Tuesday  witnessed  some  improvement,  though 
most  of  the  fish  taken  were  small,  the  only  good  fish — 
a  3Jlb.  codling — falling  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Geo.  Savill. 
Mr.  R.  Richardson  had  all  the  luck  on  Wednesday, 
securing  eight  nice  codling  before  breakfast,  the 
largest  fish  turning  the  scale  at  3|lb.  Mr.  Walter 
Gladwin  has  met  with  fair  success  among  the  pollack 
lately,  but  the  general  run  of  fish  has  been  small,  his 
best  specimen  only  reaching  31b.  The  water  remains 
in  good  condition  and  sport  should  soon  prove  more 
productive. — J.  Riohaedson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Fowey  (Cornwall). — Boat  anglers  are  having  good 
sport  with  pollack,  and  of  large  size,  also  with  bream 
and  bass.  Fishing  in  the  harbour  is  also  fairly  good — 
small  mackerel,  bass,  etc.  Fowey  is  now  very  full  of 
visitor.^,  and  we  are  having  very  fine  weather. — H. 

Hastings  and  St  Leonards. — A  few  dabs  and 
weevers  have  been  cjught  during  the  week.  Wind, 
north-east,  water  clear. — A. 

Penzance.  —  Pier  anglers  are  having  fairly  good 
sport.  Boat  anglers  are  having  excellent  sport  in  the 
bay  with  mackerel,  bream,  chad,  and  pollack. — H. 

Plymouth. — Mackerel  in  the  sound,  mackerel  in 
the  bay,  mackerel  in  Millbay,  in  fact  mackerel  every- 
where. They  can  be  caught  on  the  ground  at  Jenni- 
cliffe  Bay  and  other  parts  of  the  sound  and  large 
numbers  have  been  taken  from  the  piers  at  Millbay. 
The  spinner  takes  them  readily  whiffing,  in  the  offing 
almost  anywhere,  especially  in  Whitsand  Bay  and  off 
Penlee  Point.  A  steam  launch  yesterday  caught 
twelve  dozen  in  a  few  hours,  beating  the  sailing  boats, 
because  there  was  not  enough  wind ;  they  also  had 
eight  dozen  pollack.  This  was  a  good  day's  work. 
Bass  are  plentiful  at  the  back  of  the  island,  casting 
with  the  rod  a  la  salmon  style,  and  good  sport  they 
give.  Pollack  can  be  had  at  the  East  Winter  Buoy — 
at  dusk  is  the  best  time  for  them,  using  the  Black 
Challenger  or  Sand  Eel — some  fine  ones  being  caught 
last  week.  From  Scilly  I  hear  good  reports  Mr,  Geen 
and  his  two  sons,  staying  at  Holgate's  Hotel,  St.  Mary's, 
for  nine  days,  have  landed  large  catches  of  pallaok  and 
mackerel,  the  average  being  about  sixty  to  seventy  fish 
per  day,  the  pollack  weighing  up  to  14flb.,  with  an 
average  of  71b.  ;  on  Sept.  4.  they  landed  forty-nine 
pollack  and  thir<-.y  mackerel.  There  is  plenty  of  pier 
fishing  now  for  those  who  do  not  like  the  boat. — 
William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S  ). 

Ramsgate. — Pishing  from  the  boats  has  improved 
considerably  this  week,  flat-fish,  codling,  and  whiting 
being  plentiful,  all  the  flat-fish  taken  have  been  in 
splendid  condition,  and  above  average  for  size.  Fishing 
from  the  piers  and  harbour  still  remains  poor,  the  fine 
weather  of  the  past  week  should  materially  help  the 
fish  to  come  inshore.  Wind,  easterly,  somewhat 
ttrong. — Gbey  Mullet. 

Scarborough. — Any  amount  of  mackerel  in  the 
bay,  and  grand  sport  they  are  giving  to  boat  anglers 
and  rod  fishermen  with  fine  tackle.  Silver  whiting 
and  gurnard  very  abundant,  and  pier  anglers  are  also 
having  excellent  sport.  Fish  abound,  and  the  harbour 
and  bay  are  well  ground-baited  with  herring  refuse. 
— H. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigan). — Plenty  of  good 
water  in  the  river,  and  salmon  very  plentiful.  Trout 
fishing  fairly  good  and  good  c-atohes  made  last  week. 
At  time  of  writing  (Sept.  9)  prospects  good. — H. 

Valentia. — Sport  has  been  of  a  good  description 
with  various  fish,  principally  pollack,  bream,  scad, 
and  whiting.  Sport  is  likely  to  continue  good  as  long 
as  the  weather  holds  favourable.  — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville. — Very  fine  sport  is  now  being  had  here 
with  pollack,  whiting,  bream,  mackerel,  scad,  etc. 
The  best  sport  has  been  had  in  the  late  evenings. 
Weather  just  the  thing,  but  too  bright  at  times. 
Prospects  good  for  the  next  few  days. — "T.  J.  D. 

Wejrmouth. — We  have  been  having  better  fishing 
here  during  the  past  week.  In  the  bay  large  quan- 
tities of  mackerel  have  been  taken  both  by  net  and 
hook  and  line.  Some  very  fine  congers  and  bass 
have  also  been  had.  Large  catches  of  mackerel  are 
reported  from  Wyke,  Crickwell  and  West  Bay.  Two 
very  nice  bass,  one  of  9lbs.  and  one  of  81bs.  were  taken 
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at  Ferry  Bridge.  Mr.  Wallis,  angling  in  the  harbour, 
took  a  nice  bass  of  81bs.  There  are  large  quantities  of 
pollack,  bass,  and  mullet  in  the  harbour,  but  are  diffi- 
cult to  catch,  there  is  so  much  bait  about.  On 
Wednesday,  Sept.  3,  the  members  of  the  local  angling 
association  had  a  fishing  excursion,  but  on  account  of 
the  roughness  of  the  weather  only  two  boats  put  out, 
and  they  accounted  for  a  good  few  mackerel.  The 
weather  is  fine,  with  wind  from  E.    Sea  choppy. — 

A.  G.  ROWELL. 


JlssociaHons 

(Sfboial  Mbetinqb). 


A.NGLEBS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  Sept.  15,  at  8  p.m. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Beitish  Sea-Anglees'  Society — 

Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  was  in  the  ohair  on  Wednes- 
day at  their  Fetter-lane  rooms.  Reports  from 
agents  and  members  at  the  various  stations  were 
read  and  discussed,  and  members'  fishing  experiences 
exchanged.  The  arrangements  for  the  Society's 
competition  at  Deal  in  November  were  the  subject  of 
conversation.  Mr.  Wheeler,  who  had  been  fishing 
at  Penzance  with  Mr.  Bates,  remarked  upon  the 
great  variety  of  fish  caught  there,  and  read  a  list  of 
twenty-three  known  varieties,  and  added  a  small 
black  fish — unknown.  The  chairman  announced 
that  there  would  be  meetings  on  the  17th  and  24th, 
and  that  on  October  1  the  formal  opening  of  head- 
quarters and  the  presentation  of  the  "  Sarcelle  "  cup 
and  prize  medals  for  specimen  fish  1901-2  competi- 
tion would  take  place. 

City  of  London  Piscatobial  Society — 

Mr.  C.  E.  Fosbrooke  presided  at  the  meeting  on 
Tuesday  last,  when,  notwithstanding  several  fishing 
reports  from  members  (including  Messrs.  Beamont, 
Gilbert,  Hurren,  and  Taylor),  it  was  announced  that 
the  silver  medal  for  roach  taken  that  day  could  not 
be  awarded,  as  the  fish  reported  did  not  conform  to 
the  conditions  of  the  competition.  However,  Mr. 
Taylor's  exhibit  contained  several  very  nice  fish,  espe- 
cially perch,  and  at  least  one  very  fine  roach,  the  rest 
not  being  up  to  the  same  high  standard.  Four  books 
on  various  branches  of  angling  (by  Bickerdyke  and 
Lambton  Young)  were  presented  to  the  library  by 
Messrs.  Bentley  and  Dryden,  who  were  duly  thanked. 
A  new  member  was  proposed,  ballot  to  take  place  in 
a  fortnight.  The  medal  for  roach  will  still  remain 
open  for  competition,  on  conditions  to  be  announced 
later.  The  usual  toast  and  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman  concluded  the  proceedings. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gbbsham  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  H.  M.  Baker  presided  at  a  good  attendance 
of  members  on  Tuesday  evening  last.  On  the 
reports  of  recent  fishing  experiences  being  taken,  as 
usual,  a  very  large  number  of  those  present  had  been 
out,  but  this  week  there  was  a  most  exceptional 
number  of  blanks.  More  interest  is  beginning  to  be 
taken  in  sea-fishing.  Mr.  S.  J.  Saunders,  a  number 
of  roach,  largest  lib.  3oz.  Mr.  Riches,  fishing 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Broads,  had  perch 
up  to  21b.  weight,  and  a  number  of  good  bags 
of  roach.  Mr.  J.  R.  Brown  also  had  some  roach 
in  the  same  district,  and  one  dozen  perch  from  the 
society's  water  at  Kelvedon.  Mr.  Hay  ward  had  roach 
from  Kelvedon.  Mr.  Baker  enjoyed  some  very  good 
trout  fishing  when  away  on  a  holiday  in  the  north 
of  England,  but  the  fish  ran  very  small.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Saunders  reported  taking  rudd  and  other  coarse  fish 
in  Bedfordshire.  Mr.  Bldred,  a  15in.  trout  from 
Chesham  ;  Mr.  Gill,  three  trout  at  Chesham ;  several 
other  members,  roach  with  the  fly  there. — J.  H. 
Walker,  Hon.  Sec,  Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate- 
street. 

HiGHBDBY  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  presided  over  our  meeting  on 
Sept.  10.  After  the  routine  business  had  been 
disposed  of  fishing  experiences  were  called  for,  but 
proved  rather  scanty.  Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood  and  Mr. 
G.  Parsons  had  visited  our  Barford  fishery,  but 
found  the  weeds  very  troublesome.  Owing  to  this 
Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  a 
grand  pike,  well  over  201b.  ;  he  captured  some  nice 
roach  up  to  IJlb.  Mr.  G.  Parsons  took  pike  up  to 
71b.  and  roach  up  to  lib.  9Joz.  Mr.  H.  Dunn  has 
taken  chub  and  dace  on  the  fly.  Mr.  G.  Rayner  and 
Mr.  G.  Westrup  had  perch  from  the  Lea.  Mr. 
Baker  in  one  day  had  twenty-one  chub,  average 
2Jlb.  Members  are  particularly  reminded  to  attend 
the  general  meeting  next  Wednesday. — G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society — 

Major  Graliam  Gordon,  whom  the  members  con- 
gratulated on  being  amongst  them  again  after  his 
severe  illness,  presided  over  Monday's  meeting, 
there  being  a  good  attendance.  Holiday  experiences 
formed  the  chief  feature  of  the  angling  reports.  Mr. 


Frank  Ward  narrated  his  doings  amongst  the  big 
Kennet  chub,  previously  reported  by  a  brother 
piscatorial,  and  mentioned  that  he  took  a  grayling 
of  lib.  2oz.  on  Thompson's  Terror,  a  large  fly  for 
Thymallus  to  annex.  Mr.  Bradford  stated  that  he 
had  a  dace  of  lib.  in  weight  from  Newbury.  Captain 
A.  E.  Hayward  Pinch  had  been  sea  fishing  at  Bude, 
but  owing  to  the  rough  weather  had  only  been  able 
to  get  out  three  times.  He  had  amongst  his  catches 
an  angel  shark  of  321b.,  pollack  up  to  81b.,  and  some 
small  conger.  He  also  killed,  on  a  private  reservoir, 
five  brace  of  Loch  Leven  trout,  scaling  121b.  Mr. 
W.  G.  Fletcher  took  a  bream  of  31b.  12oz.  at 
Uxbridge.  The  chairman  contributed  interesting 
particulars  of  angling  in  Donegal,  giving  it  as  his 
opinion,  as  a  result  of  a  long  visit  he  had  paid  to 
that  locality,  that  the  fishing  was  not  worth  the 
time,  trouble,  and  expense  of  getting  there,  far 
better  sport  being  procurable  in  the  south  of  Ireland. 
The  major  mentioned  a  curious  incident  which 
happened  to  him.  He  was  using  three  flies  for  trout, 
when  one  fish  took  the  tail  fly  and  the  two  droppers, 
and  was  safely  landed  with  all  three  in  his  lips. 
Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  had  taken  grayling  in  Hampshire 
up  to  lib.  9oz.,  and  made  a  bag  of  twenty-one  and  a 
half  brace  of  grayling  in  the  Kennet,  together  with 
four  brace  of  trout,  in  six  days'  fishirg.  The  heaviest 
grayling  went  lib.  7oz.  Mr,  H.  P.  Thompson,  who 
accompanied  him,  had  in  the  same  time  fifteen 
and  a  half  brace  of  grayling  (heaviest  fish, 
lib.  9oz.)  and  a  brace  of  trout.  He  also  took 
numbers  of  large  dace,  the  three  heaviest 
weighing  respectively  lib.  loz.,  lib.,  and  lib. 
The  greater  part  of  the  grayling,  trout,  and  dace 
were  caught  with  the  new  fly,  "  The  Witch," 
and  variants  of  it,  fished  dry.  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf 
had  a  small  rainbow  trout  from  the  Lambourn,  and 
exhibited  a  dace  with  several  small  black  glutinous 
spots  under  the  scales.  A  telegram  was  received 
from  the  vice-president,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  stating 
that  he  and  his  party  had  had  a  few  sea-trout  at 
Harris,  and  that  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  had  killed  three 
salmon  on  a  private  loch.  Mr.  L.  H.  Lefevre  sent 
up  a  nice  basket  of  bream  and  roach,  weighing 
141b,  2oz.,  from  Cantley. — Hon.  Sec. 


THE  CANADIAN  SALMON  SEASON 
OF  1902. 


The  salmon  season  now  drawing  to  a  close  has  been 
one  of  the  most  peculiar  on  record.  The  early  March 
thaws  seemed  to  presage  an  early  and  long  fishing 
season,  and  undeterred  by  the  later  lengthy  lingering 
of  winter  in  the  lap  of  spring,  a  number  of  American 
salmon  fishermen  left  for  their  rivers  very  early  in 
June,  only  to  find  that  the  water  was  too  high  to  be 
fishable.  The  result  was  that  those  anglers  who  had 
not  unlimited  time  at  their  disposal  left  the  best 
fishing  of  the  season  behind  them  when  they  had 
packed  up  their  rods  and  gone  home.  As  soon  as  the 
rivers  fell  to  their  normal  level,  which,  in  consequence 
of  the  long-continued  and  heavy  rains,  was  not  till  late 
in  the  season,  the  fish  rose  freely,  and  being  very 
abundant  in  all  the  best  rivers,  afiorded  better  sport 
than  has  been  experienced  for  some  years  past.  I  hear 
that  the  fishing  on  the  waters  controlled  by  the 
Ristigouche  Salmon  Club,  though  late,  was  excellent, 
and  that  no  fewer  than  eighteen  hundred  fish  were 
killed  during  the  season  in  the  Ristigouche  and  its 
tributaries. 

Among  the  earliest  anglers  on  the  Canadian  salmon 
streams  this  year  were  Mr.  Ivers  W.  Adams  and  party, 
who  went  down  to  the  Moisie  on  June  1,  and  Prof. 
Johnson,  of  New  York,  who  left  for  the  Jupitagan 
about  the  same  time.  The  latter  river  being  much 
smaller  than  the  Moisie  fell  very  much  more  quickly, 
and  Dr.  Johnson  enjoyed  excellent  sport  fairly  early 
in  the  season.  The  Moisie  party  were  twenty-eight 
days  on  the  river  before  they  took  a  fish.  Then  the 
sport  was  fast  and  furious.  The  same  experience  fell 
to  the  lot  of  the  fishermen  on  nearly  all  of  the  north 
shore  rivers.  Mr.  E.  C.  Fitcb,  of  Waltham,  and  his 
two  friends  only  killed  thirty  fish  on  the  Romaine 
during  the  whole  month  of  June,  while  in  July  it  was 
quite  easy  to  take  as  many  in  one  day.  One  of  Mr. 
Fitch's  salmon  turned  the  scales  at  411b.  Mr.  Morton 
Paton,  of  New  York,  who  fished  the  Trinity  with  a 
couple  ot  friends,  reports  that  his  party  took  only 
eleven  salmon  during  their  first  three  weeks  on  the 
river,  and  in  the  following  four  daj  s  killed  twenty-four. 
Mr.  J.  J.  Hill,  who  has  some  of  the  best  waters  on  the 
north  shore,  was  obliged  to  return  home  before  the 
fishing  was  at  its  best.  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Van  Dyke 
remained  long  enough  on  the  Riviere-des-Truites  to 
kill  some  thirty  salmon,  and  Mr.  F.  S.  Hodges,  of 
Boston,  was  the  last  to  leave  the  Natashquan.  Mr. 
R.  Vi.  Plumb,  of  Detroit,  was  one  of  the  fortunate 
anglers  who  enjoyed  the  sport  of  kings  on  this  most 
sporty  of  Canadian  salmon  rivers. 

It  was  generally  supposed  by  fishermen  that  the 
heavy  floods  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  after  the  arrival 
of  the  salmon  in  the  estuaries  of  the  rivers,  had  so 


befouled  the  water  that  the  fish  had  for  the  most  part 
remained  out  of  the  streams  just  so  much  longer  than 
usual.  But  from  the  enormous  number  of  fish  found 
in  the  upper  waters  of  the  rivers  as  soon  as  the  floods 
subsided,  and  from  the  fact  that  many  of  them  were 
far  from  wearing  the  bright  livery  of  freshly  run 
salmon,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  instead  of  being 
kept  out  of  the  streams,  most  of  the  early  arrived  fish 
took  advantage  of  the  high  water  to  quickly  overcome 
the  usual  difficulties  encountered  by  them  on  their 
way  to  their  spawning  beds. 

Even  on  the  Grand  Cascapedia  there  were  some 
blank  days  in  the  early  part  of  the  season,  though  as  a 
whole  the  summer  of  1902  was  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful ever  experienced  on  the  river.  Such  of  the 
members  of  the  Cascapedia  Salmon  Club  as  desired  to 
do  so  had  no  difficulty  whatever  in  reaching  their  limit 
of  seventy-five  fish.  The  present  membership  of  the 
club  includes  Mr.  Calwallader,  Mr.  Vanderbilt,  Mr. 
Harry  Hollins,  Mr.  H.  De  Forrest,  Mr.  John  Kennedy, 
Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell  and  Mr.  E.  W.  Davis,  of 
Providence,  but  not  all  of  them  fished  the  river  this 
year.  Mr.  Davis  controls  personally  some  of  the  best 
portions  of  the  Grand  Cascapedia,  and  a  number  of 
other  fine  pools,  including  the  water  formerly  fished 
by  H.R.H.  the  Princess  Louise,  are  the  property  of 
Mr.  C.  B.  Barnes,  of  Boston.  Both  of  these  gentlemen 
fished  the  river  this  summer,  and  among  others  who 
had  good  sport  there  were  Messrs.  Mershon,  of  Saginaw, 
Mich. ;  Mr.  Mowen,  of  Philadelphia ;  and  John  G. 
Heckscher,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Hecksoher  fished  with 
Mr.  Davis,  and  killed  a  splendid  lot  of  fish.  Mrs.  Davis, 
than  whom  probably  no  lady  angler  has  so  many  big 
fish  to  her  credit,  killed  a  431b.  salmon  in  the  third 
week  of  July,  and  several  of  her  forty-four  fish  of  the 
present  season  weighed  401b.  and  upward. 

Killing  Salmon  at  Night. 

An  interesting  peculiarity  of  the  fishing  in  the  Grand 
Cascapedia,  toward  the  end  of  the  season,  whea  the 
water  is  clear,  and  the  weather  bright  and  warm,  is 
the  large  proportion  of  fish  killed  after  sundown.  The 
great  bulk  of  the  fish  taken  in  July  are  killed  between 
7.30  and  9.30  at  night.  It  is  almost  impossible  to 
cast  the  fly  in  the  daytime  in  some  of  the  pools  of  this 
and  other  south  shore  streams  without  being  observed 
by  the  salmon.  Such  fish  as  are  successfully  raised  in 
the  hours  of  sunlight  usually  take  a  small  black-dose. 
After  7.30  or  7.45  at  night  a  large  fly  is  cast.  It  is 
often  two  inches  and  over  in  length,  the  most  killing 
patterns  being  found  to  be  the  Silver  Grey  and  Dusty 
Miller.  Sometimes  half  a  dozen  fish  are  taken  after 
sundown  by  a  single  rod,  and  when,  as  frequently 
happens,  the  opalescent  hues  of  the  leaping  salmon  at 
the  end  of  the  line  are  seen  by  the  silvery  light  of  the 
moon,  the  efiect  is  weirdly  picturesque. — E.  T,  D. 
Chambers  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 
3926.    Patentee ;  G.  E.  Medley,  Julian,  Kentucky, 
U.S.A.    Relates  to  fishing  reels  of  the  kind 
in  which  a  line  spool  is  used  in  connection 
with  winding  springs,   and  a   crank  is 
arranged  so  that  the  spool  can  be  actuated 
by  hand,  by  the  springs,  or  independently 
of  both.    The  hub  of  the  spool  runs  loose 
on  a  spindle,  and  carries  a  toothed  wheel 
adapted  to  engage  a  click  spring  in  a 
slotted  plate  pivoted  to  the  fixed  casing, 
and  moved  into  and  out  of  action  by  an 
eccentric  pin  on  the  stem  of  a  button. 


Pbom  the  Cornish  Times  of  Sept.  6  comes  the  fol- 
lowing : — "  The  sea  fishing  at  Looe  this  season  seems  to 
be  particularly  good,  and  visitors  to  the  little  port  ate 
delighted  with  the  excellent  sport  they  are  obtaining. 
We  last  week  gave  an  account  of  a  fine  catch  of  fifteen 
whiting  pollack,  which  scaled  1501b.,  made  by  Colonel 
T.  Wood  and  others  while  fishing  with  hand  lines. 
This  has  since  been  eclipsed  by  Mr.  Oswald  Jenkins 
and  Rev.  E.  Dale  Roberts  (both  of  Birmingham),  who, 
fishing  from  the  former's  yacht  Madcap  with  double 
gut,  killed  on  their  rods  seventeen  whiting  pollack, 
weighing  together  157Jlb.  Mr.  Jenkins  also  caught  a 
number  of  bream,  one  over  41b.,  the  largest  sea-bream 
he  ever  saw.  Mr.  Jenkins  has  taken  quite  a  liking  for 
Looe,  and  expresses  the  intention  of  bringing  his  own 
yacht  I'hyllis  round  from  Menai  Bridge  next  year.  '  I 
never  had  such  good  sea  fishing,'  he  says,  '  as  during 
my  six  weeks'  visit  here,  and  can  strongly  recommend 
Looe  before  any  other  place  both  for  its  variety  as 
well  as  the  quantity  of  fish.'  This  is  high  praise,  and 
should  tend  to  increase  Looe's  well  deserved  popularity 
as  a  holiday  resort.  Mr.  Jenkins  adds  that,  besides 
the  big  haul  mentioned  above,  he  has  been  catching 
quantities  of  large  whiting — one  fish  turning  the  scale 
at  41b.,  anotler  at  31b.,  an  unsual  size  for  whiting, 
and  magnificent  fi^h." 
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BENETFINK^ 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 

TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/-  per  doz. 

A  SPECIALITY. 

CHUB,  LOCH  and  SEA  TROUT  FLIES.  1/6  per  doz. 
SALMON  FLIE5  (tied  to  order),  1/-  to  1/6  each. 


7/- 
9/- 


QREENHEART  ROD,  11  ft.  (3  joints),  balanced  butt 
QREENHEART  CYCLE  ROD,  9  ft.  (5  joints) . . 
SPLIT  CANE  ROD,  10  ft.  (3  joints),  2  tops,  Cork  Grip, 

grooved  wood  case,  in  bag  complete  . .         . ,         . .  116 

BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED 

QREENHEART  FLY  ROD,  2  tops,  top  case. 
Snake  Rings,  Universal  Winch  Fittings,  lo  ft., 

u  ft.  or  12  ft  

BEST   ENGLISH   MADE   SPLIT  CANE  FLY  ROD, 

2  tops,  top  case,  serrated  ferrules,  spiral  lock  joints, 

Cork  Grip,  10  ft.,  11  ft.  or  12  ft  

If  with  Steel  Centre    . .        . .        . .        . .  extra 

N.B. — All  Rods  are  priced  complete  wi'h  Bags. 


21/- 


75/- 
20/- 


WADINQ  NETS,  with  clip,  from  5/6  each  complete. 
FINE,   NATURAL,   MEDIUM  and   STRONG  CASTS, 
3  yds.,  6d.,  8d.  and  9d.  each. 
HERCULES  "  CASTS,  all  sizes,  8d.  each. 


Mention  "Fishing:  Gazette." 


CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.G. 


FOURTH    EDITION    NOW  READY. 

DOMESTICATED  TROUT  :  How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE.     Crown  8vo.,  12s.  6d 


London:  .SAMPSON  LOW.  MAitSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstao's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C 


Stock  your  Rivers  and  Streams  tvith  pure  Itchen  River  Trout, 
Your  Lakes  and  Ponds  with  Loch  Leven  and  Rainbows. 
PRICES  ON   APPLICATION  TO 

MANAGER,  Itchen  River  Trout  Breeding-  Establishment, 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  recommended  to 
ANGLERS 

BY  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 


CISHUR8TINE. 

The  Best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keep.s  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  PROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


TUB 

Indian  Sporting  times. 

THE  BRICHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

CIRCDLATES  THROUOHODT  INDIA,  CEYLON, 
BURMAH  AND  ASSAM. 

The  Only  Sporting  Paper  in  Western  India. 

Covers  every  branch  of  Iinliaii  Sport-s,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 

FOEMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 
FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 

Published  every  Sunday.    Subscription  16«.  per 
annum.    Single  copies,  7rf.,  post  free. 

Printed  and  Published  at  Times  OF  INDIA  Press, 
Kombay. 

LONDON  OFFICE  :  121,  FLEET  STREET,  E  C. 


ANDERSONS' 
BROGUES. 


THE 
SANDEMAN. 


THE 
NEYERSLIP. 


F.  M.  W.,  Esq., 
Pool,  writes :— I  may 
inform  you  that  I 
have  worn  a  pair  of 
your  Brog-ues  for 
the  last  two  years, 
using-  them  every 
week  (winter  and 
summer)  on  roug-h, 
rocky  rivers,  such 
as  the  Wharfe  and 
Yore  ;  they  are  ap- 
parently no  worse 
at  all,  and,  what 
I  consider  to  be 
a  great  proof  of 
their  excellence, 


there  is  not  a  sin- 
gle nail  drawn  from 
the  soles. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON  &  ANDERSON,  LIMITED, 

T/ie    Anglers'  Water proofers, 
37,    QUEEN    VICTORIA    ST.,    LONDON,  E.C. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING- 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Fish : — 
Trout,  Salmon,  Grayling,  Char,  Bass,  Sunfish,  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  Dace, 
Tench,   Golden  Orfe,   Golden  Tench,   Goldfish,   Eels,  Crayfish,  Gudgeon, 
Minnows,  Burbot,  &c. 

Guaranteed  Safe  Delicerij  in  Perfection  Carriers. 

Also  Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Tanks,  Fish-food,  Apparatus,  and  Advice. 
Large  Crops  of  Rainbows  and  Carp  yearlings.    Grayling  limited. 

Address^      TJHTOIVI  AS  FORD, 
IVIsLnoi?     Fis]n.ei?y,     C£i.is1:ox>,  Xjincolnsliii^e. 

I'RICE  LIST.S  FREE.  ESTABLISHED  18S0. 


The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices 


OR, 


HOW  TO  TIE  WET  AND  DRY  FLIES  FOR 
TROUT  AND  GRAYLING  FISHING. 


BY  THE  LATE 


H.  G.  McClelland 

("Athenian"  of  the  Fir^liiih/  Gmrtle). 

WITH   EIGHTY  ILLUSTRATIONS. 


London:  SAMPSON  LOW,   MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 
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^offings  bg  f()c  ^ag. 

To-morrow,  and  to-mmrow,  and  to-viorrow 
Creeps  in  this  petty  pace  from  day  to  day, 
To  the  last  syllable  of  recorded  time. 

— Shakespeare. 

Oi^  Wednesday,  Oct.  15,  the  water  will  be  drawn 
from  the  lake  at  Horsted  Keynes,  and  there  will  be  a 
fine  lot  of  pike,  perch,  and  roach  for  sale,  as  well  as  a 
few  large  tench.  Readers  will  remember  that  this 
fine  piece  of  water  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Sussex 
Piscatorial  Society.  All  or  any  of  these  fish  may  be 
procured  at  very  low  rates,  but  purchasers  must  pro- 
vide the  necessary  tanks.  Arrangements  could  be 
made  for  carting  to  the  station.  Further  particulars 
may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  W.  C.  F.  Gillam,  hon.  sec, 
North-street  Quadrant,  Brighton. 

I  WAS  p>"esent  on  Friday,  Sept.  5,  at  the  "  Recep- 
tion" held  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant.  On  that  day 
Mr.  Frank  H.  Clay,  of  Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.,  tackle 
manufacturers,  St.  John  Street-road,  "  entertained  " 
right  royally  numerous  friends  and  well-wishers  on 
the  occasion  of  his  marriage.  After  the  reception  the 
bride  and  bridegroom  left  "  for  a  tour  in  Scotland." 
It  was  over  the  walnuts  and  the  wine  that  I  discovered 
that  "  Mrs.  Frank  "  was  an  ardent  angler,  but  I  now 
learn  that  during  the  past  few  days  she  has  had 
some  splendid  takes  of  fish  at  Whiting  Bay,  where,  it 
appears,  the  sea  fishermen  (and  women)  never  use 
anything  but  handlines,  and  not  very  elaborate  ones 
either.  However,  there  is  no  doubt  that  my  brother 
B.  S.  A.  (who  never  tires  in  bringing  to  perfection 
every  device  for  the  capture  of  sea  fish  by  rod  and 
line)  will  show  them  the  error  of  their  ways. 

***** 

The  "  reception "  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  W. 
Pottinger  Daniells.  and  the  usual  toasts  of  "  Health, 
Wealth,  Happiness,  Prosperity,"  &c.,  were  heartily 
given,  and  similarly  received.  Every  angler  who 
knows  him  (and  who  does  not  ?)  will  endorse  these 
sentiments.  Amongst  those  present  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A.  Stevens,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  P.  Daniells,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  C.  L.  Findlay,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Warner, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  H.  Howard,  Messrs.  W.  Howatson, 
W.  J.  Clay,  A.  Meyer  (Messrs.  Bartleet  and  Sons),  E. 
Perry  (Milward  and  Son),  A.  McGaw,  Dr.  W.  L. 
Davies,  &c.  Just  a  parting  shot :  all  anglers  should 
hold  "  receptions  "  as  often  as  possible  at  the  Holborn, 
as  the  angler-manager  not  only  knows  how  but  does 
cater  for  them  admirably. 


Mh.  Gbiffiths,  of  the  Frensham  Pond  Hotel  (near 
Farnham),  Surrey,  writes  :  "  A  fine  pike,  in  splendid 
condition,  of  131b.  weight,  was  found  dead  on  my 
water  here  last  Saturday.  It  had  fallen  a  victim  to  a 
gentleman  shooting  here  in  the  week,  who  unthink- 
ingly shot  the  fish  while  sunning  itself  in  the  shallow 
water."  [The  incident  is  to  be  regretted  as,  although 
large  fish  are  fairly  plentiful,  it  diminishes  the  chance 
of  the  ever  patient  angler  securing  so  goodly  a 
specimen.] 


Me.  a.  G.  Smith,  hon.  sec.  of  the  South  London 
Anglers'  United  Visiting  List,  announces  that  the 
prizes  won  at  Yalding  in  the  lake  match  will  be  dis- 
tributed on  Monday  evening,  Sept.  22,  at  the  Walworth 
Waltonians,  Selborne  Arms,  Selborne-road,  East 
Dulwich.    Concert  to  follow. 


Ancther  angling  club  has  just  been  created  (or 
formed— same  thing),  entitled  the  "Upton  Park 
Anglers,"  and  their  headquarters  are  at  the  White 
Hatt  Hotel,  Green-street,  Upton  Park.  On  Sept.  14 
they  have  their  first  outing  on  the  Lea. 


In  glorious  weather  the  Woking  anglers  fished  a 
match  on  the  Broadmeads  on  Sept.  7.  The  water  was, 
unfortunately,  low  and  bright.  About  thirty  took  part, 
and  the  first  prize  was  won  by  Mr.  J.  Heather. 
Although  the  "  takes  "  were  not  large  a  very  pleasant 
day  was  spent. 


In  furtherance  of  the  desire  to  take  the  important 
case  of  "  Palmer  v.  Andrews,"  an  action  involving  the 
right  of  anglers  to  fish  in  certain  portions  of  the 
Thames,  to  the  higher  Courts,  a  meeting  was  held  on 
Tuesday  night  at  Edgwarc-road,  many  well-known 
members  of  angling  societies  being  present.  It  was 
decided  to  issue  an  urgent  appeal  to  both  London  and 
provincial  anglers  to  provide  the  necessary  funds. 


Mb.  F.  C.  Weij.ing,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Ilford  and 
District  Piscatorial  Society,  writes  :  "  I  have  to  record 
the  capture  of  a  splendid  Tiiames  trout  on  Monday  last 
at  Cookham,  Berks.  It  weighed  !)lb.  ll§oz.,  and  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Arthur  May,  of  this  society,  piloted  by 
Teddy  Bailey.  The  fish  is  being  sot  up  by  Homer,  of 
Forest  Gate." 


Mr.  W  C.  F.  Gillam,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Sussex 
Piscatorial  Society,  has  been  fishing  in  that  grand  old 
river,  the  Avon,  at  Ringwood,  for  a  couple  of  days. 
His  first  day's  take  was  thirty-two  roach,  weighing 
28f lb.  ;  his  best  twenty  fish  weighed  27ilb.  On  the 
second  day  his  best  three  roach  weighed  21b.  2oz., 
21b.  Joz.,  and  21b.,  and  are  being  set  up  in  one  case 
by  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons.  I  have  seen  the  fish, 
and  although  Mr.  Cooper  would  not  tell  me  where 
they  were  caught,  I  can  only  say  that  it  is  a  handsome 
ca'o,  and  speaks  well  for  the  prowess  of  Mr.  Gillam. 


One  of  the  results  of  the  conference  on  Inland 
Fisheries  has  been  to  produce  a  poet.  We  do  not 
know,  says  the  Coi'k  Examiner,  that  the  peculiar 
lines  we  produce  below  will  add  anything  to  the  dis- 
cussion or  throw  much  light  on  a  question  which 
seems  to  be  largely  enveloped  in  darkness.  "  Poet  and 
Piscator"  says  :  "  I  have  read  your  remarks  on  the  dis- 
cussion which  recently  took  place  at  the  Exhibition, 
and  I  entirely  agree  that  the  cannibal  tendencies  of 
trout  are  rapidly  wiping  them  out  of  existence. 

•  *  •  *  • 

"  When  we  come  to  consider  this  question,  and  argue 
it  out  to  its  logical  conclusion,  it  is  evident  that  in  the 
dim,  indefinite  future  only  one  trout  will  be  left — a 
single  surviving  sample  of  fatty  degeneration.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  express  poetically  a  description  of  the 
declining  days  of  that  fish  and  to  typify  in  his  in- 
dividuality a  warning  which  may  apply  to  the  human 
animal  whoso  mind  is  'entirely  engrossed  in  accumu- 
lating the  dross  of  this  weary,  wanton  world 

*  *  »  ♦  * 
"  The  Last  Trout. 

"  About 
The  trout 

That  grew  so  stout. 

Alone  he  swims  with  all  his  kith  and  kin 
Within. 

The  last  of  a  race  that's  past. 
His  lineage  and  ancient  pedigree 
He  treated  with  contumely. 
His  ancestors  he  put  to  rout. 
The  Cannibal  Trout. 

"  Behold 
This  old 
Survivor  bold — 

Rotund,  obese,  a  martyr — say,  to  gout. 
This  trout, 

A  puzzle  to  the  expert  and  the  statist 
As  the  survival  of  the  fattest — 
Who  proceeds 
When  he  feeds 

To  eclipse  himself  and  wear  a  corona 

By  eating  his  propria  persona. 

He's  the  last  one  out, 

Don't  shout. 

There  is  no  doubt 

About 

The  Cannibal  Trout." 


As  usual  in  Drury-lane  dramas,  Mr.  Cecil  Raleigh's 
forthcoming  play,  due  in  mid-September  at  the 
national  theatre,  will  be  greatly  aided  by  the  spec- 
tacular effects  provided  by  Mr.  Arthur  Collins.  In 
the  first  act  the  cloistered  calm  of  a  university  town 
is  invaded  by  a  roistering  travelling  circus,  and  the 
accident  occurs  which  has  so  much  bearing  on  the 
future  lives  of  the  principal  characters.  In  Act  II.  we 
are  still  in  the  country,  the  sordid  surroundings  of  a 
circus  pitch  with  its  caravans  and  roundabouts  being 
contrasted  with  the  gorgeous  scene  of  a  ducal  residence 
on  the  occasion  of  a  garden  party,  while  later  another 
scene  depicts  the  annual  dinner  of  a  yeomanry  corps 
disturbed  by  the  news  of  a  reverse  in  South  Africa, 
and  the  effect  of  such  on  some  of  the  leading  person- 
ages. The  third  act  transports  everybody  to  South 
Africa,  where,  without  any  actual  warfare,  we  are 
shown  behind  the  scenes,  so  to  speak,  of  military 
operations.  In  this  act  Mrs.  John  Wood  has  her  great 
opportunity,  of  which  she  will  doubtless  take  every 
advantage.  In  the  final  part  of  the  drama,  a  very 
short  one,  various  doubts  and  mysteries  are  cleared 
up,  and  audiences  may  be  recommended  to  wait  for 
the  last  scene,  which,  besides  being  sensational,  brings 
the  play  to  a  happy  conclusion,  and  solves  the  much 
vexed  question  as  to  which  of  the  two  heroes  the 
heroine.  Miss  Maud  Danks,  is  really  in  love  with. 


Seven  hundred  temptingly  baited  hooks  awaited 
the  unsuspecting  fish  in  the  Severn  at  Tewkesbury  on 
Monday.  The  fatal  banijuet  was  provided  by  the 
competitors  of  the  Birmingham  Angling  Association's 
annual  contest.  Allowing  for  gaps  and  shallows, 
there  was  a  line  of  ton  miles  of  fishermen — a  picture 
that  would  have  sent  Izaak  Walton  delirious  with  joy. 


A  8UNFISH  weighing  401b.  wa?  captured  oil  Filey 
recently  by  a  member  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society. 


Strange  wants  are  sometimes  adrertiaed  in  country 
as  well  as  London  newspapers.  Here  is  one  to  go  on 
with:  "Wanted,  immediately,  a  good  man  for  Stupid 
Work ;  one  used  to  making  angles,  etc."  No  one  unless 
with  the  very  best  credentials  need  apply.  Don't  all 
come  at  once. 


The  London  Dahlia  Union  will  hold  a  Coronation 
Dahlia  Festival  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  next  Tues- 
day, Wednesday,  and  Thursday.  It  will  be  on  a  very 
large  scale,  and  will  contain  many  magnificent  speci- 
mens of  the  new  Cactus  varieties,  including  the 
Coronation  Cactus. 


The  great  French  naturalist,  Cuvier,  once  asked 
a  student,  "  What  is  a  lobster  ?  "  Answer  :  "  A  red 
fish  that  walks  backwards."  "  You  are  quite  right," 
commented  Cuvier.  "  except  in  three  small  particulars  ; 
it  is  not  a  fish,  it  is  not  red,  and  it  does  not  walk 
backward." 


Flies  were  doubtless  created  to  serve  some  useful 
object  in  the  great  work  of  creation  and  the  general 
system  of  the  universe.  They  are  doubtless  appre- 
ciated as  food  by  ants,  spiders,  etc.,  but  however 
useful  they  may  be,  writes  Lieut.-Col.  Yaldwin  in 
"  Nature  Notes,"  and  however  muoh  appreciated  by 
ants,  spiders,  etc.,  it  is  certain  that  we  human  beings 
would  be  very  glad  to  be  free  from  their  presence  in 
every  way.  Some  people  adopt  fly  paper  to  attract 
and  destroy  them,  which  is  very  unsightly  and  only 
partially  effective,  but  the  great  majority  of  us  put  up 
with  the  nuisance.  Perhaps  there  are  some  people  to 
whom  it  would  be  good  news  to  hear  that  it  is  within 
anyone's  power  to  kill  annoying  flies  with  what  is 
called  a  fly-flap. 

***** 

With  this  weapon  in  the  hand  a  room  full  of  flies 
can  be  cleared  of  them  in  a  very  short  time.  It  only 
requires  a  short  brisk  stroke  from  the  wrist,  and  the 
weapon  itself  is  a  piece  of  pliable  leather,  round  or 
oval  in  shape,  nailed  on  firmly  at  one  end  of  a  cane 
or  stick  about  two  feet  three  inches  long.  No  fly  can 
live  against  it,  and  there  ought  to  be  one  of  these  fly- 
flaps  in  every  household.  My  own  is  in  constant  use, 
and  adds  immensely  to  my  domestic  comfort  and 
perhaps  safety.  There  is  something  very  satisfactory 
also  in  killing  an  aggressive  and  persistent  fly,  notably 
a  blue-bottle  fly,  which  has  been  buzzing  about  your 
head  either  playfully  or  maliciously  for  perhaps  a 
quarter  of  an  hour. 

****** 

Flies  do  not  seem  to  dislike  travelling,  even  across 
the  seas — rob  tike  birds  on  the  wing,  but  comfortably 
settled  in  and  about  the  cooking  places,  dining  saloons, 
etc.,  of  ships  and  steamers  going  from  one  port  to 
another.  Thus  English  flies  may  disembark  at  various 
ports  between  England  and  India  and  vice  versa,  or 
they  may  go  backwards  and  forwards  if  it  so  pleases 
them.  In  short,  they  seem  to  do  almost  whatever 
they  like,  and  doubtless  their  small  size  and  apparent 
insignificance  has  proved  their  chief  protection.  "  It 
is  only  a  poor  fly  1 "  one  often  hears  exclaimed,  but 
when  considered  as  it  should  be,  it  is  an  unmitigated 
nuisance  and  a  dangerous  pest.  We  should  at  least  do 
our  best  to  keep  our  homes  clear  of  them,  although 
we  cannot  exterminate  them  altogether. 


It  is  very  little  good  to  fish  for  big  carp  by  daylight, 
says  "  C.  H.  W."  in  the  Surrey  Advertiser.  One's  tackle 
should  be  prepared  and  got  ready  for  use  in  the  late 
evening,  and  fishing  should  not  commence  till  dark- 
ness really  begins  to  set  in.  One  cannot  be  too  still 
and  quiet  when  carp-fishing.  A  heavy  step  near  the 
water  will  frighten  the  fish  back  to  the  deeps,  and  as 
the  fish  come  so  close  in  it  is  best  to  employ  the 
simplest  tackle  without  float  and  shot.  The  bait,  which 
is  generally  paste,  should  be  of  good  size,  well  kneaded 
on  a  triangle,  which  triangle  may  be  whipped  on 
brown  twisted  wire.  After  throwing  in,  place  the  rod 
on  the  ground  in  a  perfectly  steady  position,  draw 
about  a  yard  of  line  off  the  winch,  and  let  it  rest  clear 
on  the  ground  ;  put  the  check  on  the  winch,  and  wait. 
*»»»♦* 

Should  a  fish  feed,  the  line  stirs  a  little,  then  the 
loose  line  draws  out.  By  this  time  the  rod  may 
be  taken  up  and  the  fish  struck,  and  with  a  successfii 
hooking  a  mighty  commotion  results  in  the  weeds, 
and  a  big  carp  really  does  pull  very  hard.  The  sound 
of  the  check  on  the  winch  gives  one  notice  on  pitch 
dark  nights  that  a  fish  has  taken  the  bait  and  is  going 
away  with  it ;  a  piece  of  white  paper  on  a  winch  handle 
can  be  seen  very  plainly,  and  when  that  paper  travels 
slowly  round  is  a  most  exciting  moment  I  For  big 
carp  a  paste  made  of  boiled  potato  and  grated  bread 
often  meets  with  success  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and 
a  boiled  broad  bean  is  also  well  worth  trying.  All 
ground  baiting  should  be  done  some  hours  before 
fishing. 


SoMK  people  are  never  satisfied.  A  farmer  waB 
congratulated  on  getting  such  a  splendid  crop  of  hay, 
"  Yes,"  said  he,  "  but  whore  is  the  spoilt  hay  for  the 
cows  ?    I  ain't  got  none."  Dbaghet. 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  mt  Tliursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  sixteenth  annuil  contest  promoted  by  the  Bir- 
mingham  Angling  Association  came  to  a  most  success- 
ful issue  on  Monday  la?t  at  Tewkesbury.  The  three 
special  trains  were  well  patronised,  as  near  upon  1600 
railway  tickets  were  sold  by  the  committee,  and  1291 
competitors  took  part  in  the  contest,  which,  so  far,  has 
beaten  all  records.  The  contest  ground  on  both  sides 
of  the  liver  covered  near  upon  nine  miles,  as  the  con- 
testants were  pegged  out  ten  yards  apart,  and  in  some 
instances  large  parts  of  the  river  had  to  be  missed  owing 
to  the  weeds  and  bushes.  The  contest  commenced  at 
eleven  o'clock  and  terminated  at  two  o'clock.  The 
contest  was  fished  under  the  association  rules,  the 
result  being  that  Mr.  J.  Pratt,  of  the  Severn  Street 
Club,  secured  the  first  prize  of  £3  and  a  special  framed 
diploma,  and  the  club  will  for  the  second  time  become 
the  holders  of  the  Association  Challenge  Cup  for  the 
ensuing  twelve  months.  The  weight  of  fish  taken  by 
Mr.  Pratt  was  51b.  7oz.  They  were  composed  of  roich 
and  two  smill  eels,  all  of  which  were  taken  chiefly 
with  the  stewed  wheat.  The  other  chief  prize- 
takers  are  in  the  order  mentioned  : — W.  Waite, 
Highgate  Park;  Mr.  Brown,  St.  George's;  Mr.  Foley, 
Small  Heath  ;  Mr.  Yesson,  Cromwell's  Head ;  Mr.  T. 
Kimberley,  Angler's  Pride  ;  Mr.  Barge,  St.  Stephen's  ; 
Mr.  J.  Heath,  St.  Stephen's ;  Mr.  Brown,  Garrison  ; 
Mr.  Adams,  Bellbarn  ;  Mr.  G.  Jarrett,  Garrison ;  Mr. 
Chew,  Bellbarn  ;  Mr.  Smith,  Birmingham  Heath ; 
Mr.  Jones,  Deritend  ;  Mr.  James,  Bellbarn  ;  Mr.  King, 
Chandos  ;  Mr.  Harding,  Hearts  of  Oik ;  Mr.  Bradley, 
Deiitend  ;  Mr.  Thompson,  Gun ;  Mr.  Green,  Good 
Intent,  etc.  There  are  seventy  prizes,  and  the  first 
forty-six  priza-wioners  took  over  lib.  of  fish,  and 
the  lowest  weight  taking  a  prizs  being  13Joz.  The 
weather  was  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  the  river  was 
in  good  condition  Messrs.  Co'^js,  Bigley,  Kichy  and 
McMuUen  acted  as  referees,  and  the  whole  of  the 
committee  acted  as  umpires  after  the  contest.  The 
committee  sat  down  to  dinner  at  the  Plough  Hotel. 
Great  satisfaction  was  givin  by  the  way  in  which  the 
whole  of  the  arrangements  were  carried  out.  The 
date  for  the  distribution  of  prizes  will  be  fixed  for  an 
early  date,  and  will  take  place  at  the  Birmingham 
Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Although  the  condition  of  the  waters  has  apparently 
been  favourable  for  nearly  all  branches  of  sport,  yet 
anglers  have,  to  a  considerable  extent,  been  subjected 
to  much  disappointment.  Hundreds  of  fishermen  from 
Yorkshire  and  Lancashire  have  been  at  work  iu  the 
district,  but  their  doings,  as  a  whole,  do  not  call  for 
special  comment.  The  falling  off  in  sport  is  rather 
difficult  to  account  for,  for  not  only  have  the  waters 
been  in  good  tiim,  but  the  weather  conditions  have 
not  been  at  all  bad  as  compared  with  previous  weeks 
of  the  season.  Moreover,  shoals  of  bream  and  roich 
have  been  seen  moving  about,  yet  they  have  exhibited 
no  real  symptoms  of  hunger.  Those  who  have  fished 
the  Witham  between  Anton  Gowts  and  Boston  have 
certainly  fared  best,  and  local  rods  have  killed  bream 
scaling  from  31b.  to  5^1b.  The  weather  has  been 
splendid'y  adapted  for  pike  fishing,  and  Welland 
anglers  have  had  a  busy  time  during  the  past  week  or 
two.  Some  of  those  using  the  trolling  tackle  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Deeping  hava,  with  live  bait,  killed 
fish  weighing  up  to  101b. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  in  the  top  stretches  of  the  river  Hull  has  only 
been  very  moderate  during  the  week  past;  vet  from 
the  tidal  portion  of  the  river  a  few  decent  sized  roach 
have  been  taken,  and  amongit  which  Mr.  J.  Hooley,  of 
the  Stoneferry  Starr  Angling  Society,  showed  one  of 
lib.  3f  oz.,  and  Mr.  H.  J.  Harrison,  of  the  Central 
Hall  Anglers,  his  had  one  from  Beverley  Beckend 
that  scaled  lib.  The  Beverley  Angling  Association 
fished  a  match  on  Sept.  7,  near  to  Weelferry,  and 
did  fairly  well,  the  first  prize-winner  weighing  in  over 
51b.  of  nice  fieh ;  and  on  the  5th  Mr.  J.  Cheeseman 
took  a  fiw  good  roach  with  paste  at  Wawnp,  gjing 
fcom  J!b.  to  a;b.  rach.  Sport  continues  first-o'ass  on 
the  Kiver  Anctiolme,  Mesfrs  Jevons  and  Holmes,  of 
Hull,  fishing  near  to  Coal  Dyke  end,  landed'  in 
about  three-and-a-half  hours  351b.  of  bream 
heaviest  fish  scaling  31b  12oz.  Tbc  Hull  Roach 
and  Dace  Club  also  had  good  sport  in  a  pegged  down 
match  near  Brigg,  Mr.  R.  H.  Birlow  weighing  in 
81b.  3  jz  for  firit  prize,  and  Mr.  Frank  Carlo,  Gib.  14Joz. 
for  second  ;  an^  the  other  competitors  had  fairly  cood 
Cliches.  Mr,  P.  Tumbull,  of  the  firimsby  Angling 
Uub,  took  amongst  other  fish  six  bream  that  scaled  in 
the  aggregate  141b.  from  the  Kogine  House  stretch. 
tiiioa  go)d  pport  amongst  roach  and  bream  has  also 
been  pirticipated  in  at  Ferriby  Sluice  by  anglers  from 
Hull  during  the  week.  The  Universal  Angling  Associa- 
tion hold  a  match  at  Firebeacon  on  the  Ludd  on 

D«pt.  ifi. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Of  course  the  leadiog  item  of  interest  last  week-end 
was  the  competition  for  the  Bridgewater  Challenge 
Shield.  Twenty-five  teams  entered,  or  seven  less 
than  last  year.  The  sport  was  not  at  all  good,  but  in 
the  end  the  Standard  Mower  Angling  Society,  Leigh, 
headed  thfl  list  with  lib.  7oz.  lldr.,  closely  followed 
by  the  Kingfishers,  Salford,  with  lib.  3oz.  4|ira. 
It  is  the  first  year  that  both  Wig  in  and  Bolton 
have  not  baen  represented  in  this  event,  and 
in  the  nine  previous  contests  it  has  been  won 
three  times  by  Wigan  teams  and  twice  by  Bolton 
teams.  Anglers  in  Wigan  are  not  often  depressed  by 
their  surroundings,  and  in  fact  very  little  sport  satis- 
fies them.  In  a  recent  mitch  for  twenty  prizes 
2oz.  14dr.  won  the  first  prize  ;  only  nine  weights  ware 
over  loz.,  whilst  prizes  nineteen  and  twenty  went  for 
2dr.  each.  At  the  "  Smoker "  after  the  event  one 
good  soul  san?  "By  the  Sid  Sei  Waves."  Last 
Saturday  in  this  towa  there  was  great  interest 
taken  in  the  "  Landlords'  Dollar  Match."  Each 
host  in  the  Wigan  centre  of  the  N.A..A.  gave  5s.  to 
be  added  to  their  usual  entrance  fee.  The  Fails- 
worth  and  Distriot  Anglers  have  been  fully  utilising 
the  popular  annual  holidays  for  fishing  purposes,  and 
appear  to  have  enjoyed  fairly  good  sport.  In  the 
Juniors'  match  in  connection  with  the  Warrington 
A.  A.  Master  J.  Holding  with  1?|  iz.  heads  the  list. 
The  Bradford,  Manchester,  Angling  Society  visited 
Saxelby  and  fished  a  match  on  Sept.  7,  Mr.  J. 
Faicclough  securing  the  first  prize. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

This  city  was  represented  in  the  mammoth  match 
of  the  Birmingham  anglers  at  Tewkesbury  on  Sept.  8. 
Moreover,  our  representative  got  into  the  prize- 
winners' list,  although  missing  a  similar  distinction 
on  Saturday  last  at  Worsley.  If  anyone  doubts  the 
ability  of  anglers  to  apply  themselves  to  scientific 
pursuits,  let  him  go  to  the  Ardwick  Society  and  see 
what  they  are  doing  in  the  way  of  "  electricity."  "  Uncle 
Jack"  is  the  "professor,"  and  watching  over  their  studies 
Manchester  and  Salford  are  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
one  city,  so  that  the  success  of  the  Kingfishers  in 
getting  second  plaee  in  the  Biidgawater  Challenge 
Shield  on  Saturday  last  must  be  gratifying  to  all  local 
anglers.  In  a  contest  of  this  kind,  where  the  teams 
ara  chiefly  composed  of  expert  canal  fishermea,  their 
performance  is  all  the  more  pleasing  to  the  members. 
After  fjur  contests,  Mr.  R.  Leigh  is  declared 
champion  of  the  Union  Chapel  Angling  Society  for 
the  season  of  1902,  "Oar  Charlie"  running  second. 
The  third  contest  of  the  season  arranged  by  the  George 
Angling  Society  was  fished  at  Chester  on  Sept.  7,  Mr. 
A.  Fallows  taking  the  first  of  the  thirteen  prizes.  The 
inter-club  match  between  the  Royal  Walton  and  Ben 
Brierley  Angling  Societies,  twelve  rods  aside,  resulted 
in  favour  of  the  former.  The  fecond  contest  of  the 
Stag  Angling  Society  was  fished  at  Crowle,  when  Mr. 
J.  Buckley  securci  first  honours.  City  rods  on  the 
Bollin  continue  to  gat  good  fi=h,  but  in  smill  quantities 
of  a  few  brace. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  run  down  to  its  lowest  level  of 
summer,  and  all  kinds  of  fish  require  a  good  deal  of 
catching ;  that  is  the  angler,  if  he  means  to  succeed, 
must  ignore  heavy  and  clumsy  tackle  and  go  in  for 
the  lightest  it  is  possible  to  employ.  Barbelliog  has 
been  extensively  pursued  since  my  last  report,  but  no 
takes  of  importance  have  come  to  hand.  A  few  fish 
have  been  killed  vnth.  the  worm  on  various  parts  of 
the  river,  but  nothing  like  the  number  I  am  accus- 
tomed to  record  for  the  second  week  in  September. 
Evidently  they  find  plenty  of  natural  food  without 
feeding  on  either  worms  or  greaves.  Members  of  the 
City  Wellington  S:>ciety  have  taken  a  variety  of  roich, 
chub  and  dace  with  pa-ite,  wheat,  and  gentles  on  the 
Shardlow  and  Cavendish  Bridge  waters,  and  some 
choice  eels  have  fallen  to  the  worm  and  wasp  grub 
used  on  ledgering  and  tight-floating  tackle.  Tne  Cicy 
Pox  and  Owl  Society  engaged  in  their  half-yearly 
match  at  Gitton  on  Tuesday,  when  the  principal  prizes 
were  won  by  Messrs.  Burnham,  Thompson,  Stevenson, 
and  L<iwis.  The  outing  was  a  most  enj  syable  one. 
On  Saturday  the  St.  Andrew's  Institute  Club  decided 
their  annual  competition  off  the  bank  above  Colwick 
Weirs.  Mr.  H.  P.  Wragg  won  first  prize ;  Mr.  A.  W. 
Beales,  seaond ;  and  Mr.  W.  Tupper,  third.  Mr.Wragg's 
success  makes  his  third  in  succession  and  he  has  been 
warmly  congratulated  on  the  achievement.  Mr.  E. 
Winterbottom  has  creeled  some  roach  with  gentles  on 
t  h e  N ottingham  Anglers'  Association  waters  ab ove  Trent 
Lock,  and  other  members  have  scored  amongst  chub 
and  roach  on  the  lower  waters  of  the  association  in 
the  Shelford  district.  R»in  fell  on  Wednesday,  but  it 
will  require  a  heavy  downpour  to  affect  the  present 
low  condition  of  the  river. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

This  has  been  a  busy  week  among  the  local  anglers, 
and  the  river  Severn  has  been  very  extensively  fished 
by  anglers  from  Birmingham  and  elsewhere.  So 
great  has  been  the  influx  of  anglers  for  these  Sunday 
competitions  that  they  have  become  very  objection- 
able, and  steps  are  being  taken  to  secure  the  fishing 


rights  in  several  parts  of  the  river  so  as  to  prevent 
a  recurrence  next  season.  The  water  in  all  the 
rivers  is  in  capital  condition  and  a  nice  height, 
the  wind  west  to  south-west,  and  sport  good. 
Messrs.  Griffiths  and  Badsey,  of  the  Malvern  An^lerj, 
had  some  extra  fine  perch  and  carp  from  their  club 
water  at  Sherridge;  Mr.  Filmore  fine  trout;  Mr.  E. 
Hill,  fine  lot  of  chub  at  Diglis  Weir  o?  large  size ; 
Mr.  W,  H.  Pirr  and  friend,  Upton-on-Severn.  grand 
lot  of  chub  of  extra  good  size,  caught  in  the  early 
morning.  Wasp  grub  and  lobworms  the  bait  used. 
Several  parties  out  with  Griffia'd  boat  had  all  a 
big  lot  of  fish.  Pishing  from  the  b\nk,  Mr  E.Evans  has 
had  baskets  of  four  to  six  dozen  roach  on  several  after- 
noons, fishing  with  creed  wheat.  Messrs,  A.  Coombe, 
A,  Day,  W.  Walton,  Weston,  Huckle  and  o'hers  have 
each  had  heavy  creels  of  fish  with  the  same  bait. 
Messrs.  Franklin  and  Rushton  had  each  heavy  catches 
of  dace  and  roach  in  the  Teme ;  Mr.  Cooper  several 
brace  of  trout  and  grayling  at  Stanford ;  Messrs, 
Winket,  Jones  and  Hughes  capital catohes  of  grayling, 
very  fine  dace,  and  IJ  brace  of  trout  near  Knightsford 
Bridge  ;  and  R.  Thompson,  several  pounds  of  chub, 
dace  and  roach,  with  the  mag£;ot  at  Bransford. 
The  Worcester  Working  Men's  Clab  had  another 
successful  competition  at  Parshora— headquarters, 
The  Fitter's  Arms  ;  fifty  members  competed. 
Sport  very  slow,  but  all  the  prizes  were  won. 
The  Worcester  Angling  Society  held  its  annual 
outing  and  Challenge  Cup  competition  at  Stan- 
ford Bridge  ion  the  Teme  on  Thursday  last.  Both 
weather  and  water  very  favourable,  and  the 
take  of  fish  good.  The  Berkeley  Arms  Club  had 
also  another  successful  competition ;  there  was 
a  good  show  of  members,  and  competition  keen. 
The  York  House  Club  had  their  third  contest  at 
Tivyning  Fleet  in  the  Avon,  on  Sept.  7;  the  prizes 
were  all  won.  Oa  the  same  day  the  Good  Intent  had 
their  third  contest  in  the  Severn  at  Lenohford. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Forty-six  members  entered  for  the  second  compe- 
tition of  the  York  and  District  Amalgamation  of 
Anglers  at  Water  Fulford  on  Sept.  6,  and  all  of 
them  turned  up  ;  42lb.  weight  of  fish  was  caught,  the 
head  prize  winner  being  F.  Walton  (Old  Ebor)  whose 
catch  scaled  31b.  3Joz. ;  second,  W.  Smith  (Cattle 
Market),  31b.  23  )z  ;  third,  F.  B:ians  (St.  Lavreace), 
21b.  6Joz.  The  5fork  Melbourne  Angling  Society  fished 
their  final  match  of  the  season  at  Linton-on-Ouse, 
Mr.  H.  Burton  granting  permission.  The  catches 
were  light,  and  nineteen  rolsmen  presented  fish  at  the 
weigh-in,  which  placed  J.  Blanchard,  hon  sec , 
at  the  head  of  the  winners,  his  fish  weighing 
lib.  l|oz  ;  A.  Lockwood  was  a  good  second,  and 
E.  Taylor  followed  close  for  the  third  position. 
At  the  Melbourne  Hotel,  York,  on  Monday  night  the 
distribution  of  the  prizes  took  place.  Members  of  the 
Clifcon  A. A.  had  a  day's  fishing  at  Linton  on  Monday, 
all.  W.  D.  Hawking  and  Mr.  R.  Rook  granting  per- 
mission to  fish.  Small  chub,  dace,  gudgeon,  eels,  etc  , 
comprised  the  catch,  decent  roach  being  shown  only 
by  Mr.  R  Gouthorp  and  Mr.  W.  Wheatlye,  the  former 
having  4lb.  3)z,  and  the  latter  31b.  14oz.  weight  of 
fish.  Clear  water  and  a  hot  sun  militated  against 
successful  angling.  By  permission  of  Mr.  Hicfe,  the 
members  of  Terry's  A.C.  were  enabled  on  Saturday  to 
try  the  waters  at  Wheldrake.  The  sport  was  keenly 
followed  for  nearly  three  hours,  and  all  save  two 
caught  fish,  Mr.  T.  Broughton's  catch  of  2lb.  6Joz. 
being  the  largest ;  Mr.  J.  Petty  was  second,  and  Mr. 
M.  Kirk  third.  The  clubs  which  have  entered  for  the 
competition  of  the  Amalgamated  Anglers  for  Mr.  G.  D. 
Faber's  silver  cup  on  the  Ouse  to-day  (Saturday) 
number  seventeen — a  vary  satisfactory  total. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  hot  and  bright,  and  sport  has 
not  been  what  it  usually  is  at  this  season.  Tbe 
prospects,  however,  are  brightening  up  for  those 
waters  still  open  for  angling,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
back-end  angling  will  be  productive  of  good  sport. 
On  Waterville  lake  matters  i  continue  backward, 
though  occasionally  some  fair  takes  of  sea  and  brown 
trout  have  been  had.  On  the  Waterville  upper  lakes 
sport  has  been  fairly  good,  and  on  the  small  Kerry 
mountain  lakes  brown  trout  have  furnished  good 
baskets  as  far  as  numbers  ara  concerned,  but  the 
fish  were  small.  At  Killarney  angling  has  shown 
little  or  no  improvement,  but  the  prospects  for 
the  coming  week  are  rather  reassuring  in  this 
district.  The  Cork  livars  have  generally  furnished 
fair  sport  at  salmon,  and  the  sea  trout  gave  good 
sport  at  times  on  those  waters  that  hold  those  fish. 
Ere  the  season  finally  closes  good  returns  are  looked 
forward  to,  but  much,  it  indeed  not  all,  depends  upon 
the  weather.  Sea  fishing  is  now  on  at  all  the  principal 
stations  in  Cork  and  Kerry.  The  fish,  esoecially  scad 
and  bream,  are  more  numerous  at  most  places  than 
have  been  for  several  years,  and  they  have  been  taking 
wall.  Pollack,  mackerel  and  gurnards  also  have 
afforded  fine  sport  especially  in  the  evenings.  Rock 
fishing  has  been  productive  of  much  sport  at  several 
places  in  Cork  and  Kerry. 
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ANGLERS'   HOTE1L.S,   FISHING   QUARTERS,  «&c. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL,  KILREA,  co.  DERRY 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
tinder  new  management.  Appointments, 
accommodation,  and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths  ; 
Billiards  ;  Suites  of  Rooms  ;  Vehicles  ;  Boats. 
New  Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers' 
board,  9/-  per  day.— Address,  Miss  McCallum, 
Manageress. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Egg-esford,  North  Devon. 

SHOOTING  and  FISHING  FEEE  to 
HOTEL  GUESTS.  Twenty  miles  pre- 
served water — Mid  Taw  and  Little  Dart. 


WILLIAM  LITTLEWORTH,  Proppletop. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CROES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
river  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request 
T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


BORDER  ESK, 
Langholm. 

FISSJNa   QUA  It  TERS  : 

ESKDALE  HOTEL 

(Temperance). 
SEND   FOR  TARIFF. 

WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor. 


LOCH  ASSYNT.  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL. 


EXCELLENT  FREE  FISHING.  — 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing 
on  River  Inver.  Boats.  Experienced 
Gillies.  Fishing  Tackle.  Posting.  Boute 
— Rail  to  Invershin,  where  carriage  will 
be  in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inchnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CORRIB, 

Co.  Galway,  IrcJaiul. 


ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  OUGHTERARD. 

Within  10  niiinites'  walk  of  Lough,  free 
Fi.sliing  for  Trout  and  Salmon,  Perch  and  Pike  ; 
some  of  the  largest  that  have  been  caught  in 
any  fishery  in  Ireland.  Wild  Fowl  Shooting  in 
abundance.  This  Hotel  has  been  lately  enlarged 
with  additional  10  bedrooms,  with  bathroom, 
hot  and  cold  water,  and  sanitary  arrangements. 
Got  up  in  best  style. 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITJE  HART  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarsf 
Fishing  In  the  Avon.  Tickets  Issued  to  visltore 
In  Hotel  at  6«.  per  day.  Billiards ;  Posting ; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarter  >  of  C.T.C., 
&c.— Address,  Propkietor. 


Anerlers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fifhing  the  Dove  and  IzaaJi  Walton  Ooonby 

SHOULD  ADVKRTISK  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

Wanted'  advli.,  18  uwrdt,  M. ;  10  ux/rd;  H.,  prcimid. 
Addreax :   News  Office.  Anhbourne. 


THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OF  TUB 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

Can  b«  obtained  from  the  Pubiiiheri, 
Price  8b.  ed. 

London  :  Samfson  Low,  Makston  &,  Co.,  Ltd. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London, 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.     En  pension  terms 
only  108*  6cl.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry. 


GOOD  LAKE  AND  RIVER 
FISHING 

(Salmon.  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  Eels) 
at  a  nominal  cost. 

SWAN  HOTEL 

THORNTHWAITE,  KESWICK. 

Three  minutes  from  lake.    Splendidly  situated  ; 
one  of  the  finest  views  in  lake  district  from  the 
hotel.   Terms,  6s.  dd.  per  day,  or  2  guineas  per 
week.   Special  terms  for  fishermen. 


4^  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


WHALES. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 

FREE  to  Visitors.  All  netting  stopped  for  season  in  August.  September  and 
October  are  the  best  months  for  Salmon  Fishing.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on 
draught  and  in  bottles.    Billiards  and  Posting. 

Inclusive  Terms,  9s.  a  day.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


Swai|Holeljei|[iui!iJorceslerslilie. 

HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 


FREE  FISHING 


in 


for  Visitors  staying 
Hotel. 


LOCH  KATRINE— STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated  in  the  heart 
of  Rob  Roy's  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Gregor  being  in  close  proximity, 
and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  fishing  is  free  on  loch  Katrine,  loch  Chon,  and 
several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel  ;  excellent  boats  and  experienced  boatmen  are 
kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and  Trossachs 
and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or  by  Aberfoyle 
and  Trossachs  and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and  steamers  by  these 
routes  during  the  season.   Post  and  telegraph  office  in  hotel. 

DONALD  FERGUSON,  Proprietor 


CULAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire  ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat  from 
Glasgow  on  Mondays.  Wires :  "  Culag, 
Lochinver."  John  Mackenzie. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINQSBBIDGE.  S.  DEVON, 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance' 
8s.  6d.  per  day.  FISHLNG  for  Pike, 
Perch  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  TAY,  KILLIN,  N.B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges : 
£1  per  Salmon.  Fishing  opened  16th 
January,  For  Boats,  apply  to  H.  J, 
Maiset,  KlUin  Hotel,  Eillin,  N.B. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

B ALU N ROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland — Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  H  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.  Special  to  a  Party. 
 T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


GRAHAM  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Long^town,  Cumberland. 

First-class  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Every  Comfort.    Charges  Moderate. 

SPLENDID  TROUT  &  SALMON !FISHING-RIVER  ESK. 

'I'ho  I'roprictor,  liavinf^  obtained  a  I'rivute 
.Stretcli  with  exclusive  right  on  both  sides,  i.s 
open  to  Let  a  limited  number  of  Itods  per  Day, 
Week,  Month,  or  otherwise,  to  Anglers  stay- 
ing at  the  Hotel  or  elsewhere.  Particulars 
and  Scale  of  Charges  on  application.  A  fair 
number  of  Spring  Salmon  are  generally 
caught,  and  the  Sea  Trout  and  Herling 
I'ishing  affords  first-rate  sport  in  August. 
September  and  October  are  the  best  Salmon 
months. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Bendon,  Middlesex, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Sood  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  statloni.  Book  to 
VTelsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SizBS  OF  Fish, 


Pike,  18  Inch. 

Chub,  7  inch. 

Kudd,  6  Inch. 

Tench,  8  inch. 
Bottom  Fishing 
Jack  Fishing 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  inch. 
Perch,  8  inch. 
Gudgeon,  4  Inch. 

per  day  1/0 

„  2/6 


THE  CELEBRATED 

FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 


OUT  OF  SIGHT  AND  SOUND  OF  RAILWAYS 


An  ideal  spot.     Close  to  Hindhead,  with  most 
charming  surroundings. 

lionting,  Pitntlnff,  and  Sniling  on  own 
f  rivate  £a/c«  in   front  of   Hotel  : 
It  miles  in  Circumference. 

EXCELLENT  FISHING  on  LAKE  or  STREAM, 

FAMOUS  FOR  AUTUMN  &  WINTER  PIKE  FISHING, 

Aliciiit  1000  ai'res  of  Good  Mixed  Shooting 
available  to  residents. 


Board  and  Residence  from  3  gs.  per  week 
Inclusive.   Everything  supplied  of  Best 
Possible  Quality.   Moderate  Prices. 

Qood  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses. 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 


Tariff  forwarded  on  applicaHotit 

G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 
Telegrams:  "  Griffiths,  Frensham  Pond,  Surrey. 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Perox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Particu- 
lars on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CONN  HOTEL  (ERREN  HOUSE), 

Crossmolina,  Ballina. 

First-class  SALMON  and  TROUT  FISHING  on 
this  famous  lough  free.  Tliis  Hotel  is  charmingly 
situated  as  a  resort  for  Anglers  and  Family 
Parties.  High-class  catering  ;  superior  accom- 
modation, comprising  bathrooms  supplied  with 
hot  and  cold  water,  private  sitting-rooms,  <fec. 
Moderate  tariff.  Enquiry  solicited.  Apply— 
MAURICE  J.  FITZGERALD. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Eaeii  of  Cahnaevon 
(rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


LOCHMADDY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  UI8T. 

Best  Fishing  in  Hebrides  for  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Brown  Trout.   Over  50  lochs. 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  from 
25th  February  till  end  of  October. 
Excellent  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  on  all 
lochs.  Drawing  and  smoking  rooms. 
Hot,  cold,  and  salt  water  baths.  Posting. 
Daily  mails  via  Oban,  Mallaig,  and  Inver- 
ness. Telegraph  office.  Good  golf  course 
short  drive  from  Hotel. 

D.  MACFADYEN. 


ST.  MAGNDS  HOTEL  AND  FISHINGS, 

HILLSWICK,  SHETLAND. 

Steamers  from  Leit?i  and  Aberdeen  to 
Shetland,  Five  Times  Weekly. 

There  are  over  20  fresh  water  lochs  in  the 
district  containing  trout,  and  the  fishing  is  free. 
There  is  also  line  sea  fishing  within  half-a-niile 
of  the  Hotel,  where  boats  are  provided.  The 
scenery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hillswick  is 
considered  to  be  the  finest  in  the  British  Isles, 
and  the  climate  is  mild  and  pleasant.  Board 
(including  Bedroom)  per  Week,  £3  3s.  For 
particulars  and  dates  of  Sailing,  apply  to  the 
Manager,  North  of  Scotland  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Aberdeen. 


SPRING  FISHING. 

60,000  acres  of  FREE  water. 

LOUGH  CORRIB  AND  LOUGH  MASK,  best 
Trout  lakes  in  Ireland,  with  monster  Pike.  Both 
lakes  convenient  to  Hotel.  Anglers  fishing  fnmi 
the  Mount  Gable  Hotel  have  a  double  advantage  : 
when  Lough  Mask  is  too  rough  to  fish,  owing  to 
north  wind,  there  is  always  shelter  on  Lough 
Corrib,  only  fifteen  minutes'  walk;  all  cars  to 
lakes  and  railway  station  free  to  visitors.  Terms 
moderate  and  incUi.sive.  Sanitary  arrangements 
perfect ;  telegraph  office  and  two  mails  daily  on 
the  spot ;  with  resident  doctor  and  two 
churches ;  scenery  unsurpassed.  Special  terms 
to  a  party.  Apply— 

IVIount^    0£ible  KCotiel, 

CLONBUR,  CO.  GALWAY. 


Anglers  wishing:  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing:  In  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

SHOULD  ADVEKTISB  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  "  advts.,  25  words  for  Is.,  prepaid. 
Address:  " Observer "OfHee. Bournemouth. 
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^ofes  from  il)e  Wotif). 


The  King,  Queen,  and  Court  are  now  on  Deeside 
after  a  healthful  cruise  among  the  western  isles  and 
round  the  North  of  Scotland.  We  saw  him  at  the 
Aberdeen  Station  on  Monday  afternoon,  looking  the 
picture  of  lifa  and  health. 

His  Majesty  had  some  deer-stalking  during  his 
cruise,  and  the  Queen  a  faw  hours'  trouting  along 
with  the  Duchess  of  Sutherland  on  Loch  Brora,  when 
some  good  sport  was  got,  considering  the  short  time 
out. 


A  right  hearty  welcome  awaited  the  royal  travellers 
at  Ballater,  the  terminus  of  the  Deeside  line,  and 
Balmoral — their  highland  home.  The  Prince  of  Wales, 
General  Sir  Dighton  Probyn,  and  Lord  KnoUys  met 
them  at  Ballater  Station. 


A  glorious  spate  filled  the  rivers  and  streams  all 
over  the  country  last  week.  It  was  just  the  thing 
wanted  to  ensure  a  good  head  of  fish  for  the  back-end 
season,  and  they  are  now  running  up  in  fair  numbers. 

The  Ythan,  Ugie,  and  some  other  late  silmon 
districts  closed  netting  operations  on  Tuesday  last, 
Sept.  9,  and  the  only  one  now  open  is  the  Tweed, 
which,  however,  closes  on  Monday,  Sept.  15.  The 
season  all  over  is  below  the  average,  but  better  than 
last  year. 


The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board,  who  own  some 
£10,000  of  salmon  fishings,  sold  very  close  on  £7000 
worth  of  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout,  and  realised 
£  1153  over  last  year's  returns. 

Last  week  the  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  agreed  to 
continue  their  grant  of  sixty  guineas  to  the  River  Dee 
Salmon  Fishings  Improvement  Association. 

There  are  156  whisky  distilleries  in  Scotland  ;  28  in 
Ireland;  and  9  in  "Merrie  England."  Of  those  in 
Scotland,  including  Argyll,  120  are  in  the  highland 
counties, !  BanfEshire  alone  having  some  24.  The 
wealth  of  the  highlands  lies  in  its  salmon,  grouse, 
and  whisky. 


An  interesting  point  in  connection  with  the  weekly 
close  time  came  up  in  the  Cupar  (Fife)  Sherifi  Court 
last  week,  when  Mr.  Johnstone,  sen.,  was  charged  with 
!    failing  to  remove  seven  bag-nets  contrary  to  the  Act. 

i   

'  It  was  contended  that  it  was  dangerous  to  launch 
I  the  boat  at  the  usual  place,  and  so  the  nets  could  not 
!  be  slapped  in  time.  The  SheriS,  in  convicting  accused, 
1  said  that  were  he  to  admit  the  defence  it  would  (in 
I  law)  be  putting  a  premium  on  ibad  landing  places,  so 
1  he  fined  Mr.  Johnstone  Is.  for  each  net  with  £3 
expenses. 

Tidal  anglers  are  blaming  the  abnormally  cold 
autumn  weather  for  their  poor  baskets.  Fish  are 
everywhere  plentiful,  but  they  are  not  rising  freely  to 
the  fly,  and  when  they  do, very  often  come  short. 

As  the  autumn  advances  the  fall  of  the  leaf  will  be 
more  and  more  forced,  unsolicited,  on  the  attention 
of  the  salmon  angler.    Floating  leaves  are  a  great 

I     nuisance  to  the  fisherman,  whatever  the  fish  may 

'    think  of  them.   


Autumn  flies,  which  show  a  decided  contrast  to  the 
general  russet  of  the  decaying  leaf,  will  be  found  to  be 
more  fatal  lures  than  ithose  which  might  otherwise 
pass  for  leaves.  One  with  a  blue  dressing,  such  as 
the  Blue  Doctor,  will  answer  better  than  a  Gordon.  I 
have  proved  it  on  more  than  one  occasion,  and  I  give 
the  hint  for  what  it  is  worth. 


The  Shetland  anglers  are  getting  more  sport  now, 
and  September  promises  in  a  measure  to  be  a  fairly 
good  month.  The  angling  season  there  goes  on  to  the 
middle  of  November,  but  few  anglers  care  to  stay  so 
long. 


The  Don  "boys"  are  preparing  for  a  big  season, 
and  ere  long  the  "  snigger  "[Will  be  strongly  en  evidence, 
on  the  lower  waters  at  least.         Special  Scotch. 

[Some  time  ago  some  salmon  fishing  was  advertised 
as  to  let  on  the  Don,  near  Aberdeen.  I  wonder  if  it 
was  on  one  of  the  stretches  where  the  "  sniggering  " 
or  "snatching"  of  salmon  goes  on  so  freely  on  the 
lower  Don.  It  is  incomprehensible  how  this  poaching 
ia  allowed  to  go  on  under  the  very  noses  of  the 
magistrates  and  sportsmen  of  Aberdeen. — Ed.  FM.] 


VIENNA  FISHERY  EXHIBITION. 


The  first  International  Fishery  Exhibition  ever  held 
in  Austria  was  opened  at  Vienna  on  Saturday,  Sept.  6, 
by  the  Archduke  Franz  Ferdinand.  Reuter's  corre- 
spondent in  Vienna,  writing  on  the  subject,  says: — 
"  The  exhibits  are  very  artistically  arranged  in  build- 
ings belonging  to  the  Imperial  and  Royal  Agricul- 
tural Society  in  the  Prater.  The  whole  enterprise  is 
under  the  management  of  a  special  committee,  largely 
composed  of  representatives  of  the  various  Austrian 
fishing  associations.  The  use  of  the  word  '  inter- 
national '  is  somewhat  of  a  misnomer  ;  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  whole  exhibition  is  overwhelmingly  German. 
France,  Italy,  Norway,  and  Roumania  are  all  repre- 
sented, but  only  very  slightly  as  compared  with 
Germany.  Of  the  three  main  buildings  comprising 
the  exhibition,  German  exhibitors  occupy  one  ex- 
clusively, whilst  half  of  another,  set  apart  for  an 
aquarium,  is  devoted  to  fish  caught  in  the  rivers  and 
lakes  of  the  German  Empire.  For  some  apparently 
inexplicable  reasons,  England  has  declined  to  take  any 
part  in  the  exhibition.  Numerous  letters,  prospectuses, 
and  circulars  were  sent  to  the  chief  angling  societies 
in  Great  Britain,  but  elicited  no  response.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  president  of  the  exhibition  committee, 
Herr  Francis  von  Pirko,  England  has  thereby  lost  an 
opportunity  which  Germany  has  not  been  slow  to 
avail  herself  of.  Herr  von  Pirko  says,  and  other 
members  of  the  committee  agree  with  him,  that 
Austria  offers  a  very  inviting  field  for  English  boat- 
builders  and  manufacturers  of  fishing  and  aquatic 
articles.  The  empire  abounds  in  beautiful  lakes, 
which  are  attracting  every  year  larger  numbars  of 
pleasure-seekers,  and  there  is  a  rapidly-increasing 
demand  for  better  boating  facilities.  The  Austrian- 
built  rowing  and  sailing  boats — especially  the  former 
—are  outrageously  expensive,  besides  being  heavy  and 
clumsy. 

"  The  light  rowing  boats  and  canoes  built  on  the 
Thames  would  find  a  ready  sale  here,  superior  as  they 
are,  in  every  way,  to  the  home-made  article.  They 
could  be  sold  at  a  substantial  profit,  and  yet  at  prices 
less  than  one-half  of  those  demanded  by  the  Austrian 
builders.  While  there  is  a  tariff  on  boats  and  canoes 
imported  into  Austria,  it  is  not  very  high,  and  offers 
no  particular  barrier  to  the  English  builder.  A  German 
firm,  near  Bremen,  sent  two  sample  boats,  one  a  pair- 
oared  pleasure  skiS,  the  other  somewhat  broader  and 
stouter  for  fishing.  Both  were  sold  the  day  after  they 
arrived  on  the  grounds,  a  week  before  the  exhibition 
opened.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  this  firm  will  secure  a 
goodly  line  of  orders,  as  a  result  of  their  enterprise. 
It  might  be  added  that  while  the  German  boats  are 
better  and  cheaper  than  the  Austrian,  they  do  not 
compare  with  the  English  either  in  cheapness  or 
quality.  Then  there  are  oil-skins.  These  are  not 
made  in  Austria  at  all,  and  the  Germans  monopolise 
the  market.  Here  is  an  excellent  opening  for  the 
English  manufacturers,  whose  goods  enjoy  a  much 
higher  repute  than  those  of  their  German  rivals.  In 
other  lines  of  industry,  too,  connected  with  fishing 
and  boating,  English  traders  would  assuredly  find  a 
good  market  open  here.  Before  leaving  this  subject, 
it  might  be  interesting  to  note  that  the  whole  of  the 
German  exhibits  have  been  arranged  by  the  German 
Sea  Fishing  Union,  a  national  association  under  the 
direct  patronage  of  the  Emperor,  and  receiving  also 
substantial  financial  as  well  as  official  support  from 
the  Imperial  Government." — Financial  Neivs. 


THE  SENSE  ORGANS  OF  FISHES. 


It  is  especially  difficult  to  obtain  a  clear  idea  of  the 
sense  organs  of  fishes,  according  to  Qartcnlauhc  (Ber- 
lin). The  organ  most  easily  studied  is  the  eye,  which 
differs  little  from  that  of  other  vertebrates.  The 
same  paper  goes  on  to  say  : 

"  The  iris,  in  most  species,  has  a  brilliant  metallic 
lustre  ;  the  pupil  is  large  and  round,  the  lens  of  great 
size.  Proper  eyelids  are  wanting,  but  many  fishes  have 
crescent-shaped  folds  of  skin  which  shield  portions  of 
the  eye.  The  eyes  of  fishes  must  be  extremely  sensi- 
tive to  light,  as  many  species  pass  the  winter  at  a 
depth  of  a  hundred  or  even  two  hundred  feet  below 
the  ice  and  snow-covered  surface,  and  there  seek  and 
find  their  food.  In  the  flat  fishes — soles,  turbots,  and 
flounders — both  eyes  are  on  one  side  of  the  head  in 
the  adult,  though  the  very  young  fry  are  perfectly 
symmetrical.  The  twisting  of  the  skull,  which  carries 
the  eyes  to  one  side,  takes  place  when  the  young  fish 
is  about  two-thirds  of  an  inch  long  and  has  assumed 
its  adult  form  and  attitude.  The  transformation  is 
especially  remarkable  in  those  species  that  have  the 
dorsal  fin  prolonged  over  the  entire  head.  The  eye 
moves  under  this  fin,  which  at  one  stage  of  the  process 
divides  it  in  two. 

"  The  nose  of  a  fish  consists  of  two  holes  lined  with 
a  corrugated  mucous  membrane  in  which  the  nerves 
of  smell  terminate.  The  utility  of  a  nose  to  a  fish  is 
not  clear.  Its  functions  must  be  essentially  diiierent 
from  those  of  the  noses  of  laud  animals,  which  take 


cognizance  of  gaseous  substances  alone.  The  '  scent ' 
of  fishes,  to  which  old-time  anglers  attached  great 
importance,  has  been  proved  to  be  very  feeble,  or  non- 
existent, foe  they  swim  indifferently  past  bait  which 
does  not  appeal  to  the  eye.  The  sense  of  taste,  how- 
ever, is  very  keen,  although  the  tongue  is  usually  very 
hard,  so  that  the  seat  of  taste  must  be  in  the  softer 
parts  of  the  mouth.  Fishes  in  aquariums  snap  at 
anything  thrown  to  them,  but  reject  from  their  mouths 
what  is  not  to  their  liking.  The  organ  of  hearing  is 
simpler  in  fishes  than  in  other  vertebrates.  The  ex- 
ternal ear  is  entirely  wanting  and  the  inner  ear  con- 
sists merely  of  cavities  filled  with  fluid,  and  with 
little  hard  particles,  resembling  porcelain,  which  were 
formerly  muoh  used  in  medicine.  But  this  simple  ear 
is  very  sensitive,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  a  light 
blow  on  the  surface  of  the  water  scatters  the  fishes 
instantly.  Of  fishes'  sense  of  touch  we  know  very 
little.  As  with  all  animals,  it  is  possessed  by  the 
whole  skin,  but  in  many  fishes  it  is  especially  acute  in 
the  bristles  around  the  mouth. 

"  There  are  some  indications  that  fishes  possess  a 
sixth  sense,  the  organs  of  which  are  the  pores  of  the 
head  and  of  the  lateral  band.  This  band  is  a  row  of 
little  canals  connec':ed  with  the  external  world  by 
holes  through  the  scales.  In  these  cavities,  under 
which  runs  a  large  nerve,  are  found  nerve  heads  or 
terminations  like  those  of  other  sense  organs.  The 
use  of  this  apparatus  is  unknown.  It  has  been 
assumed  that  fishes  do  not  sleep  and  that  these  organs 
in  some  way  take  the  place  of  sleep,  but  there  is  no 
proof  for  either  assumption." — Translation  made  for 
"The  Literary  Digest." 


Xetters  to  the  Ebftot. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.l 


CROSS  BETWEEN  R4.INB0W  AND  COMMON 
TROUT. 

Dear  Sie, — I  send  for  your  inspection  a  hybrid 
trout  from  Salmo  irideus  and  Salmo  fario.  I  laid 
down  the  ova  in  February  last.  The  hatch  was  poor, 
not  more  than  five  per  cent,  of  the  eggs  being 
impregnated.  The  spawning  was  conducted  by  my- 
self, and  there  is  no  doubt  about  the  cross.  All  the 
hatch  have  the  same  peculiar  markings.  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  send  you  another  specimen  when  a  year  old. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  Lyon  Whittle. 

Warrington. 

[The  cross  makes  a  very  handsome  fish,  as  was  to  be 
expected;  I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Whittle,  and 
shall  be  glad  to  see  the  yearling  fish. — Ed.] 


INSECTS  FROM  A  TROUT  POND. 

Dear  Sib, — 1  enclose  bottle  containing  a  couple  of 
insects  taken  from  a  small  trout  pond.  One  of  them 
was  taken  hanging  to  a  large  tadpole  by  the  two  claws 
at  the  front  of  the  head,  and  it  took  a  few  minutes' 
poking  at  with  a  match  before  it  released  its  hold  of 
the  tadpole,  which  was  found  to  be  not  quite  dead. 

On  further  investigation  of  the  pond  we  found  that 
there  were  scores  of  dead  tadpoles  on  the  bottom,  and 
we  afterwards  caught  twenty-three  specimens  of  the 
enclosed. 

I  should  be  much  indebted  to  you  if  you  could 
infor  Q  me,  either  privately  or  through  the  medium  of 
your  valuable  paper  (which  I  may  say  several  of  our 
members  take  weekly),  what  the  insect  is,  and  if  it  will 
be  injurious  to  the  fish  in  the  pond.  If  so,  could  you 
suggest  any  method  of  destroying  it  without  damage 
to  the  fish.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours 
truly,  RoBT.  K.  Abbott,  Hon.  Sec, 

Rybarn  Angling  Club. 

P.S. — I  have  saved  three  of  these  to  send,  but  they 
have  evidently  killed  one  of  their  party  in  the  basin 
which  I  had  put  them  to  keep  alive. 

[The  bottle  contained  one  dragon  fly  larva  and  the 
remains  of  another.  They  are  very  destructive  to 
anything  they  can  get  their  claws  into,  and  will 
destroy  fish  eggs  acd  fry. — Ed.] 

"ABOUT  LANDING-NETS." 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  much  interested  in  the  "Baron's" 
article  on  the  above  subject,  and,  so  far  as  my  little 
experience  goes,  I  am  with  him  in  all  he  says. 

Another  alteration  in  the  orthodox  style  I  would 
suggest.  I  have  recently  made  one,  and  to  my  way  of 
thinking  it  is  an  improvement.  It  is  Y-shaped,  or 
rather  triangular — the  extremities  of  the  arms  are 
connected  by  a  slip  of  lancewood — thus  losing  in 
portability  but  gaining  in  rigidity.  This  is  merely 
"by  the  way."  The  advantage  "lies  in  the  fact  that 
the  upper  surface  of  the  arms  and  handle  when 
extended  for  use,  instead  of  being  in  the  same  straight 
line,  form  an  angle  of  about  150  degrees.  You  will 
find  with  this  arrangement  that  it  ^is  easier  to  get 
your  net  under  the  fish  and  ladle  him  out. 

It  is  but  a  short  step  from  landing-nets  to  the 
proper  conduct  thereof.  There  are  many  adepts  with 
the  rod  who  are  absolute  duffers  with  the  net.   A  fish 


Orikstal  IVkjKS  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
pnldi.shed  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  .St. 
I>nn3tan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  Catalooub  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  Histories, 
and  Indian  &OTenimeDt  Publications  can  be  bad  on  application. 
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is  skilfully  liooked  and  manceuvred  up  to  the  net, 
then  there  is  a  swoop  at  him  anyhow,  anywhere,  head 
for  choice,  and  the  fish  is  bagged  or  not  according  to 
the  luck.  No  wonder  we  so  frequently  hear  and  read 
of  fish  "brought  to  the  net  and  lost."  Some,  no 
doubt,  consider  it  immaterial  which  end  goes  into  the 
net  first  so  long  as  jou  get  him  in,  but  I  think  that  in 
this,  as  in  all  things,  there  are  right  and  wrong  wava. 

With  all  due  respect  to  "  Mona,"  I  beg  to  differ 
with  him,  and  maintain  that  the  tail  is  the  better  end 
to  approach  jour  fish. 

I  remember  in  my  schoolboy  diys  watching  a  man 
all  one  afternoon  in  the  water-meadows  between 
Winchester  and  St.  Cross.  It  was  during  the  May 
Fly  season,  and  he  was  having;  rare  sport ;  -and  the 
way  in  which  he  brought  his  fish  up  to  the  landing- 
net  and  dropped  them  in  tail  first  was  a  revelation  to 
me  and  a  lesson  I  have  never  forgotten.  —  Yours 
faithfully,  X.  S.  R. 

iFIXING  HOBS  IN  WADING  BROGUES,  ETC. 

DEiR  Sir, — I  noticed  Messrs.  Hardy's  letter  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  6  re  above,  and  have  written 
them.  I  was  not  aware  that  they  had  adopted  the 
same  plan,  but  was  very  pleased  all  the  same  that 
they  had,  as  I  am  of  opinion  that  hobs  fixed  in  this 
way  will  give  anglers  every  satisfaction.  The  hobs 
may  wear  dull,  but  their  giving  way  is  almost 
impossible.— Yours  faithfully,  H.  Bowie. 

FISHING  AT  ST.  IVES  (HUNTS). 

Dear  Sir, — To  anyone  fond  of  fishing,  and  anxious 
to  know  where  really  good  sport  can  be  obtained,  at  a 
minimum  of  cost,  I  would  recommend  them  to  try 
St.  Ives,  near  Cambridge.  The  cheapest  and  quickest 
route  from  London  is  from  the  Great  Eistern  Railway 
Company's  terminus,  Liverpool-street,  the  journey 
occupying  about  IJ  hours. 

At  St.  Ives  he  will  find  his  material  comforts  well 
attended  to,  and  will  be  treated  as  one  of  the  family, 
yet  without  any  undue  familiarity  such  as  the  phrase 
might  seem  to  suggest.  Moreover,  every  assistance 
will  be  given  him  to  pursue  his  favourite  sport. 

The  river,  the  Ouse,  literally  teems  with  all  kinds 
of  freshwater  fish,  namely,  pike,  perch,  rudd,  bream, 
roach,  barbel,  and  tench,  all  of  which  run  very  large 
owing  to  so  few  anglers  apparently  being  aware  of  the 
opportunities  offered  on  the  river  at  this  place. 

There  will  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  either  boats 
or  punts,  and  fishing  tackle  and  baitj  can  also  be 
secured  at  a  cost  which  Londoners  would  call 
ridiculously  moderate. 

One  night,  only  a  few  weeks  back,  I  was  fishing  on 
this  liver  at  St.  Ives  when  I  saw  one  of  the  finest 
sights  it  has  ever  been  my  lot  to  witness.  The  moon 
was  shining  brightly  on  a  shoal  of  bream  that  was 
passing,  the  reflection  of  the  rays  on  their  bright 
scales  making  up  a  picture  dazzling  in  the  extreme. 
The  sound  of  their  rushes  as  they  swirled  past  was 
like  the  rushing  of  the  wind  through  a  forest.  Added 
to  the  beauty  of  the  scene,  the  weitdness  of  the 
sounds  intensified  the  beauty  of  the  picture,  and 
eeemed  to  be  in  quite  another  world. 

With  good  sport,  the  best  of  food  and  attention 
from  the  retidents,  and  picturesque  surrouudings, 
pitoators  might  do  worse  than  pay  a  vifcit.  Any 
angler  wishing  for  fuller  information  will  be  gladly 
supplied  by  yours  truly,  Thos.  C.  Young, 

Falconer-road,  Late  member  Dalston  Anglers. 

Bu  hey,  Herts. 


ST.  BRIDE'S  BAY. 

Dear  Sir, — For  the  information  of  your  correspon- 
dent, W.  E.  G.  Atkinson,  I  beg  to  inform  him  that 
the  fishing  in  St.  Bride's  Bay  is  by  far  the  best 
I  know  of.  The  place  abounds  with  mackerel 
and  red  gurnard,  and  can  be  taken  from  a  boat,  but 
rarely  from  the  land.  There  are  no  bass,  but  brill 
and  flatfish  can  be  taken  by  bottom  fishing.  A  boat 
can  always  be  hired  at  small  cost. — Yours  truly, 

J.  M.  Martin. 

P.S. — I  have  just  taken  a  61b.  turbot  with  the  hook. 


ROACH  FISHING  NEAR  EASTBOURNE. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  "  G  M."  re  "  Roach  Fishing 
near  Eastbcurue,"  he  will  be  able  to  obtain  good 
sport  at  Pevencey  Haven.  This  water  is  held  by  the 
Hastings  and  St.  Ltonaids  Angling  Association,  and 
runs  from  Main  Road  Bridge  at  Peveuhey  to  Rickney 
Bridge,  about  three  miles.  Tickets  at  Is.  per  day  can 
be  obtained  from  the  bailiff,  Mr.  S.  Miller,  postman, 
Pevensey,  aad  from  the  landlord  at  the  New  Inn. — 
Yours  truly,  A. 


LOCH  LOMOND  ANGLING  IMPROVEMENT. 
SiB, — Many  of  your  angling  readers  will  know  that 
we  have  for  the  past  six  years  introduced  annually 
into  Lech  Lomond  somo  00,000  ealmon,  sea-trout  and 
brown  trout  fry,  and  that  wo  have  this  spring  suc- 
ceeded in  introducing  as  many  8S  97,000  into  the  loch 
from  our  hatching-boxes  near  Luss.  Encouraged  by 
this  BUccesB,  my  committee  propose  to  inaugurate  at 


Luss  a  hatchery  on  the  lines  of  those  at  Howietoun, 
capable  of  treating  each  season  some  200,000  ova. 
Plans  and  estimates  have  been  taken  for  the  cost, 
which  is  not  excessive,  but  will  almost  certainly 
exceed  any  free  baUnce  the  association  will  have  at 
its  disposal  this  jear.  The  upkeep  and  maintenance 
will  be  tiifling. 

As  anglers  generally,  besides  members  of  the  asso- 
ciation, participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  association's 
work,  my  committee  confidently  appeal  to  them  through 
the  valuable  medium  of  the  columns  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  for  contributions  fcufliiiieut  to  ensure  the  com- 
pletion of  the  work  this  autumn.  Something  over 
£50  is  required  — I  am,  etc.,  Henby  Lamond, 

Secretary. 

Loch  Lomond  Angling  Improvem'nt  Assooiation, 
103,  Wefct  George- stieet,  Glasgow. 

SOME  OLD  BILLS. 

SiB, — Here  are  the  dates  of  a  few  of  the  Bills  for 
the  preservation  and  increase  of  fish,  etc.,  the  first 
appearing  sixty  years  before  the  birth  of  Izaak  Walton. 
Similar  evils  had  to  be  met  in  those  days  as  exist  at 
present. 

Bill  for  the  preservation  and  increase  of  fish,  1533. 

Bill  for  the  preservation  of  the  spawn  of  fish, 
32  Henry  Vill.,  1510. 

Bill  :  or  the  preservation  of  the  fry  of  fish,  31 
Henry  VIII  ,  1542. 

Bill  for  the  same  purpose,  35  Henry  VIII.,  1543. 

Bill  for  the  preservation  of  fish,  33  Henry  VIII., 
1547. 

Bill  for  destroying  the  fry  of  pike,  1547. 

Bill  for  dettroying  the  fry  of  roach,  1547. 

Bill  to  continue  Act  against  destroying  [eels  and 
salmon,  1548. 

Bill  to  preserve  the  spawn  and  fry  of  fish,  1553. 

Bill  against  using  unlawful  fishing  nets  in  the 
Thames,  1562. 

Bill  to  take  away  the  eating  of  fish  on  Wednesdays, 
1566. 

Bill  to  preserve  the  spawn  and  fry  of  fish,  1604. 

Bill  to  preserve  the  fry  of  fish,  1621. 

Bill  to  preserve  salmon  and  the  fry  of,  1623. 

Bill  for  the  fry  and  brood  of  fish,  1628. 

Bill  for  the  spawn  of  fish  and  abuses  in  fishing,  1661. 

Bill  for  the  same  purpose,  1660. 

Bill  for  salmon  and  salmon  fry,  1697. 

Petition  for  importation  of  stock  fish,  1714. 

There  are  scores  of  others  up  to  the  present  time. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  know  what  stock  fish  were 
imported  in  1714,  and  where  they  were  distributed. 
It  might  have  been  a  big  consignment  of  carp  to  supply 
the  monasteries,  or  possibly  tj  increase  the  stock  of 
other  species  that  were  perhaps  getting  scarce  even 
then,  fish  destroyed,  as  Cotton  says,  "  By  the  basest 
sort  of  people,  by  those  unlawful  ways  of  fire  and 
netting  in  the  night,  and  of  damming,  groping,  spear- 
ing, hanging,  and  hook  i  gg  by  day,  which  are  now  grown 
£0  common  that,  though  we  have  very  good  laws  to 
punish  such  offenders,  every  ra5cil  does  it  for  ought  I 
see  inipunA."  So  much  for  laws  in  the  olden  times. — 
Yours  truly,  Old  Bill. 


TH.\MES  "HOGS,"  ETC. 

Sir, — I  went  a-fishing  for  the  day  up  the  Thames 
on  Aug.  27  with  my  grandson,  and  it  appeared  to  me 
that  miny  of  these  Thames  "  hogs  "  rowed  right  across 
one's  line,  and  sometimes  tried  to  hit  one's  float  with 
an  oar,  out  of  sheer  spite,  as  though  it  were  something 
rather  clever  than  otherwise.  I  frequently  implored 
the  "flannelled  fool"  at  the  helm  to  keep  his  boat 
well  out,  with  the  result  that  several  of  these  gentry 
rowed  right  into  the  swim.  In  one  case,  after  the 
usual  warning  (including  a  "sir"  at  the  end  of  it), 
my  line  got  rouad  the  rudder,  and  I  had  to  rush  up 
stream  and  play  all  manner  of  pranks  to  prevent  a 
break.  I  very  soon  got  rid  of  all  this  torture  by 
taking  off  my  float,  using  a  small  bullet,  and  allowing 
the  fins  line  to  cut  the  water  about  four  feet  from  my 
ro3-top. 

Swims  may  be  found  in  many  reaches  of  the 
Thames,  with  little  or  no  stream,  where  one  can  sit, 
smoke  ine's  pipe,  and  literally  laugh  at  these  idiotic 
and  malicious  oafs.  I  say  laugh  at  them,  for  there  is 
really  nothing  left  for  them  but  to  run  a  boat  smash 
into  one's  rod-top  ;  ihey  would  have  to  be  very  quick 
about  it,  and  it  might  be  a  dangerous  experiment. 

Gentle  ttrtam  or  none,  the  marrow-fat  pea-like 
bullet  should  be  felt  distinctly,  and  no  weight  should 
be  allowed  between  the  hook  and  bullet,  except  a 
small  shot  for  it  to  rest  upon,  fixed  about  two  feet 
from  the  bait.  At  any  rate,  I  had  several  bitis,  and 
took  one  fish  by  this  method  when  the  other  was 
useless ;  and  several  who  stuck  to  the  float  did  not 
even  do  that.  One  can  have  the  bullet  just  above  the 
loop  of  the  gut  on  the  line,  or  just  below  it,  according 
to  fancy.  If  on  the  line,  the  hole  in  the  bullet  should 
be  large  enough  to  allow  it  free  play,  and  it  should  be 
suited  to  the  weight,  and  the  rod  to  both.  The  best 
quality  No.  1  white  silk  plait  roach  line  is  excellent, 
and  with  care  would  kill  a  good-sized  barbel. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  strike  a  fish  properly  with 


certain  baits  if  the  rod  is  either  too  whippy  or  too 
stiff,  say  roach  with  gentles,  oc  dace  with  worms.  I 
found  a  light  barbel  rod  with  a  top  about  four  inches 
shorter  than  the  middle  joint  act  admirably,  the 
ordinary  eleven-foot  roach  rod  being  much  too  whippy. 

By  fishing  in  rather  a  shallow  gentle  swim,  where 
the  boats  seldom  came,  and  pitching  in  a  little 
ground-bait,  I  was  pleased  to  see  the  youngster  catch 
seven  or  eight  good  gudgeon,  a  pope,  dace  and  roach, 
the  two  latter  being  returned,  and  I  had  to  explain 
the  reason  why.  I  may  just  mention  that  my  title 
may  seem  rather  strong,  but  I  took  it  from  the 
following  remarks  in  the  FisJiing  Gazette  for  Aug.  0, 
1892:  "  Many  and  many  a  time  I  have  seen  a  boat 
coming  down  stream  deliberately  steer  out  of  her 
course  to  come  between  me  and  the  bank.  Remon- 
fctrance  is  useless."  And  the  writer  says :  "  The 
thick  -  skinned  hogs  who  are  capable  of  spoiling 
another's  harmless  pleasure  out  of  sheer  malice  are 
only  gratified  if  they  provoke  their  victim  into  an 
outbreak,  and  there  is  no  legal  remedy.  The  Thames 
boating  cad  is  hopeless,  and  he  swarms."  Lastly, 
not  only  the  Thames  cad,  but  the  Thames  loafer 
swarms — your  wretched,  lazy,  swarthy,  dirty,  beery 
hulker,  who  requests  one  to  purchase  some  chub, 
bream,  roach,  or  a  jack,  as  the  case  may  be.  One  of 
them  asked  me  to  buy  four  bskrbel,  "  very  cheap,  sir." 
I  can  only  say,  if  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  I  should 
eat  those  barbel,  he  made  a  very  great  mistake.  If 
all  who  call  themselves  anglers  would  refuse  to  buy 
any  fish  whatsoever  from  these  riverside  pirates,  it 
would  be  better  for  all  concerned. — I  am,  etc  , 

Old  Dodo. 


ALLEGED  "FAIRY  TALES." 
Sir,— I  note  "  Devonian's  "  reply  to  my  letter  to 
you  of  the  week  before ;  but  before  answering  it  any 
ifurther,  I  would  ask  him  for  a  plain,  categorical 
answer,  "Y'es"  or  "No,"  to  the  f.llowing  questions:  — 

(1)  Do  the  reports  sent  in  by  him  weekly  refer  to 
the  week  immediately  past  or  not  ? 

(2)  Does  the  term  (Totnes  and  district)  apply  to 
the  water  between  here  and  Buckfastleigh  (both  sides 
of  the  river),  or  are  we  to  understand  that  he  means 
by  this  the  total  waters  of  the  Dart  and  its  tributaries? 

One  thing  further.  I  think  it  would  only  be  fair 
now  if  he  would  drop  the  nom  de  plume  of  "  Devonian  " 
and  sign  his  communications.  But,  if  he  would  prefer 
it,  I  should  be  glad  to  see  him,  and  I  have  no  doubt  in 
my  own  mind  that  we  can  settle  our  differences  quite 
amicably  in  a  personal  interview ;  and  should  he  elect 
to  see  me,  no  one  would  be  more  pleased  than  I  should 
be.  I  say  this,  but  in  the  meantime  I  still  maintain 
the  position  originally  taken  up. — Yours  faithfully, 

Clarence  House,  Totnes.  F.  0.  Gadsden, 


FISHING  R;OUND  THE  COAST. 

Dear  Sir,  —  After  my  lengthened  absence  from 
London,  touring  round  the  various  seaside  towns, 
sampling  the  angling  at  many  places,  finishing  with  a 
fortnight's  rest  at  Weymouth,  I  am  sure  a  line  vrill 
not  be  out  of  place  to  you.  Well,  to  he  brief,  fishing 
has  not  been  a  success,  although  at  places  such  as 
Deal,  Ramfgate,  Margate,  Brighton,  Southsea,  and 
Southampton  I  have  had  moderate  takes.  But  what 
do  you  think  ?  Why  at  Southampton  the  folks  are 
so  very,  very  good,  that  no  fishing  is  permitted 
from  Harbour,  Pier,  or  Docks  on  a  Sunday.  By-laws 
are  permitted  to  exist,  which  threaten  with  pains  and 
penalties  any  devotee  cf  "  Izaak's  "  art  who  ventures 
to  make  a  cast  on  that  day  in  their  sacred  waters.  I 
was  igaorant  cf  these  by-laws,  and  of  course  got  into 
hot  water  with  the  police  who  threatened  to  seize  my 
balongings.  Questioning  their  authority  I  was  at 
once  confronted  with  the  priuted  document,  which 
from  a  curtory  perusal  I  believe  to  be  absolutely  null 
and  void,  and  only  requires  a  little  pluck  on  the  part 
of  the  local  men  to  upset.  Jujt  fancy  if  an  attempt 
were  made  to  stop  fishing  on  the  Thames,  Lea,  and 
other  rivers  on  Sundays.  Southampton  men  must 
wake  up  to  the  occasion. 

I  was  vain  enough  to  believe  that  when  I  had  my 
holiday  at  Weymouth  that  I  would  surprise  some 
of  my  friends  by  sending  them  a  few  brace  of 
mullet,  but,  to  my  dismay,  these  delicious  fish 
were  off,  or  too  much  on,  the  feed,  for  on  this 
occasion  I  took  not  a  single  fish,  although 
they  were  swimming  about  in  shoa's.  Too  much 
natural  food  in  the  harbour  was  the  reason  assigned. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  bass — these  fish  abound 
round  this  port.  Dr.  Moore,  president  of  the  Wey- 
mouth Angling  Association,  and  self  tried  for  hours 
with  all  kinds  of  bait,  but  with  no  result;  fish 
were  rising  in  all  directions,  coming  to  out 
floats  and  baits  and  quietly  swimming  away.  During 
the  day  we  could  well  see  the  cause  for  this 
apparent  apathy  or  sluggishness  on  the  part  of  the 
fish.  The  waters  were  literally  swarming  with 
mackerel  bait ;  when  these  disappear  there  will  ha 
grand  sport,  in  which  I  shall  not  be  able  to  partioipat& 
On  Wednesday  last  I  joined  a  party  for  boat  fishing, 
and  managed  to  secure  five  dozen  mackerel :  this  wafl 
the  best  catch  I  had  during  my  stay.— Yours  truly, 

J.  Davis. 
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BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Eecoed  Norwegian  Salmon  Killed  with  Eod 
AND  Line. 

"  My  Dear  Marston,  —  The  writer  of  '  The 
French  "  Recordman  "  Salmon  Angler  in  Norway,' 

when  claiming  that  Comte  de  G  's  50.^1b.  salmon 

is  the  record  fish  for  1902,  is  evidently  unaware 
that  the  Fishing  Gazette  reported  on  July  19  last 
the  capture,  by  Mr.  Edward  Corbett,  in  Voselven, 
of  one  of  uHilb.,  and  also  does  not  know,  what  is  I 
even  more  to  the  point,  that  the  fish,  beautifully 
set  up,  is  now  on  view  at  Mr.  Forrest's,  in  Thomas- 
street,  Oxford-street. 

"  This  afifords  an  opportunity,  unique  as  far  as  I 
know,  of  seeing  a  salmon  so  big  that  has  been 
killed  by  rod  and  line.  For  fifty  years  I  have  been 
on  the  look-out  for  monster  fish  so  killed,  and  this 
is  the  hea'viest  I  have  ever  been  able  to  see,  and,  I 
may  say,  ever  expect  to  see.  In  reports  and  in 
fancy  casts,  fish  of  601b.  are  plentiful  enough,  but 
I  know  of  not  one  so  heavy  as  this  to  be  seen  in  its 
own  skin. 

"  According  to  my  experience  salmon  up  to  531b. 
taken  by  rod  and  line  are  not  uncommon,  but  much 
above  that  are  very  rare,  and  reports  of  such  should 
be  received  with  the  greatest  caution.  On  my 
water  I  know  of  six  of  501b.  and  over  ha-vdng  been 
taken,  every  one  of  which  has  been  set  up,  but,  till 
this  of  Mr.  Corbett's,  not  one  has  exceeded  5.^1b. 

"  The  fish  is  of  admirable  sliajje,  and  any  expert, 
after  taking  its  length,  which  is  close  on  fifty 
inches,  will  readily  realise  the  correctness  of  the 
weight  as  stated.  It  is  ten  per  cent,  above  the 
Fishing  Gazette  s  table  of  weight  for  length,  and  I 
am  vain  enough  to  believe  that  is  just  what  I 
should  have  judged  it. 

^ "  This  claim  of  the  French  writer  that.this  .50jlb. 
Namsen  fish  is  the  record  salmon  of  the  year  draws 
necessary  attention  to  a  point  which  your  readers 
know  you  have  long  had  much  to  heart — namely, 
that  reports  Bent  you  for  publication  shonld  be 
trustworthy.  Now  the  Fishing  Gazcltr  of  July  19 
and  other  sporting  papers  published  a  letter  from 
Uergen  reporting  the  capture  by  rod  and  line  of  a 


591b.  fish  on  the  Namsen.  If  it  were  a  fact  that 
a  fish  of  that  weight  had  been  caught,  it  would 
seem  impossible  to  believe  that  M.  le  Comte,  fishing 
the  same  river,  should  not  have  heard  of  it,  and  if 
no  such  fish  was  caught  readers  should  be  put  on 
their  guard  against  giving  credence  to  reports  from 
similar  sources. 

"  The  Fishing  Gazette  in  giving  the  report  had 
the  wit  to  express  a  hope  that  this  big  fish  had 
been  set  up  and  would  be  visible.  Of  this  hint  no 
notice  has,  so  far  as  I  know,  been  taken,  nor,  to 
be  frank,  did  I  ever  expect  it  would  be. — Yours 
faithfully,  ".Edward  Sturdy. 

"  Sept.  14." 


The  Queen  Salmon  Fishing. 
Last  week  we  had  a  note  about  the  King  and 
Queen's  trout  fishing  in  the  Highlands,  and  on' 
Friday  (Sept.  12)  the  Daily  Graphic  had  a  full-page 
illustration  showing  Her  Majesty  salmon  fishing 
on  the  Brora  near  Dunrobin.  If  the  artist  is 
correct  Her  Majesty  was  handicapped  with  a  very 
ancient  pattern  of  reel — one  of  the  old  long  barrels 
with  a  crank  handle  made  when  the  late  Queen 
Victoria  was  a  girl. 


A  Government  "Handbook  of  Artificial  Flies 
FOR  Salmon  and  Trout," 

Probably  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
world  a  Government  Department  has  issued  a 
"  Handbook  of  Artificial  Flies  for  Salmon  and 
Trout."  I  have  received  from  the  Fisheries  Branch 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical 
Instruction  a  copy  of  the  recently  published 
"  Handbook  of  Artificial  Flies  for  Salmon  and 
Trout  as  used  in  the  different  Fishery  Districts 
of  Ireland,  with  a  Map  of  the  Fishery  Districts." 
It  appears  that  there  has  been  an  International 
Exhibition  at  Cork,  and  that  the  Irish  Fisheries 
Department  had  a  collection  of  Irish  salmon  and 
trout  flies,  and  this  handbook  was  prepared  to 
illustrate  the  collection,  or  was  the  collection  pre- 
pared to  illustrate  the  handbook?  Anyway,  it  does 
not  matter,  and  I  welcome  this  angling  work, 
"printed  for  His  Majesty's  Stationery  Office,"  as 
infinitely  more  interesting  and  useful  than  most  of 
the  Blue  Books  on  Fisheries  which  appear  with 
His  Majesty's  sanction. 

In  a  prefatory  note  we  are  informed  that  the 
flies  in  the  collection  have  been  recommended  to 
the  Department  by  experienced  anglers  having 
special  knowledge  of  the  several  districts.  The 
information  as  to  locality,  season,  and  names  of 
makers  was  obtained  in  the  same  way.  "  The 
Department,  however,  while  satisfied  of  its  accuracy 
as  far  as  it  goes,  can,  of  course,  take  no  respon- 
sibility that  it  is  complete  in  any  particular,"  and, 
it  adds  rather  slyly,  "  It  will  be  noticed  that  flies 
known  by  the  same  name  are  often  very  differently 
dressed  in  different  districts.  As  a  rule,  the  salmon 
flies  in  the  exhibit  are  tied  upon  hooks  of  medium 
size,  while,  in  order  to  display  the  dressing  to  the 
best  advantage,  the  trout  flies  are  shown  on  the 
largest  size  of  hook  used  for  the  pattern."  It  is 
quite  refreshing  to  find  a  Government  Department 
talking  in  this  sensible  and  technical  way  about 
the  arcana  of  angling,  and  the  handbook  itself 
shows  in  four  columns  the  name  of  river,  kind  of 
fish,  local  and  standard  patterns  of  flies  used  and 
their  times  and  season  ;  it  even  goes  so  far,  in  some 
few  cases,  as  to  give  dry  fly  patterns.  It  is  a  very 
useful,  though  of  course  not  complete,  list,  and  I 
shall  get  my  copy  bound  in  morocco  for  reference. 
Some  day  it  will  be  the  scarcest  of  angling  books 
— the  only  one  e\'er  published  by  the  British 
Government. 


Henley-on-Thames  Fisheries  Preservation 
[Association. 

I  have  received  from  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  the  hon. 
sec.  of  the  Henley  Association,  the  report  for 
1901-2,  which  I  am  very  glad  to  see  is  a  satis- 
factory one.    I  give  a  few  extracts  from  it : — 

"  The  committee  in  presenting  this  report  is 
gratified  in  being  enabled  to  place  on  record  another 
season's  satisfactory  work.  The  interests  of  anglers 
as  a  body  have  been  well  and  carefully  considered, 
and  strenuous  efibrts  exercised  to  endeavour 
to  secure  the  support  and  co-operation  of  those 
most  benefited  by  the  work  of  preservation  of  the 
Thames  fisheries.  That  these  well  maintained 
efforts  are  being  met  in  a  proper  and  sportsmanlike 
spirit  by  those  more  particularly  appealed  to  is 
proved  by  the  gradually  increasing  list  of  donations 


and  subscriptions  from  anglers  and  friends  other 
than  those  residing  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood of  the  water -preserved  and  restocked  by  the 
association.    This  is  eminently  satisfactory,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  work — which  will  be  continued 
in  the  future  with  the  same  energy  that  has  been 
expended  upon  it  in  the  past — will  meet  with  a 
still  greater  share  of  success,  and  receive  increased 
support  from  the  many  who  derive  the  direct 
benefit  of  the  sacrifice  and  generosity  of  the  few. 
Notwithstanding  several  prolonged  periods  of  thick 
water  during  the  winter  months,  which  caused 
vexatious  loss  of  sport,  it  is  consoling  to  know  that 
no  disastrous  floods  occurred,  and  the  loss  of  fish 
by  straying,  and  other  reasons  incidental  to  an 
excessive  push  of  water,  was  certainly  below  the 
average.    Strict  vigilance  was  observed  in  locating 
the  fish  left  in  hollows  and  ditches  by  the  receding 
flood  waters,  and  prompt   means  were  used  to 
collect  them  and  replace  them  in  the  main  stream. 
A  number  of  small  trout  of  less  size  than  any  that 
have  been  placed  in  the  river  by  this  association  for 
at  least  eight  years  were  discovered,  and  this  most 
satisfactory  fact  is  acceptable  proof  that  the  stock 
of  'naturally  bred'  trout — which  is,  perhaps,  the 
best  applicable  term — is  increasing  in  the  Thames. 
Efforts  were  made  continuously  throughout  the 
autumn  and  winter  season  to  obtain  a  good  consign- 
ment of  bronze  bream,  but  without  success,  although 
any  quantity  of  bream  from  a  few  inches  in  length 
up  to  |lb.  in  weight  might  have  been  purchased, 
but  without  any  guarantee  as  to  variety ;  as,  how- 
ever, the  water  from  which  these  fish  were  to  be 
taken  yield  no  large  bream  it  was  thought  imdesir- 
able  to  introduce  them  into  our  waters.    Owing  to 
the  loss  of  time  in  these  inquiries,  combined  with 
the  unsettled  feeling  which  prevailed  with  regard 
to  financial  prospects,  no  expenditure  was  made  on 
trout,  but  during  the  ensuing  season  a  large  quantity 
of  both  coarse  fish  and  trout  will  doubtless  be  pur- 
chased and  turned  in.    A  splendid  lot  of  coarse  fish, 
about  2200  in  number,  and  chiefly  carp,  were  turned 
in  near  Henley  Bridge  ;  chub,  roach,  and  perch — a 
few  only  of  each — made  up  the  four  varieties  of  fish 
covered  by  this  valuable  lot  of  stock.    These  fish 
were  given  by  Mr.  Frank  Crisp,  of  Friar  Park,  and 
were  taken  from  the  ornamental  waters  in  his 
grounds.    The  committee  conveyed  to  Mr.  Crisp 
the  sincere  thanks  of  the  association  for  his 
generosity.     The  association  has  pleasure  once 
again  in  acknowledging  and  placing  on  record  the 
kindness  of  the  Press  generally  in  assisting  it  by 
giving  publicity  to  its  work  on  many  occasions 
during  the  past  year.    The  season  just  ended  was 
on  the  whole  satisfactory  from  the  angler's  point  of 
view,  and  many  good  specimens  were  taken,  indeed 
it  is  doubtful  if  any  public  water  other  than  the 
grand  old  Thames  could  produce  a  list  of  specimens 
that  would  surpass  the  following  : — trout,  61b.  and 
551b. ;  barbel,  91b.  and  8Jlb.,  and  many  down  to 
61b.  ;  roach,  lib.  15oz.  ;  carp,  101b. ;  perch,  2jlb. ; 
bream,  6Jlb. ;  pike,  a  considerable  number  from 
141b.  down  to  101b.  ;  and  chub,  5lb.  12oz.  and 
5lb.  9oz.    The  committee  conclude  this  report  by 
thanking  the  local  riparian  owners  and  the  Thames 
Conservancy  for  the  courtesy  and  assistance  ex- 
tended by  them  to  this  association  during  the  past 
season.  "  A.  Edward  Hobbs,  Hon.  Sec." 

I  think  that  the  society  need  not  be  afraid  of 
introducing  the  small  bream  referred  to  in  the 
report.  They  will  grow  into  big  bronze  bream  in 
the  Thames.  There  is  only  one  kind  of  bream  in 
this  country  as  far  as  I  know — namely,  Ahramis 
hrama.  "Bream  flat"  and  "white  bream"  are 
local  names  for  young  bream. 


The  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

On  Oct.  1  the  formal  opening  of  the  new  head- 
quarters of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  will 
take  place  at  their  rooms  at  No.  4,  Fetter-lane, 
London,  E.G.,  when  the  presentation  of  the  "  Sar- 
celle  "  cup  and  prize  medals  for  specimen  fish  will 
take  place.  Mr.  Chas.  A.  Payton  ("  Sarcelle ") 
will  preside,  and  a  large  attendance  of  members  is 
expected. 


Over  Five  Hundred  Angling  and  Sporting 
Books  for  Sale. 

Mr.  Proud,  of  18,  Suez-street,  Warrington,  sends 
me  a  most  extensive  list  of  second-hand  books  on 
angling  which  he  has  for  sale  at  very  reasonable 
prices.  Some  of  them  do  not  appear  to  be  men- 
tioned in  the  "  Bibliotheca  Piscatoria."  Every 
collector  of  angling  books  should  have  this  list. 
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Live  Soles  Safely  Carried  from  Scotland  to 
Sydney,  N.S.W. 
Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  writes  to  me  to  say : — "  I 
have  to-day  (Sept.  15)  received  a  letter  from  my 
son  in  Sydney,  N.S.W.    He  says  (A.ug.  5) :  '  A 
Danish  piscicultural  expert,  Mr.  Dannevig,  has 
just  arrived  from  England  with  seven  hundred  live 
plaice  and  soles  out  of   one   thousand  shipped. 
They  have  been  liberated  in  a  suitable  place  in 
Sydney  Harbour.    The  other  fish — haddock,  hake, 
turbot,   etc. — all   died   on   the   voyage.' "     The  ! 
Fishing  Gazette  had  a  note  of  the  consignment  I 
going  out,  and  I  am  delighted  to  hear  that  so  j 
many  of  the  plaice  and  soles  arrived  alive.    It  is  j 
to  be  hoped  that  the  suitable  place  referred  to  is 
some  salt-water  sandy  creek  where  the  fish  can  be  ' 
protected  until  they  have  spawned.     To  place 
them  straight  into  the  Pacific  Ocean  is  not  much  | 
use  I  fear.    It  is  a  big  place,  and  full  of  sharks  i 
and  shark-like  fish.    But  Herr  Dannevig  knows 
what  he  is  about  I  am  sure. 


Waking  Fish  Up  to  Make  Them  Bite. 
Although,  as  a  general  rule,  I  should  hesitate  to 
recommend  throwing  clods  and  stones  into  a  water 
to  make  the  fish  bite,  still  there  is  no  doubt  there 
are  occasions  when  the  fish  want  stirring  out  of  the 
weeds.  This  is  specially  the  case  as  regards  pike 
after  the  first  frosts,  when  they  often  get  into  the 
weed  beds  and  want  stirring  out  with  a  long  pole. 
A  correspondent,  Mr.  J.  C.  Gray,  sends  me  the  j 


certainly  we  did  not  begin  before  the  afternoon,  but 
the  carp  were  by  no  means  asleep  and  evidently 
feeding.  It  was  a  shallow  pond,  and  as  a  big  fellow 
stood  on  his  head,  evidently  after  something  on  the 
bottom,  his  tail  came  out  now  and  then  just  like  a 
tailing  trout.  We  tried  all  kinds  of  baits,  paste  of 
different  kinds,  worms,  dock  grubs,  grasshoppers, 
blackberries,  etc.,  but  beyond  a  few  small  eels  got 
nothing,  and  yet  the  fish  were  feeding  all  over  the 
pond  in  a  most  tantalising  way.  Once  or  twice  I 
saw  a  small  eel  jump  partly  out  of  the  water  close 
to  where  a  good  carp  was  making  a  commotion, 
and  I  have  since  wondered  if  the  carp  were  after 
the  small  eels,  about  the  size  of  an  ordinary  lead 
pencil  or  smaller.  I  never  heard  of  carp  taking 
eels  in  this  country,  though  I  believe  they  do  in 
India.  I  heard  afterwards  that  another  angler  in 
another  carp  pond  on  the  island  had  by  accident 
almost  discovered  that  ham  out  of  his  sandwiches 
was  a  successful  bait.  The  country  people  in  the 
Isle  of  Wight  pronounce  carp  "  korp."  A  fair 
maiden  in  reply  to  my  inquiry  as  to  what  fish  there 
were  in  a  pond  said,  "  Only  korpses  an'  eels." 

New  and  Cheaper  Edition  of  "  Letters  to 
Sea  Fishers." 

I  am  glad  to  receive  from  Mr.  Horace  Cox, 
Field  Office,  a  new  revised  and  cheaper  edition  of 
.John  Bickerdyke's  most  useful  and  capital  work 
"  Practical  Letters  to  Sea  Fishers."  The  book  has 
a  good  index,  is  profusely  illustrated,  and  every  sea 


SEA  ANGLING  IN  THE  CEOUCH 
AT  BUKNHAM. 


From  September  onward  sea  anglers  should  find 
plenty  to  occupy  their  time  in  that  ever-popular 
fishing  resort,  the  Crouch  at  Bumham.  Un- 
doubtedly its  close  proximity  to  London  has  helped 
Bumham  into  favour,  and  the  Great  Eastern 
Eailway  Company  run  a  capital  service  of  trains, 
and  issue  cheap  week-end  and  tourist  holiday 
tickets.  There  are  some  very  good  quarters  in  the 
town  at  which  one  can  put  up  for  a  night  or  two 
and  not  be  ruined  by  the  expense  of  doing  so.  A 
good  fleet  of  boats  and  some  civil  boatmen  are  also 
available,  and  by  dropping  a  line  in  advance  they 
will  have  everything  ready  for  you,  and  some  bait 
in  store  for  the  capture  of  whiting,  codling,  shad, 
plaice,  skate,  and  mullet,  which  constitute  the  sea 
angler's  bill  of  fare  hereabouts.  The  fishing  is 
entirely  from  boats,  and  there  is  plenty  of  water, 
all  of  it  well  sheltered,  to  fish  over. 

Here  are  a  few  useful  items  which  may  save 
time  and  trouble  to  those  who  think  of  paying 
Bumham  a  visit.  The  week-end  tickets  are  avail- 
able from  Friday  till  Tuesday,  both  days  inclusive, 
and  cost  3s.  6d.  The  tourist  tickets  are  available 
any  time  during  year  of  issue  and  cost  4s.  6d.  The 
hotels  I  recommend  are  the  Old  Ship,  the  liailway, 
the  White  Hart,  and  the  Koyal ;  the  latter  is  a 
very  good  temperance  hotel.    You  may  write  about 


The  Rivbb  Crouch  at  Bobnham. 

(Kodalcel  hy  E.  S.  S.) 


following  account  of  an  interesting  experience  in 
waking  fish  up  to  make  them  bite  :— 

"  Anent  fish  sleeping,  etc.,  and  '  Green  Wren's ' 
letter  (page  172,  '  Jottings  by  the  Way '),  the 
following  experience  may  be  of  slight  interest  or, 
perhaps,  only  an  everyday  occurrence,  as  it  is  a 
branch  of  coarse  fishing  I  know  very  little  about. 

"  A  friend  and  self  were  fishing  a  pond  well 
stocked  with  tench  (and  large  ones),  but  on  this 
occasion,  after  fishing  from  5  a.m.  to  nearly  3  p.m. 
without  a  suspicion  of  a  bite,  we  were  lying  on  our 
backs  consoling  ourselves  with  pipes,  etc.,  when 
our  attention  was  attracted  by  an  individual  gesticu- 
lating to  us  from  the  roadway  above.   Upon  further 
acquaintance  and  hearing  of  our  luck,  or  rather  ' 
want  of  luck,  he  suggested  '  clodding  the  beggars.'  1 
Well,  on  the  principle  that  '  things  could  not  be  ! 
worse,'  we  pitched  sods,  large  stones,  etc.,  into  the 
pool  for  the  space  of,  perhaps,  ten  minutes  or  a  ! 
quarter  of  an  hour,  and  now  for  the  finale — within 
one  and  a  quarter  hours  (all  the  time  left  U3  owing 
to  previous  arrangements)  we  had  twenty-three 
tench  to  the  two  rods.    Did  the  stoning  stir  them 
up,  make  them  move  about,  etc.,  or  is  it  likely  that 
they  were  just  about  to  come  on  the  feed  ?  " 

The  Wily  Carp. 
Of  all  fish  that  I  have  caught,  from  salmon  to 
sticklebacks,  I  think  the  most  crafty  and  difficult 
to  catch  is  the  carp.  There  are  exceptions  in  the 
way  of  waters  where  carp  can  be  caught  pretty 
freely,  but,  as  a  rule,  you  must  get  up  very  early  ' 
and  often  it  you  want  to  capture  carp.  Only 
recently  on  two  occasions  I  fished  for  carp  in  a 
pond  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  but  without  success — 


fisher  ought  to  have  a  copy.    This  cheaper  but 
unabridged  edition  will,  of  course,  be  even  more  | 
widely  welcomed  than  the  original  edition,  which 
has  been  referred  to  and  noticed  favourably  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  at  different  times. 


Cross  between  Common  Trout  and  Eainbow 
Trout. 

I  asked  Herr  Jaff^  if  he  knew  of  any  successful 
attempt  to  cross  ordinary  brown  trout  with  rain- 
bows, and  he  kindly  replies  : — 

"  Up  to  now  all  experiments  to  cross  fario  and 
iridea  have  proved  abortive  over  here,  though  we 
have  repeated  them  over  and  over  again.    Where  \ 
results  have  been  claimed  I  have  found  that  the 
yearlings  turned  out  to  be  either  trae  fario  or 
iridea.     No  trout  varies  so  much  in  marking  as  j 
the  iridea  does,  and  I  believe  I  have  lately  found  j 
out  the  reason  why,  and  shall  write  to  you  on  the 
whole  question  shortly.    Meanwhile,  it  may  be 
interesting  to  you  to  koow  that  I  have  found  that  ( 
the  mykiss  (S.  clarhii,  black-spotted  trout)  crosses  | 
very  well  with  the  true  rainbow.     The  mykiss  ' 
itself  proves  to  be  a  very  fine  fish.    We  got  a 
second  consignment  of  mykiss  ova  safely  across  on 
July  25,  and  have  now  about  twelve  thousand  I 
healthy  fry  out  of  these.    The  original  mykiss 
which  we  got  across  four  years  ago  spawned  this 
year  at  the  end  of  May."  E.  B.  Marston. 


Orikntal  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
bunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  Publialiers  to  the  India 
Office. — A  Cataloouk  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  Uistories, 
and  Indian  Qovernment  Publlcationa  can  be  had  on  application. 


boats  and  bait  to  William  Yardley  or  to  William 
Cooper.  Or  you  may  with  great  safety  rely  upon 
the  all-round  services  of  Mr.  J.  Wright,  5,  Queen's- 
road,  Bumham-on-Crouch. 

The  best  months  are  October  and  November,  but 
good  bags  are  frequently  taken  during  September. 

E.  S.  S, 


FKOM  THE  TEME  TO  THE 
WAVENEY. 


TWO  TEIAL  TEIPS. 

In  order  to  get  an  extended  practical  knowledge  of 
various  fishing  resorts,  it  is  well  to  vary  as  much 
as  reasonably  convenient  the  locale  of  one's  fishing 
holidays  from  year  to  year.  This  season  I  went  a 
little  beyond  my  usual  custom  and  took  two  fresh 
rivers  in  one  holiday.  First  I  arranged  to  give  the 
Teme  at  Tenbm-y  a  trial,  both  for  trout  and 
grayling,  and  for  this  reason  chose  July  for  my 
visit,  though  it  is  not  the  best  month  for  either 
fish.  May  or  June  being  preferred  for  trout  and 
September  for  grayling. 

I  stayed  at  the  Swan,  a  most  comfortable  hotel. 
One  collateral  "advantage,"  for  which  I  had  not 
bargained,  was  that  chub  were  in  all  their  glory. 
The  heat  was  so  intense  that  I  did  not  begin  till 
six  o'clock  on  the  first  afternoon,  and  did  nothing 
(though  I  hooked  two  or  three  grayling)  till  nine, 
when  a  really  good  one  fastened  as  I  was  carefully 
fishing  down  a  rapid  shallow  under  the  weir,  and 
for  a  twelve-inch  fish  it  gave  very  good  sport  before 
coming  to  net.  Of  course  the  necessity  for  fighting 
a  fish  from  above  causes  much  of  the  difficulty  in 
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grayling  fishing,  the  strong  stream  mereasing  the 
fish's  power  immensely.  The  same  thing  also 
causes  continual  losses,  and  I  can  find  no  remedy, 
for  after  trying  up-stream  fishing  for  hours  I  found 
it  almost  useless. 

Next  day  being  as  brilliant  as  ever  I  bravely 
rose  at  six,  and  was  rewarded  by  one  nice  trout  on 
a  Red  Tag,  and  by  hooking  several  other  fish 
which  wouldn't  stay  to  be  identified.  Two  or 
three  trout  were  "  minnowing"  by  the  bridge,  but 
they  were  small,  having  fallen  into  evil  ways  while 
quite  young  and  tender,  and  none  of  them  would 
look  at  a  fly. 

After  breakfast  the  heat  was  as  bad  as  yesterday, 
BO  I  gave  up  all  idea  of  the  nobler  fish  till  evening, 
and  went  in  for  chub  and  dace.  Both  these  were 
showing  in  numbers,  and  the  dace  now  and  then 
would  take  the  fly  fairly ;  but  the  chub  were 
unusually  shy,  and  I  had  to  resort  to  the  natural 
flv  under  the  trees  before  scoring.  Even  this  was 
looked  on  with  suspicion  at  first,  and  some  pains 
were  necessary  before  any  chub  could  be  taken. 
Satisfied  with  some  successes,  I  succumbed  to  the 
attractions  of  a  good-natured  tree  that  had  arranged 
itself  hke  a  sofa  just  over  a  deep  hole,  and  keeping 
my  rod  within  reach  went  off  to  sleep. 

On  waking  I  noted  a  fine  chub  which  had 
resiuned  his  station  under  his  tree  (as  he  no  doubt 
regarded  it),  and  was  staring  hard  at  me  for  an 
intruder.  I  didn't  like  being  fixed  by  his  evil  eye 
while  innocently  prone,  and  therefore  cautiously 
arranged  my  tackle  so  that  it  could  be  poked 
through  a  fork  of  the  tree,  ajid  then,  impaling  one 
of  the  flies  which  had  long  been  tormenting  me, 
dropped  it  quietly  over  that  chub's  nose.  His 
reply  was  quiet  contempt.  But  I  persevered,  and 
at  last  he  spitefully  seized  the  insect  and  the  hook, 
and  seemed  quite  surprised  at  the  result.  After  he 
was  played  out,  the  problem  of  landing  remained, 
for  no  net  could  reach  him,  and  it  was  only  solved 
by  very  slowly  hauling  the  fish  up  into  my  hands 
and  so  into  the  basket.  I  had  some  more  fish  in  a 
similar  way  afterwards,  but  will  leave  this 
"  painful  subject "  and  turn  again  to  the  real 
artificial  fly. 

A  few  words  of  description  of  the  River  Teme  in 
this  neighbourhood  will  here  be  helpful.  It  con- 
sists of  a  series  of  long  deep  pools,  sometimes  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  each,  alternating  with  rapids  or 
"  fords  "  of  less  length,  and  it  is  only  these  latter 
that  yield  sport  with  grayling,  the  deeps  being 
chiefly  the  home  of  the  chub.  The  bed  of  the 
stream  consists  of  rock  in  some  places,  chiefly 
where  the  rapids  have  worn  away  the  earth,  and  of 
marl,  gravel,  and  red  clay  ;  and  the  water  during 
my  visit  was  never  quite  clear,  and  must 
after  continuous  rain  be  very  thick.  The 
banks  are  often  painfully  high  and  rough, 
and  in  places  much  wooded,  and  as  it  is 
impossible  to  wade  except  on  the  fords,  it  is  a  diffi- 
cult and  fatiguing  river  to  fish.  The  country  is  very 
pretty,  and  the  road  runs  close  to  the  river,  and 
above  all  the  grayling  seem  decidedly  plentiful, 
though  very  shy  at  this  time  of  year.  Continuing 
my  narrative,  on  the  third  day  I  had  a  really  fair 
day  among  the  grayling,  and  felt  that  my  three 
and  a-half  brace,  with  one  trout,  made  a  respectable 
bag,  though  most  of  the  grayling  were  rather  small, 
the  best  being  about  twelve  inches.  All  were 
taken  (including  the  trout)  by  careful  down-stream 
fishing  on  the  rough  tails  of  shallows,  and  I  must 
have  hooked  quite  four  times  the  number  ultimately 
landed,  in  spite  of  most  gentle  handling.  A  man 
well  accustomed  to  the  work  would  possibly  have 
succeeded  with  a  far  larger  proportion.  I  was 
using  a  small  split  cane  rod  and  the  finest  tackle. 
Three  flies  teemed  best,  and  of  these  the  Red  Tag 
did  the  most,  and  the  Red  (^uill  Gnat  next,  then 
the  Coachman.  I  tried  many  others  with  little 
result.  Finding  I  was  too  early  for  the  best  of  the 
grayling  fishing  and  too  late  for  trout,  I  came  away 
on  the  fourth  day,  after  getting  a  brace  or  two  of 
grayling  and  a  big  dace  in  the  morning. 

I  must  add  just  one  line  before  concluding  this 
part  of  my  tale  in  justice  to  the  much  abused  chub. 
I  had  been  fishing  carefully  the  tail  of  a  ford,  where 
chub  seldom  lie,  and  struck  gently  at  a  tiny  rise, 
when  I  found  a  most  gallant  "  something  "  was 
on  at  last.  Visions  of  21b.  trout  flitted  before  me, 
and  the  play  was  so  lively  and  so  much  line  had  to 
be  given  out  that  I  bad  quite  an  enjoyable  five 
minutes  before  the  sad  end  caine,  and  a  disappoint- 
ing loggerhead  was  lifted  out,  having  given  play 
entirely  disproportioned  to  that  expected  from  such 
a  fish  !  Let  us  not  be  ungrateful  to  the  chub.  He 


does  his  best.  After  spending  a  night  and  day  at 
Oxford,  and  killing  one  dace  in  a  few  minutes' 
fishing  on  the  way  to  Ifiley,  I  got  home  on  Friday, 
and  took  two  or  three  hours  on  Saturday  on 
the  Darenth  getting  three  brace  of  trout.  By 
Monday  afternoon  I  was  at  Lowestoft,  watching 
the  boys  smelting,  Ifor  which  work  roach  tackle 
does  very  well  indeed,  and  which  is  said  to  be 
very  good  in  August.  In  the  evening  I  reached 
my  destination  at  Homersfield  on  the  Waveney 
(Swan  once  more),  and  got  some  dace  at  once 
with  fly,  one  of  which  I  had  for  supper.  This 
part  of  the  river  I  found  just  suited  for  the 
fly,  but  alas !  most  of  the  dace  are  small,  and  one 
has  to  look  to  roach  for  sport — and  not  in  vain, 
though  my  first  attempts  were  eminently  unsuc- 
cessful. The  river  is  in  most  places  shallow  and 
very  clear,  and  the  shoals  of  roach  are  simply 
prodigious.  The  only  ones  I  ever  saw  like  them 
are  those  in  the  Hampshire  Avon,  where  you  are 
charged  53.  a  day  to  fish.  Here  you  only  have  to 
ask  leave,  and  stay  at  the  Swan,  which  is  not 
expensive. 

But  to  see  and  to  conquer  are  indeed  difilerent  on 
this  water  in  July.  A  few  roach,  mostly  small, 
may  be  had  in  early  morning  and  late  evening  with 
paste  or  gentles,  but  to  get  the  larger  fish  now  a 
difiicult  sort  of  fly  fishing  has  to  be  learnt  and 
practised  patiently. 

I  soon  found  that  though  both  dace  and  roach 
would  rise  at  the  dry  fly  they  never  took  it,  and 
I  changed  my  tactics,  putting  on  a  Coachman, 
which  can  be  seen  by  the  angler  even  at  twenty 
yards  off,  and  letting  it  sink  a  little.  Even  this 
was  mostly  refused,  but  now  and  then  a  lucky  cast 
in  the  middle  of  a  distant  shoal  of  roach  was 
effectual.  The  white  wing  disappeared,  and  a 
strike  found  heavy  resistance.  Then  another 
diflQculty  presented  itself.  The  force  required  to 
fix  the  hook  was  hard  to  estimate,  and  after  several 
roach  had  come  off  I  struck  a  little  more  sharply, 
and  broke  1  This  happened  repeatedly,  but  at  last 
I  found  the  happy  medium,  and  got  a  good  fat  fish 
of  about  fib.  Still,  the  biggest  all  eluded  me  or 
broke  me,  and  after  getting  a  few  half-pounders  I 
retired  for  the  day,  feeling  that  the  roach  were  but 
partly  beaten. 

In  the  early  morning  I  tried  a  deep  "  swim  " 
close  to  the  inn,  and  got  a  number  of  smallish 
roach  with  paste,  but  the  big  fish  were  evidently 
not  in  the  deeps  at  all,  but  all  over  the  shallows  in 
full  sight.  Such  a  challenge  could  not  be  evaded, 
and  I  tried  adding  to  the  attractions  of  the  menu 
by  putting  a  gentle  on  the  fly.  Even  this  seemed 
to  have  little  effect,  but  perseverance  had,  and  after 
many  vain  struggles  with  some  of  the  best  fish  I 
got  one  just  lib.,  and  several  more  from  jlb.  to  |lb. 
each. 

Part  of  the  day  I  spent  with  a  military  man, 
who  was,  he  told  me,  the  first  to  practise  fly  fishing 
on  that  part  of  the  Waveney.  His  success  was 
certainly  greater  than  mine,  and  the  basket  he 
brought  showed  the  sort  of  thing  he  expected,  and 
sometimes  got — namely,  dozens  of  roach  of  from 
^Ib.  to  21b.  each,  and  a  trout  now  and  then.  These 
fish  have  been  introduced  here,  but  are  scarce.  I 
only  saw  one,  a  fine,  well-developed  beauty  of  about 
l^lb.,  looking  very  lonely  among  the  roach,  which 
fled  from  him,  though  of  much  the  same  size. 
Two  or  three  tench  were  also  visible  occasionally, 
and  now  and  then  a  perch.  Jack  were  common, 
but  small,  and  some  of  them  looked  quite 
pigmies  by  the  side  of  the  roach.  The  best  I  saw 
was  only  31b.  or  so,  very  little  heavier  than  the 
biggest  roach,  but  there  are  big  pike  in  the  water 
I  understand.  Turning  to  roach  once  more ;  on 
the  last  day  I  managed  to  secure  a  fair  specimen 
of  lib.  7oz.,  besides  several  others  a  little  smaller. 
I  measured  it  carefully,  and  found  it  14iin., 
exactly  the  same  length  as  one  I  have  preserved 
(caught  with  hair),  which  weighed  nearly  21b. 
Probably  this  fish  in  October  would  have  been  of 
similar  weight.  Many  of  the  smaller  fish,  fib.  or 
BO,  were  in  very  good  condition,  and  fought  well. 
For  the  skilled  roach  fisher,  in  the  autumn  I 
should  consider  tliis  place  a  paradise,  though  no 
doubt  it  has  a  serpent  somewhere.  My  fly  fishing 
companion  told  me  that  in  the  autumn  he  once 
took  fifty-five  roach  that  weighed  44lb.  in  a  few 
hours,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  it. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  fishing  is  not 
actually  free,  though  tickets  can  be  obtained  at  any 
time  by  the  landlord  of  the  Swan,  Mr.  Borrett, 
without  extra  charge,  if  application  is  made  by 
suitable  anglers. 


Some  miles  of  water  are  available,  but  the  spots 
close  by  were  so  full  of  fish  that  I  only  twice  went 
more  than  three  hundred  yards  from  the  inn ;  and 
then  only  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  to  a  pretty  mill 
at  Wortwell,  where  I  got  some  fine  roach  with  the 
fly,  and  once  two  dace  at  a  cast,  but  the  dace  are 
not  big  enough  to  be  worth  much  trouble.  At 
Homersfield  Mill,  however,  I  saw  a  few  big  dace, 
ilb.  to  jib.,  though  all  I  hooked  got  off.  Some 
day  I  mean  to  go  again,  and  take  a  friend  to  profit 
by  my  experience.  J.  Paul  Tayleb. 


HOW  I  CAUGHT  THE  LINEE  WITH 
THE  SALMON  EGGS  FOE 
NEW  YOEK. 


In  the  early  part  of  the  seventies  I  was  engaged 
in  propagation  of  salmon  in  the  United  States ;  a 
gentleman  who  was  much  interested  in  the  work 
then  being  done  decided  to  attempt  the  introduction 
of  Scotch  salmon  into  American  waters.  I  was 
selected  for  this  work,  and  in  due  course  I  arrived 
in  Scotland,  and  on  presenting  my  credentials  to 
the  proper  authorities  I  was  given  permission  to 
obtain  what  was  needed.  In  due  course  I  obtained 
all  the  salmon  ova  that  I  required,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  get  it  across  the  Atlantic.  The  best  line 
for  this  purpose  was  the  Anchor  Line  sailing  from 
Glasgow.  In  due  course  I  got  the  boxes  containing 
the  ova  to  Glasgow  and  placed  in  the  ice-house  on 
the  steamship  India;  this  was  to  sail  about  10  a.m., 
but  owing  to  some  repairs  to  the  machinery  not  being 
completed,  we  were  told  that  they  would  not  start 
until  11  p.m.  that  night,  so  during  the  day  I  amused 
myself  as  best  I  could.  I  got  acquainted  with  some 
people,  and  as  the  ship  was  not  to  sail  until  11  p.m. 
it  was  decided  to  go  to  the  theatre ;  this  we  did,  and 
the  play  was  very  interesting,  and  10.30  came  very 
quickly.  I  said  good-bye  to  my  new  friends  and 
started  for  the  quay  to  get  on  board  the  steamer. 
When  I  arrived  alongside  there  was  some  little 
commotion ;  it  appears  that  one  of  the  passengers 
had  fallen  into  the  water  between  the  ship  and  the 
quay  wall,  and  was  rescued  with  considerable 
difficulty. 

All  the  gangways  had  been  taken  away,  so  I 
prepared  to  jump ;  the  ship  was  not  more  than 
three  feet  off,  so  I  could  have  had  no  difficulty  in 
doing  this,  but  just  as  I  was  about  to  spring  a 
dock  policeman  secured  me  by  the  arm  and  stopped 
me,  and  I  was  forced  to  stand  on  the  quay  and  see 
the  ship  start  off  without  me.  I  found  out  that 
she  had  to  stop  at  the  tail  of  the  bank  below 
Greenock  and  take  on  some  more  cargo.  I  made 
instant  inquiries  about  trains  for  Greenock,  but 
found  there  was  not  any  at  that  time  of  night. 
But  to  Greenock  I  was  going  to  get  bj'  some  means, 
so  I  started  to  look  for  a  boat  in  order  to  row  down 
the  river.  I  soon  found  one,  but  the  next  thing  to 
do  was  to  get  on  board  without  attracting  atten- 
tion. It  was  dark,  and  an  opportunity  soon  presented 
itself.  I  slipped  on  board,  cast  off,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  I  was  in  the  middle  of  the  stream 
going  down  the  river  with  oars  and  tide.  Presently 
I  came  close  to  a  dock  in  which  was  a  tug-boat 
engaged  in  hauling  some  schooners  out.  This  I 
got  alongside  of,  and  found  that  she  was  bound 
down-stream.  I  slipped  on  board  and  gave  the 
boat  a  shove,  sending  it  adrift.  I  got  in  a  dark 
spot,  and  kept  out  of  the  way  of  the  crew  until 
they  had  made  up  their  number  and  got  well  into 
the  stream  and  on  their  way  down  towards 
Greenock.  As  there  was  no  one  on  the  bridge  but 
the  captain,  I  climbed  up  to  him  and  informed  him 
how  I  was  fixed.  I  found  him  a  gentleman,  and  he 
said  that  he  would  do  all  he  could  to  assist  me.  He 
said  that  he  was  not  going  to  stop  at  Greenock, 
but  there  was  a  pilot  in  the  next  ship  who  was 
going  on  shore  there,  and  that  if  I  went  with  him 
very  likely  I  would  find  some  one  who  would  take 
me  off  to  the  liner.  So  when  we  got  to  a  favourable 
place  in  the  river  he  slacked  up  and  allowed  the 
schooner  to  come  alongside.  I  jumped  into  her 
rigging  and  scrambled  on  deck,  where  I  foimd  the 
captain,  and  the  pilot  who  was  bound  for  Greenock. 
I  explained  what  I  wanted,  and  found  both  men 
good  sorts.  Towards  morning  we  got  near  to 
Greenock,  when  the  captain  blew  his  whistle,  and  a 
boat  soon  came  off  to  take  the  pilot  ashore.  We 
both  got  into  the  boat,  and  soon  landed  at  Greenock. 
Then  commenced  a  search  for  a  boatman.  It  was 
by  this  time  about  4  a.m.  After  some  search  we 
found  a  man  asleep  on  some  bales  of  wool.  We 


198 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


September  20,  1902 


woke  him  up,  and  he  agreed  to  see  what  he  could 
do.  By  this  time  it  was  blowing  fresh  and  very 
dark ;  we  got  into  the  boat  and  pulled  out  of  the 
dock  into  the  open.  As  soon  as  we  got  clear  of 
the  dock  the  wind  and  sea  struck  us ;  in  a  short 
time  we  had  run  about  three  miles,  dodging  the 
ships  at  anchor  as  best  we  could.  So  far  we  had 
seen  or  heard  nothing.  We  lay  to  under  the  lee  of 
a  barque  and  listened  as  well  as  we  could.  All  at 
once  we  heard  a  big  steamer  blowing  off  steam 
about  a  mile  off,  so  we  made  off  in  this  direction 
as  well  as  we  could  and  ran  up  alongside  of  a  large 
steam  lighter  that  was  fast  to  the  liner.  There 
was  no  means  of  getting  on  board  the  liner  by  a 
gangway  as  all  the  cargo  was  got  aboard  by  a 
whip,  so  the  only  thing  to  do  was  to  get  on  board 
the  lighter  and  from  there  on  to  the  liner.  I  soon 
saw  that  as  the  lighter  rolled  her  bridge  came  close 
to  a  fender ;  on  to  the  bridge  I  got,  and  as 
soon  as  the  roll  came  I  jumped  and  landed  on  the 
ribbon  that  runs  round  the  ship  and  close  to  a 
fender.  I  did  not  care  then.  I  was  on  the  liner, 
although  outside.  I  tried  to  make  some  of  the 
crew  hear  me,  but  the  noise  of  the  steam  blowing 
off  and  the  wind  made  it  impossible  for  those 
on  board  the  liner  to  hear  me.  Anyway,  I  felt 
quite  contented.  I  knew  when  the  lighter  had 
finished  discharging  her  cargo  she  would  cast  off, 
and  then  it  would  be  quieter  and  I  could  make 
myself  heard.  But  even  then  I  could  not  draw 
their  attention  on  the  liner,  and  the  rope  that  I 
was  holding  on  to  was  passed  through  a  hole,  so 
that  if  I  climbed  up  to  the  top  I  could  not  get 
aboard. 

After  we  started,  the  stoker  commenced  to  throw 
the  ashes  from  the  stoke-hole  overboard.  I  kept 
shouting ;  at  last  one  of  them  heard  me.  They 
showed  a  light  and  saw  where  I  was.  One  of  the 
stokers  then  leant  over  the  rail,  while  another  held 
him  by  the  legs.  I  was  then  soon  hauled  on  board. 
After  an  explanation  and  a  visit  to  the  steward,  I 
turned  in.  I  found  all  my  boxes  of  salmon  ova 
safe,  and  in  due  course  landed  them  in  New  York  ; 
they  were  hatched  out  and  put  in  a  stream  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey. 

W.  T.  Silk,  Pisciculturist. 


A  SUMMEK  MOKNING'S  SPOKT. 


The  fly  fisher  who  does  not  get  up  early  on  a 
fine  summer  morning  misses  a  good  deal  more 
than  the  chance  of  a  brace  or  two  of  trout.  At 
that  season  of  all  the  year  one  feels  that  life  is, 
indeed,  worth  living.  The  cool,  quiet  morning  air 
gives  a  delicious  feeling  of  restfulness  of  mind  and 
body,  and  the  sights  and  sounds  of  Nature  at 
that  time  of  the  day  are  more  than  at  any  other 
grateful  to  the  true  lover  of  the  country. 

So  I  thought  as  in  the  early  hours  of  a  hot  July 
day  I  walked  up  the  banks  of  a  Devon  trout  stream. 
The  moorhens  were  scuttling  over  the  water  from 
bank  to  bank,  a  wild  duck  rose  with  a  loud  quacking 
from  a  thick  bed  of  rushes,  within  which  the  yoimg 
flappers,  hardly  up  to  flying  yet,  were  doubtless 
concealed ;  a  pair  of  herons  with  outstretched  necks 
and  legs  lazily  rose  up  from  the  marsh  uttering 
their  harsh  croaking  notes  as  they  ascended  higher 
and  higher,  and  the  little  white  tails  of  the  rabbits 
were  bobbing  about  amid  the  grass  as  these  merry 
little  fellows  were  holding  their  morning  revels 
near  the  covert  banks.  These  things  were  all  good 
to  see,  but  what  at  the  time  I  appreciated  more 
was  the  sight  of  occasional  rings  on  the  surface 
of  the  river,  which  betokened  that  the  trout  were 
feeding. 

But  whether  this  feeding  was  taking  the  objec- 
tionable forms  of  "  tailing  "  or  "  bulging  "  yet 
remained  to  be  proved.  The  former  is  the  case 
when  the  fish  heads  downward,  are  picking  their 
food  off  the  weeds,  while  they  agitate  the  surface 
with  their  tails.  The  latter  -"  bulging  " — is  where 
they  are  swallowing  the  minute  larvir;  of  insects 
coming  up  from  the  bottom. 

Both  forms  of  feeding  are  equally  objectionable 
to  the  angler,  as  he  cannot  offer  the  fish  an 
imitation  of  their  diet,  and,  at  such  times,  the 
floating  fly  which  he  presents  to  them  is  treated 
with  absolute  contempt. 

On  this  river  at  this  time  of  the  year  we  are 
continually  deceived  and  disappointed  by  these 
illusive  "  rises,"  so  it  was  with  great  satisfaction 
that,  on  approaching  the  bank,  T  distinctly  saw  a 
fish  take  down  a  midge,  which  showed  that  some, 
at  any  rate,  were  surface-feeding.    The  first  thing 


to  be  done  was  to  put  on  the  wading  stockings. 
These,  a  light  pair,  were  carried  in  my  bag,  and, 
instead  of  the  usual  heavy  brogues,  I  used  over 
them  a  pair  of  bathing  shoes.  The  latter  cost  one 
shilling,  and  will  last  a  couple  of  seasons.  They 
are  light  and  easily  carried,  and  protect  the  foot 
quite  sufiBciently  for  mere  wading,  where  no  great 
amount  of  walking  on  a  road  or  any  hard  ground 
is  done.  For  a  very  clear,  low  river  such  as  I  was 
fishing  on  the  day  now  described,  wading  is  very 
necessary.  There  is,  of  course,  judicious  and  in- 
judicious wading.  The  latter  causes  rout  and  panic 
among  the  fish,  and  the  wader's  feet  are  very  often 
where  his  flies  ought  to  be  ;  bub  judicious  wading 
will  often  enable  the  angler  to  get  near  to  shy  fish, 
and  be  more  invisible  to  them,  being  more  on  their 
level,  than  he  could  hope  to  be  on  the  bank. 

Putting  up  a  Red  Quill  on  a  000  hook  and 
attached  to  a  two-foot  point  of  the  finest  gut,  I 
essayed  two  or  three  fish  which  were  making  rings 
in  some  deep,  still  water  near  some  alder  bushes.  I 
was  on  the  bank,  but  although  I  crawled  up  within 
casting  distance  on  my  knees,  and  although  I  had 
the  sun  in  my  face,  the  mere  waving  of  the  rod  in 
casting  put  them  all  down,  and  presently  the 
water  was  without  a  dimple  on  it.  Our  trout  are 
abnormally  shy  and  keen-sighted.  They  appear  to 
be  like  the  beasts  in  Revelations,  as  someone  once 
said,  "  having  eyes  before  and  behind."  Unable 
to  do  any  good  at  this,  my  first  attempt,  I  moved 
up  the  river,  and  presently  saw  a  grand  trout  lying 
above  a  weed-bed  in  shallow  water.  He  must 
have  been  quite  two  pounds — an  extraordinary 
weight  for  our  river.  Although  he  was  not  rising, 
he  looked  as  if  he  might  take  a  floating  fly,  so  I 
tried  him.  The  cast  was  not  a  bad  one,  and  the 
Red  Quill  fell  lightly  a  foot  beyond  his  nose  and 
floated  cockily  over  him ;  but  something  about  it 
excited  his  suspicions,  for,  with  an  angry  wave  of 
his  tail,  he  darted  off  into  the  deep  water  and  was 
seen  no  more. 

There  was  nothing  for  it  but  to  move  slowly 
upwards,  keeping  a  watchful  eye  on  every  bit  of 
likely  water  for  a  rise,  but  for  some  time  none 
gladdened  my  sight.  Then,  "  since  better  might 
not  be,"  I  tried  a  few  casts  in  likely  places  on  the 
"chuck  and  chance  it"  principle.  How  beautifully 
we  can  all  cast  when  no  trout  is  rising!  How 
straight  our  line  flies  out,  and  how  softly  our  fly 
alights  !  With  what  accuracy  we  can  direct  it  to 
any  spot  we  choose,  such  as  a  thread  of  trailing 
weed  or  a  floating  leaf  I  But  how  different  when 
we  have  a  rising  fish  before  us.  The  wind,  which 
was  so  nice  before,  gives  our  line  an  angry  little 
puff,  or  else  we  do  something  wrong  ourselves,  but, 
at  any  rate,  the  cast  falls  on  the  water  m  a  very 
different  fashion  from  that  when  we  were  throwing 
at  nothing  in  particular. 

Several  times  during  this  morning's  fishing  the 
force  of  these  reflections  was  borne  in  upon  my 
consciousness.  After  more  than  an  hour's  careful 
trying  I  rose  my  first  fish.  He  was  a  good  one 
and  rose  at  the  fly  boldly,  but  the  little  hook 
merely  scratched  his  lips  and  caused  him  to  give  a 
great  splash  and  leap  before  he  got  rid  of  it.  Up 
to  this  point  in  the  morning's  proceedings  I  had 
been  fishing  from  the  bank  owing  to  the  depth  of 
the  water  on  my  side  of  the  river,  but  I  presently 
arrived  at  a  part  of  the  stream  where  there  is  a 
long  stretch  of  water  shallow  on  one  side  and  fairly 
deep  on  the  other.  Both  sides  of  the  stream  are 
heavily  bushed,  so  that  casting  from  the  bank  is 
impossible,  and  the  only  way  to  fish  it  is  to  get  as 
far  into  the  middle  of  the  river  as  possible  and 
throw  directly  up.  The  low  state  of  the  river 
rendered  this  possible,  and  I  was  soon  at  work  over 
several  fish  which  were  midging  under  the  over- 
hanging alders. 

After  missing  two  more  risers  I  struck  one  fairly, 
and  an  exciting  fight  began.  The  trout  rushed 
under  some  tree  roots  on  the  bank  opposite  to  me 
and  got  the  fine  gut  of  the  cast  tangled  in  weeds. 
Then  he  began  a  furious  splashing  and  tugging, 
and  I  feared  the  fine  gut  point  would  not  stand  it, 
but  it  did,  and,  to  my  delight,  my  fish  obeyed  the 
strain  of  the  rod  and  came  into  mid-stream,  with 
however  a  festoon  of  weed  covering  his  nose.  Then 
a  strong  down-stream  rush  ensued,  and  this  luckily 
got  rid  of  the  weed,  so  that  my  trout  was  fair  and 
clear  in  good  open  water.  There  is  no  end  to  the 
gameness  of  a  Devon  trout  up  to  the  final  act  of 
the  landing-net.  More  than  once  my  fish  seemed 
done  for,  but  on  my  reaching  out  the  net  for  him 
he  gathered  fresh  courage  and  bolted  off  again,  but 
at  last  he  was  safely  in  the  net.    Now  to  unhook. 


Resting  the  butt  of  the  split  cane  in  the  mouth  o! 
my  wader,  I  held  the  fish  between  the  meshes  of 
the  net  with  one  hand,  while  I  gave  him  a  hard 
blow  from  the  handle  of  my  knife  with  the  other. 
This  stopped  all  further  struggling  and  he  was 
easily  unhooked  and  transferred  to  the  bag.  A 
beautiful  fish  in  perfect  condition  weighing  exactly 
a  pound. 

Slowly  pushing  my  way  upward  I  found  several 
other  fish  rising,  but  it  was  most  difficult  to  get 
within  shot  of  them,  the  ripple  caused  by  my  legs 
being  quite  enough  to  alarm  them.  However,  in 
the  course  of  the  next  half  hour,  I  bagged  another 
good  fish  of  fib.,  which  showed  nearly  as  good  sport 
as  the  first.  After  this,  I  approached  the  best  part 
of  my  fishing,  a  strong,  lively  bit  of  water  which 
heads  the  comparatively  quiet  reach  up  which  I 
had  waded.  In  an  eddy  behind  a  fallen  tnmk  a 
good  fish  was  rising.  He  was  known  to  me,  and 
had  disappointed  me  on  more  than  one  previous 
occasion. 

His  position  was  not  an  easy  one  for  me  to  get 
at,  for  a  large  sycamore  tree  overhung,  and  its 
branches  nearly  touched  the  water.  After  several 
failures,  however,  the  fly  dropped  neatly  off  a  leaf 
of  the  tree  just  above  the  fish,  and  he  took  it  at 
once.  The  usual  leap  followed  the  tightening  of 
the  line,  and  the  trout  dashed  down  stream  straight 
for  me.  I  pulled  the  line  quickly  through  the 
rings  but  could  not  keep  it  taut.  I  saw  the  dark 
body  of  the  fish  dart  past  my  legs,  and  only  knew 
that  he  was  stQl  hooked  by  seeing  the  slack  of  the 
reel  line  racing  after  him.  Presently,  when  the 
line  tightened,  he  showed  some  splendid  fighting 
under  the  bank,  and  gave  me  a  minute  or  so  of 
great  anxiety ;  but  eventually  he  was  brought, 
exhausted,  into  the  open  water  and  enclosed  by 
the  fatal  net,  afber  which  he  joined  his  companions 
in  the  bag.  He  had  proved  a  gamer  fish  if  any- 
thing than  the  first,  but  he  was  of  the  same 
weight — a  pound. 

One  more  fish  I  hooked  but  lost  at  the  last 
moment ;  and  it  being  then  ten  o'clock,  and  the 
sun  getting  powerful,  I  stopped,  well  contented 
with  a  brace  and  a  half  of  as  handsome  Devon 
trout  as  any  reasonable  angler  could  desire. 

The  fly  used  throughout  the  morning  was  the 
Red  Quill  Gnat.  The  Blue  Quill  is  another 
excellent  pattern,  and  is  in  favour  with  fly  fishers 
equally  with  tha  Red  ;  but  it  I  have  a  shade  of 
choice  between  the  two,  it  is  in  favour  of  the 
latter  at  this  time  of  year.  Heron. 


TROUT  FISHING  AB  OVO, 

By  James  Conway, 
Author  of  "  Forays  among  Salmon  and  Deer,"  etc. 

CHAPTER  I. 
What  pleasant  memories  are  conjured  up  by 
the  above  heading  of  varied  incident  by  river, 
tarn,  or  lake,  in  places  himdreds- — yes,  I  might 
even  say  thousands — of  miles  apart;  from  the 
extreme  north  of  "  Caledonia  stem  and  wild,"  to 
the  "Waters"  of  Cumberland,  threading  the 
"  dales  "  beneath  the  shadow  of  "  fell,"  or  "  pike," 
to  the  less  rugged,  but  still  rugged,  streams  or 
lakes  of  North  and  South  Wales,  or  the  charaing 
rivers  of  Derbyshire,  winding  through  rock  and 
wood  ;  to  the  rivulets,  fretting  their  way,  by  copse 
and  dell,  near  the  south  coast  of  England ;  and 
then,  across  "  the  silver  streak,"  to  various  parts 
of  Switzerland,  even  to  southernmost  Engadine. 
Such  thoughts  come  trooping  upon  the  mind  in  a 
medley  of  confusion ;  but  one  must  take  them  in 
something  like  a  connected  sequence,  or  we  shall 
never  get  out  of  the  bewildering,  if  enchanting, 
maze ;  and  one  must  make  a  selection,  or  we 
should  never  reach  the  end.  Let  us  begin  then,  as 
Horace  would  his  "  feast  of  good  things,"  a6 
OVO,  or  from  the  first  course,  and  continue  our 
entertainment  ad  mala,  "  to  the  apples,"  or 
dessert.  And  this,  in  the  present  case,  we  may  do 
in  more  than  one  sense ;  for  my  fishing  reminis- 
cences almost  literally  begin  ab  ovo,  when  I  was 
little  more  than  a  human  "  chick,"  and  they  con- 
tinue ad  mala,  to  the  ripened  fruit  of  mature 
years.  We  will  now  take  one  of  my  earliest 
recollections.  An  uncle  was  an  enthusiastic  fol- 
lower of  the  "gentle  craft,"  visiting  the  lakes  of 
Cumberland  every  year,  whence  he  brought  home 
with  him  a  store  of  "  potted  char,"  and  trout,  of 
his  own  catching,  sufi&cient  to  supply  the  break- 
ff^st  table  till  "the  season  came  round  again."' 
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His  skill  was  such  that  it  was  even  said  that  at  one 
lake,  for  which  he  had  special  permission,  he 
cauglit  so  many  fish  that,  after  two  or  three  years, 
permission  was  refused  hiiii,  at  any  price,  as  it  was 
feared  that  the  fish  might  soon  become  extinct  under 
his  alluiing  manipulation.  He  came  on  a  visit  to 
my  father,  before  I  was  "  in  my  teens " ;  and, 
finding  my  piscatory  efforts  limited  to  catching 
gudgeon,  dace,  and  roach,  varied  occasionally  by  a 
sluggish  teuch  or  wriggling  eel,  in  the  moat  sur- 
rounding our  house,  he  made  me  a  present  of  an 
old  fly-book.  My  father  was  then  in  the  habit, 
once  or  twice  a  year,  of  seeking  relaxation  from 
arduous  duties  by  resorting  to  a  trout  stream,  not 
many  miles  distant,  a  good  reach  of  which  was 
owned  and  preserved  by  his  friend,  a  neighbouring 
squire  ;  and  he  promised  that  I  should  accompany 
hiui  on  his  next  excursion.  It  would  not  be  for  a 
few  weeks  yet,  so  that  there  was  time  for  prepara- 
tion. How  I  gloated  over  the  treasures  of  that  ilv- 
book !  It  was  rather  antiquated,  or  probably  it 
would  not  have  been  bestowed  upon  me.  The 
"  Indian  weed "  of  the  tlies,  as  gut  was  then 
called,  was  discoloured  by  age — I  hoped  not  rotten. 
The  flies  were  of  rather  rude  make ;  but  there  was 
a  theory,  in  those  days,  that  this  was  no  drawback, 
the  fly  being  intended  to  represent  an  insect 
damaged,  or  drowned,  by  accident ;  and  some  good 
anglers  went  so  far  as  purposelj-  to  make  their  own 
flies  very  roughly,  or  to  "  rub  up  the  wrong  way  " 
those  which  they  bought,  before  using  them. 
Whether  this  theory  was  sound  is  not  for  me  to 
say.  Probably  the  fish,  like  the  angler,  were  less 
sophisticated  than  in  these  days ;  the  two  encoun- 
tered each  other  less  frequently,  and  were  there- 
fore (the  fish)  less  suspicious,  and  the  angler  less  in 
need  of  artful  devices. 

My  spare  time  in  the  inter\-al  was  now  spent  in 
studying  the  pages  of  Izaak  "Walton,  an  early 
edition  of  whose  quaint  volmne,  along  with  a 
similar  copy  of  Gilbert  "White's  "  Selborne  "  from 
my  father's  library,  was  then,  has  been  in  later 
years,  and  still  is,  on  a  bookshelf  handy  near  my 
bed.  Until  I  was  some  years  older,  they  to  me 
took  the  place  of  the  novel  for  light  reading.  I 
had,  of  course,  no  fly-rod,  but  this  difficulty  was 
soon  overcome.  Fired  by  my  uncle's  accounts  of 
his  exploits,  I  was  resolved  to  be  a  fisherman.  In 
those  primitive  days  every  boy  or  girl  had  what 
was  called  a  "  thrift-box,"  generally  presented  by 
a  kindly  godparent,  in  which  they  hoarded  the 
shillings  and  half-crowns  given  to  them  by  visitors, 
relatives,  or  friends.  It  so  happened  that  our 
sweep  was  a  skilled  fisherman,  said  to  be  the 
second-best  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  cleverest 
being  our  shoemaker ;  and  I  may  here  just  pause 
to  remark  that  those  were  days  when  the  pro- 
fessional sweep  still  employed  his  "  boys  "  (indeed, 
they  were  said  to  bay  boys,  whose  parents  were 
tired  of  them),  to  sweep  the  chimneys,  and  a 
householder  was  not  satisfied  that  his  chimney  had 
been  properly  swept  till  the  sweep's  boy  had 
rattled  his  brush  out  at  the  top  of  the  chimney  pot. 
Old  Shaw,  the  sweep,  made  his  own  fishing  rods, 
and  I  gave  him  ten  shillings  for  a  very  neat  ten- 
foot  rod  of  three  pieces,  the  butt  being  of  ash,  the 
centre  of  hazel,  and  the  top  of  lancewood,  tipped 
with  whalebone.  It  was  a  light,  pliant,  and  well- 
balanced  implement,  which  wo\ild  hardly  have  been 
surpassed  by  a  Farlow,  if  such  a  piscatorial  artist 
then  existed.  Many  a  pleasant  day  I  afterwards 
had  with  that  rod,  and  I  may  say  here  that  the 
time  came  when  I  also  made  my  own  rods,  for 
both  trout  and  salmon  fishing. 

But  this  is  a  digression.  At  length  the  day 
arrived  to  which  I  had  long  eagerly  looked  for- 
ward. "We  broke  our  fast  at  dawn  of  day  on  a 
fresh  and  genial  May  morning.  By  four  o'clock 
we  were  on  our  way,  each  armed  with  rod  and 
fishing-basket,  and  carrying  a  supply  of  hard-boiled 
eggs  and  sandwiches.  Our  course — a  cross-country 
footpath  -lay  by  dewy  meadows,  and  through  corn- 
fields still  more  dewy,  now  attaining  to  some  height ; 
then  through  a  well-wooded  park,  the  owner  of 
which  occasionally  in  the  season  invited  us  to  share 
his  sport  in  coursing.  Then  we  emerged  on  the 
highway,  a  grand  old  lioman  road  with  wide 
margin  of  grass  convenient  for  walking.  By  halt- 
past  five  we  stood  on  fairly  high  ground  looking 
down  upon  a  winding  river  and  a  water-mill,  the 
former  in  these  later  utilitarian  days  being  now  much 
straightened  in  its  course — not  to  the  improvement 
of  the  fishing,  since  those  windings  gave  the  quiet, 
deeper  corners  and  pools  which  the  larger  trout 
love  to  frequent ;  while  these  obstructions  to  its 


course  created  those  gravelly  shoals  and  more  brisk 
runnels  beside  them,  which  gave  life  to  the  water, 
and  a  greater  variety  to  the  spots  where  the  finny 
denizens  of  the  stream  could  lurk  and  watch  for 
their  prey.  We  made  by  a  cart-track  for  the  mill, 
and  by  six  o'clock,  when  the  miller,  to  whom  my 
father  was  well-known,  opened  his  door  and  gave 
us  a  greetmg,  as  his  dog  had  already  done,  we 
were  just  getting  to  work.  The  mill-pool  was  on 
this  occasion  assigned  to  me  as  affording  more 
space  for  the  awkward  action  of  a  novice,  my  father 
taking  the  water  above  the  mill. 

Before  commencing  operations  myself,  I  left  my 
rod  by  my  basket  at  the  mill  pool  and  accompanied 
my  father  some  little  distance  to  take  note  of  his 
proceedings  for  my  own  guidance.  Of  course,  just 
above  the  mill,  the  water  was  deep  and  still,  but 
there  was  a  nice  westerly  breeze,  which  rippled 
the  surface,  and  we  saw  two  or  three  trout  stirring, 
catching  insects  which  dropped  from  the  slightly 
moved  branches  of  pollard  willows  overhanging  the 
water.  My  father  cast  across  into  the  shade 
beneath  these  trees,  and  presently  hooked  a  trout, 
which,  after  a  little  play,  he  drew  across  to  his 
side,  and  as  it  reached  the  bank  I  knelt  down,  caught 
hold  of  it,  as  he  directed,  by  the  gills,  and  then 
held  it  while  he  removed  the  hook ;  he  then  gave 
it  a  knock  on  his  boot  toe  and  consigned  it  to  his 
creel.  He  said  it  was  nearly  a  half-pounder.  We 
then  moved  on  a  short  distance,  to  where  he  chiefly 
expected  sport.  And  here  I  may  as  well  give  a 
description  of  the  scene.  Our  river  was  not  a 
large  one,  varying,  in  this  part  of  it,  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  feet  in  width.  But  it  was  a  stream  of 
hoar  antiquity.  Celtic  in  name,  as  so  many  of  our 
rivers  are,  Britons  of  yore  may  well  have  speared 
or  snared  its  speckled  trout.  It  also  gave  its  name 
to  a  Eoman  fortress,  of  which  remains  still  exist 
not  many  miles  away ;  while  Saxon  and  Dane, 
through  whose  later  settlements  it  sped  its  way, 
appended  its  name,  as  a  suffix,  to  their  local 
designations.  Thus  it  may  have  witnessed  strange 
scenes  of  turmoil,  rapine,  and  rude  changes  among 
conflicting  races ;  but  its  own  course  has  been  a 
peaceful  one,  meandering  through  mead  and  marsh 
from  the  distant  wold  where  it  first  wells  up,  as  I 
have  since  seen  it,  in  a  quiet  hollow,  screened  by 
ancient  thorns,  in  the  sloping  side  of  a  field.  Its  total 
length  is  barely  a  score  of  miles  from  head  to  where 
it  embouches  in  another  larger,  also  Celtic,  and  once 
sacred  stream,  honoured  in  Druid  creed,  and  so  is 
soon  lost  in  the  embrace  of  ocean.  At  the  point 
where  my  father  was,  the  river  bed  was  in  parts  a 
mass  of  water  weeds,  flinging  their  long  arms  down 
the  current  and  writhing  as  though  in  agony  to 
retain  their  foothold.  These  occupied  three-quarters 
of  its  breadth,  and  as  they  twisted  and  turned, 
openings  here  and  there  appeared,  where  the  trout 
lurking  beneath  could  rise  with  sudden  splash  ai; 
the  fly  which  floated  lightly  over  them.  On  either 
side  of  this  mass  of  long,  green,  curling  tresses, 
as  it  were,  of  water-nymphs,  there  was  a  narrow 
border  of  open  water,  where  the  unimpeded 
current  ran  more  briskly,  and  sparkled  over  the 
gravelly  bed,  while  small  bushes  and  tufts,  over- 
hanging the  bank,  afforded  plenty  of  hidden  lurking 
places  for  the  fish  to  watch  for  the  passing  fly,  and 
suddenly  dart  out  upon  it.  At  bends  of  the  river 
sandy  shoals  were  formed,  runnels  rippled  over 
stones,  and  deeper  pools  lay  under  the  banks. 
For  a  time  I  watched  my  father  as  he  pointed  out 
to  me  these  different  features,  and  explained  their 
meaning  and  value  to  fish  and  fisher.  I  helped 
him  out  with  two  or  three  nice  trout,  and  then 
left  him  for  the  mill-pool  to  make  my  own  first 
trial.  His  parting  words  were,  "  Throw  your  fly 
well  across  the  mill-race ;  as  it  floats  downwards, 
draw  it  slowly  across  the  stream  towards  you  and 
let  it  dwell  a  little  in  mid-stream,  where  it  is 
strongest.  If  you  hook  a  good  fish  don't  be  in  a 
hurry,  play  him  steadily  till  he  is  done,  keeping 
the  top  of  your  rod  well  up,  and  then  land  him  in 
the  shallows  at  the  lower  end  of  the  pool."  What 
better  advice  could  he  have  given,  the  dear  paternal 
counsellor  and  guide,  who  wished  his  son,  even 
thus  early,  to  strike  out  a  line  for  himself,  and 
depend  on  his  own  exertions,  as  he  has  done,  in  the 
main,  ever  since. 

I  put  on  a  Red  Hackle  at  the  end  of  my  four 
feet  or  so  of  gut,  with  a  Black  Gnat  about  two  feet 
above  it.  At  first  I  cast  rather  timidly,  and  near 
at  hand,  trying  my  own  side  of  the  mill-pool  till  I 
got  to  know  the  feel  of  my  rod  and  its  powers.  I 
then,  gradually,  struck  out  more  vigorously,  reach- 
ing further  across  the  pool.    The  wind  was  blowing 


slightly  over  my  right  shoulder  from  behind,  which 
helped  to  carry  the  fly  out  across  the  water.  Thi« 
gave  me  courage  to  try  to  cast  beyond  the  main 
current  descending  from  the  mill-wheel,  so  as  to 
draw  the  fly  across  it  towards  me.  Giving  a 
vigorous  swing  back  of  the  line,  so  as  to  get  a 
corresponding  long  cast  forward,  I  heard  the  line 
behind  me  crack  like  a  whip.  Then  as  the  line 
flew  forward  I  noticed  that  it  seemed  to  hover 
hesitatingly  over  the  water  before  alighting,  and  I 
saw,  alas  !  that — the  common  difficulty  of  the 
beginner — I  had  whipped  off  my  end  fly.  So  that 
was  the  meaning  of  the  crack  behind  me.  How 
many  an  old  hand  can  recall  the  day  when  he  did 
the  same  ?  But  "  experientia  does  it,"  as  some 
one  has  said  ;  we  are  all  liable  to  mistakes,  especi- 
ally when  we  don't  know  better,  and  I  had  now 
learnt  a  lesson.  However,  as  I  was  drawing  the 
Black  Gnat,  now  become  the  main  fly,  across  the 
current  towards  me  there  was  a  splash  and  a 
splutter,  and  a  fish  was  hooked.  He  darted  at  first 
up  stream  towards  the  mill-wheel,  but  I  knew  this 
could  not  last  long.  I  held  on  steadily,  giving  out  as 
little  line  as  possible.  He  sprang  into  the  air  once, 
then  dived  down  in  the  deep  water,  but  soon  he 
gradually  came  round.  I  kept  the  head  of  the  rod 
well  up,  and  wound  in  line  till  he  passed  below  me, 
and  then  got  out  into  the  main  current  again.  I 
then  gave  him  a  little  more  line,  but  kept  pulling 
steadily,  and  after  a  few  shakes  of  his  head  and 
splashings  with  his  tail  he  began  to  yield,  and  I  soon 
drew  him  cautiously  to  a  little  sandy  creek  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  jjool,  and  there  as  I  still  kept  his 
head  up  he  presently  kicked  himself  fairly  out  of 
the  water  on  dry  land.  I  threw  my  rod  down,  and 
with  a  rush  sprang  down  the  bank  and  grasped  him 
by  the  gills  in  an  ecstasy  of  delight  which  one  can 
only  experience  on  rare  occasions  in  a  lifetime. 
He  was  larger  than  the  half-pounder  which  I  had 
seen  my  father  catch  above  the  mill,  and  I  was 
very  proud  of  my  first  trout.  The  miller's  door 
being  opened  I  took  the  fish  in  and  showed  it 
to  him.  He  offered  to  weigh  it,  and  we  found  it  to 
be  slightly  under  one  pound — a  very  satisfactory 
beginning  to  encourage  further  efforts. 

(To  be  continued.) 


TWICKENHAM  AND  ITS  DEEPS. 


Between  Teddington  and  Twickenham  are  the 
well-known  mansions  of  Strawberry  Hill  and  Pope's 
Villa.  Strawberry  Hill  lies  back  from  the  water, 
and  is  noted  from  being  the  seat  of  Walpole,  who 
turned  it  into  a  Gothic  building.  Pope's  Villa 
stood  just  below,  where  the  curve  of  the  river 
round  to  Twickenham  begins.  The  house  was 
pulled  down,  and  the  willow-tree,  that  was  so  well 
known,  destroyed.  The  famous  tree  was  supposed 
to  have  been  planted  by  the  poet  himself. 

For  upwards  of  thirty  years  Twickenham  has 
been  our  hunting-ground  for  the  corpulent  roach 
and  the  ponderous  bream,  and  when  sport  failed 
us  in  the  upper  waters  at  Kingston  we  allowed 
ourselves  to  be  "  spoofed "  by  that  champion 
deluder,  "  Ole  Johnson,"  whose  never-failing  salvo 
for  the  poor  sport  was,  "  Never  mind,  sir,  the  next 
time  you  come  we'll  get  down  into  the  tideway, 
and  I'll  guarantee  you  a  rattling  day."  One  must 
do  justice  to  the  old  man,  and  state  that  whenever 
these  promised  days  arrived,  which  was  seldom, 
there  was  no  lack  of  sport,  bags  of  201b.,  and  even 
301b.,  falling  to  our  rods. 

But  Twickenham  is  not  the  riverside  station  it 
was.  Twickenham  I  The  abode  of  Pope,  Kneller, 
and  the  lovely  Kitty  Clive — where  James  II.  took 
his  last  look  at  the  Thames  before  he  fled  to 
France ;  where  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  designed 
Marble  Hill  for  the  Countess  of  Suffolk ;  where 
pies  of  the  best  Thames  eels  were  concocted  for 
the  faithful !  Alas  !  How  changed  is  everything  I 
"The  boys,"  says  a  recent  visitor,  "thronged  round 
our  tramcar  as  we  slowed  up  at  Twickenham, 
almost  mobbing  us  for  our  tickets  to  swell  their 
collections."  Many  of  the  old  houses  have  been 
pulled  down  to  make  way  for  the  latest  invasion, 
while  flaring  buildings  have  been  erected  in  their 
places.  The  esplanade,  with  its  chesnuts,  is  still 
there,  but  Eel  Pie  Island  is  on  sale. 

Aug.  21  was  a  lovely  day.  The  sun  at  8  a.m. 
gave  some  idea  of  the  melting  moments  we  should 
have  to  endure  ere  the  chimes  of  the  riverside 
church  gave  out  the  notes  of  warning  for  our 
return.  We  found  our  worthy  henchman  at 
home,    but   unable   to   bear   us   company  on 
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account  of  a  heavy  domestic  affliction,  the  severe 
illness  of  his  partner,  who  for  many  seasons 
has  borne  her  part  in  the  struggle  of  life. 
We  were,  however,  handed  over  to  one  of  the 
family,  and  in  a  very  short  space  of  time  securely 
moored  ofif  the  villa  to  which  we  have  lately 
alluded.  As  usual,  the  "  villa  "  showed  signs  of  a 
late  habitation ;  the  ivy  surroundings  had  been 
recently  trimmed,  but  the  famous  swim,  which 
takes  its  name  from  the  building,  showed  almost  a 
blank.  The  tide,  which  was  running  down  as  we 
commenced  fishing,  had  only  two  hours  to  ebb 
before  "  flood,"  so  we  made  the  most  of  our  tenure. 
At  times  this  swim  is  very  erratic  in  its  course. 
For  the  space  of  a  few  minutes  it  will  flow  in  a 
regular  direction,  following  the  course  of  the  tide, 
when,  without  any  warning,  the  float  will  travel  in 
a  side-long  direction,  as  though  a  big  roach  were 
running  away  with  the  bait ;  then  it  will  take  an 
opposite  course,  and  finally  box  the  compass  by 
drifting  in  a  leisurely  manner  towards  the  punt's 
counter.  We  toiled  until  we  were  tired,  but  not  a 
fish  could  we  get,  nor  could  our  fellow  labourers 
in  the  other  punts  show  any  just  cause  for 
remaining.  The  river  was  in  splendid  trim, 
just  the  right  colour,  while  a  soft  summer 
breeze  scarcely  broke  the  surface  of  the  now  slowly 
creeping  tide.  There  had  been  the  usual  rumours 
of  takes  of  solitary  roach,  and  somebody  was 
mentioned  as  having  welled  a  couple  of  bream 
about  21b.  in  weight ;  but  no  fish  came  our  way. 
But  "  flood  time  "  had  now  arrived,  and  the  well- 
worn  couplet  reminds  us  that — 

There  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  men. 

Which,  taken  at  the  flood,  leads  on  to  fortune. 

So  we  up  poles,  pass  the  "  deeps  "  by  the  island, 
and  go  higher  up  to  "  Stony  deeps,"  where  the 
river  on  the  up  tide  will  give  a  fish  able  depth  of 
ten  or  twelve  feet.*  The  ground-bait  which  is  so 
necessary  for  Thames  fishing  is  made  up  as  we 
quietly  glide  along  to  our  pitch.  To  almost  every 
tree  or  bush  is  moored,  or  being  moored,  the 
fragile  canoe,  or  the  more  stable  skifl",  each  of 
which  kind  of  craft  has  its  crew — a  couple  of 
persons.  Hardly  have  we  made  our  pitch  when 
one  of  the  specially  designed  steamers,  with 
a  cargo  of  about  three  hundred,  passes  down- 
stream. The  huge  vessel  certainly  eased  for 
us,  but  for  five  minutes  our  punt  wrestles  at 
her  moorings  as  though  to  break  adrift.  Then, 
after  the  "  last  wave,"  comes  rest  for  a  brief 
space,  and  we  cast  our  bait  into  the  waters  hoping 
to  meet  with  some  return.  But  "  harrow,  and 
alas !  "  not  a  sign  do  we  see  of  the  roach  that  were 
"  so  plentiful,"  or  of  the  bream  that  were  "  feeding 
so  well."  Two  scullers  now  come  along  at  training 
pace,  and  from  not  keeping  a  good  look-out  nearly 
smash  their  right-hand  sculls.  With  a  smothered 
ejaculation,  which  sounds  like  naming  that  Indian 
coin  which  is  supposed  to  be  of  the  value  of  2^d., 
they  scowl  at  us  as  they  adjust  their  propellers  and 
dash  on,  leaving  us  once  more  to  our  fishing.  For 
an  hour,  by  the  chime,  we  work  hard,  with  in- 
adequate results — three  dace,  with  an  undersized 
roach,  falling  to  our  share — then  a  "  tug  "  with  a 
long  string  of  six  barges  passes  down  at  a  great 
rate,  raising  such  a  swell  as  takes,  at  least,  ten 
minutes  to  quiet  down.  Meanwhile,  our  punt 
again  wrestles  with  its  moorings,  as  though  mad  at 
the  rough  treatment  it  had  again  be  subjected  to. 
At  last  one  end  becomes  loose,  and  we  drift  shore- 
wards  before  our  pilot  can  get  back  to  the  pitch. 
Hardly  has  he  fixed  us  up  again  before  the  Cardinal 
Wolsry  appears  in  sight,  with  her  living  freight  of 
three  hundred.  This  latter  catastrophe  puts  paid 
to  the  account,  and  we  limber  up,  heartily  disgusted, 
for  evidently,  from  an  angler's  point  of  view, 
Twickenham  has  followed  in  the  train  of  several 
other  river  stations.  The  jerry-builder,  the  forma- 
tion of  the  new  tram  system,  and  the  building  of 
the  liichmond  lock  have  done  much  to  alter  the 
famous  fishing  town,  and  our  cry  must  still  be 
Westward  ho  !  only  perhaps  to  encounter  steam- 
launches  and  the  assertive  rights  of  riparian 
owners. 

We  would  close  this  doleful  account  of  our 
angling  failure  with  a  humorous  conversation  which 
we  had  with  our  genial  mentor.  "  Well,  .Tack, 
what  was  the  largest  catch  you  ever  had  ? " 
"  Well,"  he  replied,  "  J  once  caught  a  house.  I 
took  a  little  Hho  .v  when  I  began  to  work  the  '  deeps,' 
but,  though  I  waited  year  after  year,  nobody  came 

*  Labouchere  a  swim  is  thirty  feet  deep  at  high 
water. 


to  ask  for  the  rent.  And,  not  knowing  who  the 
landlord  might  be,  I  could  not  send  it.  This 
occurred  year  after  year,  until  I  had  been  in 
possession  the  necessary  period  to  claim  ownership 
— which  I  did.  Then  the  Town  Council  tried  to 
turn  me  out;  but  I  entered  an  action  against 
them,  and  the  verdict  was  in  my  favour.  That, 
Mr.  Strorrat,  was  the  biggest  haul  I  ever  had." 

Straw  Hat. 


STEAY  NOTES  ON  FISHING  AND 
NATUKAL  HISTOEY.* 

{Concluded  from  page  181.) 
Fastening  for  Casting-Line. 

Let  me  recommend  those  who  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  fastening  their  casting-line  to  the  line  by 
a  loop  on  each  to  adopt  the  much 
better  plan  of  having  merely  a  n 
knot  at  the  end  of  the  line  and  a 
loop  in  the  casting-line.    They  are 
then  most  easily  fastened  by  just  il^*L 
passing  the  knotted  line  through  Cjl^J 
the  loop,  giving  it  one  twcn  round  ^feat^ 
it,  and  then  bringing  it  back  again  ¥ 
between  the  loop  and  the  line,  as  I 
in  Fig.  7,  after  which  the  latter  is  I 
pulled  down  to  the  knot.    This  ' 
mode  of  fastening  relieves  you  from 
the  nuisance  of  having  to  pass  all 
your  casting-line  through  the  loop,  and  often  saves 
much  trouble  if  you  happen  to  get  hung  up.  It 
possesses  also  the  decided  advantage  of  rendering 
yoMT  line  lighter  to  cast  with. 

Fastening  for  Bob-Flies. 

As  a  mode  of  fastening  bob-flies  to  the  casting- 
line  I  find  the  following  much  the  best  and  most 
serviceable  that  I  have  ever  tried,  combining,  as  it 
does,  the  three  great  essentials  of  strength,  light- 
ness, and  general  convenience.  The  casting-line 
should  be  cut  at  the  place  where  you  wish  the 
bob-fly  to  be  attached,  and  the  two  ends  placed 
overlapping  one  another.  AVith  each  end  (previ- 
ously well  soaked)  you  make  a  simple  knot  round 
the  adjacent  part  of  the  casting-line,  and  draw 
them  moderately  tight.  Then,  having  previously 
cut  the  gut  attached  to  the  bob-fly  to  the  proper 
length,  and  tied  a  knot  in  it  to  prevent  it  from 
slipping,  you  insert  the  knotted  end  between  the 
two  pieces  of  the  casting-line  which  lie  between 
the  knots  and  give  it  a  single  turn  round  one  of 
them.  Then  jMsi  draw  these  knots  together.  Pull 
down  the  gut  of  the  bob-fly  to  the  knot  in  it.  Wet 
the  knots  once  more  in  your  mouth  to  make 
assurance  doubly  sure  ;  pull  each  of  those  on  the 
casting-line  quite  tight,  and  then  the  two  firmly 
together.  It  is  now  complete.  When  clipping  off 
the  ends  of  the  gut,  however,  remember  to  leave 
about  a  sixteenth  of  an  inch  projecting  beyond 
each  of  the  two  knots  in  the  casting-line.  Should 
you  wish  to  change  your  fly,  you  can  then,  taking 
hold  of  one  end  with  your  teeth  and  the  other  with 
a  small  pair  of  pliers,  which  no  fly-book  should  be 
without,  pull  them  apart,  take  out  your  fly,  put  in 
another,  and  draw  them  together  again.  This 
fastening,  before  the  knots  in  the  casting-line  are 
drawn  together,  will  appear  thus — 


Fig.  8.  Fastening  fob  Bob-Flies. 


I  always,  in  making  up  my  own  casting-lines, 
use  this  description  of  knot  throughout,  finding 
it  (so  far  as  my  experience  goes)  less  likely  to 
slip  than  any  other.  It  may  appear  somewhat 
complicated  at  first  sight,  but  will  be  found  very 
simple  in  practice. 

Makeshift  Gaff. 
The  following  substitute   for  a  gaff  will  be 
found  to  answer  sufiQciently  well  on  a  pinch,  and 

*  From  the  volume  by  Ooinwall  Bimeon. 


save  you  the  trouble  of  carrying  about  a  regular 
gaff,  when  it  may  be  inconvenient  to  do  so.  Whip 
any  large,  long-shanked  hook  on  to  a  piece  of 
string  about  five  feet  long,  commencing  at  the 
bend  and  fastening  off  half-way  up  the  shank, 
leaving  the  other  half  bare.  Thrust  this  bare  end 
into  the  pith  of  an  elder  or  withy  stick  about  four 
feet  in  length,  which  you  can  cut  when  likely  to 
want  it,  and  after  giving  the  string  two  or  three 
turns  round  the  stick,  bring  it  up  to  your  hand, 
having  previously  made  a  loop  in  the  end  to  hold 
it  by.  The  act  of  striking  a  fish  will  bring  the 
gaff  out  of  the  stick,  which  you  may  drop  altogether, 
the  line  on  it  being  quite  sufficient  to  land  him  with. 

A  rod-spear  made  on  the  principle  of  the 
annexed  drawing,  to  cut  and  thrust,  may  not  un- 
frequently  be  foimd  of  service  for  cutting  away 
twigs  or  weeds  in  which  your  fly  has  got  entangled, 


FlQ.  9.  CUT-AND-THBUST  ROD-SPEAB. 

they  being  often  just  too  far  for  the  fisherman  to 
reach  with  the  ordinary  appliances  at  hand.  Many 
a  good  fish  has  been  lost  for  want  of  such  a  thing, 
and  that  in  the  most  aggravating  way  possible, 
when  quite  exhausted  and  all  but  within  reach  of 
the  net,  by  the  bob-fly  getting  hung  up. 

Clearing  Line. 
A  simple  method  of  clearing  your  line,  when 
otherwise  "  in  trouble,"  is  to  fasten  a  stone  to  a 
piece  of  stout  string,  which  should  be  always 
carried  in  the  fishing-basket,  and  then,  pitching 
the  stone  over  the  offending  branch  or  weeds,  haul 
away  at  the  string.  This  expedient  will  often  set 
you  free  at  once,  and  save  a  deal  of  bother. 

To  Secure  Eeel. 

When  fishing  with  a  rod  to  which  there  is  no 
convenience  for  fastening  the  reel,  a  piece  of  leather 
wetted  and  put  under  the  reel  before  it  is  tied  on 
will  be  foimd  sufficient  to  keep  it  from  slipping. 
When  the  straight  piece  of  brass  under  the  reel  is 
too  small  for  the  hollow  made  to  receive  it  in  the 
rod,  a  slight  bend  given  downwards  to  the  brass, 
which  can  generally  be  done  with  the  hand,  will, 
on  an  emergency,  be  found  to  make  it  fit  sufficiently 
tight  for  use. 

My  experience  leads  me  to  believe  that — whether 
using  the  fly  or  spinning — it  is,  if  your  tackle  is  fine, 
a  great  mistake  to  fish  too  fast.  The  act  of  draw- 
ing the  fly  along  rapidly  imparts  to  it  an  imnatural 
motion,  for  when  did  a  trout  ever  see  a  fly  pro- 
pelling itself  rapidly  under  water  ?  Besides  this 
it  must  have  a  tendency  to  bring  the  fly  to  the 
surface,  when  it  leaves  a  wake  behind  it  which 
cannot  but  frighten  the  fish.  Although  small  fish 
will  take  a  fly  under  such  circumstances,  as,  like 
kittens,  they  will  run  at  almost  anything  which 
passes  rapidly  by  them,  yet  it  is  rarely  that  a 
steady  old  trout  can  be  induced  to  do  so.  It  is 
even  more  essential,  when  fishing  with  a  "  dry  fly," 
to  leave  it  almost  entirely  to  its  own  devices,  as  it 
will  thus  float  much  longer  than  it  would  if  inter- 
fered with  and  its  movements  unnaturally  hastened. 
These  observations  do  not  apply  with  equal  force 
to  the  bob-fly,  which,  traversing  the  surface  of  the 
water  (as  its  name  implies)  with  a  succession  of 
dips  or  bobs,  might  be  taken  by  trout  for  the 
natural  insect.  Steady  fishing  will,  however,  be 
found  more  successful  even  with  the  bob-fly.  In 
casting  generally  straightness  of  line  is,  in  my 
opinion,  the  first  point  to  be  aimed  at,  and  light- 
ness the  second.  Both,  however,  are  most  essential. 
It  should  be  a  rule  never  to  fish  with  a  yard  more 
line  than  is  absolutely  necessary. 

Hair. 

In  some  very  fine,  clear  water  trout  can  be  taken 
with  a  hair  casting-line,  when  it  would  be  almost 
useless  to  fish  with  one  of  gut.  I  found  this  to  be 
the  case  on  the  Wharfe,  where  the  tackle  ordinarily 
used  consists  of  a  hair  casting-line  and  five  or  six 
diminutive  flies  also  tied  on  hair,  and  where  I  was 
told  it  would  be  lost  labour  to  try  gut.  I  was 
rather  sceptical  on  the  point  and  tried  fine  gut, 
but  soon  hai  to  resign  it  in  favour  of  hair,  when  I 
found  an  immediate  and  striking  difference.  Where 
the  water  is  clear,  it  may,  I  am  persuaded,  be 
often  used  to  great  advantage.  It  is  somewhat 
troublesome  to  fish  with,  inasmuch  as  it  requires 
great  care  in  its  use — for  if  you  get  hung  up 
slightly  and  clear  yourself  without  a  breakage  or 
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BURBERRYS 


WARM  WITHOUT  WEIGHT.   PROOF  WITHOUT  HEAT. 

It  is  impossible  to  spealc  too  highly  of  the 
advantages  of  the  SLIP-ON,  its  weather-proof 
qualities  are  incontestable.  It  will  keep  out 
drenching  and  continuous  rain  without  adding 
the  slightest  unnatural  heat. 

May  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest  weather 
with  equal  comfort.  Formed  to  obviate  the 
possibility  of  any  tie  or  drag,  the  fitting  is 
equally  good  with  or  without  undercoat. 

"  A  year  or  two  ago  you  supplied  me  with  a  Slip-on 
Gabardiue,  the  most  perfect  and  most  waterproof 
shooting  and  fishing  coat  I  have  had." — 

B.  W.  GOTHAM,  Springfield,  Prescot. 

"  I  have  been  well  satisfied  with  the  coat,  and  have 
worn  it  in  jungle  through  the  heaviest  downpours  (and 
I  can  tell  you  it  does  rain  here)  without  getting  wet 
underneath  either  by  rain  or  perspiration." — 
C.  F.  S.  BAKER, 

17/12/01  Man  Kiilam,  Ceylon. 

"  The  day  turned  out  the  wettest  it  has  been  my  lot  to 
be  out  on.    I  remained  quite  dry." 

R.  H.  BENSON,  Walton,  Wakefield.  - 

BURBERRYS, 


30&31,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON; 
AND  BASINGSTOKE. 


THE  "KINGFISHER'  SILK  LINE. 


The  Field.  "...  The  dressing  is  a  feature  of 
the  line.  It  appears  to  be  one  of  the  best  we  have 
ever  seen,  penetrating  right  into  the  centre,  and, 
while  being  soft  and  having  a  smooth  surface, 
has  something  of  that  steeUness  or  springiness 
which  is  desirable  in  a  salmon  line." 


Fishing  Gazette. — ".  ..  As  far  as  I  can  judge 
without  actually  using  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  Mr.  Malloch's  five  years  of  experiments  have 
produced  a  most  perfect  line,  and  the  fact  that 
he  himself  is  satisfied  with  it — in  fact  'delighted' 
with  it — is  as  good  a  testimonial  as  any  line  could 
have.  His  reputation  as  one  of  the  best  sahnon 
fishermen  of  this  or  any  day  is  unassailable." 


.  D.  M  ALLOCH,  PERTH, 
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apparent  mischief,  yet  perhaps  the  hair  will  start 
at  a  knot  in  consequence  of  the  strain  and  come 
asunder  in  a  minute  or  two  afterwards  at  the 
slightest  touch.  It  is,  however,  astonishing,  if  the 
pull  be  a  steady  one,  how  much  it  will  bear. 

Fly  Tailed  with  "  Gentle," 
When  the  water  is  very  clear  and  bright,  trout 
will  sometimes  take  the  the  fly  freely  if  tailed  with 
a  gentle,  while  they  will  not  touch  it  without.  A 
friend  of  mine,  then  residing  at  Geneva,  and  one  of 
the  best  fishermen  I  ever  knew,  who  used  to  catch 
a  good  many  trout  in  the  neighbouring  streams, 
considered  it  useless  to  go  out  when  the  water  was 
in  that  state,  unless  he  was  provided  with  a  supply  of 
"  fruit,"  as  he  called  them.  No  one  would  probably 
take  advantage  of  this  dodge  unless  driven  to 
extremity,  when  it  surely  may  be  permissible.* 
One  calm,  bright  day,  when  the  water  was  very 
clear,  I  had  been  whipping  a  loch  in  Argyllshire 
with  scarce  any  success,  when  I  happened  to  see 
something  depending  from  the  brim  of  my  wide- 
awake. On  taking  it  off  I  discovered  that  the 
object  was  a  white  caterpillar,  and,  remembering 
this  dodge  immediately  availed  myself  of  his  volun- 
teered services  by  tailing  my  fly  with  him,  the 
result  being  a  good  sea- trout  the  very  first  cast. 

Streams  near  Geneva — Versoix. 
Having  casually  alluded  to  Geneva,  I  may 
mention  that  there  'are  two  good  fishing  streams 
within  reach  of  it.  One,  the  Versoix,  rising  in  the 
slopes  of  the  Jura  and  flowing  into  the  lake  about 
seven  miles  above  Geneva,  is  a  charming,  bright, 
lively  stream  running  through  very  pretty  scenery, 
rather  wooded  in  some  places,  but  in  others  fairly 
open  and  easy  to  fish.  Though  trout  are  not  very 
abundant  in  it,  yet  they  are  some  of  the  most 
beautiful,  as  well  as  the  best  for  the  table,  that  I 
ever  came  across.  They  run  occasionally  up  to 
two  or  three  pounds — a  miller,  indeed,  caught  one 
of  between  six  and  seven  pounds  in  his  mill-tail  - 
and  enough  can  generally  be  met  with  to  make  it 
quite  worth  while  to  try  for  them.  The  scenery, 
however,  would  alone  quite  repay  the  fisherman. 
The  other  stream,  the  Eau  de  Lyon,  or  London  (as 
it  is  sometimes  called),  joins  the  Rhone  about 
twelve  miles  below  Geneva.  This  also  flowing 
from  the  Jura  in  a  clear  stream,  runs  for  some 
miles  above  the  river  through  an  open  country 
mostly  clothed  with  juniper,  and  nearly  the  whole 
of  it  can  be  thus  far  easily  commanded.  It  abounds 
with  trout  and  grayling,  but  the  trout  do  not 
generally  run  so  large  there  as  in  the  Versoix. 

The  following  lines — a  well-merited  tribute  to 
the  charms  of  the  Versoix — were  sent  to  me  by  a 
friend  with  whom  I  had  passed  some  long-to-be- 
remembered  days  by  its  banks  : — 

VERSOIX. 
Aye  !  many  a  pleasant  day  was  ours 

Where  the  crystal  Versoix  ran 
To  end  its  brief,  pure,  glittering  course 

In  the  bosom  of  blue  Leman. 

There  was  joy  in  the  fresh,  clear  dawn  of  day, 

There  was  joy  in  the  glowing  noon, 
And  a  deeper  joy  in  our  homeward  way 

By  the  light  of  the  quiet  moon. 

There  was  joy  in  the  path  'neath  the  old  oaks'  shade, 

Through  the  wood  so  calm  and  cool ; 
There  was  joy  in  the  roar  of  the  far  cascade, 

There  was  joy  in  the  deep,  still  pool. 

And  long  may  it  run,  for  a  sweeter  stream 

Never  fisher  nor  painter  saw, 
And  merrier  trout  never  leapt  in  the  beam 

Thau  the  trout  of  the  swift  Versoix. 

Shore-Sidb^uest  in  Trailing. 
"When  trailing  a  bait  in  lakes,  the  side  next  the 
shore  will  almost  invariably  afford  the  best  sport. 
The  same  remark  applies  to  rivers,  when  trailing 
from  a  boat.  When  from  a  punt,  however — that 
being  commonly  worked  close  along  the  bank — the 
case  is,  of  course,  different,  as  the  fish,  which  are 
lying  under  its  shelter,  are  thus  naturally  dis- 
turbed and  driven  into  deeper  water. 

Best  Place  in  the  Boat  when  Sea  Fishing. 

In  sea  fishing,  those  in  the  stern  of  the  boat  will 
generally  be  found  to  have  better  sport  than  those 
in  the  bow.  That  this  is  the  case  I  have  little 
doubt,  it  ha\  ing  been  often  remarked  by  others  as 
well  as  myself.  As  to  the  reason  why  it  should  be 
so,  I  have  a  difficulty  in  arriving  at  a  satisfactory 
conclusion.    I  used  to  imagine  that,  as  the  scent 

*  Not,  of  course,  where  "  (ly  only"  is  permitted. — 
Ed.  F.Q. 


of  the  baits  would  be  carried  down  with  the  tide, 
the  fish  below,  becoming  sensible  of  it,  and  follow- 
ing it  up,  would  naturally  arrive  first  at  the  baits 
from  the  stern.  But  this  theory  was  shaken  whilst 
I  was  fishing  one  blustery  day  on  a  Scotch  loch. 
On  that  occasion  the  wind  was  stronger  than  the 
tide,  and  the  boat  consequently  swung  stern  to  the 
current.  This  seemed,  however,  to  make  no  differ- 
ence, and  the  lines  in  the  stern  had,  as  usual,  the 
advantage.  Possibly,  after  all,  the  cable  and 
anchor  may  have  more  to  do  with  it  than  one 
would  naturally  imagine,  and  be  the  cause  which 
prevents  the  lines  in  the  bow  from  having  their 
full  share  of  sport. 


NOKTH  VEBSUS  SOUTH. 


For  the  present  writer  the  trout  season  of  1902 
opened  in  a  very  depressing  manner.  I  threw  my 
first  fly — an  Iron-Blue  Dun — during  the  last  fort- 
night of  April  on  the  river  Otter,  near  Honiton. 
This  river  has  the  reputation  of  being  \  ery  difficult, 
and  such,  I  confess,  it  has  always  proved  to  me. 
I  had  tried  it  the  season  before  in  February,  but 
owing  to  the  cold  weather  I  did  not  give  it  a  fair 
trial.  March  is  supposed — locally  to  be  the  best 
month  for  certain  portions  of  its  length  ;  and  I 
hoped  that  by  commencing  my  operations  in  mid- 
April  I  might  be  fortunate  enough  to  come  in  for 
at  least  the  "  tail-end  "  of  some  sport.  However, 
the  fates  that  preside  over  trout  fishing  upon  the 
Otter  ruled  otherwise,  for  during  three  weets  of 
persistent  fishing  I  only  basketed  three  trout, 
two  of  which  attained  the  individual  weight 
of  half-a-pound.  One  of  these  I  took  with  a 
Blue  Upright  in  a  deep  and  heavy  stream  where 
the  river  swirls  beneath  narrow  banks  under  a 
footbridge,  and  it  seemed  very  improbable,  owing 
to  the  good  fight  he  made  and  the  favourable 
nature  of  the  battle-ground,  that  I  should  land  him 
at  all.  However,  after  several  minutes'  struggle  I 
got  the  net  under  hiin  and  brought  him  trium- 
phantly to  bank.  It  seems  ridiculous  on  looking 
back  that  one  should  make  the  capture  of  a  half- 
pound  trout  an  occasion  for  especial  rejoicings, 
but  to  all  scoffers  who  are  inclined  to  make  light 
of  such  a  triumph  I  would  unhesitatingly  say : 
"  Go  to  the  Devonshire  Otter  in  bright,  dry  April 
weather,  and  with  a  north-east  wind  blowing  in 
your  face,  improve  upon  my  record  if  you  can." 

Well,  partly  as  the  result  of  this  complete  failure 
— scarcely  made  less  bittef  by  the  outspoken 
sympathy  of  my  friend  and  hostess  (who,  I  knew, 
desperately  wanted  me  to  .be  successful),  or  by  the 
polite  but  sceptical  smiles  of  my  (non-angling)  host, 
who,  in  his  heart  of  hearts,  I  am  convinced, 
thought  me  a  hopeless  duffer  (as  I  dare  say  I  was) 
— I  returned  home  to  the  north  in  a  very  depressed 
condition  of  mind, 

Early  in  June  I  commenced  operations  'upon  a 
local  reservoir  some  few  miles  away.  I  did  not 
intend  a  fishing  expedition,  but  happening  to  be 
driving  in  that  direction  I  decided  to  take  my  rod 
and  landing-net.  Humbled  by  my  recent  experiences 
in  Devonshire,  I  was,  happily  for  me,  in  that  blessed 
state  of  mind  which  expects  less  than  nothing,  and 
is  therefore  occasionally  rewarded.  Had  I  lost  all 
my  tackle,  and  come  home  minus  flies,  rod,  and 
basket,  I  should  scarcely  have  had  spirit  to  resent 
such  a  stroke  of  misfortune,  such  was  the  abjectness 
of  mind  in  which  I  set  out.  However,  I  determined 
to  have  a  try,  and  putting  on  my  favom-ite  fly — a 
March  Brown  with  a  bright  body — I  cast  oxer  the 
side.  Immediately  a  good  trout  was  on,  and  almost 
immediately  he  was  in  the  net.  Casting  again,  1 
hooked  another,  which  was  also  duly  landed. 

At  the  third  cast  I  was  fast  in  a  nice  fish,  which 
when  weighed  was  over  three-quarters  of  a  pound. 
Another  of  similar  size  was  quickly  struck,  netted, 
and  grassed,  and  so  the  fun  went  on.  In  an  hour 
and  a  quarter  I  had  struck  and  landed  eleven  trout, 
-weighing,  all  taken  together,  41b. 

Visiting  the  same  place  a  week  later  I  took  five 
trout,  averaging  7oz.  apiece.  Some  days  after  I 
tried  again,  and  again  basketed  several  trout,  one 
of  whicli  gave  me  excellent  sport.  He  took  the  fly 
with  what  seemed  a  very  gentle  pull  under  the  water, 
so  far  down  that  I  could  not  sec  him.  He  seemed  a 
good  fish,  and  I  gave  him  line  as  the  rod  was  nearly 
bent  double  with  the  strain.  After  an  anxious  five 
minutes  I  got  him  to  the  surface,  and  with  some 
difllciilty  into  the  net.  When  weighed  an  hour 
after  his  capture  he  scaled  exactly  21b. 

The  curious  thing  about  this    for  me — unpre- 


cedented rise  of  trout  was  that  it  occurred  in  that 
usually  worst  fishing  wind  on  record — a  bitter 
north-easter — and  "that  the  whole  of  the  two  dozen 
trout  I  grassed  in  three  several  expeditions  were 
taken  with  a  tiny  March  Brown,  and  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  the  May  Fly  was  on  the  water  and 
was  being  greedily  sucked  in  by  the  trout  in  great 
numbers. 

The  lessons  borne  in  upon  my  mind  by  my 
quite  opposite  experience,  though  under  somewhat 
similar  conditions,  in  south  and  north  have  been, 
firstly,  that  there  is  no  accounting  for  the  ways  of 
fish,  and  in  the  second  place,  that  however  much 
one  may  affect  to  despise  one's  own  local  reservoir 
fishing  it  is  very  easy  to  go  much  further  and  yet 
to  fare  indescribably  worse.  A.  L. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 


Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remaeeb. — The  river  has  been 
in  good  condition  all  the  week  and  punt  anglers  have 
had  plenty  of  sport,  though  most  of  the  fish  have  been 
small.  At  Kingston,  Mr.  W.  Newman,  of  the  Kingston 
J'iscitorial  Society,  has  taken  a  pike  of  91b.  2oz , 
which  he  has  weighed  into  the  society  for  the 
prize  offered  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Homersham,  the  pre- 
sident. Mr.  P.  Sands  has  taken  three  barbel  at 
Ditton,  where  roach  have  been  feeding  well.  Bank 
anglers  have  had  poor  sport.  The  cold  nights 
have  put  the  barbel  somewhat  off  the  feed,  and 
Battery,  the  Long  Ditton  professional,  caught  one  of 
these  fish,  which  was  quite  blue.  He  says  that  is  the 
winter  hue  of  the  barbel  when  they  lie  dormant.  Two 
immense  carp,  estimated  to  weigh  181b.  each,  have 
been  seen  in  the  wieds  at  Ditton  below  the  island. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  fish  are  there,  but  "  they 
want  some  catching."  The  season  is  fast  approaching 
when  excellent  sport  will  be  had  on  the  river,  and  I 
should  be  glad  if  any  angler  would  kindly  send  me 
word  or  note  to  47,  High-street,  Kingston,  of  any 
spqrt  he  obtains,  so  that  it  may  be  recorded  in  this 
column. --F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — The  water  is  in  very  fair  condition 

with  a  nice  stream  running.  A  few  fair  bags  of  roach 
have  been  made  during  the  week,  but  these  fish  are  at 
present  ofi'the  feed.  A  few  perch  have  come  to  the 
net,  but  no  barbel  have  been  caught.  Mr.  J.  W.  Read, 
fishing  with  J.  Sargeant,  has  taken  a  brace  of  chub 
weighing  41b.  8oz.  and  4lb.  4oz  ;  while  another  angler, 
but 'with  the  above  professional,  has  taken  six  chub, 
be&t  brace  2Jlb.  and  3.Jlb. ;  the  fish  were  taken  by 
casting  with  a  dead  frog.  Mr.  J.  C.  Pavia,  fishing 
with  G.  Smith,  during  the  week  has  had  some  good 
shows  of  roach  and  perch  up  to  lib.  Joz. — Stanley 
Mead. 

Aucholme  District. — I  had  a  final  try  for  trout 

on  Tuesday,  but  only  got  three  fish ;  the  largest  was 
a  beauty  of  IJlb  ,  the  other  two  weighed  lib.  They 
were  as  pink  as  salmon.  Bream  ace  still  taking  well. 
The  weather  is  fine,  but  autumnal. — Thomas  Ford, 
Caistor. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeacli).— At  the  time 

of  writing  the  river  is  in  good  order  for  general 
angling,  and  some  fair  sport  has  been  had  with  pike 
and  perch,  especially  on  the  higher  reaches  at  Upware. 
The  stormy  weather  of  the  week,  with  strong  winds, 
has  unsettled  the  roach,  when  they  have  only  fed 
well  late  in  the  evenings ;  they  are  now  getting  into 
deeper  water.  With  less  wind  after  these  refreshing 
showers  better  sport  is  looked  for,  they  being  in  shoals 
here  by  the  locks.  Water  good  depth.  Best  bait, 
boiled  wheat,  fresh  on  the  spot,  also  a  large  punt,  if 
required.  All  free  water. — John  O.  Georqe,  Beche- 
road,  Cambridge. 

Chelmer  and  Blackwater  (Maldon).— During 
the  past  week  anglers  have  had  some  moderate  catches 
of  fish  from  Beeleigh.  Mr.  B.  Short  and  F.  Short 
during  the  week  caught  some  roach,  perch,  pike,  and 
bream,  some  of  the  latter  scaling  over  21b.  each.  F. 
Keen  also  caught  some  bream  on  Sept.  11.  The  com- 
petition on  Sept.  14  at  Beeleigh  between  the  Good 
Intent  Angling  Society  and,  the  Ilford  P.  A.  S., 
six  of  the  former  and  three  of  the  latter  society, 
finished  rather  tamely,  the  water  being  too  clear  for 
angling  with  any  success ;  the  total  of  fish  taken 
was  about  31b.  Had  the  offer  of  the  Ilford 
Angling  Society  been  accepted  by  the  Good  Intent 
Angling  Society  to  fish  the  match  in  the  Ilford 
Club  waters,  the  result  in  the  total  of  fish  taken  would 
have  been  much  better,  as  some  of  the  anglers  not  in 
the  competition  had  some  good  sport  with  roach  in  the 
I.  P.  S.  waters.  Some  excellent  roach  have  been 
caught  from  the  Langford  Mill  Pool  by  Mr.  Lacy,  a 
good  number  over  lib.  each,  also  a  pike  of  Gib.  from 
the  same  water,  which  is  private.  The  condition  of 
the  water  is  good  just  now,  and  the  tidal  waters  seem 
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to  bo  well  stocked  with  roach,  dace,  and  perch. — F. 
Keen. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  rivers  keep  fairly  in  con- 
dition, and  are  higher  than  usual  for  September. 
Usually  about  the  middle  of  the  month  there  is  a  run 
of  peal,  probably  the  last  tor  the  year.  In  the  Camel, 
below  Nunstallon,  Mr.  Lang,  on  Sept.  12,  got  five 
peal,  the  two  heaviest  weighing  about  3 Jib.  each. 
Dr.  H.  S.  Denis  has  been  getting  two  or  three  peal  of 
an  afternoon,  and  other  rods  fairly  proportiona*:e 
pport.  Salmon  do  not  show  themselves  mujh  yet, 
the  Cornish  rivers  being  unusually  late ;  but  if  the 
water  keeps  at  its  present  size  a  good  number  will  run 
up  by  the  middle  of  October.  The  Tamar  is  fishing 
well,  and  the  Tavy,  across  the  border,  is  furnishing  a 
few  heavy  baskets  of  peal  after  sundown  and  before 
ten  o'clock,  when  all  fishing  ceases. — Bodmin. 

Bart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  water  is  in 
fair  condition,  but  is  going  back.  On  Monday  evening 
(Sept.  8),  at  the  Weir,  Mr.  E.  Distin  creeled  a  fine 
truff,  scaling  31b.  2oz.,  in  fine  condition.  On  Friday 
(Sept.  12)  the  same  gentleman  landed  two  mora 
beautiful  peal.  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  secured  a  couple  of 
trout,  and  a  brace  was  also  captured  by  Mr.  Townsend. 
On  Tuesday  evening  Mr.  Ackrell  had  a  basket  of  half- 
a-dozen  trout,  and  Mr.  E.  Distin  five  ;  the  latter  also 
hooked  a  fine  peal  but  lost  it.  The  season  now  being 
near  the  end  very  few  anglers  have  been  on  the 
water.  A  big  catch  of  salmon  is  reported  at  Dartmeet 
early  this  week,  when  a  gentleman,  it  is  stated,  landed 
no  less  than  five  salmon.— Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks). — The  river,  at  time 
of  writing  (Sept.  1.5),  is  very  low,  but  in  good  clour 
and  condition  for  pike  and  bottom  fishing.  Good 
sport  has  been  had  recently  with  jack  down  by 
Kirkham  Abbey.  The  largest  taken  weighed  about 
91b.— H. 

Esk  CWMtby).— During  the  past  week  only  mode- 
rate sport  has  been  secured  on  this  river,  the  water 
having  been  too  low  and  clear  for  successful  angling. 
Several  takes  have,  however,  been  effected  in  the 
lower  reaches.  A  good  fall  of  rain  is  much  needed 
to  improve  matters.  The  prospects,  in  the  absence  of 
rain,  for  the  coming  week  are  poor.  The  catches  to 
h^nd  are  : — Canon  Ceifferata,  one  salmon  of  61b. ; 
Mr.  Kirk,  three  of  41b.  each ;  Mr.  A.  Duck,  one  of  61b. ; 
and  Mr.  Oldham,  one  of  9lb.  Sea  angling  has  had 
numerous  votaries,  the  quays  being  the  principal 
rendezA'ous.  The  takes  are  numerous,  and  range 
small  in  size  generally.  In  the  offing  enthusiasts 
have  had  good  sport,  gurnet,  whiting,  haddock,  and 
mackerel  being  plentiful. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Last  Saturday  the 
trout  anglers'  tickets  expired,  and  the  season  will  not 
be  forgotten,  and  a  better  one  must  be  anticipated 
next  jear.  Some  perch,  eels,  and  roach  have  been 
taken  in  the  canal,  and  I  can  withdraw  my  state- 
ment of  last  week  that  Mr.  Foxy  Carp  had  refused 
lines  of  invitation,  as  at  the  Black  House,  near 
Topsham  Locks,  a  Mr.  Savage,  of  London,  has 
caught  a  fine  carp,  lljlb.,  with  paste,  and  it  has  gone 
to  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons  to  receive  their  able 
treatment.  It  is  the  champion  carp  taken  from  the 
canal  for  years,  and  all  anglers  will  be  only  too 
leady  to  congratulate  the  captor.  It  has  put  fresh 
hope  in  the  many  disappointed  ones,  and  the  carpists 
are  now  on  the  warpath  hoping  to  equal  if  not  eclipse 
this  grand  catch. — Rkd  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (Soatli  Iiinca  and  Cambs).— 
1  be  stormy  weather  of  last  week-end  appears  to  have 
had  its  effect  on  angling.  Baskets  are  not  reported  to 
be  very  good  in  any  district.  The  drains  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Spalding  have  had  a  good  many 
visitors  from  Yorkshire  and  Nottinghamshire,  and 
they  have  met  with  very  moderate  sport  on 
the  middle  and  lower  level  drains  among  roach. 
A  few  rudd  have  also  come  to  hand.  At 
Stonea  on  Monday,  Sept.  15,  a  number  of 
members  of  one  of  the  Sheffield  angling  associa- 
tions fished  itheir  match  for  i;l50  and  other  prizes. 
Sport  was  not  of  the  best.  Welland  anglers  have 
been  doing  very  well  among  the  pike,  and  fish  up  to 
101b.  have  been  among  the  captures.  Angling  on  the 
Forty-foot  has  been  rather  quiet,  but  the  best  report  < 
have  come  from  the  South  Forty-foot,  chiefly  among 
roach  taken  with  creed  red  wheat. — Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  river  in  the  upper 
reaches,  in  spite  of  all  the  rain,  is  bright,  and  sport 
among  the  roach  has  not  improved  much.  Nice 
catches  have,  however,  been  made  at  several  stations, 
notably  at  Ware,  where  Mr.  Silverton  has  caught 
about  'Jib.  of  roach.  Messrs.  Hall  and  Baldock  have 
also  taken  good  class  roach  there.  Rye  House  and 
Hoddesdon  have  furni.shed  roach  up  to  lib.,  and  one 
angler  has  been  broken  up  twice  by  large  roach  near 
Carthagena  Lock,  Broxbourne.  In  the  mill  stream 
here  there  are  many  fine  roach,  but  they  are  very  wary 
in  the  clear  water.  On  Saturday  I  saw  SMne  Fcaling 
quite  l^lb.  each.  A  big  pike  has  been  found  dead  in 
the  river  here.  Some  perch  have  been  caught  at 
Pondera  P^nd.  Some  roach  have  been  taken  in  the 
Stort,  but  I  can  hear  of  no  baskets  worthy  of  special 
mention.  The  weather  has  been  bad  for  fly  fishermen 
out  on  the  Beane.    I zaak  Walton. 


Iiittleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters).— Very  fow  anglers  out  during 
past  week.  Those  that  have  turned  out  have  had  fair 
bags  of  mixed  fish,  bream  and  roach.  The  water  is  in 
good  trim  now,  no  floating  weeds.  Good  prospects  for 
the  week-end. — P.  W.  G. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leaminster). — Both  these 
noted  grayling  streams  are  continuing  to  run  clear 
and  a  nice  height,  notwithstanding  the^heavy  falls  of 
rain  which  have  been  had  since  Friday."  The  rain  has 
not  affected  the  water,  and  the  fish  are  moving  freely 
and  rising  at  the  fly.  There  has  been  a  good  few 
anglers  out  on  the  rivers,  and  have  used  Hare's  Ear, 
Green  Insect,  Whirling  Blue,  Willow  and  Red  Tag 
and  August  Dun,  and  some  very  nice-sized  grayling 
have  been  landed.  The  trout  are  now  gone  quite  off, 
and  scarcely  one  taken  of  late.  With  fine  weather 
there  should  be  good  sport  had  in  both  streams.  The 
Pinsley  is  clear  and  in  order. — Gwynne. 

IiTigg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  in  first-class  condition  and  grayling  are 
rising  rather  freely.  The  weather  has  been  variable, 
but  to-day  (Wednesday)  appearances  would  indicate 
more  settled  weather  in  the  near  future.  Flies  as 
stated  in  last  week's  report.  Sink  and  draw  fishing 
now  good.  Prospects  for  sport  in  the  coming  week 
are  very  promising. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Badlei^h  Salterton). — The  river  keeps  a 
nice,  level  and  is  in  excellent  condition  for  fishing. 
The  water  available  for  sport  is  of  course  very  limited, 
as  the  most  important  parts  of  the  stream  were  closed 
at  the  end  of  last  month,  but  where  fishing  is  per- 
mitted a  visit  to  the  water  is  well  worth  while.  The 
rise  is  chiefly  in  the  forenoon  and  again  in  the  after- 
noon about  four  o'clock.  A  brace  of  good  fish  in 
perfect  condition  was  killed  on  the  Red  Quill  last 
Monday.  Sea-trout  are  conspicuous  by  their  absence. 
It  is  to  b3  feared  that  the  incessant  and  indiscriminate 
netting  is  now  proving  its  fatal  effects.  This  at  one 
time  good  sea-trout  river  has  now  no  pretensions  to 
such  a  title. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  in  very  fair  condition, 
and  a  lot  of  peal  have  been  taken  by  gentlemen  from 
up  the  country.  Trout  have  also  been  fairly  plentiful 
and  a  good  size.  A  nice  basket  was  taken  out  of  the 
Devonport  Leat  one  day  last  week.  The  well-known 
cottage  at  Virtuous  Lady  is  closed,  as  the  keeper,  Mr. 
Loveridge,  was  obliged  to  resign  on  account  of  ill 
health.  Mr.  Horrell,  at  Buck  Tor,  has  been  appointed 
in  his  place,  and  parties  can  get  accommodation  for 
tea,  etc.,  at  his  house,  which  is  not  very  far  from  the 
old  "  shop."  Mr.  Hartley  had  five  nice  peal  in  one 
day  and  two  the  day  following,  also  some  fine  trout, 
from  Double  waters  up,  taken  on  the  fly. — William 
Heardeb. 

Severn  (Shropshire). — Although  at  times  cold, 
disagreeable,  and  uncertain,  the  weather  has  been 
fairly  good  for  coarse  fish  angling,  and  captures  of  pike, 
chub,  and  roach  have  been  numerous.  Pike  have 
afforded  abundant  sport  at  Shrewsbury,  but  no  fish 
larger  than  Sib.  or  101b.  appear  to  have  been  taken 
within  the  limits  of  the  borough.  At  Atcham, 
however,  several  excellent  specimens  have  been  taken 
by  Mr.  Shaw,  the  best  weighing  181b.  and  231b. 
respectively.  Mr.  Creegan,  a  Shrewsbury  angler,  has 
landed  some  big  chub  at  Preston  Boats,  a  pleasant 
resort  three  miles  from  Shrewsbury.  One  fish  caught 
by  him  on  single  horsehair  weighed  over  31b.  Roach 
fishing  in  the  Severn  does  not  appear  to  have  been  so 
good  this  year  as  last,  but  not  from  any  lack  of  fish. 
A  few  big  perch  have  been  caught  on  live  gudgeon. — 
Hapren. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tauat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been 
most  unsettled,  and  the  frequency  of  showers  of  rain 
is  reminiscent  of  April.  The  weight  of  rain  has, 
however,  had  but  little  effect  in  altering  the  condition 
of  the  rivers  in  this  neighbourhood,  which  still 
continue  in  good  condition  for  angling,  and  sport 
altogether  has  been  above  the  average ;  in  the 
Severn  pike,  chub,  and  other  coarse  fish  afford  good 
sport,  whilst  in  the  Vyrnwy  and  Tanat  some  nice 
trout  and  grayling  are  being  taken,  as  well  as  a  few 
chub,  and  the  trout  in  the  Cain  are  as  numerous  as 
ever. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — We  have  had  a  cold  snap  in  the  early 
mornings,  and  the  weather  generally  has  been 
tempestuous.  Angling  has  been  very  quiet,  fish  appear 
off  feed,  and  but  poor  sport  can  be  chronicled.  A  few 
dace  were  taken  at  Lewes  recently,  and  from  the 
Adur  bags  of  fllb.  of  roach  and  dace.  The  canal  at 
Chichester  has  not  yielded  much  sport  except  among 
the  small  fry — a  pike  of  3^1b.,  bream  up  to  21b.,  and  a 
few  perch  is  the  record.  While  weed  cutting  recently 
a  fine  perch  of  41b.  was  killed  in  the  lower  reaches. — 
G.  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigan). — Water  in  very  good 
order  at  time  of  writing  (Sept.  15).  Splendid  sport 
during  the  past  few  days,  and  good  baskets  of  trout 
taken.  A  trout  weighing  3Jlb.  was  caught  a  few  days 
ago.    There  are  plenty  of  salmon  showing  up. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
s<  ill  running  clear,  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order 


for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  unsettled 
with  heavy'rain  followed  by  strong  winds,  and  then 
bright  sunshine  and  cold  nights.  It  has  not  been  bad 
for  grayling  fishing,  and  the  grayling  have  been 
moving  well  of  late.  Trout  have  been  inclined  to 
feed  better,  and  several  fisli  have  been  taken  this  week  ; 
they  show  signs  of  going  out  of  season.  There  has 
been  a  good  few  anf,'lers  out  of  late,  and  have  used 
lied  Tag,  (ireen  Insect,  August  Dun,  Wickham, 
Whirling  Blue,  Hare's  Ear,  Willow  and  Silver  Twisted 
Blue,  and  some  very  fair  sport  has  been  had.  Bottom 
fishing  has  been  tried  with  worm,  maggot,  and  wasp 
grub,  and  some  nice  trout,  dace,  eels,  and  perch 
landed.  Pike  fishing  has  been  fairly  good.  On  Monday 
(Sept.  15)  an  angler,  with  the  fly,  landed  a  good  basket 
of  grayling  in  the  water  below  the  town.  On  Tuesday 
some  nice  trout  were  taken  with  worm.  On  Wednes- 
day fine  grayling  were  landed  with  the  fly.  The 
prospects  for  next  week  are  good.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  order,  and  sport  had  in 
them. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Teubury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  ■  has 
been  visited  with  some  heavy  rain,  followed  by  strong 
winds  and  cold  nights,  but  it  has  not  altered  the  state 
of  the  water,  which  keeps  clear  and  a  nice  level  and 
in  good  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  The 
weather  has  been  suitable  for  grayling,  and  the  fiah  in 
this  part  are  rising  well.  A  few  anglers  have  been 
out  and  have  used  Red  Tag,  Willow,  Whirling  Blue, 
Green  Insect,  Silver  Dun,  Wickham  and  Hare's  Ear, 
and  some  very  nice  fish  ;have  been  landed.  With  a 
few  fine  days  good  sport  would  be  had  in  this  part  as 
there  are  plenty  of  fine  fish  here. — Worcester. 

Welland  (Market  Deeping).  —  Pike  and  roach 
fishing  have  provided  capital  sport,  and  some  good 
catches  have  been  made.  Mr.  Sharpe  captured  two 
pike  of  51b.  each,  and  Mr.  Fisher  landed  three  good 
sized  ones.  Mr.  Hildyard  secured  a  nice  basket  of 
roach  and  dace  about  121b.,  and  Mr.  Norman  about 
71b.— E.  A.  S. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 
Pishing  on  the  Witham  has  been  very  quiet  as  a 
whole,  but  from  the  lower  waters  below  Langrick 
there  are  reports  of  big  bream  being  again  on  the 
feed.  Fish  from  31b.  up  to  4flb.  have  been  landed 
from  the  deep  waters  about  the  Sluice.  At  Mile 
House,  midway  between  Boston  and  Anton  Gowts,  in 
the  deep  turn,  there  have  also  been  some  good 
captures.  Roach  anglers  have  only  been  partially 
rewarded,  and  those  chiefly  who  have  used  potato  and 
creed  wheat  for  bait.  The  best  bags  have  been  made 
about  Dogdyke.  At  Langrick  anglers  have  got  among 
good  sized  roach,  many  running  between  lib.  and  IJlb. 
each.  Odd  good  tench  have  enlivened  some  baskets. 
Pike  fishing  with  live  bait  has  been  attended  with 
some  success,  but  only  small  fish  are  reported.  Very 
little  has  been  done  on  the  drains  about  Boston, 
except  so  far  as  bream  are  concerned.  Roach  fishing 
has  been  a  comparative  failure,  yet  some  have  been 
caught  at  the  meeting  of  the  waters  at  Cowbridge. 
Plenty  of  fish  are  reported  from  about  the  Iron 
Bridge,  but  they  are  very  diflicult  to  take. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  have  been  in  capital  order  for  fishing,  and  some 
of  the  best  baskets  of  trout  and  grayling  have  been 
obtained  during  the  past  week  that  have  been  taken 
this  season.  The  Wye  has  afforded  some  very  nice 
creels,  ranging  from  three  to  five  and  six  brace.  But 
the  Derwent  has  yielded  much  better  sport.  F.  Dare 
Mordle,  Esq.,  fishing  the  Darley  Dale  Club's  water, 
took  ten  and  a  half  brace,  also  J.  Dawson,  Esq.,  eleven 
brace,  and  another  gentleman  ten  brace.  These 
were  caught  late  on  in  the  afternoon  with  a  fancy 
fly  similar  to  the  Red  Tag.  Mr.  C.  A.  Hassam,  too, 
fishing  this  water  on  Sept.  16,  took  three  and  a  half 
brace.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Associa- 
tion's water  has  also  been  fished  with  fair  success, 
Mr.  Hassam,  on  Sept.  15,  obtaining  five  brace. 
Several  others  have  also  taken  three  to  five  and  six 
brace  per  rod.  The  prospect  is  very  good  now  and  the 
fish  are  rising  well.  Useful  flies  are  Whirling  Dun, 
Apple  Green,  Grey  Palmer,  Red  Ant,  Red  and  Grey 
Quill,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Claret  Bumble,  and  Black 
Gnat. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorks). — The  wild,  rough  showery  weather  of  the 
commencement  of  the  week  has  freshened  our  rivers, 
and  with  colder  days  and  slight  frosts  at  night 
prospects  for  grayling,  roach,  perch,  and  pike  fishing 
have  improved  considerably.  Prior  to  the  freshets 
grayling  rose  more  freely,  and  as  soon  as  the  Yore 
clears  and  with  fine  weather— it  will  do  that  by  the 
week  end— we  may  expect  good  sport.  I  got  twelve 
fine  grayling  in  the  Cover  on  Wednesday.  I  rose  at 
least  fifty,  but  they  came  short.  Nearly  every  fish 
took  the  Dark  Needle.  The  Swale  has  not  fished 
over  well,  but  some  I'ork  anglers  have  had  fairly  good 
sport  in  Bedale  Beck,  and  exhibited  some  nice  samples 
of  trout,  roach,  and  dace  caught  with  the  gentle. 
Sergeant  Robson,  of  Pickering,  and  othei  b  have  also  done 
well  at  Leeming.  Pike  have  baen  on  the  move  in  the 
Wiske;  the  veteran  angler,  Mr.  W.  R.  Smithson, 
spinning  our  preserved  gudgeon,  had  fine  sport  at 
Danby  Wiske,  getting  four  fish  one  afternoon.  His 
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SOD,  Mr.  N.  Smithson,  had  a  good  day's  sport  in  the 
Codbeck,  his  pannier  containing  ten  brace  of  trout, 
two  of  them  weighing  close  on  lib.  each,  all  the  others, 
of  course,  being  above  the  regulation  length  of  eight 
inches.  The  grayling  in  the  Wharfe  are  showing 
better  sport,  and  some  nice  baskets  have  been  made 
at  Grassington,  Burnsall,  and  Appletreewiok  with  both 
worm,  maggot,  and  fly ;  but  very  little  is  reported 
from  Ilkley,  Otley,  or  Pool,  the  best  flies  being  Miller's 
Dark  Needle,  Red  Tag,  Carter  Piatt's  Copper,  Brad- 
shaw's  Fancy,  Snipe  Bloa,  Blue  Hawk.  Some  fine 
baskets  of  mixed  fish  have  been  got  between  Harewood 
and  Collingham  by  swimming  the  worm  and  maggot. 
Grayling,  roach,  dace,  etc.,  have  been  captured  in  fair 
quantity  at  Wetherby  and  Boston  Spa,  the  most 
successful  rodsters  being  Messrs.  Grimahaw,  Sykes, 
Forth,  and  Thompson.  On  Monday  Mr.  Moxton 
called  in  at  the  depot  with  a  basket  of  seventeen 
grayling,  the  heaviest  weighing  lib.  4oz. ;  several 
others  weighed  close  on  lib.  each.  Mr.  Grimshaw, 
who  has  been  fishing  on  the  borders  of  Cumberland, 
showed  me  a  fine  basket  of  trout  and  grayling  on 
Tuesday,  the  lot  scaling  121b.,  several  of  the  fish 
weighing  about  lib.  each.  At  the  Leeds  Cycling  Club 
match,  at  Low  Dunsforth,  the  first  prize  fell  to 
Mr.  J.  P.  Pickersgill,  whose  catch  included  a  perch 
of  lib.  4oz. ;  Mr.  C.  Skelton  was  second,  and 
Mr.  A.  Colley,  third.  The  York  Amalgamation  of 
Anglers  fished  for  the  "Paber"  Cup,  presented 
by  Mr.  G.  D.  Faber,  M.P.,  one  of  the  p  pular 
members  for  the  city.  Seventeen  clubs  competed  in 
the  match  which  took  place  between  Fulford  and 
Naburn.  Catches  were  moderate,  George  the  Fourth 
club  were  the  winners  ;  Clifton,  second  ;  and  the 
Yorkshire  Herald,  third.  The  gold  medal  for  the  best 
individual  catch  fell  to  Mr.  G.  Blanchard,  of  the 
York  Melbourne  Club.  Mr.  Gouldie's  annual  com- 
petition toofi:  place  at  Yarm-on-Tees  on  Saturday, 
Sept.  13,  only  small  catches  being  made.  W.  Afteck,  of 
Thornaby,  was  first;  F.  Wilson,  Yarm,  second;  and 
Mr.  Agua,  third.  On  the  same  afternoon,  the 
Fitzwilliam  Angling  Club  fished  a  match  in  the 
Derwent  at  Malton,  J.  Wray,  first ;  D.  Jackson,  second ; 
J.  Wilson,  third.  On  Monday,  an  enormous  trout  for 
Yorkshire  was  caught  in  the  river  Hull  at  Arram,  near 
Beverley,  by  Mr.  Witty;  it  weighed  51b.  Soz.,  was 
22  inches  in  length  and  14  inches  in  girth.  The  best 
flies  for  next  week  are  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Red  Tag, 
Waterhen  Bloa,  Fog  Black,  Carter  Piatt's  Copper,  and 
Red  Palmer. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealg'ach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg',  N.B.) 

On  Sept.  8,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch 
IJrigill,  fifty  trout,  ISJlb.  ;  Messrs.  Sidgwick,  on  same 
loch,  thirty,  121b;  Mr.  Morrish  and  Mr.  Drury,  on 
Loch  Cama,  thirty-three,  lOIb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sand- 
ford,  twenty-two,  81b. ;  Mr.  Bubb  and  Miss  Sidgwick, 
on  Loch  Boarlan,  twenty-four,  101b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kirke,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  twenty,  8Jlb.  ;  and  Colonel 
Sandford,  on  Loch  Cama,  sixteen,  81b.  On  Sept.  9 
the  basket  ranged  from  one  dozen  upwards,  the 
heaviest  being  fifty  trout,  151b.,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kirke,  on  Urigill.  On  Sept.  10,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirke, 
on  Boarlan,  thirty-eight,  111b.  ;  Mr.  Bubb,  on  Urigill, 
81b.  of  trout,  and  Mr.  Sandford  71b.  On  Veyatie,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harry  Anderson,  twenty-five  trout,  13^1b., 
heaviest  SJlb.,  taken  with  fly.  On  Cama,  Messrs. 
Sidgwick,  thirty-seven,  13Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Drury  and 
Morrish,  thirty-three,  141b.  ;  and  Colonel  Sandford, 
fourteen,  71b.  On  Sept.  12,  Messrs.  Sidgwick,  on 
Boarlan,  fourteen,  61b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Ander- 
son, on  Urigill,  fifty,  15 jib. ;  Mr.  Eve,  a  basket  of  71b.  ; 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirke,  on  Veyatie,  two  and  a  half 
dozen,  12ilb.  On  Sept.  13,  Mr.  and  Mrs  Kirke,  on 
Urigill,  forty,  13Jlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Anderson, 
eighteen,  6Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Sidgwick,  sixteen,  91b. ;  and 
Messrs.  Drury  and  Morrish,  eighteen,  lljlb.,  heaviest 
2 Jib.,  taken  with  fly.  Mr.  Eve,  on  Veyatie,  one  dozen, 
b^Vo.  On  Sept.  15,  best  baskets  were :  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kirke,  on  Boarlan,  thirty-six,  12^1b. ;  and  Messrs. 
Drury  and  Eve,  on  Cama,  thirty-five,  141b.  Weather 
still  cold,  wet  and  stormy. — B. 

Bettyhill  Hotel  Waters  (via  Thurso,  N.B.)— 
Since  last  reported  a  number  of  good  baskets  of  sea- 
trout  were  made  on  tidal  waters,  and  of  brown  trout 
on  Lochs  Rhifail,  Arie-na-Craig,  and  others.  In  some 
cases  sea-trout  averaged  from  21b.  to  2Jlb.,  while 
brown  trout  made  a  general  average  of  over  Jib 
Amongst  the  most  successful  anglers  were  Messrs. 
MacKay  (three,  York),  Messrs.  EUinhurat  (Barnsloy), 
and  Mr.  Dixon  (Kent).  Weather  of  late  very  unfivour- 
able. — B. 

Border  Eak  and  Liddle.— Mr.  H.  Wilkes,  Been- 
leigh,  had  a  beautiful  salmon  of  18Jlb.  on  Monday 
(Sept.  8),  also  a  nice  grilse;  Mr.  Stephenson,  Grind- 
stonehead,  had  one  salmon  of  151b.  on  Tuesday  (Sept.  9) 
and  one  of  8.Jlb.  on  Wednesday  (Sept.  10).  Both 
gentlemen  have  had  some  splendid  baskets  of  sea- 
trout  and  herling  during  their  visit.  Mr.  Stephensoa 
had  a  salmon  of  151b.  on  Monday  (Sept.  15)  in  the 
Double  water. — A.  W, 


Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  river  during  the  past 
week  was  somewhat  low,  and  the  weather  changeable. 
Notwithstanding,  fair  sport  is  being  obtained.  On 
the  Huntly  water,  on  Sept.  13,  Mr.  Galloway,  Gordon 
Arms  Hotel,  Huntly,  had  a  fine  salmon  of  111b.  ;  Mr. 
Wilson,  Huntly,  had  one  of  7Jlb. ;  Mr.  Wilson,  Bag- 
haugh,  a  beauty  of  14Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Davidson,  Huntly, 
another  of  6Jlb.  On  the  Netherdale  section  of  the 
river,  on  the  12th  inst.,  there  were  landed  a  salmon  of 
111b.  and  a  grilse  of  41b.  Some  good  trout  were  also 
grassed.  There  is  an  abundance  of  fish  in  the  pools, 
and  with  more  genial  weather  sport  should  improve. 
— H.  W. 

  Excellent  sport   is  being    had    on  Mr. 

Porter's  fishing  at  Corniehaugh.  Lady  Bridge  killed 
on  Sept.  10  one  salmon  of  8Jlb.  and  a  grilse  of  5Jlb. ; 
on  Sept.  12,  two  salmon  scaling  81b.  each ;  and  on 
Sept.  13,  two  salmon,  131b.  and  71b.  respectively.  On 
the  same  date  Sir  Frederick  Bridge  grassed  a  salmon 
of  9Jlb. — Retbop. 

Lochinver  (Culag  Hotel).— Between  Sept.  5  and  13 
fourteen  salmon  and  grilse  were  caught — total  weight, 
851b.  During  the  same  time  twenty-five  sea-trout 
were  caught — total  weight,  201b.  Brown  trout  and 
sea  fishing  doing  well. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Sconrie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 
The  weather  has  been  exceptionally  stormy  since  last 
report,  and  consequently  sport  has  fallen  off ;  still  a 
few  nice  baskets  were  secured  on  neighbouring  locks. 
— B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Unsettled  weather  has  pre- 
vailed over  this  district  during  the  week,  and  angling 
has  been  of  a  disappointing  nature  on  most  of  the 
rivers.  Since  Monday  the  temperature  has  fallen 
very  considerably,  and  trout  have  not  been  rising  to 
the  fly.  The  herling,  which  have  afforded  fairly  good 
sport,  are  not  taking  freely  now,  and  they  are  showing 
signs  of  falling  off  in  condition.  There  is  still  a  run 
of  these  trout,  and  it  is  probable  that  they  will 
continue  to  keep  running  on  for  some  time  to 
come.  Anglers,  however,  are  looking  over  their 
salmon  flies  and  tackle,  and  with  the  first  suitable 
water  a  beginning  will  be  made  with  the  big  fly. 
Probably  there  will  be  no  decided  show  of  backenders 
until  after  the  next  flood,  which  will  induce  them  to 
push  inland.  I  always  notice  that  once  a  few  fish  get 
into  the  rivers  the  others  follow  rapidly.  Salmon 
poaching  in  the  Firth  is  not  in  evidence  yet.  The 
strict  watch  kept  by  the  offioers  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  for  any  falmon  despatched  into  England, 
and  the  exemplary  fines  inflicted  in  past  years  to  the 
law-breakers,  have  had  a  deterrent  effect  in  putting 
an  end  to  the  traffic  in  poached  salmon  from 
the  Solway  to  England.  The  principal  difficulty 
the  bailiff's  have  to  deal  with  is  the  local  poaching, 
and  the  sale  of  the  salmon  in  the  locality  in 
which  the  fish  have  been  poached.  Most  ingenious 
devices  are  resorted  to  by  the  poachers  to  smuggle  the 
salmon  to  their  "  clients,"  and  not  a  few  of  the  tricks 
quite  outrival  the  exploits  of  a  Paul  Jones.  LTn- 
doubtedly  the  Imyers  of  these  poached  salmon  are  as 
bad,  if  not  worse,  than  the  poachers  themselves,  and 
no  penalty  is  too  severe  when  inflicted  on  the 
purchaser,  who  knows  perfectly  well  how  and  where 
the  fish  have  been  caught.  A  few  nights  before  the 
close  of  the  salmon  fishing  the  bailiffs  smartly 
caught  two  alleged  poachers  robbing  the  Seafield 
stake  nets,  and  a  summons  is  to  be  served  on  the  two 
men.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  rivers  are  running 
low  and  far  too  clear  for  the  salmon  fly.  The  follow- 
ing reports  reach  me.  The  Annan. — Cold  north  winds 
have  been  blowing  this  week,  and  the  herling  fishing 
has  been  poor  during  the  daytime.  Fishing  with  the 
night  fly  in  Galabank  pool,  on  Sept.  13,  Mr.  Wm. 
Thomson,  Park  Terrace,  caught  two  sea-treat  of  2Jlb. 
and  IJlb.,  and  three  herling,  and  on  the  previous  night 
he  had  six  herling  in  the  same  pool  with  brown 
Turkey  Fly.  Mr.  Frank  Anderson  took  one  sea-trout  in 
the  Fishhouse  water,  and  a  brace  of  herling  with  fly. 
Mr.  Eric  Nicholson  took  eight  on  Thursday  night 
(Sept.  11)  above  Violetbank  stream,  and  Mr.  W. 
Wright  had  a  brace  of  large  herling,  and  lost  a  sea- 
trout  in  the  landing.  Mr.  P.  McGiverin  had  some 
nice  catches  in  the  Northfield  water.  He  had  nine  on 
Friday  night  (Sept.  12),  and  a  similar  catch  on  the 
previous  evening  with  fly.  Mr.  Wm.  Millar,  Glasgow, 
took  four  herling  with  the  worm  bait  on  Friday 
(Sept.  12).  Other  rods,  from  two  to  four  and  five 
each.  In  the  Mount  Annan  water,  Mr.  W.  Thorburn 
had  several  nice  lots  of  herling  and  yellow  trout. 
In  the  Spittal  Pool,  above  Annan  Bridge,  Mr.  J.  Laurie 
hooked  a  salmon  on  a  small  herling  fly  on  Monday 
morning,  and  after  playing  it  for  some  time  the  line 
fouled  round  a  rock,  and  the  fish  was  lost.  In  Castle- 
milk  water  on  Monday  Mr.  P.  Loudon  (Messrs. 


Ohaylino  Fisiiino. — Anglers  requiring  reliable  tackle  should 
apply  to  J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  Leeds.  He  has 
liiid  more  experience  of  grayling  flshinj,'  th«n  anyone  in  the 
trade.  Send  1h.  (id.  forcastof  Hies  guaranteed  to  catch  grayl'ng. 
.Sample  dozen  beat  Hie",  28.  Miller's  crank  shanked  hooks  keep 
the  worm  in  iiosition— Is.  per  dozen  on  18in.  of  best  drawn 
gnt.  Spe<'ial  value.  I'ike  and  roach  tackle  of  the  best  quality 
at  lowest  prices.  All  goods  of  reliable  (juality  only.  See  price 
lislH,  post  free,  before  buying. 


Hardy  Brothers,  Edinburgh)  had  a  nice  lot  of  herling, 
and  several  other  rods  have  had  fair  sport  on  the 
same  stretch.  In  Mr.  Brook's  portion  of  the  Annan 
at  Hoddom  local  rods  have  had  from  two  to  half  a 
dozen  herling  per  night,  and  several  sea-trout  have 
also  been  caught  in  this  water.  In  the  Murraythwaite 
section  one  rod  took  seven  herling  and  a  number 
of  yellow  trout  vrith  the  fly  the  other  day.  In 
the  higher  waters  above  Shillahill  a  Lockerbie 
angler  killed  a  salmon  with  the  fly  last  week, 
of  81b.  or  91b.,  and  a  number  of  herling  and 
sea-trout  were  also  landed.  Moderate  sport  has 
been  obtained  on  other  beats  of  the  river.  The  Nith. 
— The  sport  has  declined  considerably  since  last 
report  on  the  different  stretches  of  this  river.  In  the 
Mid-Nithsdale  waters,  near  Thornhill,  little  or 
nothing  has  been  done  this  week.  An  odd  herling  or 
two  have  been  taken  with  the  evening  fly.  Yellow 
trout  fishing  on  this  part  of  the  Nith  closed  last  week, 
In  the  Closeburn  and  Auldgirth  part  of  the  river 
angling  is  very  quiet  at  present  and  there  is  no  sport 
to  be  had  in  the  town  waters  at  Dumfries.  A  few 
salmon  have  ascended,  but  nothing  has  been  done 
with  the  salmon  rods.  The  tributaries  are  running 
low  and  sport  is  poor.  The  Galloway  Rivebs. — 
There  is  a  fine  show  of  salmon  in  the  Cree  of 
Newton  Stewart,  and  with  the  first  rise  of  water 
good  sport  is  anticipated.  The  Kirkcudbrightshire 
Dee  and  the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse  of  the  Stewartry 
are  in  moderate  order  for  trout  fly.  Little  has  been 
done  in  the  way  of  salmon  fishing  up  to  this  date. 
Anglers  anticipate  a  good  back-end,  as  plenty  of 
salmon  are  showing  about  the  mouths  of  the  rivers. 
The  Ayrshibk  Rivers  and  Lochs — Sport  is  rather 
poor  this  week  on  both  the  rivers  and  lochs.  At  the 
end  of  the  present  month  the  yellow  trout  fishing  will 
expire  on  the  lochs  for  the  season.  On  Loch  Djon 
some  small  takes  have  been  made  among  yellow  trout. 
The  weather  is  unsuitable  for  loch  fishing  this  week, 
— Heathehbell. 

Tay. — During  the  past  week  the  river  Tay  has  gone 
down  rather  low  for  successful  fishing.  On  Tuesday  it 
rose  a  foot,  causing  the  fish  to  shift  a  little  and  giving 
slightly  better  sport.  There  is  a  large  number  of  fish 
in  the  river,  and  a  flood  would  greatly  improve  sport. 
The  following  are  notes  of  the  fish  got  on  the  principal 
beats  :  Islamouth  Beat. — Lord  Blythswood  fishing 
this  water  on  Sept.  12  landed  one  grilse  of  71b.,  and  on 
Sept.  15  a  salmon  of  171b.  Upper  Cargill  and 
Ballathie. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  10  Sir  John 
Wolfe  Barry  caught  one  grilse  of  61b. ;  on  Sept.  11  Mr. 
J.  B.  Clarke  one  salmon  of  161b.  and  one  grilse  of  71b. ; 
on  Sept.  13  Mr.  Moon  and  Mr.  Russell  one  grilse  of 
121b. ;  and  .  on  Sept.  15  Sir  John  Wolfe  Barry  a 
salmon  of  181b.  Lower  Cabgill  and  Ballathie. — 
Lord  Blythswood  fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  11 
landed  one  salmon  of  201b ,  and  on  Sept.  16  Sir 
John  Wolfe  Barry  had  two  grilse  of  8Jlb.  and  9ib. 
Uppeb  Stobhall. — Fishing  this  stretch  on  the  10th 
inst.,  Mr.  P.  Hlingworth  killed  two  salmon  of  241b.  and 
181b.,  and  three  grilse  of  101b.,  9Jlb.,  and  8Jlb.,  and 
from  the  second  boat  Mr.  Carrick  had  one  salmon  of 
211b.  on  Sept.  12  Mr.  Archd.  Coats  and  Mr.  Carrick 
landed  two  grilse  of  111b.  each,  and  from  the  second 
boat  Mr.  W.  H.  Coats  and  Mr.  Wilson  had  two  grilse 
of  81b.  and  91b.  On  Sept.  15  Mr.  Archd.  Coats  and 
Dr.  Coats  had  one  salmon  of  22Jlb.,  and  from  the 
second  boat  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats  and  Mr.  Mitchell  had  one 
fish  of  161b.  Lower  Stobhall. — Mr.  P.  M.  Coats 
and  Mr.  Wilson,  fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  11,  landed 
three  salmon  of  201b.,  201b.,  and  181b.  On  Sept.  13, 
Mr.  Archd.  Coats  and  Mr.  Carrick  had  one  salmon  of 
161b.  and  one  grilse  of  81b.,  and  from  the  second  boat 
Mr.  W.  H.  Coats  and  Mr.  Wilson  had  one  salmon  of 
291b.  and  one  grilse  of  81b.  Upper  Taymount. — 
Fishing  this  water  on  Sept.  11,  Mr.  Clark  Jervoise 
landed  two  salmon  of  301b.  and  171b.,  and  two  grilse 
of  91b.  and  81b. ;  on  Sept.  13,  one  fish  of  221b.  and  a 
grilse  of  111b.,  and  on  Sept.  16,  one  grilse  of  81b. 
Lower  Taymount. — Mr.  A.  Murray  and  Mr.  Clark 
Jervoise,  fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  10,  landed  one  fish 
of  251b.  and  a  grilse  of  111b. ;  on  Sept.  J.2  Mr.  Jervoise 
had  one  grilse  of  61b.,  and  on  Sspt.  13  Mr.  A.  Murray 
landed  one  salmon  from  the  pool  at  Bellymore  Head, 
Burnmouth. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  13  Mr. 
J.  B.  Clark  had  one  salmon  of  151b.  and  two 
grilse  of  101b.  and  71b.  Burnmouth  Stobhall.— 
Mr.  A.  Moon  and  Mrs.  Moon  fishing  this  beat  on 
Sept.  10,  landed  one  grilse  of  71b.  Catholes.— Fish- 
ing this  beat  on  Sept.  10,  Mr.  H.  M.  Beddington 
landed  one  grilse  of  8Jlb. ;  on  Sept.  12  Admiral 
Montague  had  one  salmon  of  131b  ,  and  Mr.  Bed- 
dington one  grilse  of  5!b.  Upper  Stanley. — Mrs. 
M.  T.  Martin,  fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  11, 
landed  one  grilse  of  81b. ;  on  Sept.  13  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
M.  T.  Martin  had  one  fish  of  211b.  and  a  grilse 
of  81b. ;  and  on  Sept.  16  Mr.  Martin  landed  one 
grilse  of  9Jlb.  Lower  Stanley — Fishing  this 
water  on  Sept.  10,  Mr.  Martin  killed  one  grilte 
of  61b.,  and  on  Sept.  15  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  had  each 
a  grilse  of  91b.  Bbncuill. — Mr.  Cohen,  fishmg  this 
beat  on  Sept.  11,  landed  one  grilse  of  7lb. ;  on 
Sept.  13  Mr.  Neilson,  jun.,  one  salmon  of  181b.,  and  a 
grilse  of  71b. ;  and  on  Sept.  16  Mr.  Cohen  landed  a  fish 
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of  141b.  Redgorton. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  11, 
Mr.  Carr  kQled  one  grilse  of  71b.  Bertha. — Mr.  Wright, 
fishing  this  water  on  Sept.  11,  landed  three  grilse  of 
81b.,  81b.,  and  71b.— A.  A. 

(North  and  South)  and  Neighbouring 
Kivers. — Since  my  last  report  I  am  pleased  to  say  we 
have  had  a  splendid  freshet  down  both  rivers,  which 
will  be  a  boon  to  salmon,  and  especially  trout,  fishers, 
seeing  the  season  is  fast  drawing  to  a  close,  and  heavy 
creels  may  be  expected.  The  ponds  at  Whittle 
Dane  prodaced  some  good  fish  last  Saturday,  one 
basket  of  twenty-two  fine  trout,  and  another  of 
eight  good  fish.  A  Newcastle  gentleman  had  a 
rice  basket  of  mixed  fish— trout  and  dace— from  the 
Tyne  at  ChoUerford.  A  boatman,  crossing  between 
North  and  South  Shields  early  one  morning,  got  a 
surprise,  a  fine  salmon  jumping  into  his  boat.  When 
he  recovered  from  his  fright  he  soon  secured  the  fish, 
and  no  doubt  he  was  contented  with  his  early  morning's 
good  luck.— Hy.  a.  Mubton,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahiuch  Fishery  (co.  Galway).  —  Very 
unfavourable  weather  for  fishing.  Strong  gales  of 
wind  from  north  and  north-west,  accompanied  with 
heavy  showers,  were  experienced  during  the  week.  Sir 
Andrew  Porter  secured  fifty-three  sea-trout,  and  one 
peal,  GJlb. ;  Harding  Cox,  Esq.,  one  summer  fish 
S|lb.,  two  peal  51b.  each,  and  ten  sea-trout;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  T.  E.  Lloyd,  one  summer  fish,  81b.,  one  peal, 
61b.,  and  thirty  sea-trout ;  Dr.  Fenton,  thirty-five  sea- 
trout  ;  H.  A.  Ritchie,  twenty-seven  sea-trout ;  W.  W. 
Wickham,  twenty-five  sea-trout.  D.  E.  Part,  twenty- 
two  sea-trout.  Total  for  week,  two  hundred  and  two 
sea-trout  and  six  salmon  (-lOllb.).- Jim. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — For  the  past  week  cold 
winds  from  the  north  and  showers  prevailed  over 
Ulster,  but  there  was  not  enough  rain  to  keep  the 
Maine,  Blackwater,  Moyola,  and  Ballinderry  in  angling 
volume.  There  is  yet  some  flax  water  coming  into 
these  rivers,  but  it  i^  so  little  that  it  would  not  prevent 
fish  coming  to  the  fly  if  other  conditions  were  favour- 
able. The  main  stream  has  fallen  twelve  inches,  and 
all  the  casts  are  in  order,  and  fish  coming  well  to  a  new 
pattern  called  the  Coronation  Fly  that  has  been  med 
for  the  first  time  on  the  middle  and  upper  stretches. 
Mr.  F.  Dawson  caught  one  salmon,  101b.,  and  two 
grilse,  51b.  and  81b.,  on  the  Kilrea  reach  ;  and  Mr.  F. 
McErlain,  two  grilse,  GJlb.  and  8 Jib.,  on  the  Portgle- 
none  section.  On  the  Caronroe  stretch,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Wilson's  fisherman  took  two  grilse,  7Jlb.  and  8|lb.  ; 
and  Mr.  G.  Andrews,  two  salmon,  91b.  and  121b.  Some 
sport  is  expected  from  now  till  the  angling  season 
closes  on  Sept.  30. — Daniel  O'Pee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  of  the  past 
week  was  very  stormy,  alternating  with  rain.  The 


streams  are  in  fair  order ;  but  from  the  above  causes 
very  little  was  done  on  the  Clady,  Crumlen,  Lagan, 
Six-mile  Water,  etc.  The  Crossgar  is  very  trim. 
On  Sept.  13,  Messrs.  R.  A.  Niven,  George  Niven,  and 
Dr.  Grove  Taylor,  Kidderminster,  had  good  baskets  of 
brown  trout  from  Jib.  to  IJlb.  Several  anglers  were 
out  on  the  Woodbum  Dams  with  poor  results.  On 
this  day  week  the  Stoneyford  Dam  and  the  Clady, 
Crum'en,  Glenavy,  Six-mile,  etc.,  close  for  the  season. 
The  flxx  water  is  now  all  gone. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (Benburb,  co.  Tyrone). — The  Tyrone 
B'.aokwater  is  in  pretty  good  order,  the  flax  water 
having  been  driven  out  by  the  spate.  All  the  same 
salmon  and  trout  fishing  are  far  from  good,  but  an 
improvement  is  anticipated  when  the  weather 
moderates  a  bit.  This  stream  remains  open  till  the 
last  day  of  October. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — Sport  has  been  rather 
poor  for  past  week  ;  water  falling  very  low,  and  salmon 
not  inclined  to  move.  Some  rain  is  much  needed. — 
W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Erne  (Ballyshanuon  and  Belleek).  —  Stormy 
weather  and  heavy  rainfalls  continued  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  past  week.  Still  the  river  was 
fishable  for  most  of  the  time.  Mr.  D.  Glynn  landed 
three  salmon  of  141b.,  101b.,  and  71b. ;  Captain  Cliff 
landed  two  salmon  of  151b.  and  81b. ;  Mr.  Tom  Oakshott 
and  Captain  Oakshott  landed  three  salmon  of  171b., 
101b.,  and  81b.  on  16t,h  inst.  The  river  has  been  rising 
slightly  during  the  past  few  days,  and  some  good  sport 
is  certain  to  be  had  as  soon  as  the  water  clears.  Mr. 
Crocket  landed  one  salmon  of  71b.  on  12th  inst. — M. 
RoGAN  &  Sons. 

lien  River  (co.  Cork).— Salmon  and  sea-trout 
fishing  has  somewhat  fallen  off  for  past  week,  owing 
to  the  low  state  of  the  water  and  bright  weather.  Rain 
would  much  improve  matters. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Iiough.  Corrib. — Weather  still  unfavourable  for 
fifhing.  Several  heavy  trout  have,  however,  been 
taken  with  the  "  Dap."  The  average  take  per  boat 
is  from  four  to  six  trout ;  several  trout  of  61b.,  41b., 
and  31b.  have  been  caught,  and  the  fishing  from  this 
to  the  end  of  the  season  ought  to  be  good,  as  the  fish 
are  rising  better. — S.  B.  D. 

Lough  Currane,  etc,  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  on  the  whole  has  been  very  poor.  Colonel 
Carruthers  caught  two  salmon  of  71b.  and  81b.  on 
Sept.  12,  and  two  sea-trout.  The  best  basket  of  saa- 
trout  on  Lough  Currane  up  to  Tuesday  was  oue  of 
seven,  got  by  Mr.  Lennon  on  Monday.  The  prospects 
are  better  for  the  coming  week  — ^T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur). — Since 
last  report  two  large  pike  have  been  landed.  Mr. 
Whitney,  one,  301b.;  Mr.  Lang,  one,  33Jlb.  Both 
have  been  sent  to  Cooper  &  Sons,  London,  to  be 
stuffed.—/.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melvin.— Sport  was  poor  owing  to  the 
btrong  winds  prevailing  during  the  past  week,  as  the 
boats  could  not  get  on  to  the  best  fishing  grounds. 
Yet  a  few  nice  baskets  of  gillaroo  trout  were  taken  in 
the  sheltered  bays.  The  best  was  taken  by  Mr.  Kane, 
and  contained  ten  trout  weighing  9|lb.,  largest  trout 
Iflb.  Several  smaller  baskets  of  trout  were  taken  by 
Mr.  N.  Doherty,  Mr.  G.  Hill,  Mr.  Coane,  and  others. 
At  time  of  writing  rain  is  still  falling,  but  otherwise 
the  weather  is  moderate,  and  sport  is  certain  to  be 
good  amongst  the  trout  on  the  lake  for  the  remaining 
days  of  the  season. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh  and  Tributaries.— The  pollen 
and  other  fisheries  of  Lough  Neagh  terminate  on 
Sept.  30  At  time  of  writing  all  the  tributaries  are 
high,  and  salmon  and  lake  trout  are  ascending  them 
iu  fair  numbers ;  but  alas  !  few  of  them  will  return  to 
their  native  lough. — J.  A.  B. 

Mourue  (Newtown Stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— Rain 
fell  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  the  Mourne  is  in  fair  order.    The  weather. 


however,  is  cold  and  stormy.  The  trout  fishing  season 
was  a  poor  one,  not  from  want  of  fish,  but  they  simply 
would  not  rise  to  the  fly.  The  season  closes  on 
Oct.  10.— J.  A.  B. 

QXoy,  Loughs  Conn  and  C  alien  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — The  angling  for  salmon  on  the  Moy,  Loughs 
Conn  and  Cullen,  closed  here  on  Sept.  15.  Sea  and 
brown  trout  fishing  continues  until  Oct.  15.  Mr. 
Baden  Powell,  K.C.,  one  grilse  51b. ;  he  also  had  some 
good  takes  of  sea-trout  on  the  river.  Mr.  C.  French, 
two  grilse  111b.  Trouting  on  the  loughs  on  occasional 
da^s  was  good.  Many  small  jack  were  taken,  largest 
191b.  Anglers  intending  to  visit  should  bring  their 
guns  for  the  free  rough  shooting  — Pat  Hearnbs. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal). — Despite  the 
stormy  weather,  some  fair  baskets  of  sea-trout  were 
made  on  the  Crolly  and  the  lakes.  On  Sept.  15  Mr. 
Percival  killed  two  salmon,  7lb.  and  7Jlb.,  and 
seven  trout  on  Derryamel  Lake.  Mr.  CoUinson,  on 
Dungloe  Lake,  creeled  seven  sea-trout,  and  other 
anglers  had  similar  takes  of  trout. — J.  A.  B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — Very  few  boats  have  been  off  during 
the  past  week  owing  to  the  rough  weather  and  choppy 
seas  from  the  west.  At  time  of  writing  (Sept.  17th) 
the  sea  has  calmed  down  considerably,  and  quite 
expect  a  renewal  of  sport  during  the  next  few  days  or 
longer. — H. 

Crouch  (Burnham-on-Crouch).  —  The  fish  are 
now  making  their  appearance  in  the  rivers  Crouch  and 
Roach.  On  Sept.  12  some  few  nice  codling  were 
caught  in  the  Cricksea  Perry  Hole  by  A.  Fisher  in  his 
dinner-hour.  On  the  13th,  a  gentleman  fishing  from 
his  yacht  caught  twenty-four  whiting,  four  dog-fish, 
four  eels,  and  one  dab.  On  the  14th,  the  visiting 
anglers  all  caught  fish — -Messrs.  Day  and  Read, 
Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  had  eel 9,  pout, 
and  whiting  ;  the  owner  of  the  yacht  Soprano,  thirty- 
four  fish,  largest  flounder,  If  lb.  ;  two  gentlemen,  out 
with  Cooper  in  his  new  boat,  the  Coronation,  had 
forty-four  fish,  principally  whiting.  On  the  15th,  two 
friends  and  self,  out  with  Cooper,  fis-hing  the  Ness 
Hole,  had  poor^sport;  our  united  catch  was  six  whiting, 
seven  eels,  and  two  dog-fish.  We  had  to  leave  off 
fishing  the  best  of  the  tide  through  lateness  of  the 
afternoon.  Prom  Sept.  26  to  30  will  be  the  best  time 
for  angling,  as  the  neap  tides  will  then  be  on. — 
J.  Wright. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — During  the  past  week 
good  sport  has  been  had  here  with  pollack,  whiting, 
etc.  No  anglers  have  been  out  for  the  last  few  daj  s. 
Pollack  are  very  numerous,  many  of  them  weighing 
over  51b.  Whiting  and  gurnard  are  also  numerous. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — On  Thursday,  Sept.  11,  sport  rather  slow, 
although  Mr.  G.  Savill  obtained  fair  sport  amongst 
flat  fish  and  a  few  mixtures.  On  12th,  no  boats 
worth  mention  afloat.  On  13th,  strong  northerly 
wind.  Messrs.  Cannington,  Duchesne,  and  friend  put 
out  in  a  galley  punt,  and  returned  with  thirty-two 
whiting,  two  codling,  and  two  dabs.  In  the  evening 
a  large  contingent  of  anglers  put  in  an  appearance. 
Amongst  them  was  G.  R.  Clarke  and  Dr.  Patterson, 
who,  on  the  14th,  put  out  in  the  vicinity  of  St. 
Margaret's  Bay  with  G.  Cook,  boatman,  and  returned 
with  one  coddling  41b  ,  one  of  31b.,  one  conger,  and 
some  pouting ;  while  others  who  fished  in  the  same 
direction  returned  with  poor  takes,  and  those  who 
tried  their  luck  in  the  bay  returned  with  good  takes. 
Mr.  A.  B.  Newton,  fishing  about  fifty  yards  from  the 
pier,  hoiked  a  cod  of  81b.  On  15,  wind  westerly, 
Water  smooth.  Mr.  Cunnington  and  his  two  daughters 
fished  in  the  bay  and  landed  with  twenty-two  dabs 
and  plaice,  twenty-eight  whiting,  one  codling,  and 
and  seventeen  dog-fish.    Myself,  with  Mr.  Riberts, 
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fishing  on  the  Battery  Bank,  took  five  and  a  half  score 
whiting,  and  picked  out  four  and  a  half  score  large 
ones,  quite  like  competition  fish,  and  two  ocdling; 
Mrs.  Smyth,  -with  Dick  Philpott,  boatman,  fished  off 
the  Second  Battery,  and  took  four  score  and  two 
whiting,  four  dog-fish,  and  one  cod.  On  16,  some 
very  good  takes  landed.  On  17th,  strong  wind,  north- 
west ;  Mrs.  Hussey  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Smyth  to  k  seven 
score  and  twelve  whiting  and  a  few  flat  fish ;  Myself, 
with  Mr.  Roberts  and  friend,  took  four  score  and  four 
■whiting,  twenty-four  dabs  and  plaice  and  two  large 
plaice,  one  codling,  and  two  dog-fish ;  Mr.  Craft 
Handley,  thirty-two  fish,  and  codling  about  Gib. 
Prospects  looking  fairly  well.  —  Edward  Hangbe 
(Agent,  B.S  A.S.,  Napier,  Beach-street). 

Deal  (the  Fier). — The  present  week  has  yielded 
anything  but  satisfactory  results  to  pier  anglers,  not 
one  good  specimen  of  a  codling  coming  to  hand,  and 
whiting  and  dabs  being  remarkably  scarce.  On 
Saturday,  Sept.  13,  a  few  small  codling  and  two 
congers  constituted  the  entire  day's  catch,  several  rods 
and  lines  making  no  return  whatever.  The  following 
day  witnessed  no  improvement,  and  disappointment 
was  experienced  by  some  fourteen  visiting  rodsmen. 
Mr.  Aitchison's  catch  of  thirteen  codling  on  Mon- 
day, Sept.  15,  proved  by  far  the  best  of  the  day, 
though  everyone  had  the  satisfaction  of  getting  a 
few  -whiting,  codline,  and  pouting.  Last  Tuesday 
■witnessed  but  slight  improvement,  the  bast  fish  of  the 
day — a  pollack  of  SJlb — being  taken  by  Mr.  Sandys 
while  bottom  fishing.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutchiogs 
made  a  decent  bag  between  them,  though  the  general 
run  of  the  fish  was  small.  Several  early  morning 
anglers  had  satisfactory  catches  on  Wednesday,  but 
the  entire  day's  fishing  was  most  disappointing. 
Pollack  have  scarcely  deigned  to  shovy  themselves  for 
several  days,  but  on  Friday  (Sept.  12)  Mr.  Gladwin 
captured  two  of  3Jlb.  and  l^lb.  respectively,  and  on 
Sept.  14,  a  pretty  fish  of  21b.  weight  fell  to  the  same 
rod. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Hastings  and  St  Leonards.— Good  sport  ii  now 
being  had  here.  Nice  quantity  of  "flats,"  weevers, 
congers,  and  silver  whiting  have  been  taken,  the  latter 
running  small.  Wind  S.W. ;  water  first  rate.  Good 
prospects  for  the  next  few  days.  Hastings  Pier  is 
now  open  for  Sunday  fishing.^ — A. 

Plymouth..— There  is  still  plenty  of  fish  to  be 
caught  of  all  kinds.  At  the  back  of  Drakes  Island 
there  are  plenty  of  bass,  and  they  are  running  a  good 
size,  some  weighing  101b.  and  121b. ;  these  are  taken 
on  rods,  casting  with  a  small  baby  sand-eel  or  white- 
bait. Pollack  are  pretty  numerous  just  now,  and  the 
best  spots  for  them  are  Penlee  Point,  the  back  of  the 
Breakwater,  the  Leek  Beds,  and  the  East  Winter 
Shoal.  I  happened  to  drop  down  on  the  Promenade 
Pier  one  evening  last  week  and  I  counted  ninety  rods 
of  all  sorts  and  sizes  fishing,  and  whilst  I  was 
watching  I  saw  six  different  sorts  of  fish  caught, 
namely,  chad,  pollack,  pouting,  conger,  smelt,  and 
mullet;  at  the  same  time  I  counted  thirty -nine  boats 
in  Jenniclifia  Bay  anchored,  fishing  for  mackerel  on 
the  bottom.  A  friend  has  just  called  in  from  Porth- 
pean,  and  tells  me  he  has  had  good  sport  with  sharks  ; 
he  was  fishing  for  pollack,  using  pilchard  bait.  He 
managed  to  capture  nine  sharks,  from  four  t6  seven 
feet  long,  and  they  showed  some  fun,  as  he  was  using 
treble  gut  traces. — William  Heardbh  (B  S.A.S  ). 

Raxasgfate. — The  weather  has  greatly  interfered 
with  fishing  this  week.  When  able  to  go  out  boats 
have  had  good  takes  of  flatfish,  codling  and  whiting, 
the  latter  improving  in  size.  From  the  piers  conger- 
eels,  eels,  and  a  few  bass  have  come  to  hand.  There 
are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  bay,  but  settled  weather  is 
needed  to  ensure  good  sport. — Geby  Mullet. 

Weymouth. — Fishing  is  going  better  this  week. 
Large  quantities  of  mackerel  have  been  taken  in  the 
bay,  both  by  net  and  hook  and  line,  also  some  good  size 
conger  have  been  had  at  the  breakwater.  On  Satur- 
day last  Mr.  Wallis  took  one  of  251b.,  besides  several 
smaller  ones.  Conger  have  also  been  taken  in  the 
harbour.  There  are  plenty  of  bass,  pollack  and 
mullet  in  the  harbour  as  well,  but  they  do  not  feed 
well.    Weather  fine  but  rough,  N.W.  winds.— A.  G. 

ROWELL. 


JissociaHons 

(Spboial  Meetings). 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  proceedings  in  connection  with  the  monthly 
gathering  of  this  association — held  at  Cripplegate 
Institute,  E.G.,  Sept.  15 — were,  as  usual,  largely 
attended,  delegates  from  nearly  sixty  societies  being 
present.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  the  vice- 
president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett.  Mr.  Woodruff 
(secretary)  reported  a  balance  at  the  bank  that  day  of 
.£119,  and  cheques  were  ordered  to  be  drawn  in  pay- 
ment cf  rents  for  fisheries,  bailiffa'  salaries,  etc 
Several  fishery  matters  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
meeting,  and  detail:)  were  placed  before  those  present 
in  connection  with  the  giving  up  of  the  Flanders 
-Weir  Fishe.ry.    In  reporting  ou  the  doings  of  the 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  stated 
that  the  funds  now  amounted  to  £723  ;  and  Mr.  W.  J. 
Harris  announced  that  the  annual  Thames  com- 
petition on  behalf  of  the  society  was  being  organised. 
During  the  evening  a  pleasing  presentation  was 
made  to  Mr  M.  Hunt,  who  has  rendered  yeoman 
service  with  the  A.B  S.  collecting  box  at  the  big 
competitions.  The  chairman,  on  behalf  of  a  few 
brother  A. A.  members,  presented  him  ■with  his 
portrait,  handsomely  framed.  The  portrait  —  an 
admirable  one— was  the  result  of  an  enlarged  snap- 
shot by  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber.  Mr.  Hunt,  who  was 
cheered,  suitably  acknowledged  the  presentation, 
remarking  that  he  should  be  very  proud  of  the 
gift.  The  visiting  officers— Messrs.  Rowles,  Manning, 
Abrahams,  and  Harris— gave  in  their  reports  during 
the  evening,  Mr.  Rowles  announcing  that  there 
were  thirty-five  clubs  represented  at  the  South 
Bermondsey  Pisoatorials'  visit— a  statement  received 
with  loud  applause.  The  proceedings  shortly  after- 
wards terminated  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair- 
man, proposed  by  Mr.  Kemp. — Hon.  Reporter. 


British  Sea-Anglebs'  Society — 

At  their  usual  Wednesday  meeting,  at  4,  Fetter- 
lane,  Mr.  Geo.  E.  Vaughan  occupied  the  chair,  and 
put  the  routine  work  smartly  through,  the  usual 
agents'  reports  being  read  and  noted,  and  some 
unusually  interesting  written  communications  read 
from  members  away  fishing — among  others,  Mr.  J.  N. 
Hearn  at  Bally  cotton,  Mr.  T.  Roberts  at  Deal,  and 
a  very  useful  account  of  the  fishing  to  be  had  round 
Falmouth  from  Mr.  Leslie  Richardson.  Mr.  Wheeler 
reported  fishing  with  Mr.  Bates  at  Lowestoft,  with 
but  small  results.  Mr.  W.  K.  Summers,  at  Swanage, 
found  boat,  man,  and  bait  all  difticult  to  obtain ; 
but  large  conger  were  being  taken  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, one  of  501b.  weight  being  taken  while  he  was 
there.  Mr.  11.  C.  Graham,  at  Dover,  got  no  whiting, 
but  a  quantity  of  codling  and  some  wrasse ;  and 
at  Southend,  good  flounders  off  the  Knock  Buoy — 
fine,  fat  fish.  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke,  fishing  at  Deal 
with  Dr.  Patterson  on  Sept.  13,  14,  15,  had 
codling  and  whiting  ;  Mr.  Savil,  at  Ramsgate.  Mr. 
G.  R.  Matthews  reported  the  capture  of  a  151b. 
bass  at  Clacton.  Mr.  Croft  Handley  handed 
in  the  microscope  he  so  kindly  placed  in  the 
society's  rooms,  and  further  had  made  arrange- 
ments for  a  continuous  supply  of  suitable  subjects. 
Mr.  R.  J.  Gordon  handed  in  a  copy  of  "  The 
Compleat  Angler,"  the  1896  edition ;  and  other 
books  were  asked  for  by  the  librarian,  Dr.  Patterson, 
and  promises  made.  Mr.  E.  .1.  Holbrow  offered  to 
send  his  big  tarpon  and  a  shark ;  these,  with  Dr. 
Patterson's  "  Southern  Chimiera,"  and  the  large 
lump  sucker,  in  handsome  cases,  begin  to  make  a 
show  on  the  bare  walls.  These  favours  were  all 
suitably  acknowledged,  and  further  ones  solicited. 
The  chairman  announced  that  the  committee  has 
fixed  the  dates  for  the  society's  annual  competition 
at  Deal  as  follows: — For  fishing  from  the  pier 
(confined  to  members  resident  within  five  miles  of 
Deal  I'ier),  Nov.  8;  for  all  members,  Nov.  15,  16; 
for  fishing  from  boats,  Nov.  22,  23,  and  24.  The 
prizes  to  consist  of  the  Deal  Corporation  challenge 
cup  and  silver  and  bronze  medals.  The  usual 
particulars  and  rules  will  shortly  be  issued  to 
members. 

City  op  London  Piscatobial  Society— 

Mr.  C.  W.  Lambert  presided  at  the  meeting  on 
Tuesday  last,  when  it  was  announced,  regarding  the 
roach-fishing  competition,  that  the  silver  medal  not 
hitherto  awarded  would  be  given  for  the  three  best 
fish  (roach)  taken  in  any  one  day  during  this  year, 
conditionally  that  they  are  weighed  in  and  shown 
at  the  ineeting  next  ensuing ;  if  caught  the  day  of 
meeting,  a  telegram  or  letter  may  be  accepted  in 
lieu  of  immediate  production  of  the  fish.  Since  last 
meeting  the  following  members  report  fish  taken  : — 
Mr.  Canton  (at  Goring),  roach ;  Mr.  A.  Taylor, 
many  fish  of  fair  character  ;  Dr.  Ladell  (at 
Ramsgate),  about- a  score  of  whiting;  Mr.  Drew 
(at  Deal),  cod  up  to  71b.,  and  several  codling.  Mr. 
Gilbert  exhibited  several  fish  (roach  and  dace)  of 
satisfactory  eize,  but  with  a  most  abnormal  forma- 
tion of  the  fins,  which  were  remarkable  for  size, 
shape,  and  number  of  rays.  A  paper  entitled, 
"  What's  in  a  Name  ?  "  will  be  read  before  the  society 
by  Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley,  F.S.A.,  on  Tuesday  next, 
Sept.  23;  and  On  Sept.  30  there  will  be  an  exhibition 
of  fishing  tackle,  etc.,  to  which  all  members  are 
requested  to  contribute  specimens,  whether  remark- 
able for  age,  singularity,  or  utility.  Visitors  are 
cordially  invited  on  each  of  these  occasions.  The 
meeting  closed  with  the  usual  toast  and  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman. — Hon.  Sec. 

Geesham  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  Edward  J.  Gardiner  was  voted  to  the  chair  at 
the  meeting  held  on  Tuesday  last.  Tbere  was  a 
moderate  attendance  of  members,  and  the  reports  of 
recent  fishings  were  very  poor.    In  some  oa.ses  this 


was  attributable  to  the  fact  that  anglers  must  be 
very  bad  judges  of  time  and  opportunity.  Mr. 
Eldred,  Mr.  Chasteney,  and  Mr.  Clarke  journeyed  to 
Leigh  on  Saturday  last,  and  captured  a  few  flat 
fish  between  them;  they  arrived  ju?t  one  day 
too  late,  for  a  party  of  seven  the  day  before  had 
a  bag'  of  thirty-five  dozen.  Mr.  Maull,  away 
fishing  off  the  coast'  of  Devonshire,  reports  fine 
sport  there  amongst  pollack,  whiting,  mackerel, 
etc.,  and  he  has  captured  a  101b.  turbot — the  first 
reported  at  the  society's  meetings.  Messrs  Hayward, 
Gairdner,  and  S.  T.  Saunders  had  visited  the  Suffolk 
Stour  ;  but  though  there  was  a  good  volume  of  water 
in  the  river  the  sport  was  indifferent,  the  fish  taken 
being  mostly  roach  of  about  Jib.  to  fib.  Mr. 
Buckingham  had  plenty  of  whiting  from  the  east 
coast,  but  they  ran  very  small.  Mr.  Martin  had 
visited  Lochs  Conn  and  Cullen  and  captured  a  large 
number  of  pike,  which  ran  small — 51b.  to  71b. — and 
a  quantity  of  very  good  perch  ;  but  the  fishing,  when 
he  was  in  the  district  named,  was  exceptionally  bad. 
—J.  H.  Walker,  Hon.  Sec,  Manchester  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street. 

HifiHBray  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  occupied  the  chair  at  Wedoesdiy's 
meeting.  The  final  selection  of  our  team  to  compete 
in  the  A.  A.  trophy  competition  was  made,  and  very 
important  business  was  transacted.  Very  few  mem- 
bers have  been  fishing,  but  the  following  submitted 
reports  ;— Mr.  .T.  C.  Webb,  jack  and  roach;  Mr.  J. 
E.  Clements,  perch  and  roach  from  the  club  water ; 
Mr.  A.  J.  Hersant,  roach  from  the  Kentish  Stour, 
and  while  trying  the  fly  for  roach,  he  hooked  and, 
after  ten  minutes'  exciting  play,  successfully  landed 
a  fox-terrier  which  was  swimming  iu  the  river. 
Messrs.  J.  Potter  and  G.  Westrup,  from  our  Barford 
Fishery,  had  some  nice  roach,  the  former  taking  fish 
up  to  lib.  2oz.,  the  latter  up  to  lib.  7Joz. — O.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society — 

Mr.  Frank  Ward  presided  over  a  large  gathering 
of  members  on  Monday  evening.  Some  interesting 
angling  experiences  were  related.  Mr.  L.  H, 
Lefevre,  who  has  had  capital  sport  on  the  Broads, 
told  of  big  catches  Jof  bream  he  had  made 
there.  It  will  be  remembered  that  several  of  his 
takes  have  been  exhibited  at  the  society's  head- 
quarters. Mr.  Horace  Zaehnsdorf  showed  a  nice 
roach  he  had  taken  at  Newbury ;  it  weighed,  after 
being  preserved  for  some  days,  lib.  9Joz.,  and  was  a 
handsome  Kennet  fish.  Mr.  Poster  Hardy  took  a 
chub  of  31h.  4oz.  at  Uxbridge,  but  it  was  reported 
by  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  that  the  roach  hero  were 
still  Ijing  very  low  and  would  not  feed.  Mr.  G.  J. 
Chatterton  had  grayling  from  the  society's  water 
on  the  Kennet  at  Newbury,  from  the  Lambourn, 
and  from  Hungerford,  but  his  sport  was  not  of  the 
best  owing  to  the  bad  weather  which  had  obtained. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Stanley  Adam  spoke  of  takes  of  rudd  and 
bream  he  had  made  on  the  Broads.  Mr.  H.  P. 
Thompson  had  been  trying  the  grayling  and  trout 
in  Yorkshire  and  Durham,  but  had  not  been  suc- 
cessful in  getting  such  heavy  fish  as  he  creeled  at 
Hungerford.  Amongst  other  rivers  he  fished  the 
Swale  and  the  Tees.  He  had  any  number  of  smiU 
trout,  with  grayling  up  to  lib.  in  weight. — Hon.  Sec. 


I 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

5615.  Pishing.  Patentee :  A.  J.  Simpson,  Hanley 
House,  Market-place,  Redditch.  Landing 
nets ;  gaff-hooks.  Relates  to  a  method  of 
locking  rale  joints.  A  pin  is  passed  through 
the  joint  with  a  shoulder  on  it,  which 
engages  with  a  peripheral  recess  on  the 
single  member  of  the  joint.  When  the  piu 
is  pressed  in  against  a  spring,  which  may 
be  flat  or  helical,  the  shoulder  disengages, 
and  the  parts  may  be  folded  together. 

10,089.  Pish  Porks.  Patentee  :  H.  C.  Cowland, 
8,  Victoria  Villas,  Maybank-road,  South 
Woodford,  Essex.  Relates  to  a  fish  fork 
with  one  prong  pivoted  for  the  purpose  of 
removing  bones  from  fish.  It  can  be  turned 
by  pulling  back  the' rod  by  means  of  the 
button.  The  rod  is  pivoted  to  the  end  of 
the  crank  extension  of  the  pivoted  prong. 


(Scene — Highland  inn.  Gamekeeper  has  paid  their 
fees  to  his  three  assistants  for  services  in  the  busy 
spell.)  Gamekeeper:  Noo,  I'll  stan'  you  a  drink. 
Sandie,  what'U  jou  have?  Sandie :  Oo,  I'll  ohust 
tak'  a  gunger  peer.  Gamekeeper :  And,  Dougal, 
what'U  you  have?  Dougal:  I'll  just  haf  a  lenomade. 
Gamekeeper:  And,  Chon,  what  for  you?  .John:  I'll 
tak'  a  gunger  peer  too.  Gamekeeper  :  Aye,  that's  aal 
right.   Mistress,  jist  fetch  in  four  gless  o'  whisky. 
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ABSOLUTE  SECURITY 

Genuine  CARTER'S  LITTLE  LIVER  PILLS  must  bear 
Fac-simile  Signalureof  /^^^^^ 


ARTERS 

ITTLE 
IVER 


Absolutely  Cure 

BILIOUSNESS. 
SICK  HEADACHE. 
TORP.D  LIVER. 
FURRED  TONGUE. 
INDIGESTION. 
CONSTIPATION. 
DIZZINESS. 
SALLOW  SKIN 


They  TOUCH  the 

Genuine  Wrapper  Printed  on 
WHITE  PAPER,  BLUE  LETTERS. 

Look  for  the  Signature 


HOLLAND'S 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS. 

Specialities  : 

Tpammels,  Drags.  Shoes 
bo. 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS. 


FLOATING 


Prices 


application 


Fisheries  laid  out  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate. 
40  years'  experience. 


FLIES. 


doz. 


Cash  with  order.      29,  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER.  HANTS. 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  reconrniended  to 
ANGLERS 

BY  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 


CISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALK  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


THE 

Indian  Sporting  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

CiROnLATES  THIlOUQUOnT  INDIA,  CBYLON, 
BURMAH  AND  ASSAM. 

The  Only  Sporting  Paper  in  Western  India. 

Covei-s  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 

FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 
l-'OK  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 

Published  every  Sunday.    Suliscriptiun  16«.  per 
annum.   Single  copies,  7d.,  post  free. 

Printed  and  Published  at  Times  uF  Ini>ia  Press, 
Bombay. 

LONDON  OKJ'ICE  :  121,  FLEET  STREET,  E.C. 


ANDERSONS' 
BROGUES. 


THE 
NEYERSLIP. 


F.  M.  W.,  Esq., 
Pool,  writes  :— I  may 
inform  you  that  I 
have  worn  a  pair  of 
your  Brogues  for 
the  last  two  years, 
using"  them  every 
week  (winter  and 
summer)  on  rough, 
rocky  rivers,  such 
as  the  Wharfe  and 
Yore  ;  they  are  ap- 
parently no  worse 
at  all,  and,  what 
I  consider  to  be 
^  grea-t  proof  of 
their  excellence, 
there  is  not  a  sin- 


gle  nail  drawn  from 
the  soles. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON  &  ANDERSON,  LIMITED 


T/te    Anglers'  iy<iteipio(>feis, 
37,    QUEEN    VICTORIA    ST.,    LONDON,  E.C. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING- 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Fish : — 
Trout,  Salmon,  Grayling,  Char,  Bass,  Sunfish,  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  Dace, 
Tench,  Golden  Orfe,  Golden  Tench,   Goldfish,   Eels,  Crayfish,  Gudgeon, 
Minnows,  Burbot,  &c. 

Guaranteed  Safe  Deliverij  in  Perfection  Carriers. 

Also  Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Tanks,  Fish-food,  Apparatus,  and  Advice. 
Large  Crops  of  Rainbows  and  Carp  yearlings.    Grayling  limited. 

Address—      THOIVIAS  FORD, 
JVlEtnoi?    Fisliei^y,     CEListox?,  JLiisicolnsliii^e. 

PRICE  LISTS  FHEE.  E.STAIILISIIED  18S0. 


Stock  your  Rivers  and  Streams  with  2>ure  Itchen  River  Trout, 
Your  LaJces  and  Ponds  with  Loch  Leven  ami  Rainboivs. 

PRICES  ON  APPLICATION  TO 

MANAGER,  Itchen  River  Trout  Breeding  Establishment, 
Cliillsmdl,   ^Wincliestei?,  Ha,]iits, 


Px>ice  2s.  6cl.  net. 


SECOND  EDITION  NEARLY  READY. 

Grayling  Fishing  in  South  Country  Streams 

By  H.  A.  ROLT, 

Assistant  Secretary,  Piscatorial  Society,  Contributor  to  the  "  Field," 
"  Fishing  Gazette,"  &c. 

London  :   SAMPSON  LOW,  .  MARSTON  AND  COMPANY,  Limited, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 
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^offings        ti)e  ^ag. 

Yes,  dear  to  us  thit  solitary  trade 

Mid  vernal  peace  in  peacefulness  pursued, 

Througli  rocky  glen,  ivild  moor,  and  hanging  wood. 

— J.  Wilson. 


Anglehs'  Special  Tickets. 

Mb.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  secretary  of  the  Anglers' 
Association  (2,  Firsby  Road,  Stamford  Hill),  writes : 
"I  have  received  the  following  notice  from  the 
Metropolitan  Railway  Company : — 

"  '  Dear  Sie, — Will  you  kindly  note  and  advise  your 
members  that  anglers'  reduced  special  tickets  may 
now  be  obtained  at  each  of  our  booking  cilices  at 
Bishopsgate  Station.  To  Rickmansworth,  Is.  8d. ; 
Chorley  Wood,  Is.  lid.  ;  Chalfont  Road,  2s.  Id. ; 
Ohesham,  2s.  6d. ;  Amersham,  2s.  4d. ;  Great  Missen- 
den,  2s.  lOd. ;  Wendover,  3s.  3d.  ;  Stoke  Mandeville, 
3s.  7d. ;  Aylesbury,  3s.  9d.'  " 


Mb.  W.  J.  Wade,  secretary  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion of  London  Angling  Clubs,  writes  :  "  It  has  been 
decided  to  organise  another  competition  for  members 
of  the  above  in  aid  of  the  restocking  fund.  A  silver 
cup  and  several  valuable  prizes  have  already  been 
promised.  The  following  meetings  have  been  fixed  to 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  : — Sept.  19  :  Batter- 
sea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's  Head,  Wands- 
worth-road,  S.W.,  at  9  p.m.  ;  Sept.  2G  :  United 
Brothers,  Druid's  Head,  Church-street,  Deptford,  S.E., 
at  9  p.m. ;  Oct.  3 :  Amicable  Waltonians,  George  and 
Dragon,  St.  John- street-road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.,  at 
9  p.m.;  Oct.  6:  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden  Lane, 
Covent  Garden,  W.C.,  at  8  30  p.m. 


Me.  H.  SrENCBR,  of  the  Navigation  Hotel,  Killa- 
marsh,  Sheffield,  writes  "  A  pike,  weighing  BJlb. 
and  measuring  two  feet  eight  inches,  was  caught  in 
the  canal  at  Killamarsh  on  Sept.  13.  These  fish  are 
numerous  about  here.  Some  fine  tench,  roach,  and 
perch  have  also  been  taken  this  season  from  the  canal, 
which  abounds  in  fish." 


Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  has  just  returned  from  a  few 
days'  fishing  on  the  Ivel.  He  says  that  the  water  is 
"gin-clear,"  and  that  the  Ouse  is,  unfortunately, 
ditto.  Although  we  have  had  plenty  of  rain  recently 
in  Loudon,  more  is  wanted  to  make  angling  successful. 


The  Bellingham  Angling  Association  (North  Tyne) 
fished  their  annual  competition  recently  at  Bellingham. 
Some  prizes  were  given  for  the  best  catches,  which 
were  distributed  at  their  headquarters  on  Sept.  9, 
when  a  very  enjoyable  evening  Wis  spent. 


Before  the  old  adage  "  Exchange  is  no  robbery  " 
could  be  realised,  a  letter  comes  to  hand  from  Mr.  Jack 
Bishop,  of  100,  Boston-road,  Hanwell,  which  will  no 
doubt  be  the  means  of  restoring  the  right  goods  to  the 
rightful  owner :  "  Dear  Sir, — Through  your  valuable 
paper  I  hope  to  find  the  owner  of  a  rod  and  case, 
landing-net  and  handle,  umbrella,  etc.,  which  was 
inadvertently  taken  from  a  G.W.R.  carriage  on 
Sept.  14  travelling  between  West  Drayton  and  Han- 
well." I  hope  to  hear  that  Mr.  Jack  Bishop  and  the 
angler  whose  tackle  was  lost  are  now  in  possession  of 
their  own  "  tools."  I  remember  once,  on  returning 
from  a  few  days'  fishing  at  Deal,  that  I  alighted  at 
Cannon-street,  while  other  brother  anglers  went  on 
to  Charing  Cross.  On  reaching  home  my  cabman 
landed  several  "odds  and  ends" — you  know,  fish, 
portmanteau,  "  oilys,"  and  so  on — and  a  big  bundle  of 
rods  which  belonged  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Z.  However,  I 
heard  of  his  loss  and  he  of  mine,  and  "  honest  men 
came  by  their  own."    All's  well  that  ends  well  1 


The  inhabitants  of  the  little  Thames-side  village  of 
Sunbury  are  getting  very  excited  over  a  disputed 
right-of-way.  For  years  the  public  have  been  allowed 
to  go  on  a  piece  of  ground  near  Clarke's  Perry ; 
but  the  other  day  the  villagers  were  surprised 
to  see  that  a  fence  bad  been  erected  round  it.  The 
district  council  has  taken  the  matter  up,  and  a  letter 
has  been  sent  to  the  defier  of  public  rights  to  at  once 
remove  the  fence  and  to  acknowledge  the  right-of- 
way.  The  developments  are  awaited  with  the  greatest 
interest  by  the  villagers. 


Ski'tembbe  Snow. 

Be'J'Ween  seven  and  eight  o'clock  on  Wednesday 
morning  quite  a  sharp  snowstorn  was  experienced  at 
Kettering.  In  that  district  a  great  deal  of  corn 
remains  uncut,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  crop  has 
not  as  yet  been  gathered  in. 


On  Sunday,  Sept.  27,  an  open  roving  fishing  contest 
(starting  from  Pulborough)  will  take  place.  There  are 
ten  money  prizes,  a  prize  given  by  Mrs.  Hawkins  (ot 


the  Railway  Hotel),  and  a  rod,  winch,  and  line  given 
by  Mr.  Sparrow.  Other  prizes  will  be  added  to  the 
list.  Entrance  fee,  sixpence.  Train  leaves  London 
Bridge  at  6  50  a.m  ,  returning  from  I'ulborough  at 
G.IO  p.m.  The  "weigh-in"  will  be  at  the  Railway 
Hotel,  and  further  information  may  be  obtained  at 
the  Rose  and  Crown,  21,  Gosvvell-road.  September 
is  generally  considered  a  good  month  for  fishing  at 
Pulborough  and  Amberley,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  a 
very  large  number  will  attend. 


THE   ANGLER'S  BAROMETER. 

As  successful  fishing  depends  more  on  the  weather 
than  the  water,  there  arc  but  few  anglers  who  have  not 
made  weather  conditions  a  study.  Certainly  at  times, 
say  after  a  flood,  a  person  can  quickly  fill  a  basket ; 
that's  not  fishing,  but  slaughter.  I  give  iny  experience 
in  the  following  lines  : — 

Cumuli  Clouds. 
Cumuli  clouds  like  mountains  are, 
Piled  on  one  another. 
Make  up  your  mind,  for  you  will  find 
A  change  come  in  the  weather. 

CiERUB  Clouds. 
When  clouds  stand  high  up  in  the  sky, 
Just  like  fleecy  wool. 
Soon  again  will  come  the  rain 
And  fill  both  stream  and  pool. 

Goat's  Beaed. 
When  clouds  are  afloat  like  the  beard  of  a  goat, 
And  some  like  wisps  of  straw. 
Look  up  to  the  lift  and  see  the  clouds  drift, 
For  the  wind's  begun  to  blaw. 

Not  a  Cloud  to  he  Seen. 
When  the  sky  is  clear  distant  objects  look  near, 
Their  outline  seen  very  plain. 

If  you  think  you  will  roam,  better  stay  at  home, 
For  down  will  come  the  rain. 

Mist  on  the  Moun'i  ain  Tops. 
If  the  mist  rises  and  clears  away 
It  is  the  sign  of  a  very  fine  day  ; 
But  if  the  mist  lowers  and  covers  the  plain 
You're  almost  certain  to  have  some  rain. 

A  Thundee  Stoem. 
When  cattle  and  sheep  together  do  keep. 
Their  plaintive  bleating  you  hear, 
You  have  a  sore  head  and  a  feeling  of  dread 
That  a  thunder  storm  is  near. 

A  Stoem  op  Wind. 
A  gale  from  the  west,  and  blowing  strong. 
Great  rainy  clouds  go  scudding  along. 
If  the  wind  ceases  when  the  sun  has  set 
You  may  be  certain  the  night  will  be  wet. 

The  Wind  Noeth  ob  East. 
If  the  wicd  blows  from  the  north  or  the  east 
It  is  good  for  neither  man  nor  beast ; 
But  from  the  south  and  from  the  west 
The  angler  likes  this  air  the  best. 

Thunder  in  the  Aie. 
If  I  do  wish  to  go  and  fish. 
And  thunder  in  the  air, 
Great  white  clouds  and  a  blazing  sun, 
I'm  sure  I  won't  go  there. 
Some  other  day  I'll  go  away, 
And  may  come  better  speed, 
For  the  angler  knows  before  he  goes 
When  trout  are  sure  to  feed. 

There  are  many  other  indications  of  weather  con- 
ditions, two  of  the  oldest  and  best  are : — 

The  evening  red  and  the  morning  grey 

Are  the  sign  of  a  fine  day. 

A  rainbow  at  night  is  the  shepherd's  delight ; 
Red  sky  at  morning  the  shepherd's  warning. 

There  are  also  botanical  indications,  such  as  daisies 
closing  their  petals  before  a  rainstorm  ;  and  swallows 
flying  low  after  insects.  M.  Winlay. 


"  Wheee  will  you  die  when  you  go  to?"  was  a 
question  put  to  me  wheu  I  was — well,  a  little  boy.  I 
soon  discovered  that  it  meant  where  should  I  go 
when  I  died.  Of  course  I  did  not  say.  I  remembered 
Dante's  inscription,  "  All  hope  abandon,"  etc.  I  also 
remembered  the  dear  old  lady's  request  that  when  she 
was  dead  and  buried,  "  if  she  lived  till  she  died — 
which  she  hoped  she  never  would — she  would  not  be 
buried  in  Whittlesea  Churchyard,  to  be  drownded  all 
the  days  of  her  life." 

A  RUMAEKAKLE  burial  at  sea  took  place  on  Tuesday 
afternoon,  oil  the  Goodwin  Sands,  the  body  of  Captain 
Richard  Marsdon,  Royal  Naval  Reserve,  who  was  for 
nineteen  years  Harbour  Master  at  Gravesend,  and 
also  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Kent,  being  committed 
to  the  deep,  although  his  death  took  place  at  his  resi- 


dence at  Overcliife,  Gravesend.  This  was  done  at  Uj 
own  wish,  expressed  before  he  died.  The  body,  plaod 
in  an  oak  coffin  and  a  leaden  shell,  was  taken  out  ti 
sea  in  the  direction  of  the  Goodwins  in  the  steam  tuj 
Jirilanniu.  When  the  vessel  was  some  distance  ouj 
the  coifin  was  shot  into  the  water.  A  wave  caugM 
the  coffin  as  it  touched  the  water,  and  it  floated  f<fl 
some  yards  before  it  finally  disappeared.  Great  interaaj 
was  taken  in  the  ceremony  by  the  local  people,  amon) 
whom  the  deceased  had  been  very  popular.  Thi 
funeral  service  took  place  at  Gravesend. 


It  is  a  matter  for  extreme  regret  that  there  is  no9 
Ichthyophagous  club  in  London.  New  York  is  blessed  ™ 
with  one,  and  judging  by  the  proceedings  of  the 
members  at  a  recent  dinner,  they  must  be  a  jovial  sot 
of  blades.  The  bill  of  fare  would  have  proved  a  tempt- 
ing feed  for  even  the  most  dyspeptic  sufferer.  We 
have  no  space  for  full  details  of  the  menu,  but  a  few 
items  may  tend  to  show  the  nature  of  the  delicacies 
served  up.  Commencing  with  "Wolf-fish  a  la  Cape 
cod,"  which  proved  to  be  merely  a  hash  of  rubber 
shoes,  "  petites  surprises  of  octopus "  followed,  and 
this  dainty  dish  turned  out  to  be  something  very  much 
resembling  rats'  tails.  "  Elixir  of  razor  clams  "  was 
a  real  treat,  so  was  an  ancient  ham  diehed  under  the 
imposing  title  of  "  Cobia  larded  a  la  Sam  Ward." 
The  final  delicacy  was  "  Turban  of  the  sea  robin  a 
I'epicure,"  a  really  charming  old  cheese  soaked  in 
mustard.  This  was  gv^'en  by  way  of  a  digestive,  and 
most  people  will  be  un3er  the  impression  that  one  was 
much  required.  During  the  evening  the  guests  sang 
a  song  in  honour  of  the  club.  The  chorus  was  as 
follows : — 

The  gurnard  will  walk  arm  in  arm  with  the  dab, 
The  horsefoot  will  waltz  with  the  great  spider  crab, 
The  sullen-eyed  angler  will  ogle  the  sprat, 
And  the  devil  fish  twine  the  shrimps  round  his  hat. 

A  few  more  lines  on  this  entrancing  subject  may  be 
added  if  the  fickle  muse  will  lend  her  aid  to  steer  our  - 
halting  verse : — 

The  conger  will  jump  with  the  mullet  and  dace, 
The  sun  fish  cut  capers  and  flirt  with  the  plaice ; 
The  woppendungarten  will  stand  on  his  head, 
And  the  cuttlefish  worry  the  lobster  for  bread. 

The  sea-mew  with  cat-calls  will  tempt  the  cat-fish, 
The  shark  slay  the  sturgeon  to  make  a  fat  dish 
The  polycarp  puzzle  the  simple  rudee, 
And  the  oyster  cry,  "  Boys,  I'm  the  sauce  of  the  sea." 

— Sportsman. 


During  the  remaining  months  that  the  Royal 
Aquarium  will  remain  open,  the  attractive  entertain- 
ments will  be  continued  daily,  and  a  number  of 
special  shows  will  take  place  during  October,  Novei! 
her,  and  December,  including  floral,  pigeon,  bulldog, 
bird,  and  art  exhibitions. 


Indian  stationmasters  have  their  peculiar  trials. 
Most  people  have  heard  of  the  agitated  telegram  sent 
by  one  of  this  class  in  the  early  days  of  railway  con- 
struction to  the  traffic  manager  at  Bombay :  "  Tiger 
dancing  on  platform,  pointsman  run  away ;  pleaee 
arrange."  Quite  recently,  says  the  Navy  and  Army, 
a  Madras  stationmaster  wrote  to  "his  district  super- 
intendent that  an  aloe  fence  opposite  his  post  was 
tenanted  by  a  "  fearful  cobra,"  of  which  he  besought 
the  removal,  as  its  presence  was  exceedingly  incon- 
venient at  train  times. 


Some  of  the  savants  who  have  read  papers  before 
the  British  Association  at  its  recent  congress  have 
been  advising  educationalists  to  relegate  Latin  and 
Greek  to  the  scholastic  scrap-heap.  My  friend  Mr, 
George  Mann  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  necessary  for  the 
members  of  the  hairdressing  profession,  of  which  he 
is  a  shining  ornament,  to  do  something  of  the  same 
sort  of  thing  with  work,  so  far  as  their  assistants  are 
concerned.  This  is  what  he  says  about  it  in  the 
Hairdressers'  Chronicle  : — 

***** 

"  Wanted,  a  respectable  young  man  to  wait  upon  a 
few  customeis  as  occasion  may  require.    He  will  be 
regarded  as  an  ornament  in  the  saloons,  and  will  not 
be  expected  to  soil  his  hands.    Any  rough  or  objection- 
able work  is  done  by  the  master,  who  also  relieves  the  [ 
assistant  from  the  lowering  task  of  shaving  men  worth  i 
less  than  a  '  thousand  a  year.'    He  will  also  pick  out 
for  him  the  '  easy  turns  '  and  most  pleasing  customers. 
The  young  man  will  be  treated  as  a  visitor,  and  not  be 
put  to  any  inconvenience.    Good  wages,  short  hours, 
half-day  a  week,  Sundays,  and  all  bank  holidays,  and 
a  fortnight  in  the  summer  allowed.    (Employer  never 
needs  a  change.)    The  assistant  will  not  be  disturbed 
at  any  meal.    (Employer  always  in  attendance.)    No  i 
restrictions  imposed  whatever.     Increase  of  salary' 
every  month,  and  a  liberal  commission  on  all  takings. 
(Employer  has  no  wish  to  make  a  profit,  he  is  content 
to  do  the  work  imd  bear  the  worry.)    Apply  without 
references."  Deaghbt, 


September  20,  1902 


THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 


209 


Pfovineial  flfiglifig  Jlotes 

mtist  arrive  by  first  post  cni  Tliursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  quarterly  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening 
^Sept.  11)  at  the  headquarters,  Mr.  T.  Coles  presiding. 
The  meeting  was  well  attended.  The  balance-sheet 
was  presented  by  iir.  J.  Rabone,  the  secretary.  This 
went  to  show  that  the  sum  of  £100  4s.  remained  in 
the  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  association.  A 
resolution  was  proposed  and  carried  to  the  effect 
that  in  future  the  subscription  to  the  association 
be  paid  quarterly  instead  of  half-yearly.  The  charges 
of  misconduct  against  some  of  the  members  at 
Worcester  on  August  24  last  were  discussed  at 
Bome  length,  when  it  was  decided  to  refer  the 
matter  back  to  the  clubs  to  which  the  members 
belonged,  and  a  report  to  be  presented  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  committee.  The  St.  George's  Society 
held  their  first  meeting  on  Monday  night  (Sept.  15)  at 
their  new  meeting  house,  the  Crown  Hotel,  Snow  Hill. 
Mr.  C.  Wainwright,  the  secretary,  reported  that  he 
had  received  a  cheque  for  one  guinea  from  Messrs. 
Mitchell  and  Butters  for  a  prize  for  the  forthcoming 
bye-contest ;  several  other  members  promised  prizes 
and  donations  to  the  prize  fund.  This  club  has  some 
very  good  water,  and  require  a  few  more  members ; 
the  subscription  is  low,  the  whole  of  which  is  solely 
devoted  to  the  renting  of  water.  The  Good  Intent 
Society  fished  their  annual  contest  on  Sept.  14 
at  the  Ketch  on  the  Severn  near_to  Worcester,  when 
seventy-five  members  competed  for  a  valuable  lot  of 
prizes.  Mr.  G.  Reeces  was  successful  in  taking  the 
first  prize.  I  hear  that  an  angling  club  is  to  be 
formed  at  Sutton,  near  to  our  city,  if  so,  a  strong  club 
will  be  formed,  and  as  the  pools- in  the  park  are  well 
stocked  with  fish  the  members  will  not  have  to  go  far 
to  find  good  sport.  The  Spon  Lane  Society  fished 
their  annual  contest  in  West  Smethwick  Park  pool  on 
Saturday  last,  when  the  catches  of  fish  were  all 
good,  considering  that  the  pool  has  only  been 
open  for  fishing  lataly.  Some  good  sport  will 
be  had  when  the  Handsworth  Park  pool  is 
opened  to  the  public.  All  our  rivers  are  in  good 
condition,  and  some  very  good  sport  has  been  had. 
Eels  have  been  biting  freely,  and  some  good  catches 
have  been  had  from  the  Trent  and  Avon.  Roach, 
perch,  and  dace  have  been  taken  with  the  wheat  and 
gentles.  Some  of  the  private  club  waters  have  been 
fished,  and  good  satisfaction  has  been  given.  Dace 
have  been  taken  from  the  Severn  from  the  upper 
reaches.  A  good  few  members  have  visited  Upton 
Magna,  where  sport  has  been  good.  The  rivers  Alne 
and  Anker  have  provided  good  sport  for  the  members 
of  clubs  who  rent  the  waters. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Last  week's  heavy  rainstorm  quite  upset  the  cal- 
culations of  anglers,  and  several  days  of  enforced 
idleness  had  to  be  endured.  The  downpour,  however, 
was  welcomed,  inasmuch  as  it  bestirred  the  fish  to 
greater  activity,  and  the  prospects  generally  were 
improved.  For  some  days  previously  Witham  anglers 
had  meti.with  indifierent  sport,  and  only  those  who 
had  fished  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Grand  Sluice  at 
Boston  had  been  successful  in  luring  fish  of  sizeable 
dimensions.  Hereabouts  two  or  three  monster  bream 
were  captured,  the  heaviest  of  which  weighed  up  to 
4ilb,  One  or  two  good  captures  were  also  made  in 
the  Anton  Gowts  district,  the  most  notable  basket 
containing  three  fish,  weighing  in  the  aggregate  ll^lb. 
There  is  little  to  report  about  the  roach.  Although 
the  waters  have  recovered  from  the  rainfall  the 
boisterous  weather  has  almost  entirely  prevented 
anglers  doing  any  good.  When  the  climatic  con- 
ditions are  more  favourable,  however,  good  sport 
should  be  had  in  this  particular  branch,  for  the  reports 
from  most  of  the  drains  in  the  Boston  district  show 
that  the  outlook  is  very  much  better  than  it  was  a 
week  ago.  Market  Deeping  anglers  have,  despite  the 
inclement  weather,  had  a  fairly  good  time  on  the 
Welland,  and  amongst  recent  captures  Mr.  Hildyard 
obtained  121b.  of  roach  and  dace,  Mr.  Norman  71b., 
and  Mr.  Sharpe  a  brace  of  pike  averaging  51b.  apiece. 
From  other  sources  the  prospects  are  said  to  be  better. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull,  the  Driffield  Canal,  Frodingham 
Beck,  and  other  streams  are  all  in  very  fair  order  for 
angling  operations;  but  during  the  past  week  the 
weather  has  been  very  stormy  and  unsettled  at  times, 
causing  angling  to  be  anything  but  a  pleasant  occupa- 
tion. However,  when  the  elements  did  permit,  a  few 
very  good  fish  were  taken  in  various  localities  ;  but  the 
best  sport  is  now  to  be  obtained  in  the  deep  waters 
at  Hull  Bridge,  Weelferry,  Wawne,  and  Cicey,  where 
some  good  catches  of  roach  are  to  be  had  with  paste 
off  the  bottom,  several  of  which  have  been  shown 
during  the  week  that  scaled  from  lib.  to  IJlb.  each. 
At  the  Beverley  Association's  match  at  Weelferry, 


Mr.  G.  Armstrong  took  the  first  prize  with  51b.  loz.,  Mr. 
J.  W.  Thompson,  of  Hull,  being  second  with  41b.  lOJoz. 
The  Duke  of  York  Angling  Society,  of  Hull,  have  also 
decided  a  match  in  the  river  near  Beverley  Beckend. 
Mr.  A.  D.  Gray  securing  the  first  prize.  Messrs. 
Holmes  and  Son's  A.  S.  have  also  decided  a  match  during 
the  week  in  the  vicinity  of  Hull  Bridge,  Mr.  Fred 
Jevons  taking  the  first  prize  with  lib.  14oz.  Sport 
continues  good  on  the  river  Ancholme  both  at  Brigg 
and  in  the  vicinity  of  Horkstow  and  Ferriby  Sluice, 
where  several  large  bream  have  recently  been  taken 
both  with  worm  and  maggot  fishing. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To-day  a  very  interesting  event  is  being  decided 
at  Leigh.  An  open  match  from  the  Standard 
Mower  Angling  Society  is  nothing  fresh,  but  as 
they  won,  on  Sept.  6,  the  Bridgewater  Challenge 
Shield  at  Worsley,  no  doubt  their  friends  will  be 
there  to  congratulate  them.  To-day  is  also  the  date 
of  the  final  for  the  Warrington  Challenge  Shield,  for 
which  eight  teams  are  eligible  to  compete.  A  nice 
lot  of  perch  and  rudd  were  placed  in  the  Bollin 
by  this  association  a  few  days  ago.  The  Bollin 
continues  to  yield  a  very  fair  amount  of  sport. 
The  Stanley  Arms  Angling  Society,  Leigh,  fished  their 
annual  match  last  Saturday  at  Butts  in  the  local 
canal.  All  prizes  were  won,  the  first  going  to  Mr. 
Bothwell.  Last  Saturday  there  was  a  large  number 
of  clubs  due  to  fish  matches,  but  the  limited  number 
of  reports  sent  in  is  noteworthy  and  probably  indicates 
nothing  very  interesting  to  record.  Our  rivers  con- 
tinue to  have  a  bad  character  for  fport,  and  certainly 
they  richly  deserve  it,  for  consistently  disappointing 
their  patrons,  all  of  whom  are  unanimous,  bitterly 
so  in  many  instances,  in  blaming  the  weather.  As 
usual  there  is  a  great  amount  of  activity  in  the 
angling  world  at  Liverpool,  and  every  effort  is  being 
made  to  enjoy  every  possible  occasion.  The  intention 
of  the  owners  of  the  Lancaster  Canal  to  stock  the 
same  with  bream  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  many. 
If  this  is  done  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  not  open  it 
during  the  breeding  season,  a  practice  of  theirs.  May  1 
being  the  usual  date.  Complaints  are  general  of  the 
wretched  weather  all  over  this  country,  and  anglers 
are  keeping  very  quiet, 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  second  match  of  the  Hulme  Crown  Angling 
Society  was  a  huge  success.  Middlewioh  was  the 
venue  and  fifty-four  rods  competed,  forty-six  taking 
fish  for  181b.  of  a  gross  total.  Mr.  T.  Farrell  heads 
the  list  with  lib.  13oz.  Idr.,  and  Mr.  T.  Dickinson 
takes  the  gold  medal.  City  rods  quite  recently  in 
Ireland  seem  to  have  varied  experience.  One  party 
reports  bad  weather,  another  very  bad  treatment,  and 
a  third  good  sport  as  follows:  Eighty  trout,  183 
perch,  and  106  pike,  the  largest  of  each  a 
good  weight.  Of  the  bad  treatment,  it  is  a  pity 
that  some  of  the  wealthy  men  who  have  been  so 
grossly  victimised  do  not  run  the  risk  of  a  libel  and 
print  their  experience.  When  London  rods  spend 
time  and  money  in  a  long  journey  and  find  they  have 
been  deceived,  leaving  at  the  end  of  two  days,  readers 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  ought  to  be  put  on  their 
guard  against  such  impositions.  Another  city  rod 
at  Sanquhar,  N.B.,  appears  to  have  had  an  enjoyable 
holiday,  and  although  the  fish  were  small  they  were 
plentiful,  and  the  hotel  keepers  honest  and  reasonable. 
The  Duke  of  Cambridge  Angling  Society  at  Althorpe, 
on^Sept.  14,  fished  their  second  contest,  Mr.  H.  Sharpies 
heading  the  prize  list.  The  Duchy  Angling  Society, 
on  Sept.  14,  disposed  of  their  third  match,  Mr.  J. 
Hughes  heading  the  list  and  taking  a  special,  and  Mr. 
W.  Goodwin  special  for  heaviest  gross  weight.  On 
Sept.  14  the  Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Pendleton, 
visited  Agden  Bridge  to  fish  a  match,  Mr.  J.  Rothwell 
winning  the  first  prize.  To-morrow  the  Beswick 
Angling  Society  are  due  at  Tattenhall  Road  for  a 
wind  up. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM, 

Cold  nights  and  squally  days  have  affected  the 
feeding  habits  of  most  kinds  of  fish,  and  as  a  result 
our  anglers  have  fared  badly  for  the  week.  The  Trent 
has  been  running  in  low  and  comparatively  clear 
condition ;  but  in  consequence  of  the  boisterous 
weather  prevailing,  few  places  have  been  fishable 
with  any  degree  of  comfort.  Roach  have  come 
to  hand  from  Cavendish  Bridge,  Shardlow,  Sawley, 
and  other  upper  reaches,  and  on  Monday  and  Tuesday 
your  correspondent  got  two  decent  bags  from  Wilford. 
He  used  bread  paste,  ground  baiting  with  soaked 
bread.  Pike  are  beginning  to  take  the  troUing  bait, 
and  as  soon  as  the  weeds  grow  less  troublesome 
no  doubt  plenty  of  fish  will  be  got.  Members  of 
the  Old  Dog  and  Pheasant  Society,  Sneinton- 
engaged  in  their  summer  match,  below  Sneinton 
lane  end,  on  Sept.  14,  when  the  prizes 
offered  for  competition  were  won  by  Messrs.  E. 
Messom,  J.  ■  Townsend,  J.  Heard,  D.  Clarke,  P. 
Messom,  and  J.  Holt,  in  the  order  enumerated. 
Fifteen  took  part,  and  the  outing,  in  spite  of  a 
boisterous  wind,  was  much  enjoyed.  Barbelling  has 
been  "  off  "  altogether,  and  very  soon  we  shall  be  at 


the  end  of  one  of  the  worst  seasons  ever,  perhaps, 
remembered.  Some  bream  and  roach  have  been 
taken  in  the  Grantham  Canal,  in  the  Cotgrove  and 
Hiokling  districts ;  also  a  number  of  small  pike. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Since  my  last  'report  the  weather  has  been  very 
variable — heavy  rain,  cold  and  strong  north-east 
winds,  and  sport  as  variable  as  the  weather.  Very 
good  catches  have  been  recorded,  but  little  done 
with  the  fly,  and  that  little  among  the  grayling  and 
the  dace.  Messrs.  E.  Tyler,  Jones,  Thompson,  and 
H.  Smith  have  done  well  among  the  chub,  and  roach 
have  taken  maggot,  paste,  and  creed  wheat  fairly 
well.  Mr.  H.  Tyler  had  a  very  fine  basket  of 
roach  on  Sept.  14  in  the  Severn  below  Kempsey  ; 
heaviest  lib.  7oz. — a  very  fine  fiah  which  is  being  set 
up  for  the  show  cases  in  the  Victoria  Institute.  The 
Evesham  Jolly  Gardeners'  Angling  Society  held  theic 
sixth  annual  competition  on  the  Avon  at  Offenham 
in  very  adverse  weather,  the  wind  blowing  almost  a 
gale  the  whole  of  the  time.  Sport  very  indifferent. 
The  successful  members  were  as  follows  : — First  prize 
(£1  5s.)  and  challenge  cup,  Mr.  W.  Rock  ;  second  (153.), 
Mr.  H.  Wheatley;  third  (lOs.),  Mr.  Browning;  fourth 
(given  by  Mr.  Brearley),  Mr.  F.  Hale;  sixth  (given 
by  Mr.  Whitford),  Mr.  Nelson  Cook.  Mr.  Rock, 
in  addition  to  first  prize,  won  the  sweepstakes. 
The  Upton-upon-Severn  Saturday  contest  resulted  as. 
follows  :  1st,  Mr.  A.  Coombe  ;  2nd,  Mr.  A.  Woodward  ; 
3rd,  Mr.  C.  Oakley ;  4th,  Mr.  G.  Weston.  The  winners 
of  the  Wednesday  contest  were :  1st,  Mr.  C.  Evans ; 
2nd,  Mr.  W.  Walton;  3rd,  Mr.  H.  Jones;  4th,  Mr. 
W.  Oakley.  The  bye-contest  among  the  whole  of  the 
Worcester  and  District  angling  clubs  came  off  on 
Saturday  (Sept.  13)  in  the  Severn,  at  the  Ketch  Inn, 
two  miles  below  the  city,  the  ground  being  pegged 
out  by  Mr.  R.  Wingfield,  and  Host  Blake,  of  the  Ketch 
Inn.  There  were  nine  prizes  left  from  the  inter-club 
contest  at  Wyre  a  fortnight  previous,  and  they  were  all 
won,  a  number  of  fish  coming  to  the  scales  just  under 
the  3oz.  limit. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  competition  of  the  Amalgamated  Anglers  for 
Mr.  G.  D.  Paber's  cup  on  Saturday  (Sept.  13)  was 
participated  in  by  one  hundred  and  nineteen  rodmen, 
who  comprised  seven  members  drawn  from  each  of  the 
seventeen  clubs  entered,  the  ground  occupied  on 
the  Ouse  banks  being  from  Pulford  to  near  the 
Sewage  Works  at  Naburn,  a  distance  of  about  a 
mile  and  three-quarters.  Great  difficulties  were 
experienced  by  reason  of  the  river  having,  for  some 
reason  or  other,  been  lowered  nearly  three  feet,  which 
obliged  many  of  the  competitors  to  stand  ankle  deep 
in  mud.  There  were  others  who  preferred  to  abandon 
the  competition  rather  than  submit  to  the  inconveni- 
ence. The  George  the  Fourth  contingent  of  "  crack 
anglers"  proved  the  winners,  their  weight  of  fish 
being  61b.  lOoz. ;  second,  Clifton,  51b.  12oz ;  third, 
the  Yorkshire  Herald,  51b.  3Joz. ;  fourth.  Cattle 
Market.  The  gold  medal  for  the  bast  individual 
catch  was  won  by  Mr.  G.  Blanchard,  of  the  York 
Melbourne  Club,  with  21b.  6oz,  The  Sportsman 
Angling  Society  fished  their  last  match  of  the  season 
at  EUerton,  and  experienced  very  clear  and  low  water, 
with  a  strong  breeze.  The  results,  however,  were 
very  satisfactory.  Twenty-nine  prize-winners  were 
headed  by  W.  Wyrill,  with  31b.  15foz. ;  J.  Foster  was 
second,  and  G.  Raw  third.  Lawrence  Street  Working 
Men's  Club  journeyed  to  Scoreby  for  their  competition, 
finding  the  river  in  good  condition,  but  a  troublesome 
wind  blowing.  Plenty  of  gudgeon  were  found,  but 
the  catch  chiefly  consisted  of  good  sample  roach.  R. 
Holstock  was  at  the  head,  and  T.  Fowler,  fourth  on 
the  list,  took  the  prize  for  the  largest  fish.  The 
Haxby  Road  Working  Men's  Club  held  their  third 
match  at  Kirk  Hammerton  Hall,  by  permission  of 
Mr.  Stany forth,  and  the  outing  proved  most  enjoyable. 
R.  Hinds  led  the  winners.  Newton-on-Ouse  supplied 
the  fishing  ground  for  the  York  Adult  School  A. A., 
when  W.  Backhouse  did  the  best  and  W.  Atkinson 
hooked  the  largest  fish.  A  trout  measuring  22  inches 
long  by  14  inches  in  girth  was  caught  in  the  river 
Hull  at  Arram,  near  Beverley,  on  Monday,  Sept.  15, 
by  Mr.  Witty,  butcher  ;  it  weighed  51b.  33z.,  a  rod  and 
line  being  used  in  the  capture.  In  the  Derwent  at 
Malton,  the  Fitzwilliam  Angling  Society  fished  a 
match  on  Saturday,  Sept.  13,  the  catches  being  rather 
light,  but  the  members  greatly  enjoyed  the  sport. 
Jas.  Wray,  D.  Jackson,  and  J.  Wilson  took  the  first, 
second,  and  third  prizes,  the  special  prize  for  the 
biggest  fish  going  to  J.  Wray,  and  that  for  the  best 
specimen  fish  to  J.  Wilson. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Generally  speaking,  the  weather  has  been  favourable 
enough  for  angling  since  last  notes,  but  too  rough  at 
times  for  lake  fishing.  At  Waterville  sport  continues 
on  Lough  Currane,  but  is  improving  at  time  of  writing. 
On  the  Waterville  upper  lakes  fair  sport  has  been  had 
by  many  anglers  at  sea-trout,  and  the  brown  trout 
fishing  on  those  waters  has  been  generally  of  a  good 
description,  though  no  heavy  fish  were  had.    On  the 
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AN^3   JSyR^   HOTELS,   FISHINO   QUARTERS,  &o. 


FOX  AND  HOU  HOTEL, 

Egrgesfc.  d,  i*  Devon. 

St  LOOTING    ,.f  liSHING  FREE  to 
HOTEL  CtI  'SSTS.    Twenty  miles  pre- 
■»ater — Mid  Taw  and  Little  Dart. 


WILLIAM  LITTLEWORTH,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CROES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 
Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lalte  and 
river  Crygill.  Sd.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  beat  for  sport  in  the  early  montlis.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tarilT,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


BOFtr>E  R  ESK, 
Langholm. 

FISHIX^a   QVARTERS  : 

ESKDALE  HOTEL 

(Temperance). 
SEND   FOR  TAE.IFF. 

WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor. 


LOCH  ASSYNT.  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INCHNADAMPH  HOTEL 

EXCELLENT  FREE  FISHING.  — 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout— on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing 
on  River  Inver.  Boats.  Experienced 
Gillies.  Fishing  Tackle.  Posting.  Route 
—Rail  to  Invershin,  where  carriage  will 
be  in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inohnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HABT  MOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  eatabllshed  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  vlsltore 
in  Hotel  at  58.  per  day.  Billiards;  Posting: 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters  ol  Ul.V. 
<fcc.— Address,  Proprietor. 

LOUGH  MASK. 

THE  BEST  KKEE  FISHINCi  IN  IRELAND. 
Either  Ely  Fishing  or  Trulliiig  for  large  Trout 
and  bi"  Pike  ;  now  is  the  time  to  get  the  big 
ones.  °Here  you  can  get  the  benefit  of  your 
holidays  ;  your  time  is  not  wasted,  you  are  right 
on  the  spot  (house  within  thirty  yards  of  lough). 
Also  some  Wild  Bird  Shooting  is  to  be  got  on 
lough  Mask.  Daily  mail  to  the  house.  Nearest 
station  :  Ballinrobe,  Midland  G.  W.  Good 
accommodation,  experienced  lioatnien,  moderate 
charges.— For  terms,  apply  to  Pat  Summerville, 
Kilbride  Lodge,  Clonbur,  co.  Gal  way.  


THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OF  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

Can  be  obtained  from  the  PublUhers, 
Price  88.  6d. 

London:  Sampson  Low.  Marston  &  Co..  Iin 


ENGLISH   TACKLE  MAKERS 

will  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  in 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon, 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalongc,  and  other  fishing; 
and  accounts  of  anglin(^  waters.  The  other 
departments  are :  Shootmg,  Natural  History, 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WEEKLY.  ILLUSTRATED. 
FOREIGN  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  $S  per  YEAR. 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &  CO., 
23,  Finch   Lane   Cornhill,  London. 

ADDKIiSS — 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO 
New  York,  IJ.  S.  A. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


Only  6  hoars'  rail  from  London, 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.     En  pension  terms 
only  lOSt  6d.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswefltry, 


4^  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


PORTH  HOTEL, 


Si  WJLUES. 


FREE  to  Visitors.  All  netting  stopped  for  season  in  August.  September  and 
October  are  the  best  months  for  Salmon  Pishing.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on 
draught  and  in  bottles.    Billiards  and  Posting. 

Inclusive  Terms,  9s.  a  day.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


Swat  Holel  jeM,  Woicesteislilre. 

HY.  HABDEMAN,  Proprietor. 


FREE  FISHING 


in 


for  Visitors  staying 
Hotel. 


LOCH  KATRINE— STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautilully  situated  in  the  heart 
of  Rob  Eoy's  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Gregor  being  in  close  proximity, 
and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  fishing  is  free  on  loch  Katrine,  loch  Chon,  and 
several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel ;  excellent  boats  and  experienced  boatmen  are 
kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and  Trossachs 
and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or  by  Aberfoyle 
and  Trossachs  and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and  steamers  by  these 
routes  during  the  season.    Post  and  telegraph  office  in  hotel. 

DONALD  FERGUSON,  Proprietor. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  TAY,  KILLIN,  N.B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitora ;  charges : 
£1  per  Salmon.  Pishing  opened  15th 
January.  For  Boats,  apply  to  H.  J. 
Maibbt,  Elllin  Hotel,  Eillin,  N.B. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pilce  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland — Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1^  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 

INNSBRUCK. 

The  lovely  Capital  of  Tyrol.  Ideal  Health 
iind  Pleasure  Resort.  Good  Fisliing.  Charming 
Excursions.  Delightful  Climate.  English 
Church. 

HOTEL  TYROL 

C.  LANDSEE,  Proprietor. 


PROPERTIES  with  FISHINGS. 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  be 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  in- 
cluding salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishings, 
should  advertise  the  same  in 

^be  Jfisbing  (Bajettc, 

Established  1876. 
Entirely  devoted  to  Angling. 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper 

Address  the  Proprietors— 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO., 

Limited, 

St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINOSBBIDGE.  S.  DEVON. 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendancei 
8s.  6d.  per  day.  FISHING  for  Pike: 
Perch  and  Budd,  including  boats  and  bait 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Fishing. 

W.  VICKEEY,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Bendon,  Sfiddleaex, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  ol  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  statloni.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  of  Fibh. 


Pike,  18  inch. 

Chub,  7  inch. 

Rudd,  6  inch. 

Tench,  8  inch. 
Bottom  Fishing 
Jack  Fishing 


Bream,  10  Inch. 

Dace,  6  Inch. 

Perch,  8  Inch. 

Gudgeon,  i  Inch. 
...     per  day  1/0 
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THE  CELEBRATED 

FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 


OUT  OF  SIGHT  AND  SOUND  OF  RAILWAY.?. 


An  ideal  spot,     Close  to  Hindhead,  with  most 
charming  surroundings. 

Boating ,  Puntinff,  and  Sailing  on  own 
Private  Lake  in   front  of   Hotel  : 
2  miles  in  Circumference, 

EXCELLENT  FISHING  on  LAKE  or  STREAM. 

FAMOUS  FOR  AUTUMN  &  WINTER  PIKE  FISHING. 

About  1000  acres  of  Good  Mixed  .Shooting 
available  to  residents. 


Board  and  Residence  from  3  grs.  per  week 
Inclusive.   Everything:  supplied  of  Best 
Possible  Quality.  Moderate  Prlees. 

Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses. 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 


Xtiriff  foruxtrded  on  application, 

O.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor, 
Telegrams:  "  Grifflths,  Frensham  Pond,  Surrey." 


GOOD  LAKE  AND  RIVER 
FISHING 

(Salmon,  Trout,  Pike.  Perch,  Eels) 
at  a  nominal  eost. 

SWAN  HOTEL 

THORNTHWAITE,  KESWICK. 

Three  minutes  from  lake.   Splendidly  situated ; 
one  of  the  finest  views  in  lake  district  from  the 
hoteL    Terms,  6s.  6d.  per  day,  or  2  guineas  per 
week.   Special  terms  for  fishermen. 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Particu- 
lars on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor, 

LOUGH  CONN  HOTEL  (ERREN  HOUSE), 

Crossmolina,  Baillina. 

First-class  SALMON  and  TROUT  FISHING  on 
this  famous  lough  free.  This  Hotel  is  charmingly 
situated  as  a  resort  for  Anglers  and  Family 
Parties.  High-class  catering  ;  superior  accom- 
modation, comprising  bathrooms  supplied  with 
hot  and  cold  water,  private  sitting-rooms,  &c. 
Moderate  tariff.  Enquiry  solicited.  Apply— 
MAURICE  J.  FITZGERALD. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Eabl  op  Carnabvon 
(rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


LOCHMADDY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  UlSTi 

Best  Fishing  in  Hebrides  for  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Brown  Trout.  Over  50  loclis. 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  from 
25th  February  till  end  of  October. 
Excellent  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  on  all , 
lochs.  Drawing  and  smoking  room8,  '• 
Hot,  cold,  and  salt  water  baths.  Posting.  < 
Daily  mails  via  Oban,  Mallaig,  and  Inver-  ^ 
ness.  Telegraph  office.  Good  golf  oourat  < 
short  drive  from  Hotel. 

D.  MACFADYEN. 


ST.  MAGNOS  HOTEL  AND  FISHINGS, 

HILLSWICK,  SHETLAND. 

Steamers  from  Leith  and  Aberdeen  to 
Shetland,  Eive  Times  Weeklij, 

There  are  over  20  fresli  water  lochs  in  the 
district  containing  trout,  and  the  fishing:  is  free. 
There  is  also  fine  sea  fishing  within  haif-a-mile 
of  the  Hotel,  where  boats  are  provided.  The 
scenery  in  tlie  neighbourliood  of  Hillswick  U 
considered  to  be  the  finest  in  the  Britisli  Isles, 
and  the  climate  is  mild  and  pleasant.  Board 
(including  Bedroom)  per  Week,  £3  3s.  For 
particulars  and  dates  of  Sailing,  apply  to  the 
Manager,  North  of  Scotland  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Aberdeen. 


FISHING.       GOLF.  SHOOTING. 

Udny  Anns,  Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

Under  distin^ished  patronage.   The  Crown  Prince  if 

Siam  ;  the  Nobility  and  Gentry. 
This  Hotel,  situated  near  the  estuary  of  the 
river  Ythan,  so  much  famed  for  its  Sea  Trout  i 
Fishings,  is  an  ideal  anglers'  rendezvous  and 
recuperating  home.  Bracing  air,  pure  water, 
and  good  sanitation.  Accommodation — for  Sep- 
tember— not  nearly  equal  to  demand.  Rooms 
booked  in  the  order  applied  for.  Fine  Golf 
Course.  Tariff  moderate.  Further  particulars 
from  proprietor,  .T.  RITCHIE.  Telegrams : 
"Ritchie,  Newburgh,  Aberdeen."  Extract  from 
visitors'  book — "  The  sea  trout  fishing  here  from 
the  bank  is  as  good  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with 
in  Norway,  Ireland,  or  elsewhere." 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing'  in  the  Avon  or  Stour. 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Observer  &  Gbronicle  for  Hants  &  Dors 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"Wanted"  advts.,  25  words  for  prepaid. 
Address :  "Observer "Offiee. Bournemouth 
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Kerry  rivers  matters  have  been  very  dull,  owing  to 
low  waters.  Some  rain  has  fallen,  but  not  enough  to 
materially  alter  the  condition  of  the  waters.  Salmon 
are  reckoned  numerous  in  all  the  principal  rivers,  and 
should  give  good  sport  when  rain  takes  place.  At 
Glencar  and  Carsgh  fishing  has  been  decidedly  poor 
at  salmon,  but  fair  brown  trout  fishing  has  been 
had  at  those  places  on  favourable  days,  but  the  fish, 
as  a  rule,  were  nmall.  On  the  small  Kerry  mountain 
lakes  small  brown  trout  continue  to  give  good  sport. 
The  best  baskets  were  had  on  Loughnabricdarrig 
(Anglice — "  Lake-of-the-red-trout ")  both  as  regards 
nvunber  and  size.  The  principal  Cork  rivers  still  open 
for  angling  have  yielded  fair  sport  at  salmon,  and  sea- 
trout  gave  good  sport  very  often  on  those  waters  that 
contain  those  fish.  The  autumn  floods  are  very  long 
in  coming  this  year,  at  least  in  the  south  of  Ireland, 
and  when  they  come  it  is  expected  they  will  come  big. 
Good  sport  is  looked  forward  to  then.  Sea  anglers  have 
done  very  well  at  all  the  principal  stations  in  Cork  and 
Kerry,  but  during  the  last  few  days  no  angling  was 
practicable  in  the  open  bays  owing  to  harsh  winds  and 
a  rough  sea.  Mackerel,  pollack,  whiting,  grey  gurnard, 
scad,  and  bream  have  been  taking  well  on  favourable 
days.  Eock  fishing  is  suspended  for  the  present  at 
most  places  owing  to  high  tides  and  rough  weather. 


WHITEFISH  ON  THE  FLY. 


Mb.  Chambeks'  comments  on  the  subject  of  catching 
whitefish  [Coregonus  albus)  on  the  fiy  in  Forest  and 
Stream  for  August  23  indicate  that  those  of  us  who  are 
fond  of  the  sport  have  not  written  enough  about  it.  I 
never  think  of  going  into  a  whitefish  country  without 
having  a  lot  of  flies  for  this  particular  sort  of  fishing, 
and  it  is  no  trouble  at  all  to  teach  a  tractable  man  how 
the  thing  ia  done.  The  only  difficulty  is  in  finding  the 
tractable  man.  The  way  to  get  whitefish  is  to  go  out 
in  the  morning  or  evening  when  the  school  of  back-fins 
is  rippling  the  water  in  quiet  bays  and  the  fish  are 
"on  the  feed."  Put  about  six  No.  14  flies  on  the 
leader ;  no  matter  what  colour  or  form  of  fly,  so  long 
as  the  number  is  14.  Cast  the  collection  among  the 
circling  fins,  and  do  not  move  the  cast.  Let  it  sink 
for  a  mile  below  the  surface  if  necessary,  but  keep  it 
still.  When  the  cast  is  really  near  the  bottom,  draw 
it  back  gently  and  make  another  cast. 

I  have  often  had  two  or  three  whitefish  on  at  one 
time,  and  of  an  aggregate  weight  that  no  trout-rod 
would  stand,  excepting  for  the  fact  that  all  two  or 
three  of  the  fish  usually  get  oS  promptly.  It  is  almost 
impossible  for  the  average  angler  to  resist  the  tempta- 
tion to  move  his  cast  and  to  evolve  out  of  his  inner 
consciousness  a  kind  of  whitefish  that  likes  to  chase 
after  a  fly.  I  have  even  found  it  difficult  to  persuade 
a  fisherman  in  my  own  canoe  to  do  the  thing  right, 
even  when  the  fish  were  after  my  flies  like  ducks  after 
a  panful  of  corn.  I  bought  a  lot  of  No.  14  flies 
yesterday,  and  at  about  the  time  that  this  is  being 
read  there  will  be  some  fat  whitefish  sizzling  over  the 
camp  fire. 

Mr.  Hough  kindly  gave  me  the  names  of  some 
guides  in  the  muskellunge  country  in  Wisconsin, 
and  when  I  wrote  to  them  they  asked  me  to  come 
tight  on,  and  said  that  they  had  comfortable  houses, 
good  roads,  and  telephones.  I  shied  at  that  worse 
than  a  colt  at  sight  of  an  automobile,  and  planned  a 
trip  from  Northern  Minnesota  into  Manitoba,  and  out 
at  Rat  Portage,  where  I  can  get  wet  and  cold  and 
hungry,  and  not  hear  anything  like  a  telephone  nearer 
than  the  howl  of  a  wolf  at  night. — Robebt  T.  Mobbis 
in  Forest  and  Stream. 


FISH  UNFIT  FOR  FOOD  CONDEMNED 
IN  AUGUST. 


DcBiNG  last  month  the  officers  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food  152  tons 
8  cwts.  of  fish  at  Billingsgate  Market,  representing 

1  ton  in  about  133  tons,  and  3  tons  at  Shadwell 
Market.  The  weight  of  fish  delivered  during  August 
at  and  near  Billingsgate  Market  was  20,297  tons,  of 
which  16,104  tons  arrived  by  land  and  4133  tons  were 
delivered  by  water ;  and  at  Shadwell  the  total  delivery 
was  99  tons  by  land.  Among  the  fish  condemned  at 
Billingsgate  were  : — Bream ;  catfish  ;  cod ;  crabs  (12 
cwts.  2  qrs.) ;  eels  (13  cwts.)  ;  dorees ;  escallops ; 
gurnets  (18  cwts.) ;  haddocks  (31  tons  16  cwts) ;  hake  ; 
herrings  (5  tons  IG  cwts.) ;  kippers  (1  ton  13  cwts.  3 
qrs.);  ling;  lobsters  (17  cwts.  1  qr.)  ;  mackerel  (I 
ton  5  cwts.) ;  mullets ;  mussels  (13  tons  2  cwts.)  ; 
oysters ;  periwinkles  (4  tons  12  cwts.)  ;  plaice  (19  tons 

2  qrs.) ;  salmon  ;  shrimps  (5  tons  2  cwts.) ;  skate  (9 
tons  4  cwts.  1  qr.) ;  smelts ;  whelks  (8  tons  11  cwts.) ; 
whitebait ;  whiting  (42  tons) ;  and  witches  (4  tons  1 

-  cwt.).  J.  Weench  Towse. 

Fishmongers' Hall,  E.G., 
Sept.  12, 1902. 


Amkricar  Books. — A  Catalogue  of  American  books  In  varloua 
aepartmenta  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  MarstOD 
•no  Qo.,  Limited,  fit.  I^unstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


P.  T.  S. — You  can  only  fish  the  Ruislip  Reservoir 
through  a  subscriber,  who  has  the  power  to  take  a 
friend  for  a  day.  The  subscription  is  £10  lOs.  per 
year.  The  Welsh  Harp  Fishery,  at  Hendon,  is  open 
to  anglers  paying  Is.  per  day  for  bottom  fishing ;  for 
pike  fishing  23.  6d.  per  day.  The  Elstree  Reservoir 
can  also  be  fished  by  day  ticket. 


of  a  gentleman  at  Lewishara  to  whom  I  sent  it — a 
Mr.  H.  T.  Stainton,  who  very  kindly  replied  thus  : — 

"  Sib, — Your  insect  is  Sirex  gi'jas,  one  of  the  Suir 
flies.  The  larva  feeds  in  the  wood  of  fir  trees.  It 
is  mentioned  at  page  2.33  of  '  Dallas'  Elements  of 
Entomology.'  " 

Hoping  the  foregoing  will  be  of  use  to  "  Mona,"  who 
inquires  after  further  information  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Sept.  6. — Yours  sincerely,       P.  Alison. 

Redditch. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebftor. 

{We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 

DRESSING,  ETC.,  OP  "SIREX  GIGAS" 
WANTED. 

Sib,— Can  any  of  your  readers  give  some  informa- 
tion relative  to  this  curious  insect  ?  About  twenty- 
two  years  ago  I  caught  one  in  a  garden  here.  It  was 
in  marking  and  colour  exactly  like  a  wasp,  but  much 
larger,  and  had  a  long  horn  projecting  from  its  head 
like  a  unicorn.  I  sent  a  sketch  of  it  to  the  Field  at 
the  time  and  was  informed  that  it  was  Sirex  gigas. 

As  I  have  never  heard  of  one  since  (until  your 
recent  mention),  and  as  those  entomological  works 
which  I  have  scanned  give  little  concerning  this 
insect,  I  should  imagine  it  to  be  very  rare.  My 
specimen  was  alive  at  time  of  capture. — Yours  truly, 

Sheffield.  A.  S.  D. 

[Dr.  Boas,  in  his  "Text  Book  of  Zoology"  (London: 
Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.),  says  : — "  Closely  allied 
are  the  wood-wasps,  genus  Sirex,  etc.  (Urocerida),  in 
which  the  abdomen  is  long,  cylindrical,  and  provided 


WRASSE  FISHING  IN  SWEDEN. 

Dbab  Mb.  Mabston, — I  was  so  much  struck  by  Mr. 
Aflalo's  description  of  his  new  rod  rest  for  boat  fishing 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  2  that  I  got  Parlow's 
to  send  me  one  out  here,  and  I  now  write  to  tell  you 
that  I  am  delighted  with  it,  and  find  it  most  con- 
venient and  useful.  The  vice,  or  clamp,  with  which  it 
is  fixed  does  not  open  far  enough  to  allow  of  its  being 
fixed  on  the  wide  gunwale  of  the  sea-fishing  boats 
here,  but  I  can  generally  manage  to  push  one  end  of 
the  clamp  into  one  of  the  holes  for  the  thole-pins  and 
to  screw  up  tight  against  the  side  of  the  gunwale. 

I  have  been  having  some  excellent  wrasse  fishing  at 
some  rocks  about  four  miles  out  at  sea  off  Marstrand  ; 
the  best  known  of  these  are  called  the  "  Paternoster 
Rocks,"  because  they  are  so  dangerous  that  in  former 
times,  when  Sweden  did  not  possess  such  excellent 
nautical  charts  as  she  does  now,  the  sailors  used  to 
fall  down  on  their  knees  and  say  their  "  Paternosters  " 
when  nearing  these  rocks. 

The  tackle  I  used  was  (appropriately  to  the  place)  a 
gut  "  Paternoster " ;  the  wrasse  averaged,  I  should 
say,  about  IJlb.  each,  and  the  largest  I  have  yet  taken 
weighed  2Hb.    I  once  had  two  on  at  once  weighing 


Professor  Corfikld  Weasse  Fibhlng  in  Sweden — Using  Mb.  P.  G.  Aflalo's  New  Rod  Rest. 


with  a  longer  ovipositor,  whilst  in  other  respects  they 
resemble  the  Tenthredinidce ;  the  larvje  live  in  wood, 
in  which  they  gnaw  long  winding  passages ;  they  are 
blind,  whitish  animals,  with  three  pairs  of  short 
thoracic  legs,  but  no  prolegs."  Mr.  A.  W.  Lloyd 
kindly  sends  me  the  following  information  : — 

Deab  Me.  Marston, — My  brother  has  handed  me 
your  letter.  Sirex  gigas  is  not  very  rare,  though 
hardly  common  in  this  country,  but  now  and  then 
turns  up  in  numbers.  It  is  quite  common  on  the 
Continent,  and  is  destructive  to  fir  trees.  For  refer- 
ences see  :  (1)  Westwood's  "  Modern  Classification  ,'of 
Insects,"  vol.  ii.,  page  114,  under  old  name  ( Uroceridce) ; 
(2)  "  The  Cambridge  Natural  History,"  by  Dr.  Sharp, 
vol.  i.,  pages  507,  508  ;  (3)  "  Kirby  and  Spence,"  vol.  i., 
page  233,  give  an  interesting  little  story  about  !it.  I 
can  -give  you  other  references  if  these  are  not  full 
enough,  though  I  think  "  Westwood  "  and  "  Cambridge 
Natural  History"  will  give  you  enough.  Let  me 
know  if  I  can  be  of  any  further  service  to  you. — Yours 
truly,  A.  W.  Lloyd. 

I  have  never  seen  a  rise  of  Sirex  gigas,  and,  judging 
from  its  irelatives,  am  not  particularly  anxious  to  do 
80. — Ed,] 


"SIREX  GIGAS." 

Dear  Sib, — There  was  a  splendid  specimen  of  the 
above  caught  here  in  the  month  of  August  in  1886. 
It  was  brought  to  me  by  a  local  angler  (John  Andrews) 
to  see  if  I  could  give  it  a  name.  I  could  not,  never 
having  seen  one  before.  I  sent  it  to  Mr.  Wm.  Sang, 
of  Barnard  Castle,  author  of  the  "  Anglers'  Pocket 
Dictionary  of  Trout  Flies  and  their  Synonyms,"  being, 
like  myself,  a  trout  fisher's  entomologist,  only  he 
could  not  tell  me  what  it  was,  but  gave  me  the  address 


together  4Jlb.  They  are  very  strong  and  give  excellent 
sport  with  rod  and  fine  line. 

On  my  best  day  I  caught  nfty-five  fine  wrasse  and 
one  small  one  (returned),  besides  eleven  codling,  one 
mackerel,  two  horse  mackerel,  and  two  pouting ; 
thirteen  of  the  wrasse  weighed  from  21b.  to  2 Jib.  each. 
My  two  fishermen  (fishing  in  turns)  caught  twenty- 
one  wrasse,  besides  some  codling,  etc.  They  had  at 
first  rather  ridiculed  my  tackle,  but  this  day  convinced 
them  of  the  advantages  of  it. 

Among  the  wrasse  I  caught  was  one  of  the  rare  and 
gorgeous  blue  variety,  which  I  have  sent  to  Cooper's 
to  be  set  up,  and  which  I  am  glad  to  hear  has  arrived 
there  safely.  I  have  never  seen  this  variety  in  English 
waters,  but  I  have  not  caught  many  wrasse  in  them, 
for  as  John  Bickerdyke  says  in  his  "  Angling  in  Salt 
Water,"  "  Wrasse  are  not  often  specially  fished  for," 
in  England,  at  any  rate.  If  it  would  interest  you  I 
shall  be  happy  to  lend  you  a  water-colour  sketch  I 
have  made  of  an  exceptionally  beautiful  specimen  of 
the  blue  wrasse  which  one  of  my  fishermen  caught  on 
Sept.  7.  Curiously  enough  these  rare  blue  ones  are  all, 
or,  at  any  rate,  almost  all,  of  the  same  size  (12oz.  to 
14oz.),  and  I  have  only  heard  one  fisherman  here  aver 
that  he  has  seen  larger  ones.  May  it  be  my  lot  to 
catch  a  larger  one  before  I  leave  this  delightful  spot ! 

I  enclose  a  photo  showing  the  boat  I  have  btea  out 
in,  with  its  occupants,  and  the  rod  rest  on  the  gunwale 
(it  is  seen  by  my  side  and  just  in  front  of  the  fisherman 
who  is  holding  the  landing-net).  This  photo  was,  of 
course,  not  taken  on  the  fishing  water  but  in  the 
harbour,  and  the  castle  and  church  of  Marstrand  are 
seen  in  the  background. — Y'ours  faithfully, 

W.  H.  COEFIELD,  M.D. 

Tourist  Hotellet,  Marstrand, 
Goteborg,  Sweden, 
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SALMON  ANI' 
NO,- 

Dear  Sir,—"  Welf » 
Sept.  C,  "  Where  to 
in  North  Wales," 
fishing  is  not  to  br- 
years'  fishinfr,  a-  ..^ 
Dovcy  'vcs  a'     ;l  the  . 


'   JUT  FISHING  IN 
f  WALES. 

'  I's"  query  in  your  issue  of 
jod  salmon  and  trout  fishing 
her  a  laoser.    Good  salmon 
sily.    After  about  twenty 
>rth  Wales,  I  think  the 
Lxver — but  alas  and  alack  I 


the 


HT  c'  th  fishing  and  the  club  authorities  have 
","  over  that  horrid  bugbear  of  modern  life, 
money,  and  the  club  is  now  no  more.  I  have  had 
good  sport  on  the  Teifi  (Lampeter  is  a  good  place),  and 
again  in  Radnorshire,  but  if  your  correspondent  wants 
a  nice  country  place,  amidst  charming  scenery  and 
surroundings,  I  would  draw  his  attention  to  the  Dee 
at  Corwen.  The  river  there  is  very  beautiful,  traversing 
the  far-famed  Eudeirion  valley,  and  the  fishing,  if  not 
(as  regards  salmon)  good,  is  by  no  means  bad.  The 
trouting  is  above  the  average  Welsh  river,  the  first 
two  months  lly,  afterwards  worm  and  minnow  best, 
especially  the  latter ;  average  weight  about  Jib., 
although  there  are  plenty  of  pounders  and  larger. 
The  grayling  fishing  is  of  the  two  better,  there  being 
plenty  of  fish,  the  average  being  perhaps  nearer  Jib. 
than  Jib.  I  may  mention  that  they  are  very  shy, 
particularly  the  trout,  and  require  some  catching, 
after  the  immediate  opening  of  the  season. 

If  "Welshman  "  is  not  above  the  humble  pike  and 
perch  (not  to  mention  big  eels)  he  will  find  them  there, 
and  I  fancy  he  might  do  far  worse  than  hunt  from 
Cynwd  down  the  river,  through  Corwen  to  Garrog 
(where  the  association  water  ends)  for  a  place  to  settle. 

As  fishing  goes  nowadays,  to  a  man  of  modest 
means  the  above  stretch  of  water  is  not  to  be  despised, 
and  though  it  has  been  my  fortune  to  fish  far  and 
wide  on  many  a  stream  and  tarn,  I  know  no  prettier 
spot  on  a  bright  frosty  day  than  some  of  the  reaches 
on  this  old  river — flowing  so  gently  on  through  the 
valley  with  its  wooded  hills  rising  to  the  skies  on  either 
side,  and  brightly  smiling  'neath  the  winter  sun— 
whether  grayling  or  pike  be  your  quest.  The  associa- 
tion has  preserved  the  water  for  upwards  of  twenty 
years,  and  issue  season  tickets  for  trout,  grayling,  pike, 
etc.,  at  £1,  and  for  anglers,  bond  fide  residing  within 
three  miles  of  the  town  of  Corwen,  for  salmon  and 
sea-trout  in  addition  at  £3. — Yours  truly. 

Golden  Grouse. 
P.S. — I  may  state  I  have  taken  grayling  in  the 
Corwen  preserves  over  2lb.  on  rare  occasions. 


FISHING  IN  NORTH  WALES. 

Dear  Sir, — If  "  Welshman,"  in  your  issue  of  Sept.  6, 
applies  to  the  Proprietress,  Waterloo  Hotel,  Bettws-y- 
Coed,  he  will  get  all  information  respecting  fishing, 
etc.,  and  I  may  say  that  both  the  rivers  Conway  and 
Lledr  abound  with  salmon  and  sewin  this  season,  in 
fact  ithe  oldest  inhabitants  do  not  recollect  such  a 
one. — Yours  truly,  T.  W.  Evans. 

P.S. — There  are  also  a  number  of  trout  streams  in 
the  neighbourhood  which  provide  excellent  sport. 


GOOD  PIKE  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell  me 
where  I  can  get  good  pike  fishing,  and  also  accommoda- 
tion at  a  moderate  cost.  I  should  prefer  the  east  coast 
of  England,  and  during  October,  November,  and 
December.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours 
truly,  G.  Standish-Jackson. 

Sherbiton  Farm,  Princetown,  Dartmoor. 


FISHING  ON  LOCH  MAREE,  ROSS-SHIRE. 

Sir, — May  I  ask  some  of  your  readers  who  know 
Loch  Maree  to  kindly  tell  me  if  it  would  be  worth  my 
while  to  go  there  for  sea-trout  towards  the  end  of 
September  and  during  October,  or  is  it  too  late  for 
good  fishing '? 

To  which  of  the  three  hotels  should  I  go  ?  Sea- 
trout  no  doubt  would  be  "  working  up  "  at  that  time  ; 
but  possibly  about  the  islands  near  Loch  Maree  Hotel 
there  may  be  better  sport. 

Are  the  expenses  similar  to  the  usual  charges  of  the 
Highland  fishing  hotels;  and  is  it  comfortably  prac- 
ticable to  use  the  mail  coach  from  Auchnasheen 
■without  meeting  the  terrible  returning  west  coast  sea 
fishers  ? — Yours  truly,  F.  S. 


HOW  TO  EXTERMINATE  WATER-LILIES. 

Sir, — Can  any  of  your  numerous  readers  tell  me  the 
best  way  to  get  rid  of  water-lilies  ?  The  Sussex 
Piscatorial  Society,  among  other  waters,  rents  one  of 
about  eighteen  acres,  but  in  the  summer  months  the 
water-lilies  cover  a  great  portion  of  this,  and  they 
appear  to  get  more  dense  year  by  year.  What  should 
be  done  ?— Yours  faithfully,  W.  F.  Booth. 


SOME  OLD  BILLS. 
Dear  Sir, — Re  "stock  fish."  Referring  to  "Old 
Bill's  "  letter  in  your  last  issue,  there  is  no  mystery 
about  this.  Stock  fish  was  a  trade  term  for  split 
salted  cod,  hake,  ling,  and  probably  one  or  two  other 
species  of  fish,  which  were  brought  to  market  when 
dried,  much  like  haddocks  are  now.  The  term  may 
be  still  in  use,  but  I  have  not  heard  it  for  a  long 
period.— Yours  faithfully,  W.  H.  Elsmohe. 


A  FINE  TAKE  OP  CHUB. 

Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  a  photo  of  a  take  of  chub 
which  were  taken  by  two  friends  of  mine  from  one 
hole  in  the  Trent  at  Laneham  on  Nov.  5  last.  There 
were  nineteen  of  them  (the  chub,  I  mean)  taken,  but 
two  were  given  away  before  the  family  group  was 
"  took."  They  went  from  21b.  to  31b.  apiece,  and  were 
a  nice  even  lot. — Yours  truly,  J,  E.  Bland. 

Manchester. 

[Truly  a  splendid  take. — Ed.] 

SEA  FISHING  FROM  THE  SHORE.  

Dear  Sir, — I  am  sending  you  a  photograph  showing 
the  result  of  two  hours'  shore  fishing  by  Clarence  Scott 
at  Littlehampton  on  Aug.  18.  The  catch  consists  of 
eight  bass  and  one  large  eel ;  the  largest  bass  measured 
19J  inches  in  length.  The  peculiarity  about  Mr. 
Scott's  numerous  catches  of  bass,  often  recorded  in 
your  journal,  is  that  he  always  uses  lug  worm  as  bait 
for  these  fish  with  a  two-yard  gut  cast,  and  casting 
from  the  shore  into  the  sea  about  twenty  to  thirty  yards. 
On  Aug.  21  last  year  twenty-four  bass  were  caught  by 
him  in  two  hours  within  seven  yards  of  the  shore. 
Even  as  recently  as  Aug.  12,  1902,  Mr.  Scott  landed  a 
bass  measuring  15J  inches  while  fishing  in  two  feet 
of  water  at  the  same  place.  All  his  bass  have  been 
taken  from  the  shore  between  Norfolk-road  and  the 
Convalescent  Home.  A  good  breeze  from  any  quarter, 
but  N.W.  is  best.  Good  single  salmon  gut  with  two 
hooks  and  a  ledger  lead  essential.  Fishing  should 
commence  two  to  three  hours  before  high  water. 

Mr.  Clarence  Scott  will  be  pleased  to  give  anyone 
full  particulars,  free  of  charge,  in  reference  to  the 
fishing  at  Littlehampton  by  appointment  only  at  his 
residence.  Melody  House,  49,  Kimberley-road,  Stock- 
well,  London,  S.W. — Yours  truly.  Lobster. 


TO  CLEAR  A  LAKE  OP  PIKE. 

Sir, — Could  anyone  tell  me  how  to  get  rid  of  the 
pike  in  a  shallow  loch  some  2J  miles  in  circumference  ? 
I  am  draining  the  loch  as  far  as  is  possible,  which  will 
leave  a  few  pools  of  a  few  acres  each  in  extent,  some 
18  inches  deep.  Trout  are  extinct  in  my  loch,  and 
this  year  in  June  and  July  over  100  pike  were  killed 
on  the  rod,  ranging  from  31b.  to  151b.  All,  or  nearly 
all,  have  one  or  more  young  ducks  inside  them ;  in 
one  case  as  many  as  five  young  ducks  were  taken  from 
one  big  fish.  I  wish  to  destroy  them,  lock,  stock,  and 
barrel,  and  re-establish  trout  if  possible.  Could  I  also 
get  a  market  for  the  fish  alive  as  stock  fish,  as  pike 
fishing  in  England  is  thought  more  of  than  it  is  on 
this  side  the  Tweed. 

[If  the  water  is  entirely  private  and  unconnected 
with  a  stream,  the  pike  could  be  destroyed  by  putting 
some  lime  in  the  water. — Ed.j 


NAILS  FOR  BROGUES. 

Dear  Sir, — In  regard  to  the  letters  re  "  Securing 
Hobnails  in  Brogues  "  we  send  you  a  piece  of  leather 
with  clinched  nails  in  washer  which,  we  think,  we  were 
the  first  to  use  in  this  way.  The  specimen  has  been 
made  up  since  the  year  1876,  in  which  year  we  made 
up  fishing  brogues  with  the  hobnails  fastened  as  in 
the  leather  submitted,  and  have  continued  so  to  use 
them  from  time  to  time,  but  recently  have  been  fixing 
the  nails  in  a  more  secure  way,  and  one  which  does 
not  add  so  much  weight  on  to  the  brogue. — Yours 
truly,  Henry  A.  Murton. 

Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  Newcastle. 

[The  nails  in  the  sample  sent  are  secured  by  passing 
them  through  the  leather,  then  putting  a  copper  disc 
on  and  clinching,  same  as  done  in  the  samples  sent 
by  Mr.  Bowie  and  Messrs.  Hardy.  In  1879  Messrs. 
Fagg  Bros.,  of  the  Haymarket,  showed  me  the  sole  of 
a  brogue  studded  with  nails  clinched  on.  The  nails 
had  a  split  tongue  like  a  paper  fastener,  and  were 
passed  through  the  leather,  the  ends  opened  out  and 
hammered  down — in  fact,  used  as  a  paper  fastener  is. 
Their  customers  spoke  very  highly  of  the  plan. 
But  for  the  ordinary  angler  who  wants  to  replace  a 
brogue  nail  there  is  nothing  better  than  the  screw 
brogue  nail  which  Mr.  Giles  Yarde,  of  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club,  got  Messrs.  Nettlefold,  of  Holborn,  to  make  for 
him  over  twenty  years  ago.  This  brogue  nail  has  a 
short  screw  with  a  large  and  deeply-cut  worm  which 
takes  a  wonderful  hold  on  the  leather  if  carefully  put 
on.  I  have  known  them  last  till  quite  worn  down 
from  use.  The  great  thing  in  brogue  nails  is  that  they 
should  not  penetrate  the  sole  too  far,  or  get  pressed  in 
when  it  is  sodden  with  wet.  Leather  and  other  brogues 
get  very  stiff  and  dry  after  being  put  away  for  a  time, 
and  should  be  soaked  for  a  few  minutes  in  a  bucket 
of  warm  water  before  being  used  again,  which  soon 
makes  them  soft  and  pliant  and  easy  to  put  on. — Ed.] 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2j.  2d.  "The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or.  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"  Athenian"  of  the  Fishing  OaMttte.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
Tills  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2t.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marstoo  and  Co., 
St..DuDBtan'B  Home,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


SPORTi  ON  THE  BANN  AT  TOOME, 
Dear  Sir, — You  may  have  received  a  report  from 
Ireland  on  the  fishing  of  two  Manchester  gentlemen, 
in  the  river  Bann  at  Toome,  relating  to  the  capture  of 
a  161b.  pike  and  a  2|lb.  perch.  Well,  these  weights 
are  not  correct,  of  which  fact  your  correspondent  is 
quite  aware.  The  following  is  an  absolute  correct 
account  of  ten  days'  fishing  by  my  brother  and  self. 
We  caught  in  all  368  fish  as  follows :— 105  pike  and 
jack  (largest  pike,  15Jlb.),  80  trout  (largest,  3lb.  Goz., 
to  the  fly),  and  183  perch  (largest,  lib.  14oz.)  These 
three  specimens  we  are  having  set  up.  The  pike  was 
caught  trolling  the  Phantom  with  a  fly-rod,  and  took 
about  fifteen  minutes  to  land. — Yours  truly, 
Manchester.  Edgar  Duehr. 


FISHING  IN  THE  DEE  AT  CHESTER. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  W.  A.  Croxford,  I 
fear,  will  not  find  much  satisfactory  sport  in  the  Dee 
at  the  city  itself,  but  a  little  further  up,  towards 
Eccleston,  Farndon,  Bangor,  Is-y-Coed,  etc.,  he  will 
get  very  tolerable  general  coarse  fishing,  including 
dace,  roach,  perch,  gudgeon,  eels,  pike,  etc.,  together 
with  small  flounders,  and  on  rare  occasions  a  stray 
trout.  The  fishing  up  to  the  above  villages  is  free,  or 
practically  so,  no  well-conducted  angler  being  inter- 
fered with. — Yours  truly.  Golden  Grouse. 


Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  W.  A. 
Croxford,  re  fishing  in  the  -Dee  at  Chester,  I  may  say 
that  the  fishing  is  absolutely  free  as  far  as  Farndon, 
some  ten  miles  from  here.  There  are  plenty  of  roach, 
bream,  and  pike,  but  the  water  is  very  much  disturbed 
by  boats. — Yours  truly,  H.  Ankers. 

Chester. 


UNVULCANISED  RUBBER  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  correspondents 
tell  me  where  I  can  procure  unvulcanised  rubber  from, 
suited  to  detached  bodied  flies  ?    Shall  be  obliged  by 
information. — Yours  truly,  S.  Dickin. 


LOBSTER  POTS  AS  USED  AT  CROMER. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  inform  me  where  I  oao 
obtain  "  Lobster  Pots  as  used  at  Cromer,"  page  219  of 
"  Letters  to  Young  Sea  Fishers." — Yours  truly, 
Bellevue,  Ferrybank,  J.  R.  Baines. 

Waterford. 

[I  have  had  several  inquiries  of  this  kind,  and  wrote 
to  Cromer,  and  was  informed  that  the  pots  were  not 
made  for  sale.  But  on  turning  to  John  Biokerdyke's 
book  I  find  he  describes  and  gives  measurements  of 
the  Cromer  lobster  pot,  so  there  should  be  no  difficulty 
in  making  them.  See  pages  219  and  220  of  "  Letters 
to  Sea  Fishers." — Ed.] 


SPECIAL  COLOURED  PHANTOMS. 
Dear  Sir, — Being  a  resident  of  Perth  I  occasionally ' 
enjoy  a  day's  trolling  for  salmon  on  the  lower  reaches'' 
of  the  Tay,  fishing  with  the  usual  phantoms — namely, 
Brown  and  Gold,  Black  and  Gold,  etc.    Now,  I  find-' 
that  on  some  days  the  fish  will  have  none  of  my  baits, 
although  changed  at  each  turn  and  submitted  one 
after  another.    Knowing  that  others  are  getting  sport, 
and  that  salmon  have  a  decided  preference  for  certain 
colours  in  certain  conditions  of  water  and  atmosphere, 
I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  I  must  be  using 
the  wrong  colour  of  phantom.    Would  any  of  yonr 
numerous  correspondents  kindly  favour  me  with  some 
assistance  in  this  (to  me)  vexed  question,  and  tell  me 
if  there  are  any  other  colours  that  might  be  tried  with 
success. — Yours  truly,  John  Black. 


TWENTY  YEARS  AFTER. 

Dear  Sir, — Mark  Twain  once  said  in  my  hearing 
that  the  man  who  revisited  old  haunts  after  an 
absence  of  many  years  and  expected  to  find  persons 
and  things  unchanged  was  as  foolish  as  the  schoolboy 
who  put  the  plum  cake  in  his  box  and  imagined  it 
would  improve  by  keeping.  Had  I  remembered  this 
bit  of  quaintly  expressed  philosophy  doubtless  I  should 
have  spared  myself  some  disappointment  when,  after 
nearly  twenty  years'  absence  from  the  old  country,  I 
resumed  my  acquaintance  with  the  Norfolk  Broads. 
From  an  angler's  point  of  view  "  things  is  not  as  they 
used  to  was"  on  the  famous  East  Anglian  lakes. 
Boating  and  yachting  have  enormously  increased,  but, 
worse  still,  steam  launches  puS  ostentatiously  along 
the  dykes  and  across  the  Broads,  and  frighten  the  fisb 
for  yards  around.  Some  places — Irstead  Shoals,  foi 
example — have  been  utterly  ruined  as  fishing  grounds 
by  these  pulsating  nuisances,  and  the  big  bags  whicb 
were  almost  everyday  occurrences  twenty  years  ag( 
now  appear  to  be  as  infrequent  as  angels'  visits. 

Still  I  had  very  fair  sport,  and  to  my  brothe! 
Waltonians,  who  may  contemplate  a  visit  to  thi 
district,  I  can  only  recommend  the  exercise  of  thi 
fisherman's  special  virtue — patience,  and  a  carefu 
study  of  the  weather,  tides,  and  cognate  cDnditions 
Unless  these  are  studied  poor  sport  is  bound  to  follow 
but  if  the  angler  adapts  himself  to  circumstances 
heavy  creel  may  result. — Yours  truly, 

Rhode  Knight. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Death  of  a  Son  of  Eussel  of  the  "  Scotsman  " 
WHILE  Salmon  Fishing. 
My  friend,  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  sends  me  a  notice 
from  the  Weekly  Scotsman  of  the  death  of  Mr.  J. 
S.  Eussel  while  landing  a  salmon  on  the  Dee  at 
Banchory  on  Friday  (Sept.  19).  It  will  be  seen 
from  the  extract  that  Mr.  Eussel  was  a  son  of  the 
famous  angler  and  editor  of  the  Scotsman.  Sudden 
death  is  always  terrible  for  the  relatives  and  friends 
of  the  deceased,  but  for  the  one  who  dies  probably 
it  is  most  merciful.  It  is  only  a  few  weeks  since 
my  friend,  Mr.  Dean  Sage,  of  Albany,  U.S.A.,  fell 
dead  when  salmon  fishing  in  Canada,  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  in  both  these  cases  the  excitement 
of  the  sport  was  too  much  for  a  weak  heart.  But 
death  must  come  to  all,  and  some  may  think  that 
the  moment  of  victory,  in  whatever  field  it  may  be, 
is  not  its  worst  time  by  any  means.  Here  is  the 
account : — 

"  Mr.  John  Somerville  Eussel,  54,  died  suddenly 
from  heart  disease  on  Friday  while  fishing  in 
the  Dee  at  Banchory-.  The  deceased  gentleman, 
who  resided  at  28,  Conduit-street,  London,  was 
a  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Alexander  Eussel,  of  the 
Scotsman.  He  was  residing  at  Blackball  Castle, 
as  the  guest  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay,  and  was  in  the  act 
of  landing  a  fish  at  Saltvats  Pool,  about  three 
hundred  yards  north  of  the  Castle,  when  the  gillie 
who  accompanied  him  observed  him  change  colour, 
and,  running  to  his  assistance,  caught  him  in  his 
arms  before  he  fell.  Mr.  Eussel  expired  in  a  few 
minutes,  and  Dr.  M'Hardy,  who  was  called,  pro- 
nounced death  to  be  due  to  heart  disease,  accelerated 
by  cold  and  excitement.  Mr.  Eussel,  who  was  a 
frequent  visitor  to  Banchory,  was  well-known  in 
the  district." 

Mr.  Tod  rejninds  me  that  some  years  ago  I 
published  a  portrait  group  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Alexander  Eussel,  of  his  son  (just  deceased), 
then  a  boy  in  the  kilt,  with  one  hand  on  his  father's 
knee,  and  with  them  Bertram  and  W,^  C.  Stewart, 
author  of  "  The  I'ractical  Angler,"  and  all  with 
their  rods. 


Trout  Fishing  Wanted  within  Two  Hours  of 
London. 

A  friend  looked  in  the  other  day  to  ask  me  if  I 
could  help  him  to  get  a  bit  of  good  private  trout 
fishing  within  two  hours  or  so  of  London.  He 
wants  to  rent  both  sides.  I  have  advised  him  to 
apply  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Pope,  agent  for  fisheries  and 
snootings,  Salisbury.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from 
anyone  who  knows  of  fishing  to  be  let  with  good 
accommodation  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Quick  Growth  of  Brook  Trout. 
Dr.  Henshall,  of  Bozeman,  Montana,  writing  to 
Forest  and  Stream  on  Aug.  25  says  that  four  years 
ago  he  gave  State  Senator  C.  W.  Hofi'man  some 
brook  trout  fry  for  a  spring  pond  on  his  ranch  near 
Bozeman.  Last  summer  the  Senator  caught 
several  from  21b.  to  2^lh.,  and  on  Aug.  24  his  son 
caught  one  on  the  fly  that  was  twenty-one  inches 
long,  thirteen  inches  in  girth,  and  which  weighed 
411b. 


Death  of  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith,  of  Clapham 
Junction. 

Many  a  reader  of  the  FisJiing  Gazette  will  regret 
to  hear  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith,  of 
Clapham  Junction  and  Hyde  Park  Comer,  which 
took  place,  after  only  four  days'  illness,  on  Tuesday, 
Sept.  23.  Mrs.  Smith  was  seventy-three  years  of 
age,  and  for  sixty  years  has  tied  the  exquisite  flies 
which  have  made  her  name  famous  among 
generations  of  fly  fishers.  I  have  before  me 
some  flies  she  made  only  a  week  ago  —  little 
floating  midges  on  treble  noughts — which  prove 


Mrs.  Ogden  Smith. 


that  her  skill  and  eyesight  were  as  good  as 
ever :  in  fact  it  is  marvellous  that  she  could  do 
such  work  at  seventy-three.  Although  very 
short-sighted  her  sight  was  as  good  as  when  she 
was  a  girl,  and  she  never  used  glasses.  Doubtless 
great  part  of  her  success  was  due  to  the  fact  that, 
like  her  daughter  Mrs.  Eichardson,  she  was  a  born 
artist  at  fly  making,  and  loved  the  work.  All  who 
knew  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith,  directly  or  indirectly, 
will,  I  am  sure,  join  in  expressing  sympathy  with 
her  family  in  the  great  loss  they  have  sustained. 

An  Angling  Memento  of  the  1851  Fisheries 
Exhibition. 

F.  T.  Williams  &  Co.,  of  10,  Great  Queen-street, 
London,  have  for  sale  an  interesting  collection 
of  fishing  rods,  etc.,  a  memento  of  the  Great 
Exhibition  of  1851.  "First  prize  in  a  lottery. 
Made  by  Jones,  Jermyn-street.  Comprising  every 
description  of  necessary  rods,  engraved  winches, 
gilded  and  mounted  in  mother  o'  pearl.  Beautiful 
tackle  books  and  boxes.  Whole  collection  never 
been  used,  the  same  as  when  new  in  liandsome 
mahogany  case  ;  to  be  sold  for  a  very  low  sum." 

As  the  collection  is  doubtless  fairly  representative 
of  the  rods  and  tackle  of  fifty  years  ago  it  must  be 
of  historical  interest.  I  called  at  Messrs.  Williams 
to  see  it,  but  it  will  not  be  there  until  Wednesday, 
Oct.  1.  I  particularly  wished  to  see  if  it  contained 
any  of  the  split-cane  rods  made  fifty  years  ago,  but 
Mr.  Williams  tells  me  it  does  not.  I  know  they 
were  exhibited  by  Aldred,  for  whom  they  were 
made  by  a  professional  rod  maker  named  Irving, 
who  also  made  them  for  Mr.  G.  Yarde  and  myself 
in  the  seventies. 


Theory  as  to  Stocking  Salmon  Eiveks. 

Mr.  G.  T.  Teasdale-Buckell,  for  fifteen  years 
editor  of  Land  and  Water,  has  an  interesting  letter 
in  the  Times  of  Sept.  18,  in  which  he  says  : — 

"  Mr.  Charles  Dixon  has  written  a  very  interest- 
ing letter  drawing  a  parallel  between  the  migra- 
tions of  birds  and  fishes.  But  he  appears  to 
confase  instinct  and  memory.  For  instance,  he 
believes  it  to  be  necessary  for  an  older  generation 
to  be  present  to  show  the  young  the  way.  But 
this  is  not  instinct,  but  memory  ;  and  the  latter 
can  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  migrations  of  those 
birds  whose  young  leave  their  breeding -grounds  and 
migrate  before  their  parents  ;  and  such  birds  there 
are.  Whatever  the  migratory  instinct  is,  it  does 
not  appear  to  be  memory  ;  the  greater  part  of  bird 
migration  goes  on  in  the  night,  and  we  have  yet  to 
discover  a  sixth  sense,  unless  instinct  be  a  sense 
that  is  assisted  by  the  darkness. 

"  If  the  salmon  relied  upon  memory  there  does 
not  appear  to  be  any  good  reason  why  it  should 
not  return  by  the  path  it  went  to  the  sea ;  but  if  it 
acts  on  impulse  alone,  and  that  impulse  is  bred  in 
the  bone,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  reason 
why  a  grilse  should  make  for  the  river  in  which  it 
was  bred  or  why  it  should  not  make  for  its  ancestral 
river. 

"  Mr.  Charles  Dixon's  views  have  been  previously 
expressed  by  me  in  Land  and  Water,  of  which 
paper  I  was  editor  for  fifteen  years  after  the  death 
of  the  late  Frank  Buckland,  and  last  February  I 
was  permitted  to  state  the  same  views  in  the  Connty 
Gentleman  (see  Feb.  22  and  before)  ;  but  although 
I  consider  tbat  the  greatest  importance  is  due  to 
instinct  in  dealing  with  salmon  culture,  and  that 
salmon  bred  in  one  river  from  ova  gathered  from 
another  would  return  to  the  latter  and  not  to  the 
former,  yet  I  do  not  believe  that  precludes  the 
restoration  of  a  salmon  river,  although  its  breed  of 
fish  have  become  extinct.  But,  in  order  to  do  this, 
I  would  suggest  that  hereditary  instinct  must  be 
broken  down  by  crossing,  and  when  this  is  accom- 
plished the  river  intended  to  be  benefited  may 
have  just  as  much,  and  no  more,  chance  of  benefit 
as  every  other  river  on  the  coast,  or,  perhaps,  in 
the  Continent,  where  the  operation  has  been 
conducted. 

"  In  my  opinion  the  contradictory  evidence  in 
favour  of  and  against  artificial  fish  culture  can  all 
be  traced  to  this — some  people  have  relied  on  ova 
from  their  own  rivers  and  have  succeeded,  and 
others  have  got  it  from  a  distance  and  have  failed. 
The  recommendation  of  the  Eoyal  Commission  to 
acquire  more  information  is  excellent,  for  up  to 
now  one  good  experiment  has  been  negatived  by  a 
bad  one." 

There  may  be  a  good  deal  in  what  Mr.  Teasdale- 
Buckell  says,  but  on  the  other  hand  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  Yorkshire  Esk,  for  instance,  was 
stocked  with  salmon  reared  from  eggs  taken  from 
other  rivers,  and  other  instances  might  be 
mentioned. 


Mr.  Frederic  M.  Halford's  Angling  Works. 
The  considerable  demand  for  those  well-known 
books,  by  Mr.  Frederic  M.  Halford,  "  Dry  Fly 
Fishing "  and  "  Dry  Fly  Entomology,"  having 
necessitated  the  preparation  of  new  editions,  Messrs. 
Vinton  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  have  pleasure  in  annoimcing 
that  the  author  has  revised  and  brought  up  to  date 
both  works,  and  it  is  intended  to  publish  them  at 
an  early  date  as  "  The  Halford  Dry  Fly  Series,"  at 
a  much  cheaper  price  than  before.  In  addition  to 
the  new  matter,  all  the  original  plates  and  illus- 
trations will  be  included.  The  publishers  having 
purchased  the  copyright,  etc.,  of  Mr.  Halford's 
book,  "  Making  a  Fishery,"  will  include  this  in  the 
series,  and  further,  the  author  has  in  contemplation 
a  fourth  volume,  the  particulars  of  which  will  be 
duly  announced. 

Poor  Condition  of  the  Eia-er  Otter. 
I  am  sorry  to  hear  from  a  well-informed  corre- 
spondent that  "  the  season  on  the  Otter  has  been  a 
miserable  one,  far  worse  than  any  preceding  one. 
The  river,  from  want  of  proper  care,  is  fast  de- 
clining, which  is  a  great  pity,  as  it  used  to  be,  not 
many  years  ago,  about  the  best  trout  stream  in 
the  county." 

The  Fox  and  the  Fish  Not  a  Fable. 
According  to  the  Daily  Mail,  "  Some  fishermen 
of  Eastbourne  who  had  laid  a  baited  line  of  hooks 
on  the  sands  at  the  foot  of  Beachy  Head  have  been 
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amazed  to  find  that  their  catch  included  a  fox, 
which  had  hooked  itself  and  been  drowned  by  the 
inflowing  tide.  The  correspondent  who  sends  the 
story  states  that  the  fox,  which  has  been  placed  in 
a  shop  window  in  the  town,  is  an  objecb  of  great 
interest." 

^Esop  would  have  made  fine  moral  "  copy  "  out 
of  this  fish  story.  R.  B.  Marston. 


YOKKSHIRB  GEAYLING. 


Now  that  the  season  for  trout  fishing  may  be 
said  to  be  practically  over — and  the  fish  caught 
during  the  past  week  or  so  show  a  decided  lack  of 
play  when  hooked  to  what  they  did  during  August — 
I  think  it  would  be  wise  to  give  Salmo  fario  a  rest 
for  the  remaining  time  in  which  it  can  legally  be 
angled  for,  for  a  illb.  fish  I  caught  this  morning 
was  wanting  in  that  lusty  appearance,  "  such 
as  joyed  me  to  look  on  him,"  as  Walton  puts  it, 
and  the  unmistakable  development  of  ova  or  milt 
reminds  the  contemplative  man  that  we  are  within 
measurable  distance  of  the  time  when  the  trout 
will  ascend  to  the  breeding  grounds.  And  it  is 
then  that  Salmo  thymalhis  is  at  his  best.  But 
they  afford  capital  sport  during  this  month  as  a 
rule,  although  October  is  the  time  par  excellence 
for  fly  fishing  for  grayling,  and  in  spite  of  the  low 
and  clear  water  theory  of  some  writers,  the  best 
creels,  also  the  largest  fish,  are  caught  in  our 
streams  in  a  clearing  water,  after  freshets. 

When  there  is  a  good  volume  of  water  running, 
enabling  the  salmon  to  reach  the  spawning  grounds, 
we  have  invariably  good  grayling  fishing ;  but  of 
late  years  there  has  been  a  scarcity  of  both  salmon 
and  water,  and  I  never  caught  fewer  grayling  than 
last  autumn  and  winter.  What  the  present  season 
will  do  towards  compensating  us  in  some  degree 
for  past  indifierent  sport,  and  one  of  the  most 
wretched  springs  and  summers  I  ever  experienced, 
is,  of  course,  problematical ;  everything  depends 
on  the  weather  and  water,  but  from  personal  obser- 
vation and  reports  received  from  quarters  I  have 
not  yet  visited  there  is  a  good  show  of  grayling  in 
all  our  streams,  and  there  are  many  that  contain 
this  beautiful  sportive  fish,  notably  the  Yore,  the 
Cover,  the  Wharfe,  the  Rye,  the  Costa,  and  the 
Dove;  they  are  to  be  found  in  the  Swale,  the 
Nidd,  etc.,  but  not  in  that  quantity  as  in  the  first- 
mentioned  streams. 

Yorkshire  grayling  never  attain  to  the  size  that 
they  do  in  chalk  streams,  like  the  Kennet  and  the 
other  southern  rivers,  but  they  are  a  far  more 
symmetrical  fish,  and  in  our  swifter  running 
streams  fight  like  bulldogs,  and  a  lib.  October 
grayling  on  a  hair  or  a  very  fine  drawn  gut  cast  in 
a  rough  Yoredale  water  is  a  foeman  worthy  of  the 
angler's  steel,  and  hooked  under  such  conditions 
Salmo  thymallus  tries  the  skill  of  the  angler  to 
the  utmost,  and  unless  every  care  is  employed  a 
break  is  inevitable.  The  average  weight  of  the  Yore 
and  Wharfe  fish  is  Jib. ;  taking  the  season  through, 
lib.  fish  are  termed  "  big  'uns "  by  the  resident 
anglers.  I  have  caught  grayling  up  to  21b.,  but 
very  rarely.  On  one  occasion  a  tyro  in  the  art  of 
grayling  fishing,  fishing  the  Cover  in  company  of  the 
writer  and  Mr.  Edgar  Warner,  of  Redditch,  had  the 
good  fortune  to  land  one  of  2\Vo.,  but  this  weight  is 
exceptional ;  fib.  fish  are  often  taken,  and  frequently 
I  am  rewarded  by  the  capture  of  handsome  well- 
conditioned  fish  from  that  weight  up  to  l^lb.  Two 
or  three  of  about  that  weight,  well  set  up  by  an 
artist  like  Cooper,  make  a  splendid  object  for  the 
angler's  snuggery,  and  placed  side  by  side  with  the 
larger  specimens  caught  in  slow-running  south 
country  rivers  the  palm  will  be  awarded  for  beauty 
and  symmetry  to  the  Yorkshire  bred  fish. 

Formerly  grayling  "  were  never  found  in  quantity 
in  swift,  cold  rivers  running  through  exposed 
districts,"  but  latterly  they,  like  the  rabbits  in 
New  Zealand,  who,  it  is  said,  have  developed  long 
claws  and  run  up  trees,  adapt  themselves  to  cir- 
cumstances, and  autumn  trout  fishermen  are  sur- 
prised at  catching  grayling  in  rough  streams  close 
to  the  source  of  the  rivers,  and  it  is  my  firm  belief 
that  they  will  eventually  outrun  the  trout  in 
numbers  in  many  of  our  streams. 

The  best  flies  for  Yorkshire  from  now  up  to  the 
end  of  the  season  are  the  Dark  Needle  (a  splendid 
little  fly  that  should  never  be  omitted  from  any 
cast),  Waterhen  Bloa,  Sea  Swallow,  Bradshaw's 
Fancy,  Snipe  and  Purple,  Red  Palmer,  Claret  Dun, 
Fog  Black,  Dark  October  Dun,  the  Little  Marryat, 


Poult  Bloa,  Grey  Palmer,  Carter  Piatt's  Copper,  Red 
Tag,  and  the  Green  Insect.  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolfs  patterns, 
the  Witch,  the  Dazzler,  the  Gem,  and  the  Sylph, 
will  also  kill,  so  will  the  Derbyshire  Bumbles  ;  but 
personally  I  seldom  fish  any  of  the  fancy  flies  if 
the  natural  fly  is  on  the  water  and  the  fish  rising 
at  it.  It  I  confined  myself  to  one  fly  from  now  up 
to  the  close  of  the  season,  it  would  be  the  Dark 
Needle  ;  the  Red  Palmer  tipped  with  a  gentlo  is  a 
certain  lure  in  bold  brown  waters. 

At  times,  when  the  water  is  too  highly  coloured, 
or  even  when  it  is  in  good  condition,  the  grayling 
refuse  to  rise  to  the  fly  ;  swimming  the  maggot  is 
then  a  favourite  method  of  angling  with  the  York- 
shire followers  of  the  gentle  art.  A  couple  of  well- 
scoured  maggots  are  inserted  on  a  No.  8  Crystal 
roach  hook  with  a  tine  drawn  gut  cast ;  a  swan- 
shot  or  two  should  be  fastened  on  the  cast  about 
nine  inches  above  the  hook.  The  gentle  should 
swim  from  four  to  six  inches  from  the  bottom  ;  the 
best  float  to  use  for  this  style  of  fishing  is  a  small 
quill,  or  the  little  red  painted  cork  used  in  worm 
fishing.  As  the  weather  gets  colder  the  gentle 
gives  way  to  the  worm,  and,  like  that  for  the 
maggot,  your  cast  must  be  of  single  hair  or  of  the 
finest  possible  gut  of  the  best  quality.  For  worm- 
ing, the  crank-shanked  hook  No.  4,  sneck  bend,  or 
a  No.  6  fine  wire  round  bend  I  generally  use,  but  I 
know  plenty  of  anglers  who  prefer  the  Stewart 
three-hook  tackle  or  the  Pennell  two-hook  tackle  to 
the  single  hook.  In  the  way  of  worms,  the  red 
brandling  or  small  maiden  dews  are  all  equally 
good.  In  fishing  the  worm,  the  head  and  tails  of 
the  "  dubs,"  as  we  call  the  pools  in  Yorkshire,  are 
generally  the  best  places  to  find  grayling,  but  all 
the  runs  and  glides  should  be  carefully  fished. 

For  the  Yore,  good  fishing  quarters  can  be  had 
at  the  Unicorn  Inn,  Ripon,  and  day  tickets  are 
obtainable  to  fish  the  Ripon  Association  waters. 
Better  grayling  fishing  is  to  be  had  at  Masham, 
and  the  Bruce  Arms  at  Tanfield  is  a  capital 
angler's  inn.  Mr.  Jackson,  of  the  Mill,  Masham, 
can  give  an  occasional  day  to  anyone  staying 
with  him.  Comfortable  quarters  at  Masham 
can  also  be  found  at  the  King's  Head,  and  per- 
mission given  to  fish  a  portion  of  the  river.  There 
is  a  comfortable,  if  old-fashioned,  inn  at  Cover 
Bridge,  where  a  portion  of  the  Yore  and  Cover  can 
be  fished.  At  Middleham  and  Leyburn  the  inns 
afford  every  comfort  to  tourists  and  anglers,  and 
permission  will  be  given  by  Lord  Bolton's  agent  to 
fish  the  river  between  Middleham  and  Wensley, 
also  for  a  length  of  the  river  from  the  Batt  Islands 
to  Redmire  Foss.  The  King's  Arms  at  Redmire  is 
a  very  homely  inn  ;  here  day  tickets  to  fish  Sir 
William  Chaytor's  water  can  be  obtained  at  23. 6d., 
or  for  a  week  lOs. ;  this  is  very  good  water. 
Another  comfortable  inn  is  the  Wheat  Sheaf  at 
Carperby,  a  well-known  angler's  resort.  At  Aysgarth 
the  riparian  owners  seldom  refuse  gentlemen  per- 
mission to  fish ;  the  principal  inn  is  the  Palmer 
Flat  Hotel.  Above  here  the  Wensleydale  Angling 
Association  have  lengths  of  the  river  and  very  good 
fishing,  with  no  necessity  to  wade ;  headquarters, 
the  Rose  and  Crown,  Bainbridge.  From  here  up 
to  above  'Hawes,  the  Hawes  and  High  Abbotside 
Angling  Association  preserve  the  river.  The  White 
Hart  is  the  favourite  resort  for  Waltonians,  and 
day  tickets  at  2s.,  or  5s.  a  week,  can  be  obtained 
there.  With  J.  Blades  as  guide,  philosopher,  and 
friend,  if  good  baskets  of  grayling  are  not  made 
there  will  be  something  wrong  with  the  fish,  the 
weather,  or  the  water.  In  a  future  article  I  hope 
to  impart  some  hints  respecting  the  best  quarters 
for  the  itinerant  angler  wishful  to  fish  the  Wharfe 
and  other  grayling  streams  running  through  our 
beautiful  Yorkshire  valleys.  In  the  meantime  I 
shall  be  pleased  to  give  anyone  what  information 
they  require.  J.  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 

19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds, 


THE  AUTUMN  SEASON  IN  THE 
NOETH. 


Wkre  royal  and  noble  sportsmen  able  to  com- 
mand weather  and  water  conditions  there  would 
probably  be  no  lack  of  sport  in  the  North  just  now, 
but  unfortunately,  although  these  classes  of  sports- 
men are  strongly  en  evidence,  much  more  so  than 
has  been  the  case  for  some  years  past,  yet  the 
weather  has  been  somewhat  against  them.  The 
genial  conditions  of  a  good  autumn  are  wanting, 


both  in  forest  and  on  the  river,  especially  the 
latter. 

His  Majesty  the  King,  however,  has  shown  a 
wonderful  example  of  pluck.  Not  a  day  has  passed 
but  he  has  either  led  or  followed  his  company  on 
the  track  of  the  salmon  or  the  red  deer,  and  with 
more  than  average  success,  while  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  Lord  March,  and  Lord  Tweedmouth  have 
either  been  in  the  van  or  led  their  own  respective 
corps. 

The  Queen,  bsfore  being  twenty-four  hours  on 
Deeside,  wa^  out  on  Loch  Muick  in  a  dull,  misty 
day,  and  had  her  engagements  permitted  she  would 
no  doubt  have  scored  a  point  or  two,  and  at  least 
cast  a  fly  on  her  daughter's  water,  the  Duchess  of 
Fife.  The  duchess  has  done  well  since  she  came 
to  Mar  Lodge,  and  has  already  run  up  a  fine  score 
of  autumn  fish  on  her  prolific  pools  at  Mar  Lodge, 
while  the  Prince  of  Wales  has  been  almost  daily  on 
the  Abergeldie  and  Birkhall  sections. 

On  the  Glentana,  Aboyne,  and  lower  waters,  Mr. 
Coates,  Lord  Huntly,  Major  Davidson,  and  others, 
tiring  of  the  gun,  have  taken  much  more  success- 
fully to  the  rod,  and  although  the  bulk  of  the 
autumn  run  has  not  yet  reached  their  quarters, 
their  score  is  daily  mounting  up. 

It  is  not  the  want  of  fish  or  fishermen  but  the 
abnormally  cold  weather  which  has  been  against 
bigger  baskets.  A  rise  in  the  temperature  is  all 
that  is  needed  to  ensure  a  most  successful  back-end, 
and  as  I  write  the  welcome  change  seems  to  have 
already  set  in.  On  the  Spey,  Dee,  Tay,  and  their 
tributaries  capital  sport  has  been  had,  but  as  a 
rule  few  of  these  waters  have  been  properly 
covered.  Anglers  will  not,  as  a  rule,  move  much 
till  they  hear  of  what  is  agoing,  and  up  till  now 
little  or  nothing  could  be  said,  but  evidently 
matters  are  now  changing  for  the  better. 

Sea-trout  anglers  are  having  a  good  time  of  it, 
and  on  Saturday  and  Monday  last  on  the  various 
estuaries  noted  for  sea-trout  very  satisfactory 
baskets  were  got,  chiefly  to  the  sand-eel  or  imita- 
tions of  it  in  the  feather  line. 

The  Ythan  estuary,  the  Ugie,  the  Findhorn,  and 
such  like  are  the  favourite  haunts.  G.  M. 


"MIST  AND  MOONBEAMS." 


No  doubt  a  large  number  of  your  readers,  among 
London  anglers  at  all  events,  are  well  acquainted 
with  the  river  Medway.  If  there  is  one  part  of 
that  river  which  they  know  better  than  another  it 
is  the  "  Black  Hole  "  at  Wateringbury.  Tradition 
has  it  that  this  name  was  acquired  from  the  fact 
that  a  drunken  sweep,  barrow,  brushes,  and  all, 
went  over  the  steep  banks  into  its  depths,  and  for 
aught  that  is  known  to  the  contrary  still  remains 
there,  as  neither  body  nor  brushes  were  ever  seen 
after.  As  the  the  deepest  part  of  the  hole  is  about 
twenty-three  feet  he  doubtless  rests  peacefully 
enough. 

It  has  always  been  a  noted  spot  for  bream,  so, 
fired  by  the  reports  of  the  whoppers  "  as  big  as  tea- 
trays  "  current  among  local  anglers,  a  friend  and 
myself  determined  upon  a  night's  outing  in  their 
pursuit.  As  we  knew  the  river  well  we  did  not 
trouble  about  an  early  start,  so  10  p.m.  was 
striking  as  we  pulled  under  the  footbridge  at 
Tovil,  a  suburb  of  Maidstone,  on  our  way  to  our 
fishing  ground,  with  a  three  and  a  half  mile  row 
before  us  and  two  locks  to  pass  through. 

We  had  purposely  chosen  a  moonlight  night  for 
our  expedition,  and  it  was  indeed  a  glorious  one, 
but  were  I  to  attempt  to  rhapsodise  upon  the 
splended  effects  of  the  brilliant  light  and  the  deep, 
velvety  blackness  of  the  shadows  cast  by  the 
thickly-wooded  banks  I  am  afraid  that  your 
readers  would  be  too  impatient  about  the  fishing 
to  read  further. 

Farleigh  Lock  was  reached  safely,  and  then  our 
troubles  began.  The  locks  on  the  upper  Medway 
are  a  disgrace  to  civilisation,  being  most  primitive 
affairs  to  begin  with,  and  invariably  in  bad  order. 
The  paddles,  instead  of  being  drawn  up  by  a  wheel 
and  counterbalance,  as  in  a  Thames  lock,  have  to 
be  prized  up  by  a  crowbar,  with  an  iron  peg  as  a 
fulcrum.  If  you  do  not  happen  to  know  the 
special  knack  you  can  strain  every  muscle  of  jouc 
body  in  the  vain  attempt  to  start  them,  and  even 
if  you  do  it  is  a  tough  bit  of  work. 

My  friend,  W.,  found  it  so.  Standing  on  a 
precarious  plank,  struggling  frantically  to  shift  the 
first  paddle,  the  point  of  his  crowbar  slipped  out  of 
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ihe  hole,  and  the  violence  of  his  exertion,  combined 
with  the  weight  of  the  bar,  swung  him  out  over  the 
water.  A  grab  at  the  withered  tree-trunk  which 
constituted  the  top  of  the  gate,  which  he  just 
reached  with  his  finger-tips,  saved  him.  The  only 
loss  was  that  of  his  pipe,  which  he  bit  off  short  at 
the  mouthpiece  in  his  excitement.  As  he  could 
not  swim,  and  the  water  was  rushing  through  the 
gate,  he  had  a  lucky  escape.  Even  if  I  had  gone 
in  after  him  it  is  doubtful  if  either  of  us  could  have 
got  out  again. 

After  getting  through  Farleigh  Bridge  we  decided 
upon  towing.  Progress  was  thenceforward  favour- 
able, except  when  W.  happened  to  step  into  one  of 
the  many  quagmires  formed  by  the  springs  which 
abound  along  this  portion  of  the  river. 

Teston  Lock  was  then  negotiated.  Hard  work, 
but  no  recurrence  of  the  dangerous  experience  of 
lower  down.  A  short  pull  from  there  brought  us 
to  our  destination,  where  we  found  we  were  not  the 
only  enthusiasts  who  were  endeavouring  to  "  steal 
a  few  hours  from  night."  Two  brilliant  flares  on 
the  bank,  throwing  into  Rembrandt-like  relief  the 
figures  of  another  couple  of  anglers,  burst  upon 
our  view.  We  took  up  our  station  on  the  further 
side  of  the  pool,  mooring  to  a  couple  of  hop-poles 
which  had  been  left  there  by  former  fishermen. 
Exchanging  greetings  with  the  two  bankers,  we 
found  that  they  were  members  of  a  London  club, 
and  had  been  there  since  the  previous  afternoon. 
Our  rods  were  soon  unpacked,  and  then  W.  dis- 
covered that  he  had  brought  everything  but  his 
lines  and  hooks.  Fortunately,  I  could  fit  him  up, 
so  after  getting  our  lines  and  grovmd-bait  overboard 
we  made  a  light  supper  and  settled  down  to  fishing. 
For  three  good  hours  we  outwatched  the  stars ; 
only  one  solitary  bite  rewarded  our  vigils.  The 
moon  waned  and  the  stars  paled,  and  just  as  the 
dull  grey  light  of  dawn  appeared  Nature  refused  to 
wait  longer,  and  we  stretched  ourselves  on  the 
cushions  on  the  bottom  of  the  boat  for  an  hour's 
sleep. 

When  we  awoke  our  baits  were  still  untouched. 
Determining  on  a  change  we  both  baited  with 
boiled  wheat.  If  the  bream  would  not  bite  the 
roach  would,  and  it  was  not  long  before  half  a  dozen 
sizeable  fish  occupied  our  keep-net.  The  keen 
morning  air  put  us  in  a  similar  humour,  and  getting 
our  spirit  stove  to  work,  the  fragrant  odour  of  coffee 
and  bacon  and  eggs  soon  perfumed  the  air,  to  the 
tantalisation  of  our  fellow  anglers  on  the  bank, 
who  threw  out  several  broad  hints  about  liking  a 
cup.  As  it  would  have  meant  unmooring  and  dis- 
turbing the  swim  we  were  compelled  to  ignore 
them. 

Our  breakfast  portions  were  soon  finished,  and 
we  had  already  made  inroads  upon  those  reserved  for 
dinner,  when  my  float  disappeared.  I  struck,  and 
a  handsome  roach  was  soon  kicking  in  the  bottom 
of  the  boat.  So  plump,  bright,  and  silvery  was  he 
that  I  determined  to  see  if  he  tasted  as  good  as  he 
looked.  Within  five  minutes  of  his  capture  he  was 
cleaned,  scaled,  and  in  the  frying-pan,  and  in 
another  five  I  was  picking  his  bones.  Roach,  as  a 
rule,  are  a  fish  I  do  not  care  for,  but  I  must 
certainly  make  an  exception  in  this  case. 

Our  companions  on  the  bank  had  been  getting  a 
few  bream  during  the  night  and  early  morning,  but 
as  the  sun  rose  fully  they  ceased  feeding.  Seeing 
us  continue  to  pull  out  roach,  our  example  was 
followed,  but  without  much  success.  Moderate 
sport  attended  us  during  the  day,  and  from 
twenty  feet  of  water  the  roach  came  one  by  one  to 
ojr  net. 

But  the  longest  summer  day  closes  at  last,  and 
when  the  roseate  glow  imparted  to  the  ripples  by 
the  setting  sun  had  been  replaced  by  the  silvery 
sheen  afforded  by  the  rising  moon  we  started  on 
our  homeward  journey.  An  uneventful  passage 
through  meadow  and  woodland  brought  us  to  our 
destination,  exactly  twenty-four  hours  after  our 
start.  Although  our  sport  was  not  so  good  a3  we 
had  fondly  anticipated,  yet  we  had  spent  a 
thoroughly  enjoyable  time,  and  look  forward  long- 
ingly to  more  excursions  among  Medway  "  Mist 
and  Moonbeams."  Lobworm. 


T.TRA  PisCATORTA  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Fliei,  Fishing  and 
Fighennen.  Ky  Cotswold  Isys,  M.A.,  Autlior  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  l)ry-Fly  Fishin;;,"  etc.  'Ilie  Field  says:  "Ootswold  lays  has 
wrilK.n  fCfme  of  the  sweetest  ansrlinf?  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'Lyra  Pi»<;atoria '  is  a  delightful  volume."  'I'he  Amateur  Angler 
•ays  :  "All  the  i^jerns  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superh  ;  the 
Kenial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco  '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  hofik  may  t)e  obtained  from  tlic 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King-street,  Covent  gardcn,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  2s.  6d. 


SEA  FISHING  ON  THE  BLACK- 
WATEK. 


That  part  of  the  river  Blackwater  (Essex)  which 
widens  out  to  somewhat  important  proportions 
before  it  is  finally  amalgamated  with  and  lost  in 
the  broad  bosom  of  the  German  Ocean  is  far  too 
little  known  to  the  vast  and  ever-increasing  army 
of  sea  anglers.  This  fact  is  a  matter  for  some 
surprise  when  it  is  considered  that  the  water  is 
within  easy  and  economical  reach  of  London,  and 


four  miles  distant  from  Southminster,  but  the  best 
point  of  vantage  from  which  to  fish  the  Blackwater 
is  Brad  well-on- Sea,  distant  about  seven  miles  from 
Southminster,  a  lovely  drive  through  charming 
countryside. 

I  cannot  say  too  much  in  favour  of  the  surround- 
ings and  conditions  under  which  sea  fishing  is 
pursued  on  the  Blackwater.  The  fact  that  it  is 
little  frequented  alone  forms  a  great  attraction, 
but,  in  addition,  the  healthy  breezes  from  off  the 
German  Ocean  infuse  new  life  and  vigour  into  one's 
system,  and  a  few  days  spent  in  this  district  are 


The  Coastguabd  Station  at  Bbadwbll-on-Sea. 

(_KodnJced  by  E.  S. 


that  quiet  and  comfortable  quarters  are  available, 
at  least  on  the  southern  bank.  The  long  stretch 
of  coast  line  extending  from  Maldon  to  Brightling- 
sea  offers  many  attractions  to  holiday  anglers  who 
are  prepared  to  rough  it  a  little,  and  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  Blackwater,  from  Maldon  by 
Stansgate  and  Stone  to  Bradwell-on-Sea,  has 
similar  attractions,  and  is  a  little  more  to  the  taste 
of  those  who  prefer  to  associate  their  sport  with 
"  decent  diggings."  Without  at  all  exaggerating 
the  prospect  of  sport  just  now,  it  is  sufficiently 
encouraging  to  at  least  guarantee  a  trial  of  the 


indeed  a  healthy  change  in  every  way,  and  not 
infrequently  productive  of  profitable  sport. 

The  fish  are  just  now  getting  into  the  river,  and 
from  October  onwards  good  baskets  should  be 
made,  the  best  months  being  October  and 
November. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  some  decent  rabbit 
shooting  may  be  had  in  the  district  at  quite  a 
nominal  cost,  and  in  the  winter  time  numerous 
wild  fowl  frequent  the  shore.  There  are  a  few 
partridges,  but  the  cultivation  of  these  birds  is 
neglected. 


On  the  Shore  op  the  Blackwateb. 

(Kodaked  ly  E.  S.  S.) 


comparatively  "  new "  ground  this  notice  deals 
with. 

That  part  of  the  estuary  of  the  Blackwater  which 
I  especially  wish  to  recommend  is  reached  by  the 
Great  Eastern  Railway  from  Liverpool-street.  A 
two  hours'  run  (less  by  certain  trains)  lands  you  at 
Southminster,  the  nearest  station  to  the  water. 
Tourist  tickets  are  issued  at  4s.  6d.,  available  any 
time  during  year  of  issue ;  week-end  tickets,  avail- 
able from  Friday  till  Tuesday  (both  days  inclusive), 
arc  also  issued,  and  the  charge  is  only  03.  6d. 
Stone  is  the  nearest  point  for  fishing,  and  this  is 


The  new  tenant  of  Mill  House,  Bradwell-on-Sea, 
is  interested  in  promoting  fishing,  shooting,  sailing, 
and  golfing  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  you  cannot 
do  better  than  write  the  Manageress,  who  will  give 
any  information  re  horses  and  traps,  boats,  boat- 
men, baits,  etc.,  and  can  recommend  you  to  com- 
fortable quarters.  E.  S.  S. 

ORrKNTAL  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co., no* 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  Indi& 
Office.— A  CATALOQUK  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  Uistorlea, 
and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  bad  on  application. 
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TKOUT  FISHING  AB  OVO. 

By  Jambs  Conway, 
Author  of  "  Forays  among  Salmon  and  Deer,"  etc. 

{Continued  from  page  199.) 

CHAPTER  I.— continued. 

I  now  took  a  stroll  to  look  at  the  surroundings 
and  compose  my  elated  feelings.  Walking  a  little 
way  down  stream  to  give  the  pool  a  rest  I  disturbed 
three  or  four  waterhens  among  some  tallish  reeds 
which  fringed  a  little  creek  branching  off  from  the 
stream,  and  I  presently  discovered  a  nest  with  eggs 
in  it.  It  was  carefully  placed  out  of  reach  among 
some  low  sedge  over  ground  more  than  boggy,  but 
I  got  two  rails  from  an  adjoining  hedge,  and  laying 
them  down  made  a  sort  of  tramway  to  the  nest. 
Finding  that  there  were  seven  eggs  in  it  I  took 
four,  put  the  rails  back  in  the  fence,  and  carrying 
my  prize  up  to  the  mill  I  asked  the  miller's  wife 
to  boil  them  hard  for  me — to  be  ready  when  my 
father  should  return.  Then  putting  on  a  fresh  Red 
Hackle  as  tail-fly,  I  went  down  the  stream.  To  be 
brief,  among  the  waving  weeds  and  the  gravelly 
runnels  I  caught  several  fish,  but  most  of  them  so 
small  that  I  returned  them  to  the  water,  except 
two  or  three  of  the  best.  Presently  attracted  by 
a  whistle  I  looked  round  and  saw  that  my  father 
had  returned  to  the  mill.  I  turned  back  to  join 
him,  and  as  I  approached  I  saw  that  he  was  busy, 
his  rod  being  well  bent  over  the  pool.  In  a  back- 
water, just  on  the  far  side  of  the  mill-race,  he  had 
hooked  a  good  trout,  and  by  the  time  I  reached 
him  he  was  gradually  bringing  it  towards  the  little 
sandy  creek  where  I  also  had  previously  landed  my 
first  fish,  and  I  arrived  just  in  time  to  drop  down 
and  seize  it  and  throw  it  up  the  bank.  He  pro- 
nounced it  to  be  a  three-pounder,  and  a  very  hand- 
some fish.  I  looked  at  his  basket  which  contained 
five  brace  of  nice  trout,  all  pretty  fish,  with  flanks 
almost  golden  and  speckled  with  pink  and  black 
spots.    He  was  much  pleased  also  at  my  success. 

The  trout  which  I  had  caught  in  the  mill-pool, 
he  said  would  weigh  rather  more  than  Jib.,  while 
three  others  caught  by  me  below  were  a  little  over 
lib.  It  was  now  about  nine  o'clock,  so  we  sat 
down  by  the  pool  to  have  refreshment.  He  had 
asked  the  miller's  wife  to  boil  for  each  of  us  a  cup 
of  milk,  which  her  little  daughter  soon  brought  out 
to  us,  with  a  little  salt  on  a  plate  and  the  moor- 
hen's eggs,  which  were  now  cool  and  firm,  and 
with  our  keen  appetites  seemed  almost  as  good  as 
the  eggs  of  plover,  then  more  common  than  they 
are  now,  and,  oddly  enough,  I  remember  that  on 
that  very  day  I  found  three  or  four  tiny  fluffy  balls 
which  proved  to  be  young  plover  carefully  hidden 
by  their  parent  in  the  grass.  Our  repast  over,  my 
father  again  left  the  mill-pool  to  me,  while  he  went 
down  the  stream  some  little  distance.  The  miller's 
pretty  little  daughter  having  taken  away  the  cups 
and  plate,  presently  returned  and  sat  down  to  watch 
my  proceedings.  Inspired  by  her  bright  eyes  and 
occasional  prattle,  I  did  my  very  best,  and  avoided 
cracking  ofi'  my  fly  by  taking  a  wider  sweep  of  the 
line  backward,  no  longer  throwing  the  main  force 
into  the  point  of  the  fly's  return,  but  giving  it  a 
greater  impetus  forward  when  it  was  about  level 
with  myself.  These  are  among  the  first  principles 
of  fly-casting,  which  must  be  learned  by  the 
beginner  if  he  is  ever  to  get  beyond  his  novitiate. 
I  was  not  long  in  hooking  another  trout,  which  I 
played  very  carefully.  I  had  some  difficulty  in 
getting  it  to  the  landing-stage,  but  at  length  it 
yielded  to  the  influence  of  steady  pressure,  and  as 
I  drew  it  into  the  tiny  bay  the  little  lassie  darted 
forward  and  skilfully  caught  it  and  brought  it  to 
me.  It  proved  to  be  rather  larger  than  my  first, 
and  must  have  been  fully  a  pound  in  weight.  As 
in  duty  bound,  I  proudly  presented  it  to  her  as  the 
reward  of  her  assistance. 

I  need  not  minutely  describe  further  captures. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  I  went  on  for  nearly  two 
hours,  occasionally  leaving  the  mill-pool  and  taking 
a  turn  down  stream .  At  the  end  of  that  time  it  wa  s 
close  upon  noon,  and  my  father  returned.  He  had 
taken  in  all  eight  brace  of  nice  fish,  and  I  had 
taken  five  brace,  including  the  one  given  away. 

We  now  packed  up  our  rods  and  tackle,  thanked 
and  bade  adieu  to  the  obliging  miller's  wife  and 
my  little  friend,  who,  when  my  father  told  them 
that  it  was  my  first  attempt,  said  that  I  had  done 
well,  and  that  they  hoped  to  see  me  there  again 
And  so  we  walked  up  to  the  manor  house  to  call 
upon  my  father's  friend  the  squire.    "With  him  we 


lunched.  He  very  kindly  gave  me  permission  to 
come  now  and  then  by  myself  if  my  father  could 
not  come,  and  while  they  two  sat  and  conversed  a 
little  longer  he  bade  me  go  to  the  groom  and  ask 
him  to  show  me  the  tame  rabbits,  while  he  further 
kindly  added,  "  You  may  pick  a  couple  and  take 
them  home  with  you."  This  latter  gift  was  very 
acceptable,  as  I  was  then  breeding  rabbits  in 
some  numbers  to  add  to  my  pocket  money.  I 
found  the  groom,  and  he  took  me  to  a  hay-loft, 
where  there  were  some  couple  of  score  rabbits, 
running  about  at  large,  while  several  does  were 
confined  in  hutches  with  litters  of  young  ones.  I 
selected  two  handsome  yormg  ones,  about  four 
months  old,  black  and  white,  and  of  a  large  kind, 
which  would  improve  my  own  breed.  In  due  course 
I  was  summoned  by  my  father,  and  we  started 
homewards,  where  we  arrived  late  in  the  afternoon. 
The  fish  were  duly  admired,  and  I  then  took  my 
new  rabbits  to  my  hutches,  where  I  found  a  boy 
busy,  feeding  all  round.  He  was  a  poor  lad  of  the 
village,  incapacitated  for  other  ordinary  labour, 
having  been  accidentally  very  badly  burnt,  and 
some  of  his  limbs  contracted.  I  made  him  a  sort 
of  partner,  he  in  return  gathering  parsley  and  other 
food  for  my  rabbits,  and  taking  them,  when  big 
enough,  to  sell  in  the  neighbouring  town.  Alas ! 
poor  Joey  Emerson,  my  faithful  assistant,  has  long 
ago  passed  to  the  shadowy  world,  where  I  would 
fain  believe,  with  Wood  and  many  another 
naturalist,  he  may  still  find  rabbits  of  a  more 
ethereal  mould. 

So  ended  my  first  day  of  trout  fishing.  I  have 
here  dwelt  upon  it  at  greater  length  than  I  shall 
probably  do  on  many  another  after  day's  sport  of 
much  greater  importance,  because  it  was  a  red- 
letter  day  in  a  young  life,  and  the  details,  from  first 
to  last,  are  still  vividly  impressed  on  memory's 
tablets.  I  was  now  fully  initiated  as  a  follower  of 
the  gentle  craft.  I  longed  to  be  at  the  riverside 
again.  My  father  would  not  allow  me  to  trespass 
upon  the  squire's  kind  invitation ;  but,  before  long, 
I  obtained  permission  from  other  friends  who 
o^vned  parts  of  the  same  stream,  until,  practically, 
I  could  have  a  day  with  rod  and  fly  whenever,  at 
intervals  in  my  studies,  I  had  time  for  it ;  and  the 
studies  were  doubtless  the  better  pursued  from  the 
occasional  healthy  diversion. 


CHAPTER  II. 

After  the  events  recorded  in  the  previous 
chapter,  a  period  of  about  three  years  elapsed 
before  the  sphere  of  my  piscatorial  operations  was 
any  further  enlarged.  Then,  when  I  was  about 
fifteen  years  of  age,  my  father  arranged  a  walking 
and  fishing  excursion  in  Derbyshire,  one  which, 
though  by  no  means  jore-eminently  distinguished 
for  success  in  the  amount  of  fish  taken,  yet  stQl 
lingers  as  a  cherished  memory,  and  which  for 
some  time  left  so  pleasant  a  flavour  behind  it  that 
it  was  repeated,  as  soon  as  I  became  something 
like  my  own  master,  during  college  vacations,  as 
well  as  more  than  once  in  maturer  years.  For 
this  I  was  prepared,  and  had  long  had  a  yearning. 
Through  study  of  the  pages  of  quaint  old  Izaak, 
the  names  of  Derwent,  Wye,  and  Dove  were 
already  to  me  as  "  household  words  "  ;  the  "  Dales 
of  Derby "  were  as  classic  and  almost  "  holy 
ground,"  which,  in  fancy,  I  had  often  trod  with 
reverent  foot.  And  now  the  dreams  of  the  past 
were  to  become  present  realities.  But  here  one 
laboured  under  a  drawback.  Old  Tacitus  has  a 
terse  but  pregnant  saying,  Omne  ignotum  j)ro 
■magnifico.  Before  a  thing  has  been  tried  one  is 
apt  to  form  exaggerated  notions  of  it.  And  my 
long  premeditations  on  the  charms  of  Derbyshire 
fishing,  based  on  old  Izaak's  delightful  descriptions 
of  it,  had  led  me  to  anticipate  more  enjoyment 
than  actual  experience  would  yield.  And  I  must 
here  confess  that  the  result  of  all  my  Derbyshire 
excursions  has  been,  in  the  main,  the  same — dis- 
appointment in  piscatory  results.  The  weather  is 
fickle,  the  fish  are  dainty,  the  rivers  too  much 
whipped,  and  so  forth.  Yet  I  gratefully  acknow- 
ledge that  the  combination  of  sources  of  varied 
enjoyment  is  so  great,  that  in  the  recollection  of 
them  pleasure  largely  predominates.  On  this 
occasion  I  easily  persuaded  ray  father  to  take  with 
us  the  son  of  a  neighbour,  a  schoolfellow  and  dear 
friend  of  my  own.  In  many  respects  he  was  a 
kindred  spirit.  His  father  had  at  one  time 
been  a  keen  fisherman,  and  still  possessed  some 
valuable  fly-books ;  but  the  son,  being  town-bred, 
hful  never  handled  a  rod,  nor  had  opportunity 


for  imbibing  a  taste  for  such  pursuits.  But  (to 
anticipate)  he  enjoyed  looking  on  at  our  fishing  per- 
formances ;  could  lend  a  hand  if  needed  in  landing  a 
fish  ;  he  had  a  love  of  the  picturesque  in  scenery 
and  in  architecture  ;  was  a  fairly  good  draughtsman, 
and  employed  his  spare  moments  in  sketching 
scenes  through  which  we  passed.  In  after  years,  I 
may  add,  he  accompanied  me  on  many  an  enjoyable 
excursion,  and  although  he  never  took  to  the  rod 
he  always  found  abundant  occupation  for  his 
pencils,  and  through  him  I  acquired  several  of  his 
father's  fly-books  and  fishing  appliances.  Would 
that  I  had  some  of  his  productions  to  adorn  these 
pages,  but  he  has  long  passed  from  earthly  scenes, 
and  his  treasures,  which  were  many  and  varied, 
have  been  dissipated  by  those  who  had  no  interest 
in  him,  beyond  acquiring  his  substance.  Such,  too 
often,  is  life. 

(To  he  continued.) 


THE  LEA  AND  DOVE  EDITION  OF 
"THE  COMPLEAT  ANGLER" 
BY  "WALTON  AND  COTTON. 


The  few  copies  remaining  of  the  Lea  and  Dove 
limited  edition  of  "  Walton  and  Cotton's  Compleat 
Angler  "  are,  hy  a  special  arrangement  with  the 
Gresham  Publishing  Company,  now  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  W.  C.  Roach,  of  260,  Moss  Lane,  East, 
Manchester,  to  whom  application  should  be  made. 

The  price  of  this  unique  and  most  handsome 
work,  of  which  only  five  hundred  copies  wei-e 
printed,  will  it  is  anticipated  be  shortly  increased, 
the  electrotypes  and  engraved  plates  from  which 
it  was  printed  having  been  destroyed.  It  has  been 
decided  for  a  short  time  previous  to  the  increase 
in  price  to  offer  the  work  on  the  now  celebrated 
Times  system  at  lOs.  per  month  (remitted  by  post). 
On  receiving  the  first  payment  of  lOs.  the  complete 
work  in  two  volumes  will  be  despatched  at  once, 
carriage  paid.  The  work  referred  to  is  the  one 
issued  by  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co. 
in  two  \olumes,  edited  and  arranged  by  R.  B. 
Marston,  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  with 
fifty-four  photogravures  and  about  one  hundred 
wood-cuts. 


FLOUNDERS  AND  FLOUNDER 
FISHING. 

These  remarks  refer  to  flounders  in  fresh  water, 
fish  that,  in  my  humble  opinion,  migrate  so  far  up 
rivers  that  they  stay  and  breed  there  and  never 
return  to  the  sea.  What  I  mean  is  that  the 
tiny  flounders  about  the  size  of  one's  thumb- 
nail I  have  frequently  seen  and  caught  with  my 
hands  near  the  silty  side  were  many  miles  above 
where  the  tide  made  itself  felt — say,  eighty  miles 
from  the  sea  at  least.  In  spite  of  the  statement 
that  flounders  can  breed  only  in  the  sea,  it  appears 
impossible  that  post-larval  flounders  could  ascend 
so  far  without  the  aid  of  the  tide.  Anyway,  if  a 
large  number  of  flounders  can  ascend  rivers  from 
sixty  to  eighty  miles,  and  probably  more,  and  be 
caught  from  May  until  the  end  of  October  with  rod 
and  line,  why  should  they  not  remain  there  always, 
and  breed  the  same  as  other  fish  ?  I  have  taken 
them  later  than  this.  It  is  my  firm  belief  they  do. 
The  mere  fact  of  being  able  to  catch  or  spear  them 
in  the  winter  is  a  strong  proof,  I  think,  that  they 
remain  in  the  river,  and  can  live  on  the  food  to  be 
obtained  there.  According  to  Whitaker,  flounders 
are  in  their  prime  in  July,  August,  and  September, 
and  at  their  very  worst  in  December,  January,  and 
February.  I  should  like  to  know  aboiit  what  date 
they  would  start  for  the  sea,  and  how  long  it  would 
take  them  to  negotiate  eighty  miles,  to  spawn,  say, 
at  the  end  of  January  ? 

No  one  seenis  to  be  quite  certain  whether  they 
migrate  to  the  sea  or  sand  up.    I  will  tell  you  wh 
I  think  they  remain — because  a  relative  who  nette 
for  eels  in  a  well-known  river  for  years,  in  which 
have  caught  about  two  stone  of  flounders  in  one  da. 
near  the  said  nets,  and  many  lesser  weights,  nev 
to  my  recollection  caught  a  single  flounder,  a 
the  same  remark  applies  to  other  eel-catchers 
have  known.    His  eight  or  nine  nets,  fixed  side  by 
side  across  the  river,  were  kept  down  so  close  on 
the  level  bed,  the  shackle  poles  being  firmly  linked 
to  the  long,  powerful  iron  guide  poles,  that  even 
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gudgeon  could  not  escape.  Flounders  coming  down- 
stream with  their  heads  raised  ever  so  slightly 
would  glide  over  the  bottom  of  the  net  as  easily  as 
an  eel,  through  the  first  "inshear"  or  "inchere," 
or  false  tunnel,  and  down  through  the  second  ditto, 
fixed  in  two  of  the  wooden  hoops  (usually  there 
are  five),  and  so  on  into  the  pod  or  "purse." 
Once  through  these  false  tunnels  (or  nets  within  a 
netj  escape  is  impossible.  Therefore,  I  conclude 
that  the  flounders  had  been  in  the  river  so  long 
that  they  had  no  desire  to  migrate  (like  eels  and 
salmon,  for  instance),  and  never  did. 

The  largest  flounder  I  ever  caught  was  in  a  deep, 
broad  pool  in  the  river  Deben,  near  Woodbridge, 
in  Suffolk,  just  above  the  village  of  Melton,  on  the 
Great  Eastern  Eailway.  It  weighed  nearly  a  pound, 
and  was  the  darkest  flounder  I  ever  saw.  The  tide 
ends  just  above  this  pool — that  is,  many  miles  from 
Felixstowe  Ferry.  I  have  caught  many  of  these 
dark-coloured  flounders  in  rivers,  but  the  drab  ones 
with  the  red  spots  I  fancy  are  the  best  eating. 
Some  are  a  darker  drab  than  others  with  darker 
spots,  but  the  very  dark  coloured  ones  are  without 
spots.  The  finest  samples  I  caught  in  the  Kent 
Stour,  notably  in  Sturry  Weir  pool,  near  the  fine 
old  mill,  weighing  over  half-a-pound  each ;  and, 
strange  to  say,  two  of  these  flounders  had  their  eyes 
and  mouth  on  the  left-hand  side  instead  of  the 
right,  giving  them  a  most  peculiar  appearance. 
The  fat,  rotund,  joUy,  flufi'y  miller  was  delighted 
with  them.  I  think  a  flounder  can  rise  to  the 
surface  about  as  quickly  as  an  eel,  but  when  once 
there  its  descent  is  so  easy  and  graceful  that  one 
might  imagine  it  a  bird  cleaving  the  air  instead  of 
a  fish  the  water. 

I  once  saw  a  small  roach  descend  to  the  gravel 
in  a  similar  manner  when  pitched  into  a  tank 
where  there  were  three  or  four  jack,  and  have  often 
wondered  how  it  managed  it.  But  this  bird-like 
descent  did  not  protect  it,  being  seized  across  the 
shoulders  by  one  jack  and  the  protruding  tail 
portion  by  another,  and  literally  torn  in  twain  and 
swallowed.  On  the  other  hand,  I  was  going  through 
Seven  Dials,  and  saw  a  perch  about  4oz.  with  a 
number  of  goldfish,  and  the  moment  the  fresh 
water  came  rushing  through  the  supply  pipe  that 
perch  rose  to  the  sinrface  almost  horizontally  in 
the  most  deliberate  manner,  and  literally  revelled 
in  the  stream  of  fresh  water.  It  went  through  this 
performance  two  or  three  times,  and  seemed  to 
rise  with  much  less  exertion  than  a  flounder.  The 
way  that  perch  allowed  the  water  to  spout  on  and 
all  over  him  made  me  think  how  fish  must  sufier 
in  foul  and  polluted  water. 

In  nine  angling  books  out  of  ten  one  will  find 
nothing  about  the  flounder.  The  editor  of  my 
book  by  "Walton  dismisses  it  in  two  lines,  thus : 
"  The  flounder  is  not  a  sporting  fish,  but  it  is 
caught  in  great  numbers  in  the  Welsh  Dee,  the 
bait  being  a  worm."  But  what  says  the  master  in 
Chapter  XIII.  on  the  eel  ?— "  And,  scholar,  there 
is  also  a  Flounder,  a  sea  fish,  which  will  wander 
very  far  into  fresh  rivers,  and  there  lose  himself 
and  dwell  ;  and  thri\e  to  a  hand's  breadth  and 
almost  twice  so  long :  a  fish  without  scales,  and 
most  excellent  meat ;  and  a  fish  that  afibrds  much 
sport  to  the  angler,  with  any  small  worm,  but 
especially  a  little  bluish  worm  gotten  out  of 
marsh  ground  or  meadows,  which  should  be  well 
scoured.  But  this,  though  it  be  most  excellent 
meat,  yet  it  wants  scales,  and  is,  as  I  told  you, 
therefore  an  abomination  to  the  Jews."* 

Much  might  be  said  on  tbe5e  interesting  re- 
marks on  the  flounder  by  Walton  ;  they  answer 
my  purpose  excellently  well,  and  if  the  editor  had 
not  kindly  pointed  out  my  mistake  of  taking  the 
editor  of  Walton  for  Walton  himself,  I  should 
have  been  no  wiser.  It  is  evident  that  the  flounder 
does  lose  himself,  and  does  not  possess  the  unerring 
instinct  of  the  migratory  silver-bellied  or  sea  eel ;  but 
his  loss  happily  is  the  angler's  gain  all  along  the 
river.  To  resume.  Another  author  recommends 
the  hook  to  be  baited  with  a  lobworm.  Now  the 
flounder  has  a  mouth  so  small  that  I  should  never 
think  of  using  a  hook  larger  than  No.  7  ;  I  prefer  a 
No.  H  aneck  or  round  bend,  and  I  need  hardly  say 
that  the  worm  must  match  it.  Much  better  use  a 
couple  of  cockspura,  the  tail-end  of  a  scoured 
maiden  lob,  or  even  the  worm  recommended  by 
Walton,  on  a  No.  B  sneck  or  round  bend,  with  the 
point  to  come  about  the  eighth  of  an  inch  from 


*  The  flounder  has  scales,  but  very  small,  and,  like 
those  of  tliB  eel,  bedded  in  a  velvety  mucous  covcriiiL'. 


the  end  of  ,the  tail,  and  they  will  take  a  lot  of 
beating. 

If  the  angler  elects  to  fish  with  the  float,  he 
should  choose  swims  with  a  sandy  bottom  and 
a  gentle  current,  near  dubs,  flams,  and  more 
especially  a  gentle  eddy  sometimes  to  be  found  at 
the  head  of  a  sand  bed,  near  rushes,  and  over- 
hanging willows ;  on  the  opposite  side  to  a  swirling 
current  where  the  water  flows  slowly,  four  or  five 
feet  in  depth,  or  a  sandy  slack,  below  where  the 
stream  runs  out  from  a  projecting  bank  at  the  bend 
of  the  river,  and  where  the  water  between  the 
current  and  bank  is  sometimes  so  still  that  it 
appears  like  a  looking-glass.  I  say  one  should 
choose  such  swims,  because  he  does  not  confine 
himself  to  these,  for  I  have  taken  many  with  ledger 
tackle  in  currents  as  rapid  as  a  barbel  swim,  and 
he  is  frequently  caught  with  dace,  bream,  barbel, 
and  eels.  I  once  had  a  4lb.  barbel  and  a  flounder 
on  at  the  same  time  ;  they  gave  capital  sport,  and 
although  the  editor  of  Walton  says  that  it  is  not  a 
sporting  fish,  Walton  knew  better.  The  strong, 
rushing,  rapid,  wavy  motion  of  a  good  flounder  on 
a  very  fine  line  and  light  chub  rod  is  sport  not  to 
be  despised.    Anyway,  it  is  good  enough  for  me. 

If  the  current  is  strong  enough  to  bring  a  medium- 
sized  bullet  in  a  direct  line  with  the  top  of  the  rod 
when  ledgering  from  the  bank,  there  may  be  barbel 
and  good  eels  in  the  swim.  Sometimes  I  have 
caught  eels  over  a  pound  when  floundering,  and 
for  this  reason  one  should  use  good  strong  undrawn 
gut.    Extra  fine  gut  is  not  necessary. 

Floating. — Allow  the  red-tipped  turkey  or  goose 
quill  float  to  glide  steadily  down  the  slow  stream, 
search  the  gentle  eddy,  or  stand  out  like  a  beacon 
in  still  water,' about  an  inch  above  the  surface. 
When  fishing  the  two  former  swims,  if  it  suddenly 
stops  and  goes  under,  and  refuses  to  work  properly 
after  it  has  been  released  by  raising  the  rod,  the 
angler  may  know  that  some  of  the  shots  have 
grounded,  and  the  float  should  be  put  shallower 
and  shallower  until  it  acts  as  described  above,  and 
the  bait  trips  or  rolls  along  the  ground. 

In  such  slow  swims  the  float  will  disappear 
much  quicker  when  seized  by  a  flounder  than  when 
arrested  by  the  hook  catching  in  weeds  or  the  shots 
grounding.  Let  the  float  go  well  under  before 
striking,  and  you  should  catch  nine  flounders  out  of 
ten,  for  I  know  of  no  fish  more  greedy.  I  have 
often  known  him  take  two  worms  on  two  separate 
hooks,  and  on  several  occasions  three,  fairly  and 
squarely.  I  could  never  understand  why  more 
flounders  were  not  caught  between  Amberley  and 
Arimdel.  I  have  fished  all  day  between  the  village 
and  town  mentioned  without  catching  one,  and  the 
few  I  have  caught  were  exceedingly  small. 

On  several  occasions  I  have  seen  an  angler  catch 
a  flounder,  who  was  quite  puzzled  how  to  release 
the  hook.  When  a  flounder  has  fairly  taken  a 
worm  or  live  shrimp  into  its  stomach  there  are 
three  methods  usually  adopted :—  (1)  To  cut  through 
the  side  of  the  mouth  and  gill  with  a  pocket-knife. 
(2)  To  rip  through  with  the  thumb.  (3)  To  slit 
through  with  a  sharp  pair  of  scissors.  The  latter 
operation  can  be  done  in  a  couple  of  seconds,  and 
I  have  seldom  felt  the  sharp,  keen  quiver  a  fish 
always  gives  when  in  great  pain.  The  method  is 
clean  and  merciful,  and  enables  the  angler  to  extract 
the  hook  quickly.  I  have  caught  many  flounders 
when  using  pins  attached  to  six  strands  of  twisted 
horsehair,  each  pin  being  strongly  tied  on  with  the 
head  at  the  end  of  the  hairs  and  the  point  towards 
the  main  water-cord  line,  about  half  of  it  left  bare, 
and  very  quickly  baited  with  a  crow  or  pigeon  quill. 
A  medium-sized  lobworm  makes  two  capital  baits, 
the  broken  end  covering  the  point  of  the  pin.  The 
pins  should  be  made  of  soft  wire  as  they  are 
released  with  a  straight,  strong  pull  with  the  right 
hand,  whilst  holding  the  flounder  firmly  with  the 
left,  and  the  pin,  which  is  nearly  always  bent  in 
the  operation,  is  afterwards  made  straight. 

If  there  are  any  flounders  about  they  will  soon 
find  the  bait,  and  if  they  do  not  bite  in  half-an-hour 
try  another  swim.  Although  many  anglers  pitch 
in  two  or  three  large  course  lobworms,  clipped  up 
into  very  small  pieces  with  a  sharp  pair  of  scissors 
in  half  a  cocoa-nut  shell,  in  a  line  with  the  float  I 
have  caught  quite  as  many  without  ground-bait  as 
with  it,  because  T  have  been  compelled  to  fish  where 
it  was  impossible  to  use  it,  and  have  frequently  had 
capital  sport.  This  method  of  ground-baiting  is 
done  in  a  few  seconds,  and  is  infinitely  more 
mercifvd,  in  my  opinion,  than  pitching  worms  whole 
into  an  element  they  utterly  detest  to  suffer  acutely 
perhaps  for  days.  A. 


MAKING  A  FISHBEY  IN  INDIA. 


To  be  exiled  to  a  part  of  India  where  every  piece 
of  water  is  yearly  netted  until  its  ultimate  minnow 
has  been  brought  to  hand,  and  the  rivers  are  not 
suited  for  rod  fishing,  would  seem  a  hard  fate  for 
one  who  has  been  an  enthusiastic  angler  since  hin 
first  burn  trout  succumbed  to  the  halfpenny  hook 
and  hazel  switch  of  childhood. 

After  some  search  I  found  a  fresh  dug  tank 
which  had  been  made  to  find  work  for  the  destitute 
in  the  last  famine.  This  tank  covered  some  two 
acres,  and  as  it  contained  no  fish,  predaceous  or 
otherwise,  it  was  peculiarly  suited  for  stocking, 
while  the  owner  was  glad  to  give  me  a  lease  of  the 
water  at  a  nominal  figure. 

To  obtain  fry  was  a  much  harder  matter  as, 
though  quantities  of  suitable  fish  were  to  be  had, 
thanks  to  the  temporary  weirs  erected  in  every 
running  stream  in  the  rainy  season,  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  make  the  native  fishermen  under- 
stand that  from  fifty  to  sixty  four-inch  fish  will 
not  travel  some  miles  in  an  earthen  jar  holding 
about  two  gallons  of  tepid,  muddy  water,  especially 
when  the  mouth  of  the  said  jar  has  been  carefully 
plugged  to  prevent  the  fish  jumping  out. 

Eventually  one  or  two  of  the  more  intelligent 
men  found  it  worth  their  while  to  take  the  thing 
up  as  I  offered  the  enormous  sum  of  one  penny 
each,  over  ten  times  the  dead  value,  for  live  fish 
from  two  to  four  inches  long,  and  some  five  hundred 
were  safely  placed  in  the  tank.  Besides  this  I  was 
able  to  net  some  one  hundred  and  fifty  fish  ranging 
from  lib.  to  7lb.,  and  had  them  taken  to  their  new 
home  in  bath  tubs,  barrels,  etc. 

The  fish  selected  were  the  "  rohu "  {Laheo 
rohita),  the  "naini"  {Cirrhina  mrigala),  and  the 
"  hhokuxa."  (Catla  huchanani).  The  first,  to  my 
personal  knowledge,  runs  to  over  301b.,  the  second 
to  151b.,  and  the  third,  in  Calcutta  at  any  rate, 
attains  a  weight  of  at  least  801b.,  though  in  this 
district  I  have  not  come  across  them  much  over  25lb. 

Three  years  after  stocking  we  determined  to  try 
the  tank,  so  one  day  in  August  we  started  out 
armed  with  home-made  rods  made  of  a  splinter 
split  from  a  thick  bamboo,  old  trout  reels,  and 
hooks  mounted  on  single  gut.  We  were  somewhat 
surprised  at  the  result,  as  four  fish  were  hooked  in 
quick  succession,  and  went  off  with  such  tremendous 
rushes  that  the  result  in  each  case  was  a  total 
smash. 

Next  day,  having  fitted  up  some  stronger  tackle, 
we  again  tried  our  luck,  and  this  time  with  success, 
getting  fish  of  lOJlb.,  101b.  2oz.,  and  91b.  14oz., 
besides  smaller  ones.  Since  this  the  tank  has  given 
grand  sport,  and  shows  no  signs  of  over  fishing,  as 
every  year  I  put  in  at  least  as  many  fish  as  are 
taken  out,  besides  strictly  enforcing  a  limit  of  one 
brace  to  each  rod,  and  allowing  no  fish  imder  51b. 
to  be  retained. 

These  fish  are  very  shy  biters,  and  it  is  quite 
exceptional  for  them  to  take  the  float  under. 
When  using  paste  a  mere  quiver  is  usually  all  that 
one  gets  in  the  way  of  intimation,  and  the  slight 
rise  of  the  float  showing  that  a  fish  has  raised  the 
bait  off  the  bottom  marks  the  deadly  moment  to 
strike  when  using  worm. 

When  hooked  the  fish  usually  leap  clean  out  of 
the  water,  and  then  go  off  with  a  rush,  frequently 
taking  thirty  yards  of  line  off  the  reel,  in  spite  of 
our  holding  them  as  hard  as  possible  in  order  to 
drive  the  hook  home  in  their;  extraordinarily  tough 
mouths. 

This  first  rush  over,  they  settle  down  to  steady, 
hard  fighting,  and  being  immensely  powerful  they 
take  a  lot  of  killing. 

Should  any  of  your  readers  propose  coming  to 
this  country,  the  above  will  show  that  he  need  not 
despair  of  being  able  to  obtain  good  sport. 

Let  him  get  a  little  book  entitled,  "  Tank  Angling 
in  India,"  by  Mr.  H.  S.  Thomas,  C.S.,  the  well- 
known  author  of  "  The  Eod  in  India."  The  hints 
in  the  former  book  will  save  him  from  many  a 
blank  day,  and  though  written  mostly  in  the 
Madras  Presidency  the  principles  will  apply  to 
any  part  of  India,  slight  alterations  in  tackle  to 
suit  local  conditions  excepted. 

"  Casun  Caola." 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2*.  2<i.  "  Tlie  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or.  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"  Athenian"  of  the  Fishing  Gattttt.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  is.  id.  to  Sampson  Low,  MarstOD  and  Co., 
Bt.  Dunstan's  Houae,  Fettsi-^^Mie.  I^ondon. 
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FEESH-WATEE  AQUAEIA.*  ! 
By  THE  Bbv.  Gregory  C.  Bathman,  A.K.C. 

[Continued  from  page  182.) 
CHAPTEB  Yll— continued. 

The  tanks  in  which  Newts  are  kept  should  be 
carefully  covered,  or  the  animals  will  be  certain  to 
escape,  and  perhaps  cause  some  annoyance  to  the 
ladies  of  the  household. 

There  is  a  peculiar  kind  of  batrachian — found 
principally  in  the  lake  close  to  the  city  of  Mexico — 


Fig.  85.  Mexican  Axolotl  or  Larva  of  Amblystoma  tigrinum. 


which  is  of  unusual  interest,  not  only  in  the 
aquarium,  but  to  all  who  have  any  liking  for 
natural  history.  This  strange  animal  is  commonly 
called  the  Mexican  Axolotl  (Fig.  85).  In  shape  it 
is  something  similar  to  a  three-month-old  Newt — 
that  is,  a  young  Molgc  which  has  developed  all  its 
legs,  but  which  still  retains  its  branchiae. 

The  Axolotl  may  be  described  as  the  tadpole  of 
the  Amblystome  (Ambhjstoma  tigrinum)  (Fig.  86)  ; 
but  for  a  long  time  it  was  considered  to  be  an 
animal  which  retained  its  branchiie  throughout  its 
existence,  like  the  Siren  or  Proteus,  and  was  there- 
fore placed  among  the  Perenni-branchiata,  or 
retainers  of  branchiie  through  life.  The  Axolotl 
when  full  grown  is  about  9in.  or  lOin.  long,  and 
rather  stoutly  built.  It  is  generally  of  a  very  dark 
slate  colour,  covered  with  black  spots,  and  in  the 
earlier  part  of  its  existence  it  is  not  ungraceful 
either  iu  form  or  in  movement.  It  is  provided 
with  lungs  as  well  as  gills,  and  is  therefore  able  to 
breathe  both  below  and  above  water.  The  tail  of 
the  Axolotl  is  finned  like  that  of  the  Molge.  The 
head  is  flat  and  broad,  and  the  muzzle  blunt. 
The  eyes  are  small  and  the  mouth  wide.  There 
are  four  digits  on  the  front  feet  and  five  on  the 
hind. 

The  Axolotl,  or  Siredon  as  it  is  sometimes  called, 
lives  apparently  very  happily  in  the  aquarium,  soon 
becoming  tame  enough  to  take  food  from  its  master's 
fingers.  It  is  not  neccssarv  to 
provide  it  with  an  island,  as  it 
prefers  to  remain  in  some  shady 
retreat  at  the  bottom  of  the  tank. 
Occasionally,  however,  it  comes 
to  the  surface  of  the  water  for 
atmospheric  air  (desiring,  I  sup- 
pose, a  change  of  air),  making  r 
as  it  does  so  the  same  "  popping" 
noise  as  the  Newt  under  like  cir- 
cumstances ;  and  sometimes  it 
remains  stationary  in  mid-water 
in  an  almost  perpendicular  atti- 
tude, head  pointing  upwards. 
The  Siredon  has  a  very  good 
appetite  and  will  live  entirely  upon  garden  worms 
and  raw  meat.  Nevertheless,  it  is  quite  ready  to 
make  a  meal  of  a  small  fish  or  a  young  Newt.  One 
day,  for  instance,  I  placed  two  young  Newts,  about 
four  months  old,  in  a  tank  which  contained  a  pair 
of  Axolotls,  and  a  little  while  afterwards  on  looking 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishmg  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott  Gill. 


for  the  former  to  remove  them  I  could  only  find 
one.    I  hunted  under  every  piece  of  weed  and 
behind  the  rockwork  in  vain  for  the  other,  and 
was  about  to  give  the  search  up  when  I  caught 
sight  of  the  tip  of  the  tail  of  the  missing  animal 
just  protruding  out  of  the  mouth  of  one  of  the 
Axolotls.    And  as  I  watched  that  tip,  every  moment 
expecting  it  to  disappear  altogether,  the  Axolotl, 
much  to  my  surprise,  suddenly  disgorged  its  cap- 
tive, which  immediately  swam  about  the  aquarium, 
apparently  none  the  worse  for  its  late  rather  awk- 
ward predicament.    An  Axolotl  will  eat  almost 
any  amount  of  frog  and  toad  tadpoles,  and  I  have 
seen  one  swallow  a  young  minnow 
with  the  greatest  possible  ease. 
The  fish  swam  near  the  reptile, 
there  was  a  sudden  dash  on  the 
Axolotl's  part,  and  the  fish  had 
disappeared. 

The  Axolotl,  curiously  enough, 
though  not  the  perfect  animal, 
will  reproduce  its  own  species 
even  in  an  aquarium.  It  affixes 
its  eggs  to  the  water-plants, 
preferring  the  Vallisnrria  spir- 
alis for  this  purpose,  or  to  the 
rockwork,  or  to  the  sides  of  the 
tank.  The  young  are  released 
from  the  eggs  in  fifteen  to  twenty 
days,  according  to  the  tempera- 
ture in  which  they  are  placed. 
As  soon  as  the  eggs  are  deposited 
they  should  be  removed  if  pos- 
sible to  a  rather  large  aquarium 
which  contains  plenty  of  well- 
established  water-weed,  and  also 
much  small  (no  large)  animal 
life,  such  as  Water-Fleas, 
Cyclops,  and  the  like.  The  eggs 
will  then  be  undisturbed  vmtil 
they  are  hatched,  and  the  young 
Axolotls  will  have  plenty  of  proper  food  before  they 
are  old  enough  to  eat  tiny  garden  worms.  From 
the  first  they  are  provided,  of  course,  with  branchiae, 
but  no  feet.  In  nine  or  ten  days  the  forefeet 
appear,  and  these  are  followed  some  time  after- 
wards by  the  hind  ones.  When  first  hatched  the 
young  tadpoles  are  of  a  greenish  colour,  and  covered 
with  little  dark  spots.  The  length  of  time  which 
will  elapse  before  the  Axolotl  becomes  the  perfect 
Amblystome  depends  upon  circumstances  :  some- 
times it  will  lose  its  branchiiE  and  develop  into 
the  air  breathing  animal  within  twelve  months, 
and  sometimes  it  will  remain  an  Axolotl  for  three 
or  four  years.  However,  by  far  the  greater  number 
of  Axolotls  never  develop  into  the  perfect  batrachia. 
The  perfect  Amblystome  will  also  reproduce  by 
laying  eggs. 

The  Axolotls,  like  the  Newts  and  other  animals, 
have,  as  I  have  seen  proved,  the  power  of  repro- 
ducing lost  limbs.  Though  these  animals  are 
generally  of  the  colour  described  above,  frequently 
they  are  white.  These  white  specimens  used  to  be 
rare,  but  now  they  can  be  bought  for  a  few  shillings 
in  Covent  Garden  and  elsewhere. 

These  animals  seem  to  prefer  to  seize  their  food 
before  it  reaches  the  bottom  of  the  water.  It  they 
do  not  take  it  as  it  falls  the  first  time,  it  is  a  good 
plan  to  withdraw  it  and  let  it  drop  again,  as  close  to 
their  noses  as  possible.    Some  aquarium  keepers 


Fig.  8G.  Amblystome  (Ambltstoma  tigrikum) 


feed  their  Axolotls  only  once  a  week,  and  others 
every  second  or  third  day  ;  but  I  think  that  it  must 
be  better  to  feed  them  regularly  every  morning,  and 
this  I  do,  and  always  find  them  ready  for  their 
food.  They  seem  to  know  their  feeding  hour,  for 
they  swim  towards  me  as  I  go  near  the  tank. 
Axolotls  will  soon  learn  to  eat  raw  meat,  which 
need  not  be  so  carefully  cut  as  for  the  Newts,  lor 
they  have  wide  mouths  and  take  their  food  at  one 
gulp. 


Though  the  Axolotls  will  grow,  under  favour- 
able circumstances,  almost  as  large  as  the  water- 
vole  (water-rat),  it  is  not  necessary  for  that  reason 
to  keep  them  in  a  proportionately  large  aquarium. 
Four  full-grown  animals  might  be  kept  in  a  tank 
2ft.  6in.  long  by  1ft.  broad  and  Sin.  deep.  If  they 
are  well  and  regularly  fed  they  will  not  attack  fish 
of  a  fair  size ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  they  are 
neglected,  they  will  attempt  to  devour  not  only 
the  fish,  but  even  one  another.  In  Mexico,  Axolotls 
are  eaten  by  the  natives ;  they  are  prepared  and 
cooked  in  the  same  way  that  eels  are  prepared  and 
cooked  in  this  country.  If  anyone  wishes  to  see 
the  Axolotl  develop  into  the  Amblystome,  he  will 
have  the  best  chance  of  doing  so  by  allowing  all 
the  water  of  the  tank  in  which  he  keeps  it  to 
gradually  evaporate.  Should  he  be  fortimate  in 
his  enterprise  he  will  observe  the  gills  of  the 
Axolotl  gradually  being  absorbed  until  their  open- 
ings are  closed ;  the  large  dorsal  and  caudal  fins 
slowly  disappear  until  the  tail  has  assumed  the 
appearance  of  that  of  the  ordinary  Salamander; 
the  toes  lose  their  appendages  and  yellow  spots 
come  upon  the  skin.  Finally  the  animal  will 
breathe  entirely  by  means  of  its  lungs  and  leave 
the  water  altogether. 

Axolotls  can  be  bought  in  London  and  other 
largo  towns  of  the  principal  dealers  in  aquarium 
requisites. 

(To  be  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  to, 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  nvust  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Tkwsday  morning, 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remarks.— The  river  has  now 
toned  down,  the  stream  being  slack  and  the  water  very 
bright.  In  consequence  of  this,  sport,  as  a  rule,  has 
been  poor.  Bank  anglers  have  still  a  bad  time  of  it, 
and  those  who  fish  from  punta  have  only  had  decent 
takes  during  the  last  hour  of  daylight.  In  order  to  be 
Buccessfal  it  has  been  necessary  to  fish  the  deepest 
water,  as  it  is  possible  to  see  the  bed  of  the  river  at  a 
depth  of  8  feet.  Deep  water  means  a  slower  stream, 
and  as  most  of  the  fish  are  where  the  stream  is  quicker 
it  follows  that  sport  has  been  bad,  as  on  sharp  scours 
the  fish  will  not  work  up  close  until  nearly  dusk. 
Barbel  fishing  has  been  poor  ;  a  lOlb.  fiah  was,  however, 
caught  last  week,  and  this  week  Mr.  Brooker,  out  with 
Curr  at  Weybridge,  caught  a  pike  of  8lb. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

  (Henley). — The  water  has  now  run  down  very 

fine,  and  there  is  little  stream ;  roach  fishing  has 
been  very  slow  on  this  account.  The  traffic  on  the 
river,  however,  is  very  much  less,  giving  the  angler  a 
much  better  chance  of  sport.  Mr.  Hobbs,  fishing  with 
the  "General  "  on  Sept.  19,  took  five  good  chub  on  the 
fly,  best  fish  41b.  Patrons  of  W.  Vaughan  have  taken 
some  perch  and  small  jack.  Mr.  G.  Clements,  fishing 
with  G.  Arlett  on  Sept.  21,  took,  among  others,  a  chub 
of  4lb.  Mr.  J.  W.  Reay,  out  with  J.  Sargeant  on 
Sept.  22,  took  nine  chub,  best  fish  4lb. ;  while  another, 
piloted  by  the  same  well  known  chub  fisher,  took 
twelve  good  chub  ranging  from  IJlb.  to  31b..  The 
above  were  taken  by  casting  with  a  dead  frog.  Pros- 
pects of  roach  fishing  are  not  promising.  The 
"  bankers"  have  been  doing  very  little  during  the  past 
week. — Stanley  Mead. 

Aucholme  District. — Sport  amongst  the  bream 
continues  very  good,  and  the  best  baits  are  creed 
wheat  and  paste,  and  the  best  place  at  present  is  the 
New  Cut.  Mr.  J.  Mould,  of  Brigg,  had  on  Saturday 
(Sept.  20)  21lb.,  and  on  Monday  (Sept.  22)  Mr.  Sabey 
got  181b. ;  both  lots  were  taken  in  about  two  hours' 
fishing.  Mr.  Stringer  also  had  good  catches.  I  bad 
the  pleasure  of  taking  with  fly  on  Friday  (Sept.  19) 
three  fine  rainbows  in  a  reservoir.  They  were  15oz , 
16oz.  and  17oz.  in  weight,  and  only  turned  out  as 
yearlings  on  May  9  last  year.  They  were  the  most  game- 
some fish  for  size  that  I  ever  landed,  taking  from  five 
to  ten  minutes  each  to  get  to  the  landing-net.  They 
were  delicious  eating. — Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Bottisliam.  laocks  (Waterbeacli). — At  the  time 
of  writing  water  is  all  that  can  be  wished  for  by  the 
angler,  clean,  also  bank  angling.  Free  waters  on  to 
Upware,  at  which  spot  pike  are  giving  good  sport,  also 
roach,  being  deeper  waters  at  the  present  time ;  best 
bags  are  being  had  up  to  lOlb.  a  rod.  This  is  accounted 
for  as  the  roach  are  now  getting  into  their  winter 
quarters. — John  0.  George,  Beohe-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  water  is 
moderate.  Fish  seem  very  stationary,  and  are  not 
running.  This  being  the  last  week  of  the  season, 
however,  it  is  of  little  benefit  to  anglers.  A  few  trout 
were  caught  on  Thursday,  Sept.  18,  by  Messrs.  Ackrell, 
Pull,  and  E.  Distin.    On  Tuesday,  Sept.  23,  there  was 


September  27,  1902 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


210 


BURBERRYS 


WARM  Y/ITHODT  lEIGHT.   PROOF  WITHOUT  HEAT. 

It  is  impossible  to  speak  too  higlily  of  the 
advantages  of  the  SLIP-ON,  its  weather-proof 
qualities  are  incontestable.  It  will  keep  out 
drenching  and  continuous  rain  without  adding 
the  slightest  unnatural  heat. 

May  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest  weather 
with  equal  comfort.  Formed  to  obviate  the 
possibility  of  any  tie  or  drag,  the  fitting  is 
equally  good  with  or  without  undercoat. 

"  A  year  or  two  ago  you  supplied  me  with  a  Slip-on 
Gabardine,  the  most  perfect  and  most  waterproof 
shooting  and  fishing  coat  I  have  had." — 

B.  W.  GOTHAM,  Springfield,  Prescot. 

"  I  have  been  well  satisfied  with  the  coat,  and  have 
worn  it  in  jungle  through  the  heaviest  downpours  (and 
I  can  tell  you  it  does  rain  here)  without  getting  wet 
underneath  either  by  rain  or  perspiration." — 
C.  F.  S.  BAKER, 

17/12/01  Man  Kulam,  Ceylon. 

"  The  day  turned  out  the  wettest  it  has  been  my  lot  to 
be  out  on.    I  remained  quite  dry." 

R.  H.  BENSON,  Walton,  Wakefield. 


BURBERRYS, 


30  &  31,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON; 
AND  BASINGSTOKE. 


THE  "KINGFISHER'  SILK  LINE. 


The  Field. — " . .  .  The  dressing  is  a  feature  of 
the  line.  It  appears  to  be  one  of  the  best  we  have 
ever  seen,  penetrating-  right  into  the  centre,  and, 
while  being  soft  and  having  a  smooth  surface, 
has  something  of  that  steeHness  or  springiness 
which  is  desirable  in  a  salmon  line." 


Fishing  Gazette. — " ...  As  far  as  I  can  judge 
without  actually  using  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  Mr.  Malloch's  five  years  of  experiments  have 
produced  a  most  perfect  line,  and  the  fact  that 
he  himself  is  satisfied  with  it — in  fact  'delighted' 
with  it — ^is  as  good  a  testimonial  as  any  line  could 
have.  His  reputation  as  one  of  the  best  salmon 
fishermen  of  this  or  any  day  is  unassailable." 


.  D.  ivl  ALLOCH,  PERTH. 
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some  fresh  water  down,  and  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  creeled 
six  fish.  On  the  Harbourne,  Messrs.  E.  Distin,  Full, 
and  Ackrell  had  a  successful  time.  Mr.  E.  Distin  had  a 
basket  of  twenty-two  trout  and  one  peal,  Mr.  Ackrell 
thirteen  trout  and  one  peal,  Mr.  H.  Full  eleven  trout 
and  one  peal.  The  same  day  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  secured 
six  fine  trout  on  the  Dart,  and  also  lost  a  peal  which 
he  hooked  between  Hood  Bridge  and  Staverton.  Apart 
from  this  rods  have  not  done  much  this  week.  Salmon 
have  been  seen  rising,  but  none  have  been  caught.  A 
Dart  angler,  Mr.  Wilkes,  of  Beenleigh,  has  been  having 
good  sport  on  the  Border  Esk.- — Davonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks). — The  river  is  rather 
low  and  clear,  but  not  in  bad  order  for  fishing. — H. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaak  Walton  Hotel 
Iiength).— The  season  with  the  trout  is  rapidly 
drawing  to  a  close.  Good  catches  of  trout  and  gray- 
ling have  been  made  here  during  the  last  fortnight, 
one  of  the  best  being  by  Mr.  Bussell  Barker  of  four 
and  a  half  brace  on  Friday  (Sept.  19),  the  average 
being  nearly  a  pound  ;  again  last  Saturday  the  same 
gentleman  got  a  brace  and  a  halt  of  grayling  again 
averaging  a  pound,  Mr.  Evans  getting  one  of  l^lb., 
and  Mr.  Force  one  of  lib.  The  rivers  are  well  stocked 
with  grayling,  and  if  we  get  some  nice  weather  good 
sport  should  be  the  order  of  the  day  with  these  fish. — 
Wm.  Evans. 

Esk  (WMtby).— On  the  upper  reaches  of  this 
river  sport  is  almose  unobtainable,  mainly  in  con- 
sequence of  the  low  and  clear  condition  of  the  water, 
and  there  is  little  prospect  of  any  material  improve- 
ment until  the  advent  of  a  good  spate.  In  the  tide- 
way somewhat  better  conditions  have  prevailed 
and  several  anglers  have  had  fair  sport.  Owing 
to  the  lowness  of  the  water  the  fish  are  unable  to 
ascend  the  weir  at  Ruswarp,  and  many  have 
been  assisted  across  by  the  keepers.  Sea  angling  has 
been  much  retarded  by  the  prevalence  of  adverse  con- 
ditions, yet  in  the  harbour  good  baskets  of  mixed  fish 
have  been  secured.  On  Sept.  21,  while  fishing  from 
the  quay,  a  sole  of  good  size  was  secured  by  an 
amateur.  It  is  an  unusual  occurrence  to  capture  a 
sole  within  the  harbour. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  river  fishing  has 
been  rather  indifJerent  since  my  last  report,  but  in 
the  canal  at  Topsham  Locks,  Black  House,  and  Turf 
some  -perch  and  roach  have  been  caught ;  at  the  first- 
named  spot,  Mr.  Pitts  had  a  perch  ot  21b.,  of  which 
he  was  justly  proud,  and  Mr.  Kelley  a  fine  tench  of 
2Jlb.  when  trying  with  sweetened  bread-paste  for 
carp.  A  plentiful  rain  has  improved  matters,  and 
prospects  look  now  more  promising  for  the  all-round 
fishing,  which  term  I  think  more  applicable  than  the 
old  coarse  fishing  term,  Carnival  on  to-day  in  bright 
weather,  and  the  hospitals  should  benefit  as  a  result. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Feu  District  (Sontli  Linos  and  Cambs).— 
Angling  this  week  has  been  rather  quiet.  G'imatic 
conditions  are  somewhat  against  roach-fishing,  but 
still  here  and  there  some  fairly  good  captures  have 
been  made.  There  have  been  few  viators  at  Surfleet, 
but  nothing  noteworthy  is  to  hand.  Fishing  has  been 
more  popular  on  the  Forty-foot,  but  excursions 
among  the  pike  were  not  over  remunerative. 
Chief  captures  iwere  noted  amongst  roach  on  the 
South  Forty-foot.  It  is  a  curious  thing — and  anglers 
cannot  understand  the  reason  for  it— roach  fishing,  as 
compared  with  previous  seasons,  is  very  poor,  not  only 
in  one  or  two  places,  but  all  over  the  district.  The 
end  of  September  is  usually  the  most  popular  time. 
Tench  and  rudd  have  also  been  among  the  captures, 
but  perhaps  the  best  baskets  are  reported  from  the 
Welland  about  Market  Deeping. — Limpet. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries.— On  Wednesday  the  Lea 
was  very  clear  and  sluggish,  and  sport  under  the  cir- 
cumstances is  proving  tame.  In  the  gin-bright  water 
the  roaoh  are  very  difficult  to  approach,  and  the 
slightest  thing  scares  them  out  of  the  swim.  Down 
to  the  time  of  writing  no  good  baskets  have  come 
under  notice,  and  uutil  heavy  rains  fall  sport  is  not 
likely  to  improv?,  at  least  as  far  as  the  roach  are 
concerned.  On  the  Beaue  dace  up  to  lOoz.  have  been 
creelel  at  Hertford,  and  a  few  good  roach  and  perch 
have  been  taken  in  the  Stort.  Two  anglers  out  on 
Tuesday  on  the  New  River  preserves  caught  a  number 
of  roach,  dace,  and  perch,  and  over  a  hundred  fine 
gudgeon. — Izaak  Walton. 

Iiittleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — A  large  number  of  fine  roach 
(weight,  s^lb.  to  IJlb.  each)  have  been  landed  from 
these  waters  during  the  last  few  days.  The  bream 
are  still  feeding,  and  some  good  bags  of  these  fish  have 
bf  en  taken  also  ;  best  catch,  one  angler,  about  one  stone. 
Water  in  splendid  condition. — P.  VV.  G. 

Iingg  and  Arrow  (Iieominster).— Both  these 
s' reams  are  runaing  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in 
every  way  suitable  for  grayling  fishing.  The  weather 
has  been  changeable,  and  some  rain  has  been  had,  but 
it  has  not  made  any  difference  to  the  state  of  the 
water.  Grayling  have  been  well  on  the  feed,  and  have 
been  rising  freely  at  the  Hare's  Kir,  Green  Insect, 
Whirling  Blue,  Silver  Dun,  and  September  Dun,  and 
Eome  very  nice  grajUng  have  been  landed  on  both 
streams,  and  with  fine  wjalher  sport  should  be  good 


in  this  district.    Grasshopper  fishing  should  be  good. — 

GWYNNB. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Piusley  (Eiugsland). — 

Rivers  are  in  first  class  order,  and  grayling  are  rising 
fairly  well.  Best  flies  are  Mid  Blue,  Whirling, 
Silver  Dun,  late  Brown  or  August  Dun,  Blue  Gnat, 
Willows,  Red  Tag,  Green  Insect,  and  Autumn  Hare's 
Ear,  selected  according  to  weather.  Grasshopper 
sink  and  draw  fishing  now  good.  Weather  appears 
more  settled,  and  If  such  continues  sport  will  be  brisk 
next  week. — R.  T.  Williams. 

None  (Feterborongb). — Angling  seems  to  be  "  off  " 
just  now  80  far  as  this  district  is  concerned,  for  all  the 
anglers  I  have  seen  for  the  pxst  few  days  report  no 
"bites,"  and  the  water  "gin-clear."  Up  to  the  present, 
too,  it  has  been  an  exceptionally  bad  eeason  for  pike 
fishing,  especially  as  we  are  well  stocked  in  this  respect 
in  our  river.  The  finest  catch  I  have  heard  of  since 
writing  last,  is  a  splendid  roach  weighing  2lb.  3oz., 
caught  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Fox,  of  March.  There  were  four 
miles  of  anglers  from  Sheffield  in  the  March  district 
last  week,  but  their  "takes"  were  not  very  large. — 
E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton).— Heavy  rain  has 
fallen  here  during  the  last  two  or  three  days,  and  at 
time  of  reporting  (Wednesday,  Sept.  24)  the  river  is  in 
spate.  This  state  of  things  calls  out  all  the  eel- 
fishers,  who,  with  clotting  poles  and  lines,  are  having 
good  sport.  Eels  on  the  Otter  are  small  as  a  rule, 
although  fine  ones  are  occasionally  taken.  The  river 
will  be  fit  for  the  fly  for  the  remaining  days  of  the 
month  if  no  further  floods  ensue,  and  there  should  ba 
a  chance  of  getting  a  few  trout  to  finish  the  season 
with. — Heeon. 

Flymontli. — Our  season  is  almost  over ;  all  trout 
fishing  ends  on  Sept.  30.  Catches  of  trout  have  not 
been  so  good  this  woeK,  but  several  peal  have  been 
taken.  We  have  had  some  heavy  showers  during  the 
last  few  days,  which  will  gladden  the  hearts  of  the 
minnow  fishers.  There  is  still  a  month  left  on  the 
Tavy  for  peal  and  salmon  fishing.  There  are  plenty  of 
fish  up,  so  sport  should  be  good. — William  Heabder. 

Severn.  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Iilanymy- 
necb). — Up  to  the  commencement  of  the  present 
week  the  weather  continued  to  be  of  the  same  April- 
like character  as  before — alternate  sunshine  of  the 
brightest  description  with  very  frequent  showers  of 
rain.  On  Tuesday  it  was  of  a  more  pronounced 
description,  as  rain  fell  in  torrents  from  early  morn 
till  past  midday,  and  although  the  rain  then  ceased 
to  fall,  the  remainder  of  the  day  was  very  dull 
and  gloomy,  a  regular  November  specimen  of  weather. 
Wednesday  (Sept.  24)  was  a  lovely  day,  with  the  sun 
shining  brilliantly  from  early  morn  to  sunset — a  most 
charming  contrast  to  the  day  preceding.  The  rivers 
have  not  been  much  affected  by  the  rainfall,  and 
some  capital  sport  is  now  being  had  in  these  streams, 
especially  in  the  Vyrnwy  and  Tanat,  where  grayling 
continue  very  plentiful ;  one  resident  near  Llany- 
mynech  and  a  well-known  angler  a  few  days  ago  had 
a  grand  display  of  these  delicate  fish  io  good  condition, 
and  other  anglers  have  been  very  successfal  recently 
in  this  immediate  neighbourhood. — VYRNwy. 

Stonr  (Bares,  Suffolk).— Water  very  clear,  and 
floating  weeds  are  baginning  to  get  a  nuisance.  A 
few  small  bream  are  being  captured,  but  roaoh  of  any 
size  are  dead  off.  Nothing  will  be  done  until  we  get 
some  colder  weather  and  a  push  of  water. — W.  T. 
Bainbridqe. 

Sussex  Rivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — There  is  generally  a  drawback  to  sport  in  this 
uncertain  climate.  Rivers  are  now  too  bright  and 
the  record  from  the  Ouse  is  very  scant.  A  few  dace 
from  the  Lewes  portion  of  the_  water.  The  Adur  has 
not  yielded  so  well  this  week.  A  few  dace  are  notified 
from  this  water,  taken  principally  with  gentles.  The 
Cuckmere  has  yielded  a  few  bream  and  roach  in  the 
tidal  waters  at  Alfriston.  In  the  Berwick  district 
bream  are  quite  off  feed.  Chichester  canal  is  in  fair 
order  but  ttie  heavier  bream  are  chary  in  feeding ; 
plenty  of  small  fry  has  been  taken.  Some  of  the 
many  rod  pike  fishermen  are  down  daily  but  are  very 
reticent  as  to  their  takes.  A  piece  ot  private  water 
was  recently  netted  near  Selsea  harbour,  ihe  sea 
fills  it  every  tide,  but  gratings  prevent  the  escape  of 
fish.  Upwards  of  thirty  grey  mullet  were  taken, 
ranging  from  101b.  to  17Jlb.  Surely  this  is  a  record  for 
the  weight  of  grey  mullet  ?  The  fish  were  consigned 
to  London,  and  fetched  a  big  price. — G.  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigan). — Water  in  Teifi 
very  plentiful.  Good  sport  with  salmon  and  trout 
during  the  past  week.  We  have  just  had  a  heavy 
rainfall,  and  at  time  of  writing  (Sept.  23)  the  water  is 
very  thick,  and  hence  further  sport  with  salmon  may 
be  counted  upon. — H. 

 (Llandyssil   District )  —  Heavy  rain  has 

fallen,  which  is  most  welcome,  and  river  is  now  in 
flood.  Salmon  fishing  should  be  good  for  the  next 
week  or  so.  Plenty  of  fish  havo  been  seen  in  the 
pools,  but  the  water  having  been  so  clear  none  have 
been  caught  this  week,  but  with  this  freshet  good 
sport  should  he  had — Vrc. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
luming  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order 


for  grayling  fishing.  Rain  fell  at  the  beginning 
of  the  week,  but  it  has  not  altered  the  state  of 
the  river,  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  it  is  beautiful 
and  warm  and  the  sun  shining,  and  the  fish  are 
running  freely  at  the  fly.  A  good  few  anglers 
have  been  out  of  late,  and  have  used  fiy  and 
worm  and  maggot  with  success.  The  flies  used  are 
the  Red  Tag,  Whirling  Blue,  Green  Insect,  Silver 
Dun,  Hare's  Ear,  Willow,  and  September  Dun.  Trout 
g3  out  of  season  with  this  month,  and  the  season 
cannot  be  said  to  have  been  a  good  one  as  to  numbers 
taken.  Owing  to  the  closing  of  the  Oakly  Park 
waters  and  Moor  Park  water,  there  has  been 
fewer  anglers  out  in  this  part,  but  we  hope  they 
will  reap  the  benefit  next  season,  when  the  waters  will, 
we  are  informed,  be  opened  again.  The  roach  and 
dace  are  feeding  well,  and  dishes  of  ten  and  twelve 
brace  of  fish  have  been  landed.  Grasshopper  fishing 
should  be  good.  At  the  end  of  last  week  some  anglers 
were  on  the  Ludford  water,  and  landed  some  good 
grayling  and  dace  with  maggot.  With  fly  on  Monday 
and  Wednesday  good  grayling  were  taken.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  good  order,  and 
nice  fish  landed.  Prospects  for  fishing  next  week  are 
good. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
running  a  nice  level  and  clear,  and  has  been  greatly 
improved  by  some  nice  rain,  which  has  refreshed 
the  water  ;  the  grayling  are  now  moving 
well,  and  are  rising  freely  at  the  fly.  Angling  has 
been  fairly  brisk,  the  anglers  using  the  Red  Tag, 
Green  Insect,  Whirling  Blue,  Silver  Dun,  and  Hare's 
Ear  with  success,  and  some  very  nice  lots  of  grayling 
have  been  taken.  Trout  fishing  can  be  said  to  be 
ended,  and  during  the  season  some  very  nice  sized  fish 
have  been  landed ;  but  the  fish  apparently  are  not  so 
numerous  as  in  previous  years.  Prospects  of  sport  good 
in  this  part. — Worcester. 

Wey  (Broadmeads  and  Send). — Water  in  fair 
order,  but  not  much  doing.   Fish  very  shy. — W.  W. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 
Fishing  on  the  Witham  has  been  rather  disappointing 
from  Bardney  downwards  ;  the  captures  of  roach  have 
been  few,  and  a  bag  weighing  101b.  has  been  quite  an 
exception.  Tench  have  also  been  off  altogether,  and 
the  success  among  pike  fishers  has  been  very  small ; 
only  a  few  fish,  the  best  4Jlb.,  are  recorded  for  the 
spinners.  About  Anton  Gowcs  perch  fishing  has  proved 
somewhat  profitable.  Probably  pike  and  perch  fishing 
will  be  improved  on  this  week.  A  few  bream  have 
been  caught  about  the  Grand  Sluice.  Worm  anglers 
have  had  the  best  of  it  with  those  fish.  A  beauty 
scaling  6Jlb.  was  recorded  as  the  heaviest  specimen. 
Poor  results  are  reported  from  the  drains  north  of 
Boston.  The  Cowbridge  contains  plenty  of  roach,  but 
they  will  not  bite.  A  few  passable  lots  have  been 
recDrded  from  Mount  Pleasaat.  On  Wednesday  an 
angler  reported  that  fish  suddenly  left  off  feeding,  and 
angling  after  that  was  useless.  Trials  after  tench 
have  also  proved  a  failure. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  have  been  in  good  order  for  both  fly  and  bottom 
fishing,  and  a  nice  lot  of  very  good  fish  have  been 
taken  from  both  streams,  the  Wye  affording  baskets 
ranging  from  three  to  six  and  seven  brace  each, 
Messrs.  Cooper  and  Newton,  fishing  the  Matlock 
and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  water,  have 
landed  a  grand  lot  ot  good  fish  ;  also  Mr.  W.  Evans, 
fishing  from  the  bottom  of  the  Rutland  Arms 
garden,  Matlock  Bath,  took  three  brace  of  grayling, 
using  gentles  for  bait.  The  prospect  now  is  very  good 
for  the  next  few  days,  and,  as  the  trout  season  closes  on 
September  30,  it  will  be  well  to  take  advantage  of  the 
short  time  that  remains.  Useful  flies — Olive  Dun, 
Rad  Ant,  Red  and  Grey  Quills,  Grey  Palmer,  Red 
Tag,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Autumn  Dun,  and  Black  Gnat. — 
Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorks).— Doubtless  the  mild,  "  muggy,"  and  un- 
settled weather  has  had  something  to  do  with  the 
indifferent  sport  anglers  have  experienced  in  the 
upper  Yore,  nearly  every  grayling  rising  "  short," 
therefore  only  moderate  panniers.  Say  from  three  to 
five  brace  of  mostly  small  fish  have  been  made 
between  Hawes  and  Clifton,  but  at  Masham  sport 
has  been  fair,  Messrs.  Foxcroft,  Gunnee,  Pickersgill, 
Rothwell,  and  others  returning  home  with  good  dishes 
of  both  trout  and  grayling.  At  Tanfield  some  of  the 
club  members  have  done  fairly  well,  so  have  anglers 
visiting  Ripon  and  Boroughbridge ;  the  pike  at  the 
last-named  place  have  bean  on  the  run  and  several 
have  been  caught,  and  at  Myton  Messrs.  Grasaham, 
Handley,  Byron,  and  Fish  have  hid  excellent  sport 
with  roaoh,  dace,  etc.  Fairly  good  catches  of  trout 
have  been  made  up  the  Swale,  and  below  Catteriok 
the  grayling  have  shown  some  good  sport.  Mr.  N. 
Smittison,  of  Northallerton,  has  had  fine  sport  on  the 
Codbeck,  getting  some  fine  trout.  Mr.  Smithson,  sen., 
continues  to  rid  the  Wiaka  of  some  of  its  pike,  and  at 
Yafforth  Mr.  E.  IMetcalt  has  killed  some  very  fine  roach. 
The  showers  ot  the  past  few  days  have  made  very  little 
difference  to  Ihe  Wharfe.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday 
the  water  was  rather  discoloured  ;  sport  has  varied.  In 
the  upper  reaches  the  grayling  are  rising  well  at'the 
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ily  and  feeding  better ;  in  the  streams  in  the  Grassington 
and  Burnsall  lengths  anglers  have  met  with  vary  fair 
results.    Very  few  rods  have  been  out  on  the  Ilkley 
length,  those  that  have  been  out  have  caught  a  few 
brace  of  trout  and  grayling  with  fly,  the  most  killing 
patterns  being  Red  Tag,Bradshaw'sFancy,Dark  Needle, 
Pale  Autumn  Dun,  and  Blue  Hawk.    Below  Poole  and 
Harewood  there  is  very  little  to  report.    At  CoUing- 
ham,  Wetherby,  and  Boston  Spa  sport  amongst  the 
trout  and  grayling  has  been  of  a  meagre  character. 
The  bottom  fishermen  have  met  with   fair  sport 
amongst  the  roach  and    dace    at    Tadcaster  and 
UUeskelf,     several    nice    baskets    of    mixed  fish 
having  been  got  with  worm,  maggots,  and  wasp 
grub.     The  river    Nidd    remains    low  and  clear. 
On  the  higher  reaches  some  good  baskets  of  trout, 
grayling,    and    dace    have    been    got ;    the  worm 
and  minnow  have  accounted  for  the  best  trout,  the 
most    successful    rodsters    being    Messrs.  Slater, 
Grassham,  and  Wright.    The  members  of  the  Prince 
Arthur  Angling  Club  had  an  off  match  on  the  lower 
reaches  at  Xun-Monkton,  result  not  yet  to  hand  for 
publication.     The  Bye,  Hodge,  and  Riccall  remain 
low  and  clear,  and  very  little  has  been  done.  The 
Leeds     North    Tavern    Angling    Club    had  their 
annual  match  at  Low  Dunsford ;  sport  was  only 
poor.   1st,  Mr.  H.  Collier ;  2nd,  Mr.  A.  Kirk ;  3rd, 
Mr.  P.   Heptonstall.    The    Yorkshire  Herald  Club 
had  their  last  match  of  the  season  on  Saturday 
(Sept.   20)    at    Sutton-on-Derwent,  only  moderate 
catches  being  made ;   the  principal  prizes   fell  to 
Messrs.   W.   A.   Knowles,  J.   Mennell,   G.  Worth, 
F.  G.  Seal,  W.  J.  Davidson,  J.  Robson  and  G.  W. 
Pattinson.     Thirty-three    anglers    caught    fish  in 
the  Leeman-road  Working  Men's  Club  (York)  match 
at  Aldwark  Bridge,  and  special  prizes  fell  to  Messrs. 
A.   Dunkerley,    J.   Goodwin,    and    R.  Thompson. 
The  Bishopthorpe  Angling  Society  had  their  last 
match  of  the  season  on  Saturday  (Sept.  20)  between 
Bishopthorpe  and  Naburn.     G.  Simpson  was  first,  C. 
Atkinson  second, W.Atkinson  third,  with  small  catches, 
but  all  the  competitors,  with  one  exception,  caught  fish. 
Amongst  other  York  clubs,  the  Wellington,  Clarence, 
White  Rose  and  the  Navigation  Angling  Association 
have  had  competitions  during  the  week.   The  weather 
locally  is  more  favourable,  and  we  may  expect  an 
improvement  in  sport.  The  best  flies  are  Red  Palmer, 
Claret  Dun,  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Red  Tag,  Fog 
Black,  Pale  Autumn  Dun,  Blue  Hawk,  and  Snipe 
Bloa. — Joh:t  E.  Millek,  Northern  Anglers'  Depo/, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esb  and  Liddle.— Fishing  with  Mr. 
Forster,  I  had  fairly  good  sport  in  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Liddle  on  Saturday  (Sept.  13) — two  Falmon, 
l!^lb.  and  121b.,  and  four  brace  of  trout;  on  Monday 
(Sept.  15),  seven  brace  of  trout  and  four  herling  ;  on 
Tuesday  (Sept.  IG),  eight  brace  of  trout. — "  Spinner." 

  Salmon  are  now  running  freely  and  several 

have  been  got  in  the  Esk.  In  the  Double  water 
between  Netherby  and  Canonbie,  Mr.  Colville, 
Woodslee,  caught  a  small  salmon  of  71b  and  also  had 
some  nice  baskets  of  herling  ;  Mr.  Brown,  Canonb'e, 
had  a  catch  of  eight  herling  and  some  yellow  trout ; 
Dr.  Trever,  with  a  trouticg  rod,  caught  a  salmon  of 
81b.  in  Liddle  water  with  fly ;  Mr.  Foster,  Bskdale 
Hotel,  Langholm,  with  a  similar  rod,  had  a  salmon  of 
71b. ;  Mr.  Harkness  landed  a  sea-trout  of  2Jlb.  in 
Langholm  water.  Fishing  in  the  Duke  of 
Buccleuch's  reserved  water,  Major  the  Hon.  T.  W. 
Brand  landed  three  salmon,  weighing  respectively 
141b.,  81b.,  and  Gib.  at  a  fishing.  Mr.  Alex.  Macmillan, 
Langholm,  had  two  sea-trout,  two  herling,  and  got 
broke  with  a  salmon  in  Langholm  water,  and  at  a 
morning  fishing  in  the  same  water  Mr.  W.  Rosa  had 
two  sea-trout  and  five  herling.  Mr.  Miller,  Newcastle, 
has  had  several  sea-trout  and  herling,  and  got  broke 
with  a  salmon  in  the  Willow  pool.  Mr.  Welch,  Esk- 
dale  Hotel,  Langholm,  had  two  sea-trout  and  some 
fine  yellow  trout.  Mr.  E.  Armstrong,  Langholm, 
at  a  fishing  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Esk,  had 
two  sea-trout,  l^lb.  each,  and  some  yellow  trout. 
Mr.  F.  Dalgleisb,  Langholm,  had  two  sea-trout 
and  some  fine  yellow  trout.  Mr.  W.  McVittie 
caught  two  sea-trout  in  Langholm  water.  Messrs. 
J.  Hawkins  and  J.  Graham  had  each  a  few  her- 
ling and  some  yellow  trout.  Fishing  the  Netherby 
reserved  water  Mr.  Berwick  and  Mr.  Musgrave,  Long- 
town,  had  nineteen  herling  at  a  fishing,  and  at  another 
two  fishings  Mr.  Musgrave  had  thirteen  and  eleven 
herling  in  the  Graham  Arms  Hotel  stretch  of  water 
below  Longtown.  Mr.  A.  B.  Giles,  staying  at  the 
Graham  Arms  Hotel,  Longtown,  has  had  some  good 
baskets  of  herling  at  Wilkin's  Hole,  below  Longtown 
Bridge.  Mr.  Foster  had  two  sea-trout  and  two 
herling  in  the  Liddle  ;  Mr.  J.  Elston,  Eskdale  Hotel, 
has  had  daily  catches  of  herling  and  yellow  trcut 
In  Canonbie  water  Dr.  Anderson,  Esk  Bank,  had 
forty  herling  and  two  sea-trout,  one  weighing 
41b. ;  Mr.  James  Elliot  killed  a  small  salmon 
of  81b.  in  Langholm  water  at  Todhills,  and  Mr. 
J.  Hawkins  landed  one  of  101b.  the  same  day. 
Mr,  W.  Murray  killed  one  of  201b.  in  the  Liddle, 


and  at  other  fishings  has  had  twenty  herling ;  Mr. 
Stevenson  landed  a  salmon  of  181b.  in  the  Double 
water  at  Cauldron  pool,  and  another  angler  had  a 
salmon  in  the  mid-reaches  ;  Mr.  Talbot  Hassell,  Esk- 
dale Hotel,  had  two  sea-trout,  a  herling,  and  some 
yellow  trout  in  Canonbie  water;  Mr.  W.  middle, 
Canonbie,  had  a  catch  of  three  sea-trout  and  fourteen 
herling  at  one  night's  fishing,  and  fair  baskets 
on  other  nights  ;  Mr.  A.  Porteous,  Rowanburn,  had 
twenty  herling  during  the  week  in  the  mid-reaches 
of  the  Esk  ;  Mr.  W.  Murray,  Canonbie,  caught  eleven 
herling  and  one  sea-trout  in  the  mid-reaches  of  th9 
Esk.  Fishing  in  the  Liddle,  Mr.  Murray  had  two  sea- 
trout,  ten  herling,  and  some  yellow  trout;  Mr.  Leslie 
had  thirteen  herling  and  a  few  yellow  trout  in  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Liddle  ;  Mr.  J.  Graham  has  also 
had  some  good  baskets  of  sea-trout  and  herling  in  the 
same  water.  Mr.  R.  Steel,  Canonbie,  had  a  dozen 
herling  and  one  sea-trout  in  the  mid-reachea  of  the 
Esk  ;  in  the  same  water,  Mr.  J.  Johnstone  caught 
several  herling  and  one  sea-trout.  Other  anglers  have 
been  successful  in  the  Double  water,  good  catches 
having  been  made  in  the  Willow  and  Cauldron  pools 
both  on  the  Scotch  and  English  sides  of  the  river ; 
while  good  baskets  have  been  got  of  herling  and  sea- 
trout  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Liddle  between 
Penton  and  the  junction  of  the  Esk  and  Liddle. 
Although  salmon  are  plentiful  in  both  rivers,  com- 
paratively few  have  been  captured  up  to  the  present. 
One  angler  who  has  fished  the  upper  Esk  and  mid- 
reaches  three  seasons  says  a  dozen  salmon  can  be 
seen  at  any  time  at  Canonbie  Bridge,  and  that 
sea-trout  and  herling  are  literally  there  in  shoals. 
This  gentleman  considers  Langholm  the  best 
angling  centre  he  knows  of,  as  so  many  places 
can  be  reached  both  by  road  and  rail,  and  when  the 
rivers  are  low  loch  fishing  can  be  had  within  thirty 
miles.  Mr.  Wm.  Douglas,  of  the  Eskdale  Hotel, 
Langholm,  notes  a  great  improvement  in  the  Esk 
fishing  during  the  last  three  years,  and  as  he  says  the 
nets  are  now  all  off  and  bait  fishing  has  closed  the 
remainder  of  the  season  should  be  good  for  fly-fishers. 

— GiLNOCKIE. 

Beveron  (Bauffsliire). — Mr.  Porter's  Corniehaugh 
fishing  continues  to  yield  good  sport.  On  Sept.  18, 
Lady  Bridge  killed  three  salmon,  7Jlb.,  7Jlb.,  and 
91b. ;  on  Sept.  20,  two  salmon,  91b.  and  181b.  On  the 
same  date.  Miss  Bridge  grassed  a  salmon  of  111b. — 
Reirop. 

• — -  This  river  continues  in  fairly  good  angling 
condition,  but  the  weather  proves  very  unsatisfactory. 
The  wind  frequently  reaches  the  proportion  of  a  gale, 
accompanied  with  slight  showers  of  rain,  and  bitterly 
cold.  Notwithstanding,  a  good  few  fish  have  fallen  to 
the  rod.  On  the  Huntly  Lodge  water,  on  Sept.  18, 
two  fish  were  killed  of  S.Jlb.  and  51b.  respectively.  On 
the  Huntly  water,  on  the  same  day,  Mr.  Foggo  had  a 
fish  of  41b.  and  Mr.  McKenzie  two  of  51b.  nnd  111b. 
On  Sept.  19,  on  the  Huntly  Lodge  water,  no  fewer 
than  four  fish  were  grassed  of  the  following  weight — 
81b.,  71b.,  51b.,  and  5lb.;  on  the  Huntly  water,  on  the 
same  day,  Mr.  Clark  had  a  fish  of  51b.,  Mr.  Grey  one 
of  151b.,  Mr.  Watt  one  of  61b.,  and  Mr.  Bain  one 
of  51b.;  on  Sept.  20  Mr.  Wilson  had  a  fish  of 
5lb.  Fishing  in  the  Deveron  on  Sept.  19,  Mr. 
Williams,  London,  at  present  staying  at  the  Fife 
Arms  Hotel,  Banff,  landed  a  fine  salmon  of  211b. 
On  the  Fife  Arms  portion  of  the  river,  on  Sept.  20, 
Mr.  Bachelor,  London,  caught  a  grilse  of  5^1b.  On 
the  EdinglasEie  water,  on  Sept.  22,  Mr.  James  Halkett, 
Johannesburg,  had  a  salmon  of  81b. ;  on  the  same  day, 
on  thi  Cabrach  water,  Messrs.  J.  W.  and  G.  Cowie, 
Huntly,  had  two  salmon  of  good  weight.  Mr.  Wm. 
Slieman,  Tomballie,  on  the  upper  Strath  waters,  had 
two  salmon  of  71b.  each ;  Mr.  McLaren,  Richmond 
Hotel,  Huntly,  bad  two  fish,  81b.  and  91b.  respectively  ; 
Mr.  John  Horn,  Newton,  had  also  two,  GJlb.  and  71b. : 
and  Mr.  McConnachie,  Lower  Ardwell,  had  a  couple 
of  grilse  of  61b.  each.  A  pike  of  large  size  was  also 
landed  last  week  on  the  Rothiemay  water  — H.  W. 

Loch  Assynt  (Inchnadamph  Hote],  Suther- 
land).— Fishing  from  the  above  hotel  the  following 
catches  have  been  had  ; — Mr.  Gillespie— Sept.  8  (one 
grilse,  GJlb.)  ;  10th  (thirteen  trout,  G^lb.) ;  16th  (ten 
trout,  4lb  ).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker— Hch  (twelve  trout, 
6|lb.).  Mr.  Mayo -8th  (nine  trout,  41b).  Captain 
Walker — lOfch  (one  salmon,  81b);  12th  (one  grilse, 
4Jlb.);  15th  (one  grilse,  61b  ,  one  salmon,  81b.).  Mr. 
Durrant — lOoh  (nine  trout,  41b.).  Messrs.  Gillespie 
and  Roy— 11th  (nineteen  trout,  HJlb ).  Messrs. 
Durrant  and  Prior— 11th  (eighteen  trout,  7Jlb.)  ;  13th 
(ten  trout,  5  jib  ).  Captain  Roy — 17th  (two  grilse,  5lb., 
5Jlb  ).  Messrs.  Gillespie,  Mackinnon,  and  Roy — 20fch 
(thirty-seven  trout,  121b.). — W.  Wallace. 


Okatlino  Fishing  —Anglers  requiring  reliable  tnckle  sliould 
apply  to  J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  DepOt,  Leeds.  He  lias 
liii'l  more  experience  of  grayling  fi.sliing  than  anyone  in  the 
trade.  Send  Ls.  (id.  forcastof  Hiesfiuarantecd  to  catch  grayling. 
Sample  dozen  l)38t  Hie",  2s.  Miller's  crank  shanked  hooks  keep 
the  worm  in  position — Is.  per  dozen  on  16in.  of  l)est  drawn 
gut.  Special  valuB.  Pike  snd  roach  tackle  of  the  best  q\iality 
at  lowest  prices.  All  goods  of  reliable  quality  only.  .See  price 
lists,  post  free,  before  buying. 


Loch  Soon  (Dalmellington,  If.B.).— Out  from 

Eglinton  Hotel  on  Sept.  20  Mr.  Trotter,  Dalsbangan, 
caught  twenty-four  good  trout  — J.  M. 

Lochinver  (Culagf  Hotel).— Between  Sept.  15  and 
19  twelve  salm  on  and  grilse  were  caught,  total  weight, 
139Jlb.  During  same  time  seventeen  sea-tr  jut,  total 
weight,  18 Jib.  Sea  fishing  doing  well;  brown  trout 
seldom  fished  for  now. — J.  Mackenzie. 

South  of  Scotland. — This  morning  (Wednesday) 
the  rivers  show  a  rise  of  from  a  foot  to  a  foot  and  a 
half  more  water.  There  has  been  a  small  run  of 
salmon  to  the  various  rivers  this  week,  but  they  have 
not  been  moving  far  beyond  the  tidal  reaches.  The 
rise  of  the  waters  to-day,  however,  will  induce  them 
to  make  up  stream,  as  also  cause  more  to  migrate  from 
the  Solway.  The  rainfall  yesterday  was  not  sufficient 
to  bring  a  flood  or  discolour  the  waters  much.  The 
various  streams  have  been  in  order  for  the  salmon  fly 
to-day.  There  has  been  a  fair  amount  of  sport  among 
the  herling  between  the  hours  of  six  and  eight  at  night. 
On  the  other  hand  the  sport  has  been  excessively  poor 
during  the  daytime.  A  fresh  run  of  herling  has 
taken  place  within  the  past  ten  days,  and  night 
fishers  have  been  killing  a  dozen  or  thereabouts  at  a 
fishing.  The  nights  have  been  rather  too  dark  for 
large  baskets  for  the  past  two  nights,  though  catches 
of  seven  were  taken  last  evening  in  the  Annan  tidal 
stretches.  There  is  always  a  fair  run  of  these  sporting 
trout  in  September,  and  they  will  continue  to  run  on 
until  the  end  of  October,  though  in  some  respects  they 
are  not  so  plump  and  well  made  as  those  taken  earlier 
in  the  season.  Appearances  point  to  a  good  autumn 
for  salmon.  During  the  past  fortnight,  and  ever  since 
the  netting  expired,  plenty  of  fish  have  been  showing 
themselves  in  the  Firth,  and  given  suitable  waters  and 
weather  a  good  back-end  should  be  the  result  this 
year.  The  barometer  is  unsettled  at  present,  and  after 
falling  for  three  days  and  a  further  fall  over  the 
district  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  (Sept.  22  and  2.3) 
night,  the  mercury  is  now  beginning  to  rise.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  reports  from  the  rivers  of  this  district : 
The  Annan. — This  river  has  been  low  and  clear  since 
last  week's  report,  and  there  is  not  much  doing 
with  fly  in  the  daytime  among  herling.  After 
dark  fishers  have  had  a  fair  amount  of  sport 
among  these  trout  and  several  heavy  sea-trout 
have  been  taken  with  the  fly.  The  Brown  Turkey, 
with  cream  coloured  tip  and  yellow  and  claret  body 
well  wrapped  with  silver  tinsel,  is  the  best  killing  fly 
just  now.  Another  good  fly  is  the  Corncrake  and 
yellow  body,  and  the  Woodcock  with  light  hare  lug 
body  ranks  next.  The  flies  have  to  be  sea  trout  size 
now  as  the  nights  are  dark.  Anglers  who  have  fished 
in  the  waning  moonlight  have  had  the  heaviest  baskets, 
but  to  wait  on  into  the  small  hours  of  the  morning  is  a 
form  of  pleasure  to  very  few  indeed.  In  the  Fish  House 
water,  on  Saturday  night,  Mr.  Eric  Nicholson  killed 
one  sea-trout  and  twelve  herling,  and  early  on  Monday 
morning  the  same  angler  had  three  sea-trout,  of  41b., 
2Jlb.,  and  IJlb.,  and  six  herling.  He  had .  a  fair 
basket  of  herling  and  two  set-trout  on  Friday  night. 
Mr.  Wm.  Thomson,  Park  Terrace,  caught  a  sea-trout 
of  51b.  and  one  herling  on  Friday  night  in  the  North- 
field  stream,  and  he  had  six  herling  at  another  outing. 
Mr.  Thos.  Gibson  caught  a  dozen  herling  on  Friday 
night  in  the  Brewery  water.  Mr.  Gibson  had  the 
whole  lot  with  small  fly  before  dark.  At  another 
outing  he  caught  six  herling.  Mr.  James  Loudon  took 
seven  herling  last  night  in  the  Brewery  water,  all 
extra  fine  herling  for  this  season.  He  has  had  over 
thirty  for  three  nights  in  the  same  water  all  with 
Turkey  Ply.  Mr.  Dixon  had  a  few  herling  on  Monday 
night  in  the  Howes  pool,  and  Mr.  F.  Anderson  hid 
also  a  number  of  herling.  Mr.  P.  McGiverin  took 
eight  herling  the  other  evening  in  the  lower  waters, 
and  six  at  another  outing,  but  only  had  one  on  Mon- 
day night.  Mr.  W.  Wiight  had  a  brace  or  two  on 
Saturday  night  in  about  half  an  hour's  fishing,  and 
he  took  two  large  herling  on  Monday  night.  Several 
other  rods  have  had  two  and  four  per  night.  In 
Mount  Annan  water  on  Monday  night,  Mr.  -James 
Byres,  Kirtlebridge,  killed  a  salmon  of  i  lb  in  the  Tower 
pool  above  Brydekirk  Bridge.  In  Hoddom  Ca-.tle  and 
Cdstlemilk  waters  moderate  sport  is  being  obSaiaed 
among  herling  in  the  evenings,  but  sport  is  very  poor 
during  the  daylight.  The  Nith. — Tnere  was  a  small 
rise  in  the  water  to-day,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  a 
few  salmon  will  be  induced  to  run  now.  Odd  salmon 
were  showing  themselves  in  the  tideway  on  Monday, 
but  I  do  not  hear  of  anything  being  done  so  far.  The 
condition  of  the  water  has  not  been  favourable  for 
the  salmon  fly,  as  the  current  in  the  pools  has  not 
been  suttioienc  to  carry  a  small  grilse  fly.  Very 
little  sport  has  fallen  to  the  rods  in  the  Thornhill 
waters  of  Mid-Nithsdale  since  last  week's  report. 
An  odd  sea-trout  and  a  few  herling  have  been  caught 
after  nightfall,  and  there  is  nothing  doing  in  the 
Sanquhar  portion  of  the  river  or  in  the  tributar'  s. 
The  Cluden  and  Cairn  have  been  doing  very  lit  le 
indeed  this  week.  The  Galloway  Rivers. — Night 
fishers  have  batn  getting  fair  sport  on  the  Dalbeattie 
Urr  with  fly.  On  Friday  night  (Sapt.  19)  Mr.  William 
Sturgeon  killed  six  saa-trout  and  six  herling,  and 
several  other  rods  have  had  fai'  sport  on  the  same 
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river.  There  is  a  nice  show  of  salmon  in  the  Newton- 
Stewart  Cree,  but  as  the  different  stretches  are  in  the 
hands  of  private  parties  the  quality  of  the  sport 
and  the  kills  of  salmon  are  not  supplied,  as 
a  rule,  to  the  Press.  The  Dae  of  Kirlsoud- 
brightshire  and  the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse  are  both  in 
better  order  at  the  time  of  writing,  but  a  heavy  flood 
would  have  been  welcomed  now  by  anglers.  Eod  fish- 
ing on  these  livers  expires  at  the  end  of  October. 
Ayrshibe  Rivebs. — These  streams  ire  in  fair  con- 
dition this  week,  and  there  is  a  prospect  of  better 
sport.  Last  week  the  Garnock  Club  held  their 
annual  competition  on  the  Garnock.  Mr.  Jas. 
Miller  won  the  gold  medal  presented  by  Dr.  Orr,  of 
Huddersfield.  Mr.  Miller's  catch  weighed  71b.  looz., 
and  as  he  has  won  the  medal  twice  it  now 
becomes  his  property.  Mr.  Patrick  Houston  was 
second  prizeman  with  31b.  14oz.,  Mr.  Jas.  Hynd  third 
with  31b.  4oz  ,  and  Mr.  Robert  Crawford  fourth  with 
loz.  less.  Mr.  Miller's  heaviest  trout  weighed  lib.  loz. 
Not  much  is  doing  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Ayr. 
A  few  salmon  are  creeping  up  the  Girvan  this  week. 
On  Loch  Doon  the  angling  'expires  on  Monday,  first. 
A  few  rods  have  been  out  on  the  loch,  but  trout  have 
not  been  rising  well  of  late.  The  neighbouring  waters 
of  Loch  Finlas  have  not  been  much  fished  of  late. — 
Heathebbell. 

Spey  (MorayBMre). — With  the  liver  in  fair  con- 
dition, good  sport  is  being  got.  Last  week,  on  the 
Wester  Elchies  water,  Mr.  W.  Duncan,  fisherman, 
landed  a  salmon  of  221b.  and  three  grilse  of  71b.,  61b., 
and  41b.  respectively;  and  Mr.  N.  J.  Middlemas  a 
salmon  of  81b.  On  the  Carron  water  Mr.  Archer 
Smith,  Tombrech  Cottage,  killed  a  salmon  of  101b. 
and  a  grilse  of  51b. ;  while  on  the  Aberlour  water  Mr. 
A.  Petrie,  Bucbromb,  had  a  grilse  of  3Jlb.  Mr.  George 
Shiach,  fishing  on  the  Arudilly  water,  grassed  a  salmon 
of  181b.  and  two  grilse  of  81b.  and  71b.  Prom  the 
Glengrant  water  Major  Frank  had  a  grilse  of  81b.  ; 
while  from  the  Easter  Elchies  water  a  salmon  of  161b. 
was  landed. — J.  M. 

Tay. — The  river  Tay  during  the  latter  half  of  last 
Week  was  very  low,  and  consequently  little  sport  has 
been  got.  On  Sept.  21  rain  commenced  to  fall  and 
continued  right  on  till  Wednesday  morning.  There 
was  a  slight  easterly  wind  blowing.  The  river  came 
out  a  foot  or  two  and  was  slightly  muddy  on 
Tuesday,  and  by  Wednesday  at  midday  there 
was  a  flood  of  fully  five  feet  which  quite  stopped 
angling.  This  flood,  however,  should  bring  up 
large  numbers  of  fish,  and  good  sport  ought  to  be 
got  for  the  next  fortnight.  The  following  is  a  note  of 
the  principal  takes  got  during  the  past  week.  Isla.- 
MOUTH. — Pishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  17  the  Bishop  of 
London  and  Mr.  Asquith  landed  one  salmon  of  171b. 
and  two  grilse  of  111b.  and  71b.  on  Sept.  19.  The 
Bisho )  of  London  caught  one  fish  of  161b.  and  Lord 
Blythswood  a  grilse  of  71b.,  and  on  Sept.  22 
Lord  Blythswood  had  another  grilse  of  91b. 
Uppee  Caegill  Beat. — Messrs.  Moon  and  Johnston, 
fishing  this  water  on  Sept.  20,  landed  one  salmon  of 
141b.  and  a  grilse  of  lOJlb.  Lowee  Gargill. — Pishing 
this  stretch  on  Sept.  19  Lord  Cairns  killed  one  grilse 
of  71b.  Ui'PEE  Stobhall. — Mr.  Archibald  Coats, 
fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  22,  landed  one  grilse  of  6Jlb. 
Uppeb  Taymount. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  18  Mr. 
Clark  Jervoise  killed  two  salmon  of  151b.  and  171b., 
and  two  grilse  of  81b.  and  7Jlb.  On  Sept.  20,  Mr.  C.  A. 
Murray  had  one  salmon  of  221b.  Lowee  Taymoukt. — 
Lord  Ninyon  Stewart  and  Mr.  Ogilvie,  fishing  on 
Sept.  17,  caught  two  salmon,  161b.  and  181b.,  and  one 
grilse  of  101b.,  and  on  Sept.  22  Lord  Ninyon  Stewart 
killed  two  grilse  of  111b.  and  81b.  Buenmouth 
Stobhall. — Pishing  this  water  on  Sept.  22,  Lord 
Hardwicke  landed  one  salmon  of  151b.  Uppee 
Stanley. — Mr.  M.  Trevelyan  Martin,  fishing  this 
beat  on  Sept.  20,  caught  one  grilse  of  91b.,  and  on 
Lower  Stanley  on  Sept.  17  one  grilse  of  81b. 
Benchill. — Pishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  18,  Mr.  Cohen 
killed  one  salmon  of  19  J  lb.  Mr.  Guntrip,  fishing  on 
Upper  Redgorton  on  Sept.  19,  landed  one  grilse  of 
lOJlb.— A.  A. 

Tyne  (North  and  South)  and  Neighbouring 
Kivers. — The  rivers  here  are  now  in  splendid  con- 
dition for  fly-fishing,  and  the  followers  of  Izaak 
Walton  are  enjoying  good  all-round  sport.  Some 
good  catches  have  been  made  in  the  Coquet,  and  one 
of  our  customers,  fishing  with  a  12-ft.  rod,  succeeded, 
after  three  hours'  hard  fighting,  in  landing  a  splendid 
181b.  salmon.  Another  noted  angler,  fishing  for  bull 
trout,  landed  four  nice  fish ;  the  fly  used  was  our 
Wilkinson  dressed  small.  I  am  looking  forward  to 
having  a  few  days  with  the  bull-trout  next  week  in  a 
tributary  of  the  Tweed,  when  I  hope  to  have  a  good 
time,  and  will  report  progress. — Heney  A.  Mueton, 
Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  Newoastle-on-Tyne. 

Tynedale. — Most  Northumbrian  rivers  are  running 
far  below  angling  trim,  and  sport  is  quiet.  Salmon, 
grilse,  and  sea-trout  are  very  numerous  in  the  Tyne, 
but  the  fish  being  rendered  stale  by  the  continued  low 
state  of  the  waters  anglers  account  for  few.  Some 
time  ago  such  stretches  as  Chipchase  Castle,  belonging 
to  Thomas  Taylor,  Efq.,  J, P. ;  Nunwick  (Rev.  James 
AUgood) ;  and  Beaufront  Castle  (Col.  Swan),  were 


yielding  an  odd  salmon  and  fair  numbers  of  sea-trout 
and  grilse.  Colonel  Pife-Cookson  at  Lee  Hall,  A.  G. 
Allgood,  Esq.  (Blindburn),  J.  N.  Ridley,  Esq.  (Park 
End),  and  Captain  Henderson,  of  Heatheridge,  have 
been  more  or  less  successful,  but  anglers  in  general 
have  met  with  poor  results.  In  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  Hexham,  Mr.  R.  McGill  has  had  a  small  fish  or  two. 
A  good  flood  would  set  the  salmon  fishing  in  full 
swing.  An  angler  fishing  the  hotel  water  at  Choller- 
ford.  North  Tyne,  has  been  getting  a  few  trout, 
spinning  the  minnow  late  at  night.  A  good  basket 
of  dace  was  recently  taken  from  this  water.  The 
trout  season,  which  is  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close, 
has  been  far  from  satisfactory.  Fishers  on  the  higher 
reaches  of  North  and  South  Tyne,  Rede,  etc.,  in 
particular  have  been  faring  badly.  However  161b.  of 
prime  yellow  frout,  taken  from  Warksburn  with  fly 
by  Mr.  J.  March,  of  Wark — a  phenomenal  pannier  for 
the  district ;  an  extraordinary  specimen  of  the  yellow 
trout,  weighing  3 Jib.,  taken  with  fly  by  Mr.  Graham, 
of  Wall  (which,  I  fancy,  is  a  record  breaker  for  North 
Tyne),  and  101b.  of  trout  bagged  off  a  stretch  of  the 
North  Tyne  by  two  Hexham  fly  fishers  under  adverse 
circumstances,  are  perhaps  worthy  of  especial  mention. 
One  or  two  clubs  have  had  outings,  but  catches  have 
not  been  out  of  the  common.  Some  old  fishers,  who 
have  fished  the  "ponds"  at  Whittle  Dene  all  their 
lives,  tell  me  sport  has  not  been  brisk  there.  ;Mr. 
John  Turnbull  has  bagged  a  few  large  trout  from 
Hexham  reservoir. — Anthony  Hindmabch,  Pishing 
Tackle  Manufacturer,  8,  Priestpopple-street,  Hexham- 
on-Tyne. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahiuch  Fishery  (co.  Gal  way). —Good 
fishing  weather  has  prevailed  for  last  week,  south  and 
south-westerly  winds.  A  nice  flood  occurred  on 
Sept.  19,  which  rose  the  lakes  over  4  feet,  and  greatly 
improved  the  fishing.  During  the  week.  Sir  Andrew 
Porter  secured  thirty-five  sea-trout,  and  one  peal,  7Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Harding  Cox,  five  summer  fish,  131b.,  121b.,  lipb., 
101b.,  9 Jib.,  and  fourteen  sea-trout,  biggest  trout 
weighing  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Part,  two  peal,  7Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  and 
two  sea-trout  (31b.  each).  Total  for  week,  eight  salmon, 
76Jlb.,  and  fifty-one  sea-tiout. — Jim. 

.Belfast  and  District.  —  Heavy  rain  fell  on 
Sept.  20  and  Sept.  21,  putting  the  Clady,  Glenvoy, 
Crumlin,  Six-mile-water,  etc.,  into  good  order.  On 
Sept.  22,  Mr.  J.  A.  Barlowe  killed  sixteen  trout,  51b,, 
on  the  Clady ;  and  Mr.  Robert  Crawford  had  half  a 
dozen.  Trouting  is  improving  on  the  Dams.  On 
Woodhouse  Dams  Mr.  J.  W.  Heaney  had  three  trout ; 
Mr.  W.  Hunter,  seven  ;  Mr.  W.  M.  Stay,  three,  and 
some  other  anglers  had  success.  On  Leathemstoun 
Dam,  Messrs.  Heany  and  Meginnity  had  two  good 
takes.  The  above-mentioned  rivers  and  Stoneyford 
Dam  close  on  Sept.  30.  The  Crossgar  and  Money- 
caragh  are  in  good  order,  and  sea  trout  and  salmon 
are  still  going  up  them. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — The  heavy  rains  during 
the  week  have  put  a  considerable  rise  in  the  river,  but 
sport  has  not  been  up  to  the  average. — W.  Haynes 
&  Son. 

East  Tyrone  Kivers. — Both  the  Ballinderry  and 
the  Blackwater  are  now  in  good  order  and  well 
tenanted  by  salmon.  On  the  former  the  fish  are 
rising  better,  two  having  been  taken  below  Coagh. 
This  river  closes  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  30.  The  Black- 
water  remains  open  during  the  coming  month.  There 
is  nothing  special  to  report  from  it. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  Stormy 
wet  weather  continued  during  the  past  week,  still 
gome  fine  salmon  were  captured.  Mr,  Tom  Oakshott 
and  Capt.  Oakshott  landed  -five  salmon  during  the 
past  week  of  231b.,  161b.,  131b.,  91b.,  and  71b.;  Capt. 
Oakshott  killed  the  231b.  salmon  and  another  salmon 
of  161b.  on  a  trout  rod ;  Mr.  D.  Glynn  landed  four 
salmon  during  the  past  week  of  141b.,  111b.,  91b.,  and 
8ilb. ;  Mr.  A.  A.  May  landed  two  salmon  of  101b.  and 
8lb. ;  and  Mr.  Max  Moore  landed  two  salmon  of  161b. 
and  71b. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — This  river  is  in  a  flooded  state  as 
we  write.  Sport  during  the  week  has  not  been  good, 
few  anglers  having  been  out. — W.  Haynes  &  Sons. 

Iiongh  Corrlb. — Fishing  during  the  past  week  has 
improved  slightly,  and  is  confined  almost  entirely  to 
dapping  with  the  daddy-long-legs.  Colonel  Caul- 
field,  Mr.  Gascoigne,  and  some  of  the  local  fishermen 
have  obtained  nice  bags  of  four  and  five  trout  each, 
many  of  them  weighing  from  31b.  to  61b.  The  best 
bag  In  one  day  was  got  by  Colonel  Caulfield,  consisting 
of  one  trout  of  5Jlb.  and  four  others  weighing  61b. — 
S.  B.  D. 

Iiough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 

Generally  speaking,  sport  has  been  slack  on  Lough 
Currane,  though  fair  takes  were  had  ocoasionally. 
The  following  were  the  best  baskets  recorded:  Mr. 
Hallowes  on  one  day  a  salmon  of  6Jlb.  and 
three  sea-trout,  and  on  another  day  a  salmon  of 
121b.  and  six  sea-trout.  Colonel  Carruthera  on 
another  day  got  a  salmon  of  91b.  and  three  sea- 
trout.  Matters  continue  very  backward  on  the 
upper  lakes,  but  as  much  rain  has  fallen  those  waters 
should  afford  good  sport  henceforward  in  favourable 


weather.  The  Inny  has  been  in  order  on  a  couple  of 
days.  On  Monday,  James  Leary,  junr.,  had  two 
salmon  (8|lb.  and  61b.)  on  this  water.  Sea-trout  are 
giving  some  sport  on  Waterville  river.  The  outlook 
for  all  waters  is  good  for  the  next  few  days. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melviu. — Some  fair  baskets  of  gillaroo 
trout  and  brown  trout  were  taken  by  Messrs.  A.  A. 
May,  Hill,  G.  Cullen,  P.  Mundey,  and  others,  but  the 
weather  was  too  stormy  generally  for  angling  on  the 
lake  during  the  past  week. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Blidd  Corrib  (Eilbeg,  co.  Galway). — Fishing 
here  last  week,  one  angler  to  his  own  rod  landed  ten 
trout  in  two  days,  largest  weighed  31b.  P.  Lydon, 
the  local  bailiff,  on  Sept.  20  caught  six  pike ;  largest, 
a  grand  fish,  weighed  301b.,  which  is  the  biggest  pike 
caught  in  this  part  of  Lough  Corrib  this  season.  He 
had  a  very  difficult  job  to  land  such  a  fish  and  manage 
his  boat  as  well. — T.  M. 

Monrne  (Newtownstewart,  co.  Tyrone). — The 
rain  of  the  early  part  of  the  week  put  the  Mourne  and 
its  tributaries— Burn,  Dennett,  Finn,  Derg,  Glenelly, 
Owenkillew,  etc. — in  good  angling  order,  and  some 
additional  clean-run  salmon  came  up  from  the  estuary. 
Fishing  has  improved  a  bit,  and  the  prospects  for  the 
coming  week  are  really  good.  Since  last  report  Mr. 
Jack  Laurence  killed  three  salmon,  heaviest  10 Jib., 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wynne  five  salmon,  the  heaviest  of 
which  scaled  91b. — J,  A.  B. 

Uoy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — A  big  run  of  sea  trout  now  in  the  river.  Mr. 
C.  March  took  thirty-four,  261b. ;  Mr.  Horrace  twenty- 
eight,  221b.,  Mr.  Bruce  thirty-one,  251b.  Trouting  on 
the  Loughs  poor,  Mr.  C.  Jones  five  jack,  71b.,  131b., 
131b.,  191b.,  251b. ;  Mr.  Bath  eight  jack,  61b.,  91b.,  91b., 
151b.,  171b.,  271b.  Rough  shooting  good.— Pat 
Heaenes. 

Bosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).  —  Since  the 
weather  improved  sea-trout  fishing  followed  suit  and 
salmon  fishing  also.  Baskets  of  from  eight  to  ten  sea- 
trout  per  rod  were  taken  on  Dunglce  Lake  and  Tully 
Lake,  the  heaviest,  fish,  which  weighed  2| lb.,  having 
been  secured  by  Colonel  Porster.  On  the  CroUy,  Mr. 
Perceval  killed  a  clean  run  141b.  salmon.  The  season 
closes  on  the  last  day  of  October. — J.  A.  B, 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Owing  to  a  rough  sea,  angling 
has  been  suspended  for  several  days.  On  one  day 
Mr.  W.  H.  Cook  and  Mr.  Harmsworth  got  1501b.  of 
fish.  Mackerel  are  very  numerous,  and  the  netsmen 
are  making  large  hauls  of  them. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. — Numbers  of  boat  anglers  have  been  off 
day  by  day  during  the  past  week.  About  a  mile  from 
the  Kemp  Town  shore  appears  to  be  the  favourite 
ground.  A  conger  weighing  91b.  was  captured  a  few 
days  ago  in  a  pool  at  Black  Rock ;  it  had  been  left  by 
the  tide.  Small  mixed  bags  are  being  made  at  the 
end  of  the  West  Pier  of  small  codling,  bream,  &c. — H. 

Crouch  (Burnham-on-Crouch).  —  The  whiting 
are  now  on.  Mr.  Quint,  his  friend  and  myself,  out 
this  day  (Wednesday,  Sept.  24)  in  Cooper's  new  boat, 
the  Coi-onation,  in  two  hours,  on  the  ebb  tide,  caught 
with  our  rods  and  lines  107  whiting  and  one  large 
flounder.  Calm  and  bright  weather  prevailed.  I 
saw  several  fish  caught  by  anglers  in  row-boats. — 
J.  Weight. 

Deal. — Whilst  fishing  in  the  bay  one  day  last  week, 
I  counted  seven  fishing  smacks  and  one  pleasure 
steamer  trawling,  and  daily  since  two  or  three  pleasure 
yachts  trawling.  Should  this  continue  I  do  not  think 
it  will  improve  rod  and  line  fishing.  However,  fishing 
has  been  rather  spotty  and  the  most  fortunate  have 
done  fairly  well,  and  the  week-end  brought  down 
a  good  sprinkling  of  angling  gentlemen.  Mr. 
Potter  on  Sept.  21  landed  with  three  and  a  half 
score  of  whiting,  and  one  codling,  31b.  Whilst  fishing 
with  Messrs.  W.  E.  Matthews,  Stevenson,  and 
W.  Chambers  for  five  days  we  obtained  splendid 
sport  with  large  whiting,  dog-fish,  and  good  codling 
close  to  Deal  Bank  Buoy.  Mrs.  Hussey  landed  vrith 
four  score  fine  whiting  and  a  few  flat  fish  from  the 
Bay.  Mr.  Warren  and  friend  had  good  sport  from  the 
same  direction.  On  Sept.  23  Messrs.  Dixon,  Cornford 
and  Wake  went  off  at  3  o'clock,  returning  at  6.30  with 
six  and  a  half  score  whiting  and  two  and  a  half  score 
flat  fish.  Sept.  24  was  quite  a  summer's  day,  water 
smooth  and  clear,  rod  and  line  rather  slack  at  sport.  Mr. 
G.  R.  Clarke  and  friend  had  two  score,  whilst  others 
not  doing  over  grand.  Tides  suit  well  for  after- 
breakfast  fishing  for  the  day,  week-end,  and  early  part 
of  next  week. — Edwd.  Hangee,  Agent  B.S.A.S., 
Napier,  Beach  Street. 

Deal  (the  Pier).  —  Some  very  fair  sport  was 
experienced  at  the  end  of  last  week,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hutchings  making  medium  bags,  and  Mr.  T.  Liddiard 
heading  the  list  with  a  codling  of  Q,\Vo.  On  Saturday 
night  (Sept.  20)  the  returns  were  good,  the  best  catch 
for  one  rod  amounting  to  thirteen  codling,  the  largest 
fish  3|lb.  Mr.  Baker  took  a  dozen  nice  fish  early  on 
the  morning  of  the  21st,  but  the  remainder  of  the  day 
proved  almost  a  blank  imtil  after  sunset,  when  all 
were  kept  busy  for  about  two  hours.  Monday  (Sept.  22) 
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proved  an  unproductive  day  to  several  anglers,  though 
a  few  individual  catches  were  satisfactory,  a  fine  sole 
dab  and  a  large  plaice  being  included  in  the  take 
of  one  rodsman.  Mr.  Dodd  landed  a  handsome 
21b.  pollack,  and  a  well -baited  codling  of  41b. 
came  to  hand,  among  others,  during  evening  hours. 
Mr.  G.  R.  Clarke  fishod  for  pollack  very  early 
on  the  23rd,  and  took  a  shapely  fish  scaling  over  21b., 
but  could  not  get  another  knock.  Mr.  Manico  made  a 
small  mixed  bag,  as  did  also  Mr.  Dodd,  the  largest  of 
the  latter  gentleman's  catch  reaching  2f  lb. ;  while 
Mr.  Simmonds  included  a  magnificent  dab  in  his  day's 
return.  The  24th  opened  very  badly,  four  rods  only 
accounting  for  three  fish  before  the  breakfast  hour. 
The  entire  day  proved  almost  fruitless,  the  only  object 
of  interest  on  view  being  a  splendid  lobster  which  was 
brought  to  the  surface  but  then  dropped  ofi.  Weather 
and  water  are  in  perfect  condition,  and  prospects  are 
as  good  as  could  be  desired.— J.  Richabdson  (B.S.A.S.) 

Powey  (Cornwall).— Not  much  fishing  done  last 
week  owing  to  the  rough  weather.  We  caught  about 
a  ^ore  and  a  half  of  mackerel  yesterday  (Sept.  22.). — 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards. — Good  sport  is  now 
being  bad  here.  Mr.  Tuck,  fishing  from  Hastings 
Pier,  had  a  codling  of  2^lh.,  and  another  angler  a  bass 
2^1b.  Some  nice  bags  of  codling,  bass,  and  flat  fish 
have  been  secured  from  this  pier.  Anglers  fishing  from 
the  beach  at  night  have  done  well  with  codling  and 
conger.  Boats  have  been  doing  well  during  the  week. 
Prospects  for  the  next  few  days  good. — A. 

Plynioutli. — There  is  nothing  much  to  report  this 
week  different  to  last,  except  to  say  that  the  mackerel 
have  all  gone  to  ground,  and  are  not  quite  so  plentiful 
as  they  were  last  week.  Pollack  are  still  about  in 
large  numbers.  They  are  still  taking  bass  off  the  piers 
and  jetties.  Mullet  are  getting  more  plentiful,  but 
are  very  difficult  to  tempt  with  even  the  natural  bait, 
nevertheless  several  rods  have  had  nice  catches.  I 
have  had  the  following  report  from  a  gentleman  who 
had  a  iday's  fishing  in  .Whitsand  Bay  a  week  or  so 
ago.  He  was  out  from  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning 
until  seven  in  the  evening,  and  had  twenty-two  dozen 
mackerel  and  one  gurnard,  a  very  good  catch  for  two 
lines.  The  hook  and  line  fishermen  have  been  very 
successful  during  the  past  week,  but  at  time  of 
writing  the  weather  is  somewhat  unsettled. — William 
Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Samsgate. — The  change  of  weather  has  not 
brought  the  hoped-for  increase  of  sport.  The  boats 
are  having  fair  takes  of  codling  and  whiting,  with  a 
few  flatfish.  Very  little  has  been  done  from  the 
Marina  or  the  piers. — Gbey  Mullett. 


Soarborongli. — Pier  anglers  have  had  good  sport 
during  the  past  week,  and  there  are  plenty  of  silver 
whiting,  gurnard,  and  flat  fish  to  be  caught  in  the 
bay.  At  time  of  writing  (Sept.  22)  there  are  about 
three  hundred  Scotch  herring  boats  here,  and  fine 
smart  seaworthy  craft  they  arc. — "  H." 

Walmer. — Although  fish  have  not  been  so  plentiful 
just  here  as  in  the  bay,  some  nice  takes  have  been 
landed  during  the  past  week.  Anglers  close  in  shore 
have  had  fair  sport,  while  moderate  success  has  fallen  to 
the  few  who  have  tried  angling  from  the  beach,  a  form 
of  sport  which  has  received  too  little  attention  from 
those  who  cannot  stand  the  motion  of  a  boat.  Eels, 
frequently  of  good  size,  are  taken  at  all  times  of  the 
tide  by  casting  from  the  water's  edge.  Codling  are 
here  earlier  than  usual,  but  run  small,  fish  of  over 
21b.  or  31b.  being  exceptional.  The  autumn  mackerel 
fishing  has  started,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  no  large 
takes  have  been  recorded.  This  week  the  tides  have 
been  inconvenient,  but  next  week  will  be  more  suitable, 
and  given  good  weather,  which  seems  probable,  pros- 
pects of  sport  generally  are  excellent, — Charles 
HussBY  (B.S.A.S.). 


JlssoctaHons 

(Special  Mebtinqb), 

British  Sba-Akglebs'  Society— 

Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  occupied  the  chair  on 
Wednesday  (Sept.  24),  and  was  well  received  by  the 
members  present.  'The  usual  reports  from  agents 
and  members  were  read  and  discussed,  and  personal 
reports  from  members  present  who  had  been  fishing. 
Mr.  Tautz,  at  Deal,  whiting  and  dog-fish  ;  Mr.  Gunn, 
at  Southwick,  a  lib.  bass,  twenty-five  codling  and 
a  conger.  Mr.  Maull,  at  Salcombe,  gave  a  full 
description  of  his  month's  sport — total  number 
of  various  fish,  the  details  of  which  he  specified, 
amounting  to  647  caught  in  his  boat,  335  by  his  rod 
line,  and  two  hooks  each,  312  by  others  fishing 
with  handline  and  four  hooks  each.  Much  in- 
formation was  given  as  to  bait.  Boats,  ground,  etc., 
were  duly  noted  for  further  use.  Mr.  R.  J.  Gordon,  at 
Deal  with  Mr.  Read  Clarke  and  Mr.  Cawley,  had  fair 
sport,  and  reported  taking  a  shad  of  lib.  12oz.,  an 
uncommon  fish  for  Deal.  Mr.  Roberts,  also  at 
Deal,  had  a  good  take  of  dabs,  codling  and  some 
plaice ;  Mr.  Summers  also,  and  he  chronicled  the 
catching  of  a  mackerel  on  wormbait.  The  Chair- 
man remarked  that  at  Deal  there  were  much  finer 
fish  than  of  late  years,  and  they  were  in  quite  a 
month  earlier  than  last  year,  a  good  augury 
of  success  for  the  Society's  Deal  competition  in 
November.  Mr.  Summers  reported  good  takes  of 
codling  off  I  rocks  at  Scarborough  up  to  61b.  in  weight. 
Further  donations  to  library  and  towards  covering 
the  "  bare  walls "  of  the  room  were  announced, 
the  Chairman  presenting  a  copy  of  Lord  Brassey's 
"Seamanship";  Mr.  Holbrow,  "Wilcocks  on 
Fishing,"  Mr.  Maull  a  barometer,  Mr.  Roberts  a 
clock,  and  they  were  all  thanked  and  more  asked  for. 
The  microscope  then  received  attention,  the 
supply  of  slides  by  Mr,  Croft  Handley  receiving 
much  attention  and  the  talk  became  very 
technical  and  scientific,  members  being  urged  by 
the  chairman  to  pay  great  attention  to  scales  and 
to  send  them  up  to  headquarters  for  careful 
examination,  instancing  the  difficulty  there  was  at 
times  in  distinguishing  between  the  true  pollack  and 
the  coal  fish,  a  small  piece  of  the  lateral  lines  care- 
fully examined  soon  deciding.  Attention  was  again 
drawn  to  the  important  meeting  fixed  for  Wednesday 
next,  at  eight,  when  the  new  rooms  will  be  formally 
opened  under  the  presidency  of  Charles  A.  Payton, 
Esq.  ("  Sarcelle"),  H.B.M.  Consul  at  Calais,  who 


will  present  to  the  winners  the  cup  and  medal 
prizes  in  the  1901-2  Specimen  Fiah  Competition. 
Members  were  urged  to  attend. — Hon.  Rei'OBteb. 

City  of  London  Piscatobial  Society — 

There  was  a  good  attendance  at  the  meeting  on 
Tuesday  last,  when  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  presided.  Several 
reports  of  fishing  were  made,  including  Mr.  Pos- 
brooke,  bream,  gudgeon,  and  roach ;  Mr.  Hollands 
(Shepperton),  a  large  catch  of  roach,  dace,  and 
chub,  several  good  fish  being  exhibited.  Mr.  T. 
Crumplen  (Old  Izaak),  fishing  at  Ramsgate,  reported 
a  nice  catch  of  whiting  and  dabs  ;  whilst  Mr.  Parker 
(in  the  Solent)  was  fairly  successful  with  eels,  dabs, 
and  whiting.  Besides  the  above,  two  very  fine  trays  of 
fish,  roach,  dace,  perch,  and  gudgeon  (from  Brox- 
bourne),  were  sent  up  by  Messrs.  Allen  and  Hunt. 
A  new  member  was  balloted  for  and  duly  elected,  and 
a  nomination  also  made  for  election,  Oct.  7.  Mr.  C. 
S.  Bentley,  F.S.A.,  read  a  most  instructive  and 
entertaining  paper,  entitled  "  What's  in  a  name," 
great  interest  being  taken  by  those  present  in  the 
extremely  curious  ideas  and  strange  origins  of  words 
(in  angling  nomenclature),  that  philological  research 
revealed.  It  was  announced,  and  members  are  par- 
ticularly requested  to  note,  that  the  exhibition  of 
fishing  tackle  takes  place  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  30,  and  co- 
operation is  invited  from  all,  so  that  success  may  be 
assured.  The  usual  toast  and  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman  concluded  the  proceedings. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  G.  Maull  was  voted  to  the  chair  at  last 
Tuesday's  meeting  of  the  society.  This  was  his 
first  attendance  upon  recovery  from  a  severe  illness 
and  long  holiday  in  Devonshire  to  recruit  his  health. 
Most  of  his  time  was  spent  sea-fishing,  and  he  was 
able  to  secure  16  species  of  fish,  including  a  turbot 
of  121b.  with  rod  and  line.  This  fish  I  regret  having 
reported  as  101b.  in  error  last  week.  It  is  such  an 
unusual  experience  to  take  a  turbot  during  the  day, 
and  this  being  such  a  heavy  fish  makes  the  mis- 
take the  more  regretted.  Other  good  specimens 
taken  were  a  sea  bream  of  31b.  15Joz.  and  17  others 
over  3Jlb.  weight ;  bream  up  to  4Jlb.  etc.  Mr. 
Maull's  boatman  claimed  that  he  could  catch  more 
fish  with  hand-lines  than  his  patron  with  rod  and 
line.  This  led  to  the  arrangement  of  a  friendly 
match  during  Mr.  MauU's  stay,  and  the  result  was 
that  though  there  were  often  two  handlines  and 
four  hooks  against  the  two  hooks  on  the  rod-line, 
the  rod  came  out  victor,  taking  335  fish  against 
the  312  with  hand- lines.  Several  members  reported 
taking  coarse  fish,  and  Mr.  Emery  had  some  very 
good  dry  fly  fishing  for  dace  and  chub.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Saunders  and  Mr.  H.  S.  Saunders  both  had  trout 
from  Chesham.  Several  others  blanks. 

J.  H.  Walker,  Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatobial  Society — 

Mr.  E.  Knowles  Foreman  presided  over  Monday's 
meeting,  and  the  members  present  thereat  were 
favoured  with  a  display  of  fine  grayling  and  large 
dace  from  the  Kennet.  The  successful  angler  was 
Mr.  H.  P.  Thompson,  who  journeyed  into  Berkshire 
with  a  view  of  making  a  record  big  of  the  last- 
named  fish,  he  having  on  previous  occasions  caught 
some  beautiful  specimens  in  the  river  mentioned. 
Unfortunately  repairs  were  in  progress  at  one  of  the" 
mills  on  the  water,  and  the  result  was  that  until 
past  midday  the  river  was  dead  and  presented  a 
scene  of  perfect  desolation.  The  dace  and  other 
varieties  of  pisces  were  dashing  madly  about,  and 
the  mere  casting  of  the  smallest  fly  on  the  finest  of 
tackle  made  them  scoot  off  as  if  shot.  Not  until 
nearly  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  was  anglinw 
possible,  and  in  two  hours  Mr.  Thompson  had  the 

good  fortune  to  kill  three  brace  of  good  grayling  

heaviest  leash,  31b.  13§oz.— and  five  nice  dace.  The 
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eheet  of  water  known  as  the  Rennworth  reservoir. 
Good  Export  has  been  afiorded'  to  its  members,  and  the 
prospects  are  very  encouraging.  The  accounts  showed 
a  substantial  balance  in  hand,  notwithstanding  that 
something  like  £40  had  been  expended  in  prizes.  The 
closing  match,  which  was  fished  at  Garstang  on 
Aug.  30,  brought  out  an  entry  of  thirty-five  members. 
The  catches  were  very  good,  and  only  one  member 
failed  to  land  a  fish.  The  dinner  was  well  attended, 
covers  being  set  for  forty-three.  The  chairman,  Mr.  R. 
Gratrix,  presided,  and  was  supported  by  the  vice-chair- 
man, Mr.  N.  H.  Ramsden.  After  the  cloths  had  been 
removed  the  secretary  (Mr.  Thomas  Riley)  read  letters 
of  apology  for  non-attendance  from  the  president 
(Mr.  Alderman  Chorlton),  the  vice-president  (Mr. 
Alderman  Phethean,  J.P.),  and  the  editor  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  The  evening  was  spent  in  a  musical 
and  social  manner,  occasion  being  taken  to  present  to 
the  secretary  "  a  complete  angler's  outfit,"  including 
rod,  net,  baskets,  reels,  lines,  etc.  Mr.  Gratrix  ia  a 
neat  speech  made  the  presentation,  and  desired  the 
secretary  to  accept  the  presentation  as  not  for  its 
intrinsic  value  but  as  conveying  the  hearty  appre- 
ciation by  members  of  the  services  which  he  had 
rendered.  Mr.  Riley  suitably  acknowledged  the 
kindness,  and  assured  those  present  that  if  the 
society  was  only  as  sucoessful  in  the  future  as  the 
season  then  closing,  it  would  rank  second  to  none  in 
the  county ;  and  the  position  which  it  now  occupied 
as  the  leading  club  in  the  town  would  be  fully  upheld. 
Time  brought  one  of  the  most  successful  gatherings 
ever  held  in  Bolton  in  angling  circles  only  too  early 
to  a  close.  Thomas  Riley,  Hon.  Sec. 


^ofcs  from  il^c  "ilorf^. 

The  brown  trout  season  is  over,  and  has  been  one  of 
the  most  erratic  on  record. 


An  old  hand,  who  is  ever  on  the  warpath  for  either 
salmon  or  trout,  has  in  a  word  characterised  the 
present  angling  season  up  to  date  as  "  rotten."  It  is 
scarcely  graceful,  but  epigrammatic  in  the  extreme. 


The  back-end  salmon  season  in  the  north  u  about 
half  gone,  yet  a  good  October  may  redeem  it  in  a 
measure,  although  the  rivers  for  ansling  purposes  will 
soon  begin  to  close  up. 

Lady  Bridge  is  running  up  a  good  score  on  the 
Deveron.  It  will  be  a  race  between  her  and  her 
Royal  Highness  the  Duchess  of  Fife  for  the  first  place 
as  the  lady  angler  with  the  highest  score  of  salmon 
for  the  season. 


In  a  season  like  the  present  one  gets  tired  of  speaking 
or  hinting  at  the  weather,  yet  one  who  keeps  notes 
puts  it  down  at  twenty  dirty  days  (cold  sleet,  hail,  or 
rain)  for  one  of  acceptable  sunshine  and  genial  con- 
ditions otherwise. 


In  view  of  the  annual  stocking  of  hatcheries  a 
month  hence  or  so,  those  on  the  look-out  note  with 
the  greatest  satisfaction  the  large  number  of  salmon 
getting  up  into  the  higher  reaches,  where  the  earliest 
ripe  fish  are  met  with  in  most  gratifying  numbers. 


Mr.  Carnegie  (or  rather  Dr.  Carnegie),  after  a  series 
of  visits  to  various  cities  where  he  has  scattered  his 
beneJactions,  will  sail  for  tbe  "Land  of  the  Free" 
towards  the  end  of  October. 


Although  possessing  many  miles  of  first-class  salmon 
fishing  the  great  philanthropist  has  scarcely  wielded 
the  rod  since  his  advent  at  Skibo  in  the  early  summer. 
Yet  he  enjoys  nothing  like  a  run  with  a  salmon. 


The  Silver  and  Cinnamon  has  been  the  most  killing 
lidal  lure  all  over  the  North.  Next  to  it  comes  the 
Red  Palmer,  or  rather  Soldier  Palmer,  and  then  the 
Alexandra. 


The  most  killing  salmon  flies  are  the  Jock  Scott, 
Gordon,  Akroyd,  and  any  of  the  Doctors  or  their  order. 


The  rivers  north  of  the  Tay  wore  in  semi-flood  on 
Monday,  and  on  Tuesday  those  who  know  the  lie  of 
the  land  on  the  various  tidal  waters  made  heavy 
baskets  of  sea-trout  and  finnock. 


On  Oct.  15,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  trout 
angling  in  Scotland,  it  will  be  illegal  to  be  found  in 
l)Ossession  of  a  brovra  trout.    Hurrah  1 


Those  who  use  maggots  extensively  should  try 
them  on  a  large  salmon  fly,"  writes  an  esteemed 
friend  and  brother  angler.  Most  likely  he  means  to 
hook  a  salmon,  although  he  does  not  say  so,  and  to 
fish  in  the  dark.  But  neither  maggots  nor  after  dark 
angling  is  much  to  the  liking  of     Si'EciAr.  Scotch. 


ABOUT  SEA-GULT>S.* 


Sea-gulls  I  have  heard,  which  had  been  caught 
young,  and  tamed,  have  continued  to  keep  up  their 
intimacy  with  those  who  reared  them  after  they  had 
gained  the  full  use  of  their  wings  and  were  at  perfect 
liberty ;  though  they  took  advantage  of  it  to  go  away 
every  year  at  the  breeding-season,  and  migiit  have 
been  supposed  to  have  entirely  resumed  .their  natural 
habits.  Both  of  these  instances  occurred  in  the  Isle 
of  Wight — one  at  Calbouvne,  where  I  well  remember 
Old  Phil,"  as  he  was  called,  year  after  year,  sailing 
over  the  village-green  and  alighting  on  a  low  wall  at 
the  grocer's  shop,  from  which  he  used  to  be  fed  with 
bits  of  cheese,  of  which  he  was  very  fond,  and  other 
similar  dainties.  The  other  instance  was  near  Sea 
View,  where,  I  am  informed,  the  gull  used  to  return 
in  the  same  way,  bis  former  tameness  not  appearing 
to  have  been  at  all  affected  by  his  temporary  retire- 
ment into  wild  life.  Not  the  least  remarkable  part  of 
the  history  oE  these  birds  is  that,  during  the  breeding- 
season,  each  of  them  occasionally  brought  his  mate 
with  him  to  introduce  her  to  his  old  friends  and  to 
invite  her  to  partake  of  their  hospitality.  I  don't 
think,  indeed,  that  "  Old  Phil"  ever  prevailed  on  his 
better  half  to  come  and  share  his  cheese,  but  she  used 
to  keep  him  company  into  the  village,  and  sometimes 
amuse  herself  in  a  pond  hard  by,  wliilst  he  went  to 
pay  his  accustomed  visit  to  the  grocer.  In  the  other 
case,  near  Sea  View,  my  informant  tells  me  the  wild 
gull  used  to  come  up  and  feed  with  the  tame  one 
under  his  dining-room  windows,  though  she  would  not 
approach  quite  close  so  long  as  anyone  was  visible  at 
them,  but  sat  on  the  grass-plat  a  short  distance  oS,  or 
hovered  round  until  the  coast  seemed  clear. 

Perhaps  there  is  naturally  less  fear  of  man  enter- 
tained by  gulls  than  by  most  other  birds.  One  can 
scarcely  be  for  a  few  hours  at  sea,  or  by  the  water  in  a 
harbour-town,  without  some  of  them,  from  curiosity 
or  carelessness,  coming  round  so  close  to  one  as  to 
afford  sufficient  proof  of  this.  On  one  occasion,  whilst 
fishing  at  some  distance  outside  the  harbour  at 
Stornoway,  I  threw  over,  i  foul-hooked,  and  brought 
into  the  boat,  with  a  short  cuddy  rod  and  line,  which 
happened  to  be  on  board,  two  gulls,  as  they  flew  round 
close  to  us,  allured  by  the  hope  of  a  share  in  our  fish. 
The  first,  when  released,  not  having  exhibited  the 
slightest  fear,  but  continued  to  hover  rouiid  us, 
closer,  if  anything,  than  before,  as  if  he  fancied  he 
had  then  a  special  claim  to  our  attention,  I  thought 
on  catching  the  second  I  would  see  to  what  extent 
he  might  be  disposed  to  entertain  friendly  relations 
towards  us.  Accordingly,  I  took  him  in  my  lap, 
and  offered  him  some  nice  bits  of  fish.  At  first 
he  professed  to  be  angry,  and  pecked  at  my  fingers 
instead  of  the  fish,  as  if  to  ask  whether  I  thought  it 
possible  that  he  would  condescend  to  accept  my 
donations  under  restraint.  However,  having  accident- 
ally-on-purpose  got  hold  of  a  piece  of  the  fish,  down  it 
went;  and,  apparently  thinking  that  under  the 
circumstances  he  might  do  worse,  he  set  to  work  with 
no  ill-will  or  appetite,  and  soon  got  through  a  good 
part  of  a  haddock.  Then,  however,  whether  from 
eating  too  fa&t,  or  from  his  position  being  uncomfort- 
able, or  perhaps  from  a  feeling  that  he  had  been 
compromising  his  dignity— fortunately  for  me  I  had 
a  pair  of  mackintosh  overalls  on— up  it  all  came 
again.  As  I  had  been  for  some  time  engaged  in 
feeding  this  nurslin?,  who  thus  repaid  me  by  "  puking 
in  his  nurse's  arms,"  and  the  fish  were  biting  freely,  I 
left  him  to  his  own  devics',  and  away  he  went.  Oa 
regaining  his  liberty,  however,  so  far  from  appearing 
to  resent  my  compulsory  kindness,  he  rather  seemed 
to  wish  for  a  repetiti  >n  of  the  same  course  of  treat- 
ment, for  he  continued  to  fly  backwards  and  forwardj 
within  a  few  feet  of  our  heads,  as  if  he  thought  he 
had  been  a  fool  after  all.  The  captain  of  one  of  the 
Dover  and  Ostend  steamers  told  me  that  he  had  seen 
a  gull  come  and  take  off  the  taffrail  food  which  had 
been  placed  there  for  him. 

Changes  of  weather  may  be  foretold  with  consider- 
able accuracy  by  observing  the  flight  of  gulls,  as,  after 
faeding  inland,  they,  according  to  their  invariable 
custom,  wing  their  way  homewards  towards  evening 
to  their  roosting-places  in  the  cliffs;  making  this 
transit  in  fine  weather  high  and  in  comparative 
silence,  but  in  bad  blustery  weather,  and  before  rain, 
much  more  noisily  and  nearer  to  the  ground,  merely 
skirting  the  tops  of  the  coverts  which  lie  in  their 
course. 
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biggest  dace  when  caught  weighed  lib.  loz.  But 
for  the  fact  of  the  angler  having  to  leave  to  catch 
the  London  train,  this  catch  would  in  all  probability 
have  been  easily  doubled,  as  at  4.30,  when  the  river 
was  left  behind,  both  dace  and  grayling  were  rising 
and  taking  well.  The  killing  fly  was  "  The  Witch," 
fished  dry.  The  handsome  silver  cup  offered  by 
Mr.  Frank  Ward  for  half  a  dozen  dace  over  six 
ounces  apiece  is  still  going  a-begging.  Mr.  Thompson 
was  congratulated  most  heartily  upon  his  take,  and 
members  much  admired  the  fine  show  which  he 
had  taken  the  trouble  to  bring  up  to  the  meeting. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  with  Major  Graham  Gordon, 
had  been  fishing  in  the  Midlands  and  had  taken 
trout.  A  telegram  was  received  from  Mr.  Robert  C. 
Blundell,  stating  that  his  first  day  on  the  Deveron 
had  resulted  in  his  killing  a  101b.  salmon.  The 
Colne  at  Uxbridge  was  reported  to  be  very  low,  and 
Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  mentioned  that  in  a  high  reach 
of  the  Thames  he  had  found  the  water  very  bright 
and  clear  and  roach  right  off  feed.  In  a  private 
part  of  the  Colne,  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  had  taken  chub 
and  dace  with  the  fly,  but  here  again  the  river  was 
abnormally  low  and  streamless. — Hon.  Sec, 
South  London  Anglees'  United  Visiting  List — 
The  Walworth  Waltonians  had  the  pleasure  of 
receiving  the  anglers  of  South  London  on  Monday 
last,  the  occasion  being  the  distribution  of  prizes 
won  at  Yalding  in  the  competition.  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade 
occupied  the  chair,  Mr.  J.  J.  Smith  in  the  vice.  The 
twenty-four  prizes  were  well  distributed  among  the 
various  clubs.  Mr.  W.  Tyler  (United  Bros.),  1st 
prize,  f  1  Is. ;  Mr.  F.  Crowther  (Junior  Pisoatorials), 
2nd,  15s.;  Mr.  Thomas  (Stockwell),  3rd,  12s.  6d. ; 
Mr.  P.  Belton  (U.  Bros.),  4th,  10s.  Gd.,  presented  by 
the  Stockwell  Angling  Society ;  Mr.  T.  Baker  (B. 
Bros.),  6th,  10s.  6d.,  presented  by  Mr.  Montgomery 
(Duchess  Angling  Society),  and  the  winner  of  Mr. 
Every's  prize  of  lOs.  6d.  for  largest  roach ;  Mr, 
Anstey  (Stockwell),  6th,  lOs,  6d.,  presented  by 
Messrs.  Hookerday  and  Butler  (Duchess  Angling 
Society),  the  remainder  of  prizes  at  lOs.  6d.  down 
to  the  humble  dollar  being  handed  to  the  winners. 
Mention  was  made  that  Mr.  Crowther,  2nd  prize 
winner,  had  departed  for  India,  and  his  health 
was  drunk  by  the  assembly.  Messrs.  Wray  and 
Hammond  were  able  as  M.C.'s  to  place  those 
talented  artistes,  Messrs.  0.  Angold,  T.  Freeman, 
W.  Jackson,  S.  Moorcrof  t,  T.  Pearce,  Master  Young, 
W.  Pjior,  J,  H,  Hurst,  G.  Cartwright  during  the 
evening  upon  the  stage,  and  assisted  by  one  of  the 
best  of  pianists  the  evening  passed  along  very  jolly. 
Delegate  meeting  to  settle  date  and  place  of  next 
competition  will  be  held  on  Wednesday  (Oct.  1),  at 
Junior  Pisoatorials,  opposite  S.E.R.,  New  Cross. 
The  next  club  to  receive  a  visit  will  be  the 
Stockwell  Angling  Society  on  Tuesday  (Oct  14). — 
A.  G,  Smith  (Hon.  Sec). 


MORE  ABOUT  FERNS. 


Me.  Feancis  Geoege  Heath,  who  has  been  aptly 
described  as  "  the  prophet  of  fern  culture,"  is  busily 
occupied  in  completing,  for  immediate  issue,  a  new 
book  on  ferns.  The  book  deals  with  the  subject  of  the 
numerous  and  beautiful  variations  from  the  normal 
forms  of  British  ferns,  and  is  intended  to  be  a  "  com- 
panion volume "  to  the  same  author's  work,  "  The 
Fern  World,"  which,  though  now  for  some  time  "  out 
of  print,"  has  obtained  a  world-wide  popularity  and 
sale.  "  The  Fetn  World,"  however,  is  now  to  be  re- 
issued in  a  tenth  (author's)  edition,  with  its  coloured 
plates,  representing  full  figures  of  all  the  normal 
species  of  British  ferns,  specially  redrawn  to  include 
the  venation,  or  system  of  veins,  of  each  frond,  an 
arrangement  that  gives  a  life-like  character  to  the 
prints  of  the  fascinating  plants,  and  renders  their 
identification  with  the  plants  themselves  a  matter  of 
certainty.  The  fern  illustrations  to  the  new  book  on 
"Varieties" — specially  drawn  by  Miss  Ada  Brooke,  a 
well-known  delineator  of  plant  forms  —are  all  in  black- 
and-white,  as  for  colour  the  reader  will  be  referred  to 
the  nature-tinted  plates  of  "The  Fern  World."  Mr. 
Heath  has  not  written  a  new  farn  book  for  a  consider- 
able time. — J'ublishcis'  Circular. 


ROYAL  ASHTON  ANGLING  SOCIETY, 
BOLTON. 


Annual  Dinner. 

This  Eociety,  which  has  only  been  in  existence  since 
the  autumn  of  last  year,  brought  their  season  to  a 
close  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  17,  a  dinner  marking  the 
occasion.  The  membership  is  limited  to  forty-five, 
and  being  the  only  subscription  club  in  the  district, 
admission  was  readily  sought  by  the  majority  of  well- 
known  gentlemen  interested  in  angling.  The  club 
has  secured  for  its  members,  from  the  Rennworth 
Boating   Club,    the    rights   of   fishing    the  fine 


Mb.  R.  B,  MABSTON.Toditor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
has  been  elected  a  Fellov^  of  the  Institute  of  Journalists. 


*  From  Cornwall  Simeon's  "Stray  Notes  on  Sea 
Fishing  and  Natural  History," 
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TORTOISE-SHELL 


Established 
1790. 


MIXTURE 

All  that  a  Perfect  Pipe  Tobacco  should  be. 


i-lb.  Tins, 
1/8. 


W.  A.  &  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN, 


Branch  of  the  Imperial  Tobacco  Company  [oif 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland),  Limited, 


Buy  from  the  real 
Makers, 

H.  DISHLEY&GO. 

LEEK,  STAFFS., 

SILK,  LINEN, 
COTTON  LINES 

Plaited  and  Twisted. 


SPEC  I A  L    WA  TERPROOFING. 


LANDING  NETS, 

ALL  KINDS. 
Special  Terms  for  Quantities. 


rO  UR  O  VTFIT  IS  NOT  COMPLETE 
WITHOUT  A  PACKET  OF 

KING'S  NATURAL  BAIT 

25  YEARS'  test  has  proved  it  to  be  the 
MOST  SUCCESSFUL  for  all  fish  taking 
paste  bait.  Two  colours,  White  and 
Pink.    Sticks  well  on  the  hook. 

Packets  3d.  and  6d.  each.   If  by  post, 
postage  extra. 

CEROLEUM. 

The  best  DRESSING  for  Lines  known. 
Easily  applied.  No  stickiness  or  peeling. 
Prevents  kinking ;  lasts  two  seasons. 

Packets  6d,  &  Is.  each;  postage  extra. 


Of  aU  TACKLE  SEALESS,  or  from  the  Maker 
MSTUUTB.^  KINO, 

Chemist,  Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich. 


Stock  your  Rivers  and  Streams  tvith  jiUTe  Itchen  River  Trout, 
Your  Lakes  and  Ponds  with  Loch  Leven  and  Rainbotvs. 
PRICES  ON  APPLICATION  TO 

MANAGER,  Itchen  River  Trout  Breeding-  Establishment, 

C]:iill£i.nd,   'Wixicli.estiex*,  Ustntis, 

FOURTH    EDITION    NOW  READY. 

DOMESTICATED  TROUT :  How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE.     Oiown  8vo.,  12s.  6d. 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MAK.STON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C 


peaps' 
Soap 

Specially  recommended  to 
ANGLERS 

BY  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 


CISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London 


THE 

Indian  Sporting  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

ClRCULATKS  THROUOIIOUT  INDIA,  CEYLON, 
IJURMAH  AND  ASSAM. 

The  Only  Sporting  Paper  in  Western  India, 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 

FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 
FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 

Published  every  Sunday.    Subscription  16«.  per 
annum.    Single  copies,  7rf.,  post  free. 

Printed  and  Publi.  hcd  at  Times  of  India  Press, 
Horn  bay. 

LONDON  OKf  ICE  :  121,  FLEET  STREET,  E.C. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKIIMG. 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Fish  :— 
Trout,  Salmon,  Grayling,  Char,  Bass,  Sunfish,  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  Dace, 
Tench,   Golden  Orfe,   Golden  Tench,   Goldfish,   Eels,  Crayfish,  Gudgeon, 
Minnows,  Burbot,  &c. 
Guaranteed  Safe  Delivenj  in  Perfection  Carriers. 
Also  Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Tanks,  Fish-food,  Apparatus,  and  Advice. 
Large  Crops  of  Rainbows  and  Carp  yearlings.    Grayling  limited. 

Address^      THOIVIAS  FORD, 
INLsLTVoip     Fisliei?y,     Ca.ist;ox>,  Xjincolns]:iii>e. 

PRICE  LISTS  FRKE.  ESTABLISHED  1880. 


LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 


Illustrated  French  Angling  Paper,  published  the  1st  and  15th  of  each  month. 

Annual  Snbscrijttion,  Gs.  6d. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed^to  the  Directors— Wykks  Freres.SO,  Quai  de  Louvro,  Paris. 


BENETFINKc 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites 

At  Loivest  Net  Cash  Prices. 

TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/-  per  doz. 

A  SPECIALITY, 

CHUB,  LOCH  and  SEA  TROUT  FLIES,  1/6  per  doz. 
SALMON  FLIE5  (tied  to  order),  1/-  to  1/6  each. 


7/- 

9/- 


QREENHEART  ROD,  11  ft.  (3  joints),  balanced  butt 
GREENHEART  CYCLE  ROD,  9  ft.  (5  joints) . . 
SPLIT  CANE  ROD,  10  ft.  (3  joints),  2  tops,  Cork  Grip, 

grooved  wood  case,  in  bag  complete..         ..         ..  11/6 

BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED 

GREENHEART    FLY   ROD,   2   tops,  top  case, 
Snake  Rings,  Universal  Winch  Fittings,  lo  ft., 
II  ft.  or  12  ft.  . . 
BEST   ENGLISH   MADE   SPLIT  CANE  FLY  ROD, 

2  tops,  top  case,  serrated  ferrules,  spiral  lock  joints, 

Cork  Grip,  10  ft.,  11  ft.  or  12  ft  

If  with  Steel  Centre     . .        . .        . .        . .  extra 

N.B. — All  Rods  are  priced  complete  with  Sags. 


21/- 


75/- 
20/- 


WADINQ  NETS,  with  clip,  from  5/6  each  complete. 
FINE,    NATURAL,   MEDIUM  and   STRONG  CASTS, 
3  yds.,  6d.,  8d.  and  9d.  each. 
"HERCULES"  CASTS,  all  sizes,  8d.  each. 

Mention  "Fishing:  Gazette." 
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Tread  on  a  ivorni  and  it  will  twn. 


Wednesday  evening  next  (Oct.  1),  at  eight  o'clock 
sharp,  Chas.  A.  Payton,  Esq.,  H.B.M.  Consul  at 
Calais,  will  preside  at  the  formal  opening  of  the  new 
headquarters  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  No. 
4,  Fetter-lane,  Fleet-street,  E.G.  (next  door  to  Peel's 
Hotel).  The  "  Sarcelle  "  cup  will  be  handed  to  the 
fortunate  winner,  and  also  the  medals  won  in  the 
1901-2  specimen  fish  competition.  Come  early,  as 
there  will  probably  be  a  slight  difficulty  for  late 
comers  to  get  a  front  seat. 


The  London  and  North- Western  llailway  officials 
seized  the  opportunity  offered  by  the  departure  of  the 
Earl  and  Countess  of  Dudley  for  Ireland  on  Wednesday 
to  attempt  the  establishment  of  a  record  in  English 
railway  travelling  by  covering  the  2G4  miles  between 
London  and  Holyhead  without  a  single  stop.  Success 
attended  the  venture,  the  train  reaching  its  destination 
two  minutes  in  advance  of  the  scheduled  time. 
*****  * 

"  The  Rocky  Eoad  to  Dublin  "  is  the  title  of  a  good 
old  Irish  song,  hut  surely  there  could  have  been  no 
"  rocky  road  "  between  Euston  Station  and  Holyhead, 
or  Mr.  Skipworth  and  his  colleagues  who  travelled  in 
the  express  train  could  never  have  achieved  the 
marvellous  performance  of  running  264  miles  without 
a  stop.  I  have  three  times  in  my  life  journeyed  to 
dear  old  Dublin,  but,  so  far  as  I  can  remember,  wo 
had  viorc  than  one  stoppage. 

+  *  *  -  *         .  * 

I  am  not  quite  so  fond  of  slow  travelling  as  the 
Shah,  but  an  average  speed  of  fifty-two  miles  an  hour 
is  a  splendid  perfoimance.  The  L.  andN.W.  llailway 
are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  methods  adopted  to 
attain  this  end.  Between  Euston  and  Holyhead  there 
are  eight  tanks  from  which  a  moving  engine  auto- 
matically draws  its  supply  of  water,  and  the  difficulty 
standing  in  the  way  of  so  long  a  run  has  been  in  the 
main  reduced  to  one  of  coal-carrying  capacity.  The 
size  of  the  tender  is  necessarily  limited,  and  it  was 
found  that  the  one  used  on  Wednesday  held  about 
a  ton  short  in  ordinary  capacity  of  the  minimum 
fuel  required  for  consumption  on  the  projected 
run.  To  get  over  this  difficulty  the  coal  was  very 
carefully  selected,  and  all  thac  would  not  pack 
without  waste  of  space  was  rejected.  Well  done, 
Mr. I  Skipwoith,  and  when  I  cross  to  Dublin  for 
my,  Christmas  holidays  I  shall  be  pleased  to  travel  as 
far  as  Holyhead  without  a  "  stop."  I  must  leave  the 
little  journey  by  boat  to  the  captain  and  the  weather. 

Mk.  Richard  Simpson,  smack  owner,  and  an 
ex-sheriff  of  Hull,  committed  suicide  on  Wednesday 
morning  by  hanging  himself  at  his  home  in  Colten- 
ham-street,  Hull.  At  the  last  Yorkshire  assizes  a 
verdict  was  given  against  Mr.  Simpson  for  £37,000,  in 
connection  with  the  flotation  of  a  fishing  company, 
and  it  is  supposed  that  this  preyed  on  his  mind.  The 
affair  has  caused  a  great  sensation,  among  the  Hull 
fishing  community. 


ORMESBy  Beoad  is  one  of  the  best  places  to  spend  * 
fishing  holiday.  My  friend  and  brother  angler,  Mr- 
Arthur  Ward,  has  just  returned  to  London,  and  gives 
me  a  glowing  account  of  sport  obtained.  He  did  not 
succeed  in  capturing  the  81b.  bream  which  is  reported 
to  "  lurk  "  there,  but  he  safely  landed  a  jack  which 
weighed  7Jlb.  When  I  state  that  it  was  taken  on  a 
No.  5  bream  hook,  and  the  bait  a  lob  worm,  it  will  be 
conceded  that  Mr.  A.  Ward  deserves  a  re-ward.  Jack 
are  not  always  hungry,  but  when  they  are,  large  worms 
are  frequently  appropriated. 


There  is  a  road  in  Norfolk  county  so  lonely  that 
one  man  has  been  known  to  borrow  a  wheelbarrow,  on 
leaving  the  village  pub  at  night,  to  keep  him  company 
home. 


Mr.  Sid  RAN.sojr,  who,  in  company  with  Mr.  W. 
Nie  and  F.  Oxland,  is  sojourning  in  Norfolk,  writes 
from  Thetford : — 

"  Dear  DRAfi.--I  am  cnce  again  in  the  dear  old 
county  and  finding  everything  as  usual — all  that  can 
be  desired.  We  are  at  present  staying  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mayes  at  the  Black  Horse,  and  to  all  intending 
visitors  to  these  parts  I  could  not  recommend  a  better 
host  or  hostess  nor  a  more  comfortable  home.  The 
river  this  side  of  Brandon  is  choked  with  weeds  at 
present,  but  will  be  better  in  a  week  or  two.  Weed 
cutting  has  been  in  progress  at  the  latter  place, 
where  I  mot  your  old  friend  Rolph  of  the  Ram 
Inn,  who  sends  his  regards  to  yourself  and  all 
London  friends.  Mr.  Brabben  is  still  at  the  St. 
Nicholas  Stores,  1'hetford,  always  willing  to  entertain, 
refresh,  or  give  advice  to  the  stranger.  It  seems  to 
mo  very  remarkable  that  more  visitors  do  not  find 
their  way  to  this  part  of  the  country.    The  Breckland, 


for  instance,  is  one  of  the  wildest  and  most  attractive 
stretches  of  heathland  that  one  could  imagine,  miles 
and  miles  of  open  country  following  one  upon  the 
other  without  a  solitary  cottage  to  relieve  the  picture 
or  without  the  hope  of  meeting  a  fellow  creature. 
The  local  guide  book  is  about  correct  when  it 
says  that  "probably  half  the  mileage  of  the 
highways  in  this  district  is  unbounded  by  hedge  or 
bank,  and  this  freedom  of  vision  and  absence  of  ozone 
fortification  gives  one  the  exhilaration  of  perfect 
liberty."  Yesterday  I  paid  a  visit  to  Euston,  the 
beautiful  estate  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton.  The  ruins  of 
Euston  Hall,  burnt  some  months  ago,  are  still  standing 
and  form  a  sad  picture  among  the  surrounding  scenes 
of  natural  beauty." 


The  Secretary  of  the  Dlbdin  Angling  Society  asks 
me  to  announce  that  in  future  their  meetings  will  be 
held  at  the  Marquis  of  Camden,  Pratt-street,  Camden 
Town.  On  Wednesday  evening  they  will  have  what 
is  called  a  "  house-warmer,"  to  which  members  of 
other  societies  are  invited. 


The  secretary  of  the  Woking  Angling  Society  sayS 
that  their  match  on  Sept.  21  was  fairly  successful,  as 
although  the  water  was  in  good  order  the  fishes  were 
not  anxious  to  sample  the  various  rccherch!  morccaux 
offered  for  their  delectation.  Messrs.  J.  Heather,  R. 
Heather,  and  G.  Raggett  were  the  chief  prize  winners. 
A  chub  of  41b.  4Joz.  was  taken  in  their  waters  at  Send. 


OUR  P.O.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 


Mr.  S.  C.  Avery. 


We  give  herewith  the  portrait  of  a  very  keen  and 
successful  young  angler,  Mr.  S.  C.  Avery,  of  Ball  Mill, 
near  Worcester.  His  father  is  one  of  the  oldest  of  our 
Fishing  Gazette  subscribers.  Mr.  S.  C.  Avery  is  a 
member  of  the  Worcester  City  Angling  Club ;  he  fishes 
on  the  Teme  and  Severn  chiefly,  and  is  well  known  as 
one  of  the  most  successful  anglers  in  the  district, 
often  getting  baskets  of  151b.  to  201b.  of  chub  or  other 
fish.  For  several  years  in  succession  he  has  won  the 
Bowen  Challenge  Cup  for  his  club,  and  has  taken 
many  other  prizes  in  competition  with  some  of  the 
best  anglers  of  Worcestershire  ;  in  fact,  Mr.  Avery  is 
considered  very  hard  to  beat. 


Although  crayfishing— whefi  there  Were  many  to 
catch — commenced  in  southern  streams  with  the 
barley  harvest,  it  was  equally  pleasant  (writes 
"  Rusticus  ")  as  a  change  from  rod  or  gun  to  proceed 
to  the  water-meadows  by  moonlight  on  calm  September 
evenings.  And  yet  here  and  there  a  small  river  or 
stream  escaped  the  destructive  microbe.  Possibly 
there  has  been  no  discovery  of  the  cause  for  the  pre- 
sence of  the  decimator?  In  connexion  with  the 
crustaceans,  when  Mr.  Senior,  now  editor  of  the  Field, 
had  a  few  years  since  been  trying  the  Lambourne  for 
grayling,  somebody  presented  the  famous  fly  fisher  with 
some  crayfish  from  the  stream.  In  the  hurry  of  writing, 
the  gift  was  described  as  being  "  three-quarters  of  a 
hundredweight  1  "  Obviously  this  was  in  mistake  for 
seventy-five  (three-quarters  of  a  hundred).  But  there, 
mistakes  will  occur  in  the  most  critical  of  "  Reading  "- 
rooms,  especially  of  newspaper  olfices  where  "follow 
the  copy  "  is  as  irrevocable  as  the  laws  of  certain  folk 
mentioned  in  Scripture. 


Frederic  Remington's  striking  drawings  of  Western 
life_  are  familiar  to  thousands,  reproduced  in  black  and 
white,  but  very  few  have  had  the  opportunity  to  know 
how  beautiful  and  artistic  is  the  original  colouring. 
In  the  October  Scribner's  four  of  Remington's  best 
drawings  called  "  Western  Types  "  will  be  reproduced 
in  their  original  colours.  J.  Q.  A.  Ward,  the  sculptor 
of  the  wonderful  "Victory"  which  crowned  the 
Naval  Arch  in  New  York,  will  also  be  the  subject  of  an 
article.  His  Washington,  Lafayette,  General  Thomas, 
Beeoher,  Vanderbilt,  and  Alexander  H.  Stephens  will 
be  reproduced. 


Writing  on  sport  as  an  aid  to  longevity,  the 
American  Field  says  that  the  fact  that  pure  air  is 
absolutely  essential  to  health  is  the  first  purely 
physical  reason  why  field  sports  are  beneficial.  By 
confinement  in  close  rooms,  and  by  constant  associa- 
tion with  numbers  of  his  fellows  under  such  circum- 
stances, a  man  becomes  enervated,  because  the  air  he 
breathes  is  loaded  with  poisonous  exhalations  from 
his  own  and  the  systems  of  others,  and  so  loses  its 
vivifying  power.  Men  whose  business  requires  them 
to  lead  confined  lives  sufler  from  this  cause  as  much 
as  from  mental  strain.  It  is  true,  pure  air  can  be 
obtained  by  men  who  are  not  sportsmen,  and  if  it  was 
the  sole  benefit  derived  from  sports  nothing  more 
could  be  claimed  for  them  than  for  any  other  method 
of  getting  it ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  this  is  only  one 
of  their  results,  and  it  is  in  the  peculiar  combination 
of  this  with  others — a  combination  which  cannot  be 
equalled  by  any  other  arrangement  of  circumstances— 
that  their  value  lies. 


The  following  pretty  scene  was  recently  enacted  on 
the  banks  of  the  far-famed  Kennet — locus  in  quo  & 
secret.  A  lady  piscator  was  trout  fishing  after  dark 
with  a  white  moth,  and  got  into  a  "  banger."  She 
held  on  like  grim  death,  and  the  fish,  a  good  three- 
pounder,  floundered  and  bustled  about  in  a  manner 
which  threatened  to  smash  everything.  Finally  the 
hook  came  away,  whereupon  the  fair  one  shouted  to 
her  better  half,  who  was  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
stream,  "Oh,  Tom,  I've  lost  him!  Do  say  'damn' 
for  me  I  "  Whether  Tom  did  utter  such  a  manly 
ejaculation  deponent  knoweth  not.  At  any  rate,  the 
disappointed  piscatress  used,  as  far  as  could  be  heard, 
no  stronger  language  than  "  Dash  it — confound  it !  " 
The  fair  dame  would  assuredly  make  a  patient  fisher- 
woman,  for  her  stoicism  and  calmness  under 
most  trying  and  temper-rousing  circumstances  were 
wonderful  to  behold. 


Mb.  W.  McMillan,  a  member  of  a  London  angling 
club,  was  fishing  at  Cheshunt  on  Sept.  17  when  he 
captured  a  trout  weighing  81b.,  in  splendid  condition. 
The  bait  was  a  dace.  Mr.  Sanders,  of  Highbury,  is 
setting  it  up. ' 

A  PAPER  which  threw  a  new  light  on  salmon  disease, 
which  has  been  pretty  rife  in  Western  waters,  was 
that  read  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Patterson  before  the  British 
Association.  This  ailment,  says  the  Western  Daily 
Mercury,  well  known  to  fishers  at  large,  has  hitherto 
been  regarded  as  being  due  to  the  presence  of  a  fungus 
found  growing  on  the  afiected  fish,  and  known  as  the 
Saprolegnia  ferax,  Mr.  Patterson  disputes  this  idea, 
because  he  failed  to  produce  the  ailment  in  twenty- 
seven  fish,  of  different  kinds,  which  were  in  close 
contact  with  cultures  of  the  fungus.  The  real  cause 
of  the  disease  he  holds  to  be  a  liquefying  bacillus,  but 
the  interesting  point  is  raised  that  the  fungus  cannot 
grow  save  in  association  with  the  microbe  in  question. 
The  bacillus  in  this  case  is  regarded  as  the  forerunner 
of  the  fungus.  It  seems  to  be  an  instance  of  what 
zoologists  call  symbiosis,  or  the  association  of  two  or 
more  diSerent  organisms,  one  paving  the  way  for  the 
existence  ef  the  other.  Mr.  Patterson  recommends 
the  removal  from  the  rivers  of  all  dead  fish,  which  he 
advises  should  be  cremated,  to  avoid  the  spores  of  the 
bacilli  being  conveyed  by  rain  into  the  rivers  from  fish 
which  have  been  buried. 


Katawela,  who  performs  disguised  as  a  cat  and 
executes  some  extraordinary  feats  on  a  bicycle,  will 
make  his  first  appearance  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  on 
Monday  next.  The  first  Chrysanthemum  Show  of  the 
year  will  be  held  on  Oct.  7,  8,  and  9. 

A  correspondent  of  a  fishing  turn  of  mind  writes 
to  know  how  he  is  to  increase  the  depth  of  water  in  9, 
shallow  stream.  I  referred  the  question  to  a  cele- 
brated river  expert,  and  he  has  returned  the  following 
cryptic  message  ; — "  Dam  it,  and  lock  it  up." 


Although  the  past  season  has  been  most  unfavour- 
able for  the  sport  of  otter  hunting,  Mr.  Buckley's 
hounds,  which  hunt  the  rivers  in  North  and  Central 
Wales,  have  had  grand  sport,  and  accounted  for  twenty, 
one  otters.  Eight  of  those  were  killed  in  the  Yorkshirij 
rivers,  and  where  hundreds  of  Yorkshiremen  attended 
the  meets.  The  season  ends  next  week  with  three 
days; —  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday  —  on  thf 
Tanat  and  Cain  near  here.  Dragnet. 
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Pfovineial  flogling  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Tlmrsday  tJiorning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  Saturdaj-  afternoon  (Sept.  20)  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  committee  fished  their  annual 
contest  in  the  river  Trent  at  Alrewas,  by  the  kind 
permission  of  the  Midland  Piscatorial  Society ;  the 
members  turned  up  in  full  force,  and  a  very  enjoyable 
day  was  spent.  The  river  was  in  good  condition,  but 
owing  to  the  weedy  state  of  the  river  sport  was  rather 
poor.  The  contest  was  fished  under  the  society's  rules, 
the  result  of  the  weighing  in  being  that  the  prizes 
were  won  by  Messrs.  J.  Jones,  H.  Tullett,  H.  Coleman 
and  W.  R.  Holding.  Mr.  Bailey,  the  water-bailifi  to 
the  society,  pegged  the  ground  out  and  acted  as  umpire. 
Some  grand  fishing  has  been  had  at  Kemsey  since  my 
last  notes  were  forwarded.  Mr.  Joe  Harris,  of  the 
Severn  Trow  Inn,  took  about  701b.  of  roach  with  the 
red  stewed  wheat ;  and  Mr.  Harrad  took  some  very 
fine  roach  up  to  lib.  Toz.  each,  and  some  good  chub. 
Mr.  Harris  writes  to  say  that  he  has  purchased  a  new 
punt,  and  that  any  of  his  patrons  can  have  the  use  of 
the  same  for  chub  fishing,  which  now  is  at  its  best  on 
the  Severn.  The  Kiddermipster  anglers  are  making 
preparations  for  the  chub,  their  chief  mode  being  to 
use  the  clotted  blood  mixed  with  earth  for  baiting 
purposes  thrown  into  the  water  to  get  the  fish 
together,  and  then  baiting  the  hook  with  brains 
about  half  cooked,  just  so  that  they  will  adhere  to  the 
book.  This  mode  of  fishing  is  the  most  successful  for 
chub  fishing  on  the  river  just  mentioned.  Some  very 
good  chub  have  been  taken  from  the  river  Wye  near 
to  Ross,  the  best  fish  weighing  2f  lb.  The  Severn  at 
Hampton  Lode,  mentioned  by  me  repeatedly  in  my 
notes,  has  been  fished  with  success  during  the  past 
week.  A  contest  in  connection  with  the  Kidder- 
minster Angling  Association  for  the  Willis  Bund 
challenge  cup  on  Wednesday  last  resulted  in  Mr.  A.  Crisp 
taking  the  prize  with  a  basket  of  mixed  fish  of  71b., 
not  so  bad  for  a  three  hours'  contest.  My  readers 
will  well  remember  Mr.  W.  Pearson,  the  late  Midland 
Railway  Company's  Superintendent  at  Birmingham. 
Since  his  retirement  from  the  company  he  has  devottd 
most  of  his  time  to  angling,  his  happy  hunting  ground 
is  chiefly  Ireland ;  he  has  just  returned  from  county 
Galway.  In  the  course  of  thirty-one  days  he  has 
taken  307,  the  largest  fish  scaling  5Jlb.  All  were 
taken  with  the  fly.  The  Sutton  Cofdfield  Angling 
Society  has  been  formed,  the  Mayor,  J.  T.  Glover,  J. P., 
has  been  elected  president.  It  is  intended  to  rent 
one  of  the  Park  pools  for  the  members.  The  Avon, 
Severn,  and  Trent  are  in  good  condition  for  angling, 
and  so  are  the  smaller  rivers.  The  canals  are  in  very 
good  order. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Although  for  the  mo.st  part  the  weather  has  been 
beautifully  fine  and  bright  since  my  last  notes  were 
despatched,  a  cold  north-east  wind  has  prevailed, 
and  this  has  considerably  militated  against  successful 
sport  on  the  Fen  waters.  Nevertheless,  a  large 
number  of  rods  has  been  at  work  on  the  various  lengths 
of  the  Witham,  the  middle  reaches  probably  coming 
in  for  most  patronage.  Roach  fithing  has  been 
extremely  disappointing,  more  especially  so  because 
anglers  generally  obtain  the  best  results  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  autumn.  Up  to  the  present,  how- 
ever, the  red  fins  have  oliered  nothing  more  than  a 
modicum  of  sport,  and  those  who  have  angled  in  the 
most  likely  spots  have  been  lucky  to  creel  even  81b.  or 
101b.  When  the  wind  veers  into  a  more  genial  quarter 
this  branch  of  sport  may  improve,  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  (Tuesday  evening)  there  seemed  a  probability 
of  this  taking  place  in  the  near  future,  for  the 
thermometer  was  then  rising.  Like  roach,  bream 
have  also  been  oS  their  feed,  and  a  few  odd  fish  are 
mentioned  as  having  been  killed  on  the  Witham. 
Perch  fishing  has  proved  more  profitable  than  any 
during  the  last  few  days,  and  both  on  the  Witham  and 
Porty-foot  several  nice  specimens  have  been  captured 
with  the  worm,  indeed  a  brace  taken  from  the  latter 
water  in  the  Donnington  district  turned  the  scale  at 
5  Jib.  Trolling  may  scarcely  be  said  to  have  commenced 
on  the  Forty-foot,  but  in  the  Deeping  district  of  the 
Welland  local  sportsmen  continue  to  secure  some 
very  good  fish,  and  pike  captured  recently  have 
weighed  up  to  81b.  From  a  private  pond  in  the 
neighbourhood  a  pike  was  killed  a  few  days  ago 
weighing  within  an  ounce  or  two  of  'Jib.  Upon  dis- 
section he  was  found  to  have  captured  and  eaten  a 
water-hen. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Pike  fishing  has  been  pursued  on  the  river  Hull 
and  some  of  its  tributaries  during  the  past  week  or  so 
■with  very  good  success,  and  a  quantity  of  nice  fish 
secured  going  from  51b.  to  101b.  each.  Some  very 
good  trout  have  also  been  taken  in  various  parts  of 
the  river,  one  being  caught  at  Arram  Beck-end  that 
scaled  .^Ib.  loz  ,  and  another  taken  near  Hempholme 
by  Mr,  H.  Whitfield  of  about  3  Jib.   Several  good  roach 


up  to  IJlb.  each  have  also  been  taken  with  both  pearl 
barley  and  paste,  the  latter  proving  the  best  bait  in 
the  deep  waters  at  Hull  Bridge,  Weel,  Wawne,  and 
Dunswell  the  water  being  rather  dicooloured  in  these 
districts  owing  to  the  recent  rains ;  perch  have  also 
provided  good  sport  at  the  various  beck-ends, 
both  with  worm  and  minnow.  The  Oxonian 
Angling  Society  fished  their  fourth  match  at 
Weelferry  last  week,  Mr.  J.  Dresser  securing 
the  first  prize ;  and  several  other  Hull  societies  have 
decided  matches  during  the  past  week  or  so  on  various 
waters.  The  West  Hull  Angling  Society  visited 
Thoresby  Bridge,  on  the  river  Ludd,  on  Sept.  15, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow  taking  first  prize.  The  Universal 
Angling  Association  also  fished  a  match  on  the  Ludd, 
at  Firebeacon,  on  Sept.  18,  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow  again 
taking  first  honour.  The  Wednesday  Anglers  also 
decided  a  match  on  Sept.  17,  on  the  river  Ancholme, 
near  Brigg,  Mr.  W.  Chapman  winning  the  first  prize. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  final  for  the  Warrington  Association  Challenge 
Shield  was  decided  last  Saturday  (Sept.  20)  in  the 
Shropshire  Union  Canal,  at  Tattenhall-road.  The 
winners  were  the  King  Edward  VII.  Angling  Society, 
who  secured  the  trophy  with  6oz.  12dr.  Naturally 
the  weight  is  disappointing.  The  association  pro- 
gramme is  finished  at  Heatley  to-day  with  the 
officials  (past  and  present)  match.  Mr.  A.  Nixon, 
Horwich,  landed  from  the  Lancaster  Canal,  on 
Saturday  last  (Sept.  20),  three  very  fine  roach 
weighing  as  follows — lib.  14oz.  12dr.,  lib.  6oz.  7dr., 
and  lib.  4oz.  13dr.,  a  peformance  that  will  require  a 
lot  of  beating.  Mr.  W.  E.  McMillan  secured  the  first 
prize  on  Saturday  (Sept.  20)  at  West  Leigh  in  the 
Recreation  Angling  Society's  match.  The  weights 
were  poor.  To-day  the  Gilnow  Club,  also  from  Bolton, 
are  due  at  Astley.  The  weekly  report  from  the 
BoUin  is  ;not  so  good  as  usual.  The  annual  match 
of  the  Stockport  County  Anglers  was  fished  on  Sept.  22. 
Sport  was  good ;  Mr.  J.  E.  Davis  won  the  first  prize 
and  gold  medal.  To-day  is  the  final  for  their  challenge 
cup  competition.  The  usual  scrutiny  having  taken 
place,  the  Bridgewater  shield  and  cash  prizes,  won  in 
the  competition  at  Worsley  on  Sept.  6,  will  be  presented 
as  per  the  first  announcement.  A  very  interesting 
inter-club  fixture  is  being  decided  to-day  at  Swinton 
between  the  Robin  Hood  Angling  Society  and  the 
Radclifie  Anglers.  Last  Saturday  the  former  won  at 
Radclifle  by  forty  fish  to  thirty-six  fish.  The  activity 
of  the  Liverpool  anglers  generally  is  still  strongly  in 
evidence. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Ardwick  Angling  Society  are  winding  up  the 
season  at  Strines  to-morrow.  The  Bradford,  Manchester, 
announce  the  result  of  a  juniors  match,  the  date  of  a 
seniors  match,  and  a  match  married  v.  single.  The 
second  match  between  the  Royal  Walton  and  Ben 
Brierley  Angling  Societies  was  fished  on  Saturday 
last  (Sept.  20)  in  the  waters  of  the  latter  society. 
For  a  second  time  the  "Royals"  scored  a  victory, 
and  the  Ben  Brierley  had  the  honour  of  enter- 
taining them  at  the  Moston  Hotel.  A  new  club 
has  been  started  in  Salford,  and  will  flourish  under 
the  title  Salford  Amateurs.  They  are,  however, 
ambitious,  and  contemplate  entering  next  season 
several  leading  events.  The  Wellington  Angling 
Society  visited  Althorpe  and  fished  a  match  last 
Sunday,  when  Mr.  J.  Kirven  secured  first  prize.  The 
Duchy  Angling  Society  have  just  elected  a  new 
executive,  and  added  seventeen  new  members 
to  the  roll  call ;  Mr.  J.  Housley  is  the  new 
secretary.  Match  fishing  appears  to  have  been 
a  bit  oS  last  week-end.  The  Cornbrook  Angling 
Society  only  got  rid  of  thirteen  of  their  twenty- 
one  prizes,  Mr.  G.  Smith  getting  the  first ;  the 
remainder  are  to  be  fished  for  this  week  end.  Mr. 
J.  T.  Malpass,  fishing  at  Kilmelford,  appears  to  be 
enjoying  himself.  In  a  letter  on  the  22nd  his  record 
is  given  as  280  brown  trout  and  seven  sea-trout.  In 
the  sea  loch  there  are  any  amount  of  salmon  and  sea- 
trout,  and  the  latter  will  not  take  anything  but  the 
fly.  The  Bcswick  and  District  Anglers  at  Tattenhall- 
road  last  week  end  had  miserable  sport.  Twenty-seven 
rods  competed,  and  all  the  twenty-one  prizes  were 
awarded,  Mr.  W.  Ainley  taking  the  first. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  been  delightfully  fine,  and  many 
anglers  have  visited  the  various  sections  of  the  Trent, 
which  continues  to  run  in  low  and  bright  volume. 
Few  barbel  have,  however,  been  taken,  the  best  catch, 
BO  far  as  I  know,  coming  from  the  "Coal  hole," 
near  Clifton  Lane  end.  It  consisted  of  five  fish 
averaging  about  41b.  each.  Iloaching  has  been  extremely 
popular,  and  some  capital  bags  have  been  made 
by  the  aid  of  gentles  and  bread  paste.  The  latter  bait 
has  succeeded  better  than  the  former,  whilst  the  fish 
seem  to  have  sickened  somewhat  of  stewed  wheat. 
Grand  lots  of  dace  have  been  creeled  with  gentles  in 
the  Shardlow  waters  by  Mr.  H.  Spray,  Mr.  F.  W. 
K.  Wallis,  Mr.  H.  E.  Birks,  and  other  members 
of  the  City  Wellington    Society.     I  had  several 


big  chub  to  greaves  from  the  same  fishery  on 
Tuesday,  and  one  caught  by  Mr.  H.  Bacon 
with  wasp  grub  weighed  31b.  l^oz.  Chub  of  nearly 
41b.  each  have  been  got  with  worm  in  the  Grant- 
ham Canal  by  Mr.  P.  Wilson,  jun.,  of  Notting- 
ham. Members  of  the  Nottingham  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion have  run  and  landed  701b.  of  pike  in  the  waters 
leased  by  the  executive  at  Sutton-on-Trent.  Three  of 
the  fish  scaled  lljlb.,  111b.,  and  OJlb.,  and  these  fell 
to  the  trolling  rods  of  Messrs.  A.  Key,  S.  Belfield,  and 
J.  Tomlinson.  On  Tuesday  night  my  old  and  dearly 
cherished  angling  friend,  Mr.  F.  J.  Lindley,  of  this 
city,  was  entertained  at  a  complimentary  dinner  at 
the  Belvoir  Hotel,  Meadows,  Nottingham.  Mr.  Lindley, 
who  is  a  keen  and  enthusiastic  angler,  is  about  to 
take  up  residence  at  Bournemouth,  and  there  the 
"  brethren  of  the  angle  "  will,  I  am  very  sure,  soon 
discover  all  his  good  qualities. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  are  in  good  condition  for  any  kind  of 
angling.  A  good  many  rods  have  been  out,  and  among 
the  grayling  good  sport  has  been  had  with  maggot 
and  fly,  and  a  grand  lot  of  dace  have  been  captured 
in  the  Teme.  At  Knightsford  Bridge  Mr.  Ben  Preece 
caught  six  and  a  half  brace  of  grayling  and  two  brace 
of  rainbow  trout,  the  next  day  five  and  a  half  brace  of 
grayling,  and  the  day  following  three  brace,  all  with 
the  fly.  In  the  same  district  Mr.  Weis,  fishing 
with  the  grasshopper,  caught  a  fine  chub  twenty- 
one  inches  in  length,  and  Mr.  Browning  a  nice 
pike,  101b.  weight,  with  the  spinning  tackle.  In 
the  Severn,  at  Camp,  Mr.  C.  Preece  caught  two 
pike,  6Jlb.  and  lO^lb.,  and  Mr.  H.  Knight  caught 
two  pike  at  Lenchford.  Roach  have  gone  fairly  well 
in  all  parts  of  the  Severn.  The  Star  Angling  Club, 
Upton-on-Severn,  fished  their  third  contest  on  Sept.  17, 
first  F.  W.  James.  On  Sept.  18,  the  St.  John's 
Club  (Worcester),  fished  their  third  round  for  their 
beautiful  china  cup  and  prizes  at  Stanford  Bridge  in 
the  Teme.  Mr.  L.  P.  Higgs  won  first  prize.  The 
Evesham  J ubilee  Angling  Society  had  a  contest  in  the 
Avon  close  to  the  town.  The  water  was  in  capital 
order,  Mr.  P.  Hale  winning  first  prize.  The  Chelten- 
ham Angling  Club  had  much  better  sport  in  their 
water  at  Bredon.  Mr.  E.  A.  Woodward  was  first  with 
12Jlb.  bream  and  roach. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Various  club  matches,  most  of  them  on  Saturday, 
being  the  last  of  the  season,  have  been  held.  The 
members  of  the  Fulf  ord  Friendly  fished  the  Derwent  on 
Wheldrake  Ings,  but  very  slow  sport  was  experienced 
and  the  sample  of  fish  caught  was  poor.  Mr.  R. 
Gowthorpe  was  first.  The  Yorkshire  Herald  Angling 
Club  held  their  fourth  and  concluding  match  at  Sutton- 
cn-Derwent,  finding  the  river  in  good  condition  ;  on  the 
whole  catches  were  moderate.  Fourteen  of  the  thirty 
competitors  took  prizes,  the  first  going  to  W.  A. 
Knowles.  There  were  forty-four  persons  at  the  high 
tea  at  the  Cross  Keys,  Sutton,  which  was  provided  on 
the  invitation  of  Mrs.  A.  H.  Fletcher,  the  editor's 
wife.  The  members  of  the  Bishopthorpe  Angling 
Society  fished  their  last  match  on  the  Ouse  between  that 
village  and  Naburn  railway  bridge.  Catches  were  small. 
Mr.  G.  Simpson  was  the  top  winner.  Aldwark  Bridge 
was  visited  by  the  Leeman-road  Working  Men's  Club. 
Very  small  catches  were  made,  there  being  a  cool 
easterly  wind  and  a  choppy  water.  The  Navigation 
Angling  Association  fished  on  Wheldrake  Ings,  and 
had  enjoyable  sport  for  two  and  a  half  hours.  Arthur 
Willis  led  the  winners,  and  the  special  for  the  largest 
fish  went  to  Thos.  Peckett.  Jas.  Walker,  senr.,  did  the 
best  for  the  Wellington  Club  at  Kexby,  taking  the  first 
prize.  The  White  Rose  Club  had  enjoyable  sport 
at  Wheldrake.  Messrs.  Steel,  Henderson,  Lawson, 
Hick,  Lowes,  Hull,  and  Marley  were  the  chief  priza- 
takeis. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

On  the  whole  sport  has  not  been  as  good  on  any 
water  still  open  for  angling  as  it  usually  is  at  this 
time  of  the  year.  At  Waterville  the  angling  returns 
show  some  improvement,  but  here  also  things  have 
been  much  below  the  standard.  On  the  V/aterville 
upper  lakes  the  expected  improvement  in  sport  has 
not  set  in.  Much  rain,  however,  has  fallen,  and  very 
probably  those  waters  will  make  amends  very  soon  for 
the  slackness  of  sport  hitherto.  The  Inny  has  yielded 
a  few  salmon,  and  the  outlook  for  the  back-end  angling 
is  good  on  this  water.  The  Cummeragh  is  bank  high, 
and  though  salmon  and  sea-trout  are  numerous  in  it 
no  sport  can  be  expected  until  the  water  subsides.  At 
the  time  of  writing  it  is  getting  into  order.  At 
Killarney  little  or  nothing  has  been  done,  but  good 
sport  is  looked  forward  to  on  the  Laune,  especially  on 
the  association  water,  as  the  water  is  now  in  fine  order 
and  salmon  reckoned  numerous.  The  Cork  rivers  still 
open  for  angling  have  generally  fished  fairly  well,  but 
the  takes  of  salmon  have  not  been  up  to  anticipation. 
The  prospects  for  the  back-end  fishing  are  rather 
reassuring.  The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been 
very  unseasonable,  cold  and  wet  at  times,  and  sea 
angling  was  practically  at  a  standstill  along  the  Cork 
and  Kerry  coasts. 


228 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


September  27,  1902 


ILN^GILiSRS'   HOTELS,   FISHINTO   QUARTERS,  &o. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Eg-gfesfopd,  North  Devon. 

SHOOTING  and  FISHING  FREE  to 
HOTEL  GUESTS.  Twenty  miles  pre- 
served water — Mid  Taw  and  Little  Dart. 


WILLIAM  LITTLEWORTH,  Proprietor. 


Langholm. 

FISHING    Q  UA  RTER8  : 

ESKDALE  HOTEL 

(Temperance). 
SEND    FOR  TARIFF. 

WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor. 

LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL. 


EXCELLENT  FREE  FISHING.  — 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout— on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing 
on  River  Inver.  Boats.  Experienced 
Gillies.  Fishing  Tackle.  Posting.  Route 
— Rail  to  Invershin,  where  carriage  will 
he  in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inchnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITB  MABT  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards;  Posting; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters  of  C.T.C., 
Ac— Address,  Proprietor. 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING  IN  RIVER 
AND  LOCH. 


Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Trout,  Pike  and  Perch. 

BOARD  -  RESIDENCE,  CARTREFLE, 
LOCH  MABEN,  N.B. 

Visitors  in  Miss  Ruthei-fard's  Estab- 
lishment have  the  privilege  of  fishing 
live  miles  of  the  Annan. 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland — Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  Tlie  lakes  are  only  H  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  o\vn 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNEES,  Proprietor. 

LOCHMADDY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  UlST. 

Bent  Fishing  in  Hebrides  for  Salmon, 
Sen  and  Brown  Trout.   Over  50  lochs, 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  from 
25th  February  till  end  of  October. 
Excellent  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  on  all 
lochs.  Drawing  and  smoking  rooms. 
Hot,  cold,  and  salt  water  baths.  Posting. 
Daily  mails  via  Oban,  Mallaig,  and  Inver- 
ness. Telegraph  ofSce.  Good  golf  course 
short  drive  from  Hotel. 

D.  MACPADYEN. 


OLD  WELSH  HA.RP, 

Hendon,  Middlesex. 
Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  station!.  Book  to 
Webh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SIZES  OF  Fish. 

Pike,  18  Inch.  Bream,  10  Inoh. 

Chub.  7  Inch.  Dace,  6  Inch. 

Kudd,  6  Inch.  Perch,  8  Inch. 

Tench,  8  Inch.  Gudgeon,  4  Inch. 

Bottom  Fishing    per  day  1/0 

Jack  Fishing    2/6 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London. 


Station:  LLANPYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.     En  pension  terms 
only  10s«  6d.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  stl 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vymwy,  OsweBtry, 


41  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


FREE  to  Visitors.  All  netting  stopped  for  season  in  August.  September  and 
October  are  the  best  months  for  Salmon  Fishing.  AUsopp's  Burton  Ales  on 
draught  and  in  bottles.    Billiards  and  Posting. 

Inclusive  Terms,  9s.  a  day.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


SwagHoieljenMniJorGeslersliire. 

HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 


FREE  FISHING  for  Visitors  staying 
in  Hotel. 


LOCH  KATRINE— STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

Tliis  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated  in  the  heart 
of  Rob  Roy's  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Gregor being  in  close  proximity, 
and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  fishing  is  free  on  loch  Katrine,  loch  Chon,  and 
several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel ;  excellent  boats  and  experienced  boatmen  are 
kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and  Trossachs 
and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or  by  Aberfoyle 
and  Trossachs  and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and  steamers  by  these 
routes  during  the  season.    Post  and  telegraph  office  in  hotel. 

DONALD  FERGUSON,  Proprietor 


SGRIBNER'S  MAGAZINE 

ONE  SHILLING  MONTHLY. 
CONTENTS  of  No.  190,     VOL.  XXXII. 


OCTOBER.  1902. 
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iSTL'HGK.    Illustrations  from  the  Sculptures 
of  Mr.  Ward. 
A  Little  Brother  of  the  Books.  Josei>hin-k 
UonGE  l)ASK.\3i.    Illustrations  by  Otto  H. 

BACHEI!. 

Western    Types.     Dr.iwings,  Fkeheric 
Re.minuton.    Reproduced  in  Colours  ;  with 
notes  by  Mr.  REMINGTON,  and  Pen  Decora- 
lions  by  Will  Crawkoiu). 
A    Memory.    .Fulia  V.  R.   Dorr.  Poem. 

Illustration  by  He.vry  McCARTEK. 
Vive  I'Empereur.    Mary  R.  S.  ANDREWf!. 
In  'I'wo  Parts — Part  II.  Illustrations  by  F.  C. 
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To  Thoss  Who  Have  Gone  Before. 
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Among    London    Wage-Earners.— 11. 

Walter  A.  Wvckoff,  Author  of  "  The 
Workers."   Other  papers  to  follow. 
The  Point  of  View— THE  UPLIB'TINfl  OF 
liBdOAKV    THE  E.XTINCTION  OF  THE 
NEWSPAPICK. 
The  Field  of  Art— THE  LOUVRE.  Second 
Paper  -Alexandre  Sandier. 
(The  coloured  cover  designed  by  Mills 
Thompson.) 
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SAMPSON  LOW,  MAKSTON  &  COMPANY,  LOT. 
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Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  street,  E.C. 


THe  Hiiifiteeiitli  Centoiy 

AND  AFTER. 

[SECOND  EDITION.) 
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Some  Blunders  and  a  Scapegoat. 

By  the  Hon.  John  Fortescue. 

With  the  Boers  on  the  North  of  the 
Tugela.    By  Bai  on  A.  Von  Maltzan. 

Honour  to  whom  Honour  is  Due. 

By  Edward  Dicey,  C  B. 

Conditions  of  Labour  in  New  Zealand. 

By  ToM  ilANN. 

The  Beginnings  of  an  Australian 
National  Character,  By  Percy  f. 
Rowland. 

Education  in  Egypt.  By  R.  Fitzroy 
Bell. 

In  the  Day-room  of  a  London  Work- 
house.  By  Miss  Editu  Sellers. 

The  Inclosure  of  Stonehenge.  (With 
a  Map.)   By  Sii'  ROBERT  Hdnter. 

The  Fabric  Fund  of  Westminster 
Abbey.   By  Miss  Rose  M.  Bradley. 

The  Bodleian  Library.  By  Ernest 
A.  Savage. 

The  Exhibition  of  Early  Flemish 
Art  in  Bruges.   By  Mary  H.  Witt. 

Hymns,  Ancient  and  Modern.  By 

the  Right  Hon.  Earl  NELSON. 

"Reasonableness"  and  the  Educa- 
tion Bill.    By  A.  W.  Gattie. 

The  Development  of  the  Air-Ship. 

By  the  Rev.  John  M.  Bacon. 

Haflz.  By  James  Mew. 

Last  Month:  The  Coronation.  By 

Sir  We.mvss  Reid. 

XVII.  Sermon  to  the  Colonial  Troops.  By 

the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Welldon. 
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LONDON : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MAESTON& COMPANY,  Ltd, 
St.  Dunstan's  Home, 
Fbttkr  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 


THE  CELEBRATED 

FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURRET. 

OUT  OF  SIGHT  AND  SOUND  OF  RAILWAYS. 


An  ideal  spot,     Close  to  Hindhead,  with  most 
oharming  ■urrotindings. 

Boating,  Punting,  and  Sailing  on  own 
Private  Lake  in  front  of   Hotel  : 
a  miles  in  Circwmf'erence. 

EXCELLENT  FISHING  on  LAKE  or  STREAM. 

FAMOUS  FOR  AUTUMN  &  WINTER  PIKE  FISHING. 

About  1000  ac-res  of  Good  Mi.xed  Shooting 
available  to  residents. 


Board  and  Residence  from  3  gs.  per  week 
Inclusive.   Everything  supplied  of  Best 
Possible  Quality.   Moderate  Prices. 

Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses. 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 


Tariff  forwarded  on  application, 

O.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprittor. 
Telefrrams:  "  Griffiths,  Frensham  Pond,  Surrey.' 


FISHING.       GOLF.  SHOOTING. 

Odny  Arms,  Hewburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

Under  distinguished  patronage.   The  Crown  Prince  of 

biam  ;  the  Nobility  and  Gentry. 
This  Hotel,  situated  near  the  estuary  of  the 
river  Vthan,  so  much  famed  for  its  Sea  Trout 
Fishings,  is  an  ideal  anglers'  rendezvous  and 
recuperating  home.  Bracing  air,  pure  waier, 
and  good  sanitation.  Accommodation — for  Sep- 
tember—not nearly  equal  to  demand.  Rooms 
booked  in  the  order  applied  for.  Fine  Golf 
Course.  Tariff  moderate.  Further  particulars 
from  proprietor,  J.  RITCHIE.  Telegrams: 
"  Ritchie,  Newburgh,  Aberdeen."  Extract  from 
visitors'  book— "  The  sea  trout  fishing  here  from 
the  bank  is  as  good  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with 
in  Norway,  Ireland,  or  elsewhere." 


ST.  MAGNUS  HOTEL  AND  FISHINGS, 

HILLSWICK,  SHETLAND. 

Steamers  from  Leith  and  Aberdeen  to 
Shetland,  Five  limes  Weekly, 

There  are  over  20  fresh  water  lochs  in  the 
district  containing  trout,  and  the  fishing  is  free. 
There  is  also  tine  sea  fishing  within  half-a-niile 
of  the  Hotel,  where  boats  are  provided.  The 
scenery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hillswick  is 
considered  to  be  the  finest  in  the  British  Isles, 
and  the  climate  is  mild  and  pleasant.  Board 
(including  Bedroom)  per  Week,  ii;3  3s.  For 
particulars  and  dates  of  Sailing,  apply  to  the 
Manager,  North  of  Scotland  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Aberdeen. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINGSBKIDaE.   S.  DEVON. 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance, 
8s.  6i.  per  day.  FISHING  for  Pike, 
Perch  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait, 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  In  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

SHOITLD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Observer  k  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  "  advts.,  26  words  for  Is.,  prepaid. 
Address :  " Observep Offlse."  Boupnemouth. 


PROPERTIES  with  FISHINGS. 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  be 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  in- 
cluding salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishings, 
should  advertise  the  same  in 

Jfisbino  6a3ette, 

Established  1876. 

Entirely  devoted  to  Angling. 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper, 

Address  the  Proprietors— 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO., 

Limited, 

St.  Dunatan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
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betters  to  the  Ebftor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 


EYED  i:  GUT-TIED  FLIES  FOR  LOCH 
FISHING,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  grateful  if  some  of  your 
readers  would  be  good  enough  to  advise  me  on  the 
following  point.  Up  to  the  present  I  have  always  been 
accustomed  to  fly  fish  with  the  common  gut-tied  flies  ; 
but  a  friend  recently  recommended  me  strongly  to  go 
in  for  eyed  hooks.  He  was  referring  to  loch  fishing  in 
Sutherlandshire  at  the  time,  and  said  he  invariably 
used  eyed  hooks  for  this  kind  of  fishing.  His  main 
argument  was  that  when  the  gut-tied  flies  are  kept  in 
the  tackle-book  for  any  length  of  time  the  gut  rapidly 
deteriorates,  and  perfect  reliance  cannot  be  placed 
upon  it ;  whereas  the  eyed  flies  can  be  kept  for  years 
in  as  good  condition  as  when  bought,  besides  retaining 
their  colour  and  tinsel  better  in  an  airtight  box  than 
the  other  flies  do  in  the  tackle  book.  But  is  there  not 
another  side  to  the  question  ?  Can  you  cast  and  strike 
your  fish  as  well  with  the  eyed  as  with  the  gut-tied 
flies  ■?  Doss  the  gut  not  quickly  get  worn  where  it  is 
tied  to  the  eye,  especially  after  landing,  say,  half  a 
dozen  half-pounders  ?  What  about  the  trouble  of 
tying  the  eyed  flies  (especially  the  droppers)  as  com- 
pared with  the  others  ? 

I  have  recently  purchased  a  beautiful  hank  of 
undrawn  gut  from  Messrs.  Hardy,  and  if  the  eyed  flies 
fish  as  well  as  the  other  kind  I  would  rather  trust  to 
the  gut  I  know  is  good  than  to  that  on  which  my 
present  stock  of  flies  is  tied,  which  may  not  be  nearly 
of  such  good  quality  or  of  a  suitable  thickness. — Yours 
truly,  New  Subsceibeb. 

Craighall-gardens,  Leith. 

[If  "  New  Subscriber  "  were  not  a  new  subscriber  he 
would  know  from  correspondence  extending  over  the 
past  twenty  years  that  the  great  majority  of  north 
country  wet  fly  anglers  prefer  hooks  whipped  to  gut 
in  the  old  way,  and  if  more  than  one  fly  is  used  un- 
less the  gut  used  for  the  droppers  is  rather  stout  the 
fly  on  the  eyed  hook  is  apt  to  flop  round  the  cast  and 
hang  up,  and  many  first-rate  Scotch  loch  anglers  will 
not  have  eyed  hooks  for  trout  flies  at  any  price,  any 
more  than  a  south  of  England  fly  fisher  would  dream 
of  using  anything  but  flies  on  eyed  hooks.  If  properly 
knotted  on  (and  there  is  no  better  or  simpler  knot  for 
eyed  flies  than  Major  Turle's)  eyed  flies  will  stand 
much  more  general  use  than  one  whipped  to  gut.  As 
to  whether  the  eyed  hook  is  as  good  at  hooking  a  fish 
as  the  old  sort  it  is  purely  a  matter  of  shape  and 
sharpness.  If  the  shape  and  degree  of  sharpness  and 
size  and  position  of  barb  are  the  same  one  hooks  as 
well  as  the  other,  but  there  is  no  doubt  a  great  many 
eyed  hooks  are  a  bad  shape,  with  poor  points  and  rank 
ugly  barbs  ;  they  scratch  the  fish  instead  of  penetra- 
ting. "  New  Sub;criber  "  should  test  the  question  for 
himself  without  prejudice,  and  if  he  bears  in  mind 
the  points  I  have  mentioned  he  will  probably  at  least 
always  carry  a  stock  of  flies  on  eyed  hooks.  A  great 
thing  to  remember  is  that  the  gut  should  clasp  the 
metal  of  the  eye  so  that  the  fly  stands  out  at  the  end 
of  the  gut  just  like  one  whipped  on ;  if  merely  looped 
on  like  a  chain  link  the  fly  flops  about  and  does  not 
fish  so  well.  These  are  only  personal  opinions  from 
experience,  and  I  hope  others  will  give  theirs  on  this 
interesting  question.— Ed  ] 


THE  WILY  CARP. 

Dear  Sib, — Your  note  on  the  wiliness  of  carp,  and 
the  remark  that  you  believe  they  take  eels  in  India, 
leadj  one  to  wonder  why  it  is  that  carp  in  this  country 
are  so  difficult  to  catch.  I  have  caught  many  kinds 
of  the  carp  family  in  India,  but  never  a  really  large 
one  in  England.  I  presume  that  every  means  and 
bait  have  been  tried  in  this  country. 

The  method  I  adopt  in  India  is  to  well  ground-bait 
the  spot  some  hours  before  I  want  to  fish,  and  then 
use  a  very  fine  line  (silk)  with  about  a  yard  of  gut,  a 
No.  6  Limerick  hook,  and  a  very  light  quill  float 
fastened  to  the  line  only  at  the  bottom  end. 

I  bait  with  a  good-sizsd  lump  of  paste  made  of  wheat 
meal,  or  a  small  red  worm,  according  to  the  season  of 
the  year.  I  then  throw  the  line  well  out  and  let  the 
bait  rest  on  the  bottom.  The  float  will  then  stand 
just  above  the  water,  being  attached  only  at  one  end. 
I  then  rest  my  rod  on  a  forked  stick  and  sit  and  wait, 
and  I  have  not  generally  to  wait  very  long  for  a  bite.i 

I  cannot  say  I  have  ever  given  this  method  a  trial 
in  FjDgland,  as  I  have  had  no  carp  fi.shing  since  I  have 
been  home  this  time,  and  when  I  was  here  in  1892  I 
had  not  discovered  how  effective  it  was. 

I  have  fished  in  all  sorts  of  places  in  India,  chiefly 
on  the  plateau  of  Chota  Nagpore,  in  north-western 
Bengal,  and  have  always  found  fish  of  some  kind. 
They  are  generally  fish  that  can  do  with  very  little 
water  in  ttie  dry  teason.  In  fact  one  wonders  where 
they  all  get  to  at  the  hottest  part  of  the  year.  The 
rice  fields  in  that  part  are  in  terraces,  one  level  of 
fields  being  from  one  to  three  feet  above  the  level 
below  it,  and  the  water  is  kept  in  during  the  rainy 


season  by  small  mud  banks.  The  water  stands  in 
these  from  a  few  inches  to  a  foot  deep,  and  strange  to 
say  is  full  of  small  fish,  though  all  through  the  hot 
season  the  water  is  absolutely  dried  up. 

The  natives  catch  them  in  finely-woven  wicker 
baskets  placed  in  openings  made  in  the  banks  to  let 
the  water  run  away  when  the  rice  is  ready  to  be  cut. 
They  are  about  the  siza  of  ordinary  whitebait,  and 
taste  very  much  like  them. 

How  these  little  fish  get  there  in  the  rainy  season  I 
cannot  presume  to  say.  I  have  often  asked  natives, 
when  they  were  catching  them,  where  they  think  the 
fish  come  from.  The  answer  is  always  "  Kya  jane," 
that  is,  who  knows.  The  ordinary  native  is  not  the 
man  to  bother  himself  about  natural  history  problems, 
as  long  as  the  result  only  gives  him  something  to  eat. 

There  are  many  kinds  of  mud-living  fish  in  the 
tanks  and  such  places  that  make  their  way  from  one 
place  to  another  through  very  shallow  water,  and 
even  through  the  wet  grass,  but  these  little  fish  in  the 
rice-fields  are  not  of  the  kind  or  shax>e  to  do  that. — 
Yours  respectfully,  P.  C.  Boyd. 

Northampton. 

P.S.— I  meant  only  to  write  a  few  lines  about  carp 
fishing,  and  have  unintentionally  wandered  off  into 
another  subject.    However,  I  will  let  them  go. 

[Another  correspondent  (the  0.  O.  D.)  says  since 
lampern  is  so  good  a  bait  for  barbel,  why  should  not 
carp  ba  fond  of  a  baby  eel. — Ed.] 


FISHING  ON  LOUGH  CORRIB— GOOD 
PRIVATE  QUARTERS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  thank  you  for  having  forwarded  my 
letter  to  the  "Old  Crock,"  for  I  have  enjoyed  a  most 
delightful  month  at  his  place  on  Lough  Gorrib,  fishing 
for  pike,  trout,  and  perch. 

Anyone  who  prefers  a  comfortable  private  residence 
to  an  hotel,  and  who  wants  rough  mixed  shooting, 
consisting  of  cock,  pheasants,  snipe,  and  rabbits,  could 
not  do  better  than  put  himself  in  the  hands  of  "  Old 
Crock." — Yours  truly,  "  Old  Colonel." 


NETTING  ON  LOUGH  CORRIB— A  GENEROUS 
YORKSHIRE  ANGLER. 
Dear  Sib, — No  person  familiar  with  the  methods 
of  boatmen  engaged  in  salmon  netting  and  anxious  to 
see  the  trout-fishing  in  Irish  lakes  improved  can  fail 
to  have  been  interested  in  the  recent  correspondence 
in  your  columns  in  reference  to  the  netting  of  trout 
in  Lough  Corrib,  I  am  glad  that  Mr.  Wells,  one  of 
the  signatories  of  the  letter  which  initiated  the 
correspondence,  has  suggested  one  way  in  which  this 
improvement  might  be  achieved,  and  there  will  be 
general  agreement  with  him  in  his  expression  of  hope 
that  permanent  good  will  result  from  the  corre- 
spondence. 

There  are  few  gentlemen  who  have  accomplished 
more  in  recent  years  in  the  interests  of  trout-fishers 
than  Mr.  Wells.  During  a  recent  visit  to  Keighley, 
where  he  resides,  I  discovered  that  in  that  basy 
manufacturing  centre  he  had  twelve  years  ago  erected 
a  trout  hatchery  and  rearing  ponds  of  the  up-to-date 
type,  and  that  he  had  gained  more  than  local  fame  as 
a  practical  pisciculturist.  The  annual  output  of  trout 
fry  from  this  hatchery  has  exceeded  sixty  thousand, 
and  during  the  last  twelve  years  Mr.  Wells  has  pre- 
sented to  angling  clubs,  etc.,  an  aggregate  of  seven 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  trout  fry,  in  addition 
to  a  large  number  of  yearlings.  As  trout  fry  are 
worth  £L  per  thousand,  the  commercial  \alue  cf  his 
gifts  can  ba  readily  ascertained. 

Further  inquiries  elicited  the  fact  that  Mr.  Wells  is 
not  the  happy  possessor  of  private  angling  waters,  but 
that  he  is  content  to  throw  in  his  lot  with  those 
enthusiasts  who  struggle  to  make  the  best  use  of 
reservoirs  or  the  remnants  of  the  local  rivers  that 
remain  unpolluted. 

If  a  few  such  generous  and  practical  gentlemen  could 
be  induced  to  interest  themselves  in  the  Irish  trout 
fisheries,  the  Emerald  Isle  might  soon  become  the 
happy  hunting  ground  of  the  anglers,  and  those  of  its 
warm-heatted  iohabitants  caring  to  cater  for  visitors 
might  reap  the  financial  benefits  now  bestowed  upon 
Norwegians  and  other j. 

Mr.  Wells  expresses  the  truth  when  be  asserts  that 
in  advocating  the  improvement  of  trout  fishing  in 
Ireland  he  has  no  axe  to  grind,  for  there  is  no  British 
angler  more  unselfish,  and  few  who  sacrifice  time  and 
money  more  freely  in  the  interests  of  those  who  follow 
his  favourite  pastime. 

Joining  in  the  hope  that  the  trout  fishing  in  Lough 
Corrib  and  elsewhere  will  benefit  by  the  exchange  of 
views  in  your  columns. — I  am,  yours  truly. 

Red  and  Gold  Palmer. 


FISHING  IN  THE  DEE  AT  CHESTER. 

Dear  Sib, — In  answer  to  W.  A.  Croxford  the  Dee  is 
free  to  fish  for  all  coarse  fish  at  Chester  on  the  right 
hand  bank  going  up  the  river  as  far  as  the  Iron  Bridge, 
Eaton,  distance  about  five  miles.  Beyond  the  above 
bridge  either  side  is  fished  to  Bangor,  Is-y-Coed.  The 
river  is  low  at  present.    Yours  truly,         P.  Wait. 

Chester. 


"  PATCHES." 

Dear  Sm,— Under  this  heading  "Mona,"in  your 
issue  of  Sept.  G,  makes  some  remarks  regarding  certain 
statements  contained  in  my  article,  "  To  Erin's  Isle," 
which  appeared  recently  in  the  Fishinr/  Gazcltr. 
Either  "  Mona  "  is  seeking  to  "  take  a  rise  "  out  of  me 
or  else  he  is  misreading  what  I  then  wrote.  To  start 
with,  he  does  not  seem  to  understand  that  in  referring 
to  the  great  rise  of  sedges  at  Killaloe  only  one  kind, of 
fly  is  meant,  although  the  natives  call  this  one  fly  by 
two  different  names— namely,  both  Stone  Fly  and 
May  Fly,  neither  of  which  is  correct.  Again,  "  Mona  " 
can  make  nothing  of  "  an  annoyance  which  all  dappers 
must  have  experienced" — namely,  that  of  the  flies 
working  along  the  shank  of  the  hook  and  so  on  round 
the  bend.  Perhaps  I  ought  to  have  said  the  flies  grt 
worked  along  the  shank  to  bend  of  hook  by  the  action 
of  the  water  when  rough,  but  the  whole  explanation 
seems  to  lay  in  the  fact  that  "  Mona"  does  not  seem 
to  understand  how  I  put  my  flies  on.  He  goes  on  to 
say  that  the  flies  are  only  ^half  on,  and  gives  a  long 
description  of  how  to  put  the  flies  on  properly  accord- 
ing to  his  ideas,  and  not  to  repeat  all  he  says  I  will 
only  sum  up  his  description  by  saying  that  he  states, 
"  Thus  mounted  the  flies  stand  like  a  boot  in  a  stirrup. 
Doubtless  Mr.  Goodwin  meant  all  this,  but  he  certainly 
does  not  say  it."  No,  I  certainly  did'not  mean  what 
"Mona"  attributes  to  me,  and  I  fail  to  see  how 
"  Mona,"  or  anyone  else,  can  get  the  wings  of  a  May 
Fly,  which,  roughly  speaking,  are  the  best  part  of  an 
inch  in  length,  into  the  bend  of  a  hook  less  than  one- 
eighth  of  an  inch  across,  so  that  they  shall  stand  like 
a  boot  in  a  stirrup.  The  bend  of  hook  is  down  and 
under  water  when  my  flies  are  mounted  and  dropped 
on  the  surface,  and  it  acts  as  a  keel  to  the  flies,  not  as 
top  hamper,  as  in  "  Mona's  "  case.  Again,  after  giving 
us  this  long  description  of  how  to  mount  one's  flies, 
he  incidentally  tells  us  that  he  does  not  mount  his 
dap  in  that  way.    I  should  think  not  I 

"  Prom  rod  point  to  '  dap  '  a  straight  line,"  he  says. 
I  should  like  to  see  it  done.  True  it  is  so  the  moment 
your  dap  alights,  but  how  keep  it  so  when  the  boat  is 
drifting  towards  it,  unless  you  are  to  miss  half  tha 
water. 

"  You  cannot  strike  too  soon  "  is  another  dictum  of 
"  Mona's,"  and  here  again  I  entirely  disagree.  I  cannot, 
like  "Mona,"  claim  to  have  had  over  forty  years' 
dapping,  but  I  have  had  over  thirty  of  all  kinds  of 
fly-fishing,  and  have  long  known  that  it  is  possible  in 
this,  as  in  other  kinds  of  fly-fishing,  to  strike  too  soon. 
Probably  "  Mona  "  uses  tackle  that  will  withstand  the 
sudden  strain  that  occurs  when  the  opposing  forces  of 
a  rising  fish  and  the  striking  angler  are  brought  into 
play  at  the  same  time ;  one  would  be  led  to  believe  so 
if  the  size  of  the  hook  with  a  bend  sufficiently  large 
to  envelop  the  wings  of  a  Grean  Drake  is  any 
criterion.  "  The  flattened  out  drake,  a  la  spent  gnat, 
is  the  more  attractive  morsel,"  so  Mona  says.  Well, 
this  does  not  appear  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  trout,  for 
they  don't  take  them  as  eagerly  as  the  newly-hatched 
fly  on  any  waters  that  I  have  ever  fished,  and  when 
the  magpies  appear,  namely,  when  the  fly  has  shed  its 
last  skin  and  is  in  the  spinner  stage,  and  are  known 
locally  as  magpies,  this  is  a  signal  that  dapping  is 
over  and  for  a  general  exodus  of  anglers  from  the 
district. 

I  seem  to  be  unfortunate  in  giving  "  Mona  "  shocks, 
I  can  only  hope  they  have  no  detrimental  effect,  as  it 
is  not  so  long  since  he  was  "  astounded  "  at  something 
I  wrote  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  flies— the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  December  24  and  31,  1898,  rc  May 
Flies  and  Things— all  of  which  goes  to  prove  that 
"  Mona's  "  over  forty  years'  experience  has  not  taught 
him  all  it  might  have  done. — Yours  truly, 

E.  F,  Goodwin. 

UNVULCANISED  RUBBER  WANTED. 
Dear  Sib,— If  your  correspondent,  S.  Dickin,  will 
communicate  with  me  I  can  probably  put  him  in  the 
way  to  obtain  the  above. — Yours  truly, 
1,  Bangholm-terrace,  W.  E.  H.  Elliott. 

Edinburgh. 


GOOD  PIKE  FISHING  WANTED, 
Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  Mr.  Standish-Jackson's 
letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  20,  pike  fishing 
on  Barton  and  Hickling  Broads  is  reputed  to  ba 
exceedingly  good  during  the  autumn  and  winter  The 
charge  is,  I  believe,  Is.  per  day,  and  boats  can  ba  hired 
for  2s.  per  day,  or  10s.  per  week. 

Mr.  Jackson  will  find  Stalham  a  very  convenient 
centre  for  both  broads,  while  as  regards  comfortable 
quarters  I  can  confidently  recommend  him  to  Mrs.  W. 
H.  Cooke,  Staithe  Mill  House,  Stalham.  Mrs.  Cocke's 
terms  for  a  sitting  and  a  bedroom,  including  cookirg 
(but  not  meals),  and  use  of  piano,  are  15s.  per  week, 
and  she  spares  no  trouble  to  meet  one's  requirements 
in  the  catering  line.  The  house  is  not  a  hundred 
yards  from  the  liver.  Your  correspondent  can  get  all 
his  wants,  ye  provi.-ions,  tackle,  etc  ,  well  supplied  in 
Stalham  at  very  m  ^derate  prices.— Yours  truly, 

J.  A.  S.  A. 
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OLD  WORLD  ITEMS. 

Deab  Sir, — This  letter  is  not,  except  in  a  remote 
degree,  connected  with  angling.  I  send  for  your  in- 
spection two  somewhat  curious  and  interesting  natural 
specimens  which,  together  with  several  others,  I 
obtained  recently  from  the  site  (?)  of  the  old  Higham 
Fishery,  where  the  East  London  Water  Company 
have  two  reservoirs  in  course  of  construction. 

The  metallic  specimen  was  taken  from  the  London 
clay  at  a  depth  of  about  fifty  feet  from  the  surface ; 
the  petrified  specimen  was  taken  from  a  peaty  deposit 
at  a  depth  of  only  a  few  feet. 

I  had  several  other  specimens,  but  the  process  of 
transformation  was  so  far  incomplete  that  when  I 
attempted  to  clean  them  from  the  dirt  with  which 
they  were  encrusted  they  crumpled  and  fell  to  pieces. 
Yours  truly,  Henry  Tislby. 

[The  specimens  Mr.  Tisley  kindly  sends  appear  to  be 
the  petrified  remains  of  the  branch  and  stem  of  some 
tree  which  flourished  many  thousands  of  years  ago. — 
Ed.] 


SHARP  WORK  IN  PINING  FOR  FISHING 
WITHOUT  A  LICENCE. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  just  received  my  copy  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  for  Aug.  30,  and  find  there  a 
notice  to  the  effect  that  I  was  fined  £1  23.  6d.  for 
fishing  without  a  licence,  at  the  Hereford  Court.  I 
should  be  glad  if  you  would  insert  the  following 
explanation,  as  the  notice  is  rather  inclined  to 
prejudice  my  character.  I  wont  down  to  fish  with  a 
friend,  the  Rev.  Barry  Drew,  at  Lyonshall,  in  Here- 
fordshire, and  on  the  morning  of  June  13  I  asked  him 
about  getting  a  licence.  He  said  it  would  be  all  right 
and  he  would  get  one,  and  that  I  should  be  all  right 
in  fishing. 

I  started  fishing  at  ten  o'clock  and  the  licence  wag 
Issued  at  twelve  o'clock  in  the  morning,  so  that  I  was 
fishing  for  only  two  hours  without  one,  and  that  in 
ignorance. — Yours  truly,  Howard  Gihbs. 

[This  certainly  is  a  very  hard  case.  In  some  fishery 
districts  they  are  very  lax  in  seeing  if  anglers  have 
licences,  in  others  as  rather  unfairly  prompt  in  fining 
anglers  who  have  arranged  to  take  out  licences. — Ed.] 


THE  "AFLALO"  ROD  REST. 

Dear  Sir, — Mention  has  several  times  been  made 
in  your  paper  recently  of  Mr.  Aflalo's  rod  rest.  I 
should  like  to  say  how  very  applicable  is  its  use 
to  trailing  in  Irish  loughs.  I  had  one  from  Farlow's 
last  month  and  found  it  most  useful  on  Conn  and 
Cullen.  One  is  able  by  its  aid  to  keep  the  rod-point 
well  out  at  right  angles  to  the  boat  eo  that  the  bait 
f  pins  wide  of  the  wake— the  best  position  for  it. 
Practically  only  the  handle  of  the  rod  need  lie  across 
the  boat,  so  that  there  is  plenty  of  room  for  two  rods, 
with  a  third,  if  desired,  trailing  flies  dead  astern.  We 
were  using  the  rest  when  my  son,  aged  thirteen, 
hooked  (as  reported)  a  221b.  pike,  which  he  succeeded 
in  bringing  to  gaff.  The  pike  measured  (eye  to  fork) 
.36J  inches,  girth  ISJ  inches.  Perhaps  I  may  be 
pardoned  for  thinking  this  a  rather  good  feat  for  a 
boy. — Yours  truly,  Richard  H.  Read. 


THE  CANADIAN  WHEAT  BELT. 

Dear  Sir, — Might  not  English  trade  newspapers 
do  more  than  they  are  now  doing  to  keep  that  magni- 
ficent area  of  wheat  land  in  Western  Canada  thoroughly 
British  by  encouraging  the  emigration  of  English 
people  to  their  own  territories.  Millions  of  acres  of 
the  finest  agricultural  land  in  the  world  are  now  being 
offered  by  the  Canadian  Government  (160  acres  a  head 
free)  to  all  bond  fide  settlers,  and  yet  English  people 
are  looking  on  while  Americans  (who  generally  know 
a  good  thing  when  they  see  it)  are  rushing  over  the 
border  by  thousands  to  seize  the  opportunity  and,  of 
course,  the  future  reward.  It  grieves  me  to  see  what 
is  now  a  fine  Biitish  province  being  settled  so  largely 
by  Americans  and  foreigners.  I  am  not  a  capitalist, 
or  I  would  soon  take  out  a  few  thousand  of  good 
British  blood  to  settle  upon  these  fine  farming  lands 
— I  mean,  take  some  of  those  who  are  now  treading 
on  each  other's  heels  in  the  Old  Country  scrambling 
for  a  living.  But  why  don't  they  go  on  their  own 
account  ?  Are  they  afraid  they  would  be  going  from 
civilisation  to  barbarism  in  a  wild,  unknown  land? 
Twenty-two  years  ago  I  left  England,  and  made  what 
to  me  was  largely  a  plunge  in  the  dark.  I  have  never 
regretted  the  step  I  then  took,  for  I  have  learned  to 
love  Canada  and  her  people,  and  hope  to  return  again 
before  very  long.  In  the  meantime,  if  my  twenty 
years  of  experience  in  Canadian  life  can  throw 
any  light  upon  the  step  other  people  may  now 
be  contemplating,  1  will  gladly  do  what  I  can 
to  help  them  by  answering  any  questions  to  the 
best  of  my  ability,  provided  those  who  ask  them 
will  enclose  stamped  and  addressed  envelope  to  my 
private  address,  Alexandra  Park-road,  Wood  Green,  N. 
To-day  there  is  plenty  of  the  choicest  land  to  be  had 
for  next  to  nothing.  Five  years  hence  it  may  be  in 
the  hands  of  aliens.  Now  is  the  time  if  English  people 
are  going  at  all.    Why  not  make  up  parties  of,  say, 
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one  hundred  each,  and  go  out  and  settle  by  townships 
in  company  together  ?  Why  not  a  large  party  for  next 
March  ?  I  am  willing  to  do  all  I  can  to  help. — Yours 
very  faithfully,        (Rev.)  George  E.  Lloyd, 

Deputation  Secretary  for  Canada, 
Colonial  and  Continental  Church  Society. 
Wood  Green,  N. 


FISHING  AT  LOUGH  MASK. 

Dear  Sir, — My  wife  and  I  have  but  just  returned 
from  a  fourteen  days'  fishing  trip  to  Lough  Mask,  and 
from  the  experience  we  have  had  I  think  it  would  add 
greatly  to  the  inducement  to  anglers  to  visit  this 
splendid  fishing  centre  if  it  were  more  widely  known 
that  comfortable,  clean,  and  economical  accommoda- 
tion cin  be  had  on  the  shores  of  the  lake.  We  were 
capitally  served  at  the  house  of  Pat  Summerville, 
Kilbride  Lodge,  Clonbur,  co.  Galway.  The  house 
is  within  fifty  yards  of  the  boats,  and  commands 
fine  views  of  lake  and  mountain  scenery.  Experienced 
boatmen,  who  know  every  corner  of  the  lake  where  fish 
are  to  be  found,  are  available,  and  the  charge  in  this 
department  is  most  moderate.  Those  who  want  a 
change  from  fishing  can  get  it  in  a  number  of  ways. 
The  botanist  will  find  a  choice  selection  of  rare  plants 
and  flowers,  the  geologist  will  rejoice  over  fine  speci- 
mens of  carboniferous  limestone  to  be  found  on  Canal 
Rock,  the  entomologist  will  be  happy  among  the  moths 
and  butterflies,  whilst  those  who  carry  a  camera,  or 
who  delight  in  a  mountain  climb  and  magnificent 
scenery,  will  find  enough  to  satisfy  the  most  ardent. 
A  note  to  Pat  will  bring  all  needed  particulars  by 
next  post. — Yours  faithfully,  J.  C.  S. 

NAILS  FOR  BROGUES. 

Dear  Sir, — As  there  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun, 

TI  presume  that  my  idea  is  "  as  old  as  the 
hills."  But  to  prevent  hobnails  (we  call 
them  "  tackets  "  in  Scotland)  from  drop- 
ping out,  or  getting  kicked  out,  of  the 
leather  sole,  has  anyone  ever  tried  a  stem 
barbed  in  this  manner  ?  I  think  it  would 
bo  found  to  answer. — Yours  truly, 
  E.  M.  Tod. 

A  CURIOUS  INCIDENT. 

Sib, — I  am  writing  to  bring  to  your  notice  a  rather 
peculiar  occurrence,  which  might  be  of  interest  to 
those  of  your  readers  who  may  also  keep  animals. 

A  friend  of  mine  whilst  fishing  on  some  water 
owned  by  my  father  had  the  misfortune  to  drop  a 
triangle  hook  baited  with  cheese,  with  which  he  bad 
been  fishing  for  chub,  within  the  reach  of  a  little  brown 
spaniel  owned  by  my  father.  The  dog  forthwith 
swallowed  the  hook  and  about  two  feet  of  the  gut 
trace.  When  this  was  discovered  the  trace  was  cut 
and  the  animal  sent  to  the  Veterinary  College  in 
London.  Within  a  week  or  ten  days  the  gut  and 
hook  came  away  from  the  dog  leaving  it  absolutely 
uninjured.  The  trace,  etc.,  are  now  in  the  museum  of 
the  hospital.  The  only  explanation  of  the  matter 
must  be,  I  think,  that  the  gut  trace,  acting  as  a  sort 
of  brake,  prevented  tha  hook  from  turning  in  the 
slightest  degree  in  the  intestines  of  the  animal. 

Such  an  occurrence  is,  I  should  imagine,  so  unique 
that  I  venture  to  send  you  an  account  of  it. — Yours 
faithfully,  Rodman. 

A  STRANGE  DAPPING  INCIDENT. 

Dear  Sir, — While  fishing  Lough  Mask,  from  the 
Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  on  Aug.  30,  a  rather 
strange  incident  happened  to  me. 

I  was  dapping  with  the  "  Harry  Longlegs  "  in  some 
shallow  water  near  the  canal.  Trout  were  rising  fairly 
well,  but  owing  to  the  want  of  a  steady  breeze  it  was 
a  difficult  matter  to  get  the  dap  out  far  enough. 
However,  by  taking  advantage  of  the  fitful  cat's-paws 
which  now  and  then  ruflled  the  surface  of  the  lake,  I 
had  managed  to  secure  two  brace  of  good  trout  up  to 
21b.  At  about  5  p.m.,  however,  the  fish  ceased  to  rise 
at  the  dap,  although  an  odd  one  could  be  seen  rising 
at  the  natural  fly  wide  of  our  drift. 

When  the  boat  was  almost  on  the  edge  of  the  deep 
water,  and  I  was  about  to  tell  my  men  to  row  back 
for  another  drift,  there  was  a  mighty  swirl  in  the 
vicinity  of  my  fly,  and  a  huge  pike  rose  head  and  tail 
at  the  dap.  The  water  was  only  three  feet  deep  and 
perfectly  clear,  so  I  got  a  good  view  of  the  monster. 
On  striking  I  just  felt  the  fish,  and  then  the  line  came 
back  with  the  hook  bitten  off. 

I  have  killed  many  pike  of  201b.  and  over  in  different 
parts  of  Ireland,  including  one  of  331b.  on  Lough  Mask, 
so  I  could  form  a  very  fair  estimate  of  the  size  of  my 
antagonist,  which  I  put  down  at  251b.  at  the  very  least. 

It  is  not  an  unusual  occurrence  for  small  pike  to 
take  an  artificial  fly,  and  I  have  on  three  or  four 
occasions  caught  them  up  to  31b.  when  fly  fishing  for 
trout,  but  an  incident  such  as  that  detailed  above 
has  never  come  to  my  knowledge  before.  Possibly  a 
daddy-long-legs  may  be  an  appetising  morsel  even 
to  a  monster  pike,  but  it  would  take  a  good  many 
hundred  of  them  to  provide  him  with  a  supper. 

Dapping  has  been  good  on  Mask  and  Corrib  lately, 
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and  staying  at  Clonbur  I  have  made  some  good  bags, 
the  trout  averaging  21b.  Clonbur  is  a  most  convenient 
place  to  fish  from,  as  one  can  decide  each  morning 
which  lake  to  fish  according  as  the  wind  suits. 

I  hope  anglers  fishing  these  lakes  will  not  forget  to 
subscribe  to  the  preservation  funds.  It  is  entirely 
owing  to  the  efforts  of  the  Lough  Mask  and  Corrib 
Associations  that  these  lakes  have  reached  their 
present  excellence.  Even  now  the  staff  of  water- 
bailiffs  is  lower  than  it  should  be,  and  funds  are 
urgently  required. — Yours  truly,  H.  J.  B. 


A  NOTE  ABOUT  FISHING  IN  CALIFORNIA. 

One  of  our  readers,  Mr.  George  Watt,  K.C.,  of 
Invermoriston,  kindly  sends  us  this  account  of  fishing 
in  California,  sent  to  him  by  his  brother,  Mr.  James 
Watt,  dated  San  Francisco,  Aug.  27  : — 

"  In  regard  to  fishing,  I  cannot  understand  why 
Americans  go  to  Scotland  for  fishing.  We  have  grand 
fishing  in  America.  Take  California,  for  instance ; 
anyone  who  has  plenty  of  time  at  their  disposal  can 
have  good  sport  here  from  April  1  to  Nov.  1.  The 
following  streams  afford  excellent  fishing — namely, 
the  Truokee,  Sacramento,  American,  Yuba,  McCloud, 
Klamath,  Big  Meadows,  etc.  Fishing  in  the  Truckee 
is  good  from  June  15  until  about  Sept.  1.  The  fish 
taken  in  the  Truckee  are  the  rainbow  trout,  the  cut- 
throat, the  brown  trout,  and  the  Dolly  Varden.  They 
range  in  size  from  Jib.  to  41b.,  51b.,  and  Gib.  The 
Truckee  has  its  headwaters  at  Lake  Tahoe,  and 
empties  into  Pyramid  Lake.  Both  lakes  are  well 
stocked  with  the  foregoing  varieties,  including  also 
the  mykiss  in  Pyramid  Lake,  which  grows  to  large 
proportions  and  affords  excellent  sport  in  April  and 
May  in  the  vicinity  of  Reno,  Nevada  county,  and  on 
to  Pyramid  Lake.  The  Upper  Sacramento  is  also  a 
well  stocked  stream,  and  excellent  fly  fishing  can  be 
had  from  May  1  to  June  15,  and  again  from  about 
Sept.  1  until  the  end  of  the  season.  The  reason  fly 
fishing  is  abandoned  from  June  15  to  Sept.  1  is  on 
account  of  the  salmon  enttiring  the  stream  for  the 
spawning  beds,  thus  affording  ample  food  for  the  trout 
during  that  time.  The  other  streams  are  all  good 
ones,  and  are  visited  by  hundreds  of  anglers  annually.  ' 

"  Lake  Tahoe  is  a  pleasure  resort,  and  is  visited  by  ' 
anglers  from  all  parts  of  America  and  Europe.  Anglers 
use  hand-lines  and  troll  deep,  and  trout  of  91b.  and  ' 
101b.  are  taken.  Ladies  do  considerable  fishing  in  this  ' 
lake,  as  it  requires  no  particular  skill  to  drop  a  line  ' 
overboard,  hook  on  to]  ai  fish,  and  land  it  in  the  boat, 
in  which  they  have  a  water-tank  to  keep  the  fish  fresh. 
This  lake  is  about  twenty-two  miles  long  and  from 
seven  to  fifteen  miles  across.    The  Big  Meadows  is 
probably  the  most  prolific  in  California,  but  is  hard  to  ' 
reach,  having  to  stage  seventy-five  miles,  and  when  .' 
you  do  reach  it  there  is  no  way  of  getting  your  fish  t 
out  in  good  condition,  which  the  anglers  of  San  ; 
Francisco  like  to  do.    When  on  my  vacation,  after  the  ' 
evening  fish  I  would  pack  my  catch  and  ship  them  on  ■ ' 
the  overland  train  which  passed  my  fishing  point,  , 
namely.  La  Moine,  Shasta  county,  about  8.30  p.m.,  ' 
arriving  in   San  Francisco  the  next  morning  in 
excellent  condition.    The  Southern  Pacific  Riilroad 
Company  is  ever  willing  to  oblige  the  sportsman,  and 
during  the  open  season  gives  the  anglers  special  rates, 
and  will,  in  a  great  many  instances,  stop  at  points 
other  than  regular  stations  simply  to  oblige  the 
fishermen. 

"  We  also  have  good  fishing  in  the  winter  time. 
After  the  heavy  rains  have  subsided  and  the  streams 
have  cleared  up  we  angle  for  the  steelhead  trout  with 
spoon  or  bait,  as  the  condition  of  the  streams  permit. 
An  excellent  stream  adjacent  to  San  Francisco, 
namely,  the  Russian  River,  affords  good  sport  in  the 
latter  part  of  December  and  January  and  February. 
The  fish  come  into  this  river  for  spawning,  and  on 
their  way  up  to  the  headwaters  will  take  a  spoon  or 
bait  voraciously  and  put  up  a  great  fight.  We  use  for 
this  kind  of  fishing  split  bamboo  or  greenheart  rods, 
8oz.  and  lOoz.  in  weight,  with  100  yards  of  silk  line 
and  small  spoon.  It  takes  from  forty  to  fifty  minutes 
to  land  a  151b.  or  201b.  steel  lead  trout. 

"  I  must  not  forget  to  mention  about  fishing  for 
striped  bass  in  salt  water  in  the  bays  and  estuaries  of 
San  Francisco.  They  were  transplanted  to  this  coast 
in  1879,  but  have  only  been  taken  with  rod  and  line 
during  the  past  seven  years.  Fishing  for  striped  bisa 
is  called  the  poor  man's  sport,  as  little  expense  is 
incurred  for  the  trip  to  the  bass  grounds,  and  good  - 
sport  is  generally  had.  We  use  long  narrow  trolling 
spoons  (the  Wilson  spoon)  and  a  12,  15,  18,  and 
21  thread  line,  200  yards.  When  trolling  is  out  of 
the  question  we  use  clams  for  bait.  In  using  bait  we 
U'^e  the  line  to  strike  and  hook  the  fish,  then  play  him 
with  the  rod  in  the  usual  way  when  fishing  for  trout. 
They  make  one  grand  run  of  100  yards  or  so,  after 
which  they  are  easily  brought  to  gaff.  They  run  from 
Jib.  to  501b.  and  GOlb. ;  but  the  largest  bass  taken  with 
rod  and  line  thus  far  was  landed  by  the  well-known 
angler  for  striped  bass  in  Californian  waters,  Mr.  A. 
Wilson,  which  weighed  301b. 

"  In  fishing  for  striped  bass  we  have  to  contend  with, 
sharks  and  stingaree.  Stingaree  are  often  taken  wbei^ 
using  bait  in  shallow  water  from  251b.  to  lOOlb." 
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BY  THE  EDITOB. 


Reports  of  Monster  Salmon. 

IIerr  Beyer  writes  me  from  Bergen  that  his 
authority  for  reporting  that  a  salmon  of  59Ib.  had 
been  caught  in  the  Namsen  was  a  letter  which  he 
encloses.  It  is  written  by  a  farmer,  who  appears 
to  act  as  his  agent  on  the  river,  is  in  Norwegian, 
and  states  that  a  fish  of  .'iQIb.  had  been  caught  by 
another  farmer,  who  has  a  right  to  fish  before  the 
tenants  arrive. 

Even  with  this  I  suspect  that  the  men  who 
doubted  will  continue  to  doubt,  for  the  following 
reasons — that  the  fish  has  not  been  preserved,  that 
the  news  comes  through  second  and  third  hands, 
and  that  the  weight  is  given  in  English  poimds, 
with  which  the  farmer  could  scarcely  be  familiar. 

On  the  Namsen  itself  the  weight  given  seems  to 
have  had  small  cun-ency  or  credit,  otherwise  the 
French  writer  would  not  have  claimed  that  the 

fish  of  oOilb.  caught  there  by  the  Comte  de  G  

was  the  record  salmon  of  1902. 

All  experience  has  proved  that  reports  of  monster 
fish  made  by  other  than  the  actual  captors  are 
most  unreliable,  and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  we 
publish  such  with  the  greatest  reserve. 


The  Eael  of  Mayo  on  Swedish  Trout  Fishing. 

In  the  NineI.eenlh  Century  and  After  ior  Ocioher 
there  is  a  very  interesting  article  by  the  Earl  of 
Mayo  on  Swedish  Trout  Fishing.  Considering  the 
writer's  wide  experience  as  an  angler,  it  is  inter- 
esting to  learn  that  ''no  trout  fight  so  stubbornly 
as  the  large  Stvedish  trout,  called  in  Sweden 
Lax  Oren."  They  are  found  late  in  August 
and  at  the  beginning  of  September  lying  at 
the  head  of  rapids  where  the  rivers  leave  the 
lakes.  The  Karl  of  Mayo  gives  some  interesting 
particulars  about  this  fine  trout  fishing,  the  baits 
U3ed,  &c.,  and  mentions  that  the  grayling  are  bo 
numerous  and  will  run  at  the  Spoon  and  Phantom 
to  freely  as  to  become  a  nuisance  to  the  trout 
angler  in  and  near  the  Arctic  circle  ;  he  speaks  most 
highly  of  the  Swedish  peasantry,  says  the  mosqui- 
toes are  a  perfect  pest,  and  hints  that  the  salmon 


in  the  rivers  on  the  eastern  side  of  Sweden  are 
there,  but  he  has  yet  to  learn  that  they  will  rise  to 
the  fly  or  are  easily  taken  with  any  other  bait. 

Salmonid.e  from  the  Eden. 
An  Eden  angler  writes 

"  Dear  Sir, — Would  you  kindly  tell  me  the 
name  of  the  small  specimen  fish  enclosed.  In  the 
liver  Eden  the  salmon-keepers  declare  they  are 
youug  salmon,  and  several  people  have,  I  under- 
stand, been  heavily  fined  for  catching  them.  It 
seems  certain  to  me  they  are  not  young  salmon,  as 
they  are  found  in  the  river  all  the  year  round,  and 
they  do  not  seem  to  vary  much  in  size.  Also  I  have 
taken  them  in  small  streams  which  certainly  never 
contained  a  salmon.  No  doubt  the  variety  is  perfectly 
well  known,  but  the  people  in  the  Eden  district  have 
various  ideas  on  the  subject,  and  I  shall  be  very 
much  obliged  for  an  authoritative  opinion,  either 
in  the  enclosed  envelope  or  in  the  next  issue  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette." 

The  fish  sent  were  undoubtedly  true  samlets, 
and  very  plump,  perfect  specimens. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  salmon  must  ascend  the 
streams  these  fish  are  taken  from,  and,  of  course, 
they  would  do  so  when  in  flood  in  the  winter. 


Methods  of  Attaching  Gut  Cast  or  Line 
to  Reel  Line. 

A  correspondent  points  out  that  Mr.  Simeon's 
plan  of  fastening  the  cast  to  the  reel  line — Fig.  7 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  20— would,  with  its 
gaping  mouth,  cause  a  wave,  and  be  likely  besides 
to  catch  every  floating  object. 

To  a  knot  there  are  serious  objections,  but  if  one 


be  used  the  knotted  end  should  not  face  upward, 
or  stand  out  at  an  open  angle  to  the  loop,  as  in 
Fig.  1,  but  be  turned  down  to  lie  alongside  the 
loop,  as  in  Fig.  2.  But  the  generally  adopted 
figure  of  8  plan  of  attachment,  which  requires  no 
knot,  and  leaves  the  end  lying  close  alongside  the 
cast  (see  Fig.  3),  is  much  superior  to  either. 

The  Autumn  Salmon  Fishing  on  the  Tay. 

Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  of  Perth,  was  fishing  on 
Saturday  with  Mr.  Coats  and  his  son  ;  they  got 
twelve  fish.  The  Tay  is  teeming  with  salmon, 
and  fair  sport  is  being  obtained  in  spite  of  bad 
weather  for  fish  taking  well. 

A  Line  from  Lancaster. 

Mr.  E.  Phillips,  editor  of  the  Standard, 
Lancaster,  writes :  — 

"  As  to  the  fishery  up  here  I  agree  with  you — 
it  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be.  I  have  written 
one  or  two  articles  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  the 
deterioration  of  the  Lune  as  a  salmon  river,  but  I 
was  as  one  crying  in  the  wilderness.  It  is  every- 
body's business — which  means  that  it  is  nobody's. 
The  fishing  in  some  of  the  lakes  is  simply 
going  to  pieces,  and  the  rivers  worsen  each 
year.  The  Lune  is  doing  better  now  as  a  trout 
river.    The   past  season   has  been  fairly  good. 
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Salmon  fishing  with  rod  and  l&ie'     practjcftlly  a 
lost  art  through  lack  of  opportunity.  /  The  Wyre,^  , 
another  local  stream,  is  to  have  3.500  yearling  trout  ' 
put  into  it  during  the  next  few  weeks,  making  over 
18,000  in  a  few  years." 


A  Grand  Take  of  Carp. 

Mr.  Richard  Mason,  of  Grimsby,  kindly  sends 
me  this  interesting  note  about  an  extraordinary 
capture  of  large  carp.  I  have  asked  him  to  get  Mr. 
Overbeek  to  give  us  a  few  more  particulars. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — When  you  acknowledged 
my  book  containing  my  angling  experiences  last 
year,  you  were  good  enough  to  say  you  would 
always  be  glad  to  receive  anything  of  interest  in 
the  matter  of  angling  experiences  in  these  parts, 
and  I  think  that  the  following  capture  of  carp 
is  calculated  to  arouse  piscatorial  interest. 
The  lucky  angler  was  Mr.  Overbeek,  of 
this  town,  and  the  place  Croxby  Pond,  ten  miles 
from  here,  a  large  lagoon  like  water  probably  half 
a  mile  in  length,  eighty  yards  in  width,  and  two 
feet  in  depth,  so  far  as  water  is  concerned,  with 
several  feet  of  mud.  Mr.  Overbeek  caught  three, 
the  weights  being  171b.  8oz.,  141b.  5oz.,  and 
101b.  4oz.,  or  an  aggregate  weight  for  the  three  of 
over  421b.  I  have  the  particulars  of  the  capture, 
but  I  was  told  that  Mr.  Overbeek  was  in  the 
mud  and  water  up  to  the  waist  for  four  hours 
before  the  big  fish  was  landed.  I  shall  not  be 
at  all  surprised  to  hear  that  this  is  correct,  as 
five  or  six  years  ago  Mr.  Overbeek  hooked  a 
large  carp  in  the  same  water  at  eleven  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  had  it  on  until  half-past  four, 
when  the  fish  '  sulked '  and  severed  the  gut  trace 
by  sawing  it  in  two  with,  I  understand,  its  dorsal 
fin.  The  angler  on  that  occasion  spent  a  good 
portion  of  his  time  up  to  the  waist  in  the  mud  and 
water,  and  he  estimated  the  weight  of  that  carp  to 
be  at  least  2.51b.  Croxby  Pond  is  the  property  of  the 
Earl  of  Yarborough,  and  carp  have  been  there  for 
many  generations.  Captain  Hore,  another  Grimsby 
gentleman,  caught  one  a  few  years  ago  there 
pulling  down  the  scale  at  201b.,  and  Mr.  Atthur 
Mountain,  the  deputy  coroner,  has  in  days  gone 
by  caught  a  good  many  there  rimning  into  the 
teens  of  pounds.  Mr.  Overbeek  has  sent  the  two 
largest  of  his  carp  to  be  set  up  in  London 
'  naturally,'  that  is,  lying  on  a  bank  of  grass, 
and  he  will  paint  the  spot  (of  which  he  has  taken 
a  sketch)  in  oils  for  the  back  of  the  case.  Croxby 
Pond  also  contains  perch,  eels,  and  trout,  but  imtil 
Friday  last,  when  Mr.  Overbeek  made  his  remark- 
able capture  of  carp,  a  roach  had  never  been  seen 
or  caught  there,  but  he  caught  a  fine  fellow 
weighing  lib.  13oz.  -" Yours  truly, 

"  Richard  Mason." 


Overdoing  the  Under  Hackle  of  Dry  Flies. 

"  Golden  Locks,"  of  Barnsley,  who  sends  me  a 
photo  of  a  fine  brace  of  trout  taken  by  him, 
weighing  over  T^lh.,  writes  : — 

"  Has  it  ever  struck  you  that  the  way  the  pro- 
fessional makers  tie  floating  flies  can  be  improved 
upon  ?  If  you  will  try  the  two  flies  I  send  you  by 
throwing  each  a  few  times  on  a  basin  of  water  you 
will  find  that  one  fly  always  cocks  properly  and  the 
other  sometimes  does  not  ;  the  fault  in  the  latter 
is  that  the  hackle  being  left  projecting  underneath 
the  body  acts  as  a  lever  or  prop  and  turns  it  over. 
In  the  other  fly  you  will  find  the  hackle  has  been 
cut  away  from  below  the  body  and  only  projects 
horizontally  to  it ;  as  well  as  keeping  the  fly  up- 
right this  has  a  much  more  leg-like  appearance 
when  viewed  from  under  the  surface.  I  should  be 
greatly  obliged  for  your  opinion." 

There  is  no  doubt  a  good  deal  of  truth  in  what 
"  Golden  Locks  "  says.  I  have  often  put  a  fly  on 
a  rail  post  and  cut  off  superfluous  points  of  hackle 
under  the  fly,  and  for  the  same  reason  that  he  does 
it,  and  also  to  allow  the  body  of  the  fly  to  show  up 
better,  but  I  must  confess  that  I  have  found  the 
objection  more  theoretical  than  practical  as  a 
rule — I  mean  as  far  as  rising  fish  is  concerned. 
Throwing  flies  onto  a  basin  of  water  is  a  very 
different  thing  from  casting  them  with  a  line 
attached  onto  a  river,  and  in  the  latter  case  the 
points  of  the  hackle  are  driven  into  the  water  by 
the  force  of  the  cast  and  pull  of  the  line,  and  help 
to  support  the  fly  in  an  upright  position.  Still, 
undoubtedly,  one  often  finds  far  too  much  hackle 
on  the  imder  side  of  a  fly,  especially  in  May  Flies 
and  other  large  flies.  R.  B.  Marston. 
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FISHING  IN  ICELAND. 


Floki  Vilgbrtharsson,  the  Viking,  made  rather 
a  mistake  a  thousand  years  ago  when  he  gave 
Iceland  its  present  title,  for  from  the  frigid 
character  of  the  name  one  is  apt  to  imagine  the 
country  very  much  colder  and  more  uninhabitable 
than  it  really  is.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  spite  of 
its  proximity  to  the  Arctic  circle  (the  northern 
coast  being  within  about  fifteen  miles)  the  climate 
is  quite  bearable,  through  the  influence  of  the  Gulf 
Stream,  and  although  never  really  hot  is  quite 
warm  in  the  summer.  The  Gulf  Stream  also  is  of 
further  service  to  the  islanders  by  casting^up  wood 
on  the  shores,  a  valuable  commodity  up  {there  on 
account  of  the  absence  of  trees  of  any  kind.  The 
ountry  is  also  generally  regtarded  as  almost  in- 


Reykjavik,  the  capital  of  Iceland,  is  by  far  the 
largest  and  most  enterprising  town  in  the  country, 
and  probably  makes  the  best  headquarters  for  all 
except  those  wishing  to  fish  the  rivers  in  the  north. 

From  Reykjavik  steaming  up  the  west  coast  we 
sail  by  many  salmon  rivers,  but  the  best  of  them 
are  all  let.  First  comes  the  Laxa  (a  comprehensive 
term  given  to  all  rivers  without  a  special  name, 
which  contain,  have  contained,  or  whose  owners 
hope  they  contain,  salmon),  falling  into  the  Hval 
Fjord.  Further  north  we  pass  Borgar  Fjord, 
which  receives  the  waters  of  the  Western  Hvita 
and  its  many  tributaries.  On  the  northern  bank 
are  the  Langa,  where  two  rods  up  to  the  middle  of 
August  had  killed  over  three  hundred  fish,  the 
Nordra,  and  the  Pvera,  all  good  salmon  rivers.  The 
celebrated  Grimsa  falls  out  on  the  sonfcli  side  of 


On  the  way  up  the  west  coast  we  called  at  many 
fjords,  and  at  nearly  all  the  sea  fishing  was  very 
good.  A  line  let  over  the  side  of  the  steamer 
invariably  procured  two  or  three  buckets  full  of 
halibut,  cod,  and  plaice  in  an  hour  or  so.  The  sea 
fishing  was  especially  fine  in  Isafjord,  at  the 
north-westerly  corner  of  the  island.  Going  out  in 
a  boat  between  ten  and  eleven  at  night  we  could 
always  reckon  on  a  bag  of  from  501b.  to  1001b.  of 
fish.  There  is  supposed  to  be  some  good  trout 
fishing  in  this  fjord,  but  we  were  certainly  un- 
successful in  finding  it. 

The  Icelandic  farmer  is  utterly  incapable  of 
grasping  the  fact  that  the  Englishman  fishes  for 
sport  and  not  for  profit.  Last  summer  an  angler 
offered  a  certain  farmer  £50,  as  well  as  any  salmon 
not  wanted  for  his  own  consumption,  for  the  fishing 


1.  Geysirs  and  Hot  Spbingb  at  Geysib.    (Photo  taken  at  10  p.m.)  G.  Typical  Salmon  Fisheb's  Hut.    (This  is  on  the  Grimsa.) 

2.  River  Buaea.  7.  Reykjavik  Harbour. 

3.  Snaefells  jokull.    (One  of  the  highest  mountains  in  the  country.)  8.  Grimsa  River. 

4.  River  Sog.  9.  River  Bog.    (Playing  a  41b.  char.) 

5.  Icelandic  Ponies.    (The  only  means  of  locomotion  inland.) 


accessible  to  any  but  those  who  can  devote  half  the 
year  to  sport.  However,  it  is  only  five  to  six  days' 
voyage  from  Leith  to  Iceland,  and  this  includes  a 
call  at  the  Faroe  Isles. 

To  anglers  seeking  fresh  fields  and  pastures  new, 
the  following  incidents  of  a  recent  trip  may  be  of 
interest  and  perhaps  service. 

Ratlier  less  than  two  days'  steaming  from  Leith 
in  the  Danish  mail-boat  Botnia  brought  us  to 
Thorshavn,  the  capital  of  the  Faroe  Isles.  On 
most  of  these  islands  there  is  very  good  trout 
fishing,  but  it  is  advisable  to  make  Thorshavn  one's 
head(iuarters,  where  one  can  live  remarkably  cheaply 
in  what  is  apparently  the  only  inn  on  the  islands. 
Some  anglers  who  spent  this  summer  here  obtained 
baskets  of  trout  up  to  301b.  per  day. 

Steaming  away  from  the  Faroes  we  anchored  in 
Reykjavik  Harbour  in  two  and  a  half  days. 


Borgar  Fjord,  but  the  fishing  here  has  this  year 
been  spoilt  by  a  gravel  bank  which  formed  across 
its  moutli  last  winter  and  stopped  the  run  of  fish 
this  spring.  The  bank  was  probably  formed  by 
the  debris  from  the  glaciers  feeding  the  Western 
Hvita,  which,  although  held  in  suspense  in  the 
waters  of  the  rapid  river,  was  deposited  directly  the 
mouth  was  reached  and  the  velocity  decreased. 
The  result  of  this  and  the  dry  summer  is  that  the 
owner  and  his  angling  wife  have  only  killed  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  fish,  and  chiefly  grilse. 

The  fjords  on  the  north  of  the  island  receive 
several  rivers  holding  salmon,  although  they  are 
not  so  well  known  on  account  of  their  being  rather 
inaccessible.  Amongst  them  may  be  mentioned 
the  Midfjardara,  Vididalsa,  Vatndalsa,  the  Laxa, 
from  Laxavatn  (salmon  lake),  and  the  Laxa  falling 
into  Skjalfandi. 


rights  on  the  farmer's  river.  Although  assured 
that  the  Englishman  only  wanted  the  fishing  for 
sport  and  exercise,  he  was  so  suspicious  of  the 
apparently  generous  offer  that  he  consulted  a 
brother  farmer  on  the  subject.  This  farmer  may 
have  had  a  little  Hebrew  blood  in  his  veins,  fori 
unknown  to  his  confider,  he  approached  the  angler 
and  suggested  that  instead  of  paying  £50  to  the 
other  man,  for  £25  he  could  mow  as  much  of  his 
grass  as  he  liked.'* 
Returning  to  Reykjavik  by  steamer  we  left  it 

*  This  example  not  only  illustrates  the  fact  that 
the  average  Icelander  thinks  that  an  Englishman 
might  as  well  pay  for  mowing  grass  by  way  of  exercise 
as  salmon  fishing,  altogether  ignoring  the  element  of  '< 
sport,  but  shows  up  the  Icelandic  characteristic  of 
always  wanting  to  better  people,  even  if  it  is  their  own 
countrymen. 
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on  ponies  the  following  morning  for  a  journey  up 
country  after  the  wily  trout.  Incidentally  it  might 
be  well  to  mention  that  the  proprietor  of  the 
Hotel  Iceland  at  Eeykjavik  is  most  obliging  and 
moderate  in  his  charges,  and  is  always  willing  to 
take  charge  of  luggage  one  may  wish  to  leave 
behind  whUst  going  up  country,  when  a  most 
limited  kit  is  necessary.  Three  miles  from  Rey- 
kjavik we  crossed  the  Elllidaa  River,  perhaps  the 
best  in  the  country.  Really  it  is  an  extraordinary 
river,  as  it  is  only  about  five  miles  long  and  barely 
seems  to  have  enough  water  to  hold  a  salmon,  and 
yet  two  years  ago  1637  salmon  were  killed  in  it. 
This  season,  however,  the  dry  summer  has  kept  it 
very  low,  and  there  has  also  been  an  exceptional 
amount  of  bright  sunshine ;  and  this,  in  a  country 
where  the  sun  barely  sets  in  June  or  July,  is  rather 
an  aggravation  to  the  angler.  The  total  bag  of  the 
three  rods  this  year  was  eight  hundred  and  fifty, 
besides  a  great  many  sea-trout.  The  best  day's 
sport  to  one  rod  was  forty. 

Salmon  fishing  on  this  river,  however,  is  not 
procurable  at  present,  being  fished  by  the  owner 
himself.  Personally,  I  was  fortunate  enough  to 
have  one  day  on  it,  but  the  lowest  of  water  and 
the  brightest  of  sunshine  resulted  in  only  two 
salmon  and  a  sea-trout. 

Icelandic  rivers  ha\e  no  bushes  to  worry  the 
fisherman,  but  what  is  perhaps  worse  their  beds 
and  banks  are  fonued  of  perforated  volcanic  rook, 
the  holes  in  which  are  a  terrible  prey  for  the 
salmon  fly.  From  the  Ellidaa  a  day's  ride  brought 
us  to  Thingvellir  Lake,  the !  largest  in  the  country, 
covering  an  area  of  neai-ly  forty  sijuare  miles. 

Time  did  not  permit  of  our  fishing  this  lake ; 
practically  no  one  does  fish  there,  but  there  is  no 
doubt  that  it  contains  some  very  large  trout  and 
char. 

The  only  angler  we  heard  of  who  had  tried  it 
killed  two  fish  o^  er  lolb.  Of  course  the  trouble 
with  such  an  expanse  of  water  is  to  find  where  the 
fish  lie.  For  my  part  I  believe  most  of  the  big 
fish  lie  near  the  western  shore,  and  feel  sure  that 
any  one  who  is  willing  to  experiment  for  a  day  or 
so  would  be  amply  rewarded  eventually  with  some 
exceptionally  large  fish. 

From  Thingvellir  a  day's  journey  landed  us  at 
the  world-famed  Geysir,  passing  on  the  way  the 
river  Buara,  a  wild  river  looking  perfect  for  salmon ; 
but  unfortunately,  being  a  Jiikulsa  (that  is,  fed  by 
glacier  water),  there  are  no  salmon  in  it.  This  is 
the  case  with  nearly  all  glacier  fed  rivers  in  Iceland, 
contrary  to  most  Norwegian  rivers.  The  trout 
fishing  here  is  said  to  be  good,  but  I  have  had  no 
personal  experience.  After  a  two  days'  wait  at 
GevEir  we  were  rewarded  by  a  very  fine  "[spout," 
the  column  of  boiling  water,  about  ten  feet  in 
diameter,  rising  to  a  height  of  nearly  one  hundred 
feet.  From  Geysir  we  had  a  long  day's  ride  to  the 
Sog,  a  short  river  about  half-a-mile  long,  fomiing  a 
junction  between  the  southern  outlet  of  the  Thing- 
vellir lake  and  another  smaller  lake.  Here  is  trout 
and  char  fishing  which  cannot  but  satisfy  the 
most  greedy  of  anglers.  The  result  of  my  five  and 
a-half  days'  fishing  on  this  water  was  as  follows  :  - 


Ll)3.  we'yht.  Fish. 

First  day   111^    51 

Second  day    figf    28 

Third  day   57|    24 

Fourth  day    71    24 

Fifth  day   lOlf    39 

Morning  of  sixth  day     27|    11 
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Largest  char,  GJlb.    Largest  trout,  Gib. 

This  sport,  however,  had  its  discomforts,  for  the 
only  accommodation  is  a  farmhouse,  which  is 
rather  rough  and  certainly  not  clean,  and  worse 
than  this  is  the  plague  of  flies  which  infests  the 
place  from  June  to  August.  These  black  flies, 
resembling  diminutive  house  flies,  are  quite  un- 
bearable when  there  is  no  wind,  and  the  only 
chance  of  fishing  is  to  be  armed  with  a  mosquito 
net  over  one's  head,  wear  gloves,  and  tie  up  every 
other  hole  and  corner  through  which  they  might 
creep.  Probably  these  pests  in  a  large  measure 
account  for  the  size  and  quantity  of  the  fish. 

Although  the  trout  and  char  fishing  here  is  the 
beat  to  be  had  anywhere  near  the  capital,  there  is 
some  fine  fishing  to  be  had  in  the  lakes  in  the 
north,  and  further  inland  there  are  many  lakes 
containing  trout  which  have  scarcely  ever  been 
fished  with  a  rod  and  line. 

Fishing  in  Iceland  is  not  confined  to  the  male 
Bex  only,  for  the  fair  sex  have  already  braved  the 
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few  hardships  for  the  sake  of  the  sport,  their  pluck 
in  pursuing  which  being  shown  by  the  following 
adventure  which  occurred  to  an  English  lady  angler 
up  there  a  short  time  ago. 

Seeing  a  salmon  jump,  she  was  hurrying  down 
to  fish  the  pool,  but  slipped  into  the  river,  and 
with  waders  tied  round  the  waist  was  carried  away 
head  under  water.  Her  guide  managed  to  rescue 
her  at  a  shallow  part  lower  down,  when  in  spite  of 
being  half  exhausted,  and  fully  soaked  through 
with  icy  water,  she  insisted  on  fishing  the  pool 
before  going  home.  May  that  salmon  have  fallen 
a  victim  to  her  skill. 

Followers  of  Izaak  may  always  make  sure  of 
exceptional  trout  fishing  in  Iceland,  but  it  is 
not  advisable  to  go  out  after  salmon  without 
making  previous  arrangements  and  getting  the 
nets  removed. 

With  regard  to  the  past  season,  the  bags  on 
most  of  the  rivers  have  been  about  half  as  much  as 
usual,  a  fact  almost  entirely  attributable  to  the 
weather,  the  summer  having  been  drier  and  hotter 
than  for  many  years,  in  spite  of  what  has  been  said 
to  the  contrary  in  a  certain  contemporary. 

For  the  sportsman  wishing  to  combine  the  rod 
and  gun  there  are  many  varieties  of  ducks,  also 
geese,  swans,  whimbrel,  plover,  snipe,  and  a 
variety  of  the  grouse  family  called  in  Icelandic 
"  rjupa."  There  is  also  a  certain  amount  of  seal 
shooting,  and  three  herds  of  reindeer  are  supposed 
to  be  somewhere  in  the  island.  On  account  of  the 
volcanic  nature  of  the  rock  and  the  absence  of  any 
depth  of  soil  there  is  no  ground  game.  But  any- 
one renting  a  river  should  take  a  gun,  as  a  bird 
will  be  found  a  most  welcome  change  from  a  diet 
of  fish  and  tinned  meat.  S.  S. 


ABOUT  GRAYLING. 


As  in  the  spring  the  young  man's  fancy  is  said 
to  lightly  turn  to  thoughts  of  love,  so  in  autumn 
does  the  fly-fisher  revert  to  themes  of  grayling.  I 
doubt  very  much  if  you  were  to  ask  the  first  half- 
dozen  anglers  of  your  acquaintance  whom  you  came 
across  what  their  opinion  is  of  grayling  whether 
you  would  hear  very  much  in  his  favour,  so  per- 
sistently does  a  bad  name  stick,  and  many  there 
are  who  will  condemn  grayling  as  they  do  chub, 
without  seeming  to  think  they  each  are  good  as 
sport-giving  fish  in  their  own  seasons  and  localities. 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  such  unanimous  con- 
demnation of  this  to  me  grandest  of  all  winter 
feeding  fish  by  our  early  angling  writers  must  have 
been  the  result  of  their  fishing  for  these  fish  in  the 
summer  months  and  when  the  fish  was  not  in  that 
plump  and  lusty  condition  we  find  it  in  November 
for  instance.  When  in  season  I  maintain  that  the 
grayling  will  give  excellent  sport  on  suitable 
tackle,  is  splendid  eating,  and  is  as  handsome  a  fish 
as  any  angler  need  wish  to  gaze  upon.  What 
more  can  one  want  ?  How  Charles  Cotton  could 
have  written  in  such  terms  of  condemnation  of  the 
sporting  qualities  of  this  fish  as  to  call  him  "  one  of 
the  deadest  hearted  fishes  in  the  world,  and  the 
bigger  he  is  the  more  easily  taken,"  passes  my 
understanding,  although  we  must  remember  that 
this  remark  was  passed  to  "  Viator  "  on  his  catch- 
ing a  grayling  in  the  early  part  of  March,  when  the 
fish  would  be  out  of  condition  in  all  probability. 
Walton  had  some  peculiar  ideas  about  the  grayling, 
and  although  he  appears  to  have  had  a  better 
opinion  of  it  from  a  sporting  point  of  view,  yet  his 
opinion  of  the  edible  qualities  of  the  fish  were  not 
so  favoiurable  as  Cotton's.  I  confess  to  a  feeling  of 
disappointment  at  the  summary  way  in  which 
Walton  dismisses  the  grayling,  showing  that  he 
did  not  think  very  highly  of  him  either  from  an 
edible  or  sporting  point  of  view. 

A  good  description  of  the  grayling's  fighting 
qualities  is  given  by  Cholmondeley  Pennell,  and  he 
is  particularly  happy  in  the  distinction  which  he 
draws  between  the  trout  and  the  grayling,  giving  to 
the  trout  the  palm  for  "  dash  and  courage,"  while 
conceding  to  the  grayling  the  merit  of  being  a 
sturdy  and  mettlesome  fish,  "  a  foeman  worthy  of 
our  steel  "  ;  and  as  to  the  special  exterior  peculiari- 
ties of  the  two,  the  trout  has,  he  rightly  observes, 
BO  to  speak,  a  Herculean  cast  of  beauty,  the 
grayling  rather  that  of  an  Apollo — light,  delicate, 
and  gracefully  symmetrical.  One  great  attraction 
of  grayling  fishing  lies  in  the  prolongation  into  the 
late  autumn  of  the  season  for  fly-fishing ;  the  in- 
ducement it  offers  for  prolonging  your  enjoyment 
in  the  halcyon  days  of  the  fading  year;  and  the 


fact  that  it  puts  into  exercise  that  parttCK-ilar  branch 
of  the  art  of  angling  which  must  be  concedodyto  bo 
its  highest,  and  which  calls  into  actvon  the  con- 
summate abilities  of  the  artist.  Grayling  will  rise 
readily  to  the  artificial  fly,  and  although  they  will 
come  again  time  after  time  if  missed  (or  perhaps  I 
should  say  if  they  miss  the  fly  which  is  more  usual) 
they  require  the  neatest  and  finest  tackle  and  the 
most  delicate  handling  to  secure  them,  and  as 
Francis  Francis  truly  enough  says,  "  when  you 
have  hooked  a  grayling  your  next  job  is  to  land 
him."  Francis  said  that  he  had  a  \ery  high 
opinion  of  this  fish,  and  states,  "  If  the  trout  is 
the  gentleman  of  the  streams  the  grayling  is  cer- 
tainly the  lady,  and  I  think  in  some  respects  little 
inferior  to  the  trout  and  in  others  superior  to  him." 
For  example,  grayling  seldom  become  as  shy  as  the 
trout  do.  There  is  a  lot  of  difference  between  the 
way  a  well-conditioned  trout  and  grayling  fight 
after  being  hooked,  and  this  may  account  for  some 
of  the  condemnation  heaped  upon  the  latter  as  to 
its  non-sportive  character,  for  although  not  so 
lively  as  the  trout  with  its  mad  rushes  for  liberty, 
yet  the  kind  of  resistance  is  more  dangerous  to  the 
hold  you  have  on  him,  for  the  grayling  tries  the 
hold  of  the  hook  in  every  possible  way  and  from 
every  opposite  point  of  that  hold.  To  my  mind  a 
grayling  is  much  more  difficult  to  land  than  a 
trout,  and  the  more  I  fish  for  grayling  the  more 
convinced  I  am  of  his  gameness  and  sporting 
qualities.  Certainly  there  are  a  great  many  more 
grayling  lost  after  being  hooked  than  trout,  and 
this  is  accounted  for  principally  not  so  much  from 
the  reputed  tenderness  of  the  mouth  as  from  the 
fact  of  the  fish  not  being  so  firmly  hooked  as  the 
trout  usually  is.  There  are  good  reasons  for  this 
which  I  will  mention  later  on.  The  man  who  has 
both  trout  and  grayling  in  his  fishery  may  be  said 
to  be  happy  indeed,  notwithstanding  the  popular 
belief  that  grayling  are  inimical  to  the  existence  of 
trout  in  the  same  water — a  statement  I  have  not 
much  faith  in.  The  Teme,  for  instance,  is  amongst 
the  best  grayling  rivers  in  England,  and  yet  there 
are  plenty  of  trout  in  it.  The  idea,  so  constantly 
repeated  by  early  angling  writers  and  in  many  in- 
stances copied  by  later  ones,  that  grayling  require 
rivers  that  are  rather  sluggish  than  swift,  with  deep 
pools  connected  by  moderate  rapids,  subject  to  no 
very  great  fluctuations  either  as  regards  volume  of 
water  or  temperature,  is  far  from  being  the  right 
one.  No  grayling  grow  to  such  a  size  or  increase 
more  rapidly  than  those  in  our  chalk  streams,  and 
no  river  fluctuates  and  changes  its  conditions  as 
regards  volume  of  water  more  than  the  Teme. 
As  regards  temperature  this  fish  certainly  likes  a 
comparatively  cold  water  rather  than  the  reverse. 
Another  remark  is  equally  at  fault — namely,  that 
the  fish  is  always  in  condition.  Grayling  of  Jib. 
weight  or  over  are  not  usually  in  condition  vmtil 
nearing  the  end  of  July,  and  it  is  a  great  pity  to 
take  them  before. 

Trout  when  about  to  spawn  seek  for  that  pur- 
pose the  beds  of  small  streams  or  brooks,  and 
very  generally  ditches  and  the  heads  of  long 
shallows,  and  make  a  nest  or  redd.  Grayling  never 
go  far  from  their  haunts,  and  never  attempt  to  go 
up  to  the  heads  of  streams  for  breeding  purposes, 
but  deposit  their  ova  on  the  tails  of  the  shallows 
without  a  nest  or  redd,  and  it  is  therefore  much 
exposed  to  depredations  of  all  kinds.  I  believe 
they  never  spawn  until  the  second  year  of  existence. 
The  ideas  of  grayling  not  heading  up-stream  and 
of  being  deleterious  to  the  trout  have  been  per- 
petuated by  author  after  author,  just  copying  one 
another  without  really  ascertaining  the  facts. 

For  instance.  Dr.  Day  ("  British  Fishes  ")  says 
the  grayling  cannot  spring  out  of  the  water  like  a 
trout,  and  consequently  is  unable  to  surmount 
barriers.  Every  grayling  fisher  knows  this  is  not 
so.  Time  after  time  have  I  had  gi-ayling  spring 
out  of  the  water  when  playing  them,  just  as 
a  trout  will,  and  the  reason  why  they  do  not  sur- 
mount barriers  is  because  they  do  not  want  to  do 
so.  A  trout  or  salmon  always  by  instinct,  or 
whatever  else  you  may  call  it,  endeavours  to  reach 
the  upper  waters  as  far  as  they  can  go — 
"  excelsior  "  is  their  aim — but  the  grayling's  habits 
being  quite  diflerent,  he,  spawning  where  he  lives, 
or  in  close  proximity,  has  no  occasion  to  jump  out 
of  the  water  or  to  surmomit  obstacles,  but  that  he 
could  do  so  it  he  wished  there  cannot  be  a  doubt. 
The  river  bed  which  suits  gi-ayling  best  is  a  gravelly 
or  loamy  one.  They  do  not  like  rock  alone  or  mud 
alone.  No  better  example  can  be  had  than  the 
chalk  stream  bed  with  its  holes. 
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The  nathe  distribution  of  grayling  in  Great 
Britem  is  liiuited  to  a  certain  number  of  streams  in 
England.  It  is  well  known  that  they  were  intro- 
duced into  the  Clyde,  the  Tweed,  and  the  Ciryffe. 
In  these  rivers  they  live  and  breed,  but  they 
attain  no  decent  size  in  the  regions  where  they 
were  introduced.  The  counties  of  Yorkshire, 
Derbyshire,  Shropshire,  Hampshire,  Wiltshire,  and 
Herefordshire  are  amongst  the  principal  districts 
where  grayling  are  found,  and  it  is  only  a  natural 
question  to  ask  why  is  this  distribution  so  limited. 
There  must  be  some  peculiarity  to  account  for  this, 
I  should  think,  but  I  feel  certain  that  this  fish  will 
live  and  thrive  in  only  those  rivers  which  have 
special  characteristics,  such  as  are  contained  in  the 
nature  or  quality  of  the  water,  its  temperature, 
purity,  and  speed,  the  formation  of  the  river's  bed, 
with  its  weeds  and  consequent  variety  of  food  of 
all  kinds.  By  way  of  illustration  I  will  name  two 
rivers,  the  Itchen  in  Hampshire  and  the  Derwent 
in  Derbyshire.  Both  are  looked  upon  as  first-class 
grayling  rivers,  but  the  quality  of  the  fish  is  vastly 
different ;  the  grayling  live  in  the  Derwent,  but  do 
not  thrive  to  the  extent  of  those  in  the  Itchen.  A 
fish  of  the  Derwent  which  reaches  a  pound  and  a 
half,  or  may  be  a  little  more,  is  considered  an 
exceptional  one,  while  those  of  the  Itchen  run  up 
to  three  and  four  pounds.  The  grayling  in  both 
rivers  are  the  same  in  kind,  but  the  water  and 
feeding  are  somewhat  different. 

The  late  Dr.  Brunton,  with  whom  I  have  had 
many  happy  days  among  the  grayling,  and  to 
whose  inventive  genius  several  patterns  of  grayling 
flies  which  I  use  are  partly  due,  used  to  say  that 
there  were  many  rivers  in  which  grayling  would 
live,  but  they  would  never  thrive  if  introduced.  In 
this  connection,  speaking  of  the  Clyde,  he  says  : — ■ 
"  In  comparing  the  condition  of  the  grayling  in  the 
upper  and  the  lower  Clyde,  it  is  necessary  to  note 
that  the  nature  of  the  two  portions  of  the  river, 
their  bed  and  food  producing  properties,  are  quite 
distinct.  The  upper  part  is  barren  looking,  with 
a  hard,  stony  bottom,  is  deficient  in  food  supply 
and  lay-byes,  is  rapid,  and  flowing  through  much 
uncultivated  and  hilly  country  affords  just  enough 
food  for  grayling  to  live  but  not  thrive  upon." 

On  the  other  hand,  the  river  below  fulfils  in 
Scotland  as  nearly  as  possible  the  requisite  con- 
ditions for  these  fish,  and  thus  we  find  them  live 
and  thrive  as  well.  Certain  is  it  that  there  are 
many  rivers  where  the  grayling  are  plentiful 
enough  but  where  they  never  attain  to  the  pro- 
portions of  those  in  the  Kennet,  the  Itchen,  or  the 
Test. 

As  regardSithe  advisability  of  introducing  gray- 
ling into  a  trout  stream,  that  depends  entirely 
upon  the  nature  of  the  river.  As  far  as  my  experi- 
ence and  observation  go  grayling  only  become 
detrimental  to  the  trout  in  that,  being  active  and 
voracious  feeders,  they  consume  the  food  that 
otherwise  would  have  belonged  to  and  been  par- 
taken of  by  the  trout.  It  is  certain  that  these  fish 
live  together  in  general  amity.  The  grayling  is  but 
seldom  a  fish  eater,  and  therefore  any  accusation 
as  to  its  being  destructive  to  the  fry  of  trout  is 
untenable.  That  it,  in  the  trout  spawning  season, 
may  help  itself  to  what  it  can  find  of  the  super- 
fluous ova  which  float  down  the  stream  no  one  can 
object  to,  but  as  to  its  burrowing  in  the  redds  and 
disturbing  the  hatching  ova  I  very  much  doubt  it. 
Both  the  late  Dr.  Brunton  and  Dr.  Hamilton  were 
very  strong  in  their  assertion  that  this  was  a  matter 
of  impossibility  with  the  grayling,  and  yet  we  are 
assured  by  Dr.  James  A.  Henshall  that  the  fry  of 
grayling  are  as  much  addicted  to  cannibalism  as 
the  pike-perch  fry — vide  Fishing  Gazette,  Sept.  22, 
1900,  "  Hints  on  Grayling  Culture." 

Althouf,'h  fly  fishing  is  the  only  method  by  which 
this  game  and  sportive  fish  should  be  cau;,'ht  there 
are  other  ways  of  effecting  its  capture,  as  it  feeds 
equally  well  at  times  at  the  bottom,  mid-water,  or 
on  the  surface.  In  a  good  many  of  the  Yorkshire 
streams  maggot  fishing  and  worm  fishing  is  prac- 
tised for  grayling,  especially  if  the  river  is  not  in 
good  order  for  the  fly.  The  reason  is  simple. 
Being  a  bottom  feeder  as  well  as  a  surface  feeding 
fish,  he  finds  his  food  amongst  the  aquatic  larvif, 
which  in  moderately  warm  weather,  even  in  winter, 
are  always  on  the  move  on  the  bed  of  the  river  ;  he 
will  rise  to  a  fly  in  the  northern  rivers  readily  as  a 
rule  whenever  there  is  a  fairly  warm  wind,  and  at 
such  a  time  he  takes  a  worm  very  badly.  But 
when  a  flood  of  snow  broth  comes  down,  or  a  hard 
frost  of  some  days'  duration  chills  the  river  and 
checks  the  aquatic  growth  upon  the  river's  bed,  his 


food  supply  is  more  or  less  diminished,  and  he 
begins  to  look  out  for  anything  that  comes  to  hand, 
and  first  among  these,  if  you  give  him  his  choice, 
he  will  take  a  brandling. 

On  the  river  Teme  the  locals  have  great  faith  in 
the  grasshopper,  both  natural  and  artificial,  and 
the  maggot,  and  are  great  adepts  at  this  style  of 
fishing ;  in  fact,  they  declare  you  cannot  get  the  big 
fish  any  other  way.  The  method  is  similar  to  the 
sink  and  draw  system  of  fishing  with  caddis.  The 
artificial  grasshopper  can  be  easily  made  by  lapping 
some  lead  wire  round  the  shank  of  the  hook  to  be 
used  (No.  3  long  May  is  a  good  size),  and  then 
covering  this  with  sage  green  or  green  wool  or 
crewel,  and  over  all  some  gutta-percha  tissue  or 
gold-beater's  skin.  Two  or  three  gentles  can  be 
put  on  the  point  of  the  hook  and  this  lure  attached 
to  about  two  yards  of  fine  gut.  The  rod  must  be 
very  much  stiffer  than  an  ordinary  fly  rod,  and  the 
reel  line  as  fine  as  consistent  with  the  fish  one 
expects  to  meet  with.  But  after  all  there  is  only 
one  way  in  which  this  fish  should  be  caught,  and 
that  is  with  the  fly.  This  ground  has  been  gone 
over  so  many  times  that  it  only  remains  for  me  to 
say  that,  the  grayling  being  a  bold  and  daring  riser, 
never  be  discouraged  if  you  fail  to  hook  him,  even 
it  he  rise  at  your  fly  time  after  time.  He  lies 
very  low  in  the  river  when  watching  for  his 
prey,  and  therefore  is  not  so  easily  disturbed, 
and  if  you  remain  quite  still  when  he  has  risen 
and  missed  the  fly  and  gone  down  to  his  lair,  he 
will  surely  rise  again.  His  rise,  too,  is  different 
to  a  trout.  A  trout,  from  lying  close  to  the 
surface  when  feeding,  takes  without  effort  the 
flies  floating  over  him,  and  also  is  easily  scared.  A 
grayling,  from  lying  deep  in  the  water,  quite  close 
to  the  bottom,  comes  up  with  great  rapidity,  and 
seldom  takes  the  fly  until  it  has  passed  him,  and 
should  he  miss  it,  which  often  happens,  disappears 
80  quickly  that  he  may  well  be  compared  to  a 
shadow — hence  the  name  of  umber,  from  umbra,  a 
shadow.  Should  you  hook  him,  up  goes  his  great 
dorsal  fin  and  down  goes  his  head  in  his  determina- 
tion to  get  to  his  hiding  place,  and  it  depends  on 
his  size  and  gameness,  as  well  as  the  skill  of  the 
angler,  whether  he  succeeds  or  not.  I  have  often 
heard  anglers  complain  that  grayling  are  more 
difiBcult  to  hook  than  trout.  Experienced  anglers 
are  all  aware  that  grayling  are  not  so  easily  hooked 
on  the  rise  as  trout,  but  he  offers  the  best  com- 
pensation in  his  power  by  consenting  to  rise  over 
and  over  again  until  it  you  do  not  hook  him  the 
fault  is  yours,  not  his.  When  he  rises  at  a  passing 
fly  he  must  ascend  at  lightning  speed  in  order  to 
cover  the  distance  in  time  to  catch  it ;  having  done 
so,  he  turns  instantly  head  down  and  descends  at 
the  same  speed.  This  is  really  the  "  somersault  " 
so  well  known  to  grayling  fishers.  With  a  long 
line  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  strike  a  grayling  on 
the  instant,  and  a  taut  line  in  this  fishing  is  of  even 
greater  importance  than  in  trout  fishing. 

Grayling  prefer  flies  with  plenty  of  glitter  and 
colour  in  them,  and  amongst  the  best  that  I  have 
found  are  Badger  Hackle,  Golden  Tag,  Green 
Insect,  Red  Tag,  Macaw  Tag,  Orange  Tag,  Furnace 
Bumble,  Apple  Green,  Ash  Dun,  Iron  Blue, 
Wickham,  and  last,  but  most  important  of  all,  for 
either  grayling  or  trout,  is  that  incomparable  fly 
the  Gold  Ribbed  Hare's  Ear.       E.  F.  Goodwin. 


SEA  BAITS. 


"  Not  a  bit  of  bait  to  be  got,  confound  it !  "  How 
often  one  hears  this  or  some  similar  remark  when 
sojourning  by  the  sad  sea  waves.  yVnd  yet — oh, 
despondent  fisherman — if  you  only  knew  one-tenth 
as  much  about  bait  and  the  ways  of  getting  it  as  you 
do  about  wire  lines  and  wondrous  paternosters  you 
would  be  a  better  sportsman,  and  less  dependent 
on  the  humbugging  bait  boys  who  make  such  a 
bother  of  getting — when  they  choose — and  of  selling 
you  at  an  exorbitant  price  what  nine  times  out 
of  i  ten  you  could  get  for  yourself  it  you  condescended 
to  learn  a  little  something  useful. 

I  am  aware  that  getting  bait  is  neither  an 
amusing  nor  particularly  cleanly  operation,  and  I 
find  no  fault  with  you  for  paying  somebody  else  to 
do  it  for  you  if  you  can.  What  I  think  foolish  is  to 
be  ignorant  of  both  where  to  find  and  how  to 
gather  bait  of  either  one  kind  or  another,  and  to 
allow  your  sport  to  be  dependent  on  the  drunken 
caprice  of  some  lazy  longshore  loafer,  for  that  is 
what  it  generally  amoimts  to  in  plain  English. 

Of  course  I  cannot  hope  to  do  much  in  an  article 


except  enumerate  the  various  kinds  of  baits  that, 
one  or  other,  are  to  be  found  wherever  fish  are  to 
be  caught,  and  to  try  and  describe  how  to  discover 
their  habitat,  and  when  so  found  the  best  way  of 
getting  them  out. 

I  will  omit  the  white  baits,  such  as  mackerel, 
herring,  and  squid,  also  that  first-class  millionaire's 
bait  the  oyster — "  siller  "  iimst  be  employed  in 
these  cases,  and  any  fool  can  use  that — but  begin 
at  what  I  consider  the  prince  of  baits  for  bass  and 
pollack,  the  sand-eel,  or  lan9on  as  our  French 
neighbours  call  it,  a  little  fish  by  no  means  so  rare 
as  is  generally  supposed. 

The  method  usually  employed  for  capturing  this 
bait  is  netting  with  a  special  net,  but  we  all  cannot 
sport  a  sand-eel  seine,  and  you  may  be  sure  that 
where  sand-eels  are  to  be  netted  they  are  to  be 
scooped  out  of  the  sand  also.  The  best  way  of 
doing  this  is  as  follows. 

The  sand-eel,  as  his  name  suggests,  buries  him- 
self in  the  sand,  and  it  is  there  that  you  must  seek 
him  at  low  water.  Right  down  far,  where  the 
sand  is  waterlogged  close  to  the  waves  is  the  spot, 
and  there  you  may  dig  for  him  with  a  spade.  But 
to  catch  him  napping  thus  requires  hard  work  at 
express  speed,  which  is  a  foolish  method  of 
exhausting  yourself.  The  proper  implement  to  use 
so  as  to  get  the  best  results  with  least  labour  is  a 
small  triangular  hoe  about  eight  inches  long,  having 
its  two  sides  turned  back  like  a  ploughshare.  It 
should  be  fixed  at  right  angles  to  the  handle,  which 
should  be  tough,  long,  and  light. 

It  takes  two  to  catch  sand-eels  properly.  One 
must  place  the  hoe  handle  between  his  legs,  his  right 
hand  grasping  the  end  that  sticks  out  behind,  his 
left  the  handle  in  front  of  him.  He  must  then  stick 
the  point  of  the  hoe  into  the  sand  and  walk  back- 
wards along  the  shore  as  quickly  as  he  can,  always 
keeping  the  handle  tightly  pressed  into  his  fork. 
The  hoe  will  cut  a  clean  and  not  too  deep  furrow, 
the  turned  back  edges  throwing  the  sand  up  in  two  ■ 
ridges  on  each  side.  The  second  man  must  follow 
the  hoe,  keeping  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  flying  sand 
and  ready  to  spring. 

When  an  eel  is  turned  up  its  first  movements  are 
three  or  four  convulsive  bounds  over  the  sand,  and 
then — heigh  presto  I — with  a  wriggle  he  is  gone,  and 
you  will  never  see  that  gentleman  again.  It  is 
during  these  bounds,  therefore,  that  number  two 
must  grab  him,  falling  on  his  knees  and  clutching  _ 
desperately.  If  he  succeeds  in  his  strike  he  will 
probably  have  a  handful  of  sand  as  well  as  his 
prey,  and  he  must  shove  the  whole  lot  into  his' 
basket  instantly ;  to  attempt  to  sort  out  the  eel' 
first  is  disastrous.  Should  he  miss,  then  he  may 
count  that  one  as  lost,  for  the  little  silvery  devu' 
will  be  two  feet  deep  in  the  watery  sand  ere  his 
would-be  captor  has  realised  his  failure.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  catching  sand-eels  is  not  such  an 
impossibility  as  people  make  out  if  a  hoe  is  used  as 
directed.  A  spade,  beside  being  laborious,  often 
cuts  the  eels  in  half,  which  destroys  them  as  live 
bait. 

Sand-eels  are  delicious  eating,  and  a  sand-eel 
picnic  is  capital  fun,  when  barelegged  and  sua 
burned  lads  and  lasses  hunt  the  slippery  creatures 
amid  shouts  of  laughter.  Even  we  old  fellows  can 
take  a  hand  at  the  hoe  with  much  enjoyment  and 
infinite  good  to  our  livers. 

Lug-worms  are  easy  enough  to  dig  if  you  know 
the  secret,  though  it  suits  the  baitmongers  to  make 
a  great  fuss  and  mystery  about  the  matter. 

Everybody,  I  take  it,  knows  the  little  coil  of  sand 
thrown  up  by  the  worm ;  well  this  is  from  his  tail,  •  \ 
and  you  have  only  to  find  out  where  his  head  lies 
to  know  exactly  where  to  put  in  your  spade  and 
bring  him  up  lying  crossways  in  the  clod,  sound 
and  unbroken. 

If  you  carefully  examine  the  sand  round  the  coil 
within  the  radius  of  a  foot  or  so,  you  will  find  a 
tiny  little  round  depression  about  the  size  of  a 
sixpence.  Under  this  lies  the  worm's  head,  and  I 
having  found  it  you  know  that  between  it  and| 
the  coil  lies  the  desired  bait  stretched  out  in| 
fancied  security.  Once  you  have  discovered  this: 
fact  you  should  get  a  lug  each  time  you  use  your! 
spade,  and  not  go  rampaging  about  toiling  without  i 
method  and  getting  a  mangled  and  consequently 
useless  worm  about  every  five  minutes.  Lug  lie  at 
different  depths  according  to  the  subsoil,  and 
sometimes  a  second  spadeful  has  to  be  taken  out, 
but  as  a  rule  one,  provided  it  is  a  full  one,  will  be 
found  sufficient. 

Lug  should  be  well  washed  when  the  dig  is  over, 
and  every  wounded  one  taken  away.    The  sound 
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ones  should  be  kept  in  a  rusty  tin  dish  with  many 
very  small  holes  made  in  the  bottom  for  the  fluid 
the  lugs  exude  to  pass  away.  To  keep  them  in  it 
ia  fatal.  The  bigger  the  dish  the  better.  Lug 
should  lie  flat  close  together,  not  piled  on  top 
of  each  other.  The  tin  should  be  kept  in  a  cool 
and  dark  place  and  covered  with  a  cloth  damped 
in  sea  water.  On  no  account  should  a  zinc  or 
neiv  tin  dish  be  used,  the  worms  will  die  in 
half-an-hour.  The  sea  water  sets  up,  in  these 
cases,  a  chemical  action  which  poisons  the 
worms. 

Eag  worms  are  found  in  the  mud  of  harbours 
and  tidal  rivers.  There  is  nothing  to  be  said  about 
getting  them.  If  they  exist  at  all  you  simply  dig 
them  up  like  garden  worms.  They  should  be  kept 
in  a  wooden  box  with  a  lid  ;  it  should  be  well  soaked 
with  sea  water,  but  none  left  in  it.  Plenty  of 
green  silk  weed  is  all  that  is  necessary.  If  the 
rag  can  be  given  a  drink  once  a  day  so  much 
the  better,  but  they  must  not  remain  more 
than  a  minute  in  the  water.  Never  mix  lug  and 
rag. 

There  is  a  white  sand  worm  to  be  found  by 
digging  about  half-way  down  at  low  water :  it 
resembles  a  small  earth  worm  and  is  very  firm  and 
solid.  I  do  not  know  the  English  name ;  the 
French  name  is  "  chatte,"  They  are  first-class 
bait,  keeping  firmly  on  the  hook  as  long  as  the  fish 
allow.  For  bass  and  pollack  in  a  tideway  they 
are  perfect  and  far  superior  to  rag.  They  must 
be  kept  in  a  jampot  full  of  sea  water,  changed 
daily,  and  if  in  a  cool  dark  place  will  live  for  a 
week. 

A  nice  pink  worm  like  a  very  fleshy  rag,  only 
armed  with  a  formidable  pair  of  nippers,  is  often  to 
be  found  in  the  cracks  of  any  fairly  soft  rocks  that 
the  tide  may  leave  exposed.  These  fellows  must 
be  got  out  with  a  pick,  by  splitting  up  the  rocks, 
and  are  often  to  be  found  when  the  absence  of  sand 
or  mud  leads  the  fisherman  to  despair  of  worms  of 
any  kind.  In  fact  I  have  often  found  there  good 
worms  when  the  local  people  had  never  up  till  then 
dreamed  of  any  sea  worms  of  any  sort  being  avail- 
able Ln  their  neighbourhood.  Failing  a  pick,  a  cold- 
chisel  and  a  hammer  will  do  at  a  pinch. 

Few  fish  can  resist  live  prawns,  yet  it  is 
astonishing  how  little  used  is  this  generally  easily 
to  be  procured  bait.  The  big  edible  ones  are  not 
necessary  ;  the  little  fellows  that  are  nearly  always 
to  be  foimd  hiding  under  stones  and  amongst  the 
sea-weed  fringing  the  shallow  pools  left  by  the 
receding  tide  are  quite  good  enough.  A  small  net, 
such  as  children  amuse  themselves  with,  is  all 
that  is  needed  to  catch  them.  If  by  any  chance 
you  should  find  yourself  baitless  and  netless,  put 
your  hand  into  a  pool  and  keep  it  still.  Presently  the 
little  prawns  will  venture  out  of  cover  and  proceed 
to  cautiously  investigate  the  big  piece  of  flesh  that 
Eeems  spread  out  so  conveniently  for  their  delecta- 
tion. Naturally,  they  push  out  the  long  waving 
feelers  Nature  has  provided  them  with  as  protectors, 
and  before  long  you  will  find  one  of  these  fine  yet 
strong  arrangements  between  your  outstretched 
fingers.  Gently  close  the  trap  and  withdraw  your 
hand,  and  the  prawn  will  allow  himself  to  be  led 
unresisting  to  the  surface,  when,  if  your  grip  of 
his  feeler  be  firm,  out  he  must  come,  kicking 
violently  at  its  end.  In  this  primitive  manner  you 
can  empty  a  small  pool  in  a  very  short  time.  It 
is,  of  course,  slow,  but  the  object  of  this  paper  is 
to  give  my  brother  fishermen  all  the  bait-getting 
dodges  I  know  of.  Prawns  should  be  kept  in  wet 
sea-weed  in  a  basket,  and  not  crowded  up.  In  this 
way  they  will  live  some  hours  if  the  weather  be 
decently  cool,  but  if  very  hot  they  die  quickly. 

The  razor- shell  fish,  called  very  appropriately 
"  knife  handles  "  by  the  French,  is  a  very  favourite 
bait  of  mine,  and  easily  procured,  yet  very  little 
used  according  to  my  experience.  If  when  walking 
on  sand  at  low  tide  you  have  ever  noticed  a  little 
squirt  of  water  fly  up  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
your  fairy  foot,  as  you  lightly  bring  it  down  like  a 
ton  of  bricks,  you  may  know  that  you  have  pro- 
duced an  earth,  or  rather  a  sand,  quake  around  the 
home  of  a  "  knife  handle."  The  little  geyser  you 
have  seen  is  caused  by  the  fish  as  he  retreats 
hnrriedly  into  his  home — for  he  has  been  out  in  the 
garden — shutting  the  door  with  a  bang,  and  thus 
squirting  out  the  water  that  has  accumulated  in 
the  parlour,  in  a  sudden  rush  up  the  kitchen 
chimney.  If  you  look  you  will  see  the  top  of  this 
chimney,  a  tiny  little  clean-cut  hole,  and  you  may 
know  that  the  fish,  after  his  fright  is  over,  v/iil 
open  hia  door  again,  and  that  this  chimney  will 
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lead  straight  down  into  it.  How  then  shall  we  get 
at  the  creature  ?  There  are  two  methods  usually 
employed — one  by  digging,  a  slow  and  laborious 
way,  the  other  by  hooking  him  out.  For  this 
purpose  you  must  procure  the  long  rib  of  an  old 
umbrella.  Heat  one  end  of  it  and  flatten  out 
about  an  inch.  In  this  thin  end  file  out  a  sharp 
barbed  point. 

If  you  push  this  banderilla  down  the  chimney 
you  stick  it  into  your  prey  at  the  bottom,  and  can 
then  draw  him  out.  But  there  is  a  simpler  method 
still  of  capturing  "  knife  handles,"  and  one  that  I 
always  use.  Buy  a  little  rock  salt  and  drop  some 
down  the  chimney.  In  a  moment  or  two  the 
creature  will  come  up  of  his  own  accord  and  push 
his  head  out  at  the  top.  Your  fingers,  or  better 
still  a  tablefork,  does  the  rest.  Simple,  isn't  it  ? 
I  cannot  tell  you  why  a  fish  that  lives  in  the  sea 
sand  does  not  like  salt  on  his  head,  but  it  is  a  fact, 
and  it  saves  the  fisherman  a  lot  of  trouble.  Every 
hole  you  see  need  not  have  a  tenant,  but  you  have 
but  to  stamp  about  and  operate  on  those  from 
which  issues  the  telltale  squirt.  You  save  time 
and  salt  in  this  way. 

Soft  crab  is  a  good  bait,  especially  for  bass,  but 
it  is  not  so  easy  to  obtain.  I  have  noticed  that 
many  writers  talk  of  this  bait  in  very  airy  fashion, 
such  as  "  Can  easily  be  found  by  looking  under 
stones,  old  pieces  of  drain  pipe,  etc.,  in  harbours," 
or,  "  A  boy  will,  for  a  few  pence,  get  you  a  hatful 
of  this  bait,"  etc.  I  beg  to  differ.  I  think  it  one 
of  the  hardest  baits  to  get,  either  in  harbour  or 
along  shore,  and  I  have  never  met  that  boy  either. 
So  I'll  leave  it  at  that.  You  know  where  to  look 
for  it,  and  I  wish  you  all  success. 

Tiny  little  hard  crabs  about  the  size  of  a  sixpence 
are  not  to  be  despised.  Wrasse  are  amazingly  fond 
of  them,  and  bass  and  pollack  also.  The  French 
rock  fishers  use  them  most  successfully ;  they  are 
put  on  claws  and  all,  but  I  do  not  remember  ever 
having  seen  them  used  at  home.  I  Ineed  hardly 
say  that  they  are  easily  found  in  harbours  and  on 
rocks. 

Hermit  crabs  are  got  in  shallow  circular  nets 
baited  with  fish  offal  and  let  down  into  the  water 
off  piers,  jetties,  etc.  These  crabs  live  in  old  whelk 
shells,  and  strange  to  say  seldom  alone.  Nine  out 
of  ten  times  curled  up  in  the  very  tip  of  the  shells 
when  you  smash  them,  as  you  must  do  to  get  at  their 
inhabitants,  you  will  find  a  fat  pink  worm,  like  a 
rag  worm.  It  may  be  one  for  aught  I  know. 
How  it  got  there  and  how  it  lives  are  problems  to 
me.  The  soft  body  of  the  crab  fills  up  the  shell  to 
within  a  twist  or  two  of  the  top,  and  I  do  not  think 
it  would  ba  possible  for  the  worm  to  squeeze  down 
over  the  crab,  the  latter  would  never  allow  that 
surely.  Nor  do  I  think  the  crabs  suffer  in  any  way, 
their  bodies  show  no  signs  of  being  fed  upon.  I 
leave  it  to  wiser  heads  than  mine  to  explain,  and 
content  myself  with  saying  that  the  crab  and  his 
lodger  are  both  good  baits. 

Whelks  and  cockles  are  not  bad  baits,  but  being 
articles  of  food  their  whereabouts  is  always  well 
known  it  they  exist  near  your  fishing  station,  and 
you  can  always  buy  them  in  season,  and  limpets 
will  do  at  a  pinch.  Wrasse  and  pouting  take 
them,  and  the  latter  will  also  take  boiled  shrimps 
from  piers,  etc.,  where  children  and  trippers  use 
them,  but  I  think  it  an  acquired  taste.  I  have 
found  cooked  shrimps  useless  in  places  where  the 
fish  were  not  fed  upon  them.  And  now  I  think 
that  with  this  choice  of  baits,  not  to  mention 
mussels,  which  if  they  are  to  be  got  at  all  are  to 
be  got  without  difficulty,  nobody  ought  to  despair 
when  lug  or  rag  worm  is  unobtainable  or  the  bait 
boys  lazy.  The  real  fisherman  will  try  to  get  the 
worms  himself,  or  failing  them  something  nearly 
as  good.  When  the  tide  covers  the  worming 
grounds  there  will  be  still  pools  higher  up  where 
little  prawns  are  to  be  got,  and  a  live  prawn 
lightly  hooked  through  the  tail  on  a  fine  wire  hook 
and  allowed  to  travel  where  he  will  is  one  of  the 
most  deadly  baits  I  know. 

A  last  word.  Failing  everything  else,  try 
common  earth  worms.  I  have  caught  good  sea 
fish  on  them.  "  Oyster." 


Lyra  Piscatokia  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fisliermen.  By  Cotswold  Isys,  M.A.,  Author  of  '*  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Flshin«,"  etc.  The  Field  says  :  "Cotswold  lays  has 
writttMi  some  of  the  sweetest  anKling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'Lyra  Pisoatoria'  is  a  delightful  volume."  The  AmaUur  jin</ler 
Bays  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco  '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King-street,  Covent-gardcn,  %t  the 
reduced  price  of  2?.  64. 


SECRETARY  OF  THE  THORNEY  WEIR 
FISHING  CLUB. 


All  the  members  of  the  Thomey  Weir  Fishing 
Club  will  receive  with  sincere  regret  the  news  of 
Mr.  H.  A.  T.  Moroney's  resignation.  He  has  held 
his  position  as  resident  secretary  at  the  club 
house,  West  Drayton,  for  the  past  two  years,  and 
during  that  period  we  have  become  so  accustomed 
to  his  cheerful  companionship  when  visiting  the  club 
that  we  will  now  greatly  miss  his  keen  Irish  humour 
and  his  many  small  acts  of  courtesy  and  fore- 
thought ;  and  I  am  penning  this  note  simply  from 
a  desire  to  place  on  record  my,  and  I  may  safely 
say  "  our,"  appreciation  of  his  services.  Our 
list  of  members  has  been  steadily  lengtheaed, 
and  this  increase  I  attribute  to  Mr.  Moroney's 
perfect  tact  and  his  never-failing  good  nature. 
A  club  secretary's  duties  require  a  man  of 
ability  to  carry  them  out  successfully  and,  above 
all,  he  must  be  a  diplomat,  for  it  is  impossible  to 
satisfy  everyone,  especially  in  a  fishing  club  where 
all  the  conflicting  theories  of  many  individuals  on 
angling  matters  have  to  be  carefully  dealt  with. 

Mr.  Moroney  leaves  West  Drayton  at  the  end  of 
October  to,  I  believe,  apply  his  unquestionable 
abilities  to  the  work  of  a  large  London  club.  He  is 
a  young  man  and  his  life  lies  before  him,  and  if  the 
good  wishes  of  the  many  friends  he  is  leaving  can 
help  him  on  his  road  to  success,  then  surely  he 
will  become  most  prosperous. 

May  good  luck  attend  him  is  the  sincere  wish  of 

A  Member, 


TEOUT  FISHING  AB  OVO. 
By  James  Conway, 
Author  of  "  Forays  among  Salmon  and  Deer,"  etc. 

{Continued  from  page  216.) 
CHAPTER  II— continued. 

I  SHALL  not  allow  myself  to  dwell  upon  this 
excursion  so  long  as  I  fondly  would,  but  shall  only 
take  a  few  of  its  salient  points  and  leading  details. 
Those  were  days  when  as  yet  there  was  not  the 
elaborate  network  of  railways  which  now  exists  all 
over  the  country,  so  that  it  is  difi&cult  to  get  even 
out  of  hearing  of  the  snorts  of  the  "  iron  horse." 
We  travelled  by  rail  to  Sheffield,  and  there  from 
the  Tontine  Hotel  took  the  "  Wellington  "  coach 
for  Hathersage,  about  three  miles — my  first  intro- 
duction to  romantic  scenery.  The  attractions  of 
this  most  delightful  spot,  scenic  and  antiquarian, 
I  must  leave  my  friends  to  search  out  for  them- 
selves or  from  the  guide  books.  I  will  only  say 
that,  standing  as  it  does  on  a  rocky  slope  of  a  great 
ridge  of  hills  above  the  winding  Derwent  and  the 
beautiful  Hope  dale,  terminating  in  the  great  Mam 
Tor  and  other  heights,  I  can  only  compare  it— 
as  I  actually  did  in  after  years — to  the  very 
picturesque  town  of  Sion,  in  the  Valley  of  the 
Rhone,  in  Switzerland.  And  as  there  is  graven 
over  the  ancient  gateway  of  this  last-named  town 
the  scriptural  inscription  in  monkish  Latin,  "  The 
Lord  loveth  the  gates  of  Sion  more  than  all  the 
dwellings  of  Jacob,"  I  also  hold  that  Hathersage, 
with  its  exquisite  surroundings,  is  indeed  highly 
favoured  of  heaven. 

Here,  however,  I  had  a  bitter  disappointment.  On 
dismounting  from  the  coach,  I  foimd,  on  inspecting 
our  limited  amount  of  luggage,  that  my  fishing-rod 
had  disappeared.  Most  careful  search  was  made, 
but  it  was  nowhere  to  be  found.  My  father  at  once 
wrote  back  to  the  hotel  at  Sheffield  where  we  had 
stayed  the  previous  night,  although  we  were  quite 
certain  that  it  had  not  been  left  there.  It  must 
have  somehow  fallen  from  the  coach  or  been  stolen. 
The  guard  also,  who  was  entrusted  with  the  letter, 
promised  that  he  would  inquire  for  it  on  his  retin^i 
journey,  but  I  never  heard  of  it  again.  Of  course 
I  did  not  know  this  at  the  time,  and  resolved  to 
wait,  in  hope  of  its  turning  up  eventually.  I 
consoled  myself  with  the  good  lunch  which  we  had 
at  the  inn  shortly  after  arrival.  My  friend  and  I 
then  accompanied  my  father,  who  took  out  his  rod. 
We  passed  through  the  churchyard,  looked  at  the 
grand  old  church  with  its  ancient  monuments ; 
visited  the  13ft.  long  grave  of  Robin  Hood's  famous 
comrade.  Little  John ;  and  then,  for  a  couple  of 
horns,  my  father  tried  his  luck,  or  skill,  on  the 
Derwent,  with  the  result,  as  he  has  recorded,  of 
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three .]?race  of  trout,  none  of  any  great  size.  We 
then  walked  on  somo  six  miles  through  the  beautiful 
Hope  dale,  by  rich  meadows,  winding  river,  and 
wood-fringed  hills,  to  Castleton,  for  the  night. 
Arriving  early  at  our  snug  quarters  at  the  Castle 
Inn,  we  were  la  time  to  join  a  party  in  exploring 
the  famous  Peak  Cavern,  which  I  need  not  here 
describe,  as  I  did  that  evening  in  a  long  letter  sent 
home  to  my  favourite  sister.  After  tea  we  clinibel 
the  hill  to  the  ruins  of  the  old  castle  of  Peveril, 
with  which  I  was  already  familiar,  from  Sir  Walter 
Scott's  novel,  then  read  more  than  it  is  now.  This 
climb,  however,  I  only  mention  for  one  circum- 
stance, and  the  warning  which  it  may  yield  to  the 
young  and  thoughtless,  such  as  I  was  then.  As  we 
wended  our  way  up  the  steep  grassy  slope  towards 
the  ruins  at  tlie  top,  otlier  parties  followed  us  on 
the  same  errand.  There  were  boulders  lying  about, 
embedded  in  the  turf.  One  of  these,  without 
thinking  what  I  was  doing,  I  loo<'ened,  and  gave  it 
a  push  down  the  hillside.  It  went  bounding  along 
with  ever  increasing  velocity  ;  but  I  was  horrified, 
as  I  watched  it,  on  seeing  that  it  was  making 
straight  for  a  party  who  were  slowly  climbing  the 
hill  below  us.  Their  heads  were  down,  as  they 
laboriously  breasted  the  hill,  and  they  were  entirely 
unconscious  of  their  danger.  Once  having  set  the 
stone  in  motion,  I  was  powerless  to  stop  it.  If  it 
crashed  into  them,  the  effect  might  be  fatal.  The 
stone  went  bowling  along,  tekinpr  great  leaps  into 
the  air;  and,  to  my  intense  relief,  one  of  these 
leaps  carried  it  high  over  the  heads  of  the  party 
without  their  knowing  it.  It  then  fell  and  buried 
itself  in  a  hollow  below,  having  done  no  damage 
to  anyone.  I  was  thoroughly  ashamed  of  myfelf; 
and  seeing  my  state  of  feeling  my  father  did  not 
even  reprove  me  beyond  the  remark,  "  I  should 
think  you'll  never  do  that  sort  of  thing  again." 
Many  a  time  I  have  done  it  since,  but  then  there  was 
only  the  red-deer  of  the  hill,  or  the  startled  eagle 
of  the  crag,  or  the  fox  with  her  cubs  playing  by  the 
cairn  to  hear  it.  The  escape  was  providential,  and 
I  did  not  sleep  well  after  it.  May  it  be  a  warning 
to  others. 

The  next  morning,  after  an  early  brcakfas^t,  we 
walked  over  hill  and  dale  through  delightful  scenery 
to  Tideswell,  about  seven  miles,  and  then  on  to 
Bakewell,  in  all  about  fifteen  miles,  where  we  were 
to  stay  the  night.  There,  after  a  good  luncheon 
and  rest,  we  joined  a  party  for  Edensor,  to  visit 
Chatsworth,  and  inspect  the  wonders  of  that  unique 
ducal  residence.  These  I  do  not  here  dwell  upon  ; 
but  what  was  then  of  infinitely  moie  importance 
to  myself  as  we  were  strolling  back  through  the 
park,  along  the  river  Derwenfc,  we  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  water-bailiff  and  got  into  conversa- 
tion with  him,  inquiring  cf  him  about  fishing  in 
the  neighbourhood.  I  happened  to  mention  the 
loss  of  my  rod,  whereupon  he  said,  "  I  have  just 
the  rod  to  suit  you,  if  you  like  to  buy  it,  and  you 
shall  have  it  cheap."  I  said  to  my  father,  "  Let 
us  see  it.  I  can  pay  for  it  when  I  get  home  if  you 
-will  buy  it."  We  accompanied  the  bailiff  to  his 
cottage.  The  rod  was  a  little  beauty  of  three 
pieces,  all  of  hickory,  except  the  top,  which  was 
of  hickory  and  cane,  tipped  with  whalebone,  the 
whole  being  barely  nine  feet  long.  He  said,  as  he 
handed  it  to  me,  "  You  may  east  one  hundred 
yards  with  that,  and  it  will  nearly  bend  double." 
We  bought  it  for  8s.  That  rod,  I  may  here  add, 
though  I  did  not  always  use  it,  I  kept  for  many 
years;  and  eventually,  after  catching  over  sixty 
trout  with  it  on  one  morning  in  the  private  water 
of  another  duke,  I  presented  it  to  a  lady  friend 
who  admired  it.    I  hope  she  still  finds  it  useful. 

I  am  not  going  to  follow  in  detail  all  our  steps 
on  that  excursion.  After  passing  the  night  at 
Ijakewell,  and  enjoying  at  an  early  hour  the  baths, 
which  of  old  gave  the  place  its  name,  we  put  our 
rods  together  and  walked  to  the  river  Wye.  We 
spent  some  three  hours  in  fishing  the  distance  of 
about  two  miles,  to  Haddon  Hall.  There  was  a 
nice  bree/e  to  rul'lle  the  deeper  pools,  while  many 
a  dancing  runnel  looked  promising ;  but  it  was 
very  hot,  and  from  10  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  is  about  the 
worst  part  of  the  day,  and,  moreover,  there  had 
not  been  any  rain  for  some  days,  and  the  water 
was  '■•  too  fine."  I  find  from  the  i)aternal  diary 
for  I  had  not  yet  begun  a  piscatorial  "  log-book," 
80  interesting  in  after  yearj  to  refer  to  that  he 
caught  three  and  a  half  brace  of  trout,  from  a 
quarter  of  a  pound  to  rather  more  than  one  pound 
in  weight,  and  one  unexpected  grayling,  not  of 
course  tlien  in  season;  but  in  such  cases  "  all  is 
grist  that  comes  to  the  mill."    This  latter  fish  is 


well  called  the  umber,  which  would  seem  to  mean 
"shadowy,"  from  the  Latin  umbra.  It  is  less 
conspicuous  than  the  bright  trout.  It  generally 
lurks  in  the  deeper  water,  under  bank  or  rock,  and 
suddenly,  like  a  shadow,  darts  into  the  shallower 
water  to  take  a  fly.  A  further  note  adds  that  I 
did  "  fairly  well  for  the  first  time  of  using  the  new 
rod,"  catching  "  two  brace  of  nice  fish."  On  that 
occasion  we  had  the  river  to  ourselves.  It  has 
been  rarely  so  since,  there  being  more  frequently  a 
rod  at  almost  every  hundred  yards,  ruination  to  sport. 

Our  course  lay  through  rich  meadows,  where  the 
kine  were  standing  in  the  shallows  to  cool  them- 
selves (fit  subject  for  the  briish  of  a  Sidney  Cooper 
or  a  Paul  Potter),  while  the  fine  timber  afforded 
shade,  beneath  which  we  often  sought  grateful 
shelter  from  the  burning  sun.  At  length  we  found 
ourselves  beneath  the  stately  Haddon  Hall,  with 
its  embattled  towers  and  parapets  and  oriel  and 
other  windows,  embosomed  in  the  masses  of  thick 
and  spreading  foliage  of  its  many  trees  of  many 
kinds.  We  had  read  up  the  night  before  the 
romantic  records  of  Vernon  and  Manners — of  the 
boundless  Yule-tide  festivities;  the  payment  of 
Anthony  Higton  as  "  turnspit "  at  the  roaring 
kitchen  furnaces  ;  of  Thomas  Shaw  for  "  piping  " 
to  the  dance;  and  of  Richard  Blackwell  and 
Ottiwell  Bramwell,  "  dancers  "  ;  and  of  the  "  30 
beeves,  and  hundred  sheep,  and  ten  swine,"  pro- 
vided for  the  numerous  guests  of  all  ranks — and  we 
now  devoted  an  hour  to  the  examination  of  this 
most  interesting  old-time  residence,  which  in  many 
respects  has  not  its  like  in  England.  In  the  after- 
noon we  strolled  on,  through  lovely  pastoral 
scenery,  to  Rowsley,  taking  up  our  quarters  at  that 
beau-ideal,  ivy-clad,  mullion-windowed,  clustering- 
chimneyed  resort  of  anglers,  the  Peacock  Hostelry. 
Well  do  I  remember  that  quiet,  almost  ethereal, 
evening.  We  were  hungry,  more  so  than  had  been 
the  finny  objects  of  our  quest  during  the  day. 
Ample  justice  was  done  to  a  substantial  meal,  and 
we  then  sat  out  on  rustic  benches  for  a  while  dis- 
cussing the  day's  doings  and  the  morrow's  projects. 
"  Why  are  we  called  '  anglers  '  ?  "  was  the  question 
I  propounded,  and  why  indeed  ?  Although  the 
cynical  Dr.  Johnson  *  had  his  sneer  about  the  line 
"  with  a  worm  at  one  end  and  a  fool  at  the  other," 
he  evidently  had  no  acquaintance  with  fly  fishing. 
Angling,  so  called,  is  far  from  being  "angular." 
The  rod  has  a  graceful  bend,  the  sweep  of  the  line  at 
almost  every  cast  might  be  said  to  trace  out  "  the 
curve  of  beauty,"  the  reel  is  a  circle,  the  fish  in  out- 
line and  in  movement  is  gracefulness  itself  ;  the  only 
angle — and  that,  indeed,  an  "  acute"  one  in  double 
entendre — is  the  little  barb  which  lurks  behind  the 
pointed  apex  of  the  hook.  "  Why,  indeed."  In 
answer  to  my  query  the  paternal  wisdom  could 
only  reply :  "  At  least  the  term  has  the  authority 
of  age,  for  nearly  four  hundred  years  ago  Dame 
J uliana  Berners,  of  St.  Albans,  a  great  sporting  lady, 
wrote  a  book  on  the  art  of  '  Fysshynge  with  an 
Angle,'  but  as  to  your  question,  no  doubt,  as  your 
Horace  says,  '  Adliuc  sub  judice  lis  est,'  " 

Next  morning  we  fished  the  Derwent  on  to 
Darley  Dale,  a  repetition,  with  pleasing  variations, 
of  the  previous  day's  scenery,  the  water  widening 
into  sheets  at  Darley,  but  with  barely  a  repetition 
of  yesterday's  sport,  for  the  Rowsley  trout  belied 
their  good  name,  and  I  only  landed  a  brace  of 
small  ones,  and  my  sire  three.  After  rest,  with 
bread  and  cheese  on  the  hillside,  we  push  slowly 
on,  some  hours,  for  where 

O'er  distant  Matlock's  lofty  tor 
The  red  sun,  setting,  gleams, 
Just  as  the  parting  day's  last  ray 
Athwart  the  valley  streams. 

We  reach  the  old  Bath  Hotel  for  supper  after  a 
delicious  walk  through  a  series  of  charming  pro- 
spects unfolding  on  either  side.  Before  retiring  to 
rest  we  take  a  final  look  out ;  the  clouds  are 
gathering,  and  the  paternal  suggestion  is  that  a 
storm  is  brewing,  and  that  if  so,  instead  of  spending 
the  next  day  as  we  had  intended  at  Matlock,  we 
should  take  the  early  coach  to  Ashbourne  and 
w.'ilk  on  to  Ham  to  try  the  river  Dove.  We  leave 
it  to  him  to  decide  this  point  early  in  the  morning, 
and  my  companion  and  I  arrange  with  the  waiter 
that  we  will  in  the  morning  indulge  in,  what  is  to 
us  a  novelty,  a  swim  in  the  natural  tepid  tank, 
which  is  found  in  a  large  vault  below  the  hotel. 

*  As  I  have  often  pointed  out  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
it  was  a  Frenchman  and  not  Dr.  Johnson  who  wrote 
this  libel  on  angling.  Johnson  was  a  great  admirer  of 
Walton.— Ed. 


During  the  night  we  heard  the  welcome  splash 
of  heavy  rain.  Between  five  and  six  in  the  morn' 
ing  my  father  entered  our  bedroom,  and  said  that 
there  had  been  a  fairly  good  downpour,  and  that  if 
we  could  get  to  Dovedale  in  good  time  we  might  yet 
have  some  fair  sport.  We  were  not  long  in  making 
our  arrangements.  A  swim  in  the  bath  was  fol- 
lowed by  an  early  breakfast.  The  coach  left 
shortly  after,  taking  us  as  outside  passengers,  my 
rod  this  time  being  carefully  retained  in  my  own 
keeping.  The  distance  is  about  twelve  miles  by 
Cromford  and  the  old  town  of  Wirksworth,  and  so 
on.  A\'e  leave  behind  the  High  Tor  and  Abraham's 
Heights,  which  we  had  intended  to  scale,  and  pass 
by  verdant  mead  and  craggy  heights  and  hanging 
woods,  until  about  half-past  eleven  o'clock  we  see 
the  lofty  spire  of  Ashbourne  rising  in  our  front ; 
and  soon  we  escape  from  the  coach,  impatient  to 
be  on  our  way. 

At  Ashbourne,  as  I  learnt  on  later  visits — for  a 
dear  college  friend  at  one  time  sojourned  there — 
nmch  of  interest  is  to  be  seen,  besides  the  lofty- 
spired  church.  But  ■we  could  not  loiter  that 
morning,  and  partly  by  woody  road,  partly  by 
short  cuts  through  fields,  we  pass  by  Mappleton 
and  Oakover,  held  by  the  family  "  of  that  ilk," 
with  the  music  of  a  stream  wending  under  trees  to 
our  left,  and  the  lofty,  down-like  mass  of  Thorpe- 
cloud  before  us,  we  reach  Ham,  the  quondam  haunt 
of  old  Izaak  Walton  and  his  friend  Charles  Cotton  - 
Arcades  ambo !  Here  the  smaller  river,  Manifold — • 
name  how  characteristic  of  every  good  trout  stream, 
"  to  one  "  form  "  constant  never  " — after  having 
taken  a  dive  under  ground,  and  then  emerging 
from  its  subterranean  course,  flings  itself  into  the 
river  Dove's  embracing  bosom ;  and  the  two, 
henceforward  blended  in  one,  plunge  into  the  gorge 
of  Dovedale.  AVe  go  uj)  to|the  Izaak  Walton  *  to 
get  refreshment,  and  make  inquiry  and  arrange- 
ments for  an  afternoon  on  the  river.  And  here  I  may 
say  that,  throughout  these  notes,  I  make  no  men- 
tion of  the  steps  to  be  taken  in  order  to  obtain 
fishing.  These  vary  from  time  to  time,  a  river  in 
some  cases  being  free,  in  other  cases  to  be  fished 
by  ticket  from  the  hotel ;  in  special  cases  permis- 
sion, wisely  not  always  grant  3d,  can  only  be  hai 
by  letter  from  the  proprietor. 

(To  he  contirued.) 


THE  LAST  DAY  OP  THE  SEASON. 


The  last  opportunity  had  come ;  in  twenty-four 
hours  the  trout  season  of  1902  would  be  a  thing  of 
the  past,  and  that  permission  still  burnt  in  my 
pocket.  For  two  months  past  I  had  been  waiting 
patiently  for  the  rain  to  bring  the  much  required 
freshet,  but  now  upon  the  closing  day  it  seemed  as 
far  off  as  ever. 

Besides,  this  permission  was  one  not  to  be  lightly 
thrown  away,  for  did  it  not  include  the  well-stocked 
stretch  of  water  belonging  to  that  niggardly 
riparian  owner,  C — ,  from  whom  few  even  of  his 
personal  friends  had  been  known  to  obtain  leave  ? 
And  did  not  that  thought  alone  enhance  the 
capture  of  each  speckled  beauty  with  a  delicious- 
feeling  of  satisfaction  belonging  to  the  capture  of 
no  other  trout  in  the  world  ? 

The  morning  broke  raw  and  cold,  and  an  east 
wind  had  set  in  accompanied  by  a  drizzle,  so  that 
it  was  from  a  sense  of  duty,  rather  than  from  any 
anticipations  of  success,  that  I  rose  to  catch  the 
first  train  ;  probably  that  also  was  the  reason  why 
I  missed  it.  However,  I  must  admit  that  it  was 
with  no  very  poignant  sense  of  regret  that  I  settled 
myself  by  the  warm  fireside  of  a  waiting  room  to 
read  the  early  morning  paper,  with  the  ink  not  yet 
dry  upon  it.  In  about  a  couple  of  hours'  time, 
however,  I  stepped  upon  the  platform  of  the  little 
station  of  D— ,  and  having  given  up  my  ticket, 
passed  on  through  the  quiet  little  hamlet  itself, 
with  its  quaint  old  Norman  church  tower  and  a 
multiplicity  of  inns  crowding  round  it — a  recurrent 
association,  by  the  way,  which  compels  one  to 
think  that  there  surely  can  be  no  mortal  so  per- 
petually thirsty  as  a  bell-ringer  or  churchwarden. 

My  destination  was  a  certain  bridge  which 
spanned  the  river  a  mile  or  so  away,  where  I  could 
strike  the  lower  portion  of  the  water,  and  fish  up, 


*  The  "  Amateur  Angler  "  is  thinking  of  having  a 
few  more  "  Days  in  Dovedale,"  and  I  have  asked  him 
to  let  us  know  what  the  fishing  arrangements  are 
there  now. — En, 
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BURBERRYS 


WARM  WITHOUT  WEIGHT.   PROOF  WITHOUT  HEAT. 

It  Is  Impossible  to  speak  too  highly  of  the 
advantages  of  the  SLIP-ON,  Its  weather-proof 
qualities  are  Incontestable.    It  will  keep  out 
drenching  and  continuous  rain  without  adding  ^ 
the  slightest  unnatural  heat. 

May  be  worn  In  the  wildest  or  coldest  weather 
with  equal  comfort.  Formed  to  obviate  the 
possibility  of  any  tie  or  drag,  the  fitting  Is 
equally  good  with  or  without  undercoat. 

"  A  year  or  two  ago  you  supplied  me  with  a  Slip-on 
Gabardine,  the  most  perfect  and  most  waterproof 
shooting  and  fishing  coat  I  have  had." — 

B.  W.  GOTHAM,  Springfield,  Prescot. 

"  I  have  been  well  satisfied  with  the  coat,  and  have 
worn  it  in  jungle  through  the  heaviest  downpours  (and 
I  can  tell  you  it  does  rain  here)  without  getting  wet 
underneath  either  by  rain  or  perspiration." — 
C.  F.  S.  BAKEK, 

17/12/01  Man  Kulam,  Ceylon. 

"  The  day  turned  out  the  wettest  it  has  been  my  lot  to 
be  out  on.    I  remained  quite  dry." 

R.  H.  BENSOif,  Walton,  Wakefield. 


BURBERRYS, 


30  &  31,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON; 
AND  BASINGSTOKE. 


THE  "KINGFISHER"  S 


LINE. 


The  Field.-  . .  .  The  dressing  is  a  feature  of 
the  line.  It  appears  to  be  one  of  the  best  we  have 
ever  seen,  penetrating  right  into  the  centre,  and, 
while  being  soft  and  having  a  smooth  surface, 
has  something  of  that  steeliness  or  springiness 
which  is  desirable  in  a  salmon  line." 


Fishing  Gazette.—" ...  As  far  as  I  can  judge 
without  actually  using  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  Mr.  Malloch's  five  years Jof  experiments  have 
produced  a  most  perfect  line,  and  the  fact  that 
he  himself  is  satisfied  with  it — in  fact  'delighted' 
with  it — is  as  good  a  testimonial  as  any  line  could 
have.  His  reputation  as  one  of  the  best  salmon 
fishermen  of  this  or  any  day  is  unassailable." 


P.D.MALLOCH.PERfii; 


Manufacturer  of 
every  description  of 

FISHING  TACKLE 
suitable  for  all 
parts  of  the  World. 

[2] 
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a  matter  of  six  miles  or  so,  to  another  village, 
where  I  could  get  a  train  home.  The  course  of 
the  stream  lay  here  almost  parallel  with  that  of 
the  railway,  save  for  some  curious  twists  and  turns 
and  an  occasional  doubling  back,  as  though  it  were 
loth  to  leave  those  pleasant  upland  pastures, 
knowing  full  well  the  fate  that  awaited  it  lower 
down  the  valley,  when,  alas  1  it  would  grow 

Dank  and  foul,  dank  and  foul. 

By  the  smoky  town  in  its  murky  cowl, 

Foul  and  dank,  foul  and  dank. 

By  wharf  and  sewer  and  slimy  bank. 

Testimony  to  the  imusually  late  autumn  was 
borne  by  the  many  white  specks  that  dotted  the 
meadow  through  which  I  passed,  and  in  the 
distance  I  could  see  the  bent  form  of  a  busy 
villager  gathering  the  manna  of  the  field.  All  this 
and  much  more  I  had  leisure  to  observe,  and  so 
wanting  was  I  in  the  keenness  that  comes  of 
expected  success  that  discretion  induced  me  to 
take  a  somewhat  circuitous  route  in  order  to  avoid 
a  bull,  which  endeavoured  to  tempt  me  into  his 
domain  by  appearing  as  harmless  and  innocent  as 
his  mild-eyed  spouse ;  but  I  was  in  no  mood  to 
afford  him  the  entertainment  he  desired,  and  I 
thought  I  detected  something  of  resentful  dis- 
appointment in  the  last  look  he  gave  me. 

But  here  was  the  bridge  at  length,  and  accord- 
ingly I  proceeded  to  fix  up  the  little  eleven-foot 
greenheart,  which  from  some  six  or  seven  years  of 
hard  and  constant  use  had  grown  to  be  almost  a 
part  of  its  owner,  and  possessed  like  the  favourite 
of  old  its  coat  of  many  colours,  acquired  by 
annual  vamishings,  the  predominant  hue  at 
present  being  of  a  dull  olive. 

What  was  it  to  be,  fly  or  minnow  ?  I  took  out 
my  minnow  bottle  and  gave  the  now  gasping 
inhabitants  a  fresh  supj^ly  of  oxygen,  and  then  I 
carefully  scanned  the  surface  of  the  stream  for  any 
late  aquatic  insect  that  might  have  been  foolish 
enough  to  have  hatched  out  on  such  a  "  demmed 
demp,  impleasant "  morning,  but  not  a  fly  was  to 
be  seen.  However,  a  Snipe  and  Purple  and  a 
Cinnamon  were  always  more  or  less  likely  autumn 
lures  for  that  water ;  but  after  a  few  casts  I  was 
convinced  that  the  trout  were  evidently  disinclined 
for  surface  food,  for  three  or  four  likely  streams 
yielded  not  a  single  rise,  and  I  began  to  face  in 
earnest  the  possibility  of  a  blank  day.  There  was 
still  the  minnow  to  try,  but  in  water  at  the  lowest 
summer  level,  and  so  clear  that  every  stick  and 
stone  and  pebble  could  be  seen  a  dozen  yards 
away,  that  method  appeared  but  the  last  resource 
of  desperation. 

Brother  angles,  do  you  know  the  charm  of  cast- 
ing a  spinning  minnow  up-stream,  on  the  finest  of 
tackle,  in  clear,  rapidly-running  water  ?  The 
chalk  stream  purist  may  shrug  his  shoulders  in 
disdain  (and  I  suppose  one  should  always  and 
under  all  conditions  fish  fly — on  papt,.^ ,  but  let  such 
come  and  try  his  hand  at  this  other  method  on  one 
of  our  Yorkshire  streams,  where  everj'  trout  knows 
the  look  of  the  twirling  curiosity  so  well  that 
scarcely  one  angler  in  a  thousand  ever  perseveres 
to  perfect  his  hand  in  this  branch  of  angling,  so 
small  is  the  measure  of  success  that  attends  his 
first  efi'orts.  Personally,  I  have  fished  I  think 
almost  every  method  known  to  the  trout  fisher  in 
all  kinds  of  waters,  from  the  sluggish  streams  of 
our  southern  shires  to  the  tumbling  torrents  of  the 
North,  and  this  I  say — it  the  supreme  charm  of 
fishing  be  in  the  angling  for  fish  under  conditions 
the  most  delicate  and  diflicult  to  the  fisher  and  the 
most  advantageous  to  the  fish,  then  let  him  come 
down  to  one  of  our  Yorkshire  streams  and  try  his 
prentice  hand  with  the  silvery  minnow  in  the 
clearest,  swiftest  water  he  can  find,  and  let  him 
not  repine  if  at  the  end  of  the  day  his  creel  be 
light  and  his  limbs  heavy  with  the  result  of  his 
experience. 

Hav  ing  carefully  soaked  my  cast  I  followed  the 
river  up  by  the  side  of  a  long  deep  dub,  where  a 
dry  fly  may  be  fished  at  times  with  success,  till  I 
reached  the  top  where  the  stream  entered.  But 
now  there  was  need  of  care.  Stalk  right  up 
opposite  the  place  where  you  are  going  to  fish  and 
all  is  lost ;  down  the  bank  you  must  go  some 
twenty  yards  below,  hanging  on  to  clumps  of  grass 
or  anything  that  will  give  you  hold,  so  as  to  enter 
the  water  quietly,  and  then  bending  low  and  wading 
carefully  in  order  to  avoid  deep  holes,  at  length 
you  crouch  on  a  bed  of  smooth  shingle  and  sand. 

On  such  a  spot  I  then  stood,  deposited  by  the 
back  wash  of  many  a  fresh,  past  which  the  rough 


water  gurgled  and  sped  through  a  narrow  rocky 
channel  worn  in  the  limestone  grit  by  its  own 
ceaseless  friction  and  fretted  into  foam  by  the 
rough  boulders  that  impeded  its  course. 

Quickly  drawing  a  few  yards  of  line  off  the  reel, 
I  made  a  cast  right  across  but  slightly  up  stream, 
behind  a  slight  projection  of  the  opposite  bank, 
where  the  water  momentarily  lingered.  But  there 
had  need  to  be  no  mistake  as  to  distance  and 
direction  ;  half  a  dozen  inches  too  short  and  the 
"  tickle  "  place  would  be  missed,  the  same  distance 
too  far  and  I  should  be  fast  in  the  opposite  bank, 
when,  having  broken  my  tackle  or  with  difliculty 
waded  across,  I  might  as  well  go  on  to  the  next 
stream  for  all  the  fish  I  should  catch  there.  But 
fortunately  the  first  cast  was  straight  and  true,  and 
just  as  the  lure  lingered  for  a  second  in  the  quiet 
swirl  I  felt  a  sudden  check,  and  turning  the  point 
of  the  rod  down-stream  struck  gently  with  a  tight 
line,  and  bang  went  a  little  half-pound  beauty  into 
the  pool  below,  where  after  a  few  gymnastic  con- 
tortions— by  no  means  usually  unsuccessful — I 
drew  him  into  the  landing  net ;  then,  still  crouch- 
ing, I  slipped  back  to  the  bank,  examined  and 
killed  my  fish,  and  put  on  a  fresh  minnow.  Not  a 
bad  start,  thought  I.  But  the  dark  marks  on  his 
back  and  the  dulness  of  the  red  spots  clearly 
indicated  the  altering  condition  of  the  fish.  And 
now  I  well  knew  that  every  trout  for  at  least  a  few 
yards  in  front  of  me  had  become  aware  that  some- 
thing unusual  was  going  on,  and  my  only  chance 
was  just  at  the  head  of  tbe  rush  where  the  main 
flow  entered,  if  I  could  only  cast  so  far,  for  it  was 
just  the  place  where  a  solitary  trout  might  lie,  and 
probably  a  good  one,  whom  the  news  of  my  capture 
might  not  yet  have  reached.  The  cast  was  fifteen 
yards  if  it  were  an  inch,  but  as  the  minnow  fell 
just  free  of  the  stones  above,  and  came  down  with 
many  a  jerk  and  jump  and  revolution,  again  I  felt 
a  stoppage  and  a  gentle  swaying  of  the  rod  top, 
which  is  a  sure  sign  of  a  fish  who  means  business. 
Strike  !  "  Bah  I  I've  missed  him  !  "  For  the  line 
came  back  slackly  as  I  rapidly  gathered  it  in,  but 
at  my  very  feet  it  was  checked  by  a  strong  tug,  and 
then  I  became  aware  that  a  fine  fish  had  been 
hooked  at  first,  and  feeliug  the  hook  had  bolted 
down-stream.  Up  and  down,  backward  and  forward 
he  went ;  too  lazy  to  leap  he  tried  to  rub  his  nose 
against  the  boulders,  and  it  took  me  all  my  time 
to  keep  his  head  up,  but  soon  he  too  lay  beside  his 
companion,  a  good  pound  and  a  quarter,  and  I 
passed  on  to  the  next  stream  with  the  complacent 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  I  should  not  have  to 
face  a  blank  after  all. 

And  then  I  came  to  a  broad  and  shallow  flat 
where  the  weeds  lay  in  long  sinuous  streaks,  and 
where  I  spent  much  time  in  disengaging  my  tackle 
from  unnecessary  appendages ;  but  it  is  always 
worth  the  additional  trouble  to  fish  such  places,  for 
many  a  good  fish  may  lie  under  such  shelter,  and  a 
careful  draw  down  any  of  the  little  water  lanes 
may  prove  productive.  But  here  I  missed  two  nice 
fish,  and  didn't  even  grumble. 

And  so  I  went  on  from  stream  to  stream, 
crouching  here  and  creeping  there,  making  use  of 
every  boulder  and  grass  clump  from  behind 
which  to  cast  in  likely  places,  and  rarely 
without  success.  And  meanwhile  the  weather 
conditions  were  altering  —  the  drizzly  rain  had 
ceased,  and  the  air  was  certainly  getting  warmer, 
whilst  now  and  again  I  caught  a  glimpse  of 
the  merest  film  of  sunshine  through  the  clouds. 
A  rising  temperature  is  always  conducive  to  sjjort. 
But  when  the  sun  did  really  shine  out  for  half-an- 
hour  I  sat  down  for  lunch  and  a  pipe,  for  bright 
sunshine  is  the  last  straw  to  the  clear  water  minnow 
fisher. 

There  is  always  a  good  fish  lying  in  a  certain  hole 
below  a  certain  old  bridge,  known  as  C —  Bridge, 
where  gigantic  willows  arch  overhead,  making  a 
perpetual  shade,  and  where  one  of  the  main  feeders 
mingles  its  waters  with  the  river.  The  "  canny  " 
spot  is  just  under  the  bridge.  There  rests  many  a 
big  disused  stone  lying  where  it  had  been  cast  years 
and  years  ago  by  the  builders  of  the  bridge.  And  if 
your  nerve  is  good,  and  you  can  stand  with  the 
water  up  to  your  knees  on  the  edge  of  a  narrow 
projecting  ledge  of  rock  and  cast  right  up  under 
the  mossy  side  of  a  certain  big  black  boulder,  you 
will  not  be  disappointed.  Here  I  hooked  the  fish 
of  the  day,  and,  of  course,  lost  it — and  also  very 
nearly  my  balance  as  well — but  he  leapt  like  a 
mackerel  three  successive  times,  and  those  great 
yellow  bides  could  have  been  shown  by  nothing  under 
21b.  at  least.   It  ^vft8  now  four  o'clock,  and  t^e 


autumn  ev  ening  was  drawing  in  with  a  dampness 
and  stillness  that  portended  heavy  rain.  There 
was  still  an  hour's  fishing,  but  only  an  odd  fish 
could  be  tempted  now  and  again ;  and  the  strap  o{ 
my  creel  was  beginning  to  make  its  presence  felt, 
for  ten  brace  of  good  fish,  boots,  net,  and  tackle  all 
on  one  shoulder  will  keep  your  memory  green  for 
many  a  day  afterward. 

But  one  did  not  think  of  that  then,  as  one 
plodded  on,  pursuing  a  form  of  fishing  that  most 
nearly  approaches  perpetual  motion  of  anything  I 
know.  Just  on  dusk  I  startled  a  couple  of  brace 
of  mallards  that  had  settled  down  in  a  quiet 
stretch  of  the  river  for  the  night.  And  a  little 
way  farther  up  I  happened  on  a  rather  unusual 
experience. 

Casting  a  long  line  up  a  bit  of  quiet  water,  a 
fish  came  at  the  minnow  and  was  apparently 
missed ;  but  as  I  rapidly  gathered  in  the  slack 
line  I  became  aware  of  a  fine  fish  coming  dowQ 
towards  me  and  making  various  grabs  at  some- 
thing which  was  being  rapidly  carried  down 
stream,  and  which  I  soon  recognised  as  my 
minnow.  But  now  came  the  strange  part.  As  he 
seized  it  and  turned  up  stream  I  struck,  and  lo  I 
an  answering  splafh  came  from  some  distance 
hclow  me,  and  I  found  I  was  somehow  into  a 
miserable  little  quarter  of  a  pounder.  The  ex- 
planation was  simple  enough — the  smaller  fish  had 
seixed  my  bait  and  been  hooked  in  the  first 
instance,  then  as  he  bolted  down  stream,  unseen 
by  me,  he  disgorged  the  bait,  which  was  promptly 
seized  by  his  larger  partner.  One  was  almost 
tempted  to  moralise — "  To  him  that  hath  shall  be 
given."  The  lesser  loses  his  meal  and  his  life,  the 
greater  gains  both. 

And  now  darkness  began  to  fall  in  earnest,  and 
there  were  waders  to  be  pulled  off  and  a  couple  of 
miles  still  to  tramp  to  the  station ;  but  as  with 
light  heart  and  heavy  creel  I  trudged  along  the 
intervening  lanes,  the  conviction  forced  itself  upon 
me  that  a  fisherman  is  a  fool  to  prophesy,  and 
that  a  final  good  day  makes  up  for  much  of  a  bad 
season,  a  day  to  be  recalled  again  and  again  by  the 
quiet  fireside ;  and,  as  imagination  begins  to  take 
the  place  of  memory,  to  be  told  and  retold,  with 
many  embellishments  and  additions,  to  the 
initiated  in  that  language  which  to  all  the  laity 
is  but  a  mystic  tongue.       Threaded  Minnow. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 


Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  miist  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning, 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Qenkbal  Remabks. — The  river  is  still 
too  bright  for  successful  fishing,  and  the  rain  of 
Thursday  made  little  or  no  difference  to  the 
water.  The  lower  reaches  have  suffered  through  the 
lack  of  stream,  and  this,  I  understand,  is  partly 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  water  was  run  off 
above  Marlow  in  order  that  the  weir  or  lock 
might  be  repaired.  So  far  as  the  Teddington  and 
Kingston  reaches  are  concerned  sport  has  only 
been  obtainable  during  the  last  hour  or  two  of 
daylight,  and  then  some  good  roach  up  to  lib. 
each  have  been  caught.  Much  rain  is  badly  needed 
to  put  colour  and  stream  into  the  river,  and  to  carry 
away  the  autumn  leaves  which  are  now  well  in 
evidence.  Those  immense  steamers  the  Cardinal 
Wolsey  and  Queen  Elizabeth  have  stopped  run- 
ning to  Hampton  Court,  and  the  Oxford  boat 
goes  on  its  final  ti\$  to-day  (Saturday).  Other  launches 
are  aleo  being  taken  off  the  river,  so  that  anglers  may 
soon  anticipate  a  littJe  quietude.  I  am  requested  to 
state  that  the  Anchor  Fishing  Society  (Kingston)  hold 
a  supper  at  the  Druid's  Head  on  Oct.  15,  and  will 
hold  a  chub  competition  on  Oct.  19  and  20. — P.  H. 
Ami'Hlett. 

  (Henley). — The  water  is  still  very  low  and 

clear,  roach  are  still  oS  the  feed ;  only  a  few  of  these 
fish  have  been  caught,  the  last  half  hour  being  the 
best  time  for  them.  A  few  perch  have  come  to  the 
net,  and  some  fair  chub  have  been  landed.  Mr.  S. 
Maynard  took  eight  of  these  fish  with  me  on  Sept.  28, 
up  to  31b.,  and  I  took  five  of  the  above  while  piloted 
by  J.  Sargeant  on  Sept.  30,  the  best  brace  weighing 
61b.  No  barbel  have  been  caught  during  the  week ;  a 
good  rain  is  needed  before  anything  like  good  sport 
can  be  expected.— Stanley  Mead. 

 (Teddington).— Sport  has  improved  the  last 

few  days,  jack,  roach,  and  plenty  of  gudgeon,  but  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  the  wind  has  been  very 
rough.— W.  McBbide. 

 I  took  two  dozen  dace  with  fly  in  two  hours 

the  other  evening,  fishing  from  the  shingle,  and  with- 
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out  wading.  Of  course  the  tide  was  low.  Very  little 
]  oan  be  done  without  a  boat  under  other  conditions. 
'     Governor,  fished  wet,  did  best. — J.  P.  T. 

Aucholme  District. — Trout  fishing  closed  on 
Sept.  30.  It  has  not  been  a  very  good  season  owing 
to  general  lowness  of  water.  All  the  streams  are 
more  or  less  infested  b}'  herons,  which  get  many  more 
fiah  than  all  the  anglers  put  together.  The  sheep- 
j  washing  and  dipping,  too,  kill  very  large  numbers  of 
1  fry.  Coarse  fishing  is  still  good.  The  best  takes  I 
have  heard  of  were  about  250  rudd,  taken  by  two  rods 
in  two  days  from  a  pond.  They  were  mostly  caught 
with  gentles.  About  twelve  tench  and  five  golden 
tench  were  taken  at  the  same  time.  Bream  fishing 
on  the  Ancholme  continues  very  fair. — Thomas  Poed, 
Gaistor. 

Bottiaham  Locks  (Waterbeach).  —  As  to  the 

I  weather,  the  past  week,  to  the  delight  of  the  farmer, 
has  been  gloriously  fine,  with  strong  N.E.  winds, 
much  to  the  annoyance  of  the  angler,  when  only  small 
baskets  of  roach  were  secured.  Bast  takes  of  pike  are 
being  had  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Up  ware,  where 
the  waters  are  very  deep  ;  all  free  fishing.  Perch  have 

1    been  giving  best  sport  in  the  sheltered  spots  by  the 

I    locks  and  lodes.    At  the  time  of  writing  rain  much 

I    required.    River  in  good  trim  and  clean. — John  0. 

<    Geobge,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  season  for  trout  fishing 
on  the  Fowey  and  Camel  land  all  the  rivers  flowing 
into  the  Bristol  Channel  and  the  English  Channel 

'  from  Cornwall  ended  on  :Tuesday.  The  season  has 
been  without  doubt  above  the  average,  the  heavy  rains 
of  May  and  June  keeping  the  rivers  in  condition  right 
through  the  summer.  Probably  the  lowest  waters 
and  the  poorest  sport  have  been  experienced  during 
September,  but  trout  have  been  in  excellent  condition 
right  up  to  the  end.  Peal  fishing  is  poor.  Few  fresh 
fiah  are  running,  and  those  which  have  been  caught 
have  been  river  marked  and  poor.  Salmon  have  not 
shown  themselves  within  the  past  few  days,  the  cold 
winds  and  the  gradually  decreasing  water  keeping 
what  few  there  are  down. — Bodmix. 

Darenth. — The  season  now  closed  has  been  a  poor 
one,  but  would  have  been  much  worse  if  the  summer 
had  been  normal.  As  it  was,  in  spite  of  all  the  rain, 
the  river  was  nearly  always  very  low,  and  in  many 
places  almost  choked  with  rushes.  A  fair  number  of 
trout  were  taken  on  some  stretches,  and  a  good  many 
small  fish  remain  in  favoured  localities,  chiefly  trout 
that  were  put  in  as  yearlings  a  season  or  two  back. 
Personally,  I  cannot  complain  of  exceptionally  bad 
sport,  though  the  average  of  size  was  considerably  less 
than  usual,  and  consequently  a  large  proportion  of 
fish  had  to  be  returned.  It  was  much  the  same  on 
the  Lion  water,  though  two  or  three  very  good  fish 
were  had  there  in  the  JVIay  Fly  time. — J.  P.  T. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Torks).— The  river  (at  the 
time  of  writing,  Sept.  29)  is  lower  than  it  has  been 
during  the  whole  of  the  summer,  and  fishing  has  been 
in  abeyance  in  consequence.  Messrs.  Walker  and 
Perrin,  well  known  Malton  anglers,  have  been  fishing 
on  the  river  Swale  and  have  had  good  sport  with  pike 
and  perch,  &o.    Mr.  Perrin  caught  a  pike  of  191b.— H. 

Esk  (Whitby).— There  has  been  no  perceptible 
alteration  in  the  condition  of  this  river  during  the 
past  week,  the  water  having  remained  almost  stagnant, 
which  has  precluded  the  possibility  of  anglers  securing 
sport  on  the  higher  reaches.  In  the  tideway  a  fish  or 
two  have  been  grassed,  but  even  here  sport  is  dis- 
couraging. The  absence  of  sufficient  water  has  re- 
tarded the  passage  of  the  fish  over  the  weir  at  Ruswarp, 
and  in  consequence  a  large  number  have  been  turned 
over  by  the  keepers.  Sea  angling  has  had  but  few 
votaries  during  the  week,  owing  to  the  unfavourable 
conditions,  the  chief  of  which  has  been  a  heavy  sea. 
From  the  piers  and  quays  several  fair  baskets  of  mixed 
fish  have  been  captured,  and  the  prospect  is  somewhat 
improved  for  the  coming  week.  Large  numbers  of 
mackerel  have  been  landed  by  the  professional  fisher- 
men throughout  the  season.— J.  Jackson,  Whitby. 

j  Bza  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  north-easterly 
winds  prevailing  have  minimised  sport  in  spite  of  a 
bright  welcome  sunshine.  A  few  perch  and  roach  have 
been  caught  in  the  river,  but  the  pike  have  been  og. 
We  should,  however,  do  better  now,  as  with  October  the 
Esox  lucius  brigade  generally  go  systematically  to 
work  up  to  March,  and  I  hope  some  good  records  will 
be  noted.  A  few  tench  have  been  taken  with 
red  worm  in  the  canal,  and  some  perch  and  roaoh, 
but  only  of  ordinary  sizes;  one  of  our  anglers — Mr! 
Collins— has  been  fishing  the  Burlescombe  Canal, 
and  accounted  for  some  perch,  pike  and  roach,  one  of 
the  latter  fish  just  over  IJlb.  Prospects  are  not 
encouraging  for  the  next  few  days  unless  the  cold 
winds  leave  us  and  a  more  genial  climate  prevails. 
River  in  good  order  now  after  late  rainfall.  The  241b. 
pike  caught  by  Mr.  Jackman  is  now  in  a  handsome 
case  in  the  bar  at  the  Bristol  Inn,  I  hear,  and  is  a 
perfect  specimen  greatly  admired. — Red  Palmer. 

Pen  Olstrlot  (South  lainos  and  Camba).— 
Angling  in  the  Fen  district  is  by  no  means  what  it 
ought  to  be  at  this  time  of  the  year.  Several  reasons 
ooubtlesa  may  account  for  this.  One  reason,  a 
wet  lummer,   is   mostly   one   wanting   in  good 


sport,  and  the  present  is  evidently  one  of 
them.  Another  is  a  general  disinclination  on  the 
part  of  fish  for  food  in  the  shape  of  bait,  the 
water,  on  the  contrary,  containing  plenty  of  natural 
food.  Another  reason  is  the  want  of  weed  cutting  in 
all  the  waters  under  the  Black  Sluice  Commissioners. 
A  representation,  either  by  letter  or  deputation,  is 
proposed.  On  the  Forty-foot  things  will  not  improve 
till  the  weeds  die.  It  is  very  difficult  to  land  fish 
anywhere.  The  only  accounts  worth  mentioning  are 
from  near  Deeping,  where  the  Welland  is  the  chief 
water.  Here  pike  are  captured  up  to  81b.  or  91b.  At 
Outwell  the  fishing  is  said  to  be  very  poor  this  year, 
and  scarcely  worth  the  journey.  News  is  after  the 
same  fashion  at  Billingly. — Limpet. 

Ivel  (Big'g'leswade). — Water  very  bright  and  clear, 
and  needs  heavy  rains  to  freshen  and  colour  it  before 
much  can  be  done.  Still  a  few  nice  roach  have  been 
had — largest,  lib.  3oz.  Taken  altogether  it  has  been 
the  most  unsatisfactory  season  so  far  I  have  ever  known. 
I  might  mention  that  if  any  anglers  care  to  fish  the 
Navigation  waters  in  the  vicinity  of  Langford  Mill  a 
handy  punt  and  live  baits  can  be  had  by  applying  to 
Mr.  Woodcroft  at  the  mill.  From  personal  experience 
I  know  some  good  bream,  roach,  and  jack  are  to  be 
had  in  that  neighbourhood. — Kingfisheb. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  Lea  and  its  tributaries 
continua  very  low  and  clear,  and  sport  generally  has 
been  quiet.  The  roach  have  been  very  shy,  and  no 
good  baskets  are  recorded.  Perch  and  pike  have  been 
afiording  best  sport  in  the  Lea.  Several  nice  shows  of 
perch  have  been  had  at  Ponders  End,  Rye  House,  and 
St.  Margarets,  and  in  the  last-named  district  pike  up 
to  9Jlb.  have  been  captured.  The  preserved  water  at 
Fields  Weir,  near  Broxbourne,  has  yielded  some  nice 
perch  and  roach,  and  a  few  splendid  barbel.  Two 
barbel,  each  scaling  7|lb.,  have  fallen  to  the  rods  of 
Messrs.  Allen  and  Barry.  The  fish  were  in  the  pink 
of  condition.  The  perch  are  also  in  prime  order  now. 
Mr.  Davis  has  caught  some  pike  at  Broxbourne.  Dull 
sport  is  reported  from  the  Beane,  Bib,  and  Stort. — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

jMTigg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  running  in  capital  order  for  fishing,  and 
the  weather  has  been  suitable  for  rods  to  get  out,  with 
the  cold  nights  and  fine  days,  and  grayling  have  been 
more  on  the  feed  and  rising  well  at  the  fly.  Angling 
has  been  fairly  steady,  and  a  good  few  rods  out,  who 
have  used  the  Red  Tag,  Whirling  Blue,  Hare's  Ear, 
and  Blue  Gnat,  Silver  Blue,  Green  Insect,  and  Willow, 
and  some  very  nice  sized  fish  have  been  taken  and  the 
prospects  of  sport  are  good.    The  Pinsley  is  in  order. 

— Gwi'NNE. 

Lngr?,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

Rivers  continue  in  first-class  order,  and  grayling  are 
rising  pretty  freely.  Weather  has  been  more  settled 
during  the  past  week,  and  if  present  conditions  hold 
sport  may  with  confidence  be  anticipated  the  coming 
week.  Flies  as  mentioned  in  last  report.  Grasshopper 
(sink  and  draw)  fishing  now  good. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Bridge  Fair  held  in  the 
meadows  adjoining  the  river  is  responsible  no  doubt 
in  a  great  measure  for  the  lack  of  interest  taken  in 
angling  this  week.  Pike  fishing  has  been  indulged  in 
at  Waternewton  and  Orton,  but  no  great  sport  resulted, 
as  only  a  few  small  pike  have  been  taken,  the  largest 
I  have  heard  of  being  about  41b.,  caught  by  Mr.  Col- 
bourn,  Peterborough.  Weeds  were  responsible  for  the 
loss  of  a  good  sized  one,  while  being  landed,  by  Mr. 
Ream,  Peterborough,  one  of  our  most  ardent  pike 
fishermen. — E.  A.  S. 

Orwell. — Whiting  fishing  in  this  river  has  now 
commenced  in  earnest.  Every  day  for  the  past  week 
several  boats  have  been  out  and  good  catches  have 
been  reported.  I  had  my  first  turn  at  them  on 
Thursday,  Sept.  25,  when  with  two  other  members  of 
the  Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers  in  the  boat  we 
secured  just  over  five  score  of  whiting  and  dabs.  Mr. 
Will  Bantoft  and  friends  on  Saturday,  Sept.  27,  caught 
over  two  hundred.  A  great  number  of  boats  were 
scattered  over  the  river  on  Sept.  28,  and  many  more 
in  Harwich  Harbour.  The  weather  was  not  very 
favourable  for  sport,  a  strong  east  wind  was  blowing, 
and  the  absence  of  the  sun  made  things  very  cold  and 
uncomfortable  for  the  fisherman.  The  best  catch 
recorded  was  that  of  Messrs.  E.  J.  and  A.  H.  King,  who 
brought  in  seven  score  of  whiting,  dabs,  and  flounders, 
all  the  whiting  being  of  exceptionally  good  size. — H. 
C.  Westgate. 

Otter  (Bndleig'h  Saltertou).— The  trout  season 
ended  on  Sept.  30.  It  has  proved  the  worst  season 
ever  known  on  this  river.  It  has  been  remarked  that 
very  few  small  —that  is,  young — fish  have  been  taken. 
These  fry  are  generally  so  numerous  as  to  be  a  nui- 
sance, but  this  season  they  have  not  been  met  with, 
which  looks  as  though  the  fish  were  not  breeding  fast. 
It  is  a  pity  that  on  the  best  portions  of  the  river  the 
season  does  not  open  on  April  1  instead  of  March  1, 
which  is  too  early,  and  it  might  well  be  extended 
until  the  end  of  September  as  the  fish  are  in  splendid 
condition  up  to  that  date,  as  trout  caught  within  the 
last  few  days  have  proved. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry,  Hunts).- Water  in  real 
grand  condition — weeds  nicely  rotting  away.  Roach 


have  been  feeding  well  this  last  day  or  two,  and  no 
doubt  they  will  now  there  is  nothing  for  them  on 
the  weeds ;  a  pice  lot  of  big  perch  are  knocking  about 
just  here. — A.  Scabd. 

Plymouth. — All  the  fishing  is  over  on  the  Dart, 
Sept.  30  being  the  closing  day.  There  in  still  another 
month  for  fishing  in  the  Tavy  and  Plym  district. 
There  has  not  been  much  done  in  the  evenings  for  the 
last  week,  as  it  comes  in  cold  and  the  fish  will  not 
take ;  nevertheless,  there  are  still  plenty  left  in  the 
river  to  be  caught  in  the  day. — William  Heardeb. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  weather  still  continues  of  the  most 
magnificent  description,  and  we  are  now  having 
summer  in  place  of  autumn.  The  nights  are  rather 
frosty,  with  bright  sunshine  throughout  the  day,  and 
this  is  found  to  be  the  most  desirable  for  grayling 
fishing,  which  is  now  at  its  best  in  this  part. 
These  fish  are  very  numerous  now  in  the  vicinity 
of  Llanymynech,  and  good  catches  are  daily  reported. 
Coarse  fish  are  also  rather  too  abundant  and  aS  jrd 
good  sport  to  trollers  and  others.  Mr.  Buckley's 
otter  hounds  are  now  paying  us  a  visit,  and  are  having 
grand  sport,  and  their  master  declares  if  the  weather 
continues  of  an  open  character  the  hounds  shall  hunt 
all  through  the  winter,  and  thus,  again,  beat  the 
record. — Vyrn  w  y. 

Sussex  Rivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — Angling  has  somewhat  improved  in  the 
south.  A  few  nice  roach  and  dace  have  been  taken 
from  the  Ouse  at  Lewes — roach  up  to  lib.  lOJoz.  At 
Hamsey  and  at  Barcombe  Mills  several  small  pike 
have  been  taken  by  spinning  and  live  baiting.  The 
Adur  is  fishing  better,  and  some  very  fair  bags  of  roach 
and  dace  have  been  taken.  Mr.  Doughty  secured  an 
exceptionally  fine  roach  for  the  Adur,  weighing 
lib.  13f  oz. ;  several  exceeding  lib.  have  been  captured 
recently.  Stocking  the  Adur  with  bream  a  few 
years  since  is  showing  results,  as  several  small 
bream  have  been  taken  lately  at  Steyning  and 
at  Henfield.  The  canal  at  Chichester  is  in  fair 
order.  A  few  pike  have  been  taken  from  the 
lower  reaches — the  heaviest  notified  weighed  6Jlb. 
The  heaviest  bream  I  heard  of  was  a  nice  fish  of 
2lb.  lOoz.,  taken  with  paste  below  Donnington.  The 
water  is  abounding  with  small  fry  of  all  descriptions. 
As  I  am  writing  a  friend  has  brought  in  a  perch  of 
3Jlb.,  taken  near  the  Ash  Tree  with  gentles.  Weather 
at  present  stormy,  with  every  appearance  of  a  gale. — 
G.  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Bevon). — During  the  floods  of  rain  last 
week  a  friend  of  mine  took  thirty  fine  trout  in  two 
and  a  half  hours.  The  rivers  have  been  over-fished, 
and  gentlemen  have  been  disgusted  to  find  so  many 
men  abusing  a  liberty  by  continually  day  by  day 
resorting  to  the  river  banks  to  catch  all  the  fish, 
either  with  worm,  minnow,  or  any  way,  and  it  is 
feared  the  rivers  will  not  be  free  another  year.  The 
river  is  good  for  salmon  and  peal  with  rod  and  line. 
Nets  have  been  off  for  some  days,  and  fish  are  on»the 
run.  Dace  are  plentiful,  and  are  giving  good  fun ; 
numbers  are  taken  with  the  maggot.  Bass  are  in  in 
numbers,  and  plenty  of  fishermen  are  out. — Rusty 
Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
in  good  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  and  a  nice  level. 
The  weather  has  been  fine  with  occasional  showers, 
but  in  every  way  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  and 
fair  sport  has  been  had.  The  fish  are  rising  well  during 
the  middle  of  the  day  at  the  fly,  and  the  flies  used  are 
Red  Tag,  Whirling  Blue,  Hare's  Ear,  Green  Insect, 
Willow,  Silver  Twisted  and  Blue,  and  Blue  Gnat. 
Bottom  fishers  have  been  fairly  brisk  with  worm 
and  maggot,  and  some  nice  diahes  of  grayling, 
roach,  and  dace  have  been  landed.  Pike  are  now 
on  the  feed,  and  fair  sport  had  with  live  bait.  In 
a  conversation  with  an  old  angler  as  to  the  trout  in 
this  part,  he  says  trout  are  more  scarce  than  usual, 
but  grayling  are  more  plentiful  and  larger  this  season, 
and  thinks  the  grayling  destroy  the  trout  spawn.  And 
no  doubt  with  them  and  the  swans  and  ducks  the 
spawn  is  destroyed  in  several  reaches  of  the  Teme. 
On  Monday  a  good  basket  of  grayling  were  landed 
with  the  Red  Tag  and  Hare's  Ear.  On  Tuesday  some 
very  nice  fish  were  landed  with  maggot.  The  prospects 
for  sport  are  now  good.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  in  good  order  for  fishing, 
and  sport  has  been  had  in  them. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  district  the  water  is 
running  clear  and  a  nice  height,  and  in  every  way 
suitable  for  grayling  fishing.  The  weather  has  been 
fine  with  frosty  nights  and  foggy  mornings,  and  the 
grayling  have  been  rising  well  during  the  day.  A  few 
showers  of  rain  have  been  had  but  have  not  altered  the 
water.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  visited  the 
river,  and  have  tried  fly  with  success,  and  some  very 
nice  grayling  have  been  landed,  and  sport  should  be 
good  next  week  if  the  weather  holds  fine. — Woecesteb. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 
The  waters  of  the  Witham,  between  Bardney  and 
Boston,  continue  to  be  thrashed  to  smiU  purpose. 
One  angler  got  about  101b.  of  roach  at  Chapel  Hill, 
but  this  seems  quite  an  exception.  Perch  have  gone 
fairly  well  after  brandling  worm,  and  from  drain  ends 
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fish  of  Jib.  to  lib.  eaoh  have  been  brought  in.  Pike 
also  have  furnished  but  poor  sport.  The  biggest  fish  are 
but  poor  apologies.  A  famous  reach  between  Fletcher's 
pumping  station  and  Billinghay  drain  end  has  produned 
nothing  weighty,  but  a  few  small  ones  up  to,  say,  51b. 
each.  Bream  are  still  to  be  captured,  but  require 
skill.  Sport  is  at  a  very  low  ebb  on  the  drains  about 
Boston.  Roach  were  never  more  plentiful  in  the 
water  at  Mount  Pleasant,  but  anglers  cannot  get  them 
out.  The  best  take  of  roach  this  year  has  not  reached 
161b.,  but  in  other  seasons  captures  of  301b.  are 
recorded ;  71b.  now  is  a  good  haul.  The  Hole  has 
yielded  pretty  well  at  Old  Leake,  but  the  fish  have 
been  very  small,  and  reports  from  other  places  are 
very  depressing. — Luci. 

Wye  (Fownhope). — On  Ithe  Pownhope  section  of 
the  Wye,  Mr.  J.  Paterson  caught  a  salmon  of  151b. 
with  a  1-0  "Topple,"  on  Sept.  30.    On  Oct.  1,  Mr.  J. 
Paterson  caught  a  salmon  of  161b.  with  a  1-0  "  Topple." 
P. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  weather 
and  the  water  have  been  very  favourable  for  fishing 
the  greater  part  of  the  past  week,  and  some  excellent 
baskets  have  been  obtained.  The  Wye,  which  is  well 
stocked  with  grayling,  has  afforded  good  sport,  several 
gentlemen  taking  four,  five,  and  six  brace  each. 
The  Derwent  at  Darley  Dale  have  yielded  better 
baskets,  one  gentleman  landing  fourteen  and  a 
half  braoe.  Mr.  C.  A.  Hassam,  on  this  water, 
on  Thursday,  Sept.  25,  took  six  brace,  and  on 
Friday,  five  brace.  This  same  gentleman,  on  Satur- 
day, fishing  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling 
Association's  water  below  Cromford,  took  ten  brace, 
and  five  brace  on  Monday.  Mr.  Newton,  too,  on  this 
water,  has  taken  several  brace  of  nice  fish  ;  also,  Mr. 
Cooper  has  obtained  similar  baskets.  Useful  flies : 
Apple  Green,  Needle  Fly,  Olive  Dun,  Red  Ant,  Red 
and  Grey  Quills,  Furnace  Fly,  and  Black  Gnat. — 

DOTTEBEL. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  XCidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorks). — Mr.  J.  Blades,  of  Hawes,  who  dresses  capital 
flies  for  the  Yore,  etc.,  called  on  me  on  Wednesday  and 
informed  me  that  he  killed  twenty-one  nice  grayling 
at  Askrigg,  on  Sept.  27  ;  he  fished  the  river  at  Danby 
on  Monday,  but  owing  to  a  falling  barometer  only 
succeeded  in  landing  nine.  His  favourite  flies  from 
now  up  to  the  close  of  the  season  are  Red  Palmer, 
Claret  Dun,  and  Purple  Dun.  Sport  at  Masham 
has  been  very  fair,  one  angler  getting  81b.  of 
grayling  by  swimming  the  maggot.  A  few  pike  have 
been  caught  in  the  deeps,  but  nothing  above  71b. 
in  weight.  The  Swale  and  its  tributaries  have  not 
fished  over  well ;  those  in  the  know  have,  however, 
caught  a  few  nice  trout  in  the  main  river,  and  the 
coarse  fish  in  the  lower  waters  have  been 
caught  in  fair  quantities  with  the  gentle  for 
bait.  The  weather  is  now  very  unsettled,  and 
we  may  expect  a  freshet ;  this  would  improve 
the  Wharfe,  which  is  very  low  at  the  time  of 
writing.  Sport  on  the  whole  has  not  been  good.  One 
or  two  decent  baskets  of  grayling  and  trout  have  been 
caught  with  fly  and  swimming  the  maggot.  The  best 
flies  have  been  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Red  Tag,  Blue 
Hawk,  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Carter  Piatt's  Copper,  and 
Snipe  Bloa.  At  Otley,  Harewood  and  Collingham 
very  few  rods  have  been  seen  out,  but  at  Wetherby 
and  Boston  Spa  matters  have  been  more  lively ; 
fair  sport  has  been  had  amongst  the  grayling  and 
dace,  the  Red  Palmer  tipped  with  a  maggot  doing 
execution ;  lower  down  the  river  at  Tadcaster  and 
Ulleskelf,  the  bottom  fishers  have  only  had  moderate 
sport  with  roach,  dace,  and  chub.  Several  anglers  from 
Leeds  have  preferred  to  fish  waters  nearer ;  during  the 
week  Roundhay  Park  lakes  have  been  visited  by  a  fair 
number  of  rods.  Very  fair  sport  has  been  met  with 
the  pike  and  perch  by  live  baiting  with  minnow. 
On  Monday  an  angler  had  good  sport,  securing  a 
specimen  perch  weighing  2|lb.  The  Nidd  remains 
very  low.  Sport  during  the  week  has  been  of  a 
meagre  character,  very  few  anglers  having  been 
out.  The  Rye,  Riccall,  Hodge,  and  Dove  have 
been  fishing  fairly  well  during  the  week.  All 
these  streams  have  been  running  in  nice  volume, 
but  have  now  run  down  low  and  clear  again. 
Two  or  three  good  pike  have  been  caught  recently,  one 
on  Thursday  by  W.  Andrews,  of  Bradford,  at  Friding- 
ham  Bridge,  near  Driffield,  weighing  191b. ;  it  measured 
IHJ  inches  in  girth,  and  was  44  inches  long.  The 
members  of  the  Woodhouse  Carr  Angling  Club  (Leeds) 
had  an  oil  match  at  Bishopsthorpe  on  the  Ouse. 
Thirty-five  members  fished.  Sport  on  the  whole  was 
only  moderate.  Mr.  Gunnee  took  the  let  prize  ;  2ad  to 
Mr.  T.Johnson;  3rd  Mr.  Boocock  ;  4th  Mr.  Richardson; 
5th,  Mr.  T.  Foxcroft,  president  of  the  Leeds  Amal- 
gamation of  Anglers.  There  were  big  catches  in  the 
final  competition  for  the  season  promoted  by  the  Yarm 
Angling  Association,  the  thirteen  competitors  getting 
611b.  of  fish  in  the  Tees  at  Stockburn  on  Saturday 
(Sept.  27).  Mr.  F.  Wilson  was  first  with  131b.  2Joz. ; 
G.  Ramsey  second,  with  91b.  2}oz.  ;  and  W.  Kitcbing 
third,  with  71b.  2oz.  Special  prizes  for  big  fish  were 
taken  by  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Willis.  The  York 
St.  Olave's  Angling  Association  fished  their  third 
match  on  Saturday  (Sept.  27)  at  Low  Catton.  Sport 


was  only  moderate,  the  best  fish  being  a  trout  of 
lib.  4Joz.  The  chief  prizes  went  to  Messrs.  D. 
Constable,  W.  Mercer  and  C.  Meroer,  and  on  the 
same  day  the  Britannia  Angling  Society  had  light 
catches  in  their  fourth  match  at  Newton-on-Ouse. 
The  annual  competition  of  teams  of  four  each 
from  clubs  connected  with  the  Sheffield  Anglers' 
Association,  for  the  challenge  cup  presented  by 
Messrs.  Haig,  took  place  on  Monday  (Sept.  29) 
in  the  river  Fossdyke,  at  Kirkstead.  There  were 
one  hundred  and  four  teams  of  four  entered. 
The  catches  during  the  three  hours  allowed  for 
fishing  were  far  from  heavy,  the  cup  being  won  by 
the  team  from  the  Light  Horseman  Club,  Penistone- 
road.  W.  Arnold's  honorary  team  of  Sheffied  was 
second,  and  the  first  prize  for  the  highest  individual 
weight  was  won  by  G.  Garnet  with  31b.  6oz.  I  got  a 
dozen  grand  grayling  in  the  Cover  on  Wednesday 
afternoon  with  the  Dark  Needle,  Red  Palmer,  Blue 
Hawk,  and  Little  Marrayat.  These  flies,  varied  with 
the  Red  Tag,  Green  Insect,  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  and 
Pale  Autumn  Dun,  will  kill  grayling  here,  there,  and 
everywhere. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  river  is  now  getting 
low  and  clear  and  somewhat  out  of  condition  for 
successful  angling.  Notwithstanding,  of  late  some 
fine  salmon  of  large  size  have  been  creeled.  On  the 
Forglen  water  Mr.  Russell  had  three  fish,  the  largest 
scaling  301b. ;  on  the  Netherdale  section  Mr.  DuS,  of 
Hatton,  had  two  fish,  and  Mr.  Fraser  one  of  201b.  On 
the  Eden  water  Miss  Paterson  had  a  fine  fish  on  the 
23rd  ult.,  and  on  the  24th  ult.  on  the  Inverichnie 
water,  Mr.  Thomson  had  one  of  121b. ;  on  the  Banff 
Fife  Arms  Hotel  portion  on  the  22nd  ult.,  Mr.  P. 
Williams,  London,  had  a  nice  fish  of  101b. ;  and  Mr. 
R.  B.  Blundell,  London,  one  of  8lb. ;  on  the  24th  ult. 
Mr.  Williams  landed  a  large  fish  of  291b. ;  and  on  the 
same  day  Mr.  Judge  Gye,  London,  had  one  of  121b. ; 
on  the  26th  Mr.  R.  B.  Blundell  landed  one  of  71b.— 
H.  W. 

Nortli-East  of  Scotland. — The  Dee  is  in  splendid 
trim,  and  fish  are  running  freely.  They  have  been 
doing  so  since  the  late  spate,  and  sport  is  now  a 
certainty  to  the  end  of  the  season.  Some  eighteen 
autumn  fish  were  creeled  on  Sept.  26  between  Ban- 
chory and  Aberdeen,  and  a  good  few  on  the  sections 
about  Kincardine  O'Neil.  The  Crathes  and  Durris 
waters  fished  best.  On  the  Cults  free  water  Mr.  Smith 
creeled  one  of  81b.,  while  two  others  were  got  on  the 
ticket  water.  On  the  Balmoral  waters  the  King's 
guests  are  having  fairly  good  sport,  while  H.R.H.  the 
Duchess  of  Fife  is  out  almost  daily  on  the  Mar  Lodge 
water.  On  the  Dee  tidal,  on  Thursday  last  (Sept.  25), 
Mr.  Banks,  after  an  exciting  run  of  over  thirty 
minutes,  landed  a  201b.  salmon  on  light  sea-trout 
tackle.  The  fly  was  a  small  double  of  the  Cinnamon 
order,  dressed  by  Maokay,  Bridge-street,  Aberdeen, 
and  which  has  proved  a  deadly  lure  all  over  the  north 
this  year.  Mr.  Robb,  artist  (London)  has  had  some 
good  baskets  of  sea-trout,  chiefly  to  the  same  lure.  On 
the  ticket  water,  Messrs.  Harper,  Milne,  Meff,  Robert- 
son, and  others  have  had  one  or  two  salmon  and 
fairly  good  baskets  of  sea-trout.  The  Don  is  in  fine 
trim,  and  a  good  few  fish  in  the  lower  pools, 
but  the  daily  mists  hanging  over  the  river  pre- 
clude the  possibility  of  good  sport.  On  the 
Grandholm  water  on  Friday  last  (Sept.  26),  Mr. 
F.  Ramsay,  Grandholm  Villa,  creeled  a  fine  fish 
of  271b.  Professor  Cash  had  two  on  his  beat,  and 
altogether  some  ten  fish  were  got  recently  between 
Kintore  and  the  waters  below.  Every  day  now  the 
prospects  are  increasing,  and  the  last  month  promises 
to  be  a  good  one.  The  Ythan  is  in  better  ply  this 
week  than  last.  The  sand-eel  is  the  favourite  lure  on 
the  lower  (tidal)  waters.  On  the  Methlick  water,  Mr. 
Forbes,  teacher,  Aberdeen,  creeled  a  fine  fish  of  81b. 
Some  good  sport  is  being  got  on  the  Deveron  in  the 
Cabrach  and  Huntly  districts. — G.  M. 

Soath  of  Scotland. — The  autumn  salmon  fishing 
in  the  Border  rivers  of  the  Solway  is  not  opening  at 
all  well,  and  the  past  week  has  been  a  most  disappoint- 
ing one.  The  small  rise  in  the  rivers  about  ten  days 
ago  caused  a  few  fish  to  take  the  rivers  and  ran  to  the 
middle  reaches.  These  salmon  appeared  to  be  those 
that  had  already  entered  the  rivers  and  were  lying 
in  the  lower  tidal  waters.  For  a  week  the  streams 
have  been  running  low,  almost  down  to  summer 
level.  If  all  the  reports  are  true,  the  Solway 
Firth  is  alive  with  salmon  waiting  to  get  sufficient 
water  to  induce  them  to  take  the  fresh  water.  Both 
the  Solway  fishermen  and  the  water-watchers  inform 
me  that  there  are  plenty  of  salmon  showing  in  the 


Gratlinq  FlSHlsa. — Anglers  requiring  reliable  tsckle  should 
apply  to  J.  K.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depftt,  Leeds.  He  has 
had  more  experience  of  grayling  fishing  than  anyone  in  the 
trade.  Send  Is.  Cd.  forcastof  flies  guaranteed  to  catch  grayling. 
Sample  dozen  best  flies,  23.  Miller's  crank  shanked  hooka  keep 
the  worm  in  imsition — Is.  per  dozen  on  16in.  of  best  drawn 
gut.  Special  value.  Pike  and  roach  tackle  of  the  best  quality 
at  lowest  prices.  AH  goods  of  rel'able  quality  only.  See  price 
lis' 8,  post  free,  before  buying. 


channel,  but  they  are  certainly  not  taking  the  rivers, 
and  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  likelihood  of  their  leaving 
■  the  Firth  until  a  proper  flood  comes.  No  doubt  odd  fish 
will  be  creeping  up  the  tidal  waters  next  week,  but  the 
main  run  of  fish  will  not  take  place  until  the  spates 
come.  In  the  Annan  autumn  salmon  rarely  take  this 
river  until  October,  and  the  Annan  is  undoubtedly  the 
very  latest  river  in  the  Solway  for  back-end  salmon. 
In  proof  of  this  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  Annan 
salmon  are  very  bright  silvery  fish,  small  at  the 
beginning  of  the  run,  and  they  increase  in  weight  as 
the  season  advances.  In  the  back-end,  even  as  late  as 
November,  it  is  a  rare  thing  to  see  a  red  fish  in  this 
river.  The  herling  arc  still  running,  and  a  number 
of  very  fine  ones  have  bsen  caught  about  dusk 
with  small  fly.  Little  silver  bodies  and  light  blue 
wings  have  been  killing  very  well  before  dark.  It  is, 
however,  of  little  use  during  the  day-time,  as  the 
herling  do  not  rise  at  all  well  to  any  fly.  After  dark 
they  drop  off  rising,  and  will  not  look  at  any  fly  offered 
Since  Monday  we  have  had  north-east  winds  blowing, 
and  a  high  and  steady  barometer  holds  out  little  or  no 
promise  of  any  immediate  fall  of  rain.  Should  rain 
come  this  week  it  would  not  be  welcomed  by  the 
farmers,  who  are  busy  gathering  in  their  crops. 
The  grain  should  be  all  safely  secured  by  the  end  of 
the  week — in  the  Solway  district  at  least.  The  follow- 
ing notes  apply  to  the  different  rivers  : — The  Annan. 
— There  is  no  show  of  salmon  yet  in  this  river,  and 
only  odd  fish  are  showing  in  the  tidal  pools.  The  Rev. 
John  C.  Hicks,  of  Yorkshire,  was  successful  in  killing 
a  handsome  little  salmon  of  81b.  in  the  Spittal  pool, 
above  Annan  Bridge.  It  was  taken  with  a  small 
Silver  Devon  Minnow.  On  Tuesday  evening,  before 
dark,  Mr.  D.  London  junr.  had  half  a  dozen 
splending  herling  in  the  Brewery  stream  with  small 
fly.  These  trout  were  all  fresh  run  from  the  Solway, 
and  he  lost  over  a  dozen  in  the  landing.  Mr.  Eric 
Nicholson  caught  four  on  Monday  night  with  the 
night  fly  in  the  Fish  House  flat  water,  and  Mr.  P. 
McGiverin  took  a  brace.  Very  few  anglers  are  giving 
their  attention  to  the  herling  now  that  they  have 
brought  out  their  salmon  rods  and  tackle.  An  odd 
salmon  or  two  were  seen  rising  to-day  (Wed.),  but  it 
is  almost  useless  attempting  to  fish  with  the 
smallest  salmon  fly  owing  to  the  pools  being  dead  low 
and  clear.  On  Thursday,  Sept.  25,  Mr.  W.  0.  Bell- 
Irving's  keeper  was  successful  in  killing  a  salmon  in 
the  Hagg  Pool  of  161b.  The  Nith. — This  river  is  very 
low  and  entirely  out  of  order  for  salmon  fishing. 
Nothing  has  been  done  in  any  of  the  different  reaches 
among  salmon  this  week.  A  few  odd  herling  are  being 
caught  in  the  evening.  In  the  mid-Nithsdale  reaches 
at  Thornhill  sport  is  very  disappointing,  and  angling 
is  at  a  standstill  in  the  Sanquhar  waters.  Thb 
Galloway  Rivers.  — ■  Angling  is  very  poor  on  all 
the  Stew  artry  .waters  this  week.  Autumn  salmon  are 
not  rurnin^  to  the  streams  on  account  of  the  low 
state  of  ttie  rivers.  A  flood  is  much  wanted  now. 
The  Ayrshire  Rivers. — Few  anglers  have  been  out 
during  the  week  ovrtng  to  unfavourable  winds.  On 
Loch  Doon  last  week  several  visitors  were  out  and 
had  a  few  trout.  Mr.  Smith,  of  Paisley,  caught 
eleven,  and  Mr.  Adam,  of  Glasgow,  had  a  few.  Little 
is  doing  on  the  rivers  in  this  district.  The  new  Act, 
which  prohibits  the  taking  of  yellow  trout,  comes  into 
force  on  Oct.  15.  Anglers  will  require  to  be  careful, 
and  return  all  brown  trout  to  the  waters  on  and  after 
that  date. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Anglers  have  had  but  poor 
sport  within  the  past  week,  among  whom  was  the 
Prince  of  Wales.  Since  he  arrived,  over  a  week  ago,  at 
Gordon  Castle,  Fochabers,  as  a  guest  of  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  and  Gordon,  he  has  been  daily  on  the 
water,  but  with,  it  is  said,  indifferent  results,  the 
river  being  meantime  too  clear.  On  Friday,  Sept.  26, 
several  seals  were  seen  in  the  river,  in  fact  one 
appeared  in  the  grilse  pool,  where  His  Royal  Highness 
was  fishing.  The  appearance  of  seals  at  this  season 
tells  greatly  against  angling,  as  the  fish  are  naturally 
frightened  out  of  the  pools. — J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
Since  the  net  fishing  terminated  on  the  Tweed,  rod 
fishers  have  scarcely  yet  made  a  start  so  far  as  the 
middle  and  upper  waters  are  concerned.  For  several 
days  towards  the  end  of  last  week  the  shallows  near 
Kelso  Bridge  were  in  constant  commotion,  as  large 
numbers  of  fish,  mostly  bull  trout,  doubtless  careered 
about  the  shallows  trying  to  find  a  way  upwards. 
These  are  now  plentiful  alike  in  T«yeed  and  Teviot, 
but,  as  a  rule,  they  do  not  afford  sport,  being  slow  to 
respond  to  any  kind  of  lure.  There  is  little  prospect 
of  sport  until  there  has  been  a  good  flood  to  cleanse 
the  rivers  and  allow  salmon  to  get  up.  In  the  lower 
reaches  the  river  is  said  to  swarm  with  salmon,  many  of 
them  of  large  size,  eager  to  get  up.  Some  sport  is 
being  had  in  Coldstream  district.  On  the  Lennel  water 
below  Coldstream  Bridge  Mr.  Howard  Pease  has  had 
two  grilse  of  51b.  and  71b.  At  the  Lees,  W.  Tait. 
fisherman,  had  a  151b.  salmon  on  Tuesday  last,  acid 
two  of  191b.  and  101b.  on  Wednesday.  At  Tweed 
Mill,  W.  Scott  had  one  salmon  of  231b.  on  Monday 
last  week.  On  the  Till  Captain  Fletcher  caught  a 
sea-trout  of  51b.    On  Floors  upper  water  last  week 
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Sir  Arthur  Lucas  had  one  salmon.  At  Sprouston  on 
Monday  Count  de  la  Chapelle  and  Messrs.  Larios 
caught  three  salmon,  and  at  Birgham,  on  the  same 
day,  Professor  Annandale  had  four.  On  Hendersyde, 
on  Sept.  26,  Mr.  T.  Pringle  had  two  salmon  of  121b. 
and  101b.  At  Kippilow  Reservoir,  Melrose,  Rev.  R. 
J.  Simpson,  of  the  Ractory,  Etal,  had  good  sport  with 
rainbow  trout.  He  caught  eleven,  which  weighed 
171b.,  the  two  largest  being  2Jlb.  each. — Maxwheel. 

Tyne  (North  and  Sonth)  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — This  week  better  reports  are  to  hand.  I 
hear  the  Till  contains  already  a  good  number  of  salmon 
and  bull  trout,  and  even  as  far  up  as  Kelso  numbers 
have  been  observed  heading  upwards.  Dr.  Rutherford, 
of  Newcastle,  fishing  on  the  slap,  landed  a  fine  grilse 
of  141b.  Some  remarkable  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
taken  in  the  Galashiels  district,  one  basket  of  twenty- 
three  trout  weighing  161b.,  and  at  Thorniler,  a  basket 
of  14Jlb.,  both  with  the  fly.  Another  good  basket  was 
taken,  including  two  trout  weighing  4 Jib.  A  few  light 
baskets  have  been  secured,  but  nothing  worth  recording, 
and  the  close  of  the  season  has  been  a  disappointment  to 
many.  Those  who  are  fond  of  swimming  for  coarse 
fish  will  find  plenty  of  sport  on  the  North  and  South 
Tyne.  Single  maggot  on  No.  1  fly-hook  has  proved  a 
Rood  lure  for  roach  and  dace  — Henry  A.  Mubton, 
Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Tynedale.— Fishing  is  not  brisk.  A  few  locals  and 
a  batch  of  dace  fishers  from  Newcastle  were  out  on 
Tyne  Green  Waters  on  Saturday  (Sept.  27),  but  catches 
were  of  a  meagre  description.  Captain  Henderson,  of 
Heatheridge,  got  three  nice  grilse  and  some  fine 
yellow  trout.  This  gentleman  informs  me  that  he 
found  the  Alexandra  very  deadly  during  the  closing 
days  of  the  trout  season.  Trouting  is  now  forbidden 
on  northern  rivers,  the  season  having  expired  on 
Tuesday.  An  important  item — which  is  worthy  of 
the  attention  of  all  interested  in  the  sport — is 
at  present  cropping  up  —  that  is,  the  restocking 
of  the  Tyne  with  trout.  So  far  it  is  merely 
hinted,  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  anything 
tangible  results.  In  my  humble  opinion  an  effort 
.to  check  the  enormous  spread  of  eels  would  also  not  be 
out  of  place.  I  saw  several  salmon  moving  in  a  pool 
hear  Corbridge  on  Monday.  An  Ovingham  salmon 
fisher  writes  me  :  "I  rose  two  good  fish  yesterday,  but 
have  not  yet  had  a  run  with  a  salmon  " — not  very  en- 
couraging as  the  writer  is  a  recognised  champion. 
There  is  yet  time  to  get  salmon  before  the  season 
closes,  but  a  three  days' flood  is  required  to  clear  the 
rivers  of  filth  before  there  can  ba  any  material  improve- 
_raent  in  angling. — Anthony  Hindmarch,  Fishing 
Tackle  Manufacturer,  8,  Priestpopple-street,  Hexham- 
on-Tyne. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballynahincli  Fishery  (co.  Oalway).— It  has 

been  favourable  weather  for  fishing  this  last  week,  with 
nice  cloudy  days,  and  a  fine  breeze  prevailed  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  week.  During  the  week  Mr. 
Harding  Cox  secured  two  summer  fish,  121b.,  '.)lh.  ;  two 
peal,  81b.,  7Jlb. ;  and  fifteen  sea-trout,  largest  of 
which  scaled  2Jlb.  Mr.  0.  E.  Part,  three  peal,  SJlb., 
7Jlb.,  5Jlb  ,  and  seven  sea-trout,  largest  of  which 
weighed  2Jlb.  Fishing  for  a  few  hours  on  Derryclare, 
on  Sept.  20,  Mr.  H.  A.  Ritchie  caught  six  sea-trout, 
four  of  which  weighed  111b.,  the  largest  scaling  over 
■  41b.  Total  for  week,  seven  salmon  (581b.)  and  twenty- 
eight  sea-trout. — Jim. 

Bandon  Biver  (co.  Cork).— Dr.  W.  H.  Fitz- 
maurice,  Dunmanway,  on  the  Manch  water,  had,  on 
Sept.  2-1,  four  salmon,  and  on  Sept.  25,  two  salmon. 
Mr.  Duke  had  two  salmon.-  -  W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Bann  and  Tributaries.— In  the  early  days  of  the 
past  week  the  Maine,  Moyola,  Ballinderry,  and  Black- 
water  were  in  flood,  but  the  discoloured  water  soon 
ran  off  and  gome  sport  was  had.  On  all  the  reaches  of 
the  Maine  a  few  salmon  and  lake  trout  were  caught. 
The  largest  Lough  Neagh  trout  that  has  been  recorded 
for  many  years  was  taken  in  one  of  the  so-called  pollen 
nets,  in  Antrim  Bay,  one  mile  from  the  mouth  of  the 
'Maine,  which  it  would  likely  have  ascended  for  spawn- 
ing purposes.  It  was  a  beautifully  proportioned  fish, 
and  scaled  351b.  The  Maine  stream  rose  18  inches, 
and  remained  discoloured  for  four  days  and  the  fly 
could  not  be  used.     More  recently  it   got  into 


order  and  a  few  fish  were  caught,  Mr.  F.  W.  Erlean 
took  two  grilse  71b.  and  81b.  on  the  Portglenone 
■stretch,  and  Mr.  J.  MoOorry  one  salmon,  91b.,  on  the 
Kilrea  reach,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson,  two  salmon,  91b. 
and  221b.,  and  throe  grilse,  Gib.,  71b.,  and  7J11).,  on 
the  Caronroe  section.  The  angling  season  closed  on 
the  Bann  and  all  its  tributaries  on  30th  ult.,  but  the 
Maine  and  Blackwatec  remain  open  till  31st  inst. — 
Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  season  closed  on  the 
Sixmile,  Clady,  Glenavy,  Crumlin,  etc.,  on  Sept.  30 
with  the  water  low,  the  weather  cold,  and  the  trout 
as  bright  as  a  shilling.  From  these  causes  few  fishers 
were  out  on  the  rivers,  which  close  a  month  too  eirly. 
On  the  same  day  Stoneyford  Dam  closed.  On  the 
closing  day  Mr.  M'Calf  rey  killed  a  brace  of  trout,  21b. 
and  lib.,  on  the  Mallard  and  Claret  Fly.  The  Wood- 
burn  Dams  remain  open  this  month,  but  till  the  rain 
comes  there  will  not  be  much  sport  to  record.  There 
are  lots  of  salmon  and  white  trout  lying  in  the  lower 
parts  of  the  Onoile  waiting  for  a  spate  to  run  up.  All 
the  streams  are  low  and  clear. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — Both  salmon  and  trout 
fishing  came  to  a  close  on  Oct.  1.  During  the  week, 
on  the  Ballyduff  water,  Commander  W.  Steward, 
R  N.,  landed  four  salmon,  81b.  to  101b.,  and  five  grilse, 
51b.  to  71b.  On  the  MocoUop  and  Ballynaroon  waters, 
Mr.  Gordon  Kenyon  had  nine  salmon  and  grilse, 
weighing  51b.  to  121b.— W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — The  season  closed  very 
poorly  on  the  Ballinderry.  It  was  an  indifferent  one 
all  through.  There  were  heaps  of  salmon  all  over 
the  river,  but  they  would  not  rise  to  the  standard 
patterns,  nor  to  the  old  local  favourites  of  half  a 
century's  reputation.  The  cold  summer  may  have 
been  a  fastor  in  this  change  of  front  on  the  part  of 
the  salmon.  The  trouting  season  was  also  below  the 
average.  Before  the  present  month  was  taken  off  it 
was  the  best  of  the  season.  There  is  not  much  to 
chronicle  from  the  Blackwater. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — The  Erne 
was  in  high  flood  during  the  early  part  of  the  past 
week,  but  the  water  came  into  nice  fishing  order 
towards  the  end,  and  the  following  are  the  particulars 
for  the  past  week  :  Mr.  Max  Moore  landed  four  salmon 
of  161b.,  131b.,  13ilb.,  and  71b. ;  Mr.  A.  A.  May  landed 
three  salmon  of  131b.,  lOJlb.,  and  91b. ;  Mr.  G.  W.  R. 
Brady  landed  three  salmon  of  91b.,  71b.,  and  6lb.  The 
angling  season  closed  on  the  Erne  on  the  30th  ult., 
and  there  has  not  been  such  a  great  stock  of  salmon 
seen  in  all  the  pools  of  the  river  for  many  years  past 
as  there  is  now  to  be  seen  at  the  close  of  this  season. 
— M.  RoGAN  &  Sons. 

Iioughs  Corrib  and  Mask  — The  following  anglers 
are  fishing  above  waters  fcom  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel, 
Clonbur,  and  are  having  excellent  sport :  Sir  Edmund 
and  Lady  Lechmere,  Captain  and  Mrs.  Parker,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Price,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Belle,  Mrs.  Lemarita,  and 
Messrs.  Chambers,  Taylor,  and  Jones. — J.  A.  J. 

Zaongrli  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
The  weather  has  been  very  bright  and  sultry,  aod 
sport  generally  speaking  has  been  backward.  On 
Lough  Carrane,  Colonel  Carruthers  and  Captain 
Newton  had  fair  or  average  sport  on  three  or  four 
days,  getting  six  or  seven  sea-trout  daily,  in  addition 
to  'some  nice  brown  trout.  Yesterday  (Monday) 
little  or  nothing  was  done,  and  to-day  the  prospects 
are  worse,  the  weather  having  got  hotter.  Sport  has 
been  fair  at  times  on  the  upper  lakes.  The  best  take 
recorded  on  those  waters  since  last  report  was  one  of 
seven  sea-trout  and  four  dozen  brown  trout,  had  on 
Sept.  25,  by  the  Rav.  J.  G.  Day  and  Mr.  H.  T.  O.  Day 
on  Cloonaghlin  lake.  Nothing  doing  at  present  on 
the  Inny,  which  is  again  very  low,  but  some  sport  has 
been  had  on  the  Cummeragh  at  sea-trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin. — Sport  was  poor  owiog  to  the  lake 
being  discoloured  by  the  heavy  rainfalls,  yet  soma 
nice  baskets  of  trout  were  taken  towards  the  end  of 
The  pist  week  and  the  early  days  of  the  present  week, 
the  following  were  the  most  successful  anglers:  — 
Mr.  A.  A.  May,  Mr.  A.  Moloney  and  friend,  Mr.  H. 
Kane,  and  Mr.  L.  Gillespie.  The  best  basket  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Gillespie,  and  contained  thirteen 
gillarooes  and  brown  trout,  weighing  9Jlb.  Mr.  C. 
Morrow  landed  a  trout  {Sabno  /«)(u)  of  4Jlb.,  on 
Sept.  27.  The  angling  season  closed  on  Lough  Melvin 
on  Sept.  .30.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Moume  (Newtownstewart,  co.  Tyrone).— The 
Mourne  wants  a  good  spate  to  wind  up  the  season,  the 
back-end  of  which  has,  in  a  measure,  compensated  for 
the  poor  summer  fishing.  At  present  the  river  is  full 
of  salmon  and  sea-trout.  Since  last  notes  the  follow- 
ing fish  were  killed.  Mr.  Jack  Lawrence,  four ; 
Captain  TurnbuU,  two;  Mr.  Charles  Mclvor,  four; 
Rev.  Mr.  Dick,  two  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Stack,  two ;  Mr.  D. 
Christie,  one ;  all  ranging  from  71b.  to  lOJlb.  A 
number  of  English  anglers  arrive  here  this  week.  The 
season  closes  on  Oct.  10.  Some  fish  have  also  been 
killed  on  the  Derg,  Finn,  Glenelly,  etc. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Iiougha  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — Some  nice  takes  of  sea-trout  were  got  on  the 
lower  pools  of  the  river,  largest  3Jlb.  Mr.  Stock  had 
five  jack,  weighing  91b.,  91b.,  171b,  221b.  and  251b., 
and  Mr.  Maoe  seven  jack,  weighing  81b.,  8Jlb.,  131b., 


13Jlb.,  191b.,  221b.  and  241b.    Rough  shooting  good. 
Mr.  Macfleot  caught  four  jack,  largest  111b.,  fifteen 
perch  and  two  trout. — Pat  Hbarnes. 
Shannon  and  Iiongh  Derg  (Killaloe). — After 

long  and  patient  waiting  it  has  commenced  to  rain 
to-day  (Tuesday),  and  should  it  continue  for  a  few  days 
sport  will  surely  be  good.  During  the  week  Mr.  P. 
C.  Henry,  of  Forthenry  House,  Killaloe,  and  Eubery- 
street,  London,  killed  on  his  preserves  two  salmon, 
181b.  and  9Jlb.,  and  four  grilse,  8Jlb.,  81b.,  71b.,  and 
61b.  Captain  John  Bayley,  Desborough  House,  got  on 
Lough  Derg  two  pike,  211b.  and  201b,  respectively. 
Several  English  parties  are  expected  this  week  for  the 
October  salmon  fishing.  It  is  all  a  question  of  water 
as  to  sport. — S,  J,  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— Sport  has  not  been 
good  for  some  time  past  owing  partly  to  low  water 
and  partly  to  the  fish  being  disinclined  to  take  any 
lure  offered  them.  With  a  rise  of  water — and  this 
seems  imminent,  as  there  are  indications  of  a  break 
in  the  fine  weather — sport  should  again  be  good. 
There  is  a  very  large  stock  of  salmon  in  the  river,  and 
we  hope  soon  to  see  anglers  making  up  for  the  dull 
days  that  have  past. — John  Enbight  and  Sons. 

Upper  Bann  (co.  Armagh). — The  trout-fishing 
season  terminated  on  Tuesday.  There  are  rumours 
that  one  or  two  salmon  have  been  seen  in  this  once 
fine  salmon  river,  but  the  news  is  too  good  to  be  true, 
owing  to  the  pollution  from  Banbridge,  Portadown, 
and  other  manufacturing  places  on  it. — J,  A.  B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — We  have  had  fine  summer  weather 
and  calm  sea?  during  the  past  week,  and  wind  off  the 
the  land,  north-east.  Last  Saturday  there  were  about 
twenty  boats  ofi  over  the  Black  Rock  and  Kemptown 
grounds.  Catches  are  chiefly  confined  to  whiting 
pout  and  flat  fish  (plaice,  dabs  and  flounders),  and 
weavers. — H. 

Crouch  (Burnham- on -Crouch).  —  There  were 
mare  anglers  out  in  boats  here  on  Sept.  23  than  I  have 
ever  seen  at  any  time  before,  and  very  heavy  takes  of 
fish  were  had.  It  was  a  very  boisterous  day  and 
uncomfortable  to  angle,  yet  the  fish  seemed  to  be  in  a 
feeding  humour.  Cipt.  Quint,  his  friend  and  self  in 
the  Volunteer,  piloted  by  Teddy  Brown,  cauglit  124 
whiting  and  five  eels  on  Sept.  25.  Three  ladies  in  the 
afternoon  of  Sept.  25  ciught  thirty-seven  whiting. 
On  Sept,  27  a  lady  and  gentleman  and  self  caught 
ninety-seven  good  fish.  This  week-end  the  tides  will 
be  wrong  for  angling,  but  from  the  9th  to  16th  will 
be  all  right. — J.  Wright. 

Deal. — Thursday,  Sept.  25.— Wind N.E.,  fine,  water 
smooth,  fair  sport  obtained.  26. — N.E.,  fine,  blue  sky, 
and  water  smooth  ;  grand  spsrt  all  round.  27. — N.E., 
fine,  fair  sport  in  the  evenmg ;  a  large  contingent  of 
angling  gentlemen  put  in  an  appearance.  28. — Wind 
N.N.E.,  fresh,  with  rather  high  sea,  and  a  few  foresail 
and  mizzen  punts  and  sally  punts  put  out  with 
anglers,  and,  considering  the  state  of  the  weather, 
soma  very  decent  takes  were  landed  by  those  who 
ventured  out.  29. — Strong  N.E.  wind,  with  high  sea, 
blue  sky,  and  sun  shining  brightly  ;  no  boats  out. 
30. — Strong  breeze  first  part  of  day,  N.E.,  dropping 
away  as  tide  ebbed  off,  and  one  boat  put  out,  and 
landed  with  about  a  score  of  mixtures.  Oct.  1.— Gale, 
N.E.,  with  high  sea,  water  very  thick.  When  this 
rough  weather  settles  down,  and  the  water  is  in  better 
condition,  1  anticipate  good  sport. — Edward  Hanger 
(Agent  B.S.A.S.),  Beach-street. 

Deal  (the  Pier).— Persistent  north-east  winds 
have  sadly  marred  all  fishing  for  the  last  five  days, 
though  a  few  good  individual  catches  have  to  be 
chronicled.  On  Friday  (Sept.  26)  a  few  very  fine 
codlings  came  to  baud,  and  in  the  afternoon  about 
two  dozen  large  whiting,  but  the  day's  catch  was 
anything  but  satisfactory.  Saturday  (Sept.  27)  wit- 
nessed but  little  improvement,  the  only  catches  of 
importance  being  two  nice  pollack,  the  largest,  scaling 
21b.,  falling  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  G.  R.  Clarke.  A 
few  local  anglers  did  well  with  codling  and 
whiting  on  tae  morning  of  Sept.  28,  but  our 
visiting  members  did  scarcely  anything.  Mr.  Cecil 
Hartridge  took  a  nice  2Jlb.  pollack,  the  only  one 
of  its  specie  taken  on  that  day.  Monday,  Sept.  29, 
opened  well  with  a  catch  of  twenty-eight  codlings 
upon  two  rods,  wielded  by  Mr.  Chapman  and  Mr. 
Newcombe,  and  throughout  the  day  matters  proved 
very  favourable.  Mr.  Reddell  had  the  good  fortune 
to  capture  a  31b.  pollack  while  bottom  fishing,  and 
three  codlings  of  over  31b,  each  were  included  in  the 
day's  take.  Tuesday,  Sept.  30,  proved  a  fairly  good 
fishing  day,  though  the  weather  was  very  stormy,  Mr. 
Theaker  making  a  good  bag  of  whiting,  and  M  r.  Simmons 
landing  several  nice  codlings.  Seven  nurse-dogs  were 
also  included  in  the  day's  catch,  also  two  small  congers 
and  an  edible  crab.  Despite  the  very  strong  wind 
which  prevailed  on  Wednesday  (Oct.  1),  the  Lower 
Deck  being  quite  submerged  at  high  water,  soma  good 
specimens  of  codling  came  to  hand,  Messrs.  Chapman 
and  Newcombe  again  totalling  twenty-eight,  and  Mr. 
Geo.  Bridge  capturing  a  shapely  little  cod  of  51b. 
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The  Upper  Deck  ia  now  available  for  fishing. — J. 
Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards.— Good  catches  have 
been  had  during  the  week.  Mr.  Simmonds,  with 
friend,  on  Sept.  29,  had  a  fine  lot  of  mixed  fish  from 
boat.  A  good  quantity  of  soles  have  been  taken  from 
Hastings  Pier  during  the  week,  Mr.  Tuck  proving  the 
most  successful  —  average  weight,  IJlb.  Fair  size 
codling  and  conger  have  been  taken  from  beach. 
Visitors  will  do  well  to  give  Hastings  Pier  a  trial. 
Easterly  wind,  wet  and  cold,  prospects  not  good  unless 
weather  moderates. — A. 

Flymontli. — Rod  fishers  have  had  good  sport  this 
past  week.  Several  large  fish  have  not  only  been 
hooked  but  lost  as  well,  carrying  away  the  gear 
with  them.  Some  very  fine  bass  have  been  taken ; 
also  the  mullet  have  been  well  on  the  feed.  Now  is 
the  time  for  smelt  fishers  to  look  to  their  gear,  which 
should  be  fine  and  strong — a  paternoster  with  from 
three  to  six,  or  even  eight,  hooks  is  the  best  method 
of  fishing  for  them.  One  can  get  several  dozens  of 
these  fish  in  a  very  short  time.  The  best  bait  is  a 
little  bit  of  mud  worm.  The  list  of  edible  fish  for  the 
month  include  plaice,  sole,  flounder,  dab,  halibut, 
turbot,  brill,  mary-sole,  mackerel,  dory,  surmullet, 
conger,  salmon,  wrasses  generally,  tub,  piper,  red 
gurnard,  whiting,  pollack,  cod,  haddock,  hake,  homelyn 
ray,  launce,  pilchard,  sprat,  herring,  twaite  shad, 
anchovy,  mullet,  atherine  (smelt),  and  all  shell  fish. — 
W.  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Itamsgate. — The  first  part  of  the  week  boat  fishing 
has  been  good,  codling  and  whiting  being  plentiful ; 
the  latter  have  not  improved  in  size  much  as  yet. 
The  Marina  and  piers  still  remain  very  unproductive. 
Since  Sept.  28  we  have  had  strong  north-easterly 
winds.  To-day  (Wednesday)  it  is  blowing  hard  with 
sharp  rain  squalls. — Grey  Mullet. 

Walmer. — The  favourable  indications  of  last  week 
notwithstanding,  sport,  or  rather  the  want  of  it,  has 
been  most  disappointing.  Anglers  out  on  Friday  and 
Saturday  met  with  scant  success,  a  few  whiting  and 
coding,  all  very  small,  alone  rewarding  their  efforts. 
Since  Monday  the  wind  has  been  blowing  with  in- 
creasing force  from  the  N.K.,  and  boat  fishing  has  been 
impossible.  There  is  at  the  time  of  writing  no  sign  of 
improvement.  Both  sea  and  wind  are  very  high.  The 
barometer,  which  has  fallen  rapidly  since  yesterday,  is 
still  on  the  downward  path,  and  angling  prospects  for 
the  week-end  seem  gloomy  in  the  extreme  unless  an 
unlocked  for  change  in  prevailing  conditions  should 
take  place  at  once. — Charles  Hussey  (B.S.A.S  ). 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Fine  sport  is  being  had 
here  at  whiting,  anglers  getting  from  forty  to  sixty 
fish  to  each  rod  or  hand-line.  The  best  sport  was  had 
in  the  small  bay,  where  fish,  especially  whiting,  appear 
to  be  numerous.  Many  scad,  or  horse  mackerel,  bream, 
etc.,  have  baen  caught  also  by  anglers  out  bottom 
fishing.  Mackerel  are  around,  and  many  have  been 
picked  up  by  trolling  while  going  to  the  bottom  fishing 
ground,  but  no  anglers  have  been  out  specially  after 
mackerel. — T.  J.  D. 

Weymouth.. — We  are  now  getting  some  very  good 
mackerel  fishing;  in  fact,  they  are  here,  there,  and 
everywhere.  Large  quantities  have  been  taken  in  nets 
and  shipped  off,  and  good  catches  are  being  had  on 
hook  and  line.  I  was  on  the  Breakwater  on  Saturday, 
and  the  mackerel  broke  in  close,  so  that  I  was  able  to 
cast  in  my  line  amongst  them  and  I  hooked  just  upon 
half  a  dozen.  Conger  are  also  very  plentiful.  Bass 
are  now  moving  a  bit  better,  also  the  pollack,  but  I  am 
afraid  no  great  things  will  be  done  with  either  while 
there  is  so  much  bait  about.  A  few  mullet  are  being 
taken  from  Westham  Bridge.  We  are  now  having  a 
bit  of  unsettled  weather.  To-day  it  is  overcast,  with 
wind  from  north-east,  and  sea  rough. — A.  G.  Rowell. 


Jlssociations 

(Special  Meetinqb). 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  general  committee  will  meet  on  Monday, 
Oct.  6.,  at  8.30  p.m.— R.  G.  Woodruff. 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

The  committee  met  on  Friday,  Sept.  26,  when 
two  grants  wore  made  and  letters  for  convalescent 
home  ordered.  Will  secretaries  kindly  give  early 
notice  of  letters  being  unanswered  ;  if  safely  received 
by  me  they  should  get  reply  in  twenty-four  hours. 
We  are  still  a  long  way  behind  on  the  number  of 
tickets  issued.  Pray  keep  the  claims  of  our  noble 
institution  constantly  before  your  members. — W.  H. 
Barber. 

CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON  ANGLING 
CLUBS— 

The  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  will  take  place 
on  Monday  next  (Oct.  6)  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  Govent  Garden,  at  9  p.m.,  when  special 
and- important  business  will  be  submitted. 

British  Sea-Anglbeb'  Society — 

The  new  headquarters  of  this  society,  at  4,  Fetter, 
lane,  were  formally  opened  last  WedneBday.  Th^ 


large  room  was  full  of  members,  delighted  at  last 
to  find  themselves  at  home — and  they  very  quickly 
made  themselves  at  home  too,  with  a  heartiness 
that  bodes  nothing  but  good  for  the  society's 
future.  The  arrangements  for  business  and 
for  comfort  evoked  expression  all  round  of 
satisfaction  and  pleasure.  And  with  all  this, 
the  committee,  who  have  laboured  so  long  and  so 
hard  to  bring  it  all  about,  were  satisQed.  For  a 
meeting  of  this  sort,  mainly  of  a  social  character, 
the  society's  old  and  beloved  vice-president,  Chas. 

A.  Payton,  Esq.,  H.B.M.  Consul  at  Calais,  was  an 
ideal  chairman.  After  the  routine  business  of 
minutes,  reports  from  agents,  and  communications 
from  members  had  been  gone  through,  the  chairman, 
in  his  earnest  and  hearty  way,  bade  all  members 
welcome,  expressed  the  great  pleasure  the  invitation 
to  preside  had  afforded  him,  and  at  once  called 
upon  Dr.  Patterson,  the  Hon.  Curator  and  Librarian, 
to  make  a  statement  as  to  the  past  and  present  of 
the  society.  This  he  did,  reminding  the  members 
of  its  inception  at  the  Swallow-street  Rooms  on 
Feb.  3,  1893,  when  a  small  number  of  men,  many 
present,  gave  it  its  name  and  its  start  in  life — 
Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo  as  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook 
(•'  John  Bickerdyke ")  in  the  chair  ;  nearly  ten 
years  pass,  and  looking  back,  verily  they  have 
not  been  thrown  away — the  society  progressed.  In 
June,  1894,  it  possessed  a  membership  of  15G,  and  a 
bank  balance  of  JE66  10s.  Gd.  In  June,  1902,  there 
were  over  800  members  on  the  books,  and  a  bank 
balince  of  £.iGi  83.  Cd. — expressive  figures  as  the 
speaker  remarked  ;  and  now  the  society  found  itself 
in  smooth  waters,  no  longer  with  its  ups  and  downs  like 
a  Deal  galley-punt,  no  longer  vibrating  between  the 
Cannon-stret  Hotel,  the  Holborn,  the  Biinbow,  and 
Frasciti's,  but  firmly  moored  at  No.  4,  Fettar-lane. 
As  curator,  he  then  announcad  further  donations 
from  members  to  the  library,  an  excellent  birometer 
and  clock  for  the  walls,  anl  two  very  perfect  sets  of 
scales  and  weights  from  Mr.  George  Herbert  for 
use  at  the  competitions.  The  presentation  of  the 
"  Sircelle  "  challenge  cup  and  ten  medals  to  winners 
in  the  1901-2  Specimen  Fish  Competition  followed, 
each  member  receiving  with  his  prize  the  genial 
comments  and  felicitations  of  "  Sarcelle  "  himself. 
The  ' '  S  ircelle  ' '  Challenge  C  up  and  a  Silver  Medal  to 
P.  G.  Aflalo,  Esq.,  for  the  greatest  number  of  points, 
2  bass  caught  at  Teignmouth,  weight  91b.  and 
111b.  5oz.  Silver  Medals  to  J.  N.  Hearn,  Esq,  sea 
bream,  31b.  7oz. ;  Capt.  A.  E.  Hayward  Pinch, 
conger,  301b.  2oz.  ;  Croft  Handley,  Esq.,  dab, 
lib.  Qoz.i;  Alfred  Hutchings,  Esq.,  red  mullet, 
lib.  3dz.  ;  Malcolm  Wilson,  Esq.,  plaice,  4lb.  loz. ; 

B.  M.  Andrews,  E^q.,  pouting,  21b.  2oz. ;  C.  0. 
Minohin,  Esq.,  pollack,  141b. ;  F.  W.Norman,  Esq., 
whiting,  21b.  8oz. ;  J.  H.  Basten,  Esq.,  skate,  120Jlb. 
For  them  all  Mr.  F.  6.  Aflalo  replied  ia  appropriate 
terms,  expressing  the  gre  it  pleasure  it  had  given  him 
to  wrest  from  Mr.  Mallett,  the  holder,  the  handsome 
silver  cup  (Mr.  Mallett  only  lost  the  cup  by  one 
point  on  a  tie,  or  a  new  "  Sarcelle  "  cup  would  have 
been  needed).  The  speaker  promised  to  lend  the  two 
bass  as  preserved  to  be  hung  on  the  society's  walls. 
Unanimous  thanks  were  awarded  to  the  committee 
for  the  zeal  and  judgment  they  had  displayed  in  the 
conduct  of  the  society's  affairs,  replied  to  by  Mr.  C.  0. 
Minchin,  who  admitted  that  the  lodger  tenure  by  the 
society  had  very  seriously  hampered  its  progress,  and 
expressed  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee  at  the 
loyal  and  unvarying  support  that  had  been  afforded 
them  by  the  general  body  of  members,  without 
which,  he  declared,  no  body  of  men  could  do 
effective  work.  The  society  was  sound  in  heart 
and  financially,  and  as  the  biggest  fishing  society  in 
the  world  had  a  future  before  it.  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  pro- 
posed a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  press,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Holbrow,  for,  he  said,  it  had  always  been  good 
to  us,  in  fair  and  in  foul  weather ;  it  has  always 
said,  "Aye,"  and  never  said,  "Nay."  He  felt  sure 
that  so  long  as  the  society  kept  the  straight  road 
it  would  prosper.  Responded  to  by  Mr.  G.  H. 
Howard  and  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews.  Mr.  Cecil  Mount 
proposed  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman, 
who,  at  much  inconvenience,  had  crossed  the 
Channel  to  preside  at  the  meeting.  Seconded  by 
Dr.  Patterson,  this  was  put,  and  enthusiastically 
carried  with  full  musical  honours.  The  usual 
toast  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  heartily  drunk,  closed  the 
formal  business  of  the  meeting,  but  for  some  time 
and  until  the  stern  rules  of  the  committee  closed 
the  doors  a  merry  company  remained.  Letters  of 
regret  were  read  from  vice-presidents  J.  W.  Blakey, 
R.  B.  Marston,  Croft  Handley,  F.  W.  Norman, 
J.  F.  Hearn  Wheeler,  and  others — many  at  this 
season  away  fishing,  some  on  duty,  some  ill,  but 
all  expressing  the  best  wishes  for  the  continued 
success  of  the  society's  work.  Wednesday,  Oct.  8, 
at  8  p.m.,  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  will  be 
held,  and  on  the  15th,  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  F.R.G.S., 
F.Z.S.,  will  read  a  paper.  These  meetings  will  be 
continued  weekly. — Hon.  Rei'ORter. 

City  of  London  Piscatobial  Society — 

Tuesday  last  having  been  fixed  as  the  date  of  the 


tackle  exhibition,  there  was  a  large  gathering  at  the 
Queen  Anne's  Restaurant,  Cheapside,  Mr,  A.  W. 
Parker  taking  the  chair.  Many  fishing  reports  were 
made,  including  those  by  Mr.  T.  Maynard  (Henley), 
chub ;  Dr.  Ladell  {in  South  West),  various  ;  Messrs. 
Beamont,  Cox,  Gilbert,  and  Hurren  (at  Burnham), 
five  score  whiting,  also  flat  fish ;  Mr.  Fosbrooke 
(Leigh),  many  flat  fish ;  Mr.  Cox  also  reported 
good  roach  from  Wargrave ;  Mr.  Snare  (from  Am  well 
Ma'jna),  perch ;  and  Mr.  Lloyd  (from  Brandon), 
pike.  Besides  the  above,  Messrs.  Allen  and  Nelson 
Barry  brought  up  some  fine  specimens,  jack,  perch, 
and  two  beautiful  large  barbel  (7Jlb.  each),  which 
it  was  unanimously  resolved  should  be  preserved. 
The  exhibition  of  tackle  wai  a  very  fine  one, 
especially  that  by  Messrs.  Cirter,  of  St.  John- 
street-road,  who  had  a  most  enticing  show  of  the 
most  approved  varieties  of  sea  tackle,  including 
"  Welldone "  rods,  B.S  A.  reels,  &o.,  &c.,  besides 
trout  reels  of  latest  construction,  special  grayling 
flies,  &c.,  not  omitting  many  specimens  of  their 
celebrated  artificial  bait,  the  Wagtail,  and  a  great 
variety  of  other  articles.  Mr.  Geo.  Hoyle,  the  well- 
known  expert  in  fly  tying,  had  a  fine  show  of  salmon 
flies,  Devon  minnows,  &c.  Mr.  F.  T.  Williams,  of 
Great  Queen-street,  exhibited  the  sensation  of 
the  evening,  namely,  a  splendid  collection  (in  a 
case),  made  some  time  back,  of  rods  and  tackle,  in- 
cluding tackle  books,  boxes,  winches.  Sea.,  all 
most  beautifully  made,  no  expense  having  been  spared 
in  the  preparation  of  this — possibly  most  elaborate 
outfit  known — ivory,  gold,  mother-of-pearl,  and  the 
finest  and  most  artistic  engraving  being  in  evidence 
everywhere  where  ornimentation  could  ba  displayed. 
The  collection  was  greatly  admired,  more  however 
for  beauty  of  workmanship  than  great  angling 
utility.  The  same  firm  (Messrs.  F.  T.  Williams  & 
Co.)  also  lent  for  the  occasion  numerous  cases  of 
stuffed  fish,  these  being  without  exception  specially 
perfect  examples  of  the  taxidermist's  art.  -^Mr.  J.  H. 
Lee  (a  member)  showed  a  large  number  of  speci- 
mens of  his  recently  invented  mussel  spinning  bait 
(in  metal)  and  generously  offered  them  on  trial, 
free  of  expense,  to  members  wishing  to  test  them. 
Besides  the  above  Mr:  A.  W.  Parker  exhibited  a 
specially-fitted  box  to  contain  tackle,  fishing  apparel, 
etc.,  also  a  sea  rod  and  line,  the  latter  including  an 
ingeuiously  devised  form  of  lead,  the  invention  of 
Mr.  A.  Taylor  (a  member  of  the  committee),  also  a 
safety  gaff  and  landing  net.  Mr.  Dryden  showed 
a  model,  copied  from  the  French  idea  of  a 
sand-eel  plough,  for  obtaining  bait  on  a  sandy 
beach,  also  a  Chinese  fishing  line.  A  fine  Scar- 
borough reel  was  exhibited  by  Mr.  Beamont, 
many  other  items  being  also  on  view  too  numerous 
to  particularise.  Mr.  Geo.  Hoyle  presented  to  the 
library  a  v6ry  useful  (newly  issued)  work  on  the 
Upper  Thames,  receiving  a  vote  of  thanks  for  the 
gift.  Three  gentlemen  were  proposed  for  member- 
ship, ballot  to  take  place  on  Oct.  14.  Votes  of 
thanks  to  the  exhibitors,  to  the  chairman,  and  the 
usual  society  toast,  brought  to  a  conclusion  a  most 
enjoyable  evening. 

Okebham  Anqlinq  Society — 

Mr.  G.  MauU  in  the  chair,  after  correspondence 
and  detail  business,  the  fishing  reports  proved  very 
interesting,  particularly  as  our  old  favourite  place, 
Leigh,  has  fished  so  well,  but  anglers  in  fresh  water 
all  complain  of  the  growth  of  weeds  and  scaroity  of 
water.  Mr.  Mark  Davies,  Leigh,  twenty-five  flat- 
fish, 151b. ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders,  forty-seven  flat-fish, 
up  to  IJlb.,  30Ib. ;  Mr.  Eldred,  about  twenty-four, 
weighing  141b. ;  Mr.  A.  Baker,  at  Chesham,  one 
trout,  16  inches,  and  from  the  Thames  four 
dozen  dace  and  roach,  and  barbel  up  to  31b. 
Mr.  W.  P.  Sabnond,  &  variety  of  fish,  Kennet. 
Mr.  F.  L.  Borthwick,  in  Scotland^  fourteen  sea-trout, 
(Jib.  to  lib.),  one  salmon  of  101b.,  and  at  Leigh  over 
a  score  of  plaice  and  flounders  ;  Mr.  C.  Gill,  river 
Lea,  151b.  of  roach  (largest  lib.  12Joz.),  a  jack  of 
between  51b.  and  61b.  on  a  cube  of  oread  one  inch 
square,  from  Hertford  dace  on  the  fly,  at  Leigh 
twenty-four  flat-fish,  a  flounder  up  to  2lb. ;  Mr. 
Emery,  river  Lea,  chub,  etc. ;  Mr.  A.  Martin,  seven 
perch  all  over  Jib.  from  Kelvedon  ;  Messrs.  Norman 
and  Basten,  one  hundred  fish  in  one  day,  fishing  in 
Ireland,  amongst  them  being  conger  (171b.),  turbot 
(111b.),  pollack  (111b. ).  Several  matters  of  interest 
will  be  before  the  committee  at  next  week's  meeting. 
— J.  H.  Walker. 

HiGHBUBY  AnQLINO  SOCIETY — 

Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided  on  Oct.  1.  Pishing  is  at 
present  rather  a  failure,  but  despite  clear  and  low 
waters  members  have  taken  a  few  decent  fish. 
Messrs.  W.  T.  Attwood  and  T.  F.  Ward  have  taken 
several  carp  up  to  31b. ;  G.  Rayner,  perch  and  tench, 
best  perch,  lib.  }oz. ;  C.  G.  Spencer,  tenoh ;  F,3. 
Jagels,  roach  up  to  lib. ;  H.  Dunn  and  G.  Westrup, 
a  few  coarse  fish  on  fly ;  and  S.  Stone,  141b.  of  roaon, 
best  IJlb.  We  fished  our  first  and  last  match  in 
the  A.  A.  Trophy  competition  against  the  Wenlock. 
Under  the  able  direction  of  Mr.  J.  Harwood  every- 
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thing  went  most  smoothly.  Of  course  we  adhered 
to  our  club  standard  and  were  beaten  by  foz. — 

G.  W. 

PiscATOBiAL  Society — 

There  was  again  a  good  display  of  fish  upon  the 
trays  at  Monday's  meeting,  Captain  A.  B.  Hayward 
Pinch  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Frank  Ward  brought  up  a 
brace  of  chub  weighing  4lb.  15Joz.  and  a  nice 
lib.  2oz.  roach  from  the  Kennet ;  Mr.  Bobt.  Bradford 
a  trout — the  last  of  the  season — from  the  Lambourn ; 
Mr.  H.  P.  Thompson  several  roach  up  to  lib.  5Joz. 
and  a  grayling  from  the  same  stream  ;  and  Mr.  H. 

H.  Brown  a  beautiful  specimen  of  'J'hy7Hallus 
killed  on  the  Itchen.  The  last-named  gentleman 
told  of  a  capital  half  day's  sport  he  had  on  that 
classic  river  on  Saturday  last.  In  a  few  hours' 
fishing  he  made  the  large  bag  of  six  brace  of  big 
grayling  and  two  brace  of  trout.  Fourteen  of  this 
huge  total  were  killed  on  a  variant  of  Mr.  H.  A. 
Bolt's  Witch.  Mr.  Brown  also  gave  an  account  of 
some  sea-trouting  he  had  had  during  a  holiday  at 
Harris.  The  best  fish  went  31b.,  and  fell  to  the 
attractiveness  of  a  fly  of  the  popular  vice-president's 
own  tying.  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans  had  made  several 
splendid  baskets  of  sea-trout  on  the  Ythan,  bringing 
in  from  ten  to  twenty  fish  per  diem.  Mr.  C.  H. 
Bywaters  had  three  and  a  half  brace  of  grayling 
from  the  Avon  (largest  fish,  lib.  8oz.),  all  on  the 
Wickham,  and  Mr.  H.  Harden  took  a  splendid 
specimen,  weighing  21b.,  in  an  upper  reach  of  the 
Lambourn.  Mr.  Frank  Ward  mentioned  a  some- 
what unusual  circumstance  in  connection  with 
roach  fishing  in  the  Kennet.  It  was,  he  said, 
generally  acknowledged  that  though  one  did  not 
generally  make  big  bags  of  the  red  fins  in  that  river, 
the  fish  one  did  get  were  worth  catching.  On 
Saturday  (Sept.  27),  however,  he  landed  and  returned 
no  fewer  than  eighteen  roach,  not  one  of  which  was 
over  Jib.  in  weight.  Captain  Pinch  had  a  leash  of 
small  Jack  at  Uxbridge,  and  Mr.  Stanley  Adams  a 
lib.  perch.  This  was  all  the  satisfactory  news  from 
the  Colne. — Hon.  Sec. 


No  man  cries  stinking  fish. 


being  used  as  bait.  Pollack  are  very  strong  and  deter- 
mined fighters,  and  therefore  the  angler's  outfit  must 
be  of  the  very  best  quality  in  order  to  obtain  good 
sport.  In  such  inlets  when  the  tide  is  running  out 
the  water  may  be  fishod  in  the  Nottingham  style, 
with  float  tackle  as  described  above,  but  the  depth 
must  be  carefully  taken  and  the  line  sufliciently 
leaded  to  allow  for  the  action  of  the  current. 


The  following  "  thrue  "  story  has  reached  me  from 
Ireland.  A  gentleman,  who  was  recently  standing  on 
the  bridge  at  Galway  watching  the  hundreds  of  salmon 
waiting  to  go  up  the  river,  remarked  to  his  carman 
that  it  was  an  astonishing  sight.  "Thrue  for  you, 
sorr,"  replied  Pat,  "  an'  I'll  tell  ye  of  a  wonnerful 
thing  I  sane  mysilf  on  that  same  bridge.  An  excur- 
sion party  av  wurrkin  min  was  looking  over  the 
bridge  at  the  salmon,  an'  wan  av  them  had  a  large 
Newfoun'land  dog  wid  him  which  was  watchin'  thim 
too.  At  lasht  the  soight  was  too  much  for  the  human 
nature  (sic)  av  the  animal,  which  lept  over  the  bridge 
into  the  wather  wid  an  imminse  splash  that 
schattered  the  flsh  in  all  directions  over  the  banks, 
the  river  bein'  very  low  at  the  toime.  Ye'd  scarcely 
belave  me  sorr,  but  whin  the  dog  says  (sees) 
thim  fish  leppin'  about  on  dhroy  land,  he  sets 
to  and  retraves  thim,  wan  by  wan,  an'  brings  thim  to 
his  maisther,  who,  pore  man,  was  in  the  divil's  own 
way  expectin'  ivry  minnit  to  be  clapped  into  the  jail, 
which,  as  y'r  Honour  well  knows,  is  moighty  convay- 
nient,  an'  as  fasht  as  the  baste  laid  the  fish  at  his  fate 
ee  flings  thim  back  over  the  bridge  into  the  wather 
agin !  Shure,  oi  wouldn't  belave  mesilf  if  I  had  not 
sane  it  wid  me  own  eyes,  an'  troth,  it's  mcsilf  that's 
gittin'  as  dhroy  as  thim  fish  was  "  ! 


To  A  Trout. 
Thou  solitary  tenant  of  my  creel. 

Thou  only  victim  of  my  feathered  hook. 
Though  "skunked"  I  scarce  could  more  disgusted  feel 

Wert  thou  still  swimming  in  thy  native  brook. 
For  thee  alone  I've  walked  ten  weary  miles, 

And,  what  is  worse,  must  walk  them  back  again  ; 
For  thee  alone  I've  crawled  through  stinging  brush 

And  clambered  over  harsh  barb-wire  stiles. 
Slept  troubled  slumber  in  the  ice-cold  rain. 

And  soaked  myself  in  grasses  all  too  lush. 


The  competition  at  Pulborough,  on  Sept.  28,  in  con- 
nection with  Eldridge's  popular  excursions,  passed  off 
very  successfully.  There  were  165  competitors  for 
twenty-six  prizes,  and  considering  that  the  water  was 
very  bright,  there  was  an  excellent  show  of  fish  at  the 
weighing  in.  The  following  were  the  principal 
winners  : — H.  Allen,  St.  Albans  A.S..  Ist,  141b.  12oz. ; 
J.  Wheelhouse,  Blackfriars  A.  S.,  2nd,  101b.  ^oz. ;  A. 
Bichards,  Lincoln  A.  S.,  3rd,  51b.  9oz. ;  A.  Pain, 
Stockwell  A.  S.,  4th,  51b.  9oz. ;  A.  Taylor,  Camden 
A.  S.,  5th,  51b.  9oz.  ;  A.  Buxton,  Albion  Bros.  A.  S., 
Cth,  41b.  4oz.  The  rod,  winch,  and  line  given  by  Mr. 
W,  Sparrow  for  the  largest  bream  was  won  by  Mr.  J. 
Wheelhouse,  and  a  very  handsome  pair  of  carvers 
given  by  Mr.  Hall,  Blackfriars  A.  S.,  for  the  largest 
roach,  was  won  by  A.  Pain.  I  may  here  remark  that 
on  and  after  Oct.  5  the  train  to  Palboro'  and  Amberley 
on  Sundays  will  leave  Victoria  at  8.20  and  London 
Bridge  at  8  30. 


The  National  Chrysanthemum  Society's  first  flower 
show  this  year  will  be  held  at  the  Boyal  Aquarium  on 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday  next.  It  will 
be  a  beautiful  display,  and  will  fully !  sustain  the 
Unequalled  reputation  which  the  society's  shows  have 
obtained. 


Under  the  title  of  "  Sea-side  Besorts,"  the  Great 
Eastern  Bailway  Company  sends  the  following  par- 
ticulars rc  "  Clacton  on-Sea  "  : — 

»  »  *  •  • 

Clacton-on-Sea  has  for  some  years  been  one  of  the 
most  frequented  summer  watering  places ;  it  is  now 
rapidly  becoming  a  popular  winter  resort  also.  Pacing 
S.S.E.,  its  elevation  is  nearly  the  same  as  that  of 
Bamsgate  and  Margate,  and  owing  to  its  beautiful  and 
soft  air  and  freedom  from  fog,  the  late  Sir  Andrew 
Clark  and  other  eminent  physicians  have  not 
hesitated  to  recommend  their  patients  to  visit  Clacton- 
on-Sea  at  all  times  of  the  year.  It  is  claimed 
that  considerably  more  sunshine  is  registered  at 
Claoton-on-Sea  than  at  Brighton,  and  the  mean 
temperature  is  exceptionally  high.  The  rainfall,  too, 
is  slight;  so  with  these  advantages  it  is  only 
natural  that  the  death-rate  is  exceedingly  low. 
Clacton-on-Sea  offers  many  attractions  to  the  visitor 
at  all  times.  Its  fine  esplanade,  well  appointed 
theatre,  and  commodious  pier  are  open  throughout 
the  year,  and  its  golf  links  are  a  great  attraction. 
Charming  country  walks  abound  in  every  direction, 
and  during  winter  time,  owing  to  the  crispness  of  the 
ozone-laden  air,  they  are  particularly  pleasant. 
Clacton-on-Sea  possesses  well  paved  and  well  lighted 
streets,  and  boasts  a  perfect  sanitary  system.  Its 
well-appointed  hotels,  boarding  houses,  and  lodging 
houses  afford  ample  accommodation  at  charges  to  suit 
all.  Visitors  to  Clacton-on-Sea  are  well  catered  for  in 
the  way  of  amusements  during  the  winter. 

»*♦*** 

I  can  only  say  that  I  have  "  sampled  "  Clacton-on- 
Sea,  and  must  confess  that  not  one  word  said  in  its 
favour  is  "aught  but  true."  For  further  particulars 
as  to  tariff  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  apply  to  Mr.  Ellis, 
G.E.B.,  Liverpool-street. 


I  MET  Mr.  Barber,  the  new  A.B.S.  secretary,  the  other 
day  in  a  preoccupied  mood,  and  asked  him  what  he 
was  ruminating  on,  thinking  I  might  hear  of  a  good 
swim.  He  answered,  "  I  wonder  how  it  is  that  while 
over  6000  London  men  take  railway  privilege  tickets 
from  the  associations,  only  about  1800  gentlemen 
pay  the  humble  farthing  per  week  for  the  privilege  of 
being  members  of  that  grand  society  the  Anglers' 
Banevolent."  When  you  come  to  think  of  it,  I 
wonder  Father  Izaak  can  rest  in  his  grave.  Now 
then,  my  noble  brothers,  buck  up  and  tell  your 
secretary  to  send  a  P.O.  for  Is.  Id.  to  9,  Hetley-road, 
Shepherd's  Bush,  and  help  to  remove  this  stigma  on 
London  anglers. 


The  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  of  the  Central 
Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs  will  take  place 
on  Monday  next  (Oct.  6)  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  at  9  p.m.,  when  special 
and  important  business  will  be  submitted. 


Too  late  for  insertion  last  week  the  news  arrived 
that  the  netting  which  was  to  have  taken  place  at 
Horsted  Keynes  (one  of  the  waters  rented  by  the 
Sussex  Piscatorial  Society),  when  some  coarse  fish 
were  to  be  offered  for  sale,  is  indefinitely  postponed. 
No  doubt  we  shall  hear  more  anon. 


A  MAN  was  standing  in  front  of  a  Saranao  Lake 
market  recently.  He  had  a  basket  and  a  fishing  rod. 
"  Just  throw  me  a  dozen  perch  and  bullheads,"  he 
said  to  the  owner  of  the  market.  "  Certainly,"  replied 
the  owner,  "  but  why  do  you  ask  me  to  throw  them  to 
you  ?  "  "  So  I  can  go  home  and  tell  my  wife  I  caught 
them,"  was  the  reply.  "  I  may  be  a  poor  fisherman, 
but  I  am  no  liar."  Dragnet. 


On  Wednesday  evening,  Oct.  1,  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  Consul  at  Calais  (Chas.  A.  Payton,  Esq.) 
crossed  the  "  silver  streak  "  to  preside  at  the  formal 
opening  of  the  new  headquarters  of  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society  at  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet-street,  E.C. 
An  account  of  the  proceedings  will  be  found  in 
another  column.  The  room  (which  will  seat 
one  hundred  people)  was  very  comfortably  full, 
and  after  the  chairman  had  declared  the  new 
headquarters  "open,"  letters  and  telegrams  were 
read  and  also  reports  from  various  fishing 
stations.  The  2ni^cc  de  n'sistancc  was  the  handing  over 
to  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo  the  "  Sarcelle  "  cup  (by  "  Sarcelle  " 
himself),  after  which  the  medals  won  by  the  various 
wnners  in  the  specimen  fish  competitions  were 
presented. 

*  *  *  *  * 

The  committee  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the 
admirable  arrangements  made  for  the  comfort  and 
convenience  of  members  and  friends.  The  hon. 
librarian  and  curator  (Dr.  Patterson)  was  in  splendid 
form,  and  it  was  a  great  treat  for  me  to  see  all  the 
"  best  "  boys  in  the  sea  angling  world  present.  May 
the  B.S.A.S.  go  on  and  prosper  ! 


On  Tuesday  evening  I  "strolled"  into  the  Queen 
Anne's  Bestaurant,  Cheapside— the  home  of  the  City 
of  London  Piscatorials — to  "  glance  "  at  their  admir- 
able fishing  tackle  exhibition.  The  room  was  crowded, 
and  although  every  member  had  helped  to  make 
the  evening  enjoyable  and  instructive,  Mr.  F.  T. 
Williams  received  the  greatest  ovation  in  bringing  (or, 
rather,  sending)  up  his  remarkable  collection  of  rods, 
tackle,  tackle  books,  boxes,  winches,  etc.  The  City  of 
London  are  certainly  keeping  to  the  front. 


A  correspondent  wishes,  writes  "Halcyon,"  to 
know,  as  he  is  a  bad  sailor,  if  it  is  possible  to  fish  in 
the  sea  from  shore  with  rod  and  line.  Most  certainly  ; 
it  is  not  only  possible,  but  very  frequently  resorted  to. 
As  a  general  rule,  the  pier  heads  and  other  coigns  of 
vantage  are  greatly  over-fished,  and  consequently  the 
fish  there  become  very  shy.  The  best  plan  is  for  the 
angler  to  wander  along  the  soast,  and  take  stock  of 
any  inlets  where  sloping  ground  comes  down  to  the 
water's  edge,  and  there  is  deep  water  within  a  few 
feet  of  the  land.  Either  float  or  ledger  tackle  can 
be  used,  according  to  the  depth  of  the  water. 
The  largest  size  of  the  Fishing  Oazette  float  is 
the  best  to  employ,  as  it  can  be  so  easily  adjusted 
without  removing  your  tackle.  Pollack  are  the  fish 
generally  caught  by  this  style  of  fishing ;  rag 
Worms,  live  sJirimps,  and  strips  of  herring  or  mackerel 


And  what  art  thou,  thou  slim  and  speckled  mite '? 

Scarce  large  enough  to  save  thee  from  the  act 
That  makes  it  crime  for  five- inch  trout  to  bite, 

A  worthy  "speckled  beauty,"  for  a  fact! 
Where,  tell  me  where,  were  all  thy  sluggard  kind. 

That  I  could  not  inveigle  them  to  rise  ? 
In  all  the  summer  season  they  will  find 

No  more  persistent  fisherman  than  I, 
No  bait  more  tempting  than  my  high-priced  flies, 

Yet  thou  alone  art  here.    Dost  thou  know  why  ? 

And  now  my  tired  footsteps  must  I  turn 

Along  that  hilly  road  that  homeward  trends. 
And  spent  and  footsore,  bear  with  unconcern 

The  jibes  and  jeers  of  all  my  loving  friends. 
For  once  they  cast  their  scornful  eyes  on  thee. 

Thou  smallest  of  thy  kindergarten  school, 
They'll  take  a  keen  delight  to  point  me  out. 

For  all  the  mocking,  scoffing  world  to  see. 
As  that  weak-minded,  idiotic  fool, 

Who  fished  two  days,  and  only  caught  one  trout. 

J.  J.  MONTAftUE. 


Scene,  Deal ;  date,  Monday,  Sept.  29,  1902 ;  cause, 
tar ;  effect,  fire  ;  result,  panic  ;  spot.  Deal  Pier.  The 

alarm  was  raised  by  Mr.  B  shouting  to  all  anglers 

to  drop  their  rods  and  assist  in  putting  the  fire  out. 
The  ladies  were  greatly  excited,  being  cut  off  from 
shore,  but  were  soothed  when  a  well-known  angler  and 
swimmer  offered  to  take  tliem  to  shore  on  his  back. 
The  fire  was  eventually  put  out  by  means  of  sand  and 
wet  sacks.  Two  members  of  the  B.S.A.S.  ran  off  for 
the  fire  engine,  but  their  well-meant  efforts  in  this 
direction  were  frustrated,  and  when  they  arrived  with 
the  engine  the  fire  was  put  out,  but,  with  remarkable 
intelligence  (as  the  men  were  still  tarring  the  pier), 
they  left  the  fire  engine  at  the  end  of  the  pier  in  case 
the  fire  broke  out  again. 


Mb.  W.  Poole,  of  104a,  Broadwall,  Blackfriars, 
S.E.,  sends  me  the  following  note  : — "  Dear  Dragnet, 
I  regret  to  inform  you  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Harry 
Dunn,  who  was  the  founder  of  The  Old  Brunswick 
Piscatorial  and  Ye  Olde  Blackfriars  Angling  Societies. 
He  was  well-known  amongst  South  London  Anglers, 
and,  I  believe,  to  yourself.  It  is  at  his  own  request, 
before  he  died,  that  I  am  writing  this,  as  he  wished  to 
be  remembered  to  old  friends.  He  died  on  Sept.  15, 
after  a  long  and  very  painful  illness.  He  was  buried 
at  Manor  Park  on  Sept.  19."— [Mr.  Harry  Dunn  was 
a  sportsman  and  a  gentleman.  Many  times  have  I 
fished  with  him,  and  many  will  be  the  regrets  for  bis 
comparatively  early  demise.] 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Tliursday  morning, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT, 

Several  contests  were  decided  on  Sept.  28,  the  chief  of 
which  were  the  Hearts  of  Oak  and  Spring  Hill  Clubs. 
The  former  club  fished  in  the  river  Severn  at 
Eardington.  The  contest  was  well  attended.  It 
was  of  three  hours'  duration,  and  was  fished  under 
the  association  rules.  The  takes  of  fish  were  up 
1  to  the  average.  Mr.  Albert  Randall  secured  the 
j  first  prize.  Roach  and  dace  were  the  chief  fish 
I  taken.  The  Spring  Hill  Club  fished  their  contest  in 
their  club  water  near  to  Fazeley,  when  Mr.  Owen 
succeeded  in  taking  the  first  prize  with  perch,  his 
largest  fish  weighing  lib.  6Joz.  Both  clubs  have  a 
splendid  collection  of  valuable  prizes.  The  St. 
George's  and  Fruitful  Vine  Clubs  fish  their  bye 
contests  on  Oct.  5,  at  Eardington.  This  place  has 
become  very  popular  of  late,  the  sport  being  above  the 
average.  The  Severn  is  now  in  good  order,  and  roach, 
perch,  dace,  and  chub  have  been  biting  freely  of  late. 
The  maggot  and  red  wheat  have  been  the  best 
baits.  Fishing  at  Hampton  Lode  has  been 
good,  and  in  the  lower  reaches  at  the  Ketch 
j  and  Kemfey  has  been  very  good,  and  a  large 
number  of  our  members  have  had  good  sport. 
The  Avon  has  also  been  patronised  to  some  extent; 
good  sport  has  been  had  at  Stratford,  the  best  fishing 
here  is  the  Corporation  water.  Things  have  been  quiet 
at  Evesham,  Pershore,  and  right  down  the  river  to 
Tewkesbury.  The  rivers  Anker,  Alne,  and  Trent  have 
been  well  fished,  and  some  good  catches  have  been 
made,  the  worm  has  been  the  best  bait.  Our  local 
canals  have  been  well  fished,  the  Stratford  and 
!  Warwick  have  been  visited,  and  some  very  good 
i  roach  have  been  taken  with  the  paste ;  at  Wilmcote 
1  some  bream  have  been  taken,  and  a  few  small  pike 
[  have  fell  victims  to  the  spoon  bait — this  is  the  best 
bait  for  pike  here.  The  canal  at  Cornsall  has  been 
visited,  and  some  very  good  perch  have  been  taken 
with  the  worm.  Our  local  pools  at  Sutton  and  Cannon 
Hill  Park  have  yielded  some  good  roach,  and  the 
Hockley  Piscatorial,  Moseley,  new  pool  has  been 
good.  All  our  rivers  are  in  good  condiiion,  and  the 
same  remark  applies  to  all  the  minor  local  streams. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Sport  continues  very  disappointing  on  most  of  the 
Fen  drains,  and  this  is  all  ttie  more  mortifying  since 
the  waters  are  in  the  very  pink  of  condition.  Roach 
!    fishing,  which  should  now  be  getting  at  its  best, 
has  almost  completely  failed  to  yield  any  satisfactory 
results,  and  nothing  beyond  a  101b.  bag  has  been 
reported  from  the  Witham.    Similar  reports  come 
from  the  Mount  Pleasant,  Bargate,  and  South  Forty- 
foot  drains,  notwithstanding  that  each  of  these  streams 
are  literally  alive  with  fish.    Bream  fishermen,  too, 
have  done  very  little  good.    One  or  two  specimens, 
weighing  up  to  4 Jib.,  have  certainly  been  tafeen  from 
I    the  lower  lengths  of  the  Witham,  but  beyond  these 
I    there  is  nothing  for  enumeration.    Some  consolation 
I    for  disappointment  in  other  branches  has  been  afforded 
'    by  the  activity  of  pike,  and  quite  a  number  of  trolling 
rods  have  been  at  work  on  the  Witham  and  Forty-foot. 
(     The  latter  river,  however,  which  is  one  of  the  best 
j     pike  streams  in  the  district,  is  so  miserably  congested 
I    with  weeds  in  many  places  that  trolling  has  been 
i    carried  on  with  the  greatest  difficulty.  Complaints 
'    are  loud  and  ntimerous  as  to  its  condition,  and  a 
deputation  or  petition  to  the  Black  Sluice  Drainage 
Commissioners  will  probably  be  made  by  subscribers 
if  the  matter  is  not  remedied  in  the  near  future. 
Fairly  good  pike  fishing  has  been  met  with  on  the 

iWelland,  but  on  this,  as  well  as  other  waters,  general 
sport  is  far  from  satisfactory.  The  cold  north-east 
winds  are  probably  the  cause  of  it. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

'  The  trout  season  has  now  drawn  to  a  close  in  this 
\  district,  but  taking  it  on  the  whole  it  has  only  been  a 
I:     very  poor  one ;  however,  what  fish  have  been  secured 

have  been  very  good  ones,  going  from  lib.  to  over  5lb. 

each.  The  river  Hull  is  in  very  fair  condition  at 
I  present,  both  above  and  below  the  locks,  and  both 
'I  roach  and  pike  are  furnishing  good  sport.  Mr.  J. 
!  Stocks,  secretary  of  the  Universal  Angling  Association, 
l!  while  fishing  near  Aike  Beck  end  latt  week  end, 
'I  Mcured  fifty-one  good  roach  and  dace  in  about  three 
3  hours  with  maggots;  and  other  local  anglers  have 
'    had  good  catches  of  roach  in  various  parts  of  the  river, 

some  of  the  fish  scaling  from  lib.  to  lib.  VJoz. 

each.     Pike  fishing  has  also  been  good  between 

Arram  and  Hempholmo  during  the  past  week,  and 

on  the  Driffield  Canal  on  Thursday  last  (Sept.  25)  a 
1  Bradford  angler  secured  a  good  pike  that  scaled  191b,, 
'i  and  measured  41  inches  in  length  and  19^  inches  in 
I  girth;  it  was  a  well-fed  fish  and  was  caught  near  to 
I  Frodingham  Bridge;  and  another  was  caught  in  the 
I    river  on  Saturday  near  to  Wilfholme  that  scaled  close 

upon  101b,   Some  grand  catches  of  roach  and  i  perch 


continue  to  be  made  on  tho  river  Ludd,  at  Thoresby, 
Fulstone,  and  Fi  re  beacon  ;  two  anglers  from  Hull 
fishing,  near  to  Fulston  Beck-end  last  week  secured 
81b.!l4oz,  and  121b,  3oz.  respectively  of  nice  roach. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Warrington  Anglers'  Association  completed 
their  programme  with  a  contest  for  past  and  present 
officers  on  Saturday  last  at  Heatley.  After  three 
hours  of  roving  fishing,  and  only  sizable  fish  to  count, 
Mr.  W.  Unsworth,  with  lib.  l|oz  ,  secured  the  first 
prize.  On  Sept.  28  the  Mersey  Angling  Society 
in  this  town  fished  a  match  at  Acton  Bridge,  Mr.  J. 
Graham,  sen  ,  getting  the  first  prize.  The  Travellers' 
Best  Angling  Society  visited  Walton  and  disposed  of 
their  second  match,  Mr.  B.  Mathews  heading  the 
list.  The  King  Edward  Angling  Society  are 
due  at  Acton  Bridge  to-morrow  to  fish  a  match. 
The  Levenshulme  Anglers  have  now  completed  their 
annual  championship  competition,  which  extends  over 
six  events,  and  always  arouses  a  lot  of  interest.  Mr. 
W.  Forrest  wins  the  challenge  cup  and  gold  medal, 
cloEely  followed  by  Messrs.  W.  Mycock  and  T.  Tulley. 
Mr.  T.  D.  Sykes  again  wins  the  special  medal.  Their 
annual  meeting  will  shortly  be  held.  The  Longsight 
Angling  Association  have  paid  another  visit  to  Holling- 
worth  Lake  and  fished  No.  7  competition.  Mr. 
W.  H.  Frost  takes  the  first  place,  and  appears 
likely  to  vnn  the  valuable  special  prize  for  aggregate 
gross  weight  of  the  sea<!on.  They  are  at  the  same 
water  again  to-day.  The  Gilnow  Angling  Society, 
Bolton,  at  Astley,  on  Saturday  (Sept.  27)  decided  a 
club  match.  Mr.  Thos.  Hennefer  heads  the  prize- 
winners, but  the  weights  are  not  very  good.  The 
Little  Hulton  Angling  Society  are  due  at  Booths- 
town  to-day  for  a  friendly  wind-up.  Our  rivers 
are  not  spoken  of  in  very  cheering  terms.  There 
was  not  any  improvement  in  the  Bibble  up  to  the 
closing  of  the  trout  fishing  season.  The  Wyre  has 
been  low,  but  a  few  migratory  trout  are  mentioned  as 
taken  with  the  fly.  Several  good  catches  are  mentioned 
from  the  Lune,  and  also  a  few  sea-trout. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  final  club  fixture  of  the  Ardwick  Angling 
Society  was  decided  on  Sept.  28  at  Strines.  All  prizes 
were  awarded,  but  for  insignificant  weights.  Mr.  J. 
Mitchell  heads  the  list  with  15oz.  Mr.  Craddock  is 
credited  with  two  trout  from  the  Bollin,  and  Mr.  Bell 
with  one  from  the  tame  river.  The  deferred  eight 
prizes  of  the  Cornbrook  Angling  Society  were  dispoeed 
of  last  week  end  at  Broken  Cross,  Mr.  M.  Tansley 
heading  the  list.  The  prizes  were  presented  on  the  l&t 
to  the  fortunate  members.  A  private  circular  sent  out 
to  well-known  anglers  in  this  city  and  district  has  teen 
freely  discussed.  The  magnitude  of  the  scheme  can  be 
estimated  by  the  figures — 125  members  at  £5  53.  each. 
The  "  .30  "  Angling  Society  have  wound  up  the  season 
with  flying  colours.  This  is  sufficiently  proved  in  the 
re-election  of  all  the  principal  officera.  They  announce 
that  one  of  their  delightful  musical  afternoons  is 
being  arranged.  A  strong  committee  is  appointed  to 
deal  with  an  extensive  stocking  programme.  The 
Stag  Angling  Society  fished  a  match  in  the  Peak 
Forest  Canal  on  Sept.  28.  The  official  report  speaks 
of  grand  sport,  but  only  gives  two  prize-winners  ;  Mr. 
G.  Buckley  heads  the  list,  and  Mr.  J.  Collinge  takes 
Epecial  for  heaviest  fish.  The  trout  fishing  season 
on  the  Bollin  died  hard,  and  has  been  quite  up  to  the 
average,  despite  the  indifferent  season  generally. 
Probably  there  is  more  activity  in  this  city  than  for 
months  past  amongst  individuals.  Of  course  match 
fishing  is  naturally  less  in  evidence  than  for  the  past 
few  months,  and  many  do  not  hesitate  to  say  they  are 
very  glad  it  is  so.  So  far  no  champion  has  accepted 
the  challenge  to  fish  with  any  bait  against  blood 
worms  for  gross  weight. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Sport  has  been  better  on  the  Trent  amongst  barbel, 
though  no  phenomenal  baskets  have  been  made.  Mr. 
R.  Sherwin  has  killed  eight  fish  in  one  outing  at 
Wilford,  and  sundry  specimens  have  come  to  hand 
from  Clifton,  Shardlow,  Shelford,  Holme  Pierre- 
pont,  and  Colwick.  I  creeled  one  on  Tuesday 
of  41b.  12oz.,  and  got  nine  chub,  one  of  which 
scaled  .31b.  lOoz.  It  was  in  beautiful  condition, 
and  measured  eighteen  inches  in  length.  Members  of 
the  City  Wellington  Society  have  daily  been  amongst 
roach,  chub,  and  dace.  At  Shardlow,  and  on  the 
Pride  of  Derby  Club's  length,  near  Sawley,  Mr.  F.  W.  K. 
Wallis  and  others  have  done  remarkably  well  amongst 
the  red-eyed  species.  Stewed  wheat  fishing  seems  to 
be  about  over  for  the  season.  On  Wednesday  pike 
fishing  began  for  the  season  at  Kelham,  but  few 
members  were  out,  in  consequence,  chiefly,  of  boisterous 
winds  and  rains  late  in  the  day.  Mr.  A.  Sewell  has 
taken  one  fish  of  71b.  at  Staythorpe,  and  a  fairly  large 
number  appears  to  have  been  run  and  landed  on 
various  parts  of  the  river  by  the  aid  of  the  trolling 
bait.  Bream  and  perch  fishing  has  been  a  blank,  and 
not  much  good  will  be  done  until  after  a  substantial 
rise. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Up  to  yesterday  (Tuesday)  the  weather  has  been  all 
the  angler  could  wish,  bright  by  day  with  frosty,  foggy 
nights,  ideal  grayling  weather.  Yesterday  (Tuesday) 
was  very  wet  with  a  cold  N.K.  wind  blowing,  which 
made  angling  anything  but  a  luxury,  but  being  the 
last  day  of  the  trout  peason  a  good  many  rods  were 
out,  but  very  few  fish  taken.  Grayling  have 
gone  fairly  well  at  the  fly  and  maggot,  Mr.  J. 
Jones  had  six  and  a  half  brace  and  nine  fine  dace,  and 
a  friend  four  brace  and  eleven  dacp,  while  fishing  the 
Teme  near  Martley.  Mr.  T.  Birbcck  had  a  capital 
take,  and  Mr.  K.  Wingfield  a  good  basket  of  very  fine 
fish.  Mr.  J.  Shirton  had  a  capital  basket  of  roach 
from  the  Severn,  and  on  Sept.  28  he  won  first  and  cup 
in  the  Arboretum  Club  contest  at  Lenchford.  Mr.  J. 
Harris  has  had  capital  sport  among  the  roach  in  this 
river  at  Kempsey,  and  the  Upton-on-Severn  water  is 
fishing  well,  stewed  wheat  and  the  maggot  the  best  baits, 
Mr.  Seth  Robinson  and  Mr.  E.  Hill,  with  Griffin's 
boat  above  Upton,  had  good  sport  among  the  chub  on 
the  28th  ult.,  taking  about  30lb.  each  ;  club  competi- 
tions are  nearly  all  over.  The  Jolly  Gardeners  (Eve- 
sham) Angling  Club  had  their  second  contest  in  the 
Avon  at  Bid  ford,  whither  they  journeyed  by  brake,  but 
only  about  a  dozen  members  turned  up,  although  the 
prizes  were  good  and  included  fishing  rod,  barrel  of  baer, 
leg  of  mutton,  and  cash.  The  first  prize  was  won  by  Mr. 
H.  Wheatley  ;  second,  W.  Bock  ;  third,  W.  Browning; 
fourth,  F.  Hale ;  fifth,  J.  Campbell.  It  was  a  most 
enjoyable  outing.  Sport  fairly  good.  The  distribution 
o£  prizes  won  in  the  late  inter-club  contest  will  take 
place  in  the  club  room,  Berkeley  Arms,  Bank-street, 
Worcester,  on  Oct.  10.  W.  Caldecott,  Esq.,  C.C.  will 
preside  and  make  the  presentations.  A  smoking 
concert  is  arranged. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  members  of  the  Wellington  Inn  Angling  Club, 
York,  and  the  men  of  the  locomotive  running  depart- 
ment of  the  North-Eastern  Railway  Company  held  a 
smoker  a  few  nights  ago  at  Mrs.  Sharpe'p,  Alma-terrace, 
when  Mr.  Sam  Wardman,  who  is  going  out  to  South 
Africa,  was  presented  with  a  vnluable  pipe,  by  the 
members  of  the  angling  club,  and  a  portmanteau  and 
a  purse  of  gold  subscribed  by  the  other  men  referred 
to.  The  third  match  of  the  season,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  York  St.  Olave's  Association,  was  fished  on 
Saturday,  Sept.  27,  at  Low  Catton,  by  the  kind- 
ness of  Mr.  Gilbertson.  The  conditions  on  reaching 
the  river  bank  seemed  most  favourable,  but  the 
oitch  proved  to  have  been  very  small,  only  one 
decent  fish  Ireing  taken.  This  was  a  nice  trout 
weighing  lib  4Joz.,  which  secured  the  first  prize  for 
Mr.  D.  Constable.  The  fourth  match  of  the  York 
Biitannia  Angling  Society  came  off  on  the  same  date 
at  Newton-upon-Ous9.  There,  again,  the  catch  of 
fiih  was  small,  eleven  rodmen  only  being  successful. 
Mr.  H.  Raisbeck,  lib.  12oz.,  headed  the  list.  The 
outing,  nevertheless,  proved  vary  enjoyable.  The 
seventh  and  final  competition  of  the  season 
took  place  in  the  Tees  at  Yarm,  when  a 
splendid  day's  sport  was  experienced.  There  were 
thirteen  competitors,  and  the  total  weight  of  fish 
caught  was  611b.  Mr.  F.  Wilson  was  first  with 
181b.,  and  won  the  special  for  the  heaviest  fish;  Mr. 
Willis,  fifth,  5lb.  8Joz.,  having  the  heaviest  trout. 
Local  anglers  seem  to  agree  that  fishing  for  trout  this 
season  has  not  been  very  successful,  owing  to  the  low 
temperature  which  has  prevailed.  Many  of  the  fish 
taken  were  in  very  poor  condition.  For  grayling 
fishing,  on  the  other  hand,  the  weather  has  been 
favourable,  and  anglers  anticipate  a  good  season. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  hot  and  bright,  and  sport  has 
not  been  up  to  anticipation,  even  on  the  most  favoured 
waters.  At  Waterville  some  fair  sport  has  been  had 
at  sea-trout  by  visitors  who  intend  to  see  the  season 
out  on  Lough  Currane,  but  at  time  of  writing  little  or 
nothing  is  being  done  on  this  water  owing  to  abnormally 
hot  weather  for  the  season,  clear  water,  and  a  nearly 
total  absence  of  anything  like  a  fishing  breeze.  Sport 
has  been  fair  at  times  on  the  Wa'erville  upper  lakes, 
bub  nothing  approaching  the  usual  sport  has  been  had 
—  at  least  at  sea-trout.  Nothing  worth  recording  has 
been  done  on  the  Killarney  lakes,  but  a  few  salmon  have 
been  had  on  the  Laune.  Salmon  are  reported  to  ba 
numerous  in  the  Maine,  but  owing  to  the  exist  irjg  weather 
conditions  very  little  sport  has  been  had  at  salmon,  but 
worm  fishers  accounced  for  many  large  well-con- 
ditioned brown  trout.  On  Lough  Quittane  sport  has 
been  good  in  the  late  evenings  at  brown  trout,  but  the 
trout  of  this  water,  like  those  of  all  the  Kerry 
mountain  lakes,  run  small.  The  Cork  rivers  (still  open 
for  angling)  have  fished  fairly  well  in  ihe  trout 
department,  but  salmon  have  not  furnished  much 
sport.  On  tho  principal  waters,  however,  good  sport 
is  confidently  looked  forward  to  at  the  latter  fish  if 
the  weather  conditions  change.  Sea  anglers  have  had 
good  sport  at  many  stations  in  Cork  and  Kerry,  but 
visitors  have  not  been  much  in  evidence.  At  Water- 
ville a  few  English  gentlemen  have  had  good  sport  at 
whiting  and  other  fish,  and  the  outlook  for  the  next 
few  days  is  very  bright. 
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ANGLERS'   MOTELS,   FISHII^G   QUARTERS,  &ic. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Egrg-esford,  North  Devon. 

SHOOTING  and  FISHING  FREE  to 
HOTEL  GUESTS.  Twenty  miles  pre- 
served water — Mid  Taw  and  Little  Dart. 


WILLIAM  LITTLEWORTH,  Proprietor, 


BORDE  R  ESK, 
Langholm. 

FISHING    QUARTERS  : 

ESKDALE  HOTEL 

(Temperance). 
SEND    FOR  TARIFF. 

WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor. 

LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL. 

EXCELLENT  FREE  FISHING.  — 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout— on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing 
on  River  Inver.  Boats.  Experienced 
Gillies.  Fishing  Tackle.  Posting.  Boute 
— Rail  to  Invershin,  where  carriage  will 
be  in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inohnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HABT  MOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel, 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards;  Posting; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarter  i  of  C.T.C., 
&c.— Address,  Propkiktoh. 


INNSBRUCK. 

The  lovely  Capilul  of  'J'yiol.  Ideal  Health 
laid  Pleasure  Resort.  Good  Fishing.  Chariniiig 
Excursions.  Delightful  Climate.  Engliili 
Church. 

HOTEL  TYROL 

C.  LANDSEE,  Proprietor. 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland — Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  li  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
ou  application.  Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


LOCHMADDY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  UlSTi 

Rest  Fishing  in  Hebrides  for  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Rrown  Trout.  Over  SO  lochs. 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  from 
25th  February  till  end  of  October. 
Excellent  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  on  all 
lochs.  Drawing  and  smoking  rooms. 
Hot,  cold,  and  salt  water  baths.  Posting. 
Daily  mails  via  Oban,  Mallaig,  and  Inver- 
ness. Telegraph  office.  Good  golf  course 
short  drive  from  Hotel. 

D.  MACFADYEN, 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Middlesex, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  B^ort  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  Ibove  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stationi.  Book  tu 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SIZBS  o;  FISH 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


LOCH  KATRINE— STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated  in  the  heart 
of  Rob  Roy's  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Gregor  being  in  close  proximity, 
and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  fishing  is  free  ou  loch  Katrine,  loch  Chon,  and 
several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel ;  excellent  boats  and  experienced  boatmen  are 
kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and  Trossachs 
and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or  by  Aberfoyle 
and  Trossachs  and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaclies  and  steamers  by  these 
routes  during  the  season.   Post  and  telegraph  office  in  hotel. 

DONALD  FERGUSON,  Proprietor 


Pike,  18  Inch. 

Chub,  7  inch. 

Budd,  6  inch. 

Tench,  8  inch. 
Bottom  Fishing 
Jack  Fishing 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  Inch. 
Qudgeon,  4  Inch. 
...    per  day  1/0 
,. .  2/6 


Only  6  hours'  tall  from  London, 


Station:  LLANPYLLIN, 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.     En  pension  terms 
only  lOSi  Gd.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vymwy,  OBweatry. 


4i  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

PORTH  HOTEL,  "^"S?l"xf.%'." 

FREE  to  Visitors.  All  netting  stopped  for  season  in  August.  September  and 
October  are  the  best  months  for  Salmon  Fishing.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on 
draught  and  in  bottles.    Billiards  and  Posting. 

Inclusive  Terms,  9s.  a  day.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


Swag  Holeljenloni,  Worceslersdre. 


HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 


FREE 


FISHING  for  Visitors  staying 
Hotel. 


in 


SGRIBNER'S  MAGAZINE 

ONE  SHILLING  MONTHLY. 
CONTENTS  of  No.  190.     VOL.  XXXII. 


OCTOBER,  1902, 


Frontispiece— Drawing  to  accompany  "  Vive 

l  Empereur."  K.  C.  YOHN. 
The  Work  of  J.  Q.  A.  Ward.  Kossell 
STi'RGis.  Illustrations  from  the  Sculptures 
of  Jlr.  Ward. 
A  Little  Brother  of  the  Books.  Jo8ei>bine 
UoDGE  Daskam.  Illustrations  by  Otto  H. 
Baoher. 

Western    Types.     Drawings.  Fredekic 
Ee.minotun.    Reproduced  in  Colours;  with 
notes  by  Mr.  Kemington,  and  Pen  Decora- 
tions by  WILL  Crawford. 
A   Memory.    Julia  C.  E.  Dorr.  Poem. 

Illustration  liy  Henkt  McCarter. 
Vive  I'Empereur.    Mart  K.  S.  Andrews. 
In  Two  Parts — Part  II.  Illustrations  by  ¥.  C. 
VoHN. 

To  Those  Who  Have  Gone  Before. 

Makc.aret  Crosby.    Poem.  Decorations 

by  .IAME.s  PREt^TO.N. 

Tommic  Ohisen's  Western  Passage. 

.Iamks  i!.  Connolly. 
The  Shell.  Poem.   John  B.  Tabb. 
Fire  -  Fighting     To-Day  —  and  To- 
morrow.  Philip  G.  Hubert,  Jr.  Illus- 
tratioiis  by  George  Wright,  and  from 
jiboto^'iapbs. 
Spy  Rock.   Henry  van  Dyke. 
The  Little  White  Bird ;  or,  Adventures  in 
Keiisin-ton  Gardens.     CHAPTERS  XIII.— 
XVII.    (T"  l'<'  Conrhidcd.)   J.  M.  BARRIE. 
By  Damascus  Gate.     Poem.  Okuroe 

Meason  Whicuer. 
Among    London    Wage-Earners.— II. 
Walter  A.  Wyokofp,  A\ithor  of  "  The 
Workers."   Other  papers  to  follow. 
The  Point  of  View— THE  UPLIFTINCi  OF 
BEGGARY -THE  EXTINCTION  OF  THE 
NEWSPAPER. 
The  Field  of  Art— THE  LOUVRE.  Second 
Paper— Alexandre  Sandier. 
(The  coloured  cover  designed  by  Mills 
Thompson.) 

LONDON : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  LTD. 
St.  Dunatan's  Houue, 
Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Sikeht,  ^.g, 


THe  Kineteeotti  centoiy 


No.  308. 


AND  AFTER. 


OCTOBEB,  1902.     Price  28.  6d. 


I.  The    Monroe  Doctrine. 

Frederick  Pollock,  Bart. 


By  Sir 


II.  An  Imperial  Court  of  Final  Appeal 

By  His  Honour  3Ir.  Justice  Hodges 
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THE  CELEIiRATED 

FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Near  FARNHAM.  SURREY. 

OUT  OF  SIGH'l'  AND  SOUND  OF  RAILWAYS. 

An  ideal  spot.     Close  to  Hindhead,  with  moit 
charming  curroundingi. 

Roatlng,  Punting,  and  Sailing  on  own 
rrivate  Zake  in  front  of   Hotel  ; 
/i  miles  in  Circumference. 

EXCELLENT  FISHING  on  LAKE  or  STREAM. 

FAMOUS  FOR  AUTUMN  &^WINTER  PIKE  FISHING. 

About  1000  acres  of  Good  Mixed  Shooting 
available  to  residents. 


Board  and  Residence  from  3  gs.  per  week 
Inclusive.   Everything  supplied  of  Best 
Possible  Quality.   Moderate  Prices. 

Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses. 
Ail  trains  met  by  appointment. 


Tariff  forwarded  on  appUeation, 

G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 
Tdcfirams:  "Griffiths,  Prensham  Pond,  Surrey. 


ST.  MAGNUS  HOTEL  AND  FISHINGS, 

HILLSWICK,  SHETLAND. 

Steamers  from  J.p.ith  and  Aberdeen  to 
Shetland,  Five  Times  Weekly, 

Thei-e  are  over  20  fresh  water  lochs  in  the 
district  containing  trout,  and  the  flshing  is  free. 
There  is  also  fine  sea  flshing  within  half-a-niile 
of  the  Hotel,  where  boats  aie  provided.  The 
scenery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hillswiek  is 
considered  to  be  the  finest  in  the  British  Isles, 
and  the  climate  is  mild  and  pleasant.  Board 
(including  Bedroom)  per  Week,  £3  3s.  For 
particulars  and  dates  of  Sailing,  apply  to  the 
Manager,  North  of  Scotland  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Aberdeen. 


CONNEMARA. 

COME  TO  THE  BEST  FREE  FISHING  FOR 
LARGE  TROUT  AND  MONSTER  PIKE 

in  tlie  British  Isles.  Lough  Corrib  and 
lough  Mask,  both  lakes  convenient  to 
hotel,  ^vith  40,000  acres  excellent  mixed 
shooting,  all  free  to  visitors.  Terms 
moderate  and  inclusive.  Telegrapli  office 
on  the  spot,  with  two  mails  daily. — 
Apply,  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur 
Ireland. 


LOUGH  MASK. 

THE  BEST  FREE  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Either  Fly  Fishing  or  Trolling  for  large  Trout 
and  big  Pike  ;  now  is  the  time  to  get  the  big 
ones.  Here  you  can  get  the  benefit  of  your 
holidays  ;  your  time  is  not  wasted,  you  are  right 
on  the  spot  (house  within  thirty  yards  of  lough). 
Also  some  Wild  Bird  Shooting  is  to  be  got  ou 
lough  JIask.  Daily  mail  to  the  house.  Nearest 
station :  Ballinrobe,  Midland  G.  W.  Good 
accommodation,  experienced  boatmen,  moderate 
charges,  \  isitors  can  also  fish  Corrib— withui 
twenty-five  minutes'  drive. — For  terms,  apply  to 
Pat  Sumjiervillk,  Kilbride  Lodge,  Chmbur, 
CO.  Gahvay. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon. 

TrtT  INTER  FISHING 

For  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd.  The  best  iu 
the  West  of  England.  Boarders  from  1st 
Nov.  to  31st  March,  Is.  Gd.  per  day.  Boats 
and  Fishing  Free  to  Visitors.  Good  Sea 
Fishing.     W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


PROPERTIES  With  FISHINGS. 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  be 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  in- 
cluding salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishings, 
should  advertise  the  same  in 

Zl)c  Jfisbina  6a3ette, 

Established  1876. 

Entirely  devoted  to  Angling. 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper, 


Address  the  Proprietors— 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO., 

Limited, 

St.  Dunstan'B  House,  Fetter-Lane,  London. 
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^lofcs  from  tf)c  ^oxtl^. 


The  King  had  a  deer  drive  on  Saturday  last,  and 
afterwards  a  deer  dance  to  the  delight  of  the  royal 
guests  in  general,  and  the  royal  gillies  in  particular. 
It  is  the  gillies  that  do  the  dancing  while  the  guests 
look  on,  and  anyone  who  has  ever  seen  the  unique 
Bpectacle  will  not  readily  forget  it. 

The  deer  are  laid  out  on  the  lawn  in  two  rows,  and 
should  any  salmon  be  in  the  larder  they  are  also 
displayed,  and  with  blazing  torches  a  procession  round 
the  game  is  finished  oft"  by  a  highland  reel  (men  only 
taking  part)  with  torches  in  hand.  A  dram,  of  course, 
graces  the  proceedings. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  has  not 
met  with  much  sport  on  the  Spey  as  yet.  The  fish 
have  been  late  in  coming  on  in  numbers,  and  the 
presence  of  numerous  seals  is  to  blame  for  the  scanty 
baskets. 


An  angler  on  the  tidal  Dee  the  other  morning 
creeled  a  201b.  salmon  on  slim  trout  tackle  after  a 
thirty  minutes'  run.    A  slice  of  luck,  and  no  mistake  1 


Mr.  John  McKay,  gamekeeper,  Glenfiddich,  the 
trusted  and  faithful  servant  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  Gordon  for  some  forty-two  years,  died  the  other 
day  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight.  He  was  one 
of  the  late  Queen  Victoria's  guards  when  she  visited 
Gordon  Castle. 


The  month  of  October  promises  to  be  a  prolific  one 
f  jr  salmon  anglers.  The  waters  are  all  that  could  be 
desired  if  the  weather  would  only  keep  good. 

The  autumn  season  is  coming  to  an  end.  Already 
the  country  stations,  and  such  centres  as  Inverness, 
Aberdeen,  and  Perth,  bear  daily  evidences  of  the  rush 
south. 


The  Ythan  tidal  is  now  yielding  good  results,  and 
splendid  baskets  are  being  got  daily. 

Lady  Bridge  continues  to  add  to  her  score  on  the 
Deveron,  and  other  anglers  Huntly  way  are  also  to 
the  front. 


The  Shetland  season  has  been  thus  far  a  comparative 
failure,  but  perhaps  not  worse  than  other  places. 
Anglers  are  now  retoming  south  by  every  boat. 

Special  Scotch. 


AT  THE  GATE. 


Fahmer  :  If  memory  be  not  awaked  in  mock 
I    Ere  Shepherd  Sun  to-day  fetched  forth  his  flock 
I    Of  crowding  hours,  and  thro'  the  gate  of  dawn 

Led  them  to  this  fresh  morrow's  uncropp'd  lawn, 
I    We  thus  have  countered,  yet,  plague  take  the  case, 
I   Your  name  still  plays  the  truant  to  your  face  I 

'   Stranger  :  Ah,  since  like  wisdom  we  live  out  o'  doors, 
And  tread  the  office  of  the  sun-kissed  floors. 
Our  ways  this  valley  roving  may  have  cross'd 
With  closed  lipa  and  a  nod,  so  nought  be  lost. 

Farmer  :  Nay,  we  have  somewhere  twinn'd. 
■    Stranger  ;  P'raps  to  swing  hooks 

I   Near  miller's  haunt,  or  by  remotest  brooks ; 

Or  seaward  hawking  stretch  companion  sail 
I    After  the  viewless  quarry  of  the  gale ; 

Or  Join  at  gates  that  from  June's  highway  lead 
Where  shy-winged  herons  to  the  clouds  recede. 
And  wander  paths  away  by  willow,  wave,  and  reed  ? 

i   Farmer  :  I'll  stake  a  beanfield  to  a  butterfly 
I    'Tia  more  1    Yet  for  a  clue  I  vainly  try — 

I   Stranger  :  Mayhap  when  Winter  stars  the  drizzly 
wold 

1   With  nosing  hounds,  and  in  his  tumbled  hold 
i   R«d-face  still  lurks  while  men  grow  soaked  as  sedge. 
We've  published  comments  'neath  th'  umbrella  hedge 
Forked  in  our  saddles,  short  of  Emiles  as  rocks. 
Or  Hudibras  embraced  by  Brentford  stocks  ? 
Farmer  :  Nay,  tho'  I  love  the  rattle  of  the  sport, 
Its  flying  blisses  stay  by  me  unsought ; 
My  mares  march  with  the  plough,  or  waken  wheels 
Since  slow-grown  profits  best  match  spurless  heels. 

I   Stranger  ;  P'raps  then  with  gun  amid  the  whirring 
iroods 

I    When  Autumn's  magic  finger  touched  the  woods. 
Or  'neath  inn  gables  on  tho  bladed  plain, 
Ere  sang  the  scythe  or  came  the  azure  wain, 

i   We've  tricked  old  time  to  yield  an  hour  of  ease 
Where  log  or  settle  bent  our  willing  knees? 

'   Farmer  :  J  still  am  baulked,  or  gated  by  mistake ; 

;   Else  you  go  double!  but  no  more  I'll  inake 

I   My  puzzle  your  delay ;  yet,  pray  you,  drink 

A  minute's  mirth-cup  whore  my  hearth  flames  wink, 


Strakger  :  Accepted ;  but  ere  thro'  this  gate  I  pass 

Aloug  your  walk  of  box,  to  lift  the  glass. 

Consider  yet  again,  for  better  'twere 

As  old  acquaintance  wc  the  cup  should  share : 

— Your  wind  in  this  small  chase  gives  out  too  soon, 

Your  horn  calls  off  the  pack  while  still  'tis  noon  1 

Cross  now  the  narrow  bridge  the  razor  rears 

'Twixt  fiction  and  hard  fact ;  call  back  the  years 

When  hoop-wide  ponds  within  a  meadow's  sphere 

Loomed  oceans,  and  one  lane  led  ev'rywhere  ! 

When  clouds  crept  dragons,  and  from  front  of  morn 

Ev'ning  so  distant  stood  that  dawn  to  dawn 

Covered  an  age  of  living — ere  boards  grew 

Have  we  not  made  our  treaty,  I  and  you? 

— Or,  if  those  cradle  days  hang  too  far  back, 

Bethink  you  of  shy  Isis  and  the  track 

Where  bend  the  birds  the  reeds  down  over  deeps 

All  silver  clear — 

Paejier  :  Now  mem'ry  leaps 

From  stupor  up !  0,  this  is  wondrous  blest ! 
The  jolly  past  sends  me  a  present  guest  I 
The  gate  stands  wide — • 

Stranger  :  And  I  still  keep  to  halt. 

Farmer  :  O,  enter  I 

Stranger  :         Nay,  you'll  reckon  it  the  malt 
Attracts  me  in ;  so  pr'ythee  fetch  it  here, 
And  we'll  baptize  young  Winter  with  hale  cheer 
Where  thro'  your  swaying  trees  his  whistle  howls, 
Shatt'ring  the  garland  from  their  leafy  cowls. 

Farmer  :  The  gate  stands  wide,  being  small,  for 

passage  thro' — 
I  promise  from  within  a  heartier  view. 
My  gables'  eyes  the  valley's  sweep  command. 
E'en  to  its  utmost  knoll.    Pan  rules  the  land 
Still  undisturbed.    I  do  beseech  you  in. 
Unless  consort  with  hasto. 

Stranger  :  Before  I  win 

Your  ingle,  learn  'twas  somewhat  more  than  chance 

Led  me  to  make  this  gate-side  dalliance. 

Not  idly  to  these  groves  have  I  drawn  near. 

Now,  in  the  broken  beauty  of  the  year. 

I  am  forlorn  1    Polly,  sweet  jade,  is  dead. 

Alas,  no  more  shall  her  dear  wing  be  spread ! 

She  caught  the  plague  that  has  some  worthies  hit, 

And  pined  and  died  of  others'  want  of  wit. 

So  here  I've  come  to  rest  my  tired  eyes. 

And  by  unlearning  grow  most  learned  wise. 

Farmer  :  I  would  the  wicket-latch  when  it  shall 
clinch 

Promised  you  ours  till  nests  anew  the  finch  I 
Two  lads  like  oaks,  a  girl  to  match  the  rose. 
Their  mother,  and  myself  yon  eaves  enclose. 
Come  in.    Each  morn  shall  find  you  welcome  still 
While  you  may  honour  us. 

Stranger:  But  man,  the  bill? 

Farmer  :  Since  you  seem  rich  and  I'm  not  sullen 
poor, 

I'll'  charge  a  jest  each  time  you  ask  the  score. 

Stranger  :  That  bargain  needs  no  seal.    Here  will 

I  stay 

Till  my  own  walls  uprise  into  the  day. 

Or  you  with  bell  and  book  abjure  my  sloth  away! 

Farmer:  Is  this  true  purpose,  or  but  merry  words? 
You'll  build  ?    Why,  no  one  builds  here  but  the 
birds. 

Stranger:  Soon  shall  the  sparrows  and  you  dales- 
men see 

My  wood-fire  smoke  unfurl  against  the  tree, 
— My  homestead  flag  to  signal  I'm  at  hearth 
With  pipe  and  bowl  for  daylight's  aftermath. 
— By  yonder  poplars  and  the  running  stream 
I'll  rear  Adullam  with  sound  thatch  and  beam : 
Then  a  good  horse  and  hound,  books,  and  a  rod. 
And  heart  hate-free  shall  keep  me  like  a  god, 
I've  cast  town's  slough,  and,  life's  indentures  done, 
To-morrow'll  have  no  master  but  the  sun. 

R.  B. 


Xetters  to  the  lEbftor* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

SALMON  AND  THEIR  NATIVE  RIVERS. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  issue  of  Sept.  27  reprints  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  question  as  to  whether  the  return  of 
salmon  to  the  river  in  which  they  were  reared  is  the 
result  of  memory  or  of  instinct,  and  it  is  said  we  must 
discover  a  sixth  sense  before  we  can  settle  it.  May 
not  a  simple  solution  be  found  in  the  probability  of 
the  salmon,  on  gaining  the  sea,  never  going  so  far 
away  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  from  which  they  had 
come  as  to  risk  difficulty  in  finding  their  way  back  to 
it  by  memory  of  the  way  they  had  come  out,  a 
probability  based  on  their  not  needing  to  go  far,  as 
their  food  in  the  sea  is  derived  from  shrimps  and 
fihore-frequenting  small  fish,  a  probability  fortified  by 
their  occasional  capture  in  sea  nets  near  tho  shore,  and 
not  far  out  at  sea. 


I  have  myself  seen  a  salmon  attempting  to  ascend  a 
weir.  He  tried  it  at  one  particular  fall  which  seemed 
to  my  eye  no  better  than  a  dozen  others  alongside  of 
it.  He  failed  to  surmount  it  again  and  again,  and 
then  he  rested  for  a  time,  and  then  renewed  his  eflorts, 
and  after  repeated  failures  to  quite  o'ertop  the  fall 
again  he  rested  for  a  while,  and  at  last  succeeded  in 
gaining  the  crest  and  struggling  over  it  into  the  still 
water  of  the  pool  above.  And  yet  he  never  once  made 
a  single  trial  of  any  one  of  the  other  falls.  What 
could  have  made  him  so  certain  that  the  fall  he  had 
selected  was  the  right  and  only  one  for  him  to  try  ? 
What  but  a  memory  of  having  come  down  that  way 
before.  True  he  was  a  good-sized  salmon  of  161b.  or 
201b.,  as  my  memory  serves  me,  and  may  have  gone 
up  that  way  before  as  a  grilse.  But  if  so  it  only 
strengthens  the  memory  theory.  It  was  every  time 
the  same  salmon,  as  I  was  sitting  motionless  so  close 
to  the  fall  that  I  could  easily  have  galled  him  again 
and  again.  I  had  taken  up  my  place  there  for  the 
purpose  of  watching  ascending  salmon,  of  which  I  had 
been  told.  It  is  well  known  also  that  in  returning  to 
their  river  salmon  coast  along  the  shore  till  they  find 
it,  and  Norwegian  fishermen  take  advantage  of  this 
well-known  fact  in  laying  their  nets  always  near  the 
shore  of  the  fiord,  and  never  away  from  it.  Further- 
more, no  reason  has  ever  been  assigned,  that  I  know 
of,  why  salmon  should  ever  go  far  from  their  parent 
river. — Yours  truly,  Rod. 


MAKING  A  FISHERY  IN  INDIA. 

Dear  Sir, — Under  the  heading  "Making  a  Fishery 
in  India  "  in  your  issue  of  Sept.  27  your  correspondent, 
"Casun  Caola,"  tells  how  he  has  made  for  himself  an 
excellent  fishery  out  of  a  pit  of  two  acres  in  extent 
excavated  in  famine  time  and  without  a  fish  of  any 
sort  in  it,  and  ends  by  advising  others  to  get  my  book 
"Tank  Angling  in  India."  But  he  adds  that  the 
hints  therein  "  will  save  him  from  many  a  blank  day, 
and  though  written  mostly  in  the  Madras  Presidency 
the  principles  will  apply  to  any  part  of  India,  slight 
alterations  in  tackle  to  suit  local  conditions  excepted." 

May  I  be  allowed  to  add  for  the  benefit  of  "  Casun 
Caola,"  and  those  for  whom  he  writes,  that  if  he  will 
become  the  happy  possessor  of  the  third  edition  of 
"  The  Rod  in  India,"  published  in  1897,  or  ten  years 
later  than  "Tank  Angling  in  India,"  he  will  find, 
amongst  other  additions,  a  chapter  devoted  to  bring- 
ing his  subject  up  to  date,  and  written  after  a  personal 
study  of  this  class  of  fishing  in  Northern  India.  He 
will  find  also  instanced  there  a  fisherman  who  had 
been  an  admitted  authority  in  those  parts,  and  thought 
his  tackle  superior  to  mine,  as  better  suited  to  the 
locality,  but  was  shown  in  practice  that  mine  was 
better  by  twenty  to  one,  and  the  reason  for  it.  The 
"  slight  alterations  in  tackle  to  suit  local  conditions  " 
to  which  your  correspondent  alludes  are  not  impro- 
bably just  such  as  the  aforesaid  fishing  authority  had 
made,  and  which  he  may  possibly  think  better  of  on 
reading  the  new  chapter.  Similarly  I  have  heard  in 
private  correspondence  that  many  a  proficient  in  Cal- 
cutta has  come  to  discarding  his  hitherto  approved 
methods  for  mine,  as  best  in  that  locality  also.  And 
another,  a  good  fisherman,  who  in  Northern  India  had 
fished  with  me  in  his  own  reservoir,  has  handsomely 
published  that  "after  many  years  of  excellent  tantc 
fishing  he  would  strongly  advise  those  who  wish  for 
success  in  this  kind  of  sport  to  accept  Mr.  Thomas's 
teachings  unreservedly  and  entirely,"  adding  that  if 
he  had  known  as  much  earlier  his  "sport  instead  of 
having  been '  very  fair '  would  have  been  '  Magnificent ' 
with  a  capital  M." 

These  instances  I  refer  to  in  order  to  induce  your 
correspondent  and  those  for  whom  he  writes  to  read 
the  new  chapter  aforesaid,  and  I  will  only  add,  as  my 
reason  for  writing,  the  hope  that  your  correspondent 
and  his  friends  and  readers  may  similarly  find  their 
sport  improved. — Yours  truly,  H.  S.  Thomas. 


GRILSE  No.  D.  1223  CAUGHT. 
Dear  Sir, — A  silver  tablet  marked  "  D  1223  "  was 
found  fixed  in  the  dorsal  fin  of  a  grilse  bought  with 
others  in  Billingsgate  Market  late  in  June  last  by 
Mr.  William  Palmer,  fish  merchant  of  High-street, 
Notting-hill.  When  showing  me  the  tablet  Mr. 
Palmer  stated  he  believed  the  fish  came  from  the 
river  Bann,  and  the  weight  was  7  J  lb.  Doubtless  you 
will  wish  to  give  publicity  to  the  above  facts.— Y'ours 
truly,  P.  Napier  Sutton. 


EYED  r.  GUT-TIED  PLIES  FOR  LOCH 
FISHING,  ETC. 
Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  your  editorial  note  under 
above  heading  in  the  Fishiiuj  Gazette  of  Sept.  27  that 
you  invite  others  to  give  their  opinions  of  eyed  versus 
gut-tied  flies  for  loch  fishing,  etc.  My  own  experience, 
extending  over  many  years  and  on  various  waters  in 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  has  taught  me  that, 
providing  your  eyed  flies  are  properly  attached,  they 
fish  just  as  well  as  those  tied  to  gut  and  possess  so 
many  advantages  over  gut-tied  flies  that  for  many 
years  now  1  have  entirely  discarded  the  latter  kind  for 
every  description  of  fishing.   The  whole  matter  seems 
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to  hinge  on  how  the  eyed  fly  is  attached.  If  the  flies 
are  knotted  on  by  the  simplest  of  all  methods,  known 
as  Major  Turle's  knot,  the  line  of  pull  is  direct  along 
the  under  side  of  hook  slunk  in  exactly  the  same 
manner  as  if  gut-tied,  and  that  being  so  I  cannot  see 
how  it  can  matter  whether  the  gut  is  attached  to  the 
hook  by  means  of  a  knot  or  by  means  of  waxed  silk. 
The  eye  simply  acts  as  a  fair  lead  for  the  gut.  The 
point  of  contact  of  the  gut  with  the  hook  is  what 
regulates  the  swim  of  the  fly,  and  if  the  knot  is  pro- 
perly made  and  drawn  iiglit  it  does  not  increase  the 
tendency  of  the  fly  to  flop  round  the  cast  and  hang 
up.  The  first  time  I  fished  Loch  Leven  (where  some 
think  it  is  rank  heresy  to  use  eyed  flies)  I  fished  with 
flies  on  eyed  hooks,  three  and  sometimes  four  on  a 
cast,  and  had  no  difficulty  with  them  and  certainly 
caught  as  many  fish  as  most  who  fished  the  loch  at 
the  same  time.  In  wet  fly  fishing  both  for  liver  and 
loch  I  always  use  eyed  flies,  and  to  me  the  advantages 
are  many  over  the  gut-tied  flies  ;  so  many,  in  fact, 
that  I  could  never  be  induced  to  revert  to  the  old 
method.  I  hope  others  will  give  us  their  views  on 
this,  to  me,  interesting  and  "knotty"  point. — Yours 
truly,  E.  F.  Goodwin. 

RE  EYED  r.  HO0K3  TIED  ON  GUI. 

Dkab  Sir,— With  reference  to  above  query  in 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  27,  I  may  say  that  1  have 
used  eyed  hooks  for  miny  years,  and  on  no  account 
would  I  go  back  to  those  tied  on  gut. 

Flies  on  eyed  hooks  last  much  longer,  and  should 
the  gut  attached  to  them  get  frayed  one  has  only  to 
break  it  off  and  put  on  a  fresh  link,  and  the  fly  is  as  good 
as  ever.  A  fly  tied  on  gut  becomes  useless  if  the  gut 
becomes  worn,  also  if  kept  beyond  one  season  the  gut 
is  very  liable  to  draw.  Another  advantage  for  eyed 
hooks  is  that  either  fine  or  strong  gut  can  be  used  as 
required. 

Personally,  I  prefer  upturned  eyed  hooks,  and 
always  use  the  Turle  knot.  Mr.  Hill's  knot  is 
also  very  good,  but  as  it  entails  passing  the  gut  twice 
through  the  eye  of  the  hook,  on  a  cold  or  windy  day  it 
is  not  so  easily  tied,  especially  on  very  small  flies, 
00  or  000.  With  the  Turle  knot  after  a  little  practice 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  tying  on  a  fly. — Yours  truly, 

George  A.  Cdylkb. 

[Another  immense  advantage  not  mentioned  by 
Colonel  Cuyler  is  that  in  dry  fly  fishing,  or  any  fly 
fishing  for  that  matter,  the  fly  with  the  eye  will  stand 
many  times  more  whipping  without  baing  whipped  off 
than  one  tied  to  gut  will. — Ed.] 


EYED  FLIES,  ETC. 
Dear  Sir, — Be  query  in  your  last  issue  as  to  flies 
tied  to  gut  or  on  eyed  hooks.  After  twenty-seven  years, 
experience,  I  unhesitatingly  give  my  verdict  for  the 
latter,  for  the  following  reasons.  The  cost  is  now  the 
same.  New  flies  to  gut  are  all  very  well,  but  whether 
from  friction  of  the  fine  end  of  the  hook-shank  or 
firom  rust  they  are  dangerous  to  use  after  one  season. 
They  constantly  go  together  with  many  a  lusty  trout, 
and  futile  execration  attends  the  parting.  Again,  the 
fly  and  gut  are  part  and  parcel  of  each  other,  and  extra 
expense  is  incurred  by  renewing  the  patterns.  Eyed 
flies  (I  prefer  the  turn-down  'from  its  fancied  resem- 
blance to  the  heads  of  some  natural  insects)  can  be 
always  severed  from  their  points,  and  new  points  tied 
on  of  a  size  to  suit  water  and  fish.  In  ordering  the 
old  sort,  I  have  been  often  disgusted  by  getting  beauti- 
ful imitations  tied  to  far  too  coarse  gut  to  suit  me 
(and  the  fish).  Let  any  disciple  of  the  old  school  test 
his  old  ;flies  to  gut — and  all  should  be  tested  before 
starting — and  see  how  they  stand  it.  Both  hook  trout 
equally  well  if  barb  be  sharp  enough  and  bend  correct, 
but  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  as  to  the 
immense  advantage  of  the  eyed  insect. — Yours  faith- 
fully, Black  Hackle. 


"WEST  COUNTRY  FAIRY  TALES." 
Sir, — I  have  now  waited  two  weeks  for  an  answer 
from  "  Devonian "  to  the  two  plain  questions  asked 
in  your  issue  dated  Sept.  13,  but  he  has  not  thought 
fit  to  reply,  neither  have  I  heard  from  him  privately. 
This  is,  I  think,  hardly  courteous,  but  at  any  rate  I 
will  now  proceed  to  deal  with  his  reply  {vide  Fishing 
Gazette,  Sept.  G,  p.  176)  to  my  original  communication 
to  you. 

He  is  evidently  very  angry  and  resents  my  letter, 
but  at  the  same  time  controverts  nothing  that 
I  have  said  satisfactorily.  On  reference  to  my  letter 
{Fishing  Qaxette,  Aug.  30,  p.  160)  it  will  be  seen 
that  I  challenged  two  statepients  made  in  two 
different  reports.  In  the  firsi  case — namely,  that 
of  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin — I  am  met  with  what  is  little 
else  than  "the  lie  direct,"  and,  as  he  says,  on 
the  authority  of  Mr.  Distin  himself.  Well,  so  be  it  I 
I  again  reassert  emphatically  what  I  stated  before, 
and  I  also,  this  time,  will  give  my  authority.  My 
authority  was  Mr.  Distin  himself,  who  told  me,  on 
the  evening  of  Monday,  Aug.  18,  at  the  Totnes  Weir, 
that  "  that  was  the  first  time  ho  had  been  on  the 
river  for  eight  weeks."  I  am  not  prepared  to  recede  from 
this  position  or  modify  this  statement  in  the  least, 


unless,  Mr.  Editor,  Mr.  Distin  should  think  fit  to  write 
to  you  a  letter  for  publication  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
denying  this.  In  fact,  it  was  this  conversation  that  drew 
my  attention  to  that  particular  report  of  "  Devonian's  " 
in  the  first  place.  Of  course  if  the  report  alluded  to 
referred  to  fish  caught  some  weeks  previously,  then 
the  point  upon  which  we  have  joined  issue  disappears, 
but  in  that  case  as  a  weekly  report  it  can  hardly  be 
called  trustworthy,  and  that  is  what  I  have  com- 
plained of. 

Again,  the  second  statement  of  "Devonian" 
referred  to  a  salmon  killed  by  Captain  Ryan. 
"Devonian"  states  in  his  letter  that  this  salmon 
was  killed  on  June  18.  My  information  ran  that  it 
was  June  16,  but  in  any  oa^e  this  is  the  fish  referred 
to.  Now  note  what  follows.  This  fijh  was  killed  on 
June  18  (?),  and  duly  reported  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  June  21,  p.  417.  A  further  fish  is  mentioaed  in  the 
weekly  report  dated  Aug.  9,  and  there  it  is  reported 
without  any  explanation  whatever  as  to  date  or  place. 

I  am  certainly  of  opinion  that  nine  out  of  every  ten 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  reading  the  report  would 
take  it  as  having  been  killed  in  the  week  immediately 
preceding  and  they  would  be  misled.  It  will  be  noted 
that  in  my  letter  I  expressly  challenged  it  as  not 
having  been  killed  that  week,  and  yet  the  only 
explanation  "Devonian"  gives  is  to  refer  to  this 
long  defunct  salmon,  of  tlie  capture  of  which 
I  was  well  aware,  and  to  the  notice  of  which  so 
far  as  I  know  I  had  never  taken  exception.  What 
I  did  say  was  that  "  not  only  did  Captain  Ryan 
not  land  a  salmon,  but  no  one  else  did  that  week,  and 
what  is  more,  no  one  has  done  so  since  June  16 
('Devonian'  says  June  18)  on  these  waters."  This 
point  "Devonian"  ignores  altogether  in  his  reply, 
and  presumably  since  then  also  by  his  silence.  Does 
"  Devonian  "  mem  that  another  fish  was  killed  that 
week,  or  does  he  refer  to  the  former  fish  ?  If  the 
former,  then  I  deny  it ;  if  the  latter,  then  again  I  say 
what  is  the  good  of  such  a  weekly  report  when  captures 
are  resurrected  and  made  to  do  duty  a  second  time  ? 
In  the  face  of  this  I  ask,  can  this  report  be  considered 
other  than  false  and  misleading  ? 

The  rest  of  "  Devonian's  "  reply,  his  reference  to  the 
Moorland  streams  and  tributaries,  and  his  advice 
tendered  to  me,  the  question  of  my  success  or  non- 
success  (and  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  I  was  much  less 
successful  than  the  others),  are  quite  irrelevant  and 
beside  the  question,  except  in  as  far  as  the  reports 
refer  to  fish  caught  on  these  upper  waters  and  tribu- 
taries, and  reported  weekly  under  the  heading  of 
"  Totnes  and  District."  No  sane  man  who  knew  the 
Dart  would  ever  think  of  making  Totnes  his  head- 
quarters if  he  came  here  for  the  fishing  only.  Totnes, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  would  be  about  the  worst  place  he 
could  choose,  as  the  cream  of  the  fishing  is  to  be  had, 
especially  in  the  autumn,  or  back-end,  above  Buckfast- 
leigh,  some  seven  miles  away,  and  either  Staverton, 
Buckfastleigh,  Holne,  or  Exworthy  would  be  a  much 
better  centre  to  work  from;  but  no  one  would  imagine 
so  for  one  minute  when  reading  these  reports.  I  do  not 
feel  in  the  least  called  upon  to  inform  "Devonian" 
from  what  sources  I  gather  my  information,  but  I 
do  not  mind  telling  him,  firstly,  that  I  do  consider 
his  reports  unduly  inflated  when  published  simply 
under  the  heading  of  "  Totnes  and  District,"  and, 
secondly,  that  my  acquaintance  with  the  Dart  is  not 
that  of  a  few  days.  I  lived  as  a  boy  and  was 
at  school  on  its  banks,  and,  though  the  exigencies 
of  a  busy  life  spent  in  the  public  service  abroad  neces- 
sitated many  and  long  absences,  there  are  parts  of 
the  river  I  know  as  well  and  perhaps  better  than 
"  Devonian  "  does,  though  it  is  now  some  thirty-four 
years  since  I  first  sampled  its  trout. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Editor,  I  would  congratulate 
"  Devonian  "  upon  the  last  two  reports  sent  in.  They 
are  framed  with  some  regard  to  details  as  to  dates  and 
places,  and  had  similar  care  been  shown  before,  this 
correspondence  would  probably  never  have  arisen. 
I  would  apologise  to  you  for  trespassing  so  far  upon 
your  space,  and  beg  to  assure  you  that  as  far  as  I  am 
concerned  this  question  is  now  closed. — Yours  truly, 

P.  0.  Gadsden, 
Sydney  Villa,  Sands-road,  Paignton. 

RE  "SIREX  GIGAS." 

Dear  Sib, — There  was  a  specimen  of  above  found  a 
few  days  ago  in  the  garden  of  Mips  Veitch,  Bongate, 
Jedburgh,  which  is  to  be  preserved  and  placed  in  the 
museum  there.  If  "A.  8.  D."  has  any  difficulty  in 
getting  colours,  etc.,  Mr.  Hilson,  Museum,  Jedburgh, 
may  get  a  coloured  sketch  made  for  him. — Yours 
faithfully,  R.  Tdbnbull. 

G,  Hanover-street,  Edinburgh, 


WANTED— A  COTTAGE  TO  LET  WITH 
COARSE  FISHING  RIGHTS. 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  very  much  obliged  to  any 
reader  who  would  tell  me  of  a  cottage  to  let,  either  to 
rent  or  on  lease,  with  coarse  fishing  rights  on  liver  or 
lake.    Any  part  of  the  country.— You  -s  ttu'y, 

Clwyd  House,  H,  Mahn  (Major), 

Llandyrnoj,  Denbigh. 


THE  "PANMUftE  GORDON"  PLY. 
Dbae  Sib, — I  dressed  a  salmon  fly  for  the  late 
Panmure  Gordon  that  he  used  with  good  results  on 
the  deep  pools  of  the  rivers  of  Scotland  some  years 
since.  He  wanted  a  fly  that  would  beat  the  far- 
famed  Gordon  and  I  invented  the  pattern,  and  since 
then  it  has  taken  salmon  on  the  Dee,  Spey,  and  Tay 
when  the  water  was  high.  It  is  a  capital  autumn  fly 
on  any  river  as  the  wool  and  body  hackle  are  of  a 
peculiar  shade  of  claret  that  show  better  than  any 
other  shade  of  the  same  colour  in  deep  pools.  I  will 
call  it  the  "  Panmure  Gordon,"  and  will  send  you  one 
for  the  Fishing  Gazette. — Yours  truly, 

Dahibl  O'Pee. 


SEA  PISHING  NEAR  FELIXSTOWE. 

Dear  Sir,— 1  have  taken  the  Fishing  Gazette  for 
some  years  past  and  always  take  the  greatest  interest 
in  the  sea  fishing  correspondence,  and  if  you  can  spare 
space  for  a  few  lines  from  Felixstowe  I  shall  be  glad. 

On  Sspt.  21  myself  and  friend.  Sergeant  Flood,  New 
Scotland  Yard,  fished  from  a  boat  in  Harwich  Har- 
bour and  had  a  day's  good  sport  with  whiting,  codling, 
eels,  dabs,  and  plaice.  Our  bag  was  weighed  by  Mr. 
Squirrel!,  pierman,  and  scaled  just  401b.  We  returned 
home  tired  but  well  content  with  the  day's  sport. 

Whiting  and  codling  are  in  abundance  just  off 
Felixstowe  beach,  but  unfortunately  the  saa  has  been 
rather  too  choppy  and  rough  to  venture  out  after 
them. — Yours  truly,  Jambs  Mobslby. 

Empire  House,  Felixstowe. 


TROUT  PISHING  IN  ICELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  want  to  get  some  sea  and  brown  trout 
fishing  in  Iceland  next  summer,  and  shall  be  glad  of 
information  on  the  subjsct  from  your  readers. 

A  friend  of  mine  fished  there  many  years  ago,  and 
had  splendid  sport,  practically  free  on  all  the  rivers 
he  visited.  Since  then,  however,  no  doubt  many 
rivers  are  rented  for  salmon  fishing  (which  would 
include  the  trout).  I  do  not  want  to  camp  out  if  it 
can  be  avoided. 

I  am  told  the  river  Dimi  at  Reykjavik  was  very 
good  for  sea-trout,  and  should  be  glad  to  know  if  it 
still  continues  so,  and  whether  free  or  otherwise,  and 
the  best  month. — Yours  truly,    "  Badger  Midge." 

[Our  correspondent  will  find  an  article  on  "Fishing 
in  Iceland"  in  this  issue. — Ed.] 


capture;  OF  A  FINE  THAMES  PIKE. 

Deab  Sir, — It  may  be  of  interest  to  your  readers  to 
hear  of  a  good  pike  caught  on  Tuesday  (Sept.  30)  at 
Buroot,  a  village  between  Clifton  Hampden  and  Day's 
Lock,  by  Morris,  head  gardener  to  Mr.  Higgins,  of 
Burcot,  on  live  bait  tackle. 

The  fish  measured  a  fraction  under  three  feet  six 
inches,  weighed  201b.  Soz.,  and,  a  somewhat  unusual 
thing  with  pike  of  this  size  and  weight,  was  as  perfect 
in  shape  as  one  of  SJlb. — quite  a  picture.  A  photo- 
graph of  it  has  been  taken  by  Mr.  Chambers,  of  the 
Stores,  Long  Wittenham,  and  it  is  hoped  .arrange- 
ments will  be  made  for  having  this  fine  specimen  of 
an  Upper  Thames  pike  set  up. 

Morris  is  a  member  of  the  Abingdon  Angling  Associa- 
tion, and  has,  of  course,  weighed  it  in  for  competition. 
He  also  had  two  other  fish  during  the  week — one  on 
Sept.  24  weighing  101b.  lOoz.,  and  one  on  the  23th 
41b.  9oz. — Yours  faithfully,  Abingdonian. 


RE  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION  CHALLENGE 
SHIELD. 

Deab  Sib, — ka  president  of  the!,True  Caledonian 
Angling  Society  I  would  like  to  give  my  experience  of 
the  match  fished  between  the  above-named  club  and 
Eagle  Angling  Society,  Tottenham. 

Having  the  choice  of  water,  we  arranged  for  Ship- 
lake,  but  the  referee  (Mr.  Gray)  decided  we  should 
alight  at  Wargrave,  which  necessitated  a  very  long 
walk  to  water  entirely  new  to  us. 

It  was  agreed  that  all  fish  should  be  weighed  in  at 
six  o'clock.  We  arrived  at  six  precisely,  and  our 
catch  outweighed  our  opponents  by  lib.  2oz.,  but  we 
were  astonished  to  be  informed  by  the  referee  {not 
our  opponents)  that  we  were  two  minutes  behind 
time  according  to  his  watch.  He  not  stating  that  W4 
were  to  go  by  that,  we  very  naturally  took  our  time 
by  the  Great  Western  Railway,  presuming  that  would 
be  correct. 

It  was  unanimously  agreed  by  all  anglers  present 
that  we  were  in  the  house  at  six  o'clock,  yet,  notwith- 
standing, we  were  disqualified  by  the  referee.  In  a 
case  of  such  straw  splitting,  competitions  of  this  kind 
are  a  farce. — Yours  truly,  H.  A.  Maish, 

President  T.C.A.8. 


COARSE  FISHING  WITHIN  THIRTY  MILES 
OF  MANCHESTER. 
Deab  Sir, — Would  any  of  your  readers  inform  ma 
as  to  where  I  can  obtain  a  good  day's  coarse  fishing 
within  thirty  miles  of  Manchester,  and  the  charge  for 
fishing  same  ? — Yours  respectfully, 

Beuinneb, 


October  11,  1902 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Spoet  with  the  Grayling  at  Tenbury  on 
THE  Tejie. 

The  "  Amateur  Angler  "  reports  that  sport  with 
the  Dove  grayling  has  been  very  poor  lately.  A 
Yorkshire  angler  who  called  on  me  the  other  day 
said  much  the  same  thing,  but  I  am  glad  to  hear 
from  Mr.  Hardeman,  of  the  Swan  at  Tenbury, 
that  good  sport  has  been  had  there.    He  says  : — 

"  The  weather  having  been  suitable  for  the 
grayling  fishing,  many  anglers  here  have  been 
successful  in  capturing  many  and  gooi  fish.  Mr. 
Carter,  staying  at  the  Swan  Hotel,  in  twenty-five 
days  has  caught  one  hundred  and  twenty-four 
grayling,  a  very  large  proportion  of  them  running 
up  to  lib.  in  weight.  To-day  (Oct.  7)  Captain 
Bartholomew,  from  the  barracks,  Dorchester, 
caught  sixteen  good  grayling  in  the  hotel  water, 
fishing  with  the  dry  fly.  The  grayling  in  this 
district  this  year  seem  to  be  more  numerous  and  of 
larger  size  than  for  some  years  past." 

The  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards 
Sea  Angling  Festiv.u:,. 
The  sea  angling  festival  which  is  to  be  held  on 
Nov.  1,  2,  and  3  at  Hastings  promises  to  be  a  very 
interesting  affair  and  likely  to  effect  its  object- 
namely,  to  make  the  sea.  fishing  and  other  attrac- 
tions of  Hastings  better  known.  Prom  the 
advertisement  in  the  Fialdng  Gazette  this  week  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  affair  is  being  well  supported, 
and  already  prizes  to  the  amount  of  over  £100  have 
been  secured ;  these  are  to  be  fished  for  from 
boats  and  from  the  two  piers.  Hastings  is  a 
charming  place,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  its  townsfolk 
are  so  enterprising. 


Dapping  with  Daddy-Long-Legs. 
One  of  our  Irish  subscribers  asks  for  any  informa- 
tion about  "Dapping  with  the  Daddy-Long-Legs 
Fly."  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  used  as  the  Drake 
b  used  on  Irish  loughs  it  would  kill  on  waters 
where  the  trout  take  this  fly.  In  this  country  it  is 
Med  chiefly  in  dapping  behind  bushes  for  chub. 


Geeen  Gut  for  Caep  Fishing. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Kelley,  of  Exeter,  who  has  had  much 
success  in  carp  fishing,  says  he  is  glad  to  see  the 
account  of  the  great  rod  carp  catch,  and  will  look 
for  fuller  details  with  interest.  He  sends  me  some 
gut  stained  a  green  colour.  I  should  guess  it  has 
been  done  in  green  baize  soup.  He  says  he  finds 
them  useful  in  circumventing  the  wary  carp. 


Knots  fok  Fastening  Cast  to  Reel-line. 
"  Deae  Mr.  Marston, — Since  writing  the  en- 
closed reply  to  your  note  my  current  Fishing 
Gazette  comes  to  hand.  For  over  twenty  years 
I've  used  nothing  but  the  knot  described  below, 
which  is  practically  Fig.  2  of  your  sketches,  with- 
out the  final  and  objectionable  knot.  (1)  Hold  gut 
loop  between  thumb  and  forefinger  of  right  hand. 
(2)  Hold  line-end,  similarly,  in  left  hand.  (3)  Push 
line  up  through  gut-loop,  and  now  hold  both 
together  in  left  hand.  (4)  "With  right  hand  draw 
more  line  through  the  gut-loop,  and  passing  line 
over  on  far  side  of  giit,  bring  it  round  underneath 
— over — and  form  a  loop  round  gut.  (5)  Pull  this 
loop  as  tight  as  possible — about  half-way  down  the 
gut  eye.    (6)  Draw  up,  and  jam. 


C    (top ) 

D    (^BOTTOM  j 


E  (top) 


"  I've  killed  hundreds  of  trout  and  grayling  (trout 
up  to  31b.  on  weeds  !),  sea-trout,  salmon,  and  heavy 
pike,  but  never  used  any  other  fastening.  It's 
absolutely  safe  (if  drawn  tight),  and  as  neat  as 
we're  likely  to  get  it.  If  it  has  a  drawback  it  is 
the  difficulty  of  untying  when  wet,  but  a  little 
patience  and  experience  soon  manage  this.  My 
fishing  chums  (Mr.  Jno.  Kidd,  of  Pateley  Bridge, 
and  Mr.  Frank  Clark,  of  Dalton)  have  a  precisely 
similar  experience  to  mine.  Such  a  thing  as  the 
knot  '  drawing '  we've  never  even  thought  of,  much 
less  known. — Yours  very  sincerely, 

"W.  H.  Peaesall. 

"  P.S. — Don't  fail  to  try  Windermere  some  time 
next  April." 

I  shall  hope  to  do  so. 

Sportive  Items. 
"  I  have  seen  a  very  young  lady  cricketer  throw 
a  ball  sixty-four  yards,  which  disproves  the  vulgar 
error  that  girls  are  constitutionally  incapable  of 
throwing.  They  throw  very  straight,  if  not  quite 
so  far  as  athletes  of  the  other  sex.  The  same 
sportswoman  frankly  admitted  that  she  was  out 


l.b.w. — an  example  too  little  imitated  even  by  the 
best  cricketers.  They  are  probably  out  much  more 
frequently  than  they  are  given  out.  Another 
sportive  item  may  be  added.  Sea-trout,  in  Mull, 
take  the  spent  gnat  in  August.  They  can  never 
have  seen  the  spent  gnat  (or  straddle-bug),  and  it 
follows  that  any  bunch  of  feathers  will  serve  the 
turn." — Andrew  Lang  in  Longmann'  Magazine  for 
October. 

What  a  place  for  a  duffer  Mull  must  be  I 
A  Fact. 

Here  is  a  good  story  from  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod : — 
"  Dear  Maeston, — I  heard  a  story  last  evening 

which  I  fancy  is  too  good  to  be  placed  imder  a 

bushel. 

"  A  swell  who  had  just  arrived  at  the  Braemar 
Hotel  (the  sort  of  man  who  '  does  '  everything  and 
Jinnws  nothing  about  sport)  had  heard  one  sports- 
man say  to  the  other  something  about  the  salmon 
'  running  '  at  present.  '  Ha  !  I  must  see  this,'  he 
thought.  Presently  he  was  heard  shouting  in  the 
hall,  '  Landlord  1  I  say,  when  do  the  salmon  start 
running  to-day  ?  '  And  the  landlord,  equal  to  the 
occasion,  was  heard  to  answer  gravely,  '  At  one- 
thirty,  sir  I ' — Yours  truly,  "  E.  M.  Tod." 


Oeigin  of  Split-cane  Rods. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Williams,  of  Messrs.  F.  T.  Williams 
and  Co.,  Great  Queen-street,  the  well-known  fishtog- 
rod  and  tackle-makers,  writes  with  reference  to  the 
case  of  rods  and  tackle  from  the  1851  exhibition, 
which  he  has  on  show  for  sale,  as  follows  : — 

"  Deae  Sir, — I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  you 
for  your  kindness  in  [mentioning  our  relic  of  the 
1851  exhibition.  A  propos  of  your  mentioning 
C.  Irwin  (Irving)  as  a  split-cane  rod-maker,  I  ha\  e 
often  thought  it  would  prove  interesting  to  find  the 
earliest  split-cane  rod  and  its  first  maker,  but  have 
never  come  'across  any  previous  to  Aldred's  time, 
although  I  learn  from  one  of  our  old  hands,  now 
seventy-six,  that  when  twelve  years  old  and  working 
at  Ustonson's,  fishing-tackle  maker.  Fleet-street, 
comer  of  Bell-yard,  a  professional  rod-maker 
known  as  Jos  Clarke,  or  Clark,  was  credited  with 
being  the  original  maker  in  those  days — he  being 
dead  some  time  previous — his  son,  Joe  Clarke,  in 
latter  days  keeping  a  shop  in  St.  John's-lane — so 
that  the  first  split-cane  rod  must  have  been  made 
close  on  one  hundred  years  ago,  as  I  understand 
Ustonson's  were  established  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years,  and  had  a  large  trade  with  gentlemen  fish- 
ing in  India,  so  probably  these  would  be  the  first 
makers,  from  customers  bringing  the  jungle  cane 
home,  of  which  material  they  were  then  made  in 
four  sections.  I  would  like  to  know  if  you  have 
seen  or  heard  of  any  of  these  early  split-cane  rods. 
I  was  told  by  one  of  the  Blacker' s  that  they  made  a 
split-cane  rod  for  the  '  Iron  Duke.'  I  just  mention 
the  above  as,  perhaps,  from  the  collections  and 
writings  you  get  from  all  parts,  some  day  or  the 
other  it  may  be  useful." 

I  have  had  some  references  to  early  split-cane 
rod  work  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  within  the  last 
two  or  three  years,  from  which  it  is  evident  these 
rods  were  first  made  some  time  in  the  forties  of 
last  century  and  in  England.  There  is  an  adver- 
tisement of  CJstonson  in  one  of  Hawkins'  editions 
of  "  Walton  "  ;  I  think  about  1750  or  so. 


Spoet  on  the  River  Itchen — Season  1902. 

Mr.  E.  Valentine  Corrie  sends  me  this  very  satis- 
factory note  : — "  The  past  season  has  been  in  every 
way  satisfactory,  giving  plenty  of  trout,  good  rises 
of  fly,  and  nice  fishing  weather.  Above  Shawford, 
right  away  up  to  the  sources  of  the  river,  most 
reaches  have  fished  well  and  exceptionally  good 
baskets  have  been  taken. 

"  The  best  day  I  know  of  accounted  for  twelve 
and  a  half  brace  landed  by  one  rod  ;  of  this  number 
nine  and  a  half  brace,  averaging  l^lb.  per  fish,  were 
retained — indeed  a  lovely  lot  of  trout  of  perfect 
shape  and  colour.  A  good  deal  of  restocking  was 
done  during  December  and  January  last,  and  the 
young  trout  turned  down  are  growing  very  fast, 
promising  well  for  future  sport.  This  season's 
record  here  for  five  days'  fishiog  is  seventy-five 
trout  landed ;  sixty  of  these  fish  were  retained  and 
averaged  close  upon  l^lb. 

"As  is  usual  on  the  Itchen,  most  fish  were 
taken  during  the  earlier  months  of  the  season,  but 
the  Fishing  Diary  for  1902  is  free  from  blanks, 
except  a  few  scored  against  impractised  hands." 


250 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


October  11,  1902 


SALMONID.E  FROM  THE  EdEN. 

An  Eden  angler  wTites'again :  — 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  am  very  much  obliged  for  your 
prompt  reply  to  my  letter  re  young  salmon,  and 
for  the  trouble  you  have  taken  in  forwarding  the 
fish  to  the  British  Museum.  Possibly  you  may 
think  the  matter  worthy  a  note  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  as  fish  similar  to  those  sent  you  are  taken 
freely  and  retained  by  all  the  anglers  in  the  Eden 
that  I  met  this  summer,  and  probably  many 
hundreds  are  thus  destroyed  every  season.  They 
are  wonderfully  good  eating  either  fried  or  potted, 
and  it  may  be  on  that  account  that  the  local 
fishermen  refuse  to  believe  that  they  are  samlets." 

To  make  quite  sure  I  sent  the  fish  to  Mr.  G.  A. 
Boulenger,  F.R.S.,  of  the  Natural  History  Depart- 
ment of  the  British  Museum,  and  he  says,  "  There 
can  be  no  question  as  to  the  correct  identification 
of  the  young  Salmo  solar." 

With  reference  to  this  matter,  Mr.  George 
Rooper,  the  well-known  angler  and  angling  author, 
writes  to  me  as  follows : — 

"  My  Dear  Marston, — It  is  a  bold  thing  to 
differ  with  you  on  a  fishing  subject,  but  I  venture 
to  think  that  in  your  answer  to  an  Eden 
fisherman's  inquiry  you  are  in  error.  I  send  you 
a  copy  of  my  '  Autobiography  of  a  Salmon  ' ;  do 
read  the  turned  down  page." 

This  is  the  part  Mr.  Rooper  refers  to  where  the 
samlet,  which  has  been  thrown  back  by  the  angler, 
is  supposed  to  hear  this  conversation  : — 

"  Although  too  weak  to  move  I  retained  my 
senses,  and  heard  the  younger  man  say  to  his 
companion — 

"  '  Why,  John,  what  made  you  throw  that  poor 
little  dead  beast  into  the  water  again  ?  ' 

"  '  'Deed,'  was  the  reply.  '  Yon  beastie's  just  a 
smolt,  an'  there's  a  fine  for  killing  sic  like.' 

"  '  But  you  killed  a  parr  just  now  ?  ' 

"'Ay.' 

"  '  But  you  call  this  a  parr '? ' 
"  '  'Deed,  an'  it's  the  fau't  of  those  who  gie  the 
same  name  to  twa  different  fishes.' 
"  '  What  do  you  mean  ?  ' 

"  '  A  mean  that  there's  a  wee  fish  ye  killed  just 
noo  ca'ed  "the  parr,"  an'  it's  a  fish  of  itself,  an' 
has  melt  an'  roe  as  ilka  ither  fish  has,  an'  ye'll 
find  it  in  rivers  an'  burns,  an'  abune  waterfalls,  an' 
in  mountain  tarns,  where  no  saumon  ever  yet  was 
seen  or  could  get,  an'  it's  streekit  an'  barred  all 
the  same  as  the  young  saumon  parr :  and  its  just 
the  confusion  of  ca'ing  the  twa  by  the  ae  name 
that's  raised  a'  the  fash  that's  made  about  the 
"  edentity,"  as  they  ca'  it,  of  the  parr  with  the 
young  saumon.' 

"  '  Then  you  believe  that  the  parr  is  not  the 
young  of  the  salmon  ?  ' 

"  'If  ye  ca'  the  young  saumon  the  parr,  the  parr 
is  the  young  saumon  ;  but  there's  anither  parr  that 
has  a  better  right  to  the  name,  an'  it's  a  pity  that 
twa  fish  should  be  bund  to  hae  but  ae  name  betwixt 
them.' " 

Mr.  George  Rooper  adds  this  note : — 
"  I  have  opened  hundreds  of  the  hum  parr, 
Salmo  aalntulus,  male  and  female.  I  have  seen 
them  on  their  spawning  beds,  and  taken  them  out 
of  burns  where  salmon  never  yet  ascended,  nor 
could  by  possibility  ascend.  I  have  baited  books 
with  the  tough  little  beggars,  and  released  them 
alive  after  they  had  towed  a  trimmer  for  six  hours 
about  a  loch ;  the  salmon  parr  being  as  soft  as  a 
pat  of  butter,  and  endowed  with  about  as  much 
power  of  sustaining  hardships.  Doubtless  the 
young  salmon  is  a  parr,  but  a  parr  is  not  always  the 
young  salmon." 

I  should  be  very  sorry  for  anyone  to  think  I 
thought  myself  infallible  on  any  fishing  subject, 
and  I  gladly  give  Mr.  Rooper's  letter,  which 
deserves  the  greatest  consideration.  I  asked  Mr. 
Boulenger  to  be  good  enough  to  open  the  fish  I 
had  sent,  and  mentioned  that  it  was  held  on  the 
Eden  that  these  fish  were  not  salmon  because  they 
were  found  with  eggs  and  milt.    He  says : — 

"  Dp;ar  Mr.  Marston, — Both  the  Eden  samlets 
have  large  testes,  which  do</3  not  mean  that  they 
are  able  to  breed.  You  must  ask  your  corre- 
spondent to  send  us  some  with  ova,  but  they  will 
probably  prove  to  be  trout.  The  specimens  sent 
the  other  day  are  young  Salmo  salar. — Yours 
sincerely,  "  G.  A.  Boulenoer." 

In  another  communication  Mr.  Boulenger  says : 
"  Both  are  salar  males  with  railt." 
I  confess  that  Mr.  Boulenger's  statement  that 


both  the  fish  have  large  testes  with  railt  is  difficult 
to  reconcile  with  the  further  statement  "  which 
does  not  mean  that  they  are  able  to  breed."  I 
should  have  thought  that  it  did. 

The  eggs  of  a  201b.  salmon  have  been  artificially 
fertilised  with  the  milt  of  a  very  small  trout,  and  I 
think  it  is  probable  that  this  crossing  takes  place 
in  nature  occasionally,  and  that  a  fish  which  is 
neither  trout  nor  salmon,  but  a  cross,  is  the  result. 

I  remember  many  years  ago  sending  the  late 
Dr.  Francis  Day  some  small  fish  which  the  sender 
thought  were  not  samlets ;  but  Dr.  Day  said  they 
were,  and  I  thought  so  also.       R.  B.  Marston. 


FISHING  AT  SOUTHWOLD. 


Much  has  been  written  of  the  rivers  and  broads 
of  Norfolk,  but  very  little  of  "  sleepy  "  Suffolk  has 
been  dealt  with  from  a  piscatorial  point  of  view ; 
and  I  do  not  remember  having  ever  read  anything 
concerning  the  fishing  at  Southwold,  which  is  a 
small  seaside  resort  holding  about  2000  inhabitants 
and  within  thirteen  miles  of  Lowestoft. 

Few  people  have  been  to  this  quaint,  old- 
fashioned,  but  bracing  place,  and  the  reason  is 
probably  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  it  is  not  on 
the  main  line  to  the  series  of  exhilarating  places  on 
the  Great  Eastern  Railway.  To  reach  Southwold 
one  must  change  at  Halesworth  and  proceed  to 
the  coast  by  one  of  the  old-world  trains  on  the 
branch  line.  The  carriages  on  the  Southwold 
Railway  are  similar  to  tram-cars,  and  are  often  the 
cause  of  wonderment  to  those  who  see  them  waiting 
for  their  complement  of  passengers  in  the  siding  at 
Halesworth.  Once  on  the  branch  line  we  travel 
at  a  slow,  old-fashioned  pace  characteristic  with 
the  villages  through  which  one  passes.  The  whole 
distance  is  only  thirteen  miles  from  Halesworth, 
and  excepting  Southwold  itself  every  sign  is  of  the 
sleepy  Suffolk  nature,  the  railway  stations  being 
about  the  most  primitive  in  the  country. 

It  seems  natural  that  in  such  an  out-of-the-way 
place  some  fishing  is  to  be  found  which  has  not  yet 
been  depleted  by  numerous  anglers,  and  it  may  be 
worth  while  to  state  a  few  details  concerning  South- 
wold itself.  Standing  boldly  on  a  high  cliff  over- 
lookingithe  sea,  there  is  every  chance  of  the  visitor 
getting  a  full  breeze  from  the  German  Ocean.  From 
the  last  week  in  August,  and  during  September  and 
October,  the  sea  fishing  is  particularly  good  from 
the  pier,  but  earlier  in  the  year  it  is  almost  useless 
to  try  the  sea  fishing,  except  by  going  well  out  into 
"  Sole  Bay."  The  shore  is  a  mixture  of  sand  and 
shingle,  the  town  itself  being  scrupulously  clean 
and  studded  with  small  greens.  The  coarse  fishing 
in  the  immediate  locality  of  the  town  is  of  very 
little  account,  though  a  few  roach  are  to  be  had 
from  the  drains  near  Blackshore,  better  sport  being 
obtained  in  winter  than  in  the  summer.  The  river 
Blyth,  which  empties  itself  into  the  sea  at  Walbers- 
wick  (one  mile  from  Southwold),  is  not  worth 
fishing  at  this  point  except  for  eels,  so  that  the 
angler  in  search  of  good  roach  fishing  must  go  by 
train  to  Wenhaston  Station.  Here  the  Blyth  is 
narrow,  and  in  many  parts  is  much  overgrown  by 
weeds,  as  all  traffic,  except  for  a  small  boat  or  two, 
has  been  stopped  on  this  part  of  the  river  for  seven 
or  eight  years,  and  the  locks  are  now  out  of  repair. 

The  fishing  on  the  Blyth  was  once  free,  but,  as 
in  many  other  parts  of  the  country,  the  value  of 
water  holding  fish  is  soon  recognised,  and  a 
nominal  charge  of  one  shilling  a  day  has  now  to 
be  paid  before  fishing  the  Blyth.  Tickets  are  to 
be  had  of  Mr.  H.  A.  Wright,  the  station-master  at 
Wenhaston,  and  there  is  very  fair  fishing  just 
outside  the  station.  Better  sport  is  to  be  had, 
however,  by  proceeding  along  the  river  bank  to  the 
mill,  though  a  better  way  to  reach  it  is  by  road. 
Turning  out  of  the  station  by  the  left,  and  by 
taking  the  first  turning  on  the  right,  there  is  a 
straight  gwalk  to  the  mill,  a  mile  and  a  quarter 
away,  through  very  pretty  old-fashioned  scenery, 
picked  out  in  patches  of  honeysuckle  and  other 
wild  flowers,  and  an  abundant  display  of  heather  and 
poppies.  The  flour-mill  is  kept  by  a  jovial  Suffolk 
farmer  named  Long,  who  will  readily  show  the 
angler  where  the  best  fish  are  to  be  had.  He  will 
also  lend  his  boat  sometimes,  and  his  wife,  if  not 
too  busy,  may  be  reckoned  upon  for  a  cup  of  tea 
and  home-made  cake.  In  regard  to  the  places  to 
fish,  one  can  try  in  the  lock,  or  in  the  deep 
hole  near  the  railway  bridge,  also  in  the  meadow 
attached  to  the  mill.  In  the  summer  one  can 
usually  get  sixty  good-sized  roach  in  a  day's 


fishing,  but  better  sport  is  had  in  the  winter  by 
fishing  the  deep  holes  and  eddies.  As  much  as 
601b.  of  fish  have  been  caught  in  a  day's  fishing, 
and  I  heard  that  roach  of  21b.  are  often  met  with. 
I'ive  years  ago  a  alb.  roach  was  taken  from  this 
water.  The  pike  are  few  and  do  not  run  large,  the 
best  fish  caught  lately  only  scaling  91b.  There  is 
also  good  roach  fishing  at  Blythburgh,  which  ia 
five  and  three  quarter  miles  by  train  from  South- 
wold. Potters  Bridge  is  another  place,  about  two 
miles  by  road  from  Southwold,  which  is  much 
patronised,  but  the  fishing  is  not  so  good  as  at 
Wenhaston.  At  Frostenden  Hall,  Mr.  Allen  will 
sometimes  give  permission  to  fish,  but  the  fish  are 
small.  They  consist  principally  of  roach  and  rudd, 
but  there  are  also  large  tench  in  the  ponds. 

F.  H.  Amphlett. 


TEOUT  FISHING  AB  OVO. 
By  James  Conway, 
Author  of  "  Forays  among  Salmon  and  Deer,"  etc, 

(Continued  from  page  236.) 
CHAPTER  11— continued. 

Refreshed  by  a  meal,  we  sallied  forth  from 
the  Izaak  Walton,  rod  in  hand ;  there  had  been, 
as  we  expected,  rain  in  the  hills,  the  Dove  was 
in  more  than  moderate  flood,  and  our  hopes 
rose  high.  Through  that  marvellous  scenery — for 
Dovedale  is  unlike  anything  of  the  kind  within 
my  knowledge,  even  after  the  wanderings  of  many 
years  and  in  many  lands — we  slowly  made  our 
way,  taking  in  the  ever  varying  prospect  around 
and  above  us.  Bent  on  fishing,  I  was  yet 
almost  spellbound  by  the  beetling  cliffs  split  into 
spire-like  pinnacles ;  below  them  "  crags,  rocks, 
and  knolls  confusedly  hurled,  the  refuse  of  an 
early  world,"  their  faces  here  and  there  "pitted" 
with  "holes"  and  "caverns,"  or  gashed  with 
deep,  dark  fissures,  or  clothed  with  gnarled  and 
stunted  oak-scrub  and  hazel,  or  gracefully  hanging 
birch,  with  silvery  bark.  The  swollen  river,  at  the 
entrance  to  the  vale,  fought  its  way  through  a 
sort  of  narrow  gullet,  between  lofty  and  grim  con- 
tracting rocks,  which  nearly  barred  the  passage; 
then  opened  into  lengthy  pools  ;  then  narrowed  to 
a  steep  and  rocky  channel,  a  sort  of  ladder  of 
shelving  steps ;  then  once  more  widened  to  the 
smooth  expanse  of  a  lakelet.  My  father  took  the 
lead,  having  picked  out  for  me,  from  my  fly  book,  a 
brightish  fly,  with  blue  jay  feather,  and  mallard 
grey,  and  gold-tinselled  body  ;  no  drop  fly  to  be 
used,  lest  entanglement  should  occur  in  the  swirls 
among  rocks  of  the  river  bed. 

Not  long  after  our  start  my  companion  drew  my 
attention  to  my  father,  who  was  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  ahead  of  us,  and  I  saw  that  his  rod  was 
bent,  his  line  taut,  and  he  was  evidently  in  deadly 
combat  with  a  foe  not  unworthy  of  his  tackle.  I 
suggested  to  my  friend  to  go  to  his  assistance,  which 
he  did.  I  was  myself  casting  about  a  widish  pool 
into  which  the  stream  was  tumbling  like  a  mill- 
race  at  the  upper,  narrower,  rocky  end.  Before 
my  friend  had  reached  my  father,  just  to  the  left 
of  the  dancing  foam  in  a  backwater  under  a  black 
overhanging  rock  there  was  a  sudden  swirl  as  my 
fly  dropped  into  it.  It  did  not  rest  a  moment  on 
the  surface,  but  was  at  once  carried  down  below, 
and  I  soon  felt  my  rod  quiver  as  an  electric  shock 
passed  from  the  "  hook  at  one  end  of  the  line  "  to 
the  "  fool  at  the  other,"  and  I  knew  that  I  was 
into  a  good  fish.  He  quickly  took  out  some  feet 
of  line  from  the  reel,  but  the  current  also  was  so 
strong  upon  the  line  that  I  could  not  make  out 
exactly  where  the  fish  was,  when  he  suddenly 
sprang  out  of  the  water  much  nearer  to  me  than 
where  the  line  was  at  the  surface,  although  I  saw 
it  still  attached  to  his  mouth  while  he  was  in  the 
air.  I  wound  up  slowly  and  got  the  line  gradually 
straight,  and  then  was  able  to  deal  with  him.  He 
looked  to  be  fully  a  two-pounder,  and  I  resolved  to 
play  him  most  carefully  as  he  dashed  across  the 
pool  backwards  and  forwards.  I  was  forced  to  give 
line  occasionally,  but  dealt  it  out  with  unrelenting 
niggardliness,  though  admiring  the  while  the  brave 
fight  which  he  was  making.  I  cast  a  hasty  glance 
towards  my  father,  and  saw  that  with  the  help  ot 
my  friend  he  was  just  landing  a  fish.  I  whistled 
to  draw  my  friend's  attention,  but  it  could  not  be 
heard  above  the  strong  sound  of  the  torrent.  I 
played  that  fish  fully  five  minutes  before  he  showed 
any  signs  of  yielding.  He  tried  to  bury  his  nose  in 
the  rocky  bed  of  the  gtvpam,  to  rub  it  against  the 
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rocks  at  the  pool  side,  to  make  a  dart  in  a  fresh 
direction,  and  when  the  line  was  slack  to  strike  at 
it  with  his  tail,  but  in  vain,  and  he  gradually  bowed 
io  the  inevitable.  I  now  gave  a  glance  towards 
my  friend.  He  had  seen  my  difficulty,  and  I  saw 
him  coming  to  aid.  Just  as  he  reached  me  the 
fish  was  kicking  himself  out  of  the  shallows  into 
which  I  had  coaxed  him,  and  with  a  rush  my  friend 
seized  him  and  threw  him  several  feet  beyond  the 
bank.  I  judged  him  to  weigh  fully  21b.,  and  a 
beautifully  marked  fish  he  was.  I  shall  not  go 
farther  into  detail.  My  father  records  that  that 
afternoon  he  landed  "  five  and  a  halt  brace — none 
under  ^Ib.,  a  couple  over  21b.,  and  the  rest  between." 
My  own  basket  was  "three  brace — the  first  a  two- 
pounder,  the  rest  from  Jib.  to  Ijlb.,"  roughly 
calculated. 

This  was  our  one  success  in  that  my  first  expedi- 
tion to  Derbyshire  waters.  It  all  turned  on  the 
timely  rain  of  the  previous  night,  and  although  in 
later  years  I  have  often  fished  those  waters  I  never 
succeeded  in  matching  my  father's  basket^  of  that 
day. 

"We  worked  our  way  "on,  slowly  and  appreciatively, 
through  the  charms  of  Dovedale  with  their  wondrous 
diversity,  and  reached  in  the  cool  evening  what 
may  be  called  the  head  of  the  dale — the  old- 
fashioned  town  of  Hartington.  We  were  to  pass 
the  night  there,  and  next  day  to  go  on  by  coach 
to  Buxton,  and  after  spending  a  day  there  start 
homewards.  My  friend  made  two  or  three  sketches 
of  the  old  gabled  houses  roughly  constructed  of  the 
native  rock,  and  standing  haphazard  at  all  sorts  of 
irregular  angles.  We  talked  and  thought  over  the 
day's  achievements,  and  before  retiring  to  rest  I 
spouted  from  memory  a  stanza  from  some  lines 
written  by  a  relative  of  a  schoolfellow,  giving  to 
them  just  then  a  special  significance  of  my  own  : — 

Adieu  to  the  banks  of  the  Dove  I 

My  happiest  moments  are  flown, 

I  shall  leave  the  retreats  that  I  love 

For  scenes  far  away  and  unknown  ; 

But  wherever  my  lot  may  be  cist, 

Whatever  my  fortune  may  prove, 

I  shall  think  of  the  days  that  are  past, 

I  shall  sigh  for  the  banks  of  the  Dove. 

And  to  that  one  of  my  earliest  loves  I  have  been — 
through  many  varying  scenes  and  far  more  suc- 
cessful piscatorial  accomplishments — fairly  faithf  <.l. 
Pleasant  memories,  0  Dove !  still  festoon  the  mental 
niche  in  which  thou  art  enshrined. 

On  Buxton  (whose  very  name,  Buckstone,  tells 
of  the  former  forest  where  once  the  wide-antlered 
stag  roamed  at  his  own  sweet  will),  with  its  fine 
"  crescent,"  its  beautiful  shops,  teeming  with  tempt- 
ing wares  made  from  the  crystals  and  rocks  of  the 
neighbourhood,  its  thermal  baths,  its  beautiful 
public  gardens,  its  grottoes  and  caverns,  I  shall 
not  dwell.  They  are,  or  may  be,  known  to  all. 
But  to  the  angler  I  would  say  :  If  you  go  there 
as  to  headquarters  for  fishing  excursions,  do  not 
indulge  in  too  sangniae  anticipations  of  the  sport 
to  be  obtained.  At  best,  of  course,  it  must  be 
always  "  a  chapter  of  accidents."  The  one  con- 
dition, "  weather  permitting,"  must  never  be 
omitted  from  your  calculations.  But  as  years  go 
on,  and  railways  pour  their  ever-increasing  freights 
of  trippers  into  the  most  retired  nooks  of  our  land, 
the  most  hallowed  haunts  of  the  true  lover  of 
Nature  are  desecrated,  and  wanton  waste  and 
reckless  havoc  are  ruthlessly  perpetrated  on  all 
Bides.  The  habitats  of  rare  plants  are  rifled  of  their 
charms,  fern  and  flower  which  would  afford  infinite 
delight  to  the  botanist  are  plucked  up  by  the  roots 
often  from  sheer  ignorance,  and  even  thrown  away, 
unused,  to  die  ;  while  the  streams,  once  prolific  in 
produce,  and  yielding  to  the|  fisherman  an  endless 
source  of  enjoyment,  are  made  barren,  or  their 
finny  denizens  so  scared  that  in  vain  the  fly  is  cast 
on  the  water  if  human  shadow  has  fallen  upon  it. 

Still,  if  the  angler  combines  with  his  piscatorial 
attainments  a  love  of  the  beautiful  in  Nature  and 
an  interest  in  antiquities,  I  know  of  no  region  so 
rich  in  attractions  as  these  "  Dales  of  Derby  "  in 
their  marvellous  variety  -  winding  rivers  traversing 
wooded  or  rocky  dells,  and  the  richest  of  meadows, 
with  long  reaches  of  wild  wind-swept  moors  above  ; 
the  sweetest  of  peaceful  pastoral  prospects,  varied 
by  the  most  rugged  mirnic-alpine  crag  and  precipice ; 
ancient  castles  crowning  heights,  where"  Deep  and 
low  the  hamlets  lie  " ;  venerable  mansions  with 
their  varied  charms  ;  fine,  or  quamt,  old  churches 

ith  storeyed  monuments,  and  other  treasures; 
f  ^nic  Btones,  or  Druidical-circles,  or  Roman  scarp- 
rnents;  caverns  of  stalactite,  caskets  of  "geologic 


jewels."  "  Have  you  seen  Dovedale  ?  "  says  B,yron 
in  a  letter  to  Tom  Moore.  "  There  are  some  scenes 
equal  to  any  in  Switzerland."  And  Moore  himself 
afterwards  took  up  his  abode  in  these  parts,  where 
"  By  turns  'tis  soft,  by  turns  'tis  wild,"  and  where 
among  the  sequestered  villages  still  linger  old- 
time  customs,  such  as  the  religious  service  of 
"  Dressing  the  Well "  at  Tissington,  and  where 
many  a  height,  or  hollow,  has  its  old  tradition. 
Truly  the  angler  has  the  pick  of  Nature's  most 
beauteous  features,  but  nowhere  more  so  than  in 
the  lone  and  peaceful  "  Dales  of  Derby."  Let  him 
only  once  try  them,  and  he  will  be  ready  to 
exclaim,  with  J^neas  of  old,  "  Hwo  olim  meminisse 
juvabit." 

{To  be  continued.) 


SOME  FAVOUEITB  MEDWAY 
SWIMS. 


I  WAS  very  much  interested  in  an  article  on 
angling  in  the  Black  Hole  at  Teston,  on  the 
Medway,  which  appeared  a  week  or  two  back  in 
the  FisJdng  Gazette,  and  it  has  occurred  to  me 
that  the  writer  and  many  readers  would  be  pleased 
to  see  a  few  views  of  the  pretty  Kentish  stream. 

Good  swims  are  by  no  means  confined  to 
the  Black  Hole  and  adjacent  waters.    There  are 


some  good  "  shops  "  just  below  Barming  Bridge 
(nearest  station  East  Farleigh),  and  East  Farleigh 
Weir  pool  is  as  good  as  ever  it  was.  Teston  is  as 
good  below  as  it  is  above  in  the  direction  of  the 
Black  Hole.  Wateringbury  is  well  known  to  most 
London  anglers ;  but  higher  up  the  river  several 
capital  swims  are  situate  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Stonham  lock,  and  still  further  up  at  Sluice  Weir 
lock.  Indeed,  the  latter  is  one  of  the  surest 
pitches  just  now.  It  is  not  far  from  East  Peckham, 
the  nearest  railway  station  being  Yalding. 

I  cannot  too  strongly  emphasise  the  importance 
of  fishing  well  on  the  bottom  when  angling  in  the 
Medway  ;  in  certain  swims  a  tripping  bait  may  be 
used,  but  for  the  most  part  the  Medway  is  sluggish 
— there  is  hardly  any  current  perceptible  in  some 
of  the  best  swims — and  the  fish  are  got  right  off 
the  bottom.  Guard  against  an  over-baited  swim ; 
rather  fish  close  alongside  it  than  right  in  it.  The 
sluggishness  of  the  river  already  referred  to  permits 
of  the  several  baitings  lying  on  the  bottom  and 
becoming  stale,  a  condition  of  affairs  that  inevit- 
ably results  in  driving  the  fish  away.  I  have  met 
with  most  success  when  I  have  baited  up  a  new 
shop ;  as  soon  as  the  bottom  becomes  stale  the 
swim  is  no  longer  of  any  use.  This  I  believe  to 
be  the  great  reason  why  swims  in  the  Medway 
provide  good  sport  for  only  a  short  time. 

October  is  a  capital  month  for  roach  fishing  in 
the  Medway,  and  the  best  hook  bait  I  know  of  is 


boiled  wheat.  And  do  not  forget  that  the  Medway 
holds  a  good  store  of  heavy  pike  ;  there  are  plenty 
of  fish  running  up  to  201b.,  'and  not  a  few  well 
above  that  weight.  It  has  not  fallen  to  my 
fortune  ever  to  get  a  really  big  fish  from  the 
Medway,  but  I  have  been  present  at,  and  assisted 
in,  the  capture  of  many.  Pike-fishing  is  very 
uncertain  in  the  river,  but  this  does  not  occur 
through  want  of  fish.  If  you  are  fortunate  enough 
to  be  at  it  when  the  fish  come  on  the  feed  you  will 
have  cause  to  remember  the  experience,  as  I  have 
had.  E.  S.  S. 


THE  USES  OF  LAKES. 


Sir  Francis  Bacon  was  all  against  having  pools 
in  a  garden  as  "  they  breed  flies  and  frogs." 
Superfine  people  improved  on  this,  and  went  on 
to  criticise  the  artificial  lakes  made  to  add  to  the 
scenery  in  parks  and  near  country  houses  of  the 
higher  magnitudes.  Some  said  they  were  "  sham 
lakes,"  a  phrase  very  much  in  vogue  about  the 
time  that  the  "  romantic "  novel  was  in  greatest 
favour.  Others  cried  out  against  their  expense,  and 
said  they  were  of  no  use ;  others  that  the  water 
was  stagnant,  and  that  the  mud  accumulated  and 
smelt  unpleasant.  Some  even  drained  the  lakes 
which  their  ancestors  had  made,  and  planted  flower- 


beds and  gardens  on  the  sites.  Yet  they  continue 
to  be  made,  and  it  is  quite  impossible  to  fill  their 
place  in  landscape  with  any  adequate  substitute. 
At  the  same  time,  the  old  lakes  grow  prettier  and 
more  natural  every  year,  their  use  and  management 
are  much  better  understood,  and  in  a  summer  like 
the  present  many  of  them  are  the  most  delightful 
additions  of  all  the  amenities  which  surround  a 
beautiful  old  English  house. 

More  than  a  century  ago  one  of  Lord  North's 
family,  then  and  now  settled  in  Suffolk,  published 
in  the  "Annals  of  Agriculture  "  an  essay  on  the 
usefulness,  beauty,  and  proper  maintenance  of 
moats,  a  common  addition  to  East  Angliarn  houses. 
All  that  he  says  in  praise  of  moats  can  be  said, 
with  much  besides,  in  praise  of  lakes.  The  larger 
and  deeper  the  lake  the  better,  because  the  waters 
then  cleanse  themselves  and  never  go  foul,  while 
they  support  a  vastly  greater  quantity  of  fish-life. 
But  from  Virginia  Water,  the  largest  artificial  piece 
of  water  in  England,  to  the  meres  and  lakes  in 
ordinary  country  parks,  there  are  very  few  which 
are  not  the  most  attractive  spots  on  the  estates 
which  they  adorn. 

Their  practical  use  is  very  considerable,  and  might 
be  guessed  from  the  fact  that  om-  ancestors,  long 
before  the  days  of  ornamental  gardening,  made 
lakes.  They  were  not  usually  of  great  size,  and 
most  were  more  of  the  class  of  ponds.  But  the 
monks  at  Beaulieu  made  a  very  fine  lake  just  above 
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their  Abbey,  damming  up  the  river  at  the  head  of 
the  tidal  waters,  and  converting  it  into  a  beautiful 
mere,  which  was  doubly  useful,  both  to  supply  the 
water-mill  and  as  a  great  reservoir  for  fish.  Lakes 
act  at  once  as  part  of  the  drainage  system  for  rain- 
fall on  an  estate,  and  as  a  most  valuable  source  of 
water  supply  in  a  series  of  dry  summers  such  as 
has  been  experienced  lately.  Millions  of  gallons 
are  stored  in  them,  where,  with  trees  round  and 
quantities  of  water  plants  on  the  sides  and  surface, 
evaporation  is  at  a  minimum,  and  the  loss  is  often 
partly  restored  by  the  drip  from  the  trees  in  dews 
and  fogs.  In  hundreds  of  cases  cattle  have  been 
brought  from  different  and  distant  parts  of  the 
estate,  or  from  adjacent  farms,  and  put  into  parks 
where  a  fine  lake  lies  that  the  beasts  might  have 
water  easily  accessible  at  all  hours  of  the  day ;  and 
considerable  prices  have  been  paid  for  "  boarding 
them  out "  in  this  way.  Modern  pumps  and  water- 
riising  machinery  have  now  made  them  play  a  very 
important  part  in  house  supply  also,  though  not 
for  drinking  purposes,  as,  except  in  the  North,  the 
water  is  seldom  of  the  kind  suited  to  modern  ideas 
of  what  is  desirable  for  the  table.  But  the  supply 
for  the  fire-mains  and  tanks  and  for  cleaning  and 
gardening  is  now  usually  pumped  up  from  the  lake. 
It  forms  a  reserve  in  dry  seasons,  even  for  the 
house,  when  the  well  or  spring  falls  low,  and  it 
would  otherwise  be  necessary  to  economise  in  that 
ever-increasingly  used  article,  fresh  water.  They 
were  formerly,  and  in  some  cases  are,  and  will  be 
even  more  notably,  a  splendid  source  of  food  for  a 
house,  and  of  varied  and  interesting  sport.  Where 
the  water  is  suitable  it  is  possible  to  fill  a  lake  with 
rainbow  trout  and  perch,  so  as  to  provide  a  supply 
of  tbe  best  class  of  fish  all  the  year  round,  the  perch 
being  in  season  when  the  rainbow  trout  are  "  off." 
There  are  few  more  suggestive  sights  than  to  see  a 
twenty-five  acre  new  lake  covered  from  end  to  end 
with  the  rings  made  by  rainbow  trout  rising  all 
over  it.  The  old  owners  used  to  look  on  a  lake  as 
a  kind  of  fish  reservoir,  and  take  them  out  of  this 
into  stew-ponds  merely  to  keep  ready  and  handy 
for  the  table.  We  are  not  quite  so  practical  now, 
being  keener  on  stocking  our  lakes  for  sport  than 
on  keeping  the  fish  for  table.  We  noticed  recently 
an  old  stew-pond  abutting  on  a  lake.  The  pond 
had  been  drained,  but  never  planted,  and  the  whole 
of  the  bottom  made  as  splendid  a  piece  of  foliage 
garden  as  could  be  seen.  It  was  a  mass  of  various 
greens— light  green  sedge  down  the  sides  in  the 
wildest  profusion,  mixed  with  various  tall  bright 
flowers,  dark  green  bulrushes  down  the  centre,  and 
huge  grey  teazles,  red  frog-bits,  and  the  giant  water- 
dock.  The  ground  was  quite  dry,  too,  though  no 
doubt  it  was  damp  at  the  bottom.  If  this  were 
mowed  down,  and  the  water  once  more  let  in,  it 
would  give  fish-food  for  years  without  subsidising 
from  outside. 

The  steady  increase  of  wildfowl  in  England  shows 
on  these  lakes  more  than  anywhere,  for  it  is  there 
that  they  harbour  in  the  day.  The  possession  of 
a  large  sheet  of  water  means  that  good  wildfowl 
shooting  may  nearly  always  be  secured  there  if  the 
water  is  only  disturbed  occasionally.  Artificially 
reared  wild  duck  are  also  a  useful  kind  of  stock,  for 
which  the  lake  is  as  useful  as  are  the  covers  for 
pheasants.  The  waters  and  shores  of  large  artificial 
lakes  are  also  a  store  of  natural  history  scenes,  and 
that  in  districts  where  few  persons  suspect  that  such 
things  are  part  of  the  regular  aspects  of  Nature. 
One  of  the  finest  old  Tudor  houses  in  Essex,  not 
greatly  less  in  size  than  Audley  End,  has  the 
additional  attraction  of  a  magnificent  lake  running 
for  some  three-quarters  of  a  mile  through  the  park, 
very  broad,  very  deep,  and  set  underneath  such  a 
splendid  frame  of  old  Scotch  firs,  oaks,  giant  alders, 
long  grass  slopes,  reed  beds,  and  water  flowers  as 
no  mere  imagination  could  put  into  a  picture.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  month,  to  make  things  finer 
still,  hundreds  of  acres  of  hay,  new  cut,  were  drying 
in  the  hot  sun,  filling  the  whole  air  with  perfume, 
while  the  wind  was  carrying  the  pollen  from  the 
myriad  flowers  in  the  hay,  and  scattering  it  over 
the  lower  levels  of  tbe  lake  'Ake  gold  dust  on  the 
water.  With  their  feet  in  the  water  and  their  heads 
(at  last)  in  the  sun,  the  lilies,  reeds,  irises,  forget- 
me-nots,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  water-nymphs' 
flower  garden  were  rushing  into  flower  according  to 
their  kind.  The  young  heads  of  the  smaller  bulrush, 
with  slim  brown  velvet  spikes,  the  young  rced- 
feathers,  and  the  green  uprights  of  the  sedge  just 
overtopped  the  yellow  iris,  which  stood  out  against 
the  rest ;  exactly  of  the  shape  of  the  Jlmr-de-lis  on 
the  Oriflamme,    These  nre  the  mixed  borders  of 


the  natural  gardens  roimd  the  lake.  Another  device 
not  made  by  hands  looked  almost  a  "  set-piece." 
Several  little  islets,  a  few  feet  square,  stood  out  of 
the  water,  each  covered  with  a  mass  of  the  longest, 
greenest,  and  shiniest  rushes.  On  the  edge  were 
forget-me-nots  and  that  bright-red  ragged  robin 
that  grows  by  the  water,  and  in  the  centre  of  and 
mixed  with  the  rushes  a  delicate  white  cruciferous 
blossom,  growing  at  about  equal  distances  on  thin 
stems  branching  everywhere,  giving  the  appearance 
of  frost  crystals  scattered  among  all  the  green  rush 
setting.  The  flower  fringe  was  not  continuous. 
For  long  intervals  the  grass  came  to  the  water's 
edge,  and  the  cattle  could  drink  where  they  pleased 
as  the  water  came  brimming  up  to  the  lip  of  the 
grass.  Along  these  flats  the  half-wild  Canada  geese 
and  their  broods  came  to  preen  their  feathers,  a 
long  business  with  waterfowl,  which  seem  to  pass 
almost  every  single  feather  through  their  bill.  In 
the  bays  between  the  reed-fringe  were  the  young 
wildfowl,  ducks  of  various  kinds,  coots,  dabchicks, 
waterhens,  and  cygnets,  and  one  or  two  "surprises," 
such  as  might  be  expected  near  a  lake  of  such 
unusual  size  and  beauty.  People  who  keep  falcons 
know  the  various  accidents  which  the  flight  feathers 
of  birds  meet  with  during  the  critical  period  when 
they  are  growing  from  the  sheath.  One  of  the 
most  vexing  of  these  mishaps  is  when  a  falcon 
refuses  to  feed  or  is  ill  when  it  is  growing  a  pair 
of  flight  feathers.  During  the  foodless  day  the 
growth  of  the  feathers  is  not  nourished,  and  what 
is  called  a  "starve  mark"  comes  right  across  the 
web,  and  sometimes  over  the  shaft,  causing  the 
feather  to  break  later.  The  falcon's  feathers  usually 
come  out  in  pairs,  one  on  each  wing,  so  that  the 
bird  is  never  "  lopsided,"  and  always  has  a  majority 
of  flight  feathers  serviceable.  Geese  and  ducks, 
especially  the  former,  tend  to  shed  their  flight 
feathers  almost  simultaneously,  which  makes  them 
quite  helpless  for  a  time,  and  a  number  of  these 
dropped  by  the  Canada  geese  lay  about.  Apparently, 
the  pen  feathers  of  the  geese  suffer  in  the  same  way 
as  those  of  the  falcon  if  the  bird  which  is  growing 
them  goes  without  its  dinner.  Three  quill  feathers, 
dropped  by  the  same  bird,  had  a  strong  "  starve 
mark  "  right  across  both  webs,  which  in  places 
were  almost  attenuated  to  nothing.  These  Canada 
geese  were  very  wary,  independent  birds.  They 
nested  on  an  island,  being  quite  aware  that  they 
were  not  viewed  with  favour,  and  managed  to  bring 
off  a  very  large  family  just  before  orders  were  given 
to  take  their  eggs.  They  swam  in  the  middle  of 
the  lake  in  a  most  suspicious  way,  evidently  well 
able  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

Lake  heads  are  always  interesting,  but  this  one 
particularly  so.  The  feeding  stream  entered  through 
a  thick  swampy  grove  of  alders  and  aspen  poplars. 
The  leaves  of  the  quivering  aspens,  with  their 
specially  arranged  stalk,  were  trembling  in  the 
breeze  incessantly,  and  the  lower  branches  were 
full  of  small  warblers  and  whitethroats.  In  the 
reeds  the  reed-warbler,  as  well  as  the  sedge-warbler, 
was  in  full  and  incessant  song  ;  reed-buntings  were 
feeding  their  young,  and  dabchicks  were  rustling 
with  their  piping  broods  in  the  rushes  ;  and  what 
apparently  was  an  albino  moorhen  disappeared  in 
the  thick  cover.  Two  or  three  families  of  great 
crested  grebes  were  diving  in  the  centre,  and  on 
the  margin,  where  the  water  was  shallowest  and 
warmest,  shoals  of  roach  were  "  tailing "  head 
downwards ;  while  hordes  of  little  bleak  were 
exploding  with  alarm  when  pike  went  past  every 
few  minutes.  The  mallard  drakes  were  all  in  eclipse 
plumage,  and  looked  dowdy  and  black ;  but  in 
winter  they  will  be  swimming  in  hundreds  on  the 
waters  with  strange  ducks  attracted  in  their  nightly 
flights. — From  The  Spectator  by  permission  of  the 
Editor. 


FISHING  IN  THE  DUMFRIES- 
SHIRE ESK  FROM  KING  POOL 
TO  SCOTCH  DYKE. 


As  the  lower  angling  stretcher  of  the  Border  Esk 
have  recently  been  carefully  described  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  two  different  scribes,  one 
hailing  from  ayont  the  Border  and  the  other  from 
the  "  south -westernmost  "  county  of  Cornwall,  it 
seems  only  reasonable  and  natural  that  the  upper 
portions  of  the  river  should  be  the  subject  of  a  brief 
notice.  The  salmon  season  so  far  has  been 
specially  disappointing,  yet  a  good  many  are  now 
in  the  pools,  while  the  sport  in  sea-trout  and  herling 
has  been  exceptionally  good.    Grilse  are  running, 


but  few  have  been  caught.  The  season  has  been 
most  prolific  in  yellow  trout  all  the  way  down  the 
water  from  Eskdale-Muir  to  Longtown.  The  Esk 
has  sometimes  been  described  as  a  "dour"  river, 
and  so  it  is  in  a  certain  sense.  The  best  fifh  ng  is 
always  to  be  had  after  a  spate,  as  the  river  keeps 
up  in  volume  at  flood  time  sometimes  for  three  or 
four  days,  and  when  a  good  flow  of  yellow  water  is 
on  the  best  of  the  pools  between  Langholm  and 
the  Thistle  'pool,  at  the  Scotch  March,  as  a  rule 
yield  excellent  results. 

Floods  have  been  few  and  far  between  this  season. 
The  only  one  anyway  resembling  a  "  spate  "  which 
cheered  the  hearts  of  expectant  anglers  came  down 
on  August  17,  but  as  it  failed  to  cover  the  "  Souter 
Stane "  it  was  considered  by  the  cannie  douce 
bodies  residing  in  Langholm  as  "  verra  sma' 
potatoes,"  as  floods  used  to  pan  out  in  the  long 
ago — for  instance,  at  the  period  when  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  in  company  with  the  famous  Beattie  of 
Meikledale,  who  was  coaching  the  immortal 
"  Wizard  of  the  North  "  in  portions  of  the  "Lay 
of  the  last  Minstrel,"  was  taken  to  the  waterside 
his  hair  stood  on  end  as  he  saw  the  Esk  running 
in  a  mad  flood  from  bank  to  brae.  "0.ver  the 
Souter  Stane,"  red  with  fury,  dashing  past  Mary's 
Stream,  the  Skipper's  Pool,  and  Gilnockie  Tower, 
through  Canonbie,  and  over  the  Border  like  a 
regiment  of  cavalry  galloping  to  the  charge.  Such 
must  have  been  a  sight  for  gods  and  men  when  the 
L»nd  of  brown  heath  and  shaggv  wood. 
Land  of  the  mouataia  and  the  flood, 

asserted  itself  up  to  concert  pitch. 

There  now  remain  but  three  weeks'  fishing  ere 
the  season  closes  on  November  1,  and  they  are 
certainly  the  best  for  salmon  during  the  year. 
Indeed,  as  a  rule,  after  August  salmon  fishina 
improves  up  to  the  end  of  the  season. 

Now  a  few  words  as  to  the  tariff.  The  Langholm 
ticket  includes  Eskdale-Muir,  Westerkirk,  the  Ewes, 
Wauchope,  and  Tarras  waters,  all  within  easy 
distance  of  the  town.  The  Canonbie  ticket  covers 
that  fine  stretch  of  water  from  Byreburn  foot  to 
the  foot  of  the  Glebelands,  and  in  the  Liddle,  on 
the  Scotch  side,  from  the  Ford  at  Moat  Quarry  to 
Mereburn,  close  on  nine  miles  of  water,  easil 
fishable  all  the  way.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Liddle  the  best  angling  pools  are  the  Gullet  pool, 
Sandholm  pool,  Whithaugh  Scaur,  and  Manse 
Lynn.  An  odd  salmon  at  times  finds  its  way  into 
the  Hermitage  water.  The  Cottage  pool  and 
Thirty  Shilling  Haugh,  below  Hermitage  Castle, 
are  the  best  angling  pitches.  When  in  this 
district  Newcastleton  is  the  best  place  to  stay  at, 
where  there  are  some  comfortable  hotels,  notably 
the  Commercial  Hotel.  Visitors  to  Langholm 
would  do  well  to  put  up  at  Mr.  William  Douglas's 
Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel,  where  the  best  of 
everything  is  provided,  and  where  the  latest  angling 
items  of  news  can  be  got.  Besides,  Mr.  Douglas 
runs  four  royal  coaches,  with  which  he  covers  the 
entire  Borderland  at  reasonable  fares.  With 
regard  to  fishing  tackle,  just  opposite  the  hotel  is 
one  of  the  best  fly-dressing  establishments  in  the 
South  of  Scotland,  presided  over  by  Mr.  Joe 
Anderson,  who  is  also  an  angler  of  considerable 
note,  and  well  acquainted  with  all  the  best  angling 
venues.  Further  down  the  river  the  Cross  Keys 
Hotel,  Canonbie,  a  famous  fishing  resort,  is  very 
convenient  and  close  to  the  Esk,  while  at  Long- 
town  first-class  accommodation  is  supplied  by  Mr. 
Wm.  Bell,  the  genial  proprietor  of  the  Graham 
Arms  Hotel,  who  is  also  able  to  let  any  portion  of 
his  private  stretch  of  water  below  Bridge,  and 
provide  fishing  rods  per  week,  month,  or  otherwise 
to  visitors.  Comfortable  quarters  will  also  be 
foimd  three  miles  down  the  river  nearer  the  Sol  way 
at  worthy  host  Cartner's  Metal  Bridge  Hotel. 

Anglers  visiting  the  Canonbie  or  mid-reaches  of 
the  Esk  should  commence  operations  at  Byreburn 
foot,  which  is  about  half  a  mile  below  Gilnockie 
Tower,  and  fish  through  the  Hush,  Tommy's  pool, 
Knottyholm  stream,  tbe  Goats,  Bridge  pool, 
Trammel's  pool.  Dead  Nook,  Prior  pool.  Long 
pool.  Mason's  stream,  and  finally  the  Willow  and 
Cauldron  pools,  a  little  over  two  miles  of  angling 
water  and  mid  charming  scenery  difficult  to  match, 
all  within  easy  distance  of  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  and 
while  in  the  Langholm  district  the  Skipper's  pool 
should  be  visited,  also  Glenfirra,  the  Two  Souies, 
the  Distillery,  the  Ewes,  Tarras,  Wauchope, 
Meggat,  and  Stennish  waters,  also  the  King  Pool, 
at  the  junction  of  Black  and  White  10 sk,  a  favourite 
resort  of  "  Christopher  North  "  when  on  a  visit  to 
his  SOD,  the  late  John  Wilson,  who  resided  many 
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yeaxs  at  the  farm  of  Billholm,  close  to  the  con- 
fluence of  the  two  Esks. 

The  morning  fishing  is  still  delightful,  especially 
in  the  upper  reaches  both  above  and  below  Lang- 
holm. After  the  mists  have  been  cleared  away  by 
the  autumn  sun,  and  the  rippling  and  winding 
river  is  bathed  in  a  silvery  hue,  and  the  beautiful 
valley  clothed  in  a  mantle  of  gold,  an  early  morning 
view  of  the  charming  landscape  of  wood  and  water 
combined  is  an  experience  productive  of  the  highest 
enjoyment.  The  valley  of  the  Liddle  is  not  far 
behind  so  far  as  regards  fascinating  scenery  is 
concerned,  and  as  an  angling  river  it  is  scarcely 
inferior  to  the  Esk.  As  the  back-end  salmon 
fishing  season  is  fairly  good,  the  time  is  at  hand 
when  anglers  should  visit  those  two  historic 
northern  streams.  Aye,  and  then  the  heather 
in  full  bloom  and  the  peat  reek — yes,  a  whiff  o' 
peat  reek  will  mak'  ye  a  quarter  o'  a  century 
younger,  and  a  twenty-mile  drive  in  one  of  Mr. 
Douglas's  coaches  among  the  hills — and  such  hills 
too — through  the  heather  and  the  peat  reek  always 
produces  grand  results  upon  a  wearied  and  tired 
angler.  Gilnockie. 


BLACK  BASS  FISHING  IN 
WESTEEN  ONTAEIO. 


[Mr.  F.  a.  Chambers,  one  of  our  subscribers, 
very  kindly  sends  us  this  account  of  bass  fishing, 
written  by  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  J.  E.  Young,  of 
Eat  Portage,  Ontario,  Canada. — Ed.  F.G.] 

There  is  nothing  in  the  way  of  out-door  sports 
that  appeals  to  me  like  a  fishing  trip.  Unfortunately 
for  me  the  summer  is  our  busiest  season,  and  I  find 
it  hard  to  get  away  as  often  as  I  should  like.  One 
trip  in  the  season  is  about  all  I  can  manage.  A 
fishing  trip  out  here,  I  expect,  is  a  good  deal  more 
of  an  imdertaking  than  would  be  with  you  in 
England.  Three  of  us  started  a  week  ago  last 
Monday,  taking  a  small  steamer  out  about  forty- 
five  miles,  where  we  engaged  an  Indian  to  guide  us 
to  our  destination. 

If  one  has  a  map  that  shows  this  part  of 
the  country  in  any  detail  one  will  see  that  it 
is  dotted  m  every  direction  with  small  lakes, 
but  our  best  maps  here  do  not  show  one-half  of 
these.  The  whole  district  is  a  labyrinth  of  them, 
generally  with  small  outlets  from  one  to  the  other, 
usually,  however,  too  shallow  to  be  navigated  even 
with  a  canoe.  Our  craft  was  a  four-man  canoe 
about  eighteen  feet  long,  which  held  our  party 
nicely,  with  room  for  a  tent,  cooking  utensils,  and 
a  week's  provisions. 

We  spent  the  night  at  the  steamboat  landing, 
where  there  was  some  mining  going  on,  and 
we  made  an  early  start  next  morning  at  six. 
Our  course  took  us  through  six  small  lakes,  with 
seven  portages  to  make — some  of  them  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  long — in  all  about  twenty-five 
miles  to  where  we  camped.  We  reached  our 
destination  at  half-past  twelve,  which,  we  thought, 
was  pretty  good  time,  as  the  canoe  had  to  be 
unloafled  of  everything  and  loaded  up  again  at 
each  portage. 

Some  logging  has  been  done  in  the  country  we 
travelled  through,  but  otherwise  it  is  quite  wild, 
and  we  did  not  see  a  human  being  from  the  time  we 
left  the  steamboat  until  our  return.  The  lakes  we 
passed  through  were  many  of  them  indescribably 
beautiful,  being  heavily  timbered  on  every  side  and 
studded  with  small  islands,  the  light  green  shades 
of  the  poplars  and  birches  contrasting  with  the 
dark  green  of  the  pines,  spruce,  and  balsams.  The 
water  is  beautifully  clear,  and  the  bottom  can  be 
seen  distinctly  thirty  feet  or  forty  feet  down.  Our 
guide  told  us  there  were  plenty  of  trout  and  white 
fish  in  these  lakes,  but  as  we  were  after  bass  we  did 
not  stop  to  try  for  them,  although  they  run  large 
in  this  district — '>\h.  up  to  201b.  or  301b. — but  have 
not  much  life  in  them,  and  give  poor  sport.  To 
me  one  great  charm  of  the  trip  was  the  wildness 
of  the  country  we  passed,  and  it  enhances  the 
pleasure  of  a  holiday  when  one  realises  that  you 
are  quite  beyond  the  reach  of  telegrams  and  all 
reminders  of  the  ofTice. 

We  tried  the  fishing  first  in  the  afternoon  but 
had  [only  moderate  sport,  getting  about  a  dozen, 
which ,  with  the  appetites  we  had  developed,  were  not 
more  than  enough  for  our  supper  and  breakfast  the 
xt  morning.    The  bass  in  tbis  lake  were  of  fair 

'/e,  averaging  about  31b.,  and  arc  great  fighters. 
I  used  a  IOdz,  bamboo  rod,  and  often  found  my 


arms  were  pretty  tired  before  the  fish  was  in  the 
landing-net.  The  next  day  we  were  up  early,  and 
explored  the  lake  for  better  water.  However,  we 
did  not  locate  the  fish  in  any  numbers  until  nearly 
dark.  The  lake  is  studded  with  small  islands,  and 
the  shore  line  very  irregular.  It  was  not  until 
we  had  travelled  down  three  or  four  miles  to 
the  outlet  that  we  got  really  good  fishing.  The 
following  day  we  were  favoured  with  a  cloudy 
sky  and  a  good  westerly  breeze.  We  came  home 
that  evening  after  six  or  seven  hours'  fishing  with 
sixty-four  bass,  and  might  have  had  a  number 
more.  I  do  not  believe,  however,  in  catching  fish 
to  throw  away,  and  as  we  had  all  the  fish  our 
Indian  could  stagger  over  the  portage  with,  we 
rested  content  with  the  bag  we  had  made. 

We  started  on  our  homeward  jom-ney  the  next 
morning  about  seven,  but  as  it  had  rained  heavily 
during  the  night  our  tent  was  heavy  with  water,  and 
the  extra  weight  of  the  fish  added  necessitated  two 
trips  over  the  portages.  This  delayed  us  so  that  we 
found  our  steamer  had  left  without  us.  We  had 
to  pass  the  night  at  the  Eagle  Mine,  a  property 
that  is  being  developed  by  London  capitalists,  and 
got  back  to  town  early  on  Saturday.  I  very 
much  regretted  leaving  my  camera  behind,  as  some 
plates  would  have  given  you  a  better  idea  of  some 
of  our  experiences  than  I  am  able  to  do.  The  trip 
was  a  thoroughly  enjoyable  one,  and  will  be  a 
pleasant  memory  with  me  for  a  long  time. 


FEESH-WATEK  AQUAEIA.* 
By  the  Kev.  Gregory  C.  Bathman,  A.K.C. 

{Continued  from  page  218.) 
CHAPTER  VIII. 
Fishes. 

It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  say  that  there  are  no 
more  interesting  and  attractive  inhabitants  of  an 
aquarium  than  fish.  Fish  are  both  intelligent  and, 
to  a  certain  degree,  affectionate.  No  one  ought 
for  a  moment  to  doubt  their  possession  of  intelli- 
gence when  he  calls  to  mind  the  time,  thought, 
patience,  and  skill  which  must  often  be  expended 
before  the  devices  of  man  can  overcome  the  crafti- 
ness of  some  fish  ;  when  he  comes  to  remember 
how  apt  they  are  to  profit  by  experience,  and  how 
ready  they  are  to  take  advantage  of  the  least 
clumsiness  or  carelessness  on  his  own  part  when, 
having  hooked  them,  he  is  attempting  to  land 
them ;  and  when  he  reads  (and  believes)  that 
certain  fish  have  been  known  to  come  to  their 
feeding-places  in  the  lake  in  which  they  live  upon 
the  sounding  of  a  gong,  and  that  others  (stickle- 
backs in  an  aquarium)  have  been  trained  to  ring  a 
bell  when  they  were  wanting  food.  Nor  is  it  un- 
reasonable to  suppose  that  fish  possess  affection 
when  sharks  hunt  in  twos  ;  when  pike  pair,  and  if 
one  of  them  should  be  captured,  the  other  haunts 
the  spot  waiting  for  the  return  of  his  mate  ;  when 
sticklebacks  carefully  build  their  nests  and  fight 
in  the  defence  of  their  young  ;  and  when  bullheads 
constantly  watch  and  guard  their  little  ones  until 
the  latter  are  able  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

Most  fish  in  captivity  will  grow  quite  tame, 
learn  to  know  their  owner,  and  come  to  the  side  of 
the  tank  on  his  approach. 

By  the  help  of  the  aquarium  we  are  able  to  learn 
very  much  concerning  the  habits  and  characteristics 
of  fish,  which  knowledge,  without  its  assistance, 
we  should  [fail  to  obtain.  It  is  very  pleasant  to 
see  healthy  fish  in  a  tank  when  the  water  is  bright 
and  clear,  the  plants  are  green  and  growing,  and 
everything  is  quite  clean.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  is  distressing  to  see  fish  swimming  with  their 
noses  close  to  the  surface  of  thick,  unwholesome- 
looking  water,  vainly  endeavouring  to  get  a  suffi- 
ciency of  oxygen  ;  to  see  plants  partly  dead  and 
decaying,  and  fungus  growing  upon  food  which, 
in  excess,  has  been  carelessly  thrown  into  the 
aquarium  and  left  there  until  it  has  introduced 
disease.  To  see  a  miserable  bird  in  a  dirty  cage  is 
bad  enough  ;  but  it  is  far  worse,  I  think,  to  see 
dying  fish  in  foul  water.  There  are  few  pets  which 
require  such  little  care  as  fish,  but  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  tliat  they  should  have  some  attention ; 
and  he  who  keeps  fish  and  neglects  them  is  just 
as  much  guilty  of  cruelty  as  he  who  is  summoned 
for  working  a  hcric  with  sore  shoulders. 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Qazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott  Gill. 


If  the  aquarium-owner  would  keep  his  fish  in  a 
healthy  and  happy  condition,  he  ought  to  carefully 
observe  the  following  rules  : 

(1)  Provide  shade  for  the  fish. 

(2)  Never  let  the  sun  shine  for  any  length  of 
time  upon  the  water  in  which  fish  live. 

(3)  Never  keep  more  fish  than  the  aquarium  can 
contain  in  comfort.* 

(4)  Never  put  large  fish  in  a  small  tank.  Prefer 
small  fish. 

(5)  Never  forget  to  feed  regularly,  and  on  suitable 
food. 

(6)  Never  allow  discarded  fo^d  to  remiin  in  the 
water. 

(7)  Remove  diseased  fish  at  once,  and  never 
introduce  strange  ones  about  whose  health  there 
is  any  doubt.  Keep  them  in  quarantine  for  a  short 
time. 

(8)  Never  permit  the  presence  of  armed  and 
bullying  fish  with  unarmed  and  timid  ones — that 
is,  sticklebacks  with  small  goldfish. 

(9)  Never  allow  the  water-plants  in  their  luxuriant 
growth  to  fill  the  whole  aquarium,  and  so  interfere 
with  the  free  movements  of  the  fish. 

(10)  Always  remove  dead  and  dying  weeds,  or 
dead  and  dying  animals  of  any  kind,  at  once. 

There  are  no  fish  more  commonly  seen  in  the 
aquarium  than  the  Gold-fish  {Carassius  auratus) 
(Fig.  87) ,  and  few  are  more  suited  to  a  life  there 
than  they  are.  They  are.  very  hardy,  not  too  active, 
handsome,  of  various  colours,  and  easily  tamedi 
Not  only  do  these  fish  vary  in  their  colour,  but  also 
in  their  fins :  some  fins  are  double,  others  are 
entirely  wanting.  Occasionally  one  fish  has  two 
or  three  tails.  I  have  had  a  Silver-fish  in  my 
possession  for  some  years  whose  tail  looks,  from 
behind,  like  an  inverted  capital  Y.  This  fish  is 
perfectly  healthy  and  very  handsome,  his  scales 
glistening  like  mother-of-pearl. 

It  is  a  long  time  since  Gold-fish  were  first  intro- 
duced into  England,  and  when  is  a  matter  of  doubt ; 


Fig.  87.  Golden  Cabp  (Carassius  aueatus). 

probably,  however,  about  the  year  1611.  They 
originally  came  from  China. 

A  great  many  Golden  Carp  are  now  annually 
bred  in  this  country,  especially  in  those  tanks 
which  receive  the  waste  hot  water  from  some  of 
the  great  manufactories  in  the  North  of  England. 
For  the  aquarium,  "  cold-water  "  fish  should  always 
be  chosen — that  is,  those  which  have  been  bom 
in  ponds  uninfluenced  by  artificial  heat :  they 
are  much  hardier  than  the  "hot- water"  ones. 
Not  seldom  the  latter  will  be  found  on  their  backs 
in  the  tank  gasping  for  breath  and  apparently 
dying.  When  this  is  the  case,  they  may  be  revived 
by  placing  them  in  running  water,  under  a  tap  for 
instance,  or  by  dropping  a  very  little  brandy  down 
their  throats,  or  by  putting  them  for  some  time  in 
fairly  warm  water  (about  90deg.).  This  last  remedy 
— the  simplest — is  perhaps  the  most  effectual. 

"  Cold-water  "  fish,  if  properly  managed,  hardly 
ever  suffer  from  illness,  and  rarely  die  except  from 
accident  or  old  age ;  indeed,  I  have  found  that  the 
mortality  of  fish  (not  Gold-fish  only)  in  an  aquarium 
is  very  far  less  than  that  of  birds  in  an  aviary. 
Mr.  T.  H.  Jones,  of  Woolwich,  has  told  me,  and 
has  kindly  allowed  me  to  mention  the  fact,  that  he 
placed  a  Silver-fish  in  his  aquarium  on  May  20, 
1853,  and  that  it  lived  there  until  April  11,  1883,  a 
period  of  thirty  years  all  but  about  six  weeks.  This 
fish  was  fed  during  that  time  upon  raw  meat  (beef 
or  mutton),  and  cut  into  narrow  pieces  to  resemble 
worms.  The  food  was  given  about  thrice  a  week. 
About  eighteen  months  ago  I  was  in  a  bird-dealer's 
shop,  and  while  there  a  lady  came  iu  and  asked  for 
some  Gold-fish,  adding  the  remark  that  she  could 
never  get  hers  to  live  more  than  about  half  a  year. 
On  hearing  this  I  ventured  to  ask,  as  politely  as  I 

*  There  are  t  )0  many  fish  in  an  aquarium  when 
they  swim  with  thtir  noses  close  to  the  surface  of  the 
water. 
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could,  whether  she  fed  her  fish.  "  Oh,  no,"  she 
replied,  "  I  never  give  them  anything  to  eat."  As 
she  said  this,  the  shopkeeper  exclaimed :  "  Never 
feed  your  fish  if  you  want  'em  to  live."  That 
lady's  fish  had  died  the  very  painful  death  of  slow 
starvation.  And  her  fish,  alas  !  I  fear,  are  not  the 
only  ones  which  so  die.  The  fish  this  man  sold 
were  healthy  "cold-water"  fish,  and  this  I  knew, 
for  I  had  bought  several  of  him,  which  had  lived 
in  my  aquarium  for  years,  and  were  alive  and  well 
then.  Some  of  my  friends  also  had  bought  fish  of 
him,  with  the  same  satisfactory  result.  And  this 
lady's  fish  died,  not  because  they  were  unfitted  to 
live  iQ  confinement,  but  because  they  were  im- 
properly cared  for.  And  those  people  who  so  often 
complain  that  their  Gold-fish  die  may  depend  upon 
it  that,  as  a  rule,  the  fault  is  not  in  the  fish  or  in 
the  seller  of  the  fish,  but  in  their  own  mismanage- 
ment. Fish,  however  healthy,  must  of  course  be 
regularly  fed. 

A  good  food  for  Gold-fish  is  finely-crushed  vermi- 
celli. This  should  be  thrown  sparingly  into  the 
water,  and  as  it  sinks  the  fish  will  soon  learn  to 
take  it  eagerly.  Never  give  them  more  than  they 
will  eat  at  the  time  of  feeding.  Besides  this  food, 
the  fish  will  eat  the  eggs  and  fry  of  the  water- 
snails  (which  should  always  be  present  in  the 
tank).  A  little  raw  meat,  some  ants'  eggs,  and  a 
few  garden  or  water  worms  will  be  good  for  them 
as  a  change. 

{To  be  continued.) 


LIAES'  CLUB  AT  MOOSEHEAD 
LAKE. 


KiNEO  has  a  new  organisation,  appropriately 
named  the  Liars'  Club.  At  present  the  only  con- 
dition for  membership  is  that  the  applicant  must 
be  a  fisherman.  Eesidents  and  non-residents, 
guides  and  sportsmen,  are  admitted  on  equal 
terms.  No  dues  are  charged,  but  a  strict  attend- 
ance at  all  meetings  is  requested.  Manager  C.  A. 
Judkias,  of  the  Mount  Kineo  House,  has  generously 
consented  to  allow  the  office  in  the  cottage  to  be 
used  for  holding  the  meetings.  The  room  is  ample, 
chairs  are  numerous,  and  a  capacious  fireplace 
takes  the  place  of  cuspidors,  so  that  nothing  is  to 
be  desired  save  a  cigar,  from  time  to  time,  that  can 
be  found  at  the  hotel  desk,  and  "  something  else  " 
that  is  often  a  part  of  the  personal  outfit  of  fisher- 
men. The  latter  adjunct,  not  because  the  fisherman 
necessarily  has  a  particular  fondness  for  this 
"  something,"  but  all  days  are  not  fishing  days, 
and  the  soul  needs  something  at  such  times  to 
warm  it  into  life  and  hope.  There  are,  also,  hours 
in  a  fisherman's  life  when  his  imagination  needs  a 
little  quickening. 

It  was  the  intention  originally  to  have  meetings 
each  evening,  immediately  after  supper,  but  the 
newly  elected  president,  Crawford  Johnson,  pleaded 
off,  and  the  secretary,  the  newspaper  correspondent, 
felt  that  the  strain  would  be  too  great ;  so  it  was 
voted  to  have  the  meetings  d  la  Philistine — "  every 
little  while."  Naturally  there  was  quite  a  contest 
for  the  presidency,  but  Mr.  Johnson  won  handily, 
he  having  demonstrated  so  forcibly  he  was  the  man 
for  the  place  that  other  candidates  withdrew  by 
common  consent.  The  secretary  was  elected 
without  opposition.  He  runs  a  typewriter  and 
represents  several  papers.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  the  club  does  not  propose  to  hide  its  light 
under  a  bushel,  and,  furthermore,  there  is  to  be  no 
press  censor.  The  club  held  its  first  real  meeting 
early  in  the  week,  President  Johnson  in  the  chair, 
with  a  large  number  of  members  and  a  fair 
sprinkling  of  friends  in  attendance. 

"  It  seems  fitting,"  began  Mr.  Johnson,  as  he 
blew  one  smoke  ring  through  another  and  then 
tossed  a  paper  wad  througli  both,  "  that  we  should 
inaugurate  this,  our  first  meeting,  by  proving  it  is 
the  exception  that  proves  the  rule,  and  devote  our 
time  to  truth.  Later  on  the  club  may  see  fit  to 
allow  short  flights  of  tlie  imagination,  but  never 
must  the  stories  venture  beyond  the  point,  where 
they  cannot  at  least  be  proven  true,  '  if  old  Bill 
Jones  was  alive.'  " 

At  this  point  Mr.  Johnson  glared  at  the  secretary 
with  an  "  are  you  ready  ?  Go  1  "  air,  and  called 
upon  the  Rev.  Mr.  .Tones  to  recall  the  catching  of 
a  monster  togue.  Eev.  Mr.  Jones  made  an  excellent 
shot  at  the  blazing  fire  as  he  stooped  forward  to 
rise,  cleared  his  throat,  rested  his  hand  on  the  back 
of  a  chair  and  began  ; 


"  Strange  to  say,  my  togue  was  not  the  largest 
ever  taken  from  the  lake.  I  have  no  desire  to 
wrest  that  honour  from  the  Tidsdale  party  of 
Leominster,  Mass.,  yet  I  cannot  but  feel,  with  all 
due  modesty,  that  the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  landing  of  this  fish  were  most  remarkable. 

"  You  know  there  are  days  when  the  water  seems 
literally  alive  with  fish.  A  close  student  of  guide 
books  and  newspaper  articles  (here  the  Picv.  Mr. 
Jones  cast  a  meaning  look  at  the  secretary)  might 
lead  you  to  believe  that  this  condition  was  a  per- 
manent one,  but  such  is  not  the  case ;  on  the 
contrary,  these  occasions  are  very  rare,  and  upon 
the  day  in  question  the  lake  seemed  to  boil  with 
fishes  of  all  kinds.  As  we  pulled  away  from  the 
wharf  at  Kineo,  the  big  trout,  togue  and  salmon 
could  be  seen  breaking  like  porpoises  as  far  as  the 
eye  could  reach,  and  the  water  was  white  with  foam 
made  by  the  thrashing  of  their  tails.  I  had  always 
thought  there  were  much  larger  fishes' in  the  lake 
than  had  ever  been  taken,  but  up  to  that  time  I 
had  supposed  that  even  the  largest  trout  would  go 
under  101b.,  and  togue  not  over  35lb. ;  bat,  gentle- 
men, I  can  assure  you  that  upon  the  day  in  question 
I  saw  trout,  speckled  trout,  brook  trout,  gentlemen, 
that  would  tip  the  scales  hard  at  401b.,  and  togue, 
lakers,  gentlemen,  which  could  easily  have  taken  a 
canoe  in  their  jaws  and  crushed  it  to  splinters. 

"  But  strangest  of  all,  as  we  trolled  along  we 
could  not  get  a  bite.  Monster  fishes  were  breaking 
all  about  us,  in  play  it  seemed,  but  never  a  one, 
even  a  small  one,  paid  scant  attention  to  my  hook. 
I  had  become  listless  when  a  slight  tug  brought  me 
to  my  senses.  We  were  just  off  Hardscrabble 
Point,  and  as  I  reeled  slowly  in  the  uncertain  strain 
at  the  end  of  my  line  proved  without  question  that 
I  had  hooked  a  good-sized  chub.  Not  caring  to 
waste  time  I  attempted  to  shake  the  nuisance  off 
my  hook,  but  as  I  did  so  the  fish  seemed  to  take  a 
new  lease  of  life,  and  before  I  knew  it  my  reel  was 
spinning  at  a  lively  rate. 

"  '  Don't  you  know  a  chub  when  you  get  one  ?  ' 
said  my  guide,  Jim  Finley,  disgustedly. 

"  '  Thought  I  did,'  was  my  reply,  '  but  guesa  I've 
made  a  mistake,  for  that  chap  fights  like  a  square- 
tail  and  a  good  one.' 

"  Just  as  I  thought  the  fish  was  beginning  to  fail, 
and  as  I  was  about  to  reel  him  in,  he  seemed  to 
regain  strength,  and  a  few  seconds  later  a  handsome 
salmon  broke  water  in  a  long,  graceful  leap,  seventy 
feet  away.  Gentlemen,  I  can  assure  you  that  I 
was  never  more  astonished  in  my  life. 

"  '  Funny  way  for  a  salmon  to  act,'  said  Jim  ; 
'  start  in  like  a  chub,  next  act  like  a  trout,  and 
finally  fight  like  his  real  self ;  but  he's  a  dandy  for 
all  that,  and  will  go  71b.  sure.' 

"  It  was  a  lively  fight  for  awhile  and  it  made  the 
blood  thrill  to  see  that  fellow  take  to  the  sky,  but 
I  held  him  taut,  and  it  was  no  use.  Presently  he 
sounded,  and  I  felt  that  it  was  only  a  short  while 
before  he  would  be  alongside  in  reach  of  the 
landing-net.  I  let  him  rest  a  moment  before 
starting  him,  and  then  pressed  gently  on  the  line. 
There  was  no  response,  and  I  pulled  harder,  but 
the  line  stuck  fast.  Then  I  gave  him  the  butt,  and 
at  last  tapped  on  the  rod  with  the  handle  of  the 
landing-net,  because  Jim  said  that  would  start  him 
if  anything  would,  but  it  was  no  go.  Then  I 
passed  the  rod  to  Jim,  for  he  seemed  to  be  getting 
impatient. 

"'Hoi  ho!'  laughed  Jim,  'you  make,  me 
smile  I  You're  on  bottom  1  You've  let  that 
beauty  wind  himself  about  a  rock  while  you  were 
restins;,  and  you  might  as  well  pull  until  something 
gives.' 

"  I  followed  Jim's  advice  and  pulled.  As  I  did 
there  was  a  movement  of  the  reel,  and  before  I 
knew  just  what  had  happened,  fifty,  seventy-five, 
one  hundred  feet  of  line  had  spun  out  so  fast  that 
the  reel  smoked.  Something  must  be  done,  with 
only  fifty  feet  more  on  the  spool,  and  I  finally 
slowed  the  monster  up  a  bit,  at  last  stopping  the 
reel,  but  only  for  a  second  ;  it  was  simply  a  case 
of  give  more  line  or  give  up  the  fight. 

"  '  Tliunder,'  said  Jim,  '  I  never  saw  a  salmon 
fight  like  that,  and  after  you  had  him  most  done 
for.  I  tell  you  we  will  have  something  to  tell  the 
boys  about  to-night.' 

"  Just  then  the  fish  started  sideways,  circling 
clear  about  the  canoe  half-a-dozen  times,  which 
tired  him  out  a  bit,  and  when  he  started  off  again 
he  went  so  slowly  tiiat  he  got  the  canoe  started, 
and  I  was  able  to  keep  the  reel  firm.  Faster  and 
faster  we  went,  however,  as  the  canoe  gained  in 
momentum,  and  in  five  minutes  we  were  heading 


for  Kineo  Point  at  the  rate  of  ten  miles  an  hour. 
On  we  went  past  the  big  hotel  and  down  to  Sand 
Bar  before  the  fish  tired,  and  we  were  able  to  reel 
the  lino  in.  Gradually  Jim  headed  the  canoe  for 
the  shallow  water  of  the  bar,  and  soon  we  saw, 
flapping  and  floundering  in  about  three  feet  of 
water,  a  monster  laker,  gentlemen;  a  mammoth 
togue,  will  you  believe  me  ! 

"  Closer  and  closer  he  came  to  the  canoe,  but 
our  net  was  not  big  enough,  and  jumping  into  the 
water  Finley  grasped  the  monster  by  the  gills  and 
threw  him  into  the  canoe.  It  was  just  two  hours 
and  three-quarters  from  the  time  I  had  that  faint 
nibble  off  Hardscrabble  Point,  and  my  strength 
was  well  nigh  exhausted.  He  was  the  most 
remarkably  formed  fish  I  have  ever  seen,  and 
Finley  estimated  his  weight  at  401b.  The  fish  was 
not  of  unusual  length,  but  he  was  as  thick  through 
as  he  was  wide — a  monster,  a  record  breaker,  for 
all  that. 

"  We  had  fishing  enough  for  one  day,  and 
paddled  quickly  home.  Arriving  at  the  store  we 
weighed  our  catch  on  the  scales,  391b.  he  balanced 
evenly.  Just  as  we  were  to  take  him  to  the  ice 
house,  someone  remarked  on  his  peculiar  shape. 

"  '  Let's  cut  him  open,'  volunteered  someone, 
evidently  thinking  that  we  had  loaded  him  with 
lead  to  give  additional  weight. 

'•  That  exasperated  me,  and  whipping  out  a  knife 
I  slit  the  monster  up  the  belly.  Inside  something 
silver  gleamed,  and  out  came  a  6^1b.  salmon.  A 
light  began  to  dawn  upon  me  and  I  ripped  the 
salmon  open,  and  will  you  believe  me,  gentlemen, 
inside  was  a  31b.  trout.  Then  and  there  I  had  an 
idea  where  the  chub  I  hooked  off  Hardscrabble 
was,  and  open  came  the  trout.  Sure  enough,  inside 
was  a  lib.  chub  and  in  his  mouth  was  my  hook  and 
the  minnow  I  had  used  for  bait. 

"  Gentlemen,  I  have  stated  the  facts  clearly,  just 
as  I  recall  them.  This  was  many  years  ago,  but 
half  a  dozen  sportsmen  saw  the  fish  weighed  and 
opened  afterwards.  It  they  were  alive  I  could  prove 
this  assertion." 

The  Rev.  Mr.  .Tones  took  his  seat. 

"  How  about  Finley,"  queried  a  tremulous  voica 
in  the  background,  "can't  he  vouch  for  your 
statements  ?  " 

"  Finley,  Finley,"  responded  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jones, 
absently,  as  if  the  name  was  unfamiliar,  and  then 
he  concluded  suddenly,  "  Oh  1  he's  not  the  Finley 
here ;  he  was  a  French  Canadian,  and  died  years 
ago." 

'Mid  the  rattle  of  chairs.  President  Johnson 
rapped  for  order  and  called  for  a  motion  to  adjourn. 
It  was  a  unanimous  vote. — American  Field. 


A  TRIP  TO  TANNER  CREEK,  OREGON. 


[Mr.  p.  L.  Bunting,  who  sends  me  this  interesting 
yarn  from  Portland,  Oregon,  U.S. A  ,  says  :  "  It  deals 
with  a  part  of  the  world  considered  by  many  people, 
even  of  these  United  States,  as  at  the  end  of  nowhere, 
but  which  holds  a  big  surprise  in  store  for  all  who  pay 
a  visit  to  our  land  of  civilisation  and  refinement  from 
the  effete  East.  The  red-skinned  Indian  no  longer 
roams  the  forest,  resplendent  and  terrible  in  war  paint 
and  feathers,  seeking  victims  for  his  tomahawk  and 
scalping  knife,  though  many  there  are  who  are  hard 
to  convince  to  the  contrary."  I  wish  Mr.  B.  had  told 
us  the  general  size  of  the  trout. — R.  B.  M.] 

Tanner  Creek — a  most  unimposing  name,  and  yet 
what  memories  of  pleasure  and  excitement  it  recalls — 
a  stream  whose  natural  beauties  and  magnificent,  at 
times  awe-inspiring,  surroundings  deserve  a  more 
imposing  name. 

But  forty  miles  from  Portland,  Oregon,  the  metro- 
polis of  the  American  North-West,  yet  its  beauties 
and  its  possibilities  for  sport  and  pleasure  are  known 
to  but  few,  though  great  trans  continental  trains 
hurry  many  times  a  day  over  the  little  bridge  which 
spans  this  beautiful  mountain  stream  at  the  point 
where  it  joins  its  icy  waters  to  the  already  mighty 
volume  of  that  prince  of  rivers,  the  great  Columbia. 
And  yet,  when  one  considers,  it  is  not  strange  that  the 
passengers  by  these  trains  know  little  or  nothing  of 
Tanner  Creek,  for  their  eyes  caunot  penetrate  from 
where  they  sit  in  their  comfortable  seats  into  the 
cunningly  concealed,  yet  mighty  rift  in  the  side  of  the 
great  mountain  they  are  so  swiftly  gliding  x^ast,  from 
which  this  unpoetically  named  stream  gushes  forth. 

They  have  much  else  to  claim  their  attention, 
the  mighty  Columbia  on  the  one  hand,  with  thel 
frowning  fronts  of  the  mountains  of  the  State  of 
Washington  overhanging  the  further  shore,  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  granite  walls  rising,  tier  on  tier, 
sheer  from  the  track,  until  the  eye,  straining  from  thel 
car  windows,  cannot  reach  the  top,  and  seeming  about 
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BURBERRYS 


WARM  WITHOUT  WEIGHT.   PROOF  WITHOUT  HEAT. 

It  is  impossible  to  speak  too  tiiglily  of  the 
advantages  of  the  SLIP-ON,  its  weather-proof 
qualities  are  incontestable.  It  will  keep  out 
drenching  and  continuous  rain  without  adding 
the  slightest  unnatural  heat. 

li.  May  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest  weather 
with  equal  comfort.  Formed  to  obviate  the 
possibility  of  any  tie  or  drag,  the  fitting  is 
equally  good  with  or  without  undercoat. 

"  A  year  or  two  ago  you  supplied  me  with  a  Slip-on 
Gabardine,  the  most  perfect  and  most  waterproof 
shooting  and  fishing  coat  I  have  had." — 

B.  W.  GOTHAM,  Springfield,  Prescot. 

"  I  have  been  well  satisfied  with  the  coat,  and  have 
worn  it  in  jungle  through  the  heaviest  downpours  (and 
I  can  tell  you  it  does  rain  here)  without  getting  wet 
underneath  either  by  rain  or  perspiration." — 
0.  F.  S.  BAKER, 

17/12/01  Man  Kulam,  Ceylon. 

"  The  day  turned  out  the  wettest  it  has  been  my  lot  to 
be  out  on.    I  remained  quite  dry." 

R.  H.  BENSON,  Walton,  Wakefield. 


BURBERRYS 


30  &  31,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON; 
AND  BASINGSTOKE. 


THE 


LINE 


The  Field. — " . .  .  The  dressing  is  a  feature  of 
the  line.  It  appears  to  be  one  of  the  best  we  have 
ever  seen,  penetrating  right  into  the  centre,  &nd, 
while  being  soft  and  having  a  smooth  surface, 
has  something  of  that  steeliness  or  springiness 
which  is  desirable  in  a  salmon  line." 


Fishing  Gazette. — ".  .  .  As  far  as  I  can  judge 
without  actually  using  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  Mr.  Malloch's  five  years  of  experiments  have 
produced  a  most  perfect  line,  and  the  fact  that 
he  himself  is  satisfied  with  it — in  fact  'delighted' 
with  it— is  as  good  a  testimonial  as  any  line  could 
have.  His  reputation  as  one  of  the  best  salmon 
fishermen  of  this  or  any  day  is  unassailable." 


P.D.MALLOCH.PERfH; 


Manufacturer  of 
every  description  of 

FISHING  TACKLE 
suitable  for  all 
parts  of  the  World. 

[2] 


256 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


October  11,  1902 


to  fall  and  crush  the  pigmy  train  into  nothingness. 
Such  are  the  Cascade  Mountains  at  the  x^oint  of  which 
I  write— majestic,  awe-inspiring,  grand  beyoad  the 
power  of  much  more  vivid  pens  than  mine  to  describe. 

It  was  all  arranged,  and  one  August  afternoon  we 
three,  pretty  well  laden  with  fishing  and  outing  traps, 
piled  into  the  train  at  Portland  with  Tanner  Creek  as 
our  objective,  and  whiled  away  the  two  hours  of  the 
railway  journey  swapping  fishing  and  hunting  stories, 
interlarded,  no  doubt,  with  many  a  fiction  of  imagina- 
tive minds,  for  he  is  not  a  true  fisherman  whose  bump 
of  imagination  is  not  abnormally  developed. 

When,  as  not  unfrequently  happens,  a  yarn  became 
so  patent  as  to  prevent  our  keeping  our  risables  under 
control,  and  we  must  explode  and  thereby  hurt  the 
sensitive  feelings  of  the  veracious  narrator,  we  would 
hastily  excuse  ourselves  and  go  out  to  the  vestibule  to 
view  the  scenery  along  the  way,  and  only  those  who 
have  viewed  the  scenery  of  the  Columbia  River  and 
the  Cascade  range  of  mountains  can  appreciate  its 
grandeur. 

Arrived  at  the  little  station  at  the  mouth  of  Tanner 
Creek,  we  scrambled  off  the  train,  shouldered  our 
traps  in  the  most  convenient  and  approved  fashion, 
and  with  light  hearts  and  nimble  feet  put  civilisation, 
as  embodied  in  the  railway  track  and  little  station, 
behind  us,  and  in  a  few  minutes  were  in  as  wild  and 
picturesque  a  region  as  can  be  found  in  the  whole 
Cascade  range  ;  and  yet  we  were  still  within  sound  of 
the  locomotive  whistle,  but  soon  even  that  was  lost  to 
us,  swallowed  up  in  the  roar  and  tumble  of  the 
rushing,  falling  waters. 

Our  way  for  a  little  led  us  along  a  fairly  good  path, 
but  it  soon  narrowed  down  to  an  almost  indistin- 
guishable trail  over  and  under  rocks  and  roots  of 
trees,  fallen  logs  and  brush ;  but  up,  ever  up,  with  the 
narrow  canon  becoming  still  narrower,  the  great  walls 
of  rock  rising  higher  and  ever  higher,  and  so  sheer 
that  only  here  and  there  could  a  tree  find  a  ledge 
with  enough  soil  to  sustain  it  in  its  place  against  the 
wall. 

After  some  distance  of  this  travelling,  our  way  led 
us  down  again  to  the  creek  bed  and  then  the  trail  was 
lost  entirely  and  we  had  to  make  our  way  in  and  out, 
sometimes  having  to  wade  around  some  huge  rock, 
and  anon,  where  the  water  was  too  deep  for  wading, 
scrambling  through  thick  brush,  over  logs  and  rooks ; 
finally,  at  a  point  where  further  progress  seemed  an 
impossibility,  we  were  enabled  to  cross  to  the  other 
side  on  a  fallen  log  or  rather  a  number  of  logs  which 
had  formed  a  sort  of  dam  across  the  stream,  and  I 
think  one  at  least  of  our  trio  had  a  rather  squeamish 
feeling  as  he  found  himself  in  the  centre  of  this 
impromptu  bridge  and  looked  down  into  the  fierce 
and  resistless  rush  of  waters  beneath  his  feet  and  a 
din  and  roar  in  his  ears  so  great  that  he  could  not 
hear  his  nearest  neighbour  shouting  to  him  three 
yards  in  advance. 

The  crossing  was  finally  made  without  mishap,  and 
then  commenced  another  scramble  over  and  under  all 
kinds  of  obstructions,  sometimes  up  and  sometimes 
down,  but  mostly  up,  until  finally  a  faintly  heard  shout 
from  our  advance  agent  made  us  wonder  what  we 
were  "  up  against  "  this  time,  but  we  soon  found  out, 
and  well  did  we  feel  repaid  for  all  our  pains,  and 
aches,  and  exertions,  when  we  finally  stood  by  his  side 
and  drank  in  the  view  that  had  called  forth  his  wild 
shout  of  delight  and  triumph,  for  in  the  near  distance 
we  beheld  the  glorious  objective  of  our  trip— namely, 
the  Falls  of  Tanner  Creek  ;  and  such  a  cataract  as  it 
is,  the  whole  volume  of  the  beautiful  stream  casts 
itself  down  over  a  great  wall  of  rock,  hundreds  (I  dare 
not  say  how  many  hundreds)  of  feet  above  us  ;  down, 
down,  straight  as  a  plummet,  into  a  great  pool  below, 
and  the  afternoon  sun  caught  the  spray  as  it  flew,  and 
lit  the  whole  scene  into  a  blaze  of  glory.  Surely  we 
were  well  repaid  for  all  our  trouble  if  never  a  fin 
came  to  our  creels. 

Wo  gazed  on  the  fair  scene  for  a  few  momenta  as  if 
fascinated,  and  then  the  practical  one  of  the  party 
suggested  that  if  we  wanted  daylight  to  select  a  camp 
and  prepare  a  supper  we  had  better  "  get  a  move  on," 
but  before  we  could  get  much  of  a  "move  on"  we 
came  to  what  was  perhaps  the  most  ticklish  part  of 
our  journey,  for  our  way  led  over  a  very  steep  part 
of  the  mountain,  covered  with  loose  rock  and  crumbling 
shale,  which  made  our  progress  dangerous  as  well  as 
diJlicult ;  however,  we  were  finally  past  it,  and  then 
came  to  another  steeper  place  than  we  had  yet  met  at 
the  further  side  of  a  huge  rock,  which  seemed  balancing 
itself  on  the  side  of  the  mountain  on  a  base  scarcely 
larger  than  a  garden  shovel.  Our  only  way  to  descend 
to  the  creek  shore  below  was  by  means  of  a  branchless, 
barkless  tree,  which  loaned  almost  perpendicularly 
against  the  mountain  side  ;  but  some  kind  and  practical 
soul  had  been  there  before  us,  and  had  cut  notches 
into  the  tree  at  convenient  intervals,  which  gave  a 
foot-hold  (albeit  a  precarious  one),  by  which  wo  all 
safely  descended  to  the  bottom,  although,  truth  to 
say,  some  of  our  belongings  (among  them  our  where- 
withal to  appease  the  cravings  of  appetite.s  grown 
sharp  by  our  unusual  exertions  and  pure,  fresh 
mountain  air)  got  there  bafore  we  did,  and  at  the 
'  hair-raising  posBibility  of  continuing  on  into  the  swift 


waters  of  the  creek,  where  we  would  have  seen  them 
no  more ;  however,  a  kind  providence  spared  us  that 
trial. 

As  we  stood  at  the  bottom  and  gazed  up  at  the  log 
down  which  we  had  come  and  then  at  our  near  sur- 
roundings, we  decided  that  the  before  mentioned  kind 
soul,  who  had  cut  those  notches,  had  originally 
descended  by  the  aid  of  a  parachute,  or  else  had  come 
down  in  the  same  manner  our  belongings  had,  and 
then,  after  a  long  rest  and  copious  applications  of 
some  soothing  lotion  to  his  anatomy,  had  found  that 
the  only  way  to  get  back  up  again  was  to  begin  at  the 
bottom  (as  the  schoolboy  is  advised  to  do)  and  work 
up  by  hacking  foot-holds  in  that  log,  and  by  the  look 
of  things  it  was  hard  to  guess  what  kind  of  an  imple- 
ment he  had  used  to  make  them  with,  and  we  would 
not  have  been  greatly  surprised  to  learn  that  he  had 
made  them  with  his  teeth — d  la  beaver. 

Well,  we  finally  got  our  things  together  again,  and, 
having  felt  ourselves  to  make  sure  that  we  were  all 
there,  we  proceeded,  and  after  a  short  tramp,  in 
several  instances  crossing  over  little  arms  of  the  creek 
on  fallen  .logs,  for  it  had  here  widened  out  a  bit,  we 
came  to  what  we  thought  would  be  as  good  a  place  to 
pass  the  night  as  any,  and  as  it  was  getting  too  late 
to  fish  we  decided  to  at  once  make  camp,  which  wc 
did  on  a  patch  of  dry  sand,  surrounded  on  three  sides 
by  great  boulders. 

Drift-wood  in  plenty  was  all  around  us,  and  a 
rousing  fire  and  hot  coffee  was  the  order  of  the  day, 
after  which  the  interrupted  yarns  of  the  train  were 
resumed,  and  as  the  dusk  became  deeper  and  deeper, 
we  were  finally  too  dozy  to  talk,  and  wrapping  our- 
selves in  our  blankets,  with  our  feet  to  the  fire,  com- 
posed our  tired  bodies  to  rest,  and  if  some  of  us  snored 
a  little  the  others  were  too  tired  to  take  notice. 

Something  more  soul  harrowing  than  a  snore  finally 
woke  one  of  our  party,  who  lost  no  time  in  digging 
us  in  the  ribs  by  no  means  gently,  and  as  we  waked  in 
the  dazed  way  that  people  who  go  to  sleep  in  strange 
enviroimients  do,  [and  demanded  what  on  earth  was 
the  matter,  we  needed  not  our  friend's  answer  to  inform 
us,  for  a  long  drawn  out  terrible  cry  (like  a  woman  in 
dire  distress)  made  us  jump  to  our  feet  in  a  hurry,  and 
again  came  that  awful  cry.  We  were  enough  awake 
by  this  time,  however,  to  recognise  the  sound  as  the 
screech  of  a  mountain  lion,  cougar,  panther,  cata- 
mount, or  whatever  of  his  numerous  aliases  one  is  of 
a  mind  to  call  him,  for  he  is  known  by  them  all.  The 
rascal  was  not  far  off  either,  for  we  could  hear  him 
distinctly  thrashing  through  the  brush. 

To  keep  his  catship  at  a  respectable  distance,  we 
heaped  more  brush  on  our  fire,  which  had  sunk  rather 
low,  and  soon  two  of  us  were  again  in  the  land  of  nod ; 
but  our  friend  who  had  been  first  wakened,  could  not 
be  persuaded  that  there  was  absolutely  no  danger,  so 
long  as  we  had  a  fire,  slept  with  one  eye  open,  if, 
indeed,  he  slept  at  all,  which  is  doubtful,  as  we  were 
frequently  partially  aroused  during  the  remainder  of 
the  night  by  the  crackle  of  the  flames  from  our  fire  as 
he  piled  on  fresh  fuel.  As  he  remarked  in  the  morning, 
"If  fire  would  keep  that  brute  away,  he  proposed  to 
have  fire,  and  plenty  of  it." 

With  the  first  streak  of  dawn  we  arose,  bathed  in  the 
clear  cold  waters  of  the  creek,  which  refreshed  us 
hugely,  and  then  put  our  coffee  and  bacon  over  the 
fire,  and  in  half-an-hour  had  refreshed  our  inner  as 
well  as  our  outer  man.  And  no  one,  who  has  never 
broken  fast  under  similar  conditions,  can  know  how 
(leliciously  everything  tickles  the  palate. 

Our  few  dishes  cleaned  and  put  away,  our  rods  were 
assembled,  and  we  started  for  the  pool  at  the  foot  of 
the  falls,  some  hundreds  of  yards  distant.  We  had 
brought  with  us  protection  from  the  spray  of  the  falls 
which,  far  out,  descends  like  heavy  rain,  and  soon  we 
were  stationed  at  different  points  around  the  great 
basin,  and  while  we  could  not  hear  each  other  even 
though  we  shouted,  so  great  was  the  roar  of  the  falls, 
yet  much  of  the  time  we  could  see  each  other,  though 
sometimes  some  huge  boulder  would  exclude  even  our 
friends  from  our  view,  and  then  the  solitude  seemed 
so  great  as  to  be,  at  times,  depressing,  especially  if  we 
happened  to  think  of  our  strong-lunged  friend  of  the 
night  before.  However,  such  thoughts  came  at  un- 
frequent  intervals  between  bites.  For  the  most  part, 
we  were  too  busy,  casting  our  flies  over  the  troubled 
waters  of  the  pool  and  reeling  in  the  trout,  to  think  of 
much  else.  Our  reels  hummed  quick  tunes  pretty 
frequently,  and  when  some  especially  big  fellow 
took  our  fly  down,  down,  down,  until  it  seemed  as 
though  he  must  have  found  a  hole  under  the  falls  and 
was  on  a  pressing  business  trip  to  China,  the  fun 
became  fast  and  furious ;  but  we  had  our  fill  at  last, 
or  rather  the  day  became  too  far  advanced  for  the  fish 
to  take  the  fly  freely,  and  so  after  a  lunch  at  our  camp 
fire  and  a  good  rest  for  our  tired  bodies  and  excited 
nerves,  with  many  a  yarn  of  the  "  fish  that  got  away  " 
on  this  and  previous  trips,  and  of  vivid  descriptions  of 
the  generalship  displayed  by  some  of  our  victims  of 
the  morning,  as  now  they  broke  from  the  water 
showing  their  whole  glistening  length  in  a  mighty 
spring,  now  shooting  like  a  meteor  for  some  hole 
under  a  great  jagged  rock,  where  he  hoped  to  saw  the 
line  in  two,  and  now  diving  straight  to  the  bottom. 


there  to  sulk  and  rest  from  his  strenuous  exertions 
and  think  up  fresh  schemes  to  out-general  and  bring 
the  skill  of  the  angler  to  naught. 

But  our  watches  told  us  it  was  time  to  wend  our 
way  home  again,  and  so,  regretfully  and  with  many  a 
backward  look  at  the  scene  of  so  much  that  had  given 
us  such  unalloyed  pleasure  for  a  few  hours,  we  started 
back,  and  our  experiences  of  the  preceding  day  were  in 
many  respects  repeated ;  and  tired  but  happy,  and 
with  full  creels  and  pleasant  memories  of  our  little 
outing — memories  that  will  stay  with  us  throughout 
all  the  changing  years — we  reached  home,  to  bend  to 
our  allotted  tasks  the  following  day  with  renewed 
strength  and  vigour,  and  with  eager  anticipations  of 
similar  trips  in  the  near  future.        F.  L.  Bunting. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 


Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  -  Gsonehal  Rbmaess. — The  river  is  bright 
and  sport  has  been  poor.  The  weeds  are  drooping, 
and  a  frosty  night  or  two  would  soon  cut  them  down 
further.  The  fish  are,  however,  beginning  to  work  out 
into  the  stream,  but  are  difficult  to  attract  whilst  the 
water  is  so  clear.  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  win  the 
K.P.S.  perch  competition  on  Monday  (Oct.  6),  and  at 
the  same  time  got  six  dozen  fair-sized  roach.  But 
this  was  in  the  Kingston  stretch,  which  is  coloured 
by  the  sand  washing  from  the  reservoirs.  Mr.  J. 
Smith  won  the  second  prize.  The  Anchor  F.  S.  hold 
a  chub  competition  on  the  Thames  on  Oct.  12  and  13. 
Barbel  appear  to  have  gone  off  the  feed,  and  the  same 
may  be  said  of  bream.  An  eel  weighing  nearly  41b. — 
exact  weight,  3lb.  15^oz. — has  been  caught  near  the 
Albany  Hotel.  Owing  to  the  cold  weather  the  fish 
have  taken  to  deeper  water,  hut  no  doubt  work  out 
of  the  holes  in  search  of  food.  Until  we  get  sufficient 
rain  to  colour  the  water  very  little  sport  is  likely  to 
be  had  until  late  in  the  afternoon  and  evening. — 
F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Heuley). — Sport  has  been  quiet  during  the 

past  week ;  the  water  remains  very  clear,  with  little 
stream,  the  falling  leaves,  weeds,  and  floating  rubbish 
making  fishing  almost  impossible.  A  few  roach  have 
been  caught  during  the  last  hour,  A  perch  of 
lib.  12oz.  has  been  caught,  and  some  small  jack  have 
come  to  the  net.  I  counted  one  hundred  bank  anglers 
between  Shiplake  Lock  and  Henley  on  Oct.  5,  and 
found  sport  was  at  its  very  worst  with  them.  Biin  is 
badly  needed  before  things  can  improve  generally. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeac^i>.  Since  last 
writing  we  have  had  weather  more  like  March  than 
autumn,  with  cold  east  winds.  A  great  many  anglers 
had  a  turn  at  the  roach.  On  account  of  the  bank 
angling  being  clean  only  bait  size  could  be  captured, 
as  many  as  fifty  fish  to  a  rod  on  the  stretch  of  water 
by  Upware.  To-day  (Wednesday)  another  change, 
quite  summer  weather.  Water  good  colour  and  clean. 
Only  a  few  pike  had  by  the  lodes. — John  0.  George, 
Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Eden  (Carlisle).  — The  autumn  salmon  fishing 
cannot  be  said  to  have  begun  in  earnest,  as  the  river 
is  too  low  to  admit  of  fish  running  up  into  the  middle 
and  higher  districts.  But  the  tides  bring  up  a  few 
into  the  lower  reaches,  where  the  Carlisle  Angling 
Association  have  the  angling,  and  the  members  are 
daily  accounting  for  a  fish  or  two.  Oa  Sept.  20 
Mr.  William  Wilson  had  one  of  91b.,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Thompson  one  of  141b.,  and  Mr.  W.  Pattinson  one. 
On  Oct.  2  Mr.  J.  Strong  killed  a  fish  of  8lb.  with  a 
trout-rod.  On  the  4th,  Mr.  W.  J.  Thompson  had  two, 
181b.  and  lUb. ;  Mr.  W.  Wilson  one,  151b. ;  Mr.  R. 
Bell  one,  201b. ;  Mr.  M.  Cowan  one,  201b.  On  the  Gib, 
Mr.  W.  Wilson  one,  201b. ;  Mr.  S.  Eobson  one,  and 
Mr.  W.  Pattinson  two,  lOlb.  and  28lb.  These  were  all 
killed  below  Carlisle.  There  appears  to  be  a  good 
many  fish  in  the  Solway,  and  a  rise  of  three  or  four 
feet  in  the  river  is  much  needed.  If  this  does  not 
come  soon  the  upper  proprietors  will  fair  badly,  and 
it  is  they  who  breed  the  fish  for  us. — Silver  Grey. 

Iisk  (Whitby).— Anglers  continue  to  fare  badly, 
the  absence  of  rain  being  responsible  for  an  almost 
stagnant  condition  of  the  water  on  the  upper  reaches. 
In  the  tideway  an  isolated  catch  or  two  are  reported, 
and  as  the  fish  are  unable  to  ascend  the  weir  on  ac- 
count of  the  insufficiency  of  water,  many  have  been 
turned  over  by  the  keepers.  Sea  angling  also  continues 
to  provide  only  indifferent  sport,  adverse  weather 
having  much  retarded  operations.  From  the  quays  a 
few  fish  have  been  taken  with  the  bottom  line.— J. 
Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Winds  from  the  N.B. 
and  E.  have  spoilt  chances  of  good  catches,  and 
beyond  a  few  roach  in  the  river  in  the  middle  of  the 
day  few  anglers  have  met  with  any  sport.  In  the 
canal  a  few  perch  and  roach  and  pike  have  been  ta.keo, 
but  the  carp  have  not  been  in  evidence,  and  the  samei 
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remarks  apply  to  tench  and  eels.  Prospects  for  the 
next  few  days  are  not  promising,  and  we  are  all  wait- 
ing for  a  warmer  and  more  genial  climate.  Perhaps 
after  the  wonderful  comet  has  hummed  round  things 
will  improve  generally. — Red  Palmeh. 

Fen  District  (South  Linos  and  Cambs).— 
Angling  in  the  South  Lincolnshire  drains  is  very  dis- 
appointing. Roach  fishing,  which  ought  to  be  really 
good  in  September,  scarcely  needs  any  attention  ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  bream  fishing  still  continues,  and 
now  and  again  decent  takes  are  recorded.  Why  this 
state  of  things  should  exist  is  somewhat  puzzling; 
the  water  is  apparently  in  grand  trim  for  sport,  and 
there  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  water.  The  only  thing 
which  seems  likely  to  account  for  want  of  sport  is  the 
cold  easterly  winds  and  the  dull  weather.  Drains  are 
very  weedy,  and  angling  is  very  difficult  from  that 
cause.  I  hear,  however,  that  a  second  cutting  is  con- 
templated. The  Forty-foot,  which  is  one  of  the  best 
pike  drains,  is  so  full  of  weeds  that  success  is  very 
problematical ;  only  small  fish  come  to  hand.  About 
Billingborough  complaints  are  loud.  On  the  Welland 
things  are  reported  after  a  better  fashion,  fish  up  to 
81b.  or  91b.  have  been  recorded,  but  some  of  these  have 
been  taken  from  ponds. — Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tribntaries. — On  account  of  the  con- 
tinued absence  of  heavy  rain  the  Lea  and  its  tributaries 
remain  in  the  same  condition  as  last  week — gin-clear. 
The  cold  winds  have  also  not  been  in  favour  of  the 
roach-angler,  although  they  have  put  the  pike  and 
perch  more  on  the  move.  Both  in  the  lower  and 
upper  waters  some  good-sized  perch  have  been  caught, 
minnow  proving  the  killing  bait.  Up  to  Wednesday 
night  I  had  heard  of  no  good  sport  among  the  Lea 
roach,  and  I  do  not  anticipate  any  satisfactory  results 
until  the  river  has  been  well  freshened  up.  New 
water  would  improve  sport  all  round,  and  the  sooner 
the  river  is  flushed  the  better. — Izaae  Walton. 

VvLgg  and  Arrow  (Leominsterj—Both  these 
Btreams  continue  to  run  in  good  order  for  fishing. 
The  weather  has  ;been  more  settled,  and  with  cold 
nights  and  fine  days  has  brought  the  fish  well  on  the 
move,  and  they  have  been  rising  freely  at  the  fly. 
There  has  been  a  good  few  anglers  out  this  week,  and 
they  have  used  Red  Tag,  Green  Lisect,  Whirling  Blue, 
Silver  Dun,  Hare's  Ear,  Willow,  and  Blue  Gnat,  and 
some  very  nice  lots  of  grayling  have  been  taken. 
Grasshopper  fishing  has  improved,  and  some  large 
grayling  have  been  landed.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday, 
with  the  fly,  sport  was  good.  With  fine  weather 
prospects  for  sport  are  good.  The  Pinsley  is  in  good 
order. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  continue  in  excellent  order,  but  owing  to 
changeable  weather  the  last  two  or  three  days 
the  grayling  have  not  been  sporting  as  freely  as  last 
week.  On  Wednesday  appearances  indicated  more 
settled  weather,  in  which  case  grayling  would  be 
likely  to  resume  rising  freely,  as  there  is  plenty  of 
natural  flies  on  the  water.  Taken  altogether  the 
prospects  for  next  week  are  promising.  All  the 
autumn  flies  are  now  out.  Grasshopper  (sink  and 
draw)  fishing  fairly  good.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry,  Hunts).— We  have  had 
a  spell  of  very  rough  weather,  cold  east  winds,  etc  , 
not  conducive  to  good  sport,  so  not  much  has  been 
done  during  the  week.  Several  rods  were  out  on 
Oct.  5,  6,  and  7,  but  only  resulted  in  small  pike  ; 
nothing  over  41b.  I  hear  was  taken.  Every  week 
now,  however,  makes  a  great  difference  in  the  prospect 
of  sport,  as  the  rotten  weeds  wash  away  and  leave  room 
for  paternostering,  etc. — A.  Scabd. 

Sussex  Bivers,  Harbours,  and  Cbicbester 
Canal.— The  weather  has  been  fine,  but  fish  have 
not  been  on  the  feed.  The  Ouse  has  been  unre- 
munerative,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  small  pike 
from  Barcombe  Mills  and  Isfield.  The  Adur  has 
6shed  fairly  well,  as  from  the  upper  reach  at  Henfield 
roach  and  dace  have  given  sport.  Anglers  in  the 
south  will  be  sorry  to  learn  that  the  Cuckmere  has 
been  almost  decimated.  On  Oct.  5  hundreds  of  bream, 
roach,  and  dace  were  to  be  seen  killed  by  the  salt 
water  coming  up  on  the  big  tides;  the  looks  being 
drawn  from  above,  there  was  no  influx  of  fresh  water 
for  the  fish  to  head  up  to.  It  is  a  great  pity,  but  who 
is  to  blame  ?  At  Chichester  the  pot-hunters  are  taking 
pike  from  lib.  upwards  with  live  gorge.  No  chance 
for  fish  to  grow  or  for  legitimate  anglers.— Geoeoe 
F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).-  The  Teme  in  this  part  is  run- 
ning clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  foi' 
angling.  The  weather  has  been  in  every  way  suitable 
for  fishing,  with  frosty  nights  followed  by  foggy 
morniDgs  and  dull  days,  and  has  been  good  for 
grajling.  The  grayling  have  been  well  on  the  feed, 
and  there  have  been  a  good  few  anglers  out.  The  flies 
used  are  the  Blue  Gnat,  Hare's  Ear,  Red  Tag, 
Whirling  I',lue,  Silver  Twisted  Blue,  Green  Insect^ 
and  Willow.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  tried  with 
worms  and  maggot,  but  the  latter  bait  has  been 
most  Buccescful,  and  good  dishes  of  dace  and  roach 
have  been  landed  with  them.  There  has  been  some 
nice  perch  landed  with  worm.  Grasshopper  fishing 
should  now  be  good,  as  the  grayling  are  moving  in 


deep  water.  On  Saturday  (Oct.  4)  an  angler  was  out 
below  Ludlow,  and  with  Green  Insect  and  Red  Tag 
landed  eight  grayling  and  some  good  dace.  On 
Monday  sport  was  good  below  Ludford  with  Hare's 
Ear  and  Willow.  Near  Ashford  some  good  dishes  of 
grayling  and  coarse  fish  have  been  landed  on  the  fly 
and  maggot.  The  prospects  for  next  week  are  good. 
The  Ony,  Gorve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  good 
order,  and  sport  good  in  them. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  part  is  in 
good  order  for  grayling  fishing,  being  clear  and  a  nice 
level.  The  weather  has  been  suitable  for  grayling 
fishing  with  cold  frosty  nights  and  foggy  mornings. 
The  leaves  have  begun  to  come  off  the  trees,  and  are 
a  nuisance  to  fly  fishers,  but  the  grayling  are  more  on 
the  move  since  the  leaves  are  coming  down  ;  there 
has  been  a  fair  number  of  rods  out,  and  sport  has  been 
very  good  with  the  fly.  The  chief  flies  to  use  are  Red 
Tag, , Whirling  Blue,  Green  Insect,  Willow,  Hare's 
Ear,  and  Silver  Dun.  The  prospects  for  fishing  in 
this  part  good. — Wobcesteb. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  Xortli  Lincolnshire).— 
Pishing  on  the  Witham  taken  all  round  is  very  poor. 
In  the  deep  swim  below  Anton  Gowts  there  has  been 
some  pretty  good  sport  among  bream.  A  Boston  angler 
from  a  boat  caught!  about  a  score  with  bread  paste, 
which  ran  between  21b.  and  41b.  Other  boat  anglers 
and  some  from  the  banks  have  had  good  success.  It 
seems  as  though  bream  were  settled  here  for  the 
winter.  Last  year  they  were  taken  as  late  as  Novem- 
ber. Roach  anglers  have  had  poor  success,  but  some 
nice  ones  were  taken  at  Southrey  with  potato  bait. 
Yellow  paste  has  also  been  successful.  There  have 
been  a  few  pike  captured  but  they  have  been  mostly 
fish  of  21b.  or  31b.  Rarely  have  they  exceeded  41b. 
Perch  have  been  lively,  running  up  to  lib.  each. 
Tench  fishing  has  been  quiet,  and  fishing  at  Billinghay 
drain  end  a  few  of  the  dusky  fish  have  come  to  hand. 
On  Monday  there  was  a  big  fishing  match  with  its 
centre  at  Kirkstead.  Seven  hundred  and  thirty 
Sheffield  anglers  took  part  and  commenced  at  twelve 
o'clock.  J.  Slater,  of  Sheffield,  won  the  first  prize  by 
4lb.  10|oz.  It  also  included  a  silver  cup  presented 
by  Mr.  Short.  There  are  no  reports  of  sport  from  the 
drains  about  Boston. — Luci. 

Wye  (Builth  Wells). — The  trout  season  has 
ended,  and  it  has  been  more  successful  than  past 
years  owing  to  rivers  being  kept  up  by  rains.  River 
too  low  for  salmon  fishing  now.  If  there  is  no  rain 
soon,  the  back-end  fishing  will  be  a  failure. — -W.  B. 
RoBEBTS,  Anglers'  Depot,  Builth  Wells. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
have  been  in  fairly  good  order  for  both  fly  and  bottom 
fishing  during  the  greater  part  of  the  past  week,  and 
considering  the  easterly  wind,  which  has  been  un- 
favourable for  the  fly,  some  very  good  baskets  of 
grayling  have  been  taken.  The  Wye  especially  has 
yielded  a  nice  lot  of  fish ;  Mr.  F.  Dare  Mordle  on 
several  occasions  obtained  creels  ranging  from  four  to 
eight  and  nine  brace,  also  several  other  gentlemen  taking 
five  and  six  brace  each.  The  Derwent  has  also  afforded 
good  sport ;  this  river  at  Ghatsworth  has  a  very  dark 
woodland  water,  and  when  clear  some  good  fishing 
may  be  expected,  as  this  month  affords  the  best 
grayling.  The  Darley  Dale  Glub's  water  has  yielded 
a  few  nice  baskets,  several  gentlemen  taking  four, 
five,  and  six  brace  on  Friday  and  Saturday  (Oct.  3 
and  4).  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Hassam,  fishing  the 
Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  water, 
have  also  taken  a  nice  lot  of  grayling,  the  latter 
gentleman  landing  five  brace  on  Thursday  (Oct.  2), 
four  brace  on  Friday  (Oct.  3),  and  three  brace  on 
Tuesday  last.  The  prospect  is  good,  and  the  follow- 
ing flies  will  be  useful : — Apple  Green,  Cooper's 
Fancy,  Needle  Fly,  Red  and  Grey  Quills,  Hare's  Ear 
Dun,  Grey  Palmer,  and  Red  Tag. — Dottebel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Torks). — During  the  dull,  cold,  cheerless  weather 
which  we  have  of  late  experienced  I  find  the  grayling 
take  the  Snipe  and  Purple,  Dark  Needle  and  Dark  Olive 
Bloa  better  than  anything  else,  and  with  those  flies  I 
have  picked  up  a  few  decent  dishes,  my  best  being  one 
of  seven  brace  on  Wednesday,  but  the  fish  would  not 
look  at  any  of  the  "  fancy  "  flies  at  all.  No  doubt  as 
the  weather  gets  more  crisp  and  bright  the  Red  Tag, 
Green  Insect,  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  etc.,  will  tempt 
them  J.  Blades  has  been  getting  a  few  fish  in  the 
Hawes  Angling  Association  length  with  the  Red 
Palmer,  Purple  Dun,  Apple  Green  Dun,  and  Yellow 
Partridge,  the  latter  tied  on  a  No.  0  hook,  but,  like 
everyone  else  I  have  come  across,  he  finds  the  fish  rise 
very  short,  but  the  water  is  in  nice  trim,  and 
with  an  improvement  in  atmospheric  conditions 
an  improvement  may  be  looked  for.  Some  fresh 
water   ran  into  tho  Swale  on  Tuesday,   and  will 


Oratlinq  Fishing.— Anglers  requiring  reliable  Uckle  sliould 
apply  to  J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depflt,  Leeds.  He  has 
had  more  experience  of  grayling  fishing  than  anyone  in  the 
tiwle.  Send  Is.  6d.  forcastof  fliea  guaranteed  to  catch  grayling. 
Sample  dozen  best  flies,  2s.  Miller's  crank  shanked  hooks  keep 
the  worm  in  position — Is.  per  dozen  on  16in.  of  best  drawn 
gut.  Special  value.  Pike  and  roach  tackle  of  the  best  quality 
at  lowest  prices.  All  goods  of  reliable  quality  only.  See  price 
lists,  post  free,  before  buying. 


brighten  matters  up  a  bi';.  During  the  week  some 
g  -od  roach  have  been  caught  in  the  lower  waters  of 
the  river,  also  in  the  Bedale  Beck.  The  Wiske  has 
been  in  good  trim  for  pike  fishing,  and  as  a  rule  fair 
sport  has  been  met  with.  On  Oct.  4  the  members  of 
the  Stockton  Moor  Steel  Smelting  Co.'s  Angling  Club 
had  their  annual  match  on  the  " go  as  you  please" 
fashion ;  the  Swale  in  the  vicinity  of  Morton  Bridge 
was  very  low  and  takes  poor.  The  chief  prize-takers 
were  Messrs.  J.  Griffiths,  G.  Staniforth,  T.  Jones, 
A.  Staniforth,  T.  Holmes,  J.  Sutton,  and  T.  Stark. 
The  York  Phoenix  Angling  Association  fished  their 
annual  sweepstakes  on  Saturday  last  at  Scoreby, 
The  following  were  the  chief  winners : — Messrs. 
J.  Smith,  G.  Armstrong,  W.  Smith,  J.  Price,  P. 
Dove,  W.  Vanse,  H.  Key,  and  R.  Brady.  The  £100 
Sweepstakes  promoted  by  the  Sheffield  Amalgamated 
Anglers'  Society  took  place  on  Monday  (Oct.  6)  in  the 
Witham  between  Lincoln  and  Boston.  The  seven 
hundred  and  thirty  competitors  found  the  water  in 
good  order,  but  the  weather  was  dull  and  miserable. 
The  following  were  the  principal  winners — -Messrs.  J. 
Slater,  41b.  lOioz.,  1st ;  H.  Clarbro,  41b.  9Joz.,  2nd ; 
J.  W.  Lee,  41b.  8Joz. ;  J.  Hall,  41b.  l^oz. ;  G.  Stani- 
forth, 41b.  loz.  ;  R.  Champion,  31b.  ISJoz. ;  R.  Spill, 
31b.  gjoz. ;  A.  Fry,  21b.  14Joz. ;  and  F.  Rose,  21b.  IS^oz. 
— John  E.  Millee,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  principal  pools 
of  both  rivers  are  now  fairly  well  crowded  with  salmon, 
but  they  continue  to  be  very  shy  in  rising  to  the  fly. 
Mr.  A.  B.  Giles,  staying  at  the  Graham  Arms  Hotel, 
Longtown,  has  had  some  good  baskets  of  herling  and 
some  sea-trout  below  Longtown  in  Mr.  Wm.  Bell's 
water.  Fishing  in  the  Double  water  between  Wetherby 
and  Ganonbie,  Mr.  Maxwell  killed  a  salmon  of  101b., 
and  Mr.  Hyde,  London,  landed  one  on  Friday  weigh- 
ing 131b.  Both  were  got  in  the  Cauldron  pool, 
which  has  been  affording  good  sport  recently  both 
on  the  English  and  Scottish  sides.  Below  Long- 
town  pike  are  still  giving  trouble.  The  Rev.  M. 
C.  Graham,  of  Arthuret,  killed  one  of  41b.,  and 
Mr.  E.  Monkhouse,  Longtown,  caught  one  weighing 
4Jlb.  Two  other  anglers,  who  are  said  to  have  been 
fishing  for  chub,  also  caught  two  pike  in  the  same 
water.  In  the  Ganonbie  water,  Mr.  Thos.  Steel,  Bow- 
holm,  caught  a  salmon  of  71b.  in  Mill  Pool,  and 
Dr.  Hogan,  Edinburgh,  creeled  23  herling  and  66 
yellow  trout.  Fishing  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Liddle,  Mr.  W.  Stoddart,  of  Newcastleton,  caught  a 
sea-trout  and  11  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  W.  Murray, 
Oopshawholm,  caught  a  fine  salmon  of  181b.  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Liddle.  Pishing  near  Kershopefoot  in 
the  Liddle,  Mr.  J.  Johnstone  caught  a  small  salmon 
weighing  81b.,  and  lost  another  one  above  Penton 
Bridge  after  a  good  run.  Mr.  J.  Blair,  Haithwaite 
Gate,  has  had  several  sea-trout  and  herling  below 
Penton  Linns.  Mr.  J.  Thompson,  Edinburgh,  caught 
half  a  dozen  herling,  and  one  sea-trout  weighing 
3Jlb.  in  the  same  water.  Mr.  J.  Garruthers,  New- 
castle, has  had  good  baskets  of  sea-trout  and  herling 
and  some  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Poster  had  some  sea- 
trout  and  herling  in  the  lower  waters  of  the  Liddle, 
and  at  another  fishing  a  salmon  of  81b.  Mr.  Brown, 
Ganonbie,  had  a  catch  of  9  herling  and  a  good 
haul  of  yellow  trout.  Dr.  Trever  has  had  a 
salmon  of  71b.,  and  some  good  baskets  of  sea- 
trout  and  yellow  trout  in  the  Liddle.  In 
the  Duke  of  Buocleuch's  reserve  water  of  the  Esk, 
below  Langholm,  the  Hon.  T.  W.  Brand  has  had 
fairly  good  sport  with  salmon,  having  taking  three  at 
a  fishing.  In  Ganonbie  water.  Dr.  Anderson,  Esk- 
bank,  has  had  good  sport  with  herling  and  sea- trout,  one 
weighing  41b.  M.  J.  Graham,  Ganonbie,  has  had 
good  baskets  of  sea-trout  and  herling,  but  has  not 
succeeded  with  salmon  up  to  the  present ;  yet  plenty 
are  to  be  seen  at  Ganonbie  Bridge,  and  in  all  the 
pools  down  the  water.  A  gentleman  staying  at  the 
Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Ganonbie,  had  a  small  salmon  in 
the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk.  Mr.  A.  Goodson 
hooked  a  salmon  in  the  Willow  pool,  and  after  a  busy 
run  on  the  sand  bed  lost  it.  Fishing  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Liddle,  Mr.  J.  Armstrong  had  a  dozen 
herling  and  some  yellow  trout.  Mr.  F.  Little,  Byre- 
burn,  has  had  good  baskets  of  herling  and  yellow  trout. 
Mr.  James  Scott,  Glaygate,  has  also  had  good  sport 
below  Byreburn  foot  with  sea-trout  and  herling.  Mr. 
A.  Porteous,  Ganonbie,  has  had  fair  sport  with 
herling  and  sea-trout  during  the  week.  Mr.  A. 
McMillan,  Langholm,  got  broke  with  a  salmon 
above  Skipper's  Bridge.  Messrs.  J.  Graham  and 
J.  Hawkins,  Langholm,  have  each  had  fairly  good 
baskets  of  herling  and  yellow  trout.  Pishing  in  the 
Cauldron  Pool,  a  gentleman  from  Newcastle  got  broke 
with  a  heavy  salmon.  The  same  angler  was  equally 
unfortunate  in  the  Willow  Pool,  which  is  much  more 
fishable  than  the  rugged  Cauldron,  more  especially 
the  Cauldron  stream,  which  is  a  roaring  torrent  when 
the  river  rises  a  trifle. — Gilnockie. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire). — On  Major  Davidson  Dess's 
water  on  Oct.  6,  Mr.  James  Harper  (proprietor  of 
William  Brown  &  Co.,  Aberdeen),  two  salmon  and  a 
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grilse,  26Jlb.,  101b.,  and  51b.  The  Dee  keeps  very  low, 
and  in  consequence  we  are  having  a  repetition  of  last 
season,  and  toe  big  fish  will  not  run  up  until  we  get  a 
good  spate,  and  we  are  loath  to  pray  for  this  in  pity 
for  the  farmers  who  are  very  backward  with  their 
harvest, — W.  B. 

Devaron  (Banffshire).-  During  the  past  week 
spoit  has  been  only  fair,  the  river  being  too  low  and 
clear.  Keen  frost  was  also  experienced.  On  the  Dufi 
House  portion,  on  October  1,  Judge  Gye,  who  is 
staying  at  the  Fife  Arms  Hotel,  Banff,  had  a  nice 
salmon  of  261b. ;  and  on  Saturday  last,  on  the  Fife  Arms 
portion  of  the  river,  Mr.  R  Wyllie,  Banff,  had  a  fine 
fish  of  181b. ;  and  Mr.  Williams,  London,  one  of  24lb. 
On  the  Ardmeallie  water  on  the  same  day,  Mr.  Clay  had 
a  fish  of  similar  weight.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
river  a  good  few  fish  have  been  killed.  Mr.  Haigh, 
lessee  of  the  Upper  Cabrach  shootings,  had  two,  of 
71b.  and  91b.  respectively.  On  Lower  Cabrach,  Mr. 
Allan  Fraser,  Dufftown,  had  three  fish,  and  Mr. 
Ferrier,  Dufftown,  one  fish.  Dr.  Lawson,  Banchory, 
at  present  residing  at  Lower  Ardwell,  had  one  of  101b., 
and  Mr.  Lawson,  Dundee,  one  of  121b. ;  Mr.  Garden, 
Dufftown,  had  one  of  161b.,  and  Mr.  Allan  one  of  over 
61b. ;  Mr.  John  Martin,  Huntly,  had  two  fish,  of  91b. 
and  17Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Andrew  McKenzie  one  of  91b. 
There  was  launched  last  week  at  Banff  a  handsome 
skiff,  built  to  the  order  of  the  Fishery  Board  of  the 
district  of  the  river  Deveron.  The  vessel  is  intended 
for  use  in  the  Deveron,  and  to  patrol  the  adjacent 
sea-coast  for  the  protection  of  the  salmon  fisheries. 
— H.  W. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— The  anticipated  spate 
has  not  yet  come,  and  what  with  snow  on  the  near 
hills,  the  riverj  down  to  lowest  summer  level  and  as 
clear  as  ciystal,  no  wonder  that  sport  is  at  a  discount. 
Fish  there  are  in  abundance  on  the  lower  reaches, 
but  they  are  not  running  inland,  nor  will  they  do  so 
till  a  moving  (  f  the  waters  takes  place.  On  the  Dess 
water  Major  Davidson's  fisherman  had  two  last  week, 
and  Mrs.  Pickering's,  on  the  Kincardine  water,  three. 
On  the  Aboyne  and  Glentana  the  river  is  too  low  and 
clear,  and  even  should  the  favouring  floods  come 
away  they  will  be  all  too  late  to  be  of  muoh  good  on 
these  parts  or  higher  up,  as  far  as  autumn  fish  are 
concerned.  On  the  Mar  Lodge  section  the  Duchess 
of  Fife  still  continues  to  grass  an  occasional  summer 
fish,  although  her  record  this  year  is  not  what 
it  has  been  in  past  seisons.  She  will,  how- 
ever, fish  on  to  the  end  of  the  season.  On 
the  Blackball  Castle  water,  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  creeled 
two  fish,  of  8lb.  and  121b. ;  Lord  and  Lady  Penrhyn 
had  to  do  with  several  on  the  Oairnton,  and  Mr. 
Maitland  one  or  two  small  fish  on  the  Invery.  A  few 
have  been  got  on  the  Crathes  Park  and  lower  beats. 
Another  angler  on  the  tidal  waters  creeled  an 
81b.  fish  to  a  small  Silver  and  Cinnamon,  and  Mr. 
Smith,  on  Cults  free  water,  had  one  to  the  prawn. 
The  tidal  anglers  are  making  more  of  the  salmon  than 
those  on  the  upper  waters,  but  they  are  losing  many 
of  the  fish  on  account  of  their  light  tackle.  The 
Don. — There  is  a  heavy  head  of  fish  below  the  dam 
dykes  waiting  to  get  up  with  the  first  rise  in  the 
river,  and  till  then  only  the  sniggerer  and  the  poacher 
can  have  a  hand  in.  The  Ytha.n. — Messrs.  Gibb, 
Macintosh,  Ross  and  others  had  fair  baskets  on 
Wednesday  (Oct.  1),  but  here  angling  is  also  at  the 
lowest  level. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland.— The  Border  rivers  of  the 
Solway  district  are  remarkably  low  and  clear  for  the 
beginning  of  October,  and  the  autumn  salmon  fishing 
is  at  a  compkts  standstill  on  this  account.  This  wesk 
the  rivers  are  quite  as  low  and  clear  as  they  were  at 
any  time  during  the  past  summer.  Salmon  are 
migratiug  very  slowly  to  the  streams,  and  as  a  matter 
of  fact  it  would  be  difficult  for  fish  to  ascend  above 
the  tidal  reaches  in  most  of  the  rivers  just  now.  There 
are  undoubtedly  plenty  of  fish  in  the  Solway  waiting 
for  floods  to  allow  them  to  ascend  the  river^j. 
With  a  high  and  steady  barometer  and  exceptionally 
fine  weather  over  this  part  of  the  country,  the  pros- 
pects of  any  immediate  rainfall  sufficient  1 3  b.  ini;  a 
flood  is  remote  indeed.  The  outlook  for  some  of  the 
earliest  closing  rivers  is  becoming  grave,  as  in  about 
three  weeks  they  will  close  their  angling.  At  present 
it  is  impossible  to  keep  a  small  saltnon  fly  afloit  on 
most  of  the  pools,  which  are  dead  low  aad  have  no 
current.  The  Border  Esk  as  also  the  Gilloway 
and  Ayrshire  rivers  will  close  thtir  rod  fishing 
at  the  end  of  the  present  month,  ^^hile  the 
Annan  and  Nith,  which  are  admitted  to  be  the  latest 
anglipg  rivers  in  south  of  Scotland,  do  not  close  until 
the  evening  of  Nov.  15.  The  Annan.— This  river  is 
at  a  low  ebb  just  now,  and  autumn  salmon  are  creep- 
ing up  this  river  very  slowly.  Above  the  tidal  reaches 
they  cannot  ascend.  In  the  lower  pools  a  few  have 
gathered,  but  the  sight  of  a  fly  makes  them  scurry  off 
at  once.  Sport  is  at  a  complete  standstill,  and  the 
herling  fishing  has  fallen  off  as  well.  A  few  her- 
ling  are  being  caught  hero  and  there  with  the 
evening  fly,  but  most  of  the  anglers  have  given  up 
fishing  for  both  herling  and  trout  now.  The  Nith.— 
There  has  been  no  sport  on  this  river  for  a  considerable 
time,  on  account  of  the  low  state  of  the  river.    In  the 


Mid-Nithsdale  part  of  the  district,  as  also  at  Sanquhar, 
nothing  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  angling  for  some 
time  owing  to  the  low  condition  of  the  river.  The 
Galloway  Rivers. — There  is  a  fair  show  of  salmon  in 
the  Cree  of  Newton  Stewart,  hut  there  is  nothing 
doing  in  the  low  waters.  The  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire 
as  also  the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse  are  yielding  no  sport  for 
the  same  reason,  and  there  cannot  be  any  alteration  until 
after  a  heavy  fall  of  rain  to  bring  a  flood  in  the  rivers. 
Ayeshibe  Rivers. — Rivers  too  low  for  sport.  Trout 
fishing  is  over  for  the  season  and  salmon  fishing  is  at 
a  standstill.  A  flood  in  the  rivers  is  muoh  wanted 
now  that  the  farmers  have  gathered  in  their  crops. 
There  are  no  signs  of  rain  yet. — Heatheebbll. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Although  the  water  was  not 
in  the  best  of  condition  sport  was  fairly  good  last 
week.  The  Prince  of  Wales  has  since  returned  south. 
Favoured  with  very  fair  weather  during  his  visit  to 
Gordon  Castle  he  fished  the  Spey  from  ten  o'clock 
every  morning  till  six  o'clock  at  night,  but  luck  was 
against  him,  the  only  day  he  succeeded  being  on 
Monday  when  he  landed  two  very  fine  salmon, 
weighing  261b.  and  181b.  respectively.  Seals  were 
blamed  as  the  cause  for  scaring  the  fish  from  the 
pools,  but  one  of  them  was  shot  by  Hon.  Bernard 
Gordon-Lennox.  On  Monday  Lady  Settrington 
caught  a  splendid  salmon  of  371b.  weight,  the 
largest  killed  this  season.  This  day  week 
Countess  Cadogan  also  landed  from  the  Castle  water 
one  weighing  201b.,  whilst  Lady  Sassoon  also  killed 
two  salmon.  From  the  Aberlour  water,  on  Thursday 
(Oct.  2),  Mr.  Jas.  Reid,  keeper,  had  a  grilse  of  3Jlb. 
weight ;  and  from  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on 
Wednesday,  Master  Allan  Arthur,  one  of  41b. ; 
while  from  the  Aikemray  water  Mr.  Fraser  landed 
three  salmon,  weighing  each  Sljlb.,  81b.,  and  31b., 
besides  a  grilse  of  81b.  On  the  Rothes  water, 
Mr.  John  Dallas,  fisherman,  killed  a  grilse  of  61b. 
Trout  fishing  on  the  river  closed  on  Sept.  30,  and 
might  have  closed  a  month  ago  without  loss  to  the 
angler,  for  never  in  the  experience  of  the  latter  were 
the  returns  so  small  for  the  labour  expended. — J.  M. 

Tay.  The  river  Tay  during  the  past  week  has  been 

rather  low  for  first-rate  angling,  but  all  things  con- 
sidered fair  sport  has  been  got,  which  was  quite  equal 
to  the  sport  got  the  previous  week.  The  river  is  quite 
alive  with  fish,  but  they  appear  very  shy.  Anglers 
are  hoping  for  another  good  flood  before  the  fishing 
closes  on  Wednesday.  The  following  are  notes  of  the 
principal  takes  for  week  ending  Oct.  7.  Meiklbour. 

 Fishing  the  upper  beat  on  Oct.  1  the  Duke  of  Bedford 

landed  one  salmon  of  161b.,  and  on  the  lower  beat  the 
following  day  the  Duchess  of  Bedford  killed  one  salmon 
of  171b  and  a  grilse  of  101b.  On  Oct.  7  Admiral  Lord 
Clanwilliam  caught  two  salmon  of  171b.  and  131b. 
ISLAMOUTH.— Lord  Blythswood  fishing  this  water  on 
Oct.  1  landed  one  salmon  of  171b.  and  a  grilse  of  81b., 
and  Mr.  L.  Campbell  one  grilse  of  71b.  On  Oct.  3 
Colonel  Duthie  caught  one  salmon  of  12Jlb.  On  Oct.  6 
Admiral  Lord  Clanwilliam  had  three  salmon  of  151b., 
141b.,  and  131b.,  and  Lord  Blythswood  a  fish  of  171b. 
Upper  Cargill  and  Ballathib.  —  Fishing  this 
beat  on  Oct.  2,  Lord  Wolverton  killed  one  salmon  of 
201b.,  and  a  grilse  of  121b.  On  Oct.  4,  Colonel 
Bridgeman  and  Mr.  Moon  landed  two  grilse  of  101b. 
and  91b.,  and  on  Oct.  7  Lord  Cairns  had  three  salmon 
of  22lb.,  201b.,  and  161b.  Lower  Cargill  and 
Ballathie. — Lord  Cairns,  fishing  this  water  on 
Oct.  1,  landed  two  salmon  of  261b.  and  161b.,  and 
Lord  Wolverton  one  grilse  of  91b.  On  Oct.  3, 
Lord  Hardwicke  had  one  salmon  of  191b.  and 
a  grilse  of  91b.,  and  Lord  Cairns  a  grilse 
of  81b.  ;  and  on  Oct.  6,  Lord  Cairns  killed  seven 
salmon,  441b.,  251b  ,  211b.,  201b.,  191b.,  171b.,  and  131b., 
and  three  grilse  of  81b.,  81b.  and  61b.  The  441b.  fish, 
which  was  a  fine  specimen,  was  sent  to  Mr.  Mallooh, 
Perth,  to  be  cast.  Upper  Stobhall.— -Fishing  this 
stretch  on  Oct.  1,  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  and  Mr.  G.  H. 
Coats  landed  six  salmon,  of  181b.,  181b.,  161b.,  151b., 
141b.,  and  121b.,  and  one  grilse  of  81b.  On  the  3rd, 
Mr.  Archibald  Coats  and  Mr.  P.  Illingworth  killed 
two  grilse,  of  321b.  and  17ib.,  and  four  grilse  of  121b., 
lllb.,  101b.  and  91b.,  and  from  the  second  boat,  Mr. 
P.  M.  Coats  and  Mr.  W.  Baden-Powell  had  one 
salmon  of  18lb.  On  the  6th,  Mr.  A.  Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D. 
Malloch  caught  three  salmon,  of  361b.,  18lb.,  and  13lb., 
and  two  grilse  of  9lb.  and  8lb.  From  the  second  boat 
Mr.  W.  Baden-Powell  had  one  salmon  of  191b. 
Lower  Stobhall.— Mr.  Archibald  Coats  and  Mr.  P. 
Illingworth,  fishing  this  water  on  Oct.  2,  killed  two 
gribe  of  101b.  and  81b. ;  on  the  4th,  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats 
and  Mr.  W.  H.  Coats  landed  three  grilse  of  91b.,  81b., 
and  71b.;  and  on  the  7th,  Mr.  Archibald  Coats 
and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  caught  one  salmon  of 
211b.  and  four  grilse  of  12lb ,  101b.,  101b.,  and 
7lb.  Upper  Taymount.  —  Fishing  this  beat  on 
Oct.  2,  Lord  Hardwicke  landed  two  salmon  of 
301b.  and  191b.,  and  one  grilse  of  9lb.  On  the  4th, 
Mr.  A.  Murray  had  four  salmon  of  24lb.,  201b.  181b., 
and  16lb.,  and  three  grilse  of  91b.,  lOlb.,  and  lOlb. ; 
and  on  the  7th  a  grilse  of  91b.  Lower  Taymount.— 
Mr.  0.  A.  Murray,  fishing  this  water  on  Oct.  1,  landed 
two  fish  of  27lb.  and  181b.,  and  three  grilse  of  91b., 
lOlb.,  and  lOlb.    On  the  3rd,  Mrs,  E,  Moon  caught 


one  salmon  of  191b.,  and  three  grilse  of  81b.,  lOlb  ,  and 
lllb. ;  and  on  the  6th,  Mr.  A.  Murray  killed  three  fish 
of  291b.,  201b.  and  18lb.,  and  four  grilse  of  81b., 
8lb.,  lOlb.,  and  lllb.  Burnmouth  -Pishing  this 
stretch  on  Oct.  4,  Lord  Hardwicke  landed 
two  salmon  of  201b.  and  19lb.  On  the  7th, 
Mr.  Wilson  had  one  salmon  of  131b.,  and  the  boatman 
one  fish  of  161b.  and  a  grilse  of  91b.  Burnmouth 
Stobhall. — Mr.  Iver  Johnston,  fishing  this  bea*;  on  Ist 
inst.,  killed  one  salmon  of  451b.  and  a  grilse  of  8lb., 
and  on  3rd  inst.  Mr.  T.  W.  Wolff,  M.P.,  Mr.  Wilson 
and  Mr.  Andrews  landed  four  grilse  of  8ilb.,  8Jlb., 
8Jlb.,  and  101b.  Upper  Stanley.  —  Fishing  this 
water  on  2nd  inst.,  Mr.  F.  La  Tour  Mason  landed 
one  salmon  of  21lb.,  and  on  Oct.  7  Mr.  M.  Trevelyn 
Martin  killed  one  grilse  of  71b.  Lower  Stanley.— 
Miss  E.  Maxwell  Tyte,  fishing  this  beit  on  Oct.  1, 
landed  one  grilse  of  9lb.,  and  on  Oct.  6  Mr.  M.  T. 
Martin  and  Mr.  F.  La  Tour  Mason  caught  two  salmon 
of  171b.  and  141b  ,  and  one  grilse  of  6lb.  Benchill.— 
Mr.  Mowat,  from  Stanley  Hotel,  fishing  this  stretch 
on  Oct.  2  landed  one  salmon  of  20lb  ,  and  on  Oct.  7  Mr. 
Neilson  and  party  had  one  grilse  of  61b.  Catholes. — 
Fishing  this  water  on  Oct.  1,  Major  Curzon  caught 
one  salmon  of  191b.,  on  the  3rd  a  grilse  of  101b., 
and  on  the  Oth  one  salmon  of  311b.  and  a  grilse 
of  9lb.  Upper  Redgorton. — Mr.  Munro  and  Mr. 
Gunlip,  fishing  this  beat  on  the  1st,  landed  two  grilee 
of  81b.  and  71b. ;  on  the  3rd  Dr.  H.  Coats  and  Dr. 
Sibbald  had  two  grilse  of  6 Jib.  and  7 Jib.,  and  on  the 
6th  Dr.  H.  Coats  landed  three  grilse  of  101b., 
91b.,  and  61b.,  and  Mr.  Munro  and  Mr.  Gunlip 
two  grilse  of  lllb.  and  91b.  Lower  Redgorton. 
— Fishing  this  water  on  the  2nd,  Mr.  W.  H.  Coats 
landed  one  grilse  of  8lb. ;  on  the  4th  Mr.  W. 
Baden-Powell  had  two  grilse  of  71b.  each,  and  from 
the  other  boat  Mr.  Wardle  and  Mr.  Carr  landed  two 
grilse  of  101b.  and  81b.  On  Oct.  7,  Mr.  W.  Biden- 
Powell  killed  one  grilse  of  6Jlb.  and  Mr.  Carr  another 
of  81b.  Bertha.— Mr.  R.  Welsh,  fishing  this  beat  on 
the  2nd,  landed  one  grilse  of  81b.,  and  on  the  4th 
another  of  71b. ;  on  the  7th  Mr.  Bushel  killed  one 
grilse  of  6lb.  River  Barn.— This  river  is  almost  down 
to  summer  level,  but  fish  are  still  running  from  the  sea. 
One  fish  of  20lb.,  got  on  the  4th,  was  covered  wi  h  sea- 
lice.  The  following  is  a  note  of  the  fish  killed  by 
Mr.  A.  Wynne  Corrie  and  party  on  Dupplin  preserved 
water  during  the  past  week: — On  the  1st,  Mr.  Jas. 
Stewart,  gamekeeper,  landed  three  salmon  of  171b., 
201b.,  and  61b  ,  and  on  the  2ad  another  three  of  161b., 
101b  ,  and  9lb.  On  the  3rd,  Mr.  A.  Wynne  Corrie 
had  five  salmon  of  71b.,  8lb.,  81b.,  121b.,  and  141b., 
and  on  the  4th,  two  of  71b.  and  101b. ;  and  on  the  same 
day  Mr.  M.  Corrie  landed  two  fish  of  20lb.  and  18lb. 
On  the  6th,  Mr,  A,  Wynne  Corrie  killed  six  salmon  of 
20Jlb.,  131b.,  91b  ,  8Jlb.  81b.,  and  8lb.  On  the  7th, 
Mr.  Laming  had  five  fish  of  9lb.,  101b.  81b.,  81b.,  and 
lllb.  ;  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  three  of  2ilb  ,  91b., 
and  81b. ;  Mrs.  Laming,  two  of  18lb.  and  131b. ;  and 
Miss  Holland,  two  of  27lh.  and  211b.— thirty-three 
fish  in  all. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
There  is  no  improvement  to  note  with  regard  to  the 
Tweed  salmon  angling  prospects.  The  river  is  still  at 
low  summer  level  and  very  foul.  Sea-trout  are  pre- 
sent in  large  numbers  in  the  middle  districts,  but  they 
afford  no  sport.  Salmon  are  swarming  in  the  lower 
reaches,  but  have  no  chance  to  get  further  up,  and 
angling  in  the  middle  and  upper  reaches  is  practically 
nil.  General  Paton,  on  the  Hornoliffa  waters,  neat 
Berwick,  had  one  salmon  on  Wednesday  and  two  on 
Friday.  Colonel  Boswall  Preston  had  one  of  30lb. 
at  Tweedmill.  At  Rutherford  Major  Armstrong 
caught  a  sea-trout  of  151b  on  Friday  last.  On  Sept. 
27  Mr.  Bramwell,  Tynemouth,  on  Cornhill  water, 
had  a  grilse  of  9lb.,  and  on  Oct.  1  Mr.  Thos.  Swan, 
Donaldson's  Lodge,  on  the  same  water,  had  two  grilse 
of  7lb.  and  5Jlb.  On  Thursday  Mr.  Telby  Bigge,  East 
Learmouth,  on  Lennel  water,  had  a  grilse  81b.  On  Cm- 
ham  water  Miss  Perkins,  Carham  Hall,  on  Sept.  27, 
caught  a  grilse  of  7lb.,  and  on  Oct.  2  Mr.  Perkins  had» 
salmon  of  151b.  with  tide  lice  on  it,  and  on  Oct.  3  Mr. 
Perkins  had  one  of  131b.  On  Oct.  2,  on  the  Lees  water, 
Mr.  Mark  Johnston,  Cornhill,  had  a  101b.  salmon.  On 
Tillmouth  water,  Mr.  Frank  Douglas,  St.  Boswells, 
had  one  salmon.  On  the  Till  Mr.  Arris  Wooler  had 
four  good  trout  and  a  sea-trout  of  4lb. ;  Mr.  Deas 
Wooler  also  had  one  sea-trout  of  31b.  and  one  of  12lb. 
On  Oct.  3  Mr.  Majoribanks,  Lees,  on  Lees  water,  had 
a  grilse  of  5lb.  On  Sprouston  water,  on  Oct.  6,  Sit 
Arthur  Lucas  had  a  salmon  of  101b.,  and  Mr.  Tait, 
fisherman,  one  of  91b. — Maxwheel. 

Tyne  (North  and  South)  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers.— A  couple  of  friends  and  self  journeyed  to 
Chirnside  vid  Berwick  for  a  finish  up  of  the  season. 
We  were  more  than  surprised  to  find  the  Whitadder 
(this  noble  tributary  of  the  Tweed)  in  a  most  filthy 
condition  for  want  of  a  clean  out ;  a  four-foot  freshet 
would  put  all  in  good  working  order,  especially  sea- 
trout  fishing,  by  enabling  the  large  quantity  of  flsb 
waiting  to  ascend  the  higher  reaches.  We  had  only 
poor  sport,  but  were  fairly  well  compensated  by 
having  the  good  fortune  of  staying  with  our  good  host 
ani  hostess,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferguson,  Nine  WeUs 
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Bakery,  which  is  situated  three  minutes  from 
Chirnside  Station.  The  house,  which  is  a 
new  one,  and  built  on  the  most  modern  style, 
bath-room  and  all  latest  improvements,  could  not 
fail  to  please  the  most  fastidious.  The  fishing 
is  excellent  under  ordinary  conditions,  and  2^1  b. 
brown  trout  are  not  out  of  the  common.  I  am 
informed  that  the  Tweed  police  very  recently  cap- 
tured several  nets  belonging  to  poachers.  The  grayling 
season  is  now  on,  and  several  nice  baskets  have  been 
got  on  the  Till  with  small  Bed  Tag  Point,  Green 
Insect  (first  dropper),  and  Waterhen  Bloa  (second 
dropper).  My  experience  of  grayling  fi?hing  is 
three  llies  only,  set  well  apart,  which  I  consider 
is  the  best  lash.  On  Sept.  27  a  friendly  match  took 
place  at  Chollerford  between  six  members  of  the 
Gateshead  Angling  Association — three  postmen  and 
three  pitmen.  E«sult  as  follows  : — Postmen,  A.  P. 
Meuzir,  21b.  5oz.,  M.  Smith,  31b.,  H.  J.  Stephenson, 
14oz.  Pitmen,  G.  Shirl,  21b.  15oz.,  J.  Hogg,  lib.  loz., 
R.  Eddly,  6oz. ;  the  postmen  being  the  winners.  Per- 
sonally, I  am  very  sorry  for  Mr.  Shirl  and  friends. 
The  weighing  in  took  place  at  the  Eagle  Hotel,  Gates- 
head.— Henby  a.  Mceton,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Loch  Awe  (Taychreggan  Hotel). — A  good  record 
for  one  boat  from  July  1  till  the  end  of  September. 
Colonel  H.  B.  Winter,  one  salmon ;  Mr.  J.  Malcolm, 
five  salmon,  two  ferox ;  Vioomte  Henry  de  France, 
one  salmon;  A.  Farquharson,  two  salmon,  one  foox; 
Mr.  Charles  Gilbertson,  eleven  salmon,  one  ferox  ;  Dr. 
Ogllvie,  one  salmon.  Heaviest  salmon,  22^1b  ;  heaviest 
ferox,  91b. ;  heaviest  trout,  2|lb.  Total,  twenty-one 
salmon,  four  ferox,  besides  trout  and  pike. — Abchiba.ld 
Fabquhabson. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahiucli  Iiakes  (co.  Down).— Trout  fishing 
on  the  waters  of  the  Belfast  anglers  was  very  poor 
recently  owing  to  the  cold  and  frosty  weather.  On 
Magherahamlet  Lake  a  few  trout  were  tiken  up  to 
Jib.,  but  none  on  the  other  waters.  In  the  past 
season  some  500  pike  were  netted  out  of  this  lake  and 
1200  rainbows  and  300  native  trout  were  added  to 
the  stock,  in  addition  to  3000  eyed  ova  placed  in  one 
of  its  feeders. — J.  A.  B. 

Banu  and  Tributaries. — For  the  past  week,  east 
wind,  bright  sunshine,  and  hard  frost  at  night  have 
been  experienced  over  the  north  of  Ulster.  This  has 
reduced  the  tributaries  to  summer  level,  and  few  fish 
have  bee  a  taken  on  the  streams  that  yet  remain  open. 
The  succession  of  floods  that  occurred  in  September 
caused  a  run  of  salmon  to  ascend  the  medium  breeding 
streams  much  earlier  than  in  past  seasons.  A  few  fish 
can  now  be  seen  at  the  bottom  of  the  clear  pools,  but 
the  greater  part  of  all  that  ascended  have  been 
taken  by  poachers.  From  one  mill  on  the 
Clady  thirty  -  two  salmon  were  sold,  in  the 
village,  that  were  poached  in  the  late  flood.  All  the 
fish  that  were  taken  by  rod  and  line  on  the  Port- 
glenone  section  of  the  Bann  in  the  past  four  seasons 
do  not  reach  this  number,  yet  the  angling  closed  on 
Sept.  30,  but  the  poacher  can  follow  his  profession  from 
now  till  the  end  of  spawning  season  without  being 
much  interfered  with,  but  such  is  the  manner  in  which 
the  fisheries  of  Ireland  are  managed. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  Diatriot. — Since  last  notes  no  rain 
fell,  and  practically  there  was  no  angling  on  the 
Lagan,  Inver,  Crossgar,  and  other  Antrim  and  Down 
waters.  They  are  all  low  and  clear.  In  addition,  the 
weather  is  bright,  with  sharp  nightly  frosts.  The 
Ulster  anglers  have  now  reached  a  membership  of 
two  hundred.  The  members  of  this  club  intend  to 
puraue  coarse  fishing  during  the  close  season  for  trout. 
Practically  coarse  fishing,  as  practieei  in  England  in 
the  winter  months,  is  unknown  in  Ulster. — J.  A.  B. 

Derry  Rivers. — The  season  for  1902  came  to  a 
close  on  the  Roe,  Faughan,  and  Meer  tributaries  on 
Oct.  10.  Prior  to  the  closing  there  was  little  sport, 
the  streams  being  low  and  the  weather  cold.  There 
was  nQ  lack  of  salmon  aii4  sea-trout  in  the  Roe,  but 


they  rose  indifferently  in  the  past  month.  There  are 
now  no  open  waters  in  Derry,  except  the  Culdaff, 
which  closes  on  Oct.  14. — J.  A.  B, 

Iiongli  Currane,  etc,  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 

Sei-trout  continue  to  give  fair  sport  on  Lough  Currane, 
the  takes  ranging  from  four  to  nine  sea-trout  daily. 
The  following  have  been  out : — Colonel  Catruthers, 
Captain  Newton,  Mr.  Dale  and  Master  Dale,  and  a 
few  local  amateurs.  Sport  has  been  of  a  good 
description  on  the  upper  lakes,  where  the  sea-trout 
fishing  is  at  last  showing  an  improvement.  Nothing 
doing  on  the  rivers,  which  are  all  too  low  for  successful 
angling.  The  season  closes  here  on  Oct.  15,  and  the 
prospects  for  the  concluding  days  are  good — at  least, 
so  far  as  lake  fishing  is  concerned. — T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur). — Fishing 
for  the  past  week  has  been  almost  confined  to  pike.  Sir 
Edmund  Lechmere,  Bart ,  landed  the  largest  one  of 
181b.,  and  Lady  Lechmere  one  of  131b.,  and  several 
smaller  ones. — J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Neagh  and  Tributaries. — The  pollen 
fisheries  close  on  the  31st  inst.,  or  rather  the  season 
legally  terminates,  for  the  lough  practically  knows  no 
close  season.  The  spring  and  summer  fisheries  were 
excellent,  the  autumn  period  not  so  good. — J.  A.  B. 

Sloume  (Newtownstewart,  oo.  Tyrone).— The 
Mourne  is  low,  and  the  weather  being  so  cold  the 
season  is  winding  up  not  so  well  as  was  anticipated. 
Only  two  or  three  salmon  were  killed  since  last  report. 
The  season  closed  on  Oct.  10,  and  also  on  the  Finn, 
Derg,  Glenelly,  and  other  waters  of  the  Mourne. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Bloy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Balliua,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  fine.  Mr.  Percy  and  friend  had 
35  sea-trout,  largest  3 Jib.,  also  9  jack  on  loughs, 
1211b.,  largest  271b.  Some  good  sport  was  got  in  the 
Palmerstown  river  with  grilse  and  sea-trout. — Pat 
Heaenes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Water  still  rather 
low,  but  with  a  large  stock  of  fish  in  the  river  it 
only  needs  a  rise  of  water  to  make  sport  very  good. — 
J.  Enbight  and  Son. 

Suir  and  Tributaries. — Salmon  and  trout  fishing 
terminate  on  the  Suir  and  its  tributaries,  the  Gladiagh, 
Glasha,  Tar,  and  Anmer  on  Oct.  14.  Rain  is  needed 
to  put  them  in  trim  for  the  closing  days. — J.  A.  B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — During  the  past  week  the  wind  has 
been  off  land  (E.  and  N.E.)  and  calm  seas,  and  so 
to-day  (Oct.  8),  but  a  little  choppy.  Oct.  5 — About  a 
dozen  boats  off  over  Hospital  Ground  and  Black  Rock. 
Oct.  6 — About  six  boats  over  Black  Rock,  and  about 
eight  boats  over  Hospital  Ground.  Oct.  7 — About 
twenty  boats  off  in  the  forenoon  at  Kemp  Town  end 
(about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  shore),  a  few  ofi 
Black  Rock,  but  for  the  most  part  off  Sussex  Square. 
A  small  school,  not  of  mackerel,  but  of  boys,  out  in 
two  boats  (moored  together  by  stern  ropa).  Oh  1  the 
delight  of  the  young  piscatorials,  pulling  up  whiting, 
pout,  and  flatfish,  etc. — H. 

Crouch  (Burnham-on-Crouch). — You  can  catch 
the  silver  whiting  just  now  in  any  part  of  the  river 
between  Cricksea  Ferry  and  the  Ness  Holes.  The 
local  fishermen  have  been  catching  fine  strings  of  fish 
on  the  latter  part  of  the  ebb  tide.  I  saw  Bob  Fisher 
bring  a  nice  lot  of  whiting  ashore  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  7, 
which  he  caught  at  the  end  of  the  ebb  tide,  very  few 
were  caught  on  the  young  flood.  We  shall  be  very 
busy  from  Oct.  9  till  the  16  th,  most  of  the  boats  are 
engaged  ;  weather  permitting,  sport  is  sure  to  be  good. 
— J.  Weight. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — The  weather  has  been 
favourable  and  sport  has  been  good.  On  one  day, 
recently,  Messrs.  C.  H.  Cook  and  W.  H.  Harmsworth 
caught  in  one  day  170Jlb.  of  pollack ;  the  take  consisted 
of  thirty  fish,  heaviest  lOlb.  Mackerel  are  numerous 
in  the  outer  waters,  but  have  not  been  angled  for. 
Whiting  are  numerous  in  the  Coomaconclane  direction. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — All  last  week  the  weather  was  too  rough  for 
rod  and  line  fishing,  and  Saturday  (Oct.  4)  brought 
down  several  anglers,  and  several  I  prevented  by 
telegram  from  coming  on  account  of  bad  weather. 
Monday  (Oct.  6) — Wind  changed  round  to  light  airs, 
westerly,  but  although  the  water  was  as  thick  as  mud 
some  decent  takes  of  fish  were  landed.  Mr.  W.  Ford, 
with  C.Pritohard,  boatman,  took  four  and  a  half  score 
mixtures,  while  others  scored  fairly  well.  Mr.  P. 
Kemp  took  two  score  codling,  one  score  whiting,  and 
fourteen  flatfish.  The  same  gentleman,  on  Tuesday 
(Oct.  7)  took  three  score  whiting,  eight  conger,  two 
codling,  two  flatfish,  and  lost  wire  paternoster  whilst 
playing  a  large  fish  supposed  to  be  a  conger.  Mr. 
Mathews  and  three  friends  had  six  score  and  two,  and 
two  cod  of  101b.  and  61b.  Mesers.  Page  and  Owen  took 
three  and  a  half  score,  and  Mr.  E.  Thompson  had 
thirty  whiting",and  six  dogfish.  Oct  S  —Wind  N.N.E., 
light,  sun  shining  brightly,  and  good  takes  landed 
from  the  bay.  Tides  suit  for  all  day  fishing  week-end, 
and  good  for  next  week.  Baits  :  lug  and  herring.— 
Edwaed  Hangeb  (Agent  B.S.A.S.),  Napier,  Beach- 
street. 


Deal  (the  Pier).— General  results  have  proved 
satisfactory  within  the  last  few  days,  but  pollack  fish- 
ing still  remains  poor.  Mr.  E.  S.  Hawkins  took  four 
on  Oct.  2  and  one  on  Oct.  3,  his  two  largest  fish  scaling 
3Jlb.  and  31b.  respectively.  Mr.  J.  Handley  made 
a  good  bag  on  October  4  and  5,  and  on  the 
latter  day  the  sport  proved  very  good.  A  .small  boy, 
fishing  with  a  hand-line,  caught  a  very  large  pollack, 
and  a  few  large  codling  also  came  to  hand.  On 
Oct.  6,  Mr.  D.  Matthews  landed  a  codling  of  over 
41b.,  and  several  others ;  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf,  a  hand- 
some 41b.  pollack  ;  Mr.  Lowe,  a  3Jlb.  codling  and 
some  whiting ;  and  Messrs.  Chapman,  Newcombc, 
Cook,  and  Humphreys,  a  mixed  bag  of  fifty-two  fish  in 
the  evening.  Tuesday,  7th,  opened  very  badly  as  far 
as  sport  was  concerned,  but  later  in  the  day  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gouzens  were  fairly  busy  with  codling  and 
whiting,  and  others  made  decent  returns.  Some 
twelve  rods  on  Wednesday  did  not  account  for  a  score 
of  fish,  the  water  being  extremely  clear,  and  the  tidal 
motion  very  little.  "Kingfisher"  has  not  witnessed 
much  sport  among  the  pollack,  his  total  catch  in  five 
days  only  reaching  nine,  though  most  of  them  were 
good  specimens,  the  largest  scaling  41b. — J.  Richabd- 
soN  (B.S.A.S.) 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards. — Whiting,  codling, 
congers,  weevers,  and  flat-fish  are  numerous.  On 
Oct.  5,  Mr.  Girdler,  out  with  Jack  Adams,  secured 
fifteen  score  of  whiting  and  flat-fish.  On  Monday 
(Oct.  6),  Mr.  Grant  and  friends  had  about  ten  score 
of  dabs  and  whiting;  and  Mr.  Robinson,  out  two  hours 
and  a  half,  eight  score  of  mixed  fish.  On  Tuesday 
(Oct.  7),  Mr.  Gammon  had  eighteen  score  of  good 
fish,  some  splendid  whiting  being  amongst  his  catch. 
Mr.  Simmonds,  on  same  day,  about  six  score  of  fish, 
including  two  nurse  dogs ;  Major  Gooch  bringing 
ashore  fifteen  score  whiting,  flats,  and  weevers. 
Anglers  are  doing  well  from  piers.  Good  takes  of 
soles,  codling,  whiting,  and  bass  have  been  had  from 
Hastings  Pier ;  and  codling,  soles,  congers,  and  dabs 
have  been  taken  in  numbers  from  St.  Leonards  Pier. 
Several  members  of  the  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards 
Angling  Association  have  had  capital  bags  ofi  the 
Harbour  Works,  Mr.  Bartram  on  Monday  having  a 
good  bag  of  dabs.  The  association  held  an  afternoon 
competition  on  Oct.  8,  when  a  large  quantity  of  flats 
were  taken,  Mr.  Watts  claiming  chief  honours  with 
some  very  fine  dabs,  Mr.  Aldridge  running  second. 
Dabs  of  IJlb.  are  frequent.  Water  in  good  condition, 
and  good  sport  can  now  be  obtained. — A. 

Newquay. — I  have  been  at  Newquay  for  a  few 
weeks  trying  to  get  some  fishing,  but  the  weather  has 
not  been  favourable,  and  there  has  been  too  much 
surf  to  get  out.  The  sands  in  the  bay  extend 
seawards  so  far  and  the  water  is  so  shallow  that  the 
slightest  breeze  brings  a  huge  roll.  The  weather  has 
been  perfect,  as  mild  as  in  summer,  so  that  quiet 
siestas  have  been  the  order  of  the  day  on  the 
sands.  There  should  be  a  good  bit  of  fishing  here, 
and  I  am  told  that  huge  pollack  are  caught  round  the 
Headland  Point.  The  pier  fishing  is  not  of  the  best, 
as  the  tide  only  comes  in  for  about  four  hours  or  so, 
but  some  of  the  rocks  outside,  notably  under  the  life- 
boat house,  form  a  good  position  for  spinning.  Bass 
and  pollack  of  good  size  are  frequently  taken  here 
with  hand  lines  thrown  from  the  rocks,  but  no  one 
seems  to  understand  casting  for  them  as  we  do  in 
Plymouth,  The  long  stretch  of  sands  from  Newquay 
Headland  almost  to  Watergate  Bay  afiords  good 
facilities  for  spillering  or  laying  boulters,  but  the 
water  being  so  shallow  jou  must  lay  them  a  good 
distance  from  shore.  Turbot,  ray,  brill,  soles,  and 
flatfish  are  taken  by  this  method,  but  the  weather 
must  be  watched,  as  I  said  before,  or  loss  of  gear  is  a 
certainty.  Prawning  and  shrimping  amongst  the 
rocks  and  pools  form  a  source  of  amusement  to  many, 
and  also  digging  for  sand-eels  with  a  garden  fork  at 
low  tide  is  productive  of  sport  for  those  that  are 
quick  in  their  movements,  for  the  sand-eels  are  gone 
in  a  minute  if  not  grabbed  at  once.  I  hope  next  week 
will  prove  better  for  getting  out  in  a  boat. — William 
Hbardeb. 

Penzance.  —  Pier  anglers  fishing  off  the  Newlyn 
pier-heads  have  only  had  poor  sport  lately,  but  boat 
anglers  in  Mounts  Bay  have  been  having  good  sport 
during  the  past  week.  Catches  chiefly  confined  to 
mackerel.  Large  takes  of  pilchard  have  been  made  by 
the  Penzance  boats.  At  time  of  writing  (Oct.  5) 
roughish  weather,  wind  east ;  colder  weather. 

Kamsgate. — The  change  of  weather  has  materially 
improved  the  fishing  since  Oct.  5.  Many  boats  are  out 
daily,  and  all  are  getting  good  takes  of  codling,  dabs, 
and  whiting ;  the  latter  still  remain  small  for  the  time 
of  year.  From  the  piers,  dabs,  eels,  and  congers  have 
been  had;  the  former  are  very  plentiful,  but  rather 
small.  Bass  and  pollack  are  decidedly  scarce.  The 
water  has  again  become  very  clear,  and  fine  tackle 
must  be  used. — Geey  Mullett. 

Shoreham. — Excellent  sport  is  being  had  with 
small  bass  (about  ^Ib.  each)  by  fishing  with  fly 
("  Alexandra,"  with  silver  body)  about  an  hour  before 
high  tide  ofi  the  outer  pier.  The  bass  come  in  after 
the  whitebait. — H, 
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Walmer. — The  gale  which  last  week  prevented  sea- 
angling  moderated  very  considerably  on  Oct.  5. 
Several  boats  were  out  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  and 
Wednesday,  and  had  fairly  good  returns.  The  fish, 
however,  appear  to  be  somewhat  erratic  in  their 
movements,  as,  while  some  boats  have  been  enjoying 
good  sport,  others,  comparatively  close  to  them,  have 
done  little;  but  those  who  have  managed  to  pick  a 
good  swim  have  been  kept  busy.  The  week-end 
prospects,  both  for  weather  and  sport,  are  excellent. 
To-day  (Wednesday)  has  been  one  of  the  finest  days  of 
the  year,  and  the  fine  weather  seems  likely  to  con- 
tinue.—Charles  HussEY  (B  S.A.S.). 

Weymoutli. — Mackerel  have  not  been  going  so  well 
during  the  past  week.  There  have  been  high  winds 
and  rough  seas  at  times  that  has  rendered  it  difficult 
to  net  or  angle.  Oct.  7  was  exceptionally  fine,  so  I 
went  out  on  the  breakwater  with  a  gentleman,  and 
we  caught  some  very  fine  mullet  and  a  few  pollack — 
the  latter  are  now  being  caught  in  the  harbour,  also 
mullet.  Bass  are  getting  a  bit  better  on  the  feed,  and 
as  the  autumn  advances  there  will  no  doubt  be  some 
good  sport  with  them.  Weather  fine,  but  strong  wind 
from  north-east,  with  rough  sea. — A.  G.  Rowell. 


Jlssocittiions 

(Sfboia.1.  Mebtinqb). 


British  Sba-Akglees'  Sooiety — 

This  society,  after  the  crowded  and  enthusiastic 
meeting  last  week  (opening  the  new  rooms),  resumed 
the  even  tenor  of  its  way  on  Wednesday  last  with 
an  ordinary  members'  meeting — W.  K.  Summers, 
Esq.,  in  the  chair.  Reports  were  read  from  the 
agents  at  Burnham-on-Orouch,  Southend,  Ramsgate, 
Deal,  Dungeness,  East  Looe,  Port  Erin  and  Penzance ; 
also  special  letters  from  members : — Messrs.  Hearn, 
Basten,  and  Norman,  at  Ballycotton  ;  R.  C.  Graham, 
at  Southend  ;  T.  B.  Bates,  Lowestoft  ;  Croft 
Handley,  Coverack ;  and  a  valuable  contribution, 
through  C.  A.  Payton,  Esq.,  on  fishing  in  France, 
also  from  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke,  fishing  at  Deal. 
Personal  experiences  were  related  by  Messrs.  Norman, 
Basten,  and  Hearn,  who  had  been  fishing  at  Bally- 
cotton. Had  much  bad  weather,  and  only  succeeded 
in  obtaining  a  few  days'  fishing  during  their  stay, 
but  took  seventeen  different  kinds,  not  grand  as 
specimen  fish  :  pollack  up  to  111b  ,  bream  averaging 
21b.,  but  no  big  conger— Mr.  Basten  having  twelve 
from  71b.  to  171b.— skate  of  81b.  to  lOlbs.— two  of 
81b.  and  91b.  being  caught  same  time — turbot  91b., 
bream  up  to  3flb.  Mr.  Hearn,  who  was  down 
fourteen  days  earlier,  had  some  fine  fishing,  taking 
over  2cwt.  in  one  day.  Hooked  a  monster  skate, 
and  after  playing  him  for  an  hour  brought  him 
alongside  and  gafied  him,  but  he  got  away  with 
the  gaff  to  the  bottom  again.  The  tackle  parted 
and  the  fish  was  lost.  The  boatmen  declared 
him  to  be  a  larger  fish  than  the  celebrated  120Jlb. 
one  taken  by  Mr.  Basten  last  year.  Certificates  were 
handed  in  for  the  New  Sarcelle  competition  for 
specimen  fish,  by  Mr.  Mallett,  Port  Erin,  conger, 
ISJlb.,  and  another,  23 Jib. ;  J.  N.  Hearn,  at  Bally- 
cotton, turbot,  171b.,  skate,  27Jlb.,  and  a  bream, 
BJlb. ;  Mr.  Norman,  pollack,  111b.  Mr.  Glassington, 
at  Bridlington  and  Filey,  reported  favourably  upon 
the  latter  place,  cod,  billet,  whiting,  dabs,  plaice, 
and  mackerel  being  plentiful,  the  combination 
of  rocky  and  sand  bottom  being  good  ;  also  on 
South  of  Ireland — Cork,  Kinsale,  and  especially 
Glandore,  giving  sheltered  fishing  so  desirable  at 
this  time  of  the  year,  but,  as  in  other  places, 
the  big  fish  have  to  be  taken  in  the  open.  Useful 
details  as  to  boatmen,  etc.,  were  handed  in.  Mr. 
H.  Edwards,  fourteen  days  at  Deal ;  weather  bad, 
and  comparatively  poor  sport — 128  codling,  119 
whiting,  twenty-three  pouting,  twelve  plaice,  three 
eels,  and  nineteen  dogs ;  whiting  fair  size,  plaice 
fine.  Mr.  R.  C.  Graham,  Southend,  counted  last 
week  100  people  fishing  from  the  pier  ;  unusually 
large  whiting  taken — up  to  lib.  in  weight.  Mr. 
R.  J.  Gordon,  alluding  to  the  4,000  herrings 
caught  off  Walmer,  said,  "That  spells  cod."  Mr. 
Mallett  presented  some  more  charts.  Messrs. 
Norman,  Basten,  and  Hearn  received  the  medals 
they  were  unable  to  take  last  week,  being  away  at 
Ballycotton.  The  toast  of  "  A  pleasant  voyage,  happy 
times,  and  a  speedy  return,"  was  drunk  with  ap- 
plause, to  Dr.  Patterson,  the  honorary  curator,  who 
is  about  leaving  on  another  expedition  to  the 
"  Dark  Continent."  The  usual  toast  of  the  B.S.A.S. 
and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed 
the  meeting.  Next  Wednesday,  at  8  p.m.,  a  paper 
will  be  read  by  F.  G.  Aflalo,  Esq.,  F.R.G.S.,  F./.S. 
A  large  attendance  of  members  and  friends  is 
expected. — Hon.  Rei-orter. 

City  of  London  Piscatobial  Society — 

Important  businens  was  transacted  at  the  com- 
mittee meeting  (presided  over  by  Mr.  0.  W.  Lambert) 
which  preceded  the  ordinary  meeting  of  Tuesday 
last,  when  Mr.  K.  H.  Cox  was  in  the  chair.  Mr. 
Wertheim  reported  many  fish,  but  not  of  large  size, 


from  a  lake  to  the  south-east  of  London.  Dr.  Ladell, 
in  a  very  interesting  letter,  gave  details  of  several 
days'  fishing  off  Soilly  and  the  west  and  south- 
western coast;  on  the  whole,  with  very  successful 
results  —  plenty  of  mackerel  (some  very  fine), 
pilchards,  numerous  sea-bream  and  pollack  of 
a  good  class,  besides  wrasse,  conger,  etc., 
making  altogether  a  splendid  aggregate,  although 
some  days  were  not  altogether  satisfactory.  A  new 
member  was  balloted  for  and  duly  elected,  three 
gentlemen  being  also  proposed  for  membership 
(ballot  on  Oct.  21).  It  was  announced,  and  members 
are  particularly  requested  to  note,  that  there  will  be 
an  exhibition  of  books,  pictures,  etc.  (when  visitors 
are  invited),  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  14;  contributions  of 
this  character  of  general  interest  to  anglers,  are 
solicited.  Mr.  Crumplen's  paper  (with  lantern  illus- 
trations) will  be  read  on  Oct.  21,  and  a  concert  (to 
which  ladies  are  invited)  will  take  place  on  the  28th. 
The  customary  toast  of  the  C.L.P.S.  and  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the  proceeding-?. 

Qbesham  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  Chasteney  occupied  the  chair  at  the  committee 
and  ordinary  meeting  of  the  society.  Our  Kelvedon 
waters  have  occupied  the  attention  of  the  c  jmmittee  ; 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  improvement 
of  two  stretches,  and  we  hope  shortly  to  report  that 
the  whole  has  been  cleared  to  our  members'  satis- 
faction. The  annual  outing  at  Deal  for  the 
society's  silver  cup  will  this  year  be  held  on 
Saturday,  Nov.  8,  and  Monday,  Nov.  10 ;  members 
to  elect  which  day  they  will  fish,  and  to  give 
notice  at  the  "  North  Star "  before  going 
afloat.  Mr.  Norman  arranges  for  Saturday,  and 
Mr.  Close  for  the  Monday.  The  committee, 
with  much  regret,  acceded  to  the  wishes  of  Mr. 
J.  H.  Walker  to  retire  from  the  secretaryship 
of  the  society  owing  to  ill-health,  and  Mr.  F.  E. 
Eldred  has  kindly  offered  to  take  over  his  duties  till 
the  end  of  the  year.  The  following  gentlemen 
reported  fish  : — G.  J.  Riches,  perch  from  Kelvedon  ; 
C.  Gill  and  W.  Hicks,  a  few  flat  fish  from  Leigh  ;  S. 
J.  Chasteney,  oil  in  the  society's  lugger  at  Leigh, 
forty-four  plaice  and  flounders.  Messrs.  Norman  and 
Bastin  gave  a  very  interesting  account  of  their  trip 
to  Ireland  and  although  they  experienced  some 
very  bad  weather,  and  such  inconveniences  as 
the  very  close  company  of  seals  and  whales,  they 
succeeded  in  getting  very  good  sport,  Mr.  Basten 
had  thirteen  species  of  fish,  amongst  them 
being  twelve  conger  up  to  171b.,  eleven  skate  up  to 
161b.  (two  skat»,  one  of  81b.  and  one  of  91b  ,  being 
hooked  at  the  same  time),  turbot  91b.,  bream  3f  lb. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Norman,  pollack,  111b  ,  bream  2Jlb  ,  hake 
4Jlb.,  skate  8Jlb.,  gurnard  2aib.  All  the  tish  taken 
during  the  holiday  were  of  fair  size— no  small  fish  ; 
the  whiting  running  very  good,  nothing  beicg 
taken  of  less  than  IJlb.  and  many  over  2lb.  Mr. 
Emery  showed  and  illustrated  a  new  non-rustiog 
solution  for  application  to  hooks,  tackle,  etc.  The 
usual  toasts  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
concluded  a  very  interesting  evening.— J.  H. 
Walker. 

Highbury  Angling  Society — 

Our  meeting  on  Oct.  8  was  memorable  as  being 
the  last  held  at  our  old  headquarters.  Mr.  F.  J. 
Hudd  presided,  and  during  the  evening  presented, 
with  a  few  well-chosen  words,  a  small  mark  of  our 
respect  to  our  host,  Mr.  J.  Pratt,  who  acknowledged 
the  presentation  in  a  moving  speech.  Our  host's 
health  was  drunk  with  musical  honours,  and  the 
meeting  concluded  with  the  singing  of  "  Auld  Lang 
Syne."  In  future  our  headquarters  will  be  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Bedford-square. — G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society — 

Some  interesting  and  satisfactory  angling  expe- 
riences were  related  on  Monday  evening,  when  the 
chairman,  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters,  presided  over  an 
excellent  meeting.  A  telegram  dated  from  Banff 
announced  that  Mr.  H.  E.  W.  Johnson  had  killed 
a  clean  run  salmon  of  16lb.  on  the  Deveron,  and 
Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  discoursed  amusingly  and 
pleasantly  upon  a  fortnight's  fishing  he  had  had 
in  the  same  river.  Low  and  constantly  dropping 
water  was,  however,  inimical  to  much  sport,  but 
two  salmon  of  101b.  and  8lb.  respectively  fell  to  his 
rod  besides  ether  fish.  Mr.  F.  P.  Loch  told  of 
angling  excursions  he  had  made  to  the  Lugg  (where 
he  had  grand  fun  with  brown  trout,  his  heat  day 
being  fifteen  brace  killed  on  the  dry  fly),  the  Ony, 
Annan  (for  sea-trout),  Esk,  and  Leven  rivers.  In 
one  outing  on  the  Esk  his  basket  was  twenty-five 
herling,  five  sea-trout,  and  thirty  brown  trout ;  and 
in  Radnorshire  he  killed  twelve  rainbow  trout, 
weighing  181b.,  in  a  few  hours.  The  annual  supper 
has  been  fixed  for  Monday,  Nov.  24. — Hon.  Sec. 

South  London  United  Visiting  List — 

The  delegates  of  the  societies  forming  the  above 
list  were  called  to  a  meeting  held  at  the  Junior 
Piscatorials,  New  Cross,  on  Wednesday  evening, 
Sept.  24,  to  discuss  the  details  for  another  competi- 


tion. The  large  and  comfortable  club  room  was 
kindly  plac  jd  at  the  disposal  of  the  meeting  by  the 
Junior  PiscatoriaU,  and  Vica-President  J.  J.  Smith 
occupied  the  chair.  Minutes  of  previous  meeting 
were  adopted,  and  after  several  places  had  been 
nominated,  Wargrave  had  the  preference  for  Nov.  2. 
Destination  sam3  as  last  year.  Weighing-in  closes 
at  5.30.  £5  wag  again  voted  from  the  prize  fund, 
together  with  a  prize  of  153.  presented  by  Mr. 
Andrews,  host  of  the  Greyhound,  Wargrave;  BIr. 
Freeman,  Anchor  Inn,  Yalding  (bottle  of  whisky)  ; 
Mr.  Hammond,  Walworth  Waltonians  (spirit  flask) ; 
Hon.  Sec.  (jack  rod),  tDgethar  with  all  entrance  fees. 
Tickets  will  be  sent  round  to  all  affiliated  clubs  as 
usuil.  Entrance  fee  to  list,  24.  per  annum.  Next 
club  visit  will  go  to  the  Stock  well  Angling  Society 
on  Tuesday,  Oct.  14,  and  I  hopa  they  will  have  a 
good  Lumping  muster.  Good  club,  c  jngenial  sports- 
men, and  a  good  fishing  host.  The  final  visit  of 
delegates,  re  matc'Si,  will  be  held  at  the  United 
Brother.-i,  Deptford,  on  Friday,  Oct.  31,  at  nine 
o'clock  — A.  G.  Smith  (Hon.  Sec). 

West  Hampstead  Angling  Society — 

This  society,  which  was  quite  recently  formed,  has 
now  been  affiliated  to  the  Anglers'  Association.  The 
secretary  is  Mr.  E.  A.  Seyd,  106,  Mill-lane,  West 
Hampstead,  who  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  any 
gentlemen  who  would  like  to  become  members. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.O. 

10,507.  Patentee:  W.  J.  Butler,  46,  Regent-square, 
W.C.  A  length  of  wire  is  bent  into  a  coil 
with  one  end  formed  into  a  hook  and  the 
other  weighted.  To  gaff  a  fish  the  coil  is 
threaded  on  the  running  line  and  lowered 
by  a  line,  a  sudden  pull  upon  which  tilts 
the  hook  and  secures  the  fish. 


DARING  AND  SUCCESSFUL  CONFLICT 
WITH  A  SHARE. 


Before  we  left  Madras  a  circumstance  occurred 
which  I  deem  to  be  worth  recording.  Though  sharks 
are  seldom  found  in  the  surf,  they  are  very  numerous 
beyond  it ;  but  they  sometimes  do  venture  within  the 
swell,  in  expectation  probably  of  picking  up  a  meal 
from  an  overturned  Massoolah  boat.  One  morning  a 
little  boy,  about  eight  years  old,  happened  to  be 
washed  from  a  catamaran  which  was  managed  by  his 
father,  who  was  thus  early  initiating  him  into  the 
hardships  of  that  mode  of  life  which  he  intended  him 
to  pursue,  and,  before  he  could  be  rescued  from  the 
turbulent  waters,  a  shark  drew  him  under,  and  he 
was  seen  no  more.  The  father  lost  not  a  moment, 
but  calmly  rose,  and  placing  between  his  teeth  a 
large  knife  which  he  carried  sheathed  in  his  cummer- 
bund, plunged  beneath  the  lashing  waves.  He  dis- 
appeared for  some  time,  but  after  awhile  was  occasion- 
ally seen  to  rise  and  then  dive  under  the  billows,  as  if 
actively  engaged  with  his  formidable  foe.  It  was  a 
period  of  painful  suspense  to  those  who  were  anxiously 
watching  the  issue  from  the  boats  outside  the  surf. 
After  awhile  the  white  foam  was  visibly  tinged  with 
blood,  which  was  viewed  with  a  sensation  of  horror  by 
those  who  could  only  surmise  what  was  going  on 
under  tbe  water.  The  man  was  again  seen  to  rise 
and  disappear,  so  that  the  work  of  death  was  evidently 
not  yet  complete.  After  some  further  time  had 
elapsed,  to  the  astonishment  of  all  who  were  assembled 
on  the  beach,  for  by  this  time  a  considerable  crowd 
had  collected,  the  body  of  a  huge  shark  was  seen  for  a 
few  moments  above  the  whitening  spray,  which  it 
completely  crimsoned,  and  then  disappeared ;  an 
instant  after  the  man  rose  above  the  surf,  and  made 
for  the  shore.  He  seemed  nearly  exhausted,  but  had 
not  a  single  mark  upon  his  body,  which  bore  no 
evidence  whatever  of  the  perilous  conflict  in  which  he 
had  been  so  recently  engaged.  He  had  scarcely 
landed  when  an  immense  shark  was  cast  upon 
the  beach  by  the  billows.  It  was  quite  dead,  and 
was  immediately  dragged  by  the  assembled  natives 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  surge.  It  presented  a  most 
frightful  spectacle,  exhibiting  fatal  proofs  of  the  terrific 
struggle  which  had  ensued  between  this  ravenous 
tyrant  of  the  deep  and  the  bereaved  father.  He  had 
indeed  taken  a  most  signal  revenge.  On  the  body  of 
the  huge  creature  were  several  deep  gashes,  from  one 
of  which  the  intestines  protruded.  The  knife  had  been 
evidently  plunged  into  the  belly  and  drawn  downward 
with  unerring  precision,  presenting  an  immense  wound 
nearly  a  yard  long.  There  were  also  several  deep 
incisions  about  the  gills  and  below  the  fins ;  in  short, 
it  is  impossible  to  describe  the  fearful  evidences  which 
the  monster  exhibited  of  the  prowess  and  dexterity  of 
its  determined  aggressor,  who  had  so  boldly  perilled 
his  life  to  revenge  the  death,  as  it  was  afterwards 
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ascertained,  of  his  only  child.  As  soon  as  the  shark 
was  drawn  to  a  place  of  security  it  was  opened,  when 
the  head  and  limbs  of  the  hoy  were  taken  from  its 
stomach.  The  body  was  completely  dismembered, 
and  the  head  severed  from  it ;  the  different  parts, 
however,  were  scarcely  at  all  mutilated.  It  would 
seem  that  after  separation  they  had  been  immediately 
swallowed  without  being  submitted  to  the  previous 
process  of  mastication.  The  moment  the  father  saw 
the  truncated  remains  of  the  little  object  of  his 
afiection  the  habitual  coldness  of  the  Hindoo  merged 
in  the  tenderness  of  the  parent,  and  he  for  the  moment 
gave  way  to  the  agonies  of  his  hearb.  He  threw  himself 
upon  the  sand  and  mourned  his  bereavement — "  with 
sad  unhelpful  tears  "  ;  but  soon  recovering  his  con- 
stitutional serenity,  he  unrolled  his  dripping  turban, 
and  hiving  placed  the  severed  remains  oE  his  child  in 
the  ragged  depository,  b^re  tham  to  his  fragile  tenement 


of  bamboo  and  palm-leaves  in  order  to  prepare  them 
for  immediate  cremation. 

Upon  being  asked  to  relate  the  particulars  of  his 
encounter  with  the  shark,  he  stated  that  as  soon  as  he 
had  plunged  into  the  water,  which  he  did  a  few 
moments  after  the  child  had  been  dragged  under  by 
his  poiverful  enemy,  he  saw  the  monster  in  the  act  of 
swallowing  its  victim.  He  instantly  made  towards  it, 
and  struck  it  with  his  knife  upon  the  gills.  By  this 
time  it  had  completely  gorged  its  prey,  and  did  not  at 
all  seem  disposed  to  enter  upon  the  encounter  to  which 
it  had  bean  so  roughly  challenged.  Having  received  a 
second  stroke  in  the  gills,  it  rose  towards  the  surface, 
followed  by  its  assailant,  who  kept  plunging  the  knife 
into  various  parts  of  its  body.  The  monster  turned 
several  times  to  seize  its  adversary,  who,  dexterously 
evading  the  intended  visitation  by  diving  under  it, 
renewed  his  attack  with  the  knife,     The  shark's 


voracity  had  been  so  completely  appeased  by  the  meal 
which  it  had  ju?t  made  that  it  showed  little  disposi- 
tion to  continue  the  conflict  until  repeated  trenchings 
from  the  formidable  knife  of  its  determined  foe  roused 
it  to  desperate  resistance,  when  it  turned  again  upon 
its  back,  though  with  less  activity  than  these  creatures 
are  wont  to  do  when  craving  for  food  ;  but  the  man 
dived  rapidly  under  it,  and,  watching  his  opportunity, 
as  soon  as  the  shark  regained  its  natural  position 
plunged  the  keen  blade  into  its  belly,  and  drew  the 
weapon  downward  with  all  his  strength,  thus  inflicting 
that  mortal  wound  which  the  creature  exhibited  upon 
the  strand.  After  this  it  made  a  tremendous  splashing 
for  a  few  moments,  then  sank  apparently  lifeless  to 
the  bottom.  Seeing  that  the  strife  was  at  an  end,  the 
man  made  for  the  shore,  as  already  stated,  and  shortly 
after  the  huge  carcase  was  cast  upon  the  beach. — 
Oriental  Annual. 


Stock  Your  Lakes  .  . 

I,  J    IB  I  I  III  II I  I  ■  ■■  ■!!  iwii  ■!  I  Mill— -■—mil — f  r— -fTTm  • 

With  RAINBOW  TROUT 

And  Your  Rivers  »  . 

With     BROWN  TROUT 

Consult  a  Practical  Man  before  Stocking  with  either. 


Form  Lakes  and  Ponds 

WHEREVER  THE  WATER  SUPPLY  IS  SUFFICIENT, 

AND  REDDS  IN   CONNECTION  WITH  THEM. 

Consult  a  Practical  Man  before  Forming  either. 


TROUT  FARMING 

ON  MOST  MODERN  AND  THOROUGHLY  PRACTICAL  LINES 


WRITE  OR  VISIT 

MR.  EDGAR  VALENTINE  GORRIE 

The  River  Itchen  Trout  Breeding  Estabiisliment, 
WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  recommended  to 
I  ANGLERS 
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CISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbin  for  Pishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING- 


Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Fish: — 

Trout,  Salmon,  Grayling,  Char,  Bass,  Sunfish,  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  Dace, 
Tench,   Golden  Orfe,  Golden  Tench,   Goldfish,   Eels,  Crayfish,  Gudgeon, 
Minnows,  Burbot,  &c. 

Guaranteed  Safe  Delivery  in  Perfection  Carriers. 

Also  Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Tanks,  Fish-food,  Apparatus,  and  Advice. 
Large  Crops  of  Rainbows  and  Carp  yearlings.    Grayling  limited. 


THE 

Indian  SporHna  times. 

THE  BRICHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA, 

ClKOULATES  THROUQHODT  INDIA,  CETLON, 
BURMAH  AND  ASSAM. 

The  Only  Sporting  Paper  in  Western  India. 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 

FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 
FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 

Published  every  Sunday.    Subscription  16s.  per 
annum.    Single  copies,  7d.,  post  free. 

Printed  and  Published  at  Times  of  India  Press 
Bombay. 

LONDON  OFFICE  :  121,  FLEET  STREET,  E.C, 


Address—      TJHOIVIAS  FORD, 
IVfEtnox*    Fisliei^y,     Caistor*,  IL<iii.colnshii?e. 

PBICE  LISTS  FREE.  ESTABLISHED  1880. 


"LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

An  Illustrated  French  Angling  Paper^  published  the  ist  and  i5th  of  each  month. 

Annual  Subscription,  Gs.  6d. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Directors — Wyers  Freres,30,  Quai  de  Louvre,  Paris. 


BENETFINK 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Frices. 

TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/-  per  doz. 

A  SPECIALITY. 

CHUB,  LOCH  and  SEA  TROUT  FLIES,  1/6  per  doz. 
SALMON  FLIES  (tied  to  order),  1/-  to  1/6  each. 


GREENHEART  ROD,  11  ft.  (3  joints),  balanced  butt  7/- 
QREENHEART  CYCLE  ROD,  9  ft.  (5  joints)..  .,  9/- 
SPLIT  CANE  ROD,  10  ft.  (3  joints),  2  tops,  Cork  Grip, 

grooved  wood  case,  in  bag  complete..        ..         ..  11/6 

BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED 

GREENHEART    FLY  ROD,   2  tops,  top  case, 
Snake  Rings,  Universal  Winch  Fittings,  10  ft., 
1 1  ft.  or  12  ft.  . . 
BEST   ENGLISH   MADE   SPLIT  CANE  FLY  ROD, 

2  tops,  top  case,  serrated  ferrules,  spiral  lock  joints, 

Cork  Grip,  10  ft.,  11  ft.  or  12  ft  

If  with  Steel  Centre    . .        . .        . .        . .  extra 

N.B. — All  Mods  are  priced  complete  with  Bags, 


21/- 


75/- 
20/- 


WADING  NETS,  with  cUp,  from  5/6  each  complete. 
FINE,    NATURAL,   MEDIUM  and   STRONG  CASTS, 
3  yds.,  6d.,  8d.  and  9d.  each. 
HERCULES  "  CASTS,  aU  sizes,  8d.  each. 


C3-A.T.A.IjiO<3r"Cr3E:S  1 

Mention  "Fishing  Gazette. 


CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.G. 
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IC  is  an  ill  wiwd  that  blows  nobody  good. 


Mr.  G.  Westbup,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Highbury 
Angling  Society,  tells  me  that  they  have  removed  their 
headquarters  to  more  central  and  palatial  premises. 
Their  new  address  is  (on  and  after  Oct.  15)  the  Bedford 
Head  Hotel,  Bedford  Square.  I  hope  to  find  five 
minutes  on  the  15th  to  welcome  the  "  Highburys  " 
at  their  "house-warming." 


Mb.  F.  G.  Aflalo  will  read  a  paper  before  the 
members  and  friends  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers  on 
Wednesday  evening,  October  15,  at  their  new  head- 
quarters, 4,  Fetter-lane,  Fleet-street,  E.G.,  to  com- 
mence at  eight  o'clock. 

The  Navy  League  will,  on  Oct.  21,  decorate  the 
Nelson  Column,  Trafalgar-square.  Donations  towards 
the  Decoration  Fund  should  be  sent  to  the  Secretary, 
13,  Victoria-street,  S.W.  Wreaths  should  reach  the 
office  not  later  than  Monday  morning,  Oct.  20.  The 
executive  committee  will  endeavour  to  make  arrange- 
ments that  members  and  associates  wearing  the  Navy 
League  badge  shall  be  afforded  every  facility  for 
viewing  the  decorations  at  the  base  of  the  column. 
***** 

The  Naval  Review,  says  Punch,  was  witnessed  by 
the  whole  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty.  They 
expressed  themselves  as  delighted  with  the  spectacle, 
and  had  no  idea  we  had  such  a  number  of  ships. 


The  following  is  culled  from  The  Catfish  Budget, 
Sydney,  Aug.  15,  1902 :  Mr.  H.  Dannevig,  the  fish 
expert,  arrived  in  Sydney  the  other  day  by  the 
B.M.S.  "  Oroya."  He  brought  out  safely  with  him 
560  plaice,  23  soles,  and  1  lobster.  The  fish  were 
safely  liberated  in  the  waters  of  the  Maimbar 
hatcheries,  at  Port  Hacking.  All  anglers  and  others 
interested  in  fishing  matters  wish  success  to  Mr. 
Dannevig  and  the  fish  he  brought  with  him.  If  there 
is  one  gentleman  more  than  another  to  whom  praise  and 
congratulations  should  be  given,  that  gentleman  is  the 
Hon.  John  Want.  It  must  have  been  a  proud  moment  to 
Mr.Dannevig  and  Mr.  Want  when  they  saw  the  English 
fish  go  swimming  away  in  the  Antipodean  waters. 
The  principal  thing,  and  the  only  thing,  that  will  set 
our  fisheries  up  to  the  proper  standard  is  fish  culture. 
Mr.  Want  has  long  been  on  the  proper  track,  as 
witcess  his  persistent  and  untiring  eSorts  with  the 
Maimbar  hatchery.  In  securing  the  services  of  Mr. 
Dannevig,  Mr.  Want  has  been  fortunate  in  obtaining 
one  of  the  world's  up-to-date  men  in  the  science  of  fish 
culture. 

♦  ♦  *  •  * 

A  well-known  Sydney  sport  has  just  returned  from 
Tasmania,  a  trip  he  generally  takes  every  year.  He 
reports  that  splendid  trout  are  caught  in  the  Derwent 
river,  near  New  Norfolk.  He  says  that  the  trout  were 
so  large  there  that  his  average  for  a  fortnight's 
fishing  was  71b.  each  fish.  He  also  states  that  the 
best  months  to  fish  the  Great  Lake  are  from  February 
till  the  end  of  April,  as  the  fish  come  up  to  the  lake 
in  shoals  during  those  months.  The  Archer  and 
Standard  spinner  is  in  great  favour  there  Just  now. 
He  caught  a  brown  trout,  fishing  with  a  bait  on  an 
A  rcher  spinner,  that  turned  the  scale  at  191b. 


On  Oct.  7  the  members  of  the  Walton  Angling  Asso- 
ciation fished  a  competition  for  prizes  given  by  the 
president,  Mr.  A.  T.  Potter.  la  the  evening  they 
adjourned  to  supper  at  the  Anglers'  Hotel.  The 
winners  were  Messrs.  Power,  Marshall,  Hall,  and 
Edwards.    An  excellent  concert  followed. 


lie  the  question  of  eyed  hooks  u.  plain  ones  lapped 
to  gut,  the  eyes  seem  to  have  it. 


This  cutting  is  by  Mr.  W.  Carter  Platts,  from  the 
Yorlcshire  Weekly  Posi While  I  am  dispensing 
good  things,  I  may  as  well  mention  a  new  pattern  of 
Bustard  that  my  reverend  friend,  the  priest  over 
yonder,  gave  me  a  specimen  of.  If  my  memory  does 
not  play  me  false,  it  is  the  invention  of  a  Carlisle 
angler,  who  had  noted  the  reddish  hue  of  many  of  the 
natural  Bustards.  With  the  light  full  on  it,  this  new 
Bustard  has  a  startling  effect,  reminding  one  strongly 
of  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  scarlet  May  Flies,  that 
Andrew  Lang  dubbed  '  Bloody  Marys,'  for  its  dressing 
is  :  Body,  yellow  mohair,  hackled  with  the  red  feather 
of  a  parrot.  When,  however,  you  hold  the  fly  between 
your  eye  and  the  light — the  position  in  which  it  is 
when  the  trout  views  it— the  effect  is  much  soberer. 
I  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  to  put  it  to  a 
practical  test,  but,  among  t)ie  few  who  know  it,  it  is 
spoken  of  as  a  killer.  Of  course,  when  you  come  to 
dress  it  the  initial  difficulty  is.  First  catch  yoiir 
parrot.    Having  caught  your  parrot,  you  persuade  it 

to  yield  up  its  perhaps,  though,  it  might  be  best 

for  you  to  get  Bomebody  else— some  obliging  friend- 


to  put  his  hand  into  the  cage  and  grab  the  scarlet 
feathers  out  by  the  roots,  while  you  stand  outside  the 
cage -and  say,  '  Poor  Poll  I  Pretty  Polly  ! '  kindly  and 
foothingly  to  the  bird  in  a  S.P.C.A.  soit  of  tone;  for 
I  have  known  parrots  that  had  the  most  stupidly 
fooli^ih  objections  to  have  the  feathers  of  the  neck 
dragged  out  by  the  hair  of  the  head,  so  to  spaak." 


The  return  Central  visit  will  be  to  the  North  London 
Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun,  Brooksby-street,  Liver- 
pool-road, on  Monday  evening,  Oct.  13,  wh^n  anglers 
are  cordially  invited.  Mr.  "  Charlie  "  Watling  (V.  O.) 
will  be  present. 


Accohding  to  the  Express  of  Oct.  4,  there  is  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  disturbances  among  the  fisherfolk  in  Galicia, 
caused  by  the  different  methods  adopted  in  securing 
the  fish.  Some  fish  with  small  boats,  using  ordinary 
nets  ;  others  go  out  with  steam  trawlers  and  modern 
apparatus.  Collisions  are  frequent.  Many  trawlers 
have  been  attacked  and  plundered  by  rioters.  At 
Grove  yesterday  a  gunboat  interfered.  The  Irioters 
remitted,  and  many  wore  wounded.  Several  arrests 
were  made. 


Mk.  W.  E.  Hoopee,  editor  of  the  Balham  and 
Tooting  Weekly  Post,  has  consented  tj  become 
secretary  of  a  new  society,  to  be  called  the  Balbam 
Piscatorial  Society.  Their  headquarters  are  at  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire  Hotel,  Balham  High-road.  The 
next  meeting  will  be  held  on  Oct.  21. 


OUR  F.a.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 


Mb.  William  King. 

(_Ph()to  hy  J.  A.  Jones.) 


The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  keenest 
anglers  who  have  occupied  a  niche  in  the  F.G.  Album 
of  Fame.  As  a  roach  fisherman  he  is,  perhaps,  better 
known,  and  deservedly  takes  a  place  in  the  front  rank, 
favouring  the  tight  line  and  roach-pole  (Lea  style). 
When  it  is  stated  that  he  is  the  proprietor  of  that 
world- famed  compound  known  as  "King's  Natural 
Bait "  (and  being  a  chemist  evidently  knows 
of  what  it  consists  without  subjecting  it  to 
analysis),  it  may  safely  be  imagined  that  he  never 
goes  out  without  his  "  King's  Natural."  For 
twenty-four  years  this  bait  has  been  consistently 
before  the  notice  of  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
who  can  vouch  for  its  efiioacy.  Mr.  W.  King  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  "  Ipswich  Piscatorial 
Ramblers,"  a  society  started  a  little  over  two  years 
ago,  and  now  in  a  most  tlourishing  condition,  several 
papers  emanating  from  which  have  appeared  in  these 
pages.  On  November  14  he  will  read  a  paper  before 
his  brother  "  Ramblers,"  when,  it  is  hoped,  he  will 
send  it  on  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  cannot  be 
present.  As  a  good  all-round  angler,  and  more  par- 
ticularly for  having  invented  the  "  Natural  Bait,"  it 
is  only  natural  to  conclude  with  the  loyal  toast, 
"  The  King." 

Mb.  p.  G.  Aflalo,  in  an  article  in  the  Morning 
Leader  of  Oct.  6,  entitled  "  About  Animals,"  speaks  of 
the  "Vitality  of  Marino  Worms."  "There  is,"  he 
eays,  "  a  curious  nereid  worm  in  the  submerged  chalk 
at  the  foot  of  the  Dover  cliffs  known  as  a  rockworm. 
It  is  inter  alia  a  first-class  bait  for  pollatik,  a  fish  that 
I  go  after  at  intervals  in  summer  and  autumn,    It  is 


as  a  bait  for  pollack  that  I  first  knew  the  Dover  rock- 
worm.  We  used  to  think  it  a  very  delicate  creature, 
one  that  should  be  used  for  bait,  if  possible,  within  an 
hour  or  two  of  being  dug  out  of  its  dark  retreat  in  the 
wet  chalk.  Some  weeks  ago  there  were  many  pollack 
at  the  De<  on  resort  where  I  reside,  but  there  was  no 
means  of  getting  sand-eels,  the  best  bait  for  most  fish 
in  that  locality.  I  bethought  me  of  those  Dover 
rockworms,  and  also  of  an  obliging  friend  at  Dover 
who  would  post  me  some.  The  only  fear  was  that 
they  might  not  survive  the  long  journey.  Anyhow,  I 
risked  it,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  they  were  not  only 
alive  and  well  when  left  by  the  postman,  but  they 
were  sufficiently  active  to  make  excellent  baits  on  the 
fourth  day  after  I  received  them.  Such  vitality  was 
quite  unhoped  for.  I  may  mention  that  they  were 
packed  in  wet  green  seaweed  in  a  tin  box  perforated 
with  a  few  holes  to  let  in  the  air." 


The  "  Haunted  House,"  a  laughable  sketch,  and 
several  other  important  additions  are  being  made  to 
the  Royal  Aquarium  programme ;  and  on  Oct.  24  a 
Toy  Dog  Show,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Ladies' 
liennel  Association — with  two  hundred  and  eleven 
classes  confined  to  toy  breeds,  and  one  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  special  prizes,  besides  those  given  in  each 
class,  are  to  be  offered — will  be  held. 


Me.  D.  M.,  a  worthy  angler  of  Richmond,  has 
recently  been  spending  a  well-earned  holiday  at  Deal 
in  company  with  his  brother.  On  Saturday,  Oct.  4, 
he  was  greatly  surprised  at  receiving  the  following 
telegram  from  his  wife:  "Will  send  Flo  and  Sam 
for  Sunday."    "Flo  and  Sam,  Flo  and  Sam,"  he 

ejaculated ;    "  surely   the   missis    can't   have  " 

"  No,"  replies  his  brother  ;  "  there  must  be  a  mistake 
somewhere."  On  repairing  to  the  post-office  and 
paying  for  a  repeat  telegram,  imagine  his  astonishment 
on  receiving  a  corrected  copy  in  these  words;  "Will 
send  fowl  and  ham  for  Sunday." 


The  Hidden  Pool. 
High  in  the  Sierras,  where  the  pines 

Drop  their  cones  by  the  rock-ribb'd  stream, 
Under  a  tangle  of  ferns  and  vines. 

There  lies  a  pool  where  the  brook  trout  teem. 

'Tis  rimm'd  by  willows  and  alders  green, 
And  banked  by  boulders  and  golden  sand ; 

Dark  it  lies,  and  it  hides  unseen. 
Waiting  the  cast  of  the  master  hand. 

And  often  a  buck  at  eventide 

Mirrors  his  crest  in  the  crystal  pool. 
To  see  himself  in  his  antler'd  pride 

And  rest  in  the  shade  of  the  alders  cool. 

And  sometimes,  too,  a  shy  black  bear, 

Nosing  about  for  a  choice  tid-bit. 
Will  come  to  feast  on  the  berries  there, 

For  he  knows  the  pool  and  the  joys  of  it. 

And  beyond  the  pool,  above,  balow, 
The  wild  rose  buds  and  blooms  and  fades. 

And  the  flaunting  tiger-lilies  blow 
In  this,  the  fairest  of  sylvan  glades. 

I  don't  know  where,  by  a  rule  and  line 

(Though  you  scale  the  peaks  and  wade  the  stream), 

To  tell  you  to  find  this  pool  of  mine. 
For  I  think  myself  it  is  just  a  dream. 

But  high  in  the  Sierras,  where  the  pines 
Drop  their  cones  down  the  mountain-side. 

Under  the  tangled  wild  grape-vines, 

There  lies  a  pool  where  the  big  trout  hide. 

— Robebt  Eeskine  Ross. 


Me.  F.  W.  Johnson,  who  has  just  returned  from 
Mr.  Scard's,  Holywell  Ferry  (on  the  Ouse),  writes: — 
"I  had  been  spending  a  few  days  with  my  wife. 
Fishing  in  the  river  was  '  oS  '  owing  to  the  rough 
easterly  wind,  so  Scard  suggested  that  we  should  try 
our  luck  in  the  small  lake  at  the  back  of  his  house 
which  is  protected,  and  said  to  contain  some  decent 
specimens.  I  had  opened  a  tin  of  gentles  and  worms, 
and  was  watching  my  float  when  a  robin,  apparently 
attracted  by  the  bait  at  my  feet,  settled  within  a  yard 
of  my  hand  on  the  butt,  and  remained  there  fully  a 
minute.  It  afterwards  perched  on  the  tip  of  the  rod. 
I  only  caught  two  bream." 

«  *  *  *  * 

I  remember  fishing  one  very  cold  day — and  it  was 
cold— at  Pangbourne,  on  the  Thames,  when  not  one 
but  three  dear  little  robins  interfered  with  my  sport 
by  dancing  a  hornpipe  on  my  roach-pole.  I  tried  to 
"  dislodge  "  them,  but  at  last,  in  despair,  I  laid  my 
rod  down,  and  fed  them  with  ground-bait,  gentles, 
worms — in  fact,  all  I  could  spare — when  it  occurred 
to  me  that  as  the  roach  were  not  particularly  hungry 
I  might  "  try  "  for  a  pike.  The  result  was  a  nine- 
pounder,  which  I  "  weighed-in"  on  the  same  evening. 
But  for  the  robins  I  might  have  secured  some  good 
roach.  I  don't  know  whether  this  may  be  construed 
as  "robin'  Peter  to  pay  Paul."  However,  nothing 
venture  nothing  have,  and  consequently  "Robin 
Adair,"  Deagnet. 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  St.  Paul's  Society  fished  a  bye  contest  on 
Oct.  5  in  the  canal  at  Fradley,  when  over  one  hun- 
dred competitors  competed  for  prizes  valued  at  over 
f  IS.  The  weather  was  all  that  could  be  required, 
and  the  members  enjoyed  a  nice  day's  outing.  The 
contest  was  fished  under  the  association  rules  and 
was  o£  the  usual  three  hours'  duration.  The  first  six 
prize-winners  are  in  the  order  named :  Messrs.  T. 
Willmot  Jone',  A.  Lacey,  W.  Kimberley,  A.  Baker,  H. 
Chatwin,  H.  Burton.  The  prizes  will  be  distributed  on 
Tuesday  evening  ne  xt  at  the  Chapel  Hotel,  Ludgate  Hill. 
The  Tenby  Society  in  conjunction  with  the  St.  George's 
Society  fished  a  bye  contest  on  Oct.  5  at  Erdington. 
The  -Association  limit  was  adhered  to,  and  the  result 
was  as  follows :  the  first  six  prize-winners  in  the 
Tenby  are  in  the  order  named — L  Browo,  W.  Smith, 
G.  Shuttleworth,  G.  Palmer,  C.  Wainright,  and  A. 
Turner.  The  result  of  the  St.  George's  contest  is  as 
follows:  L.  Brown,  first;  W.  Smith,  second;  W. 
Baylis,  third ;  C.  Wainwright,  fourth ;  J.  Moore, 
fifth ;  P.  Spittle,  sixth ;  and  W.  Parker,  seventh.  The 
prizes  won  by  both  members  of  the  c'ubs  mentioned 
will  be  distributed  on  Monday  evening  next.  Sport 
on  the  Avon  has  been  much  better  during  the  last  few 
days ;  the  roach  and  bream  have  been  well  on  the  feed, 
and  have  been  taking  the  wasp  grub  and  white 
stewed  wheat.  Some  very  good  roach  have  been  taken 
from  the  Trent,  the  best  bait  being  the  gentle.  The 
fish  taken  have  been  of  good  size,  a  large  number  being 
over  lib.  each  ;  some  very  good  grayling  have  been  taken. 
Some  of  the  latter  species  of  fish  have  been  taken  from 
the  Blythe  at  Hampsill  Bedware.  Roach  and  chub  fish- 
ing on  the  Severn  is  now  in  excellent  condition,  and 
some  catches  have  been  made  ;  the  best  killing  bait  has 
been  the  white  bread  paste.  The  Kidderminster  anglers 
have  been  doing  well.  Down  the  river,  below  Bridge- 
north  to  Stourport,  sport  has  been  good,  and  some 
good  catches  have  been  had  from  Kemsey,  and  at  the 
Ketch  pool  fishing  has  been  good  all  round.  Several 
of  the  private  pools  are  to  be  restocked  for  next  season. 
Canal  fishing  has  been  up  to  the  average,  and  those 
who  have  been  to  the  long  distance  places  have  done 
well.  The  weather  at  present  is  all  that  we  can 
desire,  and  pike  fiohicg  will  soon  become  the  order  of 
the  day. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Roach  fishing  on  the  Fen  waters  seems  to  be  going 
from  bad  to  worse,  and  the  patience  of  anglers  is 
getting  well-nigh  exhausted.    Many  years  have  elapsed 
since  the  sport  was  so  miserably  disappointing  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  and  the  reason  is  difficult  to 
account  for.    The  waters,  if  not  in  the  pink  of  con- 
dition, are  certainly  very  favourable  for  the  prosecution 
I    of  sport,  but  try  a?  anglers  may  they  have  been 
!    absolutely  unable  to  lure  a  fish  of  even  moderate  pro- 
portions.   Where  due  regard  has  been  paid  to  ground- 
I    baiting  patience  has  been  sorely  tried  in  taking  even  a 
few  pounds  of  roioh.    Bream  were  v^ry  inactive  up 
to  a  week  ago,  but  during  the  past  few  days  they  have 
compensated  somewhat  for  the  disappiinting  sport 
I    amongst  the  red-fins.    In  the  deep  waters  of  the 
I    Witham  between  Anton  Gowts  and  Boston  sundry 
I    bream,  weighing  up  to  41b.,  have  been  taken,  princi- 
pally with  the  aid  of  bread  paste.    Boat  anglers  have 
obtained  the  best  sport.    There  is  practically  nothing 
to  report  from  the  minor  drains  in  the  Boston  district, 
excepting  that  some  of  the  drains  are  now  being 
roded,  which  will  enable  pike  fishermen  to  have  an 
uninterrupted  spell  of  trolling.    Those  at  work  with 
the  pike  rod  this  week  have  done  very  well,  and  two 
or  three  fish  captured  on  the  Welland  and  Forty-foot 
have  run  up  to  lOlb.  apiece. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  in  this  district  has  been  very  unpro- 
j^tious  during  the  past  week,  consequently  only  few 
anglers  have  ventured  far  afield;  yet  those  who  have 
faced  the  elements  have  done  fairly  well  amongst  both 
loach  and  pike,  especially  in  the  top  stretches  of  the 
river  Hull  and  the  Driffield  Canal ;   and  as  most 
Waters  a'e  greatly  improved  by  the  recent  rains. 
Borne  good  roach  ought  to  be  met  with  in  mo?t 
I    parts  of  the  liver  should  the  weather  prove  anything 
■    like  favourable  for  the  week-end.    Several  matches 
have  recently  bsen  decided  in  the  tidal  waters  between 
Hall  B  idge  and  Dunswell,  but  on  account  of  the 
Weatbf  r  only  moderate  results  have  been  obtained  at 
any  of  thf  m.    i  he  Abtrcrombie  Angling  Club  fished  at 
Hull  Bridge,  but  the  first  pri/,e  winner,  Mr.  A.  Blackman, 
(   only  secured  lib.  7Joz ;   and  the  Stoneferry  Star 
(    Angling  Society  did  worse  siill  at  Wawne  Ferry,  the 
first  prizeman,  Mr.  F.  Downs,  only  weighing  in  some 
few  ounces.     Yet  higher  up  the  river,  at  Arram, 
I   matters  improved  somewhat,  and  at  the  Blundell  Spence 
^-   Co.'s  Angling  Society's  match  Mr.   S.  Conyera 
ighed  in  21b.  3^c/..  for  top  prize  ;  and  at  Leven  the 


Brunswick  Angling  Society  did  fairly  well,  Mr.  G. 
Dyson  securing  the  first  prize  with  31b.  3Joz. ;  Mr.  J. 
Carter  second  with  21b.  15f  oz. ;  and  Mr.  J.  Read 
third  with  21b.  ISJoz. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  news  from  Gorton  and  Openshaw  this  week  is 
very  remarkable  from  its  sorry  character.  The  West 
Gorton  Centrals  had  a  match  at  Poynton,  eleven  rods 
competing;  after  the  usual  time  three  prizes  were 
awarded,  the  first  for  IJoz. ;  an  extra  hour  was  fished, 
and  then  the  fourth  prize  was  awarded  for  a  perch 
of  Joz.  The  Openshaw  Bradford  and  Clayton  Anglers 
at  Furness  Vale  had  bad  luck,  27  rods  competed, 
but  only  eight  caught  fish  in  three  hours ;  the  first 
prize  went  for  5|oz.  After  an  extra  hour  six 
more  rods  succeeded  in  catching  fish.  The 
inter  club  match  between  teams  of  the  Robin 
Hood  Anglers  and  the  Radcliffa  Anglers  was  won  by 
the  former  by  seven  fish  to  three  fish.  The  Clifton 
men  have  also  elected  their  staff  for  the  coming  year, 
many  well  known  names  appearing  in  the  list.  Mr. 
R.  Howarth  is  president.  The  Bradford  Total 
Abstainers  appear  to  have  had  a  bad  time  of  it 
in  their  last  match,  only  seven  rods  catching  fish ; 
the  remaining  prizes  were  offered  again  at  Marple 
and  awarded.  They  are  arranging  for  a  social 
evening  and  their  annual  meeting  and  dinner. 
Social  events  are  numerous  at  Bolton,  amongst  others 
the  Bolton  Moor  and  West  End  societies  have  enjoyed 
theirs.  It  is  simply  astonishing  to  get  the  following 
reports  from  our  rivers  after  the  dismal  reports  during 
the  summer  :  The  Ribble  is  stated  to  have  fished  above 
the  average,  and  to  contain  plenty  of  good-sized  fish. 
The  season  on  the  Wyre  has  been  a  good  one,  specially 
in  the  spring,  on  the  tidal  portion.  The  concluding 
few  week'!  of  the  Lune  season  were  good.  The  number 
of  pike  killed  is  far  below  the  average  of  previous 
years. 

FROM  MANCHESTER, 

The  amount  of  discussion  going  on  in  this  city 
about  the  rainbow  trout  increases,  if  anything,  rather 
than  diminishes.  Tardy  agreement  with  the  initial 
opinion  of  the  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  is  in 
evidence,  and  several  champions  of  the  rainbows 
reluctantly  admit  the  correctness  of  his  ideis.  The 
breeder  has  probibly  got  the  bast  of  the  importation 
— certainly  the  buyer  has  not.  To  say  that  they  are 
not  even  carnivorous  is  a  mistake,  for  they  are  worse 
— even  cannibals.  Futther  evidence  is  found  in  the 
fallowing  offijial  details  :  One  water  received  over  3000 
yearlings,  but  not  one  after  the  first  year  was  ever 
heard  of.  Another  water  received  1500,  the  greater 
part  two  years  old,  but  not  a  single  fish  has  been 
taken  either  with  the  fly  or  by  bottom  fishing. 
Another  reservoir  supposed  to  be  well  stocked  with 
them  has  recently  been  netted  for  days,  but  only  one 
rainbow  taken.  Does  this  one  fish  represent  the  whole 
lot  of  thousands  turned  in  ?  Where  are  the  others  ? 
Probibly  gone  to  be  angels.  The  Hulme  Crown 
Anglers  had  a  social  match  to  finish  the  summer 
season,  Mr.  F.  Smith  securing  the  first  of  eight 
prizes.  In  their  new  executive  a  few  fresh  names 
may  appear,  but  the  re-el  eotion  of  many  veteran 
officers  speaks  well  for  their  popularity.  The  Lower 
Broughton  Angling  Society  have  just  elected  a  strong 
executive,  with  Mr.  T.  Roby  Foy  as  president ;  their 
heidquarters  are  at  the  Palatins  Inn.  The  Union 
Chapel  Angling  Society's  last  match  was  not  favoured 
with  good  sport ;  Mr.  R.  Leigh  heads  the  list  with 
ten  fish,  lib.  Their  private  waters  are  fishing  well. 
The  rule  prohibiting  ground-bait  is  fast  coming  into 
favour  in  this  city,  several  clubs  favouring  its  disuse. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM, 

There  is  not  much  doing  with  the  worm  on  the 
Trent,  and  sport  in  respect  of  its  use  will  be  in- 
different pending  a  substantial  rise.  Roach  and 
dace  are  taking  gentles  fairly  well  at  Shardlow, 
Sawley,  Barton,  Attenborough,  and  on  other  reaches 
of  the  river,  and  some  handsome  chub  have  fallen 
to  chandler's  greaves.  At  Shardlow,  on  Oct.  2, 
Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  caught,  not  only  the  fish  named, 
but  barbel,  perch,  and  roach,  and  he  is  reported  to 
have  had  a  splendid  day  amongst  roach  on  Wednesday. 
Our  correspondent  has  again  been  amongst  big  chub 
and  barbel,  using  his  favourite  bait  (greaves),  and  fish 
up  to  2 Jib.  each  have  been  taken  on  the  Fiskerton, 
Flintham,  and  Kelham  sections.  Pike  trollers 
have  enjoyed  moderate  sport,  though  none  of 
the  quarry  landed  appear  to  have  attained  weighty 
dimensions.  With  ttie  end  of  our  Goose  Fair 
holidays  on  Saturday  (Oct.  4),  local  anglers  embark 
on  a  fresh  campaign,  and  already  the  new  railway 
travailing  cards  are  out.  Many  club  dinners  have 
been  held,  and  thereat  the  prizes  won  during  the 
summer  season  were  distributed.  At  the  White  Horse 
Society's  function  the  chief  winners  were :  Messrs. 
J  Tomlinson  (barbel),  S.  Ainsworth  (roach),  W.  Grundy 
(dace),  G.  Hancock  (bream),  W.  Watson  (perch),  and 
F.  Raynor  (bleak).  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  Mr. 
Watson's  perch  weighed  2Jlb.,  and  it  holds  the 
club's  record.    At  the  Dog  and  Pheasant  Club  the 


leading  awards  were  won  by  Messrs.  I.  S.  Newton 
(barbel),  R.  Clarke  (roach),  J.  Hooper  (dace),  W. 
Anderson  (chub),  A.  Terry  (bream),  and  J.  Tounsend 
(bleak).  The  whole  of  our  clubs — and  great  credit  is 
due  to  the  "powers  that  be" — only  recognise  specimen 
fish  for  weighing-in  purposes.  Gross  weight  prizes 
have  died  a  natural  death.  As  soon  as  the  river 
undergoes  a  change,  no  bait  will  be  found  to  beat  the 
worm  for  all-round  purposes. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  bad  for  the  angler  ;  this  week 
a  strong  east  wind  has  been  blowing,  and  it  has  been 
bitterly  cold  and  wet.  Still,  a  lot  of  rods  have  been  out, 
and  sport  fairly  good  all  round.  The  maggot  has  been 
used  very  successfully  in  the  Teme.  Mr.  Avery  caught 
50  dace,  weighing  20Jlb.,  in  a  few  hours.  Mr.  Martin 
Perks  had  a  creel  of  very  fine  roach  and  dace  in 
the  Knightsford  Bridge  district.  Higher  up  the 
river,  Mr.  T.  Prosser  had  a  grand  catch  of 
ten  and  a  half  brace  of  grayling  and  a  great  quantity 
of  very  fine  dace  and  roach.  Messrs.  Thompsan, 
Preece,  and  Evans  have  had  four  to  six  brace  of 
grayling  each,  besides  dace.  The  Severn  has  not  fished 
so  well  this  week.  Some  fair  catches  of  roach  have 
been  had  with  stewed  wheat  and  paste,  and  dace  have 
bit  well  at  the  maggot  but  they  ran  small.  Sport  in 
the  Avon  has  been  much  batter.  Messrs.  H.  Powell 
and  H.  Thomas,  Good  Intent  Club,  ciught  a  fine  lot 
of  bream  at  Deff  ord,  and  in  the  same  district  Mr.  T.  Pitt 
had  181b.  of  roach  ani  a  perch  of  3  lb.  weight.  Messrs. 
A.  Dyson  and  J.  Minton  had  good  sport  among  the  pike. 
Mr.  H.  Blackwell  ciught  three  pike,  four  bream  (71b. 
63Z.)  and  three  perch  (filb.  4Jdz);  Mr.  F.  Pacey, 
spinning  in  the  Severn,  had  a  lively  time  with  a  big 
pike,  which  he  successfully  gaffed  ;  it  measured  forty- 
one  inches  in  length.  'The  "Star"  Angling  Club, 
Upton-on-Severn,  had  another  prize  competition  ;  the 
weather  was  unfavourable,  and  no  heavy  catches  had. 
The  first  prizg  was  won  by  Mr.  P.  Patey.  The  Kemp- 
sey  and  Severn  Stoke  Angling  Association  hid  its 
final  competition  at  Severn  Stoke  on  Saturday  last, 
Mr.  Walton,  of  Upton-on-Severn,  won  first  prizs ; 
thirty-three  members  competed,  heaviest  catch  lib. 
12Joz.  Oa  Monday  evening  the  Parshore  Workmen's 
Angling  Club  held  a  meeting  to  distribute  the  prizes 
won  in  their  last  contest.  Mr.  Nutting  presided.  All 
the  rivers  are  very  low  and  clear,  and  in  some  parts  of 
the  Teme  the  f  illen  leaves  are  very  troublesome  ;  fine 
weather  is  badly  wanted  just  now. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  concluding  match  of  the  Clifton  (York)  Angling 
Association  was  held  on  Monday  last,  when  sixteen 
members  proceeded  by  omnibus  to  Newton.  Condi- 
tions were  fairly  good.  The  catch  consisted  mainly  of 
roach,  several  rather  fine  ones  being  taken.  Some 
nice  chub  were  hooked,  and  one  included  in  Mr. 
D.  Lmgstaffa's  basket  of  101b.  6joz.,  which  took  the 
first  prize,  weighed  lib.  12jz.  Several  good  barbel 
were  caught,  Mr.  A.  Simpson  (2nd  prize,  51b.  lloz.) 
hiving  the  largest,  2lb.  loz.  The  third  prize,  for 
41b.  4oz.,  was  awarded  to  Mr.  James  Watson.  After 
the  weigh  in,  a  short  stay  was  made  at  the 
Dawnay  Arms,  and  on  returning  to  headquarters, 
the  Old  Grey  Mare,  Clifton,  the  prizes  were  distributed, 
and  a  convivial  hour  was  passed  with  a  "  smoker." 
The  season  of  1902  was  brought  to  a  close  by  the 
company  singing  "  Auld  Lang  Syne."  At  Scoreby, 
on  Saturday  (Oct.  4),  by  permission  of  Mr.  Young,  the 
PhoBuix  Club  held  their  yearly  sweepstakes,  the  main 
prize  winners  being  Mr.  J.  Smith  and  eight  others. 
The. river  Swale  was  on  Oct.  4  visited  by  the  Stockton 
Moor  Steel  Smelting  Co.'s  Angling  Club  for  their 
annual  match.  There  were  nearly  thirty  competitors, 
and  the  river  was  found  to  be  low  and  clear,  and 
against  successful  fishing.  Angling  was  continued  for 
five  and  a  half  hours.  At  the  weigh  in  fifteen  rodmen 
made  show,  being  headed  by  Mr.  J.  Griffiths,  lib.  lloz., 
a  fine  chub.  A  sabstantial  spread  awaited  the  anglers 
at  the  Non  Plus  Inn,  to  which  the  secretary  invited 
the  farmers  over  whose  land  the  match  had  baen 
fished.  A  merry  evening  was  spent.  Ouse  angling 
this  season  has  been  characterised  by  a  scarcity  of 
barbel,  but  lately  there  have  been  a  few  surprises. 
Mr.  George  Sedgwick,  of  York,  caught  on  Clifton  Ings 
a  fine  barbel  that  weighed  just  over  61b.,  and  Mr.  Fred 
Wright  secured  a  couple  near  to  Rawcliffe  landing 
stage,  which  weighed  a  little  over  4lb.  and  51b.  each. 


NOTESi  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  generally  favourable  for  lake 
fishing,  though  too  bright  at  times,  and  fiir  sport  has 
been  had  at  trout.  Nothing  worth  recording  has  been 
done  on  the  southern  rivers  still  open  for  angling 
owing  to  low  and  clear  waters.  On  Waterville  lake 
sea-trout  continue  to  give  nice  sport,  but  no  salmon 
have  been  had  on  this  water  for  some  time,  and  salmon 
anglers  have  not  been  much  in  evidence  lately  here. 
Salmon  are  numerous  however,  at  least  many  have 
been  seen  rising,  and  should  the  weather  change  good 
sport  should  be  had  at  them  ere  the  season  finally 
closes.  At  Killarney  trout  fishers  did  fairly  well,  but 
I  have  not  heard  of  any  salmon  being  had  in  this 
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Abinqdon,  B,  Bnk5,  61;8?.  5d. 

Addlestone  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  23.  2d. 

Althorne  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  36,  3s. 

Ambbrley  (Aruu),  F,  Susse.\,  5s.  8d.,  64  (By  Eld- 
ridge's  Excursion,  3s.  6d.). 

Amersham  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  23}  ;  23.  3d. 

Ampthii.L  (Lalics),  G,  Beds,  44  ;  43.  2d. 

Aedleigh  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  .'ifi  ;  43.  Oil. 

Arlesev  (Ivel),  K,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  lid. 

ASHURST  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  32  ;  3s.  4d. 

AuDLKY  End  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s.  61d. 

Aylesbury  (Thame),  H  I,  Bucks,  48  ;  33.  8d. 

Barcombu  Mills  (Ouse)  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  58.  6d. 

Battlesbridoe  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29 ;  23.  4id. 

Bedford  (Ouse),  O  II,  Beds,  50  ;  5s. 

Bbrkhamrstead  (G.J.C.),  H,  Herts,  28  ;  2s.  lid. 

BIGOLBSWADK  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  43.  4d. 

Billehioay  (Chelnier),  A,  Essex,  2B  ;  2s. 

BiLLlNQHDRST  (Aruu),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  4s.  8d. 

Bishop's  Stortkord  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  33  ;  2s.  7d. 

Blake  Hall  (Kodiuj;),  A,  Essex,  21,  Is.  OJd. 

Bletchlby  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46}  ;  4s.  lid. 

Blcnham  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68  ;  6s.  .'5d. 

Bluntisham  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74  ;  53.  2d. 

Bottisham,  a,  Camhs,  61}  ;  .5s.  lid. 

Bourne  End  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  28}  ;  33. 

Box  Hill  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  22}  ;  2s.  8d. 

BOXMOOR  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  24  J ;  23.  6d. 

Braintree  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  45  ;  33.  lOd. 

Braughino  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  .30i  ;  2s.  7id. 

Brandon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  86} ;  7s.  3ld. 

Brickkt  'VN'ood  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22  ;  2s. 

Broxbourne  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  17i  ;  Is.  6d. 

BUNTINGKORD  (Rib),  Herts,  3,3}  ;  2s.  lid. 

BCRES  (Stour),  A,  Suflolk,  ,54  ;  4s.  6jd. 

Bdrnham-on-Crouch,  a,  Essex,  39  ;  3s.  3d. 

Burnt  Fen  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77}  ;  63.  6d. 

Burnt  Mill  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26  ;  Is.  lUd. 

Bushey  (Colue),  H,  Herts,  16  ;  Is.  Sd. 

Byfleet  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21}  ;  2s.  3d. 

Castle  Hedingham  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  56} ; 
4s.  Hid. 

Chalfont  Road  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  22 ;  23. 
CllAPPEL  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  5U}  ;  4s.  2id. 
Cheddington  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  36  ;  33.  9d. 
Chelmsford  (Chelnier),  A,  Essex,  29}  ;  2s.  6id. 
Chertsey  (Thames),  IJ,  Surrey,  22}  ;  2s.  4d. 
Chesham  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27  ;  2s.  5d. 
CllESHUNT  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  14}  ;  Is.  2d. 
Chigwell  Lane  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  13}  ;  Is.  1  Jd. 
Chiltern  Green  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27  ;  2s.  8d. 
Cholsey  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48i  ;  5s.  Id. 
Chorley  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  481  ;  5s.  Id. 
Choeley  Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20 ;  Is.  lod. 
Clare  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62  ;  5s.  ,3d. 
COBHAM  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  18}  ;  2s. 
Colchester  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  51}  ;  4s.  4id. 
Colne  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  57i  ;  4s.  6d. 
COLNBliOOK  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  16}  ;  Is.  Sd. 
Cookham  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  25}  ;  2s.  lOd. 
COWDEN  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29  ;  3s. 


RAILWAY  REFERENCES. 


A.  Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street). 

B.  Great  Western  (Paddington). 

C.  South  Eastern  (Cliaring  Cross,  Waterloo 

.Tunctiou,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge 
and  New  Cross). 

D.  South -Western  (Waterloo). 


E.  Great  Northern  (King's  Cross). 

F.  L.  B.  &  S.  C.  (London  Bridge  and  Victoria). 

G.  Afidland  (St.  Pancras). 

H.  North-Western  (Kuston). 

I.  Metropolitan  (Baker  Streot), 


Cranbrook  (Medway),  C,  48  ;  43. 
Cromkr,  a,  Norfolk,  139  ;  lis. 
CuLHAM  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  56}  ;  .5s.  lOd. 
Datohet  (Thames),  D,  Bucks,  28}  ;  2s.  3d. 
Dorking  (Jlole),  C  F,  Surrey,  26  ;  2s.  8d. 
HOWNIIAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  86}  ;  73.  3d. 
Earith  Bridge  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70}  ;  5s.  4d. 
Karlswood  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  21}  ;  2s. 
East  (3rinstead  (.Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30  ;  ,3s.  Cd. 
E.isT  Farleioh  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44  ;  4s. 
EiJENBRUKiK  (Eden),  C  F,  Kent,  33  ;  2s.  8d. 
EdilA.M  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  3d. 
Elstree  (Reservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is.  2d. 
Elsenham  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38;  3s.  0}d. 
Ely  ((_)usc).  A,  Cambs,  70}  ;  .5s.  lUd 
Enfield  Look  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12  ;  la. 
Ei'I'ING  (Koding),  A,  Essex,  17  ;  Is.  5}d. 
Esher  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  14}  ;  Is.  6d. 
Fambridqr  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35  ;  2s.  lOd. 
FlTTLEWORTll  (Arun),  F,  52  ;  5s.  M. 
Flitwiok  (Ivel),  G,  Beds,  40 ;  43.  Id. 
Forest  Row  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39  ;  33.  6d. 
FULWELL  (Thames),  I),  Middlesex,  12}  ;  Is.  4d. 
Goring  (Thames),  B,  Oxford,  44}  ;  48.  9d. 
Guudhurst  (Medway),  C,  38  ;  4s. 
Gt.  Chesterford  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48  ;  38.  lOJd. 
Great  Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  3.5}  ;  3s.  3d. 
Gt.  Missenden  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  29;  2s.  9d. 
Grove  Ferry  (Stour),  C,  76};  7s.  2d. 
Guildford  f\Vey),  C  D,  Surrey,  28}  ;  3s.  2d. 
GUNTON  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk,  138 ;  10s. 
Hadham  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  25}  ;  23.  3d. 
Halstbad  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  62}  ;  4s.  8{d. 
Hami'Ton  (  Thames),  I),  Middlesex,  14}  ;  Is.  6d. 
HahI'TON  Wick  (Thames),  U,  Mdlsx.,  14}  ;  Is.  3d. 
Harlington  (Tod),  G,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  yd. 
Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26}  ;  23.  l}d. 
Hari'ENDEN  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  27}  ;  23.  5d. 
IlARTFlELD  (Medwav),  F,  Sussex,  42  ;  33.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17}  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Hatfield PEVEREL(Chelmer),A,Essex,36  ;  3s.  Id. 
Hawkhurst  (Medway),  C,  47  ;  4s. 
Hayward's  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  4s. 
Hever  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxou,  .35} ;  3s.  9d. 
Hertford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  24}  ;  2s.  6d. 
High  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  11}  ;  Is. 
Hilgay  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  88}  ;  63.  10}d. 
Horley  (Mole),  F,  .Surrey,  25  ;  23.  8d. 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  3s.  lod. 
HORSMONDEN  (Medway),  C,  40  ;  4s. 


Housted  Keynes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  36}  ;  3s.  lOd. 
Hunstanton,  A,  Norfolk,  114}  ;  9s.  6d. 
Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  58}  ;  68.  2d. 
Hythk,  C,  66}  ;  6s.  9d. 

IRCHKSTER  (Ousc),  G,  Northampton,  61 ;  63.  5d. 

Kklvedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  33.  7d. 

Kino's  Langley  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21 ;  2s.  2d. 

Kingston  (Thames),  U,  Surrey,  12  ;  Is.  3d. 

Lakenheath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82}  ;  6s.  lljd. 

Langford   Hall   Fishery   (Blackwater),  A, 
Essex,  44  ;  ,33.  3}d.    (Change  at  Witham.) 

Langley  (Can.al),  B,  Bucks,  10}  ;  Is.  8d. 

Leagrave  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  32} ;  3s.  3d. 

Leatfierhead  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  19}  ;  23. 

LEIGHToN  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40}  ;  4s.  2d. 

Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  ,50  ;  ,5s.  2d. 

Lingfield  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28  ;  2s.  8d. 

Littlei'ORT  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76;  68.  5d. 

Long  Melford  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61}  ;  5s.  21d. 

Louohton  (Kodiiig),  A,  Essex,  12  ;  Is.  0}d. 

Lowestoft  (for  Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  117}  ;  lis. 

Maidenhead  (  Thanies),  B,  Berks,  24}  ;  23.  6d. 

Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s.  3d. 

Maldon  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  3s.  2d. 

Manningtree  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  .59  ;  5s.  0}d. 

March  (Nene,  Ac),  A,  Cambs,  88 ;  6s.  4d. 

Mardocks  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  23  ;  23. 

Marks  Tey  (Colne),  A,  Es.sex,  47  ;  3s.  ll}d. 

Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  31}  ;  3s.  3d. 

Midiiurst  (Rother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61 ;  63. 

MiLDKNHALL  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  76}  ;  68.  4}d. 

MouLSFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48} ;  53.  Id. 

New  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  MurtA,  9};  is. 

Newport  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  3s.  5d. 

North  Walsham  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  1.34  ;  10s. 

North  Weald  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  19} ;  Is.  8d. 

Oakley  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  52}  ;  5s.  4d. 

Offord  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  5.5}  ;  53.  lOd. 
'  Ongar  fRoding),  A,  Essex,  22  ;  Is.  lljd. 

OXTED  (Kden),  C  F,  SiUTey,  21 ;  2s.  Id. 
;  Paddock  Woov  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  31}  ;  4s. 

Pangbourne  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  41}  ;  43.  4d. 

Park  Street  (Ver),  H,  Herts,  22  ;  2s. 

Ponders  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10  ;  9d. 

Potters  Bar  (Colne),  E,  Middlesex,  12}  ;  Is.  3d. 

Pulborough  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  50 ;  58.  (By 
I       Eldridge's  Excursions,  33.  6d.). 
'  Radlett  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15  ;  Is.  5d. 
I  B-ADLEY,  B,  Berks,  58}  ;  6s  2d. 

Reading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36 ;  3s.  9d. 

Red  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20}  ;  2s. 


Rickmansworth  (Colne),  H  I,  Herts,  22}  ;  Is.  9d. 
ROVDON  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22}  ;  Is.  9d. 
RUDOWIOK  (Arun),  K,  Sussex,  44  ;  43.  2d. 
Rye  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19;  Is.  8d. 
St.  Albans  (Colne),  E  (}  H,  Herts,  20  ;  28.  Id. 
St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hiuits,  70} ;  Os.  2d. 
St.  Margaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20}  ;  Is.  9d. 
St.  Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  51}  ;  58.  6d. 
Sandy  (Ivel),  E  Beds,  44  ;  4s.  7d. 
Sawhridoeworth  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29  ;  2s.  3}d. 
Selham  (Rother),  F,  Sussex,  ,58  ;  5s.  6d. 
Shalford  (Wey),  C',  Surrey,  41  ;  3s.  2d. 
Suarnbrook  (Ouse),  O,  Beds,  55  ;  .53.  9d. 
Shefford  (Ivel),  O,  Bedford,  87  ;  53. 
Shelford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  55  ;  4.s.  5}d. 
Shesfield  (Chelnier),  A,  Essex,  20}  ;  Is.  8d. 
Shepperton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18}  ;  23. 
Shiplake  (Thames),  B,  O.xford,  35}  ;  3s.  7(1. 
Slough  (Canal),  15,  Bucks,  18}  ;  Is.  lid. 
Southminstkr,  a,  Essex,  40  ;  ;js.  4d. 
Staines  (Thames),  1),  Middlesex,  li)}  ;  23. 
Standon  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  29}  ;  2s.  8}d. 
Stanstkad  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  33  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Stoke  .Mandeville,  I,  Bucks,  37  ;  33.  6d. 
Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  .58} ;  4s.  H}d. 
Sunbury  (Thames),  I),  Middlesex,  16} ;  Is.  8d. 
Taplow  (I'hames),  B,  Bucks,  22}  ;  2s.  4d. 
Temi'sford  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47}  ;  43.  lid. 
Thatcham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49}  ;  5s.  2d. 
Theydon  Bois  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  16  ;  Is.  3}  d. 
Three  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29  ;  33. 
Tilehurst  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38}  ;  4s.  Id. 
Tonbridge  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29}  ;  33.  3d. 
Tring  (Reservoirs),  H,  Herts,  31}  ;  3s.  4d. 
TWYFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31 ;  3s.  3d. 
UXBRIDGE  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  15} ;  Is.  7d. 
Virginia  Water  (Thames),  D,  Berks,  23 ;  23.  6d. 
Waltham  CR0.SS  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  Is.  Id. 
Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  22}  ;  Is.  Ud. 
Warorave,  B,  Berks,  33  ;  3a.  5d. 
Waterbeach  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  61 ;  5s.  2d. 
Wateringbury  (Medwa.y),  C,  Kent,  46  ;  in. 
Wenuover,  I,  Bucks,  33} ;  3s.  'Ml. 
West  Drayton  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  13} ;  Is.  .5d. 
West  Grinstead  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  45  ;  48.  8d. 
West  Mill  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  32}  ;  23.  9}d. 
Weybridge  (Thanies),  D,  Surrey,  19  ;  23. 
Whittlesford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  49  ;  4s.  2d. 
WlOKFORD  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  20  ;  2s.  2d. 
Widfdrd  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  24  ;  2s.  Id. 
Windsor  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  21}  ;  23.  3d. 
Witham  (Blackwater),  A,  Es.sex,  39  ;  3s.  3}d. 
Woking  (Basingstoke  Caual),  D,  Surrey,  24} ; ' 
2s.  6d. 

WooDHAM  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31 ;  2s.  7d. 
Wraysbuby  (Thms.cfe  Colne),  D, Bucks,  21};  2s.3d. 
Wboxham  (Broads,  &c.).  A,  Norfolk,  122}  ;  lis. 

(May  1  to  Oct.  31  only.) 
Yalding  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  38}  ;  4s. 
Yarmouth  (Bure,  &c.),  A,  Norfolk,  121 ;  lis. 


neighbourhood  recently.  The  Kerry  mountain  lakes 
have  fished  well  at  small  brown  trout.  Sea  angling  is 
still  jielding  good  sport  at  all  stations  in  Cork  and 
Kerry  where  anglers  have  been  out.  Whiting  are 
very  numerous  at  all  the  principal  fishing  centres, 
and  pollack,  mackerel,  scad,  and  bream  are  plentiful 
at  several  points.  The  weather  is  very  favourable  just 
now  for  sea-fishing,  and  good  sport  is  looked  forward 
to  everywhere  along  the  coast  -where  fishermen  go  out 
at  this  time  of  the  year.  Eock  fishing  is  still  giving 
some  sport  at  a  few  places  in  Cork  and  Kerry. 


^lofcs  from  fi)c  ^lovti). 

TuE  angling  season  is  fast  closing  in,  and  as  yet 
sport  is  at  a  decided  discount.  A  foot  of  water  would 
work  wonders.  Fish  there  are  in  plenty  in  the 
estuaries  and  on  the  coast,  but  they  won't  run  up 
without  a  drawing  spate. 


The  Tay  is  the  only  back-end  river  yielding  anything 
like  good  sport.  A  few  are  being  got  on  the  Dee,  but 
scarcely  anything  on  the  Spey  or  elsewhere. 


The  Prince  of  Wales  left  last  week  with  only  two 
fish  to  his  credit ;  but  others  at  the  Castle  (Gordon) 
had  not  even  that,  and  since  then  matters  have  not 
vastly  improved.   

Very  small  flies — No.  8  double — are  the  killing 
salmon  lures  on  the  Dee  and  elsewhere  by  those  who 
are  making  anything  of  it  at  all.  The  fish  will  look 
at  nothing  else,  even  ordinary  grilse  hooks  being  too 
big.   

Another  tidal  angler  on  the  Dee  creeled  a  salmon 
on  trouting  tackle  last  week,  this  time  a  nine-pounder, 
while  every  other  fisherman  is  complaining  of  hooking 
and  losing  extraordinary  weights. 


The  North  Esk  at  Montrose  Is  a  good  tidal  water 
and  free,  I  think ;  and  the  wonder  is  that  so  few 
strangers  patronise  it.  The  salmon  fishings  let  at  long 
rentals — ,£B00  and  £1000— to  the  Messrs.  Johnstone 
chiefly ;  but  tickets  if  issued  cannot  cost  much,  and 
the  sport  is  sometimes  very  good, 


The  Ythan  and  other  tidal  reaches  have  not  come 
up  to  expectations  this  autumn.  A  party  of  six  on 
Wednesday  last  plied  hard  with  every  favoured  and 
favourite  lure,  but  their  total  catch  did  not  exceed 
two  dozen.  As  usual  the  latest  recruit  to  the  art  had 
the  largest  fish.   

Mr.  Harry  Duncan  writes  me  from  the  Cabrach 
(Deveron)  :  "  Most  if  not  all  the  hotel  anglers  are 
away.  There  are  one  or  two  wormers  getting  a  fish, 
but  at  present  the  water  is  too  low  for  anything  else, 
and  I  do  not  fish  '  worm.'  If  we  get  a  spate  sport 
will  be  bright  for  there  are  plenty  of  fish  about,  and 
more  on  the  move  up.  I  had  a  very  rare  experience 
last  week  on  the  miller's  intake.  I  had  tried  hard  for 
a  salmon  but  to  no  purpose,  so  I  rigged  up  some  fine 
trout  tackle  to  see  what  they  were  like.  I  had  on  a 
No.  16  or  17  Redditch  scale,  and  had  scarcely  begun 
when  a  salmon  rose  to  my  end  fly.  I  knew  my  chances 
were  small  indeed  of  weighing  that  fish,  but  I  held  on 
to  him  for  an  hour  before  the  gut  gave  way.  I  think 
it  must  have  been  about  91b.,  but  I  could  put  on  no 
strain  and  never  got  a  chance  of  gaffing  it." 


The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Sutherland  gave  their 
annual  hop  to  the  Golspie  folks  last  Friday.  There 
were  three  hundred  guests,  including  the  Castle  party. 
Of  course  the  angling  fraternity  were  to  the  front. 
The  Duchess  herself  is  a  keen  angler  and  has  some 
choice  waters  at  her  disposal. 


The  three  sons  of  Hon.  Colonel  Wolrige-Gordon 
returned  home  last  week — Major  Gilmore,  Lieutenant- 
.  Colonel  John,  and  Major  Walter — and  were  entertained 
by  the  tenantry.  They  are  all  anglers  of  the  first 
order.   

The  Aberdeen  Amateur  Rock  Fishers  finished  their 
season  last  week  with  the  final  in  the  team  competition. 
In  the  six  contests  Portlethen  won  —  the  heaviest 
individual  basket  being  that  of  A.  Douglas,  scaling 
1401b.  4oz.  The  next  heaviest  was  that  of  A.  Scott, 
with  801b.  2oz. 


Several  salmon  poaching  cases  were  up  from 
Donside  last  week,  and  in  one  case  the  full  penalty  of 
£5  was  exacted  for  laying  hands  on  a  watcher. 

SpECiiL  Scotch. 


AN  OLD  KENNET  TROUT  BREEDER,  i 

  { 

It  is,  perhaps,  as  well  to  oooasionally  recall  the^ 
name  of  one  of  those  pisciculturists  who,  while  < 
deploring  the  gross  misuse  of  concessions — hardly  * 
rights — to  disabuse  sport  by  using  the  drag,  and  the  1 
almost  as  mischievous  large  cast-net  when  in  the 
hands  of  a  clever  "  spreader,"  did  something  of  his 
own  free  will  to  keep  up  a  stock  of  Kennet  trout,  and 
no  finer  fish  anywhere  swims,  if  he  is  a  bit  too  well 
fed  to  care  to  rise  freely  to  the  fly  after  attaining,  say, 
41b.  and  upwards.  The  gentleman  alluded  to  was  Mr. 
Toomer,  formerly  banker,  and  also  ironmonger  of 
Newbury.  The  writer  well  remembers  how  active  he 
was  even  as  an  old  man.  Mr.  Toomer  had  a  kind  of 
stew  made  in  direct  connection  with  the  Kennet 
about  one  himdred  yards  or  so  below  Newbury  Bridge, 
at  the  bottom  of  what  was  called  "  Toomer's  Yard," 
close  to  a  Nonconformist  chapel,  hid  away,  as  most  of 
the  Nonconformist  "Meeting  Houses"  were  in  the 
old  persecuting  days.  The  stew  was  enclosed  between 
iron  railings,  and  secured  at  top  to  save  purloiners 
stealing  the  largish  breeders,  fresh  water  freely  flowing 
underneath  the  tow-path.  Here  the  fish  bred;  but 
whether  anything  like  the  modern  system  of  denuding 
gravid  fish  of  the  ova  and  milt  obtained  the  writer 
cannot  say.    Probably  not. 

The  aged  pisciculturist  left  some  details  behind  of 
his  venture  with  the  trout,  in  which  the  writer 
remembers  that  Mr.  Toomer  mentions  that  one  of  the 
cock  fish  seized  his  lady  love  by  the  pectoral  fin  and 
kept  her  to  himself  until  all  danger  of  a  rival  was 
past.  What  he  fed  his  stock  fish  with  is  perhaps  not 
known ;  but  doubtless  most  of  the  young  trout  sought 
the  main  stream,  and  in  time  headed  up  to  the  deeper 
and  safer  mill-tails  of  West  Mills  flour  and  paper  mills 
(up  to  the  '40's  at  least),  and  also  to  that  "  trouty 
tail"  of  the  Town  Mill  near  the  northern  side  of 
beautiful  St.  Nicholas  Parish  Church.  One  of  the 
old  trout  breeder's  sons  sold  fly  rods  and  tackle  at  hia 
ironmonger's  shop  in  Newbury  Market-place,  the 
guinea  fly  rods  of  about  ten  feet  long  having  lance- 
wood  butts,  if  not  also  the  second  joint,  and  excel- 
lently-made top  joints  (two).  Barber  Brind's,  of 
Northoroft-lane,  was,  however,  the  more  popular 
tackle  shop,  and  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood  who 
wanted  live  bait  sent  their  servants  with  their  big 
bait  can,  and  Mr.  Brind,  who  could  "  describe  "  a  pretty 
circle  with  his  oast-net,  caught  roach  and  dace,  etc., 
from  the  tow-path  below  Newbury  Bridge.    W.  Fey. 
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THE  OUTER  HEBRIDES  FOR  ANGLERS. 


Among  the  many  readers  of  the  Literary  World,  not 
forgetting  the  scribes  who  make  its  pages  so  attractive, 
there  must  be  some  disciples  of  old  Izaak,  who  in 
these  days,  when  every  decently  fishf  ul  water  is  wont  to 
be  crowded,  will  be  grateful  for  a  hint  where  to  locate 
themselves  among  the  trout.  August  is  a  bad  month 
for  the  brownies,  but  it  and  September  are  the  west 
coast  months  among  the  sea-trout.  This  letter,  you 
will  admit,  is  a  self-denying  utterance.  The  man 
who  knows,  and  tells,  is  apt  to  be  written  down  an 
ass.  But  I  enjoy  my  annual — a  very  hardy  annual 
indeed — all  the  more  because  it  has  been  so  generally 
shared  by  the  tardily  initiated.  You  can't  enjoy  really 
good  sport  if  you  are  an  absolute  pauper,  but  known 
prices  being  recognised  I  will  ask  your  fisherfolk 
readers  to  say  if  four  guineas  a  week  is  dear  for 
pension,  gillie,  boat,  and  certain  sport.  Given  £25 
allotted  for  the  holiday — a  month  out  and  home — it 
cannot  be  better  spent  than  in  the  "Long  Island." 
Here  is  the  table  of  fares  : — Euston  to  Oban  and  back, 
60s.  third  ;  Oban  to  Lochmaddy,  303.  return,  first-class 
steamer  :  223.  6d.  if  Lochboisdale  be  preferred.  At 
Lochmaddy,  a  first-class  headquarters,  three  and  a 
half  guineas  a'  week  plus  one  guinea  for  gillie.  At 
Lochboisdale,  three  guineas  a  week  and  gillie  a  guinea. 
At  either  place  you  enter  at  the  bottom  of  the 
list,  but  have  from  the  first  a  loch,  or  rather  a 
choice  of  lochs,  at  your  disposal.  In  a  week  or  so 
you  are  among  the  sea-trout  choices,  and  in  the 
course  of  the  holiday  contemplated  will  range  the  list 
certainly  twice,  perhaps,  with  good  luck,  thrice.  If 
you  can  throw  a  fly  at  all  your  basket  will  never  be 
empty.  Loch  Huna  at  Lochmaddy,  Loch  Coragrimsaig 
at  Lochboisdale  are  only  two  of  many  bottom-list 
choices  which  are  certainties  quite  beyond  the  range 
'of  ordinary  experience.  Fishermen  know  what  weight 
means.  If  ten  to  twelve  pounds  of  bright  trout,  every 
one  a  toothsome  morsel,  does  not  meet  the  anticipa- 
tion we  stimulate,  the  man,  not  the  water,  is  amiss. 
It  was  in  the  seventies  I  discovered  "  Long  Island," 
and  since  then  it  has  held  my  affection  without 
diminution.  The  "grub"  is  excellent,  and  the  life, 
like  a  voyage  on  a  liner,  is  life-giving.  Land  and  sea- 
water  are  so  intimate  that  either  North  or  South  Uist 
is  all  the  world  like  a  fisherman's  quarters  on  a 
quirter-deck.  I  have  not  forgotten  Benbecula,  but 
that  means  an  extra  thirty  shillings  for  return  journey, 
as  the  steamers  have  to  be  supplemented  by  horse- 
hire.  My  twenty-five  pounds  takes  account  of  traps 
to  distant  lochs  in  the  two  Uists.  The  sea-fishing  is 
first-rate,  and  for  a  Sabbath  day's  ramble  there  are 
bold  hills  rising  2,000  feet  out  of  the  ocean.  South 
Uist  was  Flora  Macdonald's  birthplace  (the  house  a 
ruin).  The  Young  Pretender  lay  hid  there  and  from 
it  sailed  away  in  petticoats. — S.  G.  D.  in  The  Literary 
World. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebftot* 

We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opimoTis 
es^essed  by  our  Correspondents.} 

PI3HING  CRAFT  NOMENCLATURE. 
Sib,— The  technical  language  of  fishing  seems  to 
have  drifted  somewhat  towards  a  mixed  patois,  and  if 
some  of  your  much  appreciated  correspondents— as 
well  as  "outsiders"  —  will  pardon  a  well  meant 
criticism,  I  would  suggest  the  advantage  of  using  one 
name  for  one  thing,  or  one  sort  of  tmng,  as  fat  as 
possible. 

I  have  heard  the  connection  between  a  casting  line 
and  a  fly  called  a  link,  a  drop,  or  dropper  link,  a  dull, 
a  foot  line,  a  point,  etc.,  while  the  casting  line  is 
called  a  stretcher,  a  trace,  or  something  else  ;  even 
the  rod  itself  is  in  some  places  a  pole  ;  not  to  mention 
the  variety  of  names  given  to  the  same  fish,  or  to  the 
same  parts  of  flies. 

Among  these  and  other  variations  in  the  nomen- 
clature of  fish  craft,  when  pointed  things  like  hooks 
are  in  one's  mind  the  words  barb  for  point  or  iwint 
for  a  link  of  gut  appear  misplaced  :  while  for  the 
whole  craft  there  are  enough  of  plain  English  words 
in  common  use  to  warrant  their  adoption,  instead  of 
various  local  termj. — Yours  truly,  Benwvan, 


ABOUT  LANDING-NETS. 

Deab  Sib, — I  note  in  your  issue  of  Sept.  13  a  letter 
"  About  Landing-Nets,"  signed  "  X.  S.  R.,"  the  writer 
of  which  states  that  he  has  recently  made  an  improved 
landing-net  frame  in  which  "  the  extremities  of  the 
arms  are  connected  by  a  slip  of  lancewood."  Allow  me, 
please,  to  mention  that  I  have  applied  for  a  patent  in 
Great  Britain  for  a  net-frame  built  on  this  sam?  princi- 
ple, and  that  my  application  was  filed  on  May  20, 
1902,  bearing  No.  11.501.  That  much  in  order  to 
avoid  subsequent  misunderstandings  if  "  X.  S.  R.'s  " 
bint  should  be  taken  up  by  someone  unaware  of  the 
fact  that  this  improvement  in  triangular  net-frames 
has  been  made  the  subject  of  an  application  for 
protection. 


Turning  over  to  the  first  part  of  the  above  gentleman's 
letter,  I  must  say  that  it  has  given  me  considerable 
satisfaction  to  see  that  I  am  not  isolated  in  the  view 
which  I  take  of  the  landing-nets  in  general  u?e,  and 
of  the  unworkmanlike  way  in  which  they  frequently 
are  used.  As  to  the  question — which  is  the  better 
way  to  land  a  fish,  from  the  head  or  from  the  tail  ? 
I  really  do  not  think  it  is  possible  to  set  down  one 
hard  and  fast  rule  for  all  cases.  When  landing  heavy 
fish  I  generally  netted  them  from  the  tail,  quietly 
bringing  the  fish  over  the  net,  the  latter  being  held 
sunk  at  a  convenient  depth;  when  the  fish  was  jast 
over  the  net,  its  head  held  up  '  sufiioiently  and 
the  fish  being  played  out,  I  would  simultaneously 
"  drop  "  the  fish  and  raise  the  net  to  meet  it.  But 
sometimes  I  have  had  to  net  a  fish  that  had  not  been 
played  out,  and  in  order  to  do  this  I  have  had  to  let  it 
run  into  the  net  head  foremost,  which  did  take  some 
manoeuvring  sometimes.  Anyway,  the  majority  of 
my  large  fish  were  netted  from  the  tail— that  I  am 
quite  positive  about. — Yours  truly, 

Paul  Tcheekassov. 


A  35LB.  BROWN  TROUT  AND  THE  "  PANMURE 
GORDON"  FLY. 
Deab  Sie,— Will  Mr.  Daniel  O'Fee  kindly  supple- 
ment his  last  week's  river  report  and  letter  by  answers 
to  the  following  questions: — (1)  Who  caught  that  alleged 
35lb.  brown  trout,  and  to  whom  was  it  consigned  ?  (2) 
In  what  year  did  Mr.  O'Fee  "  invent "  the  "  Panmare 
Gordon"  Fly;  and  in  what  Ssotoh  river,  or  rivers, 
was  it  to  be  used  by  the  person  whose  name  it  is^said 
to  bear  ? 

With  regard  to  my  first  question,  the  heaviest  Irish 
brown  trout,  duly  vouched  for  and  accredited,  is 
20lb.  13oz.,and  this  record  specimen  was  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Mr.  A.  Nestor,  83,  Gaorge-street,  Limerick, 
when  I  last  saw  it.  There  is  no  record  of  a  brown 
trout  in  the  United  Kingdom  ever  attaining  to  the 
weight  of  35lb. 

As  to  my  second  question,  Mr.  Panmure  Gordon's 
memory  may  deserve  the  "  invention  "  of  a  salmon 
fly  to  bear  his  name,  but  I  am  afraid  that  "  Dan" 
has  drawn  too  much  upon  his  inventiveness  in  refer- 
ence to  this  mythical  salmon  fly. 

As  I  bought  the  whole  of  Mr.  Gordon's  fishing 
tackle — rods,  reels,  flies,  and  all  other  angling  gear — 
when  he  gave  up  fishing,  I  am  curious  to  hear  from 
"  Dan  "  the  date  of  his  "  invention,"  and  also  to  see  a 
pattern  of  this  wonderful  creation. — Yours  truly, 

Bromley,  Kent.  C.  W.  Gednky. 


SEA  FISHING  AT  SOUTHWOLD. 

Deab  Sib, — It  may  be  interesting  to  your  readers 
to  know  that  we  are  getting  excellent  sport  from  the 
pier.  On  the  evening  of  Sept.  27  I  caught  with  my 
rod  (from  the  pier  head)  two  and  a  half  score  of 
whiting,  eels,  pout,  dabs,  and  flounders.  During  the 
last  fortnight  good  catches  have  been  made.  I  saw  a 
codling  of  4flb.  and  a  large  conger.  A  very  large 
lobster  was  dropped  when  just  up  to  the  deck  of  the 
pier.  I  think  this  loss  was  on  account  of  a  hook 
fouling  the  pier,  and  in  trying  to  shake  the  hook 
clear  the  lobster  was  shaken  off. 

Our  fishing  has  commenced  earlier  than  usual  this 
year.  I  did  not  make  such  good  catches  until  much 
later  last  year.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  this  will  prove 
to  be  a  longer  angling  season  than  usual. 

I  have  been  very  interested  in  an  article  you 
published  on  Sept.  27  on  "Flounders  and  Flounder 
Fishing."  In  It  a  flounder  is  mentioned  as  being  at 
its  best  in  July,  August,  and  September,  and  at  its 
worst  in  December,  January,  and]  February.  This  is 
quite  contrary  to  the  rule  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
They  are  getting  batter  in  quality  now,  but  are  at 
their  best  about  Christmas.  In  July  and  August  they 
are  thin  and  watery.  We  get  a  lot  of  them  at  all  times 
of  the  year.  Your  correspondent  mentions  his  largest 
flounder  which  he  caught  at  Woodbridge  as  weighing 
nearly  a  pound ;  this  is  certainly  small.  I  caught 
one  here  last  autumn  weighing  3ilb.,  and  many  more 
between  lib.  and  2lb.  each. 

I  saw  a  flounder  caught  by  an  angler  here  on 
Sept.  28  weighing,  I  should  think,  about  IJlb.,  and 
although  the  angler  was  paying  every  possible  atten- 
tion to  his  rod,  the  fish  managed  to  swallow  all  his 
three  hooks.  They  always  appear  to  be  very  greedy, 
bat  after  swallovjing  the  hook  they  will  remain  per- 
fectly still,  and  you  can  iesl  nothing  of  them,  neither 
does  the  rod  show  any  sign  of  a  bite.  The  bite  in  the 
first  instance  is  usually  one  long  slow  pull,  not  a  bit 
like  the  jerky  bite  of  a  whiting  or  the  sharp  tug  of  a 
codling.  Trusting  these  few  remarks  will  be  accept- 
able.— Yours  faithfully,  Rob  set  J.  Canova. 

Southwold,  Suffolk. 


FLIES  ON  EYED  HOOKS. 
Dear  Rib, — When  I  read  "  New  Subscriber's " 
letter  in  the  Fishing  Qazctte  of  Sept.  27,  also  your 
editorial  footnote  asking  for  the  opinions  of  others, 
and  remembering  the  controversies  in  the  Fishing 
Oazette  on  this  subject  in  years  gone  by,  I  naturally 
wondered  what  the  verdict  would  be  this  time — it  was 


mostly  in  favour  of  gut  tied  Hies  before— and  felt  all 
impatienca  for  your  issue  of  Oct.  4,  and  I  am  not 
surprised  to  find  that  eyed  hooks  for  flies  have  the 
preference  nowadays. 

It  seemed  quite  like  old  times  to  see  letters  with 
headlines  such  as  "Eyed  v.  Gut  Tied  Flies,"  "Re 
Eyed  v.  Hooks  Tied  on  Gut,"  etc.,  and  reminded  me 
of  my  first  attempts  at  tying  flies  on  eyed  hooks,  flies 
by  the  way  which  got  my  then  employers,  Messrs. 
Hardy  Brothers,  of  Alnwick,  a  silver  medal  at  the 
Fisheries  I'jxhibition  in  1883.  And  although  so-called 
improvements  have  been  made  in  eyed  hooks  and 
their  attachment  since  then  -with  all  due  deference 
to  such  authorities  as  Calonel  Cuyler  and  Mr.  B.  F, 
Goodwin — I  must  confess  that  I  still  remain  true  to 
my  first  love,  as  far  as  attaching  the  eyed  hook  to 
gut  is  concerned,  namely,  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall's  method, 
which,  in  ray  opinion,  is  far  and  away  the  bast,  and  is 
the  knot  which  originated  the  turning  up  of  the  eye 
of  the  modern  eyed  fly  hook.  I  well  ramembar  Mr. 
Hall  telling  how  he  and  a  friend,  whose  name  I  have 
forgotten,  experimented  with  two  pieces  of  lead  wire  to 
find  out  the  best  way  of  getting  a  central  pull,  and 
then  having  the  hooks  made  with  a  turned  up  eye, 
just  like  one  pieca  of  the  lead  wire  which  hid  taken 
the  correct  angle,  the  length  of  gut  taking  the  other 
piece  of  lead  wire's  place.  I  cannot  say  much  in 
favour  of  the  sneck-bend  eyed  fly  hook,  whether  turned 
up  or  down.  Mr.  Hall's  snecky  Limerick  still  holds 
first  place  iu  my  estimation,  and  a  friend  of  mine  to 
whom  I  gave  some,  with  instructions  how  to  attach 
them,  swears  by  them  for  roach  fishing,  either  with 
gentles  or  stewed  wheat. 

And  now  a  word  of  advice  to  "New  Subscriber  "  as 
to  how  the  flies  should  be  tied  on  eyed  hooks.  If  he 
gets  the  ordinary  floaters  with  upright  wings  and  a 
superabundance  of  hackle,  he  will  find  on  drawing 
them  through  the  waters  of  a  lake,  or  fishing  down- 
stream, and  drawing  them  against  the  current,  in 
ordinary  wet  fly  fishing  that  they  will  mike  waves 
like  miniature  steam  launches,  and  only  scare  the  trout. 

The  hackle  and  wings  of  the  wet  fly  should  ba  scant 
compared  to  the  floater,  and  made  to  lie  flat.  "New 
Subscriber  "  will  find  snecky  Limerick  upturned  eyed 
hooks  properly  attached  far  before  gut-tied  hooks  for 
any  kind  of  fly  fishing,  but  be  sure  that  the  wings  are 
tied  on,  with  the  butts  of  the  feather,  towards  the  bend 
of  the  hook  and  then  reversed,  even  if  he  has  to  pay 
more  for  them. 

I  hope  now  that  the  ball  has  been  started  rolling  it 
will  be  kept  going,  as  discussion  of  this  sort  helps  to 
liven  things  up  a  bit  during  the  close  season.  Where 
are  the  advocates  of  gut-tiei  hooks  ? — Yours  sincerely, 

Redditch.  Peteb  Alison. 


BE  EYED  V.  HOOKS  TIED  ON  GUT. 

Deab  Sib, — With  reference  to  above  query  in  the 
Fishing  Oazette  of  Sept.  27,  my  experience  is  all  in 
favour  of  the  eyed  hooks,  but  as  you,  Mr.  Eiitor,  say, 
there  are  eyed  hooks  and  eyed  hooks.  If  proper  hooks 
are  used,  and  they  are  properly  fastened  to  the  fly-cast, 
they  will  fish  well  and  also  hook  the  fish  securely. 

A  f ter  experimenting  for  some  years  I  arrived  at  the 
following  method,  which  I  have  adhered  to  for  tha  last 
twelve  years.  I  may  say  that  my  remarks  all  refer  to 
what  is  known  as  the  "  wet  fly  "  style  of  fly-fishing. 
The  fly  oast  should  be  tapered — fine,  madium,  or  stout 
acoording  to  requirements.  The  stretcher  fly  should 
be  attached  by  the  "Turle"  knot;  the  droppers  (two 
in  number  only)  by  the  "  jam  "  knot.  The  drop  flies 
should  be  attached  to  the  cast-line  with  strands  of 
round  natural  gut  three  and  a-half  inches  long  and 
of  almost  the  same  thickness  as  the  parts  of  the 
oast-line  where  they  are  attached,  and  the  strands  of 
gut  for  attaching  the  droppers  should  fairly  fill  the 
eyes  of  the  hooks.  This  is  essential  for  two  reasons 
— firstly,  to  prevent  drawing,  and  secondly  to  give 
the  necessary  stiffening  to  make  the  gut  and  the 
hook,  as  it  were,  one.  The  gut  of  the  droppers  should 
be  attached  to  the  cast-line  by  a  simple  single  knot, 
but  in  making  this  knot  the  gut  should  be  taken  twice 
round  the  line  and  then  through  the  loop  of  the  knot 
in  the  usual  way.  The  hook  must  then  be  fastened 
on  the  strand  of  gut  by  the  "  jam  "  knot.  If  all  this 
is  done  properly  the  drop  fly  attachments  will  be 
lying  along  the  oast-line  and  pointing  to  the  reel- 
line  and  not  to  the  stretcher.  The  completed  cast 
will  then  appear  thus — 




.  -^^  r-—^ 

When  fishing  the  drop  flies  will  then  work  at  right 
angles  to  the  cast-line,  fish  properly,  hook  the  fish 
securely,  and  never  get  round  the  cast-line,  but  will 
be  always  in  the  best  position. 

The  above  way  of  attaching  the  h  5oks  to  gut,  and  the 
gut  to  line,  is  the  neatest  and  strongest,  and  the  most 
secure  way  possible,  and  will  also  give  the  best  results. 
When  trout  fishing,  and  using  a  fine  cast  line  and 
above  attachments,  I  have  hooked,  played,  and  landed 
an  81b.  salmon  on  the  top  dropper. 

The  attachments  should  be  made  just  above  a  knot 
in  the  cast-line, — Yours  truly, 

Thos.  Robebtson, 
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BE  EYED  V.  HOOKS  TIED  ON  GUT. 
Sib,— I  thought  it  had  long  ago  been  settled  that 
■while  for  dry  fly  fishing,  with  its  tiny  flies  and  hard 
■wear  in  drying  them,  eyed  flies  are  practically  essential, 
or  at  least  have  so  many  advantages  over  flies  to  gut 
as  to  be  far  preferable,  yet  for  wet  fly  fishing  flies  to 
gut  hang  better,  swim  better,  and  look  better  than 
eyed  flies.  They  are  lighter,  they  have  less  iron  in 
the  wire,  the  eye  is  out  of  the  vyay,  and  so  the  fly  does 
not  make  a  drag  or  vyake  in  the  water.  Nevertheless, 
for  lake  fishing,  where  large  flies  are  used,  the  dis- 
advantages of  eyed  hooks  are  so  much  less  than  they 
are  where  small  flies  must  be  used,  as  in  the  York- 
shire streams,  that  their  immense  convenience  and 
cheapness  must  give  them  the  preference  among  all  to 
whom  space  and  economy  are  objects.  If,  however, 
anglers  would  only  take  the  trouble  to  dress 
their  own  ilies  they  would  be  able  to  combine  the 
advantages  of  cheapness  and  convenience  with  the 
advantages  cf  using  for  their  art  flies  and  hooks  to  gut, 
and  never  accumulating  an  expensive  stock  to  go  to 
ruin  in  their  fly-books. — Yours  truly, 

Val  Conson. 
[It  is  quite  true,  as  "  Val  Conson  "  points  out,  that 
eyed  hooks  are  made  of  stouter  wire  than  the  old- 
fashioned  kind,  but  there  is  no  reason  why  the  same 
wire  should  not  be  used  for  both  if  the  same  kind  and 
same  average  size  of  fish  are  to  be  fished  for. — Ed.] 


Sib, — My  experience  led  me  a  few  years  ago  to  the 
adoption  of  this  combination  as  the  best  generally  for 
wet  fly  fishing  in  the  north  country  stjle — Tapered 
gut  casting-line,  with  eyed  tail  fly,  and  droppers 
dressed  on  sound  hair.  Since  then,  whenever  prac- 
ticable, "  I  have  used  no  other." — Yours  faithfully, 

W.  Carter  Platts. 

P  S. — Wet  fine  gut  is  too  limp  for  droppers.  I  think 
it  was  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  who,  two  or  three  years  ago, 
drew  my  attention  to  the  fact  that  suitable  pig's 
bristles  "  lick  creation  "  for  tying  droppers  on. 


FINE  SPECIMENS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  thought  you  would  be  interested  to 
know  that  I  caught  a  "  nice  brace  of  specimens"  on 
Saturday  last  (Oct.  4)  in  the  Hampshire  Avon.  They 
were  as  follows  :— Chub,  51b.  4oz.    Roach,  21b.  loz. 

The  roach  was  a  perfect  specimen  in  shape  and 
condition.  It  is  not  often  one  is  favoured  or  fortunate 
in  securing  two  such  fish  in  one  day.  I  also  had  a 
perch  the  day  before  weighing  IJlb. — Yours  faithfully, 

Stroud  Green.  A.  E.  Mason. 

[Very  nice  fish.— Ed.] 


REPORTS  FROM  THE  DART. 

Sib, — I  am  somewhat  surprised  at  the  rather  free 
use  of  my  name  Mr.  Gadsden  has  made  in  his  recent 
discussion  on  "West  Country  Fairy  Tales,"  when  a  few 
moments'  conversation  with  me  would  have  satisfied 
him  without  rushing  into  print. 

During  Mr.  Gadsden's  stay  in  Totnes  he  seemed  very 
anxious  to  do  some  fishing  with  me.  I  was  at  the  time 
somewhat  indisposed,  and  told  him  I  would  let  him 
know  when  going  out ;  this,  as  you  know,  means  going 
to  Staverton  or  Buckfastleigb,  which  I  was  not  up  to. 
Through  the  courtesy  of  a  gentleman  who  owns  some 
four  miles  of  private  water  close  to  Totnes,  which  I 
have  the  privilege  of  fishing  over,  I  was  enabled  to 
go  there  when  I  could  not  go  further  away.  I  could 
not  take  Mr.  Gadsden  with  me,  and  when  I  saw  him 
told  him  I  had  not  been  out,  my  meaning  being  not 
on  the  open  water. 

"  Devonian's  "  report  was  perfectly  correct,  and  I 
have  always  found  it  so,  this  opinion  being  shared  by 
most  readers  of  your  valuable  paper  in  this  district. — 
Yours  truly,  H.  T.  Distin. 

Totnes. 


"WEST  COUNTRY  FAIRY  TALES." 
Dear  Sin, — Mr.  Gadsden's  letters,  under  above 
heading,  would  seem  to  convey  a  sense  of  injury,  so 
pertinaciously  does  he  harp  on  "  Devonian's"  alleged 
irregularities.  In  all  his  reports  of  my  takes 
"  Devonian "  has  been  correct,  and  I  know  him  to 
be  in  touch  with  the  principal  Dart  anglers,  and  that 
his  sources  of  information  are  reliable.  Mr.  Gadsden 
I  never  heard  of  as  a  fisherman  here  till  I  read  his 
first  indignant  outburst  in  your  columns.  Broadly 
speaking,  he  has  only  raised  a  ridiculus  mus, 
which  cannot  affect  the  general  usefulness  of 
"Devonian's"  reports.  Captain  Ryan's  salmon 
{Salnio  irrilana '!)  was  killed  in  Abbotsmead  Pool, 
not  on  June  IC,  but  as  reported,  on  the  anniversary 
of  Waterloo;  and  though  the  battle  was,  perhaps, 
less  important,  it  was  a  stiff  one,  myself  having 
witnessed  it  and  gaffed  the  fish.  Having  fished  the 
Dart  constantly  for  three  seasons  I  entirely  disagree 
with  Mr.  Gadsden  rc  Totnes  being  only  an  angling 
centre  for  the  insane.  The  largest  trout  in  the  river 
are  to  bo  had— but  they  take  catching— in  the  "  dead- 
water,"  whose  limit  is  but  two  miles  away.  The 
Holne  water  is  strictly  preserved.   There  is  but  little 


accommodation  at  Staverton,  and  the  angling  there  is 
inferior  save  for  sea- trout  on  summer  nights. 

Buckfastleigb  is  nearer  the  association  salmon  pools, 
and  very  well  for  three  weeks'  trouting  in  March,  but 
the  excellent  train  service  between  that  town  and 
Totnes  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired  in  the  latter  head- 
quarters. The  cream  of  the  salmon  and  sea-trout 
fishing  (on  the  Moor)  is  in  private  hands,  and  the 
farther  the  angler  goes  from  Totnes  the  smaller  run 
the  fario.  Of  forty  trout  caught  on  the  Buckfastleigb 
reaches  on  Sept.  27  the  writer  had  to  return  all  but 
four,  the  rest  not  being  quite  the  seven-inch  limit. 
Moreover,  that  excellent  tributary,  the  Harbourne, 
which  gave  me  one  hundred  and  eighty  good  fish  this 
season,  lies  south  of  Totnes.  One  has  to  know  the  ropes 
here  to  be  able  to  dilate  on  the  fishing,  and  perchance 
when  Mr.  G —  was  a  "  satchelled  £ choolboy  "  he  had  not 
mastered  the  gentle  art.  This  gentleoDan's  magnani- 
mous condescension  in  awaiting  "  Devonian's  "  answer 
for  two  whole  weeks  is  doubtless  highly  commendable, 
lut  it  was  hardly  worth  his  while  to  open  such  a 
battery  on  reports  which  to  us  Totnesian  rods  are 
always  satisfactory. — Y'ours  faithfully, 

G.  G.  Gheen. 


THE  LINCOLNSHIRE  FISHERIES. 

Dear  Sir, — "  Where  can  I  get  good  fishing  free  ?  " 
is  a  question  I  have  seen  frequently  asked  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  Don't  you  wish  you  may  get  it  Mr. 
Piscator  !  Can  any  one  tell  me  of  a  tradesman  who 
will  supply  me  with  groceries,  meat,  or  clothes  free  ? 
That  is  about  as  reasonable  a  question  to  ask  as  the 
other.  What  can  be  had  for  nothing  is  rarely  appre- 
ciated and  usually  worthless.  Of  course  there  are 
exceptions.  If  a  friend  sends  a  good  hare,  brace  of 
birds,  or  a  dish  of  trout  most  people  would  be  pleased, 
but  then  the  relationship  existicg  between  giver  and 
receiver  makes  such  gifts  acceptable.  If  an  angler 
desires  really  good  fishing  he  must  expect  to  pay  for 
it.  Free  public  waters  are  harried  to  death,  and  those 
who  know  of  a  good  swim  usually  keep  it  to  them- 
selves. Sensible  souls !  Their  pet  beat  is,  however, 
soon  found  out  when  once  a  big  catch  is  made,  and  it 
is  then  spoiled  by  some  selfish  pot-hunter. 

Doubtless  many  of  your  readers  have  heard  of  the 
famous  Lincolnsbire  fisheries.  There  are  two — the 
river  Witham  and  tiibutary  drains  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Witham  Commissioners,  and  the  Forty- 
foot  and  its  tributary  drains  under  the  control  of  the 
Black  Sluice  Commissioners.  The  Witham  and  drains 
afl!ord  over  one  himdred  and  fifty  miles  of  fishing 
absolutely  free  of  charge.  Anglers  in  thousands 
literally  swarm  along  its  banks,  and  in  boats  for  three 
or  four  days  every  week  end,  from  June  15  to  the  end 
of  September ;  there  is  no  limit  to  size  of  fish  taken, 
consequenlly  a  large  quantity  of  small  fish  are  killed. 
Moreover,  there  is  no  properly  constituted  body  with 
sufficient  funds  or  interest  in  the  fishery  to  protect 
it— I  refer  to  the  Boston  end— and  if  it  were  not  for 
the  close  season  there  would  soon  be  no  fish  to  catch. 
It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  netting,  trimmering,  and 
other  poaching  devices,  such  as  one  man  using  two  or 
more  rods,  are  quite  common,  and  have  been  prevalent 
for  J  ears.  Who  ever  hears  nowadajs  of  a  captured  net 
or  even  a  trimmer  conviction  ^ 

In  the  Forty-foot  it  is  otherwise,  I  am  glad  to  say  ; 
only  three  weeks  ago  a  Nottingham  magistrate — who 
ought  to  have  known  better — and  his  friend,  the  son 
of  a  councillor,  were  fined  f  1  and  costs  for  using 
two  rods.  This  proves  that  the  Black  Sluice  Com- 
missioners are  fully  alive  to  the  value  of  their  fishery, 
which  they  strictly  preserve ;  they  have  offered  a 
reward  of  £1  for  every  conviction  of  illegal  fishing. 
The  county  police  are  thus  induced  to  take  an  interest 
in  preservation.  If  the  Witham  Commissioners  could 
be  prevailed  upon  to  oSer  a  substantial  reward  for 
every  conviction  in  their  waters,  what  a  good  thing  it 
would  be.  Anglers  cannot  reasonably  expect  to  have 
the  privilege  of  a  free  fishery  without  some  effort 
on  their  part  to  preserve  it.  They  are  constantly 
grumbling,  but  that  won't  mend  matters ;  actions, 
not  words,  are  what  is  wanted.  Why  not  petition 
the  Witham  Commissioners  ? 

Nets,  eel-hives,  trimmers,  gorge  fishing,  and  the 
use  of  two  or  more  rods  have  been  kicked  out  of  the 
Forty-foot  years  ago,  and  as  a  result  its  waters  are 
literally  alive  with  teeming  millions  of  fish.  It  is  one 
huge  weed  bed  from  end  to  end,  and  oh  how  York- 
shire anglers  curse  those  weeds  I  I  look  upon  weeds 
as  a  real  undisguised  blessing,  inasmuch  as  they  aSord 
a  natural  protection,  also  cover  for  breeding  fish,  a 
fine  harbour  for  aquatic  insects  on  which  fish  feed 
and  grow  fat. 

A  iveedless  wafer  is  a  worthless  one.* — This  is  a 
truifm  any  observant  fisherman  will  confirm.  An 
expert  can  tell  almost  at  a  glance  whether  a  stream 
carries  a  good  stock  of  fish.  He  will  look  for  signs — 
pure  water,  weed  beds,  and  deep  pools,  noting  the 
numerous  looils  or  rises  of  fish  on  the  feed ;  milky- 


*  Doubtless  the  "  Boston  Bittern  "  is  thinking  only 
of  coarse  fish  waters.  Many  first-rate  salmon  and 
sea-trout  rivers  are  practically  weedless. — Ed. 


looking  stretches  show  that  the  bream  are  at  work 
rooting  up  weeds  at  the  bottom ;  he  will  mark  that 
swirl  and  splash  near  the  edge  betokening  a  fine  pike 
on  the  rampage,  or  the  gobbling  "  chuck-chuck  "  of  a 
perch.  These  are  unmistakable  indications  of  fish  in 
abundance. 

It  is  practically  useless  attempting  to  fish  the 
Forty-foot  during  the  hot  summer  months.  At  that 
time  of  year  fish  get  all  they  require  out  of  Nature's 
larder,  and  almost  without  the  wag  of  a  fin  ;  con- 
sequently they  turn  up  their  nose  at  paste,  worms, 
and  maggots,  be  they  presented  never  so  enticingly. 
The  water  is  as  warm  as  new  milk,  and  fish  are  lazy. 
At  such  times  fish  are  out  of  condition,  and  I  would  as 
soon  think  of  eating  an  old  sow  that  had  just  had  a 
litter  of  pigs  ;  by  the  time  you  get  your  catch  home 
they  stink  abominably.  The  best  time  to  ply  the  rod 
is  from  Oct.  1  to  March  14 ;  weeds  are  usually  cut  and 
drawn  out  by  the  time  October  gets  in,  and  the  wet 
season  is  upon  us,  causing  the  rivers  and  drains  to  fill, 
necessitating  frequent  opening  of  sluice  doors,  and 
there  is  nothing  so  cleansing  to  a  river  as  a  good  rush 
of  water  which  scours  the  bottom  almost  as  clean  as  a 
table  top.  Weed  cutting  has  this  year  been  delayed 
owing  to  the  late  harvest  ;  labourers  cannot  be  had  so 
readily  whilst  corn  cutting  and  leadingare  in  full  swing. 
Anglers  are  said  to  be  a  patient  set  of  fellows ;  they 
must  possess  their  souls  with  patience  a  little  longer, 
the  weeds  will  then  be  cut,  and  in  a  week  or  ten  days 
the  water  will  be  in  grand  trim. 

I  should  have  mentioned  earlier  on  that  a  charge  is 
made  of  Is.  per  rod  per  day,  or  23.  Gd.  for  the  season. 
Can  anything  be  more  reasonable  ?  Swineshead  and 
Donington  Bridge  are  the  two  best  fishing  stations. 
I  hear  of  two  extraordinary  catches  of  tench  and  pike 
at  the  former,  seventeen  tench,  not  one  under  21b., 
were  taken  by  a  Nottingham  angler  before  breakfast. 
I  got  201b.  of  pike  on  Sept.  29, 101b.  on  Oct.  1,  and  101b. 
on  Oct.  4,  besides  losing  seven  fish,  one  a  very  fine 
perch,  estimated  to  weigh  31b.  at  least ;  it  was  as  broad 
and  long  as  a  meat  dish.  Two  Nottingham  gentlemen 
had  a  similar  bag  on  Sept.  29 ;  they  also  lost  a  good 
perch.  I  saw  their  catch  and  can  vouch  for  the  truth 
of  this  report. 

At  Swine&head  there  is  a  first-rate  hotel,  under  new 
management.  It  has  been  enlarged  and  thoroughly 
overhauled  from  top  to  bottom.  Host  Greetham  is  a 
most  obliging  landlord,  his  good  dame  a  splendid 
cook,  and  his  pretty  daughters  ever  ready  to  wait  upon 
visitors,  whether  cyclists  or  anglers.  Clean  sheets 
and  beds  well  aired  at  Is.  per  night.  Prime  Lincoln- 
shire ham  and  eggs,  young  ducks  and  chickens  ad  lib., 
all  bred,  fed,  and  cured  on  the  spot,  and  the  charges 
are  very  moderate  indeed  ;  my  bill  for  a  tea  for  seven 
was  only  8s.,  about  Is.  IJd.  each,  and  we  had  a  most 
delicious  set  out — cold  chicken,  ham  and  eggs,  done 
to  a  turn,  and  served  blazing  hot.  To  those  in  search 
of  real  home  comforts  and  a  bit  of  good  cheap  fishing 
go  to  Swineshead,  and  when  once  you  have  tasted  its 
enjoyments  you'll  be  in  a  hurry  to  go  again,  I'll 
warrant. — Yours  truly,         The  Boston  Bittern. 


A  TWELVE-INCH  PIKE  TAKES  A  SPINNING 
BAIT. 

Sir, — Did  you  ever  heat  of  a  twelve-inch  pike  taking 
a  metal  spinning  bait  ?  I  was  fishing  the  canal  near 
here  the  other  day  and  saw  a  small  pike  jump  out 
of  the  water  twice.  I  put  on  a  three-inch  Kill  Devil 
Devon,  and  at  the  second  cast  hooked  him.  Curiosity 
irdpelled  me  to  open  him,  and  I  found  that  his  stomach 
was  absolutely  empty  of  any  vestiges  of  food.  When 
weighed  the  fish  only  scaled  6oz.  He  must  surely 
have  been  hungered  to  death.  What  strikes  me  as 
peculiar,  however,  is  that  a  twelve- inch  pike,  weighing 
only  6oz.,  should  take  a  three-inch  metal  spinner— a 
quarter  his  own  length.  E.  Phillips. 

Lancaster. 

[I  do  not  think  the  pike  would  have  hesitated 
even  if  the  bait  had  been  as  long  as  himself. — Ed.] 


GOOD  iROACH  FISHING  ON  OULTON  BROAD. 

Dear  Sib, — The  roach  fishing  has  been  remarkably 
good  on  Oulton  Broad  this  month.  My  wife  and  I 
fished  it  for  fifteen  days  with  George  Bull,  fisherman, 
and  caught  the  large  number  of  2539  roach  with  two 
rods,  making  a  daily  average  of  169.  Our  largest  day's 
catch  was  319.  We  fished  from  nine  till  one  in  the 
morning,  and  from  two  till  six  in  the  afternoon.  The 
fishing  was  pretty  level,  and  at  the  finish  I  was  only 
twenty-three  ahead  of  my  wife.  We  fished  with  tight 
lines  and  No.  11  crystal  hooks,  using  boiled  wheat, 
gentles,  and  paste  for  bait,  the  first-named  accounting 
for  the  most  and  best  fish.  Of  course,  some  of  the 
fish  were  small,  but  we  had  a  splendid  lot  from  Jib. 
up  to  lib.,  and  they  all  gave  good  sport;  we  were 
smashed  up  several  times  by  big  ones.  One  day, 
while  fishing  with  wheat,  I  caught  a  flounder  which 
weighed  lib.  OJoz.  We  had  very  comfortable  quaitsrs 
at  Mr.  H.  Mason's,  Lake  Hotel,  and  a  first-iate  fisher- 
man in  George  Bull,  and  were  very  sorry  when  the 
time  came  to  return  to  town. — Yours  truly, 

Albany-street,  N.W.  Thomas  J.  DixoK. 
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Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


A  Bra:;e  of  Fine  Roach. 

The  other  day  Messrs.  Holbrow  &  Co.,  of  40, 
Duke-street,  St.  James's,  sent  me,  with  the  com- 
pliments of  the  "  Rev.  Mr.  Beech,"  a  brace  of  very 
handsome  roach,  I  weighed  them  myself  and  they 
went  21b.  4^oz.  and  21b.  5^oz.  I  then  sent  them 
on  to  the  Natural  History  Mussum,  South  Ken- 
sington, for  the  national  collection  of  British  fresh- 
water fish.  I  hope  to  hear  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Beech 
about  the  fish. 

(After  writing  this  another  grand  brace  of  roach 
came  from  the  same  angler,  each  about  25:1b.  I 
have  also  received  a  note  from  Mr.  Boulenger 
thanking  me  for  the  "  splendid  specimens.") 

P.S.  —  Subsequently  the  following  letter  came 
from  the  Rev.  H.  G.  Veitch,  not  Beech,  which 
explains  everything.  The  water  the  roach  came 
from  is  a  trout  and  grayling  preserve  near  Salis- 
bury. I  certainly  never  saw  four  such  great  roach 
together  before.  Francis  Francis  used  to  say  a 
21b.  roach  was  a  myth,  but  I  have  seen  them  nearly 
31b,  :— 

"  Dear  Marston, — I  send  by  this  post  two  roach. 
I  do  not  know  whether  they  are  specitnens  or  not ; 
I  never  saw  any  so  big  before.  We  were  netting 
our  trout  and  grajling  water  here  on  Oct.  8  for 
coarse  fish,  and  got  a  lot  about  the  same  size.  I 
thought  you  might  like  to  see  them — one  21b.  5oz., 
the  other  2lb.  4oz.,  at  least  so  said  the  scales  at 
the  shop  where  they  weighed  them.  I  had  not  my 
own  weighing  machine  with  me. — Yours  truly, 
"  Henry  G.  Veitch." 


The  Vanishino  Rainbow— Does  it  go  to  Sea  ? 

I  have  heard  now  and  then  that  fish  unknown 
to  sea  fishermen  have  been  caught  here  and  there 
round  our  coasts  very  occasionally. 

Mr.  -Tno.  J.  Hardy  tells  me  that  although  the 
raitbows  put  into  the  Aln  in  considerable  numbers 
four  J  ears  ago  were  never  seen  by  anglers  after 
th'y  got  |to  nine  inchei  in  length  the  nets- 
lEtn  on  the  coast  at  the  river's  mouth  last  year 


"  got  a  class  of  trout  they  had  not  seen  before) 
running  about  31b.  in  weight.  These,  they  tell  me, 
they  sent  to  the  dealers  in  Berwick  (all  salmon 
caught  on  the  coast  here  are  Tweed  salmon  when 
sent  to  market),  who  reported  that  they  were  not 
sea-trout,  and  that  no  more  would  be  accepted  by 
them  as  such.  I  tried  to  get  particulars  of  these 
fish,  but  the  fishermen  are  very  reticent  and  prefer 
to  say  nothing." 

This  is  very  interesting,  and  I  hope  Mr.  Hardy 
will  yet  succeed  in  getting  hold  of  one  of  those 
mysterious  strangers.  I  believe  the  big  rainbow 
at  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  is  believed  to  have  put 
most  of  his  weight  on  in  the  sea,  and  that  it  was 
caught  in  a  net  in  the  estuary  of  a  German  river 
and  sent  to  Herr  Jaffe,  who  kindly  sent  it  to  Mr. 
Senior,  who  gave  it  to  the  club. 


The  Vanishing  Rainbow. 

Mr.  John  A.  Williamson,  solicitor  to  the  North- 
umbrian Anglers'  Federation  (Coquet  Committee), 
writes : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  question  we  put 
rainbow  trout  into  the  Coquet  some  three  years 
ago,  but  they  have  all  disappeared.  I  heard  of  a 
few  being  caught  within  a  week  or  so  after  being 
put  in,  but  since  then  they  have  vanished.  We  do 
not  propose  to  repeat  the  experiment  with  rainbows. 
They  evidently  go  to  the  sea  and  do  not  return." 

The  sea  fishing  fleet  of  the  United  Kingdom 
employs  over  50,000  men — namely,  England  and 
Wales,  21,708;  Scotland,  23,000;  and  Ireland, 
6407.  And  yet  if  the  Irish  sea  fisheries  were 
properly  fished  they  would  probably  employ  as 
many  men  as  those  of  England  or  Scotland  do. 


European  Brown  Trout  in  America. 

Mr.  Theodore  Gordon  writes  to  me  from  West 
Haverstraw,  U.S.A.,  on  Sept.  27  :— 

"  My  Dear  Sir, — I  think  I  have  written  you 
more  than  once  about  the  fine  European  trout 
(Salmo  fario)  which  are  found  in  many  of  our 
streams  and  have  given  good  sport  for  six  or 
eight  years  past.  Very  large  specimens  have  been 
taken  illegally  or  with  bait,  and  a  few  of  about 
5lb.  with  large  flies.  Years  ago  I  wrote  you  an 
account  of  hooking  one  weighing  61b.  lloz.  with 
fly,  now  I  have  to  advise  you  of  the  capture  of  a 
very  fine  specimen,  twenty-four  inches  long  and 
weighing  51b.,  with  the  finest  tackle.  This  trout 
was  taken  in  the  .upper  waters  of  the  Beaverkill 
river  in  August  last.  This  is  a  very  fine  trout 
river  and  has  been  celebrated  for  many  years ;  it 
is  situated  in  Sullivan  County,  New  York,  and  is 
an  almost  ideal  stream.  The  gentleman  who 
killed  the  fish  referred  to  is  a  well-known  past 
master  of  the  art  of  fly-fishing — a  Mr.  Spencer — 
who  hag  been  very  anxious  to  try  conclusions 
with  one  of  the  big  fish  known  to  inhabit  the 
Beaverkill  and  Neversink.  He  was  using  a  very 
fine  casting  line  and  small  fly.  The  landing-nets 
of  his  friends  proved  too  small  for  the  trout,  and 
after  playing  it  for  an  hour  Mr.  Spencer  led  it  up 
to  a  sloping  bank  and  they  succeeded  in  throwing 
it  out  and  falling  upon  it." 

I  hope  that  trout  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  those 
of  which  I  sent  ovajin  the  eighties  from  Hampshire 
parents. 

Grand  Sport  on  the  Tay. 

The  celebrated  Stobhall  beat  of  the  Tay  yielded 
ninsteen  salmon  on  Oct.  8 — to  two  rods  I  fancy — 
Mr.  Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch. 


Streams  containing  Grayling. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  any  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  who  will  be  good  enough  to  give 
me  the  names  of  streams  they  know  into  which 
grayling  have  been  introduced,  and  in  which  they 
do  well  and  have  increased. 


We  are  glad  |to  see  that  one  of  our  Australian 
readers,  Mr.  J.  W.  R.  Clarke,  of  Newtown,  N.S.W., 
is  advocating  the  necessity  of  doing  something  for 
the  preservation  of  neglected  forests  in  the  colonies. 
Writing  to  the  Australian  Star,  he  says  : — 

"  It  must  be  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to 
everyone  to  find  that  Parliament  is  realising  the 
necessity  of  doing  something  for  the  regulation  and 
preservation  of  our  forests  and  th'itr  limbers,  I 


know  it  is  especially  so  to  me,  as  one  who  has 
been  writing  to  the  papers  on  the  subject  for  over 
twenty  years.  The  late  Sir  Henry  Parkes  was  far- 
seeing  in  this  matter,  and  when  he  sought  out  and 
secured  the  services  of  the  late  Mr.  .John  Ednie 
Browne  for  the  purpose  of  supervising  the  work  of 
the  Forestry  Department  he  showed  his  great  fore- 
sight. But  for  the  parsimony,  and  worse  still  the 
ignorance,  of  those  who  dispensed  with  that  well- 
known  expert's  services,  we  should  now  have 
thriving  forests  of  timber  in  every  suitable  part  of 
the  country.  It  requires  no  stretch  of  the  imagina- 
tion to  estimate  what  these  would  be  worth  to  us 
now.  But  the  splendid  work  he  did  was  allowed 
to  languish." 

It  is  impossible  to  over- estimate  the  importance 
of  forest  to  a  country.  Cutting  them  down  ruth- 
lessly means  altering  the  climate  and,  in  time, 
destroying  the  water  supply. 


A  Plucky  Lady  Angler. 

One  day  last  September  several  women  clad  in 
bathing  suits  were  fishing  for  snapper  bluefish  from 
a  rowboat  off  Charles  Island,  on  the  coast  of 
Connecticut,  in  Long  Island  Sound.  Among  the 
number  was  Mrs.  M.  Foley,  who  had  not  been 
fishing  long  when  she  felt  a  strong  pull  at  her  line 
and  she  began  to  reel  in,  supposing  she  had  hooked 
a  large  bluefish.  She  could  not  make  any  head- 
way, and  finally  the  fish  pulled  so  hard  that  she 
could  not  hold  it,  and,  according  to  the  story,  seeing 
that  she  would  be  obliged  to  let  go  it  she  remained 
in  the  boat,  she  retained  a  hold  on  her  rod  and 
jumped  overboard.  She  is  an  expert  swimmer, 
and  had  no  fear  when  she  went  into  the  water. 
Her  friends  quickly  pulled  in  the  anchor  of  their 
boat,  and  started  to  row  to  her  rescue.  By  this 
time  she  was  quite  a  distance  away,  and  was 
being  towed  along  at  quite  a  rapid  pace.  When 
they  caught  up  with  her  other  hands  seized  the 
rod,  and  after  quite  an  exciting  struggle  a  shark 
about  four  feet  long  was  landed  and  killed.  Mrs. 
Foley  said  she  enjoyed  the  experience,  and  would 
like  to  catch  another  shark  in  the  same  way. 
When  the  women  returned  to  shore  they  brought 
the  shark  with  them,  and  it  was  placed  on 
exhibition. — American  Field. 


Salmon  and  their  Native  Rivers. 

Mr.  J.  Harvie  Brown  writes  : — 

"  Mr.  G.  T,  Teasdale-Buckell's,  and  your  own, 
attention  is  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the  river  Inver, 
in  Scotland,  offers  abundant  evidence  that  fry  pro- 
duced from  ova  of  salmon  from  Brora  and  Thurso 
— early  east  and  north  coast  rivers — have  success- 
fully populated  Loch  Assynt  and  the  Inver  river, 
and  I  beg  to  refer  you  and  him  to  these  facts  as 
related  by  me  in  '  Annals  of  Scottish  Natural  His- 
tory,' which  I  have  before  referred  to.  These  were 
the  results  of  some  ten  years'  continuous  stocking 
only.  The  proofs  of  success,  and  the  proofs  of 
failure,  are  not  necessarily  dependent  upon  the 
statements  made  in  the  paper  by  Mr.  Teasdale- 
Buckell  about  '  impulse  bred  in  the  bone.'  Such 
theory  had  better  be  left  out." 

R.  B.  Marston. 


THE  ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT 
SOCIETY. 


We  regret  to  see  from  the  annual  report  that 
the  committee,  in  presenting  the  twenty-second 
balance-sheet,  have  to  deplore  a  diminished  balance, 
expenditure  having  exceeded  income  during  the 
year  by  over  £22,  and  that  there  hai  been  some 
falling  off  in  membership.  Doubtless  in  common 
with  other  charitable  institutions,  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  has  suffered  on  account  of  the  late 
war.  We  join  in  the  hope  of  the  committee  that 
club  secretaries  will  keep  the  claims  of  the  society 
well  before  the  members,  as  it  is  principally  on 
their  efforts  that  increased  membership  depends. 
The  annual  subscription  is  such  a  nominal  one — 
only  Is.  Id.  per  year — and  the  good  the  society  has 
already  done  is  so  great,  that  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  anglers  do  not  give  it  more  support. 

The  life  membership  is  only  one  guinea,  and  the 
president,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  will  be  glad  to  receive  and  acknowledge 
life-membership  subscriptions  from  any  gentlemen 
who  will  S'lpport  thz  society  by  joicing  i\ 
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DOVE  DALE  EEVISITED. 
By  the  Amateur  Angler. 


GiEY  sky,  green  trees,  a  shadowed  stream, 
A  gilded  spire-top's  distant  gleam, 
A  rod,  a  reel,  a  book  of  flies, 
A  dozen  pleasant  memories. 

A  homeward  trudge  thro'  mist-wrapt  night, 
A  heart  and  creel,  in  common,  light; 
Complete  content — the  day  has  brought  it — 
He  fished  for  pleasure — and  he  caught  it ! 

(From  "The  Optimist,"  by  H.  J.  Wise.*) 

These  lines,  very  aptly  sent  to  me  by  a  friend, 
appropriately  head  and  represent  the  experiences  I 
am  now  about  to  put  on  record. 

The  nineteenth  century  was  in  the  youth  of  its 
old  age,  and  had  yet  much  of  its  work  to  do,  and 
many  have  been  the  "  choppings  and  changings 
in  this  mortal  life  "  which  it  has  witnessed  since 
last  I  visited  Dove  Dale. 

It  was  in  the  summer  of  1884,  eighteen  years 
ago  and  more,  since  my  first  and  only  visit  to  "  The 
Izaak  Walton."  Outwardly  the  dear  old  inn  has 
experienced  no  change  at  all.  The  old  handsome 
gateway,  with  its  stone  pillars  surmounted  by  the 
Walton  and  Cotton  cypher,  is  just  as  it  was. 
The  cypher  is  wrongly  drawn  by  the  artist  thus — 
w  the  first  C  should  have  been  reversed 

iXlLC'  thus — Q.  The  cypher  is  evidently  taken 
from  that  on  the  Fishing  House  in 

16bb  Beresford  Dale,  but  the  artist  forgot  to 
reverse  the  C,  and  he  seems  also  to  have  trusted 
to  his  memory  for  the  date  1666,  which  has  no 
reference  to  any  particular  event  in  Walton's 
life  unless  it  may  have  been  the  great  fire  of 
London,  which,  however,  did  not  reach  his  resi- 
dence in  Fleet-street  (at  the  west  corner  of 
Chancery-lane) ;  the  date  on  the  Fishing  House  is 
1674,  which  is  doubtless  the  date  of  its  erection. 

"  You  will  see,"  says  Cotton,  "  over  the  door 
the  two  first  letters  of  my  father  Walton's  name 
and  mine  twisted  in  cipher." 

It  is  a  pity  the  old  signboard  is  not  perfectly 
accurate  in  this  respect,  but  it  sufficiently  indi- 
cates the  proper 'route  for  weary  travellers  to  take 
from  the  turnpike  road  up  the  coach  drive  which 
winds  itself  pleasantly  through  the  green  meadow 
to  the  door  of  "  The  Izaak  Walton,"  and  lands  you 
pleasantly  in  the  tavern  where  it  is  good  to  be. 
This  is  surely  the  kind  of  inn  that  Shenstone  had 
in  his  mind  when  he  scratched  these  well-known 
lines  on  the  window  of  an  inn — 

Whoa'er  has  travelled  life's  dall  round, 
Whate'er  his  stages  may  have  been. 

May  si'h  to  think  he  ftill  has  found 
His  warmest  welcome  at  an  inn. 

And  our  host  of  "  The  Izaak  Walton "  has  very 
appropriately  quoted  on  his  prospectus  Dr.  Johnson's 
reply  to  Boswell — 

"No,  sir,  there  is  nothing  which  has  yet  been 
contrived  by  man  by  which  so  much  happiness  is 
I   produced  as  by  a  good  tavern  or  inn." 

In  all  these  things  time  has  wrought  no  change, 
nor  has  the  interior  of  the  house  undergone  any 
material  alteration,  except  that  as  regards  its 
accommodation  it  has  moved  prudently  with  the 
times,  still  preserving  much  of  its  ancient 
simplicity. 

Looking  up  to  it  from  the  Manifold  meadows  on 
a  bright  afternoon  it  presents  a  most  charming  and 
restful  picture  to  the  eyes,  backed  up  as  it  is  by  the 
imposing  green  hill  called  Bunster.  On  its  eastern 
side  it  looks  down  upon  the  green  meadows  which 
descend  by  a  steep  grade  to  the  winding  river  Dove, 
and  beyond  it  looks  up  to  and  smiles  on  the  most 
picturesque  of  hills  called  Thorpe  Cloud.  The 
everlasting  hills  are  the  same,  the  old  rivers  Dove 
and  Manifold  are  just  as  they  were  eighteen  years 
ago.  "  The  Izaak  Walton  "  has  the  same  familiar 
look  ;  and  may  the  time  be  very  far  off  in  the  dim  and 
distant  future  when  the  speculative  builder  shall 
turn  his  greedy  eyes  upon  it  with  a  view  to  con- 
verting the  old  and  unique  simplicity  of "  The  Izaak 
Walton  "  into  a  gorgeous  and  fashionable  hotel. 

"  Dove  Dale  is  the  very  paradise  of  gipsy 
parties.  High  born  and  accomplished  ladies, 
with  well-bred  gallants,  and  their  liveried  atten- 
dants ;  pleasant  family  parties  with  heaps  of 


*  On  asking  my  fair  correspondent  who  Mr.  H.  J. 
Wise  is,  or  was,  she  replied,  "  No  mere  man  was  over 
half  so  charming  I  The  lines  were  by  Hilda  Johnson 
Wise,  who  di-jd,  alas  I  Deo.  13,  1899." 


children ;  smiling  papas  and  staid  elder  daughters 
with  their  most  attentive  young  gentlemen ;  noisy 
country  lots  of  a  dozen  youths  and  red-cheeked 
maidens  are  to  be  seen  every  bright  day  the 
summer  through.  .  .  .  Oh,  that  ive  were  young 
again  I " 

When  I  was  last  here  it  was  in  the  bright  summer 
time  ;  the  place  was  alive  with  visitors  coming  and 
going — just  as  described  above  by  James  Thome 
in  his  "  Rambles  by  Eivers,"  fifty  years  ago  and 
more ;  now  it  has  the  more  business-like  look  of 
an  angler's  resort.  There  are  still  lingering  here 
some  tourists  who  stay  here  on  account  of  the 
salubrity  of  the  climate  and  the  beauty  of  the 
surroundings.  Here  are  six  or  seven  anglers, 
enthusiasts  who  ply  the  long  suffering  Dove  and 
Manifold  with  admirable  care  and  patience,  and 
with  varying  success.  The  learned  professions  are 
fairly  represented  just  now  by  a  barrister  (whom, 
if  I  should  have  occasion  to  mention  again,  I  shall 
designate  as  the  "  Master,"  on  account  of  his  great 
experience  and  his  exquisite  skill),  a  parson,  a 
doctor,  a  major  (a  real  one,  not  "  Piscator  Major  "), 
a  poet,  and  the  humble  amateur  who  pens  these 
lines. 

It  would  be  easy,  but  it  would  not  be  interesting, 
to  become  sentimental  on  the  changes  in  our  own 
personalities  which  have  taken  place  since  our  last 
visit,  but  sentiment  leads  to  melancholy,  and  I 
came  not  here  to  make  myself  miserable,  but  to 
drive  dull  care  away  and  be  happy. 


not  one  of  the  experts,  these  experienced  hands, 
had  done  much  better  than  ourselves.  It  was  soon 
fully  understood  between  us  that  our  failure  to 
catch  any  fish  was  due  entirely  to  the  weather, 
and  not  to  our  want  of  perseverance,  of  pluck,  of 
energy,  or  of  consummate  knowledge.  We  all 
agreed  in  this,  that  there  are  trout  and  grayling 
both  in  the  Dove  and  the  Manifold,  and  in  the 
united  rivers,  and  big  ones  too,  but  they  will  not 
be  caught  until  they  choose  to  do  so  by  deigning 
to  rise  at  a  fly,  for  jwe  are  all  dry  jlij  fishermen 
here. 

Thursday,  Oct.  2. — This  was  also  a  cold  and 
windy  day.  The  Master,  the  Parson,  the  Major, 
the  Doctor,  the  Doctor's  wife,  and  the  Poet  went 
forth  to  fish,  full  as  usual  of  bright  hope,  some  to 
the  Manifold,  others  to  the  Dove.  To  the  latter 
went  I,  and  my  fidus  Achates,  the  landlord,  went 
with  me,  he  in  waders,  I  only  in  my  knee  boots. 
We  wanted  to  cross  the  river  at  a  certain  point, 
and  as  it  was  a  long  way  up  to  the  bridge,  he 
made  nothing  of  taking  me  on  his  back,  and,  like 
Little  John  and  Robin  Hood  crossing  the  river,  we 
must  have  made  a  pretty  picture,  had  one  of  our 
young  ladies  chanced  to  have  been  there  with  her 
Kodak.  He  landed  me  safely.  There  was  a  well- 
known  pool  where  big  grayling  lie,  but  they  took 
little  notice  of  a  fair  rise  of  fly  on  the  water  and 
floating  over  them.  An  occasional  rise  amid- 
stream  drew  my  attention.  I  soon  had  fast  hold 
of  a  big  fish  and  landed  him.    Of  course  I  thought 
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All  this  by  way  of  introduction  to  the  charms  of 
'•The  Izaak  Walton"  and  the  beauties  of  Dove 
Dale. 

At  the  present  writing  I  know  not,  any  more 
than  you,  what  each  day  may  bring  forth,  but  I 
propose  to  jot  down  day  by  day  whatever  little 
incidents  may  seem  to  have  any,  even  very  trifling, 
interest,  for  one's  life  is  made  up  of  little  things. 
I  shall  have,  I  fear,  much  to  say  about  the  weather. 

Tuesday,  Sept.  30. — I  arrived  here  in  very  dis- 
couraging weather — a  persistent  east  wind,  frequent 
sudden  showers. 

Wednesday,  Oct.  1.  —  I  commenced  angling 
operations,  and  never  was  an  adventurous  old 
angler  more  thoughtfully  or  more  kindly  guided 
and  guarded  than  was  i  by  my  good  friend,  our 
host  of "  The  Izaak  Walton,"  who  is  an  expert  fisher- 
man, knowing  most  things  about  angling.  AVe 
carried  our  luncheon  with  us,  and  fished  up  the 
Dale  as  far  as  my  old  acquaintance,  Reynard's 
Cave,  which  has  the  same  old  look  (not  possible 
fully  to  convey  by  photographs).  On  my  last  visit 
I  was  tempted  to  climb  up  to  the  kitchen,  and 
thence  on  to  the  top  of  the  hill ;  there  was  no  rope 
to  help  me  then  as  there  is  now,  and  I  was  young 
and  active,  having  barely  turned  three  score ;  but 
now,  although  I  could  just  as  easily  do  it — le  jeu 
ne  vaut  ^jcrs  la,  chandolle.  We  fished  all  day,  but 
with  no  success  ;  mine  host  got  a  brace  of  very 
small  trout  and  I  got  nothing.  In  the  smoke- 
room  our  daily  various  adventures  were  duly  dis- 
cus.:.ed,  and  it  was  rather  consoling  to  find  that 


I  had  hold  of  a  grayling.  I  fished  for  a  grayling, 
with  a  grayling  fly,  in  a  noted  grayling  hole ;  and 
yet  when  I  landed  my  fish  he  proved  to  be  a  lovely 
trout,  but  this,  be  it  remembered,  was  on  Oct.  2, 

Mine  host  and  I  discussed  the  various  merits  of 
this  fish — its  lovely  complexion,  its  fat  and  beautiful 
condition,  its  length,  its  breadth,  its  height,  and 
its  weight — and  the  dispute  ran  high  on  some 
points,  I  maintaining  his  weight  to  be  l6oz.  at 
least  and  mine  host  that  he  was  not  more  than  12oz. 
We  agreed  in  this,  that  it  is  a  cruel  law  which 
forbids  the  taking  of  trout  at  such  an  early  date. 

Not  long  afterwards  the  same  thing  occurred 
again.  I  fished  for  a  grayling,  and  again  I  hooked 
what  turned  out  to  be  a  beautiful  trout ;  and 
so  it  was  all  the  time ;  we  could  catch  nothing 
but  pesky  trout,  when  we  wanted  grayling. 

Friday,  Oct.  3,  was  as  usual  a  very  bad  day.  I 
did  not  fish,  but  took  a  walk  with  my  landlord  to 
see  Ham  Hall  and  the  lovely  scenery  surrounding 
it.  There  it  is  that  the  river  Manifold  oozes  out 
of  the  earth  after  a  subterraneous  journey  of  about 
five  miles,  and  a  few  yards  above  it  emerges  another 
river,  the  Hamps.  The  latter  sinks  into  the  earth 
a  little  above  the  bridge  at  Leek,  six  miles  west  of 
Ham.  The  Maniford  disappears  near  Wetton  Mill, 
five  miles  northward.  The  waters  of  the  two  rivers 
differ  in  temperature  at  their  emergence  by  about 
two  degrees,  so  that  they  do  not  anywhere  inter- 
mingle. Mr.  Thome  is  my  authority  for  this 
information. 

The  Poet  caught  a  fine  grayling  and  rejoiced 
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over  it,  the  Parson  got  two  trout  and  piously  put 
them  back,  the  Doctor  and  the  Major  were  not 
successful,  and  the  Master,  disdaining  trout,  caught 
E0  grayling. 

Saturday,  Oct.  4. — Bitterly  cold,  windy,  wet 
taorning,  blowing  and  blustering  right  down  the 
stream,  for  whether  the  wind  comes  over  Thorpe 
Cloud,  or  down  from  The  Hazels,  or  round  the 
corner  from  the  Twelve  Apostles  and  the  Lover's 
Leap,  down  stream  it  rushes  to  the  detriment  of 
all  fishing,  and  especially  from  our  side.  The  sun 
has  not  been  seen  in  these  regions  for  many  a  day. 
I  caught  one  large  trout  and  one  small  grayling — 
both  went  back  to  their  native  element,  the  first 
because  he  was  a  trout,  and  the  second  because  he 
was  not  big  enough  for  breakfast.  The  Master,  I 
think,  was  mainly  engaged  in  swearing  at  the  trout 
who  would  come  at  him,  and  at  the  grayling  that 
would  not,  and  so  his  bag  was  empty. 

The  Parson,  who  is  a  good  fisherman,  went 
away  for  his  Sunday  duties.  The  Major  departed, 
sadly  bemoaning  his  bad  luck,  which,  however, 
was  only  common  to  all  of  us.  The  Poet  (I  call 
him  Poet,  because  I  am  unable  otherwise  to 
classify  him,  I  have  seen  none  of  his  poetry,  but 
he  sings  divinely)  came  here  six  weeks  ago  a  great 
invalid — he  left  this  day  in  vigorous  health.  This 
was  his  first  attempt  at  fishing,  which  his  doctor 
had  advised  him  to  practise ;  he  proved  to  be  such 
an  apt  pupil  of  the  Master  that  he  left  us  an 
accomplished  angler.  The  Doctor,  a  young  Irish- 
miu,  six  feet  two  in  his  stockings,  a  fellow  of 


As  soon  as  I  saw  them,  I  walked  as  quietly  and 
j  as  fast  as  I  could,  so  as  not  to  start  hiui  oft,  but 
as  I  got  up  just  near  enough  to  put  niy  hand  on 
the  bridle,  oil'  he  bolts  full  gallop.  Master  liobby 
clinging  like  a  little  man  to  his  neck ;  he  soon  came 
tambling  down,  to  my  no  small  alarm.  Ijuckily 
he  fell  easily  on  the  soft  grass.  After  a  jolly  good 
roar,  he  was  for  a  time  pacified,  but  when  he  saw 
the  donkey  disappearing  round  the  rocky  corner 
be  set  up  another  hullaballoo,  and  I  could  do 
nothing  to  pacify  him.  There  were  a  dozen  excur- 
sionists on  the  other  side  who  witnessed  the  whole 
of  the  tragedy,  evidently  with  much  amusement. 
I  shouted  for  Jack  till  I  was  hoarse,  but  in  vain, 
no  Jack  appeared  for  a  long  time.  He  eventually 
came  along,  quite  alarmed  when  he  saw  that  the 
donkey  had  disappeared. 

He  said  that  somehow  he  had  lost  his  way  and 
couldn't  get  down  nohow.  I  said,  "  You  young 
scamp,  you've  been  nutting."  This  he  stoutly 
denied,  but  as  I  heard  him  cracking  nuts  all  the 
evening  afterwards  I  was  obliged  to  doubt  the 
truth  of  his  assertion.  Daisy  turned  up  soon  with 
I  a  bag  full  of  nuts,  and  as  the  donkey  couldn't  get 
through  the  iron  gate,  and  was  not  fool  enough  to 
try  to  get  over  it,  nor  yet  to  swim  across  the  river, 
he  was  soon  captured.  Bobby  and  Daisy  and 
donkey  started  for  home,  and  reached  it  without 
further  disaster. 

Monday,  Oct.  6 — Bad  as  all  the  days  have 
hitherto  been  (except  yesterday,  being  Sunday, 
which  was  fine),  this  Monday  was  the  worst  of  all. 
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infinite  wit  and  humour,  left  us  this  day  with  his 
young  wife,  also  an  enthusiastic  angler. 

This  day  I  fished  alone  up  the  Dale.  Our 
hostess  Eent  my  lunch  up  to  me  by  .Jack,  our  boy. 
He  came  mounted  on  a  big  white  donkey,  and  in 
front  of  him  was  Master  three-year-old  Bobby ; 
Miss  Daisy,  a  bright,  dark-eyed  girl  of  ten,  came 
with  them.  They  found  me  plying  my  avocation 
at  the  feet  of  the  "Twelve  Apostles."  These 
grand,  lichen-mantled,  steeple-like  rocks  stand  as 
guardians  at  the  entrance  of  the  Dale,  brow- 
beaten, as  it  were,  by  an  enormous  projecting  rock 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  from  the  top  of 
which  a  despairing  lover  (or  perhaps  a  despairing 
pair  of  thcni)  is  said  to  have  leaped  and  buried  his 
or  their  sorrows  in  the  waters  below — hence  the  I 
rock  is  called  the  Lover's  Leap.  Daisy  soon  dis- 
appeared, scrambling  up  the  rocky  sides  like  a 
young  ga/elle,  u]>  and  up  amongst  the  hazel 
bushes,  where,  as  she  well  knew,  imts  were  plen- 
tifully hidden  up  behind  the  inaccessible  rocks. 

No  sooner  had  she  disappeared  than  I,  making  a 
long  cast  over  a  rising  fish,  hung  my  fly  on  the 
topmost  branch  of  a  young  hawthorn  bush  away 
ip  among  the  rocks.  I  sent  .Jack  up  to  get  the 
:Iy,  and  so  1  was  left  alone  with  the  baby.  He 
■vas  sitting  sturdily  on  tlio  donkey,  holding  tlie 
reins  tight.  a,nd  presently  he  managed  to  pull  his  i 
head  round  towards  home  while  I  was  adjusting  ! 
my  fly.  I  did  not  see  the  start,  but  Bobljy  was 
shouting  "  Dae-up,  donkey  I "  and  working  his 
little  leg:,  on  the  donkey's  side,  and  off  the  donkey 
went  at  a  brisk  walk. 


It  began  to  rain  early  and  it  rained  steadily  all 
day,  a  cold,  drifting  drizzle.  I  fished  all  day  in  it 
and  my  labours  were  not  rewarded.  I  may  say, 
however,  that  I  reached  home  at  five  o'clock,  out- 
wardly dripping  with  wet  but  inwardly  as  dry  as  a 
dry  fly.  I  wore  my  india-rubber  knee  boots,  and  I 
was  covered  over  by  that  really  most  valuable  and 
useful  article  of  apparel,  "Burberrys'  Patent 
Slip-On."  It  is  as  light  as  a  feather  almost,  it 
presents  no  impediment  in  fishing,  and  this  day 
certainly  tested  its  impenetrability.  I  wore  it  all 
day  in  a  steady  downpour,  and,  as  I  have  said,  I 
finished  up  as  dry  as  when  I  went  out  in  the 
morning. 

Mine  host  accompanied  me  this  day  up  the  Dale. 
The  Master  had  preceded  us ;  he  had  the  key  of 
the  iron  gate,  and  when  he  got  through  he  care- 
fully locked  it,  to  keep  ovit  excursionists,  and  put 
the  key  iti  his  ])Ockct.  He  assumed  that  we  had  a 
duplicate  key,  whi('h  we  had  not.  What  could  wc 
do  ?  Here  wc  had  to  face  that  iron  gate  again,  as 
I  had  done  in  the  olden  time.  My  friend,  a  giant  in 
strength,  strove  with  all  his  might  to  lift  that  great 
iron  gate  off  its  hinges,  but  it  was  not  to  be  done. 
There  was  nothing  for  it  but  to  climb  over  or  to  wade 
round  the  end  of  the  wall  in  water  almost  up  to  my 
chin.  To  climb  over  the  gate  itself  is  impossible, 
but  on  the  left  of  it  and  between  it  and  the  pre- 
cipitous rock  is  a  stonewall  (as  seen  in  the  pictiu:e), 
and  it  is  surmounted  by  a  frieze  of  iron  spikes  six 
inches  long.  "  Stone  walls  do  not  a  prison  make  " 
for  such  adventurers  as  we  are,  nor  are  we  inclined 
to  re'gard  iron  bars  as  a  cage.     The  landlord 


scrambled  over  the  spikes  and  I  followed.  We 
landed  safe,  and  we  fished  away  up  the  Dale.  I 
caught  a  brace  of  very  fine  trout  by  a  mighty  long 
cast  at  the  back  of  the  island  near  the  Twelve 
Apostles,  and  regretfully  returned  them  to  their 
native  element. 

The  Master  also  had  not  been  fortunate,  and 
when  we  came  back  to  the  gate  he  found  himself 
"  hoist  with  his  own  petard."  The  key  would  not 
unlock  the  gate,  and  so  while  tlicse  two  v/ere 
pottering  at  the  lock,  the  Amateur  Angler,  with  his 
usual  juvenile  agility,  climbed  over  the  spiked  wall. 
This  wall  presents  a  somewhat  formidable  difficulty 
to  climbers  less  agile  than  myself.  My  companions 
did  not  care  to  face  it,  and  being  encased  in  water- 
proof waders,  they  preferred  to  take  to  the  water ; 
but  I  am  not  sure  that  the  water  did  not  over-top 
their  waders,  though  they  made  no  confession 
to  me. 

(To  be  continued.) 


SHAKING  A  ROD, 


Most  fly  fishermen  hate  being  watched  while 
casting,  and  many  a  man,  competent  angler  when 
alone  and  unharricd  by  lookers  on,  becomes 
flurried,  loses  his  nerve,  bungles  his  cast,  flicks 
off  flies,  strikes  too  hard  and  leaves  his  Duns  in 
the  trout,  catches  trees  and  his  own  clothes,  the 
fence  or  the  grasses  behind  him,  the  bulrushes  or 
flags  in  the  stream,  or  even  the  looker  on,  when  he 
has  a  consciousness  in  the  small  of  his  back  of  a 
critical  eye,  be  it  of  keeper  or  brother  angler,  land- 
owner, yokel,  or  casual  stranger,  picking  out  and 
measuring  up  jhis  deficiencies.  Yet  nevertheless, 
if  two  men  be  good  enough  chums  not  to  affect 
each  other  thus,  there  is  a  method  of  co-operative 
angling  v/hich,  like  happy  matrimony,  is  calculated 
to  double  their  joys  and  halve  their  sorrows,  and  to 
prove  that  angling  enjoyed  in  the  right  spirit  need 
not  be  such  a  solitary  vice  as  Lord  Bj-ron 
denounced.  A  day  of  such  fishing  to  which  the 
writer  and  a  brother  angler  were  parties  stands 
out  among  the  pleasantest  of  their  recollections 
among  many  pleasant  days  in  the  Hampshire 
water  meadows,  though  the  opening  was  fraught 
wi'.h  disappointment. 

One  of  the  pair  had  a  standing  ticket  for  the 
water  in  question,  but  this  did  not  authorise  the 
bringing  of  a  friend.  Due  application  had  been 
made  for  the  necessary  permit,  but  it  failed  through 
some  mishap  to  arrive  until  too  late  to  be  of 
service.  The  pair  had  gone  down  from  town  for 
the  day  in  the  hope  that  at  the  last  moment  a 
wire  would  put  things  straight  for  them  ;  but  no 
telegram  was  at  the  keeper's  when  they  called  at 
his  house  on  the  way  to  the  water.  It  was  then 
nearly  eleven  o'clock,  and  a  start  had  to  be  made. 
It  was  therefore  resolved  to  share  the  one  rod, 
ghillying  one  another  alternately,  and  fishing 
alternate  rising  fish  ;  and  this  plan  was  pursued 
throughout  the  day,  adding  immensely  to  the 
interest  of  everything  seen  and  done. 

The  season  was  mid- September,  and  previous 
experience  had  taught  that  a  fair  to  good  rise  of 
Duns  might  be  expected  to  begin  some  time 
between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock  and  to  last  till 
half-past  twelve  or  one  o'clock,  and  that  the  trout 
would  be  in  waiting.  In  this  abnormal  season, 
however,  things  were  not  as  of  old,  and  though 
there  was  a  slight— a  very  slight — sprinkling  of 
small  pale  Watery  Duns  on  the  water  and  in  the 
air,  there  v/ere  no  expectant  trout  under  the  banks 
or  out  in  the  places  of  vantage  on  the  shallows 
where  good  trout  commonly  lie.  A  novice  might 
have  been  excused  for  saying  that  there  was  not  a 
trout  in  the  river. 

At  length,  after  an  hour  and  a  half  of  careful  and 
quiet  observation,  a  good  trout  was  detected  lying 
on  a  bit  of  bare  shallow  under  the  angler's  own 
bank,  not  indeed  feeding,  but  poised  as  for  feeding. 
It  was  decided  to  offer  him  a  Eed  ^^>uill,  and  from 
some  fifteen  yards  below  him  the  writer,  hidden 
by  a  friendly  tussock,  despatched  the  little  double 
cypher  on  its  errand.  The  fly  lit  not  a  foot  above 
the  fish,  not  a  foot  to  the  left,  and  a  more  softly- 
delivered  cast  it  would  be  impossible  to  desu-e. 
The  fish  turned,  came  up  to  the  fly,  seemed  about 
to  take  it,  and  then  fled  incontinent  down  stream, 
making  a  wake  like  a  small  steam-tug.  "  Gut-shy  " 
was  the  verdict,  for  the  angler  was  hidden,  and  the 
underhand  cast  was  used,  so  that  the  rod  was  kept 
out  of  sight.  It  was  now  the  turn  of  Xo.  2,  and 
he  elected  to  operate  on  a  brace  of  apparently 
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expectant  fish  which  took  short  cruises  to  and  fro 
in  a  clear  run  under  the  far  bank.  During  the 
twenty  minutes  or  more  devoted  to  them  one  of 
them  rose  once,  not  at  the  artificial,  and  neither 
exhibited  the  slightest  sign  of  alarm  or  disturbance, 
nor  took  the  ismallest  notice  of  the  succession  of 
patterns  of  Dun  nor  of  the  Red  Tag  presented  for 
ihtir  inspection.  So  we  passed  on  to  look  for 
more  appreciative  fish. 

Presently  another  fish  was  located  under  the  far 
batk  by  a  single  rise,  but  he  did  not  come  again, 
and  was  soon  given  up.  The  next  spot  tried  was  a 
run  just  below  a  wooden  bridge,  in  the  two  currents 
issuing  frona  which  a  brace  of  tidy  fish  generally 
Jie,  and  were  generally  feeding,  even  when  others 
were  not.  Sure  enough  as  we  approached  a  rise 
indicated  the  position  of  one  of  them,  and  No.  2 
sat  down  to  besiege  him.  At  the  first  fair  offer  of 
the  Quill  Marryatt  he  took  it — and  kept  it — the 
strike,  with  a  powerful  split-cane,  being  somewhat 
too  hard  for  the  gossamer  gut.  While  a  new  fly 
was  being  tied  on  another  fish  rose  within  a  yard 
of  the  plice  where  the  first  fish  had  come,  and  he 
too  cam3  up  and  fastened  with  the  greatest  readi- 
ness— and  kept  the  fly.  Two  more  fish  rose  just 
above,  and  each  in  turn  was  turned  over  by  No.  2, 
tut,  as  the  footballers  say,  he  "  failed  to  convert." 

It  was  now  half-past  one,  and  while  No.  2  went 
for  the  lunch  the  writer  tried  a  favourite  carrier 
without  success.  There  was  hardly  enough  water 
running  through  it.  But  peering  over  the  hatch 
hole  at  the  top  the  angler  descried  a  fine  big  tail 
waving  softly  in  an  eddy.  Putting  on  a  Silver 
Sadge  on  a  No.  2  hook  he  dibbled  it  just  over  the 
tail.  The  trout  sailed  round,  looked  at  it  for  a 
fccond  with  longing,  then  fled  precipitately  into 
weed. 

Lunch  was  the  next  business  on  the  agenda,  and 
in  spite  of  all  disasters  and  disheartenments  the 
fair  sat  down  to  it  in  good  humour,  cheerful,  and 
not  at  all  dowacast. 

Hardly  had  it  begun  when  there  was  a  tiny 
dimpling  rise  as  of  a  dace  abjut  a  yard  out  from 
the  bank  a  very  little  way  above.  So  near  that  it 
was  almost  impossible  for  the  fish  not  to  see  us. 
From  the  smxll  brown  line  showing  as  he  rose  we 
took  him  to  be  a  little  one.  However,  as  he  rose 
several  timss  in  succession  No.  1  took  up  the  rod 
for  a  wanton  cast  in  the  interval  between  the 
sandwiches  and  the  cheese,  and  missed  him  at  the 
first  offer.  He  sat  down  quite  contentedly  and 
finished  his  lunch,  and  in  a  few  moments  the  fish 
was  rising  again.  "  I  can't  stand  that,"  exclaimed 
No.  1,  and  picking  up  the  rod  he  delivered  the  tiny 
Qaill  Marryatt  an  inch  or  two  above  the  rise.  At 
the  fourth  or  fifth  offer  the  dimple  came  so  softly 
t'lat  it  seemed  that  the  fly  just  disappeared,  and 
'he  angler  responded  by  raising  the  rod  point  and 
d  awing  in  the  steel.   Instantly  there  was  a  wallow, 

frantic  rush  taking  out  several  yards  of  line,  and 
t  len  jump  after  jump  from  a  fine  bright  trout. 
We  were  just  above  a  bridge  so  that  the  trout  had 
to  be  hustled,  and  hustled  he  was  into  the  landing- 
net  long  before  he  was  really  beat. 

The  spring  balance  just  failed  to  say  lib.  lOoz. 
It  was  a  cock  fish  in  beautiful  condition,  and  deep 
ani  thick  like  a  May  Fly  fed  fish.  Never  in  our 
expeiience  had  we  seen  a  September  fish  in  such 
con-lition. 

We  were  recalled  from  the  contemplation  of  his 
beauties  by  a  sucking  sound  under  the  bank  a  few 
yards  up,  and  turning  we  located  a  fish  rising 
steadily  four  or  five  yards  above  the  next  post  and 
rail  fence.  It  was  necessary  to  negotiate  him  from 
b.low,  and  so  No.  2,  taking  the  rod,  stepped  into 
t  .e  water  a  pace  so  as  to  overcome  the  difficulty 
t)t'  the  jutting-out  fence.  The  third  try  brought 
the  fly  beautifully  over  the  fish  a  bit  on  the  bank 
side,  and  he  came  up  and  took  it  beautifully.  The 
light,  however,  was  bal,  and  though  No.  1,  who 
was  watching,  could  see  the  whole  affair,  No.  2 
failed  to  appreciate  that  his  chance  had  come  till 
it  was  gone.  After  the  fish  had  risen  three  or  four 
times  more,  for  he  was  not  put  down,  the  Quill 
Marryatt  went  over  him  again,  and  again  he  took  it. 
No.  2,  determined  not  to  be  too  late  again,  tightened 
too  hastily,  and  once  again  left  his  fly  in  the  fish. 
Two  more  fish  he  tried — missing  one  and  putting 
another  down.  In  each  case  tlie  cast  was  a 
long  and  difficult  one,  and  there  was  a  spinney 
iiist  behind  which  rendered  ordinary  casting 
i  nposiible.  Next  we  noted  a  ring  some  eight  or 
iime  yards  out  and  a  bit  above  us,  and  after  a  few 
moments'  watching  it  became  clear  that  the  fish 
was  a  tailer.    Wc  felt  sure  it  was  our  fish,  and  No.  2 


put  up  a  Pink  Wickham  on  a  00  hook,  instead  of  the 
Quill  Marryatt.  Again  and  again  the  Pink  Wick- 
ham sailed  over  the  fish,  but  it  is  necessary  to  be 
patient  with  a  tailer.  He  may  not  have  seen  the 
fly.  But  presently  he  saw  it  and  took  it  with  a 
soft  smack  of  his  lips,  and  No.  2  established  a 
connection.  Alas !  it  was  not  destined  to  last,  for 
as  the  fish  turned  after  his  first  burst  the  hook 
came  away.  As  we  were  watching  we  had  spotted 
another  fish  rising  nearer  in  a  few  yards  up.  It 
was  impossible  to  see  what  he  was  taking.  It  was 
decided  on  consultation  that  it  looked  like  some 
tiny  midge.  The  Pink  Wickham  was  taken  off,  and 
a  little  sandy  midge  on  000  hook  was  substituted. 
He  took  it  at  the  first  offer,  but  the  strike  did  not 
scratch  him  or  scare  him,  and  it  was  decided  when 
he  rose  again  to  try  him  with  a  Quill  Marryatt. 
Presently  it  came  to  him  as  he  liked  it  and  he  came 
up  and  fastened.  He  scaled  lib.  4oz.  and  was 
almost  as  lovely  in  condition  as  the  first  fish. 

It  was  now  No.  2's  turn  again,  and  as  a  bigger 
and  darker  fly  was  beginning  to  come  down  we 
mounted  a  Blue  Quill  on  a  0  hook,  and  waited.  A 
few  moments  later,  in  the  exact  spot  we  had  decided 
was  likely,  a  fish  rose.  It  was  a  nice  run  just  above 
a  big  rotten  stump,  a  bit  difficult  to  get  round. 
Presently,  however,  the  fly  went  over  him  nicely, 
and  in  a  moment  he  was  lashing  away  at  the  end 
of  the  line.  He  fought  so  persistently  on  the 
surface  that  we  feared  he  was  lightly  hooked,  but 
the  barb  had  to  be  cut  out.  Weight,  lib.  14 dz., 
the  best  fish  so  far. 

Now  we  were  past  the  spinney,  and  negotiating 
a  succession  of  bends,  each  little  bay  just  the  place 
for  a  rising  fi^h.  After  putting  down  one  in  an 
awkward  corner  of  the  first  bay.  No.  1  secured  a 
pound  fish  a  few  yards  higher.  It  was  a  pretty 
bit  of  fishing,  for  the  trout  rose  between  two 
bulrushes  a  few  inches  apart,  and  the  casting  had 
to  be  exact. 

Out  on  the  shallow  a  small  head  and  tail  rise 
was  observed,  and  another  a  bit  higher  and  nearer 
in.  No.  2  got  his  fly  nicely  to  the  former ;  and 
No.  1  presently  ba'lei  out  for  him  the  fish  of  the 
day — 21b.  4oz  — after  a  furious  fight. 

No.  1  now  took  the  rod  and  tried  the  upper  fish, 
but  a  sudden  gust  bringing  down  the  fly  a  bit 
clumsily  he  bolted  in  alarm.  Another  fish,  however, 
was  soon  located  feeding  on  nymphae  about  half- 
way across.  He  did  not  resist  the  Blue  Quill,  and 
on  being  struck  tore  off  the  reel,  in  one  frantic  rush, 
quite  fifteen  yards  of  line.  Then  turning  at  right 
angles,  he  rushed  some  yards  across  the  shallow  with 
his  back  half  out  of  the  water,  went  under  with  a 
boil  and  leapt  several  times,  displaying  himself  as 
a  handsome  trout  well  over  21b.  As  he  fell  he  was 
turned  and  led  down-stream,  when  suddenly,  for  no 
apparent  reason,  the  hook  came  away,  and  the 
gamest  fish  of  the  day  had  recovered  his  liberty. 
The  angler  was  in  good  enough  temper  to  laugh 
cheerfully  at  the  mishap,  being  certain  it  was  no 
fault  of  his  own. 

This  brought  us  to  the  top  of  our  beat,  and  we 
went  down  by  a  short  cut  to  the  place  where  the 
first  fish  had  been  taken  and  worked  up  the  water 
again.  The  beat  yielded  a  single  fish  only  to 
No.  I's  rod,  lib.  2oz.,  and  there  was  no  evening 
rise. 

The  basket  totalled  three  brace  weighing  91b.  loz. 
Nothing  great,  perhaps,  but  the  point  to  be  em- 
phasised is  that  the  mishap  which  prevented  leave 
to  use  a  second  rod  from  arriving  in  time  turned 
out  not  so  great  a  misfortune  after  all,  for  the  com- 
panionship, the  consultations  over  the  fish  and 
the  choice  of  flies,  and  the  mutual  help  in  each 
difficulty  added  immensely  to  the  charm  of  the 
fishing.  Each  had  a  second  pair  of  eyes  to  spot 
the  rising  fish,  and  to  identify  the  insects  taken  by 
the  fish.  Each  had  a  reliable  gillie  who  knew 
enough  to  avoid  flustering  the  fish  and  made  no 
mistakes  with  the  net.  There  are  far  worse  ways 
of  fishing  than  sharing  a  rod.  Stroke. 


CLOSING  OF  THE  SALMON 
ANGLING  SEASON. 


On  Wednesday,  Oct.  15,  the  Tay  and  Spey 
angling  seasons  came  to  an  end,  and  in  another 
fortnight  or  so  the  bulk  of  Scotch  angling  waters 
will  follow  suit,  and  practically  the  angling  year 
will  have  closed  down  and  the  "  song  of  the  reel  " 
heard  in  the  land  no  more  for  the  nonce.  The 
Tweed  and  some  Solway  rivers,  and  the  Orkney  and 
Shetlands,  remain  open  for  some  time  yet,  but  for 


all  practical  purposes  the  Scotch  angling  season 
comes  to  an  end  with  the  expiry  of  the  present 
month. 

It  may  be  mentioned  en  passant  that  the  Royal 
Commissioners  on  our  salmon  supply  recommend 
universal  closing  and  opening  dates  for  all  Scotch 
waters,  and  it  would  be  a  good  thing  were  this 
recommendation  given  effect  to.  There  can  be  no 
good  reason  for  maintaining  the  present  system, 
and  so  long  as  a  single  river  or  stream  remains 
open  so  long  will  there  be  a  market  provided  for 
poached  fish,  and  so  long  will  the  poacher  continue 
to  thrive.  But  with  a  universal  close  time,  and 
the  sale  of  salmon  made  illegal  after  the  nets  are 
off,  the  poacher's  chance  will  be  small  indeed,  for 
as  soon  as  he  finds  the  market  denied  him  his 
occupation  will  be  gone.  The  few  fish  that  are 
killed  for  the  pot  is  a  mere  flea-bite  compared  with 
the  hauls  that  are  annually  made  about  this  iime, 
and  under  the  very  noses  of  the  watchers  and  other 
ineffectual  means  presently  adopted  to  trap  them. 

The  Tay  has  suffered  like  other  streams  by  the 
cold  inhospitable  season — not  so  much  the  want. of 
fish  as  the  want  of  water — not  so  much  the  want 
of  water  either  as  the  absence  of  all  the  congenial 
conditions  which  help  to  make  a  successful  autumn 
season.  However,  the  Tay  has  not  suffered  so 
much  as  other  streams,  such  as  the  Spey,  Dee, 
Deveron,  Don,  Teith,  etc.,  and  rivers  and  fisheries 
in  the  far  north.  There  has  only  been  one  really 
good  autumn  flood,  and  it  came  "somewhat  early 
to  be  of  much  good  (Aug.  17),  and  some  eight 
or  ten  days  before  the  nets  were  off.  It  was  the 
salvation  of  the  Tay,  and  enabled  a  good  head  of 
both  salmon  and  grilse  to  get  well  into  the  river 
and  side  streams,  and  these  have  been  affording 
some  very  good  sport  dm-ing  the  closing  week,  so 
that  the  Tay  ends  with  a  fair  average  angling 
season  to  its  credit. 

Not  so  the  Spey  however.  If  the  past  few 
seasons  have  been  poor  ones,  the  present  one  is  a 
record  failure,  and  on  some  of  the  beats  which  fish 
well  in  even  the  very  poorest  seasons  scarcely  a 
single  fish  has  been  creeled.  The  details  will  come 
later  on,  and  from  official  sources  ;  but  an  old  hand, 
who  has  fished  the  Spey  off  and  on  for  the  past 
thirty  years,  says  it  is  the  worst  season  he  can 
remember  both  for  salmon  and  trout.  The  famous 
Gordon  Castle  water  has  not  yielded  a  tenth  of  the 
sport  that  is  usually  got  in  an  average  season. 
The  presence  of  seals,  the  want  of  timely  floods, 
and  the  low  temperature  of  the  water  have  all 
contributed  to  wreck  the  season,  and  the  cry  of  the 
"Poor  Old  Spey"  cannot  but  be  reiterated  with 
greater  agony  than  before,  when  one  remembers 
any  of  the  palmy  days  of  a  dozen  or  more  years 
past,  and  before  the  whisky  boom  took  on. 

The  rivers  not  yet  closed  have  yet  a  fortnight  to 
run,  but  the  chances  of  redeeming  the  past  are  out 
of  the  question.  At  best  the  lower  waters  of  the 
Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  North  and  South  Esks,  and 
such  like  streams  may  afford  a  few  days'  bright 
sport  as  a  wind  up,  but  that  is  all.  There  are 
plenty  of  fish  in  the  lower  pools,  moving  about  in 
the  tidals,  and  on  the  coast,  but  they  will  not  face 
the  clear,  cold,  gin-like  waters,  nor  will  those  that 
have  already  run  up  rise  readily  under  existing 
conditions.  The  rivers  are  e^•erywhere  so  small 
that  the  fish  can  readily  be  seen  in  the  "  lies." 

For  the  first  time  in  Scotland  the  brown  trout 
are  now  under  protection.  On  Wednesday,  Oct.  15, 
the  new  Act  came  in  force,  and  now  till  March  1  in 
each  succeeding  year  the  trout  will  have  an  annual 
rest,  and  anyone  found  angling  for  them,  or  having 
them  in  their  possession,  will  be  liable  to  prosecu- 
tion, and  that  a  good  few  prosecutions  will  be 
needed  to  carry  home  the  force  of  the  new  law 
goes  without  saying. 

The  close  time  for  trout  will  not  only  protect 
them  in  the  close  time  from  the  illegal  poacher, 
but  will  also  for  a  time  protect  them  from  the  legal 
salmon  angler.  In  the  early  days  of  the  salmon 
season,  when  the  trout — and  the  biggest  ones  as  a 
rule — are  congregated  in  the  salmon  pools,  as  they 
usually  are  in  heavy  cold  waters,  they  readily  fall 
victims  to  the  fatal  spinning  lures  that  are  so  much 
in  vogue  in  these  heavy  waters.  Thej'  are  lean  and 
hungry,  and  although  seldom  rising  to  a  salmon  fly 
not  one  in  a  thousand,  so  to  speak,  can  resist  a  well 
spun  gudgeon,  minnow,  or  prawn;  and  the  ex- 
asperated and  irate  angler,  as  often  as  not,  reels  it 
in,  knocks  it  on  the  head,  and  tosses  it  up  the  bank, 
to  fester  and  rot  in  the  winter's  sun. 

We  speak  of  what  we  have  seen.  Few  sportsmen 
think  of  putting  back  a  lean  21b.  trout,  while  the 
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keeper  is  always  ready  to  bag  it  for  his  own  pot,  or 
that  of  the  kennel.  But  now  during  the  month  of 
February  at  least  it  will  be  at  his  peril  if  he  does 
EO ;  and  it  would  have  been  a  good  thing  for  the 
trout  if  the  law's  mandate  of  "  hands  off"  had  been 
extended  for  another  fortnight  at  least.  From 
Oct.  15  till  March  15  would  have  been  more  satis- 
factory in  this  respect,  but  we  must  be  thankful  for 
small  mercies  and  hope  that  at  some  time  in  the 
near  future  the  extra  fortnight  may  be  added  to  the 
universal  close  time  for  trout  north  of  the  Border. 

The  sea  trout  season  ia  now  practically  over,  and 
anglers  have  been  making  tracks  for  the  south  for 
some  time  back  from  the  more  favoured  sea-trout 
resorts.  The  Ythan  tidal  is  now  deserted,  and  the 
hotels  in  Sutherland,  the  Orkney,  Shetlands,  and 
the  western  isles  closing  down.  The  season  has 
been  a  mixed  one,  and  much  below  the  average, 
and  latterly  the  later  come  fish  have  been  showing 
colour,  and  getting  out  of  condition.  G.  M. 


ENGLISH  AND  AMEEICAN 
FLY-EODS. 


There  is  a  cock-sureness  about  our  English 
cousins  which  is  Eometimes  a  trifle  amusing.  I 
presume  Great  Britain  is  the  most  provincial 
country  in  the  world  (unless  it's  New  York).  Not 
that  provincialism  is  not  quite  as  well  as  cosmo- 
politanism sometimes,  and  not  that  it  is  not  a 
poor  pro\-ince  which  will  not  stand  up  for  its  own 
notions.  Here  is  what  a  firm  of  English  tackle 
makers  say  regarding  "  light  and  powerful  rods  " 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  London.  This  firm 
makes  a  rod  of  4^oz.  8j  ft.,  but,  I  infer,  does  not 
approve  of  it,  for  the  communication  noted  goes 
on  to  say — • 

"  In  discussing  what  is  a  reasonable  weight  we 
have  to  bear  in  mind  the  strength  of  the  angler 
and  the  conditions  under  which  he  is  to  fish. 
Both  vary  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  the  writer 
(an  angler  of  moderate  strength,  who  has  fished 
many  of  the  principal  rivers  in  Europe  both  for 
salmon  and  trout),  it  he  may  be  permitted  to  give 
his  opinion,  considers  one  ounce  to  the  foot  as  the 
maximum  for  trout  rods.  Lighter  rods,  down  to 
as  low  as  TjOz.  per  10ft.  and  so  on,  are  practical 
weapons,  and  very  suitable  for  men  under  the 
average. 

"Do  not  let  us  be  kd  away  with  the  idea  that 
these  2oz.  to  4Joz.  rods  are  universally  approved 
in  America,  because  they  evidently  are  not.  It 
may  be  all  very  well  for  American  makers  to 
produce  these  toys,  but  the  fact  that  we  send  into 
America  a  great  many  of  our  built  cane  rods  of  our 
usual  weights,  and  that  at  any  rate  many  prefer 
them  to  the  rods  they  get  in  that  country,  and  are 
willing  to  pay  our  price  and  an  added  duty  of  forty- 
five  per  cent-,  is  fairly  strong  evidence;  and  we 
might  add  further  the  fact  that  we  have  no  com- 
plaints of  overweight,  nor  are  we  asked  to  reduce 
in  any  way. 

"  To  give  an  example.  One  of  our  latest  pro- 
ductions (which  we  heve  just  had  the  pleasure  of 
turning  out  for  our  genial  editor),  is  a  rod  10ft.  4in. 
in  length,  intended  for  dry-fly  and  sufl&ciently 

f)owerful  to  lift  and  drive  a  medium  Houghton 
ine. 

"  The  same  style  of  rod  can  be  made  a  good  deal 
less  in  weight  for  wet -fly.  We  make  no  apology 
for  giving  particulars  of  this  rod  as  taken  by  us 
during  manufacture.  The  length,  as  we  have  said, 
is  10ft.  4in.  The  rod  is  cork-handled,  with  lock- 
fast joint  and  our  patent  combined  spear  and  butt 
cap.  The  three  pieces  of  cane  forming  the  rod, 
before  commencing  to  joint  or  do  any  work  on 
them,  weighed  4|oz.  The  handle,  winch  fitting, 
lock  joints,  rings  and  varnish  weigh  3foz.,  thus 
making  a  rod  of  8Joz.  The  patent  spear  and  butt 
cap  are,  in  comparing  with  a  rod  not  so  fitted, 
deducted;  they  weigh  Ijoz.,  and  if  we  add  them 
to  the  8joz.  the  whole  rod  completed  is  lOoz.,  but, 
as  we  point  out,  the  rod  considered  without  this 
patent  spear  and  butt  cap  is  BJoz.  Now  it  will  be 
seen  that  if  a  rod  of  this  length  requires  4Joz.  of 
bamboo  alone  (and  neither  the  Americans  nor 
anyone  else  can  use  a  lighter,  better,  or  stronger 
bamboo),  what  becomes  of  these  light  rods  of  4ioz. 
or  even  anything  under  7oz.  ?  As  we  have  said, 
and  as  the  editor  in  a  footnote  to  a  previous  letter 
very  wisely  remarked,  such  things  were  only  suit- 
able for  'ladies  and  girls.'  Now  as  .5oz.  out  of 
a  total  of  lOoz.  of  this  rod  referred  to  is  in  the 


hand,  there  surely  is  not  much  for  the  average 
man  to  complain  of  in  the  way  of  weight." 

Another  firm  says  on  the  same  topic  ; — "  With 
reference  to  light  rods,  we  would  point  out  that 
wo  have  had  no  inquiry  for  suoh  a  light  rod  as 
mentioned,  or  we  could  easily  have  supplied  him 
with  a  4joz.  or  any  other  weight  rod  made  by  the 
best  firm  of  English  rod  makers,  who  can  produce  a 
rod  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  anything  made  in 
America,  both  for  lightness  and  strength." 

The  "genial  editor"  referred  to  is  Mr.  R  B. 
Marston,  and  I  am  sure  no  angler  can  read  his 
writings  without  calling  him  brother.  We  would 
like  him  in  Chicago.  But  the  first  thing  we  would 
do  to  him  would  be  to  show  him  that  American 
split  bamboo — or,  as  the  English  term  it,  "built 
cane  " — rods  are  in  the  better  grades  called  heavy 
when  they  run  so  high  as  7oz.,  and  even  a  4Joz.  rod 
is  thought  heavy  enough  at  least  for  stream  fishing 
by  men  who  can  walk  as  far,  jump  as  high,  spar  as 
well,  and  do  a  great  many  other  things  as  well  as 
the  average  athlete  on  either  side  the  water.  An 
American  4oz.  rod  is  by  no  means  a  rod  fit  only  for 
"  ladies  and  girls,"  but  a  tool  with  drive  enough  to 
it  to  fish  in  a  bit  of  wind,  and  powerful  enough  to 
kill  any  trout  or  bass  up  to  31b.  or  41b.  I  have  a 
4oz.  rod  with  which  I  once  killed  two  bass,  either 
of  which  went  over  SJlb.,  and  that  in  a  pool  under 
a  bridge  on  which  I  stood.  I  fished  from  the  upper 
side  of  the  bridge,  and  could  hear  the  fish  jumping 
below  and  behind  me,  the  tip  of  the  rod  being 
popped  down  under  the  bridge.  It  held,  and  the 
bass  came  up-stream  and  into  the  net  eventually. 
I  do  not  consider  this  rod  relatively  as  powerful 
ounce  for  ounce  as  others  I  have  owned  since.  In 
our  best  American  makes  a  5oz.  rod  is  a  heavy  one 
for  trout  fishing  in  an  average  stream.  One  of  7oz. 
I  have  rarely  seen  used  in  any  but  the  heaviest  kind 
of  fishing.  One  of  lOoz.  I  personally  never  saw 
used  by  any  American  angler  who  patronised  our 
best  makers.  It  would  be  thought  nearer  a  salmon 
rod  than  a  trout  rod. 

We  do  not  use  2oz.  rods  in  our  part  of  the  world, 
and  would  call  that  a  fad.  I  know  one  angler  who 
kills  hundreds  of  trout  each  year  on  a  3oz.  rod, 
though  he  thinks  4oz.  or  43OZ.  would  please  him 
better.  A  6jOz.  rod  in  our  best  make  may,  and  in 
all  likelihood  will,  prove  too  stiff  for  easy  casting  at 
short  range,  especially  in  so  short  as  ten  feet.  And 
poorer  and  cheaper  rods  run  heavier. 

I  have  always  thought  the  English  sporting  gear 
honestly  made  and  very  durable,  but  inclined  to 
heaviness  and  clumsiness.  I  don't  see  how  they 
happen  to  make  their  dry-flies  so  dainty.  One 
would  expect  an  English  fly,  to  be  fit  for  any 
but  "  ladies  and  girls,"  to  weigh  about  2oz. 
to  lOoz. 

It  is  likely  that  the  greater  part  of  the  weight  in 
English  rods  is  in  the  fittings,  reel  seat,  etc.  I 
have  seen  some  of  their  rods  with  a  big  ball  at  the 
butb,  which  meant  weight  of  unnecessary  extent. 
I  do  not  hear  of  any  English  wooden  reel  seats  or 
a  butt  finish  like  our  American  Catskill  pattern 
rods,  where  all  the  weight  goes  into  the  essential 
part  of  the  rod,  and  not  into  balls,  spears,  or  metal 
butt-caps. 

It  is  much  a  matter  of  fancy,  or  matter  of  habit, 
in  the  use  of  rods.  It  would  be  unkindness  for  one 
angler,  or  one  set  or  cult  of  anglers,  to  seek  to 
impose  their  ideas  upon  another.  I  imagine  that 
ounce  for  ounce  we  coiild  beat  the  British  with  our 
regular  angling  rods  such  as  are  in  general  use ; 
that  is,  of  course,  to  say,  with  our  high-grade  rods 
as  against  their  high-grades.  We  have  a  lot  of 
trash  in  our  cheap  American  department  store 
tackle.  But  that  is  not  to  say  that  we  want  to 
change  the  English  Ephraim  to  another  sort  of 
idol.  Their  fathers  have  always  made  rods  that 
way,  and  I  think  it  is  illegal  in  England  to  think 
of  making  them  any  other  way.  Two  hundred 
years  from  now  they  will  still  be  making  them  in 
the  same  old  way.  And  the  Americans  will  then 
be  selling  their  style  of  rod  to  the  Kalmuk  Tartars 
and  the  Chinese  mandarins.  We  are  a  light  and 
frivolous  people,  especially  in  Chicago,  but  we  come 
to  arrive,  as  we  say,  in  Chicago. — E.  Hough  in 
Forent  and  Stream. 


To  Fly  Drbsskrs,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready 
price  Is.  net,  or  post  free  for  2i.  id.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Files  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"  Athenian"  of  the  l/iahing  OattUe.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  bo  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2(.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Mi^st^a  anci  Cp  , 
St.  DuDstan'8  House,  Fetter-lane,  Londoq, 


TUBBQT  FISHING. 

TcRBOT  fishing  is  not  what  it  used  to  be  in 
Shetland.    These  fish  and  halibut  are  becoming 
scarcer  owing  to  the  amount  of  trawling  which  is 
being  carried  on  nowadays.    On  several  occasions 
I  have  gone  out  with  the  local  fishermen  in  their 
small  four-oared  boats  with  turbot  lines.  These 
lines  are  enormously  strong,  and  are  generally 
composed  of  strong  hemp  cord  about  a  quarter  of 
an  inch  thick.    They  vary  in  length,  and  are  fished 
according  to  circumstances.    Sometimes  they  are 
used  as  handlines.  The  sinker  or  lead  is  fitted 
with  a  transverse  brass  rod  or  spreader,  and  this 
rod,  which  is  generally  three  or  four  feet  long 
and  from  a  quarter  to  half  an  inch  in  thickness, 
keeps  the  two  hooks  apart.    Hooks  used  in  this 
kind  of  fishing  are  of  the  usual  tinned  variety 
generally  used  in  all  kinds  of  sea  fishing,  but 
the  size  is  the  largest  to  be  got.    The  bait  is  a 
herring,  or  a  young  saithe  or  coalfish  when  the 
former  is  not  to  be  got.    The  method  of  baiting 
a  single  hook  with  an  entire  fish  is  rather  good 
and  might  be  employed  in  gorge  baiting  for  pike  or 
other  fish.    The  head  and  shoulders  of  the  bait  is 
held  in  the  left  hand  and  the  hook  is  passed  through 
it  about  an  inch  or  so  from  the  tail.    It  is  then 
passed  through  again  near  the  middle  of  the  fish  at 
the  thick  part  of  the  back.    This  method  keeps  the 
bait  well  secured,  and  at  the  same  time  leaves  the 
point  of  the  hook  ready  for  business.    When  the 
handline  is  baited  it  is  lowered  overboard,  and  the 
boat  is  allowed  to  drift  with  wind  or  tide  over  the 
grounds  that  the  fish  frequent.    Long  lines  are 
more  usual  at  the  present  day,  as  fish  are  scarcer, 
and  a  larger  number  of  baits  have  consequently  to 
be  displayed  in  order  to  make  a  haul.    These  lines 
are  often  a  mile  in  length,  and  are  sunk  at  each 
end  with  large  stones.    A  length  of  small  rope, 
tied  to  an  inflated  sheepskin,  is  attached  to  each 
end    of    the  line  to  mark  its  position.  The 
hooks  are  fixed  to  short  lengths  of  line  which 
stand  out  like  droppers  from  the  main  line. 
These  are  termed  "  bids,"  or  "  snoods,"  by  the 
fishers,  and  are  usually  about  six  feet  long  and 
twelve  feet  apart  from  each  other.     All  hooks 
having  been  baited  on  shore,  the  lines  are  taken 
aboard  in  creels  or  on  woDden  trays,  neatly  disposed 
thereon  to  lessen  chances  of  entanglement.  The 
time  of  low  water  is  generally  chosen  by  Shetland 
fishermen  for  setting  their  turbot  or  halibut  lines. 
After  the  long  lines  are  set  they  are  allowed  to 
remain  in  the  water  for  an  hour  or  two  before  they 
are  taken  in  ]again.    When  this  is  to  be  done  a 
small  projecting  block  of  wood  is  fixed  on  one  of 
the  rowlocks  or  pins.    This  block  has  a  groove  or 
channel  cut  along  on  its  upper  side  for  the  line 
to  run  through,  and  so  bring  up  the  line  and 
hooks  clear  from  the  side  of  the  boat.    Some  of 
the  boats  are  now  fitted  with  a  revolving  roller  over 
which  the  lines  are  drawn.    The  floats  are  fitted 
with  a  projecting  handle,  and  this  is  taken  hold 
of  and  the  line  drawn  up.    As  the  hooks  come 
up,  many  kinds  of    fish    are    brought   in,  as 
well  as  all  sorts  of  curious  shells  and  marine 
creatures  which  fasten  on  to  the  baits.    Crabs  and 
starfish  are  generally  in  the  majority,  and  occa- 
sionally, when  there  are  sunken  rocks  at  hand, 
splendid  lobsters  are  got  in  this  way.    When  a 
large  halibut  is  hooked,  it  is  a  case  of  hauling  in 
and  easing  out  alternately  in  order  to  play  the  fish 
by  hand.    As  there  are  hooks  all  the  way  along 
the  line,  this  is  a  risky  job  which  requires  much 
care.     Turbot  and  halibut  being  flat  are  often 
awkward  customers  to  get  to  the  surface.  These 
fish  will  sometimes  take  a  rush  that  will  make  the 
line  cut  through  the  water  the  same  as  a  salmon. 
The  hooks  being  very  large  and  the  line  strong,  he 
gets  little  grace,  and  is  eventually  brought  up  to 
the  surface  and  held  there  by  main  force  until  the 
gaff  or  clip  is  applied.    When  a  large  halibut  or 
conger  is  brought  in,  the  boat  generally  looks 
too    small    and    uncomfortable.     In    the  case 
of  a  large  halibut  being  lifted  in,   a  seat  is 
taken  up  to  make  room  for  the  fish,  which  is 
allowed  to   slide  into  the  bottom  of  the  boat 
away  from  the  lines.    He  does  not  die  quiet  and 
peaceably,  but  does  his  best  to  wallop  a  hole  in 
the  bottom  of  the  boat.    His  attempts  to  escape 
are  usually  ended  by  a  well-directed  thrust  from  a 
heavy  knife.    This,  when  done  through  the  back- 
bone near  the  head,  usually  settles  the  matter. 
Having  been  in  a  small  boat  when  a  halibut  of 
one  and  a  half  hundredweight  was  brought  in,  one  is 
not  likely  to  forget  suQh  a  tussle  that  usually  ensues 
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When  a  conger  is  caught  he  is  not  easily 
managed,  owing  to  his  shape  and  activity.  He 
explores  every  hole  and  comer  of  the  boat  better 
than  a  customs  officer,  and  generally  dies  hard.  If 
the  boat  is  a  small  one  and  the  conger  large,  this 
vmfitness  of  things  is  very  much  felt.  In  Shetland 
conger  flesh,  cut  into  little  pieces,  is  greatly  used 
as  bait  for  haddock,  ling,  tusk,  etc.  Sometimes 
as  many  as  six  turbot  and  halibut  are  got 
by  the  small  four-oared  boats  in  a  day's  fishing, 
but  one  or  two  is  the  usual  thing  now.  Not 
long  ago  I  was  out  with  one  of  the  boats 
for  the  better  part  of  a  day  and  not  a 
single  fish  of  any  kind  was  taken  with  the 
long  line.  The  weather,  tide,  and  everything 
else  looked  all  right,  and  the  ground  was 
considered  the  best  at  hand.  This  falling  off 
in  the  numbers  of  fish  is  largely  due  to  trawling 
being  extensively  carried  on  round  the  Shetland 
coast.  If  this  was  done  as  it  should  be,  line 
fishers  would  have  more  chances  of  success  ;  but, 
unfortunately,  this  is  not  the  case.  Something, 
however,  is  being  done  to  put  it  down,  and  Mr. 
Cathcart  Wason,  M.P.  for  Shetland,  has  offered 
rewards  of  ^5  to  those  able  to  give  information  as 
,to  trawling  within  the  limit.  The  same  gentleman 
has  also  supplied  the  inhabitants  with  reliable 
telescopes  in  order  to  be  better  able  to  detect  this 
form  of  sea  poaching.  Black-Beetle. 


THE   HASTINGS  AND  ST.  LEONARDS 
SEA  ANGLING  FESTIVAL. 


Since  the  Club  Chronicle  was  last  before  the  public 
the  scheme  for  a  Sea  Angling  Festival,  thanks  to  the 
labours  of  the  hon.  sees,  and  committee  appointed  to 
deal  with  the  matter  at  the  preliminary  meeting,  has 
very  considerably  matured  and  everything  is  well  in 
train  for  what  it  is  hoped  will  be  a  highly  successful 
inaugural  festival.  In  the  first  place  a  highly  satis- 
factoiy  subscription  list  has  been  obtained,  thanks  in 
no  small  measure  to  the  indefatigable  labours  of  our 
good  friend,  Mr.  W.  Payne  Collier,  and  well  provided 
with  the  sinews  of  war,  the  officials  have  entered  under 
most  encouraging  circumstances  upon  the  task  of 
making  the  necessary  arrangements.  Besides  this, 
anglers  from  all  parts  of  England,  and  all  degrees  of 
eminence,  townspeople,  tackle-makers,  railway  com- 
panies, and  hotel  proprietors  have  promised  and  given 
their  cordial  co-operation  in  making  the  scheme  attain 
the  hoped-for  success. 

The  dates  fixed  for  the  festival  to  take  place  upon 
are  the  first  three  days  in  November,  which  fall  upon 
Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday  respectively,  it  being 
obvious  that  a  scheme  of  this  kind  can  only  meet  with 
complete  succeES  if  held  during  the  week-end.  Some 
hundreds  of  entries  for  all  the  competitions  are 
anticipated,  and  it  is  evident  that  in  the  matter  cf 
boats,  boatmen,  and  bait  the  resources  at  the  disposal 
of  the  committee  will  be  fairly  well  taxed. 

The  first  and  most  important  series  of  competitions 
are  those  to  be  held  from  boats  during  each  day  of  the 
festival,  from  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.,  and  the  competitor  in 
this  scries  weighing  in  the  heaviest  one  day's  catch  of 
fish  during  the  festival  wins  the  title  of  "South  of 
England  Sea  Angling  Champion  "  and  a  gold  medal, 
while  his  club  becomes  entitled  to  hold  for  one  year 
the  championship  trophy,  consisting  of  a  handsome 
and  massive  silver  shield.  Two  other  valuable  prizes 
are  also  offered  in  this  class.  For  the  heaviest  one 
day's  catch  of  whiting,  not  exceeding  twelve  in 
number,  taken  during  the  festival,  the  Hastings  and 
St.  Leonards  Challenge  Cup  and  gold  medal  are 
offered,  and  two  other  handsome  prizes ;  and  three 
prizes  each  are  also  offered  for  the  heaviest  one  day's 
catch  of  cod,  the  heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  flat-fish, 
not  exceeding  twelve  in  number,  and  the  greatest 
number  of  sizeable  fish  any  one  day's  catch  during 
the  festival ;  while  six  prizes  in  all  are  offered  for  the 
heaviest  round  and  flat  fish  taken  on  each  day.  In 
addition,  the  committee  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society,  the  leading  members  of  which  are  showing 
great  interest  in  the  festival,  both  ofticially  and 
personally,  offer  their  silver  medal  for  the  best 
specimen  fish  taken  during  the  festival,  of  not  less 
weight  than  those  specified  for  the  Sarcelle  Com- 
petition. The  boatmen  attending  competitors  are 
also  to  be  stimulated  to  do  their  best  for  them, 
lOd.  6d.  being  offered  as  a  gratuity  for  the  boatman 
attending  the  winner  of  the  trophy,  whilst  £5  5s.  will 
be  distributed  in  gratuities  of  5s.  each  to  the  boatmen 
attending  the  winners  of  other  prizes,  The  com- 
petitions above  mentioned  are  limited  to  those  fishing 
from  boats. 

For  those  anglers  who  prefer  not  to  fish  from  a  boat, 
a  series  of  competitions  have  been  arranged  to  take 
place  simulfcaiieously  with  the  boat  competitions  from 
both  the  llautinga  I'ier  and  the  St.  Leonards  I'ior. 
The  boaidii  of  ilirct;lura  of  bath  piers  have  each 
geueroUnly  offered  a  silver  challenge  cup,  and  these, 


together  with  gold  medals,  are  to  be  awarded  for  the 
heaviest  one  day's  catches  of  fish  taken  during  the 
festival  from  the  respective  piers.  The  challenge  cups 
will  be  held  by  the  clubs  which  the  suooessful  com- 
petitors belong,  as  in  the  boat  competition,  and  two 
other  prizes  for  the  heaviest  one  day's  catches  are  also 
offered  in  respect  of  each  pier.  In  Class  II.,  two 
prizes  in  respect  of  each  pier  are  offered  for  the 
heaviest  flat  and  round  fish  taken  during  the  com- 
petition ;  in  Class  III.,  two  prizes  are  offered  in  respect 
of  each  pier  for  the  heaviest  catch  of  whiting  during 
the  festival,  not  exceeding  six  in  number ;  and  in 
Class  IV.,  two  prizes  are  offered  in  respect  of  each  pier 
for  the  heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  flat  fish  during  the 
festival,  not  exceeding  six  in  number. 

For  the  challenge  trophies  only  members  cf  any 
iio!irt/?(?c  angling  club  are  eligible  to  compete;  other 
prizes  may  be  competed  for  by  unattached  anglers. 

Amongst  the  special  arrangements  made  by  the 
committee  for  the  festival  may  be  mentioned  the 
cheap  fares  at  a  fare-and-a-quarter  for  the  double 
journey,  which  both  the  railway  companies  have 
agreed  to  grant,  and  the  "Red  Cross  Boat."  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  sea  will  be  sufficiently  smooth  so  as 
not  to  render  this  craft  an  indispensable  adjunct  to 
the  festival ;  it  is,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  intended  to 
convey  on  shore  any  competitor  who  may  be  by  a 
severe  attack  of  mal-de-vicr  rendered  liors  de  combat 
and  desirous  of  a  speedy  return  to  terra  firiiia. 

Besides  the  pier  companies,  prizes  have  been  kindly 
offered  by  the  following  well-known  tackle  makers : — 
Messrs.  Farlow  &  Co.  (London),  Mr.  David  Slater 
(Newark-on-Trent),  Messrs.  Bartleet  &  Son  (Redditch), 
Messrs.  Miller  &  Co.  (Leeds),  Messrs.  S.  Allccck  &  Co. 
(Redditch),  Mr.  P.  M.  Walbran  (Leeds),  and  Messrs. 
Warner  &  Sons  (Redditch),  and  also  by  Messrs. 
Abbotts  (London),  and  Messrs.  J.  J.  Carreras,  the 
well-known  purveyors  of  the  "  Craven  "  tobaccos. 

The  trophies  and  prizes  will  bo  presented  at  a 
smoking  concert  at  the  Castle  Hotel,  on  Monday, 
Nov.  3,  at  eight  o'clock.  Mr.  G.  H.  Snazelle  (the 
world-famous  entertainer)  has  kindly  promised  to 
arrange  an  attractive  programme. 

Prospectuses  of  the  festival,  giving  the  fullest 
information  refpecting  all  the  competitions,  may  now 
be  had  on  application  at  10,  York  Buildings,  Hastings, 
to  Messrs.  A.  A.  Bartram  and  H.  Dowsett,  whose 
efforts  as  hon.  sees,  we  most  cordially  hope  will  meet 
with  complete  success. — Hastings  Club  Chronicle, 


CANAL  CLOGGED  BY  BUFFALO  FISH. 


Harvey's  Canal,  that  extends  northerly  from 
Barataria  Bayou,  Louisiana,  to  the  levee  on  the 
Mississippi  river  across  from  New  Orleans,  was  invaded 
recently  by  such  immense  schools  of  large  buffalo  fish 
that  steam  navigation  was  impossible  except  for 
steamers  having  very  powerful  engines.  Strong  south- 
east winds  had  prevailed  and  caused  unusually  high 
tides,  and  the  salt  water  flowing  into  the  connected 
streams  and  lakes  indenting  the  coast  impelled  the 
buffalo  fish  to  seek  fresher  water  Hence  the  influx 
into  Harvey's  Canal.  A  description  of  scenes  noted 
during  the  continuance  of  this  phenomenon  said : — 

"  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  big  buffalo  fish,  each 
weighing  about  201b.,  swam  into  the  stream  in  order 
to  escape  the  salt  water  blown  into  inland  streams 
and  lakes  by  strong  south-east  winds.  During  the 
morning  hours  they  formed  a  compact  mass  for  two 
miles,  the  fishes  on  the  top  having  their  noses  sticking 
out  of  the  water.  They  were  killed  by  thousands  by 
two  steamboats  that  came  up  the  canal,  and  negroes 
along  the  canal  captured  hundreds.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  rernarkable  occurrences  in  this  line  within  the 
memory  of  anybody.  Schools  of  buffalo  fish  sometimes 
come  up  into  the  canal  during  the  moulting  season, 
but  the  moulting  season  ended  the  latter  part  of  the 
spring,  and  even  at  that  time  no  one  has  ever  seen 
such  a  vast  number  of  buffalo  fish  in  such  a  restricted 
space.  Only  those  who  saw  believed.  On  the  top  of 
the  water  were  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  dead  fishes, 
and  near  the  surface  was  a  black  moving  mass,  lightened 
now  and  then  by  a  show  of  white. 

"  Robert  and  Horace  Harvey  know  only  too  well  of 
the  vast  number  of  buffalo  fish  that  came  down  like  a 
cloud  into  their  canal.  Both  wore  out  all  that  after- 
noon showing  friends  the  strange  sight  or  watching 
negro  boys  catching  the  fishes.  Robert  Harvey  shot 
fifty  times  with  a  ■32-calibre  Smith  &  Wesson  and 
killed  fifty  fishes. 

"  It  was  early  in  the  morning  that  the  presence  of 
the  fishes  was  first  disoovered.  The  steamer  Florence, 
owned  by  the  Louisiana  Cypress  Lumber  Company, 
was  coming  up  stream,  towing  some  logs  for  the  mill. 
Suddenly  it  became  apparent  that  the  engines  were 
almost  powerless,  and  although  working  under  the 
usual  head  of  steam  no  progress  was  being  made.  The 
Florence  would  seemingly  take  a  spurt,  but  instead  of 
moving  forward  would  go  backward.  In  the  dim  light 
of  the  morning  white  things  were  seen  flying  from  the 
wheel. 

"  '  My! '  cried  a  negro  deck  hand,  'we  is  sure"  caught 
by  a  flock  of  ghoete.' 


"As  the  light  came  more  vividly  from  the  east  it 
was  perceived  that  the  Florence  was  in  the  midst  of  a 
dense  mass  of  fish.  In  the  wake  of  the  boat  weie 
dead  fishes  cut  into  red  gashes  by  the  wheel  or  stunned 
to  death  by  battering-ram  blows  from  the  bow.  Never 
before  had  the  captain  such  an  obstacle  to  confront. 
As  a  rule  he  had  never  suffered  any  delay  by  reason  of 
running  into  fish.  Hitherto  fish  had  always  been  able 
to  get  out  of  his  way ;  but  here  were  big  fishes  so 
packed  that  they  could  not  get  out  of  the  way  unless 
they  jumped  up  an  eight-foot  bank  and  finned  them- 
selves across  the  fields.  As  they  were  not  flying  fish, 
crabs,  nor  alligators  they  could  not  do  this,  and  so  the 
boat  had  to  butt  through  them.  Buffaloes  were  caught 
in  the  wheel.  They  had  to  be  fished  out.  It  was 
impossible  to  forge  ahead  in  the  ordinary  manner. 
The  captain  backed  his  boat  and  made  rushes.  This 
was  the  only  way  he  could  proceed.  He  worked  slowly 
up-stream,  leaving  a  track  of  blood  and  dead  fishes 
behind. 

" '  I  never  saw  anything  like  it,'  said  Horace  Harvey, 
who  was  found  about  4.30  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
aboard  the  Hale,  which  had  just  returned  from  Grand 
Isle  bearing  a  load  of  salt-water  fishes.  The  Hale  had 
left  in  the  morning  at  6.30,  and  struck  the  buffalo  fish 
about  two  miles  from  the  landing.  Captain,  mate, 
and  passengers  were  surprised  beyond  measure  at  the 
sight.  The  Hale,  having  fine,  strong  engines  for  use 
in  deep  sea  water,  did  not  find  much  difficulty  in 
pushing  its  way  through.  In  its  passage,  however,  it 
killed  more  fishes  than  had  been  killed  by  the  Florence, 

"  Harvey's  Canal,  as  most  persons  know,  is  directly 
opposite  Louisiana  Avenue.  It  is  a  prosperous  and 
busy  little  settlement.  Near  the  levee  is  a  lock  that 
was  to  have  connected  the  canal  to  the  river,  but  this 
lock  has  not  yet  been  put  in  use,  though  arrangements 
are  being  made  to  make  it  operative.  About  a  block 
from  the  levee  the  canal  begins,  and  for  two  blocks 
from  the  landing  place  of  the  Hale  the  top  of  the  water 
is  entirely  covered  by  the  ubiquitous  water  hyacinth. 

"  '  Come  a  little  way  up  the  canal,  and  I  will  show 
you  something,'  said  Horace  Harvey.  In  the  water 
hyacinths  were  numerous  dead  buffalo  fish.  Coming 
along  the  banks  of  the  canal  were  coloured  children 
dragging  along  big  fishes  they  had  caught  with  their 
hands.  Under  a  tree  sat  a  black  woman  surrounded 
by  some  twenty  big  buffalo  fish.  When  the  water 
became  more  or  less  free  from  the  hyacinth,  innumer- 
able big  fi;hes  were  observed  going  to  and  fro  under 
the  water,  or  coming  up  now  and  then  to  stick  out 
thsir  noses  despairingly.  It  was  a  fish  panic.  The 
fishes  evidently  did  not  know  what  to  do  or  where  to 
s^fim.  On  all  sides  they  saw  their  brothers  giving 
up  the  ghost  — floating  to  the  top  of  the  water  and 
pa*hetically  turning  upon  their  backs.  Those  about 
to  die  swam  listlessly  near  the  surface,  making  a  brave 
effort  to  keep  straight  in  the  water,  then  turned  over, 
their  nerva  gone,  and  death  swiftly  followed.  It  was 
pathetic  to  see  the  dead  fishes  covering  the  surface  of 
the  water  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  and  the 
despairing  blind  movements  of  the  live  ones. 

"  Along  the  banks  of  the  canal,  in  the  rays  of  the 
declining  sun,  negroes  were  catching  the  buffaloes  and 
carting  or  cirrying  them  home.  At  that  point  there 
were  few  houses,  so  that  the  negro  boys  without  being 
seen  could  strip  and  plunge  down  the  bank.  When 
the  boys  saw  Mr.  Harvey  coming,  however,  they 
became  frightened,  and,  climbing  out  of  the  water, 
dressed  themselves.  When  Mr.  Harvey  and  a  re- 
porter of  the  Times-Democrat  reached  one  group  of 
boys,  a  tall,  broad-shouldered  buck  of  twenty  waa 
letting  down  a  pole  with  a  hook  fixed  into  the  end. 
Near  the  water's  edge  were  little  negro  boys  who 
would  fix  the  hook  into  the  mouths  of  the  captured 
buffaloes,  at  which  the  negro  on  the  bank  would  pull 
them  up. 

"  '  What  are  you  going  to  do  with  those  fishes  ?  ' 

"  '  I's  catching  dem  for  my  grandpa,  boss.' 

"  '  What  is  he  going  to  do  with  them  ? ' 

"  '  I  t'ink  he's  gwine  to  dry  dem,  boss.' 

"  All  the  negroes  along  the  bank  admitted  that  they 
wanted  the  buffaloes  to  eat.  The  boy  who  said  that 
his  grandfather  wanted  to  dry  them  probably  meant 
that  the  old  man  would  salt  them  and  keep  them  for 
a  rainy  day. 

"  As  Mr.  Harvey  and  his  visitor  were  anxious  to  sea 
the  boys  catch  the  fishes  alive,  they  were  told  to  go 
into  the  water  again.  They  needed  no  urging.  In  a 
twinkling  the  clothes  had  dropped  from  the  three 
largest,  their  dark  bodies  shining  like  ebony  in  the 
sun,  and  had  plunged  into  the  water.  The  boyi 
could  hardly  swim  across,  as  the  fishes  butted  into 
them  from  all  sides.  They  swam  to  the  opposite 
bank,  where  the  water  was  only  four  or  five  feet  deep. 
Then  with  arms  outspread  they  would  walk  along. 
In  a  few  minutes  each  one  was  wrestling  with  a  fish. 
Occasionally  a  fish  would  squeeze  out  of  their  arms 
and  get  away.  But  the  boys  went  down  under  the 
water  with  the  fish,  seeking  with  their  hands  for  a 
grip  on  the  poor  buffalo's  head.  The  only  grip  that 
was  practicable  was  that  of  the  thumb  and  fingers  in 
the  eyes  of  the  fish.  When  gripped  in  this  fashion  the 
fish  moderated  in  its  struggles,  and  the  boy,  pushing 
his  prey  in  front  of  him,  would  swim  across  the  canal. 
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BURBERRYS 


WARM  WITHOUT  WEIGHT,    PROOF  WITHOUT  HEAT. 

It  is  impossible  to  spealc  too  liigliiy  of  the 
advantages  of  tlie  SLIP-ON,  its  weatlier- proof 
qualities  are  incontestable.  It  will  keep  out 
drenching  and  continuous  rain  without  adding 
the  slightest  unnatural  heat. 

May  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest  weather 
with  equal  comfort.  Formed  to  obviate  the 
possibility  of  any  tie  or  drag,  the  fitting  is 
equally  good  with  or  without  undercoat. 

"  A  year  or  two  aero  you  supplied  me  with  a  Slip-on 
Gabardine,  the  most  perfect  and  most  waterproof 
shooting  and  fishincif  coat  I  have  bad." — 

B.  W.  COT  HAM,  Springfield,  Pret<cot. 

"  I  have  been  well  satisfied  with  the  coat,  and  have 
worn  it  in  jungle  through  the  heaviest  downpours  (and 
I  can  tell  you  it  does  rain  iiere)  without  getting  wet 
underneath  either  by  rain  or  perspiration. " — 
C.  F.  S.  BAKER, 

17/12/01  Man  Kulam,  Ceylon. 

"  The  day  turned  out  the  wettest  it  has  been  my  lot  to 
be  out  on.    I  remained  quite  dry." 

E.  H.  BENSON,  Walton,  Wakefield. 

BURBERRYS 


30  &  31,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON; 
AND  BASINGSTOKE. 
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SILK  LINE. 


A    NEW    FISHIlSrG  X^UsTE. 


The  Field.  — " . .  .  The  dressing  is  a  feature  of 
the  line.  It  appears  to  be  one  of  the  best  we  have 
ever  seen,  penetrating  right  into  the  centre,  and, 
while  being  soft  and  having  a  smooth  surface, 
has  something  of  that  steeliness  or  springiness 
which  is  desirable  in  a  salmon  line." 


Fishing  Gazette. — " ...  As  far  as  I  can  judge 
without  actually  using  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  Mr.  Malloch's  five  years  of  experiments  have 
produced  a  most  perfect  line,  and  the  fact  that 
he  himself  is  satisfied  with  it — in  fact  'delighted' 
with  it — is  as  good  a  testimonial  as  any  line  could 
have.  His  reputation  as  one  of  the  best  salmon 
fishermen  of  this  or  any  day  is  unassailable." 


P.D.MALLOCH,PERTH. 


Manufaeturep  of 
every  description  of 

FISHING  TACKLE 
suitable  for  all 
parts  of  the  World. 

[2]  . 
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Within  twenty-four  hours  the  heat  of  the  sun's  rays 
began  to  decompose  the  vast  number  of  dead  fishes, 
and  an  awful  stench  arose  from  the  canal  and  per- 
meated the  entire  vicinity.  This  nuisance  led  to  a 
conference  a  few  days  later  between  the  Jefferson 
Parish  authorities,  the  president  of  the  state  board 
of  health  and  the  port  commissary  of  New  Orleans, 
held  to  consider  the  conditions  in  Harvey's  Canal. 
Then  it  was  determined,  as  the  canal  is  three  and  one 
half  feet  below  the  level  of  the  Mississippi  River  at 
the  present  stage  of  water,  to  cut  the  levee  and  allow 
the  flow  of  the  river  to  cleanse  the  canal  of  its 
foulness.  If  the  lock  mentioned  above  had  been  in 
operation  and  open,  these  immense  schools  of  buffalo 
fish  might  have  made  their  way  into  the  Mississippi, 
and  their  slaughter  would  have  been  prevented. 

The  occurrence  is  one  of  the  strange  freaks  or 
phenomena  with  which  Dame  Nature  makes  occasional 
spasmodic  breaks,  this  being  one  of  a  magnitude 
worthy  of  record  and  reading. 

C.  L.  .ToRDAN  in  American  Field. 

Pass  Christian,  Miss. 

[Mr.  Jordan's  address  sounds  like  "  nap,"  but  I 
could  not  "pass"  his  story  —  it  was  too  good  to 
"  miss."— Ed.  F.Q.1 


THE  QUESTION  OF  RIVER  POLLUTION 
ON  THE  SOLWAY  EDEN. 


The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Eden  Fishery  Board 
was  held  on  Saturday,  Oct.  H,  at  Carlisle.  Mr. 
Maclnnes  presided,  and  there  was  a  large  attendance 
of  members  interested  in  a  proposal  to  shorten  the 
rod-fishing  season.  The  watching  committee  reported 
that  the  yield  of  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout  had 
been  about  an  average  in  the  tidal  waters  on  the 
English  side  of  the  Solway,  but  the  river  nets  had  not 
done  well.  This  fact  once  more  raised  the  question 
of  the  pollution  of  the  river  Eden  by  the  city  sewage. 
Mr.  Coulthard  said  they  expected  that  the  sewage 
problem  was  about  to  be  solved.  Professor  Dibbin 
had  completed  his  plans  for  a  scheme  to  cost  well  on 
the  sum  of  £60,000,  and  they  would  shortly  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  corporation  for  approval.  Mr.  Eraser 
Sandeman  moved  the  rescinding  of  the  bye-law  as  to 
the  close  season  for  angling  with  rod  and  line  in  the 
river  Eden  and  its  tributaries,  his  object  being  to 
revert  to  the  close  time  of  the  Act  of  1861,  which  was 
then  from  the  beginning  of  November  to  the  beginning 
of  February.  Mr.  Branson  (Yorkshire  Angling  Asso- 
ciation) seconded  the  motion,  which  was  opposed  by 
several  members,  and  on  a  division  Mr.  Sandeman's 
proposal  was  lost  by  twelve  votes  to  ten.       W.  W. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  h. 


Reports  (to  ensure  vnsertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.— GsHBB^  Bbmabkb. — Sport  as  a  rule 
has  been  poor  on  the  Thames  during  the  week.  The 
water  has  been  extremely  bright,  and  the  best  news 
to  report  is  that  the  smaller  tributaries  were  some- 
what coloured  by  the  heavy  showers  of  Wednesday 
and  Thursday.  The  main  river  has,  however, 
been  soaroely  affected,  and  it  would  require  about 
a  week's  rain  to  put  the  river  into  good  fishing 
condition.  Many  leaves  are  now  floating  on  the 
stream,  which  is  a  sign  that  the  time  for  using  pith 
and  brains,  and  for  fishing  eddies  and  lay-byes  instead 
of  in  mid-stream,  is  not  far  off.  But  at  present  the 
river  has  a  fag-end  of  the  summer  condition  attached 
to  it,  so  that  the  fish  are  still  well  out  in  the  stream. 
As  showing  that  the  chance  of  trout  fry  escap- 
ing many  dangers  is  not  absolutely  lost,  I  may 
state  that  Mr.  A.  J.  Emms,  whilst  gudgeon  fishing  a 
little  way  up  the  Hog's  Mill  stream,  a  tributary  of  the 
Thames  at  Kingston,  caught  a  pure  Thames  trout 
of  five  inches  long.  The  fish  was  taken  in  a  bait  can 
to  the  K.  P.  S.  meeting,  and  after  being  exhibited  and 
declared  to  be  a  true  Thames  fish,  it  was  safely  returned 
to  the  river.  The  general  opinion  is,  however,  that  small 
trout  will  always  work  their  way  up  Thames  tributaries 
when  they  get  an  opportunity,  and  consequently  to 
get  best  results  from  restocking  they  should  be  placed 
in  the  river  immediately  below  weira.  Last  week  Mr. 
H.  E.  Lukyn,  at  Sunbury,  caught  a  brace  of  fine  chub 
of  41b.  l05i,  and  41b.  4oz.  respectively. — P.  H.  Amphlktt. 

  (Henley). — The  water  remains  in  the  same 

unsatisfactory  condition,  nothing  worth  reporting 
being  done.  The  roach  are  still  feeding  very  badly, 
and  during  the  last  hour  they  bite  shyly.  A  number 
of  "  Barkers  "  were  down  on  Oct.  12,  most  of  which 
returned  with  empty  bags.  Until  we  get  a  few  nights 
frost  and  a  good  downpour  sport  cannot  improve 
generally. — Stanley  Mead. 

Avon  (Ring^ood). — Anglers  at  the  White  Hart 
have  been  having  good  sport  lately  with  pike,  peroh, 


and  roach.  Mr.  Wentworth  Falconer  caught  eighty- 
four  roach  on  Friday  (Oct.  10),  many  of  them  weighing 
from  lib.  to  IJlb.,  and  a  gentleman  on  Saturday  last 
had  seven  pike.    Eoach  are  well  on  the  feed.— E.  M.  P. 

Blackwater  and  Chelmer  Rivers.  —  Anglers 
have  been  getting  a  few  fish  during  the  pist  week 
although  the  water  has  been  bright.  Some  very  good 
roach  have  been  caught  from  the  Langford  Waters  on 
Oct.  12  and  13  by  Messrs.  Jackson  and  Howard,  some 
scaling  over  lib.  eioh.  Mr.  Jackson  secured  a  nice 
roach  nearly  l^lb.  in  good  condition.  We  are  having 
some  rain  and  strong  winds,  and  probably  the  water 
may  be  coloured  at  the  end  of  the  week.  Some  good 
roach  ought  to  be  had  from  the  Ijangford  backwater 
now  by  the  members  of  the  I.  and  D.  P.  S.  A 
good  number  of  roach  have  been  caught  from  Heybridge 
Basin  recently. — F.  Keen. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeaoli).  —  We  have 
had  a  week  of  charming  autumn  weather,  at  times 
showery,  which  has  been  to  the  benefit  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  river,  which  is  now  in  grand  condition. 
Takes  of  roach  this  week  have  much  improved,  both 
in  weight  and  size.  At  Upware,  on  this  free  water, 
for  miles,  pike  have  been  giving  some  days'  good  sport, 
up  to  01b.  each,  average  weight,  31b.  each.  Several  are 
now  being  had.  Live  baits  on  the  spot.  Bank  angling, 
clean.  Prospects  at  time  of  writing  (Oct.  15)  cannot 
be  better. — John  0.  Geokge,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Sure  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District).  —  The 
general  fishing  throughout  the  summer  season  of  1002 
will  be  set  down  as  one  of  the  worst  within  memory. 
Although  a  few  decent  bags  were  made  here  and  there, 
on  the  whole  fishing  was  wretchedly  poor,  for  what 
precise  reason  it  would  be  difficult  to  say,  as  the 
weather  and  water  were  fairly  favourable  and  there 
was  no  lack  of  fish,  but  they  seemed  obstinately  dis- 
inclined to  feed — a  state  of  things  apparently  common 
in  many  other  districts.  We  are  now  hoping  for  com- 
pensations in  the  pike  season,  which  has  opened  well 
on  Mr.  Ellis's  portion  of  the  Broad,  for  on  Tuesday, 
besides  a  number  of  other  fair-sized  pike,  a  fine  fish  of 
151b.  was  killed  by  Mr.  Wesket,  of  North  Walsham. 
When  we  get  a  little  colder  weather  with  some  frosts 
I  anticipate  very  decent  sport  on  this  water  as  there 
are  a  lot  of  good  fish  this  year,  the  Broad  being  com- 
paratively little  fished  last  season.  Boats  can  be 
obtained  at  Mr.  Ellis's,  but  it  is  best  to  take  live-bait 
or  else  give  notice  of  their  being  required  well  in 
advance.  I  recommend  the  use  of  fine  grey  gimp, 
single  really  good  salmon  gut  to  the  gimp  of  the 
hooks,  good-sized  Jardine  snap-tackle,  and  not  too 
large  floats.  The  baits  (river  roach)  should  not  be 
too  large.  Spinning  is  not  very  remunerative  this 
year.  The  charge  to  fish  the  Broad  is  2s.  6d.  per  boat 
per  day,  and  a  small  extra  charge  for  boat  and  bait  if 
hired  from  the  lessee,  Mr.  Ellis.  Mr.  Mayor,  who  rents 
the  south  portion,  has  also,  I  believe,  similar  arrange- 
ments. Roach  are  now  feeding  better,  and  with  some 
reasonably  good  weather  sport  should  be  very  fair  all 
round. — C.  H.  Taylob. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks). — We  have  had  a  lot 
of  rain  here,  and  at  time  of  writing  (Oct.  13)  it  looks 
like  continuing.  River  in  bad  condition,  full  of  water, 
and  nearly  as  dark  as  coffee  from  the  moorland  streams. 
Fishing  in  abeyance.  Expect  a  heavy  flood,  which 
will  likely  bring  some  salmon  up  to  Kirkham  Abbey 
Weir.  A  thousand  pities  there  is  not  a  pass  for  them. 
— H. 

Esk  (WMtby). — The  copious  rains  of  last  week 
caused  a  heavy  rush  of  water  from  the  upper  reaches, 
and  the  fish,  which  had  been  unable  to  ascend  the 
weir  at  Ruswarp  for  some  weeks,  reached  the  higher 
waters.  During  the  week  some  good  sport  has  been 
secured,  though  an  accurate  record  of  the  takes  is  not 
to  hand.  It  is  anticipated  that  for  some  time  sport 
will  be  of  a  satisfactory  description,  fish  being  plenti- 
ful and  in  good  condition.  Sea  anglers  are  enjoying 
capital  sport  amongst  the  smaller  fish,  several  enthu- 
siasts in  one  day  securing  many  score,  whilst  dab, 
haddock,  etc.,  have  fallen  easy  prey  to  the  lures  of  the 
bottom  line. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  easterly  winds 
and  indifferent  weather  have  not;been  favourable,  and 
the  prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are  not  by  any 
means  promising.  The  pike  seem  loth  to  leave  the 
weed  beds  and  quiet  haunts,  and  perch  and  roach  are 
off  the  feed  also.  The  autumn  tints  are  now  beginning 
to  show  up,  and  if  we  get  more  genial  weather  the 
frequented  swims  should  prove  worthy  of  attention. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs). - 
Dull,  damp,  and  rainy  weather  continues  to  be  the 
lot  of  anglers  in  Lincolnshire.  Roach  anglers  have 
good  grounds  for  complaint,  as  try  as  they  best  can 
they  are  almost  unable  to  lure  a  specimen.  What  is 
the  reason  of  it  all  one  does  not  know.  About  the 
best  reports  are  from  captures  made  among  pike. 
Many  of  them  run  small,  but  one  or  two  have  been 
caught  on  the  Forty-foot  running  up  to  about  101b. 
each.  The  best  captures  have  been  made  at  the  lower 
end  of  that  river.  Fish  of  a  similar  quality  are 
reported  to  have  been  caught  on  the  Welland,  but 
most  of  these  have  also  run  small.  Perch  are  found 
by  the  worm  angler,  and  they  appear  to  be  excellent 


in  quality.  Other  fish  are  very  scarce.  It  is  a  long 
while  since  sport  on  these  waters  has  been  so  poor. — 
Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— Down  to  this  (Wednesday 
night)  no  satisfactory  sport  had  been  reported  from 
the  Lea  for  the  present  week,  but  as  mare  rain  has 
fallen  matters  may  brighten  up  by  Saturday.  It  is 
really  quite  time  they  did,  for  sport  in  a  general  sense 
has  been  very  poor  this  season  for  visitors  to  the 
historic  river.  Some  nice  baskets  were  made  last 
week  on  private  and  subscription  waters,  the 
news  reaching  me  too  late  for  my  report. 
In  the  Ware  district  six  rods  in  two  outings 
landed  between  001b.  and  701b.  of  roach  and 
a  brace  of  chub,  and  at  Broxbourne  some  nice 
roach,  perch,  and  pike  have  been  caught.  Minnows 
continue  most  attractive  to  the  perch,  which  are  now 
in  splendid  condition.  Roach  have  boon  caught  at 
St.  Margaret's,  Rye  House,  and  Hertford,  and  in  the 
tributary  Stort  a  few  dace,  roach,  and  peroh  have  been 
met  with.  Roach  fishing  in  the  Lea  and  its  tributaries 
would  soon  improve  with  more  water  and  colour  in 
the  river.  The  fish  are  numerous  enough  themselve.s. 
A  bream  of  41b.  9oz.  has  been  caught  at  Cheshunt  by 
a  member  of  the  General  Gordon  Angling  Society. — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
grayling  streams  are  now  running  high  and  muddy 
and  out  of  order  for  fishing,  having  been  visited  this 
week  with  some  very  heavy  rain,  which  has  cau'^ed  the 
water  to  quickly  change  colour.  Angling  has  been 
almost  at  a  standstill,  and  will  be  until  the  water  goes 
down  and  oleirs.  The  flush  of  water  is  taking  the 
leaves  away  quickly,  and  it  will  be  better  for  fishing 
when  the  weather  takes  up  again. — Gwynne. 

Lusrg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingnland).  - 
Grayling  were  rising  pretty  freely  during  the  latter 
days  of  past  week.  Owing  to  heavy  storms  of  rain, 
the  rivers  have  swollen  a  foot  or  more  of  muddy  water, 
and  on  Wednesday  afternoon  were  just  on  the  turn,  so 
that  if  fine  weather  ensues  fishing  will  again  be 
possible  by  the  time  this  is  in  print.  The  best  flies 
have  been  Mid  Blue,  Autumn  Hare's  Ear,  Red  Tag, 
Green  Insect,  and  Whirling;  there  are  also  on 
Willows,  Blue  Gnat,  Silver  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  Iron 
Blue,  and  Late  Brown.  After  the  present  fresh, 
grasshopper  (sink  and  draw)  and  swimming  worm 
and  maggot  should  be  good.  Outlook  at  time  of 
writing  is  not  very  cheering;  weather  cloudy  and 
dull ;  wind,  S.W.  strong ;  glass  very  low,  and  will  not 
budge.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Orwell. — Capital  sport  continues  amongst  the 
whiting  in  this  river.  The  strong  north-east  winds 
of  the  week  before  last,  however,  kept  most  of  the 
fishers  at  home,  but  those  who  did  venture  out 
secured  some  good  bags.  Last  week  several  good  catches 
were  recorded  ;  quite  a  fleet  of  boats  have  been  out 
every  day.  Tlie  fish  have  now  come  well  up  the  river. 
Good  baskets  have  been  taken  off  the  Cut  House, 
whilst  a  few  have  been  taken  on  lines  near  the  Dock 
Gates  at  Ipswich,  which  is  an  unusual  circumstance. 
On  Oct.  10,  a  friend  and  self  secured  three  and  a  half 
score  in  three  hours  on  the  worst  part  of  the  tide,  and 
on  Oct.  11  I  saw  about  thirty  boats  out  in  Pin  Mill 
Bay  all  doing  well ;  whilst  on  Oct.  12  no  less  than 
fifty-six  boats  were  counted  in  the  river,  and  a  great 
many  more  were  fishing  all  over  Harwich  Harbour, 
the  best  catches  I  have  heard  of  being  seven,  six,  and 
five  score. — H.  C.  Westgate. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry,  Hunts). — We  are  having 
a  nice  lot  of  rain  now,  which  has  much  improved  the 
water  and  made  a  better  stream,  passing  the  rotten 
weeds  away.  Several  rods  out  on  Oct.  11,  12,  13. 
Some  decent  lots  of  perch  taken,  Mr.  Isaacs  having 
the  best  with  some  scaling  lib.  each,  and  two  jack. — 

A.  SCABD. 

Plymoutli. — Now  that  the  trout  and  salmon  fishing 
is  getting  to  an  end  for  this  season  it  is  well  to  look  for 
fresh  fields  and  pastures  new  where  other  sport  can  be 
obtained — pike,  perch,  rudd,  roach,  and  eels  are  the 
centre  of  attraction.  The  'Torcroas  Ley,  near  Kings- 
bridge,  is  now  in  good  order,  and  there  are  plenty  of 
fish  to  be  had.  The  fishing  this  year  has  been  excep- 
tionally good,  and  especially  so  among  the  pike. 
During  the  last  few  weeks  there  have  been  no  blank 
days  recorded.  The  average  take  has  been  five  per  rod 
per  day,  and  the  three  largest  captured  scaled  81b., 
101b.,  and  11  fib.,  the  latter  being  caught  by  Mr.  Hicks, 
of  Banbury.  Tlie  largest  pike  caught  since  this  water 
has  been  opened  weighed  21Jlb.,  and  was  landed  by 
Mr.  W.  Owen,  of  Westbourne-grove,  London ;  numbers 
of  others  have  been  taken  scaling  from  151b.  to  17^1b. 
Rudd  show  good  sport  also.  Mr.  J.  Roberts,  of  the 
Thurlow  Arms,  West  Norwood,  had  a  record  day, 
landing  over  two  hundred  with  one  rod,  the  six  largest 
weighing  121b.  Peroh  also  are  plentiful  and  large. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Britton,  of  Hatton  garden,  London,  brought 
in  a  nice  basket  on  Saturday  (Oct.  11),  the  largest 
IJlb.,  he  had  also  seven  runs  and  landed  five  pike. 
This  ley,  which  was  made  in  1880,  is  gradually 
improving,  is  thirty  acres  in  extent,  and  is  well 
stocked  with  fish.  It  is  open  for  fishing  all  through 
the  winter,  and  is  not  closed  for  the  wild  fowl 
shooting.   The  hotel  is  close  to  the  ley,  and  the  host, 
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Mr.  Vickery,  is  a  first-rate  caterer.  There  is  a  splendid 
billiard-room  for  blank  wet  days,  and  the  hotel  being 
on  the  far-famed  Slapton  Sands  there  is  also  good  sea 
fishing,  and  boats  always  ready.  Bail  to  Kingsbridge 
via  Brent  (Great  Western  Railway),  or  yifi  Dartmouth, 
and  coach  meets  trains.  A  week  put  in  here  will  wall 
repiy  anyone  for  the  trouble. — William  Heardeb. 

Sevarn.  Vyrnwr,  Tanat,  ani  Cain  (Xalan^my 
nech).— On  Thursday  (Oct.  9)  there  was  a  complete 
break  in  the  weather,  and  since  that  day  wa  have  had 
raia  in  torrents  day  after  day,  so  that  all  these  rivers 
have  been  more  or  less  flooded  and  angling  impossible. 
The  past  trout  fishing  season,  if  not  the  worst,  has 
been  a  most  disappointing  one,  and  although  more  of 
these  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  Vyrnwy  in  the 
past  season,  the  very  reverse  has  been  the  case  in  all 
the  other  streams  in  this  neighbourhood. — Vtbnwy. 

Sfcour  (Bares,  Suffolk). — Nothing  doing.  A  few 
bream  have  been  captured  during  the  past  week  up  to 
31b.,  and  some  small  jack  up  to  61b.  in  weight,  but 
they  are  very  uncertain.  Nothing  will  be  done  until 
we  get  some  rain,  roach  being  dead  of£  feed. — W.  T. 

BAINBBrDGE. 

Sussex  Bivers,  Harbonrs,  and  Chichester 
Canal.  —  With  milder  weather  angling  has  not 
been  remunerative  on  the  Ouse  or  Cuckmere.  Pike 
have  not  been  feeding  and  roach  are  ofi.  The  Adur 
continues  to  yield  sport.  Both  dace  and  roach  are 
taking  gentles  at  Steyning  and  at  Henfield.  Fair 
sport  has  been  obtained  at  Chichester  Canal.  A  perch 
of  21b.  loz.  was  taken  with  small  live  bait  on  Tuesday, 
the  eame  visitor  killing  a  brace  of  31b.  pike.  Neither 
bream  nor  roach  are  feeding  well  at  present.  Heavy 
gales  attended  by  a  deluge  of  rain  have  been  experienced 
here  to-day  (Oct.  15).  The  rivers  will  doubtless  benefit 
as  they  were  too  clear  in  many  districts. — George  F. 
Saxter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigan).— Plenty  of  salmon 
in  the  river.  Water  very  plentiful  at  time  of  writing 
(Oct.  13),  but  very  thick.  Several  good  fish  have  been 
taken  during  the  past  fortnight.  The  salmon  rod 
season  ends  here  on  Oct.  31. — H. 

 (Llandyssil  District ) — A  great  quantity  of 

rain  has  fallen,  and  the  river  is  in  flood.  This  should 
make  the  remainder  of  the  season  good  for  sport. 
Plenty  of  salmon  are  showing,  but  only  five  fish  have 
been  caught,  although  five  others  have  been  lost,  this 
last  week.  One  of  201b.  was  caught  in  the  Porth  water, 
and  one  of  171b.  on  the  opposite  side,  and  others  of 
6Jlb.  to  121b.  below.  By  the  end  of  the  week  the 
water  will  be  in  grand  order,  providing  we  have  no 
more  rain. — Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
changed  quite  round  since  last  report,  and  it  is  running 
high  and  muddy,  and  bank  full  and  quite  out  of  order 
for  fishing.  The  weather  changed  suddenly  on 
Thursday  in  last  week,  heavy  falls  of  rain  have 
been  had  nearly  every  day  this  week,  and  to-day 
(Wednesday)  it  is  raining  quite  hard  and  there  is 
little  prospect  of  any  change  in  the  weather  for  some 
days — by  the  glass  which  has  gone  down.  Before 
Oct.  12  a  few  anglers  were  out,  but  sport  was  limited 
to  bottom  fishing,  and  a  few  grayling  and  coarse  fish 
were  landed  with  maggot.  The  flush  of  water  is 
carrying  the  leaves  oS  quickly,  and  when  it  clears 
sport  should  be  good  in  this  part.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clan,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  running  high  and  muddy 
and  out  of  order  for  fishing,  and  nothing  will  be  done 
in  them  for  some  days. — S.  Lcdlow. 

  (Tenbnry).    In  this  district  the  water  was 

tunning  in  good  order  up  to  Oct.  12,  although  the 
weather  had  been  very  bad  and  rain  had  been  had. 
Heavy  rain  has  been  falling  nearly  every  day  since 
Oct.  12,  and  the  river  is  running  high,  muddy,  and 
quite  out  of  order  for  any  fishing,  and  by  the  look  of 
the  weather  there  is  very  little  prospect  of  any  fishing 
being  done  in  this  part  for  some  days  to  come. — 
Worcester. 

Welland  (Market  Deeping). — Mr.  R.  Morris,  a 
member  of  the  Stamford  Angling  Association,  pike 
fishing  in  the  Welland,  between  Collyweston  Bridge 
and  Tinwell,  captured  a  fine  specimen  weighing  101b. 
— E.  A.  S. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire )  - 

Plenty  of  patience  and  little  sport  as  the  result  seems 
to  be  the  general  report  from  the  Witham  fishery. 
Such  poor  results  have  not  been  known  for  several 
years ;  the  condition  since  August  expired  is  not 
nearly  so  favourable  as  in  previous  seasons.  Only  now 
and  again  can  a  fish  of  more  than  passable  proportions 
be  lured,  and  even  small  roach  for  pike  bait  are  diffi- 
cult to  land.  This  week  bream  fishing  has  fallen  off, 
and  boat  anglers  have  had  but  little  reward.  Pike 
fishers  have  come  across  fish  between  21b.  and  41b., 
but  where  water  has  been  weedy  live  bait  fishing  has 
also  proved  a  failure.  Some  few  perch  have  been 
lured  by  the  worm,  but  even  these  are  not  as  they 
used  to  be.  Formerly  they  used  to  run  up  to  31b.  or 
80,  but  now  they  seldom  exceed  lib.  The  drains  about 
Boston  have  been  unproductive  except  as  regards 
pike  fishing.  This  is  reported  somewhat  brisk  in  the 
Hobhole,  near  Old  Leake.  One  visitor  is  said  to  have 
caught  a  pike  of  01b.,  besides  several  other  fish.  Be- 


tween Mount  Pleasant  and  Bunker's  Hill  there  have 
been  a  few  other  captures. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  weather 
during  the  past  week  has  been  very  unfavourable  for 
angling,  rain  and  rough  winds  on  most  days.  On 
Oct.  9  there  was  a  heavy  downpour  which  caused 
these  rivers  to  be  in  semi-flood  ;  however,  on  Saturday 
(Oct  11)  Messrs.  Lusby,  Harrison,  and  Evans,  fishing 
from  the  end  of  the  Rutland  Arms  Hotel  garden, 
Matlock  Bath,  landed  two  or  three  brace  each. 
Since  the  latter  date  a  gale  of  wind,  accompanied 
with  heavy  rain,  has  prevented  anglers  from  turning 
out,  therefore  the  prospect  is  not  very  rosy.  If  no 
more  rain  falls  the  Wye  and  upper  reaches  of  the 
Derwent  will  be  in  order  by  Saturday  or  Monday.  I 
should  recommend  a  wet  fly  for  the  next  few  days. 
Useful  flies — Needle  Fly,  Ash  Dun,  Apple  Green,  Red 
and  Grey  Quills,  Grey  Palmer,  and  Red  Tag. — 
Dotterel. 

Wye  (Builth  Wells). — River  in  flood  and  rain- 
ing heavily.  Season  ends  this  month.  Bad  prospect 
for  sport  now  if  weather  keeps  like  this. — W.  B. 
Roberts. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorks). — Our  rivers  to-day  are  all  in  spate,  and 
sport  in  the  Yore  and  its  tributaries  has  been  very 
moderate,  and  as  long  as  the  present  stormy  weather 
continues  there  is  very  little  prospect  for  grayling 
fishing.  I  caught  four  brace  in  the  Cover  yesterday 
with  the  Dark  Needle  and  Green  Insect,  and  by  swim- 
ming the  maggot.  Until  our  rivers  clear  to  what  the 
locals  call  a  "  fly  water,"  the  latter  method  is  the 
best,  for  the  fish  will  not  take  the  worm  in  the  Yore 
freely  until  we  have  frost.  A  few  anglers  have 
patronised  the  upper  waters  of  the  Wharfe  since  my 
last,  but  they  have  not  done  very  well.  Miller's  Dark 
Needle,  Carter  Piatt's  "  Copper,"  Pale  Autumn  Dun, 
Red  Tag,  and  Waterhen  Bloa  proved  the  best  flies  in 
the  Grassington,  Bumsall,  and  Bolton  Woods  lengths. 
Swimming  the  worm  or  gentle  seems  to  have  been 
fairly  successful  in  the  Ilkley  district.  The  worm  is 
best  fished  on  a  No.  8  crank-shanked  hook,  which 
keeps  the  little  cockspur  well  up  and  in  a  natural 
position.  Only  few  dace  and  grayling  are  reported 
from  Harewood  or  Collingham,  and  the  high  waters 
have  been  against  the  bottom  fishermen  at  Tad  caster, 
and  only  light  baskets  have  been  shouldered ;  as 
most  of  the  matches  are  a  thing  of  the  past,  "  club- 
land" is  quiet.  Before  the  storm  of  Wednesday 
(Oct.  15)  the  Rye  and  Riccall  fished  fairly  well,  and 
anglers  secured  some  nice  baskets  of  grayling,  but 
visitors  to  the  Derwent  found  that  river  out  of  trim,  and 
met  with  moderate  sport  both  at  Sohoolhouse  Hill 
and  Yeddingham.  When  the  waters  subside  we  may 
expect  batter  sport,  both  here  and  at  Malton.  The 
Leeds  anglers  have  patronised  the  lakes  in  Roundhay 
Park  in  fair  numbers,  and  a  few  small  pike  have  been 
caught,  the  largest  by  Mr.  T.  Sykes,  weighing  6f  lb. 
As  soon  as  our  grayling  waters  get  into  trim,  Miller's 
Dark  Needle,  Blue  Hawk,  Red  Palmer,  Red  Tag, 
Autumn  Dun,  Snipe  and  Purple,  Waterhen  Bloa, 
Green  Insect,  Carter  Piatt's  Copper  will  be  found 
capital  flies,  and  as  good  a  selection  as  could  be  made. 
— John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Bolder  Esk  and  Liddle.— Fishing  in  the  Cauldron 
pool,  Mr.  Maxwell,  Canonbie,  landed  a  salmon  of 
131b. ;  Mr.  T.  Steel,  Bowholm,  caught  a  nice  salmon 
weighing  191b.  in  the  Liddle  below  Penton  Linns.  A 
number  of  salmon  have  been  rising  in  the  Willow  pool, 
but  few  have  been  taken ;  Mr.  J.  Butler  landed  one  of 
71b.  Fishing  in  Langholm  water,  Mr.  J.  Harkness 
caught  a  grilse  and  a  sea-trout,  and  at  another  fishing 
he  had  a  couple  of  sea-trout  weighing  41b.  Herling 
and  sea-trout  are  still  being  got  in  the  mid  reaches  of 
the  Esk  and  below  Longtown.  Mr.  J.  Elliot  had  a 
sea-trout  and  several  herling  in  Canonbie  water.  Mr. 
J.  Armstrong  had  a  sea-trout  and  six  herling  in  the 
same  water,  and  Mr.  J.  Murray,  Canonbie,  caught  a 
sea-trout  of  2Jlb.  in  the  Long  pool.  Mr.  Boodle, 
Longtown,  caught  a  salmon  weighing  121b.  in  Wilkins 
pool  below  Longtown,  and  at  another  fishing  had  a 
good  basket  of  111b.  of  herling  and  two  nice  sea-trout. 
Sport  continues  slack  in  the  Metal  Bridge  division. — 
Gjlnockie. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — Beautiful  weather  was 
experienced  in  this  district  during  the  past  week. 
Light  showers  of  rain  fell,  but  added  little  to  the 
volume  of  water  in  the  river,  which  is  now  low  and 
clear.  On  Oct.  6,  on  the  Banff  Fife  Arms  Hotel  water, 
Mr.  Johnston,  from  London,  landed  a  nice  clean 
salmon  of  181b. ;  and  on  Oct.  10,  Mr.  P.  Williams, 
from  London,  had  a  fine  fish  weighing  111b.    On  the 


Grayling  Fishino. — Anglers  requiring  reliable  Uckie  should 
apply  to  J.  B.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depftt,  Leeds.  He  has 
had  more  experience  of  grayling  fishing  than  anyone  in  the 
trade.  Send  Is.  (id.  for  cast  of  Hies  guaranteed  to  catch  grayling. 
Sample  dozen  best  flies,  2s.  Miller's  crank  shanked  hooks  keep 
the  worm  in  position — Is.  per  dozen  on  16in.  of  best  drawn 
gut.  Special  value.  Pike  and  roach  tackle  of  the  best  quality 
at  lowest  prices.  All  goods  of  reliable  quality  only.  See  price 
lis's,  post  free,  before  buying. 


Dunlugas  water,  on  the  9th,  Mr.  Henderson  landed 
two  salmon,  one  of  181b.  and  the  other  71b.  On  the 
Eden  water,  on  the  10th,  Mr.  J.  G.  Earle  had  a  nice 
fish  of  llilb,— H.  W. 

Pindhorn. — Mr.  James  Harper,  of  G4,  George-street, 
Aberdeen,  killed  three  fish  on  Mr.  Stewart's  section  of 
the  Findhorn,  on  Oct.  10,  of  51b.,  l^lh.,  and  101b. 
There  are  many  fish  in  the  pools,  but  sport  ia  poor  in 
consequence  of  lack  of  rain. 

North-Bast  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  are  still 
too  small  for  the  back-end.  The  promises  of  a  change 
come  so  often  that  anglers  are  beginning  to  lose  faith 
and  it  is  feared  that  the  season  is  over.  On  the 
upper  waters  H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of  Fife  has  not 
been  on  the  river  so  often.  The  hard  frosts 
have  reduced  the  size  of  the  river  and  otherwise 
retarded  sport.  However,  she  has  had  a  fairly  good 
season,  especially  at  the  beginning.  On  the  Glentana 
waters  Miss  Coates  has  had  to  do  with  several  fish, 
but  none  of  the  autumn  run  have  got  beyond  the  mid- 
reaches  owing  to  the  clear  state  of  the  river.  On  the 
Aboyne  water  the  Marquis  of  Huntly's  guests  are 
having  an  occasional  fish,  but  all  of  the  "potted" 
order,  few  fresh  fish  having  reached  these  parts.  On 
the  Dess  water.  Major  Davidson's  gillie  and  friends 
had  one  or  two  last  week  of  the  same  order.  Even 
vrith  the  best  of  waters  the  season  will  be  all  too  late 
to  do  any  good  in  these  parts.  The  Kincardine 
Ballogie  Sluice  and  other  sections  are  all  out 
of  it  this  year.  On  the  Woodend  water  and  the 
Cairnton  (Lord  Penrhyn)  a  few  fish  were  got,  but  the 
sport  is  nothing  like  what  an  ordinary  average  season 
yields.  On  the  Cults  free  water  Archibald  creeled 
one  of  121b.,  McGregor  one  of  101b.,  and  others 
from  101b.  to  181b.  have  been  got  here  and  on  the 
adjacent  reaches.  In  fact,  the  lower  waters  hold 
all  the  fish  in  the  meantime  till  a  flood  comes. 
Don. — Some  good  sport  has  been  got  on  the  lower 
waters.  Mr.  Milne  had  nine  in  one  day  at  the  Cruives, 
and  Professor  Cash  thirteen  on  another,  on  the  Grand- 
holm  water.  But  these  are  not  the  usual  takes.  There 
are  plenty  of  fish  but  the  water  is  too  low,  and  till  a 
fiood  comes  sport  will  be  at  a  discount.  Ythan. — The 
season  is  over  on  the  tidal,  the  fish  are  now  out  of 
condition,  and  although  finnock  and  sea-trout  may  be 
taken  till  Oct.  31  they  are  not  worth  the  while. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  prospects  of  the  back- 
end  fishing  is  now  improving,  and  should  a  flood  take 
place  at  the  tail  end  of  the  present  unsettled  looking 
weather,  there  is  likely  to  be  a  fine  show  of  salmon  in 
all  the  rivers  of  this  district.    There  was  a  fall  of  rain 
on  Friday,  though  the  waters  did  not  rise  above  a  foot 
or  so.    There  was  a  run  of  salmon  in  some  of  the 
rivers,  yet  it  was  a  small  one,  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  large  quantity  of  salmon  in  the  Solway. 
There  was  a  further    fall  of    rain    on    Oct.  12, 
and  another  rise  in   the   rivers    took    place,  but 
again  there  was     only    a    foot  or   more  water 
added.    On    Tuesday   morning  the    rivers    fell  to 
their  low  level,  but  a  fine  south-west  breeze  pre- 
vailed, the  first  favourable  wind  for  a  month,  and 
a  number  of  salmon  were  caught  with  a  fly.  A  violent 
gale  from  the  south-west  sprang  up  on  Tuesday  night, 
and  several  heavy  showers  fell  during  the  early  morn- 
ing of  Wednesday,  so  that  some  of  the  rivers  were  in 
flood  by  breakfast  time,  notably  the  Eden  and  Esk. 
The  rainfall  in  Annandale  was  not  so  heavy,  and  there 
was  little  of  a  rise  in  the  river,  though  salmon 
began  to    show   after    the    forenoon    tide,  which 
was    an    unusually    high    one,    with    the  south- 
west   gale.      At    the    time    of     writing,  the 
weather    is    still    unsettled,    and    the  barometer 
has  fallen  to  the  lowest  reading  for  a  long  time. 
Possibly  there  may  be  more  rain  to  follow,  and  anglers 
are  naturally  anxious  for  a  heavy  spate  so  that  there 
may  be  a  chance  of  a  merry  wind  up  for  those  rivers 
of  the  Solway  and  district  which  expire  their  rod 
fishing  at  the  end  of  the  present  month.   The  Esk  and 
Galloway  rivers  will  close  at  the  end  of  October  as  also 
the  waters  of  Ayrshire,  but  the  Annan  and  Nith,  which 
have  always  been  acknowledged  to  be  very  late  angling 
rivers,  continue  their  angling  to  the  night  of  Nov.  15, 
while  the  Solway  Eden  closes  on  the  same  date. 
A  splendid  fish  was  caught  in  the  lower  Annan  on 
Tuesday,  but  the  storm  was  too  violent  on  Wednesday 
for  successful  sport,  though  the  wind  slightly  moderated 
towards  evening.    The  following  are  the  reports  from 
the  different  rivers  of  the  district.    The  Annan. — 
This  river  has  been  pretty  low  and  clear  since  last 
week's  notes.    Rain  fell  on  Friday  (Oct.  10)  in  Annan- 
dale,  but  it  made  little  or  no  impression  on  the 
height  of  the  river.    There  was  more  rain  on  Sunday 
night,  and  on  Monday  morning  the  waters  began  to  rise 
slightly,  and  by  the  evening  there  was  a  foot  and  a-half 
more  water,  slightly  coloured,  of  a  snow  tint.  On 
Tuesday  morning  the  water  had  a  softer  look,  and  a 
fine  south-west  wind,  the  first  favourable  breeze  for 
many  weeks,  held  out  the  chance  of  a  fish  rising.  In 
the    Spittal    poql,    immediately    above    the  town 
bridge,   Mr.    William    Wright,   Ednam,    landed  a 
splendid  salmon  of  271b.  with  one  of  his  Border 
Brown  Turkey  flies,  of  the  same  pattern  that  stood 
"  Sarcelle "  such  good  luck  on  the  Earn  last  back 
end.     The  fish  gave  great  sport  before    he  was 


276 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


October  18,  1902 


brought  to  the  gaff,  a  cockfish  in  fine  condition.  In 
the  Hightae  section  two  fish  were  caught  on  Oct.  10. 
One  by  Mr.  Gladstone  of  161b.,  and  another  by  a 
Lochmaben  angler.  Two  others  were  landed  in  the 
same  district  of  the  Annan.  The  herling  have  been 
running  unusually  numerous  this  season  on  the 
Annan,  and  on  Monday  there  was  an  exceptionally 
fine  run  of  these  for  this  period  of  the  year. 
They  were  of  large  size,  many  running  over  lib. 
each  in  weight.  Mr.  McGiverin  killed  half  a 
dozen  fine  ones  in  the  Warmanbie  water  with 
fly,  and  another  rod  had  a  like  basket.  Very  few 
anglers,  however,  are  fishing  for  the  herling  now. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  just  as  good  a 
a  chance  of  a  salmon  as  a  herling.  It  is  anticipated 
that  the  gale  to-day  will  cause  a  run  of  salmon  to 
ascend  this  river,  and  there  should  be  some  fish 
killed,  whether  flood  follows  or  not.  Of  course 
the  prospects  will  be  considerably  improved  if 
a  flood  takes  place.  Latkb. — The  Annan  has  come 
down  in  flood  this  afternoon,  though  no  further 
rain  has  occurred  in  the  lower  part  of  Annan- 
dale.  So  far  the  spate  is  a  small  one,  but  it  is  of 
sufficient  height  to  allow  those  fish  that  were  in  the 
lower  tidal  waters  to  get  up  to  the  middle  reaches.  I 
noticed  that  no  fish  were  stirring,  and  it  is  doubtful 
if  any  were  running,  though  a  few  may  ascend  after 
the  tide  to-night.  The  barometer  is  still  falling 
this  evening,  and  probably  there  may  be  more  rain 
should  the  wind  moderate  to-night.  Thb  Nith. — 
This  river  has  been  low  during  the  week,  and  practically 
the  report  of  the  Annan  holds  good  with  the  Nith. 
In  the  Mid-Nithsdale  district,  at  the  ducal  village  of 
Thornhill,  the  sport  among  salmon  has  been  very  poor 
this  autumn,  owing  to  the  low  and  clear  state  of  the 
river.  There  is  now  a  small  rise  in  the  water,  and  it 
is  thought  that  this  will  induce  a  few  more  salmon  to 
reach  this  part  of  the  river.  A  few  fish  are  show- 
ing in  the  pools  from  Closeburn  upwards,  and  a  rise 
of  water  would  be  certain  to  afiord  some  sport  to  the 
upper  proprietors  who  practically  breed  the  salmon  for 
those  in  the  lower  sections.  The  new  Act  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  common  river  trout  is  now  in  force.  As 
a  matter  of  fact  the  great  majority  of  rod  fishers  on 
the  Solway  rivers  have  put  back  yellow  trout  to  the 
waters  since  October  came  in.  In  the  lower  Nith  in 
the  tidal  reaches  I  learn  that  there  is  a  fine  show  of 
salmon,  especially  below  Kingholm  and  down  Glen- 
caple  way,  stretches  of  the  Nith  that  are  unfishable 
by  rods.  I  do  not  learn  of  much  doing  in  the 
town  waters  of  Dumfries.  One  angler  hooked 
and  lost  a  good  fish  near  the  suspension  bridge,  and  a 
labourer  got  himself  into  trouble  by  taking  a  fish  out 
of  the  river  the  other  day  otherwise  than  by  rod  and 
line.  The  Galloway  Rivees. — These  waters  have 
been  low,  but  there  was  a  rise  of  about  a  foot  in  the 
height  on  Monday.  Generally  the  angling  has 
been  somewhat  disappointing  in  most  of  the  rivers 
of  the  Stewartry  of  Galloway  this  back-end.  To- 
day the  rivers  were  rising,  and  a  small  flood 
is  expected  by  to-morrow  (Thursday)  morning.  Only 
a  few  fish  have  so  far  ascendedlthe  rivers.  The  Cree, 
of  Newton  Stewart,  is  reported  to  have  a  fair  show  of 
fish  in  the  pools ;  but  many  of  those  that  ran  up  this 
river  some  weeks  ago  are  getting  red  in  colour.  The 
Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee  contains  a  few  salmon  in  the 
lower  and  middle  reaches,  but  no  sport  from  this 
river  has  been  communicated  to  the  Press  reporters. 
The  Gatehouse  Fleet  of  Galloway  is  now  in  moderate 
order,  and  some  sport  is  looked  for  if  the  river  rises 
a  little  higher.  The  Urr  of  Dalbeattie,  which  is  the 
latest  river  of  the  Solway  to  close  its  waters  for  angling, 
expiring  with  the  date  of  the  Tweed,  is  rather  low, 
though  the  rainfall  has  somewhat  improved  its  con- 
dition to-day  No  sport  is  reported  to  me  from  this  river 
this  week.  The  Eden  and  Bsk  being  in  flood  early 
this  morning  would  be  certain  to  have  the  first  run 
of  the  Solway  fish  this  morning,  and  some  good  sport 
should  fall  to  anglers  on  these  rivers.  Ayeshire 
Rivers. — Low  and  clear  waters  have  acted  against  the 
angling  on  the  rivers  of  Ayrshire.  The  Girvan  has 
been  low  and  clear  for  a  considerable  time,  and  I  hear 
that  little  is  doing  there.  Probably  the  rainfall 
this  morning  would  put  this  and  other  rivers  of 
this  part  of  the  district  in  better  order. 
Unfortunately  there  is  very  little  time  now 
remaining  of  the  angling  season  in  Ayrshire,  and 
a  flood  now  would  be  gladly  welcomed.  Later. — 
Wednesday  night,  10  p.m. — Annan  is  in  heavy  flood 
to-night,  and  probably  all  the  other  rivers  arc  the 
same.  Not  many  fish  were  running  up  to  darkness. 
— Hkatjiebbkll. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  salmon  angling  closed 
on  Wednesday,  and  has  been  about  the  most  unpro- 
ductive that  anglers  can  recollect.  On  the  fine  Gordon 
Castle  reaches  it  has  been  the  poorest  for  the  past 
twenty  years.  The  Tulchan  and  Pitcroy  waters,  also 
fine  angling  waters,  have  not  been  so  poor  for  many 
years ;  while  the  Revack  and  Castle  Grant  waters 
were  practically  deserted  by  anglers  some  time  ago, 
owing  to  the  poor  returns  obtained.  Many  theories 
are  advanced  for  this.  It  is  admitted  that  the  river 
was  well  stocked  with  fish,  but  it  is  believed  that  the 
continuously  brown  colour  of  the  water  caused  the  fish 


to  be  sluggish  and  indisposed  to  rise.  The  many  small 
spates  also  prevented  the  fish  from  settling  for  any 
length  of  time  in  a  pool.  However,  as  the  water  has 
been  so  long  above  its  normal  level,  the  fish  had  a 
freer  run  upwards,  so  that  the  spawning  prospects  are 
correspondingly  improved.  The  pools  at  present  seem 
unusually  well  stocked  with  salmon.  As  in  former 
years,  the  heaviest  fish  of  the  season,  weighing  371b., 
was  taken  from  the  Gordon  Castle  waters,  one  of  301b. 
each  also  having  been  landed  by  Lady  Helen  Gordon- 
Lennox,  the  Hon.  Esme  Gordon-Lennox,  and  the  Hon. 
Bernard  Gordon-Lennox.  From  the  Wester  Elchies 
water  last  week,  five  fish,  weighing  respectively  161b., 
91b.,  8Jlh,  51b.  and  4Jlb.,  were  landed.- J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
After  nearly  one- half  of  the  season  allocated  to  salmon 
anglers  had  passed  in  almost  total  unproductiveness, 
things  assumed  a  more  hopeful  aspect  towards  the  end 
of  last  week.  After  heavy  rains  on  Friday  (Oct.  10) 
the  Teviot  rose  about  eighteen  inches,  while  the 
Tweed  remained  untouched.  The  Teviot  rose  to  the 
extent  of  three  feet  this  afternoon,  but  the  Tweed 
remains  untouched,  and  angling  below  the  junction  is 
stopped  meantime.  A  bigger  flood  is  required  to 
cleanse  the  rivers  and  distribute  the  fish.  In  the 
meantime  some  sport  has  been  had,  although  the 
fish  are  not  quite  settled.  Mr.  F.  J.  Douglas  had 
the  best  day's  sport  yet  recorded  this  season  when, 
on  Hendersyde  water  on  Monday,  he  caught  nine, 
two  salmon,  241b.  and  131b.,  and  seven  grilse,  111b., 
9Jlb.,  91b.,  7ilb.,  7Jlb.,  71b.,  71b.  Yesterday  he  had  a 
salmon  of  151b.  and  three  grilse  of  ll^lb.,  8Jlb.,  and 
71b.,  and  one  sea-trout  of  51b.  On  Sprouston  water 
Sir  Arthur  Lucas  had  one  salmon.  On  Floors  water 
on  Monday  Mr.  McCuUoch  had  a  grilse  of  51b., 
and  yesterday  a  salmon  of  141b.  On  Oct.  10,  at 
Makerstoun,  Mr.  Hartroy  had  a  salmon  of  141b. 
This  forenoon  Mr.  Lucas  caught  a  grilse  of  81b. 
at  Rutherford.  Some  sport  has  been  obtained  on 
the  lower  waters  during  the  past  fortnight.  On 
Oct.  1,  Mr.  Pearson  had  a  salmon  of  201b. 
On  Oct.  7  Mr.  Wailes  had  one  of  201b.,  and  Mr. 
Kinnear  a  grilse ;  and  Mr.  F.  Swan  had  a  salmon 
of  161b.  and  two  grilse  of  91b.  and  61b.  On  the  8th, 
Mr.  Kinnear  had  a  salmon  of  171b. ;  and  Mr. 
Wailes  and  Mr.  Chorley  each  a  grilse.  On  the  Lees 
water  Mr.  George  Marjoribanks  had  a  grilse  of  71b.  on 
the  3rd  ;  and  on  the  6th  a  grilse  of  101b. ;  Mr.  Harris, 
M.P.,  had  a  grilse  of  31b.  On  Birgham  water,  Mr. 
Bramwell  had  two  salmon,  141b.  and  121b.,  on  the  3rd. 
On  Lennel  water,  Mr.  Howard  Pease  had  two  grilse, 
91b.  and  51b.,  and  one  salmon  of  121b.  on  the  6th.  On 
the  8th,  Mr.  Selby  Bigge  had  a  grilse  of  5lb.  At  Corn- 
hill,  Mr.  Thomas  Swan  had  a  grilse  of  71b.  On  the 
Teviot  (Jack's  Plumb)  on  Monday,  Mr.  J.  0.  Wilson 
caught  a  nice  salmon  of  161b. — Maxwheel. 

Tyne  (North  and  South)  and  Neig^hbouring 
Rivers. — At  the  time  of  writing  the  Coquet  is  in  the 
pink  of  condition.  The  recent  flood  has  caused  a  run 
of  salmon  and  bull  trout  which  has  not  been  equalled 
for  many  years.  It  is  quite  a  sight  to  see  the  thou- 
sands of  flsh  at  the  different  passes  on  the  river. 
Anglers  have  had  everything  to  their  satisfaction,  and 
sport  has  been  great,  A  Newcastle  gentleman  landed 
egihteen  fine  fish  for  two  days'  fishing.  Mr. 
J.  Taylor,  of  Broomhill,  I  believe,  has  caught  the 
record  fish  for  the  season  at  Acklington,  which  turned 
the  scale  at  251b.,  its  length  being  3ft.  6in.  and  girth 
at  shoulder  1ft.  9in.  Other  anglers  have  met  with  a 
like  success.  I  may  say  almost  every  angler  had  fish 
on  Monday  last.  There  has  been  some  fair  sport  on 
the  North  and  South  Tyne ;  Silver  Grey,  Jock 
Scot,  and  Blue  Doctor  have  done  well.  There  is 
great  danger  of  a  lot  of  disease  in  the  Tweed 
this  year.  There  is  every  liklihood  of  overcrowding, 
the  flah  going  up  in  extraordinary  numbers.  The 
river  is  in  a  dangerous  state,  and  the  bed  is  thickly 
coated.  Pish  are  being  seen  in  shoals  close  to  the 
surface  of  the  water.  On  the  sea  coast  great  numbers 
of  grilse  have  been  seen — considerably  more  than  for 
many  years  past ;  while  in  Berwick  Bay  it  is  an 
interesting  sight  to  watch  them  leaping  in  hundreds, 
such  a  huge  quantity  of  fish  not  having  been  seen  for 
many  years. — Henry  A.  Murton,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Tynedale. — We  are  having  wet  weather  and  fishing 
is  improving.  Salmon  are  running,  good  numbers 
being  seen  passing  through  under  the  bridges  at 
Chollerford,  Wark,  etc.  Dr.  Elward,  Humshaugh, 
landed  a  61b.  grilse  on  Oct.  13.  Amongst  local  rodmen 
O.  Rosinvinge,  Esq.,  South  Park,  and  W.  W.  Shield, 
Esq.,  are  doing  most  execution.  Some  time  ago  at  a 
few  days'  fishing  at  the  Water  Meetings,  Mr.  Thompson, 
of  Corbridge,  grassed  nine  sea-trout  and  lost  as  many 
more. — Anthony. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — Trout  fishing  on  the 
Woodburn  Reservoirs  was  of  the  dullest  description 
lately  owing  to  the  absence  of  wind  and  the  bright 
frosty  weather.  It  blew  a  small  hurricane  on  Wed- 
nesday, when  some  trout  were  secured.  The  season, 
however,  has  been  a  disappointiDg  one  on  these  waters, 
for  which  eighty-five|10s.|tiokets  were  taken  out  by  city 


anglers.  The  upper  reaches  of  the  Lugan  being  very 
low,  nothing  was  done  lately. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (Benburb,  co.  Tyrone).  —  There 
would  be  good  salmon  fishing  here  if  the  water  rose 
a  bit.  The  river  is  low  and  clear  ;  plenty  of  fish  up 
from  Lough  Neagh. — J.  A  B. 

Loughs  Corrib  and  Mask. — Since  last  report. 
Lady  Lechmere  caught,  among  others,  two  grand 
pike,  weighing  191b.  and  201b.  respectively.  Sir 
Edmond  Lechmere  caught  on  Oct.  14  one  large 
trout  of  91b.  and  two  pike  of  81b.  and  101b.  Mr. 
Boucher  landed  a  3|lb.  trout  with  the  artificial  fly. 
—J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Cullin. — The  fishing  on  Lough  Cullin 
during  the  past  fourteen  dajs  has  been  fairly  good. 
Mr.  H.  Heath  got  good  sport,  his  largest  pike  weighing 
201b. ;  Mr.  John  Attenborough  killed  some  very  nice 
pike,  his  largest  being  201b. ;  Mr.  S.  S.  Mossop  killed 
seventy-one  pike  in  fifteen  days  (largest  181b.),  also 
one  bull  trout  7Jlb.,  a  very  handsome  fish :  all 
his  fish  were  caught  on  Lough  Cullin.  Mr.  R. 
Raine  and  Master  Raine  killed  some  good  fish, 
several  weighing  171b. ;  they  had  also  fair  shooting. 
Messrs.  S.  and  A.  White  got  good  fishing ;  the  Kev. 
H.  Hibbard,  Dr.  Hibbard,  and  Mr.  Blanford  had  capital 
sport  with  rod  and  gun ;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Drewry  got 
good  sport  with  rod  and  gun,  his  largest  fish  scaling  191b. 
The  lakes  are  very  low,  as  we  have  had  no  rain  for 
the  past  three  months.  A  little  rain  would  much 
improve  sport.  —  P.  Healy,  The  Angler's  Hotel, 
Pontoon. 

Lough  Curraue,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

Sport  has  been  good  on  favourable  days  on  Lough 
Currane  with  sea  and  brown  trout.  On  Monday,  Major 
Gay  had  fifteen  sea-trout;  Mr.  Dale  and  friend,  a 
dozen;  Mr.  Gordon  Griffith,  ten;  Colonel  Carruthers, 
ten.  These  gentlemen  had,  in  addition,  all  nice  dishes 
of  sizeable  brown  trout.  Other  anglers  out  had  also 
good  sport.  Many  of  the  sea-trout  taken  had  sea-lice 
attached  to  them.  On  the  upper  lakes  sport  has  been 
generally  of  a  good  description,  several  takes  of  a 
dozen  and  over  of  sea-trout  being  had,  besides  large 
numbers  of  brown  trout.  The  season  closed  on  Oct  15. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Moume  (Newtownstewart,  co.  Tyrone).— The 

Mourne  closed  on  Oct.  10  with  the  water  very  low, 
and  plenty  of  fish  in  all  the  reaches,  but  they  were 
sulky.  In  the  closing  days  Mr.  Lumley  killed  three 
fish,  and  Mr.  Stack  seven  from  61b.  to  91b.  About 
Omagh  also  some  fish  were  killed  in  the  closing  days. 
The  season  does  not  re-open  till  April  1,  1903. — 
J.  A.  B, 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Trout  fishing  closed  on  both  river  and  lakes 
on  Oct.  15.  Mr.  Pierce  had  thirteen  trout,  lljlb., 
and  four  jack,  largest  171b.  ;  Mr.  Scott  had  three  jack, 
largest  191b. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconuell). — River  still  continues 
very  low.  This  season  has  been  the  driest  on  record. 
A  very  big  stock  of  fish  in  the  river.  On  Doonass, 
Mr.  Vansittart  got  three  fish,  weighing  201b.,  61b.,  and 
71b. ;  Mr.  H.  B.  Daglish,  on  Hermitage  water,  had  six 
fish,  13|lb.,  13Jlb.,  51b.,  61b.,  31Jlb.,  and  42|lb. ;  on 
the  Castle  fishery.  Major  Ballard  got  one  of  6^1b. ;  on 
the  Prospect  water  the  fisherman  hooked  one  of  4Jlb. 
— John  Enright  and  Son. 

SWISS  REPORT. 

Veytaux  (Oct.  13). — The  close  season  commenced 
with  this  month,  so  there  is  no  fishing  to  note,  but  the 
great  flood  which  occurred,  for  a  time  obliterating 
most  of  the  Stockalper  water,  during  my  absence,  may 
have  either  a  serious,  or  perchance  a  beneficial,  effect 
upon  this  stream.  The  Rhone,  as  recorded  in  Eoglish 
papers,  burst  its  banks  or  levt'e  near  Vionar  and  Vouvry, 
and,  like  other  large  rivers  occupying  a  self-raised 
bed,  it  inundated  the  whole  of  the  lower-lying 
ground  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains  on  the 
west  side  of  the  valley  to  a  great  depth,  as  far 
as  the  Porte  du  Scex  and  les  Evouettes,  a  few 
kilometres  from  where  the  Upper  Rhone  races  into  Lao 
Leman,  not  far  from  Bouveret.  The  Stockalper 
Bridge,  at  Vouvry  railway  station,  was  washed  away, 
and  another  also,  close  to  the  picturesque,  ancient, 
fortified  gendarmerie  attached  to  the  Porte  du  Scex, 
the  old  gateway  on  "  Napoleon's  Road,"  where  this 
passes  the  Vaud  Frontier  into  Valais.  Both  the  arch- 
way and  the  rest  of  the  building  were  undermined  and 
reduced  to  a  ruinous  condition ;  albeit  the  old  wooden 
Pont  du  Scex,  crossing  the  Rhone,  with  its  quaint 
wooden  walls  and  covered  way,  still  exists,  standing 
where  it  has  done  for  between  seventy  and  eighty 
years,  perhaps  longer,  close  to  the  gendarmerie  : — 
"  Here  Valais'  frontiers  march  with  Vaud, 
There  Monthey  faces  Bex  ; 
And  here  the  Rhone  rolls  broad  below 
The  Porte  du  Scex ; 

While  by  his  side  at  staider  pace 

Stockalper  winds  about, 
His  waters  splashed  from  place  to  place 

With  rising  trout." 

—["Echoes  from  the  Lake"  by  T.  Armstrong  White, 
Lausaime,  1900.) 
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The  Swiss  being  pastmasters  in  engineering,  got  rid 
of  the  flood  by  opening  a  new  passage  for  it  into 
the  Rhone  in  the  vicinity  of  the  old  wooden  bridge, 
and  the  inundated  part  of  Valais  is  now  again  com- 
paratively dry,  but  desolate,  the  crops  being  lost, 
except  some  potatoes  salved  from  the  mud.  What  the 
final  efiect  may  be  with  regard  to  the  fishing  remains 
to  be  seen  next  season.  After  the  floods  had  subsided 
the  Colonel  visited  the  scene  of-the  disaster  before  the 
season  closed,  and  caught  five  or  six  trout  of  takeable 
size,  but  found  the  going  very  soft  and  sUcky.  Good 
accounts  of  the  improvements  at  Mr.  Robinson's 
fishing-grounds,  near  Sierre,  and  the  progress  of  his 
new  hatchery,  come  down  the  valley,  so  that  we  have 
hopeful  prospects  and  liberal  conditions  to  look  forward 
to  in  that  direction.  — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — On  Oct.  11  the  sea  was  too  rough  for 
boat  anglers.  Oct.  12,  calm  sea,  and  over  twenty  boats 
off  the  Kemptown  shore.  Silver  whiting  have  come 
in,  and  good  sport  has  been  had.  Markwick,  the 
Kemptown  boatman,  with  three  anglers,  took  over 
eighty  fish  the  other  day — silver  whiting,  plaice,  dabs, 
and  gurnet— off  Sussex  Sijuara  grouad.  Oct.  13  and 
14.  sea  too  rough  for  boat  angling ;  and  to-day  (Oct.  15) 
a  gale,  and  very  rough  sea  from  the  west. — H. 

Burnham-oii-CroTicli. — There  are  still  plenty  of 
fish  in  the  river.  On  Oct.  11,  Captain  Quint,  friend, 
and  self  caught  153  fish  ;  on  the  12th,  46 ;  on  tha  13th, 
117.  The  best  of  the  fish  were  caught  in  the  Ness 
Hole.  On  Tuesday,  Messrs.  Preston,  Ward  and  friends, 
fishing  the  Ness  Hole,  had  175  fish,  various,  one  large 
flounder  and  two  dabs,  all  caught  in  Cooper's  boats. 
Cooper  had  a  party  of  two  out  on  Oct.  12,  their  united 
take  being  127  good  fish.  Other  boats  out  also  had 
good  takes  of  fish,  and  one  and  all  appeared  to  be  well 
satisfied  with  their  sport.  This  week-end  will  not  be 
suitable  for  anglers.  Messrs.  T.  Deacock,  H.  Deacock, 
and  C.  Soott  landed  sixty  whiting  on  Oct.  9,  although 
the  weather  was  far  from  being  "  ideal "  for  sea  fishing. 
— J.  Weight. 

Deal. — Although  the  weather  has  been  very  un- 
settled, some  grand  takes  of  fish  have  been  landed  by 
those  who  have  ventured  out.  Oct.  12,  wind  N.N.E  , 
strong,  with  nasty  sea,  threatening  first  part  of 
day  and  calming  down  later  on,  and  few  boats  ven- 
tured out.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  K.  Summsrs  and  two 
friends  landed  with  the  grand  total  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty  whiting,  while  other  boats  had 
decent  takes.  Monday,  Oct.  13,  wind  S.S.W.,  strong 
sea,  choppy.  Mr.  G.  R.  Clarke,  four  and  a  half  score  ; 
Mr.  E.  J.  Wickham,  B.S.A.S.,  fishing  with  W.  Baker, 
four  score  fifteen  whiting— good.  On  Oct.  14  the  same 
gentleman  had  five  score  nine  whitiug,  two  codling 


(lOf  lb,),  and  ten  dog-fish.  Mr.  T.  Loftus,  fishing  with 
H.  Brown,  from  Oct.  6  to  14;  took  one  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  whiting,  eighty-threa  flat-fish,  fourteen 
codling,  five  pollack,  and  three  dog-fish.  Wednesday, 
Oct.  15,  S.W.,  strong,  and  looking  u^ly.  Only  three 
boats  out,  and  myself  with  another  gentleman  ;  but 
owing  to  the  wind  increasing  to  a  gale,  and  heavy 
ground  swell,  we  returned  to  tha  shore  with  only  fivs 
dabs  and  three  whiting.  Should  this  rough  weathar 
settle  down  in  all  probability  we  shall  have  grand 
sport,  as  there  are  several  different  kinds  of  fish  now  on 
the  grounds. — Edwaed  Hangbb  (B.S.A.S). 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Very  little  sport  has  recently 
been  experienced  by  pier  anglers,  especially  by  day-  ! 
light,  though  a  few  individual  catches  have  to  be  \ 
recorded.  On  Oct.  10,  Mr.  Alfred  Stevens  landed  a  j 
61b.  cod,  and  about  two  score  of  of  codling  and  flat-fish 
were  also  taken.  The  11th  witnessed  somewhat  better 
sport  with  plaice,  codling,  and  pollack,  "  Kingfisher" 
landing  five  of  the  latter,  the  largest  scaling  21b. 
During  evening  hours  some  good  codling  (largest  2Jlb.) 
came  to  hand,  in  addition  to  a  few  score  of  whiting. 
Very  good  results  were  obtained  early  on  the  morning 
of  the  12th,  but  the  rest  of  the  day  proved  almost  a 
blank.  A  41b  lobster  and  a  21b.  plaice  were  included 
in  Mr.  Glen's  day's  catch.  The  13th  saw  a  large 
number  of  well-known  fishers  in  evidence,  including 
Mrs.  Hussey,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Couzens,  and  Messrs. 
Woodhead,  Waddell,  Theaker,  Miskin,  Igglesden, 
Gilbertson,  Grubb,  Pickup,  Collins,  Burnett,  Philips, 
Loftus,  Clark,  DoUond,  Thomas,  and  Soward.  Sovaral 
good  creels  of  flat-fish  ware  made  in  the  course  of  the 
afternoon,  and  the  night's  catch  of  whiting  was  above 
the  average.  Fresh  arrivals  on  the  14th  included  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Smyth  and  Mr.  Grimer,  but  the  strong 
wind  marred  sport,  and  little  was  done  by  anyone.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Ward,  while  bottom  fishing,  secured  a  shapely 
21b.  pollack,  and  a  few  small  silver  eels  were  also 
taken ;  Mr.  Gilbertson  landed  a  good  sample  of 
whiting  in  the  evening,  his  largest  fish  weighing  IJlb. ; 
and  Mr.  Stevens  had  a  small  cod  of  4lb.  6oz.  The 
15th  opened  very  squally,  and  early  morning  rodsters 
did  but  little,  nor  was  much  improvement  to  be  noted 
throughout  the  day.  More  flat-fish  than  usual  were 
caught,  but  the  general  run  of  them  was  small. — 
J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S ). 

Eastbourne. — -The  present  is  the  very  best  time  of 
the  year  for  bass  fishing  at  Beachy  Head,  and  all 
lovers  of  the  highest  class  of  sea  angling  should  try 
this  part  of  the  coast  on  any  calm  day.  I  had  a 
splendid  catch  in  the  early  morning  of  Oct.  8, 
twenty-one  bass  weighing  361b.,  best  fish  over  51b.,  and 
others  of  31b.  lOoz.,  31b  ,  three  of  2Jlb.  each,  and  two 
more  of  21b.  each.  The  seventeen  bast  fish  ran  from 
5lb.  to  lib.  each  ;  total  weight,  331b.  How  can  one  be 
satisfied  with  dabs  and  whiting  when  these  sportive 
fish  may  be  caught  with  spinning  baits,  such  as 
minnows,  sand-eels,  and  Challengers? — J.  W.  S. 

Powey  (Cornwall). — The  fishing  has  not  baen 
very  good  during  the  past  week,  owing  to  the  stormy 
weather  from  the  east  and  west.  A  fesv  mackerel, 
pollack,  and  bream  have  been  taken. — H. 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards. — Very  little  has 
been  done  this  week,  owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of 
thi  weather.    On  Oct.  12,  Mr.  Muir,  out  with  Adams,  I 
had  nineteen  score  of  whiting  and  dabs  ;  the  whiting 
were  very  fine,  average  weight  IJlb.    Mr.  Baimer  and 
friends,  from  boat,  secured  a  nice  bag  of  fifteen  score. 
On  Oct.  13,  Mr.  Hittemore,  of  tha  Albion  Hotel,  eight  ' 
and  a  half  score  of  good  fish.    I  noticed  several  of  the 
boatmen  had  a  good  show  of  whiting  and  codling. 
Anglers  on  the  piers  have  met  with  poor  sport  this 
week,  but  when  tha  weather  moderates — better  luck.  { 
Good  sport  has  been  had  with  congers,  fishing  from 
the  beach  at  night,  fish  up  to  91b.  being  taken. 
Oct.  15,  strong  south-westerly  wind,  heavy  sea,  with 
rain  ;  no  prospects  unless  weather  moderates.  On 


Wednesday  next,  Oct.  22,  the  Angling  Association  hold 
a  competition  at  Dungeness. — A. 

Ramsgate. — Intending  anglers  will  ba  glad  to  know 
that  the  landing  stages  on  the  East  Pier  are  now 
available  for  the  autumn  fishing.  The  fishing  from 
the  West  Pier  has  considerably  improved.  Mr.  Birkett 
had  a  good  take  on  Oct.  10  of  fifteen  pollack,  and  a 
weaver  which  he  spotted  in  time.  Mr.  Solly  has  been 
lucky  with  silver  eals,  and  others  have  had  fair  strings 
of  whiting,  pollack,  and  dabs.  Tha  boats  have  also 
done  wall,  but  the  strong  westerly  winds  have  made 
fishing  in  the  bay  uncomfortable,  and  on  some  days 
impossible.    Wiad  south-west,  blowing  hard. — -Geev 

MULLETT. 

Scarborough. — We  have  had  very  rough  weather 
here  for  the  past  week  or  so — too  rough  for  boat 
angling;  but  pier  anglers  hava  been  having  good  sport 
with  "  billet "  (two  or  three  year  old  codfish),  codling, 
and  flat-fish.  Silver  whiting  are  still  in  the  bay. 
The  Scotoh  herring  fleet  have  left  for  Yarmouth. — H, 

South-wold, — The  sport  has  been  as  good  as  could 
ba  expected,  both  from  boats  and  from  tha  pier.  A 
good  catch  was  made  from  a  boat  by  Mr.  Pendrey, 
who  had  a  large  quantity  of  all  sorts  of  fish.  The 
largest  was  a  cod  weighing  181b.  I  noticed  that  this 
fish  was  in  exceptionally  fine  condition  and  must 
have  given  good  sport.  On  Oct.  10,  Mr.  Raeve,  fishing 
from  the  pier-head,  caught  over  one  hundred  fish; 
the  largest  was  a  codling,  5Jlb.,  and  a  conger,  2Jlb. 
The  other  fish  were  whiting,  dabs,  and  flounders.  The 
whiting  are  very  good — I  have  seen  some  exceptionally 
fine  ones.  I  hava  had  good  sport  myself,  averaging 
fifty  on  each  of  four  evenings  last  week;  Wednesday 
(Oct.  8)  was  good— I  had  fifty-three  fish.  There  were 
forty-three  whiting,  six  dabs,  and  four  codling.  I 
notice  several  strangers  among  our  anglers  this  year 
as  wall  as  an  increase  among  our  local  men,  and  I 
have  no  doubt,  as  Southwold  gets  better  known  as  a 
fishing  resort,  a  great  many  more  will  be  added  to  the 
list  of  Southwold  sea  anglers.  In  your  article  on 
Southwold  fishing  by  Mr.  Amphlett,  one  part  is  a 
trifle  misleading.  He  says  Southwold  is  thirteen 
miles  from  Halesworth  Junction ;  this  should  be 
nine  miles,  and  the  journey  takes  only  thirty-seven 
minutes. — R.  J.  Canova,  73,  High-street,  Southwold. 

Walmer. — There  is  very  little  to  report  this  week, 
as  most  of  tha  anglers,  owing,  doubtless,  to  the  un- 
certainty of  the  weather,  have  left.  Those  out  on 
Oct.  11  and  12  did  fairly  well,  particularly  on  the  first 
of  these  days.  Subsequently  sport  was  not  good.  Her- 
rings are  still  very  scarce.  The  Shamrock  on  Tuesday 
night  landed  200— up  to  now  the  largest  catch  of  the 
season;  the  other  boats  out  did  but  poorly — from  none 
at  all  to  fifty.  The  mackerel  seem  to  have  departed, 
but  with  wind  off  shore  may  return.  Weather  pro- 
spects for  week-end  doubtful.  At  the  time  of  writing 
ttiere  is  a  strong  south-west  wind,  almost  a  gale, 
blowing,  with  furious  rain  squalls.  The  south  cone 
is  hoisted,  but  as  the  barometer  is  fairly  high  it  is 
possible,  if  not  probable,  that  these  conditions  are 
only  temporary,  and  that  a  speedy  improvement  may 
be  looked  for,  and  then  sport  should  be  good. — 
Charles  Hussey  (B.S.A.S.). 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — On  favourable  days  fine 
sport  has  been  had,  principally  with  whiting.  On  one 
day  recently  four  local  anglers  took  one  hundred  and 
fifoy  whiting,  thirteen  bream,  twelve  scad,  and  five 
miscellaneous  fish.  Pollack  are  still  numerous  close 
inshore,  and  four  anglers  in  one  day  took  eighteen  of 
these  fish  in  about  three  hours.  Mackerel  are  around 
in  good  numbers. — T.  J.  D. 

Weymouth, — The  weather  here  has  not  been  at  all 
good  for  fishing  during  the  past  week.  We  have  had 
it  at  times  very  boisterous.  A  goodly  number  of 
mackerel,  pollack,  and  bass,  however,  have  bean  taken 
at  the  Breakwater,  also  a  few  mullet.  The  bass  are 
now  coming  up  the  harbour  nicely,  and  soma  good- 


FISH  FOOD„FOR  FISH. 

is  now  well  established  on  most  of  the  Fish  Farms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  is  admittedly  the 
best  food  for  SALMON,  TROUT,  and  all  DOMESTICATED  and  RIVER  FISH. 


IT  DOESZrNOT  FOUL 
THE  tWATER.i 


It  does   not  become  disin- 
tegrated when  fed. 

MANUFACTURED     IN  THREE 

C;u/ia''e  I'aid  in  England  and  Wales. 


SIZSS. 

Scotland :  Carriage  to  Carlisle. 


THE  FISH  EAT  IT  WITH 
AVIDITY,  AND  RELISH 
THRIVE  WELL 
ON  IT. 

pei*  cwt. 


AND 


I*IIICE  15s. 

Ireland  :  Carriage  Paid  to  Liverpool 
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sized  fish  were  taken  on  Oct.  14.  Pollack  have  not  been 
so  well  on  the  feed  the  past  week,  for  I  have  had  but 
very  few  ;  but  what  I  did  get  were  fish  of  nice  size  and 
in  good  condition.  The  tides  are  now  rising  and  some 
good  fishing  ought  to  be  had,  but  the  weather  is 
against  it ;  strong  S.W.  winds  and  rain  are  now  with 

us.  — A.  G.  ROWELL. 


JlssoctaHons 

(Sfboial  Meetinqb). 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  monthy  delegate  meeting  will  bo  held  on 
Monday  next,  Oct.  20,  at  8  p.m.  Will  delegates  please 
make  an  effort  to  be  present  early.  There  is  not 
much  business  to  be  transacted,  and  a  late  at- 
tendant may  find  that  he  is  too  late  to  assist  in 
matters  appertaining  to  his  own  interest. — R.  G. 
Woodruff. 

No.  2  District  Visiting  List — 

The  next  visit  takes  place  on  Monday,  Oct.  20,  at 
the  Convivial  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
21,  Goswell-road,  E.C.    All  A.A.  delegates,  please 
note. — Bbn  Abrahams  (V.  0.). 
ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

The  committee  met  on  Friday,  Oct.  10,  when  one 
application  was  considered  and  a  grant  made.  May 
I  again  appeal  to  club  secretaries  to  send  me  more 
names ;  the  demand  for  tickets  is  very  poor.  Am 
glad  to  say  I  have  had  the  privilege  of  enrolling 
Messrs.  Arthur  B.  Marston  and  Cyril  P.  Marston  as 
life  members.  The  fee  for  being  entered  in  this 
glorious  list,  which  includes  the  names  of  most  of 
the  prominent  gentlemen  in  the  angling  world  for 
twenty  years  past,  is  only  one  guinea. — W.  H.  Barber, 
secretary,  9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush. 


City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society — 

At  the  meeting  which  preceded  the  Exhibition  of 
Books  on  Angling,  etc.,  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  A. 
Taylor  presided.  Several  reports  of  fishing  results 
were  made,  including  Mr.  Fosbrooke  (from  the  Mole), 
roach  and  bream  ;  Mr.  Begernie,  a  few  small  jack  ; 
Messrs.  Dryden  and  Holland  (with  two  friends),  at 
Burnham,  a  total  of  about  ten  score  whiting,  the 
last-mentioned  (Mr.  H.)  having  the  largest  catch  ; 
Messrs.  Beamont,  Gilbert,  and  a  friend  exhibited  a 
nice  catch  of  some  110  whiting,  dabs,  etc.,  also  from 
Burnham  ;  Mr.  Warne  gave  his  experiences  whilst 
fishing  in  Ireland,  Yorkshire,  etc.,  his  captures 
including  pike  of  211b.  and  18f  lb.,  besides  others ; 
Dr.  Ladell  again  reported  good  sport  in  the  west ; 
and  many  good  fish  were  also  mentioned  (jack,  roach, 
dace,  perch,  and  chub)  as  taken  by  various  other 
members.  The  exhibition  of  books  was  a  phenomenal 
one,  a  veritable  embodiment  of  the  "  Bibliotheka 
Piscatoria,"  an  embarrassing  abundance  of  books 
being  shown,  from  the  tiny  "Walton"  just  issued 
by  Messrs.  Methuen  to  the  fine  and  imposing  Lea 
and  Dove  Edition  of  Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  &  Co.  Every  branch  of  the  sport  was 
well  in  literary  evidence.  All  authors  of  recent 
times,  together  with  the  latest  issues,  were  alike  to 
be  seen,  whilst  of  the  writers  of  ancient  days — 
Oppian,  Plutarch,  and  others — were  (if  not  per- 
sonally) present  in  the  printed  copies  of  their  works. 
Following  sequentially  were  works  of  the  Younger 
Antiquity,  as  it  may  be  termed,  such  as  the  "  Boke 
of  St.  Albans,"  of  which  there  were  several  fine 
reprints  exhibited,  "Secrets  of  Angling,"  "Barker's 
Delight,"  and  many  other  works  well  known  to  the 
literary  votary  of  fishing.  The  books  lent  came 
from  many  sources,  the  largest  exhibited  being  that 
by  the  hon.  librarian,  Mr.  Dryden,  who  supplemented 
the  society's  collection  by  an  immense  loan  from 
his  own  library,  including  many  tall  folios.  Messrs. 
Sampson  Low  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  made  a  grand  exhibit  (as 
only  such  a  firm  could  do)  of  many  fine  works.  The 
publishing  house  of  Horace  Cox,  Field,  and  Upoott 
Gill  also  sending  (severally)  nice  collections  of  their 
angling  books.  Of  the  other  exhibitors  may  be 
mentioned  a  large  and  very  fine  selection  from  Mr. 
B.  Davison,  Mr.  Bentley  also  sending  many  books  ; 
Mr.  G.  Hoyle  had  a  table  crowded  with  choice 
examples  of  the  literature  of  fly  fishing,  etc.  ;  Mr. 
A.  R.  Matthews,  Anglers'  News,  brought  up  two 
scrap-books  crammed  full  of  choice  subjects ;  Mr. 
Beamont,  Mr.  Fosbrooke,  Mr.  Williment,  and  others 
also  lent  valuable  works,  not  forgetting  Mr.  Hurren, 
who  not  only  exhibited  three  nice  volumes,  but 
preBented  them  to  the  society,  being  duly  thanked  for 
the  gift.  Itis  impossible  to  mention  furtheritems;  they 
were  so  numerous,  but  mention  must  be  specially  made 
(amongst  the  prints,  pictures,  etc.)  of  a  fine  oil- 
painting,  exhibitei  by  Mr.  Ham,  besides  a  valuable 
piscatorial  work  in  the  literary  department.  Votes 
of  thanks  to  all  who  had  contributed  to  the  exhibi- 
tion, followed  by  the  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast,  together 
with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  brought  to  a 
conclusion  what  was  certainly  a  delightful  evening 
to  the  literary  angler. 


Gbesham  Angling  Society — 

At  the  ordinary  meeting  of  the  society  on  Tuesday 
last  Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  occupied  the  chair.  Mr. 
M.  Davies  reported  that  steps  are  in  progress  to 
make  fishable  the  upper  water  at  Kelvedon,  and 
when  this  work  is  completed  the  lower  stretches 
will  be  proceeded  with.  The  following  fishing 
reports  were  received: — Mr.  Reid,  with  a  friend, 
eight  score  whiting  from  Burnham  and  ten  score 
whiting  from  Deal.  Messrs.  Gill  and  Connellan  fish- 
ing at  Burnham,  whiting.  The  weather  here  was  fine, 
but  their  takes  were  rather  small.  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred, 
at  Leigh,  181b.  of  plaice  and  fiounders,  some  of  good 
size.  Mr.  Scott,  Leigh,  201b.  plaice  and  flounders.  The 
tides  at  Leigh  are  unsuitable  for  this  week  end,  but 
will  be  right  next  week.  High  water  at  London 
Bridge,  Saturday,  Oct.  25,  7.5G  a.m.  It  was  with 
very  great  regret  that  the  meeting  was  informed  of 
the  death  of  our  esteemed  member,  Mr,  T.  Gibson, 
who  died  the  day  previously.  A  letter  of  condolence 
has  been  sent  to  his  family,  and  also  one  to  Mr. 
G.  A.  Maull,  who,  we  regret  to  hear,  has  recently 
suffered  the  loss  of  his  wife.  These  two  sad  events 
cast  quite  a  gloom  over  the  subsequent  proceedings. 
A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  brought  the  meet- 
ing to  a  close. — F.  E.  Eldbed,  Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society — 

A  large  number  of  members  attended  at  our  first 
meeting  at  our  new  headquarters  on  Oct.  15,  when 
Mr.  P.  J.  Hudd  occupied  the  chair.  Some  routine 
business  was  run  through,  and  an  entertainment 
committee  appointed  to  arrange  the  programme  for 
the  ensuing  six  months.  During  the  evening  pretty 
shows  of  roach  were  exhibited  by  Messrs.  S.  Stone, 
T.  Stone,  P.  J.  Jagels,  and  P.  Berry.  Other  members 
reporting  fish  since  last  meeting  were  Messrs.  J. 
Parsons,  roach ;  J.  E.  Clements,  perch,  chub,  and 
small  pike,  and  a  brace  of  nice  trout  (returned)  from 
our  Berkshire  fishery.  Messrs.  J.  Potter,  roach ;  J. 
C.  Webb,  perch ;  A.  J.  Hersant,  jack :  all  from  the 
Lea.  After  the  toast  of  "  Prosperity  to  the  Society  " 
had  been  enthusiastically  honoured,  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chair  closed  the  meeting. — G.  W.,  Bedford 
Head  Hotel,  Bsdford-square. 

Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers — 

The  annual  whiting  match  was  fished  on 
Oct.  11  in  the  river  Orwell,  under  most  un- 
pleasant climatic  conditions.  There  were  eleven 
competitors.  The  presence  of  a  shoal  of  porpoises 
did  not  improve  the  prospect  for  good  baskets,  but 
still  the  respectable  total  of  476  fish  were  placed 
upon  the  table  at  the  conclusion  of  the  match,  and 
it  is  worthy  of  record  that  the  size  is  this  year 
much  above  the  average,  as  not  one  undersized  fish 
(eight-inch  limit)  was  taken  during  the  day.  The 
first  prize  was  secured  by  Mr.  E.  Stewart  with 
seventy,  the  second  fell  to  Mr.  T.  A.  F.  Crisp  for 
forty-two,  and  third  to  Mr.  E.  J.  King  for  thirty- 
seven.  Unfortunately,  the  two  competitors  who 
would  have  been  second  and  third,  with  fifty  and 
forty-nine  respectively,  exceeded  the  time  limit, 
and  were  disqualified.  The  spscial  prize,  Tate's 
patent  reel,  presented  by  the  inventor,  offered  for 
the  best  tray  of  six  whiting,  was  secured  by  the 
hon.  secretary  (Mr.  H.  C.  Westgate)  with  31b.  7foz. ; 
Mr.  G.  W.  Bailey  being  next  with  31b.  6Joz. ;  Mr. 
E.  J.  King,  31b.  6oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Buckitt,  31b.  2ioz. ; 
Mr.  E.  Stewart,  21b.  15|oz. ;  Mr.  C.  P.  Warner, 
21b.  10|oz  ;  Mr.  C.  F.  Lambert,  21b.  iOfoz. ;  and 
Mr.  A.  E.  Sparks,  21b.  9Joz.  Several  dabs,  plaice, 
and  eel-pouts  were  also  taken.  The  best  catches 
were  made  between  Pin  Mill  and  Butterman's  Bay, 
but  the  largest  fish  were  taken  in  Stratton  Bight. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society — 

Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  presided  on  Monday  evening 
over  a  good  meeting.  Some  successful  angling 
expeditions  were  recorded  by  the  vice-presi- 
dent, Mr.  H.  H.  Brown.  This  gentleman  had 
been  to  private  water  in  Hampshire  on  two  occa- 
sions, aad  each  time  had  basketed  six  brace  of 
fine  grayling  up  to  lib.  Soz.  in  weight.  Several 
brace  of  trout  had  also  been  landed  and  returned. 
Mr.  C.  Butler  had  also  been  grayling  fishing,  and 
had  had  fair  sport.  Things  had  been  particularly 
quiet  on  the  Colne,  but  at  Newbury  matters  had 
been  brighter.  Mr.  H.  W.  Ansell  took  in  the  Kennet 
there  some  good  roach  and  a  small  pike,  and  Mr.  T.  H. 
Bacon  had  a  nice  bag  of  roach,  some  of  the  fish  going 
over  lib.  Mr.  Frank  Ward,  in  a  private  part  of  the 
same  river,  took  a  number  of  dace  with  the  fly.  It  is 
worthy  of  note  that  there  has  of  late  been  on  several 
days  splendid  rises  of  Pale  Olives,  and,  a  few  weeks 
since,  of  big  sedges  on  the  Uxbridge  water.  This 
would  seem  to  give  hope  for  the  success  of  the 
experiment  which  is  being  tried  there  of  establish- 
ing the  May  Fly  by  means  of  the  introduction  of 
eggs.  These  were  put  down  many  months  ago,  and 
it  is  anticipated  that,  if  alligoes  well,  the  May  Ply 
should  bo  seen  next  season. — Hon.  Sec. 


South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List — 
The  Stookwell  Angling  Society  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing last  started  the  winter  season  for  visits  by 
receiving  the  members  of  the  clubs  affiliated  to  the 
above.  An  excellent  programme  was  provided. 
The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade.  Seven- 
tean  clubs  were  represented. — A.  G.  Smith,  Hon.  Scs. 

British  Sea-Anglers'  Society — 

On  W ednesday  last,  Mr.  E.  M.  Mallett  in  the  chair, 
after  the  usual  business  had  been  transacted,  Mr.  P. 
G.  Aflalo  gave  the  members  his  promised  paper 
upon  "  Sea  Angling."  In  his  usual  fluent  and 
polished  style,  he  commenced  by  disclaiming  any 
desire  to  dogmatise  upon  a  subject  which  he  des- 
cribed as  being,  in  reality,  a  hundred  subjects  in  one, 
wishing  only  to  provoke  such  healthy  discussion  as 
was  really  needed  in  dealing  with  the  subject.  The 
sport  of  sea-fishing  occupied  a  very  different  position 
now  to  what  it  did  some  ten  years  ago  when 
the  society  was  formed,  and  in  the  bettering 
of  that  position  the  action  of  this  society  had 
certainly  had  its  share  in  bringing  about  the 
result.  The  abundance  and  variety  of  fish  in  the 
sea,  coupled  with  the  converse  of  these  conditions  in 
our  lakes  and  rivers,  was  no  doubt  a  main  cause,  the 
all  round  variety  of  the  game  counting  for  much. 
Moreover,  fishing  in  the  sea  was  both  cheap  and 
health  giving.  Mr.  Aflalo  then  gave  one  of  his 
controversial  suggestions,  attacking  the  specially 
made  sea  rod,  which  he  described  as  being  excellent 
for  raising  hundredweight  skates  at  Ballycotton, 
but  quite  out  of  place  in  the  capture  of  codling, 
whiting,  and  bass.  For  these  and  for  mackerel 
a  light  trout  rod  was  the  correct  thing,  with  fine 
tackle  and  small  lead  cheating  the  fishes  in  the 
shallowest  and  clearest  of  water,  much  better  than 
hauling  them  from  great  depths  on  tackle  that 
cannot  break.  He  then  described  the  excellence 
of  fishing  in  estuaries,  the  boat  drifting  slowly  up 
the  rivers,  held  up  by  an  occasional  dip  of  the  oars, 
and  compared  it  with  the  pursuit  of  pollack  in 
deep  water  five  or  ten  miles  from  land,  and  the 
conger  fishing  at  night,  railing  for  mackerel,  pier 
fishing  for  grey  mullet  were  all  described.  A 
second  subject  of  contention  was  then  started  by 
his  statement  that  there  are  occasions  on  which  a 
well-manipulated  handline  gives  very  excellent 
amusement  and  catches  more  fish  than  a  rod  of 
any  kind — a  dozen  feet  of  single  gut  at  the  end  of  a 
handline  requires  in  proportion  more  skilful  and 
more  sportsmanlike  handling  to  save  a  big  fish. 
And  then  a  lively  discussion  arose,  the  rod  having 
its  vigorous  defenders — Messrs.  A.  W.  Parker, 
F.  W.  Norman,  Summers,  Watkins,  and  Gordon 
stoutly  defending  the  rod,  Messrs.  Holbrow  and 
others  admitting  that  under  some  circum- 
stances the  use  of  the  handline  was  preferable. 
The  difference  between  the  smooth  water  fishing  in 
estuaries  and  rivers  and  the  roll  and  tumble  of  what 
it  was  urged  was  more  properly  sea-fishing  was 
dwelt  upon  strongly,  and  was  held  to  account  for 
much  of  the  differences  of  opinions  held  by  members 
present.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Aflalo  for 
his  paper  was  proposed  by ;;Mr.  Conellan,  seconded  by 
Mr.  A.  W.  Parker,  and  carried  unanimously.  Mr. 
Aflalo  replied  in  suitable  terms,  and  a  lively  meet- 
ing ended  vrith  the  usual  toast  and  thanks  to  the 
chair.  It  was  announced  that  the  rules  for  the 
November  competition  at  Deal  had  been  posted  to 
all  members. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

5,394.  Patentee:  S.  Allcock  (trading  as  AUcook  & 
Co.),  Standard  Works,  Redditch.  Reels 
and  winches,  rod.  The  drum  proper  is 
retained  upon  its  spindle  by  a  plate  hinged 
to  the  drum,  and  adapted  to  pass  into  a 
slot  and  engage  with  an  annular  groove  in 
the  spindle.  'This  spindle  may  be  made 
hollow,  with  apertures  through  which  pro- 
ject arms,  on  the  end  of  a  screw  fitted  with 
a  thumb-nut.  When  the  screw  is  forced  in, 
the  arms  divide  against  a  cone,  and  are 
thus  forced  out  against  the  sleeve  to  act  as 
a  brake. 


The  Times  of  Oct.  14,  1802,  contained  the  follow- 
ing : — One  of  the  Dover  innkeepers  lately  complained 
to  a  French  gentleman  that  his  house  was  greatly 
infested  with  rats,  and  that  he  would  willingly  give  a 
considerable  sum  to  get  rid  of  them,  was,  on  the 
following  morning  (and  after  the  Frenchman  had 
received  his  bill),  accosted  by  him,  "  Sure,  I  shall  tell 
you  vich  way  you  shall  get  rid  of  de  rat."  "  I  will  be 
obliged  very  much  to  you  if  you  can,"  replied  the 
landlord.  "Veil,  den,  only  charge  de  rat  as  you 
charge  mo,  and  I  vill  be — well  '  blowed '  if  de  rat  ever 
come  to  your  house  again." 
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He  hath  no  leisure  ivho  uses  it  nut. 


A  VERY  efficient  and  elegant  method  of  dyeing  gut 
for  angling  purposes,  writes  "  Truthful  Tommy,"  is 
to  immerse  it  for  a  few  minutes  in  the  new  dye 
hydrotriamidodimethylphenylacridine.  This  is  an 
amidohenzoflavine,  and  is  prepared  by  transforming 
the  nitrotetramidoditolylphenylmethan  of  amidodito- 
lylphenylmethan  into  pentaamidodtolylphenylmethan. 
It  is  better,  however,  to  purchase  it  ready  for  use,  as 
the  process  is  patented,  and  you  have  to  go  to  the 
chemists  so  early  in  the  morning  to  get  out  the  name 
of  the  ingredients  before  the  shop  closes  for  the  night, 
and,  besides,  a  good  many  chemists,  especially  in 
country  places,  do  not  keep  these  ingredients  in  stock. 


The  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  Angling  Association 
have  Just  issued  the  October  number  of  the  Cljfl) 
Chronicle.  The  contents  are,  as  usual,  of  an  interest- 
ing nature,  more  particularly  to  members,  who  receive 
a  copy  free,  while  non-mombers  may  receive  a  copy 
post  free  for  Cd.  In  addition  to  the  "  Editor's  Note- 
Book  "  there  is  an  account  of  the  club  outings  and 
competitions  which  have  taken  place  during  July, 
August,  and  September ;  a  short  but  pithy  article  on 
"Trouting  in  Devon,"  by  "Pheasant  Tail";  and  a 
full  statement  regarding  the  forthcoming  Sea  Angling 
Festival,  which  bids  fair  to  become  an  unprecedented 
success.  Fuller  particulars  appear  on  page  272. 
***♦♦  + 

There  are  numerous  prizes  to  be  fished  for  (from 
Class  I.  to  Class  VI ).  In  addition  to  those  given  by 
the  Hastings  "  Festival  "  Committee  the  committee 
of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  offer  the  B.S.A. 
Society's  silver  medal  for  the  best  specimen  fish  taken 
during  the  "  Festival  "  of  not  less  weight  than  those 
specified  for  the  "  Sarcelle  Competition."  It  will  be 
noted  that  the  dates  are  Saturday,  Nov.  1,  Sunday, 
Nov.  2,  and  !Monday,  Nov.  3.  On  Nov.  .3  a  smoking 
concert  and  presentation  of  prizes  will  take  place  at 
the  Assembly  Eooms,  Castle  Hotel,  Hastings.  The 
chair  will  be  taken  at  eight  o'clock, 

***** 
The  South-Eastern  and  Chatham  and  London, 
Brighton,  and  South-Coast  Railway  Companies  are 
helping  to  make  this  "  Festival  "  a  success  by  granting 
reduced  fares,  and  by  special  arrangement  the  hon. 
sees,  are  enabled  to  furnish  competitors  with  a  voucher, 
upon  surrender  of  which,  at  the  booking  office  of  any 
of  the  stations  of  either  company,  return  tickets  (first, 
second,  or  third  class)  at  a  fare-and-a-quarter  the 
return  journey  (minimum  fare  Is.)  |will  be  issued, 
available  to  return  by  any  train  not  later  than  Tuesday, 
Nov.  i.  Competitors  who  wish  to  return  home,  and 
fish  again  on  the  second  or  third  day,  must  obtain 
fresh  vouchers  from  the  hon.  sees. 


Now,  this  is  very  good  of  the  "  companies."  I 
wish  the  L.B.  &  S.C.R.  could  see  their  way  to  be  as 
generous  to  sea  anglers  during  the  winter  months  as 
the  S.E.&C.R.  At  any  rate  London  anglers  should  be 
pleased  with  the  present  concessions,  and  ask  for 
"  more  "  in  the  future.  I  do  not  intend  to  fish  from 
the  piers,  but  have  engaged  a  boatman,  and  ordered 
my  lugs  at  4d.  per  dozen ;  and  hope  I  shall  not  need 
the  "Red  Cross  Boat,"  which,  in  the  event  of  the  sea 
being  a  little  bit  "  choppy,"  is  intended,  so  says  the 
Club  Chronicle,  to  convey  on  shore  any  competitor 
who  may  be  by  a  severe  attack  of  vial-cle-mer  rendered 
Jiors  de  combat  and  desirous  of  a  speedy  return  to  terra 
firma.    (Whoa  I) 

***** 

The  editor  has  a  happy  knack  of  putting  the  blue 
pencil  through  any  of  my  classic  misquotations,  such 
as  "  Mo7-cso's  rechurchy" — more's  the  pity— and  the 
"vasty  deep,"  which,  ho  says,  is  the  sea — see?  But  I 
still  mean  to  try  for  that  ^nt'cc  of  resistance,  the  silver 
challenge  cup  and  gold  medal,  and  I  can  only  say 
that  intending  competitors  will  receive  all  possible 
information  from  the  hard  working  secretaries,  Messrs. 
A.  A.  Bartram  and  H.  Dowsett,  10,  York  Buildings, 

Hastings.    Oh,  for  Nov.  1 1    I'm  years  old  on  the 

fifth. 


A  GENTLEMAN  recovering  from  an  attack  of  gastric 
catarrh  has  found  on  the  pier  at  Deal  nearly  one 
hundred  persons  suffering  from  the  effects  of  gas  sticky 
tar. 


The  following  is  from  the  American  Field : — "  Yes," 
said  the  Texan,  as  ho  stretched  his  ample  length  a  bit 
more  comfortably  in  his  lounging  chair,  "  those 
northers  do  strike  m  rather  suddenly  down  in  our 
state.  I  remember  a  fellow  who  lived  over  on  the 
edge  of  the  prairies,  and  he  used  to  say  tlicy  came 
'quicker  than  instantaneous.'  1  asked  him  one  day 
what  he  meant  by  that.  '  I'll  tell  you,'  said  he,  and 
then  he  went  on  to  give  me  this  story :  '  You  know  I 


I've  got  a  fish  pond  down  here  that  I've  stocked  with 
trout.  Well,  one  beautiful  day  last  January  the  air 
was  as  mild  and  soft  as  June  is  up  North,  and  the  fish 
were  jumping  for  flies  all  over  the  pond,  and  fairly 
bepging  me  to  come  down  and  catch  them.  So  I  took 
my  rod  and  strolled  over  to  the  pond,  and  got  all  fixed 
to  cast,  acd  just  as  I  was  ready  I  heard  a  sort  of  a  roar 
behind  me  and  looked  round.  And  there,  sir,  was  the 
norther  right  on  top  of  me.  I  jumped  for  my  coat, 
and  when  I  looked  back  at  the  pond  it  was  covered 
with  fish  flopping  on  the  ice.  Yes,  sir,  it  froze  solid 
while  the  trout  were  in  the  air,  and  that's  what  I  call 
quicker  than  instantaneous.'  " 


I  WAS  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  B.S.A  S.  on 
Wednesday  night,  and  was  delighted  to  see  a  goodly 
company  gathered  to  hear  a  very  interesting  paper. 
Mr.  P.  G.  Aflalo  seemed  a  little  too  much  inclined  to 
say,  "Whatever  is,  is  wrong";  but  he  is  always 
interesting  and  illuminating. 

***** 

A  solid  bit  of  tangible,  uncontroversial  information 
which  I  picked  up  was  auent  the  prizes,  which  seem 
to  promise  wealth  beyond  the  dreams  of  sea  anglers' 
avarice.  Fishers  from  Deal  Tier  will  compete  for  a 
silver  medal  for  the  heaviest  weight  of  sizeable  fish, 
with  a  bronze  medal  for  a  second  prize  if  there  are 
more  than  twelve  competitors.  Fishers  from  boats 
will  compete  for  a  gold  medal,  for  the  Deal  Corpora- 
tion Challenge  Cup,  and  for  silver  and  bronze  medals. 
***** 

Silver  and  bronze  medals  are  offered  for  cod,  and 
silver  and  bronze  medals  for  whiting.  Then  there  is 
a  silver  medal  for  the  heaviest  fish,  and  so  on  and  so 
on.  All  which  means,  if  you  join  the  B.S..\.S.  you 
will  add  to  your  wealth  in  gold,  silver,  and  bronze, 
besides  having  the  inestimable  prizes  of  good  spoit 
and  good  fellowship. 


On  Nov.  23  the  second  annual  gigantic  competition 
will  take  place  in  aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society.  The  locale  will  be  Richmond-on-Thames, 
and  there  will  be  over  fifty  prizes,  besides  three 
medals  for  largest  dace,  roach,  and  gudgeon.  "  Ben  " 
Abrahams  is  the  organiser,  and  that  fact  means 
success. 


Me.  T.  Fbancis  has  taken  over  the  duties  of 
secretary  of  the  Dibdin  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Camden,  Camden-street,  N.W.  Mr.  C.  Martin,  the 
late  secretary,  has  resigned  through  ill-health.  May 
he  speedily  recover  !  The  club  concert  on  Oct.  1  was 
a  splendid  succes'i,  thanks  to  the  support  given  by 
various  societies. 


On  Tuesday  ev,  ning,  Oct.  21,  Mr.  Thos.  Crumplen 
("Old  Izaak  ")  will  give  a  paper,  with  lantern  illus- 
trations, at  th  J  City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society ; 
title,  "  The  Mor.i  and  the  Tides."  The  moon  will  be 
full — of  infoi::i  jtion — and  the  tides  will  flow  with 
interest  which  will  not  ebb. 


"  Oh,  that  my  throat  were  a  mile  long  and  every  inch 
a  palate,"  said  the  epicure,  when  he  sipped  a  choice 
wine.  "  Oh,  that  I  had  for  ever  and  a  day  to  devote 
to  these  books,"  I  said  to  myself  at  the  choice  exhibi- 
tion of  the  City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society.  "  For 
ever  and  a  day"  is  a  phrase  which  pleases  Sir 
Charles  Wyndham,  the  actor.  He  calls  it  eternity 
and  a  matinee.  The  books  were  lovely,  and  so  were 
the  fish.  Messrs.  Beamont,  Gilbert,  and  others 
brought  some  lovely  whiting  and  dabs  fresh  from 
Burnham.  I  devoured  the  books  metaphorically — I 
devoured  the  fish  literally — and  dreamed  I  was  a 
lovely  whiting,  cooked  to  a  turn  and  bound  in  Morocco, 
with  gilt  edges. 


"  What  have  ye  got  ?  "  asked  the  burglar  on  watch 
of  his  pal  just  emerging  from  the  window.  "  Nothing," 
said  the  other  in  disgust,  "  the  bloke  what  lives  ht  re 
is  an  angler — and  I  hadn't  the  'art  to  take  his  cups 
and  prizes."  "  No,  I  should  think  not  I  Think  yerself 
lucky  he  didn't  have  yer  for  a  subscription  for  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  or  cut  off  yer  ears  for 
bait." 


While  fishing  the  Lea  at  Cheshunt  on  Oct.  5,  Mr. 
Walter  G.  Law,  a  member  of  the  General  Gordon 
club.  Mile  End  Road,  caught  a  bream  weighing 
41b.  9oz.  with  his  roach  pole,  tight  line.  A  few  days 
previous  Mr.  Chas.  Bishop,  of  the  same  club,  took  one 
of  41b.  8oz.  in  a  similar  manner. 


The  Queen  has  graciously  extended  her  patronage 
to  the  great  Toy  Dog  Show  to  be  held  at  the  Royal 
Aquaiium  on  Friday,  Oct.  24,  at  which  she  will  be  an 
exhibitor.  The  entertainments  are  being  reinforced 
weekly,  and  an  attractive  troupe  of  Egyptian  dancers 
is  to  occupy  the  Bijou  Theatre  from  Monday. 


I  London  anglers  will  hear  with  siuoere  regret  of  the 
j  death  of  Mr.  T.  Gibson,  which  sad  event  took  place  on 
Oct.  13.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Gresham  Angling 
Society  and  of  the  B.S  A.S.,  and  one  of  the  early 
pioneers  of  sea  angling.  He  had  a  great  love  of  all 
forms  of  healthy  recreation,  but  angling  in  fresh  or 
salt  water  was  his  favourite  sport.  Universally  beloved 
by  all  who  knew  him,  he  will  indeed  be  missed  from 
those  circles  where  he  was  ever  warmly  welcomed. 


A  PEATHBB  in  the  cap  of  our  contributor  "  Felix 
Penne."  He  was  at  Shoreham,  Sussex,  and  in  the 
course  of  a  little  chat — in  a  comfortable  hostelry — he 
heard  that  the  local  lifeboat  crew  had  never  had  a 
complimentary  dinner.  "  This  must  be  seen  to,"  said 
Felix.  He  started  a  subscription  list;  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk  headed  it  with  two  guineas,  and  the  Shoreham 
lifeboat,  which  has  been  established  twenty-six  years, 
had  its  first  dinner.  "  Felix  Penne  "  presided,  and  a 
\ery  jolly  time  it  was. 


Every  reader  of  dear  Old  Iziak  knows  that 
"  angling  "  and  "  song  "  used  to  go  splendidly  together, 
and  "the  world  went  very  well  then."  And  anglers  of 
to-day  have  music  in  their  souls.  Rather  !  So  I  expect 
to  see  not  a  few  brothers  of  the  rod  at  the  concerts  of  the 
Royal  Choral  Society,  Albert  Hall,  which  commence 
in  November.  What  a  programme  I  What  artistes !  ! 
Every  one  will  weigh  in  as  a  "  specimen."  There  are 
vacancie3  in  the  choir  too,  and  if,  as  Shakespeare  says, 
my  "  big,  manly  voice  "  were  not  turning  again  to  a 
treble  1  would  go  there  and  pipe  with  the  best  of  'em. 


Quite  a  lively  discussion  (says  the  Daily  Chronicle) 
has  been  raging  in  river  circles  on  the  expediency 
of  amusing  regattas.  Some  people  affect  to  regard 
them  as  too  foolish,  others  as  miserable  trifling, 
and  others  again  as  tending  to  degrade  aquatics 
proper.  I  cannot  agree.  These  functions  combine 
the  fascination  of  gentle  exercise,  the  charm  of 
river  scenery,  and  "  the  fun  of  the  thing."  Even 
rowing  men  proper  cannot  always  be  in  training, 
nor  can  best-boat  racing  continue  throughout  the 
season.  Besides,  we  have  it  on  popular  authority 
that — 

"  A  little  nonsense  now  and  then 
Is  relished  by  the  wisest  men." 

So  in  this  case.  Even  the  busiest  man  came,  saw, 
and  was  conquered.  If  they  do  nothing,  else,  these 
amusing  regattas  serve  to  take  men  out  of  themselves, 
as  it  were.  Moreover,  they  afford  delight  to  both  sexes 
alike.  Another  question  much  discussed  just  now 
is  that  relating  to  the  value  of  regatta  prizes.  It  is 
urged  that  (a)  these  are  much  too  trivial ;  that  (6) 
their  value  is  not  publicly  notified  beforehand ;  and 
(c)  that  many  men  are  deterred  from  rowing  in 
consequence.  For  myself,  I  think  such  a  question 
ought  never  to  have  been  raised.  Within  a  x^retty 
lengthy  experience  of  class  rowing,  I  have  never  heard 
"  wetbobs  "  proper  seriously  take  the  matter  of  reward 
into  consideration  at  all.  Nor  are  they  likely  to.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  amateurs  would  row  just  as  keenly  if 
there  were  no  prizes  at  all.  Kudos,  not  kardos,  is  the 
constraining  influence  with  them.  It  will  be  a  poor 
day  for  rowing  if  ever  the  question  of  "  pots  "  enters 
into  its  environment. 


Can  a  leopard  change  his  spots  ?  Of  course  he  can. 
When  he  is  tired  of  one  spot  he  can  go  to  another.  I 
go  one  better  than  the  leopard.  I  am  not  tired  of 
Fleet-street,  but  still,  at  latt  "week  end,"  I  spotted 
myself  at  that  charming  spot— Newmarket.  With 
Mr.  F.  Sanders,  the  well-known  taxidermist,  to 
bear  me  company,  I  was  the  guest  of  Captain 
Howlett,  who  treated  us  with  regal  hospitality.  Of 
the  first  night's  supper  and  bed  I  have  but  dim 
recollections,  I  was  so  tired  ;  but  the  next  morning's 
drive  to  "  My  Lord  Mayor's  Cottage,"  Barton  Mills, 
will  live  in  my  memory  for  aye.  The  day  was  ideal ; 
all  the  foliage  glowed  with  autumnal  tints,  russet 
and  gold,  and  I  felt  like  heir  of  all  the  ages.  At 
the  half-way  house,  "  The  Red  Lodge,"  we  quaffed  nut 
brown  ale,  and  then  I  devoted  myself  to  a  dinner 
which  would  have  made  Brillat-Savarin  green  .with 
envy. 

****** 

Shall  I  ever  forget  that  stroll  along  the  banks  of  the 
Lark  ?  Not  a  river  with  very  little  linnet — I  mean  in 
it -for  there  were  plainly  visible  thousands  offish 
which  played  around  our  blue  barge  fully  appreciating 
the  fact  that  for  that  day  Dragnet  was  harmless. 
At  the  Seven  Trees  and  by  the  Taddenham  river  we 
chatted  of  men,  books,  fish  and  other  things — Captain 
Howlett  being  a  king  of  a  raconteur  —  and  when  at 
last  my  brief  holiday  came  to  a  close  I  could  only 
return  to  work  with  the  consoling  thought  that  my 
kind  host  means  to  live  another  hundred  years,  if 
only  for  the  pleasure  it  gives  him  to  entertain  such 
appreciativelguests  as  Dragnet. 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  mcniwnq. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Hockley  Pisoatorials  held  their  annual  contest 
on  Oct.  12  at  Eardington  in  the  liver  Severn,  when 
forty-eight  members  answered  to  the  roll  call.  The 
contest  was  of  three  hours'  duration,  and  was  fished 
imder  the  association  rules.  The  river  owing  to  the 
recent  rains  was  high  and  discoloured,  but  sport  on 
the  whole  was  up  to  the  average.  The  prizes  were  of  a 
valuable  kind,  and  the  chief  prize  winners  are  in  the 
order  named  :  —J.  Crisp,  A.  Randall,  G.  Mole,  G.  Thomp- 
scn,  and  T.  Kimberley.  The  Prospect  Society  fished 
their  bye  contest  cn  Oct.  12,  on  the  river  Ssvern  below 
Eardington,  when  fifty-four  members  took  pirt  under 
the  association  rules.  The  first  prize  amounted  to 
neir  upon  £5  in  money,  Mr.  C.  Wainwright  being  the 
first  winner  with  over  3^1b.  of  fish.  The  Good  Intent 
Society  held  their  annual  concert  on  behalf  of  their 
funds  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  when  the  large  room 
at  the  Crown  Hotel,  Snow  Hill,  was  well  filled,  the 
result  of  which  will  be  that  something  like  f  S  will  be 
handed  over  to  the  funds  of  the  society  ;  the  talent  was 
well  up  to  the  average,  and  a  very  enjoyable  evening  was 
fpent.  The  St.  George's  Society  distributed  their  prizes 
won  at  their  late  contest  on  Monday  evening  last  at  the 
Crown  Hotel,  Snow  Hill.  This  club  is  ia  want  of  a 
few  good  members ;  they  are  in  a  sound  financial 
position,  and  are  willing  to  rent  either  pool  or 
tiver  water  for  the  private  use  of  the  members. 
The  St.  Paul's  Society  held  a  smoking  concert  on 
Tuesday  evening  last,  when  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  members  turned  up  to  listen  to  the  programme 
provided  by  the  committee.  During  the  evening  the 
distribution  of  prizes  won  at  the  club's  last  bye  contest 
took  place  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  There  are 
still  a  number  of  bye  contests  to  be  fished  yet.  The 
Travellers'  Rest  club  are  due  at  Eardington  on  Oct.  19 
to  fish  for  a  valuable  list  of  prizes,  and  the  Oak 
Society  will  try  to  work  off  their  prizes  on  the  same 
dite  at  Pa  nt  Green,  where  they  fish  the  canal.  A 
special  general  meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society  will  be  held  on  Thursday  evening  (Oct.  23) 
nexu,  fjr  the  purpose  of  altering  rule  No.  3,  which 
means  that  members  of  any  association  maybe  allowed 
to  join  within  a  radius  of  eight  miles  of  Birmingham. 
On  Oct.  30  the  Birmingham  Association  will  elect 
their  chief  officer  for  1903.  We  have  had  some  heavy 
rain  lately,  the  conseriueaca  being  that  our  rivers  are 
high  and  discoloured. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Although  heavy  rains  have  fallen  in  the  district, 
and  the  weather  has  been  much  milder,  these  con- 
ditions have  not  brought  about  the  much  desired 
improvement  in  roach  fishing ;  indeed  many  years 
have  elapsed  since  the  sport  in  this  particular  branch 
was  eo  bad  at  this  particular  season  of  the  year. 
Roach  fishing  ought,  so  far  as  the  Fen  waters  are 
concerned,  to  be  getting  at  its  best,  but  as  matters  are 
just  now,  anglers  need  a  double  stock  of  patience,  for 
the  fish  were  probably  never  more  inactive.  Some 
compensation,  however,  has  been  afforded  by  successful 
operations  amongst  pike.  In  this  branch  the  lower 
lengths  of  the  Witham,  the  Donington,  Swineshead 
and  Hubbert's  Bridge  reaches  of  the  Forty-foot,  and 
the  Welland  at  Deeping,  have  yielded  pike  weighing 
up  to  91b.  The  best  fish  have  all  been  landed  by 
means  of  the  live  bait.  On  some  waters  perch  fishing 
has  been  prosecuted  with  very  satisfactory  results.  Of 
the  smaller  drains  in  the  Boston  district,  the  Hobhole 
has  fished  bsst  for  pike,  and  a  brace  weighing  re- 
spectively 71b.  and  81b.  have  been  captured  during  the 
past  few  days. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  few  good  roach  were  taken  at  end  of  the  week  in 
the  top  stretches  of  the  river  Hull,  but  since  the 
weather  has  been  very  wet  and  stormy,  consequently 
few  anglers  cared  to  venture  out.  Nevertheless,  when 
more  favourable  weather  intervenes,  no  doubt  some 
good  takes  of  roach  will  be  made,  especially  in  the 
tidal  portion  of  the  river,  which  has  greatly  improved 
for  angling  operations  with  the  recent  heavy  rains ; 
the  bed  of  the  river  having  been  well  sluiced  out, 
conditions  are  much  improved  thereby.  A  few 
nice  roach  have  been  shown  at  the  clubs  during 
the  week,  Mr.  T.  Sanderson,  of  the  North  Myton 
Angling  Society,  having  one  of  lib.  2J  ;z.  Five  mem- 
bers of  the  Star  Angling  Society,  of  Stoneferry,  having 
tied  in  points  for  the  club's  gold  medal,  "fished  off  "  at 
Hull  Bridge,  Mr.  .7.  Hooley  winning  with  lib.  9Joz. 
The  Hull  club  Eccrefaries'  annual  competition  took 
place  at  Hempholme,  Mr.  Tom  Bardsley,  of  the  Globe 
Angling  Society,  winning  first  prize  with  31b.  7oz. ; 
Mr.  B.  Shearsmith  being  second  with  31b.  The  Uni- 
versal Angling  Association,  which  is  the  oldest  angling 
society  in  Hull,  being  established  in  1872,  at  their  last 


meeting  adopted  a  new  rule  of  "one  man  one  club." 
That  is,  no  member  of  the  Universal  can  belong  to  any 
other  angling  club  (with  the  exception  of  the  Hull 
Amalgamation  and  Hull  Preservation  Societies), 
which  has  caused  much  interesting  discussion  in 
club  circles,  and  it  is  believed  it  will  be  the  fore- 
runner of  other  olubj  adopting  the  same  system. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Tha  Warrington  Anglers'  Association  have  decided 
to  revise  their  rules  and  regulations,  and  have  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  Whittle,  Knight,  Proud,  and  Emson 
to  act  as  a  committee.  Sport  appears  to  be  very  quiet  in 
this  town  in  all  departments  of  angling.  The  successes 
of  Mr.  Jas.  Foster,  Bolton,  in  recent  contests  is  note- 
worthy. In  the  Buokland  match  he  took  the  first  prize  ; 
with  the  Convivial  he  repeated  this  performance,  and, 
in  addition,  secured  the  gold  medal.  Still  pursuing 
his  victorious  career,  he  secured  first  in  the  Cambridge 
Angling  Society's  match ;  in  all  three  events  the 
second  rod  was  hopelessly  out  of  all  chance  for  a 
better  place.  More  power  to  you,  friend  Foster.  The 
report  from  the  Bollin  on  Oct.  15  speaks  of  heavy 
waters,  bank  high,  but  if  the  weather  remains  fine 
this  stream  should  be  in  fine  form  for  the  week-end. 
There  is  to  be  a  jollification  at  Leigh  to-day,  to 
officially  welcome  the  Bridgewater  Challenge  Shield. 
A  most  depressing  account  is  to  hand  from  Openshaw, 
from  which  place  tho  Centrals  went  forth  to  fish 
a  match  on  Oct.  12  at  Strines,  over  seventy  rods 
competing  for  twenty-eight  prizes.  Mr.  G.  Taylor 
heads  the  list  with  9j3z.  ;  from  Ihe  eleventh  to 
eighteenth  prizes  the  weights  were  loz.,  and  from 
eighteenth  to  twenty-eighth  for  drachms  only.  The 
cffi-oial  report  speaks  of  very  bad  sport,  and  advises 
matches  being  decided  in  Lincolnshire,  and  not  in 
local  canals,  giviog  as  proof  that  in  this  match  they 
got  41b  ,  bat  at  Althorpe  231b.  as  gross  weight.  The 
Failsworth  and  district  anglers  are  arranging  for  their 
annual  business  and  social  events  on  Nov.  8,  when 
they  intend  "  crowing  over  their  great  success  in 
1902." 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

In  a  noted  hostelry  in  Hulme,  the  patrons  of  the 
fishing  rod  are  systematically  subjected  to  a  lot  of 
mild  quizzing  by  the  patrons  of  the  ramrod.  On 
Oct.  9,  the  latter  went  for  a  day's  sport  into  Cheshire, 
taking  their  birds,  pigeons,  with  them.  The 
sport  (?)  objected  to  be  shot,  so  one  ramrod  threw  his 
walking-stick  at  one  bird  and  killed  it.  A  second 
bird  would  not  rise,  so  the  gunner  went  down, 
picked  it  up,  and  duly  pouched  it,  as  a  bird 
secured  within  bounds.  Drag,  my  dear  fellow,  what 
say  you  of  my  case  of  the  two  rods  ?  Anglers  would 
scorn  to  take  live  fish  with  them  and  hook  them  on. 
Mr.  Nathan,  Hey  wood,  writes  to  say  he  has  caught  a 
ting  carp  in  Dr inkwater  Park,  the  waters  of  the  Moss 
Side  Socials,  using  a  No.  15  hook  and  a  finest  cast,  its 
weight  was  31b.  9Joz.  The  last  match  of  the  Long- 
sight  Victoria  Angling  Society  resulted  in  Mr.  G. 
Smith  securing  the  first  prize  out  of  several. 
Members  of  the  N.A.A.  in  this  city,  as  well  as 
other  anglers,  will  hear  with  great  regret  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Addyman,  who,  at  one  time, 
was  a  general  secretary  of  the  N.A.A.  His  popular 
lecture  once  delivered  here  is  now  talked  about  as  one 
of  the  most  interesting  and  instructive  we  have  ever 
had,  and  his  untimely  death  is  painfully  unexpected. 
The  Beswick  Angling  Society  have  embarked  upon 
another  financial  year,  after  concluding  what  has  been 
the  host  of  the  ten  since  they  were  organised.  Mr.  M. 
A.  Atherton  is  chairman  and  Mr.  G.  Fletcher  secretary. 
On  Oct.  16  the  guarantors  received  the  Bridgewater 
Challenge  Shield  in  this  city  in  trust  for  the  winners, 
the  Standard  Mower  Angling  Society,  Leigh. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

There  has  not  been  much  fishing  indulged  in  since 
Saturday  owing  to  rainy  and  generally  unsettled 
weather.  The  storms  have  produced  a  rise  of  three  feet 
on  Trent,  which  at  period  of  writing  contained  a  thick 
volume  of  colour.  The  change  is  welcomed,  and  it  will 
yield  beneficial  results  in  due  course.  At  Shardlow, 
on  Thursday  (Oct.  9),  one  of  the  members  of  the  City 
Wellington  Society  caught  thirteen  chub  and  one  barbel 
with  greaves,  and  on  the  day  preceding  another 
member  got  a  tremendous  bag  of  chub  with  the  same 
kind  of  bait.  He  hooked  ten  big  fish  in  the  same 
number  of  swims  and  secured  nine.  A  few  small  pike 
were  caught  on  various  parts  of  the  river  before  the 
rise,  and  sundry  decent  specimens  were  shown  from 
the  canal.    On  Tuesday  your  correspondent  creeled 


Lyra  Pisoatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fislieimen.  By  Cotswold  Isys,  M. A.,  Autlior  ol  "Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Kly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  IHeld  says  :  "Cotswold  Isys  lias 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'  Lyra  Pisoatoria  '  is  a  deliglitful  volume."  The  Amateur  Angltr 
says  :  "All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  3Uj)erl)  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco  '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  bo  obtained  from  the 
Aiith'ir,  addressed  to  37,  King-street,  C'ovcnt-garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  '/s.  OU. 


some  handsome  roach  on  the  Wilford  v/ater8  with 
broad-paste,  and  over  a  ecoro  of  dao3  foil  to  the  rod  of 
Mr.  W.  Harrison,  who  relied  on  the  worm.  Mem- 
bers of  tho  Oity  Sevan  Stars  Society  have  engaged 
in  their  half-yearly  mitoh  on  one  of  the  lower 
sections  of  the  rivar.  Pegged  down  conditions  wera 
enforced,  and  the  leading  prizes  wera  carried  o2  by 
Messrs.  W.  Martin,  W.  Salt  (sec),  -J.  Judi,  T.  Watts, 
J.  Taylor,  W.  Parr,  J.  Woodhead,  T.  Bolohin,  Holt, 
and  W.  Nunn.  The  takes  were  oa  the  small  side, 
Many  dinners  of  local  clubs  have  re::ei.tl^  been  held, 
and  the  winter  campaign  has  opened  with  a  strong 
array  of  new  members. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

It  has  been  bad  weather  for  the  angler  this  week ;  a 
lot  of  wet  has  fallen  and  the  wind  exeeedingly 
boisterous.  The  rivers  are  swollen  and  discoloured 
and  very  little  fishing  has  been  done,  except  on 
Oct.  12,  which  was  a  fine  and  genial  day,  and  a  good 
few  rods  were  out.  Several  had  good  catches  of  roach 
and  dace,  and  a  few  did  well  among  the  pike,  but 
nothing  over  6Jlb.  was  taken.  The  rivers  are  full  of 
fallen  leaves  and  very  few  grayling  have  been  fished 
for.  A  smoking  concert  was  held  at  the  Berkeley  Arms, 
Bank-strest,  on  Oct.  10,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting 
to  the  successful  competitors  the  prizes  won  in  the 
late  inter-club  contest.  Mr.  Wm.  Caldecott  presided, 
when  the  prizes  were  distributed  as  follows : — First 
prize  and  champion  medal,  £2,  Mr.  E.  H.  Hill  (Work- 
ing Men's  Club) ;  second,  H.  Knight  (Working  Men's), 
&l  7s.  6d.  ;  third,  S.  Griffiths  (Malvern  Club),  f  1  5s.  ; 
fourth,  Mr.  Ketteringham  (Working  Men's) ;  fifth, 
P.  Thomas  (York  House  Club) ;  sixth,  J.  Murphy 
(Working  Men's) ;  seventh,  P.  Powell  (Malvern  Club) ; 
eighth,  W.  Hattland  (Sabrina)  ;  ninth,  A.  Dufty 
(Berkeley  Arms);  tenth,  T.  Dolphin  (York  House); 
eleventh,  W.  Cosnett  (Berkeley  Arms) ;  twelfth,  W. 
Holder  (Sabrina)  ;  thirteenth,  G.  Leach  (City  Club) ; 
fourteenth,  T.  Langford  (Working  Men's)  ;  fifteenth, 
L.  Knight  (Sabrina)  ;  sixteenth,  F.  Brigga  (York 
House)  :  seventeenth,  G.  Spinner ;  eighteenth,  H. 
Glover  (Working  Men's)  ;  nineteenth,  H.  Worth 
(Working  Men's) ;  twentieth,  J.  Hill  (Sabrina) ;  twenty- 
first,  A.  Merrell  (Working  Men's). 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

In  connection  with  the  King  William  the  Fourth 
Angling  Club,  Layerthorpe,  York,  a  sweepstake  took 
place  at  EUerton  a  few  days  ago,  twenty-two  com- 
petitors having  entered.  Pishing  lasted  four  hours, 
and  there  was  fair  sport,  soma  of  the  roach  being  the 
best  caught  during  the  season.  The  first  prize  winner, 
W.  Wjrall,  41b.  4oz.,  had  three  roach  weighing  together 
21b.  4oz.  F.  Metcalfe,  W.  Gibson,  W.  Hill,  A. 
Audair,  and  A.  Hunter  took  prizes  in  the  order 
named.  The  river  Ouse  has  benefited  considerably 
by  the  showers,  which  have  been  frequent  of  late. 
There  was  to  have  been  a  smoker  at  tne  Bay  Horse, 
in  Marygate,  connected  with  the  I'ork  Amalgamation 
of  Anglers,  on  Saturday  night  (Oct.  11),  but  it  has 
been  postponed,  Mr.  G.  D.  Faber,  M.P.  for  York, 
finding  the  date  unsuitable.  The  gathering  will,  it  is 
expected,  take  place  on  Nov.  22,  when  he  will  present 
his  silver  trophy  to  the  members  of  the  York  George 
the  Fourth,  who  proved  the  winners  in  a  friendly 
competition  on  the  Ouse  recently.  It  is  also  antici- 
pated that  the  hon.  member  will  take  part  in  the 
presentation  of  the  medals  that  were  won  on  that 
occasion.  A  good  programme  is  being  arranged  for 
the  gathering.  There  is  capital  sport  with  the  grayling 
around  Thirsk,  which  the  anglers  are  pleased  to  regard 
as  a  set  off  to  the  very  bad  trout  season  experienced  in 
the  Codbeck,  which  used  to  be  regarded  as  a  most 
excellent  trout  stream.  Unfortunately,  many  thou- 
sands of  fish  have  been  sacrificed  by  the  pollution  of 
the  waters.  Fly-fishing  in  the  Thirsk  district,  as  in 
many  others,  has  been  disappointing  during  the  past 
season. 


NOTES'  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  on  the  whole  has  been  favourable  and 
sport  good  at  sea-trout  on  many  waters.  On  Lough  Cur- 
rane  sea-trout  have  been  rising  well,  and  the  takes  varied 
from  six  to  fifteen  daily  during  the  week  on  this  water. 
Brown  trout  also  rose  well  and  furnished  nice  sport, 
but  no  salmon  were  had.  Only  a  few  anglers,  however 
were  out  after  salmon.  On  the  Waterville  upper  lakes 
fine  baskets  of  sea  and  brown  trout  were  had  by 
gentlemen  out  from  the  Bayview  and  Butler's  Arms 
Hotels.  All  the  Waterville  lakes  have  fished 
better  at  sea  trout  recently  than  they  have 
done  earlier  in  the  season.  The  season  closed  on 
Oct.  15.  As  far  as  salmon  are  concerned  it  was  a  very 
bad  one,  but  in  the  trout  department  the  aggregate 
results  compared  favourably  with  the  past  two  seasons. 
Sea  angling  has  furnished  good  sport  lately  at  all  the 
principal  stations  in  Cork  and  Kerry.  Whiting  cf 
large  size  appear  to  be  very  general  around  the  coast. 
Pollack  arc  aUo  nuaierous,  but  have  been  taking  fit- 
fully. Nothing  was  seen  of  bass  anywhere — at  least, 
as  far  as  anglers  are  concerned. 
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HASTINGS  AND  ST.  LEONARDS 

SEA-ANGLING  FESTIVAL 

PATRONS— 

EiGBT  Hon.  Lord  BRASSEY,  K.C.B.,  Right  Hon.  Sib  HERBERT  MAXWELL,  Baht.,  HIS  WORSHIP  THE  MAYOR  OP  HASTINGS,  MiJOE  iRELMAN 
THOMAS,  M.P,,  Colonel  BBOOKFIELD,  M.P.,  Mb.  G.  H.  GOOK  {John  Bichcnhjkc),  Me.  R.  B.  TiIARSTON,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  Mr.  F.  G.  AFLALO, 
F.R.G.S.,  Mb.  Ghas.  WALKER.Angling  Editor  Land  d-  Water,  Mr.  A.  R.  MATTHEWS,  Editor  Anrjlcr's  News  ;  and  the  Oommittoe  of  thie  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society! 


PRIZES  VALUE  £100  (40  PRIZES) 


J 


was  he  fished  for  from  Boats,  antS  the  Hastings  ana  St.  Leonards  Piers, 


IN    THE     BOAT  C01VIF»ETITI0N 


The     5outh   of   England  Sea-Angling  Championship  Trophy 

Will  be  competed  for,     (Open  to  all  members  of  bona  fide  Angling  Clubs  in  the  United  Kingdom.) 
OTIIEII  FRIZES  CAN  BE  FISHED  FOR  BY  UNATTACHED  ANGLERS. 


ALSO  THE  HASTINGS  AND  ST.  LEONARDS  CHALLENGE  GUP. 

The  fof/ou  iiif/  well-hnowii  Fii-iiis  Iiave  atso  coufriJmted  to  the  Frize  List,  viz.  : 

Messrs.   FAELOW.   ABBOTT,  ami   CARllERAS,  of  Louaon ;    Messr.s.   FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN,  and  J.  E.  MILLER, 
of  Leeds  ;   Messrs.  ALLCOCK,  BARTLEE1\  and  AVARNER,  of  Redditch  ;  Mr.  IJAVID  SLATER,  of  Newark-on-Trent. 

SPECIAL   RAILWAY    FACILITIES    FOR  COMPETITORS. 

Entry  ro:ms  and  all  fiirthei'  particiilai's  cau  be  obtained  from  Messrs.  A.  A.  BARTRAM  and  H.  DOWSETT,  Hon.  Se^s.,  10,  York  Buildings,  Hastings.  Entries  close  on  the  27tli  inst- 


Stock  Your  Lakes  .  . 

With  RAINBOW  TROUT 

And  Your  Rivers  .  . 

With     BROWN  TROUT 

Consult  a  Practical  Man  before  Stocking  with  either. 


Form  Lakes  and  Ponds 

WHEREVER  THE  WATER  SUPPLY  IS  SUFFICIENT, 

AND  REDDS  IN   CONNECTION  WITH  THEIYI. 

Consult  a  Practical  Man  before  Forming  eitler. 


TROUT  FARMING 

ON  MOST  MODERN  AND  THOROUGHLY  PRACTICAL  LINES. 


WRITE  OR  VISIT 

iViR.  EDGAR  VALENTINE  GORRIE 

The  River  Itchen  Trout  Breeding  Establishment, 


IVIOST  COMFORTABLE  HOTELS 

BAILEY'S  HOTEL,  LONDON,  S.W.      VICTORIA,  MANCHESTER. 


SOUTH    KENSINGTON,  LONDON, 
S.W. 

GRANVILLE,  RAMSGATE. 
EMPIRE,  LOWESTOFT. 
METROPOLE,  BLACKPOOL. 


FURNESS   ABBEY,'  BARROW-IN- 
FURNESS. 

PALACE,  HASTINGS. 

HOLBORN      VIADUCT  HOTEL 

LONDON,  E.C. 


EMPIRE,  BUXTON. 

No IV  Open. 


EMPIRE,  BATH. 

Now  Open. 


THE  GRANVILLE  HOTEL, 

HAMS  GATE. 

Entirely  Remodelled  and  Enlarged.  One  of  the  Hew  First-class  Seaside  Hotels. 


LONDON'S  PREMIER  BESTA  UBANT, 


THE  CRITERION 

Piccadilly  Circus, 

EAST    ROOMi    Ri.';it,auiaut  u  la  Garlc ;  Guisiuo  Veritablemeut  Fine 

I.UNCHEOSS,    niSAKJiS,  SVVl'EHS. 

WEST^ROOM.    Diner  Parisien    .     5/-  |  Academy  Lunch    .  2/6 

AMERICAN  BAR  AN  D  RESTAUR  ANT. 

American  Cookery,  Grills,  etc.,  etc.,  a  la  Carte. 

LU\€JlJ£OyS,   DINNERS,  SVPeEllS. 

CVtW  T      ROOM     Tho  Old  English  Faro,  Scotch  Beef,  Southdown 

Mutton,  Oysters,  Grilled  Bones,  Welsh  Rarebits. 

I.L  yCUEOMi,    DINSEliS,  SUri'EIiS. 

The  Band  Plays  Daily,  Weekdays  and  Sundays. 
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^Tofcs  from  U)c  ^Torfr). 


Wednesday  (Oct.  15)  was  a  red-letter  day  in  the 
life-history  of  the  brown  trout  north  of  the  Border. 
The  new  Act,  which  became  law  on  Aug.  8,  came  in 
force,  and  anyone  now  till  March  1  (both  days 
included)  found  angling  for  or  having  brown  trout 
in  their  possession  or  for  sale  is  liable  to  the 
maximum  penalty  of  £3. 


The  Act  has  been  passed  so  quietly,  and  so  little 
notice  has  been  taken  of  it,  that  it  is  hard  to  convince 
anglers  that  it  is  a  fait  accompli,  and  now  in  force. 


Several  anglers  of  the  pot-hunting  type,  who  take  a 
late  holiday  in  the  North,  are  sadly  disappointed  that 
they  cannot  now  fill  their  baskets  with  gravid  trout. 
The  last  fortnight  with  them  has  always  been  the 
best,  as  the  trout  are  then  tame  and  may  be  taken 
with  the  proverbial  grain  of  salt. 


The  salmon  fishing  season  is  perishing  for  want  of 
snf&cient  water  to  carry  the  fish  up.  The  other  day 
several  very  heavy  fish  were  noticed  trying  to  pierce 
through  the  sand-mole  at  the  mouth  of  the  Don.  One 
or  two  did  so  with  their  back  fins  "  high  and  dry  "  out 
of  the  water,  but  others  had  to  turn  back. 


What  fish  are  being  got  are  to  very  small  flies  on 
fine  tackle,  and  consequently  breaks  are  numerous  on 
all  hands.  The  prawn  is  also  responsible  for  a  goodly 
number,  and  next  to  it  the  worm  and  sand-eel  are 
strongly  in  evidence. 


On  the  Inchgarth  Dee  water,  Mr.  Charles  Robb 
(Messrs.  Playfair  &  Co.,  Aberdeen)  had  a  magnificent 
fish  of  251b.  on  Saturday  last  to  the  prawn,  and  other 
anglers  on  this  stretch  have  had  good  results. 


Messrs.  S.  and  L.  Neumann  leave  Invercauld  this 
week  for  the  south.  They  have  had  a  fairly  good 
stalking  season,  and  entertained  the  King  and 
Balmoral  party  the  week  before  he  left. 


Sportsmen  are  now  making  tracks  for  the  south  with 
every  mail,  and  only  those  who  have  covert  shooting 
or  back-end  angling  on  hand  are  left.  With  the 
abnormally  late  harvest  the  partridge  season  is  hardly 
begun  anywhere  in  the  North  yet. 


Last  week  Mr.  Lum3den,  of  Clova,  Aberdeenshire, 
prosecuted  a  party  of  gentlemen  for  poaching  on  his 
estate.  After  proof  the  Sheriff  found  them  not  guilty, 
and  awarded  each  cf  them  £2  23.  damages.  It  was 
shown  that  the  leader  of  the  party  had  rights  on  the 
ground.   


Captain  Disney  Lsith,  Leithhall,  Donside,  was 
married  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  15,  and,  of  course,  Upper 
Donside  was  ablaze.  There  was  the  usual  dinner, 
bonfire,  and  ball,  and  of  course  the  ball  was  the  best 
of  it.    Captain  Leith  has  a  bit  of  fine  trouting  water. 


The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Fife  gave  their  annual 
entertainment  to  gillies,  tenants,  and  retainers  at  Mar 
Lodge  last  week,  when  soma  three  hundred,  including 
the  house  party,  were  present.  Tiie  duchess  has  not 
been  on  the  river  quite  so  freely  of  late,  the  heavy 
frosts  mitigating  against  her  chancas  of  sport.  Her 
total  bag,  however,  is  a  good  one. 


The  upper  reaches  of  all  our  salmon  streams  are 
heavily  poached  by  the  natives.  I  hear  on  good 
authority  of  one  crofter  who  had  fifteen  one  night  last 
week  and  another  ten.  Yet  the  place  is  patrolled  by 
two  or  three  watchers— but  through  the  day  1 


Lord  Penrhyn  has  had  some  excellent  sport  on  the 
Caimton  Dee  section  in  spite  of  the  small,  clear 
waters,  and  Mr.  Hay  and  his  guests  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river  have  likewise  done  well.  But  these 
are  the  only  spots  where  anything  like  sport  is  being 
got. 


Mr.  Ritchie,  Newburgh,  on  the  Ythan  tidal,  has 
juat  finished  an  exceedingly  busy  season.  The  month 
of  September  was  the  best  month.  In  fact  the  other 
months,  July  and  August,  were  comparative  failures. 
The  season  closes  on  Oct.  31. 


The  natural  sand-eel  has  proved  a  very  taking  lure 
with  fresh  run  flnnock  and  sea-trout.  Of  course  it 
is  their  natural  food,  or  part  of  it,  and  preserved  in 
formaline  and  spun  on  an  Archer  or  other  spinner  it 
rather  gains  than  loses  in  attractiveness. 


Professor  Cash,  Aberdeen  University,  has  compiled 
a  new  salmon  fly,  which  he  is  registering  for  protection. 
It  is  said  to  be  a  killer  of  the  first  order.  It  is  the 
work  of  an  expert  at  least,  and  one  of  the  best  salmon 
anglers  io  the  North,  Special  Scotch. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


^Letters  to  the  Ebftot. 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opmiom 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


A  35LB.  BROWN  TROUT  AND  THE  "PANMUEE 
GORDON  "  PLY. 

Sir, — In  answer  to  Mr.  Gedney's  first  question  in  his 
letter  to  your  issue  of  11th  inst.,  I  am  able  to  state 
that  the  351b.  brown  trout  was  caught  in  a  pollen  net 
by  a  person  called  Heaney.  It  was  consigned  to  no  one, 
but  was  cut  in  what  was  thought  to  be  two  equal 
parts  and  hawked  around  Antrim  by  a  female  member 
of  the  family.  When  the  tail  half  was  disposed  of, 
she  arrived  at  the  house  of  Bernard  Meenan,  Esq., 
J. P.,  Muokamore,  Antrim,  and  asked  him  to  purchase 
the  remaining  half,  which  he  did.  He  informed  me 
that  it  weighed  181b.  Any  person  who  is  desirous  of 
further  information  will  get  it  by  writing  to  this 
gentleman. 

It  is  almost  impossible  for  me  to  give  the  correct 
date  on  which  any  of  my  patterns  were  invented  as 
they  often  had  to  be  varied  to  produce  that  harmony 
of  colour  that  is  absolutely  required  in  the  ever- 
changing  states  of  the  atmosphere  and  rivers,  and 
without  which  no  salmon  fly  will  ever  make  a  record. 
As  your  correspondent  is  a  journalist  and  not  likely  to 
forget  dates  he  may  be  able  to  find  the  information 
he  asks  by  looking  over  the  notebook  he  carried 
with  him  when  on  his  visits  to  the  north  of 
Ireland.  It  was  while  on  one  of  these  visits 
that  I  showed  him  a  letter  from  the  late  Panmure 
Gordon  ordering  salmon  rlies  for  all  the  rivers 
of  Scotland  and  Ireland,  but  at  the  time  I  was 
only  able  to  produce  :a  small  proportion  of  what 
was  wanted.  It  was  in  the  following  spring  that 
the  so-called  "mythical  fly"  was  invented  for  high 
water  in  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee.  He  only  got  two 
sizes  of  the  pattern  at  the  time,  and  may  never  have 
used  them  on  that  or  any  other  river.  Since  then  this 
fly  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  many  other 
anglers,  who  are  always  ordering  more  than  I  am  able 
to  produce. 

I  will  send  one  to  the  editor  of  the  Fishing  Oazette, 
whioh  will  be  seen  in  that  paper  on  Nov.  8  or  following 
issue.— Yours  truly,  Daniel  O'Fbe. 

Rasharkin,  co.  Antrim. 


LARGE  IRISH  BROWN  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir,— In  your  issue  of  Oct.  11  Mr.  C.  W. 
Gedney  states  that  "the  heaviest  Irish  brown  trout, 
duly  vouched  for  and  accredited,  is  201b.  13oz."  In 
"How  and  Where  to  Fish  in  Ireland,"  by  Hi  Regan, 
mention  is  made  of  a  trout  killed  in  Lough  Derg  by 
an  ofticer  in  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  named 
Pepper.  This  trout  was  killed  in  the  vicinity  of 
Mountshannon,  on  Lough  Darg,  and  weighed,  I 
believe,  291b.  It  was  set  up,  and  is,  I  believe,  at 
present  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  R.  Hibbert,  Wood 
Park,  Mountshannon,  co.  Glare.  It  would  be  easy  to 
get  accurate  information  of  the  weight,  dimensions, 
and  date  of  capture  of  this  fish. — I'ours  faithfully, 

A.  E.  Bannatyne, 


DROPPERS  ON  BRISTLES. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston,— In  the  haste  with  which  my 
note  re  "Droppers  on  Bristles"  was  written,  the  Old 
Enemy  got  the  better  of  my  casual  estimation  of  his 
flight — Father  Time's  haste  was  even  greater  than 
mine;  for  instead  of  "two  or  three  years  ago"  I  should 
have  written  "six  years  ago."  At  that  time  Mr.  Tod 
was  corresponding  with  me  on  the  subject  of  "  double- 
hooked  midges"  and  kindred  matters,  and  gave  me 
the  tip  in  one  of  his  letters.  Theoretically,  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  veteran  north  country  wet  fly 
fisher,  it  ii  a  capital  tip,  provided  always  that  you 
remember  the  specification  is  "  suitable  hog-bristles  " 
and  not  merely  "  hog-bristles."  The  north  country 
angler  wants  his  droppers  to  stand  well  off  the  casting 
line,  and  "  suitable  "  hog-bristles  should  give  them 
this  quality.  But  to  render  them  "  suitable  "  I  take 
it  they  should  have  not  only  some  measure  of  their 
characteristic  stiffness,  but  the  necessary  degree  of 
fineness  and  strength;  and  where  you  are  to  get 
bristles  of  this  description  I  don't  know,  not  having 
any  special  knowledge  of  pigs. 

I  know  those  bristles  with  hooks  on  to  which  you 
refer,  and  they  are  certainly  anything  but  "  suitable  " 
ones  for  fly-fishing. 

To  give  you  a  notion  of  the  Wharfedale  old  hand's 
idea  of  droppers  tied  on  gut,  a  local  veteran  (you 
know  him  by  name  and,  I  believe,  have  met  him)  was 
indignantly  protesting  to  me  against  the  gross  negli- 
gence of  a  tackle  dealer  in  sending  out  his  goods,  and 

he  said,  "  Young  •  showed  me  the  cast  just  as  he 

had  received  it,  and  all  the  blessed  four  flies  were 
bunched  into  the  last  three  feet  of  gut."  This  was 
bad  enough,  but,  from  the  narrator's  manner,  it  was 
nothing  to  the  atrocity  that  was  to  follow ;  and  he 
concluded  with  withering  scorn,  "  And,  to  crown  all, 
they'd  fitted  the  cast  with  droppers  tied  on  gut — 
actually  on  gut  I  "  The  effect  of  the  Education  Bill 
on  the  Nonconformist  oonscience  was  nothing  to  it. 
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No,  as  you  surmise,  I'm  not  having  good  sport  with 
the  grayling  at  present.  Instead,  I'm  getting  to  the 
fag  end  (I  trust)  of  a  slight  bout  of  influenza — crick  in 
the  neck,  kink  in  the  ribs,  and  a  head  that  feels  as  if 
it  had  been  hammered  nearly  as  much  as  the  salmon- 
feeding-in-fresh-water  question.  It  seems  a  trifle 
rough  on  a  man  when  he  gets  to  middle  age  that  he 
should  have,  as  I  have  had  this  year,  whooping-cough 
and  influenza  both  in  the  same  fishing  season. — 
Yours  sincerely,  W.  Carter  Pi.atts. 

CLOSE  TIME  FOR  BROWN  TROUT  IN 
SCOTLAND. 

Dear  Sib, — By  the  new  act  which  comes  into  force 
this  month  trout  fishing  will  in  future  ba  closed  on 
the  Scotch  rivers  from  Oct.  15  till  Feb.  28  in  the 
following  year.  Now  in  Tweed,  bat  more  particularly 
in  Clyde,  the  grayling  fishing  should  begin  to  be  at 
about  its  best  in  the  middle  of  October.  Provided  one 
returns  any  trout  caught  will  fishing  for  grayling  still 
ba  allowed  during  this  close  time. — Yours,  etc. 

Enquirer. 

[Grayling  are  taken  in  English  trout  and  grayling 
rivers  all  through  the  winter,  and  I  presume  that 
the  fishing  for  grayling  in  the  Clyde,  Tweed,  etc.,  in 
Scotland  is  not  made  illegal  because  it  is  illegal  to 
take  trout. — Ed.] 


FISHING  ON  DEAL  PIER. 

Dear  Sir, — Moved  thereunto  by  the  reports  in  the 
Fishing  Oazeite  of  the  pollack  fishing  on  Deil  pier  I 
made  up  my  mind  to  take  a  day  off  on  Thursday  of  last 
week  and  run  down  to  Deal  and  try  my  by  no  means 
prentice  hand  at  the  sport.  I  went  to  the  pier,  paid 
for  my  admission  and  fishing  tickets,  and  went  to  my 
favourite  spot  on  the  lower  deck.  Imagine  my  dis- 
appointment to  find  the  whole  of  the  lower  deck  in 
the  hands  of  tar  brush  wielders.  Fishing  was  im- 
possible, tar  was  everywhere,  and  I,  in  company  with 
several  other  disappointed  anglers,  had  to  give  up  in 
despair.  But  the  energetic  tarrers  seemed  to  think 
that  not  only  the  pier  required  tarring  as  they 
managed  to  spread  a  belt  of  tar  on  the  surface  of  the 
sea  for  yards  round  the  pier-end.  So  well  was  this 
work  done  that  no  self-respecting  pollack  would  come 
with  yards  of  that  evil-smelling  zone,  and  even  if  he 
did  and  was  taken  he  would  be  useless  for  culinary 
purposes  after  being  pulled  through  the  coating  of 
filth  on  the  top  of  the  water. 

I  am  far  from  saying  the  pier  did  not  require  tarring 
— ^it  did ;  but  surely  it  shows  a  lamentable  want  of 
management  to  start  this  operation  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  fishing  season  and  without  notice,  and  it 
shows  something  more  than  lack  of  management  to 
tike  the  money  for  fishing  tickets  without  informing 
would-ba  anglers  that  the  only  place  worth  fishing 
from,  the  lower  deck,  is  not  available.  As  it  is,  one 
can  only  grumble  and  warn  others  of  what  is  going 
on. — Yours  truly,  Disappointed. 

Westbourae-park. 


THE  "PANMURE  GORDON"  FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  sure  I  am  not  alone  amused  at 
the  worthy  "inventor's"  cast  for  interest  in  his 
creation.  We  of  the  north  hardly  expect  to  have  oi  r 
pet  patterns  out-classed  by  the  stranger,  nor  do  we 
usually  ascribe  inventor's  genius  to  the  author  of  any 
new  combination  of  far,  tinsel,  and  feathers.  Were 
we  to  do  so,  some  might  scarcely  be  able  to  eat  their 
honest  bread  from  sheer  weight  of  pride  in  their 
inventions. 

It  would  indeed  be  a  sorry  thing  that  would  rot 
bring  up  a  salmon,  under  taking  conditions,  anywhere. 

While  on  this  subject  I  should  like  to  record  my 
belief  that  much  of  importance  is  often  overlooked  in 
discussing  colour  and  shade  in  flies.  I  like  a  tasteful 
pattern  as  well  as  any  fisher,  and  it  may  ba  a 
weakness,  but  I  like  to  change  my  pattern,  and  some- 
times vary  the  size  also,  for  a  fish  I  have  "raised" 
and  missed.  Writers  ou  the  subject  are  prone  to 
discuss  the  appaarance  of  flies  from  a  high  and  dry 
standpoint,  and  not  from  the  deeps.  The  latter  may 
scarcely  ba  done  with  comfort,  but  more  allowance 
should  be  made  for  the  fishes'  view. 

If  changes  are  of  consequence,  I  assert  that  Gordon, 
or  "Panmure  Gordon"  (whatever  the  latter  may  ba), 
or  any  other  fly,  looks  very  different  to  a  fish  when 
presented,  say,  between  the  sun  and  fish  as  one  aspect, 
and  with  its  sunny  side  exposed  to  the  fish  as  another. 
— Yours  faithfully,  Grey  North. 


HERRINGS  AT  WALMER. 

Dear  Sib, — In  the  report  of  the  meeting  of  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  held  on  Oct.  8,  published 
in  your  last  issue,  it  is  stated  that  a  member,  "  allud- 
ing to  tho  4,000  herrings  caught  off  Walmer,  said 
'  That  spells  cod.'  "  I  am  sincerely  sorry  to  say  tha: 
the  story  is  a  myth  ;  the  member  in  question  has  been 
misinformed ;  no  such  catch  has  been  made,  or,  know- 
ing its  importance  to  sea  anglers,  I  should  promptly 
have  reported  it  in  your  columns.  Unfortunately,  up 
to  the  present  the  herring  fishing  this  season  has  been 
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a  failure.  The  largest  individual  catches  have  been 
by  Mercer's  boat,  which  landed  125  herrings,  and 
Cavell's  boat  Slinniroclc,  with  just  100.  Talses  of  even 
fifty  herrings  have  been  very  few,  and  too  often,  alas  I 
clean  nets  have  been  the  reward  of  the  fisherman's 
toil.  I  am  in  close  touch  with  the  fishermen  and 
boatmen  of  this  district,  and  when  the  herring  which 
"  spells  cod "  really  arrives  your  numerous  readers 
may  rely  on  having  information  of  the  fact  in  the  next 
issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  from 

Your  Walmeb.  Correspondent. 


KNOTS  FOR  GUr. 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  positively  painful  to  see  the 
clumsy  manner  in  which  your  average  fisherman 
ties  his  knots,  hitches,  and  loops. 

What  I  want  to  get  at  is  the  absolutely  safest  and 
neatest  way  for  attaching  (1)  cast  to  line;  (2)  droppers 
to  cast ;  (3)  gut  loop  of  salmon  fly  to  cast ;  (4)  metal 
eyed  hooks  to  cast ;  (5)  lengths  of  gut  to  make  or 
repair  a  cast. 

Of  course  most  of  us  know  a  safe  way  for  these 
attachments,  but  neatness  is  (to  m?,  at  any  rate) 
equally  important. 

I  presume  you  know  the  knot  here  illustrated.  For 
salmon  flies  it  is  absolutely  safe  and  deliciously  neat. 


Knot  fob  attaching  Salmon  Fly  to  Gut  C^st. 


T  believe  Mr.  Kelson  originated  it ;  if  so,  he  deserves  a 
monument.  To  tie  it— (1)  hold  fly  in  left  hand,  with 
gut  eye  to  the  right;  (2)  push  gut  np  through  eye; 
(3)  turn  to  right  and  form  a  loop  ;  (4)  put  end  down 
through  eye  and  inside  loop  (A) ;  (5)  holding  end  with 
left  thumb  work  loop  round  eye  (B)  ;  (6)  tighten  up 
the  loop  (C  and  D)  ;  (7)  pull  hard  and  reduce  size  to 
least  dimensions  (E).  If  properly  tied  the  gut  end 
lies  parallel  to  hook  shank  and  pointing  to  tail  of  fly— 
the  position  of  least  resistance. 

Do  you  know  an  equally  neat  knot  for  attaching  gut 
to  eyed  hooks  ?  There  are  several  in  common  use — 
all  either  unsafe  or  hideous. — Yours  sincerely, 

Dalton-in-Furness.  Wm.  H.  Pears  all, 

[By  an  unfortunato  accident  we  got  into  a  knot 
with  Mr.  Pearsall's  illustrations  of  knots.  Those 
given  last  week  on  page  2i9  should  have  accompanied 
the  letter  now  published,  so  we  give  them  again  with 
it.  We  know  nothing  better  or  sirnpler  or  stronger 
than  Major  Turlc's  well-known  knot  for  attaching 
eyed  hooks  to  gut.  As  Mr.  Wheeley  says,  there 
never  was  anything  so  abominably  puzzling  as  illus- 
trations of  knots.  "  I  am  knotting,"  she  cried,  "  it  is 
troublesome  work."  "Can  you  knot,  Mr.  Burke?" 
"  Dear  madam,"  said  he,  "  I  cannot." — Ed.] 


METHODS  OF  ATTACHING  GUT  CAST  OR 
LINE  TO  REEL  LINE. 

Dear  Sir, — If  a  knot  on  the  end  of  the  reel  line  is 
"  a  serious  objection,"  why  not  use  the  method  of 
attachment  I  shall  endeavour  to  describe  for  less 
experienced  anglers  than  ourselves.  Take  the  end  of 
the  reel  line  and  double  it  back  on  itself  several  inches ; 
now  pinch  the  point  of  the  doubled  portion,  close 


C  B     GOT  LOOP 


together,  and  then,  holding  this  doubled  part  in 
your  left  hand,  seize  the  gut  loop  of  your  casting  line 
and  slip  it  over  the  pinched  portion  of  the  reel  line. 
Run  the  gut  loop  freely  back  over  these  two  strands 
of  reel  line,  and  through  the  wide  unformed  loop  draw 
the  whole  gut  casting  line.  Before  you  draw  all  taut 
and  fix  it  for  good,  just  manceuvre  the  free  end  of  the 
reel  line  till  not  a  part  of  it  needs  to  be  cut  ofi. 
Then  soak  and  draw  quite  tight.  I  enclose  practical 
illustrations.  I  merely  mention  this  as  it  is  one  way 
of  doing  without  a  knot  on  the  end  of  the  reel  line. 
I  presume  that  it  is  well-known  to  most  old  fishermen. 
— Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


REEL  LINE  AND  GUT  CAST. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  much  interested  in  the  illustra- 
tions of  knots  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  4.  I  wish 
to  bring  to  your  notice  a  most  simple  knot  for  the 
attachment  of  reel  line  and  cast.  It  is  not  my  own 
idea,  but  was  shown  me  by  a  most  expert  salmon 
fisher,  since  when  I  have  "  used  none  other  "  for 
dressed  lines. 

To  make  the  knot  hold  the  cast  in  left  hand  with 
the  point  of  the  loop  towards  you,  pass  the  end  of  the 
running  line  through  the  loop  from  underneath,  turn 
it  outwards  and  right  round  loop  of  cast  and  itself, 
pull  slightly  taut  and  adjust  "  comer  "  of  knot  to 
fit  nicely  against  end  of  loop  of  cast ;  when  fitted 
prettily  together  pull  quite  taut,  a  pull  with  the  teeth 
on  loose  end  of  running  line  helps  to  make  a  nice 
clean-fitting  knot. 

The  knot  has  the  advantages  of  simplicity,  neatness, 
and  a  pointed  top  towards  rod  point ;  the  loose  end 


hangs  down-stream  towards  the  fly,  and  the  knot  is 
easily  undone  by  slipping  it  along  the  loop ;  after  so 
doing  it  is  easily  untied. 

When  properly  made  this  knot  will  not  slip  in  the 
slightest  with  a  dressed  line,  and  I  regard  it  as  the 
finest  possible  knot  for  attaching  the  fly  cast,  parti- 
cularly in  salmon  fishing.  I  should  not  be  disposed 
to  trust  it  with  an  undressed  line  unless  a  double  turn 
were  made  over  loDp  before  passing  line  through. 

Care  must  be  taken  in  closing  the  knot  not  to  allow 
it  to  "  capsize  "  itself  beyond  the  point  of  the  loop  of 
the  gut.  The  bend  ot  the  knot  and  the  upper  tip  of  the 
loop  come  into  capital  position  when  the  knot  is 
rightly  made. 

The  illustration  shows  the  knot  in  its  open  state ; 
the  tag  of  loose  running  line  must  not  be  too  short. — 
Yours  faithfully,  Charles  H.  Wheeley. 


KNOTS  FOR  ATTACHING  CAST  TO  REEL 
LINE,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — With  the  two  latest  copies  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  before  me,  open  at  the  illustrations 
of  "  Methods  of  Attaching  Cast  to  Reel  Line,"  I  am 
surprised  not  to  Fee  my  favourite  knot  represented, 
simple  as  it  is  and  widely  used.  I  stick  to  it  for  the 
above  purpose,  and  also  for  attaching  gut-looped  flies 
to  casts. 

Often  as  I  have  shown  it  to  fishers  using  some  other, 
I  have  not  once  had  its  superior  merits  questioned. 
For  security  and  smoothness  I  think  it  is  unequalled 
by  any  other,  only  it  may  be  badly  made,  and  so  be 
either  clumsy  or  unsafe. 

It  may  be  so  far  correctly  described  as  one  double 
looped  into  another — Fig.  A — but  for  both  purposes 
for  which  I  use  it  I  deal  with  the  fag  end  as  follows : 

Before  drawing  the  interlcckcd  primary  loops  tight, 


and  having  all  their  four  strands  as  level  as  they  can 
be  (Fig.  A),  I  carry  the  fag  end  across  its  fellow 
(Fig.  B 1)  and  double  it  round  behind  (Fig.  B  2),  thuj 
forming  practically  a  third  loop. 

I  then  push  the  fag  end  under  the  still  slack 
primary  loop,  towards  which  it  points  (Fig.  CI). 
Then,  to  make  the  whole  taut,  the  two  primary  loops 
should  first  be  pulled  tight,  after  which  strain  the  fag 
end  in  the  direction  it  points,  while  at  the  same  time 
pulling  the  extending  line  firmly  in  the  opposite 
direction. 

In  making  the  last  loop  referred  to  it  is  important 
to  bring  the  fag  end  across  its  fellow  in  front  (Pig, 
B  1)  and  not  pass  it  behind  without  first  so  crossing. 
It  seems  a  small  difference,  but  it  has  all  the  difference 
between  safety  and  weakness  in  use. 

One  other  possible  danger  to  the  unpractised  must 
be  guarded  against.  If,  in  drawing  the  knot  tight, 
the  fag  end  be  pulled  recklessly  the  last  double  may 
be  drawn  past  its  proper  position,  which  is  close 
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against,  but  outside,  the  loop  of  cast  or  fly,  and  so 
make  a  bad  and  insecure  knot.  When  properly  drawn 
the  strain  on  the  extending  line  keeps  all  taut ;  the 
heavier  the  strain  the  tighter  the  fag  end  is  gripped 
in  and  the  last  loop  pressed  against  its  supporting 
loop. 

Fig.  C  2  shows  the  knot  edgewise. 
Figs.  C  3  and  C  i  show  the  knot  from  in  front  and 
behind. 

As  I  have  said,  the  fastening  is  well-known,  yet, 
apparently,  not  as  widely  as  it  should  be.  I  have  used 
it  these  twenty-five  years. 

I  send  you  two  specimens  each  of  the  knot  as  tying 
a  cast  on  to  reel  line  and  a  fly  on  to  a  cast. — Yours 
truly,  "  Geey  North." 


THE  WASHINGTON  ANCESTRAL  HOME  IN 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

Sir, — Absence  from  town  has  delayed  attention  to 
the  reports  which  I  find  have  been  so  industriously 
circulated  during  the  past  few  weeks  to  the  effect 
that  the  mai  agement  of  the  Universal  Exposition, 
St.  Louis,  1904,  have  made  overtures  to  owners  ot 
agents  for  the  purchase  and  removal  of  the  housfl 
known  as  Sulgrave  Manor,  the  ancestral  home  iB 
Noithamptonshico  of  one  branch  of  the  Washington 
family.  I  therefore  bespeak  space  in  your  columns  to 
say  that  no  such  thing  has  been  so  much  as  thought 
of  or  suggested,  much  less  seriously  confciderei 
Perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  to  assure  the  public  that 
the  Exposition  authorities  do  not  contemplate  the 
transfer  from  England  or  any  other  country  of  build- 
ings or  monuments  which  have  become  interesting, 
either  by  lapse  of  time  or  by  association  with  meA 
and  events.— Very  truly  yours. 

Sanctuary  House,  George  F.  Parker, 

Tothill-street,  S.W.    Commissioner  in  the  United 
Oct.  11.  Kingdom  of  the  Universfp 

Exposition.  ^ 

[For  which  relief  much  thanks.— Ed.]  ^ 
(Several  letters  are  urwvoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Potential  125lb.  Teout  foe  Sale  in 
THIS  Country. 

The  Earl  of  Denbigh  is  going  in  largely  for  fish 
culture,  and  his  manager,  Mr.  J.  B.  Feiiding,  has 
got  out  an  extremely  neat  prospectus  and  price  list, 
from  which  I  take  this  account  of  the  biggest  trout 
I  ever  heard  of  in  my  e.xistence. 

"  The  Canadian  Great  Lake  Trout — Crisli- 
vomer  namaycush  (Walbaum). — This  giant  trout, 
or,  zoologically  speaking,  char,  has  a  very  ■wide 
distribution — extending  across  the  American  Con- 
tinent from  the  State  of  Maine,  northwards  in  the 
east,  and  the  Frazer  liiver,  northwards  in  the  west. 
It  is  believed  to  be  the  coldest  water  loving  of  all 
salmonidfe,  and  is  also  the  largest  growing,  attaining 
a  weight  of  12.51b.,  though  its  average  weight  in 
Lake  Michigan  is  lOlb.  to  201b.  This  fish  is  largely 
cultivated  by  the  United  States  Fish  Commission ; 
while  the  Northville  hatchery  alone  lays  down  some- 
thing like  11,000,000  ova  of  this  species.  The  Mac- 
kinaw trout,  as  it  is  often  known,  is  not  a  free-rising 
fish  ;  but  is  a  very  big  fighter  on  a  trolling  rod,  and 
should  show  sport  of  a  quality  second  to  none  in 
our  Scotch  lochs,  where  the  trout  are  usually  very 
indifferent  in  size.  Mr.  Feiiding  imported  the 
eggs  of  this  fish  some  time  ago  for  these  fisheries, 
and  we  are  in  a  position  to  say  that  no  fish  has 
done  better  here  nor  grown  quicker  than  the 
Mackinaw,  even  outstripping  the  rainbow  varieties. 
This  fish  spawns  on  rocks,  and  therefore  needs  no 
river  or  stream  in  which  to  fonn  its  redds." 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Earl  of  Denbigh  can 
supply  this  bounder  of  a  fish  which  averages  151b. 
to  201b.,  but  goes  up  to  12.51b.  (I  believe  as  a 
matter  of  fact  that  American  authorities  do  not 
credit  it  with  this  weight ;  one  says  it  is  "  reputed  " 


to  go  up  to  1001b.,  but  rarely  averages  more  than 
61b.) 

Just  imagine  having  a  1001b.  trout  in  your  creel, 
only  five  minutes  to  catch  the  last  train,  and  a 
mile  to  walk — it  makes  one  sweat  to  think  of  it. 


One  of  the  "  Worst  Seasons  ever  Experienced  " 
ON  Loch  Leven. 

I  am  sorry  to  see  from  the  Report  of  the 
Directors  of  the  Loch  Leven  Angling  Association 
that  in  consequence  of  the  unfavourable  weather 
and  the  increase  of  pike,  following  the  increase  of 
that  pest  the  Canadian  weed,  Anacharis  alsinas- 
trum,  the  past  fishing  season  has  been  one  of  the 
worst  on  record,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  report : — 

"The  gross  receipts  for  the  past  year,  in- 
cluding interest  on  revenue  account,  amount  to 
£•2313  7s.  lOd.,  of  which  £2237  I63.  6d.  was  for 
boat  hires,  or  £299  less  than  last  year.  After  pro- 
viding for  all  the  fixed  rents  and  other  charges 
there  remains  the  sum  of  £959  14s.  6d.  to  meet  the 
rent  for  the  trout  fishing  for  the  past  season,  being 
£40  53.  6d.  short  of  the  maximum  rent.  There 
was  carried  forward  from  last  year  a  balance  of 
£568  4s.  6d.,  to  which  there  falls  to  be  added 
£32  7s.  Id.  of  interest  on  the  invested  paid-up 
capital,  making  together  £600  lis.  7d.  In  con- 
sequence of  no  profit  being  made  on  the  revenue 
account,  the  directors  are  unable  to  recommend 
payment  of  any  dividend,  and  suggest  that  the 
whole  balance  be  carried  forward  to  next  account. 
The  past  season  was  one  of  the  worst  experienced 
since  the  formation  of  the  association.  To  that 
unfortunate  state  of  matters  many  circumstances 
contributed.  The  weather  was  quite  unsuitable 
for  angling,  while  the  continued  presence  of  the 
American  weed  had  the  most  prejudicial  efl'ect — 
directly  in  so  far  as  it  has  itself  interfered  with  fly, 
and  especially  with  minnow,  fishing,  and  also  by 
imparting  to  the  waters  of  the  loch  a  colour 
hitherto  unknown  to  it ;  and  indirectly  by  reason 
of  the  refuge  which  it  has  afforded  to  pike,  which 
appeared  during  the  summer  to  have  very  largely 
increased  in  numbers.  The  increase  of  pike  has 
caused  the  directors  much  thought  and  considera- 
tion, and  drastic  measures  have  been  adopted  with 
the  view  of  reducing  or  exterminating  them. 
Stringent  efforts  to  put  down  the  pike  by  means  of 
trimmers  and  drift  nets  have  been  adopted,  and  the 
directors  are  pleased  to  report  with  considerable 
success.  The  total  number  of  pike  caught  during 
the  past  season  was  1287,  weighing  40021b.,  as 
compared  with  859,  weighing  27671b.,  in  1901,  and 
278,  weighing  8521b.,  in  1900.  The  present  lease 
terminates  at  the  end  of  next  season,  and  the 
directors  have  been  in  communication  with  Sir 
James  Montgomery,  the  landlord,  regarding  its 
renewal.  He  is  willing  to  enter  upon  a  new  lease 
for  five  years,  under  the  former  conditions,  and  the 
directors  recommend  acceptance  of  his  proposal  to 
the  shareholders." 

I  think  I  may  possibly  be  able  to  suggest  pre- 
sently a  means  of  fighting  the  Canadian  weed. 


On  Oct.  27  Messrs.  Cassell  and  Company  wil 
publish  No.  1  of  what  promises  to  be  a  most  in- 
teresting work  for  sportsmen,  namely,  "  The  Sports 
of  the  World,"  edited  by  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  whose 
name  is  so  well  known  in  connection  with  works 
on  sport.  There  will  be  a  profusion  of  the  best 
and  newest  illustrations,  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  it  will  be  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and 
popular  works  of  the  kind  ever  offered  to  the  public. 
Mr.  Aflalo  has  a  strong  staff  of  contributors. 


Pepys  as  an  Angler. 

"  Dear  Marston,— I  was  reading  Pepys'  Diary 
last  evening,  and  came  across  the  following.  I 
wonder  if  you  have  ever  noticed  it  ? 

"  '  March  18,  1667.— This  day  Mr.  Ciesar  told 
me  a  pretty  experiment  of  his,  of  angling  with  a 
minikin,  a  gut  string  varnished  over,  which  keeps 
it  from  swelling,  and  is  beyond  any  hair  for  strength 
and  small ness.    The  secret  I  like  mightily.' 

"  Wonder  he  doesn't  say  something  about  split- 
cane  rods  1 — Very  truly  yours, 

"  J.  T.  Primrose  Pechey." 

Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Pechey.  Yes,  I  remember 
noticing  the  mtcresting  reference  in  the  immortal 
diary.    Fine  cat  gut  used  for  musical  instruments 


looks  the  very  thing  for  some  kinds  of  fishing  line. 
I  tried  it  as  a  boy,  and  was  surprised  at  the  size  it 
swelled  to.  I  fear  Mr.  Ciusar's  plan  of  varnishing 
would  not  be  effective  long.  I  wonder  it  Mr. 
I'echey  knows  that  Rare  Ben  Jonson  was  an 
angler,  very  keen  on  pike  fishing  ?  I  only  dis- 
covered it  when  reading  his  "  Life  "  last  spring. 


Death  of  Mr.  E.  Gosling. 

I  am  sorry  to  have  to  record  the  death  of  another 
very  good  angler  and  old  correspondent  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  Mr.  Edwin  Gosling,  whose  capital 
articles  and  letters  on  sea  fishing  appeared  occasion- 
ally in  the  Fishing  Gazette  during  the  past  twenty 
years  or  more.  I  am  sorry  Mr.  Jones,  who  sends 
me  the  following  letter,  is  unable  to  get  me 
a  photograph  of  his  old  friend. 

Sir, — I  regret  to  have  to  inform  you  of  the  death, 
on  Oct.  11,  of  Mr.  Edwin  Gosling,  in  his  62od  year, 
after  a  painful  illness  at  Hazel  House,  Dormans- 
land,  Surrey.  The  deceased  gentleman  was,  I 
understand,  no  stranger  to  your  columns.  It  is 
sad  when  the  "  creaking  gate  "  that  is  left  has  to 
follow  to  the  grave  the  lately  robust  form  of  the 
friend  on  whose  arm  he  was  so  glad  to  lean  a  few 
weeks  back. 

October  was  never  in  a  more  rainy,  chilly  mood 
when,  at  Lingfield  Cemetery,  I  followed  my  kindly, 
genial  friend  to  his  grave.  I  first  met  Mr.  Gosling 
some  twenty  years  ago  at  Budleigh  Salterton, 
when  the  conversation  turning  upon  snakes,  he 
very  calmly  pulled  one — a  common  ringed  snake — • 
out  of  his  coat  pocket,  and  pointed  out  the  differ- 
ence between  that  reptile  and  its  venomous  relative 
the  viper.  As  our  acquaintance  improved  and 
enlarged,  what  delightful  fishing  excursions  we  took. 
A  favourite  one  was  "  congering."  Starting  from 
the  peeble  beach  at  Salterton  on  an  early 
autumnal  evening,  with  enough  light  left  to  find  our 
"  mark  "  in  a  well-found  boat  with  two  men,  we 
were  soon  at  work  with  vicious  tugs  from  the 
congers,  giving  them  no  time  to  think  it  over  as 
hand  over  hand,  notwithstanding  their  desperate 
struggles,  we  brought  them  into  the  boat.  After 
two  or  three  hours'  sport  the  baits  were  neglected 
and  we  returned  to  the  beach,  occasionally  getting 
a  rough  time  in  landing  on  the  "  cop."  Sometimes 
we  made  a  night  of  it,  and  came  home,  after  a 
snooze  with  the  congers  as  bed-fellows,  with  the 
mackerel  and  the  bass  in  the  morning.  On  such 
nights  the  commissariat  was  my  charge,  and  I 
once  achieved  a  great  triumph  by  producing  in 
the  early  morning  a  welcome  good  hot  pint  of 
coffee  all  round  Irom  a  Norwegian  safe  I  had 
surreptitiously  taken  on  board.  Mr.  Gosling 
was  a  scholar  and  a  sportsman.  In  pisca- 
torial pursuits  he  was  at  his  best ;  but  he 
was  familiar  with  the  birds  of  the  air  and  the 
flowers  of  the  field,  and  nothing  gave  him  greater 
pleasure  than  imparting  information  to  those  who 
desired  it.  He  was  a  widely-read  man,  a  capital 
raconteur,  and  although  his  last  days  were  clouded, 
and  he  knew  his  end  was  inevitable,  he  was  cheerful 
to  the  last.  Rought  Jones. 

East  Grinstead. 


Big  Run  of  Salmon  in  the  Lledr. 
A  correspondent  informs  me  that  not  in  the 
memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitant  of  Bettws-y-Coed 
have  there  been  so  many  salmon  in  the  Lledr  as 
this  season,  but  nobody  has  been  able  to  catch 
them.  R.  B.  Marston. 


"How  to  Make  Useful  Things  "  is  the  title  of  the 
latest  of  the  Red  Lion  House  Popular  Handbooks, 
and  by  investing  threepence  in  the  purchase  of  a  copy 
an  industrious  lad  may  not  only  derive  constant 
pleasure  and  amusement,  but  also  save  pounds. 
Among  other  things  this  handy  little  book,  by  means 
of  test  and  illustrations,  will  teach  him  how  to  make 
a  wireless  telegraph  apparatus,  a  telephone,  a  grama- 
phono,  a  poultry  house,  an  electric  bell,  a  simple 
lathe,  an  up-to-date  rabbit  hutch,  a  dog  kennel,  a 
salt-power  engine,  a  pigeon  cot,  tables,  bookcases, 
garden  frames,  etc.  All  the  instruction  is  tersely 
conveyed  in  language  that  is  void  of  technicalities  and 
easy  to  understand,  while  the  diagrams  and  sketches 
make  things  plain.  The  angler  is  taught  how  to 
make  a  good  and  serviceable  rod.  The  book  is 
published  by  Messrs.  James  Henderson  &.  Sons,  at 
Red  Lion  House,  Red  Lion-court,  Fleet-street, 
B.C.,  or  can  be  obtained  through  any  newsagent  or 
bookseller. 
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DOVE  DALE  EE  VISITED. 
By  the  Amateur  Anglee. 
(Concluded  from  jpage  269.) 

Tuesday,  Oct.  7. — I  have  now  been  here  a  week, 
and  during  the  whole  of  the  time  the  weather  has 
been  abominable — as  bad  for  fishing  as  it  could  be 
■^the  wind  always  blowing  down  stream,  howling 
rovmd  rocky  corners,  and  more  frequently  than  not 
accompanied  by  scudding  showers ;  really  fishing 
has  been  a  farce. 

By  way  of  diversifying  our  incessant  labours  and 
almost  fruitless  toils  on  the  river,  our  good  land- 
lord volunteered  to  drive  me  and  my  son-in-law 
over  to  Hartington.  We  did  not  go  into  the  village, 
but  stopped  short  at  the  old  mill,  where  they  kept 
so  many  pigs  as  recorded  in  my  old  volume. 

Jack  drove  the  carriage  back  home,  and  we 
started  on  our  ten-mile  walk  down  the  dales.  Ah  ! 
what  a  delightful  walk  it  was — for  me  at  least — 
and  the  others,  though  they  may  perhaps  have  felt 
the  fatigue  a  little  luorc  than  I,  yet  seemed  to 
enjoy  it.  If  the  sun  did  not  shine  on  us,  the  wind 
at  least  had  toned  itself  down  to  a  pleasant  breeze  : 
the  sky  was  leaden,  and  the  tops  of  the  precipitous 
hills,  now  wood-clad  and  now  bare  and  rocky,  were 
but  dimly  outlined  in  a  hazy  mist. 

When  I  lasi  plodded  down  these  glorious  dales, 
many  years  ago,  it  was  in  the  gay  summer  time, 
and  all  their  charms  were  enhanced  by  brilliant 
sunshine ;  now  the  scenery  has  a  sober,  not  to  say 
sombre,  aspect.  But  it  has  its  compensations : 
then  we  had  to  contend  with  sweltering  heat,  now 
we  can  saunter  by  the  river  side,  cool  and  calm 
and  contented. 

It  was  with  a  feeling  of  delight,  almost  akin  to 
veneration,  that  I  was  permitted  once  again  to  see 
and  to  introduce  my  friends  to  the  outside  of  the 
Walton  and  Cotton  Fishing  House  at  the  head  of 
Beresford  Dale,  for  strange  to  say  our  host  of  "  The 
Izaak  Walton "  had  never  seen  this  remarkable 
temple  sacred  to  all  anglers,  and  yet  he  has  shot 
rooks  in  the  woods  overhanging  this  spot  and 
adjoining  Beresford  Hall  (now  pulled  down). 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  we  found  the  little  temple 
in  a  state  of  excellent  preseivation.  Of  course  the 
door  was  locked,  but  we  did  not  feel  that  we  were 
guilty  of  impertinent  curiosity  when  we  strove  to 
look  into  the  sanctum  through  the  windows.  The 
motto  above  the  door  sufficiently  justified  us, 
"  Piscatoribu3  Sacrum,"  and  are  we  not  piscators  ? 
Could  we  not  say  with  "  Viator,"  "  Why  then  I  per- 
ceive I  have  some  title  here,  for  I  am  one  of  them, 
though  one  of  the  worst."  There  we  could  see  the 
old  circular  marble  table  and  the  same  half-a-dozen 
old  armchairs,  and  the  old  oak  settee — all  of  which 
I  presume  are  the  same  as  those  mentioned  by 
"  Viator,"  "  all  exceeding  neat,  with  a  marble  table 
and  all  in  the  middle." 

I  think  it  is  highly  probable  that  this  old  circular 
marble  table  is  the  one  mentioned  by  "  Viator," 
but  the  chair  probably  belongs  to  a  more  recent 
date. 

James  Thorne  quotes  from  some  old  British 
geography  book    an  account  of  a  visit  to  this 
sanctum  sanctorum ;  the  house  was  described  as 
"  being  in  ruins,  the  roof  decayed,  the  inscription 
illegible,  the  table  broken,  and  instead  of  being 
'  all  exceeding  neat,'  all  overgrown  with  dank 
moss  and  weeds ;  while,  to  crown  all,  the  only 
access  was  through  a  broken  window." 
When  Thorne  himself  visited  it  he  found  it  "  as 
perfect  and  as  neat  as  when  '  Viator '  stepped  into 
it."    It  was  rebuilt  early  in  the  nineteenth  century. 

Perhaps  it  is  not  sacrilegious  to  say  that  we  saw 
within  also  a  modern  split-cane  fishing  rod  and 
other  utensils  which  suggested  the  desirability  of 
keeping  the  door  locked.  I  was  sorry  to  see,  how- 
ever, that  not  only  was  the  door  locked,  but  the 
wicket  gate  which  leads  to  the  enclosure  has  just 
now  had  a  new  lock  attached  to  it ;  it  did  not  appear 
quite  finished,  and  so  luckily  for  us  it  was  not 
locked,  and  we  had  the  pleasure  of  sitting  on  the 
seats  that  surround  the  two  lime  trees  that  guard 
the  entrance,  to  rest  our  weary  limbs,  and  to  cat 
our  luncheon  in  peace  and  contentment. 

I  suppose  there  is  something  to  be  said  in  favour 
of  locking  this  approach,  and  so  excluding  excur- 
sionists on  the  ground  of  possible  damage  to  the 
property.  My  own  impression  is  that  excursionists 
are  generally  very  harmless,  and  damage  is  far 
more  likely  to  arise  from  resentment  caused  by  too 
rigid  exclusiveness  than  by  letting  things  remain 
as  they  were,   I  own  I  should  have  felt  myself 
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wronged,  and  I  should  have  been  cruelly  dis- 
appointed had  I  found  that  gate  locked,  and  so 
have  been  shut  out  from  even  an  outside  view  of 
this  venerable  shrine. 

It  is  pleasant  to  see  that  the  present  proprietor 
is  again  planting  trees  and  shrubs  and  flowers  in 
the  surrounding  grounds,  and  when  another  summer 
comes  they  will   present   a   bright  and  comely 


appearance  to  scenes  already  so  grand  and  imposing 
in  their  natural  beauty. 

The  sight  and  the  scene  brought  vividly  to  my 
mind  the  memory  of  days  gone  by,  and  on  depart- 
ing I  took  off  my  hat  and  saluted,  as  all  good 
anglers  should,  with  a  conviction  that  I  may  never 
look  on  the  enchanting  picture  again. 

In  my  little  book,  "  Days  in  Dove  Dale,"  I 
described  the  scene  as  follows  : — 

"  On  leaving  the  cottage  we  suddenly  came 
upon  as  lovely  a  bit  of  the  river  as  is  to  be  found 
anywhere.  Here  nature  has  at  some  not  very 
recent  period  been  helped  by  art ;  here  are 
rustic  stiles  and  seats. 

For  talking  age  and  whispering  lovers  made, 

and  here  and  there  beds  of  rhododendron, 
lignum-vita?,  and  other  shrubs  and  plants  taste- 
fully arranged,  though  now  neglected." 


The  scene  is  altered  now  ;  the  neglect  I  noticed 
then  seems  to  have  been  perpetuated,  but  there  is 
now  an  indication  of  a  revival. 

Next  on  our  pilgrimage  down  Beresford  Dale  we 
came  upon  Pike  Pool.  The  Pike  stands  in  the 
midst  of  his  pool,  more  covered  with  moss,  and 
its  head  now  over-shadowed  by  the  branches  of 
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trees  which  at  the  time  of  my  last  visit  were  only 
young  saplings. 

In  the  fifth  edition  of  the  "  Compleat  Angler" 
it  was  delightful  to  find  the  following  paragraph 
written  by  Izaak  Walton  himself  in  a  marginal 
note  to  Cotton's  volume  : — 

"  It  is  a  rock  in  the  fashion  of  a  spire  steeple, 

and  almost  as  big.    It  stands  in  the  midst  of  the 


river  Dove,  and  not  far  from  Mr.  Cotton's  house, 
below  which  place  this  delicate  river  takes  a  swift 
career  betwixt  many  mighty  rocks,  much  higher 
and  bigger  than  St.  Paul's  Church  before  it  was 
burnt." 

Beresford  Dale  possesses  beauties  of  its  own, 
which  have  been  so  often  described  by  more  gifted 
pens  than  mine  that  I  need  not  make  an  attempt 
which  could  only  end  in  failure.  The  only  incident 
that  interrupted  our  walk  down  this  dale  was  the 
shriek  of  a  rabbit  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 
A  stoat  had  seized  and  was  clinging  to  his  throat. 
One  of  us  threw  a  stone  at  him,  and  the  stoat 
quitted  his  prey  and  was  off  like  a  shot  into  the 
river  bank,  but  the  rabbit  lay  dead  on  the  green 
grass. 

Passing  down  Mill  Dale — which  connects  Beres- 
ford Dale  with  Dove  Dale,  is  about  a  mile  in  length, 
and  is  truly  a  barren,  wild-looking  place  with  steep 


and  craggy  hills ;  here  we  came  upon  the  fish 
hatchery,  which  on  my  last  visit  was  quite  new, 
having  only  j  ust  been  erected  by  Sir  Henry  AUsop, 
and  was  in  full  working  order.  Now,  alas  !  it  is  in 
a  state  of  absolute  ruin,  the  tanks  broken  and 
rotten,  the  beds  overgrown  with  weeds,  altogether 
presenting  an  appearance  of  desolation. 
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Having  refreshed  ourselves  with  tea  at  Hamble' 
ton's  newly-built, very  pretty  little  temperance  hotel 
in  Mill  Dale  we  proceeded  onwards.  We  met  Mr. 
Locke,  the  keeper,  a  friend  of  all  at  our  hotel.  He 
is  a  first-rate  fly  fisherman,  and  maker  of  the  par- 
ticular flies  to  which  the  Dove  trout  and  grayling 
are  most  partial.  He  astonished  us  by  saying  that 
three  days  ago  he  had  caught  seven  brace  of  fine 
grayling,  whilst  we  experts  of  the  I.  W.  could 
catch  none.  On  telling  this  to  the  Master  he 
fully  explained  the  mystery  to  our  entire  satis- 
faction, for  we  had  begun  to  doubt  our  own 
infallibility. 

"Pooh!"  said  he,  "anybody  can  catch  those 
tame  fish !  They  are  so  strictly  preserved  up  in 
those  wilds  that,  unlike  our  wild  and  preternaturally 
cautious  fish  down  in  the  lower  waters  of  the  Dove 
and  the  Manifold,  these  highlanders  will  go  madly 
at  anything  that  is  put  before  them."  Thus  did 
the  Master  seek  to  soothe  our  minds  and  restore 
our  equanimity. 

As  we  approached  Dove  Holes,  the  northern 
entrance  to  Dove  Dale,  the  shades  of  evening  began 
to  close  over  us,  leaving  us  just  sufficient  light  to 
bring  out  the  magnificent  rock  on  the  right,  and 
show  with  distinctness  the  grim  outline  of  a  lion's 
head  which  gives  it  its  name — "  The  Lion  Rock  "  ; 
"  The  Dove  Holes  "  are  two  immense  caverns  in 
the  rocks  on  the  left.  We  explored  one  of  them 
and  found  it  to  be  a  convenient  cave  for  shelter  in  i 
a  storm. 

"  Ilam  Rock  "  is  seen  further  on,  with  the  singular 


became  very  dark,  leaving  this  note  of  warning 
behind  them. ) 

The  descent  of  this  Sharplow  cliff"  is  dangerous  by 
daylight,  for  a  false  step  may  send  you  rolling 
down  over  the  rocks  and  into  the  river.  Our  guide, 
knowing  every  step  and  stone,  helped  me  along, 
and  we  soon  found  ourselves  safe  and  v/ell  in  the 
welcome  shelter  of  "  The  Izaak  Walton."  And  so, 
for  me,  ended  a  memorable  day. 

Meanwhile,  during  our  absence,  the  Master  had 
gone  forth  to  fish  in  the  lower  waters  of  the 
Dove,  down  Okeover  way,  and  there  met  with 
adventure  after  adventure,  piled  on  each  other 
like  Ossa  upon  Pelion.  I  cannot  remember  them 
all,  but  I  think  his  first  loss  was  his  pipe, 
then  his  tobacco  pouch,  and  then  he  lost  his 
lunch,  a  packet  of  sandwiches,  which  fell  into 
the  water,  which,  by  the  way,  might  possibly 
have  been  the  cause  of  the  marvellous  adventmre 
which  befell  him  lower  down.  He  was  wading, 
when  all  of  a  sudden  he  came  upon  the  most 
extraordinary  rise  of  fishes  in  a  pool  that  he 
had  ever  seen  in  the  most  rampant  May  Fly 
season — scores  of  them  were  bobbing  up  on  all 
sides  of  him,  and  "ne'er  a  graylin'  amang 'em," 
as  said  the  keeper  who  witnessed  the  scene  from 
the  bank.  It  occurred  to  me  that  this  packet  of 
sandwiches,  gradually  swept  down  by  the  stream 
into  this  trout  pool,  might  have  been  the  true 
cause  of  the  commotion  among  them,  who  knows  ? 
Let  some  one  try  the  experiment  by  throwing 
a'vay  his  own  lunch  into  the  stream  and  watch  for 


Neah  the  Lover's  Leap,  Dove  Dale. 


if-  R.  null,  Ashbourne. 


stone  pulpit  seated  on  the  highest  pinnacle  of  the 
rock  and  overhanging  it.  Our  companion  once 
saw  a  foolhardy  fellow  standing  and  waving  his 
arms  on  the  top  of  this  pulpit. 

The  path  at  best  was  slippery,  and  oftentimes 
rocky.  We  had  hoped  by  way  of  diversion  to 
run  up  to  "  Reynard's  Cave,"  but  when  we  got 
to  the  foot  we  thought  better  of  it,  and  so  we 
passed  on,  and  it  grew  darker  and  darker.  The 
path  grew  rougher  and  steeper,  we  had  frequently 
to  cling  to  each  other  for  support,  and  by  the  time 
we  had  reached  the  top  of  the  Sharplow  Hill  (I 
think  it  is  so  called),  above  the  Lover's  Leap,  it  was 
pitch  dark,  and  the  owls  were  flitting  about  on  their 
noiseless  wings,  now  and  again  hooting  their  weird 
shrill  notes.  It  was  there  I  saw  in  the  distance  a 
glimmering  white  light,  which  I  at  once  pronounced 
to  be  "  Will  o'  the  Wisp  "  {ignia  fatuus)  or  "  Jack  o' 
Lantern,"  I  was  the  more  convinced  because  as 
we  advanced,  feeling  our  way  foot  by  foot  along 
the  brow  of  the  hill,  it  just  as  slowly  and  steadily 
approached  us  instead  of  receding  (as  "  Will  o'  the 
Wiaps  "  generally  do).  When  at  last  it  came  up 
to  us,  or  we  came  up  to  it,  we  found  it  was  a  sheet 
of  white  notepaper  stuck  on  the  end  of  a  stake. 
On  striking  a  light  we  read  these  ominous  words  : — 

"  We  have  waited  here  till  six  o'clock  to  help  carry 
you  home.  Couldn't  wait  any  longer.  Do  take  care 
of  yourselves.  (Signed)  "  Daisy  E." 

The  "  Will  o'  the  Wisp  "  proved  to  be  our  little 
friend  Daisy,  who  had  come  to  meet  us  with  her 
great  friend,  the  Master ;  they  returned  before  it 


results  1  But  the  most  extraordinary  event  that 
happened  to  the  Master  on  this  eventful  day  was 
that,  struggling  among  the  slippery  stones  in  the 
deep,  he  fell  headlong  into  the  water.  He  scrambled 
out  filled  up  with  water,  and  nothing  dry  but  his 
hat,  which  he  picked  up,  peacefully  floating  on  the 
surface.  He  was  more  than  two  miles  from  home. 
He  reached  there  with  all  the  speed  he  could 
muster  up,  slipped  into  the  bath-room,  had  a  hot 
bath  and  a  change  of  raiment,  and  was  in  a 
very  short  time  off"  to  the  river  again,  for  he 
discovered  that  in  his  haste  he  had  somewhere 
lost  his  waterproof  cape.  He  found  it  awaiting 
him,  hanging  on  a  bush,  and  he  returned  home  a 
happy  man,  not  a  bit  the  worse  for  his  many 
mishaps. 

Wednesday,  Oct.  8. — The  only  fine  day  I  have 
had  since  I  came  to  Dove  Dale,  and  I  am  glad  to 
be  able  to  report  it.  My  fishing  only  resulted  in  a 
fine  trout,  which,  in  obedience  to  inexorable  law, 
I  put  back. 

Thursday,  Oct.  9. — The  very  worst  day  of  all — 
incessant  rain  all  day  without  cessation.  We 
fished  through  it  all.  Result :  two  small  grayling  ; 
the  Master  still  vexed  by  the  persistent  trout,  of 
which  he  caught  several  and  threw  them  back. 
He  also  brought  home  a  brace  of  fine  grayling. 

Friday,  Oct.  10.— My  last  fishing  day,  and  a 
woeful  wet  one  it  was.  The  editor  of  the  Fishing 
Ga^.cttn,  for  some  purposes  of  his  own,  asked  me  to 
send  him  a  Dove  grayling  of  a  pound  or  upwards. 
I  tried  all  I  could  to  get  one,  but  I  failed  to  catch 
one  big  enough.    Our  good  Master  came  to  the 


rescue.  Ho  hurried  off  down  to  the  river,  and  sooa 
returned  with  a  lovely  grayling,  weight  lib.  3o%., 
which  he  was  good  enough  to  present  to  mc,  and  it 
was  immediately  despatched  to  Mr.  Editor. 

On  Saturday,  Oct.  11,1  was  obliged  reluctantly  to 
say  farewell  to  "The  Izaak  Walton "  and  Dove  Dale. 
I  conclude  this  sketch  by  a  brief  retrospect  of  my 
visit.  I  had  been  there  for  about  ten  days.  My  fore- 
boding about  the  weather  has  been  amply  justified. 
It  has  been  bad  for  angling,  bad  for  cycling,  bad  for 
touring,  and  in  spite  of  it  all  I  have  during  my 
visit  revived  so  many  pleasant  associations  with 
the  past,  and  have  found  so  much  enjoyment  in 
the  present ;  I  have  been  treated  with  so  much 
kindness  and  attention  by  mine  host  and  hostess, 
and  by  all  with  whom  I  have  been  brought  in 
contact,  that  I  must  always  regard  this  visit  as  one 
which  will  dwell  in  my  memory  as  a  very  agreeable 
episode  in  my  life. 

I  have  avoided  any  attempt  to  teach  my  brother 
anglers  how  to  angle  ;  I  have  entered  into  no  dis- 
cussion as  to  the  breeding  of  trout  or  grayling,  or 
as  to  their  times  and  places  for  spawning  ;  I  have 
no  physiological  or  mysterious  theories  as  to 
close  times  or  open  times — I  only  know  that  it 
would  have  vastly  added  to  my  enjoyment  it  I  had 
been  fishing  in  Dove  Dale  at  a  time  when  both 
trout  and  grayling  were  takeable.  I  am  aware  that 
the  Trent  Conservancy  Board,  which  is  supposed 
to  conserve  the  main  river  and  its  tributaries,  are, 
or  ought  to  be,  very  strict  in  their  enforcement  of 
the  law  as  to  the  close  time  for  trout  from  and 
after  Oct  2,  but  my  own  experience,  and  that  of 
the  other  anglers  whom  I  have  met  here,  is  that 
that  date  is  unnecessarily  early.  All  the  trout  taken 
by  us  were  in  perfect  condition,  and  if  the  close 
time  for  trout  had  been  Oct.  15  instead  of  Oct.  2 
I  am  sure  that  I  should  have  had  a  different  story 
to  tell.  I  suppose  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that 
trout  in  the  same  river  do  not  all  spawn  at  the 
same  time — some  are  early,  some  late,  and  some 
barren.  Of  course,  it  is  at  all  times  a  thrilling  and 
pleasant  sensation  to  have  a  struggle  with  a  big 
trout,  even  when  he  rises  to  your  grayling  fly,  and 
the  grayling  are  sulking  on  the  bottom,  but  one's 
pleasure  is  just  a  little  modified  by  the  pain  one 
c*nnot  avoid  inflicting  on  the  trout  in  extracting 
the  hook,  and  the  grief  one  cannot  help  feeling  in 
parting  with  him  by  consigning  him  to  his  native 
element  instead  of  to  one's  bag. 

Now  I  must  say  adieu  to  Dove  Dale  and  its  sweet 
stream,  and  close  my  account  of  this  my  short  and 
last  visit  with  these  lines  from  "  The  Retirement," 
by  Charles  Cotton  :— 

Oh,  my  beloved  nymph,  fair  Dove! 
Princess  of  rivers  1  how  I  love 

Upon  thy  flow'ry  banks  to  be  ; 
And  view  thy  silver  stream, 
When  gilded  by  the  summer's  beam! 
And  in  it  all  thy  wanton  fry. 

Playing  at  liberty; 
And  with  my  angle,  upon  them 

The  all  of  treachery 
I  ever  learnt,  industriously  to  try. 


CLOSE  TIME  FOR  TROUT  IN 
SCOTLAND. 


The  provisions  of  the  Freshwater  Fish  (Scotland) 
Act,  1902,  in  so  far  as  regards  the  close  time  for  trout, 
came  into  force  on  Oct.  15.  Both  trout  and  trout 
anglers  will  now  have  a  season  of  peace  extending  for 
four  and  a  half  months  in  each  year. 

Anglers  are  delighted  that  the  trout  are  now  pro- 
tected by  law,  and  with  the  view  of  having  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  brought  under  the  notice  of  all 
interested,  the  Scottish  Trout  Anglers'  Association  are 
circulating  a  notice  in  the  following  terms  throughout 
all  the  angling  centres  in  Scotland. 

Close  Time  fob  Tbout. 

By  the  Freshwater  Fish  (Scotland)  Act,  1902, 
2  Edward  VII.,  Cap  29,  it  is  enacted  that  there  shall 
be  an  annual  close  time  for  trout  between  October  15 
in  any  year  and  February  28  in  the  year  following, 
both  inclusive,  during  which  it  shall  not  hs  lawful 
(except  in  the  case  of  artificial  hatcheries  for  scientific 
breeding  or  restocking  purposes)  to 

(1)  Fish  for  common  trout  in  any  river,  water,  or 
loch  in  Scotland  by  net,  rod,  line,  or  otherwise;  or 

(2)  To  have  possession  of  common  trout ;  or 

(3)  Expose  common  trout  for  sale. 

The  penalty  for  each  offence  is  five  pounds. 

■^Edinburgh  Evening  DispatcJi, 
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GEIGIN  OF  THE  SPLIT-CANE  EOD. 


It  is  becoming  an  international  question  as  to 
whether  split-cane  glued-up  rods  were  made  first 
in  England  or  America.  I  thought  I  had  settled 
the  matter  in  favour  of  the  originator  being  an 
Englishman  by  showing  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
some  years  ago  that  English-made  split-cane  rods 
were  exhibited  at  the  1851  International  Exhibi- 
tion, and  that  "  Ephemera  "  had  described  in  1847 
the  method  employed  by  Mr.  Little,  the  fishing 
tackle  maker  (then  of  Fetter-lane),  in  making 
split-cane  rods.  Also,  if  my  memory  serves  me 
right,  I  gave  some  references  to  split-cane  rod 
making  previous  to  1847  which  I  found  in  the 
sporting  paper  Bell's  Life.  It  will  be  seen  from 
the  article  by  Dr.  James  A.  Henshall,  which 
appeared  in  Outing  for  May  this  year  (to  which  a 
correspondent,  Mr.  W.  D.  Coggeshall,  kindly  draws 
my  attention),  that  the  genial  doctor  has  discovered 
that  in  1845  an  American  gun  maker,  Mr.  Phillippi, 
of  Easton,  Penosylvania,  made  split-cane  rods. 

II.  B.  MARbTON. 

Mr.  Coggeshall,  in  sending  me  Dr.  Henshall's 
article,  says  : — 

In  your  issue  of  the  11th  inst.  you  are  good  enough 
to  publish  the  interestiDg  letter  of  Mr.  Williams,  of 
Great  Queen-street,  on  this  subject. 

Amongst  my  data  on  angling  subjects  I  find  the 
enclosed,  which  may  ha  of  interest  to  your  numerous 
readers.  The  whole  article  is  too  long  for  me  to  copy, 
therefore  I  send  it  to  you  in  order  that  you  may  use 
it  at  your  discretion — that  is,  publish  it  fully  or  make 
such  extracts  as  you  think  necessary.  In  view  of  the 
many  articles  which  you  have  published  this  year  on 
"  Light  V.  Heavy  Rods "  it  is  rather  interesting  to 
find  that  so  far  back  as  1845  we  are  told  that  an 
eleven-foot  four-inch  rod,  weighing  8oz.,  was  made. 
With  reforence  to  "  Light  v.  Heavy  Rods  "  "  Viator  " 
started  a  very  practical  argument,  and  on  which  I 
will  be  pleased  to  write  you  at  a  later  date,  giving 
you  exact  weights  and  lengths  and  the  results  of  my 
thirty  years'  experience  with  both  classes  of  rods. 

On  discussing  this  question  with  Jim  Duce,  one 
of  the  best-known  Leeds  fishermen,  Jim  remarked : 
"  What  is  the  need  of  a  hop-pole  to  get  a  line  out." 
I  think  Duce  was  right,  and  with  your  permission  I 
will,  as  I  said  before,  be  pleased  later  on  to  give  my 
version  of  the  theory  as  well  as  the  practical  use  of 
the  rods  from  4oz.  to  IBoz. 

INVENTING  THE  SPLIT-BAMBOO  EOD. 
By  Dr.  Jambs  A.  Henshall. 
From  "  Outing"  New  York,  May,  1902. 

In  an  admirable  and  comprehensixe  article  on 
"  Salmon  Fishing "  in  Scribne7-'s  Magazine  for 
October,  1876,  Dr.  A.  G.  Wilkinson,  of  "the  Patent 
Office,  Washington,  D.C.,  gives,  so  far  as  I  know, 
the  first  history  of  the  split-bamboo  rod  and  its 
method  of  construction.    Incidentally  he  says  : 

Twenty-five  years  ago  (1851)  a  London  firm  made 
split-bamboo  rods,  putting  the  enamel  inside.  .  .  . 
Mr.  Phillippi,  living  at  Easton,  Pa.,  conceived  the 
idea,  ia  186G,  of  putting  the  enamel  upon  the  outside, 
where  it  would  do  the  most  good.  Next,  Mr.  Green  and 
Mr.  Murphy  put  their  heads  together  aud  made  rods 
of  this  sort  of  four  strands,  and  finally  the  old  and 
well-known  firm  of  A.  Clerk  &  Co.,  New  York,  intro- 
duced into  the  market  the  Leonard  rod  of  six  and 
twelve  strands,  and  have  since  been  supplying  Euro- 
peans with  all  they  get  of  this  article. 

In  1881,  in  my  "  Book  of  the  Black  Bass,"  I  gave 
a  brief  history  of  the  origin  of  the  split-bamboo 
rod  as  made  in  the  United  States,  giving  credit  for 
the  invention  to  Samuel  Phillippi,  of  Easton,  Pa., 
and  the  date  of  his  first  rods  as  early  as  1848.  The 
proofs  that  I  produced  were  complete  and  authentic 
enough  to  establish  the  claim  for  Phillippi  as  the 
inventor  of  the  split-bamboo  rod  in  America,  and  cer- 
tainly as  the  first  in  the  world  to  make  a  four- 
section  rod.  Those  made  in  I^ngland  about  that 
time,  and  exhibited  at  the  first  World's  Pair  at  the 
Crystal  Palace  in  London  in  1851,  were  all  three- 
section  rods — that  is,  three  triangular  strips  or 
BectioiH,  either  with  the  enamel  inside  or  outside. 
These  were  known  as  "  rent  and  glued  up  "  bamboo 
rods,  and  were  shown  by  several  makers. 

Mr.  William  Mitchell,  of  New  York,  an  excellent 
and  well-known  rod  maker,  in  an  article  on  the 
split-bamboo  rod  in  the  American  Angler,  says  : — 

Mr.  Wilkinson  gives  the  year  1806  as  the  one  in 
which  Mr.  Phillippi,  a  gun  maker  of  ]<laston.  Pa., 
made  a  glued-up  split-bamboo  rod  in  three  sections, 
or  parts  of  one.  He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Green  aud 
Mr.  Murphy. 

Dr.  Henshall,  in  his  "  Book  of  the  Black  Bass,' 


gives  the  date  of  the  first  split-bamboo  rod  made  in 
this  country  by  Samuel  Phillippi  as  about  1848  ;  but 
all  dates  are  from  memory,  and  I  believe  the  date 
given  by  Mr.  Wilkinson  is  the  nearer  approach  to  the 
correct  one,  Mr.  Phillippi  never  made  a  complete 
rod  of  split-bamboo,  only  a  tip  and  joint  to  a  three- 
piece  rod,  the  butt  of  ash,  and  the  joint  and  tip  made 
in  three  sections. 

Mr.  Murphy,  of  Newark,  N.J.,  in  an  article  by  Mr. 
B.  Phillips,  on  the  origin  of  the  split-bamboo,  pub- 
lished in  the  New  York  Times,  gives  the  date  as  1848 
when  Mr.  Phillippi  used  the  natural  bamboo,  and 
subseriuently  made  a  joint  of  bamboo. 

Satisfied  that  there  was  some  error  or  mistake 
concerning  the  date  1866,  as  given  by  Dr.  Wilkinson, 
I  afterwards  wrote  to  him  on  this  point,  when  he 
replied  as  follows  : — 

You  are  certainly  all  right  on  the  split-bamboo 
question.  Mitchell  gives  the  date  of  Murphy's  rods 
as  1863,  and  Murphy  concedes  priority  to  Phillippi, 
and  the  latter's  date  is  1846.  At  the  time  of  writing 
I  could  not  fix  Murphy's  exact  date.  I  am  now  clearly 
of  the  opinion  that  Phillippi's  son  carelessly  wrote  1866 
in  place  cf  184(),  and  in  fact  I  remember  perfectly  well 
that  his  figures  were  pretty  diliicult  to  decipher. 

In  order  to  confirm  and  substantiate  the  claim  I 
made  for  Phillippi,  I  subsequently  corresponded 
with  several  of  his  old  fishing  companions  and 
friends,  citiziens  of  I^aston,  Pa.,  with  the  result  that 
I  am  now  able  to  fix  the  date  of  his  first  rods  aa 
early  as  1845. 

At  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition  at  Chicago 
in  1893  I  exhibited  in  my  department  an  oil  portrait 
of  Samuel  Phillippi,  together  with  several  of  his 
rods,  one  of  which  is  now  in  my  possession.  It  is 
one  of  his  first  rods,  and  is  still  in  as  good  practical 
condition  as  when  first  made.  It  is  a  trout  fly  rod 
eleven  feet  four  inches  in  length,  and  weighs  exactly 
8oz.  It  is  a  perfectly  proportioned  rod,  as  the 
following  diameters  show  :  Greatest  swell  of  butt, 
one  inch ;  inside  diameter  of  first  ferrule,  five- 
sixbeenths  of  an  inch ;  of  second  ferrule,  three- 
sixteenths  of  an  inch  ;  of  extreme  tip,  three-thirty- 
seconds  of  an  inch.  Length  of  reel  seat,  three  and 
a  half  inches ;  diameter,  eleven-sixteenths  of  an  inch. 
Length  of  butt  handle  from  reel  seat  to  end,  ten 
inches,  including  ithe  iron  thimble  at  end.  If 
the  end  of  butt  was  shortened,  as  in  modern  rods, 
the  weight  would  be  reduced  at  least  l^oz.  It  is 
made  of  four  sections  of  bamboo,  except  the  butt 
which  is  of  stained  ash,  and  is  neatly  wrapped  with 
black  silk  on  the  bamboo  joints.  The  ferrules  and 
reel  bands  are  brass. 

The  other  rods  exhibited  were  of  four  and  six 
sections  or  strips  throughout,  including  butt.  One 
of  the  latter  was  a  very  finely  finished  and  handsome 
rod  with  solid  silver  mountings,  neatly  engraved ; 
it  was  accompanied  by  a  reel  of  mother  of  pearl, 
the  only  one  I  have  ever  seen.  This  last  was 
doubtless  one  of  his  later  rods. 

My  opinion  now  is  that  Phillippi  was  really  the 
first  maker,  and  consequently  the  inventor  of  the 
split-bamboo  rod,  and  made  his  first  rod  before 
they  were  made  in  England.  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  three-section  rent  and  glued-up  bamboo  rod 
was  made  in  London  previous  to  1845,  though  rods 
of  three  sections  of  hickory  and  other  hard  woods 
were,  perhaps,  made  as  early  or  earlier. 

I  do  not  think  it  possible  that  Phillippi,  in  a 
small  interior  town  in  Pennsylvania,  ever  heard  of 
an  English  split-bamboo  rod  before  his  invention  ; 
for  even  Mr.  Mitchell,  an  old  and  experienced  rod 
maker  of  New  York,  says  in  the  article  referred  to  : — 

The  first  split-bamboo  rod  I  ever  saw  or  heard  of 
was  made  by  Wm.  Blacker,  54,  Dean-street,  Soho, 
London,  and  to  order,  for  James  Stevens,  an  old  and 
well-known  auglar,  of  Hoboken,  N.J.  This  was  in 
1852,  and  it  was  given  to  me  for  repairs  and  alterations 
in  that  year. 

The  late  Professor  Alfred  M.  Mayer,  editor  of  the 
Century  Company's  "  Sport  with  Rod  and  Gun,""" 
in  a  footnote  to  Dr.  AVilkinson's  article,  says  in 
reference  to  this  rod : — 

I  have  seen  a  split-bamboo  rod  made  according  to 
the  suggestions  of  that  distinguished  angler,  the  late 
James  Stevens,  of  Hoboken,  by  Blacker,  of  London. 
This  rod  is  of  three  sections  with  the  enamel  on  the 
outnile,  aud  was  made  in  1852,  while  Mr.  Stevens  was 
in  London.  This  date  has  been  accurately  determined 
for  me  by  his  son,  Mr.  Frank  Stevens. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  number  of  British 

*  Dr.  A.  G.  Wilkinson  was  the  first  to  suggest  to 
the  editor  of  Scribncr's  Maiiazinc,  Dr.  Holland,  to 
publish  a  series  of  articles  on  sports  with  rod  and  gUQ, 
of  whi('h  hia  was  the  first. 


books  on  angling  published  during  a  century, 
there  is  no  mention  of  the  rent  and  glued-up  cane 
rod  previous  to  1847.  In  this  year  "  Ephemera  " 
(Edward  Fitzgibbon)  published  his  "  Handbook  of 
Angling,"  in  which  he  gives  a  description  of  the 
method  of  Mr.  Little,  a  London  rod  maker,  in  the 
construction  of  a  salmon  rod  composed  of  an  ash 
butt,  with  the  other  joints  of  three-section  split 
and  glued-up  bamboo  cane. 

During  the  Chicago  World's  Fair  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  Phillippi  called  on  me,  and  gave  me  a  very 
interesting  account  of  her  father.  Among  other 
things  she  stated  that  after  her  father's  death 
Joseph  Jefferson,  the  actor,  called  at  their  house 
and  purchased  one  of  her  father's  rods. 

Mr.  Solon  C.  Phillippi,  of  Easton,  Pa.,  a  son  of 
Samuel  Phillippi,  furnished  me  with  the  following 
notes  concerning  his  father  :— 

Samuel  Phillippi  was  born  Aug.  9,  1801,  in  Reading, 
Pa.,  and  died  in  Easton,  Pa.,  May  25,  1877.  He  went 
to  Eaitoa  when  about  sixteen  years  old,  where  he 
learned  the  trade  of  gunsmith  with  Mr.  Peter  Young. 
He  wag  a  skilled  workman  in  wood  or  metal.  He 
made  violins  and  fishing  rods  in  addition  to  his  regular 
work  as  a  gunsmith.  He  received  a  silver  medal  for 
one  of  hia  violins  from  the  Franklin  Institute  Fair  at 
Philadelphia.  He  made  the  first  "  Kinsey  "  fishing 
hooks  from  patterns  furnished  by  Phineus  Kinsey,  of 
Easton,  Pa.  He  was  a  good  trout  fisher,  and  fished 
at  times  in  company  with  Thad.  Norris,  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  Judge  Jas.  Madison  Porter,  Colonel  T. 
R.  Sitgreaves,  Wm.  Green,  I'hineus  Kinsey,  John 
and  Abraham  De  Hart,  Shetill  Heckman,  and  others, 
of  Easton. 

He  visited  a  number  of  places  with  Mr.  Thad.  Norris 
when  the  latter  was  seeking  a  location  for  a  trout 
hatchery,  and  which  was  finally  located  near  Blooms- 
burg,  N.J.  Mr.  Norris  often  saw  Phillippi  at  work 
on  split-bamboo  rods  in  his  shop.  Charles  F.  Murphy, 
himself  a  noted  rod  maker,  of  Newark,  N.J.,  also 
visited  Phillippi  to  learn  something  of  his  method  of 
making  split-bamboo  rods. 

In  his  first  experiments  Phillippi  made  tips  and 
second  joints  of  two  and  then  three  sections  of  split- 
bamboo,  enamel  outside,  with  butts  of  solid  cane  or 
ash.  But  these  rods  would  not  cast  the  fly  true.  He 
then  made  the  joints  of  four  sections,  and  found  that 
they  would  Cist  perfectly  in  any  direction.  He  then 
made  complete  rods  of  four  sections,  including  the  butt, 
and  later  of  six  sections  or  strips ;  the  enamel  was 
always  on  the  outside.  These  rods  were  for  his  own 
use,  but  afterwards  he  made  some  for  his  friends,  one 
of  the  first  being  for  Colonel  T.  R.  Sitgreaves,  with  ash 
butt  and  joints  of  four-section  split-bamboo. 

His  books  show  that  the  first  split-bamboo  rod  sold 
was  in  1848.  This  was  a  fouc-scotion  rod  in  three 
pieces,  all  split-bamboo,  including  the  butt.  His  first 
rods  were  made  certainly  as  early  as  1845.  Solon 
Phillippi  learned  rod  making,  in  addition  to  the  trade 
of  gunsmith,  from  his  father.  In  1859  Solon  made  a 
complete  rod  of  six  sections ;  the  handpiece,  eighteen 
inches  long,  was  made  of  twelve  sections  of  hard  wood. 
In  187G  he  made  a  three-piece  rod,  with  handpiece 
of  red- wood,  and  balance  of  rod  of  eight  sections  oc 
strips,  four  of  split-bamboo  and  four  of  snakewood, 
alternating. 

Following  are  extracts  from  letters  relating  to 
this  subject  from  some  of  my  correspondents  as 
evidence  to  corroborate  my  opinion  that  Samuel 
Phillippi  was  the  first  maker  of  the  split-bamboo 
rod : — 

From  Mr.  Geo.  W.  Stout,  of  Easton,  Pa.  :— 

I  came  to  this  town  in  1851.  I  made  my  first  split- 
bamboo  rod  in  1860,  and  got  my  idea  from  Phillippi's 
rods.  I  was  an  amateur  only,  and  never  made  more 
than  a  dozen  in  all.  .  .  .  Ex-SheriS  Thos.  Heckman, 
now  in  his  eighty-sixth  year,  was  a  life-long  acquaint- 
ance of  Phillippi,  and  often  went  fishing  with  him. 
He  is  well  preserved,  with  an  excellent  memory,  and 
is  good  authority.  He  says  he  knows  that  Samuel 
Phillippi  made  split-bamboo  rods  in  1846.  Edward 
Innes,  a  man  of  repute,  aged  about  sixty-seven, 
remembers  seeing  him  making  one  of  these  rods  in 
1847.  You  may  rely  implicitly  on  the  evidence  of 
Heckman  and  Innes,  who  both  fished  with  Sam  before, 
and  many  years  after,  1846.  Innes  was  much  at  Sam's 
shop  before  1847,  and  fixes  the  date  by  its  being  just 
baforo  he  removed  to  Philadelphia,  Wiiero  he  resided 
several  years. 

From  Mr.  Thos.  Heckman,  ex-Sheriff  of  Easton, 
Pa.  :— 

I  knew  Sam  Phillippi  a  great  many  years,  some  sixty 
or  seventy.  1  have  fished  with  him  many  times, 
sometimes  for  a  week's  camping  in  the  mountains  of 
Monroe  County.  He  was  the  first  man  in  this  part  of 
the  country  to  build  a  split-bamboo  rod.  He  made 
two  for  me,  one  of  which  is  still  in  good  condition.  To 
my  best  recollection  he  built  his  first  rod  about  1846  r 
he  made  his  own  ferrules,  rings,  and  keepers. 
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From  Abbey  &  Imbrie,  of  New  York  City  : — 
Ye  ar  account  of  the  origin  of  the  split-bamboo  rod 
is  perfectly  correct.  Our  Mr.  Abbey,  the  writer,  was 
the  active  membsc  of  Andrew  Clerk  &  Co.  at  the  time 
of  the  origination,  by  Mr.  Phillippi,  of  the  split- 
bamboo  rod,  and  is  therefore  well  acquainted  with  its 
history  down  to  the  present  time. 
From  Mr.  Chas.  F.  Murphy,  of  Newark,  N.  J.  :— 
Mr.  Chas.  Luke,  of  this  city,  formerly  of  Easton, 
Pa.,  used  to  fish  and  hunt  with  Mr.  Phillippi,  and 
frequented  his  workshop,  where  he  saw  him  use  split- 
bamboo  for  fly  rods  certainly  as  far  back  as  1848. 
Luke  moved  from  Easton  to  Newark  in  1850.  I  am 
very  certain  you  can  give  Phillippi  credit  for  the 
discovery  of  split-bamboo  for  fly  rods  without  fear  of 
being  contradicted.  While  making  rods  for  Andrew 
Clerk  &  Co.,  Mr.  Abbey,  of  that  firm,  showed  Mr. 
Green  and  myself  a  rod  made  by  Mr.  Phillippi,  the 
top  and  second  joint  made  of  split-bamboo,  with  butt 
joint  made  from  white  ash.  I  made  the  first  split- 
bamboo  salmon  rod,  also  the  first  black  bass  ;rod  of 
split-bamboo. 
From  Dr.  W.  W.  Bowlby,  of  New  York  City  :— 
My  earliest  recollection  of  the  split-bamboo  rod 
dates  back  to  about  the  year  1852.  At  that  time  I 
lived  in  New  Jersey,  near  Easton,  Pa.,  and  fished  in 
the  same  waters  ia  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania 
with  an  old  gunsmith  of  Easton,  known  among  us  as 
"Old  Sam  Phillippi."  It  was  about  the  year  above- 
named  that  I  saw  a  split-bamboo  rod  in  his 
possession,  and  he  informed  me  at  the  time  that  he 
was  the  originator  of  the  idea  ;  and  to  him,  I  earnestly 
believe,  belongs  the  credit  of  having  first  conceived 
the  idea  of  constructing  a  rod  from  such  material. 

While  certain  parties  were  compelled  to  concede 
the  priority  of  Phillippi  in  this  matter,  they  sought 
to  detract  somewhat  from  his  laurels  by  pronounc- 
ing his  rods  crude  affairs,  with  the  added  remark 
that  they  were  not  "  complete,"  having  white  ash 
butts.  Now,  judging  from  the  rod  in  my  possession , 
old  Sam  Phillippi  knew  just  what  a  trout  fly  rod 
should  be  in  its  action,  both  in  casting  a  fly  and  in 
playing  a  trout ;  and  it  is  on  these  qualities  of  a 
rod  that  its  merits  should  be  judged,  rather  than 
on  the  style  of  its  construction  or  fine  appearance. 
Of  course,  it  is  better  and  desirable  to  have  beauty 
of  form  combined  with  excellence  of  action  when- 
ever this  is  possible  ;  but  I  have  seen  hundreds  of 
split-bamboo  rods  that,  while  they  were  all  that 
could  be  desired  as  to  style  and  appearance,  were 
sadly  lacking  as  to  the  purposes  and  usage  for 
which  they  were  constructed. 

The  ash  butt  of  my  Phillippi  rod  gives  just  the 
right  amount  of  backbone,  and  the  bamboo  joints 
just  the  requisite  pliancy  and  resiliency  needed  in 
a  fly  rod.  Its  joints  are  just  as  straight  and  intact 
as  when  first  made.  It  is  as  honest  and  reliable, 
and,  I  might  say,  as  perfect  a  rod,  so  far  as  its  uses 
and  action  are  concerned,  as  some  of  my  modern 
rods,  "  complete  "  though  they  may  be. 

But  old  Sam  Phillippi  also  made  rods  entirely  of 
split-bamboo,  and  of  six  sections  as  well,  afterwards, 
and,  as  I  now  believe,  before  any  other  maker 
attempted  the  construction  of  a  split-b+mboo  rod. 
■  And  that  he  improved  on  his  earlier  efforts  those 
who  saw  the  silver-mounted  six-section  rod  in  my 
exhibit  at  the  Chicago  Fair  can  bear  witness. 

I  fear  that  I  have  destroyed  the  old  incomplete 
file  of  BelVs  Life,  but  possibly  some  reader  of 
these  lines  has  one  and  can  tell  us  if  the  split-cane 
is  referred  to  prior  to  184.5. 

In  any  case,  from  the  evidence  adduced  by  Dr 
Henshall,  it  looks  as  if  the  split-cane  was  invented 
about  the  same  time  independently  in  America 
and  England  sometime  in  the  forties  of  the 
nineteenth  century.  E.  B.  M. 


LIARS'  CLUB  AT  MOOSEHEAD 
LAKE. 


TuE  Liars'  Club,  Kineo's  new  organisation,  got 
together  recently  for  its  second  meeting.  Since 
the  first  meeting  the  membership  has  grown 
wonderfully,  and  the  cottage  office  is  hardly  large 
enough  to  answerithe  purposes.  President  .Tohnson 
is  oj)pnly  in  favour  of  a  club-house,  but  Manager 
C.  A  .Judkins,  of  the  Mount  Kineo  House,  insists 
that  such  steps  are  not  necessary,  end  he  has 
already  volunteered  to  throw  open  the  dining-room 
in  case  it  becomes  necessary.  A  vote  of  thanks 
and  an  honorary  membership  have  been  tendered 
to  Manager  Judkins. 

"  lirethreii,"  said  President  Johnson,  after  cigars 
hafl  l)ecn  lighted  and  the  rattle  of  chairs  had  ceased, 
and  then  he  paused  a  moment  to  flick  the  asheg 


from  his  cigar  down  the  neck  of  the  secretary,  "  I 
cannot  attempt  to  conceal  the  profound  pleasure 
that  the  large  attendance  upon  this  auspicious 
occasion,  our  second  meeting,  arouses  within  my 
breast.  This  popular  demonstration  proves,  beyond 
reasonable  doubt,  that  our  unique  organisation  fills 
a  real  need ;  shows  to  me  that  its  fame  is  not  to 
be  merely  local,  but  at  least  national,  if  not  inter- 
national. And  in  conclusion,  I  cannot  refrain  from 
expressing  the  hope  that  the  same  brotherliness 
and  enthusiasm  may  continue  to  hover  round  this 
brilliant  and  cosmopolitan  coterie.  The  speaker 
of  the  evening  is  none  other  than  our  friend  and 
the  well-known  guide,  Bait  Eod." 

"  I  understand,"  said  Mr.  Eod,  "  that  I  am 
accorded  the  privilege  Mike  Laren  says  should  be 
generally  observed — namely,  that  the  truth  should 
not  be  strictly  adhered  to  where  a  slight  variation 
can  make  the  story  more  interesting.  But  I  must 
say  in  opening  that  it  will  be  entirely  unnecessary 
for  me  to  make  use  of  this  privilege,  or,  as  President 
Johnson  so  aptly  [put  it  at  the  first  meeting,  to 
allow  the  imagination  to  make  short  flights, 'i  for 
neither,  I  feel,  is  necessary. 

"  Then,  again,  I  am  not  sufficiently  gifted  as  a 
story  teller  to  trust  myself  farther  than  the  simple, 
unadorned  truth,  so,  my  friends,  you  must  be 
content  to  let  me  relate  this  trifling  incident  just 
as  it  occurred,  without  the  frills  that  a  clever 
man  would  attach,  and  minus  the  interest  one  of 
imagination  might  add. 

"  Y'^ou  will  remember  that  winter  came  very 
suddenly  last  fall.  We  had  much  cold  weather  to  be 
sure,  but  heavy  winds  kept  the  lake  from  freezing 
until  well  along  into  December.  Then  suddenly  it 
grew  calm  and  cold  one  evening,  and  the  next 
morning  the  lake  was  covered  with  a  coating  of  thin, 
glare,  firm  ice  about  an  inch  or  an  inch  and  a  half  in 
thickness,  and  as  clear  as  ever  plate  glass  was 
made.  New  ice  is  always  firm,  and  contrary  to  the 
advice  of  people  about  Kineo  I  determined  to  make 
the  attempt  to  cross  the  lake  to  my  camp  at  the 
West  Outlet. 

"  I  found  the  ice  sufficiently  firm  to  hold  me,  and 
while  it  cracked  if  I  slowed  my  speed  I  felt  safe. 
As  I  sped  along  I  suddenly  became  aware  of  its 
exceptional  clearness.  I  could  look  down  through 
it  as  easily  as  one  would  through  the  skylight  of  a 
house.  The  bright  sun  seemed  to  be  reflected  down 
through  the  mysterious  depths  of  water  by  the  ice 
as  if  it  were  a  prism.  Becoming  curious  I  laid 
down  upon  the  ice,  and  covering  my  eyes  from  the 
sun,  found  that  I  could  see  the  bottom  of  the  lake, 
five  himdred  feet  away,  as  plainly  as  I  could  see 
the  distant  shore.  The  sight  made  me  dizzy.  I 
never  could  stand  upon  a  mountain  and  look  off, 
to  say  nothing  of  looking  down,  and  the  sensation 
of  the  vast  depth  below  me  and  the  cold  water 
between,  with  only  a  thin  crust  of  ice  as  a  separa- 
tion, sent  uncanny  chilis  creeping  down  my  back. 

"  I  rose  and  hurried  on  towards  the  outlet  with 
the  desperation  of  a  man  pursued.  As  I  got  over 
shallow  water  my  self-control  gradually  returned, 
and  from  time  to  time  I  gratified  my  curiosity 
8tud;)ing  the  bottom  of  the  lake  as  one  explores  an 
unknown  territory.  Here  and  there  were  clear, 
sandy  bottoms  ;  elsewhere  great  boulders  made  deep 
caverns,  in  whose  shadowy  depths  monster  fishes 
could  be  seen  moving  slowly  in  and  out. 

"  At  the  outlet  the  water  was  sufficiently  shallow 
to  permit  my  looking  straight  down  through  the  ice 
to  the  bottom  without  lying  down,  and  I  enjoyed 
the  sensation,  moving  about  from  time  to  time 
before  going  ashore.  After  a  time  I  found  a  point, 
directly  opposite  my  cabin,  at  which  a  great  school 
of  speckled  trout  were  congregated.  I  approached 
cautiously  until  nearly  over  them. 

"  This  point  is  closed  by  law  to  fishing,  and  I 
presume,  the  fact  having  become  generally  known 
among  the  trout,  it  had  become  a  sort  of  retreat 
for  them — just  as  Canada  is  the  mecca  of  bank 
cashiers.  If  the  fishes  had  once  entertained  fear 
of  man  it  had  long  since  been  forgotten,  so  secure 
had  they  become  in  this  stronghold. 

"  I  won't  attempt  to  describe  the  numbers  or  size 
of  the  fishes  I  saw  there.  You  have  already  heard 
something  along  this  line,  and  I  can  in  no  way  add 
to  the  very  excellent  and  truthful  description  which 
has  been  given  in  this  particular.  My  purpose  is 
simply  to  tell  of  the  trifling  incident  which  it  was 
my  humble  fortime  to  encounter. 

"  The  sight  of  those  plump  trout  was  too  much 
for  me  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  they  were  doubly 
protected — the  law  making  the  locality  one  which 
could  not  be  fished,  and  the  season  being,  of  course. 


■  That  Remabkable 
Fly." 


a  close  one.  But  I  felt  that  there  could  be  no 
harm  in  my  taking  just  one  or  two  little  ones  and 
cooking  them  for  dinner  at  my  camp,  and  the 
temptation  becoming  too  great  I  yielded. 

"  Naturally  I  had  neither  hook  nor  line  with 
me,  but  the  worst  handicap  was  the  lack  of  bait. 
Hunting  through  my  pockets  I  found  a  bit  of  stout 
linen  twine,  and  I  made  a 
rough  hook  from  a  safety- 
pin.    In  place  of  bait  I 
made  a  crude  representa- 
tion   of    a  Parmacheene 
Belle  from  bits  of  red  and 
white  flannel,  and  laying 
the  whole  upon  the  ice  took 
my  axe  preparatory  to  cut- 
ting a  hole. 

"  Then  and  there  a 
peculiar  thing  took  place 
that,  had  I  given  it  more 
thought,  would  have 
warned  me  of  the  conse- 
quences of  the  act  that  I 
was  about  to  commit. 
Naturally  the  ice  was  as 
easy  for  the  fish  to  see 
through  as  it  was  for  me, 
and  the  moment  that  fly 
dropped  upon  the  ice  the 
fishes  below  began  to  jump 
for  it.  The  whole  monster 
school  seemed  to  have  but 

one  desire,  and  that  to  get  that  morsel  in  their 
mouths,  and  they  poimded  away  until  the  ice  fairly 
shook.  Every  now  and  then  a  big  fellow  would 
pull  off  twenty  or  thirty  feet,  get  a  purchase,  and 
come  thundering  up  against  the  ice  like  a  catapult, 
making  it  crack  ominously. 

"  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  at  the  time  the  incident 
did  not  strike  me  as  being  unusual.  I  took  it  as 
positive  assurance  that  I  would  have  no  trouble  in 
securing  the  one  or  two  little  ones  I  wanted  for 
dinner,  but  very  soon  I  saw  that  the  only  humane 
thing  to  do  was  to  pick  that  fly  up  and  put  it  in  my 
pocket  while  I  chopped  a  hole  in  the  ice,  for  the 
sight  of  the  bleeding  snouts  and  blackened  eyes 
had  got  the  best  of  me.  So  I  put  the  fly  out  of 
sight,  and  as  I  did  so  I  never  saw  a  more  disap- 
pointed lot  of  fishes  in  my  life.  It  did  seem  that 
they  would  not  be  consoled. 

"  In  a  short  time  I  had  cut  a  good-sized  hole 
through  the  ice,  the  trout  all  the  while  regarding 
me  curiously  some  ten  feet  away  ;  the  very  inquisi- 
tive ones  coming  quite  close  now  and  then,  only  to 
dart  back  quickly  to  the  main  school  at  the  slightest 
movement.  I  cleaned  out  the  fine  ice,  and  after 
winding  the  line  about  my  hand  dropped  in  the  fly, 
not  without  a  little  flutter  of  excitement,  for  I  had 
a  vague  presentiment  that  something  was  going  to 
happen. 

"  No  sooner  had  the  fly  touched  the  water  than 
the  school  started  for  it  as  one  fish.  Instinctively 
I  jumped  back,  pulling  the  fly  with  me,  but  that 
made  no  difference,  the  fishes  came  straight  on 
through  the  hole,  the  big  ones  in  the  lead  and  the 
little  ones  at  the  end.  As  the  capacious  mouths 
opened  a  chill  of  fear  swept  through  me  and  I  ran 
for  the  shore,  the  whole  school  following  as  rapidly 
as  it  could.  I  sought  seclusion  in  my  cabin,  and 
was  just  able  to  unbolt  and  unlock  the  door  and 
get  inside  when  the  fleetest  were  at  my  heels. 

"  Then  suddenly  I  lost  my  fear.  What  was  there 
in  a  school  of  fish  to  be  afraid  of  ?  But  under  the 
circumstances  it  is  not  strange  that  I  was  a  bit 
unnerved  at  first.  I  went  outside  and  killed  a  few 
little  ones  for  dinner,  and  then  put  the  rest  to 
flight.  They  readily  sought  the  water,  for  many 
were  already  gasping  for  breath ;  but  in  an  hour, 
gentlemen,  that  whole  school  of  trout,  with  many 
additions,  was  back  at  my  cabin  door,  and  that 
thing  kept  up  during  the  entire  day. 

"And  finally,  gentlemen,  I  had  to  carry  out 
boards  and  cover  up  that  hole,  taking  advantage  of 
a  time  when  the  trout  were  in  the  water  getting 
their  breath  for  another  rush ;  it  waa  such  a 
nuisance  having  them  around. 

"I  have  always  kept  that  remarkable  fly,  and 
here  it  is,"  concluded  the  speaker,  producing  a 
monster  fly  from  an  envelope  which  he  took  from 
his  pocket. — "  Special  Correspondent  "  of  the 
American  Field. 


American  Books.— a  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  variou* 
departmenta  of  liter»ture  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  MarstOD 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunatan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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FEE SH- WATER  AQUARIA.* 
By  the  Eev.  Gregory  C.  Batbman,  A.K.C. 


{Continued  from  page  254.) 
CHAPTER  Yin.— contimced. 

Golden  Carp,  in  common  with  all  the  Cyprinidae, 
have  the  power  of  living  for  a  considerable  time 
out  of  water.  The  reason  of  this  is  that  the  covers 
of  their  gills,  having  bony  supports,  can  be  opened 
by  the  action  of  the  muscles,  and  so  the  fish  are 
able  as  it  were  to  breathe  the  atmospheric  air. 
Aquarium-keepers  have  often  recorded  instances  in 
which  Golden  Carp  have  j  umped  out  of  their  tank 
on  to  the  floor,  have  remained  there  for  several 
hours  before  they  have  been  discovered,  and  then, 
on  being  returned  to  the  water,  have  quickly 
regained  their  former  health  and  spirits.  A  con- 
venient way  of  carrying  these  fish  a  long  distance 
is  to  wrap  them  up  in  damp  moss.  The  late  Mr. 
Frank  Buckland  says,  that  once  having  a  dozen 
Gold-fish  given  to  him,  he  placed  them  in  wet 
grass  and  then  in  a  cloth  in  his  carpet  bag. 
"  There  they  remained  all  night."  On  his  arrival 
in  town,  during  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day, 
he  placed  them  in  water,  and  found  that  six  of 
them  were  still  alive  after  having  been  kept  a 
night  and  half  a  day  in  his  carpet  bag.  When 
first  placed  in  the  aquarium  they  rolled  about  as 
if  intoxicated,  but  they  soon  recovered  from  the 
effects  of  their  journey. 

When  Gold-fish,  by  accident,  have  been  allowed 
to  remain  for  a  long  time  out  of  water,  they  may 
frequently  be  revived  by  administering  a  little 
brandy,  even  if  they  are  apparently  quite  dead. 

Gold-fish  will  breed  in  a  large  aquarium :  they 
deposit  their  spawn  among  the  water-weeds  there, 
to  which  it  adheres.  The  spawn  as  soon  as  de- 
posited should  be  removed  to  another  tank,  or  the 
old  fish  will  eat  either  it  or  the  fry  which  are  hatched 


Fig.  88.  Common  Cahp  (Cyprinus  carpio) 

from  it.  The  young  fish  are  hatched,  according  to 
the  water's  temperature,  in  from  four  to  seven  days. 
They  nhould  be  provided  at  first  with  the  smallest 
anitual  life  for  food,  such  as  water-fleas  and 
Cyclop?.  When  about  six  months  old  they  may 
be  returned  to  the  aquarium,  for  they  will  then  be 
q'lite  able  to  take  care  of  themselves.  The  young 
fish  at  first  are  very  dark,  almost  black,  but  gradu- 
ally as  they  grow  they  become  either  golden  or 
til  very  in  colour. 

Gold-fish  can  be  more  easily  bred  in  a  small 
pond  in  the  garden  than  in  an  aquarium.  The 
pond  for  this  purpose  need  not  be  more  than  8ft. 
or  9ft.  in  diameter,  and  about  4tt.  deep.  The 
sides  of  the  pond  ought  to  slope  gradually  from  the 
edge,  so  that  the  young  fry  will  be  able  to  get  out 
of  the  reach  of  those  old  Gold-fish  which  pursue 
them  with  cannibalistic  intentions.  The  pond 
may  be  made  perfectly  watertight  by  means  of  a 
mixture  of  I'ortland  cement  and  sand.  Before  any 
fish  are  introduced  into  the  pond  it  should  be  filled 
with  water,  which  ought  to  be  frequently  changed 
during  a  period  of  six  weeks  or  two  months.  The 
I'ortland  cement  will  then  be  deprived  of  any 
poisonous  properties,  which  would  be  likely  to  in- 
jure the  fish.  When  the  pond  has  been  properly 
soaked,  its  bottom  should  be  covered  with  well- 
washed  river  sand  to  the  depth  of  about  6in.,  and 
in  this  sand  several  sprays  of  Water  Lobelia  ought 
to  be  planted.  When  the  Lobelia  has  taken  root, 
and  made  a  fair  amount  of  growth,  the  fish  may  be 
introduced — say,  eight  male  Gold-fish  and  six 
females.  These  under  favourable  circumstances 
will  increase  with  great  rai)idity  :  one  carp  alone 
will  sometimes  deposit  about  half-a-million  eggs : 
luckily, however,  only  a  small  portion  of  these  hatch. 

*  Thia  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
miny  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangemant  with  Mr.  Upoott  Gill- 


The  fish  during  their  breeding  season  should  be  fed 
on  meat  and  garden  worms  as  well  as  vermicelli. 
The  pond  ought  to  be  so  situated  that  as  little  dust 
and  as  few  dead  leaves  as  possible  can  enter  it.  The 
Lobelia  must  be  watched,  lest  it  make  too  luxuriant 
a  growth,  and  thus  iprevent  the  free  movement  of 
the  fish.  About  six  dozen  wator-snails  {Planorhis 
Cornells)  should  be  put  into  the  pond  with  the  fish  ; 
their  eggs  and  little  ones  will  help  to  supply  the 
young  fish  with  food.  No  frogs  or  sticklebacks 
must  be  allowed  with  the  Gold-fish  ;  indeed,  it  is 
better  to  put  no  other  fish  at  all  into  the  pond  if 
the  Gold-fish  are  wished  to  breed.  Such  a  pond  as 
this  miglit  be  made  very  profitable. 

There  is  certainly  no  more  suitable  fish  for  the 
aquarium  than  the  Common  Carp  {Cyjirinus  ca/rpio) 
(Fig.  88),  for  it  ia  very  handsome  when  in  good 
health,  its  scales  looking — as  it  has  been  well  said 
by  Pope — as  it  "  bedropp'd  with  gold."  Its  form 
shows  that  it  is  admirably  fitted  for  a  life  in 
stagnant  water  ;  and  being  the  least  carnivorous  of 
fish,  it  is  never  likely  (except  driven  by  absolute 
starvation)  to  prey  upon  any  of  its  smaller  comrades 
in  the  tank.  As  it  has  the  largest  brain,  in  propor- 
tion, of  any  fresh-water  fish,  it  is  very  intelligent, 
and  soon  becomes  so  exceedingly  canning  that  no 
fish  is  more  diflicult  to  catch  with  rod  and  line  in  a 
large  pond  than  an  old  carp.  It  will  even  with 
great  success  dodge  the  net.  How  well,  then,  is 
it  named  the  "  fresh-water  fox  "  1  Though  it  is 
one  of  the  most  troublesome  of  all  fish  to  catch,  it 
is  one  of  the  easiest  to  tame  when  caught. 

Cyprinus  carpio  will  live  apparently  quite  con- 
tented where  any  other  fish — except  perhaps  a 
tench— would  very  likely  die.  It  seems  to  be 
almost  indifferent  to  either  heat  or  cold,  for  it 
has  been  proved  that  it  will  survive  being  placed 
in  water  heated  to  109  degrees,  or  frozen  up  in  a 
mass  of  solid  ice.  The  Common  Carp  will  also  live 
for  several  hours  out  of  water;  and  fishermen 
sometimes  tell  us  how  that  after  a  long 
and  successful  day's  carp  fishing  they 
have  found  their  spoil  still  alive  on 
their  return  home.  On  the  Continent 
carp  are  even  fattened  by  being  sus- 
pended in  the  air  in  a  net  containing 
damp  moss,  and  in  that  position  they 
are  fed  upon  bread  and  milk,  put  into 
their  mouths  with  a  wooden  spoon. 
At  first,  however,  until  they  get  accus- 
tomed to  this  extraordinary  treatment, 
the  net,  moss,  and  fish  are  occasionally 
dipped  in  water.  Carp  are  said  to  live 
150  or  even  200  years,  but  this  is  not 
proved.  However,  at  any  rate,  it  is 
certain  that  they  are  capable  of  attaining  a  great  age. 
Fontainebleau,  in  France,  is,  among  other  things, 
noted  for  its  very  old  carp,  some  of  them  being 
described  as  "  white  with  age  "  ;  but  it  is  not  un- 
reasonable to  suppose  that  this  whiteness  is  not  so 
much  an  indication  of  great  age  as  of  disease,  for 
fish,  especially  the  carp,  are  subject  to  a  vegetable 
para-ite  {Saprolegnia  fcrax)  which  gives  to  its 
victims  a  hoary  appearance.  This  mould  or  fungus 
is  chiefly  caused  by  the  presence  of  decaying 
animal  matter  in  the  pond  or  tank.  The  disease 
is  contagious.  Whenever,  therefore,  the  least 
appearance  of  this  growth  is  noticed,  the  suffering 
fish  should  be  at  once  removed  from  its  fellows 
and  be  kept  quite  alone  until  a  cure  has  been 
effected.  The  best  manner  of  accomplishing 
this  end  is  to  keep  the  fish  in  running  water, 
and  this  may  be  done  in  one  of  the  following 
ways : 

(1)  Put  the  fish  in  a  box  having  perforated  sides 
and  lid,  and  sink  it  all  but  three  or  four  inches  in 
a  running  stream.  (2)  Or  place  the  patient  in  a 
shallow  vessel  covered  with  wire  netting  or  the 
like,  under  a  gently  running  tap.  (3)  Should 
no  tap  be  conveniently  at  hand,  a  contrivance 
may  be  made  (out  of  doors  for  preference)  by 
the  help  of  a  syphon,  a  tub,  and  a  large 
flower-pot  saucer.  It  will  save  trouble  if  this 
arrangement  is  carried  out  close  to  a  pump.  If  the 
syphon  is  small,  and  the  tub  large,  the  water  will 
run  for  a  long  time  without  attention.  The  saucer 
should  have  a  small  hole  bored  just  below  the  rim, 
to  allow  for  the  escape  of  water,  and  the  top  of  the 
saucer  ought  to  be  co\  ered  with  perforated  zinc  or 
wire  netting  to  keep  the  fish  from  jumping  out. 
The  fish  should  be  kept  and  fed  in  the  running 
water  until  all  traces  of  the  fungus  have  dis- 
appeared. Fish  may  be  also  cured  of  this  disease 
by  being  dipped  in  salt  water,  or  kept  in  warm 
\vater  about  75°  Fal^t,    When  tanks  are  properly 


looked  after,  there  is  not  much  danger  of  the 
appearance  of  this  fungus,  which  is  so  often  a 
source  of  great  annoyance  and  loss  to  aquarium- 
keepers, 

(To  he  continued.) 


THE  SALMON  ANGLING  SEASON  OX 
THE  TAY. 


Close  ok  the  Tay  Rod  Fishing. 

The  rod  fishing  on  the  River  Tay  and  its  tributaries 
(excepting  the  river  Pj»rn,  which  does  not  close  till 
Oct.  31)  closed  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  15.  The  season, 
taking  it  all  over,  has  been  a  fairly  successful  one. 
The  spring  fishing  was  vary  good  ;  in  fact,  better  than 
it  had  been  for  some  years.  Owing,  however,  to  the 
cold  spring,  the  upper  reaches  were  not  quite  so  good. 
The  autumn  fishing  may  be  said  to  have  been  an 
average  one.  There  were  only  two  small  floods  during 
the  autumn  season,  and  these  ran  off  so  quickly  that 
the  river  soon  became  reduced  to  summer  level.  Had 
there  been  suitable  water  it  would  have  been  a  record 
season.  There  are  more  fish  in  the  river  than  there 
has  been  for  the  last  twenty  years.  Every  pool  and 
stream  seems  alive  with  them.  In  fact,  fish  wore  so 
plentiful  during  the  last  three  weeks  that  many  were 
jumping  on  the  angler's  line,  and  several  even  jumped 
on  the  fly  and  got  foul  hooked.  During  the  last 
fortnight  the  river  was  at  summer  level.  On  the 
closing  day  the  river  began  to  rise,  and  continued  to 
rise  all  day.  On  the  following  day  the  river  was  in 
full  flood.  This  flood  will  be  the  means  of  the  fish 
getting  to  the  higher  reaches  to  spawn.  The  grilse 
this  season  have  been  large,  some  of  them  weighing 
from  13lb.  to  141b. 

The  following  is  a  record  of  the  fish  killed  on  the 
principal  beats  from  the  time  the  nets  went  off ; — 
beats. 

Meikleout  

Islamouth  

Upper  Cargill  and  Ballathie 
Lower  Cargill  and  Ballathie 

Upper  Stobhall  

Lower  Stobhall  

Upper  Taymount   

Lower  Taymount   

Burnmouth   

Burnmouth-Stobhall 

Catholes   

Upper  Stanley  

Lower  Stanley  

Benchill   

Upper  Bedgorton   

Lower  Redgorton   

Bertha  

Total    260   4937i  476  4031^ 

The  total  catch  over  the  above-mentioned  beats  for 
each  week  from  the  time  the  nets  went  ofl  was  as 
follows :  — 


Week  ending. 
August  26 
September  2 
„  9 
16 

„  23 
„  30 
October  7 
15 


Salmon. 

Grilse. 

No. 

Lb. 

No. 

Lb. 

7 

116 

1 

10 

13 

207§ 

27 

222^ 

19 

335J 

40 

342| 

55 

1087i 

47 

398J 

51 

965 

58 

533 

27 

547J 

51 

404i 

18 

364 

30 

267i 

17 

347 

32 

282i 

7 

122 

8 

66 

9 

180 

10 

91 

3 

63 

10 

804 

9 

176 

22 

187J 

11 

187 

40 

333i 

6 

105J 

21 

190i 

3 

43i 

33 

270J 

3 

56i 

30 

250i 

2 

34 

13 

101 

Salmon. 

G  ilse. 

No. 

Lb. 

No. 

Lb. 

2 

35 

63 

39i 

4 

65  .| 

19 

163i 

19 

328J 

67 

5454 

24 

468i 

37 

3O84 

15 

280 

21 

180 

49 

894 

87 

744 

70 

1390 

79 

6844 

77 

1476 

113 

10114 

260 

49374 

476 

4031i 

Average:  salmon,  19- 051b.  each  ;  grilse,  8- 47lb.  each. 
The  total  catch  over  the  same  water  for  the  corre- 
sponding period  last  year  was  : — 

Salmon.  Grilse. 
No.       Lb.  No.  Lb. 

382     7233        311  2143 
Average  :  salmon,  18  •  931b.  each ;  grilse,  6  •  891b.  each. 

Considering  the  low  state  of  the  river,  a  fair  number 
of  heavy  fish  were  caught  this  season.  The  heaviest 
reported  to  be  caught  by  the  rod  was  one  of  4641b., 
killed  by  Mr.  Mason,  Perth,  at  the  Grainhead  on  Scone 
Palace  open  water  with  a  small  Claret  and  Yellow 
fly  on  Oct.  14.  The  next  largest  fish  caught  were  two 
of  45lb.,  one  by  Lord  Blythswood,  on  Lower  Cargill  on 
Oct.  1,  and  the  other  by  Mr.  Tver  Johnston,  on  Burn- 
mouth-Stobhall on  Oct.  1 ;  Lord  Cairns  also  killed  a 
44-pounder  on  Lower  Cargill  on  Oct.  6.  The  heaviest 
fish  caught  last  year  was  one  of  47lb.  by  Mr.  T.  Butter 
on  Upper  Taymount  water. 

Among  the  best  fished  beats  were  Upper  and  Lower 
Stobhall.  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch, 
fishing  these  two  beats  on  alternate  days,  caught  to 
one  rod,  during  the  last  nine  days  of  the  fishing,  eighty- 
five  fish  weighing  11531b.,  the  four  best  days  yielding 
fifty-nine  fish  weighing  7881b.,  probably  the  best  record 
that  has  ever  been  made  on  the  Tay.  Mr.  Coats' 
house  party,  fishing  on  Stobhall  and  Bedgorton  beats 
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BURBERRYS 


WARM  WITHOUT  WEIGHT.    PROOF  WITHOUT  HEAT. 

It  is  impossible  to  speal(  too  liighly  of  the 
advantages  of  the  SLIP-ON,  its  weather-proof 
qualities  are  incontestable.  It  will  keep  out 
drenching  and  continuous  rain  without  adding 
the  slightest  unnatural  heat. 

May  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest  weather 
with  equal  comfort.  Formed  to  obviate  the 
possibility  of  any  tie  or  drag,  the  fitting  is 
equally  good  with  or  without  undercoat. 

"  A  year  or  two  ago  you  supplied  me  with  a  Slip-on 
Gabardine,  the  most  perfect  and  most  waterproof 
shooting  and  fishing  coat  I  have  had." — 

B.  W.  GOTHAM,  Springfield,  Prescot. 

"  I  have  been  well  satisfied  with  the  coat,  and  have 
worn  it  in  jungle  through  the  heaviest  downpours  (and 
I  can  tell  you  it  does  rain  here)  without  getting  wet 
underneath  either  by  rain  or  perspiration." — 
C.  F.  S.  BAKER, 

17/12/01  Man  Kulam,  Ceylon. 

"  The  day  turned  out  the  wettest  it  has  been  my  lot  to 
be  out  on.    I  remained  quite  dry." 

R.  H.  BENSON,  Walton,  Wakefield. 


BURBERRYS, 


30&31,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON; 
AND  BASINGSTOKE. 


THE  "KINGFISHER'  SILK  LINE. 


The  Field. — " . .  .  The  dressing  is  a  feature  of 
the  line.  It  appears  to  be  one  of  the  best  we  have 
ever  seen,  penetrating  right  into  the  centre,  and, 
while  being  soft  and  having  a  smooth  surface, 
has  something  of  that  steeliness  or  springiness 
which  is  desirable  in  a  salmon  line." 


Fishing  Gazette. — " ...  As  far  as  I  can  judge 
without  actually  using  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  Mr.  Malloch's  five  years  of  experiments  have 
produced  a  most  perfect  line,  and  the  fact  that 
he  himself  is  satisfied  with  it — in  fact  'delighted' 
with  it — is  as  good  a  testimonial  as  any  line  could 
have.  His  reputation  as  one  of  the  best-  salmon 
fishermen  of  this  or  any  day  is  unassailable." 


P.D.MALLOCH.perth; 


Manufacturer  of 
every  description  of 

WISHING  TACKLE 
suitable  for  all 
parts  of  the  World. 

[2] 
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during  the  autumn,  caught  in  all  two  hundred  and 
fifty-six  fish,  weighing  30711b. 

Lord  Cairns  and  party,  including  Lord  Hardwicke, 
Lord  Wolverton,  and  the  Hon.  J.  H.  Ward,  fishing  on 
Cargill  and  Burnmouth  beats  during  the  last  month 
of  the  fishing,  caught  in  all  sixty-one  fish,  weighing 
10571b.,  of  which  Lord  Cairns  had  to  his  own  rod 
forty-seven  fish,  weighing  8071b.  His  lordship's  two 
best  days  on  Cargill  yielded  twenty-three  fish,  weighing 
3981b.  Fishing  Upper  and  Lower  Cargill  or  Ballathie, 
Sir  John  Wolfe  Barry  and  party,  during  the  autumn, 
caught  in  all  sixty-one  fish,  weighing  710|:lb. ;  Sir 
John's  best  day  was  on  Oct.  4,  when  he  landed  seven 
fish  of  981b.  Mr.  C.  A.  Murray,  of  Taymount,  and 
party  were  also  very  successful  on  Taymount  water. 
Mr.  Murray  caught  to  his  own  rod  since  the  nets  went 
off  eighteen  fish,  weighing  2761b.,  his  best  day  being 
eight  fish  of  1231b.  on  the  upper  beat  on  Sept.  27. 
Mr.  Archibald  Murray,  his  son,  was  also  very  suc- 
cessful, having  to  his  own  rod  twenty-three  salmon, 
2981b. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Trevelyan  Martin  and  party, 
including  Mr.  P.  la  Tour  Mason  and  Miss  E. 
Maxwell  Lyte  from  Stanley  Hotel,  fishing  on  Stanley 
water  during  the  autumn,  caught  in  all  eighty-two 
fish,  weighing  8841b.,  their  best  three  days  yielding 
twelve  fish,  139Jlb.  Fishing  on  Islamouth  beat  three 
days  a  week,  and  lower  Cargill  or  Ballathie  one  day  a 
week  during  the  autumn,  Lord  Blythswood  and  party, 
including  Admiral  Lord  Clanwilliam,  the  Bishop  of 
London,  Colonel  Campbell,  Colonel  Duthie,  Mr.  Shaw 
Stewart,  and  Mr.  Asquith,  killed  in  all  forty-eight 
fish,  weighing  6021b.  Lord  Blythswood  had  to  his 
own  rod  twenty-six  fish,  weighing  3591b.,  his  lord- 
ship's two  best  days'  fishing  yielding  six  fish,  681b. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Beddington  and  party,  fishing  Benchill 
and  Catholea  beats  during  September,  killed  seventeen 
fish,  weighing  801b.,  their  best  day  being  four  fish, 
53Jlb.  Mr.  Wm.  Beardmore  and  party,  fishing  the 
same  water  during  the  first  fifteen  days  of  October, 
killed  in  all  fourteen  fish,  164Jlb. 

Mr.  Ernest  Moon,  of  Balholmie,  and  party,  including 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls  and  Colonel  Francis  Bridge- 
man,  fished  upper  Cargill  and  Burnmouth,  two  days  a 
week  during  the  autumn,  and  bad  fair  sport,  Mr. 
Moon's  best  day  being  three  fish,  521b. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff,  M.P.,  and  party  fished  Burn- 
mouth beat  three  days  a  week,  their  best  day's  sport 
yielding  four  grilse,  weighing  35Jlb. 

Meikleour  water  was  not  up  to  its  average  this  year, 
but  this  is  readily  understood,  as  their  Graces  the 
Duke  and  Duchess  of  Bedford  only  fished  the  water 
seven  days  altogether. 

Mr.  Wm.  Neilson,  of  Glasgow,  who  had  the  Satur- 
days on  Benchill,  had  fair  sport. 

The  two  best  days'  sport  over  all  the  above-men- 
tioned beats  were  got  on  Oct.  8  and  13,  when  forty- 
one  fish,  5481b.,  were  caught  on  the  former  date,  and 
forty  fish,  5871b.,  were  caught  on  the  latter.  Curiously 
the  best  day's  sport  had  last  year  over  the  same  beats 
was  got  on  Oct.  8,  when  sixty-seven  fish,  weighing 
1153Jlb.  were  killed. 

The  largest  catch  to  one  rod  on  a  single  day  were 
got  by  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch 
from  one  boat  on  Upper  Stobhall  on  Oct.  8,  when 
nineteen  fish,  weighing  2261b.,  were  got.  The  next 
largest  catch  to  one  rod  was  got  by  Lord  Cairns  on 
Lower  Cargill  on  Oct.  13  with  thirteen  fish  weighing 
2271b.  The  largest  take  to  one  rod  for  a  single  day 
last  year  was  also  got  by  Mr.  Archibald  Goats  and  Mr. 
P.  D.  Malloch  on  Upper  Stobhall  with  twelve  fish 
weighing  2571b.  Fairly  good  sport  was  got  on  the 
free  water  at  Perth ;  the  most  successful  angler 
being  Mr.  D.  Campbell,  Perth,  with  nineteen  fish. 

The  following  is  a  note  of  the  takes  got  on  the 
principal  beats  for  week  ending  the  season,  Oct.  15  : 
Meiklbode. — Fishing  this  water  on  Oct.  19,  Admiral 
Lord  Clanwilliam  killed  one  salmon  of  211b.,  and  on 
Oct.  14  Lord  Blythswood  had  one  salmon  of  211b. 
Islamouth. — Lord  Blythswood,  fishing  this  water  on 
Oct.  10,  killed  two  grilse  of  161b.  Uppeb  Caegill  and 
Ballathie. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Oct.  8,  Sir  John 
Wolfe  Barry  caught  one  salmon  of  171b. ;  on  Oct.  9 
Lord  Cairns  two  fish  of  281b.  and  181b. ;  on  Oct.  10  Sir 
John  Wolfe  Barry  four  grilse  of  141b.,  8Jlb.,  7Jlb.,  and 
61b. ;  on  Oct.  11  Mr.  Ernest  Moon  one  grilse  of  81b. ; 
on  Oct.  13  Sir  J.  Wolfe  Barry  four  grilse  of  71b.,  81b., 
91b.  and  131b. ;  and  on  Oct.  14  Lord  Cairns  two  salmon  of 
221b.  and  141b.,  and  one  grilse  of  91b.  Lowee  Caegili, 
and.Ballathie. — Lord  Cairns,  fishing  this  water  on  Oct. 
8,  landed  three  salmon  of  281b.,  231b.,  and  171b.,  and  two 
grilse  of  101b.  and  91b.  ;  on  Oct.  9  Lord  Blythswood 
had  one  salmon  of  15Jlb. ;  on  Oct.  10  Lord  Hardwicke 
had  one  grilse  of  91b. ;  on  Oot.  11  Sir  John  Wolfe 
Barry,  two  salmon  of  131b.  and  191b. ;  on  Oct.  13  Lord 
Cairns  had  nine  salmon  of  261b.,  251b.,  221b.,  191b., 
181b.,  181b.,  181b.,  141b.,  and  141b.,  and  four  grilse  of 
121b.,  111b.,  101b.,  and  101b.,  and  Lord  Hardwicke  one 
fish  of  261b. ;  on  Oct.  14  Sir  John  Wolfe  Barry  had 
two  salmon  of  131b.  and  181b.,  and  one  grilse  of  81b. ; 
and  on  Oct.  15  Lord  Hardwicke  had  one  grilse  of  81b. 
Ui-i'EH  Stobhall. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Oct.  8  Mr. 
Arohd.  Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  killed  three 
salmon  of  271b.,  261b.,  and  281b.,  and  sixteen  grilse  of 


121b.,  121b.,  111b.,  111b.,  101b.,  101b.,  101b.,  101b.,  101b., 
101b.,  101b.,  91b.,  91b.,  81b.,  71b.,  and  61b.,  and  Mr. 
Baden  Powell,  K.C.,  one  salmon  of  331b. ;  on  Oot.  10 
Mr.  Archd.  Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  had  nine  fish 
of  211b.,  201b.,  181b.,  181b.,  171b.,  161b.,  161b.,  131b.  and 
131b.,  and  four  grilse  of  101b.,  101b.,  91b.  and  81b.,  and 
from  the  second  boat  Mr.  W.  H.  Coats  had  one  salmon 
of  101b. ,  and  a  grilse  of  81b. ;  on  Oct.  13  Mr.  Archd.  Coats 
and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  killed  eight  salmon  of  261b.,  251b., 
201b.,  191b.,  181b.,  18lb.,  161b.,  and  131b.,  and  six  grilse 
of  101b.,  101b.,  101b.,  101b.,  81b.,  and  71b.,  and  on 
Oct.  15  three  salmon  of  191b.,  181b.,  and  141b.,  and  two 
grilse  of  81b.  each.  Lowee  Stobhall.— Mr.  Archd. 
Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  fishing  this  beat  on 
Oct.  9,  had  four  salmon  of  251b.,  201b.,  171b.,  and  161b., 
and  eight  grilse  of  101b.,  91b.,  91b.,  91b.,  81b.,  81b.,  71b., 
and  61b  ;  on  Oot.  11,  two  fish  of  821b.  and  241b.,  and 
one  grilse  of  71b. ;  and  on  Oct.  14,  two  salmon  of  201b. 
and  171b.,  and  five  grilse  of  101b.,  101b.,  91b.,  8lb.,  and 
71b.  Upi'ee  Tavmount. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Oct.  9, 
Mr.  Cox  and  Mr.  Kinloch  killed  one  salmon  of  151b., 
and  three  giilse  of  81b  ,  81b.,  and  91b. ;  and  on  Oct.  11 
Mr.  A.  Murray  had  one  grilse  of  101b.  Lowee  Tay- 
mount.— Lord  Hardwicke,  fishing  this  water  on  Oct.  8, 
killed  one  salmon  of  271b. ;  on  Oct.  13  Mr.  A.  Murray 
had  two  grilse  of  81b.  and  101b. ;  and  on  Oct.  15  Mr. 
Ernest  Moon  a  fish  of  181b.  Buenmouth. — Fishing 
this  beat  on  Oct.  9,  Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff,  M.P.,  killed  one 
salmon  of  191b.,  and  on  Oct.  11  one  salmon  of  201b. 
Buenmouth-Stouhall.  —  The  Master  of  the  Bolls 
and  Colonel  Francis  Bridgeman  fishing  this  stretch  on 
Oct.  8  killed  three  fish  of  181b.,  171b.,  and  171b.  On 
Oct.  10  Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff,  M.P.,  and  Miss  L.  Bond  had 
one  grilse  of  111b.,  and  on  Oct.  13  Mr.  Clarke  had  one 
salmon  of  141b.,  and  one  grilse  of  101b.  Catholbs. — 
Fishing  this  beat  on  Oct.  8,  Mr.Wm.  Beardmore  bad  one 
grilse  of  lOJlb.,  and  on  Oct.  10,  a  grilse  of  91b.  Uppee 
Stanley. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  T.  Martin  and  Mr.  F. 
la  Tour  Mason,  fishing  this  beat  on  Oct.  9,  landed 
four  grilse  of  91b.,  81b.,  101b.,  and  81b.,  and  on  Oct.  11, 
two  salmon  of  251b.  and  191b.,  and  one  grilse  of  81b. ; 
and  on  ;Oct.  14,  Mr.  M.  T.  Martin  killed  one  fish  of 
231b.,  and  a  grilse  of  81b.  Lowee  Stanley. — Fishing 
this  stretch  on  Oct.  8,  Mrs.  M.  T.  Martin  and  Mr. 
Mason  landed  two  grilse  of  71b.  and  91b.,  and  on 
Oct.  10  one  salmon  of  171b.,  and  four  grilse  of 
111b.,  101b.,  8^1b.,  and  61b.;  on  Oct.  13  Mr.  Mason 
killed  two  fish  of  131b.  and  141b. ;  and  on 
Oct.  15  Mr.  Clarke  had  two  grilse  of  111b.  and  81b. 
Benchill. — Mrs.  Wm.  Beardmore,  fishing  this  water 
on  Oct.  9,  killed  two  grilse  of  111b.  and  91b.,  and 
Major  Curzon  a  grilse  of  81b.  On  Oct.  11  Mr.  Wm. 
Neilson  landed  one  grilse  of  61b.  On  Oct.  14  Mrs. 
Wm.  Beardmore  and  Colonel  Vickers  had  one  grilse 
each  of  81b.  Uppee  Redgoeton. — Fishing  this  stretch 
on  Oct.  8,  Dr.  Coats  and  Mr.  D.  Coats  had  one  salmon 
of  13Jlb.,  and  three  grilse  of  91b.,  6^1b.,  and  8Jlb. ; 
and  from  the  second  boat  Mr.  Gunlip  and  Mr.  Munro 
caught  one  salmon  of  181b.,  and  three  grilse  of  91b., 
81b.,  and  71b.  On  Oct.  10  Mr.  W,  Baden  Powell,  K.C., 
had  one  grilse  of  81b.  On  Oct.  13  Mr.  D.  Coats  and 
Mr.  W.  Baden  Powell  had  a  grilse  of  91b.  Lowee 
Redgoeton. — Mr.  W.  Baden  Powell,  fishing  this 
water  on  Oct.  9,  killed  five  grilse  of  111b.,  101b.,  8Jlb., 
71b.,  and  6Jlb.,  and  Mr.  D,  Coats  one  grilse  of  81b. 
On  Oct.  11  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats  and  Mr.  Baden  Powell 
caught  two  grilse  of  101b.  and  71b.  On  Oct.  14  Mr. 
D.  Coats  and  Mr.  Baden  Powell  had  two  grilse  of  91b. 
and  9Jlb.  Beetha. — Fishing  Mr.  J.  A.  Dewar's  water 
on  Oct.  11,  Mr.  Bushel  landed  two  salmon  of  201b. 
and  141b.,  and  on  Oot.  14  one  grilse  of  71b. — A.  A. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k 


Reports  {to  ensure  msertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.— Gbnsbaii  Rbmaekb.— It  will  be  really 
pleasant  when  the  time  arrives  when  one  can  report 
good  sport  from  the  Thames.  For  some  weeks  the 
river  has  been  low  and  bright,  and  there  has  been 
very  little  to  record.  The  frosty  nights  have  cut  down 
many  of  the  decayed  weeds,  but  the  water  is  still 
clear.  I  can  hear  of  no  good  sport  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  river.  Mr.  W.  A.  Smelt  has  taken 
plenty  of  gudgeon  at  Ditton,  but  roach  and  pike 
have  soarcely  been  worth  fishing  for.  In  regard 
to  the  latter  fish,  Mr.  F.  Littlewood,  at  Hampton, 
caught  eleven  of  them,  but  the  largest  only 
scaled  3Jlb.  Mr.  Rogers,  of  Norbiton,  had  a  few 
nice  roach  on  Monday  at  Kingston,  and  one  angler 
had  four  dozen  roach  on  Tuesday  in  two  hours'  pimt 
fishing  in  the  same  locality.  The  water  is  much  too 
clear  for  bank  fishing. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Teddington). — The  fishing  has  wonderfully 

improved  here  the  last  day  or  so — from  ten  to  twelve 
doze'n  roach  and  dace  per  day.  Hope  it  has  come  to 
stop.— W.  McBeide. 

Anoholme  District. — Conditions  have  varied  a 
good  deal  this  week,  and  as  a  oonscquenoe  sport  too 


has  fluctuated.  Only  a  few  local  anglers  have  been 
out,  and  the  takes  have  been  about  the  average  for 
this  time  of  the  year.  Herons  have  been  unusually 
troublesome  at  various  fisheries  during  the  late  moon- 
light nights.  Their  depredations  are  most  serious; 
they  are  quite  depleting  certain  waters,  and  the  heads 
of  streams  where  fish  come  up  to  spawn  are  their  chief 
hawking-grounds.  It  is  impossible  to  over-rate  their 
destructiveness. — Thomas  Foed,  Caistor. 

Blackwater  and  Chelmer  (SXaldon).  —  Some 
excellent  roach  were  caught  on  Oct.  19  from  Beeleigh 
and  Langford  waters.  Messrs.  Turner,  Jackson,  New- 
ton, senr.,  Newton,  junr.,  Horner,  Pethurst,  Creeke, 
etc.,  secured  about  401b.  of  roach  between  them.  "  Lu," 
of  the  Stepney  Angling  Society,  caught  a  nice  lot  of 
roach  from  Beeleigh  waters  on  Oct.  19.  Most  of  the 
above  fish  were  caught  with  boiled  wheat.  The  water 
is  getting  into  condition  suitable  for  roach  fishing, 
and  sport  may  be  had  with  the  above-named  bait. — 
F.  Keen. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeaoh). — We  have  had 
steady  rains  during  the  week,  after  which  the  river  is 
running  now  in  good  order,  clean,  with  no  dead  leaves 
floating  about.  Roach  fishing  has  been  quiet,  especially 
in  some  swims.  The  pike  are  driving  them  all  over 
the  river.  Several  anglers  have  been  after  them,  with 
grand  success  as  to  numbers,  all  the  way  on  to  Upware. 
As  many  as  forty  fish  have  been  grassed  ;  heaviest  fish 
4Jlb.  'The  pike  are  now  coming  up-stream  fast.  All 
free  water.— John  0.  Geoege,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Cornish  Streams. — Until  lately  very  little  has 
been  doing  on  either  the  Fowey  or  the  Caiiiel.  Heavy 
rains  have,  however,  brought  on  a  good  freshet,  and 
salmon  are  travelling  freely.  Two  or  three  good  fish 
of  about  101b.  or  less  have  been  taken  in  the  Camel, 
and  some  so-called  "  truff,"  which  appear  to  be  running 
now.  Of  course  the  summer  running  peal  are  very 
little  good  for  the  table,  although  occisionally  one  or 
two  come  to  the  rod.  Sportsmen  are  looking  forward 
to  some  good  battles  this  year  before  the  season  ends 
in  November.  Bodmin  is  a  good  centre  for  the  saltnon 
fisher. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  season  has 
concluded,  and  is  acknowledged  by  some  of  the  oldest 
anglers  to  be  one  of  the  worst  on  record.  Catches 
generally  have  been  small.  A  review  of  the  season 
will  be  given  in  a  week  or  so. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks). — The  water  at  time 
of  writing  (Oct.  20)  has  run  down  to  its  normal  level, 
and  fining  down  into  good  fishing  order  for  grayling, 
roach,  and  jack. — H. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  much-desired  spate  came 
on  Oct.  16,  when  we  had  about  four  feet  of  extra  water, 
and  there  seems  to  have  been  a  good  run  of  salmon. 
This  was  to  be  expected,  for  the  rain  came  with  a  strong 
south-west  wind.  The  river  was  not  in  good  order  till 
Oct.  19,  though  one  or  two  fish  were  landed  on  Oct.  18. 
On  Oct.  7  Mr.  J.  Jardine,  Mr.  B.  BeU,  and  Mr.  W.  Pattin- 
son  each  had  a  fish  at  Grinsdale.  On  Oot.  8  Mr.  W. 
Wilson  one  of  151b.  in  the  same  water.  On  Oct.  14 
Mr.  Ernest  Prescott  killed  one  of  231b.  in  the 
Wetheral  water.  On  the  18th,  Mr.  R.  Bone,  one  of 
231b. ;  Mr.  Broadhurst,  one  of  211b.  below  Carlisle ; 
and  Mr.  J.  S.  Rae,  one  of  261b.  at  Little  Corby.  On 
the  19th,  in  the  same  waters,  Mr.  Rae  killed  another 
of  261b.  On  the  20th,  in  the  Grinsdale  water,  Mr.  R. 
Bone  had  two,  one  weighing  251b,  and  Mr.  D.  EUwood 
and  Mr.  W.  Wilson  had  one  each  ;  Mr.  E.  L.  Hough 
had  two,  241b.  and  211b.,  in  the  Crosby  water ;  and 
Mr.  Neil  Maclnnes  landed  one  of  161b.  at  Rickerby. 
On  the  21st,  Mr.  Miles  Maclnnes  had  one  of  331b.  in 
the  Rickerby  water. — Silvbe  Geey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — This  river  has  been  in  splendid 
condition  during  this  week,  and  some  capital  sport 
has  been  obtained  by  the  numerous  anglers  who  have 
plied  the  rod.  Most  of  the  fish  landed  have  been 
caught  vfith  prawns.  The  catches  to  hand  are  as 
follows  : — Mr.  Keighley,  one  salmon  of  91b. ;  Mr. 
Moore,  five  salmon  of  121b.,  151b.  131b.,  161b.,  and 
141b.  ;  Capt.  Wood,  four  salmon  of  31b.,  41b.,  lljlb. 
and  17^1b. ;  Mr.  Carpenter,  four  salmon  of  141b., 
141b.,  41b.  and  41b. ;  Mr.  Hodgson,  two  salmon  of  171b. 
and  61b. ;  Dr.  English,  three  salmon  of  201b.,  61b. 
and  81b. ;  Mr.  R.  Linton,  two  salmon  of  141b.  and 
41b. ;  Mr.  R.  Hary,  one  salmon  of  61b  ;  Capt.  Kead 
one  salmon  of  101b. ;  Mr.  E.  Turnbull,  four  salmon  of 
151b.,  5ilb.,  lljlb.  and  of  41b.;  Capt.  J.  E.  Leng, 
one  salmon  of  61b. ;  Mr.  Lawton,  one  salmon 
of  13Jlb. ;  Mr.  Hellewell,  two  salmon  of  61b. 
and  51b. ;  Mr.  Webb,  one  salmon  of  14jlb. ; 
Mr.  Graham,  three  salmon  of  71b.,  5§lb.,  and  6Jlb. ; 
Mr.  T.  Wright,  three  salmon  of  141b.,  101b.  and 
131b.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  river  is  rather  low 
for  fly-fishing  in  the  streams,  prawn-fishing  being  the 
most  successful  in  the  pools.  Sea  anglers  have  had 
some  fair  sport  during  the  week.  Some  good  basket! 
of  dab,  haddock,  billet,  etc.,  have  been  secured. — J. 
Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— A  few  pike  and  roach 
have  been  ciught  in  the  Exe  near  the  city,  but  the 
best  catch  lately  was  one  last  week  by  Mr.  Coleridge, 
who  caught  near  Thorverton  three  fine  pike,  the 
largest  scaling  181b,  In  the  canal  little  has  been 
done  except  some  roach  and  a  few  small  perch.  The 
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canal  near  Tiverton  and  Burlescombe  has  been  yield- 
ing good  takes  lately  in  pike,  perch,  and  tench. — Red 

PALiTEB. 

Fen  District   (South  Lines  and  Cambs>.— 

There  is  no  improvement  in  roach  fishing  in  the  Pen 
district.  It  is  many  seasons  back  since  this  branch 
of  sport  was  so  bad  as  it  is  at  present.  There  are 
plenty  of  fiah  in  the  water  ;  the  waters  are  in  the  pink 
of  condition  from  the  liberal  rainfall,  and  yet 
the  fish  will  not  bite  at  any  lures  the  anglers  offer 
them ;  probably  there  is  too  much  natural  food  in 
the  water  for  them  to  attack  artificial  lures.  Were 
it  not  for  a  little  sport  with  the  pike  the  district 
would  not  be  worth  visiting.  The  lower  lengths 
of  the  Forty-foot,  about  Hubbert's  Bridge,  Swines- 
head,  and  Donnington,  have  furnished  fish  up  to  81b. 
or  91b.  At  Deeping  also  a  few  fish  were  caught  in  the 
Welland.  Perch  fishing  has  also  been  fairly  re- 
munerative.— Limpet. 

Frensham  Fond  (near  Farnham,  Surrey). — 
The  pike  season  has  commenced  in  earnest.  On 
Oct.  19  Mr.  H.  Fox  caught  a  nice  fish  of  lOJlb.,  and 
Mr.  Montgomery  one  of  8Jlb ,  and  about  twelve 
smaller  ones  (returned).  On  Oct.  20  Mr.  Pox  had 
one  of  71b.,  besides  several  smaller  ones  (returned). 
Miss  West  (a  visitor)  had  two  good  fish  of  15Jlb. 
and  11  Jib.,  in  addition  to  eight  others  (returned) 
in  one  day's  take.  Mr.  Fox  opened  the  season  last 
year,  when  in  one  day's  fishing  he  captured  ten  fish, 
ranging  in  weight  from  12Jlb.  to  51b.  There  is  every 
prospect  of  good  sport,  as  fish  are  showing  up  in  large 
quantities. — -G.  A.  W.  G. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — A  few  nice  roach  continue 
to  be  taken,  but  in  the  bright,  sluggish  water  the  fish 
are  very  shy,  and  baskets  have  been  generally  light. 
I  heard  of  one  angler  early  in  the  week  getting  71b.  of 
roach  in  the  Rye  House  district ;  some  nice  roach 
have  been  creeled  at  Broxbourne,  also  a  pike  of  81b. 
and  a  brace  scaling  111b,  the  three  fish  hailing 
from  the  Crown  fishery.  This  water  has  just  been 
restocked  with  a  large  number  of  all  kinds  of 
coarse  fish.  Among  them  were  some  eighty  king 
carp — quite  a  new  fish  to  the  Lea.  They  averaged 
about  51b.  each,  and  were  placed  in  the  deep  water 
at  Carthagena  Weir  Pool.  The  fish  was  the  gift 
of  Mr.  H.  Smith-Bosanquet,  who  has  been  having  the 
Jakes  and  ponds  on  his  estate  netted.  Some  perch 
have  been  taken  at  Ponders  End,  and  a  nice  tench 
was  caught  last  week  at  Cheshunt  by  Mr.  Hayes.  The 
rains  have  refreshed  the  Lea  and  its  tributaries,  but 
the  downpour,  unfortunately,  has  not  been  heavy 
enough  to  give  the  river  colour. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  running  in  order  for  fishing.  The  weather 
has  been  unsettled,  and  rain  has  been  had,  but  it  has 
not  altered  the  water,  which  is  now  running  a  nice 
I  level  and  fairly  clear,  and  in  order  for  either  fly, 
worm,  or  maggot  fishing.  The  fish  have  been  moving 
fairly  well,  and  have  taken  Red  Tag,  Red  Palmer,  and 
Blue-Green  Insect,  Hare's  Ear,  Iron  Blue,  Whirling 
Blue,  and  Silver  Dun.  Fish  have  been  taken  with 
worm  and  maggot,  and  some  nice  grayling  with  Grass- 
hopper. Prospect  for  next  week  should  be  good.  The 
Pinsley  is  in  order.— Gwynnb. 

Itugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).- 
Rivers  are  now  (Wednesday  evening,  Oct.  22)  getting 
into  fair  order  again,  after  a  spell  of  slight  freshes  of 
Btaiced  water.  Weather  appears  to  be  improving 
though  still  unsettled,  as  it  has  been  for  some  ten 
days  past.  Should  such  continue,  fishing  will  be  good 
the  coming  week.  Best  flies  should  be  Mid  Blue, 
Whirling,  Autumn  Hare's  Ear,  Late  Brown,  Iron  Blue, 
'  Willows,  Red  Tag  and  Green  Insects.  Mid-water  and 
bottom  fishing  should  also  be  of  some  account  in  the 
near  future. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peter borongb). — An  attempt  is  being  made 
rear  Peterborough  to  clear  the  bed  of  the  river  of  the 
undergrowth,  etc.,  but  far  from  satisfaction  is  expressed 
at  the  way  in  which  the  work  is  being  carried  out. 
The  weather  has  been  very  unsettled  during  the  past 
week,  and  no  angling  particularly  has  been  done  near 
Peterborough.  Three  members  of  the  Nene  Angling 
Club,  fishing  in  the  river  near  Northampton,  captured 
pike  weighing  1021b.,  the  fish  ranging  from  31b.  to  71b. 
— E.  A.  S. 

Orwell. — Boisterous  weather  during  the  past  week 
has  again  prevented  many  boats  going  out,  but  sport 
has  been  plentiful  when  it  has  been  possible  to  go  for 
it.  On  Oct.  16  Mr.  Suckling  and  a  friend  had  a  good 
catch  of  whiting  off  the  Cat  House,  and  also  secured 
four  codling.  It  is  now  many  years  since  codling 
have  been  taken  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river ; 
bat  as  I  have  also  heard  of  a  few  others  being  taken 
daring  the  week,  I  am  looking  forward  to  some  sport 
amongst  them  during  the  autumn.  Mr.  J.  C.  Sparks 
recently  took  one  of  41b.  from  Felixstowe  Pier,  and  a 

geat  many  of  fair  size  have  been  taken  in  Harwich 
arbour.    On  Oct.  IB  I  fished  off  the  Ostrich  Creek, 
I  Within  a  mile  of  the  town,  just  to  test  the  reports  I 
I  had  heard  of  the  fish  being  so  far  up  the  river.  Here 
I  I  tecured  eleven  whiting  of  good  size  and  one  flounder. 
Messrs.  Sparks,  Burkitt,  King,  and  Price,  fishing  in 
H  Botterman's  Bay,  took  four  and  a  half  score. — 
K  H.  C.  Wehtoatk. 


Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry,  Hunts). — The  rain  has 
much  improved  the  river,  both  in  colour  and  stream. 
Several  gentlemen  have  been  out  the  last  few  days. 
Mr.  Seele  was  most  successful  among  the  perchists, 
taking  several  very  good  fish.  Mr.  Nagate  had  the 
best  jack,  only  51b.,  but  a  very  nice  fish  as  regards 
marking  and  shape.— A.  Scabd. 

Plymouth. — We  have  had  some  good  showers, 
which  have  had  a  marked  effect  on  the  rivers,  and 
plenty  of  salmon  and  peal  are  to  be  found  in  the 
upper  waters.  Sport,  however,  during  the  week  has 
not  been  of  the  best.  There  are  only  a  few  days  more 
for  the  season  to  run,  and  I  am  afraid  there  will  not 
be  much  more  done. — William  Heabdee. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanjmy- 
nech). — The  latter  part  of  last  week  was  all  that 
could  be  desired  by  anglers,  and  very  good  sport  was 
enjoyed  on  all  these  rivers.  One  Manchester  gentle- 
man was  particularly  fortunate  in  capturing  from  the 
river  Tanat  no  less  than  thirty-six  fish,  most  of  which 
were  chub,  and  most  of  which  he  gave  away.  I  am 
promised  a  photo  of  this  catch.  On  Tuesday  night 
rain  again  poured  down  in  torrents,  so  that,  at  the 
time  of  writing,  all  these  rivers  are  rising  rapidly. — 

VYENWy. 

Sussex  Rivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — The  recent  rains  have  been  of  great  benefit, 
but  more  is  needed.  A  little  volume  and  colour  has 
baen  added  to  the  water,  and  sport  hag  somewhat 
improved.  A  few  dace  and  perch  have  been  taken 
from  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Adur.  The  Ouse  was 
well  patronised  on  the  19th  at  Barcombe  Mills  and 
Isfield,  but  sport  was  very  indifferent.  Mr.  Ablett, 
of  the  Brighton  Anglers'  Association,  secured  a 
nice  roach  of  lib.  13Joz.  from  the  Barcombe  Mills 
water.  Mr.  Mannering  and  friend  were  successful 
among  the  pike  at  Hamsey,  securing  four  fish,  the 
heaviest  weighing  61b.  The  canal  at  Chichester  is  in 
good  order,  bar  weeds,  and  has  been  well  patronised. 
Live  gorge  is  the  usual  method  here,  and  pike  from 
lib.  to  6Jlb  have  been  taken.  A  nice  perch  of  2|lb. 
was  captured  with  worm  on  Saturday  near  Donning- 
ton, and  bream  up  to  21b.  have  been  taken  with 
gentles  and  paste. — Geoege  F.  Saltee. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— Salmon  rod  and  line  fisher- 
men will  have  some  days'  sport ;  the  rivers  have  risen, 
and  when  a  little  clearer  a  good  time  will  be  left. 
November  15  the  waters  close.  The  great  run  of  fish 
is  better  than  last  year.  One  gentleman  took  a  41b. 
fish  on  Tuesday  with  the  minnow,  and  many  were 
out  with  the  fly,  but  the  water  was  too  much  dis- 
coloured.— Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigran). — The  salmon  fishing 
just  now  is  better  than  it  has  been  all  this  season. 
There  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  river,  and  sport  has 
been  splendid.  Last  week  two  visitors,  staying  at  the 
Lion  Royal  Hotel  (which  has  the  privilege  of  granting 
leave  over  a  nice  length  of  water),  landed  two  good  fish. 
This  morning  (Oct.  20)  a  nice  fish,  weighing  about 
141b.,  has  just  been  taken.  Plenty  of  water  in  the 
river,  and  in  very  good  condition. — H. 

•  ■  (Llandyssil  District ) — River  in  grand  order 

for  angling,  and  splendid  sport  the  rule.  Since  Oct.  16 
twelve  fish  have  been  taken,  all  on  the  fly,  in  the 
Forth  water,  171b.,  161b.,  121b.,  12Ib.,  101b.,  91b.,  and 
other  smaller  ones.  Two  sewin,  2Jlb.  and  IJlb.  All 
fish  in  splendid  condition.  Good  sport  should  be  had 
for  the  remainder  of  the  season,  as  the  water  is  a  nice 
height  and  good  colour. — Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
now  gone  down  to  a  nice  level  and  has  cleared,  and  is 
getting  in  good  order  for  fishing  again.  The  weather 
has  been  changeable,  and  storms  of  rain  have  been 
had,  but  have  made  little  difference  to  the  state  of  the 
water,  which,  if  the  weather  holds,  should  be  in 
capital  order  by  the  end  of  the  week.  The  leaves 
from  the  trees  are  now  falling  thickly,  from  the 
frosty  nights  and  foggy  mornings,  and  the  grayling 
are  rising  well,  there  being  a  number  of  insects  on  the 
water.  Angling  has  been  rather  slow  this  week,  the 
weather  being  so  uncertain ;  but  those  that  have  been 
out  have  met  with  fair  success  with  maggot  and 
worm.  The  flies  to  use  will  be  the  Green  Insect,  Red 
Tag,  Blue  Gnat,  Whirling  Blue,  Red  Palmer,  Iron 
Blue,  Hare's  Ear,  and  Mid  Blue.  Dishes  of  three  or 
four  brace  of  grayling  and  dace  have  been  tak<en  this 
week.  Eels  have  been  running,  and  have  been  caught 
in  the  fish  traps  and  sold  at  sixpence  per  pound. 
Prospects  for  next  week  good.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  improved. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  part  has  now 

gone  down  and  is  clearing  nicely,  and  should  be  in 
good  order  for  fiy  fishing  by  the  end  of  the  week.  The 
weather  has  been  stormy  with  frosts  and  fogs,  and  the 
leaves  are  falling  fast  and  bringing  a  good  lot  of  insect 


Grayling  Fishing. — Anglers  requiring  reliable  tackle  should 
apply  to  J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  DepOt,  Leeds.  He  has 
had  more  e.xperience  of  grayling  fishing  than  anyone  in  the 
trade.  Send  Is.  6d.  for  cast  of  Hies  guaranteed  to  catch  grayling. 
Sample  dozen  best  flies,  2s.  Miller's  crank  shanked  hooks  keep 
the  worm  in  position — Is.  per  dozen  on  16in.  of  t)e3t  drawn 
gut.  Special  value.  Pike  and  roach  tackle  of  the  best  quality 
at  lowest  prices.  All  goods  of  reliable  quality  only.  See  price 
lists,  post  free,  before  buying. 


life  on  the  water,  and  the  grayling  and  other  fish  are 
rising  at  them.  Angling  has  not  been  very  brisk  ;  a 
few  rods  have  been  out  and  landed  some  nice  sized 
fish,  and  with  fine  weather  there  should  be  good  sport 
had  in  this  part  next  week,  as  there  are  plenty  of  fish 
in  this  district. — Woecesteb. 

Welland  (Market  Deeping).— A  fine  catch  of 
pike  has  been  made  here  by  Mr.  A.  Senescall,  who 
landed  eight  good  fish,  the  largest  weighing  101b. — 
B.  A.  S. 

Witham,  etc.  (BXid  and  North  Lincolnshire.)  — 

The  water  in  the  Witham  is  discoloured  and  shows 
signs  of  a  rise,  as  a  consequence  of  the  continued 
rains.  The  discoloured  water  appears  to  come  from 
the  district  covered  by  the  Wolds.  This  induces 
anglers  to  resort  to  the  Sincil  Dyke,  the  lower  lengths 
of  the  Bain  at  Dogdyke,  and  the  termination  of  the 
Sleaford  Canal,  Some  fairly  good  sport  has  come 
off  on  the  Bain,  a  few  miles  up  the  river,  and 
the  reaches  of  the  Sincil  Dyke  between  Five  Mile 
House  and  Bardney  have  proved  worthy  of  a  trial. 
Lincoln  anglers  seem  to  have  done  best  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood with  the  worm  bait,  but  to  tell  the  truth, 
roach  fishing  has  not  been  so  poor  at  this  season  for 
some  years.  Were  it  not  for  a  little  sport  among  pike, 
which  have  run  small,  there  would  be  nothing  to 
report  from  the  deep  waters  towards  Boston.  I  hear 
that  a  few  fair  fish  of  this  species  have  been  landed 
from  the  Hob  Hole  at  Old  Leake.  There  is  not  much 
doing  on  the  other  drains  about  Boston. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  incessant 
rain  we  have  had  of  late  is  keeping  the  rivers  too  high 
for  successful  angling.  Very  few  fishermen  have  been 
out,  consequently  scarcely  any  catches  to  report.  Mr. 
J.  Henstock,  fishing  the  Derwent  at  Rowsley,  on 
Tuesday,  Oct.  21,  three  fish.  Also  Mr.  A.  G. 
CoUinson,  fishing  this  river  at  Matlock  Bath,  three 
brace.  A  few  frosts  would  cause  these  rivers  to  clear 
and  become  lower,  and  better  sport  might  be  expected, 
with  the  following  flies:  Needle  Ply,  Furnace  Ply, 
Apple  Green,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Red  Tag,  Grey  Palmer, 
and  Claret  Bumble. — Dotteeel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorks). — The  grayling  have  taken  the  maggot  well 
in  the  Yore  since  the  freshet  of  last  week,  and  baskets 
of  from  five  to  ten  brace  have  been  daily  caught  in 
the  Hawes  Angling  Association  waters.  J.  Blades 
yesterday  caught  three  brace  with  the  Red  Tag, 
Waterhen  Bloa  (with  quill  body),  and  Dark  Needle 
lower  down  the  river.  I  have  found  the  latter  kill  six 
fish  to  any  other  fly's  one.  It  is  a  capital  fly  from  now 
up  to  the  end  of  the  season.  Roach  have  taken  the 
maggot  fairly  well  in  the  lower  waters,  and  during  the 
last  day  or  two  a  few  pike  have  been  caught  by 
live  baiting.  The  lower  reaches  of  the  Swale  have 
been  rather  too  high  for  reaching,  etc.,  but  the 
Northallerton  and  Stockton  anglers  who  have 
visited  the  river  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Morton 
Bridge  have  done  well,  and  Mr.  Metcalf  and 
friend  have  been  amongst  the  large  roach  and  chub  in 
the  Wiske.  A  few  fine  grayling  have  also  been  caught 
in  the  Black  Ox  Club  waters  in  Bedale  Beck.  The 
Wharfe  has  fined  down,  and  is  in  splendid  condition 
at  the  time  of  writing.  Up  to  now  very  few  anglers 
have  been  out  at  Grassington  or  Burnsall,  and  sport 
has  been  of  a  meagre  character.  A  few  anglers  have 
been  out  at  Ilkley,  and  the  killing  flies  have  proved  to 
be  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Pale  Autumn  Dun,  Snipe  and 
Purple,  Red  Tag,  and  Waterhen  Bloa.  Poor  returns 
come  to  hand  from  Cottingham  and  Wetherby,  and 
the  bottom  fishermen  at  Tadoaster  and  Ulleskelf  have 
made  moderate  bags  of  roach,  etc.  The  Nidd  is 
now  in  good  trim,  and  better  sport  may  be  looked 
for.  The  Rye  and  Riccall  are  running  in  fair 
volume,  and  are  in  good  condition  for  fly  fishing. 
Sport  has  been  fair  in  the  first-named  river,  also  in 
the  Hodge.  If  the  weather  continues  fine,  the 
Derwent  and  Ouse  will  be  in  good  order  by  the  time 
this  is  in  print.  By  the  kind  permission  of  Mr.  R.  C 
Vyner,  the  members  of  the  Ripon  Working  Men's 
Angling  Association  held  a  match  in  the  Yore  at 
Newby,  one  half  of  the  members  fishing  on  Friday 
afternoon  (Oct.  17)  and  the  oiher  half  on  Saturday 
afternoon.  The  water  was  rather  high,  but  not  in 
bad  condition  ;  the  fish,  however,  were  gorged  and 
catches  light.  The  winning  basket,  3Jlb.,  was  caught 
by  Mr.  H.  Bruce,  and  prizes  were  also  awarded  to 
Messrs.  J.  W.  Highmoor,  junr.,  T.  Hudson,  W.  Spence, 
G.  Harker,  G.  Townley,  R  Ebdell,  J.  Smithson,  F. 
Williams,  W.  Mallinson,  and  T.  Appleton.  The  Y^ork 
Cattle  Market  Angling  Club  fished  for  a  silver  medal, 
etc.,  in  the  Amalgamation  waters  at  Fulford  on  the 
Ouse  on  Saturday.  Water  in  bad  trim  and  sport 
poor.  Mr.  J.  Metcalf,  first ;  Mr.  W.  Richards,  second ; 
and  W.  Smith,  third.  The  Sheffield  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion and  the  Sheffield  Amalgamated  Society  have  well 
patronised  their  waters  at  Kirkstead,  half-way  between 
Lincoln  and  Boston,  this  season.  The  members  assem- 
bled there  on  Monday  in  good  numbers,  the  occasion 
being  the  competition  for  the  "  Short"  Challenge 
Shield  and  £25  for  individual  prizes.  Sixty-eight 
teams  entered  for  the  competition  and  forty  subscribed 
for  the  individual  prizes.  The  winning  team  (G. 
Harrop's)  carried  oli  the  shield  and  gold  medals  with 
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the  following  weights :  H.  Cotterill,  41b.  llf  oz. ;  G. 
Harrop,  31b.  lloz. ;  C.  Archer,  21b.  4Joz. ;  G.  Stam- 
forth,  lib.  8oz. ;  tctal,  121b.  3oz.  The  next  in 
order  was  V.  Darley  s  team:  E.  Leadbeater,  51b. 
8ioz. ;  W.  Thorpe,  31b.  8oz. ;  G.  Shelley,  lib.  12oz  ; 
and  V.  Darley,  lib.  2Joz. ;  total,  111b.  14|oz.  The 
following  were  the  principal  prize-takers  for  individual 
catches:— R.  Spill,  51b.  lloz.;  E.  Leadbeater,  51b. 
Bioz  ;  A.  P.  Johnson  (Lincoln),  51b.  Ifoz.  ;  W.White, 
41b.  14foz.;  H.  Cotterill,  41b.  lljoz. ;  and  W.  Brown, 
31b.  14|oz.  Two  good  casts  for  next  week  :  No.  1. 
Tail  Fly,  Bradshaw's  Fancy.  Droppers,  Miller's  Dark 
Needle,  Snipe  Bloa,  and  Blue  Hawk.  No.  2.  Tail  Fly, 
Red  Tag.  Droppers,  Sea  Swallow  (quill  body),  Water- 
hen  Bloa,  and  Snipe  and  Purple. — John  E.  Millbr, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Awe.— On  Oct.  21,  Mr.  Hamish  Stuart,  London, 
had  a  salmon  in  the  Otter  Pool.  The  river  has  been 
in  fine  order,  but  little  has  been  done  in  such  of  the 
beats  as  yet  being  fished.  There  is  a  great  number 
of  fish  in  the  upper  pools. 

Bolder  Esk  aad  Liddle.— The  rivers  have  been 
much  improved  by  the  rains  of  last  week,  and  on 
Friday  and  Saturday  they  were  in  capital  order  for  fly, 
and  a  number  of  salmon  were  caught.  Fishing  in  ttie 
reserved  water  of  the  Esk,  at  Gilnockie  Bridge,  Mr. 
Stewart  of  Dalkeith,  landed  a  small  salmon  weighing 
81b.  Mr.  Thos.  Bell,  Langholm,  captured  a  nice 
salmon  in  Broomholm  reserved  water  below  Skipper's 
Bridge.  Mr.  Andrew  Bell,  Langholm,  killed  two 
salmon,  weighing  181b.  and  81b.  respectively,  in  Craig 
pool  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Esk.  Mr.  Butler 
caught  two  salmon,  271b.  and  71b.,  in  the  Irvine  House 
water,  close  to  the  Island  pool.  Pishing  in  the  Willow 
pool.  Dr.  Anderson,  Esk  Bank,  Canonbie,  killed  a 
salmon  of  101b.,  and  lost  another  after  a  good  run 
when  it  was  being  gaffed.  Mr.  J.  Graham-Hollows, 
Canonbie,  killed  a  couple  of  salmon  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Liddle  weighing  201b.  and  101b.  A 
gentleman  staying  in  Canonbie  had  a  salmon  of  131b. 
in  the  Double  water.  Mr.  Pott  had  one  of  101b.  Mr. 
A.  Porteous,  Canonbie,  lauded  a  nice  fish  weighing 
11  Jib.  Mr.  Johnstone,  of  Birmingham,  had  a  small 
salmon  of  71b.  Mr.  Watson,  Byreburn,  caught  one 
weighing  141b.  Mr.  Jackson  landed  a  salmon  of  121b. 
in  the  Cauldron  pool.  Mr.  Wm.  Murray,  Rowanburn, 
caught  a  fine  fish  of  181b.  Mr.  Thos.  Steel,  Bowholm, 
landed  a  salmon  weighing  171b.  in  the  same  water. 
Mr.  Wm.  Riddle,  Rowanburn,  caught  one  of  91b.  in 
the  Canonbie  water.  A  Longtown  angler  got  a  salmon 
of  101b.  below  Bridge,  and  a  salmon  weighing  101b. 
was  caught  in  the  Graham  Arms  Hotel  stretch  of 
water,  and  two  nice  salmon  were  taken  in  the  Netherby 
reserved  stretch  of  water. — Gilnockie. 

Beveron  (Ban:^s}iire).— The  heavy  rainfall  ex- 
perienced last  week  put  the  Deveron  into  high  spate, 
and  the  water  was  in  very  dirty  condition  until  the 
beginning  of  the  present  week,  when  it  was  a  good  deal 
less  in  volume  and  in  fair  fishing  condition.  The  rise 
in  the  water  has  allowed  fish  a  free  run,  and  the  pools, 
more  especially  in  the  upper  waters,  are  well  stocked 
with  fish.  Notwithstanding,  anglers  are  finding  them 
very  shy  to  rise  to  the  fly,  and  the  number  of  fish  killed 
of  late  is  disappointing.  On  the  Marnoch  water  last 
week,  Mr.  Eraser,  the  keeper,  had  three  fish  in  one 
day  of  81b.,  131b.,  and  261b.,  and  one  of  8Jlb.  on  another 
day.  On  Saturday  last,  on  the  Dunlugas  water,  Mr. 
Henderson  had  two  fish,  a  salmon  of  81b.  and  a  grilse 
of  61b.— H.  W. 

Earn. — The  river  Earn  during  the  past  week  has 
yielded  very  good  sport.  The  river  came  down  in 
flood  last  week  which  enabled  a  large  number  of 
fish  to  ascend  to  the  upper  reaches.  It  has  since  gone 
back  to  normal  level  and  if  anything  is  at  present 
rather  small  for  good  sport.  Fishing  Dupplin 
reserved  waters  Mr.  A.  Wynne-Corrie  and  party  had 
excellent  sport.  On  Oct.  17  Mr.  Wynne-Corrie  killed 
eight  fish  of  41b.,  91b,,  211b.,  151b.,  61b.,  201b.,  181b. 
and  151b.  Mrs.  A.  Wynne-Corrie  three  fish  of  91b., 
101b.,  and  181b. ;  Miss  Holland  two  fish  of  71b.  and 
131b. ;  Mr.  Laming  nineteen  fish  of  161b.,  131b.,  181b., 
Gib.,  71b.,  lUb.,  71b.,  81b.,  91b.,  101b.,  141b.,  161b., 
161b.,  241b.,  181b.,  251b.,  161b.,  81b.,  and  81b.  On  Oct. 
18  Mr.  Wynne-Corrie  landed  twenty-five  fish  of  121b., 
301b.,  101b.,  211b.,  71b.,  61b.,  151b.,  61b.,  161b.,  51b., 
81b.,  211b.,  71b.,  71b,,  211b.,  81b.,  151b.,  191b.,  81b.,  61b., 
161b.,  171b.,  141b.,  101b.  and  201b.  Mrs.  Wynne- 
Corrie,  seven  fish  of  Gib.,  81b.,  81b.,  141b.,  71b.,  61b.  and 
81b.  Miss  Holland,  one  salmon  of  191b.,  and  Mr. 
Laming,  eight  fish  of  91b.,  81b  ,  171b.,  81b.,  111b.,  91b., 
181b.,  and  241b.  There  is  an  unusual  quantity  of 
fish  in  the  river.  All  the  above  fish  were  killed  with 
fly.  Capt.  F.  E.  0.  Buld,  fishing  lower  Dupplin 
water  on  October  20,  had  one  salmon  of  IGlb. — A.  A. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  recent  flood  has  appa- 
rently allowed  a  number  of  salmon  to  ascend  the 
various  rivers  in  this  district,  as  the  sport  reported 
since  last  week  has  been  improving.  A  fine  fish  of 
351b.  has  fallen  to  a  rod  on  the  Annan  to  the  fly,  while 
others  of  lighter  weights  have  been  caught  in  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  .same  river.    By  the  end  of  next 


week  the  Galloway  rivers,  as  also  the  waters  of  Ayr- 
shire and  the  Dumfriesshire  Esk,  will  have  closed 
their  rod-fishing,  leaving  only  the  Nith  and  Annan 
open  for  another  fifteen  days  in  November. 
The  following  are  the  notes  from  the  different  rivers  : — 
The  Annan. — This  river  has  been  in  fair  order  for  the 
fly  and  a  few  salmon  have  been  caught  since  last 
week's  notes.  In  the  Mount  Annan  water,  on  Oct.  17, 
Mr.  Andrew  Bell  killed  a  salmon  of  81b.  out  of  Jamie's 
stream,  with  Golden  Pheasant  fly.  On  the  20th,  the 
same  angler  caught  one  of  151b.  in  the  Flat  Water  of 
Luce,  with  Brown  Turkey  ily.  In  the  lower  water 
near  to  Annan  bridge,  Mr.  Erie  Nicholson  caught  one 
on  Saturday  morning  last,  of  about  151b.,  intheSpittal 
pool,  with  Brown  Turkey  fly.  On  the  21st,  the 
proprietor.  Mr.  P.  A.  Pasley-Dirom,  killed  a  beautiful 
clean  run  salmon  of  181b.  out  of  the  Burnfoot 
pool,  with  Brown  Turkey  fly.  In  Hoddom  Castle 
water,  the  keeper,  Dalziel,  landed  one  of  201b. 
out  of  the  bridge  pool  with  fly.  On  Tuesday, 
Mr.  R.  L.  Cowan,  Hallguards,  killed  one  of 
81b.  or  91b.  with  fly.  In  the  Hightae  water,  Mr.  A.  G. 
Laidlaw  killed  a  salmon  of  221b. ;  Mr.  Henry  Boyd 
caught  two  on  Oct.  17,  241b.  and  101b. ;  Mr.  Carruthers 
killed  two  of  21b.  and  171b.  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Gladstone 
two  of  181b.  and  171b.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  D. 
Scott  landed  one  of  101b.,  while  Mr.  J.  Gardiner 
caught  one  of  121b.  The  Nith.  —  This  river  has 
been  up  and  down  since  last  week,  and  although 
an  odd  salmon  or  two  have  been  landed  on  different 
waters,  the  sport  has  not  been  considered  good. 
The  Closeburn  section  of  the  Nith  is  in  good  order. 
The  Galloway  Rivebs. — These  waters  have  been  in 
fair  order,  and  a  few  salmon  have  fallen  to  the  rods 
here  and  there.  The  various  rivers  in  the  Stewartry 
close  their  angling  on  Oct.  31,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie.  The  Ayrshire  Rivers. — Rain 
has  somewhat  improved  the  rivers  of  this  district.  An 
odd  salmon  or  two  has  been  caught  in  the  Girvan 
district.  All  the  rivers  close  their  angling  on  Oct.  31. 
— Hbatherbell. 

Tyne  (North  and  South)  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — This  autumn  season  is  the  record  one  for 
the  river  Coquet,  there  being  the  heaviest  run  of 
salmon  and  bull  trout  ever  known.  The  scenes  at  the 
fish  passes  are  most  exciting  and  tantalising.  Mr. 
Taylor,  on  the  Coquet,  landed  a  fine  male  fish,  which 
scaled  351b.,  length  4ft.,  and  girth  21iin.  Prawn 
bait  was  the  lure.  Mr.  Taylor  also  succeeded  in 
landing  a  large  bull  trout,  which  weighed  401b. ; 
length,  46in.,  girth,  21in.,  and  is  described  as  of  a 
most  ferocious  pike-like  expression.  Mr.  Rosenvinge, 
Hexham,  on  the  South  Tyne  on  Monday  last  (Oct.  20) 
had  two  fine  salmon,  one  weighing  191b.  and  the  other 
20ib.  There  are  plenty  of  fish  up  all  the  salmon 
streams,  and  good  sport  can  be  expected  to  the  end  of 
the  season. — Henry  A.  Murton,  Northern  Anglers' 
Resort,  Grey-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Tynedale. — Since  the  spate  of  last  week  subsided 
our  northern  rivers  are  running  a  nice  fishing  level 
and  several  anglers  are  meeting  with  success.  On 
On  Oct.  17  Mr.  Thomas  Taylor  and  Mr.  Douglas,  fish- 
ing Chipchase  Castle  waters,  landed  three  salmon, 
181b.,  151b.  and  a  smaller  one.  At  Nunwick,  on  Oct. 
18,  Miss  AUgood  and  Mr.  A.  M.  Allgood  had  two  nice 
salmon  of  111b.  and  161b. ;  Mr.  Pearson  Saint,  Hums- 
haugh,  landed  a  20-pounier  from  the  Long  Rack 
stream,  and  Mr.  Telford,  Hexham,  grassed  a  good  fish 
weighing  over  201b.  oS  Tyne  Green  beat.  Angling  the 
same  stretch  on  Oct.  20,  Mr.  Rosenvinge,  South  Park, 
bagged  two  salmon  191b.  and  201b.  Mr.  W.  W.  Shield, 
the  well-known  local  angler,  hooked  a  big  one,  but 
unfortunately  lost  him.  It  is  said  that  the  rods  down 
Riding  Mill  and  Ovingham  way  are  having  a  good  time 
of  it.  A  grand  creel  of  dace  was  recently  got  from 
the  Tyne  at  Corbridge.  —  Anthony  Hindmabch, 
Hexam-on-Tyne. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Iiennon  (co.  Donegal.) — The  Lennon  is  in  fair 
order  for  the  closing  days,  and  salmon  are  plentiful. 
The  season  closes  on  the  last  day  of  the  month. 
Although  the  river  closes  so  late  clean  run  fish  are 
in  it  in  January. — J.  A.  B. 

Lough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Angling  closed  here  on  Oct.  15.  On  the  closing  day 
fair  sport  was  had  at  sea  and  brown  trout.  On  the 
Cummeragh  Mr.  Gordon  Griffith  had  six  nice  sea- 
trout.  On  the  upper  lakes  sport  fell  away  on  the 
closing  day. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Neagh  and  Tributaries. — The  pollen 
fisheries  close  on  Oct.  31.  It  is  hoped  that  the  newly 
formed  Fishermen's  League  will  largely  assist  in  the 
suppression  of  poaching  on  the  lough  and  its  tributaries 
during  the  coming  winter. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Culleu  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — Both  loughs  now  in  good  trim  for  big  Jack. 
Mr.  Seal  two  jack,  181b.,  221b. ;  Mr.  Lanark  five  jack, 
].31b.,  131b.,  171b.,  231b.,  281b.— Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). -Mr. 
W.  McC.  Gordon,  who  has  rented  Mr.  Gotham's 
water,  has,  as  usual,  done  very  well  indeed,  having  got 
on  some  days  three  or  four  fish,  largest  221b. ;  and 
his  fishermen,  P.  Ryan  and  W.  Fogarty,  have  also 


taken  a  good  many.  Mr.  F.  C.  Henry  and  his  friend 
Mr.  Wilkinson,  have  been  equally  fortunate,  they 
having  taken  several  fish  every  day  they  went  out. 
Mr.  Ballantine,  fishing  Mr.  Vinter's  preserves,  ditto. 
He  got  two  salmon  of  301b.  and  201b.  each,  besides  any 
number  of  fish  of  lesser  weights.  Dozens  of  other 
salmon  and  grilse  have  also  been  captured  recently, 
but  I  have  not  got  particulars.  The  water  is  now 
getting  into  nice  order,  and  if  a  gentleman  and  a 
friend  would  care  to  cross  the  Channel  for  ten  days  or 
so,  I  should  be  pleased  to  give  them  fishing  on  a  nice 
reach  of  preserved  salmon  and  grilse  water.  Snipe 
shooting  also. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castlecounell). — Rain  is  still  falling 
at  intervals,  though  as  a  rule  the  showers  have  neither 
been  very  heavy  nor  of  long  continuance.  Fishing 
has  somewhat  improved,  and  should  be  still  better  to 
the  end  of  the  month.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  H.  Hodges 
killed  four  peal  of  2Jlb.,  4ilb.,  51b.,  and  71b.  On 
Prospect,  the  fishermen  killed  one  peal  of  91b.  On 
Newgarden,  the  fishermen  killed  five  peal  of  41b., 
5ilb.,  71b.,  7ilb,  and  SJlb-  On  the  Castle  fishery 
Mrs.  Ballard  killed  one  peal  of  4 Jib. — J.  Enright 
and  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — On  Oct.  19  there  were  about  thirty 
boats  of!  before  11  a.m.,  about  a  mile  from  the 
Kemp  Town  shore,  after  the  silver  whiting,  since  which 
we  have  had  rough  weather  from  the  west ;  but  at 
time  of  writing  (Oct.  22)  the  sea  is  calming  down,  and 
a  renewal  of  good  sport  anticipated. — H. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  has  been  very 
good  at  pollack  and  other  fish,  but  no  fishing  could  be 
done  in  the  outer  waters  for  the  past  four  days  owing 
to  a  vary  strong  south-west  wind. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — The  weather  still  keeps  very  unsettled,  and 
good  class  of  fish  landed,  but  not  in  such  large 
numbers.  Sprats  have  shown  up  these  last  few  days. 
This  evening  (Wednesday)  one  boat  brought  in  2000. 
Tides  suit  well  for  all-day  fishing,  week  end,  and  part 
of  next  week,  and  with  favourable  weather  I  anticipate 
good  sport. — Edward  Hanger,  Agent  (B.S.A.S.), 
Napier,  Beach-street. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The]  past  six  days  have  only 
yielded  fair  results,  though  several  good  catches  have 
to  be  recorded.  The  unsettled  weather  and  heavy 
ground  swell  have  undoubtedly  accounted  for  the 
paucity  of  fish.  On  Friday  (Oct.  17)  Mrs.  Smyth  and 
Couzens  were  very  successful  with  codling  and  whiting, 
and  Mr.  Igglesden  and  his  son  made  a  good  mixed 
bag,  including  some  half  score  of  flat  fish.  Stormy 
weather  prevailed  on  Saturday,  the  day's  catch 
amounting  only  to  a  few  large  whiting,  several  cod- 
ling, and  a  few  small  plaice.  "Kingfisher"  landed  a 
good  2f  lb.  pollack  and  lost  a  much  larger  one.  Early 
morning  anglers  were  very  successful,  but  the  crowd 
of  pier  patrons,  chiefly  local,  did  but  little  during 
the  remainder  of  the  day.  The  whiting  again 
took  the  baits  freely  in  the  evening,  and  one  and 
all  creeled  sufficient  for  their  personal  wants.  Several 
gentlemen  fished  from  midnight  until  the  next  fore- 
noon, but  met  with  indifferent  success.  Monday, 
though  a  wretched  day,  witnessed  both  decks  of  the 
pier  fairly  bristling  with  rods,  among  other  well- 
known  anglers  being  Messrs.  W.  Burgess,  C.  Collins, 
Waddell,  Glen,  Hall,  Rugg,  Miskin,  Grimer,  Bowles, 
Couzens,  Cooke,  Curtiss,  Dolland,  Sandbach,  Fuller, 
Waddington,  Chapman,  Mercer,  Sanders,  Philips 
and  Horncastle,  together  with  Mrs.  Couzens,  Mrs. 
Hussey,  and  Mrs.  Waddington.  The  day's  sport 
was  not  encouraging,  though  several  good  bags 
were  made,  but  after  dark  matters  materially 
improved,  and  large  numbers  of  codling  were 
brought  up,  including  two  of  3Jlb.  each.  "  King- 
fisher"  landed  two  pollack  of  21b.  and  IJlb.  respec- 
tively, a  poor  return  for  two  hours'  skilful  fishing. 
Tuesday  was  like  a  summer's  day,  and  many  fishers 
went  afloat,  so  that  very  few  were  in  position  on  the 
pier.  The  fish  did  not  bite  at  all  freely,  but  Mrs. 
Hussey  and  Mrs.  Couzens  each  did  very  well;  and 
eighteen  good  fish  fell  to  Mr.  Miskin'a  rod  during 
evening  hours.  Wednesday  opened  with  scant  promise, 
the  weather  being  anything  but  conducive  to  sport,  and 
though  the  sun  shone  brightly  later  in  the  day  the 
returns  were  very  poor  indeed.  Matters  improved 
materially  upon  the  slack  of  the  flood,  when  some 
good  whiting  came  to  hand,  though  the  average  number 
par  rod  left  much  to  be  desired.  The  wind  is  at  present 
(4  p.m.)  in  the  north-west,  and  the  weather  is  still 
unsettled.— J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards. — Weather  has  been 
very  bad  here,  quite  impossible  for  boats  to  get  off. 
On  Oct.  19  some  good  whiting  were  taken  from  boats, 
and  codling,  whiting,  and  flat-fish  ^from  the  piers. 
Oct.  20 — Heavy  sea  running,  nothing  done.  Oct.  21 
—Sea  dropped  considerably.  Some  gocd  flat-fish, 
whiting,  codling,  and  conger  brought  ashore  by  boats. 
Piers  doing  very  well.  Oct.  22— Strong  sea  running ; 
a  few  codling  and  whiting  taken.  The  Hastings  and 
St.  Leonards  Angling  Association  fished  their  com- 
petition at  Dungeness,  Mr.  Watts  securing  chief 
onours  with  codling,  whiting,  and  dogfish.  Water 
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thick,  but  sea  going  down.  Good  prospects  for  the 
next  few  days. — A. 

FlymoTitli. — A  lot  of  bass  are  being  taken  in  the 
Hamoaze  and  the  Sound,  in  fact  we  have  not  had 
them  so  pleatiful  for  many  years.  From  the  piers  at 
Richmond  Walk,  Millbay,  and  the  Promenade  they 
are  taken  on  paternosters,  but  in  the  Sound  at  the 
back  of  tha  island  casting  is  the  best  method  of 
catching  them,  using  the  small  spinning  sand-eel.  I 
had  one  last  week  about  121b.  and  several  smaller, 
varying  from  81b.  to  61b.,  were  taken  during  the  week. 
Smelt  have  taken  themselves  oS  and  are  not  being 
caught  so  much — I  expect  the  bass  hive  frightened 
them.  There  are  plenty  of  pouting,  flatish,  and 
conger  to  be  caught.— William  Heardeh  (B.S.A.S.) 

Ramsgate. — The  weather  has  been  somewhat  un- 
settled duriog  the  week ;  notwithstanding  sport  has 
been  good,  many  boats  have  been  out  on  available 
days  and  have  been  rewarded  by  takes  of  codling, 
whiting,  and  a  few  flat-fish,  varying  from  four  to  tea 
score.  Mr.  Lambe,  fishing  at  night  from  the  East  Pier 
landing  stage,  had  a  nice  take  of  eight  bass  going 
201b.,  largest  fish  4Jlb.,  and  has  also  been  lucky  with 
whiting  and  flat-fish.  Mr.  Tanton  has  done  well  with 
codling,  whiting  and  eals,  and  a  few  nice  flat-fish. 
Mr.  Birket  has  baen  busy  with  the  pollack — best  take, 
fourteen  good  fish.  Messrs.  Burns  and  others  have 
also  done  well  from  the  Iron  Pier  with  whiting,  cod- 
ling, and  a  few  pollack.  Mr.  Cobbold  has  had  a  nice 
take  of  eighteen  silver  eels  going  over  111b.  Many 
other  anglers  have  been  successful  with  mixed  strings 
of  fish.  With  settled  weather  excellent  sport  should 
now  be  obtained. — Obey  Mullet. 

Scarboroagli. — Any  amount  of  fish  in  the  bay,  and 
both  pier  and  boat  anglers  are  having  good  sport  with 
silver  whiting,  codling,  dab,  and  "  billet."  By  the 
way,  by  a  printer's  error  in  last  week's  issue,  I 
was  made  to  say  that  "  billet  "  are  "  two  or  three  year 
old  cod  fish''  in  place  of  cole  fish.  The  various 
names  given  to  cole  fish  round  the  coast  are  legion. 
At  Scarborough  the  yearlings  are  called  "  par,"  at  two 
or  three  years  old  "  billet."  At  time  of  writing 
(Oct.  21)  they  are  so  abundant  that  your  bait  is  taken 


as  soon  as  you  put  it  down.  "  Milt,"  the  soft  roe  of 
the  herring,  is  the  most  tempting  bait,  mussel  for 
codling,  and  lug  worm  for  whiting. — H. 

Walmer. — It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  record  a 
distinct  improvement  in  the  week's  sport  here. 
Anglers  as  a  rule  have  done  better,  although  the 
weather  has  been  somewhat  uncertain  and  mixed. 
On  Oct.  18  and  19  sport  was  fair;  on  Oct.  20  miserably 
wet  for  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  few  were  out,  and 
things  were  not  so  brisk.  The  best  day  of  the  week 
was  Tuesday,  when  bags  generally  were  excellent,  the 
best  being  to  the  credit  of  Captain  Beauchamp  and 
friend,  who,  fishing  with  George  Jenner,  accounted 
foe  seventeen  score  whiting  and  a  few  mixtures.  The 
same  gentleman  on  Wednesday  took  seven  score,  nearly 
all  fine  fish,  and  other  anglers  also  report  fair  success. 
The  advance  guard  of  the  great  army  of  sprats,  on 
which  so  many  rely  for  help  through  the  winter,  has 
arrived,  and  although  no  very  great  takes  have  to  ba 
reported,  their  appearance  thus  early  augurs  well  for 
sport  with  rod  and  line  in  the  immediate  future. 
Herrings,  too,  are  slightly  better.  Last  Saturday  Tom 
Heard  landed  1450,  the  best  take  this  season  ;  the 
other  boats,  however,  have  not  taken  anything  like 
payable  quantities.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  mora 
plentiful  supply  will  very  soon  be  forthcoming. 
Weather  for  tha  week  end  is  difficult  to  forecast.  I  can 
only  say  that  the  barometer  is  30.05in.,  steady.  Wind 
N.W. ,  light ;  sea  smooth,  and  in  good  order  far  fishing  — 
all  first-rate  indications,  but  in  the  light  of  the  weather 
of  the  last  few  weeks  I  must  ask  readers  to  draw  their 
own  conclusions. — Charles  Hussey  (B.S  A.S.) 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — The  weather  has  bean 
very  wild  and  wet,  and  fishing  of  all  kinds  is  at  a 
standstill.— T.  J.  D. 

Weymouth. — The  state  of  the  weather  has  been 
very  much  against  fishing,  and  very  little  has  been 
done  during  the  past  week.  A  few  mullet  and  pollack 
have  been  taken  at  and  near  the  breakwater,  also  a 
few  mackerel  and  conger.  The  harbour  has  provided 
a  decent  quantity  of  bass,  and  of  good  size.  A  few 
nice  poUaak  have  also  been  taken  on  the  night  tides. 
The  winds  are  very  high,  with  occasional  showers  and 
sunshine.    Wind  from  S.W  ,  sea  moderate. — A.  G. 

ROWELL. 


Ilssociations 

(Speciaii  Meetings). 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

Little  busiaets  was  before  the  delegates  of  this 
flourishing  association  at  the  monthly  meeting  held 
on  Monday  night  at  the  Cripplegate  Institute — Mr. 
A.  J.  Marriott  presiding  ;  but  it  was  announced  that 
two  new  clubs  had  been  enrolled  :  the  West  Hamp- 
stead  Angling  Society  and  the  Upton  Park  Anglers. 
A  letter  had,  it  was  stated  by  the  secretary  (Mr.  R. 
G.Woodruff),  been  received  from  the  Thames  Anglers' 
Defence  League  asking  the  association  to  receive  a 
deputation  from  that  body  with  reference  to  the 
necessity  of  protecting  anglers'  interests  in  the 
Upper  Thames.    Mr.  Vennell  (vice-president  of  the 


League),  a  delegate  to  the  association,  proposed  that 
the  association  receive  the  deputation.  Mr.  Turner 
seconded,  and  the  chairman  supported,  remarking 
that  matters  in  connection  with  Thames  angling 
rights  had  been  rather  in  abeyance  of  late,  but  he 
thought  it  was  time  that  anglers  were  up  and  doing  ; 
seeing  that  so  many  individuals  were  claiming  the 
fishing  in  the  Upper  Thames.  It  was  unanimously 
resolved  to  receive  the  deputation.  During  the 
evening  visiting  olficers  Howies,  Harris,  Manning 
and  Abrahams  reported  on  the  various  club  gather- 
ings they  had  attended,  and  two  competitions  in 
the  Thames  at  Richmond  were  announced,  one  tak- 
ing place  on  Sunday,  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  Mr.  .J.  W.  Harris  being 
the  hon.  sec.  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams  stated  that  his 
second  annual  competition  would  bo  held  on  Nov. 
23,  and  that  he  should  on  that  occasion  contribute 
a  guinea  each  to  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society  and  the  Anglers'  Association's  Re-stocking 
Fund,  a  statement  which  was  received  with  hearty 
applause.  The  association's  new  and  revised  visit- 
ing lists  are  ready  for  distribution.  The  represen- 
tatives of  sixty-five  clubs  answered  to  the  roll  call, 
there  being  a  very  crowded  attendance.  A  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr.  Marriott  for  pre- 
siding—Mr. W.  H.  Beckett  (vice-president),  the 
usual  chairman,  was  unavoidably  absent. — Hon. 
Reporter. 

No.  1  Eastern  District — 

The  next  return  visit  will  take  place  on  Thursday, 
Oct.  30,  at  the  Good  Intent,  The  Crown,  Church- 
street,  Shoreditch. — G.  Manning. 

CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OP  LONDON  ANGLING 
CLUBS— 

Quite  a  crowd  of  delegates  assembled  at  the 
October  monthly  meeting  at  the  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  W.C.  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf  pre- 
sided, with  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  as  vice-chairman. 
Included  in  the  correspondence  read  was  a  letter 
from  the  Metropolitan  Railway  intimating  that 
anglers'  cheap  tickets  would  in  future  be  obtainable 
at  Bishopsgate  Station  at  same  fares  as  Moor- 
gate.  Mr.  Elsmore  reported  that  the  T.A.P.S., 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorials, 
had  carried  out  important  nettings  of  ponds  for 
restocking  the  Thames ;  also  that  two  men 
had  been  prosecuted  for  night  fishing  from  a 
punt.  The  following  clubs  were  enrolled  :— Addle- 
stone,  Ashford,  Redhill,  Monarch,  and  North 
Camberwell  Radical — Mr.  Chaplais  and  Mr.  J.  Patey 
returning  thanks  for  the  enrolment.  It  was 
unanimously  agceed  to  organise  a  competition  for 
central  members,  to  take  place  at  Bourne  End  on 
Nov.  16.  Mr.  I.  Levein  promised  a  very  valuable 
silver  cup  for  the  heaviest  weight  of  all  fish  taken 
on  the  day.  Prizes  were  also  promised  by  Messrs. 
Medcalf,  Elsmore,  Wade,  T.  Crumplen,  Roland  Hill, 
A,  Every,  W.  Burkett,  A.  Field,  W.  Musgrave,  J. 
Wheel  house,  W.  Poole,  H.  Holder,  W.  Andrews 
(Wargrave),  W.  Brakes,  Wimbledon  Piscators, 
Stockwell  A.S.,  Putney  A  S.,  Woolwich  Bros.  A.S., 
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ka  Illustrated  French  ingllDg  Paper,  pablished  the  1st  and  i5th  of  each  month. 

Antmal  Subscription,  6s.  6tl. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Directors — Wyers  Frerbs,30,  Quai  de  Louvre,  Paris. 
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Original  Clerkenwell  Amicable  Waltonians,  United 
Bros.,  Greenwich  A. S.,Oosy,Blackfriars,  Bermondsey 
Bros,,  Peckham  Bros.,  Amicable  Bros,  Monarch 
AS,  Islington  Bros.,  Wandsworth,  Kynaston, 
Great  Northern  Bros.,  Battersea  Friendly, 
Oglanders,  Central  Club,  Forest  Gate,  Lincoln, 
A  Friecd,  per  C.  Watling,  F.  T.  Williams,  etc. 
Others  will  be  added  before  the  event.  The  silver 
cup  will  be  exhibited  at  the  November  delegate 
meeting,  also  afterwards  at  the  White  Bear,  Bartholo- 
mew Square,  Old-street,  Goswell-road.  The  visiting 
officer  repotted  a  good  visit  to  the  Lincoln  A.S. ; 
the  next  visit  being  to  the  North  London  A.S.  All 
letters  to  be  addressed.  The  Secretary,  6,  Priter- 
road,  London,  S.E. 


Bbitish  Sba-Anglbbs'  Society — 

The  usual  Wednesday  evening  meeting  at  eight 
was  held  at  the  new  rooms,  4  Fetter-lane,  Mr.  G. 
Read  Clarke,  in  the  chair.  Beports  were  read  from 
agents  at  Burnham-on-Croucb,  Southend,  Deal, 
East  Loce,  and  Penzance,  and  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Croft  Handley,  fishing  at  Coverack,  sanding  in 
certificates  for  specimen  fish :  pollack,  121b.,  121b., 
12Jlb.  ;  conger.  191b.  ;  sea-bream,  3Jlb.,  41b.  ; 
mackerel,  lib.  lOoz.  The  rough  weather  has  again 
interfered  with  the  fishing,  but  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin 
reported  having  had,  with  Mr.  C.  B.  Mount,  some  very 
fair  sport  at  Salcombe,  but  only  succeeded  in  getting 
one  day  on  the  bream  grounds,  taking  forty  bream, 
but  all  under  31b.  Pollack  not  numerous  and 
small ;  good  mackerel,  one  of  lib.  9oz.  and  one  of 
21b. — good  fighting  fish.  Had  two  nights'  conger 
fishing,  Mr.  Mount  taking  first  night  one  of  181b.  ; 
on  the  second  night,  both  fishing,  nine  fish,  but  all 
under  61b.  Names  of  gocd  boatman,  lodgings,  and 
hotel  were  handed  in.  Mr.  Roberts  produced 
some  specimens  of  the  yawling  caught  off  Aber- 
deen, giving  rise  to  difcussion.  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker 
said  good  soles  were  being  caught  at  Southend ; 
and  Mr.  Graham  said  that  last  Sunday  there  were 
sixty-six  boats  fishing  off  the  Knock  Buoy, 
taking  dabs,  flounders,  small  codling,  and  whiting. 
Mr.  Cooper  had  met  with  poor  sport  at  Torquay  and 
reported  that  Mr.  Churchward  had  taken  whiting  at 
Southend.  The  chairman  at  Deal  had  taken  a 
141b.  cod  and  considered  the  season  prospects  there 
unusually  good.  Mr.  W.  K.  Summers  and  three 
friends  had  seventeen-and-a-half  score  whiting; 
another  boat,  two  rods,  ten  score,  in  very  bad 
weather,  many  boatmen  refusing  to  go  out  on  the 
pier.  Ninety  rods  were  counted  and  everybody  had 
fish.  Mr.  Swan,  at  Cawsand  Bay  weather  too  bad, 
tried  Salcombe  and  Torbay  without  better  result ;  got 
broke  up  with  a  large  bass  off  Brixham.  Weather 
very  cold  and  bad  throughout.  Members  were  urged 
to  send  up  specimens  for  the  Wednesday  meeting, 
arrangements  having  been  made  for  temporarily 
preserving  good  ones.  A  complete  set  of  large  charts 
of  the  British  Isles  were  presented  by  Messrs.  Litch- 
field and  Summers,  members  of  the  committee,  who 
were  heartily  thanked.  Competitors  for  the  Deal 
competition  were  urged  to  send  in  their  entries  as 
early  as  possible,  and  especially  to  give  Mr.  Hanger 
at  the  Napier,  Deal,  prompt  notice  of  their  require- 
ments for  boats  and  men,  as  they  are  being  rapidly 
engaged.  Mr.  F.  Smith,  at  Deal,  with  the  Messrs. 
Herbert,  had  a  catch  of  thirty-one  whiting  on 
Saturday,  forty-five  on  Sunday  of  from  Jib.  to  IJlb., 
besides  codling,  pouting,  three  congers  and  dogfish 
up  to  3lb.  Attention  was  drawn  to  the  tackle  exhibi- 
tion for  Oct.  29,  and  members  and  their  friends 
willing  to  assist  in  the  musical  evening  on  Nov.  12 
were  urged  to  send  in  their  names  to  Messrs. 
Mallett  and  Summers,  members  of  the  entertain- 
ment sub  committee,  as  early  as  possible. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society — 

Tuesday  evening  last  having  been  fixed  ss  the 
date  upon  which  Mr.  Thomas  Crumplen  was  to  read 
a  paper  on  "The  Moon  and  the  Tides,"  there  was 
a  good  attendance — Mr.  Robert  Snare  presiding. 
Routine  business  having  been  despatched,  the  chair- 
man called  upon  Mr  Crumplen,  whoso  paper  proved 
to  be  much  removed  from  the  conventional  style  : 
the  meeting  listening  with  great  attention  to  Mr. 
Crumplen's  most  lucid,  yet  pleasant  and  gossipy 
account  of  the  tides ;  especially  when  he  pointed 
out  particularly  how  fish  life,  past,  present,  and 
future,  has  been,  is,  and  will  be  influeneed  by 
their  actions.  Hints  to  sea-anglers  as  to  times  for 
fishing,  and  the  necessity  for  a  study  of  the  tides 
and  currents,  were  included  in  the  paper ;  and  the 
ftory  of  the  moon  and  tides  was  briefly,  yet  effec- 
tively, told.  A  large  number  of  illustrations,  in- 
cluding some  excellent  photographs  of  the  moon, 
accompanied  the  reading;  the  lantern,  etc.,  being 
very  skilfully  manipulated  by  Mr.  F.  Lee.  Some 
excellent  views  of  "Constable's  country"  and  the 
east  coast  generally  were  displayed  after  the  reading 
closed.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Crumplen  was  enthu- 
siastically carried,  as  was  also  another  to  Mr.  F.  Lee 
for  his  services.  'The  usual  toast  and  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman  concluded  the  proceedings.  At 


the  meeting  last  week  three  gentlemen  were  elected, 
two  prospective  members  being  also  nominated — this 
announcement  having  been  "  crowded  out  "  in  the 
report.  Members  requiring  extra  tickets  for  concert 
on  Tuesday  next  (Oct.  28)  are  particularly  requested 
to  apply  at  once  to  the  hon.  secretary.  Ladies  are 
invited. 

Qbebham  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  Gill  occupied  the  chair  at  the  weekly  meeting 
of  the  above  society.  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  brought  up  a 
report  from  the  Anglers'  Association  meeting,  which 
he  attended  as  delegate.  Fishing  reports :  Mr. 
Gill  fishing  at  Leigh,  fifteen  flat  fish  weighing  141b. 
Mr.  Borthwick,  plaice  and  flounders  at  Leigh.  Mr. 
Hicks,  Leigh,  flat  fish.  Mr.  S.  T.  Saunders,  thirteen 
roach  from  Kelvedon,  weighing  71b.  Mr.  Hayward, 
at  Kelvedon,  dace  and  roach.  Mr.  F.  Gray,  roach 
from  the  Thames.  Mr.  Tesfais  showed  a  tray  of 
jack  and  perch  from  Sussex,  the  largest  jack  going 
61b.  14oz.,  the  largest  perch  lib.  4Joz.  The  day 
previous  he  secured  a  jack  of  101b.  A  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman  for  presiding  brought  the  business 
of  the  meeting  to  a  close. — F.  E.  Eldbed,  hon.  sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  presided  over  our  meeting  on 
Oct.  22.  The  entertainment  committee  submitted 
their  report,  and  it  was  resolved  that  we  hold  a 
smoking  concert  on  Nov.  5.  A  general  meeting  will 
be  held  on  Nov.  19  to  consider  the  report  of  the 
committee  upon  the  revision  of  the  rules.  Keports 
of  fish  taken  are  meagre.  Mr.  G.  Rayner  reports  a 
take  of  nice  roach  from  the  Lea,  best  fish  lib.  3Joz. ; 
and  from  the  same  water  Mr.  A.  J.  Hersant  has 
taken  a  number  of  roach,  none  over  lib.  Mr. 
Westrup  took  a  number  of  dace  on  the  fly;  Mr.  F. 
Hall  reports  a  few  small  pike. — G.  W. 

Norwich  Angling  Club— 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Norwich  Angling  Club 
was  held  recently  at  the  Bell  Hotel.  Mr.  A.  R.  Bush, 
the  president  for  the  past  year,  occupied  the  chair, 
and  there  was  a  large  attendance,  which  included 
all  the  leading  anglers  in  the  city.  Mr.  R  G.  Smith 
was  elected  president  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  Mr. 
J.  Howard  Dakin  vice-president.  Mr.  C.  S.  Beck, 
who  has  acted  as  secretary  since  1897,  was  re- 
appointed to  that  position,  and  a  special  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  him  for  his  great  services  to 
the  club.  Other  officials  were  also  elected,  and 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  annual  dinner, 
which  takes  place  on  Dec.  10. 

Southend  on-Sea  Angling  Society — 

A  successful  Bohemian  concert  was  held  at  the 
Victoria  Hall.  The  Mayor  presided,  and  was 
accompanied  by  the  Mayoress,  and  supported  by 
Aldermen  Prevost  and  Francis,  Councillor  and  Mrs. 
Norman,  Councillor  Roberts,  Captain  Kemp  (Pier- 
master)  and  Mrs.  Kemp,  Mr.  R.  Graham  (treasurer) 
and  Mrs.  Graham  (B.S.A.S.),  Mr.  W.  G.  0.  Hanson 
(secretary),  and  Messrs.  A.  Norman,  Crookham, 
O.  M.  Howard  Grant,  Lord  Mowbray,  Penn,  and 
Simpson  (committee).  A  presentation  of  a  hand- 
some tantalus  and  illuminated  address  was  made  to 
Mr.  W.  Wilson,  a  member  of  the  society,  for  a  con- 
spicuous act  of  bravery  on  the  pier  on  August  6,  in 
rescuing  a  boy  who  had  been  sucked  under  the  pier 
in  a  heavy  tide.  The  arrangements  were  carried  out 
by  the  entertainment  committee,  Messrs.  Norman, 
Buckle,  Phipps,  Graham,  and  Howard. — W.  R.  G. 


A  FISHING  ADMIRAL. 


Sib  Ahchibald  Douglas,  K.C.B.,  commanding  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  North  American  squadron  in 
Atlantic  waters,  is  a  fishing  admiral.  This  term  may 
perhaps  require  a  little  explanation,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  there  were  fishing  admirals  who  have  figured 
in  history.  Two  hundred  years  ago  there  were  fishing 
admirals  in  Newfoundland — plenty  of  them.  The 
title  was  then  bestowed  upon  a  number  of  illiterate 
skippers,  to  whom  judicial  authority  was  entrusted 
upon  the  west  shore  of  the  island.  One  of  New- 
foundland's historians  describes  these  fishing  admirals 
as  "  clothed,  not  in  the  simple  and  sober  black  of 
the  police  magistrate,  but  in  his  ordinary  blue 
fishing  jacket  and  trousers,  besmeared  with  pitch,  tar, 
and  fish  slime,  his  head  adorned  with  an  old  seal- 
skin cap,  robbed  from  an  Indian,  or  bartered  for  a 
drink  of  rum  and  a  stick  of  tobacco."  The  sacred  temple 
of  law  and  equity  was  a  fish  store,  the  judicial  seat  an 
inverted  butter  firkin.  Justice  was  freely  dispensed 
to  the  suitor  who  paid  the  most  for  it.  In  the  absence 
of  a  higher  bribe,  his  worship's  decision  was  often 
favourably  affected  by  the  judicious  presentation  of  a 
few  New  England  apples.  The  litigant  who  com- 
menced his  case  with  the  production  of  a  flowing  bowl 
of  calabogus  (composed  of  rum,  molasses,  and  spruce 
beer)  captivated  the  judicial  mind  most  effectually. 
Sometimes,  alas!  the  dignity  of  the  bench  was 
diminished  by  the  sudden  fall  of  the  court  prostrate 
on  the  floor,  overcome  by  the  too  potent  effects  of  new 


rum  and  spruce  beer.  One  of  the  most  remarkable 
of  the  fishing  admirals,  who  rejoiced  in  the  title  of 
"  The  Lord  High  Hadmiral,"  and  who  was  the  agent 
of  the  great  English  fishing  house  of  the  place,  was 
once  called  down  by  a  superior  officer  for  having  given 
a  number  of  judgments  in  favour  of  his  own  firm. 
Quite  unabashed,  he  replied,  "Well,  I  must  be  a  pretty 
sort  of  a  fool  of  a  judge  if  I  could  not  do  justice  to 
myself." 

The  fishing  admirals  of  the  present  day  are  very 
different  from  those  of  two  hundred  years  ago,  but 
the  name,  which  it  naturally  occurs  to  an  angler  to 
apply  to  them,  suggests  at  once  a  reference  to  the 
rascally  adventurers,  who  being  the  first  skippers  to 
bring  vessels  into  a  Newfoundland  port,  became,  in 
virtue  of  a  statute  of  William  III.,  "of  pious  and 
immortal  memory,"  the  absolute  rulers  for  the  season. 
The  first  arrival  was  admiral  for  the  year,  land  was 
allowed  to  take  as  much  of  the  beach  as  he  chose  for 
his  own  use,  the  masters  of  the  second  and  third 
vessels  arriving  at  the  same  harbour  being  vice- 
admiral  and  rear-admiral,  with  similar  privileges. 
When  these  worthies  had  helped  themselves,  if  any- 
thing was  left,  the  unfortunate  fishermen  might 
obtain  a  scrap. 

Admiral  Douglas,  during  a  recent  visit  to  Quebec, 
enjoyed  magnificent  sport  among  the  trout  of  the 
Montmorenci,  at  Laval,  a  few  miles  north  of  the  city. 
He  is  also  a  devoted  salmon  fisherman.  In  this  sense 
it  is  not  surprising  that  Sir  John  Hopkins  and  many 
other  of  Admiral  Douglas's  predecessors  were  also 
fishing  admirals.  Stationed,  as  they  are,  near  the 
best  salmon  waters  in  the  world,  it  would  be  strange 
if  it  were  otherwise.  Turning  over  the  leaves  of  a 
number  of  old  angling  books  with  Sir  Archibald  the 
other  day,  I  was  surprieed  to  learn  from  him  that, 
though  a  native  of  Quebec,  it  was  only  comparatively 
late  in  life  that  he  became  a  fisherman. — Forest  and 
Stream. 


SHARK  STORY. 


As  I  am  particularly  fond  of  proofs  of  conjugal 
attachment  between  animals  (in  the  human  species 
they  are  so  universal  that  I  set  no  store  by  them),  an 
instance  of  that  kind  which  the  captain  related  to  me 
this  morning  gave  me  great  pleasure.  While  lying  in 
Black  River  Harbour,  Jamaica,  two  sharks  were  fre- 
quently seen  playing  about  the  ship.  At  length  the 
female  was  killed,  and  the  desolation  of  the  male  was 
excessive.  What  he  did  without  her  remains  a  secret, 
but  what  he  did  with  her  was  clear  enough ;  for  scarce 
was  the  breath  out  of  his  Eurydice's  body  when  he 
stuck  his  teeth  in  her,  and  began  to  eat  her  up  with 
all  possible  expedition.  Even  the  sailors  felt  their 
sensibility  excited  by  so  peculiar  a  mark  of  posthumous 
attachment ;  and  to  enable  him  to  perform  this 
melancholy  duty  the  more  easily  they  offered  to  be  his 
carvers,  lowered  their  boats,  and  proceeded  to  chop 
his  better  half  in  pieces  with  their  hatchets,  while 
the  widower  opened  his  jaws  as  wide  as  possible  and 
gulped  down  pounds  upon  pounds  of  the  dear  departed 
as  fast  as  they  were  thrown  to  him  with  the  greatest 
delight  and  all  the  avidity  imaginable.  I  make  no 
doubt  that  all  the  while  he  was  eating  he  was 
thoroughly  persuaded  that  every  morsel  which  went 
into  his  stomach  would  make  its  way  to  his  heart 
directly  I  "  She  was  perfectly  consistent,"  he  said  to 
himself  ;  "  she  was  excellent  through  life,  and  really 
she's  extremely  good  now  she's  dead ! "  and  then, 
"  unable  to  conceal  his  pain," 

"  He  sigh'd  and  swallow'd,  and  sigh'd  and  swallow'd, 
And  sigh'd  and  swallow'd  again." 

I  doubt  whether  the  annals  of  Hymen  can  produce  a 
similar  instance  of  post-obitual  affection.  Certainly 
Calderon's  "  A7nor  despues  de  la  Muerte"  has  nothing 
that  is  worthy  to  be  compared  to  it ;  nor  do  I  recollect 
in  history  any  fact  at  all  resembling  it,  except  perhaps 
a  circumstance  which  is  recorded  respecting  Cambletes, 
King  of  Lydia,  a  monarch  equally  remarkable  for 
his  voracity  and  uxoriousness ;  and  who,  being  one 
night  completely  overpowered  by  sleep,  and  at  the 
same  time  violently  tormented  by  hunger,  ate  up  his 
queen  without  being  conscious  of  it,  and  was  mightily 
astonished  the  next  morning  to  wake  with  her  hand 
in  his  mouth,  the  only  bit  that  was  left  of  her.  But 
then  Cambletes  was  quite  unconscious  what  he  was 
doing ;  whereas  the  shark's  mark  of  attachment  was 
evidently  intentional.  It  may,  however,  be  doubted, 
from  the  voracity  with  which  he  ate,  whether  his 
conduct  on  this  occasion  was  not  as  much  influenced 
by  the  sentiment  of  hunger  as  of  love  ;  and  if  he  were 
absolutely  on  the  point  of  starving,  Tasso  might  have 
applied  to  this  couple  with  equal  truth,  although  with 
somewhat  a  different  meaning,  what  he  says  of  his 
"  Amanti  e  Sposi  "  : 

 "Fende 

D'un  fato  sol  c  Vuna  c  I'altra  vita"  : 

for  if  Madam  Shark  had  not  died  first.  Monsieur  must 
have  died  himself  for  want  of  a  dinner. — By  the  late 
M.  G.  Lewis,  Esq.,  M.P.,  in  the  Journal  of  a  West 
India  Froprietor. 
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IMPORTANT  NEW  WORK  FOR  EVERY  LOVER  OF  SPORT. 

Messrs.  CASSELL  &:  COMPANY  will  publish  in  FORTNIGHTLY 

PARTS,  price  7d.  net, 

The  Sports  of  the  World 

Edited  by  F.  G.  AFLALO,  F.R.G.S.,  F.Z.S. 

Written  by  Leading  Authorities,  and  profusely  Illustrated  by  Original 
Drawings  and  Reproductions  from  Special  Photographs. 

"THE  SPORTS  OF  THE  WORLD" 

will  appeal  to  anglers  in  every  land,  especially  to  those  at  home  who  like  to  read  of  fishing 
abroad  as  well  as  close  at  hand.  Mr.  R.  B.  MARSTON  (Editor  of  the  "Fishing  Gazette")  will 
take  brother=fishermen  to  the  banks  of  Norwegian  salmon  rivers,  to  the  eddies  of  Teddington  in 
search  of  barbel,  and  after  the  big  pike  of  Irish  Lakes;  Mr.  ROLT  will  tell  of  autumn  grayling; 
from  Lord  GRANVILLE  GORDON  they  will  learn  something  of  trout  streams  in  New  Zealand. 
As  to  sea  fishing,  the  Editor  (Mr.  AFLALO)  will  wet  lines  for  their  benefit  both  at  home  and 
in  Australia  ;  Mr  E.  WAY  ELKINGTON  will  tell  how  the  Maoris  catch  shark  in  the  prolific 
waters  of  New  Zealand;  Mr.  HULME=BEAMAN  will  give  some  wrinkles  on  sea  fishing  in  the 
historic  waters  near  Constantinople.  Other  papers  of  fishy  interest  are :  one  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
QRENFELL,  on  the  tarpon;  another  by  Mr.  G.  A.  B.  DEWAR,  on  the  dry=fly  fisher;  a  third  by 
Mr  PAYTON  (' Sarcelle"),  on  river  trout;  and  four,  by  Mr.  TARLETON  BEAN,  on  angling  in 
North  America. 

SOME    OF   THE    CONTRIBUTORS  : 


LORD  BALFOUR  OF  BURLEIGH. 

A.  G.  HULME  BEAMAN. 

TARLETON  BEAN. 

W.  C.  BLEW. 

C.  L.  BROWNELL. 

H.  A.  BRYDEN. 

PROF.  A.  J.  BUTLER. 

SYDNEY  BUXTON,  M.P. 

PAUL  CAILLARD. 

GUY  CAMPBELL. 

HERBERT  COMPTON. 

C.  H.  COOK  ("John  Bickerdyke "). 

T.  A.  COOK. 

G.  A.  B.  DEWAR. 

T.  F.  DALE. 

N.  EVERITT. 

G.  FERNAU. 

W.  J.  FORD. 

LORD  GRANVILLE  GORDON. 


GENERAL    SIR    MONTAGU  GERARD, 

K.C.S.I.,  C.B. 
H.  GRAVES. 

W.  H.  GRENFELL,  M.P. 
ALFRED  HARMSWORTH. 
W.  B.  HARRIS. 
HORACE  HUTCHINSON. 
T.  P.  KEMPSON. 

GENERAL  ALEXANDER  KINLOCH,  C.B. 

HON.  GERALD  LASCELLES. 

MRS.  AUBREY  LE  BLOND. 

MISS  MURIEL  LUCAS. 

COLONEL  DUGALD  LUMSDEN,  C.B. 

REV.  R.  E.  MACDONALD. 

R.  B.  MARSTON. 

EUSTACE  MILES. 

OTHO  PAGET. 
I     C.  PAYTON  ("Sarcelle"). 
!     B.  FLETCHER  ROBINSON. 

P£i.x>t;  X.  x>e£i>dy   Octolaex*  27. 


MISS  ETHEL  ROBSON. 
P.  ROBSON, 

SIR  CHARLES  ROSS,  Bart. 

E.  T.  SACHS. 

H.  SAMZELIUS. 

F.  C.  SELOUS. 

A.  INNES  SHAND. 

SIR.  F.  A.  SWETTENHAM,  K.C.M.G. 
GEZA  COUNT  SZECHENYI. 
MAJOR  NEVILLE  TAYLOR. 

G.  T.  TEASDALE-BUCKLE. 
C.  G.  TEBBUTT. 

W.  BEACH  THOMAS. 

J.  TURNER-TURNER. 

BARON  DE  VAUX. 

COLONEL  H.  WALROND. 

ROBERT  WATSON. 

DR.  LEONARD  WILLIAMS. 

WALTER  WINANS. 


%*   AN   ILLUSTRATED  PROSPECTUS  SENT  POST  FREE  ON  APPLICATION. 
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Trade  knows  ncitltcr  friends  nor  kindred. 


A  SLIGHT  misapprehension  appears  to  exist  with 
regard  to  the  method  of  drawing  for  the  boat  com- 
petition at  the  Hastings  Festival.  Parties  of  two, 
three,  or  four  can  fish  together,  providing  they  let  the 
hon.  secretaries  know  before  Oct.  27  (the  date  of  close 
of  entries),  but  they  will  have  to  draw  for  boats  and 
boatmen.  The  erroneous  impression  appears  to  be 
that  the  method  of  the  draw  will  place  friends  in 
different  boats,  which  if  not  quashed  will  militate 
considerably  against  the  entry. 


I  HEAR  from  Prensham  Pond  that  good  sport  is 
being  had  amongst  the  pike,  and  am  told  on  the 
highest  authority  that  there  is  one  "  marked  down  " 
which  is  quite  46lb.,  if  not  more.  Very  well ;  I  must 
really  have  a  try  for  it.  My  informant  says  that  at 
first  sight  he  thought  it  was  a  boy  bathing  1  I  hope 
that  boy  will  not  come  out  of  the  water  until  I  go 
down. 


An  angler  recently  caught  a  sole  weighing  IJlb. 
while  fishing  from  the  pier  at  Lowestoft.  Another 
angler,  Mr.  S.  A.  Coleman,  has  captured  one  of 
lib.  5oz.  while  fishing  from  the  "  extension "  at 
Southend  Pier.  I  remember  catching  a  sole  with  rod 
and  line  from  the  beach  under  Margate  Jetty  which 
weighed  31b. — full  weight.  And  the  "  Drag  "  family 
had  it  for  dinner. 


The  announcement  made  last  week  that  the 
competition  to  take  place  on  Nov.  23  at  Richmond- 
on-Thames  was  in  aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society  was  a  mistake.  It  is  "  Ben  Abrahams' " 
Second  Monster  Competition,  and  not  in  aid  of  the 
A.B.S.  funds.  There  are  few  men  amongst  London 
anglers  who  have  worked  harder  in  the  cause  of 
benevolence,  and  "Ben"  deserves  encouragement. 
There  are  at  present  sixty  prizes  to  be  fished  for,  and 
they  will  be  on  view  at  the  Angler's  Depot,  25,  Silver- 
street,  Netting  Hill  Gate  Station  (Tube  Eailway), 
next  week.  Mr.  Baxter,  of  the  Cobden,  will  act  as 
scalesman. 


OCTOBEK. 

Once  only  in  a  hollow  girt  with  trees, 

A-dream  amid  wild  asters  filled  with  rain, 
I  glimpsed  her  cheeks  red-berried  by  the  breeze, 

In  her  dark  eyes  the  night's  sidereal  stain. 
And  once  upon  an  orchard's  tangled  path, 

Where  all  the  golden-red  had  turned  to  brown. 
Where  russets  rolled  and  leaves  were  sweet  of  breath, 

I  have  beheld  her  'mid  her  aftermath 
Of  blossoms  standing,  in  her  gypsy  gown. 

Within  her  gaze  the  deeps  of  life  and  death. 

— From  "  Kentucky  Poems." 


The  Sun  tells  the  following  story  : — He  was  fishing 
in  preserved  water ;  he  was  a  good  fisherman,  and 
cunning  to  boot.  Two  keepers  "  spotted  "  him,  but 
he  also  "  spotted  "  them,  and  hiding  his  dozen  fine 
roach  in  the  long  grass  under  the  bank,  he  ran  his 
float  down  to  within  a  foot  of  his  hook,  stuck  on  an 
enormous  lump  of  paste,  and  splashed  the  line  into 
the  water  over  his  head.  The  keepers  stood  silently 
behind  him  giggling,  and  they  laughed  outright  when 
he  jerked  his  line  right  up  in  the  air  with  a  small 
bleak  wriggling  on  the  end  of  it.  This  he  laid  out 
ostentatiously  on  the  grass  beside  him,  and  splashed 
the  line  in  again.  Presently  out  came  another  bleak, 
then  another,  and  he  seemed  awfully  proud.  "  You're 
trespassing,"  cried  one  of  the  keepers.  "  Yes,  very 
good  sport,"  he  replied,  pretending  to  be  deaf.  "  Come 
along,"  said  the  second  keeper  impatiently,  "  he's  a 
fool,  and  can't  fish  for  nuts  ;  he'll  do  no  harm."  And 
off  they  went.  The  piscator  ran  his  float  up,  fished 
on  the  bottom,  and  landed  as  many  more  fine  roach 
as  he  wanted.  After  which  he  also  folded  up  his 
tackle  and  quietly  stole  away  giggling  contentedly. 
[This  "  bleak  "  tale  is  very  like  a  whale.] 


"  What,  not  going  in  for  the  B.S.A.S.  competition 
at  Deal ! "  I  remarked  to  "  Truthful  Tommy."  "  How's 
that  ?  "  "  Never  no  more  for  me,"  growled  that 
amiable  individual.  "  I  tried  it  once,  and  it  didn't 
come  off."  "  You  mean  you  didn't  get  a  medal,  I 
suppose,"  was  my  reply.  "Never  mind;  better  luck 
next  time.  We  can't  all  get  medals,"  I  added  con- 
solingly. "  No,  it  wasn't  that  exactly ;  but  it  was  a 
beastly  rough  day,  and  when  I  came  ashore  I  was 
disqualified  under  Rule  IV.  for  ground-baiting  without 
having  given  the  committee  previous  notice  of  my 
intention  to  do  so." 


Amateur  :  "  When  I  stand  on  the  stage  I  see  nothing, 
and  I  am  conscious  of  nothing  but  the  r6U  I  am  play- 
ing. The  audience  disappears  entirely,"  Friend : 
"  Well,  I  can't  blaiDQ  the  audience  much  for  that," 


"  As  greedy  as  a  cormorant,"  says  H.  A.  Bryden  in 
the  Sa/urdai/  Tievieiv,  is  a  well-known  expression.  I 
once  heard  from  a  brother  angler  in  Norway  an 
excellent  story — a  true  one — concerning  a  too  pre- 
daceous  fisherman.  He  was  a  country  curate  and  a 
very  keen  fly-fisher.  For  some  time  he  had  had  his 
eye  upon  a  fine  piece  of  water,  strictly  preserved  by  a 
neighbouring  squire.  In  due  season  the  squire  gave 
him  a  day's  fishing,  and  the  curate,  rising  very  early, 
made  a  great — an  abnormal — bag.  Unhappily  for  him, 
a  keeper  chanced  to  get  a  sight  of  the  catch,  and 
reported  it  to  the  squire,  who  was  furious,  'time 
went  on,  and  a  living  in  the  gift  of  the  said  squire 
became  vacant.  The  curate,  amongst  others,  applied 
for  it.  He  got  but  a  postcard  in  reply,  and  on  the 
card  only  these  words  were  written  :  "  Sir,  I  would 
sooner  give  my  living  to  a  cormorant !  " 


The  current  issue  of  Tlie  Navy  and  Anrnj  Illustrated 
is  quite  up  to  the  high  standard  of  its  predecessors, 
which  is  saying  much.  But  it  will  be  of  special 
interest  to  the  many  sea  anglers  who  frequent  Deal 
for  the  pursuit  of  their  favourite  sport  as  it  contains, 
amongst  many  good  things,  an  illustrated  account  of 
the  celebrated  Deal  lifeboat  and  her  crew.  There  is 
a  full-page  illustration  of  the  boat  with  her  crew  on 
board,  in  which  I  can  recognise  many  faces  I  know 
well — Dick  Roberts,  the  coxswain,  Ned  Hanger,  the 
agent  of  the  B.S.A.S  at  Deal,  who  is,  as  all  anglers 
know,  the  second  coxswain,  and  many  more.  There 
is  also  a  first-rate  full-page  portrait  of  Dick  Roberts, 
by  Mr.  Fry,  of  Brighton,  and  one  of  Mr.  Charles 
Hussey's  fine  btudies  of  Deal  boatmen  which  is  entitled 
"  A  Typical  Lifeboatman."  As  I  know  the  subject 
well  I  can  answer  for  the  accuracy  of  the  portrait,  the 
photographic  excellence  of  the  picture  answers  for 
itself. 


His  Most-Prized  Catch. 

Of  all  the  fish  that  you  ever  caught. 
Which  do  you  think  most  pleasure  brought  ? 
Was  it  a  salmon,  or  sturdy  trout. 
Or  silver  grayling  (a  pike,  no  doubt. 
Caused  you  joy  by  its  sudden  spring, 
Stirred  to  life  by  the  sharp  steel's  eting). 
Sleepy  bream,  or  lethargic  roach. 
Or  the  carp  that  flies  at  mankind's  approach  ? 
Which  of  your  catches,  remembered  well. 
Brought  you  most  pleasure,  can  you  tell  ? 

Certain  it  is  that  the  bigger  the  prize 

The  worthier  it  in  the  angler's  eyes ; 

Certain,  too,  that  what  he  desires 

Is  the  fish  that  the  longest  "play"  requires. 

But  ask  any  fisherman,  after  all 

His  most-prized  catch  was  most  likely  small, 

No  monster  shark  or  prodigious  whale 

(Some  inches,  perhaps,  from  tip  to  tail), 

But  then  with  joy  he  was  fit  to  burst. 

For  lo !  this  fish  was  the  angler's  first. 

S.  E.  B. 


I  HEAR  from  Mr.  B.  J.  Canova  that  there  has  been 
some  good  sea  fishing  at  South  wold,  the  cod,  flounders, 
and  whiting  taken  being  exceptionally  fine.  With  this 
information  Mr.  Canova  sends  a  email  flounder  so 
curiously  formed  that  I  have  preserved  it  in  formalin. 
This  flounder  is  a  perfect  double — just  like  two  fish 
placed  together,  not  side  by  side,  but  one  on  the  top  of 
the  other.  I  am  not  surprised  to  find  such  flounders 
about  just  now,  with  eyes  on  both  sides.  During  the 
next  few  weeks  all  sea  fish  will  require  eyes  like  Sam 
Weller's  "  double  gas  microscopes  of  hextra  power  "  to 
avoid  the  sea  festival  fishermen. 


Tambbelik,  the  tenor,  owed  a  debt  of  gratitude  to 
Dr.  Macnamara,  to  whom  he  presented  a  beautiful 
silver  tankard  on  which  was  engraved  a  fish.  "  But," 
said  Dr.  Macnamara,  "  my  crest  is  not  a  fish."  "  No, 
my  fren',"  said  Tamberlik,  "  but  I  vant  you  to  trink 
from  my  tankard  like  one  pig  feesh." 


Desiring  to  reduce  the  number  of  coarse  fish,  the 
Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association  had  a 
day's  netting.  The  capture  was  134  barbel,  22  chub, 
25  eels,  403  roach,  15  pike,  and  P9  perch.  All  trout 
and  grayling  were  returned. 


Some  evil-disposed  person  or  persons  did,  on  the 
evening  of  Oct.  3  or  morning  of  Oct.  4,  poison  some 
400  young  trout  in  a  tank  outside  the  hatchery  belong- 
ing to  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association. 
I  wish  I  could  catch  the  miscreants.  Mr.  H.  Cooper, 
the  hon.  sec,  offers  £15  reward  for  their  capture,  but 
that  fact  don't  influence  me  a  bit ;  if  I  took  the  fifteen 
bright  "  sovs."  I  should,  like  a  good  angler,  return 
them.  No  ;  I  want  to  catch  the  rascals  and  give  them 
a  punishment — something  with  boiling  oil  in  it. 


"Pike  and  Perch  Fishing"  is  the  title  of  a  paper 
which  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  will  read  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing, Nov.  4,  at  the  Ilford  and  DistricT;  Piscatorial 


Society.  Members  of  all  angling  societies  are  cordially 
invited,  and  there  s-bould  bo  a  large  attendance  to 
hear  the  veteran  pike  fisher  discourse  on  a  subject  of 
which  he  is  master. 


Angleeb  are  noted  for  their  gallantry,  and  take 
care  that  ladies  shall,  as  far  as  possible,  join  in  their 
pleasures.  At  the  City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society, 
on  Tuesday  night,  there  will  be  a  "musical  evening  " 
to  which  ladies  are  cordially  invited.  The  programme 
is  good  enough  to  attract  a  bevy  of  beauty. 


Now  is  the  time  when  the  gardener's  thoughts 
lightly  turn  to  bulbs,  fruit  trees,  shrubs,  and  other 
things  to  make  the  garden  beautiful.  I  see  from  the 
voluminous  catalogue  sent  me  by  H.  Merryweather 
and  Sons,  The  Nurseries,  Southall,  Notts,  that  the 
well-known  firm  is  to  the  front,  as  usual,  with  old 
favourites  and  captivating  novelties  at  prices  which 
makes  one  wonder  how  they  do  it ;  but  they  do. 


Charmingly  written  by  Lloyd  Stephen  and  delight- 
fully illustrated  by  P.  A.  W.  T.  Armstrong,  R.B.A.,  a 
"Souvenir  of  North  Wales"  is  one  of  the  prettiest 
little  booklets  I  have  seen  for  a  long  time.  It  is 
published  by  Simpkin,  Marshall  &  Co.  at  one  shilling, 
and  is  a  real  work  of  art. 


The  Surrey  Magazine  enlarged  and  improved,  is 
making  a  bold  bid  for  favour.  "  The  Rising  Trout," 
by  Charles  Wills,  in  the  October  number,  is  a  well- 
written  article,  of  special  interest  to  Surrey  anglers. 


A  CALM  still  night,  a  silvery  stream, 
An  hour  of  peace,  a  moonlit  dream ; 
A  dome  of  stars  that  spark  and  flash, 
The  rippling  flow,  the  distant  plash. 

A  home  of  visions,  some  so  fair : 

A  land  of  castles,  built  on  air ; 

Where  one  might  rest  by  flowery  brink. 

And  give  one's  self  to  thought,  and  think. 

To  ponder  on  the  things  that  be, 
With  mind  at  ease  and  fancy  free ; 
Forgetting  ills  and  care  and  strife, 
And  living  there  some  other  life. 

'Tis  sweet  indeed  to  thus  indulge 

Sweet  thoughts,  too  sweet  to  e'er  divulge ; 

A  sweet  enjoyment,  only  known 

To  he  who  angles— all  alone.— Mosnae  Dis. 


Op  the  ladies  who  fish  and  are  not  members  of  the 
Royal  Family,  the  two  foremost  may  be  reckoned  to 
be  Miss  Ellen  O'Connell  and  the  Countess  of  West- 
morland. Miss  O'Connell  is  the  sister  of  Sir  Daniel 
O'Connell,  of  Lake  View,  Killarney,  and  has  fished 
from  childhood,  chiefly  in  the  Killarney  lakes.  Lady 
Westmorland  is  also  an  expert  angler.  Lady  Constance 
Mackenzie,  the  sister  of  the  Countess  of  Cromartie,  is 
another  angler  with  a  long  record  of  captures.  Among 
other  leading  ladies  in  this  line  are  the  Duchesses  of 
Portland  and  Bedford,  the  Countess  of  Limerick, 
Countess  Annesley,  and  Lady  Bridge. 


Some  interesting  particulars  respecting  the  history  of 
ex-President  Kruger's  private  ox-waggon,  which,  taken 
from  a  farm  at  Rustenburg,  came  into  the  possession 
of  Lord  Kitchener,  comes  from  Pretoria.  The  vehicle 
was  built  by  one  Fouchee,  of  Robertson,  Cape  Colony, 
who  spent  six  months  in  carving  the  designs  with 
which  it  is  so  prominently  adorned.  The  material 
used  was  very  old  oak  and  teak,  in  order  to  obviate 
the  necessity  of  paint,  and  the  cart  was  fitted  with 
brass  mountings.  In  shape  it  is  a  typical  Boer 
waggon,  but  otherwise  there  is  probably  not  another 
like  it  in  the  whole  of  South  Africa.  During  the  last 
annual  sitting  of  the  Raad  it  was  sold  to  a  near 
relative  of  Kruger  for  £225,  and  moved  to  Rustenburg. 


Two  important  fixtures  will  take  place  at  the  Royal 
Aquarium  next  week.  On  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and 
Thursday,  the  National  Show  of  Racing  Pigeons  will 
be  held,  and  from  Wednesday  to  Saturday  inclusive, 
the  second  Table  Tennis  Tournament  for  the  cham- 
pionships of  London.  All  the  entertainments  will 
proceed  daily  as  usual. 


A  SEA  ANGLER  writes  to  complain  that  a  Leigh 
smack  nearly  ran  into  his  boat,  and  did  carry  away 
fifty  yards  of  line  and  much  upset  him.  This  was  not 
accident,  but  utter  disregard  for  the  angler's  feelings. 
Perhaps  it  was.  Fishermen  have  not  all  been  trained 
in  the  school  of  Lord  Chesterfield,  and  some  are  rough 
diamonds  with  rather  coarse  ideas  of  what  constitutes 
a  joke.  Fortunately  such  complaints  are  not  numerous, 
for  fishermen  on  big  smacks  avoid  interfering  with 
anglers  from  boats  or  piers.  Fishermen  of  all  grades 
should  possess  that  "  fellow  feeling"  which  makes  us 
wondrous  kind.  Dragnet. 
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Pfovineial  flugllii^  flotes 

micst  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society 
continues  to  do  good  work.  At  the  last  meeting  held 
on  October  16  two  death  claims  were  notified  and 
reported  paid  by  the  secretary,  one  was  a  member  of 
the  Garrison  Society  and  the  other  was  a  member  of 
the  Handsworth  Society.  Both  were  married  men 
with  families.  The  member  of  the  Handsworth 
Society  leaves  a  wife  who  is  paralysed  and  totally 
tmable  to  do  anything  to  support  herself  and  yoimg 
children.  Under  the  circumstances  the  committee 
supplemented  the  death  claim  by  granting  another  £1. 
The  Travellers'  East  Society  held  a  bye  contest  on 
Oct.  19  on  the  Severn,  at  Eardington,  when  the 
majority  of  members  competed  for  a  valuable  collec- 
tion of  prizes.  Sport  was  above  the  average,  as  the 
fisrt  three  prize  winners  took  over  211b.  of  fish — Mr. 
Archer  took  near  upon  81b.  of  fish.  The  Midland 
Piscatorials  mean  to  keep  their  waters  at  Alrewas 
worthy  of  the  patronage  of  ithe  members,  as  they 
intend  to  restock  the  Trent  at  the  place  men- 
tioned. This  is  anfxamx?le  that  should  be  followed 
by  ether  clubs.  The  Blythe,  at  Hamstal  Red- 
ware,  has  provided  some  very  good  grayling 
fishing  during  the  last  week  or  so ;  several  fish 
of  over  a  pound  in  weight  have  been  taken,  and  the 
members  of  the  fly  fishing  club  who  have  visited  the 
water  have  had  no  cause  to  complain  of  the  sport  they 
have  had.  The  Hockley  Piscatorials  do  not  care  much 
for  their  water,  the  Moseley  New  Pools,  as  sport  has 
not  been  very  good  of  late ;  but  if  the  water  was  re- 
stocked it  would,  no  doubt,  be  the  means  of  improving 
the  sport  in  the  future.  The  club  have  funds|at  their 
disposal,  and  should  advise  them  in  laying  out  some  of 
their  money  in  the  direction  mentioned.  Pike  fishing 
on  the  Avon  is  improving,  as  several  good  fish  have  been 
taken  from  the  Evesham  and  Fladbury  districts.  The 
liver  down  by  Strentham  Mill  and  near  to  Defford  has 
been  run  out,  so  fishing  in  this  neighbourhood  will  be 
no  good  for  some  time  to  come.  Fishing  on  the 
Severn  and  Trent  has  been  good.  Although  the  waters 
are  high  and  discoloured  under  these  conditions,  the 
back  waters  and  close  in  at  the  side  of  the  banks  will 
be  found  to  be  the  best  places  to  fish.  Sport  has  been 
good  on  the  local  canals.  The  Lichfield  Canal  has 
been  well  patronised.  Also  at  Fradley  and  Alrewas 
the  Stratford  and  Warwick  Canals  have  been  fished 
With  success. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Roach  are  showing  more  activity,  and  those  who 
have  fiohed  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Witham  have 
been  able  to  secure  good  bags.  Improved  sport  has 
also  been  noticeable  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Forty- 
foot.  Pike  fishing  has  been  prosecuted  with  much 
vigour.  Live  bait  has  accounted  for  many  a  good  fish 
on  the  Witham,  those  operating  on  the  Kirkstead, 
Tattershall,  and  Dogdyke  lengths  having  fared  best. 
The  trolling  rod  has  alsj  teen  actively  at  worK  on  the 
Forty-foot  between  Swineshead  and  Hubbert's  Bridge. 
The  reports  from  the  Welland  show  that  pike  fishing 
is  being  attended  with  success,  Mr.  A.  Senescall 
capturing  four  brace  of  pike,  the  best  scaling  101b. 
The  Grantham  Angling  Association  has  made  arrange- 
ments for  restocking  the  Canal,  and  an  order  has 
been  placed  with  Mr.  Ford,  of  the  Manor  Fishery, 
Caistor,  for  a  supply  of  rudd,  bream,  and  tench.  The 
first  consignment  consisting  of  rudd — a  splendid  lot 
of  fish — was  placed  in  the  water  at  Harlaxton  Bridge. 
It  is  understood  that  rudd  have  not  previously  been 
found  in  the  Canal,  and  the  association  hope  that  its 
introduction  will  be  attended  with  success. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

As  premeditated  last  week,  the  sport  amongst  the 
toach  in  the  tidal  portion  of  the  river  Hull  has  much 
improved  during  the  week,  and  the  weather  at  times 
being  favourable  for  operations,  some  good  fish  have 
been  secured.  Mr.  W.  J.  Barker,  of  the  North  Myton 
Angling  Association,  fishing  with  maggot  at  Hull 
Bridge,  secured  a  nice  catch  of  roach,  some 
of  the  fish  going  up  to  lib.  loz.  each ;  and  Mr. 
T.  Sanderson,  of  the  same  club,  showed  some  fine 
roach  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Wawne,  a  couple  of 
which  scaled  lib.  5Joz.  and  lib.  IJoz.  respectively. 
Mr.  K.  H.  Barlow  has  also  had  some  good  fish  recently 
from  the  Hempholme  district,  amongst  which  he  had 
three  dace  of  H\oz.,  Hoz.,  and  V^foz.  each,  and  another 
angler  in  the  same  district  secured  a  nice  grayling  of 
lib.  8oz.  The  River  Hull  Angling  Association  held  their 
last  match  of  the  season  on  the  river  Ludd  at  Thoreaby 
Bridge,  and  did  fairly  well,  Mr.  G.  Fowler  taking  first 
prize.  The  Hull  Town  Angling  Society  wound  up 
their  season  on  the  same  river  at  Firebeacon,  Mr,  W. 
Matghall  securing  first  prize. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Next  Monday  will  be  an  important  date  with  Warring- 
ton anglers.  In  the  first  place  it  is  the  annual  function 
at  which  all  association  prizes  are  handed  to  the 
fortunate  winners.  This  year  additional  interest  is 
centered  in  the  ceremony  from  the  fact  that  their 
challenge  shield  will  be  presented  to  the  winners  in 
the  maiden  contest  for  that  trophy.  Last  Satur- 
day the  ceremony  of  presenting  the  Bridgewater 
Challenge  Shield  to  the  Standard  Mower  Angling 
Society,  Leigh,  was  performed  by  Mr.  Wm.  Prescott. 
The  BoUin  has  been  in  flood  for  several  days,  so  that 
angling  was  impossible.  Beyond  a  few  migratory 
trout,  nothing  is  reported  from  the  Ribble.  Recent 
heavy  waters  are  said  to  have  materially  benefited  the 
Luce,  and,  in  consequence,  fishing  is  better.  Really 
good  sport  is  reported  from  the  Wyre  amongst  the 
migratory  trout,  which  appear  to  be  in  this  river  in 
great  quantities. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Gorton  Angling  Society  will  complete  a  most 
successful  season  at  BoUington.  An  important  meet- 
ing of  the  Welcomb  Angling  Society  held  recently 
appears  to  have  been  generally  satisfactory.  Eight 
new  members  have  been  accepted  ;  the  annual 
Odds  and  Evens  Match  on  Oct.  19  resulted  in  a 
victory  for  the  Evens.  A  nice  trout  found  its  way 
to  this  city  in  the  closing  days  of  the  season  to  be 
mounted ;  its  weight  was  7Jlb.  Several  of  the  Sun 
Angling  Society  report  good  sport  from  their  private 
waters.  Extensive  stocking  is  now  being  done  to 
these  waters. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Our  anglers  have  experienced  another  unsettled 
week  as  regards  weather,  and  at  the  period  of  writing 
the  Trent  contained  a  fair  amount  of  colour.  The 
river  was,  however,  receding.  Pike  fishers  were  out  at 
Shardlow  on  Tuesday,  and  in  one  of  the  "  slacks  "  Mr. 
Morris  and  friend  caught  half-a-dozen  fish,  though  the 
whole  were  on  the  small  side.  A  fish  of  121b.  was  got  on 
Monday  by  Mr.  Wiseman  in  one  of  the  ponds  near 
Sawley,  and  on  Wednesday  several  came  to  hand 
from  the  lower  waters  of  the  river.  In  the  early  part 
of  the  week  general  fish  would  scarcely  look  at  a 
worm,  or  for  that  matter,  any  other  bait,  and  it  was 
evident  the  temperature  of  the  water  was  abnor- 
mally low.  Whilst  trying  for  roach  with  Mr. 
A.  W.  Shelton,  I  foul-hooked  by  the  tail  a  bream 
which  showed  an  extraordinary  capering  of  sport. 
I  thought  at  first  I  had  hold  of  a  ponderous 
eel,  and  it  was  only  after  considerable  difficulty 
that  my  friend,  from  a  steep  bank,  succeeded  in 
getting  the  landing-net  over  the  head  of  the  fish 
and  so  securing  it.  It  weighed  41b.,  and  was  in  the 
pink  of  condition.  Between  us  we  bagged  a  pcore  of 
eels  and  one  rudd,  a  curiosity  for  the  river.  We  used 
the  tail  end  of  the  lob  worm,  and  would  have  fared 
much  better  had  the  water  contained  less  colour; 
the  volume  pouring  downwards  might  be  compared 
to  road  sweepings.  Members  of  the  Pride  of 
Derby  Club  have  done  badly  on  their  stretch 
above  Sawley,  and  until  Wednesday,  most  of  the 
favourite  reaches  were  practically  unfishable  owing 
to  the  thickness  of  the  water.  On  that  day  a  decided 
improvement  set  in,  and  with  less  wind  raging  worm 
fishers  ought  to  render  a  good  account  of  themselves. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  continuous  heavy  rain  we  have  had  filled  our 
rivers  with  muddy  water,  but  this  is  now  running  off 
and  will  be  beneficial  in  carrying  away  the  rotten  weeds 
and  dead  leaves,  and  we  shall  soon  have  the  water  in 
condition  again,  when  sport  should  be  good.  We  have 
had  two  days'  fine  weather,  with  a  strong  N.E.  wind 
blowing ;  a  few  rods'have  been  out,  and  some  good 
roach  taken  with  the  red  worm  and  maggot,  but  very 
little  fishing  will  be  done  for  some  days  to  come. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  fishing  match,  which  extended  over  October  17 
and  18,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Ripon  Workmen's 
Angling  Association,  was  held  on  the  river  Ure, 
opposite  Newby  Hall,  permission  having  been  granted 
by  Mr.  R.  C.  de  Grey  Vyner.  Thirty-one  competitors 
turned  up,  and  found  the  water  in  fair  condition  ;  but 
the  fish  were  gorged  during  the  flood  a  short  time 
before,  and  the  catches  were  small.  The  chief  fish 
taken  were  pike,  roach,  and  perch,  the  bait  used  being 
gudgeon,  worm,  and  maggot.  The  prize-winners  were 
1st,  H.  Bruce,  SJlb. ;  2ad,  J.  W.  Higbmoor,  junr.,  2Jlb. ; 
.3rd,T.  Hudson,  lib. ;  W.  Spence,G,  Harker,G.Townley, 
R.  Ebdell,  R.  J.  Smithson,  F.  Williams,  W.  Mallinson, 
T.  Appleton.  The  weather  was  very  fine.  The  York 
Cattle  Market  Angling  Club  had  a  most  enjoyable 
sweepstakes  on  the  Amalgamation  waters  at  Fulford 
on  Oct.  18.  Mr.  A.  Kettlestring  also  gave  a  silver 
medal  to  be  fished  for.  Owing  to  the  bad  condition 
of  the  water  the  catch  was  very  poor.  The  chief 
winners  wore  J.  Modcalfe,  first ;  W.  Richardson, 
second ;  W.  Smith,  third.    The  Ouse,  as  usual,  has 


very  largely  shared  in  the  recent  freshets,  and  with 
more  settled  weather  local  anglers  are  experiencing  a 
turn  in  their  fortunes.  The  objectionable  night 
pastime  of  netting  in  the  Ouse  is  again  being  indulged 
in,  and  surprise  is  expressed  that  men  should  be 
allowed  to  deprive  the  river  of  its  fish  in  this  covert 
fashion.  Bradford's  pollution  of  the  river  Aire  con- 
tinues to  engage  the  attention  of  the  West  Riding 
Rivers'  Board,  which  is  very  anxious  that  the  Cor- 
poration should  adopt  some  great  scheme  in  order  to 
purify  the  stream. 


NOTES'  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  angling  closed  on  Oct.  15  on  all  the  Waterville 
lakes  and  rivers.  On  the  whole,  the  season  was  a  very 
disappointing  one,  though  some  good  sport  was  had  on 
Lough  Currane  in  June  and  July  at  large  sea-trout, 
locally  termed  "  spring  trout."  The  spring  salmon 
fishing  was  a  decided  failure,  and  the  river  fishing  was 
very  poor  throughout  the  season,  practically  nothing 
having  been  done  on  some  of  the  rivers  owing  to  the 
long-continued  drought. 


^ofcs  front  ti)c  ^ottf). 


Some  good  sport  is  to  close  the  Dee,  Don,  Doveron, 
and  other  streams  not  yet  closed.  Pish  have  been 
running  freely,  and  weU  into  the  mid-reaches  good 
baskets  are  being  made. 

The  Scotch  trout  fisher  in  the  North  is  hard  to 
convince.  The  probability  is  that  he  does  not  want 
conviction  on  a  close  time  for  trout.  Nevertheless,  it 
is  a  fact  all  the  same  ;  and  yet,  in  spite  of  this,  and 
articles  and  letters  to  the  contrary,  he  is  trying  to 
make  out  another  year  of  grace  (save  the  mark  I)  for 
the  angler ;  but  what  about  the  trout's  chances  1 

It  is  all  to  no  purpose.  The  Act  oama  late,  but  all 
the  same  it  came  sure  and  fast,  and  now  we  can  laugh 
at  those  trying  conclusions  with  the  law  on  the 
matter.    Our  Sheriffs  will  know  how  to  deal  with  them. 


A  good  deal  of  salmon  is  being  exposed  in  northern 
markets,  and  some  of  it  first  class  (for  autumn),  but 
lots  of  it  is  so  so  1  However,  this  state  of  matters  will 
continue  till  amendments  to  the  Freshwater  Fishery 
Act  puts  it  beyond  the  reach  of  poachers  to  sell  fish 
after  Aug.  26. 


A  young  angler — and  a  lady  to  boot — ^had  a  301b.  fish 
the  other  day  on  the  Dee. 

An  old  angler  died  the  other  day  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-five  years.  He  had  not  fished  much 
since  he  had  passed  seventy  ;  but  he  had  named  a  few 
pools  on  the  Deveron  in  his  day  which  still  carry  their 
local  in  addition  to  their  survey  cognomen.  "  Jock's 
Lodge  "  (how  near  to  Jock  Scott),  ''Peter's  Pot,"  and 
so  on;  but  "Sandy's  Hole"  beats  all.  Sandy  was 
drowned  there  1 


Sergeant-Major  Blacklaws,  of  Lovit's  Sjouts,  is  now 
putting  in  a  quiet  holiday  on  Deeside.  He  has  no 
idea  of  ever  staying  there  ;  but  Inverness  (or  Pretoria) 
may  be  his  happy  hunting  ground  in  the  end.  "  Man, 
if  there  were  only  a  few  salmon  or  good-sized  trout  or 
pike  to  kill  I  would  be  there  to-morrow,  but  without 
that  the  gold  dust  costs  too  much  in  health." 

Special  Scotch. 


LOCH  LEVEN  ANGLING  ASSO- 
CIATION (LIMITED). 

The  directors  of  the  Loch  Leven  Angling  Associa- 
tion (Limited)  have  issued  their  twenty-eighth 
annual  report  and  balance-sheet  for  the  year  ending 
Sept.  23,  1902,  which  states  :— The  gross  receipts  for 
the  past  year,  including  the  interest  on  the  revenue 
account,  amount  to  £2,313  7s.  lOd.,  and  after  providing 
for  all  the  fixed  rents  and  other  charges,  there  remains 
the  sum  of  f  959  lis.  6d.  to  meet  the  rent  for  the  trout 
fishing  for  the  past  season,  being  £40  5s.  Gd.  short  of 
the  maximum  rent.  There  was  carried  forward  from 
last  year  a  balance  of  £568  4s.  6d.,  to  which  there  falls 
to  be  added  £32  7s.  Id.  of  interest  on  the  invested 
paid-up  capital,  making  together  £600  lis.  7d.  In 
consequence  of  no  profit  being  made  on  the  revenue 
account,  the  directors  are  unable  to  recommend  pay- 
ment of  any  dividend,  and  suggest  that  the  whole 
balance  be  carried  forward  to  next  account. 

The  report  states  that  the  past  season  has  been  one 
of  the  worst  experienced  since  the  formation  of  the 
association.  To  this  unfortunate  state  of  matters 
many  circumstances  have  contributed.  The  weather, 
taken  as  a  whole,  has  been  quite  unsuitable  for  angling, 
while  the  continued  presence  of  the  American  weed 
has  both  directly  and  indirectly  had  the  most  pre- 
judicial eSeot — directly  in  so  far  as  it  has  itself  inter- 
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ferod  with  fly,  and  especially  with  minnow,  fishing,  and 
also  by  imparting  to  the  waters  of  the  loch  a  colour 
hitherto  unknown  to  it,  and  indirectly  by  reason  of 
refuge  which  it  has  afforded  to  pike,  which  appeared 
during  the  summer  to  have  very  largely  increased  in 
numbers.  It  is  hoped,  and  with  some  show  of  reason, 
that  the  change  in  the  colour  of  the  water  is  owing 
to  the  decay  of  the  weed.  The  increase  of  pike  has 
caused  the  directors  much  thought  and  consideration, 
and  drastic  measures  have  been  adopted  with  the  view 
of  reducing  or  exterminating  them.  As  the  increase 
is  thought  to  be  due  to  the  thickness  and  spread  of 
the  weed,  proposals  to  cut  same  by  niaans  of  weed- 
cutters  were  seriously  considered,  but  ultimately 
abandoned ;  the  best  received  opinion  being  to  the 
effect  that  cutting  would  encourage  and  strengthen 
rather  than  weaken  its  growth.  Stringent  eSorts  to 
put  down  the  pike  by  means  of  trimmers  and  drift- 
nets  have  therefore  been  adopted,  and  the  directors 
are  pleased  to  report  with  considerable  success. 

The  total  number  of  pike  caught  during  the  past 
season  was  1287,  weighing  40021b.,  as  compared  with 
859,  weighing  27G71b.  in  I'JOl,  and  278,  weighing 
8521b.,  in  11)00.  The  number  of  trout  caught  during 
the  past  season  was  7809,  weighing  SSOlflb.  The 
number  is  very  low,  and  the  average  weight,  though 
unusually  high,  still  shows  the  gross  weight  of  the 
trout  caught  to  be  considerably  below  that  of  previous 
seasons. 

The  present  lease  terminates  at  the  end  of  next 
feason,  and  the  directors  have  been  in  communica- 
tion with  Sir  James  Montgomery,  the  landlord, 
regarding  its  renewal.  He  is  willing  to  enter  upon 
a  new  lease  for  five  years,  under  the  former  conditions, 
and  the  directors  recommend  acceptance  of  his  proposal 
to  the  shareholders. 

The  eel  fishings  at  the  sluices  have  been  discon- 
tinued. The  plant  which  now  lies  at  the  association's 
pier  is  in  good  repair. 

The  four  retiring  directors  are  Messrs.  Barnet, 
Smith,  Paton,  and  Dunlop. 


SPEY  FISIIEllY  BOARD. 


At  a  meeting  cf  the  Spey  Fishery  Board  on  Friday, 
the  superintendent  submitted  his  annual  report.  He 
reported  that  the  spawning  season  of  last  year  did  not 
come  up  to  the  record  of  the  previous  seasDn.  The 
decrease  in  the  number  of  beds  counted  was  no  less 
than  1751.  A  number  of  the  beds,  especially  upon  the 
Avon,  became  obliterated,  which  made  counting 
impossible.  The  same  caufo  accounts  for  several 
hutdred  uncounted  beds  on  the  Duluain  and  Nethy. 
The  first  spawning  beds  s?en  on  the  Spey,  which 
were  very  good,  in  the  Kothes  district,  was  oa 
October  8,  and  at  Grantown  on  the  28th  of  the 
same  month.  Heavy  spates  in  January  and  February 
caused  darasge  to  the  bed^.  Smolts  began  to  show 
about  the  middle  of  April,  and  daring  May  descended 
the  river  in  largo  cumbers.  As  to  disease  amorgit 
fi-h,  this  was  specially  noted  in  the  Fiddoch.  Tha 
percentage  of  deaths  to  the  number  of  spawning  beds 
counted  upon  this  stream  during  the  spawning  season 
was  nine,  against  seven  for  the  previous  year,  the 
average  during  the  past  fifteen  years  being  about 
fifteen  per  cent.  The  number  of  spawning  beds 
counted  upcu  this  stream  last  year  was  525,  and 
tbe  number  of  dead  or  diseased  fish  forty-seven. 
The  fish  afftctedwere  one  msle  sea-trout,  seventeen 
male  and  one  female  grilse,  and  twenty-eight  male 
salmon,  all  spawned  fish.  The  new  run  formed  at 
the  Divie  last  year  has  kept  its  improved  position,  and 
has  proved  of  use  for  drawing  fish  from  the  Spey  into 
excellent  spawning  grounds  in  the  Druie  and  its 
tributaries.  A  fishery  assessment  of  2s.  GJd.  per  £1 
was  imposed,  being  5d.  per  £1  less  than  that  for  the 
preceding  year.  J.  M. 


DEATH  OF  MR.  J.  W.  ADDYMAN,  B.A. 


An  enthusiastic  angler,  a  clever  man,  a  staunch 
friend,  has  departed.  As  the  result  of  a  bicycle 
accident,  Mr.  J.  W.  Addyman,  B.A.,  of  Leeds,  has 
joined  the  majority,  and  ho  will  indeed  be  missed  by 
a  large  circle  of  friends.  Busy  lawyer  though  he  was, 
he  found  time  for  the  study  of  natural  history,  for  the 
scientific  practice  of  photography,  while  his  skill  as 
an  angler  was  known  far  and  wide.  Norway  was  his 
favourite  place  for  a  fishing  holiday,  and  charmingly 
did  ho.  chat  of  that  countiyto  the  members  of  the 
Leeds  Literary  Society.  Mr.  Addyman's  l^nowlodgo 
of  Scandinavia  kd  to  bis  being  appointed  as  Swedish 
and  Norv/cgian  Vice-Consul  at  Lfeeds,  in  which  position 
he  was  ab'o  to  do  some  good  and  useful  work.  He 
was  president  of  the  Leeds  Naturalists'  Club,  and 
contributed  much  interesting  matter  to  the  discussions 
of  that  society.  Leeds  has  lost  a  good  citizen  as  well 
as  a  good  angler  by  the  death  of  this  enthusiastic 
devotee  of  tbe  rod. 


Xetters  to  tbe  Ebitot^ 

[We  do  not  hold  otirselves  Responsible  for  the  opimionB 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 


STREAMS  INTO  WHICH  GRAYLING  HAVE 

BEEN  INTRODUCED. 
Deab  Mr.  Maeston, — Repljing  to  your  inquiry  re 
introduction  of  grayling  into  trout  streams,  I  have 
been  much  interested  in  this  matter,  and  have  taken 
careful  notes  in  each  case  which  has  come  under  my 
notice.  Speaking  of  this  county.  East  Gloucestershire 
in  particular,  I  do  not  think  the  Windrush  is  widely 
known  or  recognised  as  a  grayling  stream.  Lord 
Coventry  tells  me  he  introduced  grayling  into  this 
water  as  an  experiment  some  twenty  years  ago.  They 
were,  I  believe,  placed  in  the  eyed  ova  Istage  on  some 
artificially  formed  redds  supplied  by  one  of  the  most 
lovely  and  charmingly  situated  springs  to  be  found  on 
the  Cotswold  Hills.  This  is  on  the  upper  portion  of  the 
Windrush,  and  about  two  miles  from  the  head  spring 
which  rises  at  Gutting.  Prom  the  spot  where  the  fish 
were  introduced  downwards  the  stream  becomes  broader, 
and  assumes  more  the  character  and  sine  of  a  river. 
They  appear  to  have  done  exceedingly  well,  and  I  have 
taken  as  many  as  twelve  brace  in  a  day  with  the  fly  in 
first-rato  condition.  The  best  day  I  can  call  to  mind 
was  some  five  years  ago,  about  the  middle  of  October, 
on  a  bright  morning  following  a  slight  frost.  I  found 
the  fish  rising  fairly  well ;  but  having  tried  in  vain  quite 
a  dozen  of  what  I  considered  the  most  likely  patterns, 
I  at  last  put  on  a  rather  insignificant  looking  little 
customer,  a  north  country  fly,  Waterhen  Bloa,  when 
I  hooked  without  exception  every  fish  I  saw  rise. 
They  varied  in  size  from  6oz.  to  one  which  turned  the 
scale  at  2Jlb.  In  some  streams  where  grayling  have 
been  introduced  they  appear  to  have  been  so  prolific 
as  to  predominate  to  the  detriment  of  the  trout.  I 
have  certainly  not  found  this  the  case  in  the  Wind- 
rush.  I  will  now  give  you  the  re-ult  of  an  experiment 
I  tried  on  the  upper  part  of  the  Coin.  In  1898  I  put  in 
three  hundred  yearlings.  The  water  here  is  narrow  with 
clean  gravelly  runs  and  occasional  deep  pools,  resemb- 
ling in  its  serpentine  appearance  the  Wye  in  Derby- 
shire. Nothing  was  seen  or  heard  of  them  until  last 
year,  when  a  friend  of  mine  fishing  with  a  small  sunk 
May  Fly  in  June  hooked  and  landed  one  12oz.  which 
was  duly  returned  to  the  water,  and  about  the  same 
time  another  was  taken,  a  similar  weight,  two  miles 
lower  down  stream.  I  have  this  season  observed  a  fair 
sprinkling  aver.igiDg  about  6  jz  ,  which  is  evidently  the 
progeny  of  those  first  put  in.  These  appear  to  be  in  the 
pink  of  condition.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  this 
was  the  first  and  only  cDnsignment  introduced  into  th.  3 
Gloucestershire  Coin. — Yours  truly,  James  Ogden. 
28,  Winchcomb-street,  Cheltenham. 

[I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Ogden  and  should  he 
gUd  if  he  can  tell  me  if  there  are  any  trout  or  other 
lish,  such  asminnoiPS,  in  the  spring  into  which  the 
grdyling  eggs  were  placed,  as  the  fry  are  supposed  not 
to  be  able  to  live  unless  placed  in  river  water  well 
supplied  with  the  animalcuhe  which  are  almost  absent 
in  spring  water.  The  difficulty  in  attifioially  rearing 
grayling  is  to  feed  the  fry  after  the  sac  is  absorbed,  as 
they  cannot  take  the  ordinary  artificial  foods  given  to 
trout  fry  and  must  be  reared  in  river  water. — Ed  ] 


STREAMS  CONTAINING  GRAYLING. 
Dear  Sir, — Noting  your  inquiry  on  the  above 
subject  in  your  issue  of  Oct.  18,  I  have  pleasure  in 
giving  you  details  concerning  which  I  have  know- 
ledge. I  have,  as  you  are  aware,  fished  the  Cumber- 
land Eden  for  many  years,  and  can  remember  the  time 
when  such  a  thing  as  a  grayling  was  unknown  there. 
I  always  thought  that,  being  very  much  of  the 
same  character  as  the  Y'^ore  and  the  Wharfe,  it 
was  eminently  suited  for  the  introduction  of  that 
beautiful  fish.  So  far  as  I  recollect,  it  was  about 
the  year  1882  that  Mr.  C.  D.  Thompson,  of 
Seaton  Carew,  turned  in  about  one  hundred  grayling 
at  Kirby  Stephen.  I  took  great  interest  in  the 
experiment,  and  from  time  to  time  kept  inquiring 
about  their  progress.  Two  or  three  years  elapsed,  but 
nothing  transpired  until  I  heard  that  several  had 
been  caught  at  Appleby  and  Kirby  Thore,  stations 
lower  down  the  river.  Since  then  they  have  never 
looked  behind  them,  and  at  the  present  time  the 
stream  is  well  stocked  down  as  far  as  Langwathby. 
Three  weeks  ago  I  saw  seventeen  beauties  caught  by 
a  friend  of  mine,  Mr.  J.  A.  Moxon,  of  Harrogate,  and 
his  son.  Moreover  this  proves  another  thing,  which  I 
have  long  preached,  namely,  that  trout  and  grayling 
can  exist  side  by  side  providing  there  is  plenty 
of  food  for  them.  On  June  2G,  fishing  the  same  length 
where  Mr.  INL  caught  his  seventeen  grayling,  I  took 
twenty-four  beautiful  trout  and  never  saw  a  single 
grayling.  I  distinctly  say  that  it  is  nonsense  saying 
that  grayling  interfere  with  trout.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  the  boot  is  on  the  other  leg.  Another 
river  which  I  can  name  is  the  Till,  in  Northumber- 
land. In  1889,  I  fished  it  in  company  with  Mr. 
Judges,  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  There  were  no  grayling 
there  then ;  but  I  have  since  beard,  although  I  have 


not  been  in  the  district  since,  that  below  Wooler  they 
abound,  and  attain  a  good  size.  I  hope  to  fish  both 
this  river  and  the  Eden  for  grayling  during  November 
and  December,  and  may  give  your  readers  an  account 
of  my  experiences.  ( 

The  third  river  is  one  of  the  chief  tributaries  of  the 
Yore — the  Skell  at  Ripon.  I  can  recollect  fully 
thirty-five  years  ago  catching  a  grayling  below  Bond- 
gate  Bridge,  and  that,  curiously  enough,  with  the 
minnow ;  the  old  anglers  in  the  ancient  city  would 
scarcely  believe  me ;  but  now  they  are  caught  up  to 
where  the  Laver  enters  the  Skell.  On  July  10,  1896, 
I  took  one  weighing  IJlb.  in  the  "  Scotch  Hole " 
above  Borage  Bridge ;  between  this  point  and  the 
Yore  there  are  two  weirs.  Query — Did  they  ascend 
those  obstructions  ? — Yours  faithfully, 

Francis  M.  Walbran. 

38a,  Wellington-street,  Leeds.  i 


THE  SALMON  COMMISSION— A  CORRECTIOIW 

Dear  Sir, — My  attention  ha^  been  called  to  a  porJ 
tion  of  the  evidence  I  submitted  to  the  Royal  Salmon 
Commission  on  the  Weser  and  North  American  rivera 
relative  to  an  experiment  in  incubating  the  ova  cm 
horse  fed  fish.  The  fish  referred  to  was  the  rainbon 
trout,  not  the  salmon,  whioh  some  persons  seem  tm 
imagine.  I  have  not  received  a  copy  of  the  evidenoM 
so  cannot  say  what  the  actual  statement  is,  but  V 
hasten  to  ask  you  to  be  good  enough  to  contradict  this 
statement  if  made  in  my  name,  for  no  suob  statement 
was  ever  made  by  me. 

It  seems  ridiculous  that  such  a  statement  should 
have  to  be  contradicted,  for  I  cannot  see  that  such  an 
experiment  could  be  possible,  or,  rather,  feasible. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  B.  Feilding,  F.L  S.,  etc. 

Upper  Downing, 
Holywell,  N.  Wales. 


HOOKS  WITH  V.  THOSE  WITHOUT 
EYES,  ETC. 

Dear  Sib, — In  this  connection  your  readers  have 
to  thank  you  for  an  interesting  and  useful  subject  of 
debate,  fruitful  in  suggestions  and  opinions,  the  weight  , 
of  which  is  likely  to  te!l  against  the  employment  of 
what  may  he  called,  for  contrast  sake,  blind  hooks. 
Of  caurse,  either  kind  of  hook,  under  favourable  on- 
comioant  conditions,  is  good  enough  to  fill  a  fishing 
creel.  Yet  the  balance  of  choic3  seems  to  rest  with 
the  eyed  hook.  Neverthele.-s,  have  I  heard  my  friend, 
the  champion  angler  of  Scotland,  forsaking  all  other,  ■ 
cleave  ooiy  to  the  older  firm  of  hook  lapped  to  gut. 
Perhaps  he  may  be  induced  to  give  us  the  benefit  of 
his  matured  opinion  over  his  well-known  name. 

Where  wet  fly  fishing  is  concerned  the  difference  of  ' 
weight  batween  eyed  and  blind  hooks  is  utterly  unim-  f 
portint;  and  seemg  that  the  drop  link  cm  ba  aa  / 
rigidly  fixed  to  one  as  to  the  other,  while  all  the  argu-  ^ 
ments  advanced  in  favour  of  changeable  links,  etc  ,  ; 
hold  good,  the  conclusion  will  naturally  be  thit  eyed  i 
hooks  are  best.  Dry  flies  are  so  persistently  eyed  flies 
that  hero  again  blind  hooks  are  next  to  nowhere. 

There  ara  passages  in  Mr.  Alison's  letter  {Fishing 
Oazctte,  p.  265)  with  which  some  may  agree  to  difiet 
until  further  enlightened.  Mr.  Hall's  experiment 
might  perhaps  have  baen  improved  by  the  use  of  wet 
gut  in  place  of  lead  wire  for  the  part  representing  the 
link,  and  would  probably  have  arrived  at  the  proper 
angle  for  direct  pull  whether  the  eye  was  turned  up 
or  down.  For  fly  construction  I  prefer  down  eyes. 
The  advantages  of  sneck  bend  being  the  same  for 
either  eyed  or  blind  hooks  are  rather  beside  the 
question. 

As  to  advice  rc  dressing  of  dry  and  wet  flies :  It  the 
same  insect  is  to  be  represented,  the  forms,  full  or 
scanty,  upright  wing  or  flat,  should  obviously  be  the 
same  in  both  cases,  and  with  regard  to  making  a  wave 
or  "  wake  "  on  still  water  the  natural  insects  will  do 
this  if  they  move  along  the  surface,  while  others,  as 
well  as  myself,  may  have  frequently  noticed  fish  rising 
at  a  fly  when  it  was  causing  this  V-like  ripple — its 
motion  being  an  attraction  apparently,  as  well  as  that 
caused  by  the  spring  of  the  feathers  or  hackle  when 
intermittently  drawn  along  or  through  the  water. 
Then  as  to  upright  or  flat  wings  made  of  feather : 
Those  tied  butt  of  feather  towards  bend  of  hook,  and 
bent  over  before  being  secured,  seldom  remain  so  up- 
right as  those  tied  the  other  way,  and  it  is  difiicult  to 
adjust  their  length  properly.  Further,  it  is  hard  to 
get  feather  wings  to  lie  as  flat  on  the  bodies  af  arti- 
ficial flies  as  do  those  of  the  natural  insect,  because 
the  former  have  no  thorax,  and  the  feathers  must  be 
tied  tightly  to  a  piece  of  thin  wire  to  secure  them, 
whioh  gives  a  set  oblique  to  the  body. 

Regarding  Mr.  Robertson's  system  and  diagram,  it 
is  good  in  theory ;  but  in  practice  I  have  often  found 
gut  drop  links  placed  thus  will  refuse  to  remain 
detached  from  the  casting  line,  but  twist  round  it 
instead  beyond  the  junction.  To  overcome  this  I 
invented  the  revolving  dropper  attachment ;  and  I  am 
inclined  to  think  the  best  attachment  for  droppers  is 
a  small  tempered  steel  hook,  or  catch,  light  and, 
strong,  revolving  on  either  the  casting  line  above  a  knot' 
or  on  a  bit  of  wire  let  into  it,  and  receiving  the  upper 
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end  of  the  drop  link  either  looped  or  terminating  in  a 
knot,  so  as  to  be  quickly  detachable  if  necessary. 
Such  little  fixtures  could  be  readily  made ;  but  I 
learned  it  would  not  pay  the  Redditch  manufacturers 
to  make  them  except  by  thousands.  Those  I  made 
for  myself  answered  well. 

If  a  fairly  strong  bristle  will  stand  knotting  it  ought 
to  form  a  drop  link  well  worth  trying.  All  this  is, 
however,  a  digression. 

Eyed  hooka  are  not  always  thicker  than  blind  ones, 
to  wit,  AUcock's  model  perfect  hooka,  almost  the  only 
fault  of  which  is  that  the  shanks  of  the  smaller,  and 
more  useful,  sizes  are  still  too  short  for  flies — at  least 
some  I  got  the  other  day  at  Farlow's  are. 

One  word  in  conclusion.  I  am  not  specially  attached 
to  fine  tapered  casting  lines  for  wet  eyed  fly  fishing, 
the  terminal,  and  often  favourite,  temptation  associated 
with  the  minimum  of  reliability,  being  apt  to  become 
the  sad  forerunner  of  a  just  judgment. — Yours  truly, 

  Benwyan. 

EYED  HOOKS. 

Sir, — Eyed  hooks  are  as  a  rule  made  stronger  in 
the  wire  than  hooks  tied  on  gut.  The  Model  Parfait 
hooks  which  I  invented  are  made  of  lighter  wire  and 
are  stronger  than  the  old  shape  strong- wire  eyed  hooks. 
"Val  Conson"  should  tiy  them. — Yourj  trnly. 

Standard  Works,  Eedditch.  S.  Allcock. 


THE  PARR. 
Deae  Sib, — You  will  think  me  very  vain  or  very 
obstinate,  but  I  adhere  to  my  view  on  this  question. 
Mr.  Boulenger  is  a  great  authority  without  doubt, 
but  I  observe  that  he  rests  his  opinion  upon  the 
examination  of  fish  sent  to  him  and  not  upon  personal 
experience.  Forty  years  ago  or  more  I  made  Ihe 
salmon  for  a  long  period  my  especial  study.  The  auto- 
biography from  which  you  so  kindly  quote,  and  which 
Frank  Buckland  at  a  great  public  dinner  declaied 
was  "  the  best  book  ever  written,"  was  the  outcome 
of  careful  study  and  observation.  I  then  rented  a 
moor  on  the  banks  of  Loch  Awe.  There  were  small 
burns  upon  it,  up  which,  from  waterfalls,  etc.,  it  was 
physically  impossible  for  salmon  to  get.  They 
abounded  in  the  pretty  little  fish  classed  by  Yarrell  as 
Sabno  samuliis,  which  my  gillies  caught  when  I 
required  bait  for  my  trimmers.  They  were  barred, 
"  the  badge  of  all  the  tribe,"  seldom  exceeding  two,  or 
at  most  three,  ounces  in  weight,  strong,  vigorous  adult 
fish,  furnished  with  both  milt  and  roe,  and  admirably 
adapted  for  the  purpose  to  which  I  applied  them  : 
unlike  the  "  salmon  parr,"  which,  as  I  have  said,  are 
soft,  weak,  and  incapable  of  sustaining  for  an  hour  the 
hardships  to  which  their  cousins  and  facsimiles  were 
exposed  during  a  long  day.  There  was  really  no  difier- 
ence  in  appearance  between  the  two.  I  may  add  that  a 
lake  in  Mayo,  close  to  a  large  property  I  once  pos- 
sessed, swarmed  with  these  parr.  I  have  taken  three 
at  a  cast,  and  I  remember  a  friend  offering  a  bet  that 
he  killed  three  hundred  in  a  day.  I  do  not,  however, 
build  upon  that,  as  salmon  have  access  to  it,  but  we 
never  doubted  their  being  true  "  parr,"  and  used 
them  accordingly.  I  must  think,  pace  Mr.  Boulenger, 
that  the  fish  sent  by  your  "  Eden  "  correspondent  were 
of  this  race. 

Possibly  some  Argyllshire  fisherman  might  testify 
to  the  truth,  or  otherwise,  of  my  statement.  The 
burns  I  refer  to  are  close  to  Port  Sonachan. — Yours 
truly,  Geobge  Roopee. 

P.S. — Neither  in  the  bums  nor  the  lake  did  I  ever 
see  a  smolt. 


LATE  SPAWNING  PERCH. 
T>EAR  Sib, — I  see  in  the  reports  from  the  Worcester 
district,  as  they  appear  in  the  Fishing  Oazette,  that 
some  good  perch  have  recently  been  caught  in  the 
river  Avon. 

For  many  years  past  I  have,  almost  without  excep- 
tion, spent  a  week  or  two  on  that  river  in  the  early 
autumn,  and  this  year  I  only  returned  home  about  a 
week  ago.  While  I  was  down  this  time  I  caught 
several  perch,  and  strange  to  say  nearly  every  one  of 
them,  including  my  four  best  fish,  weighing  21b.  2oz  , 
lib.  12oz  ,  lib.  12oz.,  and  lib.  lOoz.  respectively,  was 
full  of  spawn,  although  they  were  all  caught  after 
Sspt  14. 

My  previous  experience  of  the  river  is  that  the  perch 
have  completed  their  spawning  operations  before  the 
close  season  expires,  and  the  lateness  this  year  is 
inexplicable  to  me. 

The  other  coarse  fish  had,  I  think,  concluded  their 
spawning,  but  they  had  none  of  them  got  into  good 
condition  and  did  not  feed  with  any  keenness. — 
Yours  truly,  Hawthoen. 


FLOUNDERS, 
Dear  Sib,— Do  flounders  breed  in  fresh  water  ? 
An  article  in  the  Fishing  Gazelle  of  Sept.  27,  1002, 
p.  21C,  gives  the  opinion  that  they  do.  As  some 
attempts  have  lately  been  made  near  Hull  to  stock 
*ome  of  the  large  Holderness  drains,  it  may  be  as  well 
to  see  what  other  opinions  maybe  held  on  this  subject. 
There  is  a  very  excellent  book  published,  "  The 
Marketable  Fishes  of  Great  Britain,"  by  Cunningham, 
which  should  be  read  by  everyone  who  takes  an 


interest  in  the  supply  of  fish  to  the  public,  either  for 
food  or  sport.  Hero  is  what  Mr.  Cuaningham  says  of 
the  Flounder  (Pletoronectes  Jlesus), 

"  Distinguishing  Characters. — Rough  spiny  tubercles 
in  a  single  row  along  the  bases  of  the  dorsal  and 
ventral  fins ;  and  about  the  front  end  of  tho  lateral 
line.  These  are  enlarged  scales,  the  other  scales  are 
small  and  smooth,  and  not  projecting  from  the  skin. 
The  head  is  rather  large,  like  that  of  the  plaice,  but 
without  the  tubercles  on  the  ridge  behind  the  eyes 
which  are  present  in  the  latter.  The  teeth  are 
conical  and  pointed.  The  fin  rays  are  fewer  than  ia 
any  other  species  of  Plcuroncctes—na.v!ie\y,  dorsal,  60 
to  62;  ventral,  39  to  45.  The  colour  is  a  dark  brown, 
or  nearly  black,  without  distinct  markings,  the  lower 
side  a  brilliant  white. 

"  Size. — Dr.  Pulton  (Scottish  Fishery  Board  Investi- 
gations) found  ripe  males  6in.tol4in.,  average  8  Sin.  ; 
females,  7in.  to  17Jin.,  average  lljin.  Lirgest 
female,  mature  but  not  ripe,  was  18in.  {In  Bridling- 
ton Harbour  one  specimen  taken  by  tho  writer  by  rod 
and  line  was  18fm.,  Oct.  1897.) 

"  Names. — Fluke  is  applied  to  this  fish  as  well  as  to 
plaice  and  dib.  In  Morecambe  Bay,  cilled  white 
fluke;  in  Scotland,  freshwater  fleuk ;  in  Bridlington 
Bay,  sand  butt. 

"Habitat. — Mediterranean  to  Baltic  and  Scxndi- 
naviau  waters ;  not  found  on  the  American  coast, 
either  Atlantic  or  Pacific.  Of  all  the  British  flat 
fishes  this  is  the  least  marine  in  its  distribution. 
Belongs  essentially  to  estuaries,  ascending  many  rivers 
for  a  considerable  distance,  where  there  are  no  natural 
or  artificial  obstructions.  There  is  no  instance  of  its 
occurrence  in  fresh  water  where  cut  oft  from  the  sea, 
unless  artificially  introduced.  It  can  live  in  fresh- 
water but  cannot  propagate. 

"  Food. — No  thorough  investigation  has  been  made. 
Buckland  says  the  flounders  of  the  Lancashire  coast 
(Morecambe  Bay)  are  not  present  there  in  winter 
time  but  migrate  into  deep  water.  Dr.  Fulton's 
observations  in  Scotland  went  to  prove  that  March 
and  April  are  the  principal  spawning  months.  At 
Plymouth,  February,  March,  and  April.  In  seeking 
the  sea  to  spawn,  the  flounders  require  to  shed  their 
spawn  in  very  salt  water,  fifteen  to  thirty  fathoms 
deep.  It  appears  that  they  must  have  pressure  to 
extrude  the  spawn,  hence  the  migration  to  deep  and 
very  salt  water. 

"  The  Eggs  are  transparent  and  buoyant,  smaller 
than  plaice,  about  .}i\n.  in  diameter.  Hatched  at 
Plymouth  seven  days  after  fertilization  at  a  tempera- 
ture of  50  degrees.  At  a  year  old,  2Jin.  to  4Jin.  in 
length  ;  two  years  old,  5in.  to  12in.  long." 

The  above  description  is  considerably  abbreviited. 
It  will  be  noticed  that  P.  Buckland  agrees  with  Mr. 
Cunningham  in  asserting  that  flounders  migrate  to 
deep  water  to  spawn.  If  they  do  not  spawn  in  fresh 
water,  it  is  useless  for  the  Hull  anglers  to  import 
them  into  the  Holderness  Drains  with  an  idea  of  them 
spawning  there,  although  they  may  and  will  provide 
sport  in  the  immature  stages  of  their  growth. — Yours 
truly,  J.  W.  Wheldon. 


FLOUNDERS  AND  FLOUNDER  PISHING. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Ganova,  I  have  seen  heaps  of 
flounders,  many  cod  fish,  and  hundreds  of  soles  about 
the  size  of  one's  hand  exposed  for  sale  in  the  streets 
of  London  mora  or  less  all  the  year  round.  There 
must  be  something  radically  wrong  somewhere.  Why 
fish  of  all  descriptions  should  be  allowed  to  be  sold  in 
this  manner  more  than  hares,  pheasants,  partridges, 
grouse,  plover,  etc.,  is  a  mystery  to  me.  When  sole 5 
become  as  scarce  as  burbot,  and  salmon  as  spiued 
loach,  then  perhaps  something  will  be  done.  I  have 
often  chaffed  my  fishmonger  about  selling  cod  fish  at 
midsummer,  and  on  one  occasion  I  went  so  far  as  to 
try  one.  PouE !  1  had  one  mouthful  and  no  more. 
You  have  all  noticed  these  long,  lanky,  dirty  drab- 
coloured,  flabby,  sunken-eyed,  ghastly  creatures  on 
the  slabs,  and  so  fir  as  I  am  concerned  there  they 
remain.  Talk  about  a  31b.  flounder,  it  is  sometimes 
difficult  to  get  a  31b.  plaice  in  the  town  I  live  in.  I 
wa?  asked  2a.  for  one  this  size  the  other  day,  and  Od. 
per  pound  for  small  ones  not  worth  the  trouble  of 
cooking.  I  have  seen  Dover  soles  marked  Is.  8d.  and 
Is.  lOd.  per  pound  this  summer,  and  I  do  not  wonder  at 
it.  I  have  fished  a  certain  river  for  many  years,  and 
I  have  never  teen  a  flounder  weighing  lib.  Eight- 
tenths  of  them  would  not  reach  half  that  weight. 
Referring  to  these  identical  flounders,  the  author 
of  an  interesting  work  on  "Float  Pishing,"  published 
by  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Company, 
says: — "They  average  about  four  to  the  pound,  and 
they  get  into  good  condition  by  the  beginning  of  May  " 
(some  anglers  consider  this  early) ;  and  Whitaker 
says:  "Flounders  (not  a  flounder)  are  in  their  prime 
in  July,  August,  and  September,"  which  is  perfectly 
correct;  whilst  another  well-known  authority,  who 
certainly  ought  to  know  if  anybody  does,  says  :  "  They 
are  in  best  condition  during  winter  and  early  spring," 
namely — just  after  many  of  them  have  spawned;  so 
your  correspondent  can  take  his  choice.  "  Who  shall 
decide,"  etc.  I  expressed  no  opinion  on  this  subject.  I 
have  no  wish  to  annoy  Mr.  Canova,  but  I  should  think 


scores  of  persons  1  have  known,  and  one  most  particular 
gentleman  espsoially,  who  both  caught  and  cooked 
them,  declaring  that  his  wife  knew  no  more  about 
cooking  a  flounder  properly  than  a  cow  (my  private 
opinion  is  she  knew  far  more  than  he  did),  would 
never  bo  so  foolish  to  give  fourpence  and  even  fivepence 
per  pound  for  them  all  through  July,  August,  and 
September  to  dine  on  "  po.sh  "  in  other  words,  that  all 
the  people  1  have  known  up  and  down  this  glorious  river 
and  elsewhere  have  been  nothing  but  a  paical  of  nincom- 
poops from  time  immemorial.  Why  these  river 
flounders  should  be  fat,  plump,  firm  as  a  rook,  in  tiio 
very  pink  of  condition,  and  nicely  browned  in  eggs 
and  breadcrumb — just  lovely — at  the  time  Southwold 
flounders  are  "  thin  and  watery,"  and  I  presume  unfit 
to  eat,  is  one  of  those  things  I  cannot  understand.  In 
fact,  I  give  it  up.  One  thing  is  certain :  Mr.  Canova 
might  fish  all  day  at  Christniis-time  without  catching 
a  flounder,  while  in  July,  August,  and  September  he 
could  always  catch  them.  That  is  my  experience,  and 
no  one  seems  to  know  where  they  go  or  how  they  fare. 
An  old  angling  friend  once  said  that  he  could  not 
understand  how  such  greedy  fish  could  hibernate  or 
sand  up,  and  did  not  believe  it,  quite  forgetting  that 
several  creatures  I  could  mention  quite  as  greedy — the 
snail  and  the  eel,  for  instance — hibernate  for  much 
longer  periods.  Surely  it  must  be  considerably  warmer 
in  the  sci  than  in  a  river  where  the  tide  does  not 
reach,  and  I  have  an  idea  that  when  it  becomes  so 
cold  that  flounders  can  no  longer  digest  their  food, 
they  simply  bury  themselves  in  silty,  sandy  places, 
and  there  remain  until  a  more  genial  season. 

So  far  as  fresh-water  flounders  are  concerned,  this 
does  not  matter  one  way  or  the  other,  bjciuse  th-j 
Mundella  Act  prevents  them  from  being  caught  until 
June  16.  In  very  mild  weather,  when  thay  may  some- 
times be  seen  with  their  heads  just  sticking  out  of  the 
rand,  to  call  that  hibernating  is,  I  think,  a  misnomer. 
I  have  no  proof  of  it,  but  thay  probably  feel  a  little 
peckish.  This  must  cease.  If  any  reader  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  has  anything  reliable  to  say  about 
fresh-water  flounders,  such  as  breeding,  size,  food, 
hibernating,  condition,  migrating,  unnatural  position 
of  eyes  and  mouth,  and  last,  but  not  least,  changing 
colour  to  imitate  the  ground,  whatever  it  may  be  to 
others,  it  will  be  most  acceptable  to  me. — Yours  truly, 

A. 


LIGHT  AND  POWERFUL  SPLIT-CANE  TROUT 
RODS. 

Sib, — I  see  you  have  reprinted  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Oct.  18  a  long  and,  on  the  whole,  an  interesting 
extract  from  Forest  and  Stream,  in  which  Mr.  Hough 
comments  on  the  discussion  I  initiated  last  May  in 
your  journal  concerning  the  comparative  merits  of 
English  and  American  split-oine  trout  rods.  In 
doing  this  Mr.  Hough,  with  characteristic  national 
originality,  relies  chiefly  upon  the  statements  of  the 
supporters  of  British  rods  to  prove  the  accuracy  of  his 
contention  (and  mine)  that  the  extremely  light  and 
powerful  rods  made  by  leading  American  firms  are  far 
superior  to  the  heavy  and  clumsy  ones  manufactured 
in  this  country.  In  doing  this  he  says  that  in  the 
United  States  the  best  rods  are  neither  whippy, 
invertebrate,  nor  fitted  only  for  "  ladies  and  girls." 
And  here  I  would  like  to  ask  whether  the  latter 
category  includes  "women  and  children,"  not  to 
mention  that  remarkable  modern  American  product, 
the  "  lady-baby." 

Mr.  Hough  clea'ly  shows  that  these  very  light  split- 
cine  rods  are  those  usually  employed  by  his  country- 
men when  angling  for  really  large  fish,  and  to  this  I  may 
add  that  American  fish,  like  American  fish  stories,  are 
bigger  than  those  caugbt  in  Great  Britain.  I  quite 
agree  with  what  Mr.  Hough  tells  us  concerning  tho 
unnecessary  amount  of  metal  we  put  into  our  winch 
fittings,  and  believe  it  is  largely  owing  to  our  neglect 
in  not  paying  suflicient  attention  to  finish  and  fittings 
that  our  manufacturers  turn  out  rods  of  so  unnecessary 
a  weight. 

We  must,  I  fear,  candidly  admit  that  our  American 
critic's  strictures  on  our  lack  of  initiative  and  enter- 
prise are  in  the  main  perfectly  just,  though  when  he 
sitirically  says  he  believes  it  is  illegal  in  England  to 
make  a  rod  in  any  way  other  than  that  practised  by 
our  fathers,  he  just  misses  the  truth.  Had  conser- 
vatism been  established  only  by  law  in  England,  that 
law  would  long  ere  this  have  been  broken  or  annulled  ; 
unfortunately  it  rests  upon  a  fir  stronger  foundation, 
seeing  that  it  is  part  of  our  ethnic  being,  and  conse- 
quently there  is  always  great  difficulty  in  effecting  a 
radical  change  even  in  the  art  of  rod  making.  That 
we  have  much  to  learn  in  the  way  of  commercial 
enterprise  from  our  American  cousins  is  undoubtedly 
true,  as  true  indeed  as  that  they  have  very  much  to 
learn  from  us  in  other  matters,  among  which  the 
creation  and  maintenance  of  individual  liberty  are 
by  no  means  the  least.  For  it  is  a  fact,  as  curious  as 
it  is  important,  that  although  for  more  than  a  century 
the  English  people  have  been  described  as  a  nation  of 
shopkeepers,  they  are  to-day  by  no  means  as  good 
shopkeepers  as  are  the  people  of  several  other 
countries.  On  the  other  hand,  although  America, 
for  about  the  same  length  of  time,  has  been  univer- 
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sally  regarded  (especially  by  Americans)  as  the 
chosen  land  of  liberty,  yet  the  United  States  to-day 
gives  less  of  real  liberty  to  her  poorer  and  her  coloured 
citizens  than  is  bestowed  by  the  rulers  of  nearly 
every  other  first-class  power.  Some  of  the  results 
of  substituting  the  tyranny  of  trusts,  monopolies, 
political  bosses,  and  Judge  Lynch  for  a  more  civilised 
and  less  corrupt  form  of  government  are  seen  in 
the  savage  encounters  vfhich  daily  take  place  between 
the  partisans  of  labour  and  of  capital,  as  well  as  in  the 
"  methods  of  barbarism"  employed  constantly  against 
the  unfortunate  blacks,  whom  it  is  little  exaggeration 
to  say  are  seldom  regarded  as  men,  never  as  brothers. 
We  are  often  jeered  at  in  this  country  because  our 
class  cleavages  are  largely  fashioned  by  social  position  ; 
in  America  they  are  hacked  out  by  the  hard  and  dirty 
edge  of  the  almighty  dollar.  But  much  of  the  fore- 
going is,  I  fear,  more  suggestive  of  shark  than  of  trout 
fishing ;  my  only  excuse  is  that  "  the  other  fellow 
began  it."  If  I  myself  had  needed  any  confirmation 
as  to  the  truth  of  my  original  contention  that  the  best 
American  rods  are  infinitely  better  than  are  our  own 
far  heavier  ones,  it  would  have  been  afforded  me  by 
the  nature  and  the  number  of  the  communications  I 
have  received  touching  this  matter  from  friends  and 
strangers  alike,  both  in  this  country  and  abroad.  All 
who  have  used  one  of  the  extremely  light  rrds  of 
Leonard  or  Payne  that  average  about  Coz.,  and  who 
have  also  used  the  usual  lOoz.  to  16oz.  British  rod,  agree 
as  to  the  vast  superiority  of  the  former.  They  cast  a 
fly  equally  well  and  as  far,  they  are  as  non-whippy,  as 
"  steely,"  powerful,  and  generally  as  capable  of  hook- 
ing, holding,  and  landing  a  large  fish  as  are  their 
heavier  rivals,  while  at  the  same  time  their  lightness 
and  their  handier  make  enable  their  users  to  fish 
longer  with  considerably  less  fatigue.  Despite  the 
dictum  laid  down  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  by  one  of  our 
best  known  makers  that  for  every  inch  in  length  every 
split-cane  rod  requires  one  ounce  in  weight,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  Goz.  ought  to  be  the  limit  of 
a  9Jft.  rod.  A  greater  weight  is  proved  to  be  unneces- 
ary,  and  is  therefore  a  decided  drawback. 

Personally,  I  am  delighted,  though  somewhat  sur- 
prised, to  find  that  in  the  short  space  of  time  which 
has  elapsed  since  I  first  brought  forward  this  subject, 
"  lightness  "  has  leapt  into  a  very  prominent  place  in 
the  advertisements  of  many  of  our  tackle  dealers  in 
reference  to  the  rods  they  offer  for  sale,  though  un- 
fortimately  they  do  not  specify  the  actual  weights. 
It  is,  moreover,  somewhat  confusing  to  read  the 
annoimcements  of  rival  firms,  each  one  of  which  offers 
a  rod  that  "  is  the  lightest  and  the  most  powerful  " 
yet  produced.  But  most  important  of  all  is  the  fact 
which  has  lately  come  to  my  knowledge,  that  a  British 
firm,  probably  the  largest  manufacturers  of  fishing 
tackle  in  the  world,  is  now  preparing  to  place  on  the 
market  a  split-cane  rod  measuring  some  9Jft.,  and 
weighing  only  ooz.,  equal  in  power  and  efficiency  to 
the  best  America  can  show.  I  have  had  a  specimen 
of  this  rod  sent  me  for  inspection,  and  can  honestly 
say  that  if  the  finished  aiticle  is  equal  to  this  sample, 
and  if  some  email  but  important  improvements  are 
added  which  I  have  ventured  to  suggpst,  we  shall 
have  a  home-made  split-cane  trout  rod  as  near  per- 
fection as  it  is  possible  for  human  science  to  make  it. 
And,  moreover,  a^  I  understand  it  will  have  the 
additional  advantage  of  being  put  on  the  market  at  a 
price  about  one-third  below  that  asked  for  a  Leonard 
rod,  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  not  only  "  supply  a  real 
want,"  but  will  find  numberless  purchasers.  In  these 
altered  circumstances,  I  should  like  publicly  to  retract 
my  original  statement  concerning  the  stupid  lack  of 
enterprise  of  our  own  people. 

That  the  public  generally  are  now  thoroughly  alive 
to  the  importance  of  using  light  and  powerful  trout 
rods  in  place  of  extremely  heavy  and  clumsy  ones,  is 
I  feel  very  largely  due  to  your  kindness  in  allowing 
this  subject  to  be  discussed  in  your  journal,  as  well  as 
in  no  small  degree  to  the  support  you  yourself  have 
given  the  movement.  For  this  kindness  and  this 
support  I  should  like  to  take  this,  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity, of  sincerely  thanking  you. 

As  a  nation  we  are  wondrous  slow  to  move  forward, 
but  when  we  do  move  we  generally  advance  steadily 
and  continuously  and  in  the  right  direction. — I  am, 
truly  yours,  Viatob. 

Oct.  20,  1902. 

[Readers  of  the  Fishing  Oazctte  know  that  I  have 
long  advocated  the  use  of  as  light  a  rod  as  is  consistent 
with  the  work  it  is  expected  to  do.  I  never  had  the 
least  doubt  as  to  whether  the  rod-makers  of  this 
country  could  bring  out  rods  of  any  weight  or  almost 
no  weight.  Fly-fishing  is  not  practised  in  America 
quite  as  it  is  here,  and  curiously  enough  although  the 
rods  are  so  much  lighter,  the  reel  line  and  gut  cast, 
or  leader  as  they  call  it,  is  stouter,  and  they  put  far 
more  force  into  the  action  of  casting  ;  in  fact  I  believe 
it  would  be  found,  if  it  could  be  tested,  that  an 
American  angler  using  a  4oz.  fly  rod  employs  more 
force  than  an  English  angler  does  using  a  rod  of  8oz. 
"  Viator  "  deserves  our  thanks  for  initiating  a  very 
interesting  discussion,  which  has  extended  to  both 
Bides  of  the  Atlantic.  In  a  private  letter  accompanying 
the  above  be  says  be  hopes  I  shall  print  it  because 
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he  began  the  discussion  and  has  had  to  bear  most  of 
the  blows  from  the  heavy  rods ;  but  I  am  not  in  the 
least  convinced  that  the  very  light  American  rod  is 
right  because  some  of  our  very  heavy  rods  are  wrong. 
I  do  not  expect  that  I  shall  find  any  advantage  in 
reducing  the  weight  of  a  10ft.  6in.  rod  below  7Joz.  or 
8oz.  With  a  rod  of  that  weight  I  can  fish  all  day  with 
the  dry  fly  without  feeling  strain  on  the  wrist.  While 
dispensing  with  all  unnecessary  weight,  I  hope  our 
rod-makers  will  not  fly  to  the  other  extreme  and 
handicap  us  with  rods  far  too  slight  and  light  for  their 
work.— R  B.M.] 


TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  SOUTHAMPTON. 

Dear  Sih, — I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  would  inform  me  if  trout  fishing 
can  be  obtained  near  Southampton  without  actually 
having  to  rent  the  water.  I  am,  of  course,  well  aware 
of  the  fame  of  the  Test  and  other  rivers,  but  I  believe 
that  the  fishing  is  in  the  hands  of  private  owners. — 
Yours  faithfully,  Piscator  Abdens. 

[I  advise  my  correspondent  to  write  to  Mr.  W. 
H.  Pope,  Salisbury,  the  agent  for  letting  rods  on  rivers. 
If  there  is  a  rod  to  let  he  will  know  about  it.  He 
might  also  write  to  Mr.  Percy  Wadham,  Secretary  of 
the  Lukeley  Angling  Association,  Carisbrooke-road, 
Newport,  Isle  of  Wight,  for  particulars  of  the  trout 
fishing  there,  which  I  consider  very  cheap  indeed  at 
£8  8s.  a  rod.  There  are  vacancies  for  one  or  two  rods. 
The  fishing  is  in  chalk  stream  water  in  a  series  of 
good-sized  mill  dams  full  of  capital  trout. — Ed  ] 


DRIFT  NETS  ILLEGAL. 

Dear  Sir, — In  perusing  the  laws  for  salmon  fishing 
in  Scotland,  I  observe  that  dragging  for  salmon  is 
prohibited.  Now,  sir,  I  would  be  much  obliged  if  you 
or  any  of  your  jreaders  could  inform  me  whether  this 
or  any  of  the  bye-laws  prohibit  the  use  of  drift-nets  in 
Scotland,  or  are  they  used  in  any  part  of  Scotland. — 
Yours  truly.  Anxious. 

Whitburn,  N.B. 

[An  authority  on  the  question  of  Scotch  fishery 
matters  kindly  answers  this  inquiry  as  follows : — 
"  Drift  nets — that  is,  hang  nets  or  whammel  nets — 
were  pronounced  illegal  by  the  judgment  of  the  House 
of  Lords  on  appeal  two  years  ago.  The  case  was  tried 
in  regard  to  the  Tay  fishings,  and  since  that  judgment 
they  have  been  discontinued  in  the  Solway  and  else- 
where to  the  great  advantage  of  the  fishings.  The 
Eden  Board  which  used  to  issue  licences  for  them  no 
longer  does  so." — Ed.] 


SOME  KNOTS  FOR  FISHING  TACKLE. 

Dear  Sir, — After  an  object-lesson  study  of  the 
various  fishing  tackle  conundrum  knots  in  your  issue 
of  Oct.  18,  I  find  an  objection  lurking  in  the  difficulty 
of  untying  them.  Mr.  Pearsall,  second  paragraph, 
defines  exactly  what  is  wanted,  and  the  nearest  thing 
to  this  I  know  of  is  the  single  or  double  jam-knot  with 
which  flies  are  fastened  to  drop-links.  It  seems  super- 
fluous to  describe  this  well-tnovra  knot,  and  difficult 
also  without  presenting  another  conundrum.  How- 
ever, pass  the  fly  link  through  the  hook  eye  from 
outside,  then  once  round  the  shank,  and  take  its  end 
through  the  loop  which  forms  itself  at  the  inner  side 
of  the  eye,  one  part  of  said  loop  being  the  shank  itself 
and  the  eye  ;  pull  the  link  tight  and  the  knot  is  made. 
For  the  double  jam-knot,  take  two  turns  of  the  link 
round  the  shank,  instead  of  one  only,  the  rest  of  the 
operation  being  the  same.    It  is  said  never  to  slip. 

Either  answers  for  gut  loops,  or  steel  eyes,  or 
for  fixing  a  fly  anywhere  to  the  casting  line  if 
the  little  "  shank  eyes "  made  for  me  by  Messrs. 
Allcock  are  used,  lapped  to  the  casting  line ; 
or  even  without  these,  if  one  of  the  turns  is  taken 
round  the  cast  on  each  side  of  the  link  junction,  the 
upper  end  of  the  link  being  passed  through  the  loop 
formed  in  making  the  second  turn  and  in  the  direction 
opposite  to  that  of  the  link  and  fly.  It  thus  makes 
the  common  non-slipping  hitch.  Either  single  or 
double,  it  answers  to  attach  the  whole  cast  to  the 
running  line  if  this  ends  in  a  loop,  or  better  still,  in  a 
small  metal  eye  lapped  to  its  extreme  end,  I  have 
used  this  fixture  for  some  time  past,  thus  avoiding  a 
clumsy  loop  or  large  knotted  junction  entirely.  The 
great  advantage  is  that  these  jam-knots  are  more 
easily  undone  than  others, 

A  revolving  attachment  to  carry  a  drop-link  is 
easily  made  by  turning  a  small  eye  on  each  end  of 
a  scrap  of  thin  steel  wire,  bringing  thef  e  eyes  together 
face  to  face  to  receive  a  strand  of  the  cast,  and  making 
the  bow  between  them  into  a  third  eye  with  a  very 
short  double  shank  to  take  the  upper  jam-knot  of  the 
link.  Made  in  tempered  steel,  the  ejes  would  be  as 
trustworthy  as  those  of  fly  hooks,  and  the  weight 
would  be  quite  inappreciable  in  wet  fly  fishing.  Such 
revolvers  save  much  twisting  of  links  round  casts ; 
and  if  in  consequence  of  the  form  of  some  flies  this 
still  should  happen,  they  are  easily  shaken  loose  again, 
— Yours  truly,  Bbnwyan. 

Veytaux. 


October  25,  1902 


CLOSE  TIME  FOR  PIKE  IN  IRELAND. 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  Jet  mc  know  through  the 
columns  of  your  valuable  paper  at  what  time  of  the 
year  pike  fishing  ends  on  Irish  rivers. — Y'ours  truly, 

Co.  Louth.  Anthony  Malonb. 


PASTE  FOR  ROACH. 

Dear  Sir, — The  river  where  I  occasionally  fish  i? 
inhabited  by  shoals  of  aldermanic  roach.  The  only 
bait  that  proves  effective  among  them  is  a  paste  com- 
posed of  cheese  and  biscuit.  I  find,  however,  a  great 
difficulty  in  keeping  on  the  hook  any  paste  containing 
cheese.  It  generally  crumbles  or  is  quickly  washed 
off.  I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  or  one  of 
your  readers  would  kindly  spare  the  time  to  inform 
me  of  the  best  kind  of  cheese  and  biscuit  for  the  pur- 
pose and  the  method  of  making  the  paste. — Yours 
faithfully,  Chelsea  Bun. 

[Has  my  correspondent  tried  mixing  a  very  little 
cotton  wool  with  the  paste  ?  It  should  be  pulled  out 
very  fine  and  then  worked  into  the  paste.  "  King's 
Natural  Bait  "  also  acts  as  a  binder  of  soft  paste. — Ed.] 


SOWERBUTT'S  ROACH  POLES, 

Dear  Sir,— Will  you  please  inform  mc  through 
your  correspondence  columns — (a)  Where  Sowetbutt's 
roach  poles  are  obtainable  ?  (b)  Whether  these  poles 
are  still  the  standard  ?  (c)  What  is  the  price  of  one  ? 
Yours  faithfully,  D,  R.  M. 

Shrewsbury, 

[I  believe  that  crack  Lea  roach  anglers  still  swear 
by  Sowerbutt's,  and  that  the  rods  can  still  bo  had  at 
151,  Commercial-street  East,  Sboreditch,  London,  E, 
—Ed.] 


A  BULL  TROUT  FROM  LOUGH  CULLEN, 
Dear  Sir, — Although  I  have  fished  a  good  many  of 
the  Irish  lakes,  it  has  never  been  my  fortune  to  kill  a 
bull  trout  (Eriox)  before  Wednesday,  Oct.  8  ;  and  as 
"  Hi  Regan  "  in  his  book  says  be  had  never  seen  one 
in  Ireland,  it  may  be  interesting  to  note  that  I  took 
one  of  7Jlb.  on  that  day  in  Lough  Cullen,  co.  Mayo, 
trolling  with  a  small  brown  phantom.  It  has  been 
duly  placed  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Cooper,  of  Radnor-, 
street,  who  first  told  me  what  it  was,  otherwise  I 
could  not  have  given  it  a  name. — Yours  truly, 
Long  Sutton,  Linos.  S.  S.  Mossop. 


DO  TROUT  EAT  RATS? 

Sir, — One  has  often  beard  that  pike  eat  rats.  It  is 
nearer  the  truth  to  say  that  they  kill  rats  and  then 
eject  them.  Every  pike  angler  has  come  across  dead 
rats  in  the  rushes  with  heads  crushed  to  a  pulp  by  the 
pike.  Cases  of  actually  eating  the  rodents  are  rare.  A 
very  large  rat  taken  out  of  the  stomach  of  a  12lb. 
pike  caught  at  Windermere  this  autumn  is  the  only 
verified  instance  I  have  come  across.  But  what  do 
you  say  of  trout  eating  rats  and  mice  ?  I  was  reminded 
of  this  by  turning  over  some  old  newspaper  cuttings 
the  other  day.  One  of  them,  stained  but  legible,  and 
bearing  date  1866,  was  a  paragraph  written  by  a  man 
who  had  seen  a  big  trout  eat  a  mouse.  The  trout,  he 
says,  was  Ijing  in  a  deep  hole  at  the  root  of  a  tree.  A 
mouse  slipped  in  the  water  to  swim  across  to  a  branch. 
Instantly  the  big  trout  came  up  and  seized  it,  and 
retired  to  pouch  it.  The  writer  then  goes  on  to  fay 
that  he  baited  with  a  big  worm,  let  it  down  gently 
into  the  hole,  and  took  the  trout,  and  sure  enough  on 
the  fish  being  opened  the  mouse  was  found.  The 
weight  of  the  trout  he  give?  as  21b.  3Joz.  He  adds 
that  he  knows  of  authentic  instances  of  trout  even 
taking  rats.  This  reminds  me  that  in  an  old  angling 
book,  the  author  of  which  I  clean  forget,  I  read  yean 
ago  that  the  reason  why  the  great  trout  lie  in  the 
deeps  is  that  they  may  see  "  flies,  insects,  and  even 
rats  and  mice,"  which  cross  their  line  of  vision. 
Personally,  I  confess  I  am  sceptical  of  this,  but 
perhaps  you  or  your  readers  may  be  able  to  throw 
some  light  on  the  question.  Fancy  the  dainty  trout 
eating  a  rat  1    The  thought  is  too  horrid. — Yours  truly, 

Lancaster.  E.  Phillips. 


HOLES  IN  PIKE'S  JAW. 

Dear  Sir, — While  spinning  for  pike  on  Oct.  18,  in 
a  muddy  pond  of  no  great  size,  but  where  there  were  a 
large  number  of  fish,  I  caught  a  fish  about  41b.  in 
weight,  which  was  of  very  light  colour,  long  and  lean 
in  shape,  and  did  not  give  much  sport  when  hooked. 
What,  however,  rather  puzzled  me  was  to  notice  that 
on  the  under  side  of  the  lower  jaw,  on  each  side,  there 
were  four  holes,  as  clearly  drilled  as  if  punctured  with 
a  very  small-sized  bradawl.  I  have  tried  to  make  a 
rough  sketch  of  the  appearance  of  the  bottom  side  of 
the  under  jaw,  and  should  be  glad  if  you  could  tell  n» 
the  cause  of  so  peculiar  a  formation. — Yours  truly, 

Puzzled,  •■ 

P.S. — I  afterwards  caught  two  others,  and  all  had 
the  holes  exactly  the  same. 

[The  holes  or  apertures  are  for  the  passage  of  Uil 
mucous  fluid  which  lubricates  the  skin.— Ed.} 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


A  Note  from  the  Tweed. 

Me.  Francis  Ley,  who  is  fishing  on  his  water  (the 
Upper  Floors)  on  the  Tweed,  writes  on  Oct.  24 
to  me : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Maeston, — This  autumn  has  been  a 
failure  so  far  as  fishing  is  concerned.  We  had  a 
two-foot  rise  last  Thursday,  and  it  brought  up 
plenty  of  fish,  but  as  the  rise  only  lasted  for  twenty- 
four  hours,  fishing  has  only  been  good  for  a  day  or 
two.  I  got  two  on  Friday  last,  and  three  on 
Saturday,  Mrs.  Ley  being  blank  both  days.  On 
Monday  she  had  to  be  in  Edinburgh  shopping,  and 
I  got  nine  in  less  than  two  hours  on  the  '  Black 
Stone '  and  '  Whittles.'  I  started  late,  about 
midday,  or  should  probably  have  had  more  fish. 
On  Tuesday  Mrs.  Ley  again  joined  me,  and,  as  is 
her  custom,  took  the  lower  beat,  and  I  gave  her 
the  '  Shot '  in  addition.  She  killed  four  fish  to 
my  two  on  the  upper  beat.  Wednesday  she  quite 
took  the  shine  out  of  me,  killing  six,  including  one 
of  281b.,  again  on  the  lower  beat.  I  got  two  good 
fish,  but  I  could  do  very  little  owing  to  a  glaring 
sun,  which  on  the  upper  beat  is  always  fatal,  the 
sun  shining  right  in  the  faces  of  the  fish,  whereas 
the  lower  beat  is  always  in  shade  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  day.  I  am  quite  pleased  at  her  success. 
I  am  afraid,  however,  that  our  sport  is  now  over 
until  we  get  more  rain,  which  seems  as  far  ofi'  as 
ever.  It  is  very  curious  that  there  should  have 
been  six  consecutive  dry  autumns  on  the  Tweed." 

I  congratulate  Mrs.  Ley.  Six  salmon,  with  a 
28-pounder  among  them,  do  not  often  get  killed  by 
a  lady  in  one  day  in  this  country.  Mr.  Ley's  nine 
salmon  in  less  than  two  hours  is  fine  sport — worth 
waiting  a  month  for. 


please  everybody.  Not  long  ago  a  subscriber 
grumbled  at  the  space  given  to  illustrations,  and 
I  quite  understand  his  position. 

Here  is  the  extract  from  the  letter  referred  to  : — 

"  The  Fishing  Gazette  and  the  Field  are  a 
source  of  continual  refreshment  to  me,  and  have 
been  since  I  was  a  student.  I  have  often  pointed 
out  to  members  of  my  profession,  whom  I  have 
found  irritable  and  pessimistic  from  over- work  and 
ill-health,  how  much  they  would  gain  intellectually 
from  a  habit  of  turning  aside  to  this  literature.  It 
is  so  healthful,  so  invigorating,  so  cheering — indeed 
it  was  to  me  one  of  the  sweetest  solaces  I  had  while 
suffering  much." 


The  "Fishing  Gazette"  and  the  "Field"  a 
"  Source  of  Continual  Refreshment." 
It  is  pleasant  to  find  one's  work  appreciated,  and 
to  get  such  kindly  words  as  those  quoted  below 
from  an  old,  but  to  me  unknown,  reader  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette.     It  is  naturally  impossible  to 


Grand  Salmon  Fishing  on  the  Tay. 

I  was  amused  on  reading  the  following  letter 
from  Mr.  A.  Wyime  Corrie  to  find  that  he  "  only 
killed  twenty-four  "  salmon  one  day.  I  know  some 
salmon  anglers  who  have  fished  hard  and  not 
killed  twenty-four  salmon  this  year. 

"  Dear  Me.  Marston, — I  see  that  you  have  an 
account  of  some  of  our  sport  on  the  Earn — vide 
Fishing  Gazette  for  Oct.  25 — but  it  is  not  quite 
correct ;  I  only  killed  twentj^-four  fish  on  Oct.  18. 
Had  I  not  left  the  water  (unwillingly)  for  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  during  the  day,  and  given  up 
the  two  best  pools  to  another  rod,  I  think  I  should 
have  had  thirty  fish.  As  it  was  I  touched  thirty- 
four  others,  of  which  I  played  five  for  some  time, 
losing  two  when  they  were  under  the  gaff. 

"  The  river  is  in  flood  to-day  (Oct.  26),  and  we 
hope  that  it  will  be  in  order  for  the  five  remaining 
days. 

"  I  send  you  our  score  from  Oct.  17  to  Oct.  23 
inclusive.  Our  number  for  the  season  so  far  is  272  ; 
best  fish  881b. — Yours  truly, 

"  A.  Wynne  Corrie. 

"  Oct.  17— Mrs.  A.  W.  Corrie  three,  181b.,  101b.,  91b. ; 
Mr.  P.  Laming  nineteen,  181b.,  181b.,  251b.,  241b., 
161b.,  161b.,  161b.,  161b.,  141b.,  lllb.,  101b.,  131b.,  91b., 
8|lb.,  81b.,  81b.,  7Ib.,  71b.,  61b. ;  Miss  M.  B.  Holland 
two,  131b.,  71b.;  Mr.  A.  W.  Corrie  eight,  41b.,  61b., 
151b.,  181b.,  201b.,  211b.,  91b.,  151b.  Oct.  18— Mrs.  A. 
W.  Corrie  seven,  141b.,  81b.,  81b.,  81b.,  71b.,  61b.,  61b. ; 
Miss  M.  B.  Holland  one,  19Ib. ;  Mr.  P.  Laming  nine, 
241b.,  23lb.,  181b.,  171b.,  lllb.,  91b.,  81b.,  91b.,  81b.  ; 
Mr.  A.  W.  Corrie  twenty-four,  301b.,  211b.,  211b.,  211b., 
201b.,  191b.,  161b  ,  161b.,  151b.,  141b.,  121b.,  101b.,  101b., 
81b.,  81b.,  81b.,  71b.,  71b.,  61b.,  61b.,  61b.,  51b  ,  171b., 
151b.  Oct.  20 -Mrs.  A.  W.  Corrie  four,  141b.,  151b., 
71b.,  91b. ;  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  five,  201b.,  191b.,  151b., 
91b.,  81b. ;  Col.  Hon.  R.  Stapleton-Cotton  six,  281b., 
201b.,  16Ib.,  151b.,  101b.,  91b.;  Lord  Kinnoull  (Sshed 
for  half  an  hour)  one,  121b.  ;  Mr.  A.  W.  Corrie  six, 
191b.,  151b  ,  131b.,  71b.,  71b.,  71b.  Oct.  21— MrP.  A.  W. 
Corrie  four,  221b.,  91b.,  81b.,  7Jlb. ;  Col.  Hon.  R. 
Stapleton-Cotton  ten,  241b.,  201b.,  161b.,  161b.,  151b., 
131b.,  81b.,  71b.,  61b.,  51b.  ;  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  five, 
201b.,  171b.,  81b.,  71b.,  71b.;  Lt.-Col.  W.  D.  Holland 
three,  23Jlb.,  151b.,  61b. ;  Mr.  A.  W.  Corrie  nine,  261b., 
201b.,  191b.,  181b.,  101b.,  161b.,  141b.,  71b.,  Clb.  Oct.  22 
—Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  eight,  241b.,  161b.,  101b.,  81b., 
81b.,  71b.,  71b.,  61b. ;  Col.  Hon.  R.  Stapleton-Cotton 
four,  241b.,  141b.,  71b.,  51b. ;  Lt.-Col.  W.  D.  Holland 
two,  141b.,  101b.  Oct.  23— Col.  Hon.  R.  Stapleton- 
Cotton  eight,  271b.,  221b.,  171b.,  131b.,  121b.,  101b., 
231b.,  18lb.  ;  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  three,  81b.,  81b., 
101b. ;  Mr.  A.  W.  Corrie  three,  71b.,  71b.,  3ilb.  Total, 
154. 

"  The  weights  and  times  of  landing  the  twenty-four 
fish  caught  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Corrie  on  Oct.  18  were  as 
follows  :— 121b.,  9.10  a.m. ;  301b.,  9.25  a.m.  ;  101b., 
9.33  am.;  211b.,  9.50  a.m.;  71b,,  10.10  a.m.;  61b., 
10.20  a.m.;  151b.,  10..35  a.m. ;  61b.,  10.39  a.m.;  161b., 
10..50  am.;  .51b.,  11.5  a.m.;  81b.,  11.20  a.m.;  211b., 
11.29a.m.;  71b.,  11.35  a.m.;  211b.,  11.50  am.;  81b., 
12  noon;  151b.,  12.15  p.m. ;  191b.,  12.25  p.m.;  81b., 
12.35  p.m.  ;  61b.,  12..38  p.m. ;  161b.,  1  p.m. ;  171b., 
L45  pm;  141b.,  2  3  p.m.;  101b.,  4.48  p.m.;  201b., 
5.20  p.m. 

"  P.S. — All  my  fish  this  big  week  were  landed  on 
one  of  Eaton  and  Deller's  casts.  It  stood  A 1,  and 
I  was  very  hard  on  my  fish  on  Oct.  18." 

"  The  Sports  of  the  World." 

Messrs.  Cassell  and  Company  have  just  com- 
menced the  publication  in  fortnightly  parts  at  6d. 
of  a  superb  new  work  for  sportsmen.  No.  1  is  now 
before  me,  and  it  certainly  surpasses  in  beauty  of 
illustrations  and  general  get-up  anything  of  the 
kind  ever  produced.  It  is  edited  by  Mr.  F.  G. 
Aflalo,  F.R.G.S.,  with  a  strong  staff  of  contributors. 
In  Part  I.  we  have,  for  instance,  "  Lion  Hunting," 
by  F.  C.  Selous ;  "Revolver  Shooting,"  by  W. 
Winans  ;  "  Fencing,"  by  T.  A.  Cook  ;  "  Football," 
by  B.  F.  Robinson ;  "  Tarpon  Fishing,"  by  W.  H. 


Grenfell,  M.P. ;  and  "  A  Wild  Day  in  the  West  of 
Scotland,"  by  Sydney  Buxton,  M.P.  There  is  also 
a  very  pleasant  introduction  by  Mr.  Aflalo,  who,  if 
I  am  not  mistaken,  first  wrote  on  sport  in  the 
columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  I  can  strongly 
recommend  this  beautiful  work  to  all  who  take  a 
general  interest  in  sport,  as  most  anglers  do ;  at 
least,  I  know  very  few  anglers  who  arc  not,  or  have 
not  at  some  time  been,  keen  at  other  sports  as  well 
as  angling.  The  cover  design  is  very  striking ; 
evidently  it  was  first  modelled  in  clay  and  then 
photographed. 


Fish  foe  Wembley  Park  Waters. 

When  passing  Wembley  Park  in  the  train 
recently  I  wondered  if  there  was  any  fishing  in  the 
water  there.  Curiously  enough  I  received  this 
morning  (Oct.  28)  a  note  from  Mr.  Thomas  Ford, 
the  well-known  fish  breeder  of  Caistor,  Lincoln- 
shire, informing  me  that  he  had  recently  supplied 
to  the  order  of  the  Tower  Company,  Wembley 
Park,  two  hundred  young  carp  and  tench  (4in.  to 
7in.)  for  providing  future  sport  to  visitors.  I  should 
be  glad  to  hear  from  Mr.  G.  E.  Davies,  the  secretary 
of  the  company,  on  what  terms  fishing  is  allowed, 
and  if  any  sport  has  been  had  this  season. 


Fishing-Taokle  Catalogues  Wanted. 

My  friend.  Dr.  James  A.  Henshall,  author  of 
"  The  Book  of  the  Black  Bass,"  at  the  foot  of  a 
letter  sending  me  details  of  his  great  success  in 
grayling  culture,  says :  "I  would  like  you  to  get 
some  of  your  fishing-tackle  makers  to  mail  me 
their  catalogues  if  not  too  much  trouble."  They 
should  be  addressed  to  Dr.  James  A.  Henshall, 
United  States  Commission  of  Fish  and  Fisheries, 
Bozeman,  Montana,  U.S.A. 

B.  B.  Marston. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 


I  AM  glad  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  cheque 
for  one  guinea  for  life  membership  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  from  Mr.  T.  Adkins,  of  Grays, 
Bamt  Green,  Worcestershire.  I  hope  other  anglers 
will  help  a  deserving  society,  which  to  my  certain 
knowledge  does  great  good,  quietly  and  discreetly, 
in  relieving  the  distress  of  widows  and  orphans  of 
anglers.  R.  B.  Marston,  President  A.B.S. 


CLOSE  OF  THE  SALMON  ANGLING 
SEASON. 


With  the  exception  of  the  Tweed  and  some 
Solway  streams  the  salmon  angling  season  in 
Scotland  closed  yesterday  (Friday,  Oct.  31),  when 
on  some  eighty  odd  streams  the  last  cast  was  made, 
and  now  the  "  fishers  cease  from  troubling,  and  the 
'  fishies '  are  at  rest." 

It  was  the  excessive  wet  at  one  time,  the  cold  at 
another,  or  both  combined  on  most  days  of  the 
season,  which  has  to^be  summed  up  as  a  record 
breaker  for  constant  and  successive  fluctuations. 

The  quality  of  the  fish  has  been  superb,  and 
especially  the  weight  and  shape  of  the  grilse. 
Never  in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  fisherman  have 
grilse  been  got  so  plump,  well  shaped,  and  above 
normal  average  weights.  They  were  perfect  pictures 
all,  and  game  to  the  teeth.  Of  the  weights  of 
salmon  no  records  were  broken,  although  the  Tay 
yielded  one  of  46ilb.  and  several  over  40lb.,  the 
Don  one  of  41Jlb.,  Spey  one  of  391b.,  and  Dee 
several  about  351b.,  but  these  details  later  on  when 
individual  river  reports  may  be  to  hand  with  more 
time  and  accuracy. 

Sea-trout  have  seldom  been  more  plentiful,  if 
such  a  term  may  be  honestly  applied  to  this  fish, 
yearly  getting  thinner  and  thirmer  in  numbers. 
The  season,  however,  was  really  a  sea-trout  one 
on  the  east  coast,  but  not  in  the  far  north,  nor 
other  favourite  island  haunts,  where,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  was  not  only  a  fluctuator  but  a  record 
failure.  G.  M. 


Ltra  Piscatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  CoTSWOiD  ISYS,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Field  says  :  "Cotswokl  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'LjTa  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume."  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco  '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King-street,  Covent-garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  i».  64 
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BEE  AM. 


This  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  capture  of  the 
fish  bearing  the  scientific  name  of  Abramis  braiiia 
which  frequents  certain  sluggish  streams  in  great 
shoals,  and  is  much  angled  for  on  the  Norfolk 
Broads  in  the  late  autumn. 

The  sea-bream,  of  which  there  are  several  species, 
belong  to  the  family  of  Sjjaridce.  They  afford 
excellent  sport,  and,  unlike  their  fresh-water  name- 
sakes, they  are  extremely  succulent  when  fitly 
prepared  for  the  table.  In  their  habits  they  are 
frequenters  of  deep  water,  and  except  when  very 
immature  they  rarely  come  into  the  shallows,  or 
approach  the  shore,  and  as  winter  draws  on  they 
generally  retire  to  depths  beyond  convenient  reach 
of  hook  and  line,  so  that  during  the  colder  months 
they  are  not  much  en  evidence  either  in  the 
fisherman's  basket  or  on  the  fishmonger's  slab. 

In  the  first  warm  days  of  latter  spring  and  early 
summer  the  black  bream  begin  to  be  caught  with 
the  hook  upon  the  scattered  rock-shoals  and  reefs 
which  at  varying  distances,  but  always  within  a 
few  miles,  form  a  fringe  to  the  shores  of  Kent  and 
Sussex.  Many  of  these  reefs  come  within  ten  or 
twelve  fathoms  of  the  surface,  which  is  not  an 
inconvenient  depth  for  angling  with  rod  and  line, 
and  as  the  bream  are  pretty  hungry  for  a  change 
of  diet  on  their  advance  towards  the  shallows  a 
judiciously  impaled  mussel  will  often  secure  a  good 
specimen  at  that  season.  Gradually  as  the  summer 
wears  on  the  larger  fish  are  succeeded  in  their 
migration  by  shoals  of  smaller  ones  in  greater 
numbers,  and  these  by  smaller  still,  until  the  hot 
days  of  August  bring  with  them  dense  packs  of 
little  torments  but  a  few  inches  in  length,  with 
microscopic  mouths  and  gargantuan  appetites — 
worthless,  and  in  the  matter  of  bait  wasteful 
beyond  measure.  The  black  bream  is  of  silver  and 
grey,  with  ruddy  gleams  in  certain  lights,  and 
these  colours  shade  into  a  delicate  tinge  of  violet 
along  the  ridge  of  the  back.  The  eyes  are  lustrous 
and  extremely  large  in  proportion  to  the  size  of 
the  fish,  and  to  this  the  bream  owes  the  vulgar 
name  of  gros-yeux  which  is  generally  applied  to  it 
by  the  fishermen  on  the  French  side  of  the  Channel. 
The  little  ones  are  called  plons.  Those  readers 
whose  memory  carries  back  to  the  days  of  the 
Second  Empire  will  perhaps  remember  that  a 
certain  personage  whose  contour  was  somewhat 
bream-like  was  known  to  the  populace  by  the  nick- 
name "  Plon-plon." 

To  the  west  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  generally 
around  the  coasts,  the  more  common  species  is  the 
short-nosed  red  bream  {Sparus  centrodentus) ,  whose 
tints  are  white,  pink,  and  vermillion,  and  when 
caught  in  some  very  deep  and  rocky  places  a  vivid 
scarlet.  The  young  of  this  species  crowd  into  the 
Cornish  bays  and  estuaries  in  dense  shoals,  and  are 
so  voraciously  persistent  that  they  often  oblige  the 
pollack  fisher  to  heave  up  his  killick  and  shift  his 
ground,  for  attempts  to  capture  anything  larger 
become  absolutely  futile  when  "  they  chads  begin 
swarmin'  "  around.  The  moment  that  the  luscious 
pilchard  settles  down  among  them  a  succession  of 
sharp  nips  and  tugs  announces  that  the  mischie^•ous 
urchins  are  at  work,  and  no  pollack  or  coal-fish, 
however  savage  and  himgry,  is  allowed  to  have 
time  for  a  snap.  Their  voracity  seems  even  to 
endow  them  with  phenomenal  activity,  for  though 
by  no  means  rapid  swimmers  by  nature  they  have 
often  contrived  somehow  to  get  hold  of  my  bait 
when  whiffing  for  pollack  and  moving  at  a  fair  pace 
through  the  water.  The  name  "  chad  "  is  probably 
a  corruption  of  the  Spanish  word  chato — snub-nosed. 

The  great  eyes  of  the  bream  enable  it  to  see 
clearly  in  deep  water,  and  for  this  reason  it  is 
desirable,  if  not  absolutely  necessary,  to  use  fine 
tackle,  and  to  keep  the  baits  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  lead.  In  shallow  water — that  is 
to  say,  in  less  than  fifteen  fathoms — it  is  well  to 
use  a  three-yard  trace  at  least,  and  it  should  be  of 
strong  single  gut.  In  deep  water  a  twisted  trace 
may  be  mounted,  with  a  couple  of  feet  of  double 
gut  for  a  foot-link.  Even  the  professional  fisher- 
men, fond  as  they  are  of  stout  gear,  use  snoods  of 
as  fine  cord  as  possible,  with  usually  a  length  or 
two  of  gut,  for  this  kind  of  fishing;  but  as  an 
exception  it  may  be  mentioned  that  on  the  French 
coast,  near  Havre,  where  bream  abound,  and  are 
much  sought  for  as  bait  for  conger,  short  and 
rather  stout  snoods  are  used.  The  water,  however, 
is  not  very  clear  thereabouts,  as  there  is  a  great 
discharge  of  silt  from  the  mouth  of  the  Seine,  and  a 
considerable  wash  -  off  of  ch  alky  soil  from  the  soft  cliffs. 


Bream  roam  about  in  packs  or  small  shoals 
above  the  surface  of  flat  and  broken  reefs,  just  clear  j 
of  the  oarweed  which  grows  in  such  situations.  It 
follows  that  the  way  to  get  the  bait  into  the  swim  is 
to  lower  away  the  lead  rapidly  until  it  bumps  on  the 
rock,  and  then  wind  in  at  once  so  as  to  avoid  fouling, 
taking  up  about  two  fathoms  of  line — say,  eight  or  | 
ten  turns  of  a  six-inch  reel.  When  the  fish  begin 
to  bite,  more  line  can  be  reeled  up  as  the  bream 
will  follow  up  the  bait  some  distance  from  the 
bottom.  A  regards  bait  a  piece  of  mackerel  (cut 
thick),  a  whelk  tail,  a  bit  of  chad,  or  even  a  common 
or  garden  snail  are  all  good.  Pilchard  and  mussel 
are  taken  greedily,  but  being  soft  and  easily 
detached  from  the  hook  they  involve  a  deal  of 
re-baiting,  which  occasions  great  waste  of  time  if 
one  is  fishing  in  twenty-fathom  water.  On  shoal 
ground  this  does  not  so  much  matter.  It  may  be 
added  that  though  there  are  some  deep  water  reefs 
where  there  is  a  sufficiently  long  "  slack  water  "to 
make  it  worth  while  anchoring  for  the  fishing,  as 
a  rule  the  "  bream  grounds  "  lie  so  far  off  the  shore 
in  the  line  of  tidal  currents  that  the  only  possible 
method  of  keeping  the  bait  near  the  bottom  is  to  j 
let  the  boat  itself  drift  with  the  current.  The 
utility  of  a  wire  line  for  this  kind  of  fishing  is 
evident.    It  may  be  possible  to  anchor  the  boat 


A  FAMOUS  FISHERY. 


To  the  historian  and  antiquary,  as  well  as  to 
the  angler,  Hungerford  strongly  appeals,  for  it  has 
retained  its  curious  and  ancient  usages  longer  than 
any  other  town.  The  name  of  the  place  appears  to 
have  been  derived  from  the  word  "  Hingwar-ford," 
Hingwar  being  a  Danish  chieftain  who  was  drowned 
in  endeavouring  to  cross  a  ford  of  the  Kennet  there 
in  A.D.  870.  The  Hocktide,  or  high  festival,  a  time 
of  feasting  and  mirth  to  celebrate  the  destruction 
of  the  Danes  by  Ethelred,  still  obtains,  although 
the  piscator  cannot  witness  these  quaint  proceedings 
unless  he  is  in  the  district  in  the  spring,  the  festivi- 
ties taking  place  in  the  week  beginning  with  the 
second  Sunday  after  Easter. 

Hungerford  has  no  mayor,  aldermen,  and  coun- 
cillors like  its  big  neighbour  Newbury,  the  govern- 
ment being  vested  in  a  constable  and  feoffees.  The 
public  officials  bear  such  strange  sounding  names 
as  portreeve,  tithing  or  tutty  men  (tuttymcn  being 
so  called  from  the  fact  that  their  wands  of  office 
are  wreathed  with  tutties  or  posies),  keepers  of  the 
keys  of  the  common  coffer,  searchers  and  sellers  of 
leather,  hayward,  ale  tasters,  etc.  At  this  annual 
Hocktide,  to  which  the  commoners  are  summoned 
by  the  blowing  of  an  ancient  horp  from  the  Town 
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The  Kennet  from  Eddington  Beidge. 


Thompson. 


and  fish  tolerably  well  "  up  and  down "  with  a 
wire  line  and  a  six-ounce  lead  in  a  situation  where 
a  hemp  line  could  not  be  made  to  fetch  near  the 
bottom  even  with  a  sinker  weighing  a  pound  or  a 
pound  and  a  half,  and  even  if  such  weights  render 
fishing  possible  the  necessity  of  using  them  robs 
the  sport  of  more  than  half  its  charm.  A  limpet 
or  a  small  piece  of  squid  or  octopus  also  makes  a 
good  bait,  but  these  require  hammering  to  soften 
them  before  being  put  on  the  hook. 

Bream  seem  to  feed  on  the  softer  crustaceans, 
sea-anemones,  and  baby  cuttles,  possibly  to  some 
extent  on  the  nereid  worms,  but  not  much  on  the 
fry  of  other  fishes.  The  chads  appear  to  come  in 
shore  to  browse  among  the  "  chad-weed  "  or  sea- 
grass,  upon  the  immature  shell  fish,  and  other 
marine  fauna  which  adhere  to  the  long  fronds  ; 
and  the  red  mullet,  which  adopt  a  similar  dietary, 
consort  with  them,  so  that  a  few  of  these  "  wood- 
cock of  the  sea  "  are  often  taken  when  a  shoal  of 
chads  is  enclosed  in  a  tuck-seine.  Hamus. 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready 
price  2».  net,  or  post  free  for  2t.  2d.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"  Athenian"  of  the  Pithing  Oazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  Zt.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co. , 
St.  Duustan'a  House,  Fetter-Une,  London, 


Hall,  there  are  high  jinks  and  naturally  much 
feasting.  The  tuttymen  collect  from  each  house- 
holder and  journeyman  a  "  tutty  "  called  a  "  head 
penny,"  and  from  every  woman  a  kiss  ;  at  least 
the  kiss  used  to  be  demanded,  but  this  oscular 
demonstration  has  now  been  abandoned.  Amongst 
other  interesting  proceedings  there  is  a  grand 
banquet  given  by  the  constable,  who  sits  in  a 
beautiful  old  carved  ebony  chair  beneath  the  shade 
of  John  O'Gaunt's  horn,  which  is  suspended 
between  two  tutty  poles.  The  last  toast  of  the 
evening  is  to  the  memory  of  John  of  Gaunt,  and 
is  dnmk  in  solemn  silence  as  the  clock  strikes  the 
hour  of  midnight. 

John  O'Gaunt  (Duke  of  Lancaster)  is  much 
revered,  and  rightly  so,  by  the  Hungerford  folk, 
for  he  gave  to  them  the  right  of  fishing  in  the 
Kennet.  There  is  a  horn  in  the  possession  of  the 
town,  made  in  1634,  with  the  inscription,  "  John 
a  Gaun  did  give  and  grant  the  riall  of  fishing  to 
Hungeford  toune  from  Eldren  Stub  to  Irish  Stile 
except  some  severall  Mill  pounds."  Besides  this 
certain  pasturage  rights  have  been  handed  down  to 
the  inhabitants. 

There  is  no  space  here  to  refer  to  the  notable 
men  and  women  who  have  visited  Hungerford — 
Queen  Elizabeth  and  William  of  Orange  included 
— or  to  the  fighting  which  took  place  in  the  vicinity 
in  the  days  of  Cromwell  and  Charles  II.,  as  we  are 
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more  immediately  concerned  with  the  town  from  a  | 
piscatorial  standpoint. 

The  fishing  in  the  Kennet  has  always  been  good. 
Old  records  show  that  trout  were  eaten  at  the  Bear 
Inn,  which,  according  to  a  certain  John  Evelyn,  i 
"  were  catch'd  by  spear  in  the  night  when  they 
come  attracted  by  alight  set  in  the  stern  of  a  boat." 
No  such  unsportsmanlike  proceeding  is  allowed 
nowadays,  for  the  fishery  is  under  the  control  of 
a  body  of  gentlemen  who  have  formed  rules  which 
have  to  be  obeyed  by  those  who  cast  a  line  upon 
its  waters. 

The  outside  public  can  become  season  ticket 
holders,  and  after  June  30  permits  can  be  obtained 
for  a  day,  week,  or  month  on  terms  which  are  by 
no  means  exorbitant  considering  the  excellent  sport 
sometimes  obtained.  The  trout  season  commences 
on  May  1  and  ends  on  Sept.  30.  The  limit  of  size 
is  lib.  weight,  and  only  three  brace  a  day  are  to  be 
taken  away.  Of  Sunday  fishing  there  is  none,  and 
(except  in  the  case  of  the  commoners)  only  the 
artificial  fly  may  be  used.  Formerly  any  flies  were 
allowable,  but  now  Alexandras,  grilse  and  salmon 
flies,  are  very  properly  prohibited.  Although  the 
commoners  have  the  right  of  fishing  on  Mondays, 
Wednesdays,  and  Saturdays,  comparatively  few 
avail  themselves  of  this  privilege.    In  their  case 


would  be  both  grateful  and  pleased.  The  grayling 
have  increased  enormously,  and  it  has  been  more 
than  once  on  the  tajpis  to  net  them  out  of  parts  of 
the  river  and  destroy  them.  The  grayling  fisher 
will  utter  a  fervent  prayer  that  it  may  be  a  long 
day  ere  such  a  suggestion  becomes  a  fait  accompli. 
From  what  I  have  seen  of  the  capabilities  of  the 
water  there  would  appear  to  be  room  and  food  for 
both  in  plenty,  and  as  the  editor  of  the  Field  once 
said,  "  Surely  the  October  and  November  sport, 
especially  on  a  subscription  water,  should  counter 
balance  any  fanciful  presumption  as  to  injury  they 
cause  to  trout."  But  I  must  hurry  on.  For  half 
a-crown  a  daily  ticket  for  grayling  fishing  can  be 
purchased,  after  Sept.  30,  from  Mr,  Freeman,  who 
has  a  bazaar  in  the  High-street — and  here,  it  may 
be  added,  a  stock  of  killing  flies  is  kept — and  from 
Oct.  1  imtil  Dec,  31  sport  can  be  had  for  this 
moderate  fee.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  indicate 
the  best  rising  times.  All  through  the  present 
season  water  has  been  exceedingly  scarce,  and 
when  it  is  held  back  at  Hofland's  Mill,  just  above 
Eddington  Bridge,  the  stream  is  low  and  slack — 
as  a  result  the  fish  do  not  feed.  When  once  the 
water  is  freed  and  commences  to  rise  grayling  will 
take.  Casting  is  nowhere  difficult,  and  most  spots 
can  be  reached  either  from  one  bank  or  the  other 
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Twelve  Kennet  Geayling:  Weight,  15lb,  8oz, 
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there  is  no  restriction  as  to  flies.  They  can,  and 
as  a  matter  of  fact  generally  do,  employ  the  humble 
worm.  Happy  commoners  I  It  is,  however,  a  good 
thing  for  the  trout  that  these  bottom  fishers  are 
anything  but  adepts  at  "  worming,"  or  the  stock  of 
trout  would  be  considerably  depleted  in  the  course 
of  the  season. 

Besides  being  famous  for  its  "  troots  "  Hunger- 
ford  is  noted  for  grayling.  The  commoners  before 
mentioned  are  free  to  swim  the  worm  or  maggot 
for  St.  Ambrose's  "  flower  fish,"  but  the  ordinary 
piacator's  labours  must  be  confined  to  the  fly. 
Strange  to  relate,  the  commoners  are  most  apathetic 
in  connection  with  Thymallus.  They  will,  for  the 
most  part,  have  none  of  him.  If,  when  trouting, 
they  land  a  specimen  it  is  cast  away  like  an  old 
shoe,  and  yet  from  personal  experience  I  can  vouch 
for  the  fact  that  a  Hungerford  grayling  caught  in 
his  right  season,  and  cooked  and  eaten  as  quickly 
as  may  be  afterwards,  is  little  inferior  in  flavour  to 
the  best  Kermet  trout  that  swam,  and  this  is  saying 
a  deal.  There  are  plenty  of  big  fellows  about,  but 
though  I  have  killed  them  up  to  lib.  14oz,  in 
weight  with  the  fly,  and  have  seen  fish  far  heavier, 
I  have  never  been  able  to  get  hold  of  one  of  the 
two  or  three  pounders  which  are  in  the  water. 

I  should  have  said  before  that  there  is  no  limit 
as  to  the  number  of  grayling  which  may  be  killed, 
or  to  the  takeable  size.  If  one  could  make  a  bag 
of  twenty  or  thirty  brace  the  lessees  of  the  water 


without  recourse  being  had  to  wading.  The  fishery  is 
four  miles  in  extent,  and  besides  the  Kennet  there  is 
a  long  stretch  of  the  river  Dunn,  which  for  some 
distance  runs  parallel  with  its  big  brother.  In  that 
portion  of  the  Dunn,  however,  above  Hofland's 
Mill  there  are  no  grayling,  but  for  half-a-mile 
above  its  junction  with  the  Kennet,  by  Denford 
Mill,  fish  are  to  be  found  up  to  2Ib.  in  weight. 
Whether  to  fish  wet  or  dry  depends  upon  circum- 
stances. If  the  grayling  are  rising  of  course  one 
would  not  adopt  the  simk  style,  but  frequently  they 
will  take  well  under  water  when  they  are  not 
moving  to  surface  food.  I  have  found  the  best 
killing  flies  to  be  the  following  —  Red  Tag,  Gold 
and  Silver  Witch,  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Wickham, 
and  Green  Insect,  and  if  grayling  will  not  rise  to 
one  out  of  this  moderate  list  of  half-a-dozen  patterns 
the  prospects  of  inducing  them  to  take  anything 
else  are  most  remote.  H.  A.  Eolt. 


"LEAVE  TO  FISH." 


"  This  is  the  finest  pike  water  in  all  England, 
and  if  we  can't  get  leave  we  must  take  it." 
The  speaker  was  my  old  friend  "  Brae,"  the  place 
"  within  an  hour  of  London  town,"  and  the  time — 
well,  we  were  younger  then  so  that  must  be  our 
excuse.  We  stood  on  a  bridge  centuries  old,  its 
buttresses  of  rough  stone  peeping  grey  and  rugged 


through  the  summer  growth  of  moss  and  river 
plants,  on  either  side  of  us  the  straggling  village 
street,  thatch-roofed  and  oak-built  cottages  each 
with  its  flower-grown  garden  sloping  to  the  road, 
above  us  the  bluest  of  blue  skies,  and  below  us  a 
deep,  clear,  gently-flowing  stream.  Down  into  the 
depths  we  gazed  at — something — something  that  I 
insisted  to  be  a  beam,  but  that  my  companion 
declared  to  be  a  fish. 

"  But,"  I  objected,  "  the  pike  of  fame  and  fable 
would  be  insignificant  to  that  one.  Why,  I 
remember  your  telling  me  " 

"  Never  mind  what  you  remember,"  said  Brae, 
"  your  memory  is  rather  too  good,  as  I  have  had 
occasion  to  know." 

My  recollections  had  always  been  a  sore  subject 
with  him  so  I  returned  to  the  present.  "  But,"  I 
began  

"  Well,"  he  interrupted  sharply,  "  but  what  ?  ^  ]^ 
tell  you  we  are  now  looking  at  the  largest  pike  evet 
seen  or  heard  of." 

He  was  right,  for  even  as  we  spoke  the  "  beam  " 
started  into  sudden  lite  and  swam  slowly,  majestic- 
ally away  to  a  distant  reed-bed.  We  stared  at 
one  another  in  mutual  conviction  and  amazement. 
Five  minutes  must  have  passed  ere  we  broke  the 
silence — minutes  that  were  spent  in  day  dreams,  in 
wild  imaginings,  in  vague  possibilities  as  to  weights 
and  measures.  At  length  the  practical  Brae 
advanced  a  suggestion. 

"  I  propose,"  said  he,  "  that  we  step  into  that 
very  inviting  inn,  and  there,  while  indulging  Ln  the 
wines  of  the  country,  we  sound  the  landlord  as  to 
the  chance  of  our  getting  leave  to  fish." 

This  idea  seemed  acceptable  in  every  way,  so 
into  The  Chequers  we  went,  and  mine  host  having 
served  us  and  himself  with  some  best  home-brewed, 
we  were  soon  in  full  possession  of  the  facts  of  the  case. 

"Fish  in  that  river?  I  should  say  there  is; 
pike  bigger  nor  you  an'  me,  sir."  He  looked  at 
Brae,  who  nodded  agreement.  "  Ah,  and  plenty  of 
'em  too ;  why,  if  you'll  believe  me,  there's  a  old 
sailor,  wot's  bin  all  round  the  world,  come  here  to 
live,  and  first  time  I  showed  him  one  o'  them  fish, 
up  by  the  bridge  it  were,  maybe  you  noticed  it  ?  " 
"  Yes,"  we  assured  him,  "  we  had." 
"  '  Shiver  my  main-brace,'  he  says,  or  fome  such- 
like sea  talk,  '  that  ain't  no  pike,  that  there's  a 
allergator.'  Well,  gentlemen,  I've  argied  about  it 
times  and  enough,  but  tain't  no  use  ;  old  Bill  he's 
that  scared  he  won't  go  near  the  river  after  night- 
fall, and  what  with  his  tales  of  them  rampagin' 
beasts  in  f urrin  parts  there's  a  many  like  him  now, 
but  its  a  pike  right  enough  all  the  same." 

"  But  how  is  it  none  of  these  fish  are  ever 
caught  ?  "  said  I. 

For  answer  the  landlord  took  a  long  pull  at  his 
home-brewed,  and  putting  down  the  empty  mug 
stared  at  it  in  deep  thought.  Acting  upon  this 
hint  we  followed  his  example,  ordered  a  fresh 
supply  and  settled  down  for  a  story. 

"How  is  it?"  said  he.  "Well,  'tis  this  way; 
ten  years  ago  old  Mr.  Brinsco  came  here  to  live, 
a  hermit  they  do  say  he  was,  leastways  he  kept  no 
company  and  didn't  come  outside  his  groimds  not 
once  a  year,  always  a  studying  and  a  reading  books. 
Don't  seem  natural  somehow,  do  it,  sir?  " 

The  landlord  seemed  distressed  at  the  idea,  and 
sought  comfort  in  the  brown  mug  before  con- 
tinuing. "  'Tis  said  he'd  had  some  romantic  love 
aifair." 

Brae  pricked  up  his  ears,  the  rascal,  bat  I  steered 
oin:  host  back  to  the  pike  again. 

"  Ah,  well,"  he  said,  "  if  it's  the  fish  your  most 
interested  in,  I  can  promise  you  that  he  kept  four 
keepers  and  no  one's  ever  dared  to  venture  inside 
the  park  for  all  the  time  he's  lived  there." 

"  Well,  it  seems  strange  they  don't  get  away 
down  stream,"  said  Brae. 

"  They  can't,  sir,  there's  the  mill,  and  up  stream 
there's  a  waterfall,  so  they've  just  had  to  stop 
where  they  are  and  laugh  and  grow  fat  and  turn 
into  allergators." 

At  the  memory  of  this  fearsome  animal  he  again 
emptied  his  mug  and  then  lapsed  into  silent 
amusement  at  Old  Bill  and  his  credulous  following. 
Anxious  to  hear  more  I  broke  into  the  merry 
roundelay  "  Landlord,  fill  the  flowing  bowl,"  and 
being,  as  I  intended,  taken  literally,  poured  him 
out  a  fresh  "  stoup  o'  liquor,"  and  plied  him  with 
further  questions. 

"  And  this  hermit,"  said  I,  "  won't  he  give  leave 
to  anyone  ?  " 

'  He  ain't  there  now,  sir,  he's  sold  the  place 
and  gone  abroad." 
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"  Oho,"  said  Brae  cheerfully,  "  then  there's  a 
chance  for  us.    Who  is  the  new  owner  ?  " 

"Well,  sir,  they  be  mortal  rich  folk,  Popplewell 
the  name  is  ;  you  may  have  heard  it." 

"  Not  Popple  well's  Patent  Pain  Persuader, 
surely  ?  " 

"  That's  it,  sir,  the  very  same." 

"  Splendid,"  said  Brae,  "  we'll  go  to  the  house 
at  once  and  ask  permission." 

"  Not  so  fast,  sir,  not  so  fast.  Two  gents  staying 
here  was  refused  last  week.  You  write  for  leave 
first  and  let  'em  see  you  afterwards,  that's  my 
advice." 

This  hardly  seemed  complimentary,  but  seeing 
what  had  happened  to  the  other  "  two  gents  "  we 
thanked  him  politely  and  decided  to  do  as  he 
suggested.  Our  homeward  journey  was  occupied 
with  one  topic,  "  how  to  approach  I'opplewell  ?  " 
At  last  after  much  talk  I  hit  upon  a  lucky  idea. 
I'  I  have  it,"  said  I  suddenly. 

"  Have  what  ?  "  said  Ijrac. 

"  Leave  to  fish,"  I  answered,  and  hastened  to 
explain  how  it  was  to  be  done.  "  Mr.  Popplewell 
will  probably  be  susceptible  to  a  title,  so  we  must 
perpetrate  a  pious  fraud  and  invent  one." 

"  All  right,"  said  the  ever-ready  Brae,  "  anything 
that  will  get  us  leave  to  fish — but  what  title  ?  " 

This  kept  us  quiet  again  for  some  time,  then 
"Why  not  use  your  old  nickname,  Ikaconnier  (a 
poacher) ;  why  not  be  a  foreign  nobleman,  Le 
Comte  de  Braoonnier?"  Ls  Comte  was  pleased 
and  flattered  with  the  idea,  and  between  us  we 
t  ivo  wrote  such  a  letter  that  refusal  was  impossible, 
and  to  our  great  joy  "  leave  to  fish"  arrived  by 
return  of  post.  Le  Comte  then  "  gave  himself 
the  honour  to  thank  Monsieur  Popplewell  and  to 
assure  him  of  his  (le  Comte's)  continued  regard 
and  esteem,"  and  much  more  of  a  like  nature.  So 
far  then  we  prospered,  but  as  to  what  happened 
oa  the  day  itself — well,  it  is  impossible  to  be  angry 
with  such  a  pleasant  fellow  as  Brae,  so  I  contented 
myself  with  pointing  out  that  his  conduct  had 
hardly  been  lliat  of  a  foreign  nobleman.  All  this, 
however,  by  the  way.  We  were  to  fish  in  a  week's 
time,  and  used  that  period  in  putting  our  gear  in 
order  and  purchasing  tackle  of  every  sort  and  kind, 
new  lines  of  great  strength  and  length,  spinners  of 
weird  shape  and  form,  spoon  baits  that  might  have 
lured  the  monster  tarpon,  live  roach  and  dace  so 
large  that  a  hungry  man  might  have  dined  com- 
fortably off  two  of  them,  and,  lastly,  a  basket  to 
carry  away  the  specimens  of  about  the  same  size 
and  strength  as  that  into  which  the  Merry  Wives 
of  Windsor  popped  that  doughty  knight  Sir  John 
Falstaff. 

At  last  the  day  arrived,  and  in  no  little  excite- 
ment we  travelled  down ;  to  our  thinking  Fame 
stared  us  in  the  face.  A  brief  visit  to  The  Chequers, 
where  the  host  soon  became  as  excited  as  ourselves 
— a  state  of  mind  which  led,  I  fear,  to  much 
quaffing  of  old  ale — firstly,  in  the  send-off  to  us, 
and,  secondly,  in  a  heated  argument  with  Old  Bill 
as  to  the  nature  of  our  quarry.  With  a  cheer  from 
both  we  set  out,  and  a  few  minutes  more  saw  us 
safely  within  the  park  gates.  Here  we  were  met  by 
the  lodge-keeper  and  his  family  with  "  nods  and 
becks  and  wreathed  smiles "  (tor  the  fame  of 
Monsieur  Le  Comte  had  evidently  preceded  us), 
a  pleasant  word  or  two,  a  tip — or  "  pour-boire  "  as 
Brae  now  called  it — much  laughter  from  the  chubby 
cheeked,  bright-eyed  children  as  they  scrambled 
for  a  handful  of  sweets,  some  directions  as  to  a 
short  cut  and  a  bull  to  be  avoided,  and  we  were  off 
again.  Oar  way  lay  across  the  undulating  park 
land,  sweet  with  the  scents  of  myriad  flowers,  and 
now  only  a  little  distance  before  us,  glinting  through 
a  belt  of  trees,  lay  the  river — the  river  where  the 
"  allergators  "  and  who  knows  what  beside  were 
waiting  to  be  captured.  Alas  1  for  the  vanity  of 
earthly  hopes,  alas  for  the  day  of  days  that  was 
to  be,  ere  one  "  short  hour  had  sped  " — Brae,  with  a 
keeper  in  full  pursuit,  was  flying  as  for  dear  life 
aiross  country,  and  I  was  being  politely  but  firmly 
shown  out.  We  did,  however,  do  a  little  fishing 
before  the  worst  happened.  I  had  fitted  up  with 
snap-tackle,  and  baiting  with  an  eight-inch  dace 
cast  gently  into  an  eddy  that  looked  deep  and 
promising.  I'^or  some  minutes  the  bait  was  motion- 
less, then  suddenly  it  raced  away  two  yards  or  more, 
and  then  under  it  went.  I  struck  hard,  and  almost 
on  the  instant  fifty  yards  of  line  were  torn  off  the 
reel.  There  was  no  question  of  play  at  present. 
An  attempt  to  check  the  fish  resulted  in  a  series  of 
severe  raps  on  my  finger  from  the  winch  handles 
—  rapa  that  were  unnoticed  in  the  excitement,  but 


extremely  tender  afterwards.  The  line  by  now  was 
well-nigh  all  run  out,  and  the  fish  was  heading 
down-stream  at  break-neck  speed.  The  only  thing 
was  to  follow,  so  I  ran — ran  as  I  have  never  done 
before  or  since — jumping  little  ditches,  wading 
big  ones,  plodding  across  marshland,  scrambling 
through  hawthorn  bushes  and  brambles,  on,  on 
until  a  hundred  yards  or  more  from  the  starting 
point  there  faced  me  an  impenetrable  thickset 
hedge.  It  was  a  moment  for  action,  quick  decisive 
action — either  I  must  turn  the  fish  or  something 
must  go.  Up  went  the  rod — it  creaked  and  bent 
under  the  strain,  a  momentary  pause,  and  then — 
well.  Brae,  who  was  following  with  the  net,  quietly 
withdrew,  "because,"  as  he  said  afterwards,  "  he  felt 
I  wanted  to  be  alone,"  and  also  "  because  I  might 
say  things  it  would  be  better  for  him  not  to  hear." 
So  I  sat  quietly  down  "  dazed  like,"  conscious  of 
only  two  things — one,  that  I  had  lost  a  heavier  fish 
than  even  my  dreams  allowed  of,  and  the  other 
that  I  presented  a  most  woe-begone  and  rueful 
appearance.  From  this  lethargy  1  was  roused  by 
shouts  of  "  net."  Back  I  ran  through  the  ditches 
and  brambles,  hastened  by  further  shouts  from 
Brae,  who  had  quite  forgotten  his  French  character, 
and  was  calling  in  his  best  English,  emphasising  his 
want  with  adjectives  that  were  anything  but  foreign. 
I  was  up  to  him  in  a  minute,  and  wading  out  a 
yard  or  so,  for  the  river  ran  shallow  at  the  edges, 
I  had  the — what  sort  of  net  did  you  call  it.  Brae  ? 
I  forget — anyhow,  I  had  it  under  the  fish,  and  a  good 
IGlb.  pike  was  ours.  The  time-honoured  custom 
of  wetting  the  first  fish  was  then  indulged  in,  and 
Brae's  flask  revealed  that  for  a  foreigner  he  was  a 
very  good  judge  of  "  usquebagh." 

During  this  short  interval  the  worthy  Popplewell 
arrived,  and  all  the  Frenchman  came  out  in  my 
friend.  Having  made  myself  known,  I  proaeeded 
to  introduce  the  Count. 

"This,"  said  I,  "is  my  friend,  Le  Comte  do 
Braconnier."    Popplewell  extended  his  hand. 

"  I  am  very  proud  to  meet  you,"  said  he. 

Brae  bowed  gracefully. 

"  Eet  ees  an  honaire  to  take  ze  'and  of  ze 
great  Pain  Pares wadaire,"  said  he.  "  I  say  to  you 
'  Comme  ca  et  tres  bien,'  I  'ave  already  took  a 
jacque,  and  ven  I  once  more  am  'ome  at  my  chateau 
in  La  Belle  France,"  the  rascal  tapped  his  chest 
and  kissed  his  hand  to  the  imaginary  castle,  "  I 
shall  drink  to  ze  'ealth  of  Meestare  Popplewell  ze 
Pareswadaire  of  Pain." 

All  this  produced  a  great  effect,  and  we  felt  sure 
of  obtaining  leave  for  unlimited  fishing,  and  doubt- 
less but  for  an  unfortunate  circumstance  we  should 
have  done  so.  Happening  to  see  a  run  on  my  jack 
float  I  hurried  off,  leaving  the  Count  busy  with  an 
eloquent  description  of  his  ancient  chateau — which, 
as  he  had  never  been  on  French  soil,  was  an  excellent 
piece  of  make-believe.  The  fish  was  on,  but  being 
small  was  speedily  unhooked  and  returned,  and 
having  rebaited  I  hastened  to  join  the  others, 
feeling  confident  that  by  this  time  the  Count  had 
made  Popplewell  our  friend  for  life.  Alas  !  I  had  not 
reckoned  on  the  unexpected.  Looking  to  the  spot 
where  I  had  left  them  a  most  painful  sight  met  my 
gaze.  Brae  was  speeding  across  the  park  towards 
the  boundary  fence,  and  behind  him,  hampered 
fortunately  by  "  too,  too  solid  flesh,"  a  gentleman 
in  velveteens,  who,  in  the  occasional  intervals  of 
taking  breath,  shook  his  stick  violently  at  the 
retreating  Count  and  shouted  remarks  which  were 
fortunately  rendered  indistinct  by  rage  and  distance. 

Many  years'  knowledge  of  Brae  told  me  that  in 
some  way  or  another  he  was  in  trouble  for  poaching. 
What  he  had  done  I  could  not  tell  at  the  moment, 
but  the  thing  now  was  to  cover  his  retreat  and 
reassure  Popplewell. 

"  Your  keeper  is  frightening  my  friend,"  I  began. 

"  Will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  "    I  was  interrupted 

by  the  now  furious  gentleman. 

"  Your  friend  and  you  are  -" 

What  he  said  I  do  not  exactly  remember,  but 
the  substance  of  his  remarks  was  similar  to  that 
famous  conversation  between  Mr.  Pickwick  and 
Mr.  Winkle  on  the  occasion  of  the  skating  party. 

"  You're  a  humbug,  sir." 

"A  what?  "  said  Mr.  Winkle,  starting. 

"  A  humbug,  sir.  I  will  speak  plainer  if  you 
wish  it.    An  imposter,  sir." 

Continuing  to  copy  Mr.  Pickwick,  Popplewell 
turned  angrily  on  his  heel  and  walked  away,  and  I, 
like  Lord  Ullin,  was  "  left  lamenting."  There  was 
nothing  to  be  done  but  to  gather  up  Brae's  tackle 
and  my  own,  and  to  make  my  exit  in  as  dignified 
»  manner  as  possible,  passing  on  the  way  the  no^y 


returning  keeper,  who,  I  am  glad  to  say,  was  still 
too  breathless  to  be  comprehensible. 

Arriving  back  at  The  Chequers  I  found  that 
unabashed  rascal,  the  (late)  Comte  de  Bracon- 
nier, resting  in  the  bar-parlour,  where  also  were 
seated  Old  Bill  and  mine  host  still  disputing  over 
the  "  allergator  "  question,  and  still  seeking  inspira- 
tion in  that  famous  home-brewed — a  beverage  and 
an  argument  in  which,  I  may  say,  we  were  invited 
to  join,  and  over  which,  by  Brae  taking  Old  Bill's 
side  and  I  the  landlord's,  we  all  made  very  merry 
indeed,  and  in  some  measure  forgot  the  bitterness 
of  our  disappointment.  What  Brae  really  did  I 
have  never  found  out  to  this  day,  but  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  supposing  it  to  be  something  connected 
with  young  game  birds,  and  he  admits  with  true 
sorrow  that  but  for  that  unfortunate  incident  we 
might  have  both  had  stuffed  "  allergators  "  on  our 
study  walls.  Robert  Stanley. 


THE  CAEP:  HIS  HABITS,  HAUNTS, 
AND  HOW  TO  CATCH  HIM. 
By  Oto  Overbeck,  F.C.S.,  F.G.S. 

Distribution. 

The  ordinary  carp,  or  Cyprinus  carpio,  is  the 
fish  to  which  I  shall  refer  in  these  notes,  since  it 
is  the  species  meant  when  speaking  of  carp  in 
literature  generally,  although,  as  will  be  seen  later 
on,  others  have  been  successfully  introduced, 
acclimatised,  and  flourish  in  our  climate,  but  are 
not  of  old  enough  standing  to  be  able  to  refer  to 
their  ultimate  growth  in  the  British  Isles.  The 
common  carp  is  said  to  have  been  rare  in  England 
before  Mascal  reintroduced  them  in  1.589,  which 
accounts  partly  for  their  being  so  treasured  at  that 
tune.  It  is  found  throughout  Europe  generally,  but 
very  differently  rated  as  an  article  of  food,  due,  no 
doubt,  largely  to  the  state  of  the  water  and  the 
quality  of  food  upon  which  it  has  fed,  as  has  been 
so  distinctly  proved  in  the  case  of  tench. 

Curious  Anatomical  Features. 

Carp  being  one  of  the  leather-mouthed  fishes, 
when  once  hooked  seldom  breaks  off,  except  through 
bad  tackle  or  management,  and  has  its  large  molar- 
like teeth  in  its  throat,  pointing  to  the  necessity 
for  its  thoroughly  grinding  or  crushing  its  food. 
Over  this  latter  much  ink  has  been  spilt  and  no 
lucid  conclusion  yet  arrived  at.  Upon  opening  the 
stomachs  of  large  carp  I  have  failed  to  find  any- 
thing tangible  upon  which  to  base  a  correct 
estimate  (for  perfidious  purposes)  of  the  nature  of 
its  food.  A  brownish-black  slime  seems  to  describe 
best  all  one  finds.  Upon  microscopic  research  for 
cell  structure  rests  our  only  hope  ol  a  definite 
reply  to  this  question,  by  one  well  skilled  in  water- 
animal  structure,  such  as  leeches,  larvse  of  dragon 
flies,  gnats,  etc. 

An  exceedingly  curious  structure  will  be  noticed 
both  in  the  formation  of  the  dorsal  and  anal  fins 
of  a  very  ambiguous  nature.  It  consists  of  a 
double  row  of  large  hooked  serrations  down  either 
side  of  the  first  ray.  What  purpose  they  serve  I 
have  never  seen  stated,  but  what  they  practically 
perform  is  indubitable.  If  the  wily  carp  gets  half  a 
chance  of  getting  your  gut  over  it,  you  can  feel  the 
sawing  action  upon  the  line  with  a  large  fish,  and 
unless  quickly  disentangled  you  may  shortly  expect 
to  receive  part  of  your  gut  trace  back,  minus  both 
hook  and  fish. 

The  two  pairs  of  barbels  hanging  down  on  either 
side  of  the  mouth,  and  of  unequal  size,  also  have 
their  uses,  and  although  not  common  to  all  really 
bottom  swimming  fish,  arc  present  also  in  the 
barbel,  from  which  the  latter  takes  its  name. 

The  swimming  bladder  is  double  the  usual  size, 
divided  into  several  chambers  by  a  neck,  enabling 
probably  the  fish  to  breathe  from  its  store  of  air  for 
some  time  below  the  mud  without  the  use  of  its 
gills. 

The  upper  lip  is  also  very  extensible,  almost  like 
a  proboscis,  and  can  be  extended  in  a  sucking  form 
over  the  bottom  (and  your  bait  now  and  then  let  us 
hope  too,  for  the  fish's  sake  at  least,  since  it  is 
sure  to  be  good,  and  probably  he  will  be  none  the 
worse,  as  by  its  means  he  sucks  so  gently  as  not 
to  disturb  the  line,  and  the  bait  does  not  get  rolled 
at  all,  so  there  is  little  or  no  pull  upon  the  tackle). 

Have  you  ever  noticed  the  soft  yet  firm  gelatinous 
edge  to  the  gill  opening,  and  considered  how 
different  in  structure  from  other  fish,  enabling  him 
to  grovel  deep  underneath  soft  mud  and  yet  keep 
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his  gills  clean,  that  he  may  be  able  to  limit  con- 
eiderably  the  necessity  to  breathe  is  also  possible, 
as  he  does  (or  has  to  do)  when  I  have  caught  and 
brought  him  back  tied  to  the  handle  bars  of  my 
bicycle  for  a  ten  miles'  ride  covered  merely  by  a 
couple  of  wet  handkerchiefs  (as  I  have  so  often 
cause  to  remember  from  certain  caustic  remarks  of 
a  humiliating  nature  subsequently  dropped  by  my 
housekeeper  upon  receiving  the  slimy,  dirty  linen 
back). 

The  development  of  the  brain  in  the  carp  is  far 
in  excess  of  any  other  fish,  which  their  intelligence 
when  tame  fully  exemplifies,  and  accounts  for 
their  i^-iliness. 

I  have  come  to  the  definite  conclusion  that  no 
carp  is  dead  or  absolutely  defunct  unless  the  rigor 
mortis,  or  stiffness,  has  set  in,  since  apparently 
dead  carp  have  been  often  revived  by  me  hours 
afterwards  (pro\'ided  they  were  limp)  by  brushing 
their  gills  patiently  with  brandy  with  a  soft  feather. 
Its  resuscitating  power  is  truly  extraordinary,  and 
the  first  roll  of  the  large  duU  eye,  accompanied  by 
the  hea^-y,  appreciative  wag  of  his  tail,  has  never 
failed  to  give  me  great  pleasure,  a  few  drops  having 
previously  had  their  stomachic  effect,  which  must 
also  not  be  forgotten  ;  a  little  care  being  required 
to  be  sure  that  he  gets  it  safely  stowed  within. 

The  sight  of  an  obliging  housekeeper  and  ardent 
bachelor-angler,  both  in  large  aprons,  holding  two 
huge  carp-babies  in  their  arms  over  a  bath,  and 
dosing  them  patiently  for  perhaps  half-an-hour, 
alternating  the  treatment  with  that  of  a  strong  (full 
tap  on)  stream  of  well-splashed  (cold !)  water,  I  give 
as  a  subject  for  a  painter  in  search  of  an  original 
idea. 

Historic  Caep. 

Such  as  those  at  Fontainebleau,  still  as  lively  as 
ever  and  grey  with  age ;  their  present  weight  it 
would  be  worth  while  ascertaining  from  the 
keepers.  They  date  from  the  time  of  Louis  XIV. 
of  France — say,  1580*— and  some  may  therefore  be 
(that  is,  the  oldest)  perhaps  three  hundred  years  of 
age.  They  have  become  from  constant  feeding  by 
visitors  absolutely  tame ;  as  are  also  those  in  the 
ornamental  pond  at  Matlock  Bath,  which  swim 
briskly  up  to  the  penny-in-the-slot  machine  which 
rings  a  bell  upon  withdrawing  each  little  box  of  (?) 
"  high  "  food.  That  machine  failed  to  work  once, 
I  believe,  and  an  ardent  angler  got  more  than  one 
box  for  a  penny  (confidence  is  sacred,  and  I  should 
not  therefore  like  to  state  how  many  boxes  the 
carp  got  for  that  penny,  or,  more  simply,  how 
many  were  left). 

In  1782  a  carp  was  mentioned  as  existing  at 
Emanuel  College,  Cambridge,  in  the  basin,  where 
it  had  been  alive  for  thirty-six  years  ;  it  was  blind, 
and  tame  enough  to  approach  its  keeper  to  be  fed. 

At  the  seat  of  the  Prince  of  Conde,  at  Chantilly, 
were  numerous  huge  carp  silvered  over  with  age, 
and  regularly  fed  by  hand,  which  were  wantonly 
destroyed  during  the  Revolution.  These  would 
allow  themselves  to  be  freely  handled,  as  would 
also  a  101b.  4oz.  fish  I  caught  once  and  kept  in  a 
tank  (supplied  with  water)  about  8ft.  by  4tt.  by 
Sft.,  and  in  which  it  would  rise  at  once  upon  my 
peeping  over  and  take  a  boiled  potato  from  my 
hand,  feeding  regularly  and  freely  upon  these  in 
my  presence.  Unfortunately,  one  summer's  day 
it  tried  its  old  recreation  of  leaping,  and  fell  "  over- 
board on  to  dry  land,"  and  was  found  at  the 
bottom  of  the  rockery  hopelessly  hurt,  after  having 
been  kept  for  some  ten  or  twelve  weeks. 

The  monks  of  the  middle  ages  esteemed  and 
cultivated  carp  for  their  fast  days ;  hence  it  is  that 
those  ponds  which  can  truly  be  associated  and  are 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  old  monasteries  so  often 
boast  of  huge  carp,  such  being  the  case  in  the  pond 
referred  to  in  this  article. 

The  size  to  which  carp  can  attain  is  also  a 
matter  of  doubt,  the  Danube  and  Lake  I^ucian,  in 
Italy,  boasting  of  patriarchs  of  .501b.  in  weight. 
The  largest  ever  taken  in  England  came  from  this 
large  Lincolnshire  pond,  and  was  said  to  have 
turned  the  scale  at  2'Ah.  The  largest  Pennant 
mentions  is  201b. ;  one  just  topping  this  I  have 
seen  weighed  from  the  same  locality  myself  in 
presence  of  witnesses. 

Mr.  Ladbroke,  of  Gatton,  took  a  brace  weighing 
•Jolb.,  and  in  17ij;j,  at  Stourhead,  one  was  obtained 
•JO  inches  long  and  22  broad,  and  181b.  in  weight. 

*  I  have  seen  and  tasted  the  famous  Fontainebleau 
carp,  and  do  not  think  much  of  them  as  a  dainty.  I 
fear  none  of  them  are  older  than  1870,  when  the 
German  soldiers  cleared  the  pon^s.— R.  B.  M. 


My  largest  landed  one  is  17lb.  8oz. ;  more  of  this 
anon.  The  above  dimensions  scarcely  accord  with 
any  I  have,  as  the  following  will  show  of  my  last 
catch  (Sept.  1902). 

Weight,    Length.    Girth.     Depth.  Thickness. 

171b.  8oz.    29'in.     21iin.      Sin.  6in. 

141b.  5oz.    28in.       18iin.      7iin.  5iin. 

101b.  4oz.    25Sin.     le^in.      6iin.  5in. 

Let  me  pass  on  therefore  to  pond  versus  river 
carp.  Pond  carp  are  sufficiently  wily  without  the 
necessity  for  any  advance  upon  this,  but  if  possible 
river  carp  are  even  more  so — so  much  so  as  to  be 
rarely,  if  ever,  caught.  Being  of  an  intensely 
retiring  disposition,  constant  traffic  and  strange 
sounds  and  movements  have  engendered  a  habit  of 
retirement  to  the  deepest,  shadiest,  and  most  hidden 
retreats,  and  hence  often  out  of  reach  of  shore, 
boats  being  absolutely  out  of  the  question  in  fishing 
for  carp. 

The  Thames,  Trent,  and  other  rivers,  especially 
the  Wey,  no  doubt  contain  many  and  large  fish, 
but  only  small  ones  are  even  then  but  rarely 
caught. 

Carp  love  warm  ponds  or  water  generally,  with 
plenty  of  deep  muddy  nooks  to  sink  into  when  the 
winter  comes.  Large  carp  means  much  food,  and 
the  latter  means  plenty  of  weeds,  roots,  and  mud, 
which  clearly  sums  up  its  requirements.    A  clear 


Photograph  of  the  Hook  and  a  Bit  of  the 
Reed  Line  used  by  Me.  Oveebeck  in 
Pishing  For  his  17lb.  Boz.  Carp. 

trout  pond  with  a  constant  supply  of  "  cold  "  water 
is  absolutely  unsuitable  for  carp,  which  therefore 
are  not  to  be  found  in  Scotland. 

The  carp  pond  teems  with  fish,  of  which, 
through  a  little  opening  in  the  weeds,  I  have 
counted  two  hundred  within  the  space  of  half-an- 
hour,  the  smallest  perhaps  81b.  to  such  a  size,  as 
compared  with  my  172-pounder  in  the  water  when 
played,  the  latter  would  appear  to  be  but  a  very 
medium  fish.  Come  on  a  cold  day.  scarcely  one 
will  be  visible,  and  in  winter  not  a  single  fish  will 
be  seen,  going  a  long  way  to  prove  conclusively  that 
they  hibernate  below  (covered  up  by)  the  mud.  In 
fact,  when  testing  the  thickness  of  the  mud  by 
crossing  the  pond  in  my  long  waders  with  the 
keeper  in  the  punt,  I  have  several  times  stepped 
upon  one  fully  a  foot  below  the  surface  of  the  mud, 
and  the  sudden  shivering  squirm  and  "let  down  " 
has  not  been  at  all  pleasant.  When  frightened 
they  never  swim  oif,  but  dive  instantly  into  the 
mud,  which  goes  to  corroborate  the  use  of  the  soft 
gill  cover  edges.  When  the  warm  days  of  April 
come  they  appear  again,  and  during  the  summer 
months  spawn  upon  hot  days  at  indeterminate 
times.  (I  caught  one  of  12jlb.  full  of  spawn  in 
October  once.)  At  such  periods  their  huge  bodies 
may  be  seen  in  masses  at  the  rushy  margins,  half 
in  and  half  out  of  the  water,  like  so  many  pigs 
wallowing.  They  are  very  fond  of  jumping,  whether 
after  flies  or  not  I  cannot  say  ;  they  can  often  be 


seen  to  suck  them  in  however,  swimming  so  super- 
ficially that  their  back  fin  is  quite  uncovered  and 
moves  along  like  a  black  sail.  This  jumping  is  a 
very  athletic  action,  since  they  often  rise  some  foot 
or  so  clear  of  the  water,  falling  back  with  a  huge 
splash  and  showing  all  their  orange  belly  and  gold 
and  black  large  scales,  and  rich  red  brown  to  black 
fins  and  tail.  Generally  speaking,  when  jumping 
they  are  not  feeding. 

Of  the  methods  of  fishing,  I  would  point  out  that 
the  quality  of  the  rod  reiiuired  will  depend  upon 
the  angler,  and  matters  little,  since  a  novice  is 
hardly  likely  to  inveigle  a  large  specimen  of  this 
water-fox.  My  17i-poundGr  was  caught  on  an 
eight-ounce  fly  rod  with  No.  12  roach  hook ;  still 
I  would  point  out  the  obvious  advantage  of  a  long 
lift  to  counteract  his  burrowing  tendencies ;  for 
allow  him  once  to  [bury  and  spread  himself  out 
below  the  mud  and  all  hope  of  seeing  him  again, 
much  less  landing  him,  is  over. 

The  line,  and  not  less  than  one  hundred  yards 
(but  according  to  the  size  and  the  necessities  of  the 
pond,  of  course),  should  be  of  light  green,  fine  and 
strong,  waterproof  silk ;  be  it  i  remembered  that 
the  strength  of  a  line  need  never  be  more  than  the 
trace,  where  a  break  will  occur  it  anywhere.  I 
ha^'e  once,  upon  playing  a  presumptive  25 -pounder, 
had  to  bite  off  my  line  from  the  reel  and  attach  a 
second  reel  with  one  hundred  yards,  whilst  the  fish 
was  on  the  end,  as  I  saw  that  if  I  ran  short  I 
should  lose  both  fish,  line  (an  expensive  commodity 
when  good),  and — let  let  us  only  say  possibly — my 
temper.  The  line  near  the  trace  need  only  be  of 
this  green  colour,  as  they  sometimes  have  a  way  of 
swimming  towards  a  strange  sight,  and  a  green 
thread  may  be  taken  for  a  weed,  especially  if  halt 
buried  in  mud;  farther  off  anything  will  do, 
merely  have  ample  room  for  it  it  it  swells  (as  it 
should  not  if  properly  oiled). 

The  reel  should  have  a  large  barrel  for  rapid 
winding,  since  carp  often  run  away  and  then 
double  back  at  a  great  rate  straight  towards  the 
angler  to  get  at  the  rushes  or  bank,  when  one 
splash  and  all  is  over,  except  perhaps  for  a  faint 
(or  not)  sound  issuing  from  near  the  rod,  the  sense 
of  which  is  generally  much  about  the  same, 
although  the  quality  varies. 

The  trace  must  be  of  a  dull  water  colour  of  a 
brownish  green,  and  may  never  hang  or  be  cast  in 
dry  loops  of  a  brilliant  nature,  especially  when  the 
sun  shines,  which  no  self  -  respecting  carp  will 
approach.  Note,  therefore,  that  it  be  soaked 
overnight,  and  the  knots  well  tried,  and  then 
stretched  a  little  by  a  plummet  from  the  top  of 
the  rod  when  getting  the  tackle  ready.  Its  strength 
must  be  excellent,  since  it  must  not  be  either 
"drawn"  or  coarse.  In  staining,  imitate  the 
bottom  where  you  intend  to  fish.  I  have  even 
gone  so  far  as  to  collect  some  of  the  bottom,  dry 
it,  varnish  my  trace,  and  roll  it  in  the  dry  powder, 
hook-shanks  and  all,  and  fished  thus,  but  it  falls 
off  too  soon. 

End  the  trace  with  a  flat,  irregular  piece  of  lead, 
and  at  intervals  of,  say,  one  foot  attach  two  of  the 
very  smallest  triangles  to  about  a  foot  of  similar 
gut.  Where  the  gut  trace  and  hook  gut  meet 
pinch  a  shot  on  either  side  of  the  knot  and  one  on 
the  hook  gut,  and  we  shall  find  ourselves  ready  to 
bait,  remembering  that  no  form  of  float  is  possible, 
since  large  carp  at  once  perceive  a  rising  line. 
Upon  the  end  lead  (placed  there  to  be  able  to  cast 
far  out)  put  a  large  lump  of  ordinary  bread-paste, 
flattened  so  as  to  lie  on  the  mud  and  not  be  buried 
in  it ;  also  over  the  three  shots  place  one  large 
lump  of  common  paste  to  hide  the  union  of  the 
guts,  flattened  also.     It  acts  as  (1)  ground-bait ; 

(2)  an  attractive  object  to  raise  their  curiosity  ; 

(3)  gives  them,  from  its  harmlessness,  confidence  ; 

(4)  and  last,  but  not  least,  leads  them  into  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  far  more  attractive  pieces  of 
sweet  paste  on  the  hooks. 

The  sweet  paste  on  the  hooks  may  be  made  of 
stale  bread-crumb  made  into  a  paste  with  dry 
powdered  loaf  sugar  and  honey  well  kneaded  with 
perfectly  clean  hands,  and  not  so  tenacious  as  to 
hinder  hooking  or  soft  as  to  soon  soak  ofl".  It  is 
semi-transparent  when  well  made,  and  when  the 
hooks  are  baited  must  be  dipped  in  pure  honey  to 
avoid  "human  contamination,"  but  make  them  of 
a  more  fishy  nature  still. 

(To  he  continued.) 
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INTELLIGENCE  OF  WILD  THINGS. 

By  Heemit. 


Intbkcommunication  of  Birds  and  Bird 
Intelligence. 

On  Sunday,  May  30,  1897,  while  the  church  bells 
were  calling  saint  and  sinner  to  worship  in  the 
city  of  Gloucester,  and  a  catbird's  blithe  music, 
supplemented  by  the  silvery  bells  of  a  veery,  was 
calling  me  to  worship  in  my  cabin  dooryard,  I 
turned  to  the  path  that  leads  to  Magnolia  Swamp. 

Two  years  before,  on  the  west  side  of  the  swamp, 
I  had  discovered  a  woodpecker's  sap  orchard.  For 
two  seasons  I  had  carefully  noted  the  work  of  the 
woodpeckers  in  their  curious  method  of  tapping 
trees,  and  I  desired  now  to  add  to  my  knowledge 
by  a  few  hours  of  observation. 

It  was  a  glorious  morning,  bright  with  sunshine, 
tempered  by  a  crisp  air.  It  was  one  of  the  few 
sunshiny  days  rescued  from  a  cold  rainy  spring 
month.  The  trees  were  forward,  and  for  the  most 
part  covered  with  full  grown  leaves.  The  white 
oaks  were  late  as  usual,  their  leaves  were  tiny,  and 
at  a  distance  looked  to  be  a  silvery  grey  in  the 
sunshine.  The  hillsides  west  of  Magnolia  Swamp 
were  lighted  up  by  this  immature  grey  foliage, 
while  here  and  there  the  dark  green  of  the  pines 
afforded  a  pleasing  contrast. 

I  found  the  sap  orchard  deserted.  The  trees — 
red  maples  and  canoe  birches — were  dead  or  dying. 
The  sap-suckers  and  their  self-invited  guests,  the 
humming-birds,  had  drained  the  life-blood  of  their 
helpless  victims.  All  of  the  maples  were  still 
standing,  but  many  of  the  grey  birches  had  been 
broken  off  by  the  wind  just  below  the  belt  of 
punctures. 

While  I  was  searching  for  another  sap  orchard  I 
saw  a  barred  owl,  with  something  in  his  bill,  fly  to 
a  grove  of  small  hemlocks.  I  followed  on  my 
hands  and  knees,  and  found  his  owlship  on  a  low 
limb.  Evidently  this  was  his  breakfast  hour.  The 
thing  in  his  bill  proved  to  be  a  leopard  frog.  He 
was  preparing  to  swallow  the  frog  by  crushing  the 
bones  of  the  legs  and  joints.  He  did  not  see  me, 
or  if  he  did  he  ignored  my  presence,  and  continued 
leisurely  to  prepare  and  swallow  his  breakfast. 
Afterward  he  spent  several  minutes  preening  his 
feathers  before  settling  down  for  a  Sunday  nap.  A 
pair  of  saucy  chickadees,  scouring  the  woods  for 
a  Sunday  breakfast,  discovered  the  owl  and  gave 
the  alarm.  Inside  of  two  minutes  I  counted 
thirty-six  birds,  all  called  together  by  the  cries 
of  the  chickadees.  These  birds  included  cuckoos, 
warblers,  bluejays,  thrushes,  vireos,  fly-catchers, 
and  buntings.  How  they  did  jeer  and  abuse  the 
owl,  but  all  were  careful  to  keep  at  a  safe  distance. 
The  bluejays  seemed  to  be  filled  with  fury,  and  if 
birds  can  swear  doubtless  that  owl  listened  to  some 
very  emphatic  language. 

For  twenty  minutes  that  patch  of  young  hemlocks 
contained  noise  and  life  enough  to  stock  a  first-class 
aviary.  The  owl  seemed  bored,  but  was  apparently 
fearless. 

Thirty-two  minutes  after  the  first  alarm  all  the 
birds  had  disappeared  except  two  red-eyed  vireos. 
The  vireos  continued  to  scold  vigorously.  The  owl 
had  intruded  on  their  nesting  ground.  Not  twenty 
feet  away  a  vireo's  nest  swung  lightly  from  the 
horizontal  limb  of  a  red  beech.  It  seemed  to  me 
that  the  owl  suspected  the  presence  of  the  nest, 
for  he  thrust  out  his  head  and  swang  it  from  side 
to  side  as  if  searching  for  something.  After  a  while 
he  discovered  the  nest,  and  flew  to  the  beech  limb. 
When  he  had  commenced  to  approach  the  nest  by 
short  hitches  along  the  limb  the  vireos  changed 
their  scolding  to  cries  of  alarm.  Immediately  all 
the  birds  returned.  Again  the  owl  was  told  that 
he  was  a  robber  and  a  great  rascal  by  every  bird  in 
the  grove.  As  he  continued  to  approach  the  nest 
I  thought  it  time  to  interfere.  "  Hold  there  I  " 
I  shouted,  and  the  effect  on  the  owl  was  instanta- 
neous. He  stopped  short,  crouched  on  the  limb, 
then  twisted  his  impish  face  directly  into  the  back  of 
his  neck,  and  glared  at  me  with  a  frightened  look 
in  his  wide-open  eyes.  After  a  brief  inspection  he 
tumbled  forward  off  the  limb,  caught  himself  on 
his  wings,  and  floated  as  noiseless  as  a  feather  into 
the  dark  shadows  of  Magnolia  Swamp.  I  examined 
the  vireo's  nest  and  found  it  empty — in  fact,  it  was 
not  yet  completed. 

It  was  evident  from  what  took  place  that  birds 
of  different  species  can  communicate  with  each 
other. 

First,  the  chickadees  call  other  birds  to  the  spot 


by  cries  that  certainly  are  understood  to  mean 
danger. 

Afterward,  the  vireos  did  the  same  thing.  While 
the  latter  were  scolding  the  owl  other  birds  paid 
no  attention,  but  responded  at  once  to  their  cries 
for  help. 

After  the  owl  had  disappeared  the  birds  scattered 
as  before.  The  bluejays  and  two  thrushes  stopped 
back  to  interview  me  and  find  out  if  my  intentions 
were  friendly. 

When  all  the  birds  had  disappeared  except  the 
vireos  I  went  in  search  of  a  new  sap  orchard.  I 
soon  found  a  clump  of  red  maples  containing  two 
trees  that  had  been  tapped  by  woodpeckers.  The 
belt  of  punctures  on  both  trees  was  nearly  a  foot 
in  width,  but  the  woodpeckers  did  not  show  up 
during  my  three  hours'  tarry. 

This  woodpecker,  the  yellow-bellied  {Sjyhyropicus 
varius),  does  not  nest  on  the  Cape,  so  had  doubtless 
departed  in  migration,  but  three  humming-birds 
were  fighting  for  the  sap  buckets,  and  a  red  squirrel 
settled  matters  by  driving  the  hummers  from  one 
tree  to  another. 

The  red  squirrel  was  a  new  feature  in  a  wood- 
pecker's sap  orchard.  He  did  not  cling  to  one  spot 
as  squirrels  do  when  tapping  for  themselves,  but 
instead  moved  rapidly  around  the  tree,  thrusting 
his  tongue  into  the  drills  for  the  sweet  sap.  I 
suppose  the  squirrel  owned  the  territory  where  the 
maple  trees  grew,  and  was  more  than  willing  that 
the  woodpeckers  should  tap  the  trees  for  his  benefit. 

The  drills  made  by  the  woodpecker  extended 
through  the  outside  bark  and  into  the  cambium 
layer.  From  my  observation  with  a  good  glass 
during  several  seasons  I  found  that  the  woodpeckers 
were  after  the  elaborated  sap  that  descends  from 
the  leaves  through  the  inner  bark,  and  did  not 
extend  the  drills  into  the  wood  where  they  would 
reach  the  crude  sap  flowing  up  from  the  roots. 
The  wisdom  of  this  procedure  was  evident.  The 
elaborated  sap  is  far  richer  in  nutriment  than  the 
crude  sap,  and  the  woodpeckers  knew  more  about 
the  growth  of  trees  than  many  human  beings,  so 
worked  understandingly. 

Each  drill  is  made  deep  enough  to  hold  about 
two  drops  of  sap.  The  upper  drills  are  the  only 
ones  to  afford  sap,  which  proves  that  it  is  certainly 
the  elaborated  sap  flowing  down  from  the  leaves  that 
the  birds  get. 

I  had  read  in  works  on  ornithology  that  the 
woodpeckers  tapped  trees  so  that  the  sap  would 
attract  insects  upon  which  they  could  feed.  Also 
that  the  birds  were  after  the  soft  bark  or  cambium 
layer  for  food. 

While  the  woodpeckers  do  catch  a  fly  now  and 
then  it  is  evident,  even  to  a  careless  observer,  that 
it  is  the  sap  that  is  sought.  I  have  seen  them  eat 
small  pieces  of  the  cambium  layer,  but  I  think  they 
did  so  because  the  soft  bark  was  soaked  with  sweet 
sap. 

The  three  humming-birds  made  that  little  sunny 
glade  in  the  forest  as  lively  as  a  Mexican  fandango. 
The  two  males  were  jealous  of  each  other,  and  both 
birds  seemed  desperately  in  love  with  the  demure 
maid.  She  attended  strictly  to  business  by  drinking 
from  the  sap  buckets  left  unguarded  by  the  red 
squirrel.  The  male  hummers  spent  most  of  the 
time  dancing  in  the  air.  They  took  turns  in  madly 
pursuing  each  other ;  the  pursued  never  turned 
tail,  but  flew  backward  with  a  swiftness  that  was 
marvellous.  The  buzzing  of  their  wings  and  their 
shrill  cries  furnished  the  music  for  the  wild  dance. 

The  humming-birds  drink  from  the  drills  while 
poised  in  the  air,  but  often  alight  and  cling  to  the 
bark  while  drinking,  the  wings  closed  and  silent. 

Flies  and  hornets  were  in  evidence,  crawling  on 
the  bark  of  the  maples  or  flying  around  the  drills. 
A  hornet  stung  the  squirrel  on  the  ear.  When  I 
left  the  latter  was  shaking  his  head  and  telling  the 
hornets  what  he  thought  of  them. 

When  I  returned  to  the  cabin  I  found  a  pair  of 
catbirds  in  trouble.  They  nested  in  a  dense  mass 
of  shrubbery  about  eighty  feet  from  the  door  yard. 
The  male  catbird  met  me  some  distance  from  the 
nest,  and  by  his  excited  cries  I  knew  that  some  bird 
enemy  was  near  at  hand.  When  I  came  in  sight 
of  the  nest  I  discovered  the  trouble.  A  black 
snake  was  making  his  way  through  the  bushes 
towards  the  nest,  and  the  mother  bird  was  waging 
a  fierce  but  fruitless  battle. 

I  killed  the  snake,  which  was  over  five  feet  in 
length.  The  nest  contained  four  eggs.  For  the 
time  being  they  were  safe. 

In  due  time  the  nest  contained  four  baby  catbirds. 
One  moonlight  ni^ht  about  ten  o'clock  there  was; a. 


great  outcry  from  the  old  catbirds.  I  had  gone  to 
bed  in  my  hammock  in  the  open  air  with  but  a 
roof  over  me  to  keep  off  the  rain,  so  I  could  hear 
the  birds  and  knew  that  they  were  fighting  to  save 
their  little  ones.  Before  I  could  go  to  the  rescue 
one  of  the  catbirds  flew  to  the  bushes  within  three 
feet  of  my  head,  and  frantically  called  to  me  for 
help.  When  I  came  in  sight  of  the  nest  I  saw  a 
snake  drop  to  the  ground.  One  of  the  young  cat- 
birds was  missing.  A  hurried  search  beneath  the 
bushes  in  the  dim  light  was  unsuccessful.  The 
snake  had  silently  and  swiftly  disappeared  with 
his  victim. 

The  old  catbirds  were  pets  of  mine  of  several 
years'  standing,  and  the  tragic  fate  of  the  baby 
bird  caused  me  to  try  to  save  the  other  three.  I 
removed  the  nest,  and  placed  it  in  a  covered  box 
in  the  cabin.  The  catbirds  followed  me  to  the  cabin 
door,  but  made  no  protest.  The  next  morning 
before  sunrise  the  birds  awoke  me  by  their  cries. 
While  I  was  dressing  they  spent  the  time  flying  to 
and  fro  from  cabin  to  .hammock,  calling  to  me  to 
hurry  up  and  bring  out  their  babies.  Both  birds 
had  insects  in  their  bills.  I  did  not  take  the  nest 
to  the  old  spot,  but  instead  placed  it  in  a  clump  of 
bushes  near  the  cabin.  When  I  had  secured  the 
nest  the  old  birds  gave  the  three  babies  their 
breakfast.  This  programme  was  followed  day  after 
day  until  the  young  birds  were  old  enough  to  fly. 

About  two  hundred  visitors  one  Sunday  inspected 
the  nest,  and  the  old  birds  did  not  make  a  protest 
or  show  fear.  They  knew  that  I  would  protect  their 
little  ones.  A  clear  case  of  bird  intelligence.— 
Forest  and  Stream. 


ON  THE  TWEED  BY  NIGHT. 


The  westering  sun  hung  low  over  the  eastern 
shoulder  of  the  triple  Eildons  as  we  turned  our 
footsteps  down  the  river  path ;  and  when  we 
reached  the  banks  of  the  Tweed  it  had  disappeared 
wholly  from  view  behind  the  purple  outline  of  the 
heather-clad  moorland.  Already,  in  the  adjacent 
pool,  a  few  early-feeding  fish  were  rising ;  and  here 
and  there,  where  they  broke  the  glassy  surface,  the 
ripples  widened  before  our  eager  gaze.  The  chimes 
of  eight  o'clock  had,  now  some  time  ago,  died 
away  on  the  air  from  the  neighbouring  belfry,  and 
it  behoved  us — the  youth  and  myself — if  we  would 
benefit  by  the  first,  generally  the  most  prolific,  rise 
of  the  evening,  to  lose  no  time. 

Some  distance  up  the  stream  had  we  yet  to  go 
before  we  should  reach  the  spot  whereat  we  pur- 
posed to  commence  our  mutual  operations ;  and 
mentally  noting  the  nature  and  variety  of  the  few 
flies  as  yet  in  evidence,  we,  with  all  convenient 
speed,  pursued  our  upward  way,  highly  pleased 
with  the  weather,  state  of  the  river,  and,  broadly 
speaking,  with  all  conditions,  which  so  far  appeared 
wholly  in  our  favour. 

When  the  latter  part  of  May  has  run  its  course, 
when  summer  drought  and  consequently  shrunken 
waters  are  the  order  of  the  day,  there  is  but  scanty 
use  in  endeavouring  to  entice  the  wary  Tweed  trout 
from  his  element  during  the  hours  of  daylight ;  at 
such  time  "  all  occasions  "  conspire  to  frustrate  the 
angler's  efforts,  and  to  show  up,  with  an  all  too 
sufficient  degree  of  prominence,  the  pitiful  in- 
adequacy and  artificial  character  of  his  lure.  At 
such  time  the  most  unschooled  of  trout  may  not  be 
deceived  by  its  travesty  of  nature.  Perforce,  then, 
must  he  who  plies  his  craft  on  our  well-loved  queen 
of  rivers,  accommodate  himself  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  time,  and  converting  his  night  into  day  he  may, 
should  he  have  some  average  skill,  and  fortune 
favour  him,  still  derive  a  very  tolerable  quality  of 
sport  by  his  art  during  the  short,  darkling  hours 
of  the  tranquil  northern  night.  In  mere  numbers 
his  captures  may  not  appear  imposing;  but  gener- 
ally, though  trout  be  few,  they  will  run  large,  and 
what  they  lack  from  the  numerical  standpoint  they 
will  more  than  atone  for  in  size.  For  in  the 
gloaming  and  the  mirk  it  is  that  the  huge  patri- 
archal denizens  of  the  pools  forsake  the  deeps  and, 
"  wammling  "  in  the  shallows,  gorge  themselves  on 
the  clouds  of  moths,  which  then  fly  so  thickly  as 
to  seem  like  driving  showers  of  falling  blossom 
petals,  stripped  from  the  orchard  trees  when  "rude 
winds  denude  the  deck'd  out  thorn  of  May."  But 
to  the  work  in  hand  I 

The  youth  intends  to  work  his  way  downwards 
from  the  Boat  pool,  while  my  own  plan  of  cam- 
paign directs  me  some  few  hundred  yards  further 
upstream.   He  has  a  partiality  for  hackle  flies— 
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BURBERRYS 


WARM  WITHOUT  WEIGHT.    PROOF  WITHOUT  HEAT. 

It  is  impossible  to  spealc  too  liighly  of  ttie 
advantages  of  ttie  SLIP-ON,  its  weatlier- proof 
qualities  are  incontestable.  It  will  iceep  out 
drencliing  and  continuous  rain  wittiout  adding 
ttie  sligtitest  unnatural  heat. 

May  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest  weather 
with  equal  comfort.  Formed  to  obviate  the 
possibility  of  any  tie  or  drag,  the  fitting  is 
equally  good  with  or  without  undercoat. 

"  A  year  or  two  ago  you  supplied  me  with  a  Slip-on 
G-abardine,  the  most  perfect  and  most  waterproof 
shooting  and  fishinfr  coat  I  have  had." — 

B.  W.  GOTHAM,  Springfield,  Prescot. 

"  I  have  been  well  satisfied  with  the  coat,  and  have 
worn  it  in  jungle  through  tlie  heaviest  downpours  (and 
r  can  tell  you  it  does  rain  here)  without  getting  wet 
underneath  either  by  rain  or  perspiration." — 
C.  F.  S.  BAKER, 

17/12/01  Man  Kulam,  Ceylon. 

"  The  day  turned  out  the  wettest  it  has  been  my  lot  to 
be  out  on.    I  remained  quite  dry." 

R.  H.  BENSON,  Walton,  Wakefield. 


BURBERRYS, 


30&31,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON; 
AND  BASINGSTOKE. 


THE  "KINGFISHER'  SILK  LINE. 


The  Field. — " . .  .  The  dressing  is  a  feature  of 
the  Une.  It  appears  to  be  one  of  the  best  we  have 
ever  seen,  penetrating  right  into  the  centre,  and, 
while  being  soft  and  having  a  smooth  surface, 
has  something  of  that  steeliness  or  springiness 
which  is  desirable  in  a  salmon  line." 


Fishing  Gazette.—" .  .  .  As  far  as  I  can  judge 
without  actually  using  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  Mr.  Malloch's  five  years  of  experiments  have 
produced  a  most  perfect  line,  and  the  fact  that 
he  himself  is  satisfied  with  it — in  fact  'delighted' 
with  it — is  as  good  a  testimonial  as  any  line  could 
have.  His  reputation  as  one  of  the  best  salmon 
fishermen  of  this  or  any  day  is  unassailable." 


P.D.MALLOCH,perth; 


Manufacturer  of 
every  description  of 

FISHING  TACKLE 
suitable  for  all 
parts  of  the  World 
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will,  in  point  of  fact,  use  no  other  at  any  time,  and 
smiles  somewhat  patronisingly  at  my  cast  of  care- 
fully tied  grey  and  brown  moths.  I  represent  to 
him  that  it  is  merely  a  matter  of  taste,  and  urge 
the  folly  of  reposing  all  one's  hopes  on  the  same 
throw ;  but  with  an  incredulous  grin,  rendered 
doubly  exasperating  by  its  air  of  easy  tolerance, 
he  demands  whether  I  refer  to  the  trout's  taste  or 
my  own.  Deigning  not  to  reply  to  the  incorrigible 
young  sinner's  ribaldry,  I  leave  him  to  his 
degenerate  ways,  though  I  cannot  refrain  from 
delivering  a  few  words  anent  the  "proof  of  the 
pudding,"  etc.,  as  I  go. 

The  Hench  at  last !  and  here  I  am  to  begin. 
Even  now  the  trout  are  rising  eagerly,  and  I  am 
evidently  none  too  soon.  Plop  I  from  the  centre  of 
the  pool  goes  a  fine  fish  ;  casting  carefully,  I  essay 
the  throw.  No  result,  however,  and  for  fully  five 
minutes  I  am  left  severely  alone  by  the  trout.  At 
last  one,  more  venturesome  than  his  fellows, 
samples  my  near  dropper,  and  landed,  proving  an 
insignificant  juvenile  of  about  three  ounces,  he  is 
tenderly  detached  and  restored  to  the  stream,  with 
the  injunction  to  live,  grow,  and  come  again.  At 
the  next  cast  a  break  in  the  water  testifies  to 
the  presence  of  a  rising  fish ;  but  I  have  felt  no 
resultant  strain  on  the  line,  and  the  possibilities 
are,  therefore,  that  he  is  unscathed.  A  delicately 
presented  fly  entices  him  to  rise  again,  and  this 
time  there  is  no  mistake ;  he  is  properly  hooked, 
and  evidently  of  a  fair  size.  A  few  spirited  but 
bootless  rushes  ho  makes,  and  then  offers  no 
further  demur  ;  inserting  the  net  under  him,  I  lift 
my  first  kill — a  passable  fellow  of  half-a-pound— 
from  the  water,  administer  the  blow  of  mercy,  and 
gratefully  creel  him. 

The  twilight  is  by  this  time  fast  deepening,  and 
the  trout  are  feeding  with  a  will.  On  all  sides  the 
surface  of  the  pool  is  broken  by  the  rising  fish,  and 
it  resembles  nothing  so  much  in  its  broad  appear- 
ance as  a  huge  cauldron  of  boiling  porridge.  Fine, 
lusty  fellows  are  here,  too — none  of  your  paltry 
hand-long  parrs  that  would  have  been  one's  sole 
reward  during  the  daytime  ;  few  of  these  will  fall 
below  the  half-pound  mark  and  many  will  exceed 
a  couple  of  pounds.  Worthy  foemen,  they,  for  the 
angler's  steel !  H.  C.  S.  M. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning, 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.-  Gh^eeai,  Remabks.— The  river  is  still 
clear,  but  fair  takes  of  roach  have  been  had  in  the 
Kingston  district.  On  MoEday  (Oct.  27),  however, 
sport  was  spoilt  by  the  north-easterly  wind.  On 
Oct.  28,  with  a  wa'mer  temperature  and  no  wind, 
there  was  a  decided  improvement.  Mr.  Arthur  Hart, 
out  with  Knight,  had  a  go.d  bag  of  loach  up  tj  lib! 
each,  and  there  wtre  otber  instances  where  aDg'ers 
had  fish  between  thrte  o'clock  and  dusk.  Through 
the  instrumentality  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Emms,  of  the 
K.P.S.,  there  may  be  a  netting  of  the  gravel  pit 
on  Kingston  Hill,  which  holds  a  large  quantity  of 
roach,  dace,  and  chub.  The  fi^h  retted  would 
be  turned  into  the  Kingston  reach  of  the  Toames, 
but  considerable  difficulty  will  be  experienced  in 
the  netting  owing  to  the  great  depth  of  the  water, 
and  to  the  fact  that  there  is  some  iron  work  on  the 
bottom.  News  from  the  upper  reaches  is  scarce  owing 
to  the  bright  water.  Thfra  is  a  rumour  of  a  31b. 
roach  being  caught  at  Hampton,  but  I  have  not  been 
able  to  verify  the  report.  Buttery,  the  Thames  Ditton 
fisherman,  informs  me  that  a  pike  of  171b.  has  been 
caught  there.  The  fish  was  seen  by  several  anglers  in 
the  weeds  Iclow  the  island,  and  was  considered  to  be 
a  141b.  fish  at  lesst.  Chub  fishing  has  bean  bad  owing 
to  the  lack  of  stream. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Henley).    Sport  has  improved  during  the 

past  fortnight  and  recent  rains  have  done  the  river 
some  good,  but  a  lot  more  is  still  needed  to  clear  the 
fait  decaying  weeds  and  leaves  away ;  a  good  stream 
is  running  with  the  water  on  the  clear  side  again. 
The  jack  are  beginning  to  move,  and  fith  up  to 
HIb.  10 jz  have  been  caught.  Mr.  Clegg  has  taktn 
three  jack  during  an  afternoon's  fishing,  each  weighing 
over  31b  ,  while  another  local  angler  has  taken  four 
fish  weighing  121b.  ;  several  other  email  fish  have 
been  caught.  Now  and  again  the  roach  have  been 
found  in  a  feeding  humour,  and  patrons  of  (i.  Arlett 
and  J.  James  and  others  have  had  some  very  fair  bags. 
Some  of  the  bank  anglers  on  Oct  SO  had  a  few  good 
class  roach ;    here    and    there  a  brace  or  so  of 


perch  have  come  to  the  net,  but  these  fi-sh 
are  not  yet  together  in  any  number.  Taken 
altogether  prospects  of  sport  are  more  promising 
than  they  were  a  week  ago.  Mr.  W.  Russell  turned 
into  the  Henley  reach  on  Oct.  22  one  hundred  and 
eight  carp,  this  being  a  further  gift  from  Prank  Crisp, 
Esq.,  of  Friar  Park.  Several  cases  of  p  rsons  taking 
undersized  fish  have  been  reported  to  me  of  late,  and 
while  the  Thames  Presetvatioa  Association  appoint 
only  the  local  professional  fishermen  as  river  keepers 
this  kind  of  thing  will  go  on  unchecked. — Stanley 

MSAD. 

Thames  (Richmond). — Manseli  on  an  average  be- 
tween Feven  and  eight  dozen  per  day.  Hayter,  out  with 
Mr.  Bray  and  friend  one  day,  six  dozen  roach  and  dace. 
A  private  punt  three  dozen  roach.  A  bank  angler 
three  barbel  and  some  roich  and  dace,  one  barbel 
returned.  The  competition  on  Oct.  26  was  so  far  a 
great  success,  though  the  takes  of  fish  from  the  bank 
were  not  large. — Gaynor  &  Son. 

Aucholme  District. — Water  is  now  in  splendid 
colour  and  pike  fishing  has  improved  of  late. 
Baskets  of  five  to  ten  fish  have  been  taken  about 
Brandy  Wath,  Hibaldstow,  and  Castlethorpe.  The 
mild  weather,  too,  has  been  quite  fivourable  for 
bream  and  roach  fishing.  The  best  biits  for  pike 
have  been  the  spoon  and  dace,  and  for  other  fish 
gentles.  Conditions  for  the  coming  week  are  good. — 
Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Bottishain  Looks  (Waterbeach).— The  water  is 
in  the  best  condition,  especially  for  roaoh  fishing ;  we 
are  now  (time  of  writing)  having  weather  more  like 
spring.  Good  takes  are  the  general  order,  with  fish  in 
splendid  condition  and  fighting  strong  ;  catches  vary 
from  81b.  upwards.  Plenty  of  pike  are  being  bad  on 
the  river  by  Upware ;  my  visit  to-day  (Wednesday) 
proved  good  takes  of  roach. — John  O.  George,  Beohe- 
road,  Cambridge. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District).  —  This 
river  is  in  good  volume,  but  rather  clear  for  the  time 
of  year,  in  spite  of  the  constant  falls  of  rain  recently 
experienced ;  but  it  is  very  seldom  the  Bure  is  really 
thick,  unlike  the  sister  river  Yare.  The  weather  is 
exceedingly  unsettled,  very  mild  and  showery,  with 
strongish  breezes  from  the  south-west.  All  yachting 
traflio  has  now  practically  ceased,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  trading  wherries  and  occasional  anglers' 
boats  the  district  is  given  over  to  its  winter  loneliness. 
It  is  too  mild  for  really  good  pike  fishing  yet,  and 
live-bait  are  scarcely  so  hard,  bright,  and  enduring 
at  present  as  we  like  to  see  them.  Still,  some  nice 
fish  continue  to  be  killed  on  Mr.  Ellis's  portion  of 
the  Broad,  up  to  51b.  or  so,  also  some  fish  have  bean 
killed  on  the  southern  portion.  I  hear  that  on  the 
upper  waters  at  Buxton  Lamas  some  fair  pike  up  to 
71b.  have  been  killed,  a  decent  weight  for  that  part  of 
the  river.  I  intend  sampling  that  section  presently 
for  roach,  with  a  view  to  reporting  thereon.  November 
to  February  is  the  prime  time  of  year  for  reaching  in 
that  district,  but  I  could  not  recommend  visit  )rs  from 
a  distance  to  visit  it  specially  for  pike  fishing ;  but 
the  roach  fishing  used  to  be  magnificent  at  times,  and 
is  even  now  frequently  capital,  the  fish  being  of 
beautiful  quality  and  great  fighters.  Fine  and  far  off 
with  bread  or  flour  paste  is  the  way  to  get  them. 
Several  comfortable  inns  at  Coltishall,  Buxton  Lamas, 
or  Aylsham  caa  be  used  by  anglers.  Although  not 
absolutely  free  fishing,  respectable  anglers  fishing 
from  the  bank  are  not  as  a  rule  interfered  with, 
except  where  notices  to  the  public  to  refrain  frcm 
fishing  are  posted.  Prospects  at  present  only 
moderate.— C.  H.  Taylor 

Bures  (Stour,  Suffolk). — The  water  is  still  very 
clear,  but  fish  are  getting  in  a  better  biting  humour. 
On  Oct.  26  jack  were  biting  freely  and  several  fish 
were  taken,  none  that  I  heard  of  going  over  41b.  Mr. 
F.  Creswell  and  friend  had  between  them  eight  bream 
going  221b.,  several  going  well  over  3lb.  Several 
anglers  have  been  out  during  the  week,  the  best 
catches  being  that  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Page  and  Mr.  G. 
Johns,  who  have  had  between  them  several  bream  up 
to  3^1b.  and  roach  up  to  l|lb.  each.  Mr.  W.  C.  Page 
also  landed  successfully  a  jack  of  4Ib.  on  a  light  line. 
As  the  weather  gets  colder  some  good  angling  will 
follow. — W.  T.  Bainbridgb. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).  -  The  figures  recently 
published  as  to  the  fish  caught  in  the  river  this  season 
is  interesting.  It  would  appear  that  158  salmon  had 
been  caught  by  rod  and  line,  weighing  18051b.,  against 
90  and  8441b.  the  previous  twelve  months,  and  115 
and  11951b.  in  1900.  In  private  waters,  553  firh, 
wtighing  about  60001b.,  were  netted,  against  402  in 
1901,  and  463  the  previous  year.  In  public  waters, 
fourteen  boats  obtained  1175  fish  of  an  estimattd 
weight  of  II, 7501b  ,  against  1500  in  1901.  The  total 
caught  for  the  season  was  1866  fish,  and  the  ettimated 
weight  was  19,5551b  ,  in  addition  to  450  truff  There  are 
at  the  present  time  a  great  number  of  peal  and  truff  in 
the  Wcbbern,  especially  on  the  West  Wtbbern,  and  also 
in  the  part  above  and  below  Newbridge.  Tne  spawn- 
ing season  has  commenced,  there  being  a  larg<;  number 
of  fi^h  on  the  spawning  beds  on  the  upper  waters  of 
the  Dart.  An  extra  water  bailiff  has  been  put  on  by 
the  D{krt  Bjard  of  Conservators  according  to  the 


usual  custom.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  given 
above  that  the  number  of  salmon  caught  bjth  by  rod 
and  line  and  by  the  nets  is  a  considerable  increase  on 
the  previous  season. — Devonian. 

Derweut  (Malton,  Yorks). — The  river  is  now  low 
and  clear  again,  and  in  fair  order  for  pike  fishing,  but 
the  water  is  unfortunately  full  of  dead  leavei  floating 
down  stream,  from  Hutton's  Ambo  downwards,  to 
avoid  which  I  would  advise  anglers  to  fisfii  in  the  upper 
water  by  Yeddingham  Bridge. — H. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — There  are  a  good  many  salmon 
in  the  river,  but  they  are,  like  the  partridges  this  year, 
"patchy."  Some  pools  seem  to  be  full,  whilst  in 
others,  not  far  away,  scarcely  a  fish  is  to  be  seen.  On 
October  21,  Dr.  Ell  wood  killed  one,  171b.,  at  Grinsdale. 
On  October  22,  Mr.  J.  S.  Rie  had  one,  91b  , 
and  Mr.  Weeks,  one,  241b.  On  October  23,  Mr.  G. 
Coulthard  one,  121b.,  and  Mr.  Robert  Bone,  one, 
201b.,  below  Carlisle.  In  the  Warwick  Hall  Water, 
Mr.  C.  Liddell,  two,  101b.,  121b.,  and  Major  Dees,  one, 
201b.  On  October  24,  Mr.  W.  Wilson,  a  small  one 
at  Lagonby.  Mr.  W.  Graham,  two  at  Grinsdale, 
and  Mr.  E.  Brown,  one,  301b.,  at  Rickerby  Rocks. 
On  Oct.  25,  Mr.  W.  Wilson,  one,  181b.,  and  Mr.  T. 
Cotterall,  one,  191b.  below  Carlisle;  Mr.  Graham 
Sandeman,  one,  in  the  Low  House  water,  Mr.  J. 
Hove,  one,  91b.,  at  Wetheral,  and  Major  Dees,  one, 
141b.,  at  Warwick  Hall.  On  Oct.  27,  Mr.  Graham 
Sandeman  had  two  at  Low  House,  Mr.  J.  S.  Rae,  a 
small  one  at  Irthing  Foot.  On  Oct.  28  Mr.  E.  L. 
Hough  killed  two,  171b.  and  18Ib.  at  Croiby.  A 
number  of  fish  have  been  killed  by  the  members  of 
the  Yorkshire  Angling  Association  in  the  Eamont 
and  Edenball  water,  but  particulars  are  not  easy  to 
obtain. — Silver  frBEY. 

Esk  (Whitby).  -  Angling  on  this  river  has  some- 
what deteriorated  during  the  past  Week  inconsequence 
of  the  water  having  run  rather  low,  and  takes  generally 
have  been  effected  in  the  pools.  At  the  time  of  writing 
a  slight  rise  of  water  is  perceptible,  which  may  some- 
what improve  matters.  The  record  of  takes  to  hand 
is  as  follows: — Captain  Wood,  four  salmon,  weighing 
17ilb.,  131b.,  111b  ,  and  ll)b. ;  Mr.  E.  Turnbull,  one 
salmon,  16Jlb. ;  Mr.  Liwton,  one  salmon,  71b.;  Mr. 
W.  Hodgson,  one  salmon,  121b.;  Mr.  Moore,  one 
salmon,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Carpenter,  one  salmon,  121b. 
There  is  little  improvement  in  the  prospects  of 
sea  angling  owing  to  the  adverse  conditions  in  the 
offing,  it  having  been  almost  impossible  to  remain 
outside  the  piers  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  ground 
swell.  From  the  quays  several  enthusiasts  have 
operated  regularly  during  the  week,  and  have 
experienced  fair  sport.  Unfortunately  the  takes 
generally  run  rather  small,  and  only  on  rare  occasions 
are  fish  of  good  size  taken  with  the  bottom  line. — J. 
Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— A  few  roach  and  pike 
hjve  been  caught  in  both  river  and  canal  during  the 
past  week.  On  Friday  (Oct.  24)  the  Exe  Boaid  of 
Conservators  held  their  meeting,  and  it  is  satisfactory 
to  learn  that  the  cormorants  and  shags  at  the  estuary 
of  the  Exe,  that  have  recently  much  injured  the  Exe 
fisheries,  have  been  well  looked  after  since  last 
February,  170  birds  in  the  first  eight  months  having 
been  got  rid  of.  Mr.  Tracey  has  permission  to  take 
ttout  from  the  river  Exe  for  breeding  purposes. 
When  the  weather  changes  we  should  have  good 
reports  of  the  general  fishing,  as  the  river  is  full  and 
the  weeds  fast  disappearing  — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Xiincs  and  Cambs).— 
Some  little  improvement  is  noticeable  in  the  reports 
of  angling  in  the  Fen  district  this  week.  In  one  or 
two  places  roach  have  shown  more  inclination  for 
feeding  than  they  have  done  for  several  weeks  past. 
Several  really  good  takes  have  been  met  with 
in  the  Swineshead  district,  and  between  that 
place  and  Hubbert's  Bridge  on  the  Forty-foot 
is  probably  the  best  point  for  this  sort  of 
fibbing  in  the  Fen  District.  A  few  roach  have  also 
been  captured  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stonea.  The 
drains  in  Cambridgeshire  also  are  said  to  be  yielding 
better.  Perch  are  also  in  good  condition,  and  look 
favourably  at  the  worm.  Pike  fishers  pursue  their 
sport  patiently,  and  one  or  two  good  things  are 
reported  from  the  waters  of  the  Welland.  One  angler 
has  caught  several  fish  lately,  bis  best  running  up  to 
101b.  There  have  also  been  a  few  captures  in  the 
Billingborough  district  of  the  same  kind  of  fish. — 

LiMPitT. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade). — Our  river  has  considerably 
benefited  by  the  late  rains  we  have  been  favoured 
with.  It  is  a  bit  on  the  clear  side  again,  still  some 
good  sport  has  been  met  with.  A  gentleman  fishing 
on  Oct.  27  at  the  Black  Locks,  Biggleswade  Common, 
secured  a  nice  bairket  of  roach,  largest  lib.  lloz. 
(others  of  lib)  A  very  large  specimen  "smashed" 
him  up  ;  bait  U'ed  was  creed  wheat.  On  Ojt.  29  he 
was  foriunate  in  getting  some  more  "clinkers."  I 
have  every  confidence  th  it  good  sport  will  be  obtainable 
ibis  week-end.  The  weedi  are  dying  away  nicely. — 
Kingfisher. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.  —The  past  week  has  been 
a:  sociated  with  very  dull  sport,  and  no  good  baskets 
aie  likely  to  ba  had  until  the  river  is  flushed.    It  19 
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very  clear,  weedy,  and  sluggish  at  present.  Some  pike 
and  roach  have  been  taken,  but  the  majority  of  anglers 
-  have  had  no  call  for  the  landing  net.  A  number  of 
roach,  pike,  and  bream  have  again  turned  up  in  the 
navigation  cutting  above  St.  Margaret's  Lock,  having 
evidently  been  poisoned.  Some  fine  roach  were  among 
the  victims.  The  cause  of  the  pollution  is  unknown. 
—  IzAAK  Walton. 

hngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
noted  grayling  streams  are  clear,  are  running  a  iiio 
level,  and  in  good  order  for  fishing.  Rain  has  been 
had  but  has  not  altered  the  water ;  and  it  has  been 
foggy  in  mornings,  which  has  brought  the  grayling  more 
on  the  move,  and  they  have  been  rising  well  this 
week.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out,  and 
have  tried  Red  Tag,  Willow,  Whirling  B!u9,  Mid 
Blue,  Green  Insect,  Silver  Tivist,  Hare's  Bar,  and 
Red  Palmer,  and  some  nice  fish  have  been  landed. 
Grasshopper-fishing  has  accounted  for  some  nice 
grayling.  With  fine  weather  there  should  be  some 
good  sport  in  this  part. — Gwynne. 

Lngg.  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kin^sland).  - 
Rivers  are  now  in  very  fair  order,  though  the  Lugg  is 
rather  on  the  high  side,  yet  it  is  clear.  Sport  has  not 
been  very  good,  but  is  now  improving,  and  the  pros- 
pects for  the  coming  week  are  brightening  daily. 
Flies  as  last  week.  Mid-water  and  bottom  fishing 
from  now  forward  should  be  good. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts).— Mr.  R.  W.  Smith  and 
his  son,  of  London,  had  a  day's  piking  on  Saturday, 
Oct.  25,  with  Mr.  A.  E.  CoUinson  (my  son)  and  they 
took  five  nice  fish,  returning  two.  Wa  want  more 
rain  to  make  the  fishing  good,  but  roach,  perch,  and 
pike  are  fairly  on.  On  Oct.  2*^  we  St.  Ives  anglers 
had  a  sad  last  duty  to  perform — namely,  to  lay  to  rest 
the  remains  of  the  late  Mr.  Geo.  Hewson,  who  has 
been  a  committee-man  ever  since  this  society  was 
formed,  and  also  captained  our  team  when  fishing 
any  inter-club  matches ;  he  will  be  greatly  missed  by 
all  members,  who  deeply  regret  his  death  and  sym- 
pathise with  those  he  has  left  behind  to  mourn  his 
loss.  On  Wednesday,  Oct.  29,  we  St.  Ivians  fish 
our  Huntingdon  friends  in  competition  for  the  Crom- 
well Cup,  so  generously  given  to  us  by  Mr.  W.  Dendy 
Sadler,  whose  son  has  been  chosen  to  captain  the  team 
for  St.  Ives.    We  fish  in  the  Huntingdon  waters. — E. 

COLLINSON. 

Snssex  Bivers,  Earbonrs,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — The  weather  during  the  week  has  been 
almost  summerlike.  The  recent  rains  were  not  in 
sufficient  volume  to  be  of  much  benefit,  and  rivers  are 
now  fir  too  low  and  bright  for  successful  sport.  From 
the  Adur  I  hear  of  a  few  dace  and  roach  taken  at 
Steyning  by  Iccal  fishermen,  and  a  pike  of 
4 Jib.  from  the  upper  reich  near  Henfield.  A 
few  roach  and  small  pike  have  been  captured 
at  Barcombe  Mills  and  at  Hamsey,  but  the 
heavier  roach  are  not  feeding.  The  canal  at  Chichester 
is  in  fair  order,  bar  weeds.  A  visitor,  on  Monday,  Oct. 
2Y,  secured  a  pike  of  4flb.  in  the  Birdham  reach,  and 
broke  tackle  with  a  heavy  fish  between  the  locks.  The 
-big  bream  are  not  feeding  well ;  fish  up  to  Ijlb.  have 
been  taken  with  paste,  and  a  perch  of  21b.  2oz.  with 
gentles.  Small  fry  have  given  sport ;  a  few  small  bass 
have  been  taken  in  the  ha- hours. — G.  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigan). — Water  in  the  Teifi 
very  plentiful,  and  sport  extra  good.  About  sixteen 
salmon  have  been  taken  during  the  past  week. — H. 

Teme  (Lndlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 
gone  down  and  cleared  nicely,  and  is  now  running  in 
capital  condition  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  The 
weather  has  been  rather  changeable,  but  has  not 
interfered  with  anglers  going  out ;  at  the  end  of  last 
week  the  weather  was  beautiful  and  fine,  but  changed 
on  Sunday  to  foggy,  drizzling  rain.  This  has  been 
good  for  grayling  fishing,  and  they  have  been  well 
on  the  move,  and  rising  freely  at  the  fly. 
A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  and  used  Red 
Tag,  Willow,  Whirling  and  Blue,  Green  Insect,  Silver 
Twist,  Mid  Blue,  Hare's  Ear  and  Red  Palmer.  Bottom 
fishing  has  been  successful  with  red  worm  and  maggot. 
Grasshopper  fishing  should  be  good.  Pike  are  now 
well  on  the  feed,  and  several  have  been  taken  of 
late.  On  Saturday  (Oct.  25)  Mr.  Husk,  with  minnow, 
landed  one  (121b.)  measuring  34in.  and  IGin.  girth. 
Fishing  below  the  paper  mills,  an  angler  took  thirty- 
five  dace  and  roach  with  red  worm.  On  Tuesday 
(Oct.  2fi),  some  good  sport  was  had  below  Ludford 
with  the  maggot,  and  several  grayling  were  landed 
under  Whitcliffe  with  fly.  The  prospects  for  next 
week,  if  we  get  no  more  rain,  are  good.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  in  order, 
and  fair  sport  had  in  them  this  week. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbnry).— The  water  in  this  district  is  now 

ninniog  in  good  order  for  fishing,  having  gone  down 
and  cleared,  and  has  been  improved  by  tho  late  rains. 
The  weather  is  dull  and  foggy,  but  suitable  for  anglers 
to  get  out.  Grayling  have  been  well  on  the  move  this 
week,  and  have  taken  Red  Palmer,  Red  Tag,  Willow, 
Green  Insect,  Whirling  Blue,  and  Silver  Dun,  and 
several  nice  lots  of  grayling  have  been  landed.  Sport 
has  been  had  bottom  fishing  with  maggot  and  some 
good  fish  landed.  The  prospects  for  sport  are  good  if 
we  get  no  heavy  rains. — Worcester. 


Torcross  Ley  (S.  Devon).— The  weather  has 
been  sultry,  calm,  and  bright,  much  sgiinst  pike 
fishing.  A  few  have  been  taken,  but  none  over  5Jlb. 
The  perch  have  been  showing  good  sport  everv  day  this 
week,  and  on  three  days  of  the  week  Mr.  W.  F  Roberts 
caught  over  a  hundred  per  day,  some  of  the  largest 
scaling  lib.  each.    Water  in  good  condition  — W. 

'Welland  (Market  Deeping).— Splendid  catch  of 
chub  was  made  here  on  Tuesday  by  Mr.  J  T.  Ilstrris, 
of  Milifield  Peterborough.  He  landed  four  fish, 
which  turned  the  scale  at  141b  The  largest  weighed 
41b.  They  were  ciught  with  very  fine  roa^h  tackle. — 
E.  A.  S. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire  )  — 

Although  running  high  fr am  the  late  rains,  roaching 
has  shown  signs  of  improvement  Lincoln  anglers 
are  said  to  have  done  fairly  well  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Bardney.  Belo  v  that  place,  and  in 
what  may  be  called  the  middle  reaches  of  the 
river,  roach  have  cjme  to  hand  in  greater  num- 
bars  and  fins  propDrtion^.  Big  fish  have  been 
no  exception  at  K\rkst?ad,  where  besides  roach 
running  to  lib.  a  cumber  of  tench  have  been  captured. 
In  addition  to  migg  its,  bread  paste  has  been  success- 
fully usad.  A  good  many  captures  are  reported  as 
accomplished  by  the  worm  bait.  Pike  fishing  has 
also  improved,  and  those  having  a  good  supply  of  live 
bait  have  made  good  captures.  Spinning  by  artificial 
means  has  also  succeeded,  but  while  weeds  still  linger 
on  the  margin  live  bait  will  have  the  preference.  Daoe 
are  preferred.  A  few  roach  Jib.  to  lib.  have  been 
lured  on  the  Hob  Hole  at  Old  Leake,  but  catches  on 
the  drains  are  somewhat  rare,  though  there  are  plenty 
of  fish  in  the  water. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
have  been  fishable  during  the  greater  part  of  the  past 
week.  The  Wye  and  upper  reaches  of  the  Derwent 
have  yielded  a  few  grayling,  but  there  is  yet  too  much 
water  for  making  good  baskets.  Mr.  H.  Buxton, 
fishing  the  Darleydale  Club's  water  at  Rowsley,  on 
Monday,  Oct.  27,  took  two  brace.  Also  Mr.  W. 
Evans,  fishing  from  the  end  of  the  Rutland  Arms 
Hotel  garden,  Matlock  ISath,  on  two  occasions, 
secured  four  brace,  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Collioson, 
from  the  sime  water,  one  brace  on  Monday 
and  two  brace  on  Tuesday ;  these  were  taken 
with  worm  and  maggot  for  bait.  The  weather  being 
so  dull  and  mild,  with  drizzling  rain,  very  few  flies 
are  on  the  water.  If  we  could  get  a  little  brighter 
weather  more  fish  would  be  caught  with  the  fly — 
Needle  Ply,  Furnace  Fly,  Apple  Green,  Red  Tag, 
Cooper's  Fancy,  Grey  Palmer,  and  Claret  Bumble. — 
Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  'Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorks). — There  has  been  some  capital  bottom 
fishing  recently  in  the  Yore,  Mr.  Slater,  Mr.  Foxcroft, 
and  three  other  officials  of  the  Leeds  Amalgamation 
of  Anglers  showing  some  fine  dace,  chub,  and  roach 
caught  in  the  deeps  near  Ulshaw  Bridge.  Mr.  Slater 
did  not  find  the  grayling  so  well  on  the  feed  as  on  a 
former  visit,  and  during  the  past  few  days  of  dull  and 
"muggy"  weather  the  fish  have  cot  risen  with 
any  freedom,  or  have  they  taken  the  worm  or  gentle 
at  all  greedily,  although  the  Wiske,  the  Swale,  and 
Bedale  Beck  have  not  been  in  the  best  of  trim,  yet 
some  very  fair  sport  has  been  enjoyed  in  all  of  them 
during  the  past  week,  Pike  fishers  have  had  grand 
sport  in  the  reach  of  water  in  the  Wiske  over  which 
lease  is  obtained  from  Mr.  John  Hutton,  M.P.  One 
Northallerton  angler  drew  five  pike  out  between  Otter- 
ington  Church  and  Worlaby  deeps  with  live  bait, 
of  which  there  is  abundance  to  be  caught  in  this 
part  of  the  Wiske.  Rather  strange  to  say,  from 
Yafforth  to  Danby  Wiske,  and  right  up  to  Great 
Smeaton,  past  Birkby,  there  is  scarcely  a  bait 
to  be  caught,  and  anglers  have  perforce  to  take 
their  live  baits  with  them  if  they  wish  to  enjoy 
successful  sport  amongst  the  pike.  Some  capital 
sport  has  also  been  had  amongst  the  roach,  the 
specimens  caught  being  very  fine  indeed.  Some 
magnificent  sport  has  been  met  with  by  two  North- 
allerton anglers  on  the  river  Swale.  One  angler  with 
the  Olive  Dun  fly  has  shown  panniers  of  4J,  5J,  up  to 
9  brace  of  splendid  grayling,  while  two  of  his  chums 
who  have  fished  with  the  maggot  and  small  cock- 
spur  worm  have  had  to  be  content  with  three  or  four 
grayling.  One  of  the  members  of  the  Black  Ox 
Club  had  a  splendid  bag,  all  of  which  were 
caught  by  swimming  the  small  cockspur  worm.  He 
had  some  very  fine  grayling,  some  of  which  were 
guessed  to  weigh  from  Jib.  to  lib.  in  weight,  while  he 
had  several  very  fine  perch.  During  the  week  sport 
on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Swale  has  been  very  fair, 
the  tributaries  have  fished  well,  and  a  few  decent 
baskets  of  roacli,  chub,  and  dace  have  been  caught  at 


Graylino  KlSHlNO. — Anglers  reqiuring  reliable  tackle  should 
apply  to  J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  DepCt,  Leeds.  He  has 
had  more  experience  of  grayling  fishing  than  anyone  in  the 
traile.  .Send  Is.  (id.  for  cast  of  flics  guaranteed  to  catch  grayling. 
Sample  dozen  ))e8t  lliea,  2s.  Miller's  crank  shanked  liooks  keep 
the  worm  in  position — Is.  per  dozen  on  16in.  of  best  drawn 
gut.  Special  value.  I'ike  and  roach  tackle  of  the  best  (juality 
at  lowest  prices.  All  goods  of  reliable  (luality  only.  See  price 
lia's,  post  free,  before  buying. 


Otterington.     Some  fair  specimen  chub  have  been 
taken.    On  Oct.  25,  Messrs.  White  and  Husband  had 
fine  sport  amongst  the  chub,  several  fish  weighing  41b. 
Mr.  Calvert,  fishing  the  Swa'e  on  Monday,  had  rare 
sport  with  roach.    They  ran  very  small,  but  would  do 
for  live  bait  for  piking.    Reports  from  the  Nidd  are 
meagre.    The  Derwent  at  'i'eddingham  and  Malton 
has  been  little  fished  lately.    The  Rye  and  Riccall 
are  now  running    in   nice   trim.     Fair  sport  has 
been  had  with  the  grayling  with  fly  and  maggot. 
The   Wharfe   has  fished  moderately  at  Burnsall, 
Appletreewick,   etc. ;    what  fi^h  have  been  caught 
have  been  taken  with  worm  or  gentles.    Grayling  are 
now  rising  short  at  the  fly;  a  few  brace  of  fish  have 
been  caught  with  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Red  Tag,  Blue 
Hawk,   Waterhen    Bloa,    Snipe    and  Purple,  and 
Carter    Piatt's    Copper.     Some    nice    baskets  of 
grayling    were   secured   in    the    Ilkley   length  on 
Saturday,  one  angler  nearly  filled  a  basket  full  l^y 
swimming  the  cackspur  worm.     In  the  districts 
of    Otley    and    Hare  wood    very    few    rods  have 
been  out,   but  in   the   length  from  Collinghim  to 
Tadcaster  fair  sport  has  teen  had,  and  some  nice 
baskets  of  mixed  fish  have  been  shown  at  the  various 
club  houses.    On  Saturday,  Oct.  25,  Mr.  Hirst  had  a 
fine  basket  of  roach,  weighing  close  upon  yib.,  caught 
with    the  gentle     At   Tadcaster   sport    has  been 
had,    but    lower    down    the    river    at  Ulleskelf 
and     Ryther    sport    amongst    tho    roach,  dace, 
and     pike     has     been    very    fair.     Pike  fishing 
is  getting  more  brisk.    During  the  week  some  nice 
sport  has  been  had  in  the  waters  around  Leeds.  At 
Roundhay  Park  several  anglers  have  been  seen,  and 
some  fair  sport  has  been  met  with,  although  not  any 
very  large  pike  have  been  landed.    The  Killingbeck, 
which  is  fed  with  the  waters  from  the  Roundhay  Park 
lakes,  has  been  visited  by  a  few  pike  rods,  and  some 
fine  sport  has  been  met  with.    On  Saturday  (Oct.  25), 
Mr.  J.  E.  Peate  secured  a  fine  specimen  pike,  weighing 
12Jlb.,  also  two  others;   the  large  one  has  been 
entrusted  to  me  for  preservation.    The  best  pike  bait 
for  spinning  is  the  "Harrogate"  Spinner.    The  best 
grayling  flies  are  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Red  Tag, 
Snipe  and  Purple,  Sea  Swallow  (quill  body),  Waterhen 
Bloa  (quill  body)  and  Blue  Hawk. — John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'   Depot,   19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Bolder  Esk  and  Liddle.  —Wet  weather  has  been 
the  rule  on  the  Border  during  the  past  week.  In  tha 
lower  water  below  Longtown,  Mr.  Giles,  of  London, 
and  Mr.  Kirker  caught  a  couple  of  salmon  last  week, 
weighing  101b.  and  81b.  respectively,  and  on  Saturday 
the  same  anglers  landed  two  nice  fish,  weight  181b. 
and  21lb.,  and  also  hooked  two  more,  but  after  a  good 
deal  of  play  failed  to  land  them.  Salmon  are  running  in 
abundance  in  the  Double  water,  and  several  have  been 
caught  in  the  Netherby  and  other  reserved  portions  of 
the  river,  while  sea-trout  and  new  run  herling  are 
beiug  taken.  Fishing  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Liddle,  Mr.  Thos.  Steel,  Bowholm,  Canonbie,  killed  a 
fish  of  201b. ;  Mr.  John  James  Hill,  Canonbie,  landed 
one  of  IGlb.  ;  Dr.  White,  staying  at  Canonbie, 
caught  a  salmon,  ITJlb. ;  and  in  the  same  water 
Mr.  William  Murray,  Canonbie,  caught  one  weigh- 
ing 21lb.  Mr.  J.  Davidson  has  been  very 
successful  in  the  Double  water  between  Netherby 
and  Canonbie,  having  killed  three  salmon  during 
the  week  in  the  Cauldron  pool,  the  several  weights 
being  12lb.,  181b.,  and  Id^lh.  Mr.  Todrick,  of  Had- 
dington, staying  at  Canonbie,  had  also  a  couple  of 
salmon  in  the  same  stretch  of  water  weighing  211b. 
and  13lb.  Another  angler  had  a  fish  weighing  141b. 
in  the  Willow  pool.  Mr.  J.  Jardine,  Canonbie,  had  a 
nice  fish  of  81b.  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk,  and 
Mr.  Watson,  Byreburn,  caught  one  of  6lb.  in  the 
Duke  of  Buccleuch's  water.  The  Rev.  W.  W.  White, 
Langholm,  caught  two  small  salmon,  81b.  and  TJlb., 
in  the  Buccleuch  water.  Mr.  J.  Bell,  Langholm, 
caught  a  salmon  of  9lb.  in  Sowie's  pool,  close  to  the 
town.  Fishing  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Haydon  landed  a  nice  salmon  weighing  ISlb, 
Mr.  Johnstone,  Birmingham,  had  one  of  81b.  in  the 
same  water.  Mr.  Wm.  Riddle,  Canonbie,  caught 
one  of  8Jlb.  in  the  mid-reaches.  Mr.  Murray, 
Canonbie,  had  a  small  salmon  on  the  English  side  of 
the  Liddle.  Dr.  Anderson,  Esk  Bank,  Canonbie,  had 
a  good  run  with  a  big  salmon  in  the  Double  water,  but 
got  "  broke."  Mr.  Pringle,  however,  was  more  success- 
ful and  landed  a  salmon  of  271b.  in  the  same  water. 
Mr.  Elliot  caught  a  nice  fish  of  IGlb.  in  Jock's  Pool, 
and  Mr.  Gardiner  had  a  salmon  of  over  18lb.  in  the 
Liddle  at  Damfoot  pool,  at  the  junction  of  Esk 
and  Liddle.  Mr.  T,  Beattie,  Canonbie,  landed  a 
salmon  of  15lb.  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk, 
and  Mr.  Jas.  Morrison,  of  Langholm,  had  a 
nice  fish  of  lUlb.  in  Langholm  water.  Fishing 
in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Esk,  Mr.  Giles 
(London),  Graham  Arms  Hotel,  Longtown,  caught  a 
nice  fish  on  Oct.  28,  weighing  281b.,  below  Longtown 
railway  bridge ;  Mr.  McLellan  landed  a  fine  fish  in 
the  Boxes  pool,  weighing  18ib.,  Graham  Arms  stretch 
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of  water.  The  season  closes  to-day  (Saturday),  and  it 
is  a  pleasure  to  record  that  there  has  been  little  or  no 
snatching  to  speak  of. — Gilnockie. 

Ceveron  (Banffshire). — This  river  was  in  good 
fishing  order  during  the  past  week,  the  water  falling 
somewhat  towards  the  close,  and  fair  sport  was  enjoyed 
by  anglers,  Mr.  Innes,  keeper,  Auchintoul,  had  five 
fish  for  the  week,  weighing  81b.,  101b.,  161b.,  171b.  and 
211b.  respectively.  On  the  Marnoch  Lodge  water, 
Mr.  Fraser,  the  keeper,  had  three  fish  of  131b., 
141b.  and  181b.  On  the  Corniehaugh  water.  Lady 
Bridge  had  two  fish  of  141b.  and  201b. ;  and  Colonel 
Forbes,  of  Rothiemay  House,  had  a  fish  of  171b.  On 
the  Mayne  water,  on  Saturday  last,  Mr.  Gibbon 
had  a  fine  fish  of  311b.,  and  Mr.  Thurburn  killed  four 
fish ;  on  the  Muiresk  water,  on  Oct.  23,  Mr.  Courage, 
London,  had  a  fish  of  81b. ;  and  Mr.  Neisli  one  of  161b. 
On  the  Forglen  water,  on  Oct.  21,  Mr.  Bussel  had  a 
fish  of  181b.  ;  ou  Oct.  22,  two  of  91b.  and  151b. ;  on 
Oct.  23,  one  of  161b.  On  the  Duff  House  water,  on 
Oct.  21,  Mr.  Williams  had  three  fish  of  the  weight  of 
91b.,  131b.,  and  181b.  On  the  Keighley  water,  on  Oct. 
22,  Miss  Walker  landed  two  salmon  of  7|lb.  and  51b. 
On  the  Huntly  water,  on  Oct.  24,  Mr.  Wilson,  bad  a 
fish  of  15!b. ;  and  Mr.  Hacket,  one  of  12Jlb.— H.  W. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— By  the  time  this  is  in 
print  the  bulk  of  Scotch  salmon  angling  waters  will 
tave  closed  down  for  the  season.  The  last  few  daj  s 
cn  the  Dee,  Don,  etc  ,  have  only  been  prolific  of  sport 
on  tbo  lower  reaches  and  where  fish  are  thickest.  The 
low  condition  of  the  waters  prevented  the  best  being 
made  of  the  chances ;  but  for  all  that,  a  very  great 
number  were  got  on  several  of  the  beats.  On  the 
Inchgarth  Dee  water,  Mr.  McLeod  had  two  of  lOlb. 
and  141b.,  while  Laing,  of  Playfair  &  Co.,  creeled  one 
of  291b.  Severs  1  others  have  been  got  on  the  imme- 
diate re  ches  above.  On  the  Park  water,  Mr.  Bullock 
has  been  eminently  successful,  having  three  and  four 
fish  daily ;  while  on  the  Durris  water,  Mr.  Baird  and 
party  have  obtained  similar  results.  On  Lower  Drum 
water.  Low  (keeper)  creeled  four  fish  scaling  up  to 
2yib.,  cn  Morday,  and  nine,  scaling  up  to  231b.,  on 
Tuesday ;  Canon  Murdoch  had  two  of  111b.  and 
121b.,  one  of  241b.,  one  of  151b  ,  and  one  of  91b.  ;  while 
Mr.  Gerald  Bond  landed  one  of  251b.  and  two  of  131b 
and  7^1b.,  all  from  the  East  water.  On  the  Orathes, 
Inchmarlo,  and  Blackball  fections  considerable  sport 
has  been  got.  Lord  Penrhyn,  on  Oairnton,  has  had 
three  and  four  daily,  and  Mr.  Meakin,  on  Woodend, 
similar  results,  having  nine  fish  one  day  last  week. 
On  the  Kincardine  reaches  a  good  few  fish  have  also 
been  killed.  On  the  Aboyne  Hotel  section,  Mr.  C.  0. 
Hall  had  one  of  181b.,  and  Lady  Marjory  Gordon 
(Haddo  House)  a  beauty  of  23Jlb.  On  the  Glentana 
and  upper  waters  fish  are  only  beginning  to  put  in 
an  appearance.  Don. — On  the  Grandholm  House 
water  some  very  heavy  takes  were  made  during  the 
closing  days,  but  the  river  was  too  low  for  the  majority 
of  the  pools.  On  the  Kintore  water,  Mr.  McLeod  had 
four  fioe  fish ;  while  Mr.  Lumsden,  Mr.  Scott,  Laing, 
Campbell,  and  others  have  each  had  several  fish. 
Good  baskets  of  finncck  have  been  made  right  up  to 
the  close  on  the  Ythan,  Ugie,  etc. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — There  has  been  an  improve- 
ment in  the  sport  on  the  border  rivers  since  last 
week's  report,  and  a  few  nice  fish  have  been  landed  on 
the  different  waters.  Rain  fell  on  Saturday,  and  the 
rivers  were  in  flood  on  Sunday.  One  or  two  of  the 
streams  were  but  slightly  discoloured,  while  others 
were  of  the  pea  soup  colour.  Unfortunately  a  num- 
ber of  the  border  rivers  have  not  done  well  this  back- 
end,  and  most  of  the  streams  will  have  ended  their 
rod  fishing  by  the  time  this  report  appears  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  The  Galloway  and  Ayrshire 
rivers  closed  cn  Oct.  31,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Galloway  Urr  which  runs  on  until  about 
the  end  of  November.  The  Annan  and  Nith 
continue  their  rod  fishing  until  the  night  of  Nov.  15. 
These  rivers  have  always  been  considered  much  later 
than  the  Border  Esk,  which  ends  to-day.  Rain  fell 
on  Wednesday,  and  it  was  expected  that  the  waters 
might  rise  a  little  on  Thursday.  More  fish  have  been 
moving  up  the  streams  this  week,  and  the  closing 
days  are  expected  to  give  some  sport  to  the  rods. 
The  following  notes  have  been  received  from  the 
different  district  correspondents.  The  Annan. — This 
river  was  in  flood  on  Oct.  25,  and  the  water  has  been 
in  the  best  of  ply  since  Monday.  Most  of  the  fish  have 
been  taken  in  a  private  water  of  Mount  Annan  which 
is  not  open  to  visitors.  Mr.  Pasley  Dirom,  the 
riparian  proprietor,  has  been  successful  in  landing 
two  or  three  nice  salmon  in  his  water,  all  with  the 
fly.  Ho  killed  one  of  181b.  out  of  the  Burnfoot  with 
Brown  Turkey.  On  Oct.  24,  Mr.  Pasley  Dirom's 
keeper  (Andrew  ]»ell)  landed  a  nice  one  out  of  Alice's 
pool  above  Brydekirk  Bridge  and  Upper  Caul.  It 
weighed  211b.  On  the  same  date  he  had  a  second 
fish  of  lOilb.  out  of  Luce  Pool.  Both  were  taken 
with  the  Brown  Turkey  Fly.  Mr.  James  Bell  Irving 
killed  a  nice  fish  of  171b.  out  of  the  Salmon 
pool,  and  Mr.  Pasley  Dirom  took  one  of  12^1  b. 
out  of  the  back  of  the  Wood  pool  with  Brown 
Turkey  Fly.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Pasley  Dirom  landed 
one  of  121b.  out  of  the  back  of  the  Wood  poo 


with  the  Brown  Turkey  Fly.  Hoddom  Castle  water 
has  not  been  fishing  well  this  season.  About  a  dozen 
rods  were  out  on  this  water  on  Thursday  and  Friday 
without  a  salmon  being  caught.  Sir  Robert  Jardine's 
portion  has  also  yielded  rather  disappointing  spsrt  too, 
but  as  the  fish  are  moving  up  to  these  waters  there  may 
be  a  turn  of  better  luck  to  anglers.  In  the  long,  deep 
stretch  of  water  at  Hightae  a  number  of  salmon  have 
been  caught,  chiefly  with  the  worm  and  trolling  by  a  rod 
on  each  bank  with  a  dozen  salmon  flies  suspended 
from  the  line.  This  is  an  old  custom  of  angling  that 
has  been  carried  on,  on  this  pirticular  stretch  of 
water,  for  generations.  In  the  North  field  private 
water,  Mr.  Scott's  keeper  (A.  Macdonald)  killed  one 
on  Monday  (Oct.  27)  of  171b.,  in  Craigdale  stream 
with  the  minnow  and  Silver  Devon.  On  the  same  day 
Mr.  Rutherford's  keeper  (Charles  Robertson)  landed  a 
fine  fish  of  241b.  at  the  lower  end  of  Warmanbie 
stream.  This  one  was  caught  with  Brown  Turkey 
Fly.  On  the  same  date,  Mr.  Frank  Anderson 
killed  one  oat  of  the  Spittal  pool  with  the 
Silver  Devon  minnow.  It  weighed  9Jlb.  On  Tues- 
day, Mr.  Thomas  Gibson  killed  a  nice  clean-run 
salmon  of  16|lb  ,  out  of  the  Spittal  pool,  with  fly.  A 
Blackpool  gentleman  hooked  one  above  the  Howes 
pool  with  worm.  Unfortunately  the  fish  took  out  the 
whole  of  the  line,  and  the  angler,  being  unable  to 
follow  his  fish  lower  down,  lost  it.  On  Tuesday,  Mr. 
Dirom  killed  a  good  fish  of  201b.  in  the  Back-of-the- 
Wood  Pool  with  Brown  Turkey  Fly.  The  waters 
were  in  excellent  order  on  Wednesday,  though  the 
fish  were  not  showing  themselves  in  the  lower 
stretches.  Rain  began  to  fall  in  the  morning,  and 
continued  most  of  the  day.  The  fall  was  a  light  one, 
and  the  water  remained  in  first-rate  order.  Fishing 
in  the  Howes  pool  during  the  afternoon  Mr.  Wm. 
Wright  caught  a  grand  made  cook  fish  as  bright  as  silver. 
This  was  killed  with  a  small  Devon  m  inno w.  It  weight  d 
22Jlb.  This  was  the  only  fish  caught,  although  there 
were  something  like  ten  rods  fishing  the  same  pool. 
The  Nith. — This  river  has  been  in  good  order  for  a 
few  days,  and  more  salmon  are  falling  to  the  rods  on 
the  different  waters.  Dumfries  anglers  have  been 
fairly  successful  on  the  different  stretches  available 
by  tickets.  A  good  fish  was  killed  in  the  Closeburn 
district  the  other  day,  and  more  fish  are  showing  in 
the  Thornhill  part  of  the  river.  I  do  not  learn  of  any 
sport  being  obtained  in  the  Sanquhar  portion,  as  not 
many  fish  have  been  showing  in  this  part  of  the  Nith. 
The  Galloway  Rivebs. — These  rivers  brought  their 
rod  fishing  to  a  close  on  Oct.  31.  The  Dee  of  Kirkcud- 
brightshire has  been  in  the  hands  of  private  parties, 
and  not  much  information  has  been  given  to  the  Press. 
I  understand  the  season  has  not  been  such  a  good  one 
as  was  anticipated  a  month  ago.  An  odd  fish  or  two 
have  been  caught  on  the  Gaite  House  fleet,  which  also 
closed  yesterday.  Ayrshire  Rivers — 'These  rivers 
closed  yesterday.  A  number  of  good  salmon  has  been 
taken  on  the  Stinchar  of  Ayr.  The  Girvan  hals  not 
given  much  sport,  and  the  same  remark  applies  to  the 
other  Ayrshire  streams.  At  the  time  of  writing  the 
weather  is  rather  unsettled,  with  a  light  rain  falling 
this  Wednesday  evening. — Heathebbell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
The  rivers  are  now  in  good  condition  for  fishing  and 
some  excellent  sport  has  bean  had,  up  to  twelve  fish 
in  one  day  being  recorded.  Under  favourable  weather 
conditions  further  spoit  may  be  looked  for.  On  the 
Lees  water,  on  Oct.  23,  Mr.  Marjoribanks,  London, 
had  eight  salmon  of  361b.,  221b.,  201b'.,  171b.,  171b  , 
171b.,  161b.,  151b.,  and  four  grilse,  of  which  three 
weighed  91b.  each.  On  Twizel  and  'Tweed  Mill  water, 
on  Oct.  23,  Mr.  Pierson,  York,  had  one  salmon,  201b., 
and  Mr.  Bertie  Pierson  two  grilse  of  81b. ;  Mr. 
Ware,  York,  had  a  salmon  of  341b.  On  Oct. 
24,  Mr.  Watson,  York,  had  a  salmon  of  171b. 
and  Mr.  Ware  one  of  301b.,  and  a  71b.  grilse.  On 
Cornhill  water  on  Oct.  21,  Mr.  Lockhart  had  one  grilse, 
and  Dr.  Rutherford,  Newcastle,  a  salmon  of  161b.  and 
a  grilse  91b.  On  the  Till,  Mr.  J.  Band,  Ford  Hill,  had 
two  grilse  ou  Oct.  17,  and  on  Oct.  22,  two  grilse.  Mr. 
J.  Gray  had  two  grilse,  and  on  Oct.  23  he  had  a  salmon 
of  121b.  Mr.  Clinton  had  two  grilse,  and  Mr.  Wright 
also  had  a  grilse.  On  Norham  water,  Mr.  M.  Sherriff, 
Norham,  had  two  salmon,  and  Mr.  A.  Herriot  one 
salmon.  On  Birgham  water,  Major-General  William 
Home  had  three  salmon,  171b.,  131b.,  121b.  and  ;seven 
grilse  up  to  101b.  On  Oct.  23  he  had  four  salmon, 
241b.,  181b.,  161b.,  and  141b,,  and  three  grilse  up  to 
101b.  On  Oct.  24  he  had  three  salmon,  201b.,  151b., 
131b.,  and  three  grilse,  111b.,  91b.,  and  71b.  Rev. 
J.  C.  Graham,  one  salmon,  and  Miss  Graham,  two 
salmon.  On  Boldside  water  on  Oct.  21  Mrs.  Davies 
had  a  salmon  of  191b.,  and  W.  Millar  one  of  111b. 
On  Oct.  22  Mrs.  Davies  had  one  of  211b.  On  Oct.  24 
R.  Millar  had  a  salmon  of  13Jlb.,  and  W.  Millar  a 
grilse  of  61b.  On  Oct.  25  Mrs.  Davies  had  a  salmon 
of  191b.  On  Makorstoun  water  on  Oct.  21  Capt.  Spicer 
had  three  salmon  of  211b.,  IHlb.,  lUb.,  and  a  grilse,  71b., 
and  Mr.  Harvey  Coombe  had  two  salmon,  281b.,  241b. 
On  Oct.  22  Mr.  Harvey  Coombe  had  two  salmon  161b., 
151b.,  and  two  grilse  81b.,  71b.  On  Oct.  23  he  had  one 
salmon  of  151b.  and  two  grilse  91b.  each.  On  the 
same  day  Capt.  Spicer  had  a  salmon  of  191b.  On 


Oct.  24  Mr.  Harvey  Coomba  had  four  sahnon  201b., 
191b.,  181b.,  181b.,  and  a  91b.  grilse,  and  Mr.  Spic3r  a 
salmon  of  161b.  On  Oct.  25  the  same  gentlemen, had 
each  a  salmon  of  151b.  Oa  Oct.  27  Mr.  Harvey 
Coombe  had  a  salmon  18lb.  and  two  grilae''91b., 
71b.  On  Oct.  28  these  gentlemen  had  nine  salmon 
between  them,  the  heaviest  of  which  weighed  261b. 
On  Floors  Upper  water,  Mrs.  Ley,  on  Oct.  22,  had  six 
salmon  of  281h,  131b,  91b.,  81b.,  71b.,  51b.,  and  Mr. 
Ley  two  of  211b.,  101b.  On  Oct.  23,  Mr.  Ley  had  five 
6sh  weighing  181b.,  151b.,  141b.,  81b.,  61b.;  and  on 
Oct.  25,  one  of  81b.  Also  Mrs.  Lay,  on  the  same  day, 
had  two  of  171b  ,  151b.  In  connection  with  the  hatchery 
recently  inaugurated  by  Sir  Richard  Waldie-Griffith, 
netting  operations  were  carried  on  last  week  on 
Hendersyde  water,  the  result  of  which  was  nineteen 
sea-trout  and  two  salmon  — Maxwheel. 

Tyne  (North  and  South)  and  Neighbouring 
Stivers. — The  rivers  are  running  down  1 1  their  normal 
level,  andsport  is  slow.  On  Saturday  morning  (Ojt.  25) 
Mr.  Forster,  of  Ovinghim,  fishing  ihe  Tyco,  struck  a 
fine  salmon  just  below  Pruihoa  Bridge,  and  after  a 
good  fight  succeeded  in  landing  hiiji  ;  it  turned  the 
scale  at  301b.  A  few  nice  fish  h  ive  been  landed  on  the 
higher  reaches  of  the  Tyne.  Tue  Riveu  Coiji  et. 
— Water  fine  and  fishing  not  so  brisk  ;  a  few  bull  trout 
have  been  taken  between  Warkworth  and  Felton 
with  fly  dressed  on  a  No.  8  hook ;  the  prawn  has 
also  accounted  for  a  few  fish.  Mr.  J.  W.  Mills, 
of  Newcastle,  fishing  tli9  Aln,  had  a  g)od  day's 
sport  in  landing  tivo  nice  fioh  with  fly,  and  had 
the  misfortune  of  losing  a  251b  fish  with  small 
miunow,  after  having  a  lively  three  mioutes'  fighting. 
Two  Newcastle  gentlemen  have  had  a  day  on  the  Till 
amongst  the  grayling  ;  a  few  fish  were  got  with  fly — 
Red  Tag,  Green  Insect,  small  Rsd  Palmer,  and 
Waterhen  Bloa  ;  worm  was  tried,  but  no  use.  Worm 
fishing  for  grayling  will  meet  with  little  success  until 
we  have  had  a  few  sharp  frosts. — Henry  A.  Murton, 
Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  Grey-street,  Newcastle  on- 
Tyne. 

Tynedale.— Fishing  Tyne  Green  Waters  on  Oct.  23, 
Mr.  W.  W.  Shield,  Hexham,  landed  a  salmon  of  171b., 
and  on  Oct.  24,  one  of  12Jlb.  Mr.  0.  Rosinvinge  has 
been  getting  a  fish  or  two.  The  Water  Meetings  have 
been  yielding  a  few  salmon  to  the  rods  of  Messrs. 
Robson  and  Nicholson,  Hexham,  the  best  fish  weigh- 
ing 181b.  On  Saturday,  Oct.  25,  four  Humshaugh 
anglers  bagged  fish  on  North  Tyne.  Mr.  Pearson 
Saint  one  of  17lb. ;  Mr.  J.  Patterson  one  of  161b  ;  Dr. 
Elward  one  of  111b.  ;  and  Mr.  S.  J.  White  one  of  9lb. 
Captain  Henderson,  of  Heatheridge,  has  also  been 
successful.  Mr.  William  Baty,  Corbridge,  has  landed 
a  fine  salmon  of  261b.,  and  on  Oct.  25  Mr.  Cook,  of 
Ovingham,  grassed  three  salmon  weighing  30;b.,  131b  , 
and  81b.  respectively.  A  gentleman  who  saw  the  large 
fish  says  it  was  the  best  salmon  he  has  seen  this 
season,  being  a  real  beauty.  Two  other  salmon  of 
141b.  and  23Jlb.  weie  killed  in  the  Ovingham  district, 
and  a  few  days  prior  to  this  Mr.  Cook,  jun.,  landed  a 
161b.  fish. — Anthony  Hindmarch,  Htxham-on-Tyne. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  Distiriot.  —  The  season  terminated  on 
Oct.  31  on  the  few  rivers  open.  As  the  weather  was 
dull  and  wet,  very  little, was  done  on  the  Woodburn 
Dams,  the  Lagan,  Crossgar,  etc.  A  few  white  trout 
were  killed  on  the  Comber  on  Oct.  28  and  29,  and 
about  half-a-dozen  salmon  on  the  Annacloy. — J.  A.  B. 

Dublin  and  District. — The  season  terminated  on 
Oct.  31  on  the  Liffey,  Vartry,  Bray,  Talka,  the  Rath- 
mines  reservoirs,  Brittas  ponds,  etc.,  with  the  streams 
fn  fair  order,  but  for  the  past  three  weeks  there  has  been 
very  little  sport.  The  stock  of  salmon  in  the  Liffey 
does  not  seem  to  ba  increasing  much.  The  season 
re-opens  on  Feb.  1. — J.A.B. 

Lough  Currane,  etc,  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
The  water  is  rising,  and  fish  are  leaving  for  the  spawn- 
ing grounds,  passing  up  quickly  in  the  flooded  rivers. 
During  the  past  week  some  men  have  been  employed 
repairing  the  spawning  beds  above  the  bridge  in 
Waterville  river  with  suitable  gravel. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiough  Neagh  and  Tributaries. — The  pollen 
fisheries  closed  legally  on  Oct.  31,  though,  as  wo  have 
pointed  out  ou  previous  occasions,  the  lough  is  netted 
in  and  out  of  season,  tlie  staff  of  bailiffs  being  too 
small  to  efficiently  protect  153  square  miles'  of  water 
and  hundreds  of  miles  of  river  spawning  grounds. 
Clean  new  salmon  came  into  the  lough  in  the  past 
week. — J.  A.  B. 

Bloy,  Iioughs  Conn  and  CuUeu  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — Both  loughs  now  in  good  trim  for  pike,  also 
wild  fowl.  Mr.  P.  Connor,  a  native,  had  a  pike  of 
291b. ;  baittd  with  a  frog. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).  —  The  season 
which  has  just  terminated  on  the  Rosses  was  one  of 
the  best  for  years.  Mr.  S.  Haulon,  the  superintendent 
of  the  fishery,  issued  seventy-seven  salmon  licences 
alone  for  the  lakes,  and  during  the  entire  season  they 
were  well  patronised.  The  gillies  say  that  they  have 
never  seen  a  better  stock  of  breeding  salmon  and  £ca- 
trout  in  the  rivers  and  lakes.  Spawning  operations 
will  soon  be  commenced  at  the  hatchery  here. — 
J.  A.  B. 
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Shannon  (Castleconnell).-  The  river  has  been 
rising  during  the  past  few  days,  but  it  is  still  below 
the  usual  average  height  at  this  time  of  year.  On 
Doonass  Mr.  H.  Hodges  killed  one  salmon,  lljlb  ,  and 
one  peal,  61b.  On  Propprct  the  fishermen  killed  three 
peal,  31b.,  4Jlb.,  and  81b.  On  Newgardea  the  fisher- 
men killed  two  peal,  3ib.  and  61b.,  and  one  salmon,  211b. 
On  Hermitage  Major  Money  killed  one  salmon,  91b. 
On  Woodlands  Mr  John  Enright  killed  one  peal,  7^1b 
—  John  Enbight  &  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton.  —  Silver  whiting,  although  rather 
small  in  siza,  still  abound  within  a  mile  of  the 
shore,  and  are  likely  to  for  some  few  weeks  to  come. 
On  Oct.  23,  about  sixteen  boats  were  off  the  Kemp- 
town  shore,  over  the  "  Sussex  Square  Ground  "  before 
noon,  and  their  numb-r  increased  to  about  thirty 
towards  evening.  24th — About  thirty  boats  off, 
for  the  most  part  over  the  Sussex  Square  Grouad ; 
it  is  in  fact  the  favourite  grouad  for  whiting 
and  plaice.  2.5th— Calm  sea;  over  thirty  boats 
ofi  in  the  morning,  and  over  sixty  in  the  even- 
ing, including  a  few  off  the  West  Pier.  26th — 
Sea  choppy  to  rough  ;  not  a  single  bsat  out. 
27th — Sea  calmer  ;  about  a  dozen  boats  off.  28th — 
About  twenty  boats  off  Sussex- square,  and  a  dozen 
between  the  two  piers.  29th — As  yestarday  ;  calm 
tea,,  wind  N.  A  few  rods  are  used,  but  the 
fishing  is  chiefly  done  by  hand-line.  A  few 
conger  are  being  taken,  as  well  as  plaice  and 
dabs ;  mussel  is  the  chief  bait  used,  or  Brighton 
"  Winter  herring."  Lug-worm  is  an  excellent  bait 
hut  very  expensive  (2j.  Gd.  a  pint !).  Mussels  arj  vary 
plentiful  on  ttie  beach  at  Black  Rock  ;  if  scalded,  they 
open,  and  are  tougher  for  use.  If  hard  up  for  bait, 
fillet  and  cut  in  strips  the  white  undereide  of  a  dab. 
— H. 

Darryuane  (co.  Kerry). — The  weather  has  been 
unfavourable,  and  at  times  fishing  was  quite  out  of  the 


question,  even  within  the  harbour,  owing  to  high  seas 
aad  strong  winds.  On  a  couple  of  fivourable  days, 
fair  or  avenge  sport  was  had  at  pollack,  whiting,  and 
gurnard.  Rock  fi>hing  is  now  over  for  the  year. — T.  J.D. 

Deal. — Thursday,  Oct.  23,  fine,  with  blue  sky  and  ' 
smooth  water ;  grand  sport  all  round — in  fact,  one 
would  think  it  competition  week.  I  counted  fifty  boits  ! 
out.  Oct.  24,  the  same  number  of  boats  out,  and  good  1 
sport  obtained  in  the  evening  ;  quite  a  contingent  of 
anglers  put  in  an  appiaraace.  Oct.  25  over  sixty 
boats  out,  and  all  well  satisfied  with  their  day's 
sport.  In  the  evening  another  fresh  batch  of 
members  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers  Society  put 
in  an  appearance.  Oct.  26,  Mr.  Thornton  counted 
ninety  boats  out,  and  still  leaving  several  on  the  beach. 
Wind  S.W.  looking  rather  ugly,  and  several  boats 
returned  from  the  grounds  rather  early,  while  others 
stayed  out  and  some  decent  takes  were  landed,  and  one 
load  of  161b.,  was  landed  the  largest  at  present  this 
season.  On  Oct.  27,  the  water  getting  very  clear, 
good  numbers  of  fish  landed,  but  not  so  large. 
Mr.  ManuUe  and  son,  12J  score  whiting,  and  eight 
horse  mackerel.  Oct.  28,  thick  fog  first  part  of  day, 
clearing  away  after  midday,  and  water  clear  as  glass  ; 
good  numbers  landed,  but  quality  generally  small. 
Mr.  Roberts,  6  score  and  3  conger;  Mr.  Mills, 
5  score  whiting;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Smyth,  15 
score  16  whiting,  5  dog  fish,  eel,  one  of  3lb.  Oct. 
29,  light  breeze  southerly,  sua  shining  brightly,  water 
little  more  cloudy :  grand  takes  landed,  prospects  still 
keeping  good. — Edwd.  Hanger,  Agent  B.  S.  A  S. ,  Napier, 
Beach  Street. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Neap  tides  and  very  cleir  water 
have  proved  anything  but  conducive  to  pier  sport,  and 
the  past  week's  record  is  anything  but  satisfactory. 
On  Thursday,  Oct.  23,  Mr.  Waddell  hooked  and  landed 
a  handsome  cod  of  12^1b.,  but  the  following  day  saw 
scarcely  anything  landed.  Saturday,  Oct  25,  again 
proved  almost  a  failure,  until  after  dark,  when  soma 
fair  bags  were  made,  Mr.  Dunning  heading  the  list  with 
ju^t  a  score.  Mr.  Waddell  and  Mr.  Black  did  fairly 
well  on  Monday,  Oct.  27,  upon  the  slack  of  the 
flood  tide,  the  former  gentleman  including  a  large 
shad  in  his  morning's  catch.  Later  in  the  day  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Couzans  had  a  few  codlings  and  whiting, 
but  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morris  were  quite  out  of  the  rua- 
ning.  Their  little  son,  Master  Cliirles  Morris,  who 
has  not  yet  reached  four  years,  fished  patiently  for 
several  hours,  and  handled  his  miniature  rod  as  to 
the  manner  born,  but  unfortunately  without  success. 
The  evening's  fishing  proved  som^wha^j  exciting,  a 
large  number  of  codling  baiug  tiken,  one  of  5Jlb.  by 
Mr.  Waddell,  and  another  of  5lb.  by  Mr.  Dollond, 
proving  the  largest  of  the  capture.  No  one 
patronised  the  pier  early  on  Tuesday  (Oct.  28),  the 
weather  being  extremely  foggy,  aud  daylight  hours 
yielded  very  little  sport ;  but  the  evening  brought  a 
measure  of  success  to  some  dozen  anglers,  the  chief 
takes  being  small  codliugs.  Wednesday  (Oat.  29)  was 
a  charming  day,  but  fish  were  not  to  be  had, 
though  the  most  tempting  baits  ware  offered  them. 
Scarcely  a  dozen  pollack  have  been  taken  during  the 
week,  though  several  ardent  anglers  have  daily 
tempted  them. — J.  Richardson,  B.S.A.S. 

Powey  (Cornwall). — The  fishing  has  much  im- 
proved during  the  past  week.     Pollack  are  very 


plentiful,  and  good  sport  has  been  had  by  boat  anglers. 
We  caught  twenty-five  good  fish  on  Oct.  24,  and  ten  on 
Oct.  28,  and  other  boits  made  good  catches. — H. 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards. — Excellent  sport 
has  been  obtained  during  the  week.  Oct.  26,  sea 
choppy  in  morning,  but  calmed  down  towards  after- 
noon, when  a  good  few  boats  went  out,  returning  with 
good  bags  of  whiting,  plaice,  dabs,  etc.  Oct.  27, 
batwean  fifty  and  sixty  boats  went  off,  the  sea  being 
calm.  All  had  good  takes,  some  I  noticed  being  very 
partial  to  dog  fish.  Oct.  28,  very  fine  day,  calm  sea. 
A  good  number  of  boats  went  off  and  returned  with 
fiLst-rate  takes— whiting  up  to  21b.  Oct.  29,  boats 
hive  brought  in  quantity  of  fish  of  all  kinds,  the 
whiting,  codling,  &c.,  being  very  fine.  Piers  have  done 
very  well  during  the  week.  Everything  in  connection 
with  the  festival  is  now  in  proper  trim.  The  entries 
closed  on  Oct.  27,  with  380  competitors.  This  is  very 
gratifying  to  the  committee  and  hon.  sees.,  who  have 
worked  hard  to  try  and  make  it  a  success.  On  Nov.  3, 
there  will  be  a  grand  smoking  concert,  at  the  Castle 
Hotal,  when  the  prizes  will  be  distributed  by  the 
Mayor  (Alderman  Langham,  J. P.),  supported  by  the 
borough  member,  Maj  jr  Freeman  Thomas,  M.P.  I 
hive  been  asked  to  stata  that  competitors  and  sub- 
scribers  are  welcome.  Weather  fine  ;  very  good  pros- 
pects— A. 

Penzance.— Rod  fishing  from  th?  Newlyn  Pier- 
heads fairly  good — sole,  pollack,  and  chad.  Chad 
abound  in  the  harbour,  and  are  giving  great  sport, 
and  boat  anglers  are  catching  a  few  mickerel,  beside 
pollack;  but  somehow  this  past  summer  has  not  been 
so  good  for  rod  fishers  as  heretofore. — H. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  has  been  very  favjurable 
for  sea  fishing  this  week,  and  several  have  been  out. 
Plenty  of  bass  at  the  Promenade  Pier  and  at  the  West 
Wharf,  whilst  the  larger  ones  have  been  taken  still  at 
the  back  of  Drake's  Island,  which  seems  a  favourite 
spot  for  them.  It  is  just  in  the  run  of  the  tide  as  it 
comes  from  the  Hamoaze,  where  they  are  carrying  on 
the  dredging  on  a  large  scale,  and  this  I  expect 
liberates  a  lot  of  food  in  the  shape  of  worms  and  other 
matter.  Soma  very  large  pollack  were  taken  last  Thurs- 
day outside  the  IBreakwater  with  the  "  Challenger  " 
bait,  and  the  whiting  this  week  are  very  fine.  The 
usual  fishing  from  the  various  piers  gives  good  sport ; 
a  plentiful  supply  of  pollack  is  to  be  had  at  Turn- 
ohapel  Pier. — William  Hbardbr  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate.  —  Boat  fishing  has  been  excellent 
through  the  week  with  the  exception  of  Sunday, 
which  turned  out  a  very  disappointing  day  ;  the  takes 
varied  batween  tan  and  twenty  score,  one  boat,  how- 
ever, reached  thirty.  The  Iron  Pier  has  afforded  good 
sport  to  rod  fishers  with  codling,  whiting,  and  here 
and  there  a  bass ;  the  best  being  a  nice  fish  of  about 
61b.  Anglers  have  also  done  well  from  the  East  and 
West  Piers  with  whiting,  codling,  and  flat  fish  ;  from 
the  steamer  landing-stage  Mr.  Tanton  has  had  two  or 
three  nice  bass  and  a  pollack  of  3lb.,  fishing  at  night. 
Weather  fine,  aud  prospects  for  the  week  good. — Grev 
Mullet. 

ScarhorougH.  —  Mackerel  have  left  the  bay,  but 
there  are  plenty  of  "billet"  codling  and  flat  fish  to 
be  caught  off  the  piers,  and  boat  anglers  are  taking 
silver  whiting,  in  addition  to  other  fish,  in  the 
immediate  bay. — H. 


New  Work  by  "THE  AMATEUR  ANGLER. 


99 


in  preparation. 


Uniform  with  "  An  Old  Man's  Holiday,"  fcap.  8vo.,  with  several  Illustrations,  to  sell  for  2s.  net ;  also  a 
Special  Edition  of  250  copies  for  England  and  America,  printed  on  handmade  paper,  to  sell  for  6s.  net. 
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Walmer.— This  week's  report,  I  am  pleased  to  say, 
is  entirely  favourable.  With  the  fine  weather  pre- 
vailing nearly  all  the  time  good  catches  have  fallen  to 
pretty  well  all  anglers.  The  water  has  been  almost 
"gin  clear,"  and  those  using  the  finest  tackle,  of 
course,  had  a  great  advantage.  Fish  generally 
are  of  better  size  and  in  better  condition. 
Fishing  to-day  (Wednesday),  I  took  some  very  fine 
whiting  up  to  21b.  and  over,  and  others  have  been 
equally  fortunate.  The  big  cod  still  seem  shy.  The 
sprats  have  apparently  deserted  us,  but  will  probably 
return  very  soon.  It  is  rather  early  for  them  to  be 
here  in  any  quantity  yet.  A  few  herrings  have  been 
landed,  but  they  are  still  scarce.  With  the  return  of 
the  sprats  the  angling  season  promises  to  be  a  good 
one.  The  weather  is  very  fine  and  seems  settled. 
Prospects  for  week-end  sport  excellent.  — Charles 
HussBY  (B.S.A.S.) 

Weymonth. — Fishing  has  been  decidedly  better 
the  past  week,  no  doubt  on  account  of  the  finer 
weather.  A  few  mackerel  on  hook  and  line  have  been 
taken  in  the  bay,  also  a  lot  of  bass  and  pollack.  I 
myself  have  been  very  fortunate,  for  I  have  taken  a 
considerable  quantity  of  nice  sized  pollack  at  the  new 
breakwater.  Bass  and  pollack  are  coming  up  the 
harbour  well,  and  as  the  tides  are  now  beginning  to 
rise  again  no  doubt  we  shall  get  some  good  fishing, 
providing  the  weather  holds  up  decent.  Fine  to-day, 
wind  from  the  south ;  sea  smooth. — A.  G.  Rowell. 


Ilssocialiotts 

(Sfhoial  Meetings). 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  general  committee  will  meet  on  Monday, 
Nov.  3,  at  8.30  p.m. — II.  Woodruff. 

The  Crown  and  Buckland  Angling  Society  will 
have  a  visit  on  the  No.   2  district  on  Monday 
evening,  Nov.  3. 
ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£1  4s.  8d.  from  donation  box  of  Phcenix  Angling 
Society.  Am  glad  to  say  have  received  life  member's 
subscription,  per  Mr.  Marston,  for  Mr.  Adkins,  of 
Barnt  Green,  Worcestershire.  The  committee  met 
on  Friday,  Oct.  24,  when  one  grant  was  made. 
Next  meeting  Nov.  14. — W.  H.  Barber,  9,  Hetley- 
road,  Shepherd's  Bush. 

CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OP  LONDON  ANGLING 

CLUBS— 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  this  association 
will  be  held  on  Nov.  3,  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. 

British  Sba-Anglebs'  Society — 

On  Wednesday  last  this  Society  held  a  most  suc- 
cessful exhibition  of  sea-fishing  tackle  and  appli- 
ances in  their  Fetter-lane  rooms,  and  were  admir- 
ably assisted  by  the  trade  and  by  private  exhibitors. 
The  collection  was  unique  in  its  completeness,  and 
the  rooms  were  crowded  all  the  time.  Messrs.  G. 
Little  and  Co.,  of  the  Haymarket ;  Holbrow  and  Co., 
Duke-street,  St.  James's  ;  A.Carter  and  Co.,Rosebery 
Avenue  ;  and  A.  Gamage  and  Co.,  Holborn,  had  well 
filled  stalls  and  able  representatives  present,  and 
the  information  the  members  and  their  friends 
present  couldn't  get,  didn't  matter.  Rods,  lines, 
paternosters,  ledgers,  gut,  hooks,  reels,  Ijaits — 
the  whole  paraphernalia  were  there  in  all  their 
varieties,  and  were  keenly  criticised  by  men  who 
knew  and  could  appreciate  excellence.  The  usual 
business  was,  however,  gone  through.  Reports  from 
agents  at  Burnham,  Southend,  Deal,  Penzance, 
and  other  places  were  read,  also  written  communi- 
cations from  members.  Mr.  T.  B.  Bates,  at  Lowes- 
toft, with  Mrs.  Bates,  had  been  having  good  catches 
of  whiting,  but  few  codling.  Tides  bad  for  pier 
fishing ;  Mr.  Bond  had  taken  a  2()lb.  cod  from  the 
boat.  Mr.  Croft  Handley  added  another  specimen 
fish  certificate  for  a  131b.  pollack  caught  at  Coverack, 
where  he  had  spent  a  pleasant  month,  marred  only 
by  the  bad  weather,  which  had  only  allowed  him  five 
really  good  days  of  spot t.  Had  been  catching  good 
bream  up  to  41b  ,  pollack,  good  plaice  and  whiting, 
and  had  found  the  sand-eel  a  splendid  bait.  Pilchard 
was  not  yet  in,  or  better  sport  would  have  been  had  ; 
took  901b.  of  pollack  one  day,  of  good  size ;  a 
pleasant,  gossipy  recital  with  a  tale  of  a  dreadful 
juillemot,  by  whom  he  had  been  haunted  and 
hunted.  Mr.  Edwards,  at  Deal,  had  had  a  narrow 
escape  of  being  run  down  by  a  liig  steamer — without 
a  look-out,  and  members  were  cautioned  that  a  power- 
ful whistle  in  such  cases  was  the  only  practical  way  of 
warning.  Mr.  George  Herbert,  junr.— poor  sport  at 
Burnham,  but  brought  a  fine  specimen,  pronounced 
to  be  a  "Bculpin."  Mr.  Mallett  called  attention  to 
a  charge  of  five  shillings  newly  levied  upon  men 
fishing  from  boats  olf  Mersea  Island,  within  the 
buoyed  grounds  of  the  Colchester  fisheries.  Mr.  G. 
Read  Clarke  reported  that  Mr.  Taylor  had  taken  a 
151b.  cod  outside  the  Deal  bank  buoy,  and  that  no 
less  than  eighty-six  boats,  fishing  off  Deal,  were 


counted  at  one  time,  and  all  getting  fish.  Mr.  R. 
C.  Graham  triumphantly  called  attention  to 
the  convictions  obtained  against  the  Leigh  white- 
baiters  for  destroying  immature  fish  by  capturing 
whitebait  at  Southend  in  the  close  season.  Three  of 
them  were  heavily  fined.  It  was  really  time  that  the 
fisheries  committee's  bye-laws  were  put  in  full  force. 
The  authorities,  it  is  understood,  have  somewhat 
artfully  changed  inspectors  with  another  part  of  the 
coast.  Hence  these  tears.  Dissertations  upon  their 
specialities  were  then  given  by  the  representatives  of 
the  exhibitors,  who  had  to  answer  a  lively  fire  of 
inquiries  and  remarks,  and  acquitted  themselves 
well.  Votes  of  thanks  were  accorded  to  them,  one 
and  all,  for  the  great  care  and  trouble  they  had 
taken,  nicely  responded  to  by  Mr.  F.  H.  Clay 
(Carter  &  Co.),  who  said  they  were  all  pleased  with 
their  reception,  and  confirmed  the  statement  that 
the  season  having  brought  on  a  rush  of  orders,  the 
boom  in  sea  fishing  was  well  proven.  The  chairman 
again  called  attention  to  the  necessity  of  securing 
boats  and  men  for  the  November  Deal  competition, 
gave  notice  of  the  subject  of  next  Wednesday's 
meeting,  "  The  Hastings  Fishing  Festival,"  and  of 
the  musical  evening  on  Nov.  12,  and  urged  members 
to  make  early  entries  for  the  Deal  competition.  A 
hearty  vote  to  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin,  the  chairman  of  the 
meeting,  brought  a  successful  meeting  to  a  very  late 
close. 

City  op  London  Pibcatobial  Society — 

A  very  large  company  assembled  at  the  Queen 
Anne's  Restaurant,  Cheapside,  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  28, 
on  the  occasion  of  a  C.L.P.S.  musical  evening. 
Numerous  members  and  friends  (including  many 
ladies),  t  )gether  with  several  distinguished  visitors, 
filled  the  spacious  room  to  its  utmost  capacity, 
Mr  A.  E.  Palmer,  C.C.,  taking  the  chair.  There  was 
a  fine  programme  of  music,  both  vocal  and  instru- 
mental, the  items  being  so  numerous  and  well  chosen 
that  every  possible  taste  found  something  to  admire. 
The  artistes,  both  ladies  and  gentlemen,  without  ex- 
tion,  earned  well  deserved  applause,  the  singing  of 
the  ladies  being  j,'reatly  appreciated,  whilst  that  of 
the  gentlemen  left  nothing  to  be  desired.  There 
were  several  fine  instrumental  performances — in  one 
item  a  trio  for  two  violins  and  piano,  two  ladies 
taking  part.  The  clever  performance  of  the  comic 
items  in  the  lighter  part  of  the  entertainment  sent 
the  audience  into  convulsions  of  laughter,  which 
was  especially  the  case  in  an  "extra"  (The  Minnis 
Marionettes),  that  was  mirth  provoking  to  the 
utmost  degree — this  without  disparagement  to  those 
excellent  "comics,"  Messrs.  Harry  Hall,  J.  Welch, 
and  O'Hagan,  who  were  greatly  appreciated. 
"  The  Angler's  Song  ''  (from  Izaak  Walton)  had  a 
place  in  the  programme,  Mr.  E.  J.  Wilson  render- 
ing it  very  nicely,  with  a  violin  introduction  by  Mr. 
E.  C.  Parker,  G.S.M.  It  is  impossible  to  mention 
the  artistes  individually — refined  gold  will  not  be 
improved  by  gilding.  However,  it  must  not  be 
omitted  to  state  that  the  chairman  was  very  ably 
assisted  by  Mr.  R.  Snare  in  the  vice-chair ;  also 
that  the  stewards,  Messrs.  Williams  and  Salisbury, 
were  most  assiduous  in  their  duties.  Mr.  F. 
Gauntlett  Haskins  was  a  very  capable  accom- 
panist, whilst  the  musical  directors,  Messrs.  C.  W. 
Lambert  (who  was  also  greatly  appreciated  vocally) 
and  Alf.  Dewell  proved  admirable  managers. 
On  the  motion  of  the  hon.  secretary  a  vote  of 
thanks  was  most  enthusiastically  passed  to  the 
artistes  and  others  who  had  assisted  in  rendering 
the  entertainment  so  great  a  success.  The  chair- 
man also  received  a  well-deservtd  vote,  the  vice 
chairman  being  duly  thanked  in  the  same  way. 
"  God  Save  the  King  "  (the  solo  beautifully  sung  by 
Madame  Clara  Dowle)  closed  a  most  successful 
evening's  entertainment. 

Qbesham  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  F.  C.  Buckingham  occupied  the  chair  on 
Tuesdiy  evening  last.  The  routine  business  having 
been  disposed  of,  the  members  present  gave  their 
fishing  experiences.  Messrs.  Gill  and  Hicks  paid  a 
week-end  visit  to  Dungeness  and  were  rewarded 
with  ten  score  whiting  and  dabs.  They  saw  quan- 
tities of  bass  disporting  themselves  in  the  surf,  but 
failed  to  make  a  closer  acquaintanceship  with  them. 
Mr.  Emery  succeeded  in  securing  chub,  roach,  and 
dace  from  the  Lea,  and  also  his  first  bag  of  flatfish 
from  Leigh.  Mr.  Zerfass  showed  a  tray  of  nice 
roach  from  the  Kennet.  Mr.  Marshall,  fishing  at 
Deal,  a  quantity  of  whiting  and  flatfish.  Mr. 
Norman  visited  Newhaven,  but  the  weather 
was  not  conducive  to  good  sport.  Mr.  F.  Gray 
three  dozen  flatfish  from  Leigh.  An  outing  to 
Burnham  -  on  -  Crouch  on  October  25  was  very 
much  enjoyed  by  Messrs.  Haywood,  Buckingham, 
Chasteney,  and  Eldred  and  their  friends.  Very  fair 
bags  of  whiting  of  good  size  were  made.  Members 
visiting  this  place  could  not  do  better  than  employ 
Mr.  G.  Bourne,  High-street,  Burnham,  as  he  is 
most  obliging  and  anxious  to  show  his  patrons  sport. 
His  craft,  the  Victoria  is  an  ideal  fishing  boat 
for  a  party,  and  his  charges  are  very  reasonable.  It 
is  particularly  requested  that  members  who  intend 


visiting  Deal  on  Nov.  S  or  10  will  communicate  with 
the  secretary  as  early  as  possible  so  that  arrange- 
ments may  be  made  to  have  boats  and  bait  in 
readiness.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the 
meeting.— F.  E.  Eldred,  Hon.  Ssc. 

HiQHBDBY  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  F  J.  Hudd  presided  at  our  meeting  on  Oct.  29. 
Many  members  have  been  fishing,  but  with  poor 
results.  Mr.  A.  J.  Hersant  has  recorded  roach  of 
lib.  6|oz.  and  lib.  2f  oz.,  the  best  brace  out  of  a  lot 
from  our  Barford  fishery.  Messrs.  G.  Rayner,  A.  J. 
Hersant,  C.  G.  Spencer,  J.  Potter,  W.  T.  Attwood, 
G.  Westrup,  and  R.  G.  Woodruff  have  taken  a  large 
number  of  pike,  but  they  have  run  small,  the  best 
(taken  by  the  last  named)  being  a  fish  of  8lb. 
Next  Wednesday  the  "  smoker  "  starts  at  8.30,  and 
members  are  requested  to  turn  up  punctually. — G.  W. 

Ilfobd  and  Distbict  Piscatorial  Society — 

The  above  society  will  hold  a  special  meeting  at 
the  Angel  Hotal,  High-street,  llford,  on  Nov.  4,  at 
8  p.m.  sharp,  when  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  will  read  a 
paper  upon  "  Pike  and  Pike  Fishing."  All  anglers 
and  friends  are  cordially  invited.  During  the  past 
fortnight  many  members  have  had  some  splendid 
takes  of  roach  from  the  sosiety's  preserved  water 
at  Langford  Hall,  near  Maldon,  Essex.  JOur  Anglers' 
Benevolent  box  will  i  be  opened,  and  a  smoking 
concert  will  follow  tlie  lecture. 

Piscatorial  Society — 

There  was  a  display  of  very  fine  fish  on  the  trays 
at  Monday's  meeting,  Mr.  T.  H.  Bacon  in  the  chair, 
Mr.  Horace  Brown  exhibited  five  grand  Kennet 
dace,  weighing  31b.  IS.Joz  ,  all  taken  with  the  dry 
fly.  Unluckily  the  vice-president  could  not  secure  a  T| 
sixth  fish  scaling  over  6dz  ,  otherwise  the  handsome 
and,  as  yet,  unwon  silver  cup,  offered  by  Mr.  Frank 
Ward  for  half  a  dozen  dace,  would  have  rewarded 
the  angler  for  his  painstaking  efforts  to  capture  it. 
Mr.  Brown  also  had  a  small  grayling.  Two  brace 
of  the  thjTue-scented  fish  were  shown  by  Mr.  H.  P. 
Thompson,  the  heaviest  specimen  weighing  when 
landed  lib.  12oz.  It  was  a  well-shaped  and  beauti- 
fully-spotted Avon  grayling,  and  formed  an  item  in 
a  large  basket  of  six  and  a  half  brace  made  on  that 
famous  river.  The  killing  fly  was  the  Silver  Witch. 
Another  good  catch  of  grayling  was  reported,  the 
successful  fisherman  being  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt.  His 
bag  was  made  on  the  Kennet,  and  totalled  five  and 
a  half  brace,  the  best  fish  going  lib.  8oz.  Ten  fish 
succumbed  to  the  attractions  of  the  gold-ribbed 
Witch.  As  showing  the  supreme  "  cussedness  "  of 
Thyviallus,  Mr.  Rolt  mentioned  that  on  the  day 
following  his  splendid  sport  on  the  Kennet,  he 
fished  the  Lambourn  under  identical  conditions  of  ; 
wind  and  weather,  and  though  he  tried  diligently  ; 
from  nine  till  five  he  failed  to  rise  a  single  grayling.  ' 
Mr.  H.  E.  W.  Johnson  told  how  he  killed  his  IGlb.  ' 
salmon  on  the  Deveron,  and  Mr.  E.  K.  Foreman 
gave  an  account  of  his  holiday  on  the  same  river. 
From  an  angling  standpoint  this  had  been  most 
unsatisfactory  by  reason  of  the  dearth  of  water  on 
the  one  hand  and  roaring  spates  and  high  up- 
stream winds  on  the  other.  Captain  A.  E.  Hayward 
Pinch  had  a  couple  of  pike  going  61b.  from  the 
Kennet,  but  nothing  further  had  been  done  at 
Newbury.  The  date  of  the  annual  supper  has  been 
changed  from  Nov.  24  to  Deo.  1,  the  first-mentioned 
day  clashing  with  the  B.S.A.  competition  at  Deal. — 
M.  G.  E.  DE  C. 

South  London  Anglebs'  United  Visiting  List — 
The  outing  for  a  grand  series  of  prizes  takes  place 
on  Nov.  2  at  Wargrave.  Visit  to  Oglandera,  Tuesday 
next,  Nov.  4.— A.  G.  Smith. 


A  FINE  PIKE  CAUGHT  NEAR 
HEREFORD. 


Whilst  fishing  with  rod  and  line  in  the  river  Wye, 
just  above  The  Carrots  Inn,  Hampton  Bishop,  near 
Hereford,  at  5  p.m.  on  Thursday,  Oct.  23,  Mr.  Henry 
Corey,  of  5,  Blackfriars-street,  Hereford,  succeeded  in 
hooking  and— after  a  hard  fight— landing  a  large  pike, 
which  turned  the  scale  at  over  201b.  and  was  in  the 
pink  of  condition.  It  took  over  half-an-hour  to  bring 
the  fish  sufficiently  near  to  get  the  landing-net  under 
it,  when  it  was  found  that  the  net  (although  a  large 
one)  was  too  small.  The  fish  was  ultimately  landed. 
Its  capture  was  not  effected  without  incident,  how- 
ever, as  Mr.  Capel  Wheatstone,  son  of  the  proprietor 
of  The  Carrots,  on  being  informed  that  Mr.  Corey  had 
a  large  pike  "  on  "  and  needed  help,  very  kindly  went 
to  his  assistance.  On  getting  hold  of  the  fish  it  made 
a  sudden  dive,  and  the  bank  just  now  being  very 
slippery  and  treacherous  Mr.  Wheatstone  lost  his 
balance  and  was  obliged  to  follow  the  fish  into  the 
water  which,  although  not  over  warm  at  this  time  of 
the  year,  fortunately  was  not  deep.  Ultimately, 
however,  as  stated,  he  landed  the  fish  and  himself,  and 
was  apparently  highly  amused  at  having  been  compelled 
to  take  an  involuntaty  Ai^p.— Hereford  Tvms. 
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Fac-simile  Signaturejf  y^L.,^^^ 


ARTERS 

ITTLE 

IVER 
PILLS 


Absorutely  CUTC 
BILIOUSNESS. 
SICK  HEADACHE. 
TORP.D  LIVER. 
FURRED TONGUE 
INDIGESTION. 
CONSTIPATION. 
DIZZINESS. 
SALLOW  SKIN 


They  TOUCH  the 


LIV 


Genuine  Wrapper  Printed  on 
WHITE  PAPER.  BLUE  LETTERS. 

Ijook  for  the  Signature 


THE  SPECKLED 
BROOK  TROUT 

Edited  and  Illustrated  by 

LOUIS  RHEAD. 
16/-  net. 


LONI)ON  : 

SA.MPSON  Low,  MARSTON  <fe  CO.,  LTI>., 

St.  I>iin9tan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C.  k 


RUN  NO  RISK 


THE  WORST  COUGH 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  recommended  to 
ANGLERS 

BT  TBB 

FISHING  GAZETTE 


GISHUR8TINE. 

The  Best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  Londgn. 


THE 

Indian  Sportlna  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

CiRCDLATBS  THKOtlOHODT  INDIA,  CEYLON, 
BURMAH  AND  ASSAM. 

The  Only  Sporting  Paper  in  Western  India. 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 

FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 
FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  <fec. 

Published  every  Sunday.    Subscription  16«.  per 
annum.   Single  copies,  Id.,  post  free. 

Printed  and  Published  at  Times  of  India  Press, 
Bombay. 

LONDON  OFFUR  :  121,  FLEET  STREET,  E.C. 
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COMFORTABLE.      WILL  NOT  SLIP. 
ALL  PIKE  ANGLERS  SHOULD  WEAR  THEM. 

Price  27/6,  26/2  net. 

ANDERSON,  ANDERSON  &  ANDERSON,  Ltd. 

37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  ION  DON,  E.C. 

LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Fish : — 
Trout,  Salmon,  Grayling,  Char,  Bass,  Sunfish,  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  Dace, 
Tench,   Golden  Orfe,   Golden  Tench,  Goldfish,   Eels,  Crayfish,  Gudgeon, 
Minnows,  Burbot,  &c. 

Guaranteed  Safe  Delivery  in  Perfection  Carriers. 

Also  Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Tanks,  Fish-food,  Apparatus,  and  Advice. 
Large  Crops  of  Rainbows  and  Carp  yearlings.    Grayling  limited. 


Address—      THOIVIAS  FORD, 
]M[£i.noi*     Fisl:iex*y,     C£i.istox>,  ILiincolnsli.i]?e. 


PRICE  LISTS  FREE. 


ESTABLISHED  1880. 


HOLLAND'S 
FLOATING 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS. 

SpeciaJitis^ : 

Trammels,  Drags,  Shoes. 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS. 


Fisheries  laid  out  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate. 
40  years'  experience. 


Price* 


applicatior . 


FLIES  ■  doz. 


CfiHh  with  OTfleT.       29.  THE  SQUARE.  WINCHESTER.  HANTS. 


"LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

&D  Illustrated  French  Angling  Paper,  published  the  1st  and  15th  of  each  month. 

Annual  Siib.Hci'iption,  6s.  6d. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Directors— Wyers  Frkrks,30,  Quai  de  Louvre,  Parjg 
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^offings       f^c  l^^ag. 

If  it  were  not  for  hope  the  heart  woidd  break. 


Haste  to  Hastings  for  the  Great  Sea  Fishing 
Festival  on  Nov.  1,  2,  3.  From  the  latest  reports  I 
gather  that  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  are  looking 
forward  to  a  complete  invasion — such  as  has  not 
happened  since  the  battle  of  Hastings — with  which,  I 
believe,  a  Mr.  Harold  had  something  to  do.  May 
history  repeat  itself,  and  all  who  visit  the  old  Cinque 
Port  become  conquerors. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central  Asso- 
ciation will  be  held  on  Monday  evening,  Nov.  3,  at 
the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. 


Me.  Bbn  Abrahams'  gigantic  competition  which 
will  take  place  on  Nov.  23  at  Richmond-on-Thames 
will  be  open  to  all  comers— entrance  fee,  one  bhilling. 
Already  sixty-six  prizes  are  on  view  at  25,  Silver- 
street,  Notting-hili-gate.  This  competition  promises 
to  be  the  most  successful  ever  engineered  by  popular 
"  Ben." 


Mr.  and  Mks.  Henby  Ball,  with  their  son 
Frederick,  fishing  at  Deal  off  the  Second  Battery  on 
Oct.  25,  caught  259  whiting  (many  over  lib.)  and  a 
fine  "Nurse"  dog. 


Spa-re  the  Rod. 

[In  Wisconsin,  U.S.A.,  a  Bill  has  been  passed  in- 
flicting a  fine  on  fishermen  who  exaggerate  the  extent 
of  their  catch.] 

Surprise  and  pain  our  bosoms  rack, 

And  mortified  we  feel. 
'Tis  time  to  stand  upon  our  rights. 

My  brethren  of  the  creel. 
The  tales  we  tell— I  know  it  well — 

Want  pruning  now  and  then. 
But  say,  are  we,  and  only  we, 

Imaginative  men  ? 

Is  Jones  to  boast  of  drives  at  golf 

That  travelled  out  of  sight? 
Is  Smith  to  prate  of  how  he  shot 

Those  woodcock  left  and  right  ? 
Shall  Brown's  excited  fancy  play 

Upon  his  infant  son. 
And  all  the  marvels  he  performed 

Although  his  age  is  one. 

And  shall  there  be  no  check  for  Brown, 

No  tax  on  Jones's  myths '? 
And  shall  our  legislators  pass 

Unmoved  those  yarns  of  Smith's? 
Shall  such  as  these  say  what  they  please, 

While  we  must  pay  a  fine  ? 
Not  only  those  who  throw  it  should 

Be  taught  to  draw  the  line.— P.  G.  W. 


The  City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society  had  a 
musical  evening  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  28,  at  Queen 
Anne's  Restaurant,  Gheadsipe.  Thtre  was  a  brilliant 
company,  ladies  adding  charm  to  the  assembly. 
Eveiy  praise  is  due  to  the  musical  directo-s,  Messrs. 
C.  W.  Lambert  (City  of  London  Piscatorial  S(ciety) 
and  Alf  Dewell,  whoarrai  ged  a  delightful  programme, 
and  to  the  stewards,  Messrs.  V  illitms  and  Salisbury, 
who  made  every  arrangement  for  the  comfort  of  a 
crowded  and  delighted  audience.  Mr.  A.  E.  Palmer, 
C.C.,  presided,  the  vice-chairman  being  Mr.  R.  Snare 
(City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society). 


On  Wednesday  night  I  fou' d  myself  in  the  charming 
club-room  of  the  B.S  A.S.  For  a  moment  I  fancied 
myself  on  the  deck  of  the  Gaod  Hope,  for  there  was 
bunting  enough  for  a  first-class  cruiser,  but  fishing 
tackle  to  right  and  left,  before  and  behind,  soon 
reminded  me  that  the  members  of  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society  even  when  on  pleasure  bent  have 
evidently  practical  minds. 

***** 

There  was  a  display  of  tackle  fit  to  take  anything 
from  a  sprat  to  a  mermaid.  Everything  was  so  good 
that  I  wanted  to  award  a  gold  medal  to  each  exhibitor 
of  rods,  reels,  lines,  hooks,  leads,  booms,  paternosters, 
rubber  baits,  flies,  etc.,  etc.  Let  me  itention  the  ex- 
hibitors in  alphabetical  order.  Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.,  of 
137,  St.  John-street-road,  claimed  much  attention  for 
their  "Lead-all"  lines  of  wonderful  holding  capacity. 
Their  "Gladwin"  pollack  rod  is  a  marvel,  and 
the  ''Herbert"  combination  tackle  for  cod  and 
whiting  is  neat,  effective,  and  very  cheap.  There 
is  now  some  prospect  of  Mr.  Gunn's  new  sea-reel 
being  obtained  through  the  agency  of  Messrs.  Carter 
&  Co  ,  of  which  more  anon.  Messrs.  A.  W.  damage 
(Ltd.),  of  Holborn,  showed  very  serviceable  rods — 
wonderful  value  for  the  money — and  an  endless 
variety  of  wood  reels,  baskets,  creels,  etc.    The  sea 


angler,  armed  cap-d-pie  by  Messrs.  Gamage,  would 
indeed  feel  fit  to  tackle  anything.  Messrs.  Holbrow 
&  Co.,  of  40,  Duke-street,  W.,  exhibited  the  tplit-cane 
rod  which  caught  thj  1501b.  tarpon  now  on  exhibition 
in  the  society's  rooms,  and  had  special  features  in 
sea-reels  and  an  entirely  new  straight-pull  pater- 
noster for  sea  fishing.  Another  exhibit  was  the 
B.S. A.S.  new  sea-reels,  at  very  low  prices.  Messrs. 
G.  Little  &  Co.,  of  63,  Haymarket,  had  a 
splendid  show  of  the  reds  and  tackle  pictured  in  the 
their  dainty  catalogue,  such  as  box  for  sea  tackle, 
special  rubber  baits,  sea  flies,  sea  paternosters,  revol- 
ving rings  for  top  joints,  special  bar  spoons,  etc.  Their 
trade-mark  —  a  silver  gra)liDg  —  is  a  guarantee  of 
excellence.  I  joined  in  the  thanks  given  to  the 
exhibitors  who  muit  have  taken  immense  pains  to 
make  such  a  fine  show — pains  which  had  compeiisation 
in  the  unstinted  praise  of  practical  expert  anglers, 
from  whom  praise  can  be  valued  as  praise  indeed. 


I  HEAR  from  my  friend,  Mr.  J.  Wright,  of  Burnham- 
on-Crouch,  that  over  200  anglers'  tickets  were  collected 
there  on  Oct.  26.  Ttiis  is  really  a  record  attendance, 
tome  had  splendid  takes  and  others  hardly  any  ;  "  atd 
no  wonder,"  says  Mr.  Wright,  "  for  some  seemed  too 
careless  to  properly  handle  the  rod,  teeming  to 
imagine  that  tish  would  hook  themselves  on  to  lines 
just  baited  aiid  thrown  ove: board," 

•  ♦  «  *  * 

Six  members  of  the  West  London  Angling  Society 
had  a  friendly  competition  against  six  members  of  the 
Walham  Green  Angling  Society,  the  latter  proving 
the  victors  by  about  sixteen  fish.  Mr.  Jilsmore  am 
two  friends  were  down  on  Saturday  and  had  very 
good  sport,  and  out  again  on  the  Sunday  before  the 
train  come  in,  and  caught  sixty-five  good  fish.  Messrs. 
Cooper,  T.  Taylor,  and  Wright  in  one  af tern  on  caught 
125  fish  in  the  Ness  Hole.  The  next  day  Teady 
Bourne  and  Mr.  Wright  took  from  the  same  place 
107  fish,  with  five  very  good  dabs,  all  of  which  goes 
to  show  that  Burnham-on-Crouch  deserves  its  good 
reputation. 


The  Salmon. 
Down  in  the  depths  of  some  clear  pool  he  lies. 
Lazily  watching  the  smooth  surface  break 
With  the  light  kiss  of  Nature's  sombre  flies 
That  tempt  not,  nor  are  gay  enough  to  wake 
Him  from  his  dreams ;  he  will  not  deign  to  rise 
Till  some  art-fashioned  lure  from  angler's  creel 
Falls  o'er  him,  then  the  whirring  of  the  reel 
And  rushing  line  claim  him  a  weighty  prize. 

Prize?  nay,  the  fight  is  only  just  begun. 
Up  stream  and  down  he  plunges  to  and  fro. 
Raising  with  angry  tail  a  shower  of  sprav. 
His  silver  armour  gleaming  in  the  sun. 
And,  till  the  gaff  has  dealt  a  skilful  blow. 
He  yet  may  live  to  fight  another  day.       R.  A. 


I  UNDERSTAND  that  the  king  carp,  which  Mr.  H. 
Smith-Bosanquet  so  kindly  gave  to  the  Crown  Hotel 
water  at  Broxbourne,  were  supplied  a  few  years  ago 
by  Mr.  Tbomas  Ford,  of  the  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor, 
Lincolnshire,  and  were  then  only  2in.  to  iin.  long. 
He  sent  some  to  Valencia,  in  Spain,  of  the  same  bizs, 
and  in  five  years  they  weighed  upwards  of  30Ib.  So 
much  for  a  warm  climate !  It  is  not  unusual  for 
them  to  reach  61b.  in  three  years  in  England. 


It  is  a  common  belief,  say-s  the  Sun,  that  all  fish 
simply  deposit  their  eggs  in  the  water  and  leave  them 
to  be  hatched  as  best  they  may.  Such,  however,  is 
not  the  case.  A  catfish  has  been  caught  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  that  drops  its  eggs  around,  and 
makes  the  male  fish  swim  after  her  and  catch  the 
eggs  in  its  mouth,  where  they  are  carried  for  sjme 
weeks  until  hatched.  During  this  time  the  unfor- 
tunate male  can  eat  nothing,  and  so  grows  thin  and 
lank.  The  fish  is  a  little  more  than  a  foot  long,  with 
enormous  jaws  and  mouth.  This  equal  division  of 
labour  is  peculiar  to  all  eittisl»  except  one  species. 


At  Shardlow,  near  Derby,  on  Oct.  27,  an  inquest 
was  held  on  the  body  of  Mr.  William  Gregory,  a 
well-known  Nottingham  angler  and  a  member  of  the 
Wellington  Angling  Club  in  that  city,  who  was  drowned 
whilst  fishing  in  the  Trent  last  week.  No  one  saw  him 
fall  into  the  water,  but  circumstances  left  little  doubt 
that  it  was  an  accident,  the  small  punt  in  which  he 
was  last  seen  alive  being  afterwards  found  empty  in  a 
dangerous  current.  A  verdict  of  "  Accidental  death  " 
was  returned,  the  jury  expressing  sympathy  with  the 
widow  and  family.  Deceased  was  for  twenty-seven 
yeaiH  organist  at  St.  Barnabas's  Roman  Catholic 
Cathedral,  Nottingham. 


Mil  F.  Keen,  of  Maldon,  writes :  "Several  anglers 
were  here  on  Oct.  26,  and  caught  some  excellent  roach 
from  the  Langford  and  lieeleigh  waters.  Th?  best 
sport  was  had  with  boiled  wheat  as  bait. 


Mr.  J.  Leigh  writes :  "  Fishing  at  Deal  on  Oct.  25, 
Mr.  George  de  G.  Hill,  of  Dulwich,  and  myself 
(attended  by  boatman,  Dick  Philpott)  caught  four 
hundred  and  forty-eight  whiting,  twenty  dogfish,  one 
conger,  and  two  mackerel ;  the  whole  were  secured 
near  the  Bank  Buoy  (off  the  pier),  and  between  7.30 
a.m.  and  4  p.m."    [A  really  splendid  catch.] 


The  lady-bird  is  a  fast  goer,  being  able  to  travel 
20,000,000,000  times  its  own  length  in  an  hour.  This 
works  out  at  500  miles  a  minute.  A  lady-bird  could 
about  cover  the  ground  and  attend  all  the  festivals, 
competitions,  dinners,  and  concerts  to  which  1  am 
invited  this  winter. 


The  "  Gibson  "  Calendar  for  1903,  published  from 
the  office  of  "  Pictorial  Comedy,"  Red  Lion  House, 
Red  Lion-court,  Fleet-street,  E  C  ,  is  a  very  artistic 
production,  containing  illustrations  by  the  famous 
American  black-and-white  artist,  Charles  Dana  Gibson, 
whose  drawings  are  well  known  in  this  country  through 
the  medium  of "  Pictorial  Comedy  "  and  "  Snap-Shots." 
The  calendar  for  each  month  is  printed  on  a  feparattj 
"board,"  accompanied  by  a  large  "Gibson"  and 
corner  vigrettes,  and  the  twelve  months  are  linked 
together  with  a  crimson  silk  cord.  The  effect  is  very 
artistic,  and  though  10^.  6d.  may  seem  heavy,  the 
elegance  of  the  calendar  is  bound  to  attract  purchasers. 


A  Wonderful  Fisher's  Net. 

There's  a  wondrous  fisher's  net,  my  lads. 

Men  call  it  "Earnest  Prayer"; 
They  cast  it  deep  in  the  bjundless  tide 

Of  God's  great  love  and  care. 

And  Faith,  my  lads,  is  the^trong  right  arm 

That  draws  it  safely  in, 
And  never  an  empty  trawl  comes  back. 

For  Faith's  desire  shall  win. 

Where  two  or  three  in  their  fisher  boat 

Upon  the  billows  ride. 
The  Master  sails,  and  He  guides  the  hands 

That  cast  it  o'er  the  side. 

Through  the  long  dark  night  He  bids  them  wait, 

Patience  aids  best  their  toil ; 
But  he  who  waits  for  the  Lord  to  bless 

Shall  reap  the  richest  spoil. 

It  matters  not  if  this  net  be  oast 

When  scorching  suns  are  high  ; 
It  matters  not  in  what  ocean  deep 

The  strong  true  mesh  shall  lie. 

And  never  a  storm  hath  power  to  rend 

That  priceless  net  away ; 
y^t  unbelief,  how  it  cuts  the  mesh 

Like  rocks  in  a  shallow  bay  I 

We  cast  our  nets,  and  we  gather  them 

At  morn  and  quiet  eve. 
But  the  guerdon  full  of  faithful  prayer 

Not  here  shall  we  receive. 

The  boats  are  gathering  fast,  my  lads. 

Where  gleams  the  crystal  sea ; 
E'en  now  thay  pass  o'er  the  waves  of  death 

To  God's  eternity. 

And  there,  my  lads,  may  await  us  yet 

The  secret  spoil  of  prayer ; 
The  soul  brought  home  by  our  fieher's  net 

May  rise  to  greet  us  there. 

— E.  G.  Stuart  in  Toilers  of  the  Deep. 


The  last  great  November  Festival,  the  57th  annual 
show  of  the  National  Chrysanthemum  Society,  will  be 
held  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
and  Thursday,  Nov.  4,  5,  and  6.  The  whole  of  the 
premises  will  be  converted  into  a  beautiful  flower 
garden,  and  the  unique  display  will  be  a  fitting  ter- 
mination of  the  twenty-six  November  displays  that 
havd  been  witnessed  at  the  Aquarium. 


Spectator  :  "  Well,  a  man  needs  patience  when  the 
fish  ain't  bitin'."  Angler:  "Yes;  or  else  some  good 
liquor — say,  '  John  Dewar,  white  label.'  " 


The  following  is  copied  from  the  heading  of  a  bill 
for  goods  supplied  to  a  tourist  from  a  shop  in  a  small 
Welsh  watering-place : — 

"ONE  PRICE,  AND  READY  MONEY. 

"Bought  of  J  J  ,  linen  and  woollen  draper; 

hatter;  grocer;  tea-dealer;  seedsman;  bookseller; 
music  publisher ;  wholesale  jeweller  and  watchmaker ; 
general  ironmonger ;  dealer  in  toys  and  all  kinds  of 
fancy  goods.  Agent  for  all  kinds  and  descriptions  of 
agricultural  implements ;  window  glass,  sheet  and> 
plate.  Terms,  6d.  in  the  £  for  ready  cash  ;  one  month's, 
credit,  4d.  in  the  £;  two  months'  credit,  2d.  in  the  £; 
twelve  months,  I  do  not  receive  the  money  then. 
N.B. — I  am  also  postmaster  and  newsagent." 

N.B.  No.  2.— J         J  ■  only  needs  to  be  an 

angler  and  a  journalist  and  he  will  not  then  wonder 
what  to  do  with  bis  spare  time,  Pragnet. 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Provincial 
Angling  Assojiation  was  held  on  Saturday  evening 
last,  at  the  White  Swan  Hotel,  Edmund-street,  Bir- 
mingham. The  meeting  was  not  so  well  attended  as 
in  former  years ;  this  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  Birming- 
ham Association  seceding  from  the  Association,  but 
the  clubs  outside  Birmingham  were  fully  represented. 
The  balance  sheet  went  to  show  that  about  £200  lay 
in  the  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Association.  A  number 
of  new  stations  on  the  G.  W.  E.  and  L.N.W.  railways 
were  granted.  Mr.  H.  Miller  was  nominated  as  the  new 
representative  on  the  Severn  Fishery  Board.  The  elect- 
tion  of  officers  resulted  inMr.  R.  WingSeld,  of  Worcester, 
being  elected  as  president,  and  Messrs.  Frost,  of 
Bristol,  and  Sadler,  of  Kidderminster,  vice-president'' ; 
Jlr.  J.  Hughes,  Birmingham,  treasurer,  and  Mr.  H. 
W.  Miller,  of  Birmingham,  secretary.  The  following 
gentlemen  were  elected  to  form  the  committee :  Mr, 
W.  Bagley,  Birmingham  ;  Mr.  J.  Royal,  Dadley  ;  Mr. 
P.  Knight,  Warrington ;  Mr.  J.  Wright,  Liverpool ;  l\Ir. 
Harris,  Cardiff  ;  Mr.  Capper,  Wolverhampton ;  and 
Mr.  L.  Higgs,  Malvern  ;  Messrs.  Sadler,  Hughes,  and 
Royal  were  appointed  to  act  as  the  sub-committee. 
The  Travellers'  Rest  Society  fished  a  bye  contest 
in  the  Severn  at  Eardington  on  Oct.  26,  when  Mr. 
Reeves  succeeded  in  taking  the  first  prize  with  a 
perch  of  21b.  lOJoz.  Another  one  of  the  competitors 
caught  a  perch  weighing  2§lb.  Sport  all  up  the  Severn 
was  extra  good  on  Oct.  26  and  27  at  Eardington,  Arley, 
Highley,  and  Hampton  Lode,  baskets  from  81b.  to 
161b.  of  roach,  perch,  dace,  and  chub  being  the  rule ; 
this  no  doubt  was  owing  to  the  good  condition  of  the 
water.  On  the  Avon  sport  has  improved,  the  pike  have 
been  moving,  and  fish  from  9ib.  to  lolb.  have  been  taken 
from  the  river  in  the  Stratford  distriot.  At  Evesham 
sport  has  improved ;  roach  are  in  grand  condition  in 
the  Avon  at  present,  and  are  going  well  at  the  white 
and  red  wheat.  Pool  fishing  has  been  good  ;  the  pike 
are  moving  and  are  on  the  feed,  and  good  fish  have 
been  taken  from  some  of  the  private  waters.  Canal 
fishing  has  also  baen  above  the  average. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

An  all-round  improvement  has  been  noticeable  this 
week,  and  anglers  are  heartily  glad  of  it,  for  they  have 
had  a  long  and  weary  wait.  Roach  especially  have 
offered  much  better  sport,  and  some  capital  bags, 
running  up  to  151b.,  have  been  made  on  the  middle 
reaches  of  the  Witham.  On  the  Forty-foot  and 
Mount  Pleasant  drains  anglers  have  been  equally 
busy,  and  with  most  gratifjing  results.  Not  only 
have  the  fish  been  in  a  good  feeding  humour,  but 
some  extraordinarily  good  specimens  have  been  cap- 
tured—many indeed  going  up  to  IJlb.  apiece.  Pike 
fishing,  however,  is  claiming  by  far  the  greater  share 
of  attention.  Although  some  waters  are  yet  a  trifle 
too  weedy  for  successful  trolling,  yet  some  capital 
sport  has  been  enjoyed.  The  Tattershall  and  Kirk- 
stead  lengths  of  the  Witham  and  the  Swineshead  and 
Hubbert's  Bridge  reaches  of  the  Forty-foot  have  all 
yielded  fish  up  to  101b.,  and  one  rodster  on  the  last- 
named  stream  secured  three  brace  on  Saturday 
weighing  in  the  aggregate  33.Jlb,,  including  one  of 
111b.  The  reports  from  the  Welland  show  that  pike 
fishing  is  being  successfully  prosecuted,  and  Deeping 
anglers  have  all  taken  good  fish,  some  of  ihem  as 
many  as  four  brace  as  the  result  of  a  day's  operations. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull,  Driffield  Canal,  and  other  tributaries 
are  in  very  fair  condition  for  either  roach  or  pike 
fijhiog.  In  some  parts  fish  are  fairly  plentiful, 
and  during  the  past  week  some  fair  sport,  at  times 
when  the  weather  proved  suitable,  has  been  met 
with ;  a  few  very  good  dace  have  been  taken  at 
Hempholme,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow,  of  the  North 
Myton  .\ngling  Association,  secured  a  very  good  grayling 
in  this  district,  estimated  to  weigh  1  Jib.  The  tidal 
waters  are  now  in  first-class  trim  for  roach  fishing,  and 
with  both  maggots  and  paste  some  very  good  fish 
have  been  taken  recently  ai  Wilfholme,  Leven 
Lock,  Hull  Bridge,  and  Wawne.  The  Globe  Angling 
Society  fished  their  fifth  match  this  season  at 
Hull  Bridge,  which  resulted  in  Messrs.  Tom  Bardsley, 
P.  Bell,  and  W.  Morris  taking  the  first  three  prizes. 
The  County  Angling  Association  held  their  last  match 
on  the  river  Ludd  at  Ficebeacon,  and  taking  into  con- 
sideration tbe  unfavourable  weather  on  the  day  in  ques- 
tion, did  fairly  well.  Mr.  G.  Barrett  secured  first  prize, 
With  lib.  12J0Z. ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Culkin,  second,  lib.  llj  jz  ; 
and  Mr.  J.  A.  Clarkson,  third,  lib.  'JJoz.  At  the 
Norfolk  A.S.  club  room  last  week  end  some  good  fish 
were  shown  from  the  river  Hull.  Mr.  Marshall  liad 
some  good  dace  from  Weelferry,  heaviest  7|oz. ;  and 
Mr.  A,  Oaborne,  roach  from  Arram,  heaviest  lib.  loz. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Warrington  Anglers'  Association  are  early  in 
the  field  with  the  dates  of  their  principal  fixtures  for 
next  season.  They  are  as  follows — July  11 ;  Aug.  13, 
15,  and  22;  Sept.  5,  12,  and  26.  On  Monday  last 
(Oct.  27),  in  the  absence  of  the  chairman,  Mr.  Emson 
handed  the  shield  to  the  winning  team,  and  Mr. 
Knight  handed  the  medals.  It  is  very  remarkable 
that  Warrington  centre  of  the  P.A.A.  is  now  the 
strongest  in  the  parent  association.  The  BoUin  is 
once  again  in  good  order,  and  yielding  fair  sport  with 
perch,  chub,  and  roach,  up  to  fib.,  chiefly  the  latter. 
The  newly-formed  Lower  Broughton  Angling  Society 
is  going  strong,  and  promises  to  take  a  leading  position 
amongst  the  local  clubs.  The  annual  dinner  of  the  Brook 
Tavern  Angling  Society,  Swinton,  on  the  25th  was  a 
great  success.  The  closing  weeks  of  the  Ribble  season 
have  afiorded  very  fair  sport  amongst  migratory  trout. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  the  Wyre,  substituting  the 
words  very  good  for  very  fair.  Fish  of  81b.,  61b.,  and 
■lib.  are  mentioned  in  reports.  The  Lune  and  its 
tributaries  must  be  included  in  the  rivers  fishing  well 
lately.  The  districts  of  Hornby  Castle,  Tebay,  and 
the  Wenning  are  all  affording  good  sport. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  last  meeting  of  the  Welcomb  Angling  Society 
was  a  splendid  gathering.  The  members  were  able  to 
be  jubilant  over  another  year  of  progress.  Mr.  Hawkins 
is  to  be  congratulated  on  his  results  in  the  secretarial 
department,  for  without  doubt  he  is  a  model  scribe. 
The  final  event  of  the  Longsight  Angling  Association 
was  a  big  one,  and  most  enjoyable  ;  Mr.  Blackburn 
obtained  first  prize.  On  Nov.  6  the  Thirty  Angling 
Society  have  arranged  for  another  of  their  musical 
matinees,  an  invite  to  which  is  highly  prized.  During 
the  last  few  days  they  have  been  doing  some 
stocking  to  their  private  waters,  which  is  the  first 
stage  of  an  important  programme  calculated  to  make 
their  waters  second  to  none  in  the  district.  In  the 
concluding  match  of  the  Gorton  Angling  Society  for 
the  season  twenty-four  rods  entered,  and  after  three 
hours'  fishing  Mr.  J.  Marshall  obtained  the  first  prize 
out  of  twelve,  and  two  specials.  A  lot  of  interest  is 
centred  in  the  coming  annual  of  the  CP. A  A.  in  this 
city.  During  the  past  year  this  association  has 
regularly  extended  its  borders,  and  is  now  a  very 
powerful  body  striving  to  do  something  for  working 
men. 


Several  anglers  have  been  fishing  for  pike.  Very  few 
were  taken,  and  with  one  exception  all  under  4  Jib. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  pleasant  evening  was  passed  at  the  Bay  Horso 
Hotel,  in  Marygate,  York,  on  Oct.  25,  when  the  angling 
and  cricket  clubs  of  Messrs,  Terry  &  Sons,  wholesale 
confectioners,  joined  in  the  annual  supper.  Mr. 
T.  W.  L.  Terry  presided.  Mr.  II.  J.  Wilkinson  pro- 
posed "  Success  to  the  Angling  Club."  Roach  are 
beginning  to  feed  better,  and  some  nice  fish  have 
been  taken.  Anglers  find  that  the  best  time  for 
sport  is  late  in  the  day  and  the  last  hour 
before  dusk,  and  a  good  few  pike  have  been 
landed,  also  some  good-conditioned  perch.  One  of 
the  Ouse  roach  caught  recently  weighed  lib.  7oz., 
was  fourteen  inches  long,  four  inches  broad,  and 
measured  two  inches  across  the  back.  The  suc- 
cessful angler  was  Mr.  W.  J.  Davidson.  In  autumn 
fishing  the  best  catches  are  usually  made  some  little 
distance  below  the  city.  Since  the  freshets  have 
subsided,  murmurs  are  spreading  about  waters  getting 
low  and  clear.  To  be  at  all  successful,  anglers  along 
the  Wiske  banks  (Northallerton)  have  had  to  keep  out 
of  sight, 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Angling  has  not  been  up  to  the  standard  on  those 
Irish  waters  still  open  for  angling,  though  fair  or 
average  sport  has  been  had  on  many  of  them.  At 
Killarney  trouting  has  yielded  generally  good  sport, 
but  salmon  have  not  aSorded  much  sport  here  for  a 
long  time.  Sea  angling  occasionally  has  given  fine 
sport,  especially  on  the  Cork  and  Kerry  coasts,  but 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  past  week  fishing  was 
suspended  owing  to  unfavourable  weather.  The 
first  general  annual  meeting  of  the  Waterville 
district  was  held  on  the  Oct.  24.  What  is  now  known 
as  the  Waterville  district  was  up  to  November  last 
part  of,  or  included  in,  the  Killarney  district. 
Financially  speaking,  the  report  of  the  clerk  and 
inspector  was  satisfactory,  and  the  new  district  has 
started  fairly  well.  153  rod  licences  were  taken  out 
during  the  past  season.  This  number  has  only  once 
been  exceeded  (in  1898)  in  the  district.  The  local 
hatchery  was  allocated  £15  (including  £10  from  the 
Congested  Districts  Board).  Spawning  operations 
have  commenced  among  brown  trout,  and  a  few 
salmon  here  and  there  are  to  be  seen  already  on  the 
spawning  beds  of  the  earlier  rivers. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  improved,  being  quite  mild,  and 
the  Trent  has  run  into  very  good  condition  for  all 
kinds  of  angling.  Many  anglers  have  patronised  the 
various  reaches  of  the  river,  and  on  the  backwaters  at 
Kelham,  Hazleford,  Hoveringham,  Rolleston,  Clifton, 
Stoke,  Shardlow  and  Weston  pike  have  been  caught, 
chiefly  by  the  aid  of  the  live  bait.  General  fish 
have  also  shown  better  sport,  though,  singularly 
enough,  roach  have  not  taken  kindly  to  the  worm. 
The  majority  of  those  creeled  have  fallen  to  the 
attractions  of  gentles.  On  Tuesday  our  correspondent 
bagged  some  big  chub  with  chandler's  greaves  at 
Stoke,  and  the  water  is  now  suitable  for  the  use  of 
either  greaves  or  pith  and  brains,  the  latter  for  choice. 
The  untimely  death  by  drowning  at  Shardlow  of  Mr.W. 
Gregory,  the  treasurer  of  the  City  Wellington  Society, 
has  oast  quite  agloom  over  fishing  circles  generally.  The 
deceased  was  highly  respected,  and  our  correspondent 
takes  it  that  a  report  of  the  inquest  and  funeral 
appears  in  another  part  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
Several  large  pike  are  reported  to  have  been  caught 
in  the  pools  near  Sawley  village  ;  whilst  odd  ones  have 
been  got  in  Trent  Lake.  On  Thursday  (Oct.  23)  the 
City  Piscatorials  engaged  in  their  fifth  pegged  down 
match  of  the  season  at  Rolleston,  when  the  prizes 
were  taken  as  follows  : — Ist,  A.  Upton  ;  2nd,  A.  C, 
Pykett ;  3rd,  W.  C.  Rayson ;  4th,  J,  E,  Wootton.  The 
takes  were  very  small, 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  lot  of  rain  has  fallen  during  the  past  week  which 
kept  many  anglers  at  home.  The  weather  is  very 
mild,  and  the  water  in  all  the  rivers  is  a  good  level 
and  a  nice  colour,  and  with  brighter,  colder  weather, 
sport  should  be  good.  Chub  fishing  in  the  Teme 
and  Severn  has  been  ^very  good  indeed  and 
some  full  creels  have  been  brought  home.  In  the 
former  river,  on  Oct.  23,  Mr.  H.  Proberts  had  a  grand 
lot,  some  of  them  from  21b.  to  3Jlb.  each ;  Mr.  Martin 
Perks  had  also  a  fine  catch  of  15 Jib.,  the  maggot  the 
bait  used,  others  were  successful  with  pith  and  brains. 
Knightsford  Bridge  and  the  Martley  water  are  fishing 
well  now ;  anglers  should  note  this.  Sport  in  the  Severn 
has  been  very  good  at  Camp,  Holt  Fleet,  Clevelode,  and 
below  Severn  Stoke,  but  the  fish  have  not  run  so  large  in 
size.  Messrs.  Jones,  Morris,  Thompson,  H.  Smith,  and 
E.  Tyler  were  very  successful.  Roaoh  and  dace  are  also 
well  on  the  feed — the  former  taking  paste,  the  latter 
the  maggot.  Lamperns  have  been  running  fairly  well, 
and  a  good  few  salmon  have  passed  over  Diglis  Weir, 
but  we  have  not  heard  of  many  eels  being  taken.  The 
Worcester  Working  Men's  Club  fished  a  bye-contest 
at  Defford,  in  the  Avon,  on  Oct.  26,  but  the  take  of 
fish  wftB  very  small,  and  all  the  prizes  were  taken. 


ilofcs  front  ii)c  ITorf^. 

The  Tweed  is  still  open  till  the  end  of  November 
and  some  Solway  streams,  and  as  there  has  been  an 
abnormal  run  of  salmon  there  lately  good  sport  may 
undoubtedly  be  had  till  the  end  of  the  month. 

The  Don  yielded  some  heavy  fish  last  week,  one  of 
which,  got  on  the  Grandholm  water  by  Mr.  Mailing, 
turned  the  scale  at  41f  lb.,  while  another,  got  on  the 
lower  Dee,  weighed  4010. 

Since  the  close  of  the  trout  season  on  Sept.  15,  pike 
fishing  has  taken  on  in  the  Dee,  Don,  and  kindred 
places  where  such  [abound.  Hitherto,  "  Mr.  Pike  " 
has  been  almost  totally  neglected  by  the  natives,  and 
especially  so  as  an  article  of  diet. 

If  killed  at  all  it  is  more  by  chance,  and  when 
searching  for  trout  or  salmon,  and  usually  in  the 
summer  when  it  should  be  otherwise. 


The  other  day  a  sportsman  on  the  Dee,  who  had  had 
poor  luck,  was  telling  his  gillie  that  every  salmon  they 
had  caught  had  cost  him  £30  apiece.  "  It's  a  mercy, 
sir,"  said  John,  "  that  we  did  not  get  mair  (more), 
I'm  thankful  now  1  had  only  twa  !  " 


Trout  anglers  in  the  North  are  still  much  perplexed 
over  the  annual  close  time  now  in  full  force.  The 
wish  is  father  to  the  thought  that  the  Act  is  in 
suspension  for  a  year.  What  bosh !  Yet  such  is 
circulating  largely  in  local  prints  which  ought  to 
know  better. 


A  few  smart  prosecutions  will  put  the  matter  beyond 
doubt,  and  they  should  not  be  hard  to  get  just  now 
almost  anywhere.  Mill-workers  and  such  like  may 
be  reasonably  excused,  but  when  it  comes  to  those 
who  have  their  newspapers  daily  in  hand  there  can  be 
no  excuse.   

The  Scotch  salmon  angling  season  is  ending  in  a 
fizzle.  The  rivers,  never  big  at  the  best,  are  lower 
than  ever,  and  as  I  write  there  is  little  prospect  of  a 
fill.  It  will  all  come  after  the  chances  are  past  and 
gone. 


A  pike  of  131b.  or  141b,  was  killed  the  other  day  on 
the  Don,  When  cut  open  a  monster  grey  rat  was 
found  entire  in  its  gullet,  which  had  been  swallowed 
a  very  short  time  before.  The  pike  itself  was  taken 
with  a  whiting,  fully  six  or  seven  inches  long,  used  as 
a  spinning  bait.  Special  Scotch. 
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LOOH  LEVEN  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION 
(LIMITED). 


Annual  Meeting. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  shareholders  of 
this  association  was  held  in  the  Green  Hotel,  Kinross, 
on  Monday  afternoon.  Mr.  George  Henderson,  presi- 
dent, occupied  the  chair.  The  business  was  mostly 
formal.  The  directors'  report  and  balance  sheet 
were  adopted  without  comment,  and  the  whole 
balance  of  £600  lis.  7d.  was  carried  forward  to 
next  account,  no  dividend  being  declared,  as  no 
profit  had  been  made  on  the  revenue  account  for 
the  past  year.  By  the  adoption  of  the  directors' 
report,  the  association  resolved  to  take  another 
lease  of  the  fishings  for  five  years  under  the  former 
conditions,  the  present  lease  terminating  next  year. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Mills,  Dundee,  was  appointed  a  director  in 
room  of  Mr.  G.  W.  McCreath,  Glasgow,  who  wrote 
the  secretary  resigning  office  after  being  on  the 
directorate  for  nine  years.  Mr.  J.  B.  Mills  gave 
expression  to  the  confidence  he  felt  that,  notwith- 
standing the  poor  season  and  the  presence  of  the 
American  weed,  he  had  every  faith  that  there  would 
ba  a  recurrence  of  the  good  old  times  in  the  near 
future.  The  four  retiring  directors  were  re-elected, 
namely,  Messrs.  George  Barnet,  J.  T.  Smith,  John 
Paton,  and  J.  Dunlop.  Robebt  B.  Laing. 


NORTHEEN   ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION, 


The  thirteenth  annual  meeting  was  held  at  Liver- 
pool on  Saturday  last,  Mr.  George  Sutherland,  J. P., 
presiding,  supported  by  the  executive  council  and  an 
audience  of  about  150  delegates.  The  annual  report 
showed  that  the  association  was  increasing  in  numbers 
and  prosperity  ;  nineteen  angling  societies  had  joined 
during  the  year,  the  total  membership  being  5828. 
The  railway  companies  had  granted  259  additional 
privileges,  and  no  complaint  of  misuse  or  fraud  had 
been  received.  An  improvement  in  the  quality  of  the 
membership  tickets  had  been  made,  and  arrangements 
for  advertisements  appertaining  to  the  sport.  The 
work  of  the  Association  in  saving  fish  in  the  Lancaster 
and  Shropshire  Union  Canals,  and  in  assisting  the 
authorities  in  restoring  and  improving  the  fishing, 
was  fully  described,  and  gave  much  satisfaction. 
Notwithstanding  an  increased  expenditure  of  over  £20 
of  a  non- recurrent  nature,  sach  as  for  nets  and  other 
apparatus,  and  a  permanent  increase  of  £10  in  the 
secretary's  honorarium,  the  balance  at  the  bank 
amounted  to  £130  5s.  4d.,  or  a  gain  of  £3  18s.  The 
report  and  balance  sheet  were  approved  by  the  meet- 
ing and  ordered  to  be  printed  along  with  the  minutes 
of  the  meeting.  It  was  decided  to  hold  a  grand  fishing 
match  next  year,  and  to  press  forward  the  proposed 
national  federation  of  anglers.  All  the  officers  were 
re-elected,  and  Horwich  fixed  upon  as  the  place  for 
the  next  annual  meeting. 

Thos.  W.  Redfoed,  Hon.  Sec. 


DEATH  OF  MR.  CHARLES  REES,  OF 
LLANYMYNECH. 


Visitors,  and  particularly  anglers,  to  the  pictu- 
resque village  of  Llanymynech  will  be  sorry  to  hear  of 
the  death  of  Mr.  Charles  Rees,  one  of  its  best-known 
inhabitants.  Of  a  singularly  genial  disposition, 
endowed  with  high  intellectual  faculties,  and 
possessed  of  those  distinguishing  characteristics  which 
at  once  mark  the  gentleman  and  the  sportsman,  he 
won  the  eiteem  and  regard  of  all  those  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact.  For  some  years  past  Mr.  Rees  held 
the  post  of  village  schoolmaster,  and  he  also  officiated 
as  organist  at  the  village  church.  In  addition  to 
these  appointments  he  also  acted  as  village  postmaster, 
carrying  out  these  somewhat  exacting  duties  with  the 
utmost  tact  and  fidelity.  His  leisure  time  was  devoted 
to  fishing,  and  he  did  much  to  encourage  and  promote 
the  sport  he  loved  so  well.  For  a  considerable  time 
he  represented  the  Fishing  Gazette  as  reporter  for  the 
district  of  Llanymynech,  and  his  notes  on  fishing 
matters  were  full  of  merit  and  interest.  After  many 
weary  months  of  acute  sufiering,  borne  with  remark- 
able fortitude  and  resolution,  from  an  insidious  attack 
of  paralysis,  he  succumbed  to  his  illness  on  Friday, 
Oct.  24.  His  mortal  remains  were  laid  in  their  last 
resting-place  under  the  shadow  of  the  old  village 
church,  a  large  gathering  of  old  friends  and  anglers 
attending  the  funeral  to  pay  the  last  tiibute  of  respect 
to  his  memory.  "  Rosicrucian." 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 

Sublished  by  Sampson  Low,  Maiston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
unstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  Pul)]isherfl  to  the  India 
Office.— A  CATALOOUBof  these  Text  Boolcs,  Class  Books,  Histories, 
ani  Indian  Qovernment  Publication!  can  be  had  on  application. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebftor. 

[We  do  not  hold  oti/rselves  responsible  for  the  opimiona 
expressed  by  owr  Correspondents.'^ 


GRAYLING  CULTURE. 

Dear  Mr.  Mabston, — Referring  to  your  footnote  to 
my  letter  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette.  The  water, 
rising  as  it  does  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  contains 
little  or  nothing  more  than  is  necessary  to  successfully 
hatch  out  the  ova,  but  as  the  redds  are  situated  at 
the  entrance  to  extensive  beds  of  brook-lime,  water- 
cress, etc.,  averaging  some  four  inches  in  depth, 
into  which  the  fry  would  be  naturally  carried 
immediately  or  before  the  sac  is  absorbed, 
they  find  themselves  surrounded  by  millions  of 
animalculaj,  lymnaaa,  etc.  The  fresh-water  shrimp  is 
as  numerous  as  blades  of  grass  in  a  field.  This  parti- 
cular spot  was  a  favourite  resort  of  the  late  Dr. 
Francis  Day,  whom  I  have  many  times  accompanied 
on  a  voyage  of  discovery,  and,  I  may  venture  to  say, 
he  was  seen  at  his  best  when  collecting  and  filling  his 
bottles  from  these  beds. — Yours  truly, 

28,  Winchcomb-street,  James  Oaden. 

Cheltenham. 

[Mr.  Ogden's  interesting  note  reminds  me  to  ask 
what  is  the  best  way  to  transport  fresh-water  shrimp 
alive  for  hundreds  of  miles  ?  What  I  have  had  sent 
to  me  in  cans  in  water  have  died,  and  I  fancy  wet  river 
weed  in  a  canvas  bag  in  a  hamper  would  be  a  better 
way. — Ed.] 


Sir, — The  following  remarks  are  perhaps  a  little 
outside  the  object  of  your  inquiry.  The  printed  note 
on  Mr.  Knight's  fish  was  struck  off  many  years  ago, 
and  was  my  first  endeavour  in  feeding  these  fish 
artificially.  Since  then  I  have  done  it  from  season  to 
season,  and  quite  successfully  when  the  fry  have  been 
on  hand.  There  is  really  little  or  no  difficulty  in 
giving  them  a  start  in  life,  for  they  are  never  turned 
out  into  the  rearing  ponds  until  there  is  ample  food 
for  them — that  is,  about  June.  They  then  grow  very 
fast  and  catch  up  the  trout  in  length,  but  they  are 
usually  thinner.  They  are  only  about  an  inch  in 
length  when  released,  but  I  have  had  them  up  to  two 
and  a-half  inches  long  in  a  month  or  six  weeks  after 
turning  out.  They  are  very  much  more  active  in 
catching  flies  than  the  trout,  which  feed  more  under 
water.  My  great  difficulty  is  at  spawning  time.  They 
are  the  most  critical  fish  to  handle  that  we  have,  and 
at  that  time  of  the  year  being  thoroughly  out  of  con- 
dition the  least  roughness  will  develop  fangus,  and  it 
is  no  unusual  thing  for  a  breeder  to  lose  one  half  or 
more  of  his  stock  lish  in  stripping.  Nothing  that  I 
have  tried  will  prevent  it ;  I  therefore  usually  replenish 
my  stock  fish  annually  from  the  Dove,  Wharfe,  Idle, 
or  our  Lincolnshire  grayling  stream.  I  do  this  in 
October  or  November,  for  they  will  not  travel  safely 
in  April  or  May.  Every  year  when  they  are  spawning 
you  receive  notes  about  grayling  dying  through  fungus, 
and  it  is  described  as  an  epidemic.  It  is  nothing  of  the 
sort.  The  loss  is  caused  through  the  operation  of 
spawning.  The  fish  knock  and  jostle  each  other,  which 
induces  the  fungus.  You  never  hear  of  it  at  any  other 
time  of  the  year.  I  scarcely  credit  the  idea  of  them 
being  introduced  by  monks,  for  some  hundreds  of  years 
ago  they  had  not  the  means  which  obtain  to-day.  The 
transfer  of  ova  was  unknown  at  that  time,  and  if  it 
had  been  they  would  have  hardly  managed  the 
grayling.  I  have  no  difficulty  in  sending  yearling 
grayling  on  the  same  lines  as  trout,  but  should  at 
present  decline  to  forward  two-year-olds.  I  sent 
yearlings  to  Adare,  in  Ireland,  and  also  into  Hamp- 
shire last  season  quite  safely.  I  have  some  for 
Hampshire  this  year.  I  have  only  about  2000  or  8000 
yearlings  unbooked.  These  are  mostly  from  Dove  fish. 
I  got  a  nice  lot  of  mature  fish  from  the  Idle  last  week 
up  to  IJlb.,  and  intend  in  future  to  pay  rather  more 
attention  to  this  valuable  fish.  You  can  make  any 
use  you  like  of  these  jottings. — Yours  truly, 

Thomas  Foed. 

Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  Lincolnshire. 

[The  extract  Mr.  Ford  kindly  sends  is  as  follows : — 
"  A  new  departure  was  made  last  season  in  the  matter 
of  feeding  grayling  fry.  The  Henley-on-Thames  Asso- 
ciation had  ordered  5000  fry,  but  owing  to  the  absence 
of  the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  J.  Knight,  the  fish  could  not  be 
forwarded  at  the  proper  time.  Now  these  fish  had 
arrived  at  that  stage  when  they  must  be  fed  or  die ; 
BO  they  were  put  in  a  zinc  tray,  and  a  little  food 
sprinkled  thereon  daily,  and  the  loss  for  the  whole 
week  was  not  one  fish,  whilst  out  of  the  fifty  set  aside 
unfed  the  death  was  forty,  leaving  only  ten  emaciated 
forms  at  the  end  of  the  week.  The  whole  6000  were 
sent  safe  to  Henley  on  a  very  hot  day  in  June  without 
the  loss  of  a  single  fish.  The  food  is  specially  made 
for  the  place,  and  is  all  meat  groimd  again  and  again 
in  a  machine,  and  sifted  several  times  until  it  becomes 
exceedingly  fine.  It  is  very  nutritious,  and  will  keep 
any  length  of  time  in  a  dry  place."  I  am  glad  to  hear 
Mr.  Ford  has  had  no  trouble  with  the  grayling  fry  as 
regards  feeding  them.   In  America,  Dr.  Henshall  finds 


it  impossible  to  feed  his  grayling  fry  with  any  artificial 
food,  and  turns  them  into  river  water,  where  they  can 
get  microscopic  natural  food, — Ed.] 


THE  THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

Deab  Mb.  Mabston, — May  I  ask  if  you  will  kindly 
insert  the  enclosed  report  from  our  head-keeper  ?  It 
was  called  for  upon  hearing  of  a  oomplaint  made  by  a 
delegate  at  a  meeting  of  one  of  the  leading  angling 
associations.  Such  complaints  by  anglers  (?)  at  times 
crop  up  abundantly,  but  have  never  been  verified  in  a 
single  instance  by  legal  proof  during  my  term  of 
office. 

I  therefore  submit  (if  even  only  on  the  score  of 
saving  time)  that  it  would  be  far  better  for  a  member 
of  any  angling  club  or  association  to  report  to  this 
society's  office,  in  the  first  instance,  the  result  o£  any 
personal  observation,  or  report  from  any  individual,  on 
any  alleged  illegal  act,  and  bo  ensure  a  rightful  dealing 
with  the  case,  and  the  burking  of  unfounded  or  hear- 
say accusations  against  our  paid  or  other  keepers. — 
Yours  faithfully,  H.  W.  Higgins,  Hon.  Sec. 

P.S. — On  our  handbills,  which  we  distribute  in 
thousands,  the  following  special  notice  is  given  : — 

Complaints. 

Any  friend  of  the  society  who  may  at  any  time 
witness  the  commission  of  either  of  the  above-named 
offences  will  greatly  oblige  by  noting;  1.  The  name 
and  address  of  the  delinquent  (if  possible).  2.  The 
place  and  hour  when  the  offence  was  committed.  3. 
What  the  fish  were,  and  the  number  taken.  4.  Any 
other  information  that  will  lead  to  a  successful  prose- 
cution. By  forwarding  the  foregoing  to  the  hon.  sec. 
or  to  any  of  the  hon.  or  paid  keepers  the  matter  will 
at  once  be  taken  up  and  dealt  with. 

Here  is  the  copy  of  the  letter  from  the  head-keeper 
of   the   Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  to 
Mr.  Higgins,  the  hon.  eecretary  :— 
Richmond  and  Twickenham— Undersizkd  Fish,  etc. 

Sib, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  Oct,  9  respecting 
above  complaint,  I  respectfully  beg  to  report  thit,  , 
having  inquired  into  the  matter,  it  would  appear  that  , 
an  anonymous  postcard  on  the  same  subject  has  been 
received  by  J.  Spong,  fisherman,  of  Twickenham,  and 
stating  that  consignments  of  bait  were  frequently  sent  | 
from  Kew  Railway  Station  to  Bloomsbury. 

I  would  point  out  that  Kew  is  out  of  our  district, 
and  doubtless  the  fish  are  sent  by  Gibson's,  who  do 
net  for  bait  below  Isleworth  Ferry. 

I  also  find  from  Moffatt  that  a  Mr.  Metz,  tackle- 
dealer,  of  Bloomsbury,  only  last  weak  hid  two  hundred 
gudgeon  in  his  punt,  all  sizeable  fish,  which  Mr.  Metz  ^ 
stated  were  going  away  for  bait,  and,  further,  that  ho  ! 
was  going  to  employ  some  one  to  catch  dace  for  a  i 
similar  purpose,  but  all  were  to  be  standard  size.  / 

I  therefore  submit  that  all  we  can  do  is  to  see  that  j 
they  are  all  sizeable  in  this  case. 

With  reo'ard  to  any  relaxed  supervision  of  the  district  i 
by  T.A.P.S.  keepers  this  statement  is  incorrect,  for 
Moffatt  is  there  as  frequently  as  circumstances  permit, 
and  he  has  strict  orders  respecting  the  tideway,  and 
it  is  just  possible  the  informant  was  unfortunate  in 
not  having  met  Moffatt  when  there,  for  I  am  quite 
assured  that  Moffatt  carries  out  his  duties  in  a  faithful 
manner,  and  as  at  uncertain  intervals  he  is  drawn 
away  for  watching,  etc.,  unless  a  certain  date  or 
dates  were  stated  in  a  complaint  there  are  no  means 
of  my  checking  against  such  complaint,  and  a  very 
wide  range  is  offered  to  anyone  that  is  disposed  to 
write  in  an  anonymous  manner. 

I  have  advised  Moffatt  very  frequently  to  guard 
against  this  by  trying  to  see  some  responsible  person 
—such  as  lock-keepers,  etc.— when  on  patrol,  thus 
furnishing  ,at  any  time  if  required  a  referee,  and  this 
he  has  done,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  was  at  Twicken- 
ham and  district  only  last  night  when  I  called  upon 
him. 

As  you  know,  sir,  there  are  only  three  men  to  cover 
a  long  distance,  and  there  are  frequently  times  when 
work  has  to  be  carried  out  to  the  best  of  our  ability. 

I  may  add  that  unless  the  angler  is  personally  known 
to  us  that  we  always  state  that  we  are  T.A.P.S, 
keepers  when  examining  their  ;kits,  and  show  them 
the  deputation  card. 

There  are  instances— that  is,  watching — when  it 
would  be  unvnse  to  let  everyone  know  who  we  were 
till  required,  but  as  a  rule  it  is  our  practice  to  tell 
them  at  once.- 1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  Villiers  Eyeb, 

Head-keeper  T.A.P.S, 

To  H.  W,  Higgins,' Esq.,  hon,  sec.  T.A.P.S. 

[It  certainly  seems  necessary  to  ask  anglers  and 
others  to  be  sure  of  their  ground  before  making  com- 
plaints of  illegal  fishing,  etc.— Ed.] 

BAIT  PRESERVING  QUERIES.^ 
Dear  Sir,— I  shall  be  obliged  if  you  or  some  ol 
your  correspondents  will  give  me  information  how 
to  keep  gentles  alive  until  next  March?  Also 
how  they  are  coloured  red  ?  Also  how  to  breed  cook- 
spur  worms  ?— Yours  truly,  F.  S.  D. 
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PARR, 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Regarding  Mr.  Geo.  Rooper 
(whom  I  met  ia  Sutherlandshire  in  1901— a  charming 
reminiscence  in  more  ways  than  one)  and  his  reference 
to  parr  I  would  like  to  ask  what  he  means  ?  If  he 
holds  that  young  trout  are  separable  from  young 
salmon  parr  I  am  at  one  with  him ;  but  it  should  be 
remembered  that  on  a  loch  in  Goberneasgach  Deer 
Forest,  in  Sutherlandshire,  trout  of  lib.  and  upwards 
are  found  above,  a  fall  on  the  Hope  river  in  Glen 
Golly,  which  trout  in  this  adult  stage  retain  the 
"  parr  markings."  I  have  myself  caught  a  basket  of 
them.  There  can  be  no  access  from  the  sea  as  the 
fall  is  forty-eight  feet  high.— Yours  truly, 

J.  A.  Haevie-Brown. 

[The  dark  bands  like  thumb  marks  are  foimd  on 
many  species  of  fish.  Nobody  would  consider  them 
as  evidence  that  a  fish  is  of  a  particular  kind.  Taken 
with  other  and  more  important  featvires  they  are  very 
useful  in  identification.  If  we  understand  Mr.  Rooper 
aright,  bis  contention  is  that  there  is  a  fish  which  is 
not  S.  fario  and  not  S.  salar,  and  certainly  not  a  cross 
(for  he  will  not  believe  in  nature-bred  hybrids  at  any 
price),  but  which  is  one  of  the  Salnionida.  He  has, 
he  says,  caught  it  in  waters  to  which  no  salmon  can 
get,  above  high  falls  which  they  cannot  pass,  and  that 
he  has  caught  these  little  fish  with  both  eggs  and 
milt.  He  believes  that  the  fish  sent  from  the  Eden 
were  of  this  kind,  and  that  to  fine  anglers  for  taking 
them  is  absurd.  If  our  Eden  correspondent  can  find 
any  of  these  fish  with  eggs  in  them  I  hope  he  will 
send  them  to  me.  Also  he  might  identify  the  tributary 
from  which  they  are  taken,  so  we  may  judge  of  the 
possibility  or  impoEsibility  of  salmon  getting  to  them 
to  spawn. — Ed.] 


EXTRAORDINARY  ADVENTURE  WITH  AN 
OTTER. 

Dbar'-Mr.  Marston, — When  writing  you  on  Oct.  14 
1  omitte'd  to  tell  you  a  most  extraordinary  occurrence. 
I  was  fishing  the  Aln  on  Saturday  afternoon  about 
5.-30,  and  standing  in  the  water  thigh  deep,  when  I 
felt  some  heavy  body  push  from  behind  through 
between  my  legs.  I  naturally  gave  a  start  on  looking 
down  to  see  the  head  and  shoulders  of  a  very  large 
otter  half  through.  The  beast  gave  a  great  wriggle, 
almost  upsetting  me,  and  then  dived  up  and  across  the 
pool.  A  friend  was  standing  about  five  yards  from  me 
and  we  both  saw  him  distinctly.  If  you  think  it 
worth  noting  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  please  do  so. — 
Yours  faithfully,  J.  J.  Hardy. 

P.S. — Had  some  good  floods  and  all  rivers  are  full 
offish. 

[I  certainly  never  heard  of  such  an  incident  before, 
and  it  is  lucky  Mr.  Hardy  did  not  get  bitten.  I 
remember  once  wading  in  the  Barle  and  putting  my 
foot  on  the  bead  of  a  161b.  salmon,  which  nearly  upset 
me;  it  was  lying  with  its  nose  between  two  stones.  I 
have  once  or  twice  had  a  good  trout,  which  I  had 
hooked  when  wading,  bolt  down-stream  between  my 
legs  and  smash  me,  but  never  got  so  unpleasantly 
close  to  an  otter.— Ed.] 


ALLCOCK'S  MODEL  PARPAIT  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reference  to  a  letter  in  your  last 
issue  signed  "  Benwyan  "  we  should  like  you  to  kindly 
inform  him  that  the  Model  Parfait  hooks  are  now 
made  with  a  very  much  longer  shank  than  formerly. 
We  refer,  of  course,  to  the  eyed  hooks. 

We  are  continuously  being  asked  by  various  fisher- 
men for  these  books  with  various  lengths  of  shanks. 
We  have  only  just  received  an  order  from  one  of  our 
customers  requesting  us  to  send  them  "  very  short 
shank  "  indeed.  If  "  Benwyan  "  or  any  of  his  friends 
will  give  the  length  of  shank  he  requires  to  his  Bsbing 
tackle  dealer  and  quote  No.  4991,  asking  that  it  may 
be  forwarded  to  us,  we  shall  be  only  too  pleased  to 
make  the  same. 

These  hooks,  we  may  say,  are  now  used  by  nearly 
all  the  large  fly  tiers  in  this  country,  as  the  fineness 
of  the  wire  enables  them  to  make  a  very  light  fly, 
which  is  a  very  great  advantage  on  small  rivers. — 
Yours  truly,  S.  Allcock  and  Co. 

Redditch. 


FLOUNDERS. 
Sir,— With  this  letter  I  send  you  a  worm  I  found 
in  my  garden  this  morning  (Saturday,  Oct.  25)  when 
sweeping  up.  You  can  see  it  has  no  head,  and  is  alive 
and  well.  What  I  want  to  know  is,  How  has  it  lived  ? 
I  have  seen  several  others  like  it,  and  all  you  can  see 
is  a  little  hardish  knob  like  the  stump  of  a  dismem- 
bered finger.  I  consider  this  far  more  wonderful  than 
flounders  breeding  in  fresh  water.  I  see  Mr.  Cun- 
ningham is  made  to  say  r«  food,  "  No  thorough 
investigation  has  been  made."  If  flounders  can 
obtain  food  in  fresh  water  to  enable  them  to  be  in 
splendid  condition  when  we  know  that  they  are  at 
their  worst  in  the  sea,  and  subvert  the  laws  of  nature 
in  this  manner,  why  should  they  not  breed  there  ? 


Under  habitat  he  says  ;  "  It  can  live  in  fresh  water, 
but  cannot  propagate."  The  same  has  been  said  of 
eels.  So  those  dots  of  flounders  I  have  caught  with 
my  hands  on  the  silty  marge,  not  quite  so  large  as  a 
shalling  in  the  month  of  August,  quite  seventy  miles 
from  the  sea,  and  miles  above  where  the  tide  made 
itself  felt,  actually  came  from  the  sea,  but  how  they 
got  there  (say  through  the  Humber)  I  am  just  as 
wise  as  ever.  I  should  think  no  one  in  his  senses 
believes  it.  "  It  can  live  in  fresh  water,  but  cannot 
propagate."  So  I  suppose  nothing  further  need  be 
said. 

The  mere  fact  of  being  in  such  wretched  condition 
in  February  and  March  shows  that  they  have  spawned, 
and  when  I  have  seen  them  gracefully  settle  and  with 
their  fringe-like  fins  quickly  cover  themselves  with 
sand,  similar  to  a  lark  or  sparrow  dusting  on  the  road, 
I  expect  there  is  more  in  this  than  meets  the  eye. 

That  all  the  spawn  of  these  flounders  (according  to 
the  Philos)  should  be  completely  ^wasted  is  not  the 
way  Dame  Nature  usually  does  her  work.  And  to 
say,  as  I  have  heard  many  persons,  "My  dear  sir, 
nothing  is  wasted,"  is  all  rubbish.  The  waste  must 
be  terrific.  Surely  many  anglers  must  have  caught 
flounders  full  of  spawn  in  the  Thames,  Trent,  Severn, 
Kent  Stour,  Deben,  Welsh  Dee,  Arun,  Warwickshire 
Avon,  etc.,  and  I  have  no  doubt  some  of  them  could 
tell  us  a  thing  or  two  if  they  would  only  take  the 
trouble. — Yours  truly,  A. 


A  SPINNING  FEATHER  BAIT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  send  you  herewith  a  spinning  feather 
bait  which  I  have  found  exceedingly  good,  and  hope 
you  will  give  it  a  trial,  and  if  you  kill  on  it  kindly 


Mr.  Boyle's  Patent  Spinning  Feather  Bait 
AND  HIS  new  Lip-hook. 

mention  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  I  believe  it  is  the 
best  bait  ever  cast  in  a  river  for  pike.  I  never  tried  it 
in  a  lake,  but  in  a  river  I  have  killed  in  high  or  low 
water,  dark  or  bright  days.  I  fish  it  on  a  trace  with 
two  or  three  swivels,  and  either  fish  mid-water  or  near 
the  surface  like  a  salmon  fly.  I  consider  mid-water 
best  unless  in  strong  sunshine  ;  they  will  take  it  any- 
way. I  have  killed  trout  on  this  size,  but  I  make  a 
very  much  smaller  for  them  as  well  as  a  larger  for 
pike.  This  is  the  size  for  salmon,  but  as  it  is  late  for 
them  this  season  if  you  try  it  for  pike  I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  hear  your  opinion.  Messrs.  Allcock,  Redditch, 
are  making  them. 

I  also  send  you  a  new  lip-hook ;  as  you  will  see  the 
bait  will  spin  on  its  centre  instead  of  as  in  the  old  lip- 
hook  wobble  round  it. — Yours  faithfully, 

Maxwell  J.  Boyle. 

[Mr.  Boyle's  spinning  feather  bait  is  very  ingenious, 
and  I  hope  to  try  it  soon.  There  is  no  doubt  it  will 
kill  pike  or  other  fish  which  take  a  fish  bait.  Mr. 
Boyle's  lip-hook  is  also  excellent,  and  will  doubtless 
be  made  with  eye  at  end  of  shank  as  well  as  with  plain 
shank  for  whipping  to  gut  or  gimp. — Bd.] 


PASTES  FOR  ROACH, 

Dear  Sir, — lie  letter  in  your  issue  for  Oct.  2.5 
signed  "  Chelsea  Bun,"  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending 
you  a  paste  for  roach  made  by  myself ;  it  is  always 
ready  for  use  and  will  keep  for  any  reasonable  time. 
The  tin  I  enclose  has  been  made  three  months,  so  you 
will  be  able  to  form  some  idea  of  the  length  of  time  it 
will  keep.  I  have  been  experimenting  with  some  for 
a  considerable  period  of  time,  but  could  not  make  it 
to  my  satisfaction  until  now.  It  has  also  considerable 
killing  qualities,  and  I  have  caught  roach  and  bream 
when  every  other  bait  ha3  failed.  There  has  been  a 
great  demand  for  it  in  Leicester  and  district,  and  I 
am  convinced  it  only  requires  to  be  better  known  and 
it  will  have  a  greater  demand  even  than  here.  It  will 
not  wash  off  the  hook  in  the  swiftest  stream ;  I  tried 
it  under  a  tap  with  the  full  force  on  for  fifteen  minutes, 
and  it  was  as  sound  as  when  I  first  placed  it  on  the 
hook. — Yours  faithfully,  E.  S.  Taylor, 

West  Bridge-square,  Fishing-tackle  Maker. 

Leicester. 

P.S. — If  "  Chelsea  Bun  "  will  send  me  his  address  I 
will  send  him  a  sample  to  try. 

[Mr.  Taylor's  paste  is  scented  with  aniseed,  which 
some  angling  writers  recommend  as  attractive  to  roach, 
etc.  There  is  no  doubt  fish  have  the  sense  of  smell 
well  developed,  and  I  have  proved  that  tench  like 
the  smell  of  tar — a  tip  Walton  gives. — Ed.] 


LIGHT  WEIGHT  TROUT  RODS, 
Dear  Sir, — We  have  read  with  great  interest  the 
various  letters  that  have  appeared  in  the  columns  of 
your  paper  regarding  light  weight  trout  rods.  In 
your  last  issue  "  Viator "  states  that  he  has  at  last 
learned  "  that  one  of  the  largest  fishing  tackle  makers 
is  now  preparing  to  place  these  light  weight  rods  upon 
the  market."  As  from  this  it  might  be  supposed  that 
these  rods  have  not  hitiherto  beea  made  in  this 
country,  we  beg  to  say  that  in  the  1833  Exhibition 
we  showed  nine  feet  three-joint  greanheart  rods  that 
weighed  4Joz.,  and  ten  feet  ditto  weighing  7oz  ,  and 
since  then  have  regularly  made  and  sold  this  class  of 
rod  both  in  greenheart  and  split  cane,  the  weights 
running  fam  3foz.  to  6Joz.  As  showing  that  ibis 
weight  of  rod  is  not  a  "mere  toy"  one  of  ouc 
customers,  fishing  with  a  S.^oz.  ten  feet  Dankeld  rod, 
killedin  twenty-eight  consecuiivedays' fly  fishing  eleven 
hundred  and  seventy-two  sea-trout  and  six  salmon, 
the  largest  weighing  81b.  His  best  day  was  ninety- 
one  sea-trout,  weighing  1151b.  Another  customer, 
fishing  with  a  4Joz.  Diinkeld  rod,  hooked  on  one  cast 
and  landed  at  the  same  time  two  trout  that  weighed 
131b.  Others  have  killed  salmon  up  to  13^1b.  and 
trout  up  to  9|lb.  with  these  4Jjz.  rods.  Such  fiots 
prove  that  these  rods  ciu  be  made  to  stand  all 
practical  fly  fishing  tests,  and  our  experience  as 
fishing-tackle  makers  shoAf  that  a  large  number  of 
practical  anglers,  both  in  our  own  and  other  countries, 
find  that  these  rods  are  suitable  for  all  ordinary  fly 
fishing  work. 

We  agree  with  you,  Mr.  Editor,  that  it  is  impossible 
to  make  one  style  of  rod  suit  all  classes  of  fly  fisher- 
men. "  With  many  men  many  minds."  In  the  past 
the  tendency  has  been  to  run  into  heavy  weights. — ■ 
Yours  faithfully,  R.  Anderson  &  Sons. 

Edinburgh. 


FINE  ROACH. 

Dear  Sir, — In  regard  to  your  "  occasional  note  "  in 
reference  to  the  two  roach  sent  you  by  Mr.  H.  G, 
Veitch,  which  scaled  respectively  21b.  5oz.  and  21b. 
4oz.,  it  is  surprising  to  find  that  specimen  fish  of  this 
kind  are  more  often  caught  by  anglers  nowadays 
than  there  was  any  record  of  in  the  early  days  of 
angling.  We  hear  of  roaih  scaling  over  21b.  being 
taken  from  the  Thames,  Hampshire  Avon,  Arun,  and 
on  the  Broads  every  now  and  then,  yet  the  late 
Greville  Fennell  in  his  "Book  of  the  Roach  "  says  : 
"Long  as  we  have  tried  to  catch  or  get  a  full  un- 
qualified example  of  roach  above  2|lb.  we  have  not  as 
yet  succeeded,  and  would  go  a  long  way  to  see  it.  We 
do  not,  therefore,  think  there  is  any  authentic  evidence 
of  roach  muoh  over  21b.,  and  few  reach  that  weight." 
For  ten  years  Mr.  Greville  Fennell  offered  £1  for  a 
roach  of  21b.,  £1  5s.  for  one  of  2ilb.,  £2  fo:  one  of  31b  , 
and  £6  for  one  an  ounce  above  that  weight.  None 
of  these  offers  brought  forth  a  fish  reaching  the 
minimum  weight.  You  will  remember  that  the  late 
Ijord  Inverurie  asked  you  to  induce  anglers  to  send  to 
the  Fishing  Gazette  a  list  of  any  Urge  pike  with  date 
and  place  of  capture  with  weight  of  the  fish.  Would 
it  not  be  equally  interesting  if  you  allowed  a  little 
space  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  a  list  of  large  roach? 
I  feel  sure  the  list  you  would  receive  would  rather 
surprise  the  late  Mr.  Greville  Fennell  if  ha  could  only 
rise  from  mother  earth  and  read  it. — Yours  truly, 

F.  H.  AmPhlett. 

[It  certainly  is  very  curious  that  both  Francis 
Francis  and  Greville  Fennell  should  have  tried  in 
vain  to  get  such  roach  as  nowadays  may  be  said  to 
be  fairly  common.  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  have 
authentic  reports  of  roach  of  2^1b.  and  over. — Ed.j 


320 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


November  1,  1902 


A  TWELVE-INCH  PIKE  TAKES  A  SPINNING 
BAIT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  your  issue  of  Oct.  11  your 
correspondent  E.  Phillips  expressea  surprise  that  a 
twelve-inch  pike  should  take  a  three-inch  metal 
spinning  halt,  and  as  the  fish  only  scaled  Goz.  and 
was  empty  when  cut  open  suggests  that  the  young 
pike  must  have  heen  hungered  to  death.  As  for  some 
time  I  have  had  numerous  pike  under  observation  in 
order  to  be  able  to  watch  their  habits  and  photograph 
them  in  life,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  supply  him  with 
some  information  which  will  show  that  none  of  the 
conditions  that  he  speaks  of  are  unusual. 

The  three  smallest  pike  I  have  had  under  observa- 
tion measured  seven  and  a-half,  nine  and  a-half,  and 
twelve  inches :  their  respective  weights  soon  after 
capture  were  l|oz.,  2Joz.,  and  5oz.  The  twelve-inch 
pike  weighing  5oz,  contained  Joz.  of  spawn. 

The  two  smaller  fish  were  kept  in  tanks  and  fed  on 
minnows  and  young  carp,  the  latter  being  from  one 
and  a-half  to  three  inches  in  length.  During  the  last 
five  daj's  I  have  counted  the  small  carp  taken  by  the 
nine  and'  a-half  inch  pike  ;  the  numbers  were  three, 
one,  one,  two,  and  one  fish  per  diem. 

The  three  fish  on  the  first  day  were  taken  at  a  sitting, 
the  largest  being  just  three  inches.  The  bulging  sides 
of  the  young  pike  looked  most  extraordinary,  and  the 
contour  of  each  of  the  fish  swallowed  was  quite 
distinct. 

The  fact  that  the  twelve-inch  pike  caught  by  your 
correspondent  contained  no  food  does  not  necessarily 
mean  that  it  was  starving,  as  the  digestion  of  pike  is 
very  rapid.  Pike  do  not  seem  to  suSer  from  indiges- 
tion from  overfeeding,  but  I  have  found  that  unless 
the  food  supply  is  constant  their  digestive  power  is 
weakened,  and  though  they  may  greedily  seize  their 
prey,  every  fish  will  be  thrown  up  when  partially 
digested. — Yours  truly,  Francis  Ward. 


"  TO  BE  OR  '  KNOT '  TO  BE." 

Dear  Sir, — Figuratively  speaking,  one  feels  bound 
up  after  perusing  the  correspondence  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Oct.  18,  and  I  am  sure  you  have  the  sym- 
pathy of  most  anglers  in  your  toil,  assorting  the 
knotty  diagrams. 

Here  is  a  story  of  a  knot  which  may  help  to  relieve 
the  tension.  A  certain  Glasgow  man,  after  some  keen 
angling,  was  about  to  successfully  land  a  wife.  The 
banns  had  been  duly  proclaimed,  but,  unfortunately, 
before  the  day  fixed  for  the  wedding  arrived  he  had  to 
hurry  abroad  on  urgent  business,  where  he  was 
detained  for  a  considerable  time.  On  his  return  he 
was  informed  by  the  minister  that  owing  to  the  time 
which  had  elapsed  the  banns  would  have  to  be  again 
proclaimed  in  the  kirk  before  the  marriage  knot 
could  be  tied  properly. 

This  smacked  too  much  of  red  tape  to  my  friend, 
who  informed  the  minister  testily  that  he  would  be 

d  d  (he  did,  really)  if  he  would  consent  to  be  made 

the  laughing-stock  of  the  place.  In  this  frame  of 
mind  he  met  a  great  ministerial  friend,  the  late 
Dr.  Brown,  of  Glasgow,  to  whom  he  related  the 
incident.  "  Well,  well,"  said  the  reverend  gentleman, 
after  enjoying  the  joke;  "you  come  up  to  my  manse 
and  bring  your  fiancie,  also  the  best  man  and  the 
bridesmaid,  and  I  will  tie  a  knot  that  the  devil 
himself  cannot  undo."    And  he  did. — Yours  truly, 

Elgin.  A.  Mac  Donald. 


CRYSTAL  PALACE  AQUARIUM. 

Dear  Sir, — This  aquarium  is  now  practically  the 
best  in  London  for  fresh-water  fish,  there  being  eighteen 
varieties  in  the  ten  tanks — namely,  bream,  golden 
carp,  tench,  gudgeon,  roach,  perch,  sticklebacks,  eels, 
Spiegel  carp,  dace,  bleak,  gold-fish,  silver-fish,  minnows, 
rainbow  trout,  hybrid  trout,  Japanese  fantails,  of 
which  the  first  seven  were  caught  in  the  lakes  in  the 
Palace  grounds.  The  enterprising  manager  of  the 
Crystal  Palace,  Mr.  Henry  Sillman,  is  taking  so  much 
interest  in  the  aquarium  that  he  intends  having  the 
tanks  properly  illuminated  on  popular  evenings  during 
the  autumn,  winter,  and  early  spring.  There  can  be 
little  doubt  that  a  very  small  charge  for  admission  on 
crowded  days  would  not  be  taken  amiss  by  the  general 
public,  as  on  Bank  Holidays,  etc.,  thousands  of  people 
throng  the  place,  and  as  the  expenses  are  somewhat 
heavy,  tuch  small  charge  would  do  something  towards 
defraying  them  and  paying  the  cost  of  importing  some 
more  varieties  of  fish. 

Mr.  S.  B.  Thomas,  who  has  been  spoken  of  as 
"  Kingfisher  to  the  Crystal  Palace  Aquarium,"  has 
voluntarily  given  his  services  for  two  summers  catch- 
ing innumerable  fish  in  the  Palace  lakes  and  placing 
them  in  the  aquarium. 

He  has  also  given  such  advice  as  was  necessary 
regarding  supplies  of  outside  fish  suitable  for  keeping 
In  captivity. 

It  appears  that,  with  three  exceptions,  all  the  fiA 
are  doing  very  well  indeed,  taking  a  good  meal  of 
chopped  horseflesh  at  4  p.m.  daily.  The  exceptions 
are  the  perch,  which,  though  placed  in  the  tanks  as 
quickly  as  possible  after  being  caught,  will  not  live  at 
the  outside  more  than  a  few  weeks,  and  the  bream 


and  gudgeon,  which  two  last  appear  perfectly  well 
until  February,  when  fungus  sets  in,  and,  unless  they 
are  turned  out  of  doors,  all  die.— Yours  faithfully, 

Ellivas. 


LATE  SPAWNING  PERCH. 
Dear  Sie, — Since  reading  "  Hawthorn's  "  letter  in 
last  week's  Fiahing  Gazette,  I  have  summed  up  suffi- 
cient courage  to  air  my  experience  of  a  similar  nature 
to  his. 

On  Oct.  17  last  I  caught  five  perch  in  a  loch  near 
here,  four  of  them  were  full  of  milt  (three)  and  spawn 
(one).  The  average  weight  of  these  four  would  be 
about  13oz.  or  14oz.  I  did  not  weigh  them,  but  they 
measured  ten  to  eleven  inches  each.  The  fifth,  which 
was  thirteen  inches  long,  contained  no  spawn. 

In  previous  years,  during  this  month  and  later,  I 
have  caught  perch  in  another  loch  near  here,  but 
have  never  noticed  development  of  spawn  in  them. 

Owing  to  the  genial  (sic)  weather  experienced  this 
past  spring  and  summer,  perhaps  late  spawning  is 
general ;  if  so,  perch  and  probably  pike  and  others 
should  be  in  good  form  about  March  15  next.  Mr.  A. 
Jardine  is  not  behind  me  with  his  "  Priest." 

So  far  as  pike  are  concerned  this  season,  I  have 
only  caught  one  up  to  the  present,  and  that  ten  days 
ago.  It  weighed  a  little  over  Gib.  I  did  not  take 
much  notice  of  it  before  giving  it  away,  so  that  I  am 
unable  to  say  whether  it  contained  spawn  or  no. 

It  is  a  far  cry  from  the  Avon  to  here,  so  I  suppose 
that  if  fish  are  backward  there  the  same  must  be 
expected  here  in  a  higher  degree. 

I  expect  you  are  aware  of  the  fact,  though  I  hope  I 
am  not  worrying  you  when  I  state  that  the  river  Ayr 
contains  grayling.  I  have  not  had  time  to  make 
searching  inquiries  yet,  but  I  believe  they  were  intro- 
duced some  years  ago,  and  I  know  they  are  thriving 
and  apparently  do  not  interfere  with  the  trout,  which 
are  increasing  since  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river 
have  been  strictly  preserved  and  watched  (five  years). 

The  river  contains  yellow  trout,  sea-trout,  and 
whitling,  also  a  few  salmon.  Perhaps  your  contributor 
"  Black  Beetle  "  knows  something  about  it.  I  know 
he  has  caught  more  grayling  in  it  than  I  have. — Yours 
truly,  C.  Stephens,  Q.M.S.,  C.S.,  R.S.F. 

Depot,  Royal  Scots  Fusiliers,  Ayr. 


INVENTING  THE  SPLIT-BAMBOO  ROD. 

Dear  Sir, — I  do"not  think  there  is  :any  doubt  that 
the  manufacture  of  split-cane  rods  dates  back  to  more 
than  fifty  years.  I  remember  whilst  serving  my  time 
with  my  late  father  in  the  fishing-tackle  business, 
somewhere  between  18G2  and  1869,  I  made  for  stock 
some  of  these  rods.  They  were  not  as  light  as  the 
present  ones,  but  were  made  specially  for  railing  for 
mackerel.  The  cane  they  were  made  of  was  called,  I 
think,  bucket  cane,  and  was  about  twelve  or  fourteen 
inches  in  diameter,  the  substance  of  the  cane  itself 
about  five-eightha  of  an  inch  in  thickness  ;  of  couri  e  a 
lot  of  the  inside  was  cut  away,  but  the  bark  or  outside 
shell  was  left.  They  were  very  powerful.  I  remember 
seeing  several  salmon  and  trout  rods  about  the  same 
time  that  were  brought  in  for  repairs. — Yours  truly, 

Plymouth.  William  Heabdbe. 


A  BULL  TROUT  FROM  LOUGH  CULLEN. 

Dear  Sir,— In  your  issue  of  Oct.  25  Mr.  S.  S. 
Mossop  states  that  he  killed  in  Lough  CuUen  a  fish 
which  Mr.  Cooper  identified  as  a  bull  trout  (S.  eriox). 
Would  either  Mr.  Mossop  or  Mr.  Cooper  kindly  let  us 
know  the  characters  by  which  the  specific  identity  of 
the  fish  was  determined  ? — Yours  truly, 

Frank  Balfoue  Browne. 

Goldielea,  Dumfries,  N.B. 


THAT  35LB.  BROWN  TROUT  AND  THE 
"PANMURE  GORDON"  FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  sorry,  to  have  missed  Mr.  Daniel 
O'Fee's  reply  in  your  issue  of  Oct.  18,  but  I  was  away 
grayling  fishing.  To  ask  us  to  accept  the  total  weight 
of  that  trout  upon  such  hearsay  "  evidence  "  as  "Dan" 
adduces  is  absurd.  My  own  impression  is  that  the 
genial  Belfast  fishmonger  to  whom  he  refers  us  has 
been  taking  a  rise  out  of  him. 

About  the  "  Panmure  Gordon  "  fly— there  are  other 
persons  than  journalists  whose  bad  memories  need 
the  aid  of  notebooks.  My  diary  records  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Panmure  Gordon's  letter  to  "  Dan  "  was  twelve 
months  old  when  he  showed  it  to  me ;  it  further 
reproduces  his  words,  "  I  never  answered  the  letter." 
Mr.  Gordon  never  fished  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee  in  his 
life,  and  I  have  Mr.  Gordon's  assurance  that  he  never 
answered  Mr.  O'Fee's  letter,  which  was  written  after 
showing  me  Mr.  Gordon's  ytar-old  order.  Mr.  Gordon 
had  given  up  fishing  in  this  interval,  and  our  conver- 
sation about  Dan  O'Fee  led  to  my  purchasing  all  Mr. 
Gordon's  flies  and  tackle.  Dan  O'Fee  never  tied  a  fly 
for  Mr.  Panmure  Gordon  of  any  sort  or  kind,  and  his 
claim  to  the  "  invention  "  is  more  creditable  to  his 
imagination  than  to  his  accuracy.  It  is  on  a  par  with 
his  former  claim  to  have  "invented  "  my  patterns  of 
the  English  May  Fly,  the  fact  being  that  he  had  never 
seen  suob  flies  until  I  showed  them  to  him. 


"  Dan's  "  alleged  reasons  for  being  unable  to  fix  the 
year  in  which  he  "invented"  the  Panmure  Gordon 
fly  are  more  amusing  than  convincing.  Perhaps  that 
"  notebook  "  of  mine  had  more  to  do  with  his  reluct- 
ance to  fix  a  date  than  those  changes  of  atmosphere 
and  rivers  to  which  he  refers.  How  could  such  things 
influence  him  when  he  had  never  seen  the  Aberdeen- 
shire Dee  in  his  life  ? 

As  I  have,  in  my  time,  given  Dan  O'Fee  many 
substantial  tokens  of  my  friendship  and  good  wishes, 
he  will,  I  hope,  accept  my  assurance  that  this  letter 
is  prompted  by  no  unfriendly  feeling.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  write  more  in  sorrow  than  in  anger  that  he 
should  allow  his  Celtic  imagination  to  rim  away 
with  him.  He  is  the  best  salmon  fly  tier  I  ever 
met — as  regards  workmanship — but  life  is  not  long 
enough  to  wait  for  his  rare  fits  of  industry.  He  fools 
round  over  so-called  inventions,  and  whilst  grasping 
at  the  shadow  misses  the  substance. — Yours  truly, 

Bromley,  Kent.  C.  W.  Gedney.  j 

WOULD  MORE  NECK  BE  BETTER  IN  EYED 
FLIES?— THE  VARNISH  IN  EYE  NUISANCE. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  correspondence 
that  has  been  going  on  lately  in  your  columns 
regarding  the  advantages— for  arti6cial  flies — of  eyed 
hooks  over  hooks  tied  to  gut,  I  should  like  to  mention 
one  failing,  according  to  my  ideas,  which  I  have 
noticed  in  all  flies  on  eyed  hooks  that  have  come 
under  my  observation  up  to  now.  If  my  ideas  on  this 
subject  are  erroneous,  I  shall  be  very  pleased  to  have 
them  pointed  out  to  me  as  such,  my  object  in  writing 
these  lines  being  to  ascertain  the  opinion  of  authorities 
on  these  matters. 

The  failing  which  I  have  in  view  is  the  absence  of 
space  between  the  head  of  the  fly  and  the  eye  of  the 
hook.  According  to  my  ideas  on  the  subject  there 
ought  to  be  space-enough  left  to  allow  the  knot  of  the 
gut  (whatever  description  of  knot  be  used)  to  be  formed 
between  the  eye  of  the  hook  and  the  fly's  head,  without 
pressing  in  the  least  on  the  latter.  As  things  stand 
now,  I  find  that  there  is  not  enough  space  left  even 
for  the  finest  gut  to  settle  comfortably  between  the 
head  of  the  fly  and  the  eye  of  the  hook,  with  the 
result  that  the  hook  does  not  hang  "  true  "  on  the  gut, 
and  that  the  head  of  the  fly  gets  damaged  much 
quicker  than  it  ought  to.  Besides,  I  think  that  the 
knot  would  be  more  reliable,  and  that  the  number  of 
misses  would  be  reduced  if  the  improvement  which  I 
suggest  were  carried  out. 

I  hope  that  this  short  note  of  mine  will  elicit 
a  statement  of  the  views  of  yourself  and  of  some  of 
your  correspoodents  who  are  authorities  on  the 
subject  of  the  eyed  hook  for  flies. — Yours  truly, 

St.  Petersburg.  Paul  Tchehkassov. 

[There  is  no  doubt  the  fly-dressers  might  give  us  a 
little  more  space  on  the  hook  next  the  eye,  say  the  six- 
teenth of  an  inch,  eo  that  the  gut  would  clasp  the  metal 
behind  the  eye,  instead  of,  as  Baron  Tcherkassov  points 
out,  the  head  of  the  fly.  Often  enough  the  binding 
silk  gets  cut  when  one  is  cutting  out  an  old  piece  of 
gut.  It  is  also  most  annoying  to  find  the  eye  of  the 
fly  filled  up  with  hard  varnish,  and  yet  this  constantly 
happens  with  flies  from  the  best  houses.  Attention 
to  these  small  matters  would  be  appreciated  by 
purchasers. — Ed.] 


RE  "VANISHING  RAINBOWS." 

Dear  Sib, — In  your  "Occasional  Notes  "  quotations 
from  correspondents'  letters  are  given  in  which  dis- 
appointment is  freely  expressed  as  a  result  of  stocking 
their  streams  with  rainbows. 

We  have  similar  experience  here.  The  Horncastle 
Angling  Association  put  in  several  thousands  for  three 
consecutive  seasons,  with  the  result  that  up  to  the 
present  we  have  not  heard  of  the  capture  of  a  single 
fish. 

That  the  stream  is  able  to  support  them  there 
cannot  be  the  slightest  doubt,  as  it  teems  with  insect 
life,  and  other  trout  thrive  therein  well. 

We  presume  that  with  the  floods  the  fish  have 
passed  from  the  Bain  into  the  Witham,  distant  about 
thirteen  miles.  If  such  is  the  case  the  Boston  anglers 
should  stand  a  good  chance  for  capturing  near  the 
flood  gates,  as  they  await  their  opening  to  allow  them 
passing  to  the  sea. 

If  anglers  are  fortunate  enough  to  capture  any  we 
hero  would  be  pleased  if  the  same  was  made  known 
through  the  medium  of  your  valuable  paper — that  we 
at  all  events  may  be  convinced  that  in  spite  of  several 
and  renewed  obstacles  in  their  path  the  same  were 
overcome,  and  that  it  is  no  use  stocking  streams  like 
oursSwith  rainbows.  In  some  private  ponds  close  at 
hand  they  have  thriven  amazingly. — Y^ours  truly, 

Horncastle.  W.  Bryant. 

[I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Bryant.  It  is  amusing 
to  me  to  think  of  the  way  I  was  abused  a  few  yeari; 
ago  for  warning  people  that  the  rainbow  was  a  dark 
horse  to  back — in  rivers  you  don't  see  his  back  again. 
In  some  ponds  with  plenty  of  food  he  does  very  well, 
but  I  have  never  heard  of  any  breeding  in  this  country 
in  a  wild  state.— Ed.] 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


What  does  "  Dacorum  "  mean  ? 

Some  years  ago  when  on  a  trout  fishing  holiday 
with  Mr.  Alfred  C.  Harmsworth  he  pointed  out  to 
me  on  the  wall  of  his  fishing  house  a  map  of  part 
of  Hertfordshire  on  which  was  in  large  letters  the 
word  "  Dacorum,"  and  said  no  one  seemed  to 
know  what  it  meant,  and  asked  me  if  I  did. 

I  could  give  no  explanation,  but  the  word  stuck 
in  my  memory,  and  when  I  have  met  with  anyone 
learned  in  the  cartography  of  Hertfordshire  I  have 
fired  "  Dacorum  "  at  him,  but  without  result.  The 
other  day  I  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  W.  B.  Gerish, 
the  hon.  secretary  of  the  East  Herts  Archaeological 
Society,  and  as  the  motto  of  the  society  is 

"  Cogitavimus  dies  Antiquos," 

I  thought  I  would  put  my  "  Dacorum  "  fly  over 
him,  and  he  kindly  rose  to  it  as  follows  : — 

"  Bishop's  Stortford, 

"  Oct.  29,  1902. 
"  Dear  Sir, — No  satisfactory  explanation  has 
ever  been  offered  for  the  meaning  of  the  term 
'  Dacorum.'  Cussans,  our  latest  historian  (1879), 
only  repeats  what  Salmon  (1728)  says.  Thus 
Cussans : — 

"  '  Of  the  parishes  which  are  now  included  within 
the  Hundred  of  Dacorum,  some  are  described  in 
Domesday  Book  as  being  in  the  Hundred  of 
Danais  and  others  in  the  Htmdred  of  Tring. 
These  Hundreds  were  consolidated  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  III.  under  the  name  of  "  Dacorum." 
As  to  the  origin  of  the  word  I  can  offer  no  other 
explanation  than  that  suggested  by  Salmon  in  his 
history  of  this  county.  He  says :  "  Danais  cum 
Tring  may  have  been,  by  unaccurate  Writers  and 
Speakers,  deformed  into  Dacorum.  We  may  guess 
the  corruption  to  have  been  first  in  the  Pronuncia- 
tion, then  in  the  Clerks."  ' 

"  Both  Danai.s  and  Tring  are  presumed  to  be 
tribal  names. — Yours  faithfully, 

"W.  B.  Geeish. 

••B.  B.  Marston,  Esq." 


Tarpon  Fishing  and  Fishing  in  Newfoundland. 

Captain  G.  M.  Hutton,  D.S.O.,  writing  to  me 
from  Bermuda,  says  : — 

"  I  would  be  glad  of  any  information  as  to  time, 
locality,  tackle,  expense,  etc.,  of  tarpon  fishing 
to  be  obtained  for  New  Orleans.  Also  ditto  of 
salmon  and  sea-trout  from  Halifax  or  in  New- 
foundland. I  also  would  be  glad  of  the  address  of 
anyone  to  whom  I  could  write  in  either  place  who 
would  not  object  to,  and  could  be  relied  on,  giving 
accurate  information." 

I  asked  Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell,  M.P.,  about  the 
tarpon  fishing,  and  he  kindly  replies  as  follows  : — 

"  House  of  Commons, 

"  Oct.  29,  1902. 
"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  have  filled  in  and  sent 
off  the  post-card  as  well  as  I  could.  There  are 
two  new  hotels  at  Bocca  Grande  now,  but  I  don't 
know  much  about  them— as  I  had  a  little  schooner. 
The  best  time  is  the  end  of  April  and  beginning 
of  May  (when  it  gets  hot),  and  E.  Vom  Hofe,  95, 
Fulton -street,  makes  the  best  tackle. 

"  I  think  we  might  look  for  some  salmon  coming 
back  next  spring. — Yours  truly, 

"W.  H.  Grenfell." 

I  cannot  say  I  am  any  more  hopeful  as  to  the 
chances  of  grilse  appearing  in  the  Thames  next 
spring,  but  no  one  would  be  more  delighted  if  they 
do  come.  By  the  way,  Mr.  Grenfell  has  a  very 
interesting  article  on  tarpon  fishing  in  Part  I.  of 
Messrs.  Cassell's  new  "  Sports  of  the  World." 
Bamboo  rods  for  this  work  are  not  a  bit  of  use. 
Mr.  Grenfell  says  he  broke  four  in  one  morning, 
while  with  one  tough  iron-wood  rod  he  had  landed 
ninety  out  of  a  hundred  tarpon  which  he  caught 
in  the  Bocca  Grande  Pass. 


Six  Carp  Weighing  over  93lb. 

I  see  from  that  excellent  journal  La  Peche 
Moderne  that  M.  Hory,  a  shoemaker  of  Toumus, 
who  is  a  very  keen  carp  angler,  on  the  morning  of 
Sept.  30  last  caught  six  carp,  two  of  20  livres, 
one  of  19,  one  of  15,  one  of  10,  and  one  of  9. 
Although  using  good  tackle,  as  proved  by  the  fish 
landed,  M.  Hory  lost  one  which  smashed  him 
after  a  fight  of  twenty  minutes.  The  bait  used 
was  la  feve  cuite,  which  I  take  to  be  baked  beans ; 
but  what  kind  of  beans  and  how  baked  ?  The 
French  livre  is  rather  more  than  our  pound. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Corbett's  58^lb.  Salmon. 

After  seeing  Mr.  Corbett's  magnificent  salmon, 
I  asked  him  if  he  would  let  me  send  it  to  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club,  and  he  very  kindly  did  so ;  it  is 
now  there  for  a  short  time,  and  was  greatly 
admired  at  the  meeting  of  the  club  on  Thursday 
evening  (Oct.  30)  after  the  very  enjoyable  House 
Dinner — the  first  of  the  winter. 


The  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 

I  am  glad  to  acknowledge  another  life  member- 
ship subscription  of  one  guinea  from  Mr.  A.  B. 
Wyime  (Indian  Civil  Service,  retired),  Veytaux, 
Switzerland. 


The  Great  American  Lake  Trout. 
The  manager  of  the  Earl  of  Denbigh's  Pish 
Hatcheries  informs  me  that]  theirj  authority  for 
stating  that  the  Canadian  great  lake  trout  attains 
a  weight  of  over  1001b.  is  Doctors  Jordan  and 
Evermann's  work  on  the  American  Salmonidce, 
This  is  a  very  good  authority,  I  admit,  but  I  cannot 
help  thinking  they  have  made  some  mistake  in  view 
of  what  other  authorities  say.  Anyway,  there  is 
no  doubt  it  is  a  fine  fish.  R.  B.  Marston. 


THE  "AMATEUE  ANGLEK." 


Mr.  Edward  Marston,  who  is  now  the  father 
of  the  London  publishing  world,  is  also  a  veteran 
angler.  He  has  written  delightfully  aa  the  "  Ama- 
teur Angler,"  and  he  is  just  giving  us  another 
volume  BO  signed.  Being,  happily,  still  full  of 
vigour,  he  this  summer  spent  a  fishing  holiday 
in  Dovedale.  His  volume  is  called  "  Dovedale 
Revisited,"  for  eighteen  years  ago  he  wrote  his 
"  Days  in  Dovedale."  To  anglers  the  Dove  is  a 
classical  stream,  by  reason  of  its  associations  with 
Walton  and  Cotton.  This  and  the  beautiful  Dove 
country  supply  a  subject  very  dear  to  the  "  Amateur 
Angler's  "  heaort. — Dadly  Chronicle. 


THE  CAEP:  HIS  HABITS,  HAUNTS, 
AND  HOW  TO  CATCH  HIM. 
By  Oto  Overbeck,  F.C.S.,  F.G.S. 

(Concluded  from  page  307.) 

Carp  have  largely  developed  nostrils  with  curious 
lids,  and  I  think  find  bait — even  hidden  by  mud — 
mostly  by  scent.  It  will  be  noted  that  these 
monsters  must  hook  themselves.  Of  this  more 
anon.  A  water  telescope  would  be  the  way  to  find 
out  when  to  strike  by  simple  observation.  The 
hook-shanks  may  be  painted  bait-colour  if  dark, 
since  the  hook  shows  wonderfully  clearly  through 
a  thin  layer  of  paste  as  it  is  after  lying  for  a  time 
in  the  water. 

Having  cast  in  well  out  and  carefully  not  to  calst 
off  the  bait,  throw  a  little  of  a  mixture  of  boi  o  d 
potatoes  and  mud  with,  say,  brewer's  grains  mixed 
in  the  form  of  balls  roimd  about  the  lead  and 
retire  to  behind  the  rushes,  lying  down  close  at 
the  reel  (the  two  buttons  being  first  placed  parallel 
to  the  rod),  the  whole  length  of  the  rod  being  upon 
the  bank,  observing  that  the  line  runs  freely  and 
no  part  of  the  line  rises  in  the  water  (fresh  line 
often  floats  fatally  in  parts) ;  then  lie  down 
(perhaps,  preferably,  even  for  men  and  anglers, 
with  a  book  of  a  kind  to  aid  in  rendering  the  mind 
peaceful  and  patient)  and  wait — -wait  as  I  have 
done,  for  three  or  even  more  days  on  end,  from 
absolutely  mom  (3  a.m.)  till  dark — ^wait  for  a  bite, 
and  be  thankful  when  you  get  it,  humour  the 
tackle,  fish,  and  rod,  and  land  him  if  you  can,  if 
not,  well — return  to  your  book  when  your  circula- 
tion has  again  become  normal. 

One  of  several  things  is  impossible  in  carp 
fishing — ^namely,  to  walk  on  the  bank,  which .  I 
have  observed  'they  nbtice  and  fly  from  at  once, 
also  talking  and,  shall  I  add,  smoking  (being  a 
non-smoker  myself  I ),  'in'  deference  to  what  I 
referred  to  in  their  powers  of  scent  and  their  not 
unnatural  dislike  of  our  perfidious  species. 

They  detect  vibrations  at  once  in  a  medium  so 
heavy  yet  responsive  to  them,  as  for  instance — start 
the  boat  across  the  pond  and  they  are  gone,  every 
man  jack  (man  carp,  I  mean)  of  them.  Having  once 
startled  carp  half-an-hour  at  least  will  pass  by  ere 
a  single  one  will  be  seen  within  fifty  yards  of  the 
bait,  so  take  note.  A  natural  splash — that  is,  with 
no  movement  after — does  not  startle  them,  such 
as  casting  in,  provided  the  angler  can  keep  out  of 
sight,  but  the  [Succeeding  ground-baiting  frightens 
them  away.  The  fright  engendered  by  the  mad 
rushes  of  a  hooked  fish  make  the  fish  still  less 
likely  to  approach  perhaps  the  only  spot  from 
which  it  may  be  possible  to  cast,  for  carp  ponds 
generally  are  secluded,  the  rushy  spots  {bulmishj, 
I  mean)  six  or  seven  feet  high,  with  their  toes 
in  the  water,  and  not  terra  firma  either. 

After  having  caught  a  few  (two  is  a  host,  by 
experience),  say  on  successive  days,  they  become 
very  shy  and  will  forsake  that  spot  for  some  time, 
and  are  best  for  fish  and  self  (respect)  left  alone. 

Of  times,  I  think  little  can  be  said.  I  have 
caught  them  at  all  times,  but  after  daybreak  and  be- 
fore dusk  one  has  a  hankering  for.  By  night  I  have 
never  had  a  run,  even  with  fv3l  moon.  Of  weathers, 
let  it  be  hot,  that  is  the  sine  qua  non,  and  a  north- 
east, north,  or  east  ice-cold  blast  (here  in  Lincoln- 
shire) is  absolutely  fatal — you  will  not  even  see  a 
fish.  They  go  into  the  mud  for  warmth,  and  are 
tender  fish  really  (as  is  the  golden  carp  or  "  gold- 
fish," very  much  so). 

My  experience  in  their  haunt  here,  where  food 
is  superabundant,  is  that  it  is  scarcely  possible  to 
catch  any  before  they  have  exhausted  their  larval 
food  with  which  the  pond  teems,  any  pail  of  water 
being  full  of  queer  objects  of  a  lively  soft  nature 
and  green  colour  (as  are  the  contents  of  their 
stomachs). 

The  two  last  weeks  in  September  and  two  first  in 
October — after  which  they  retire  into  the  mud  for 
the  winter — are  to  my  way  of  being  brought  to 
believe  the  only  times  to  get  them.  It  is  then 
still  too  warm  to  retire  and  food  lessens  when  paste 
tempts  them.  Boiled  potatoes  (whole)  tempt  them 
too,  and  they  may  be  caught  by  them,  threading 
the  gut  through  the  centre  with  a  baiting  needle 
and  then  mounting  it.  We  have  heard  of  cherries, 
(strawberries),  plums,  (blackbsrries),  peas,  (beans), 
(bananas),  (apples),  (pears),  (gcass),  and  can  do 
nothing  with  them.  Those  in  brackets  I  have 
failed  with.  They  never  touch  worms  or  gentles 
here,  probably  because  perch  get  them  first,  and  so 
one  is  driven  (in  order  to  keep  the  liae  quiet)  to 
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use  a  bait  only  perhaps  tench  besides  will  touch, 
I  have  actually  gone  so  far  (breathe  it  gently,  or 
hold  your  breath — that  is,  nose)  as  to  make  paste 
with  dry  bread  and  a  host  of  gentles  (clean)  "  for 
juice  "  ;  these  have  now,  thank  goodness,  become 
only  "  sweet  memories  of  the  past."  "Worm  juice 
and  bread  paste  similarly  obtained  (only  by  stewing 
the  lobs  in  their  own  gravy)  have  also  been  grate- 
fully abandoned.  Cheese  has  not  answered  either, 
and  curiously  enough  "gentle  juice  paste"  (gentle 
is  here  a  noun,  not  a  jironoun)  smells  like  high 
cheese  and  not  like  gamy  food,  its  only  semi- 
redeeming  feature. 

Carp  Experiences. 
(1)  Losing  a  monster,  perhaps  251b.  as  judged  from 
its  appearance  and  comparison  with  a  201b. 
fish  examined. 

We  were,  as  far  as  I  can  remember,  five  in 
number,  ardent  anglers  and  sportsmen  generally, 
and  had  just  arisen  from  a  sweet  bed  of  hay  in 
some  new,  unused  cow  stalls  of  an  obliging  farmer 
■ — the  only  hotel. 

It  was  3  a.m.,  and  the  gentle  admonitions  to 
the  page-boy,  who  was  to  be  cook  and  factotum 
over  a  fire  in  the  woods,  eliciting  only  grunts,  the 
boot  of  our  respected  Cypriote  friend — who  tops 
6ft.  4in.  and  wears — I  forget  what  boot,  of  a  size  I 
believe  not  usually  used  and  contracted  for — landed 
somewhere  on  his  anatomy,  with  the  result  that  he 
preferred  to  face  that  ice-cold,  "  cotton  wool  "  mist 
in  the  early  dawn  resting  over  low-lying  ponds, 
surrounded  by  high  hills  and  woods.  Visions  of 
huge  carp  struggling  to  get  free  from  our  lines,  left 
out  to  save  trouble  since  we  had  been  trying  the 
effect  of  night  fishing,  rods  broken  and  other  little 
mishaps,  which  miles  from  home  and  kith  and  kin 
(10  mUes)  become  more  serious,  tore  us  from  our 
scented  hay  (with  mice  under  the  pillows)  and  we 
wended  oinr  way  quietly  through  the  drenching 
grass,  silvery  with  dew,  startling  the  earliest 
angler  (the  heron)  with  his  raucous  cry,  followed 
by  the  whirr  of  still  invisible  wild  duck  and  a  few 
graceful  gulls  hovering  overhead,  a  grey  light 
breaking  in  the  east. 

Have  you  ever  noticed  at  the  real  break  of  day 
how  dead  and  stagnant  ponds  look — with  a  sort  of 
thin  scum  and  hazy  cover  of  mist — before  the  fly- 
fisher  (perch  here  !)  rises,  or  roach  make  the  pond 
"  ring "  with  life.  Before  birds  sing,  call,  and 
twitter,  and  before  the  grasshopper  makes  us  run 
frantically  down  to  our  rods  only  to  find  Ids  reel 
music  is  not  the  "  real "  thing.  How  grey  and 
dark  the  waters  look,  how  unfishable. 

Crawling  down  to  our  rods  quietly  one  by  one 
we  commenced  to  wind  up.  Said  No.  1,  "  Nothing 
touched,"  in  a  voice  strongly  assertive  of  the 
nonsense  of  getting  up  so  early.  Said  No.  2,  "  My 
line  is  right  over  the  other  side."  After  a  moment's 
anticipatory  hush,  "  Nothing  on,  we  have  got  up 
too  late."  Tone  very  decided  and  not  a  little 
chagrined.  Nos.  3  and  4,  "  Nothing,  Nothing." 
No.  5  (your  humble  servant),  "My  line  has  been 
moved,  look  at  the  buttons  1  — so  commencing  to 
wind,  and  winding  and  winding  until  the  line 
arrived  at  the  opposite  shore ;  suddenly  there  was  a 
rush  1  Had  he  been  asleep  ?  and  whether  that  paste 
had  been  supper  or  breakfast  will  never  be  known 
now ;  it  disagreed  with  him  in  the  end  whichever 
it  was.  He  rushed  hither  and  thither,  all  self- 
disappointment  being  at  once  lost  in  promises 
to  help  with  the  landing-net,  whilst  others  stood 
red-hot  (in  expectation),  but  with  collars  up  and 
hands  in  pockets,  and  blue  noses,  shivering  with 
cold.  Such  is  sport  I  Someone  had  to  go  in  with 
the  net,  and  without  stockinged  feet.  Offers  were 
plentiful,  hearty,  and  brave.  (Have  you  ever 
waded  at  4  a.m.  in  September  into  a  pond  ?) 
Aftera  quarter  of  an  hour  or  so  ten  odd  pounds 
(true,  by  his  own  scales)  of  carp  lay  there,  a  victim 
of  the  confidence  trick.  We  rebaited,  and  turned 
to  help  to  unpack  our  Robinson  Crusoe  meal,  the 
fire  being  by  this  time  lit  and  the  kettle  singing 
merrily.  Mists,  and  all  mental  impedimenta, 
vanishing  before  sunrise,  hot  eggs,  ham,  strong 
tea,  and  thick  bread  and  butter — wherever  do 
things  taste  better?  Smokers  smoked,  yarners 
yarned,  and  naturalists  naturalised,  especially  as 
we  all  stood  side  by  side  along  a  stinging-nettle 
surrounded  stream  two  inches  deep  trying  to  wash. 

The  day  opened  mistily  and  powerfully  warm, 
gnats  and  midges  made  things  lively,  fish  leaped 
(can  it  be  outpost  work,  this  ?),  and  we  observed 
the  great  black  logs  moving  along,  singly,  in  parties, 
and  in  shoals,  those  with  opera  glasses  being  able 


to  see  every  scale.  It  was  nearing  eleven  when 
my  reel  gave  a  sudden  violent  rush  and  the  line 
hissed  madly  through  the  water  faster  than  I  could 
run  on  dry  land.  I  was  into  one,  and  possibly  a 
good  one,  and  good  luck  too,  for  he  was  on  my 
twenty-foot  salmon  rod,  with  which  I  can  lift  a 
fish  far  off.  But  this  one — oh,  dear  me,  no  1  not  a 
bit  of  it ;  not  a  sign  could  I  get  of  him,  now  nearly 
100  yards  off.  Suddenly  I  noticed  that  my  line 
was  nearly  all  gone  and  all  hopes  of  turning  him 
also,  so  I  bit  off  the  line  of  a  neighbouring  rod 
and  my  own  tackle  during  a  lull,  and  rapidly 
changing  reels  knotted  both  ends,  and  before  the 
fish  could  guess  I  had  another  100  yards  for  him. 
A  friend  holding  my  rod,  I  got  into  my  long  waders 
(up  to  my  neck),  and  in  I  went  through  the  forest 
of  bulrushes  that  hid  us  from  the  fish  into  one 
foot  of  mud  and  the  same  of  water.  There  was 
my  whale  seventy  yards  ofi'  now,  with  my  line 
attached  as  if  nailed  to  a  steamer,  with  far  less 
hopes  of  ever  coming  to  a  landing-stage.  How  he 
tugged  and  sailed  to  and  fro,  no  signs  of  his  size 
being  possible,  his  nearest  approach  within  an  hour 
being  perhaps  fifty  yards.  Twelve  o'clock  ditto ; 
by  this  time  I  admired,  but  no  longer  loved,  my 
fish.  I  was  now  in  thick,  sticky,  slimy,  black,  very 
foul-smelling  mud  up  to  the  knees,  and  found  it 
difficult  to  stand  or  change  feet.  I  had  no  boots 
or  shoes  on  my  waders,  and  when  I  did  reach  the 
bottom  of  the  shivering  sludge  I  was  firmly  glued 
upon  a  sharp  chalky  bottom,  with  tender  feet. 
Above  this  mud  was  two  feet  of  water,  for  I  was 
right  out  in  the  pond  by  this  time.  Excitement 
had  given  way  to  philosophy ;  wild  bets  were 
exchanged  as  to  his  weight,  the  boy's  estimate 
being  something  over  a  hundredweight,  but  then 
he  had  to  be  loyal,  for  I  was  his  master.  Tobacco 
smoke  cooled  the  fumes  of  excitement  and  silence 
reigned  at  1  p.m.,  for  we  (and  poor  me)  were 
hungry.  And  Great  Scot !  wasn't  I  tired  too — I 
now  respected  my  fish  • —  and  still  the  same 
monotonous  to  and  fro  went  on.  Perhaps  when 
about  two  o'clock  came,  upon  earnest  requests  to 
put  more  force  on,  although  my  rod  was  bent 
double  and  I  dared  not  risk  another  ounce,  I 
managed  to  rise  him  and  ixum  him  over. 

I  have  never  seen  such  a  fish  in  my  life — his 
belly  seemed  to  be  nearly  a  foot  deep— and  that 
was  the  only  time  we  saw  him.  Loyal  sportsmen 
as  they  were,  no  fish  no  grub,  and  still  we  hungered  1 
At  three  he  started  to  burrow  down  into  the  mud : 
then  I  blessed  the  fish,  and  down,  down  he  went, 
up  again,  shorter  runs,  although  still  too  deep  to 
see  and  too  heavy  to  lift.  I  then  gave  the  rod  over 
to  a  friend  and  proceeded  up  the  pond-side  to  mend, 
under  water,  bail  out,  and  bring  over  the  old  punt. 
This  I  managed,  with  oilcloth,  tacks,  and  much 
tact,  to  do,  bailed  it  out  (now  wet  through) — I,  not 
the  boat — and  brought  it  down  the  pond.  It  was 
then  nearly  half-past  four,  and  my  friend  shouted 
out  that  it  had  buried  itself ;  then  I  blessed  the 
fish  more  forcibly  still,  and  resolved  to  "  elevate  " 
it  a  little  more  yet,  when,  as  I  came  near,  a  sudden 
noise  of  volcanic  energy  resoimded  throughout  the 
woods,  as  the  gut  came  in  gently  by  itself,  at  last 
sawn  through,  and  I  came  out  1  Then  we  had 
dinner,  and  I  masticated  my  food  instead  of  biting 
my  lips.  I  even  then  felt  ready  to  dig  for  him 
with  a  spade  if  I  had  only  known  exactly  where 
to  dig. 

(2)  A  175 -pounder  upon  an  eight-ounce  fly  rod  and 
No.  12  roach  hook  and  gut. 
This  fish  I  went  at  once  into  the  pond  to  master, 
as  guessing  from  the  long  rush  that  he  must  be  a 
big  one ;  a  smaller  cannot  keep  this  strain  on  so 
long. 

The  moment  the  reel  started  I  lifted  the  rod, 
allowed  him  to  run  out,  and  being  alone,  when  he 
was  well  out  and  quiet,  pulled  some  line  free  and 
took  off  shoes  and  stockings.  The  mud  here  is 
only  perhaps  four  inches  and  water  eighteen.  I 
tried  three  times  to  get  him  over  the  ten  feet  long 
and  two  feet  across  ringed  net,  which  is  alone 
very  heavy,  but  quite  in  vain.  Then  a  friend 
turned  up,  a  trustworthy  sportsman  who  could  be 
relied  on  not  to  dash  his  net  after  the  fish,  and  in 
just  about  an  hour  he  had  him,  and  we  brought 
the  now  heavy  net  in  together.  On  that  day  they 
must  have  been  on,  for  I  got  two,  17ilb.  and 
10|lb. ;  the  day  before  one  of  141b.  5oz.,  which  I 
landed  alone,  after  it  had  tried  hard  to  dodge  the 
net,  as  is  well  known,  no  slight  job,  for  the 
loss  of  a  carp  after  days  of  trying  is  very  different  to 
losing  other  fish,  at  least  to  me.  The  chances  of  a 
bite  are  so  slight.   By-the-bye  I  lost  four  by  fish 


breaking  off  at  once  and  outrushing  me  into  the 
rushes.  Another  good  day  was  some  five  years 
ago.  Five  fish,  121b.  12oz.,  101b.  8oz.,  8lb.  8oz., 
and  two  of  a  couple  of  pounds.  It  is  said  that  old 
carp  do  not  spawn.  This  I  feel  sure,  except  in 
very  extreme  cases,  is  quite  incorrect. 

When  fishing  for  carp  I  have  had  a  specimen 
roach,  tench,  coot,  and  last,  but  not  least,  a  swan 
on,  when  my  catch  also  went  off  like  a  bird.  I 
did  not  care  to  try  and  play  him,  though  I  feel 
sure  I  could  have  done  so — for  a  quid  pro  quo. 
This  gave  me  much  delight,  as  a  return  for  his 
annoyance  in  making  straight  for  my  ground-bait 
the  moment  I  left  the  spot,  frightening,  of  course, 
all  the  carp  away. 

I  may  say  that  I  have  tied  a  bunch  of  flowers  on 
instead  of  ground-bait,  and  have  been  much 
interested  to  see  how  they  came,  examined  and 
perhaps  scented  them,  then  smelt  the  bait,  touched 
it,  moving  the  gut,  flicked  their  tails  and  were  off 
like  lightning.  A  couple  of  hours  were  spent  one 
bright  calm  day  thus  with  opera  glasses,  to  my 
great  enjoyment,  teaching  me  how  detail  is  every- 
thing in  carp  fishing  in  the  inmaediate  neighbour- 
hood of  the  bait. 

Other  carp  there  are  now  in  England,  some  only 
introduced  of  late  years.  Besides  the  delicate  gold- 
fish, which  cannot  stand  frost,  we  have  the  small, 
hardy,  and  beautiful  little  Prussian  carp,  common  in 
Essex,  the  king  carp,  covered  with  patches  of  scale, 
an  estimable  food,  growing  rapidly  and  to  a  large 
size  (301b.),  and  the  mirror  carp,  entirely  devoid  of 
scales,  and  also  known  as  the  leather  carp  in  con- 
sequence. The  crucian  carp  is  somewhat  breamlike 
in  shape. 


TEOUT  PISHING  AB  OVO. 

By  James  Conwav, 
Author  of  "  Forays  among  Salmon  and  Deer,"  etc. 

{Contimied  from  page  251.) 
CHAPTER  IIL 

The  fledgling  (with  us  locally  called  a  "  bab- 
bling "),  if  once  removed,  or  by  accident  fallen, 
from  the  parental  nest,  even  though  most  carefully 
restored  to  its  place  among  its  callow  mates, 
seldom  settles  down  again  contentedly.  It  has 
tasted  of  a  wider  world  than  the  tiny  feather-lined 
abode  which  satisfied  its  former  needs,  and,  like 
our  first  parents  after  their  taste  of  the  yet  forbidden 
fruit,  yearns  for  further  knowledge.  So  was  it 
with  the  youthful  angler  after  the  excursion  into 
Derbyshire.  After  wandering  by  the  romantic 
Wye,  Derwent,  and  Dove,  to  return  to  a  prosaic, 
narrow,  flat  country  rivulet,  scarce  able  to  raise  a 
tinkle  on  its  weedy  course  or  bed  of  mud  flats,  was 
a  veritable  trial  of  patience.  One  could  realise  the 
feelings  of  the  captive  linnet,  vainly  bruising  itself 
against  the  bars  of  its  cage. 

Freedom  once  tasted 
Can  be  ne'er  forgot, 
Though  silken  oords 
May  be  our  easy  lot. 

The  claims,  however,  of  duty  were  imperative ; 
study  and  education  were  stem  necessities,  and 
recognised  as  such.  Yet  the  saying  goes  that 
"  All  work  and  no  play  soon  makes  Jack  a  dull 
boy,"  and  in  due  course  came  the  holidays.  To 
widen  the  field  for  youthful  energy  the  gun  was 
added  to  the  rod,  as  a  weapon  of  warfare,  but  this 
belongs  to  another  branch  of  the  general  subject  of 
sport.  In  oiur  vacations  my  father  took  me  and 
my  friend  on  more  than  one  excursion. 

And  at  length  the  time  came  when  we  discarded 
the  leading  strings  of  parental  guidance  and  started 
off  on  "  owe  own  hook."  He  had  taken  us  through 
the  charms  of  the  Trossachs  and  "  The  Lady  of  the 
Lake  "  country,  immortalised  by  Sir  Walter  Scott, 
terminating  with  Loch  Lomond.  But  there  were 
still  several  lochs  in  that  district  noted  for  their 
trout  which  were  yet  \mexplored  by  us.  On 
another  visit  I  and  another  friend  fished  Loch 
Lubnaig,  among  the  Braes  of  Balquidder,  and  near 
the  Pass  of  Leny,  through  which,  in  "  The  Lady  of 
the  Lake,"  Angus  carried  that  dread  signal  of  war, 
the  "  Fiery  Cross,"  when 

Benladl  saw  the  Cross  of  Fire, 
It  glanced  like  lightning  up  Strath  Ire; 
O'er  dale  and  hill  the  summons  iiew, 
Nor  rest,  nor  pause,  young  Angus  knew ; 
And  fast  as  the  fatal  symbol  flies, 
In  arms  the  huts  and  hamlets  rise. 
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staying  at  the  "  Bailie  Nicol  Jarvie  "  Hostel,  we 
had  excellent  sport  on  Loch  Chon  and  Loch  Ard, 
the  trout  of  which  almost  equal  the  famed  Loch 
Leven  fish,  and  two  or  three  dozen  is  a  not 
uncommon  basket.  There  is  also  a  small  loch, 
Drunkie,  connected  by  a  small  stream  with  Loch 
Yennacher,  near  the  Trossachs,  where  I  also  took 
a  good  basket,  and  at  Loch  Arklet,  on  the  eastern 
shore  of  Loch  Lomond,  we  both  caught  some 
beautiful  fish. 

On  the  excursion  which  I  am  now  about  to 
describe  at  greater  length,  I  admitted  a  third 
member  to  our  party,  one  who  was  considerably 
our  senior,  which  will  explain  his  occasionally 
travelling  by  conveyance  while  my  other  com- 
panion and  myself  walked.  He  joined  us  at  our 
starting  point,  Inveraman,  at  the  head  of  Loch 
Lomond,  our  proposed  route  being  northwards  up 
the  west  coast,  to  be  varied  according  to  circum- 
stances. I  shall  here  call  him  by  the  sobriquet 
which  he  generally  went  by,  "the  Governor," 
although  on  this  occasion  he  asked  to  become  one 
of  us  on  the  understanding  that  he  should  drop  the 
governorship  and  be  entirely  under  my  guidance. 
The  other,  whom  I  shall  call  "  Mallett,"  was  my 
junior,  but  my  bosom  friend  and  a  brother  in  tastes 
and  affections.  He  afterwards  developed  (almost, 
I  may  say,  from  the  experiences  of  this  excursion) 
into  a  keen  sportsman,  although  eventually  I  had 
to  mourn  his — to  me  too  early — loss  in  an  almost 
tragic  manner.  He  made  an  excursion  to  the 
prairies  of  America,  and  was  among  the  few  who 
have  killed  their  bison.  On  returning  to  his  home 
he  sent  me  photographs  of  his  first  bison  and  elk, 
and  promised  to  visit  me  shortly  to  shoot  with  me. 
Not  many  days  after  I  received  a  letter  stating 
that  while  out  shooting  with  friends  on  his 
own  estate  he  stumbled  against  a  turnip  and  fell, 
and  when  his  friends  raised  him  from  the  ground 
he  was  found  to  be  dead.  He  had  always  enter- 
tained a  presentiment  that  he  would  die  early,  and 
it  was  thus  fulfilled ;  a  blood-vessel  at  the  heart 
was  ruptured.  "  Alas  !  my  brother."  In  sending 
him  a  present  of  a  book  I  had  once  written  in  it 
thus : 

Mecuia  saepe  jocss  sooiasti,  seria  meciun, 
lam  procul  amotus,  tu  memor  esto  mei ; 
Non  heec,  creda  mihi,  falsae  pellacia  linguae, 
Nam  procul  amoti  sum  memor  usque  tui. 

And  those  are  my  feelings  still.  A  noble,  generous, 
imselfish  spirit  has  left  its  "  tenement  of  clay,"  but 
still  "  to  memory  dear,"  it  has  only  gone  to  where 
such  attributes  can  have  wider  scope. 

Our  luggage  was  sent  on  to  Liveroran  by  coach, 
which  we  followed  on  foot.  Walking  through  the 
beautiful  scenery  of  Glenfallock  we  came  across  a 
grand  specimen  of  a  kilted  Highland  gentleman 
fishing  the  river  Fallock.  I  paused  for  a  moment's 
converse,  to  inquire  as  to  his  sport  and  the 
prospects  of  rain,  for  we  had  seen  the  rivers  so  far 
to  be  too  low  and  clear,  there  having  been  a  long 
drought.  He  proved  to  be  the  proprietor  of  the 
land  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  before  I  left  he 
,  had  given  me,  most  courteously,  much  interesting 
information,  as  I  walked  by  his  side  and  watched 
him  throw  his  fly  over  sundry  pools ;  but  the 
salmon  were  not  in  taking  mood.  He  had  a  very 
fine  deer-hound  in  attendance,  on  whose  collar 
was  graven  the  word  "  Glenfallock,"  for  every 
proprietor  here  is  known,  not  by  his  own  patro- 

ric,  which  may  also,  in  a  claimish  covmtry,  be 
of  his  gillie  as  well,  but  by  the  name  of  his 
estate.  I  was  specially  struck  by  his  well-pro- 
portioned, agile,  yet  powerful,  frame,  and  I  subse- 
quently learnt  that  on  one  of  the  visits  of  Queen 
Victoria  to  the  Highlands  he  had  been  specially 
selected  to  dance  a  Highland  fling  before  Her 
Majesty,  as  a  typical  Highlander,  which  he  certainly 
was.  The  day  was  very  hot,  and  we  were  only  at 
the  beginning  of  our  excursion,  and  not  yet  in 
training.  We  felt  the  heat  much.  On  my  saying 
that  although  it  was  near  the  middle  of  July  we 
should  probably  see  snow  before  the  morning's 
walk  was  over,  the  labouring  "  Governor,"  who 
regretted  that  he  had  not  accompanied  the  luggage, 
observed  that  "  he  would  not  believe  in  snow  even 
if  he  saw  it."  However,  we  presently  saw  a  con- 
I  tiderable  thickness  of  snow  still  lingering  in  the 
}  topmost  gullies  of  Ben  More,  to  our  rear,  on  the 
t  hilla  above  Glen  Dochart,  and  other  heights,  where- 
upon our  friend  expressed  the  wish  that  he  could 
be"  )  there  without  climbing."  Some  fourteen 
miles'  walk  brought  us  to  Tyndrum,  where  we  had 
'  a  hearty  meal  and  a  welcome  rest,  and  later  on  we 
did  ten  miles  more  to  Inveroran,    The  latter  part 


of  the  road  lay  through  Lord  Breadalbane's  Black 
Mount  deer  forest.  I  had  with  me  my  "  DoUond  " 
deer-stalking  telescope,  and  searched  the  braes  for 
deer,  but  could  discover  none.  The  scenery  was, 
however,  very  wild  and  desolate,  and  in  the  late 
evening  the  setting  sun  lit  up  the  hills  and  sky  with 
almost  all  the  hues  of  the  rainbow.  We  reached 
our  destination  about  10.30  p.m.,  having  walked  from 
Inveraman  to  Inveroran,  a  distance  of  twenty-four 
miles,  arriving  fairly  fresh  in  the  cool  of  the  evening. 

The  next  day  was  "  the  Sabbath,"  as  the  Scotch 
judaically  call  it,  and  as  there  was  no  kirk  within 
three  miles  it  was  to  us  a  dies  non,  as  after  the 
late  walk  of  the  previous  evening  we  were  down  too 
late  in  the  morning  to  accomplish  that  distance  to 
attend  the  morning  service.  From  the  door  of  the 
inn  I  made  out  with  my  "  DoUond  "  a  herd  of  deer 
feeding  near  the  top  of  the  opposite  hill,  and  we 
presently  went  off  on  a  quiet  "  Sabbath  day 
journey "  to  try  our  hands  at  stalking  them. 
After  an  hour's  climb  up  the  birch-clad  course  of  a 
burn,  where  we  put  up  two  roe  deer  on  our  way,  I 
brought  my  friends  within  seventy  or  eighty  yards 
of  two  "  yeld  "  hinds,  and  several  more  with  calves, 
the  two  "  yeld "  hinds  (that  is,  without  calves) 
being  in  advance  as  sentinels  on  guard.  We  also 
descried  stags  rather  higher  up,  and  continuing  up 
the  burn  crept  to  within  one  hundred  yards  of 
them.  There  were  no  particularly  fine  "  heads  " 
among  them,  and  one  had  only  a  single  horn, 
though  carrying  a  large  carcase.  It  had  probably 
been  wounded  by  a  bullet  in  a  previous  season,  and 
this  not  uncommonly  is  said  to  have  the  effect  of 
checking  horn-growth  on  the  side  which  has  been 
wounded.  As  we  climbed  higher,  to  get  near  the 
stags,  the  two  sentinel  hinds  below  caught  our  wind. 
With  a  stamp  of  warning  and  a  snort,  which  we 
distinctly  heard,  they  gathered  the  other  hinds 
together  and  then  all  trotted  off,  followed  more 
leisurely  by  the  stags.  We  afterwards  learnt  from 
the  innkeeper  that  this  was  a  favourite  spot  with 
the  then  aged  Marquis  of  Breadalbane,  now  long 
since  deceased,  for  stalking  deer,  as  he  could  easily 
reach  it  from  the  highway.  This  particular  brae 
was,  therefore,  on  his  account  kept  very  quiet  and 
undisturbed,  which  accounted  for  the  comparative 
tameness  of  the  deer.  Eeturning  in  time  for  a 
meal,  we  afterwards  visited  the  kennels,  presided 
over  by  the  head  keeper.  With  him  I  fraternised, 
and  he  very  kindly  showed  us  his  collection  of 
"heads,"  there  being  several  "Royals"  among 
them,  and  some  cmrious  specimens  of  distorted 
horns.  The  deer-hounds  were  not  remarkable  for 
size  (indeed  I  at  that  time  possessed  a  much  finer 
one  myself,  which  had  been  a  gift  from  a  Highland 
duke),  but  the  larger  hounds  are  not  so  serviceable 
as  those  rather  smaller.  These  handsome  dogs, 
however,  are  now  kept  chiefly  for  show,  or  to 
perpetuate  an  hereditary  breed,  as  the  hunting  of 
the  deer  by  them  so  greatly  disturbs  the  forest  that 
such  sport  is  rarely  indulged  in.  I  have  only  once 
witnessed  such  a  "  course,"  when  the  stag  was 
brought  to  bay  in  the  bed  of  a  rocky  burn,  and 
both  hounds  were  injured  by  his  horns  before  it 
became  necessary  to  despatch  him  by  a  merciful 
shot.  Such  a  scene  looks  well  in  the  poetry  of 
Edvidn  Landseer's  inimitable  pictures,  but  in 
practice  it  too  often  ends  in  butchery. 

In  the  evening  the  clouds  gathered  and  we  hoped 
for  rain,  and  during  the  night  there  were  a  few 
showers,  but  not  enough  to  raise  the  rivers  to  any 
appreciable  extent.  Nevertheless,  next  morning 
we  decided,  as  we  were  in  Glen  Orchy,  to  try  the 
river  Orchy,  our  host  acting  as  guide.  It  was  a 
pretty  stream,  having  some  most  promising-looking 
pools,  but  there  was  then  no  body  of  water,  and 
owing  to  the  long  drought  few  salmon  could  have 
even  yet  come  up.  My  friend  Mallett  and  our 
guide  declared  that  they  saw  three  in  a  deep  pool 
half  way  up  a  series  of  falls,  but  although  we  tried 
both  fly  and  spoon-bait  we  could  not  stir  them.  I 
find  from  my  notes  that  I  took  seventeen  trout  of 
various  sizes,  but  none  over  lib.  in  weight ;  Mallett 
took  about  a  dozen  of  the  same  kind.  The 
Governor  tried  his  rod  for  the  first  time,  and  in 
his  eagerness  threw  his  first  fish  over  his  shoulder 
some  distance  into  the  heather  behind  him,  which 
carried  his  fly  away  along  with  it.  Thunder  was 
heard  in  the  distance  in  the  afternoon,  which  was 
not  conducive  to  sport,  and  though  there  was 
evidently  rain  falling  in  the  distant  hills  we  were 
not  favoured  with  any  of  it.  We  reached  the  inn 
again  late  in  the  evening,  after  having  wfilked 
probably  altogether  over  twenty  miles. 

(To  be  continued.) 


ON  THE  TWEED  BY  NIGHT. 


{Concluded  from  page  310.) 

Yonder,  ensconced  behind  the  shoulder  of  a  pro- 
jecting rock,  a  trout  of  handsome  proportions  has 
for  the  last  ten  minutes  been  rising  steadily.  There 
is  nothing  hurried  in  his  movements — each  time 
he  comes  up  with  due  deliberation,  placidly  sucks 
the  dainty  insect  down  his  gullet,  and  subsides  to 
his  lair  again.  A  few  preliminary  casts  into  the 
air,  serving  the  dual  purpose  of  drying  the  flies 
and  of  measiuring  the  distance,  then  I  throw  boldly 
outwards.  Happy  effort !  The  lure  alights,  soft 
as  thistledown,  right  over  my  beauty's  nose.  A 
turbulent  boil  in  the  water,  an  indescribable  sense 
of  throbbing  ecstasy,  and,  hooked  firmly  and 
securely,  he  tears  downstream  to  the  merry 
accompaniment  of  the  singing  reel — sweetest  of 
all  music  I  Stumbling  blindly  in  the  semi-gloom, 
I  follow  as  best  I  may,  for  it  does  nob  do  to 
give  too  much  scope  to  an  "  attach "  in  the 
darkness :  there  are  so  many  obstacles,  which  lie 
unseen  and  undreamt  of,  in  the  shape  of  snags  and 
branches  and  beds  of  thick  weeds  innumerable. 
But  of  a  sudden  the  line  falls  slack,  and  with  a 
specially  flavoured  and,  of  course,  wholly  unpre- 
meditated objurgation,  I  proceed  disconsolately 
to  wind  up.  Then  comes  a  violent  tug,  and,  joy 
of  joys  1  he  is  still  connected,  and  the  momen- 
tary "  cessation  of  hostilities "  has  been  caused 
wholly  by  his  having  doubled  back  towards  me, 
thereby  occasioning  the  temporary  relaxation 
of  the  line.  Across  and  back,  downwards  and  up- 
wards, in  every  direction  he  goes ;  by  his  determined 
and  game  resistance  proving  that  he  is  no  mean 
adversary.  A  fit  of  sxillen  dourness  next  succeeds, 
and,  boring  head  down,  he  endeavours  to  scrape 
out  the  iron  from  his  jaw  on  the  gravelly  bottom, 
at  the  same  time  aiming  for  where,  from  previous 
experience,  I  know  of  the  existence  of  a  mass  of 
bedded  weeds.  At  all  costs  his  course  must  be 
diverted,  and  for  the  first  time  I  give  him  a  taste 
of  the  butt  of  my  cane-buUt.  He  submits  to  the 
coercion  with  surprising  docility,  and  rapidly  as  I 
can  I  wind  him  in.  Evidently  the  very  violence 
of  his  exertions  has  exhausted  him,  and  it  would 
appear  as  though  he  were  going  to  fall  an  easy 
prey.  But  there  is  many  a  slip,  etc. ;  a  spirited 
outburst  serves  to  renew  my  anxiety.  However, 
this  rally  is  of  sljort  duration.  At  last  he  is 
almost  within  striking  distance,  and  as  with  out- 
stretched net  I  wade  into  the  water,  I  can  see  his 
lovely  golden  sides  gleaming  as  he  rolls  distressedly 
near  the  surface — a  few  impotent  lashings  of  his 
tail,  a  few  spasmodic  struggles,  then  he  is  securely 
netted.  With  an  irrepressible  whoop  of  self-gratu- 
lation  I  survey  his  lordly  proportions,  the  whilst 
he  lies  gasping  amid  the  meshes.  His  condition 
is  perfect,  and  with  a  marvellous  joy  I  mentally 
set  him  down  as  nowhere  short  of  2jlb. — the  best 
the  river  has  afforded  me  this  season.  Into  the 
creel  he  goes,  and  the  weight  of  him — easily  com- 
prehended paradox — makes  me  feel  light  of  heart. 

The  late  battle  royal  has,  however,  disturbed  the 
water  hereabouts ;  and  try  as  I  may,  I  can  educe 
no  further  response  to  my  carefully  executed  wiles. 
Perforce,  I  move  down  the  river,  making  for  the 
series  of  short  streams  and  diminutive  pools  which 
lie  below  the  Dean.  Capital  places  these  latter 
are  for  casual  trout,  though  they  seldom  hold  large 
fish  at  nighttime.  Nevertheless,  in  the  course  of 
the  next  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  I  am  fortunate 
enough  to  cull  thence  some  half-dozen,  none  of 
which  is  less  than  six  ounces,  while  one  individual 
comes  near  the  pound  mark.  This  is  a  red-letter 
day,  or  rather  night,  I  reflect  with  considerable 
satisfaction  ;  it  amply  atones  for  the  three  previous 
blank  outings. 

Footing  the  run  of  streams  lies  the  Boat  pool, 
and  I  know  of  old  the  futility  of  attempting  its 
sullen  unfathomed  waters,  save  by  boating.  Monster 
trout  frequent  its  depths,  too ;  but  cast  as  the 
angler  may  in  their  direction  he  can  never  by 
ordinary  means  reach  their  far-out  haunts,  and  it 
is  only  exasperating  to  his  patience  to  see  them 
rising  greedily  and  know  their  absolute  immunity 
from  his  devices.  So  I  leave  this  home  of  leviathans 
undisturbed,  and,  forsaking  for  the  while  the  river's 
edge,  follow  the  pathway  through  the  trees,  to 
debouch  \  resently  on  to  the  gravel  beds  at  the  head 
of  the  shallow  stretches,  locally  termed  the  Flats. 
In  the  gloom  this  part  of  the  river  demands  cautious 
exploitation,  an  unadvised  step,  so  precarious  is  the 
jading,  may  plunge  the  unwary  angler  into  un- 


324 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


November  8,  3  902 


expected  difficulties,  in  the  nature  of  a  deep  hole. 
The  wearing  of  waders  renders  such  accident  doubly 
dangerous ;  once  down  in  the  water  with  so 
cumbrous  apparel  on  the  angler  stands  but  poor 
chance  of  escape.  Yet  notwithstanding  the 
inuninence  of  such  peril,  the  Tweedside  habitue 
hesitates  not  to  wade,  even  on  the  darkest  night ; 
and  there  are  surprisingly  few  mishaps  recorded  in 
this  connection. 

One  after  another,  four  trout  fall  to  my  lot ;  and 
then,  as  though  upon  a  preconcerted  signal,  the 
fish  cease  feeding.  A  cold  breeze  has  sprung  up  ; 
a  chUl  dank  mist  rises  from  the  meadow -lands ;  the 
best  of  the  night  is  over.  It  is  more  than  half-past 
eleven,  also,  and  the  eerie  solemnity  of  the  mid- 
night hour  holds  the  river-side  in  its  spell.  Every- 
thing is  strangely  still  and  silent;  even  the  owl, 
which  was  but  lately  weirdly  hooting  from  the 
sanctuary  of  the  opposite  wooded  bank,  has  fallen 
dumb. 

Of  a  sudden,  out  of  the  darkness  is  voiced  a 
distant  cooie;  it  is  the  youth,  and  signifies  that 
he,  at  least,  has  had  enough.  I,  too,  am  satisfied, 
and  slowly,  for  the  darkness  necessitates  care,  I 
make  my  way  towards  him.  His  catch  is  excellent, 
and  so  far  as  we  can  then  and  there  tell  is  of  a 
heavier  gross  weight  than  my  own,  though  he 
cannot  equal,  by  half,  the  scale  of  my  largest 
capture.  I  cry  "pax"  when  he  mentions  hackle 
flies,  and  together  we  betake  ourselves  along  the 
narrow  pathway,  stvunbling  and  ofttimes  near  to 
falling  ia  the  gloom.  Twelve  booms  ponderously 
from  the  village  kirk  as  we  reach  home,  and 
trusting  the  morrow  night  shall  be  another  such 
as  this,  we  turn  in  at  the  wicket,  pleasantly  tired, 
but  happy  withal,  as  only  anglers  know  to  be. 

H.  C.  S.  M. 


GEAND  SEA  FISHING  AT  FOWEY. 


[I  BELIEVE  that  the  writer  of  this  interesting 
note  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh. 
—Ed.  F.G.] 

Perhaps  a  short  account  of  a  couple  of  hours' 
sea  fishing  on  Oct.  24  may  be  of  interest.  The 
locality  was  Fowey,  the  yacht  from  which  we 
fished  was  the  Margherita,  and  the  party  con- 
sisted of  three — the  owner  (often  called  by  his 
friends  "  The  Admiral,"  I  believe  because  he  was 
never  in  the  Navy),  the  Doctor,  and  myself.  There 
were  some  little  delays  at  starting  so  that  we  did 
not  reach  the  fishing  ground  much  before  noon, 
when  we  were  rather  disgusted  to  find  a  small 
rowing  boat  with  two  local  fishermen  already 
anchored  exactly  on  the  "  marks,"  but  we  were 
glad  to  see  that  they  were  busy  hauling  up  big 
pollack  as  fast  as  ever  they  could  get  their  lines 
overboard.  Our  trouble  now  was  to  anchor  as 
near  to  them  as  possible  without  interfering  with 
their  fishing,  and  so  as  to  give  them  a  clear  berth. 
Then  we  put  our  lines  out,  and  the  sport  waxed 
fast  and  furious — for  hauling  up  these  great  fish 
from  a  depth  of  twenty-five  fathoms  on  our  light 
tackle  was  no  easy  task,  for  we  used  rods  with  thin 
lines  on  reels,  gut  traces,  and  No.  5/0  eyed  hooks. 
The  Admiral  used  single  gut  with  no  lead  or  sinker. 
He  says  he  can  feel  his  fish  better  and  do  better 
work  without  any  lead,  but  the  Doctor  and  I  used 
light  leads  on  our  lines.  Our  hooks  were  baited 
with  strips  of  fresh  pilchard.  The  Admiral  opened 
the  ball.  He  had  a  sharp  bite  and  struck  hard, 
his  reel  shrieked,  and  his  little  rod  bent  till  it 
seemed  it  must  be  broken,  and  then  we  feared  his 
single  gut  trace  would  not  stand  the  strain.  But 
we  had  no  time  to  see  what  happened.  We 
had  more  than  enough  to  do.  The  Doctor  was 
having  a  battle  royal  with  something  very  big. 
I  can't  say  what  it  was,  nor  can  he,  for  in  a 
moment  the  reel  went  wrong,  he  could  not  let 
out  line  fast  enough,  his  rod  smashed  just  by  the 
handle,  and  away  went  the  fish  and  a  good  part  of 
his  line.  This  was  not  the  only  breakage,  for  we 
lost  about  a  dozen  hooks  and  a  lot  of  gut  that  day. 
We  caught  our  biggest  fish— a  pollack  of  211b.— in 
rather  a  curious  way.  We  had,  as  usual,  a  heavy 
hand-line,  with  strong  gear,  baited  for  conger  or 
cod ;  it  was  hanging  over  the  side,  and  once,  when 
the  Doctor  chanced  to  feel  it,  he  quickly  grunted, 
"  There's  an  awful  weight  here— conger,  I  think," 
and  then  began  to  haul  in.  It  was  tough  work,  but 
the  Doctor  is  muscular,  and  soon  we  saw  a  big 
fish  sheering  about  in  vain  efforts  to  rejoin  his 
family  ;  it  was  quite  a  job  to  get  it  near  enough  for 
the:gaff  and  to  lift  it  over  the  wl,    What  a  day  it 


was — the  sun  shone  brilliantly,  the  sea  was  smooth, 
the  sport  was  simply  A 1.  Every  minute  one  or 
other  of  us  would  be  hard  at  work  playing  some 
great  fish  for  all  he  was  worth.  It  was  hot  work, 
too,  so  hot  that  I  took  oS  my  coat — fancy  this  for 
the  last  week  in  October  I  The  steward  reported 
lunch  ready,  but  who  cared  for  a  trifle  of  that  sort, 
it  might  wait. 

We  stuck  to  the  fish  as  long  as  the  fish  stuck  to 
us,  but  about  2.30  p.m.  there  was  a  change  in  the 
tide,  and  as  we  had  about  sixty  fathoms  of  warp, 
the  light  wind  blew  us  just  a  little  off  the  best  of 
the  ground,  so  that  ;for  the  rest  of  the  time  we  got 
only  an  occasional  fish. 

But  hope  dies  hard  in  the  breast  of  the  fisherman, 
and  we  remained  at  anchor  till  nearly  five  o'clock, 
when  we  started  homewards.  As  we  steamed  off 
for  Fowey  we  had  up  the  spring  balance  and 
weighed  every  fish  carefully.  The  score  was 
forty-three  pollack,  best  fish  211b. — total  weight, 
4141b.  We  also  had  a  few  bream,  whiting,  chad, 
and  dogfish.  It  was  rather  curious  that  no  less 
than  fifteen  of  the  forty-three  weighed  exactly 
QJlb.  I  might  mention  that  on  the  previous  day 
the  Admiral  had  a  grand  struggle  with  a  161b.  ling ; 
it  gave  splendid  sport  for  some  minutes  on  his 
little  rod  and  single  gut  cast,  and  it  also  provided 
us  with  some  most  excellent  steaks  for  dinner. 

I  wonder  that  more  yachting  people  don't  follow 
the  example  of  the  Admiral,  and  go  in  for  this 
fishing  off  the  Cornish  coast  La  autumn.  The 
harbours  are  safe  and  close  to  the  best  fishing 
grounds,  and  there  are  plenty  of  fish  for  the 
trouble  of  catching  them. 

This  day's  sport  that  I  have  attempted  to 
describe  is  not  by  any  means  a  record — we  have 
done  better,  both  in  numbers  and  total  weight ; 
but  we  had  a  lively  time  for  two  or  three  hours, 
and  I  may  add  that,  last  but  not  least,  the  fish 
were  first-rate  on  the  table.  W.  R.  G. 


FEESH-WATEK  AQUAEIA.* 
By  the  Rev,  Gregory  C.  Bathman,  A.K.C. 

{Continued  from  page  290.) 
CHAPTER  YIU— continued. 

It  is  'supposed  that  Carp  were  introduced  into 
this  country  by  German  monks  about  the  middle 
of  the  fifteenth  century,  and  now  there  are  very 
few  old-established  ponds  in  England  in  which  they 
may  not  be  found.  During  the  greater  part  of  the 
winter  these  fish,  when  at  liberty,  eat  little  or 
nothing,  and  retire  as  close  as  they  can  to  the  mud 
of  the  water  in  which  they  live,  or  get  into  some 
cave-like  hollows  in  the  bank,  or  imder  weeds  or 
roots  of  trees.  They  continue  this  practice,  to  a 
certain  extent,  even  in  the  aquarium,  withdrawing 
themselves  as  much  as  possible  from  sight  and 
hardly  touching  any  food.  The  Carp  grows  larger 
and  increases  more  quickly  in  stagnant  than  in 
running  water.  It  commences  to  breed  when 
about  three  years  old,  and  the  number  of  eggs 
deposited  by  each  female  fish  depends  generally 
upon  its  size.  A  Carp  weighing  201b.  has  been 
known  to  contain  more  than  a  million  eggs.  The 
ova  are  affixed  to  water-plants  and  the  like  during 
the  latter  part  of  May  and  the  three  or  four 
following  months. 

In  a  state  of  natmre  the  Common  Carp  feeds 
upon  water-plants,  larvse  of  insects,  insects,  and 
worms,  but  in  confinement  it  may  be  fed  upon 
crushed  vermicelli,  and  on  this  food  it  will  appar- 
ently live  quite  contentedly.  This  fish  grows, 
imder  favourable  circumstances,  to  a  great  size, 
occasionally  reaching  more  than  201b.  in  weight, 
and  more  than  two  and  a-half  feet  in  length  and 
two  feet  in  girth.  The  body  is  broad  and  deep, 
but  not  ungraceful ;  the  colour  is  olive-brown, 
tinged  with  gold ;  the  mouth  is  small  and  tooth- 
less, and  has  two  barbels  on  each  side ;  the  lips 
are  fleshy.  The  head  is  of  a  darker  shade  than  the 
body,  and  the  under-part  of  the  body  is  of  a 
yellowish -white  ;  the  fins  are  dark  brown ;  there  is 
one  long  dorsal  fin.  The  tail  is  large  and  deeply 
forked ;  the  scales  are  also  large,  and  covered  with 
a  kind  of  mucus. 

The  Prussian  Carp  {Carasaiua  gihelia)  (Fig.  89) 
is  if  possible  hardier  than  the  Common  (Jarp.  It 
is  a  great  lover  of  stagnant  water,  and  is  therefore 
well  fitted  for  a  life  in  the  aquarium.    In  the 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upoott  Gill. 


country  from  which  this  fish  takes  its  name,  the 
breeding  and  feeding  of  Carp  are  an  important  and 
very  often  a  profitable  business.  The  Gibel  Carp 
is  very  good  to  eat  when  properly  cooked,  and  it 
does  not  taste,  it  is  said,  of  the  water  in  which  it 
lives.  This  fish  attains  no  great  weight  or  size. 
Its  habits  and  character  are  very  similar  to  those 
of  the  Common  Carp,  and  in  confinement  it  should 
be  fed  on  the  same  kind  of  food.  It  has  an  equal, 
if  not  a  greater,  power  of  resisting  the  fatal  effects 
of  an  enforced  absence  from  water.  The  chief 
difference  between  the  Prussian  Carp  and  the 
Common  |Carp  is  the  absence  of  barbels  on  the 
sides  of  the  mouth  of  the  former.  All  fish  of  the 
genus  Carassiua  are  without  barbels.  The  body  is 
broad  and  deep,  deeper  in  proportion  than  that  of 
Cyprinus  ca/rpio.    The  head  is  blunt,  and  the  eyes 


Fig.  89.  Prussian  Carp  (Carassius  oinELio). 

are  yellow.  The  mouth  is  small.  The  scales  have 
a  bronze-like  tinge,  and  the  fins  are  red.  This  fish 
seldom  exceeds  lib.  in  weight. 

The  Crucian  Carp  {Carassius  vulgaris),  some- 
times called  the  German  Carp,  is  very  suitable 
for  the  aquarium.  It  has  for  a  long  time  been 
domesticated  on  the  Continent,  and  now  shows 
several  varieties.  It  seldom  exceeds  3lb.  in  weight. 
The  characters  and  habits  of  the  German  Carp  and 
Common  Carp  are  very  much  alike.  The  Crucian 
Carp  is  a  much  rarer  fish  in  England  than  the 
Prussian  ,Carp ;  the  latter  being  found  in  nearly 
every  part  of  the  country,  while  the  former  has 
been  caught,  I  believe,  nowhere  but  in  the  Thames. 
The  body  is  flat  and  very  deep,  and  much  curved 
both  above  and  below.  The  stiff  rays  of  the  dorsal 
and  anal  fins  are  finely  serrated.  The  head  is 
small  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  body.  The 
scales  are  large,  and  of  a  light  golden  tinge.  The 
mouth  is  without  barbels. 

The  Speigel  or  Leather  Carp  {Cyprinus  rex 
Cyprinorum),  a  variety  of  the  Common  Carp,  is  a 
most  interesting  and  handsome  fish.  I  keep  a  fine 
Speigel  Carp  in  the  same  aquarium  with  a  number 
of  smaller  fish  of  different  kinds,  and  find  it  to  be 
very  gentle  and  tame.  Its  movements  are  gener- 
ally sedate,  but  occasionally  it  indulges  in  a  little 
violent  exercise.  It  seems  to  be  a  very  inquisitive 
fish,  apparently  taking  notice  of  all  that  goes  on  in 
the  room.  This  Carp  is  sometimes  called  the 
"  mirror  or  looking-glass  fish."  It  is  not  rare,  and 
is  certainly  worthy  of  a  place  in  any  fairly  large 
fresh-water  aquarium.  It  may  be  fed  upon  ver- 
micelli. This  fish,  I  believe,  originally  came  to 
this  country  from  Silesia.  The  body  in  shape  is 
very  like  that  of  the  Common  Carp ;  the  greater 
part  of  it  is  without  scales,  and  it  is  soft  and 
leathery.  On  each  side  of  the  central  line  there  is 
one  row  of  scales,  which  are  large  and  of  a  golden 


I  Fig.  90.  Gudgeon  (Gobio  fluviatilis). 


colour  tinted  with  silver.  There  are  also  a  few 
scales  on  each  side  of  the  fleshy  part  of  the  tail, 
and  one  or  two  here  and  there  on  other  portions  of 
the  body.  The  tail  is  large  and  deeply  forked. 
The  mouth  is  small,  and  has  two  barbels  on  each 
side.  I  shall  have  more  to  say  about  this  interest^ 
ing  fish  later  on. 

Prussian,  Crucian,  and  Speigel  Carp  may  be 
bought  of  aquarium-dealers  in  London ;  the  last 
is  also  known  as  the  "  Saddle  Carp." 

The  Gudgeon  {Gobio  fluviatilis)  (Fig.  90)  is  a 
general  favourite.  It  is  a  favourite  with  the 
aquarium  keeper,  for  it  is  hardj',  handsome,  and 
easily  tamed ;  it  is  a  favourite  with  the  fisherman, 
for  it  is  a  bold  biter  and  provides  excellent  sport ; 
apd  it  19  a  favourite  with  the  epicure,  for  when 
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freshly  caught  and  properly  cooked  it  is  most 
delicious  to  eat.  An  old  writer  says  that  this 
fish  used  to  be  swallowed  alive  as  a  cure  for  con- 
sumption. The  Gudgeon  is  generally  found  in 
those  rivers  in  England  which  possess  a  gra\  elly 
bottom.  It  may  be  readily  taken  with  rod  and 
line,  or  with  a  net.  The  fish  can  be  collected 
together  by  scraping  the  bottom  of  the  river  with  a 
heavy  rake :  this  raking  disturbs  and  exposes  the 
animal  life  upon  which  the  Gudgeon  feeds — namely, 
larvie  of  insects,  water-worms,  and  the  like.  As 
these  fish  are  gregarious,  it  is  wise  and  kind  to 
keep  a  few  of  them  together,  but  they  will  not  die 
if  kept  in  solitary  confinement :  they  seem  soon  to 
learn  how  to  be  happy  and  contented  in  the 
aquarium.  The  bottom  of  the  tanks  in  which 
Gudgeon  live  should  be  covered  with  a  layer  of 
gravel  of  extra  depth,  for  without  such  precaution 
these  fish,  being  bottom  feeders,  would  interfere 
greatly  with  the  clearness  of  the  water.  The 
Gudgeon  generally  spawns  about  May,  and  the  ova, 
it  is  said,  take  nearly  a  month  to  hatch.  This  fish, 
whUe  in  the  aquarium,  should  be  fed  upon  small 
garden  worms,  water-worms,  larva  of  gnats,  or 
pieces  of  raw  meat.  After  a  time  it  will  learn  to 
eat  ants'  eggs.  The  body  is  cylindrical  in  shape, 
and  oU\  e-brown  in  colour,  and  spotted ;  a  dark 
line  runs  along  the  sides.  The  eye  is  placed  high 
up  in  the  head,  and  the  mouth  possesses  two  small 
barbels,  one  on  each  side.  The  scales  are  large, 
and  the  snout  is  somewhat  blunt.  This  fish  some- 
times grows  seven  inches  long. 

{To  he  continued.) 


THE  WANING  WANDLE. 


Not  many  weeks  ago  a  Wandsworth  manufac- 
tinrer  was  prosecuted  for  causing  obnoxious  smells, 
and  in  the  course  of  the  evidence  it  was  stated  that 
the  river  Wandle  had  "  been  scheduled  as  a  common 
sewer."  I  read  the  sentence  with  something  like  a 
pang.  I  might  see  a  Derby  winner  in  the  shafts 
of  a  four-wheeled  cab  with  regret ;  I  have  seen  an 
eminent  tragedian  reduced  to  carrying  a  banner  as 
a  "  super,"  and  I  sighed ;  but  I  uttered  no  less 
than  a  groan  when  I  heard  that  the  river  I  loved, 
and  fished,  and  bathed  in  as  a  boy  had  become  a 
common  sewer. 

Oh,  pretty  rivers  of  England !  though  County 
Councils,  and  Borough  Councils,  and  Boards  of 
Health,  and  Commissioners,  etc.,  may  pile  up  their 
enactments  and  regulations,  etc.,  a  foot  thick  "to 
this  complexion  must  you  come  at  last "  unless 
anglers  and  all  who  love  our  ancient  streams  and 
desire  to  preserv  e  them  exercise  eternal  vigilance. 
The  dear  old  Wandle  !  I  cannot  but  regard  it  as 
an  old  friend  who  has  seen  better  days,  and  it 
would  not  be  difficult  to  find  Surrey  anglers  who 
could  speak  of  good  pport  in  its  limpid  waters  and 


A  Bit  of  the  Wandle. 


beneath  its  overhanging  trees.  The  Wandle  must 
have  been  in  its  prime  in  the  early  days  of  good 
Queen  Bess,  in  whose  latter  days  the  skilled 
mechanics,  refugees  from  the  Continent,  first  set 
up  their  mills  on  its  banks.  Queen  Elizabeth 
built  the  first  bridge  over  the  Wandle  at  her  own 
expense,  and  dearly  she  loved  the  quaint  old  tovnn 
which  nestled  on  the  Wandle's  banks.  From  East- 
hill  the  Wandle  in  the  ancient  days  must  have 
looked  quite  charming ;  tall  elms  and  drooping 
willows  abounded  on  its  banks,  shading  the  water 
from  the  sun  and  helping  to  give  it  those  "  fishful  " 
qualities  of  which  dear  old  Izaak  wrote. 

The  Wandle  was  then  unpolluted  by  those 
manufactures  which  the  Huguenot  refugees  who 
settled  on  its  banks  began,  showing  great  commer- 
cial activity,  but  robbing  the  stream  of  its  purity 
and   picturesque  charm.     Old  folks  and  lovers 


strolled  along  its  banks,  and  anglers  could  be  sure 
of  a  good  catch  of  speckled  trout  from  its  quickly 
moving  waters.  Nelson,  a  hundred  years  ago,  threw 
his  fly  in  the  Wandle  as  it  flowed  by  his  house  at 
Merton.  Later  on  Mitcham  and  Beddington 
boasted  good  clubs.  Now  you  must  go  a  long 
way  up  from  Wandsworth  if  you  want  to  try  for 
trout  amid  scenes  of  rural  peace. 

The  Wandle  and  the  Huguenots  made  Wands- 
worth, which  was  a  purely  agricultural  district 
until  the  Protestant  refugees,  who  fled  from  France 
"  for  conscience  sake,"  set  up  their  mills  on  the 
pretty  river's  banks.  The  Dutch  came  here  too,  and 
"  Frying  Pan  Creek  "  still  marks  the  place  where 
ingenious  Mynheer  Van  Duncks  made  brazen  vessels 
gaily,  and  no  doubt  quenched  their  thirst  with  brandy 
and  water  daily.  Dyers,  hat  makers,  and  calico 
printers  soon  followed,  and  though  it  was  said  their 


A  Wandle  Mill. 


colours  would  not  wash  out,  they  did  "  run  "  into 
the  Wandle.  In  later  days  paper  mills  have  been 
set  up  on  the  river  banks,  and  not  long  ago  thirty 
acres  of  ground  were  planted  with  rose  trees  for 
Mr.  Rigges,  a  perfume  distiller.  There  may  still  be 
a  perfume  distillery  on  the  Wandle  for  anything  I 
know  to  the  contrary,  but  the  evidence  of  my 
olfactory  organ  convinces  me  that  it  is  "  not  all 
lavender."  The  dwellers  by  the  Wandle  were  not 
all  religious  refugees  either,  for  a  good  many 
smugglers  landed  their  goods  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Wandle — the  place  is  now  called  "  Wandsworth 
Cut " — and  a  white  house  close  to  the  river  bank 
was  a  favourite  haunt  of  Jack  Sheppard's. 

Every  lover  of  good  art  has  been  pleased  with 
the  beautiful  I'work  turned  out  from  the  Wandle 
mill  of  William  Morris,  but  though  we  must  have 
tapestry  mills,  match  factories,  and  even  horse 
slaughterers,  we  don't  want  such  luxuries,  or 
necessities,  at  the  cost  of  polluting  the  few  rivers 
and  streams  yet  left  to  us.  There  may  be  some 
few  stretches  of  the  Wandle  free  from  pollution ; 
indeed  I  hear  that  Mr.  W.  S.  Caine  knows  where 
to  catch  a  Wandsworth  trout  or  two  now,  but  the 
Wandle  that  I  knew  as  a  boy  is — "  a  common 
sewer."    Ugh !  Felix  Penne. 


HASTINGS  ANGLING  FESTIVAL. 


"A  GBEAT  success,  a  credit  to  all  concerned." 
This  has  been  the  unanimous  verdict  on  the  great 
Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  Sea  Angling  Festival.  On 
Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday  many  hundreds  of 
Fea  anglers  and  their  friends  were  attracted  to  the 
Premier  Cinque  Port,  and  they  met  with  such  a  warm 
welcome,  had,  as  our  American  cousins  would  say, 
"  such  a  good  time,"  that  they  will  revisit  the  place 
again  and  again,  even  when  there  is  not  such  a 
splendid  programme  to  hold  out  unique  inducements. 
Over  a  ton  of  fish  was  caught  during  the  festival — 
some  idea  of  the  angler's  success  may  be  gathered 
from  that  fact.  The  enjoyment  all  had  beats  any 
and  every  method  of  computation  and  appraisement. 
The  weather  on  the  whole  was  good,  and  much 
better  than  many  expected,  considering  the  erratic 
way  in  which  the  Daily  Ch-apMc  weather  lady  has 
conducted  herself  lately.  Nov.  1  opened  with  a 
calm  sea,  which  gave  the  boats  all  the  advantage  over 
the  piers,  as  the  water  was  too  clear.  Mr.  Fortt,  of 
Bath,  who  landed  the  biggest  catch  on  Nov.  1, 
secured  the  South  Coast  Championship,  and  thus 
takes  the  shield  and  medal.  The  heaviest  fish  taken 
during  the  festival  was  a  5Ib.  loz.  "  dog,"  which  came 
under  the  class  for  round  fish. 

Boat  Competition. 
C!a38  1  (for  the  heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  fish.) — 
First  prize,  South  of  England  sea  angling  champion- 
ship trophy  and  gold  medal,  won  by  F.  C.  Fortt, 
Bath  A. A.,  171b.  2oz. ;  second  p'-ize,  a  handsome 
eilver-plated  tantalus,  J.  H.  Latham,  unattached, 
201b.  3oz. ;  third  prize,  two-joint  7ft.  8in.  sea  rod, 
F.  S.  Mann,  also  unattached,  181b.  2Joz. 


Class  2  (for  the  heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  whiting, 
not  exceeding  12  in  number). — First  prize,  Hastings 
and  St.  Leonards  challenge  cup  and  gold  medal, 
Albert  Smith,  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  A. A., 
71b.  5oz. ;  second,  silver-mounted  spirit  flask,  J, 
Griffiths,  West  Pier  A.A.,  71b.  4oz. ;  third,  SJin. 
"  Future "  sea  reel,  G.  Perrett,  Hastings  and  St. 
Leonards  A. A.,  71b.  2oz. 

Class  3. — No  competition. 

Class  4  (for  the  heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  flat-fish). 
— First  prize,  superior  6in.  sea  reel,  C.  W.  Aldridge, 
unattached,  lib.  BJoz. ;  second,  two-joint  Oft.  sea  rod, 
Mr.  Hatton,  jun.,  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  A. A., 
lib.  8oz. ;  third,  A.  Gage,  unattached,  lib.  2oz. 

Class  5  (for  the  heaviest  round  and  flat  fish  taken  on 
each  day).  Each  winner  received  a  well-built  sea 
rod.— Saturday :  F.  C.  Fortt,  Bath  A.A.  (round), 
51b.  loz.;  A.  C.  Towers,  B.S.A.S.  (flat),  l.'Joz.— 
Sunday:  Mr.  Kidd,  unattached  (round),  21b.  OJoz. ; 
and  W.  Duplock,  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  (flat), 
lOJoz.— Monday  :  G.  Smith,  Oglander  A.A.  (round), 
3Ib.  lOoz. ;  H.  C.  Hope,  Gilford  A.A.  (flat),  9oz. 

Class  6  (for  the  greatest  number  of  sizeable  fish  any 
one  day's  catch). — First  prize,  superior  greenheart  sea 
rod,  won  by  R.  C.  H.  Corfe  ;  second,  strong  9ft.  Gin. 
greenheart  sea-rod,  C.  H.  Cook,  B.S.A.S. ;  third, 
aluminium  tobacco-jar,  Albert  Smith,  Hastings  and 
St.  Leonards  A.A. 

Hastings  Pier  Competition. 

Class  1  (for  the  heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  fish). — 
First  prize,  silver  challenge  cup,  presented  by  the 
Hastings  Pifr  Company,  and  gold  medal,  R.  M. 
Watts,  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  A.A. ;  second, 
silver-plated  crystal  claret  jug,  Mr.  Novis,  unattached 
(this  competitor's  catch  included  a  31b.  14oz.  cod) ; 
third,  six  solid  silver  apostle  spoons  in  case,  F.  R. 
Robinson,  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  A.A. 

Class  2  (for  the  heaviest  flat  and  round  fish). — Two 
"Future"  sea  reels,  C.  G.  Gill,  London  (round),  and 
0.  B.  Travers  (flat),  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  A.A. 

Class  3  (for  the  heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  whiting). 
— First  prize,  eight-day  carriage  clock,  T.  Alder, 
unattached;  second,  7ft.  sea  rod,  C.  Scott,  unattached. 

Class  4  (for  the  heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  flat  fish). 
— First  prize,  china  salad  bowl,  H.  Cross,  unattached  ; 
second,  7ft.  sea  rod,  W.  Howe,  Hastings  and  St. 
Leonards  A.A. 

St.  Leonabds  Pier. 

Class  1  (for  the  heaviest  one  day's  catch). — First 
prize,  silver  challenge  cup,  presented  by  the  St. 
Leonards  Pier  Company,  and  gold  medal,  A.  Herbert, 
Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  A.A. ;  second,  silver-plated 
crystal  claret  jug,  C.  H.  F.  Titjen,  Hastings  and  St. 
Leonards  A.A. ;  third,  six  solid  silver  apostle  spoons 
in  case,  G.  Stebbing,  unattached. 

Class  2  (for  the  heaviest  flat  and  round  fish). — Two 
prizes,  "  Future  "  sea  reels,  J.  Hare,  Streatham  A.A. 
(round),  and  Mr.  Field,  unattached  (flat). 

Class  3  (for  the  heavicEt  one  day's  catch  of  whiting). 
— First  prize,  eight-day  carriage  clock,  L.  A.  C. 
Edwards,  West  Pier  A.A. ;  second,  7ft.  sea  rod,  N,  G. 
Pollard,  West  Pier  A.A. 

Class  4  (for  the  heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  flat  fish). 
— First  prize,  china  salad  bowl,  B.  L.  Watkinson, 
unattached ;  second,  a  7ft.  sea  rod,  H.  Butt,  Hastings 
and  St.  Leonards  A.A. 

On  Monday  evening  the  presentation  of  prizes  in 
connection  with  the  festival  took  place  at  the  Castle 
Hotel,  Hastings.  The  large  masonic  hall  of  the  hotel 
was  inadequate  to  contain  all  those  who  attended, 
and  which  numbered  over  250.  Mr.  0.  R.  Travers, 
M.R.C.S.,  Chairman  of  the  Festival  Committee,  pre- 
sided. Councillor  Diton  occupying  the  vice-chair. 
The  chairman  cordially  welcomed  the  anglers  to  the 
historic  town,  and  briefly  outlined  the  history  of  the 
inception  of  the  festival — the  first  of  its  kind  ever 
held  in  Hastings — which  he  attributed  entirely  to 
Mr.  H.  Dowsett,  who  had  been  ably  backed  up 
by  the  committee ;  they  in  turn  had  been  well  sup- 
ported by  the  townspeople.  In  conclusion,  he 
apologised  for  the  absence  of  the  Mayor  of  Hast- 
ings (Alderman  F.  A.  Langham),  who  was  to  have 
distributed  the  prizes.  Mr.  C.  H,  Cook  proposed  in 
eulogistic  terms  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  festival 
officials,  and  spoke  of  the  splendid  way  in  which  they 
had  arranged  the  festival.  After  a  humorous  reference 
to  the  size  of  the  fish  caught  (every  whiting  turning 
the  scale  at  7|oz.),  he  ventured  to  make  a  suggestion 
that  another  year  a  ladies'  prize  should  be  ofiered. 
(Applause.)  He  saw  no  reason  why  the  Corporation 
should  not  make  a  grant  to  the  festival,  and  took  as 
precedent  the  authorities  at  Henley-on-Thames,  who 
granted  five  guineas  for  a  similar  purpose.  Mr.  Cook 
added  that,  after  that  example,  they  might  expect 
fifty  guineas  from  the  Hastings  Corporation. 

Mr.  Howard,  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  seconded  the 
motion,  and  especially  mentioned  Messrs.  Dowsett 
and  Bartram  for  their  hard  work  in  connection  with 
the  festival.  The  motion  was  unanimously  carried 
with  musical  honours.  Mr.  Dowsett  returned  thanks, 
and  mentioned  the  assistance  he  had  received  from 
Mr.  Bartram,  his  co-secretary,  who  had  helped  to  » 
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great  extent  in  making  the  festival  the  success  it  had 
been.  He  also  thanked  the  angling  Press  for  their 
assistance,  and  announced  that  the  Anglers'  iVcws  would 
give  a  silver  cup  for  competition  at  the  next  festival. 
He  also  referred  with  pleasure  to  the  support  received 
from  the  townspeople.  The  prizes  were  then  distributed 
by  the  chairman  amid  much  enthusiasm,  Mrs.  Corfe 
being  awarded  an  extra  prize  of  a  salad  bowl  for  her 
pluck  in  fishing  through  the  three  days,  Mr.  Ashby 
proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  judges.  Councillors 
W.  H.  Gallop  and  H.  Diton,  and  the  referee,  Mr. 
W.  E.  Brown.  Councillor  Deck  seconded,  and  after 
these  gentlemen  had  replied,  votes  of  thanks  were 
passed  to  the  official  weighers,  the  artistes,  and  the 
chairman.  During  the  evening  an  excellent  pro- 
gramme of  music  was  submitted,  those  contributing 
being  Mr.  Val  Marriott  (violin  solos),  W.  Duke  (con- 
certina solo),  Mr.  J.  Baker  Guy's  glee  party,  and 
Messrs.  G,  H.  Snazelle,  W.  G.  Scott,  and  Alec  Gunn. 


JUST  FISHING. 


There  were  three  of  us,  to  say  nothing  of  the  boy. 
Three  of  a  kind,  all  disciples  of  Blaokstone.  We 
determined  to  have  a  good  old-fashioned  day's  fishing, 
if  the  wheels  of  justice  ceased  revolving.  The  Blind 
Goddess  laid  aside  her  blinders  and  took  up  her  knitting 
for  a  day's  solid  enjoyment  on  that  fair  July  morning 
after  seeing  so  many  of  her  wards  safely  disposed  of. 

We  were  in  the  mountains  of  south-western  Virginia, 
on  the  summit  of  the  divide,  in  the  quaint  and  interest- 
ing little  village  of  Wytheville,  a  delightful  summer 
resort  combining  the  essentials  to  health  and  pleasure 
— good  climate,  good  water,  and  good  society. 

Situated  on  tlie  crest  of  the  watershed,  2500  feet 
above  sea-level,  on  a  calm,  clear  day  (as  the  guide- 
books say),  from  the  top  of  the  loftiest  building  in  the 
town  you  can  gaze  upon  the  yellow  waters  of  the 
Mississippi  on  the  one  side,  and  the  billowing  Atlantic 
upon  the  other — provided  your  eyes  are  focussed  for  the 
necessary  distance  ;  they  are  both  there. 

Way  back  in  the  mountains  there  were  said  to  be 
trout  streams  filled  with  the  dappled  darlings  (speckled 
beauties  revised),  and  fifteen  miles  away  was  New 
River,  reported  to  be  teeming  with  bass,  but  these 
distant  possibilities  quickly  lost  their  charm,  and  were 
relegated  to  the  "  some  other  times,"  when  the  boy 
assured  us  without  reservation  or  qualification  that 
"  The  creek  was  full  of  bass,  red-eye  perch,  chub  and 
sunfish,  beside  slashin'  big  old  hog-suckers." 

We  went  to  the  creek  with  some  misgivings  and  a 
promise  to  the  boy  of  a  swim  in  his  clothes  if  the  con- 
ditions as  set  forth  did  not  materialise — but  he  made 
good,  and  the  day  was  a  success  every  way. 

The  boy  promised  to  provide  the  bait-worms,  but  as 
the  ground  was  dry  he  failed  in  his  quest,  so  the  start 
was  delayed  half-an-hour  while  all  hands  dug  bait. 

The  four-mile  drive  through  the  beautiful  blue  grass 
country  in  the  early  morning  was  a  bit  of  unalloyed 
pleasure.  The  homes,  meadows  and  stock  were 
strikingly  like  what  one  sees  in  the  blue  grass  region 
of  Kentucky,  save  that  the  land  is  more  rolling. 

My  two  companions  were  natives  and  Virginian 
gentlemen. 

As  dignity  never  goes  beyond  the'city  limits  with  a 
fishing  party,  ours  was  no  exception,  and  so  our  town 
names  had  to  be  relegated  for  the  time  being. 

The  most  dignified  member  was  christened  Talk 
Easy,  the  other  native  Walk  Easy,  and  the  writer 
Take  it  Easy ;  the  latter  being  irony  of  a  pronounced 
type. 

We  all  had  things — Talk  Easy  a  throat.  Walk  Easy 
and  I  stomachs,  but  all  convalescent.  Arrived  at  our 
destination,  an  old  mill  site  with  the  dam  partly 
broken  away,  we  put  the  horse  in  a  shady  place  and 
prepared  to  enjoy  ourselves. 

It  was  but  a  few  moments  thereafter  until  we  had 
another  illustration  of  how  unreasonable  a  boy  is. 

"  Get  the  net  and  bucket  and  come  back  with  me  up 
the  road  to  the  branch,  and  let's  try  to  catch  some 
minnows,"  said  I. 

As  he  laid  down  his  pole  and  started  to  obey, 
travelling  with  that  broken-back  snake  gait  that  a  boy 
always  affects  when  he  has  plans  of  his  own  that  are 
interfered  with,  he  was  accosted  by  Talk  Easy,  who 
requested  him  to  search  among  the  rain-coats,  lunch- 
baskets  and  other  duffle  in  the  conveyance  for  his 
fish  line. 

As  the  boy  swelled  up  with  injured  indignation,  but 
before  he  could  voice  it,  the  third  member  of  the  party 
called  to  him,  and  in  a  most  polite  tone  of  voice 
requested  that  he  "  look  up  the  bait  and  carry  all  the 
cushions  over  to  the  place  selected  to  fish." 

Speechless  for  a  moment,  the  unreasonable  little 
heathen  then  howled,  "How  in  thunder'm  I  goin'  to 
do  half-a-dozen  things  at  once  ?  I  ain't  no  triplets. 
Somebody  else  ought  to  do  something,  too." 

Then  somebody  promptly  offered  to  do  something, 
and  as  the  somebody  was  the  boy's  avuncular  relation, 
the  small  boy  did  a  sprint  across  a  bit  of  clover  and 
hurdled  over  a  high  rail  fence,  and  then  retired  to  a 


thicket  to  meditate  until  time,  the  great  healer,  worked 
out  a  condition  favourable  to  his  return  to  our  society. 

My  minnow  fishing  was  not  a  success,  and  I  soon 
concluded  to  return  and  take  chances  with  the  others, 
using  the  plebeian  angle  worm.  They  were  hard  at  it, 
and  Talk  Easy  had  booked,  played,  and  safely  landed  a 
fine  fish  of  the  genus  chub  that  weighed  all  of  2|oz., 
and  was  nearly  as  long  as  the  longest  finger  on  his 
hand. 

After  modestly  acknowledging  our  hearty  congratu- 
lations and  recovering  from  the  fatigue  incident  to 
such  exertion,  the  gentleman  calmly  resumed  his 
fishing. 

Determined  that  there  should i be  a  show  of  scientific 
fishing,  I  rigged  up  a  fly  outfit  and  proceeded  to 
industriously  whip  the  water  that  looked  favourable, 
hoping  to  take  a  bass. 

The  conversation  that  immediately  ensued  between 
my  companions  was  not  calculated  to  encourage  me. 
"What  is  he  doing?"  said  the  fisherman  who  had 
scored. 

"  Practising  to  drive  a  dog  team  on  the  Klondyke," 
was  the  reply. 

"  Does  he  think  it  possible  that  fish  eat  feathers  ?  " 

"  No  ;  his  idea  is  to  scare  them  to  death  with  a  near 
view  of  the  fearful  and  wonderful  insects." 

I  cut  short  this  brilliant  show  of  pleasantry  by 
dropping  a  large  stone  in  the  water's  edge  between 
them,  splashing  some  muddy  water  on  each. 

My  further  efforts  to  educate  creels  fish  up  to  a 
feather  diet  proceeded  without  criticism  or  comment. 

When  thoroughly  discouraged  I  put  away  my  fiy 
outfit  and  got  down  to  business  with  a  worm.  Talk 
Easy,  who  seemed  to  be  the  real  fisherman  of  the 
crowd,  had  caught  another  fine  chub,  almost  as  large 
as  the  first,  and  several  red-eye  perch  that  were  clearly 
visible  to  the  naked  eye,  and  was  in  a  fair  way  to 
become  very  unpopular  with  the  less  successful 
members  of  the  party. 

He  and  Walk  Easy  had  fished  on  down  the  stream 
together,  and  when  I  followed  them  and  came  neat 
enough  to  hear  their  conversation,  I  saw  again  that 
oft-recurring,  but  ever  deplorable  sight,  "man's  in- 
humanity to  man,"  in  confidence  betrayed.  Talk 
Easy  would  find  a  likely  hole,  cast  in  and  take  a  fish 
or  two ;  then,  if  no  further  success  rewarded  his  efforts, 
he  would  call  to  Walk  Easy  to  come  there,  where  he 
had  found  a  good  place,  and,  with  the  arrogance  born 
of  success  and  a  belief  in  his  superior  skill,  direct  him 
as  to  the  proper  bait  to  use,  and  spot  to  cast  in,  and 
then  leaving  his  grateful  but  deluded  friend  to  fish 
exhausted  waters,  hurry  on  to  the  next  good  hole. 

It  was  a  case  calling  aloud  for  foreign  intervention, 
but  added  to  the  fact  that  I  had  no  gun  was  the  further 
fact  that  it  behoved  me  to  get  ahead  of  the  trouble  in 
question  and  find  some  unfished  water  so  as  to  save 
my  own  reputation. 

Returning  about  noon  to  where  the  unequal  partners 
were  operating  I  found  the  head  of  the  firm  laden 
with  conceit  and  fish,  while  the  junior  was  struggling 
with  physical  exhaustion  and  the  problem  of  why  it 
was  that  he  had  found  the  only  worms  in  the  can  that 
the  fish  would  not  eat. 

We  now  proceeded  to  enjoy  one  of  the  most  pleasant 
events  of  even  the  most  eventful  outing — the  lunch 
hour.  The  boy  was  called,  and  came  in  with  two  fish 
and  voluminous  explanations  of  how  it  was  that  his 
string  was  not  full,  and  after  making  proper  apologies 
for  the  shortcomings  of  early  morn  was  restored  to 
limited  fellowship  on  probation.  The  lunch  basket 
assayed  well  and  proved  entirely  satisfactory  until 
Walk  Easy  produced  from  its  profoundest  depths  a 
small  brown  bottle  about  half  full  of  fluid  and  other 
things,  which  he  said  had  been  placed  there  by  order 
of  the  supreme  dictation  of  his  household  with  express 
instructions  that  he  proceed  to  take  a  little  as  antidote 
for  lunch  in  excess. 

Merely  out  of  curiosity  we  agreed  to  join  him  in 
partaking  of  the  contents  of  the  bottle  as  it  had  some 
queer  objects  that  we  had  never  seen  used  as  ingredients 
in  any  beverage. 

Cork  cocktail  we  found  it  to  be,  and  give  the  formula 
as  it  will  probably  become  more  popular  than  the 
famous  drink  of  the  commonwealth — mint  julep. 

Fill  up  a  bottle  with  corks  and  stuS  the  linterstices 
with  spirits  fermenti.  Let  stand  till  all  the  flavour 
of  the  cork  is  extracted.  Two  teaspoonfuls  of  this — 
which  was  our  share  after  Walk  Easy  had  worried 
down  his  prescribed  dose — made  us  think  we  were  two 
bits  of  thistledown  ;  and  our  poor  friend,  with  a  full 
dose  to  contend  with,  had  to  sit  holding  a  large  stone 
in  his  lap  for  some  time. 

It  is  a  great  discovery  this  cork  cocktail,  but  the 
man  who  fully  exploits  it  had  best  provide  himself 
with  the  footwear  of  a  deep  sea  diver  if  he  wants  to 
retain  his  grip  on  terra  firma. 

We  resumed  operations  after  dinner  and  the  luck 
held.  The  man  who  knew  the  game  continued  to 
catch  fish,  while  his  partner  industriously  fished 
exhausted  waters. 

The  boy  joined  them  for  a  season,  but  when  Talk 
Easy,  under  the  impression  that  he  had  a  large  fish, 
tore  a  minnow  out  of  the  water  with  such  force  as  to 
jerk  its  head  half  of!,  his  frankly  expressed  opinionB  %nd 


hilarious  shouts  of  laughter  revived  his  unpopularity 
of  the  morning,  and  he  concluded  to  join  me  for  a 
while.  There  is  always  something  original  about  a 
boy's  fishing  outfit,  and  our  boy  was  no  exception. 

His  pole  was  so  long  that  he  either  had  to  fish 
across  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream  all  the  tima 
or  else  sit  well  back  from  the  water's  edge. 

His  line  was  long  and  strong  and  carried  two  hooks 
of  generous  size. 

But  the  artistic  finishing  touch  of  the  outfit  was  the 
float.  This  consisted  of  a  cork  disc  about  as  large  as  a 
batter  cake  of  generous  thickness,  and  of  such  buoyancy 
that  no  ordinary  fish  could  have  pulled  it  under  the 
water. 

The  effect  produced  by  the  casting  of  the  boy's  line 
was  to  be  compared  only  with  the  exploBion  of  a  sub- 
terranean mine. 

We  got  on  fairly  well  together — the  hoy  and  I — but 
his  method  of  fishing  was  too  strenuous  for  results. 
Every  few  moments  he  would  pull  in  and  cast  out, 
the  first  half  of  the  process  sounding  like  pulling  a 
stump,  and  the  return  being  a  s-wish-s-sb,  ker-plunk, 
su-wash  I    The  climax  being  the  settling  of  the  float. 

At  my  earnest  insistence  he  finally  removed  the 
float,  and  shortly  thereafter  fished  for  several  minutes 
with  his  hook  hanging  from  a  bush  on  the  opposite 
bank,  where  it  had  lodged  when  cast  without  his 
noticing  that  fact.  His  disgust  was  great,  and  no 
amount  of  argument  could  convince  him  to  the 
contrary  of  a  great  opportunity  lost  in  the  few  moments 
that  he  had  fished  up  a  tree. 

This  was  much  more  amusing  than  the  next  incident, 
as  any  one  but  a  boy  would  know,  but  he  thought  the 
contrary.  I  had  caught  a  minnow,  and  was  fishing  a 
long  stretch  of  water  for  a  bass.  A  fine  strike  showed, 
and  when  I  pulled  I  was  fast  to  something  big  and 
strong.  The  boy  observed  it,  and  greatly  excited 
abandoned  his  own  business  to  rush  over  to  ofier  me 
advice  and  assistance. 

"  Pull  him  in !  Snake  him  out  I  Don't  let  him  get 
away,"  he  shouted.    "  What  do  you  reckon  it  is  ?  " 

"  A  bass,"  I  coolly  replied,  "  and  a  good  one.  Stand 
back,  and  I  will  show  you  how  to  properly  land  a  large 
fish." 

Having  no  clear  water  to  play  it  in  I  was  steadily 
reeling  and  pulling  in  my  catch,  which  was  fighting 
in  a  jerky,  stubborn  way  rather  unusual  in  a  game  fish, 
but  I  believed  it  to  be  such,  and  a  good  heavy  one  too. 

Sitting  well  back,  pulling  hard  and  reeling  fast,  with 
the  boy  jumping  and  shouting  with  excitement,  I 
brought  my  catch  to  the  surface,  and  with  a  lunge  and 
splash  it  came  into  full  view,  proving  to  be  a  long, 
slender,  green  switch  that  my  line  had  become  fast  to 
in  the  centre,  so  that  in  pulling  it  through  the  water 
it  offered  the  jerky  resistance  described. 

I  was  both  disappointed  and  chagrined,  and  for  one 
brief  instant  thought  that  even  my  companion  was 
going  to  be  considerate  and  sympathetic  as  he  seemed 
to  share  my  disappointment,  but  this  was  a  violent 
presumption — he  was  only  a  boy. 

After  one  look  at  my  prize  the  boy  proceeded  to  roll 
over  and  over  on  the  ground  with  whoops  and  yells, 
occasionally  choking  and  smothering  with  his  efforto 
to  be  sarcastic  :  "  Oh  I  what  a  bass."  "  Ain't  he  a  big 
one,  though,"  and  other  remarks  of  like  nature  until 
I  was  minded  to  wonder  how  a  boy  could  be  such  a 
brute  naturally. 

I  do  not  believe  in  punishing  other  people's  children 
— having  small  troubles  of  my  own — but  after  the 
insufierable  row  kicked  up  by  that  young  hopeful  had 
continued  to  a  point  beyond  human  endurance  wa 
separated. 

He  never  knew  that  the  vicious  slashes  made  at 
him  with  that  stick  as  he  sought  safety  in  flight  were 
only  intended  to  frighten  him,  nor  the  further  fact 
that  they  might  have  done  so  to  the  extent  of 
shortening  his  earthly  career  without  causing  regret. 
The  cool  of  the  evening  found  us  all  back  at  the 
starting  point  at  the  dam,  and  a  canvas  of  the  returns 
showed  Talk  Easy  high  hook,  with  his  deluded  and 
confiding  companion,  yet  like  the  small  boy  who 
said,  "  When  I  catch  the  one  I  am  after  and  two 
more,  I  will  have  three." 

But  the  law  of  compensation  now  intervened,  and 
the  weary,  unsuccessful  fisherman  came  to  his  reward. 
With  all  of  us  fishing  as  near  him  as  we  could  crowd, 
he  caught  the  four  largest  fieh  of  the  day,  and  was 
once  more  happy. 

The  ride  home  was  uneventful  with  one  exception. 
In  fording  the  creek  we  drove  in  the  deepest  water 
and  succeeded  in  entirely  submerging  the  floor  of  the 
buckboard  where  sat  the  boy. 

We  have  heard  Nilsson,  Patti,  and  Gampanini — 
none  of  whom  discoursed  music  as  sweet  as  the  sound 
of  the  yells  of  rage  and  anguish  that  proceeded  from 
the  throat  of  the  boy  as  he  slashed  around  in  the  cold 
water  of  that  spring-fed  stream. 

The  glory  of  a  mountain  sunset  was  full  in  our 
faces  as  we  drove  home.  A  grand  sea  of  molten  gold 
dotted  with  crimson  islands. 

The  miracle  that  we  call  the  sun  going  down,  that 
was  old  when  these  lofty  mountains  were  the  levels  of 
the  great  deep,  that  is  as  old  as  the  first  day  of  the 
preation  and  yet  is  ever  new, " 


November  8,  1902 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


327 


BURBERRYS 


WARM  WITHODT  WEIGHT.   PROOF  WITHOUT  HEAT. 

It  is  impossible  to  speak  too  Iiigtily  of  the 
advantages  of  tlie  SLIP-ON,  Its  weather-proof 
qualities  are  incontestable.    It  will  keep   out  . 
drenching  and  continuous  rain  without  adding  , 
the  slightest  unnatural  heat,  | 

May  be  worn  In  the  mildest  or  coldest  weather 
with   equal  comfort.     Formed   to  obviate  the  > 
possibility  of  any  tie  or  drag,  the  fitting  is 
equally  good  with  or  without  undercoat. 

"  A  year  or  two  ago  you  supplied  me  with  a  Slip-on 
Gabardine,  the  most  perfect  and  most  waterproof 
shooting  and  fishing  coat  I  have  had." — • 

B.  W.  GOTHAM,  Springfield,  Prescot. 

"  I  have  been  well  satisfied  with  the  coat,  and  have 
worn  it  in  jungle  through  the  heaviest  downpours  (and 
I  can  tell  you  it  does  rain  here)  without  getting  wet 
underneath  either  by  rain  or  perspiration." — 
0.  F.  S.  BAKER, 

17/12/01  Man  Kulam,  Ceylon. 

"  The  day  turned  out  the  wettest  it  has  been  my  lot  to 
be  out  on.    I  remained  quite  dry." 

R.  H.  BENSON,  Walton,  Wakefield. 

BURBERRY 


30&31,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON; 
}         AND  BASINGSTOKE. 


THE  "KINGFISHER'  SILK  LINE. 

A    NEW    FISMIlSrG  LINE. 


The  Field. — " . .  .  The  dressing  is  a  feature  of 
the  line.  It  appears  to  be  one  of  the  best  we  have 
ever  seen,  penetrating  right  into  the  centre,  and, 
while  being  soft  and  having  a  smooth  surface, 
has  something  of  that  steeliness  or  springiness 
which  is  desirable  in  a  salmon  line." 


Fishing  Gazette. — ".  .  .  As  far  as  I  can  judge 
without  actually  using  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  Mr.  Malloch's  five  years  of  experiments  have 
produced  a  most  perfect  line,  and  the  fact  that 
he  himself  is  satisfied  with  it — in  fact  'delighted' 
with  it — is  as  good  a  testimonial  as  any  line  could 
have.  His  reputation  as  one  of  the  best  salmon 
fishermen  of  this  or  any  day  is  unassailable." 


P.  D.  M  ALLOCH,  perth. 


Manufacturer  of 
ever}'  deseriptionoE 

FISHING  TACKLE 
suitable  for  all 
parts  of  the  World 

[2] 
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But  this  is  not  fishing,  and  the  inevitable  must 
be  met. 

"How  many  feeshes,  Daddie?  "  is  the  question  in 
sweet  chorus  that  meets  us  at  the  gate. 

Then  to  the  house  we  go  with  deep  longing  for  the 
welcoming  caress  that  each  has  looked  forward  to  all 
through  the  long  ride  home,  and  the  hearty  words  of 
praise  that  sound  so  sweet  from  loved  ones  to  the 
weary,  yet  successful,  fisherman,  only  to  be  met  with 
that  query — replete  with  subtle  wit,  and  old,  oh  1  how 
old— not  dating  back,  perhaps,  to  the  first  sunset,  but 
antedating  many,  many  sunsets :  "  Why,  how  nice ! 
What  did  you  say  they  cost  you?  " 

Lewis  Hopkins  in  Forest  and  Stream, 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thwsday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.— Gbnbbal  Bbmabkb. — The  river  is  still 
low  and  bright.  In  the  lower  section  the  water 
was  run  off  nearly  two  feet  below  the  proper 
level  for  this  time  of  the  year.  Roach  have  been 
feeding  well  in  some  parts,  and  are  beginning  to  afford 
better  sport,  being  much  stronger  than  when  the 
water  was  of  a  higher  temperature.  Mr.  W.  Newman 
and  Mr.  B.  Pope  had  five  dozen  good  roach  at  Kingston 
on  Monday,  and  other  anglers  had  a  fair  quantity  of 
fish.  Mr.  Bradsell,  fishing  with  Johnson,  had  a  fair 
number  of  roach  and  one  barbel.  He  hooked  another 
barbel,  but  lost  it  as  it  got  round  the  rye  peck.  These 
are  the  only  two  barbel  that  I  have  heard  of  being 
hooked  this  week.  General  fishing  has  been  poor  on 
the  whole,  and,  though  the  weeds  are  dying,  an 
improvement  is  not  anticipated  until  after  a  heavy  fall 
of  rain. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Henley). — The  water  has  again  run  down 

very  low  and  fine,  consequently  sport  has  been  poor. 
Roach  are  still  off  the  feed,  and  the  bank  fishermen 
have  fared  very  badly.  Quite  a  number  of  anglers 
visited  the  happy  hunting  grounds  of  G.  Arlett's,  above 
Shiplake  lock,  on  Oct.  31,  where  his  patrons  had  one 
or  two  red-letter  days  among  the  pike  last  winter. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  was  early  on  the  scene  with  the 
General,  W.  Vaughan  with  two  gentlemen,  G.  Arlett 
with  Mr.  Clegg,  and  two  other  punts  with  their 
patrons  on  board  arrived  only  to  find  that  some  one 
was  there  before  them, .  but  the  slaughter  was  not 
great — the  weeds  were  not  down  enough  yet  for  good 
pike  fishing.  However,  two  punts  accounted  for 
four  fish  each,  the  best  of  these  weighing  61b.,  the 
others  getting  some  fish  up  to  4§lb.  On  Nov.  1,  Mr. 
Radcliffe  and  son,  fishing  with  the  General,  took 
three  jack ;  best  fish,  81b.  12oz.  At  Wargrave,  Mr. 
P.  Slade  has  taken  a  number  of  jack  up  to  81b.  from 
Holme's  Pond.  While  at  Medenham,  a  i  patron  of 
R.  Young  has  taken  six  jack ;  best  fish,  51b.  Local 
anglers  have  also  taken  several  up  to  the  same  weight. 
We  have  had  a  good  rain  to-day  (Nov.  5),  which  should 
freshen  the  river  up  and  improve  sport. — Stanley 
Mead. 

  (Teddington). — Plenty  of  roach  and  dace, 

nothing  else  feeding ;  want  rain  badly.  Mr.  Denniford 
at  the  weir  last  week  got  two  roach  weighing  lib.  lOoz. 
and  lib.  9oz.  Mr.  Tomlinson  has  taken  several  over 
lib.  up  to  lib.  7oz.  I  got  two,  one  with  Mr.  G.  Withers, 
lib.  7Joz.,  and  one  with  Mr.  Percy  Curtis,  lib.  6oz. 
Mr.  Sinibaldi  got  a  carp  of  61b.  loz.,  which  he  care- 
fully put  back  in  the  evening.  All  the  roach  except 
my  two  were  taken  with  weed.  As  far  as  gudgeon 
fishing  is  concerned,  you  can  get  fourteen  or  fifteen 
dozen  per  day. — W.  McBiudb. 

Ancholme  District. — Conditions  are  still  favour- 
able for  xiiko  fishing,  but  there  is  a  falling  off  in  the 
number  of  anglers.  It  is  in  contemplation  to  increase, 
as  far  as  may  be,  the  number  of  tench  in  the  Ancholme, 
as  these  fish  are  giving  great  satisfaction. — Thomas 
FOED,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Iiooks  (Waterbeaoli). — Anglers  have 
upon  the  whole  experienced  a  very  pleasant  week  as 
to  the  condition  of  the  river  and  weather,  which  has 
been  fine.  Roach  fishing  on  some  days  rather  slow 
for  largo  size  fish,  but  the  angling  bait  catchers  have 
had  fifty  fish  a  day.  Pike  have  again  been  giving  good 
sport  all  the  week,  four  and  five  fish  to  a  rod  in  a  short 
time.  This  class  of  fish  is  very  numerous  here  this 
season,  and  the  anglers  are  now  dead  on  them.  All 
free  water  ;  live  baits  on  the  spot. — John  0.  Gkorge, 
Becho-road,  Cambridge. 

Cornish  Streams.  —  The  season  on  the  eastern 
rivers  flowing  into  the  Tamar  has  ended,  and  although 
there  have  been  plenty  of  fish  in  the  Tavy  and  no 
inconsiderable  amount  in  the  Lynher,  October  was 
not  on  the  whole  any  better  than  the  same  month  in 
the  past  five  years.  Captain  Roe  got  a  couple  of 
salmon,  and  Sir  Robt.  Harris  had  some  sport,  but  no 
extraordinary  takes  have  been  reported.  The  Camel 
and  Fowey  are  in  capital  orOrr,  porhops  a  lit  too  big, 
and  many  good  salmon  have  bctn  seen.    Pport,  how- 


ever, has  been  bad.  Still  these  "rivers  have  another 
month,  and  it  usually  is  the  best  month. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  rain  on  Wed- 
nesday evening  has  sent  some  fresh  water  down  the 
stream.  Salmon  spawning  continues  satisfactory.  It 
has  been  decided  to  make  application  that  nets  should 
not  exceed  eight  yards  in  depth.  Hitherto  at  Totnes 
the  nets  have  been  130  yards  long,  and  varied  from 
16ft.  to  26ft,  in  depth,  whilst  at  Stoke  Gabriel,  just 
below  Totnes,  they  were  a  little  longer  and  wider,  and 
at  Dittisham,  nearer  the  mouth  of  the  Iriver,  185 
yards  to  190  yards  long,  and  from  28ft.  to  lYft.  in 
depth.  It  has  been  decided  that  a  drift  or  seine  net 
shall  not  be  shot  at  the  same  place,  or  within  100 
yards  of  the  spot,  within  fifteen  ininutes  after  landing. 
For  fishing  other  than  salmon  in  the  close  time  the 
old  boundary  is  to  be  retained,  and  no  such  fishing 
will  be  allowed  above  a  line  from  Dunoannon  to 
Ashprington  Point,  and  across  the  Harbourne  from 
Bickford's  Point  to  Goruwortby  weir.  It  has  been 
decided  to  reduce  the  day  salmon  licence  from  4s.  to 
2s.  6d. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle)i — Sport  has  not  been  very  good 
during  the  last  week.  The  leaves  have  been  very 
troublesome,  more  so  to  fly  fishers  than  to  those  who 
use  all  sorts  of  heavy  baits  ;  but  the  worst  is  over,  the 
trees  being  now  pretty  bare.  On  Oct.  28  Mr.  G.  F.  Coul- 
thard  killed  a  fish  191b.  at  Grinsdale.  On  Oct.  29  Mr. 
Miles  Mclnnes  had  one  151b.  at  Rickerby,  and  Mr. 
Rosenvinge  one  141b.  at  Little  Corby.  On  Oct.  30, 
Robert  Bone,  one,  221b.,  at  Grinsdale.  In  the  same 
water,  on  the  31st,  Mr.  Robert  Scott  had  two,  191b. 
and  211b., -and  Mr.  Wilson,  one,  181b.  On  Nov.  1, 
Mr.  G.  P.  Coulthard,  one,  181b.,  at  Grinsdale,  and 
Mr.  E.  Prescott  one  of  181b.  in  the  Wetheral  water. 
On  the  3rd,  Mr.  Wilson,  one,  91b.,  and  Mr.  D. 
Ellwood,  one,  171b.,  near  Grinsdale.  Mr.  Miles 
Molnnes,  one,  101b.,  and  Mr.  Neil  Mclnnes,  one,  91b., 
in  the  Rickerby  water,  and  Mr.  J.  Jardine,  one,  near 
Grinsdale.  On  the  4th,  Mr.  Neil  Mclnnes  had  one 
of  91b. — Silver  Grey. 

£sk  (Whitby). — Fortunately  the  closing  days  of 
the  season  on  this  river  were  favourable  to  angling, 
and  the  water  being  in  good  condition  some  fair  sport 
was  secured.  The  record  fish  of  the  season  was  grassed 
on  the  last  day  by  Mr.  Moore,  who  utilised  the 
prawn  as  a  lure.  The  salmon  was  played  finely 
with  light  gut,  and  when  landed  scaled  241b.  Seven 
additional  fish,  weighing  lib.,  111b.,  111b.,  81b., 
14 Jib.,  171b.,  and  131b.  were  secured  by  the  same 
gentleman.  The  other  takes  to  hand  are : — Mr. 
Turnbull,  two  salmon,  weighing  141b.  and  161b. ; 
Mr.  Linton  one  of  181b.,  and  Mr.  English  one  of  101b. 
Somewhat  more  favourable  conditions  have  enabled 
sea  anglers  to  operate  in  the  ofiing,  where  some  capital 
takes  have  been  effected.  From  the  piers  and  quay 
large  numbers  of  small  fish  continue  to  fall  easy  prey 
to  the  lure.  Only  on  isolated  occasions  have  fish 
above  the  average  been  landed. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Although  the  river  is 
in  good  trim  for  ordinary  angling,  the  weather  con- 
ditions are  not  favourable  for  the  next  few  days.  Some 
pike  have  been  taken  near  the  city  and  upper  Exe, 
the  best  fish,  121b.,  being  caught  by  Mr.  Shepherd  with 
live  bait.  In  the  canal  a  few  perch  and  roach  have 
been  taken,  in  addition  to  some  pike,  near  the  lime- 
kilns and  Countess  Weir. — Red  Palmeb. 

Fen  District  (Sonth  Lines  and  Cambs).— The 
improvement  noticed  a  week  ago  seems  generally  to 
have  continued.  The  weather  has  shown  some 
degree  of  improvement,  and  baskets  are  heavier 
than  at  any  time  during  this  season,  so  far  as 
roach  are  concerned.  The  roach  drains  on  the 
Cambridgeshire  side  have  had  a  fair  amount  of 
patronage,  and  a  few  decent  baskets  are  said  to 
have  been  made  up  on  the  Middle  and  North  Level 
drains,  near  Wisbech.  Pike  fishing,  however,  has 
shown  the  greatest  improvement,  and  a  number  of 
fish  up  to  101b.  and  121b.  are  recorded  in  different 
places— from  the  subscribers'  waters  near  Deeping, 
for  instance,  from  the  Swine's  Head  district  on  the 
lower  Forty-foot,  and  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Billingborough.  Weeds,  however,  interfere  somewhat 
with  spinning. — Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — On  Wednesday  the  river 
was  still  clear,  and  in  some  parts  extremely  low,  the 
result  of  the  absence  of  rain.  A  week's  downpour 
would  do  the  Lea  and  its  tributaries  no  harm  at  the 
present  juncture.  There  are  no  good  catches  of  roach 
to  record,  nor  do  I  anticipate  any  until  the  river  has 
been  coloured  up.  Some  pike  and  perch  have,  how- 
over,  been  caught.  Among  the  pike  landed  in  the 
Bioxbourne  waters  have  been  two  of  81b.  and  71b. 
Roach  are  off  feed,  and  still  in  the  weeds.  More 
stream  is  required  for  chubbing  in  the  old  river. 
When  the  river  is  flushed  I  anticipate  good  sport  all 
round,  as  there  is  no  lack  of  fish  in  the  Lea. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  ?inaley  (Kingsland).— 

Pavers  arc  clear  and  in  fair  order.  Grayling  have 
been  lising  freely  some  days.  To-day  (Nov.  5)  rain  has 
been  falling  sinca  early  morning,  though  not  heavily, 
and  is  not  likely  to  affect  the  rivers  much.  The  glass 
is  l5W,  with  a  tendency  to  rise.    Best  flies  have  been 


Mid  Blue,  Willows,  Autumn  Hare's  Ear,  Bed  Tag, 
Green  Insect,  Orange  Tag,  and  Whirling.  Mid-water 
and  bottom  fishing  fairly  good.  Providing  the  weather 
is  moderately  fine  prospects  of  sport  in  the  coming 
week  are  encouraging. — R.  T.  Williams. 

JsTLgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
are  running  in  order  for  grayling  fishing,  being  a  nice 
level  and  clear.  The  weather  has  been  fine  and 
favourable  for  anglers,  and  a  fair  number  of  rods 
have  been  out,  and  used  Bed  Tag,  Whirling  Blue 
Green  Insect,  Silver  Dun,  Mid  Blue,  Hare's  Ear,  Red 
Palmer,  and  Willow  with  success,  and  some  nice  sized 
fish  have  been  taken  in  both  streams.  Worm,  maggot, 
and  grasshopper  fishing  are  now  good,  and  some  good 
sport  should  be  had  if  the  weather  will  only  keep  fine, 
which  is  doubtful  at  present. — Gwynnb. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry,  Hunts). — Water  a  fine 
colour  for  general  fishing,  and  very  good  returns  have 
been  had,  Messrs.  Cortland,  Wheatly  and  others 
getting  decent  jack  and  perch.  Good  stream  running, 
and  prospects  are  fair  now  as  the  weeds  are  fast 
disappearing,  making  paternostering  more  practicable. 

— A  SCAED. 

  (Huntingdon).  —  Water  exceedingly  clear, 

weeds  still  very  strong,  fish^dead  ofi  the  feed,  and  in 
my  opinion  likely  to  remain  so  until  a  heavy  rain  has 
coloured  the  water. — C.  A.  Bryant. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Lovely  weather  has  still  prevailed  hero  and 
anglers  are  busy  on  all  these  streams.  Some  very 
good  pike  have  recently  been  captured  in  the  Severn 
and  Yyrnwy.  In  the  last-named  river,  a  Lancashire 
angler  has  taken  several  pike,  the  largest  of  which 
was  over  121b.  in  weight.  In  the  Tanat  as  well  as  in 
the  Vymwy  good  sport  is  still  had  with  grayling,  and 
some  very  nice  specimens  were  taken  from  the  Tanat 
on  Monday  last.  Coarse  fish  are  also  taken  from  the 
Severn  and  Vyrnwy,  and  chub  from  the  Tanat. — 
Vyenwy. 

Sussex  Bivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — November  is  upon  us  with  its  fogs  and  chills. 
Rain  has  fallen  sparsely;  but  a  good  downpour  is 
needed,  as  rivers  are  far  too  clear  for  successful  sport. 
Leaves,  falling  leaves,  are  getting  a  nuisance.  In  fact, 
a  good  flood  would  clear  weeds,  leaves,  and  dibris 
generally.  Prom  the  Ouse  at  Lewes  Mr.  G.  Hall  has 
taken  roach  up  to  IJlb.,  also  some  very  fair  sized  dace. 
At  Barcombe  Mills  and  at  Isfield  a  few  takes  of  small 
pike  by  live  baiting  and  spinning  are  notified.  The 
Cuokmere  has  yielded  a  few  bream  and  small  pike  from 
the  upper  waters  at  Berwick.  A  brace  of  pike,  weigh- 
ing 4Jlb.  and  31b.  respectively,  have  been  captured 
from  the  Adur,  near  Henfield,  with  live  bait,  but  the 
water  has  not  been  favourable  for  fishing  in  the  lower 
reaches.  The  canal  at  Chichester  is  in  good  trim.  A 
well-known  "  pike-hunter  "  during  the  week  has  had 
six  fish  with  live  gorge — lib.  2oz.,  IJlb.,  and  up  to  61b. 
With  half  a  dozen  lines  out,  what  chance  is  there  for 
the  legitimate  sportsman.  A  pike  of  61b.  was  hawked 
about  the  city  recently  and  sold  for  a  shilling.  A  few 
small  bass,  codling,  and  flat-fish  have  been  taken  at 
Chichester  Harbour. — Gboege  P,  Saltee. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is  still 
running  clear,  and  a  nice  level  and  in  good  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  fine  with  cold  frosty 
nights,  foggy  mornings  and  fine  days,  and  has  been  in 
every  way  suitable  for  grayling  fishing.  On  Wednesday 
there  was  a  change  in  the  weather,  wind  S.E.,  and 
cold  rain  falling,  but  it  will  not  make  much  difference 
to  the  water  unless  it  comes  heavy.  The  grayling  and 
coarse  fish  have  been  well  on  the  move  and  have  been 
rising  better,  and  a  good  few  anglers  have  been  out.  The 
best  time  for  fishing  has  been  between  eleven  and  two. 
The  flies  used  are  the  Red  Tag,  Willow,  Whirling 
Blue,  Green  Insect,  Silver  Twist,  Hare's  Ear,  and  Mid 
Blue.  Bottom  fishing  with  worm  and  maggot  has 
accounted  for  some  nice  dace  and  roach.  Pike  are 
now  on  the  feed  and  are  taking  minnow,  and  some 
good  sport  has  been  had.  Grasshopper  fishing  should 
be  good.  At  the  end  of  last  week  three  anglers  were 
on  the  water  below  the  town,  and  landed  some  good 
grayling  and  dace.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday  some 
good  grayling  were  landed  with  fly.  In  the  water 
near  Downton  Castle  some  grayling  have  been  taken. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyohe  are  all  in  order. 
Sport  quiet  in  them. — ^S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury), — The  water  in  this  part  is  now 

running  a  nice  level  and  clear,  and  has  been  in  capital 
condition  for  grayling  fishing.  The  weather  has  been 
beautiful  and  fine,  with  cold  nights  and  foggy  morn- 
ings, and  the  larger  grayling  have  been  more  on  the 
move,  and  have  been  rising  well  between  ten  and  two 
in  the  day.  There  have  been  a  few  anglers  out  who 
have  used  fly  with  success,  and  with  fine  weather 
there  is  every  prospect  of  some  good  fish  being  landed- 
in  this  district. — Worcester. 

Torcross  Ley  (S.  Devon). — The  water  is  still 
very  bright  and  clear,  and  .bright  simshine  every  day. 
During  the  past  week  good  baskets  of  perch  have  been 
taken.  The  pike  fishing  has  improved,  the  two  largest 
taken  this  week  being  one  of  81b.  and  the  other  lOJlb, 
Water  in  splendid  condition,  and  prospeots  very  good. 
— W. 
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Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senuy  Bridge). — The 
salmon  season  closed  here  on  Nov.  1,  During  the  last 
fortnight  of  the  season  some  very  fair  sport  was 
obtained  by  the  different  anglers.  The  majority  of 
the  fish  caught  were  small,  from  51b.  to  101b.  Mr. 
Hill  caught  one  on  Pantyscallog  weighing  231b.  On 
the  association  water  I  think  Mr.  B.  Branfill  was  the 
most  successful.  He  did  not  have  a  blank  day  during 
the  fortnight. — Postsenny, 

Welland  (Stamford). — For  some  weeks  past  good 
pike  fishing  has  been  secured,  and  many  good  heavy 
fish  have  been  captured.  To  further  improve  matters 
there  seems  a  determination  to  put  the  waters  of  the 
district  in  a  first-rate  fishable  condition,  for  it  is 
announced  that  the  Stamford  Angling  Association  has 
decided  upon  measures  to  be  taken  to  clear  the  weeds 
from  the  rivers.  The  committee  have  also  decided  to 
put  in  the  Gwash  1500  yearling  brown' trout  from  the 
Earl  of  Denbigh's  fishery.— E.  A.  S. 

Witham,  etc.  (Uid  and  Nortli  Lincolnshire.)  — 
Fine  weather  has  favoured  visitors  on  the  Witham, 
and  the  water  has  been  in  capital  condition  for  both 
roach  and  pike  fishing.  Some  capital  baskets  of  the 
former  fish  have  been  made  about  Kirkstead  and 
Tattershall,  and  those  who  have  used  maggots  have 
certainly  brought  to  land  some  good  specimens.  Pike 
fishers  have  met  with  success  at  Bardney,  Southrey, 
Kirkstead,  and  near  Anton  Gowts.  Live-bait  fishers  have 
taken  the  lead,  but  many  have  been  killed  by  spinning. 
Visitors  have  not  been  very  numerous.  Sport  has 
improved  on  the  Cowbridge  drain,  near  Boston,  and 
similar  news  comes  from  the  Hob  Hole  drain  at  Old 
Leake.  Pike  fishing  at  Mount  Pleasant  has  also  met 
with  some  success. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  improved 
weather  during  the  past  week  has  brought  about  better 
accounts  from  the  various  fishing  districts  in  this 
locality,  the  Wye  and  higher  portions  of  the  Derwent 
having  afforded  baskets  ranging  from  three  to  five 
and  six  brace  per  rod,  the  Darleydale  Club's 
water  also  yielding  several  nice  catches  of  grayling. 
On  Saturday,  two  gentlemen  fishing  from  the 
end  of  the  Rutland  Arms  Hotel  garden,  Matlock 
Bath,  landed  a  few  nice  grayling,  and  on  Monday, 
Nov.  3,  Mr.  W.  Evans  from  this  same  water  took 
three  brace.  Also  Mr.  Newton,  fishing  near  Glenorchy 
Chapel,  Matlock  Bath,  on  Nov.  1,  obtained  seven 
brace  with  the  fly  from  a  favourite  corner  of  about 
twenty  yards  in  length.  The  Derwent  below  Crom- 
ford  is  rather  high  for  fly  fishing.  A  nice  lot  of  gray- 
ling have  been  caught  at  Whatstandwell  bottom  fish- 
ing. The  prospects  not  quite  so  favourable,  as  rain  is 
falling  gently  at  intervals.  The  rivers  are  in  order, 
and  if  the  weather  clears  the  following  flies  will  be 
useful  :  Ash  Dun,  Apple  Green,  Needle  Fly,  Cooper's 
Fancy,  Furnace  Fly,  Grey  Palmer,  and  Red  Tag.— 

DOTTEBEL. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Torks). — The  weather  is  all  but  what  a  grayling 
fisherman  could  desire,  very  wonderfully  mild  and 
genial  for  the  time  of  year.  I  never  saw  my 
herbaceous  border  so  beautiful,  or  the  dahlias  and 
other  half  hardy  plants  so  full  of  bloom  so  late 
in  the  autumn  as  now.  No  wonder,  therefore,  that 
the  grayling  take  the  fly  in  preference  to  either 
worm  or  gentle,  and  during  the  week  the  best  panniers 
have  been  caught  with  the  Miller's  Dark  Needle, 
Red  Tag,  Olive  Bloa,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Snipe  and 
Purple,  Blue  Hawk,  Smoke  Ply,  and  Bradshaw's 
Fancy.  J.  Blades,  however,  caught  thirteen  good  fish 
with  the  worm  in  the  Hawes  length  on  Tuesday,  and 
says  he  finds  no  flies  to  kill  like  the  Red  Palmer, 
Dark  Needle,  Purple  Dun,  Claret  Dun,  and  Waterhen 
Bloa  with  cfuill  body.  H.  Caley  caught  a  beautiful 
pike  weighing  121b.  on  Wednesday  afternoon  close  to 
Middleham,  with  the  "Harrogate  "  spinner.  Bottom 
fishing  in  the  Lower  Yore  has  been  followed  with 
considerable  success,  the  favourite  baits  with  the 
roachmen  being  the  little  red  worm  and  gentle.  A 
few  nice  pike  have  been  caught  with  tfce  Harrogate 
spinner.  The  Swale  and  the  Wiske  have  been  well 
patrocised;  the  pike  in  the  first-named  stream  have 
been  well  on  the  feed,  and  some  of  the  York  clubmen 
have  had  good  sport  with  them,  also  with  roach. 
Soma  very  fine  "  Red  Eyes,"  as  the  local  people  term 
roach,  have  been  caught  with  the  cockspur  worm. 
The  Bedale  Beck  has  fislied  fairly  well.  No  heavy 
baskets  are  reported  from  the  Upper  Whaife,  although 
sport  at  Burnsall,  Bolton,  Woods,  etc.,  is  reported 
as  (air,  and  a  basket  of  ten  brace  of  grayling  is  reported 
from  Woodhall.  Some  nice  baskets  of  roach,  etc., 
have  been  caught  at  Tadcaster.  The  pike  have  com- 
menced to  move  more  freely,  but  up  to  now  nothing 
above  Gib.  in  weight  has  been  caught.  Some  Leeds 
and  York  anglers  have  visited  the  Deiwent  and 
have  met  with  fair  sport  amongst  the  grayling  in 
the  upper  waters  and  the  tributary  stresuns.  Good 
baskets  of  roach,  etc.,  have  been  caught  at  Yeddingham, 
Malton,  etc.,  several  of  the  roach  weighing  over  lib., 
but  the  pike  have  been  very  lethargic  in  the  Malton, 
Kirkham,  and  Castle  Howard  lengths.  The  York 
anglers  have  caught  nice  bags  of  roach,  etc.,  on  the 
Ouse  during  the  last  few  days.  Rain  has  been  falling, 
knd  this  win  freshen  the  rivers  again  and  Improve 


sport.  The  flies  mentioned  above  will  kill  grayling 
anywhere  for  a  few  weeks  to  come. — John  E.  Millbb, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds, 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Deveron. — Close  of  the  Angling  Season. — The 
angling  season  on  the  river    Deveron  closed  on 
Oct.  31.    The  season,  taken  as  a  whole,  has  been 
above  the  average.    At  the  opening  the  melting  of 
snow  on  the  hills  was  somewhat  against  good  sport, 
but  the  flooded  state  of  the  river,  which  continued 
during  the  summer  months,  allowed  fish  a  free  run, 
and  it  is  a  number  of  years  since  the  pools,  especially 
in  the  upper  waters,  have  been  so  well  stocked  with 
fish.    Although  anglers  were  fortunate,  they  would 
have  enjoyed  much  better  sport  had  not  the  water 
been  so  heavy  until  September,  and  towards  the  close 
of  the  fishing  the  sun  was  too  strong,  with  continued 
frost  at  night,  which  made  fish  extremely  shy  and 
difiicult  to  take.    In  general  fish  have  been  of  large 
size  and  splendid  quality.     Several  anglers  were 
successful  in  killing  fish  that  turned  the  scale  at  301b. 
The  heaviest  fish  of  the  season  was  caught  by  Mr. 
Bowie  (keeper),  Ardmiddle,  on  Oct.  22,  and  weighed 
841b.    It  measured  forty-one  inches  in  length.  This 
fish,  a  female,  had  been  landed  and  marked  by  Mr, 
John  Cassel  (keeper),  Muiresk,  on  March  4.    At  that 
time  its  weight  was  191b.,  and  its  length  thirty-eight 
inches,  so  that  in  the  interval  it  had  increased  its 
weight  by  151b.    The  fish  was  killed  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  place  where  it  was  first  landed.    This  is 
the  third  fish  caught  this  year  of  those  marked  by 
Mr.  Cassel  when  kelts.    A  few  days  before  the  close  of 
the  season,  Mr.  Francis  Calder,  Princes-street,  Huntly, 
landed  a  salmon  of  331b.  near  Inch  Stronach.    On  a 
portion  of  the  Forglen  water,  near  Turrifi,  Mr.  Russell 
killed  twenty-six  salmon  in  one  month,  ranging  from 
71b.  to  301b.  in  weight.    His  best  take  in  one  day  was 
three  fish,  of  91b.,  131b.,  and  161b.  respectively.  On 
the  open  water  at  Huntly  and  the  Cabrach  a  very 
large  number  of  fish  were  killed,  no  fewer  than  forty- 
four  falling  to  the  rod  in  the  month  of  September. 
On  the  Marnoch  Lodge  section  a  number  of  salmon 
were  got — Mr.  Fraser,  the  keeper,  in  one  day  of  last 
month  had  three,  of  81b.,  131b.,  and  261b.  respectively ; 
Miss  H.  Bryant,  of  Stoke  Park,  Stoke  Poges,  Bucks, 
had  a  fish  of  181b.    Some  very  heavy  baskets  of  trout 
were  killed  in  the  early  season  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Goschen, 
London,  166  trout,  weighing  801b.  (for  one  week) ;  on 
one  day,  Mr.  Paed,  Edinburgh,  had  thirty-eight  trout, 
181b.,  and  in  two  days,  eighty-three  trout,  471b.  On 
the  Corniehaugh  water,  Mr.  Agnew  creeled  in  one 
week  145  trout,  weighing  721b. ;  Mr.  Dunkerely  and 
party  had  also  heavy  baskets  on  the  same  water ; 
Mr.  W.  Williamson  had  a  number  of  grilse  of  41b.  to 
81b.  weight.    In  July,  Lady  Bridge  commenced  a 
successful  season,  a  large  number  of  fish  having  fallen 
to  her  ladyship's  rod ;  on  the  Beldorney  section,  Mr. 
Best,  Mr.  Wood,  and  Miss  Walker  had  several  fish 
each  ;  Mr.  Hegan,  on  the  Invermarkie  section,  on  one 
day  had  three  fish  of  41b.,  4f  lb.,  and  52-lb. ;  on  the 
Edinglassie  water,  Mr.  Halkett,  Johannesburg,  had 
good  sport ;  on  the  Dunlugas  water  some  of  the  fish 
killed  by  Mr.  Henderson  scaled  181b.    On  the  Duff 
House  water  and  Fife  Arms  Hotel  water,  Banff,  a 
number  of  fish  were  killed  by  Mr.  McNair,  London ; 
Mr.   Williams,  London,   had  three  on  Oct.  21,  of 
9Ib.,   131b.,    and    181b. ;    Judge   Gye    had  one  of 
261b. ;  Mr.  R.  B.  Blundell,  London,  and  Mr.  Johnston, 
London ;  and  on  the  Ardmeallie  water,  one  of  the 
number  of  fish  killed  by  Mr.  Clay  weighed  241b. 
During  the  whole  season  very  few  dead  fish  were 
taken  from  the  river  by  the  watchers. — H.  W. 

 (Banffshire).— Capital  sport  by  anglers  was 

got  on  the  closing  week  of  the  season.  On  the  Blair- 
more  water,  on  Oct.  30,  Mr.  McPherson  had  a  fish  of 
71b. ;  Mr.  Halkett,  one,  101b. ;  Mr.  Wilson,  one,  91b. ; 
and  Mr.  Davidson,  two,  81b.  and  171b.  On  Huntly 
water,  on  Oct.  27,  Mr.  Jamieson  had  a  fish  of  121b.  ; 
Mr.  Gray,  one,  181b. ;  Mr.  Stevenson,  two,  81b.,  91b. 
On  Oct.  28,  Mr.  Jamieson  had  a  fish  of  101b.  On 
Oct.  29,  Mr.  Clark  had  a  fine  fish  of  331b.,  and  on 
Oct.  30  one  of  Gib.  On  the  closing  day  Mr.  Gauld 
had  a  fish  of  IGlb.,  and  Mr.  Wilson  one  of  71b.  On 
the  Huntly  Lodge  water,  on  Oct.  30,  Mr.  Yule  had  a 
fish  of  IGlb.  On  the  Corniehaugh  water,  on  Oct.  27, 
Lady  Bridge  had  a  fish  of  241b.  ;  on  O^t.  28,  one,  221b. ; 
and  on  Oct.  29  two,  101b.  and  181b.  On  the  Marnoch 
Lodge  water,  on  Oct.  30,  Mr.  Fraser  had  a  fish  of  211b. 
On  the  Auchintoul  water,  on  Oct.  27,  Mr.  Innes,  keeper, 
had  a  fish  of  221b.,  and  on  Oct.  28,  one,  301b.  On 
Oct.  30,  Mr.  Aiken  had  one  of  221b.,  and  another 
gentleman,  one,  261b. — H.  W. 

South  of  Scotland. — In  the  course  of  another 
week  the  last  of  the  rivers  in  the  Solway  district  will 


Gratlino  Fishing.— Anglers  retiuiring  reliable  tackle  should 
apply  to  J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  DepM,  Leeds.  He  has 
had  more  experience  of  grayling  fishing  than  anyone  in  the 
trade.  Send  Is.  Od.  for  cast  of  flics  guaranteed  to  catch  grayling. 
Sample  dozen  best  flies,  2s.  Miller's  crank  fhinked  hooks  keep 
the  worm  in  position— Is.  per  dozen  on  16in.  of  best  drawn 
gut.  Special  value.  Pike  and  roach  tackle  of  the  best  quality 
at  lowest  prices.  All  goods  of  reliable  quality  only.  See  prl:e 
Hats,  po«t  free,  before  buying. 


close  their  angling.    The  Annan  and  Nith,  with  the 
Urr  of  Galloway,  are  the  rivers  that  are  still  open  for 
rod  fishing.   On  the  night  of  the  15th,  the  Annan  and 
Nith  will  close  their  waters.    Sport  has  been  most 
disappointing  this  week,  and  it  is  difficult  to  account 
for  the  poor  quality  of  the  sport  this  back  end.  Plenty 
of  fish  are  in  the  pools  of  the  middle  and  higher 
waters,  but  they  have  not  been  rising  to  the  fly,  and 
where  bait  fishing  is  allowed  the  catches  have  been 
small.    Since  Monday  the  weather  has  been  mild 
for  this  period  of  the  year.    The  rivers  are  again  low 
and  the  water  as  clear  as  gin,  so  that  there  is  little 
chance  of  salmon  rising  except  in  the  morning  before 
the  sun  gets  on  the  pools,  and  about  dusk  there  is  a 
chance  of  an  odd  fish.    Many  experienced  anglers  on 
the  Annan  and  Nith  have  not  taken  a  single  salmon 
this  back-end,  though  they  have  fished  early  and 
late  day  after  day.    Undoubtedly  most  of  the  fish 
have  ascended   to  the  upper  reaches,  and   in  a 
few  weeks  they  will  be  busy  on  the  spawning- 
beds    laying    down   their  ova.     In    the  Hoddom 
waters  of  the  Annan  the  sport  has  been  very  dis- 
appointing this  autumn.    On  Oct.  31  fourteen  rods 
were  out  on  this  stretch  and  only  one  salmon  was 
caught,  and  the  same  angler  was  lucky  in  getting  one 
on  the  previous  day  when  a  dozen  anglers  occupied 
the  different  casts.   The  Castlemilk  portion  has  yielded 
a  fish  or  two  since  last  week's  report,  but  there  has  been 
nothing  killed  over  201b.    In  the  Mount  Annan  water 
Mr.  Pasley-Dirom  has  killed  five  salmon  this  back 
end,  and  his  keeper  has  had  four.    On  Monday  Mr. 
Dirom  had  a  nice  little  clean  run  salmon  of  9Jlb. 
out  of  the  Back  of  the  Wood  pool  with  Golden  Pheasant 
fly.    In  the  Luce  pool  of  Mount  Annan  Mr.  P. 
Thorburn,  station-master,  Kirtlebridge,  killed  one  of 
161b.  and  one  of  141b.    Both  were  caught  with  Brown 
Turkey  fly.  On  Friday  (Oct.  31),  Mr.  Thorburn  caught 
one  in  Hoddom  water,  and  he  also  had  one  in  Hoddom 
on  Thursday  (Oct.  30)  with  fly.  In  Sir  Robert  Jardine's 
portion  near  Castlemilk,  Mr.  W.  O.  Bell-Irving,  of 
Milkbank,  killed  two  last  week  of  201b.  and  171b. 
Mr.  Swanston,  the  keeper  at  Balgray,  landed  two  of 
101b.  and  23Alb.,  Mr.  G.  Scott,  Lockerbie,  one  of  231b., 
Mr.  J.  Stoddart  one  of  61b.  and  Mr.  R.  Cowan  one 
of  91b.    The  keeper  at  Dormont  (Pullar)  had  one  of 
211b.,  and  Mr.  James  Loudon,  Annan,  one  of  18lb. 
In  the  Warmanbie  stream  on  Monday  the  keeper  for 
Mr.  Rutherford,  M.P.  (Robertson),  landed  one  of  171b. 
In  the  Wamphray  water]  Mr.  Hullet,  MoSat,  hid  two 
last  week.    The  Nith. — This  river  was  in  good  ply 
last  week,  and  a  few  salmon  fell  to  the  rods  towards 
the  end  of  the  week  in  the  Mid-Nithsdale  portion 
below  Thornhill.    Mr.  Lorimer,  Penpont,  landed  one 
of  161b.    Mr.  Patterson,  Dumfries,  had  one  of  91b. 
In  Closeburn  water  Mr.  Burns  took  one  of  161b. ;  Mr. 
Dufi,  Closeburn,  one  of  6Jlb.,  and  Mr.  John  Wallace, 
Penpont,  caught  one  of  21Jlb.    Other  odd  fish  have 
been  caught,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  the  waters  are 
too  low  and  clear.    The  barometer  is  falling  to-night 
(Wednesday),  and  there  may  be  rain  to-morrow. 
Very  few  fish  are  to  be  seen  rising  in  the  lower 
waters  of  the  Nith  and  Annan  this  week.  Another 
flood  would  improve  sport  in  the  higher  waters. — 
Heatheebell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
Fairly  good  sport  has  been  experienced  this  last  week, 
the  weather  conditions  not  having  been  quite  favour- 
able. Some  fairly  heavy  salmon  have  been  caught, 
notably  one  by  Miss  Perkins  on  Carham  Hall  water 
weighing  401b. ;  but  there  is  still  a  scarcity  of  very 
big  fish.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Bell-Irving  had  a  spring 
salmon  on  Floors  water.  At  Mertoun  Mr.  Greville 
Douglas,  on  Saturday  last,  caught  two  salmon  weigh- 
ing 181b.  and  201b.  On  Monday  he  had  three— 221b., 
161b.,  and  91b. — and  on  Tuesday  three — 181b.,  IGlb.,  and 
141b.  At  Boldside,  on  Oct.  27,  Mr.  Scott,  of  Gala,  had 
a  51b.  grilse,  and  Mrs.  Davies  a  salmon  of  9 Jib.,  and 
Mr.  Scott  Makdougall  a  sea-trout  of  7^1h.  on  Oct.  28., 
On  Oct.  30  Mr.  F.  J.  Douglas  had  one  "of  l^lh.,  and  on 
Oct.  31  Captain  Corry  two  of  161b.  and  9Jlb.  On  Nov.  1 
Major  G.  D.  White  had  one,  9Jlb.  ;  Captain  Corry, 
one,  171b. ;  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Francis  Davies, 
two  of  23ilb.  and  281b.  At  Rutherfurd,  on  Oct.  22. 
Colonel  Lucas  had  a  101b.  salmon  and  a  7lb.  grilse  ; 
and  Mr.  W.  G.  Lucas  a  salmon  of  101b.  On  Oct.  23, 
Mr.  P.  C.  Hunter,  Blair,  had  a  salmon  of  151b.,  and  a 
71b.  grilse ;  Colonel  Lucas  an  181b.  salmon  ;  and  Mr. 
Morton  Lucas,  two  of  141b.  and  101b.  On  Oct.  2t, 
Mrs.  Morton  Lucas  had  a  71b.  grilse ;  Mr.  W.  G. 
Lucas  a  salmon,  191b. ;  and  Mr.  Hunter  Blair  two 
salmon  of  171b.  each,  and  two  grilse  of  91b.  and  41b. 
On  Oct.  25,  Mr.  Hunter  Blair  had  a  grilse  of  91b.  Oa 
Oct.  27,  Mrs.  Morton  Lucas  had  three  salmon,  191b., 
161b.,  and  161b.,  also  a  grilse  of  71b. ;  and  Mr.  Morton 
Lucas  a  salmon  of  161b.  On  Oct.  28,  Colonel  Lucas 
had  a  grilse  of  111b. ;  and  Mr.  Morton  Lucas  a  salmon 
and  a  grilse  weighing  201b.  and  81b.  On  Oct.  29,  Mr.  C.  J. 
Lucas  had  two  salmon  and  a  71b.  grilse.  On  Oct.  30, 
Mrs.  Morton  Lucas  had  a  231b.  salmon  and  a  71b. 
grilse  ;  Col.  A.  Q.  Lucas,  a  171b.  salmon  ;  Mr.  Morton 
Lucas,  a  7lb.  grilse ;  and  Mr.  C.  J.  Lucas,  eight 
salmon,  27lb.,  20lb.,  181b.,  181b.,  15^16  ,  14lb.,  111b., 
and  lOlb.  On  Oct.  31,  Mrs.  M.  Luoas  hil  a  salmon 
181b. ;  Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas,  three,  of  231b  ,  221b  ,  16}'b.  ; 
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Mr.  W.  G.  Lucas,  two,  281b.,  101b. ;  Miss  E.  Lucas, 
two,  211b.,  161b.  ;  Mr.  C.  J.  Lucas,  one  of  171b.  ;  and 
Col.  Lucas,  five,  of  231b.,  211b.,  211b.,  181b.,  1.51b.  On 
Nov.  1  Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas  had  two  salmon  and  two 
grilse,  151b.,  141b.,  81b.,  61b.;  Mrs.  M.  P.Lucas  a 
grilse  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  C.  J.  Lucas  one  salmon,  251b.  On 
Nov.  3  Mr.  C.  J.  Lucas  had  three  of  171b.,  16Jlb.,  161b.; 
Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas  a  grilse,  7Jlb.  On  Tuesday  Major 
Armstrong  had  an  81b.  grilse.  At  Makerstoun,  on 
Oct.  28,  Capt.  Spicer  had  one  salmon  and  two  grilse — 
161b.,  ijlb.,  and  71b.  On  same  day  Capt.  Julian 
Spicer  had  a  salmon  and  a  grilse,  171b.,  91b. ;  and  Mr. 
H.  Coombe  three  salmon  and  one  grilse,  231b.,  17Jlb., 
161b.,  and  7  Jib.  On  Oct.  28  Mr.  H.  Coombe  had  a  salmon 
and  two  grilse,  171b.,  101b.,  71b.  ;  and  Capt.  Spicer  had 
three  salmon  and  one  grilse,  181b.,  171b.,  IGlb.,  and 
51b. ;  and  Capt.  Julian  Spic  ar,  a  grilse  of  71b.  On 
Oct.  30,  Capt.  Julian  Spicer  had  two  salmon  and  a 
grilse,  171b.,  12|lb.,  and  101b. :  Capt.  Spicer,  one  of 
141b.  On  Oct.  31,  Capt.  Spicer  had  a  221b.  salmon  ; 
Capt.  Julian  Spicer,  one  of  201b. ;  and  Mr.  Harvey 
Coombe,  two  of  241b.  and  121b.,  and  two  grilse,  101b. 
and  71b.  On  Nov.  1,  Mr.  Harvey  Coombe  had  two 
salmon,  181b.,  141b.  On  Nov.  3,  he  had  one  salmon 
and  three  grilse,  171b.,  101b.,  91b.,  Sib.;  and  Capt. 
Julian  Spicer,  a  salmon  weighing  311b.  On  Floors 
Upper  Water  on  Oct.  28,  Mr.  Francis  Ley  had  a 
salmon  of  181b.  ;  on  Oct.  29  two  of  171b.  and  191b. ;  and 
Mr.  J.  B.  Bainbridge,  five  of  211b.,  131b.  91b.,  91b.,  71b. 
On  Oct.  30,  Mr.  Ley  had  a  salmon  of  191b.,  and  on 
Nov.  1,  one  of  91b.  Also  on  Nov.  1,  Mr.  J.  Bell- 
Irving  had  one  of  101b.,  and  on  Nov.  3,  five  of  291b., 
171b.,  171b.,  91b.,  and  81b.,  and  on  Nov.  4  a  spring  salmon 
of  101b.  OnNov.  4,  Mr.  Ley  had  two  of  91b.  and  81b.  On 
Floors  lower  water,  on  Oct.  29,  Mr.  McCulloch  had 
five  of  271b.,  211b.,  171b.,  71b.,  and  71b;  on  Oct.  30  two 
of  181b.  and  71b;  on  Oct.  31  four  of  241b.,  171b.,  141b., 
and  7ilb. ;  on  Nov.  1  he  had  seven  of  171b.,  161b.,  141b., 
81b.,  81b.,  81b.,  and  61b.;  and  on  Nov.  3  one  of  81b. 
On  Ednam  House  water  Mr.  Canoellor  had  a  221b. 
Ealmon  on  Oct.  22 ;  two  of  24Jlb.  and  91b.  on  Oct.  23  ; 
four  of  221b.,  19Jlb.,  191b.  and  111b.  on  Oct.  24;  and  a 
71b.  grilse  on  Oct.  25.  Mr.  Wood  had  a  salmon  of 
171b.  on  Oct.  29 ;  two  of  191b.  and  171b.  on  Oct.  30 ; 
three  of  211b.,  131b.  and  71b.  on  Oct.  31 ;  and  on  Nov.  3 
one  of  221b.  At  Sprouston,  Captain  Gerald  Trotter  on 
Oct.  22  had  four  salmon  of  251b.,  181b.,  81b.  and  71b. ; 
on  Oct.  23  four  of  201b.,  191b.,  161b.,  and  91b.  ;  on 
Oct.  24  six  of  251b.,  241b.,  221b.,  221b.,  191b.,  and  121b. ; 
on  Oct.  28  three  of  151b.,  141b.,  and  101b.  ;  on  Oct.  29 
five  of  251b.,  211b.,  181b.,  141b.,  and  7|lb.  ;  on  Oct.  30 
one  of  101b. ;  on  Oct.  31  five  of  171b.,  171b.,  121b., 
101b.,  and  81b. ;  on  Nov.  1  one  of  201b. ;  on  Nov.  3 
six  of  201b.,  121b.,  101b.,  81b.,  81b.,  81b.  OnNov.  4,  four 
of  231b.,  201b.,  141b.,  and  71b.  On  Oct.  25,  Capt. 
Edward  Trotter  had  one  of  141b.  On  27th,  Lady  Edith 
Trotter,  two,  of  161b.,  141b.  On  31st,  Gen.  Sir  Henry 
Trotter,  one  of  171b.  On  Nov.  1  he  had  four  of  221b., 
201b.,  181b.,  51b.  On  Oct.  24,  Mr.  R.  Park  had  two, 
191b.  each ;  and  on  28th,  one  of  101b.  On  Hendersyde 
water,  on  Oct.  22,  Sir  R.  Waldie  Griffith  had  four,  of 
19Jlb.,  IGJlb.,  81b.,7ilb. ;  Mr.  Guy  Bethel  a  01b.  grilse. 
On  Oct.  23,  Captain  Darby  Griffith  had  six  of  211b., 
201b.,  18Jlb.,  14lb.,  141b  ,  12Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Bethel,  two,  of 
211b.  and  16Jlb.  On  Oct.  24,  Sir  R.  W.  Griffith  had  four, 
lOJlb.,  IGJlb.,  16ilb.,  and  13Jlb. ;  and  Captain  Darby 
Griffith,  one,  261b.  On  Oct.  25,  Mr.  T.  Pringle,  one  of 
71b.  On  Oct.  28,  Mr.  P.  J.  Douglas  had  three  of  241b., 
SJlb.,  71b.  ;  and  Major  Romanes,  two,  81b  ,  71b.  On 
Oct.  29,  Major  Paton,  four,  of  211b.,  211b.,  171b.,  16Jlb., 
and  a  101b.  grilse.  Gen.  George  Paton,  one  salmon, 
of  201b. ;  and  Captain  Paton,  one  of  131b.  On  Oct.  30, 
Major  Paton,  six,  211b.,  19|lb.,  191b.,  171b.,  81b.,  61b. ; 
and  with  the  same  rod  Captain  Paton,  three,  of  191b., 
18Jlb.,  and  15Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  C.  J.  Cunningham,  jun., 
one  of  15}lb.  On  Nov.  1,  Mr.  Douglas  had  two  of 
ISJlb.  and  101b.;  Captain  Paton,  four,  221b.,  16Jlb., 
7ilb.,  71b.  On  Nov.  3,  Captain  Greer  had  two  of  17ilb. 
and  101b.  On  Nov.  4  same  gentleman  had  one  of 
19Jlb.  On  Carham  water,  on  Oct.  30,  Miss  Nancy 
Perkins  had  three  fish,  one  on  Nov.  1,  one  on  Nov.  3 
of  241b.,  and  on  Nov.  4  two  salmon. — Maxwhebl. 

Tyne  (North  and  South)  and  Neig'hbouring' 
Rivers. — Our  salmon  rod  fishing  closed  with  last 
week.  A  few  good  fish  were  got  with  the  Brown 
Turkey  Fly.  This  fly  has  done  well  throughout  the 
season.  Taking  our  rivers  through,  the  rod-fisher  has 
had  a  fair  time  of  it — in  fact,  such  a  season  has  not 
been  known  for  years,  plenty  of  fish,  good  in  size  and 
excellent  quality.  I  am  informed  that  some  good 
baskets  of  dace  have  been  got  at  Corbridge,  and  a 
friend  of  mine  had  some  good  dace  between  Ryton 
and  Wylam.  I  am  surprised  our  anglers  do  not  do 
more  winter  fishing ;  dace,  when  in  good  condition, 
give  fair  sport,  and  fishing  fine  tackle  good 
sport  can  be  had.  I  do  not  see  why  grayling  should  not 
be  introduced  in  the  Tyne.  To  me  the  Tyne  seems  all 
that  can  be  desired  for  this  noble  fish,  and  they  are 
game  to  the  end.  You  can't  skull  a  lib  grayling  out 
like  a  roach  or  dace — they  die  hard.  I  have  had  a  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Harbottle  upon  this  subject,  and 
he  is  of  the  same  opinion  as  myself— that  the  Tyne  is 
very  suitable  for  grayling.  I  sincerely  trust  our  clu  b 
irill  give  this  subject  their  careful  consideration,  an  I 


I  trust,  with  promised  assistauca  from  such  a 
prominent  gentleman  as  Mr.  Harbottle,  we  shall 
soon  form  some  scheme  to  give  it  a  trial.  A 
clever  fight  with  a  salmon  took  place  while  fishing 
for  trout  in  the  Lyne,  on  the  Braokenhill  estate.  A 
woodman,  having  only  a  trout  rod  and  tackle,  hooked 
allarge  salmon,  and  no  one  being  within  call  to  assist 
him  was  obliged  to  be  careful ;  he  managed  to  keep  the 
fish  on  in  the  pool  from  4.35  p.m.  till  6.55,  when  he 
received  assistance,  and  a  well-conditioned  cock 
salmon,  weighing  251b.,  was  landed. — Henry  A. 
MuRTON,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  87,  Grey-street, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballyuahinch  Fishery  (co.  Galway). — Notwith- 
standing an  unfavourable  season  for  rod-fishing,  the 
total  for  the  year  is  pretty  good — namely,  153  salmon, 
weight,  12511b.  ;  and  4020  sea-trout. — Jim. 

Ballynahinch  Lakes  (co.  Down).— The  season 
terminated  on  the  lakes  of  the  Belfast  Anglers  on  the 
last  day  of  October.  The  weather  was  unpropitious, 
and  very  little  was  effected  in  the  closing  month. 
The  feeders  of  the  lakes,  owing  to  the  stock  of  trout 
— rainbows  and  brown  "  natives" — will  require  sharp 
watching  in  the  winter  against  poachers. — J.  A.  B. 

Belfast  and  Bistriot. — Trout  fishing  closed  all 
over  this  district  on  Oct.  31,  and  on  the  closing  days 
several  good  captures  were  made.  Mr.  M.  Cafirey 
killed  a  41b.  brown  trout  after  it  had  been 
hung  up  on  a  stone  for  forty-five  minutes,  and  Mr. 
W.  Heaney  had  ten  brown  trout,  and  Mr.  A.  Colville 
half  a  dozen.  On  the  Marshallstown  dams  Mr.  J.  J. 
Longhead  had  five  Jib.  trout,  and  Mr.  Murray  half  a 
dozen. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (Benburb,  co.  Tyrone).  —  The 
angling  season  closed  here  on  Oct.  31.  In  the  closing 
month  salmon  fishing  was  very  poor,  owing  to  the  low 
state  of  the  water ;  but  a  small  spate  roused  it  for  the 
closing  day.  A  local  gentleman  killed  two  salmon — 
131b.  and  101b.— J.  A.  B.  - 

Iiough  Carrane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Salmon  and  sea-trout  continue  to  leave  for  the 
spawning  rivers  and  streams.  A  large  staff  of  bailifis 
have  been  appointed  to  look  after  the  waters,  and  they 
will  be  assisted  a  little  later  on  by  parties  of  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary  specially  detailed  for  this 
purpose. — T.  J.  D. 

IKoy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Both  loughs  are  now  in  good  order  for  pike 
fishing  and  wildfowling.  Jack  Moran  and  Paddy 
Connor,  boatmen,  had  three  jack,  171b.,  201b.,  251b., 
and  several  small  ones. — Pat  Heaenes. 

Shannon  and  Longh  Derg  (Eillaloe). — 
Mostly  all  of  our  English  visitors  who  fished  here 
during  October,  the  closing  month  of  the  season,  have 
had  very  good  sport.  For  instance,  Mr,  W.  McGordon, 
of  Aberdeen,  killed  to  his  own  rod  in  three  weeks 
forty-six  salmon  and  grilse,  whilst  his  men  had  four, 
making  the  handsome  total  of  fifty  fish.  Mr.  P.  C. 
Henry  and  his  son,  Mr.  Joe  Henry,  of  Ebury-street, 
S.W.,  have  also  taken  up  to  fifty  fish  during 
the  month.  The  young  gentleman  has  had 
the  pleasure  of  killing  the  heaviest  autumn  salmon 
of  the  year  on  the  family  preserves.  The  monster 
fish  weighed  45Jlb.,  and  gave  grand  sport  for  quite 
an  hour,  rushing  up  and  down  stream  and  across 
the  beat  from  shore  to  shore.  He  also  landed,  a  few 
days  previously,  two  other  big  fish  of  801b.  and  351b. 
each.  Bravo !  young  gentleman.  I  cannot  bring  to 
mind  many  other  numerous  captures  that  have  been 
made  recently.  And  now  all  hands  will  enjoy  a  well- 
earned  rest  during  the  close  season,  at  the  end  of  which 
(Feb.  1)  I  hope  we  shall  all  meet  again  at  the  riverside 
to  give  a  warm  reception  to  the  heavy  springers  fresh 
up  from  the  Atlantic. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Our  season  closed  on 
Oct.  31,  and  was  a  disappointing  one  as  far  as  the 
autumn  fishing  was  concerned.  Fish  were  abundant, 
but  owing  to  very  low  water  they  seemed  disinclined 
to  take.  Reports  from  the  fishermen  speak  of  a  large 
number  of  salmon  being  seen  on  the  spawning-beds. 
On  Doonass,  Mr.  H.  Hodges  killed  one  peal,  5Jlb.  On 
Prospect,  the  fishermen  killed  one  peal,  4Jlb,  On  New- 
garden,  the  fishermen  killed  one  peal,  41b.  On  Her- 
mitage, Major  Money  killed  one  salmon,  81b.  On  the 
Castle  fishery,  Mrs.  Ballard  killed  one  peal,  71b.  On 
the  Worldsend,  the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon,  391b., 
and  Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart,  one  peal,  71b.  On  Land- 
scape, Major  O'Grady  killed  onei  salmon,  231b.,  and 
sixteen  peal,  61b.,  61b.,  51b.,  51b.,  SJlb.,  81b.,  7Jlb.,  51b., 
4Jlb.,  91b.,  5Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  71b.,  61b,,  51b,,  81b,— J.  Enbight 
AND  Son. 


Lyra  Pisoatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  COTSWOLD  ISYS,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Field  says  :  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'Lyra  Pisoatoria'  is  a  delightful  volume."  The  Ajnateur  Angler 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
gonial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco  '  Is  as  good  as 
anything  1  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  tlie 
Author,  addressed  to  87,  King-street,  Covent-garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  it.  6d. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry).  —  Pollack  are  again 
numerous  close  in  shore,  but  no  anglers  have  been  out 
recently.  The  weather  is  now  favourable,  and  should 
any  anglers  go  out  good  sport  should  be  had  at  various 
fish  while  the  present  favourable  conditions  continue. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — The  weather  has  been  delightful  for  some 
time,  sport  fair,  and  water  smooth.  Mr.  T.  Cunning- 
ham, fishing  with  G.  Marsh  on  Oct.  27,  28,  29,  30, 
and  31,  took  seven  hundred  and  thirty-two  whiting, 
one  cod,  one  eel,  fourteen  dogfish,  and  six  dabs,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hussey,  on  Oct.  28,  had  splendid  sport  with 
whiting  and  a  few  mixtures.  The  week-end  did  not 
bring  down  quite  such  a  rush  of  anglers.  Anyhow, 
those  that  did  turn  up  and  went  out  on  Nov.  2  I  don't 
think  had  much  to  complain  of.  Myself,  out  with  \ 
Messrs.  Hills,  Masters,  and  MacDonald  took  forty-four  I 
good  codling,  filling  a  good  tub,  and  sixty-seven  whiting  ' 
— some  of  these  were  beauties — and  seven  fine  dabs, 
Mr.  Boydell  and  Messrs,  Carter  and  friend  all  had 
fine  takes,  Mr,  Frank  Herring  also  has  had  for  three 
days  splendid  sport,  while  Messrs.  Tautz,  Taylor,  and 
others  shared  in  the  swim.  To-day  (Wednesday), 
wind  south,  fresh,  looking  rather  ugly  ;  not  many  rod 
and  line  boats  out  this  evening.  Some  sprats  landed 
by  the  sprat  boats,  which  will  be  very  useful  for  bait, 
should  the  weather  prove  favourable.  Tides  suit  for 
all  day  fishing,  week-end,  and  part  of  next. — Edward 
Hanger  (Agent  B.S.A.S.),  Napier,  Beach-street. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Recent  results  have  not  proved 
encouraging  to  anglers,  fish  having  proved  very  scarce 
during  daylight  hours,  though  much  better  sport  has 
been  obtained  throughout  the  various  evenings.  On 
the  night  of  Friday  (Oct.  31)  good  takes  of  codling, 
whiting,  and  pouting  were  made  by  all  engaged, 
though  the  respective  catches  varied  greatly  in 
numbers.  Saturday  (Nov,  1)  proved  very  unpro- 
ductive until  nightfall,  when  a  material  improve- 
ment took  place.  In  the  course  of  the  evening 
"Kingfisher"  hooked  and  landed  a  handsome  51b, 
pollack,  the  heaviest  of  its  kind  taken  this  season, 
Mr.  Christopherson  had  a  shapely  OJlb.  cod  on  the 
following  morning,  and  a  few  large  whiting  also  came 
to  hand,  but  the  day's  catch  was  far  from  satisfactory, 
Monday  witnessed  very  few  rods  in  position,  and 
the  chief  bags  of  the  day  consisted  of  flat  fish,  some  of 
them  ranging  of  good  average  size,  A  pollack  of  41b. 
and  a  smaller  one  fell  to  Mr.  Beasley's  rod  in  the  early 
evening,  but  they  were  the  only  two  of  their  species 
taken,  Tuesday  was  ushered  in  by  very  inclement 
weather,  which  sadly  marred  sport,  the  day's  returns 
being  unworthy  of  record  until  darkness  set  in, 
when  the  codling  took  the  bait  readily,  and  more 
than  one  hundred  formed  the  night's  record.  The 
weather  was  still  stormy  on  Wednesday,  yet  some 
few  rods  made  fair  returns  during  daylight  hours,  a 
few  large  whiting  being  included  in  the  various  catches. 
Given  a  strong  breeze  from  W.S,W,  or  S.W.,  fish  of 
all  kinds  should  thereafter  be  largely  in  evidence. 
The  pier  competition  for  local  members  of  the  B.S.A.S., 
which  was  to  have  taken  place  on  Nov.  8,  has  been 
abandoned  on  account  of  the  non-entry  of  competitors, 
— J,  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards. — Very  little  to 
record  since  festival.  OnNov.  4,  Gammon,  from  boat, 
had  380  whiting,  several  over  lib.  Messrs.  Aylin  and 
Orchard,  on  same  day  in  about  two  hours,  200  good 
mixed  jflsh.  Absolutely  nothing  is  being  done  from 
the  piers.  On  Nov.  5,  strong  easterly  wind,  sea  very 
rough,  boats  unable  to  go  out.  Good  prospects  when 
sea  calms  down.  The  Hastings  and  St,  Leonards 
Angling  Association  held  a  competition  at  Dungeness 
to-day  (Nov.  5),  but  owing  to  the  rough  sea  nothing  was 
taken, — A. 

Plymouth. — Sport  at  the  various  piers  has  been 
fairly  good  during  the  week,  and  the  small  bass  are  ^ 
still  on  the  feed.  The  boat  fishermen  have  also  had  fl 
good  sport  -with  the  pollack  at  the  breakwater  and  ■ 
at  the  East  Winter  buoy ;  some  very  fine  fish  have  ■ 
been  creeled.  The  smelt  fishing  seems  to  be  at  an  ■ 
end ;  for  some  reason  or  other  they  are  "  oS," 
Whether  the  pollack  and  bass  have  done  this  I  cannot  ■ 
say,  but  I  think  it  probable,  A  friend  from  Powey  has  ~ 
been  having  some  i  record  sport ;  on  Oct,  23  he  had 
forty-three  fish,  weighing  4141b— "  pollack  "  they  were, 
nearly  all  caught  ofl  the  Fog  Horn  Rooks — the  largest 
was  211b.  and  the  smallest  61b.,  the  others,  varying  at 
151b,,  131b.  and  121b.,  averaged  9Jlb.  each.  This 
was  in  two  and  a-half  :hours'  fishing  with  rods.  Be- 
sides these  he  had  a  quantity  of  bream,  whiting,  chad, 
and  dorys.  The  list  of  edible  fish  for  this  month  in- 
clude anchovy,  shad,  herring,  sprat,  pilchard,  wrasse, 
tub,  piper,  red  gurnard,  sole,  flounder,  dab,  plaice, 
marysole,  brill,  halibut,  turbot,  dory,  surmullet, 
coalfish,  hake,  whiting,  cod,  haddock,  pouting,  ling, 
smelt,  skate,  rays,  and  all  shellfish.  —  William 
Hkardbr  (B.S.A.S.), 

Kamsgate, — Many  boats  have  been  out  this  week 
and  have  all  done  well,  J.  Miller  with  a  patron,  on 
Nov.  2,  had  on  the  morning  tide  five  score  of  good 
codling  (largest  5Jlb.)  and  some  nice  flat-fish  ;  in  the 
afternoon  four  score  and  a  half  of  good  whiting,  two 
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or  three  congers,  and  a  few  nice  flat  fish.  The  Iron 
Pier  has  been  fishing  well  with  codling,  whiting,  and 
congers.  The  East  and  West  Piers  have  afiorded 
good  sport  with  codling,  whiting,  congers  and  flat- 
fish. Silver  eels  are  fairly  numerous,  and  a  few  fine 
specimens  have  been  landed. — Gbey  MuLLEir. 

Walmer. — During  the  past  week  sport  has  been 
only  moderate,  fewer  anglers  out,  and  takes  as  a  rule 
less  than  during  the  previous  seven  days.  None  of 
exceptional  interest  has  to  be  recorded.  Sprats  and 
herrings  still  hold  aloof;  last  week  both  wind  and 
tides  were  unsuitable  for  them.  This,  however,  is 
changed ;  prospects  are  better,  and  with  the  water 
thicker  the  outlook  for  anglers  is  distinctly  more 
favourable.  The  weather  at  present  is  unsettled. 
To-day  (Wednesday)  the  South  Cone  is  hoisted,  light 
rain  is  falling,  with  a  probability  of  more  to  follow ; 
but  these  conditions  may — probably  will — be  altered 
before  Saturday,  when  sport  should  be  good.  Just 
now  the  sea  is  almost  too  rough  for  boat  angling — at 
any  rate,  in  comfort. — Chaeles  Hussey  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — We  have  not  had  very  good  fishing 
during  the  past  week,  for  we  have  had  some  very  gusty 
weather.  However,  there  have  been  some  good  takes 
of  pollack,  pout,  and  conger  at  the  new  breakwater, 
also  a  few  hook  and  line  mackerel  in  the  bay.  A  good 
many  bass  and  pollack  have  been  taken  in  the  harbour. 
On  Wednesday  I  had  a  very  fair  quantity  of  both.  If  we 
could  get  some  settled  weather,  no  doubt  the  fishing 
would  be  much  better.  At  present  we  are  having 
showers,  with  gusty  easterly  winds ;  sea  rough. — A,  G. 

ROWELL. 


llssociaHons 

(Sfbguei  Meetinqb), 

BamSH  Sba-Anglebs'  Society — 

On  Wednesday  this  society  devoted  the  evening, 
after  the  usual  business  had  been  transacted,  to  the 
consideration  of  the  new  development  in  sea  fishing 
which  has  received  the  name  of  a  Sea  Angling 
Festival,  with  especial  relation  to  the  one  held  at 
Hastings  on  the  first  three  days  of  November.  A 
letter  was  read  from  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ("  John  Bicker- 
dyke"),  addressed  to  the  society,  of  which  he  is  a  vice- 
president,  conveying  the  welcome  news  that  he  and 
Mr.  Hardy  Corfe,  a  member  of  the  B.S.  A.S.  committee, 
had  tied  for  the  first  prize  for  the  largest  number 
of  sizeable  fish  in  any  one  day  of  the  competition. 
Large  fish  were  entirely  wanting,  the  whiting 
running  very  small.  Only  one  cod  was  taken,  and  that 
from  the  pier.  It  was  also  recorded  that  among 
other  winners,  members  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  who  put  in 
a  full  proportion,  were  Messrs.  A.  Herbert  and 
A.  C.  Towers.    Mr.  F.  Smith,  who  had  been  fishing 


with  Mr.  Herbert  and  his  son,  related  experiences 
— took  761b.  weight  of  fish,  twenty-six  of  which 
were  sizeable  fish.  Mr.  Herbert,  jun.,  added 
remarks,  and  handed  in  a  fine  weever,  prepared  in 
formalin,  bringing  on  a  lively  discussion  as  to  its 
edible  properties,  also  those  of  the  "dog."  Mr. 
Falkner,  who  had  also  competed,  caught  eighty  or 
ninety  fish,  but  two  only  turned  the  scale  at  Jib. 
Mr.  Clay  had  also  taken  five  and  a  half  score  but  all 
babies.  The  universal  opinion  was  expressed  that 
the  carrying  out  of  the  whole  of  the  arrangements 
had  been  well  done,  and  reflected  great  credit  upon 
the  executive.  Exception  was  taken  to  dogfish  not 
having  been  barred,  as  a  boat  going  out  a  few  miles 
into  deep  water  was  enabled  to  take  a  lot  of  the 
brutes  and  make  certain  of  the  prize  for  big  fish, 
while  others  were  fishing  nearer  in  for  whiting.  And 
then  the  conversation  fell  upon  the  question  whether 
angling  for  the  very  small  fish  taken  at  Hastings  can 
really  be  called  sport.  Dr.  Forbes  gave  a  most  animated 
account  ofi  sport  he  had  with  big  fish  on  the  county 
Mayo  coast,  Connemara,  and  Tory  Island  on  the 
west  coast  of  Ireland,  lifting  the  subject  well  above 
the  small  fry  catching,  which  by  several  members 
was  taken  serious  objection  to.  But  that  even  had 
its  defenders,  who  pleaded  that  to  catch  big  fish  one 
had  to  go  far  away,  and  thus  miss  the  domesticities 
to  which  all  true  anglers  were  so  faithfully  attached. 
The  subject  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Falkner, 
Bates,  and  Husk,  all  advocating  the  pursuit  of  the 
big  game  fish  as  true  sport,  the  chairman,  Mr. 
C.  B.  F.  Mount,  winding  up  the  discussion  with 
a  strong  expression  of  opinion  that  out  of  the 
very  large  number  of  members  the  society  possessed, 
a  number  should  be  found  who  were  able  to  get 
far  afield  and  get  big  fish,  for  as  he  described 
it  you  don't  know  what  sport  is  until  you  get  hold 
of  a  big  fighting  fish,  and  his  remarks  were  received 
with  warm  approbation.  Mr.  Croft  Handley  pre- 
sented an  album,  which  several  members  undertook 
to  fill  with  "  fishy "  photographs.  Mr.  Read 
Clarke's  ancient  chart,  the  second  Borgian  Map, 
1529,  was  much  admired  and  looks  well  on  the 
walls.  The  musical  evening  for  Wednesday,  Nov. 
12,  was  announced,  and  members  again  urged  to 
enter  and  arrange  for  boats  for  the  Deal  competi- 
tions on  Nov.  15  and  16,  pier,  and  Nov.  22,  23,  and 
24,  boat.  The  usual  toast  and  vote  of  thanks  closed 
the  meeting. 

Cambeidge  Angling  Society  (Bolton)— 

The  members  and  their  friends  sat  down  to  their 
first  annual  dinner  at  the  Joiners'  Arms  Hotel, 
Bolton,  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  29.  In  the  chair  was 
their  president,  Mr.  A.  Weber,  and  vice-chair,  Mr. 
F.  Campbell.  The  secretary's  report  and  balance- 
sheet  were  approved.  Then  followed  the  prize  dis- 
tribution, as  also  the  members'  special  prizes.  Mr. 
J.  H.  Stirrup  took  the  first  for  trout,  a  gold  medal, 
and  Mr.  Dunn  the  second  for  the  heaviest  weight  in 
the  opening  August  and  the  closing  matches  of  the 
year.  After  this  a  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent  in 
harmony.  The  Bolton  Glee  Party  gave  their  services 
for  the  night.  August  match  prizes  for  twenty-seven 
members  amounted  to  £16  Os.  5d.,  exclusive  of 
a  gold  watch.  Income  for  the  year  from  all  sources, 
£33  19s.  2d. ;  expenditure  for  the  year,  £32  7s.  8Jd. ; 
balance  in  hand,  £1  lis.  5^d. — F.  Yates,  Hon.  Sec. 

City  of  London  Piboatobial  Society — 

Mr.  E.  A.  Beamont  presided  at  a  busy  meeting  on 
Tuesday  (Nov.  4).  Several  reports  of  fishing  were 
made  by  Messrs.  Gilbert,  Beamont,  R.  Williams,  and 
Canton.  Other  members  also  reported  good  fish 
from  Burnham-on-Crouch.  A  capital  addition  to 
the  library  was  made  by  Mr.  R.  Davison,  a  vote  of 
thanks  being  passed  for  the  same.  The  chairman 
announced  that  a  certain  water  (which  the  society 


had  been  negotiating  for)  would  be  acquired  for 
the  use  of  members ;  the  fishing  is  of  a  varied 
character.  On  the  invitation  of  the  chairman,'names 
were  handed  in  of  gentlemen  who  will  fish  at  Leigh 
on  Tuesday,  Nov.  11 ;  other  gentlemen  wishing  to 
join  must  write  at  once  to  Mr.  Fosbrooke,  of  27, 
Great  Tower-street,  E.G.  (who  has  kindly  under- 
taken arrangements),  so  that  boats,  etc.,  may  be 
provided.  It  was  also  announced  that  there  will  be 
a  supper  on  Nov.  18.  Members  wishing  to  attend 
should  send  in  their  names  to  the  hon.  sec,  as  the 
number  of  tickets  will  be  limited.  A  prize  of  saa- 
tackle,  value  a  guinea  (to  be  selected  by  the  winner), 
will  be  given  by  the  society  for  the  best  three  fish 
(over  Jib.)  taken  at  Leigh  on  Nov.  11 — m3mbers  and 
associates. — Hon.  Sec. 

Geebham  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  occupied  the  chair  at  the  com- 
mittee meeting  held  on  Tuesday  last,  and  Mr.  Hay- 
ward  ably  presided  at  the  general  meeting  which 
followed.  A  very  humorous  letter  was  read  from 
one  of  our  members  who  was  modest  enough  to  sign 
himself  "  J.  M.  D,"  but  there  was  little  doubt  in  the 
minds  of  those  present  as  to  the  identity  of "  J.  M.  D." 
His  racy  and  descriptive  style  was  much  appreciated, 
and  added  largely  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  evening. 
Mr.  Emery,  who,  with  a  friend,  has  had  a  "  week-end  " 
at  Lowestoft,  and  been  successful  among  the  whiting 
and  codling,  was  very  emphatic  in  the  opinion  that 
fine  tackle  only  should  be  used  in  sea,  as  in  fresh- 
water, fishing.  He  was  using  the  finest  of  roach 
lines  and  gut  and  very  small  hooks,  and  fairly  proved 
by  his  catch  that  under  certain  conditions  these  were 
the  correct  thing,  for  he  landed  codling  up  to  61b.  and 
whiting  up  to  2Jlb.,  besides  a  quantity  of  dogfish,  with- 
out the  aid  of  a  net ;  further,  he  did  not  lose  a  fish  nor 
suffer  a  break.  This,  of  course,  gave  rise  to  a  very 
pleasant  discussion,  in  which  Messrs.  J.  B.  Close, 
Gill,  Hicks,  and  others  took  part ;  but  the  balance 
of  opinion  was  that  much  stronger  tackle  would  be 
required  when  fishing,  say,  at  Deal  in  a  strong  tide. 
Mr.  Chastney  visited  Yarmouth,  but  he  opined  that 
the  whiting  had  left,  as  his  bag  was  not  very  large. 
Mr.  Gill,  with  Mr.  Connellan,  visited  Kelvedon  and 
staked  out  certain  swims ;  members  now  visiting 
this  water  will  be  sure  of  securing  a  good  pitch. 
The  upper  water  is  now  right.  It  was  suggested 
that  the  Novices'  Competition  in  fly-casting,  held 
over  from  Chesham,  should  take  place  one  Saturday 
this  month  ;  and  those  interested  are  asked  to  for- 
ward their  names  to  the  hon.  sec,  so  that  arrange- 
ments may  be  made  and  a  day  fixed  to  decide  this 
event. — F.  E.  Eldeed,  Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatoeial  Society — 

Those  members  who  attended  the  weekly  meeting 
of  Monday — Mr.  Horace  Brown  in  the  chair — had 
the  opportunity  afiorded  them  of  admiring  one  of 
the  largest,  if  indeed  not  the  heaviest,  roach  ever 
exhibited  in  the  salon.  The  fortunate ,  captor  was 
Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher,  and  the  "source' of  origin" 
was  the  society's  water  on  the  famous  Kennet  at 
Newbury.  Mr.  Fletcher,  in  giving  an  account  of 
its  capture,  said  that  on  the  particular  day  he  fished 
things  were  exceedingly  quiet,  nothing  feeding. 
He  had  only  a  very  few  bites  towards  dusk,  and  in 
response  to  one  of  the  attacks  upon  his  bunch  of 
"  gentles  "the  grand  roach  he  displayed  was  hooked, 
and  after  a  good  fight  netted.  When  weighed  at  the 
cottage  it  went  21b.  3Joz.,  and  when  put  on  the  scales 
at  the  Holborn  had  only  lost  Joz.,  going  on  Monday, 
two  days  after  capture,  21b.  3oz.  Mr.  Fletcher 
was'  warmly  congratulated  upon  his  take,  and 
the  fine  fish,  after  being  duly  examined  and  praised, 
was  despatched  to  Messrs.  F.  T.  Williams  &  Co., 
of  Great  Queen-street,  who  are  entrusted  with  the 
task  of  making  it  beautiful  for  ever.    Mr.  M.  G.  E. 


FISH  FOOD  FOR  FISH. 


ifc  is  now  well  established  on  most  of  the  Fish  Farms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  is  admittedly  the 
best  food  for  SALMON,  TROUT,  and  all  DOMESTICATED  and  RIVER  FISH. 

IT  DOES  NOT  FOUL 


THE  WATER. 


It  does   not  become  disin- 
tegrated when  fed. 


MAlSrUFACTURED     XN  THREE 

Carriage  Paid  in  England  and  Wales. 


SIZSS. 

Scotland :  Carriage  to  Carlisle. 


THE  FISH  EAT  IT  WITH 
AVIDITY,  AND  RELISH 
AND    THRIVE  WELL 
ON  IT. 


price:   15s.   x>ex*  cwt^ 

Ireland :  Carriage  Paid  to  Liverpool. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 
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de  Couroy  had  a  good  day  with  the  chub  at  Ux- 
bridge,  getting  nine  fish,  the  heaviest  brace  weigh- 
ing 51b.  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham  reported  a  holiday 
jaunt  in  Gloucestershire,  where,  fishing  the  Thames 
and  Coin,  he  had  had  fair  sport,  especially  with 
chub,  the  largest  of  the  latter  taken  with  the  fly 
going  31b.  8oz.  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  told  of  his  Scottish 
trip.  He  and  a  friend,  in  seven  days'  fishing,  had 
between  them  2231bs.  weight  of  salmon  and  sea- 
trout.  One  salmon  and  several  sea-trout  were  taken 
killed  on  a  fly  dressed  by  the  society's  vice-presi- 
dent. The  chairman  had  tried  the  dace  and  gray- 
ling at  Hungerford,  but  had  had  the  worst  of  sport. 
— Hon.  Sec. 

South  London  Anglebs'  United  Visiting  List— 
The  members  of  the  societies  on  the  above  list 
were  regaled  with  a  perfect  feast  of  harmony  on 
Tuesday  evening,  Nov.  4,  on  the  occasion  of  a  visit 
to  the  home  of  the  Oglander  Piscatorials.  Mr. 
W.  J.  Wade  occupied  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  J. 
Ossenden,  the  genial  vice-president.  The  collection 
for  the  prize  fund  realised  a  total  of  f  1  lis.  Upon 
the  roll  being  called,  it  was  found  that  fifteen  clubs 
were  represented.  Next  in  rotation  to  take  the 
visit  will  be  the  Duchess  A.S.  The  distribution  of 
prizes  won  at  Wargrave  on  Nov.  2  will  take  place 
at  the  Anchor  and  Hope  A.S.  on  Monday,  Nov.  24. 
A  fuller  account  of  this  prize  outing  will  appear  next 
week. 


Provineial  flflgUng  llotes 

vmst  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening, 
Oct.  30,  when  Mr.i  J.  Eabone  was  re-elected  as  secre- 
tary, and  Mr.  T.  iGoles  was  re-elected  as  president. 
Messrs.  Holding,  Twigg,  and  Gunbling  were  appointed 
as  vice-presidents.  The  election  of  the  committee 
will  take  place  on  the  second  Thursday  in  January 
next.  Some  nice  dace  have  been  taken  from  the 
Coleshill  district,  and  also  some  good  grayling  from 
the  Blythe.  The  Harbourne  reservoir  has  been 
well  patronised,  and  some  good  pike  have  been  taken, 
the  largest  being  about  121b.  Mr.  S.  Archer,  of  the 
Gun  Club,  has  been  amongst  the  roach  again,  and  on 
the  Severn  he  took  over  121b.  on  November  2  at 
Bardington.  The  coarse  fishing  at  this  district  is  now 
above  the  average  ;  chub  are  going  well  at  the  blood 
and  brains.  Pike  fishing  in  the  Avon  has  been  good, 
and  those  who  have  gone  in  for  perch,  roach  and  chub 
have  met  with  above  ordinary  ;  several  pike  over  151b. 
have  been  taken.  The  canal  at  Wilmcote  has  been 
fished,  and  some  pike  up  to  61b.  have  been  taken ;  the 
best  bait  on  the  water  is  the  spoon  bait, 

FROM  THE  FEN  'DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

At  last  roach  fishermen  are  getting  an  uninterrupted 
spell  of  excellent  sport.  The  weather  has  been  all 
that  could  be  desired  for  several  days  past,  and  with 
the  fish  in  a  feeding  humour  anglers  have  had  very 
little  cause  for  complaint.  The  maggot  has  proved  by 
far  and  away  the  most  alluring  bait  for  the  red  fins, 
and  those  who  have  been  at  work  on  the  middle 
reaches  of  the  Witham — notably  in  the  Kirkstead  and 
Tattershall  districts— have  made  bags  weighing  up  to 
IGlb.  Many  of  the  fish,  too,  have  been  exceptionally 
fine  specimens,  some  having  varied  in  weight  from 
lib.  to  IJlb.  apiece.  Angling  on  the  minor  drains  in 
the  Boston  district  has  not  been  quite  so  successful  as 
on  the  parent  stream,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of 
the  Forty-foot,  where  the  roach  have  fed  uncommonly 
well.  Pike  fishing  has  had  many  votaries  this  week, 
and  live  bait  has  been  responsible  for  most  of  the  best 
captures.  Those  who  have  operated  on  the  Welland 
have  had  exceptionally  good  sport.  On  Oct.  31  the 
Rev.  F.  Wright  and  two  friends  took  five  and  a  half 
brace  from  the  Market  Deeping  waters,  weighing  in 
the  aggregate  441b.,  the  largest  going  up  to  81b. ;  and 
on  Nov.  1  Mr.  Boyden  captured  three,  the  heaviest 
being  71b.  The  best  trolling  on  the  Forty-foot  has 
been  had  in  the  Swineshead  and  Hubbert's  Bridge 
districts.  The  reports  from  some  waters  also  show 
that  tench  are  feeding  well.  The  committee  of  the 
Stamford  Angling  Association  have  decided  to  put 
into  the  river  Gwash  fifteen  hundred  yearling  brown 
trout  from  the  Earl  of  Denbigh's  fishery, 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Pike  fishing  has  been  very  good  iu  the  top  stretches 
of  the  river  Hull  during  the  past  week  or  so  ;  and  on 
the  Driffield  Canal  and  other  tributaries  a  few  nice 
fish  have  been  secured.  Mr.  H.  Whitfield,  of  Hull,  has 
had  four  nice  fish,  two  of  which  scaled  about  Gib.  each, 
and  one  about  141b.  Some  good  sport  both  amongst 
roach  and  dace  has  also  been  participated  in  above 
Hempholme,  in  fact,  the  weather  has  been  so 
exceptionally  fine  for  the  time  of  year  that  sport 
has  heen  good  all  round.    Mr,  E,  T,  Wilcox,  of 


the  Central  Hull  Angling  Association,  has  shown 
some  very  good  roach  and  dace  from  above  Hemp- 
holme  up  to  Jib.  each ;  and  Mr.  J.  Simmonds,  of 
the  North  Myton  Angling  Society,  amongst  other  fish, 
had  a  dace  of  lOJoz.,  and  in  the  lower  waters  at  Hull 
Bridge,  Grovehill,  and  Wawne  some  nice  roach  are 
being  taken  with  paste.  Mr.  J.  Cheeseman,  on  Monday, 
had  a  few  very  nice  fish  from  the  latter  place  averaging 
about  I  Jib.  each ;  and  at  the  last  match  of  the 
Victoria  Angling  Association,  which  took  place  near  to 
Aike  Beckend,  Mr.  C.  Turner  took  the  first  prize 
with  71b.  5oz. ;  Mr.  W.  Downsworth  the  second  with 
41b.  loz. ;  and  Mr.  G.  Charlton  the  third  with 
31b.  5^oz.  The  members  weighing  in  altogether  about 
241b.  of  nice  fish,  although  the  day  in  question  was 
rather  stormy.  Messrs.  H.  Culkin  and  T.  Grayson 
having  tied  in  points  for  the  Hull  Corporation  Club's 
gold  medal,  they  "  fished  off  "  for  it  last  week  end  at 
Arram,  Mr.  Culkin  winning  it  after  an  exciting  two 
and  a  half  hours'  fishing  with  21b.  lljoz.  to  Mr. 
Grayson's  21b.  BJoz. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

A  report  from  the  Bollin  describes  that  river  as 
being  in  splendid  order  for  angling.  Some  nice  roach 
up  to  lib.  and  a  few  jack  are  also  mentioned.  The 
West  Salford  Association,  after  some  little  delay,  have 
handed  over  their  challenge  shield  to  the  Pendleton 
anglers,  who  won  it  in  August  last  at  Boothstown. 
The  Failsworth  anglers  appear  to  have  had  a 
most  successful  season,  and  to-day  are  having 
their  annual  dinner.  During  the  past  year 
upwards  of  901b.  of  fish  were  weighed  in  for 
prizes.  Mr.  Fletcher  reports  good  sport  amongst 
the  perch  from  the  Vernum,  four  weighing  over  lib. 
each.  The  Clayton  Ramblers  have  just  elected  a  new 
executive.  Mr.  Knox  is  chairman  and  Mr.  Pownall 
secretary.  A  very  strong  club  is  being  formed  in 
Salford ;  the  membership  is  now  upwards  of  forty. 
All  our  county  rivers  have  fished  well  during  the  last 
few  weeks  of  the  season  for  migratory  trout — the 
Ribble  and  Wyre  especially  so,  whilst  the  Lune 
appears  to  have  done  much  better  than  was  at  one 
time  expected.  At  Liverpool  things  are  busy,  but  at 
Warrington  rather  quiet. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

On  Nov.  14  the  committee  of  management  of  the 
Worsley  Canal  fishery  will  meet  in  this  city  to  deal 
with  an  important  agenda.  The  musical  afternoon 
promoted  by  the  "  Thirty "  Club  was  a  most  pro- 
nounced success.  This  club  is  still  liberally  stocking 
the  waters  under  its  control.  The  Rowarth  A.S.  is  to 
be  extended  in  membership  owing  to  the  acquisition  of 
additional  waters  at  Handforth.  It  seems  some  unin- 
vited guests  have  lately  fished  their  waters,  and  the  next 
found  doing  so  will  face  the  music  of  a  little  law. 
Only  a  few  vacancies  remain  open  in  this  society.  The 
Star  Angling  Society  will  be  at  Northwich  to-morrow, 
fishing  a  match.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  had  to^admit 
defeat  at  the  hands  of  the  Salford  Socials  in  a  recent 
inter-club  match.  They  are  devoting  their  attention 
to  stocking.  The  official  report  says  "  stocking  opera- 
tions are  going  on  swimmingly."  The  Old  Loom 
Angling  Society  have  just  re-elected  their  officers.  Mr. 
Walker  is  president  and  Mr.  Pope  secretary. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Weather  conditions  have,  of  late,  favoured  the 
doings  of  our  anglers,  many  of  whom  have  gone  in 
for  pike  fishing  with  the  live-bait.  The  backwaters, 
as  regards  the  use  of  the  live  bait,  seem,  as  far  as  I  learn, 
to  have  yielded  well.  Fish  up  to  61b.  each  have  been 
met  with  at  Kelham,  Staythorpe,  Hoveringham,  Hazle- 
ford,  and  Stoke  Bardolph.  At  Shardlow,  Mr.  Wallis, 
amongst  others,  is  said  to  have  creeled,  with  the 
maggot,  several  handsome  lots  of  roach.  The  magni- 
ficent basket  (61b.  3oz.)  taken  with  wheat  by  Mr. 
Edgar  Birks  on  the  Sawley  section  of  the  river, 
has  been  set  up  by  Mr.  Arthur  Rodgers,  taxi- 
dermist of  this  city,  and  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  inspecting  it.  It  was  caught  with  creed  wheat  on 
a  No.  10  hook ;  and  in  an  adjoining  case  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  a  specimen  chub  taken  by  Mr.  A. 
Leatherhead.  This  weighed  4^1b.  As  a  rule,  a  fisher 
who  on  the  Trent  kills  a 'chub  over  31b.  during  the 
late  autumn  season  may  consider  himself  a  very  good 
expert.  Personally,  with  thirty-five  years'  experience, 
I  have  never,  with  two  exceptions,  creeled  a  chub  of 
over  31b. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  week  of  splendid  weather,  unusually 
bright  and  mild  for  the  time  of  year,  which  induced 
many  anglers  to  seek  the  water  side.  The  rivers 
are  all  in  capital  condition,  and  good  sport  has  been 
had  among  the  coarse  fish ;  the  grayling  have 
not  gone  well,  but  catches  of  two  and  three  and 
a  half  brace  have  been  taken  with  the  maggot.  Mr. 
Harris  had  a  basket  of  91b.  of  roach  with  the  paste  ; 
Mr.  J.  Jones  twenty-eight  good  dace  with  the  maggot. 
In  the  Teme,  Mr.  R.  Smith  fifteen  dace  and  three 
grayling  with  same  bait ;  E.  Tyler  and  Mr.  Thomas, 
heavy  baskets  of  chub.   The  above  are  the  best  takes 


of  the  week.  About  a  dozen  pike  have  been  caught  in 
the  Severn,  all  small,  a  few  in  the  Avon  of  better  size, 
and  about  a  score  were  taken  in  private  water,  the 
largest  about  71b.,  and  all  in  very  poor  oUndition, 
indicating  want  of  food. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Fairly  good  sport  has  fallen  to  local  anglers  for 
grayling  in  North  and  East  Yorkshire,  fine,  mild 
weather  having  been  experienced,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  which  the  fish  have  frequented  the 
shallows  in  the  streams.  Rodmen  will  have  to  seek 
them  out  in  the  deep  pools  when  frosty  weather 
sets  in.  Bottom  fishers  have  been  doing  well  with 
dace,  chub,  and  roach.  Ouse  rodmen  recently 
made  further  good  catches  of  roach  and  dace. 
The  finest  fish  were  caught  in  lengths  above  the  city, 
at  Clifton  Ings  and  Rawoliffe,  where  Mr.  T.  Willson,  of 
Rowntree's  A. A.,  took  a  roach  of  lib.  8Joz  ,  whilst 
other  fish  of  a  pound  and  more  in  weight  fell  to  Messrs. 
Brown,  Jaokson,  Jennings,  Soulby,  Wright,  Matson, 
ond  others.  The  lower  reaches  of  the  Ouse  have  as  usual 
yielded  most  fish,  a  quantity  of  which  has  been  carried 
off  by  West  Riding  rodmen.  It  is  noted  as  singular 
that  whilst  good  catches  of  roach  have  been  made 
there  mostly  with  the  worm,  on  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  river  the  fish  refused  all  bait  save  paste  or  maggots. 
Amalgamation  anglers  have  not  done  amiss  either  in 
their  waters.  One  of  the  most  noticeable  catches  was 
a  roach  of  lib.  3oz,,  caught  by  Mr.  W.  Henderson. 
Local  Waltons  have  had  varied  sport  on  the  Derwent. 
Good  pike  and  other  fish  were  secured.  One  fisherman 
took  a  brace  of  chub  which  weighed  71b.  7oz. ;  the 
combined  catches  of  two  rodmen  turned  the  scale  at 
just  over  371b.,  two  of  the  fish  out  of  a  basket  of  nine 
weighing  131b.  and  121b.  each  respectively.  From 
Huttons  Ambo,  for  miles  downwards  on  the  Derwent, 
angling  is  practically  stopped  by  the  quantity  of 
obnoxious  matter  with  which  the  river  is  charged. 
Steady  rains  set  in  on  Wednesday,  and  the  general 
prospects  for  fishing  were  in  consequence  improved. 


NOTESi  FROM  IRELAND. 

Salmon  are  pushing  up  to  the  spawning  grounds  in 
all  the  earlier  waters,  and  from  the  principal  rivers  in 
Kerry  and  elsewhere  in  the  south  of  Ireland  the 
accounts  are  satisfactory.  Sea  angling  has  not  been 
much  practised  recently,  though  the  weather  has  been 
favourable  enough  for  the  season.  At  a  few  places  in 
Cork  and  Kerry  anglers  went  out  and  had  fair  takes 
of  whiting,  gurnard,  pollack,  etc.  Mackerel  are  still 
about  in  the  districts  of  Waterville,  Valentia,  and 
Darrynane  in  Kerry,  and  at  many  of  the  West  Cork 
stations. 


THE  WYRESDALE  ANGLING  CLUB. 


Captain  Obmbod,  of  Wyresdale  Park,  having  for 
some  years  been  impressed  with  the  extraordinary 
number  of  anglers  who  are  constantly  applying  for 
permission  to  fish  the  waters  situated  on  Wyresdale, 
has  resolved  to  meet  the  undoubted  and  increasing 
demand  by  the  formation  of  a  first-class  angling  club. 
He  has  at  his  command  a  large  area  of  water  eminently 
suited  for  the  purpose,  and  from  the  fact  of  his  being 
the  proprietor  of  the  well-known  Wyresdale  Fishery  is 
in  a  position  to  enable  him  to  cater  to  the  tastes  of 
the  most  fastidious  angler.  The  waters  are  all  at 
present  more  or  less  fairly  stocked  for  ordinary  sport, 
but  for  a  club  to  consist  of  a  maximum  of  125  members 
it  is  proposed  to  restock  on  a  larger  scale,  so  as  to 
guarantee  sport  which  will  attract  even  a  novice  at 
the  art.  The  appeal  for  members  has  not  been 
advertised,  but  only  talked  about  in  an  informal  way 
amongst  a  few,  and  already  a  goodly  number  have 
signified  their  intention  of  becoming  members.  The 
fishing  is  to  include  the  river  Wyre,  in  so  far  as  it 
belongs  to  Captain  Ormrod,  Scorton  Cut,  the  large 
lake  at  Wyresdale  Park,  and  other  desirable  waters  in 
the  immediate  locality,  altogether  an  area  of  some- 
thing like — river;  Scorton  Cut,  5-518  acres;  Wyres- 
dale Lake,  20  acres  ;  other  waters,  4  or  5  acres.  The 
whole  of  these  waters  will  be  open  to  the  club  at  the 
proper  seasons,  but  with  regard  to  the  lake  at  Wyres- 
dale there  must  of  necessity  be  a  limit,  and  it  is  pro- 
posed to  allow  six  rods  a  day  during  the  regular 
fishing  seasons,  and  a  limit  of  six  brace  of  trout  to 
each  rod.  When  the  club  is  properly  constituted,  a 
set  of  rules  can  be  arranged ;  but  it  may  meantime  be 
stated  that  in  future  years  an  entrance  fee,  in  addition 
to  the  annual  subscription,  is  contemplated.  It  is  also 
suggested  that  vacancies  should  be  filled  by  ballot  of 
the  then  members  of  the  club.  The  annual  subscription 
is  fixed  at  five  guineas.  Members  wishing  to  withdraw 
after  the  first  year  must  give  intimation  in  writing  to 
the  secretary  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  of 
the  year,  so  as  to  give  ample  time  for  filling  up 
vacancies.  It  may  as  well  be  mentioned  now  that 
Captain  Ormrod  will,  of  course,  reserve  the  right  of 
fishing  to  himself  and  any  guests  staying  at  Wyresdale 
Park. 
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^offings  bp  l^e  ^ap. 

A  VERY  great  Norman,  named  "  Billy  the  Norman," 
Cried,  "  Hang  it  I  I  never  liked  my  land  ; 

It  would  be  much  more  handy 

To  leave  this  Normandy 
And  live  on  a  beautiful  island." 

And  so  he  came,  met  Harold  at  Hastings,  and  for 
the  rest — see  the  Bayeux  tapestry  and  the  old 
chronicles. 

***** 

I  wish  I  had  the  pen  of  the  old  chronicler,  and  that 
the  Fishing  Qazette  could  this  week  be  printed  in 
colours,  d  la  tapestry,  then  I  could  hope  to  give  some 
faint  idea  of  the  invasion  of  Hastings  last  Saturday, 
Sunday,  and  Monday.  I  was  one  of  the  invaders, 
but  I  did  not  conquer — that  is,  not  much,  I  was 
certainly  conquered  by  the  splendid  hospitality,  the 
splendid  camaraderie  and  good  management  of  those 
who  had  in  hand  the  great  Sea  Angling  Festival. 
Hastings,  I  am  told,  is  a  Cinque  Port.  Yes ;  and  sink 
sherry,  sink  everything,  and  let  good  fellowship  and 
good  sport  reign  supreme. 

***** 

In  another  column  will  be  found  an  official  account 
of  the  festival,  and  the  results  of  the  competitions. 
Mercutio  said  his  wound  was  not  as  deep  as  a  well 
nor  as  wide  as  a  church  door,  but  it  was  "  enough  I  " 
The  fish  caught  at  this  festival  wore  not  all  as  big  as 
whales,  nor  as  heavy  as  Mont  Blanc,  but  there  were 
"  enough"  to  give  good  sport  and  capture  good  prizes. 
*  *  *  ■  *  * 

The  number  and  weight  of  the  fish  I  personally 
took  I  am  too  modest  to  mention.  I  left  a  few  for 
the  hundreds  of  anglers  who  competed.  I  did  not 
compete,  and  what  success  I  had  was  largely  due  to 
my  boatman,  Fred  Breed,  of  20,  West-street,  Hastings, 
in  whose  boat — the  Water  Lily — I  rocked  on  the 
bosom  of  the  deep.  All  the  boatmen  were  spoken  of 
in  highly  eulogistic  terms.  They  worked  for  their 
clients  right  heartily  with  a  will,  and  with  good 
judgment. 

***** 

If  I  had  room  to  give  all  the  honour  where  honour 
is  due,  I  should  fill  this  column  with  names.  Messrs. 
A.  A.  Bartram  and  H.  Dowsett  did  splendid  work  as 
joint  hon.  sees.  There  had  to  be  many  stewards,  both 
at  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  piers,  and  courteous 
gentlemen  willingly  undertook  arduous  duties,  and 
performed  them  to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  The  "  Eed 
Cross  "  boat  was  fortunately  not  required,  and  a  steam 
yacht  was  not  provided ;  but  a  smart  cutter,  manned 
by  smart  Hastings  boatmen,  took  Inspector  Picknell 
hither  and  thither  in  a  manner  which  was  perfectly 
ubiquitous.  Mr.  Picknell  had  his  weather  eye  wide 
open  for  any  irregularity,  and  had  there  been  any 
accident  or  illness,  he  could  have  rendered  first  aid, 
for  ho  is  qualified  in  that  useful  work. 

***** 

The  smoking  concert  was  a  splendid  success— as 
indeed  was  every  item  of  the  great  festival — and  no 
small  share  of  the  success  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
Hastings  anglers  have  such  fine  headquarters  at  the 
Castle  Hotel,  where  host  Boyce  makes  everybody 
comfortable.  I  speak  from  personal  experience,  and  I 
heard  everybody  say  the  same. 

***** 

Place  anx  dames !  Amongst  the  numerous  com- 
petitors were  many  ladies.  My  natural  gallantry 
impels  me  to  mention  all,  but  I  cannot.  I  must, 
however,  doi^  my  cap  to  Mrs.  Hardy  Corfe,  who  was 
in  her  husband's  boat  for  the  three  days,  and  took 
many  fish.  To  this  lady  an  extra  prize — a  silver  salad 
Ijowl — was  given,  and  I  joined  heartily  in  the  cheers 
which  accompanied  this  popular  award. 

***** 

I  have  already  said  my  catch  was  not  in  the  compe- 
tition— that  is  the  only  reason  I  did  not  come  away 
with  all  the  prizes,  for  I  had  the  use  of  my  friend 
Clay's  tackle— and  had  I  only  had  some  of  F.  Gosden's 
preserved  mussels  I  don't  think  I  should  have  left  a 
solitary  fish  for  any  competitor, 

Mr.  W,  H.  Baeber,  secretary  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society,  writes : — "  I  attended  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  Ilford  Piscatorials  on  Tuesday 
evening  for  the  purpose  of  opening  their  box,  and  had 
the  privilege  of  listening  to  Mr.  Jardine's  paper  on 
Ijiko  fishing.  The  company  attracted  by  the  paper 
aubscribed  Liberally  to  the  box,  and  the  amount  found 
therein  was  largely  augmented  by  Mr.  Wellings,  the 
secretary,  making  a  total  of  £i  lis.,  besides  which 
many  members  promised  to  join  the  A.B.S.  A  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  lecturer." 


Mh.  Howell,  of  the  Acton  Piscatorial  Society,  says 
that,  owing  to  bright  water,  etc.,  the  punt  competi- 
tion at  Windsor  was  not  very  successful.  He  also  says 
that  Mr.  N.  Chink,  fishing  with  Pride  Wheeler  near 
Glover's  Island,  Kichmond,  captured  a  roach  weighing 
21b.  Coz.  This  is  a  splendid  fish,  especially  for  the 
tideway. 


At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Ipswich  Piscatorial 
Ramblers,  Mr.  J.  Burkitt  read  a  most  amusing  and 
interesting  paper,  for  which  he  received  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks,  and,  as  the  hon.  sec,  informs  me,  "the 
Copper  Kettle."  Mr,  Burkitt's  effort  well  deserved 
this  recognition,  for  the  extracts  he  gave  from  his 
angler's  diary  were  informing  and  touched  with  what 
in  Shakesperian  days  would  have  been  called  "  a  pretty 
wit." 

*  *  *  *  • 

Most  amusing  was  Mr,  Burkitt's  risumi  of  a  former 
meeting  of  the  club,  in  which  he  humorously  exagge- 
rated all  the  stories  he  had  listened  to.  Loud  laughter 
was  evoked  by  the  story  of  the  physician's  pet  pike 
which  EuSered  from  insomnia,  and  would  rest  its  head 
on  itsi  master's  shoulder  after  a  nightly  dose  of 
morphia. 

***** 

"  The  gas  burned  blue,"  I  am  assured,  as  Mr. 
Burkitt  made  his  statements,  and  no  wonder  I  for 
such  stories  as  the  capture  of  the  pike  at  Wantham 
are  not  told  every  club  night.  The  account  of  the 
whiting  haul  off  Harwich  would  have  astonished 
members  of  the  B.S.A.S.  It  can  safely  be  said  that 
Mr.  Burkitt's  methods  are  as  novel  as  they  are 
effective.  It  is  certain  that  the  ways  of  the  modern 
sea  angler  differ  as  much  from  the  methods  of  Mr.  B. 
as  Mr.  B.'s  method  differs  from  the  practice  of  the 
M.S. A.  When  Mr.  J.  Burkitt  next  reads  from  his 
diary,  may  I  be  there  to  hear !  I  shall  take  care  to 
myself  for  the  occasion. 


The  LciiSTER  Hatciibby. 

Nature  grim,  in  remorseless  mood. 
Undoes  the  work  that  she  has  done, 

And  out  of  every  lobster  brood 
Slays  ninety-nine  and  keeps  but  one. 

Art  stretches  o'er  the  horrid  scene 
Her  skilful  and  remedial  sway — 

And  when  I  speak  of  "Art"  I  mean 
The  Fish  Commission,  U.  S.  A. 

It  takes  the  tender  lobsterlet. 

And  gives  him  food  and  kind  advice. 

Changes  his  boots  if  they  are  wet, 
Brushes  his  hair  and  makes  him  nice. 

And  lo,  this  baby  of  the  sea 

In  gratitude  begins  to  thrive  ; 
Where  one  per  cent,  it  used  to  be, 

Fifty,  all  fat,  remain  alive. 

O  noble  work,  heroic,  grand, 

That  saves  in  scientific  ways 
Those  little  lisping  lobsters,  and 

Keeps  them  for  me  and  mayonnaise. 

— Daily  Chronicle. 


CoNORATULATioKS  to  the  Uptou  Park  Anglers  on  the 
success  of  their  first  supper,  which  took  place  on 
Nov.  5,  with  appropriate  sparkle  and  flash  of  wit  and 
humour.  The  handsome  room  of  the  White  Hart  was 
charmingly  decorated,  and  host  A.  Gane  showed  pride 
in  the  society  of  which  he  is  president.  Mr.  E. 
Meadowcroft  was  an  ideal  chairman,  and  Mr.  W, 
Davies  was  able  to  give  a  most  encouraging  report 
in  responding  to  the  toast  of  the  club,  'The  concert 
was  much  enjoyed,  and  the  (response  to  a  request  for 
prizes  was  liberal  enough  to  evoke  loud  cheers,  Mr. 
C.  H.  Elliott,  the  hon.  sec,  has  worked  hard  to  secure 
such  success. 


Fob  many  years  that  portion  of  South  London 
immediately  contiguous  to  Blackfriars  Bridge  has 
been  an  active  centre  of  angling  clubs,  and  now  I  hear 
from  Mr,  Geo.  Ford  that  a  club  of  "  Briny  Anglers  " 
"is  an  accomplished  fact,"  their  headquarters  being 
the  Duke  of  Wurtemburg,  Hatfield-street.  The  club 
will  not  be  a  coterie  of  fishermen  "  half  seas  over,"  as 
some  misguided  persons  might  imagine  from  the  name, 
but  an  association  of  gentlemen  who — at  a  respectful 
distance — with  laudable  ambition  and  a  humble  sub- 
scription, hope  to  follow  the  example  of  other  sea 
anglers.  Well,  I  recall  the  remark  of  an  old  lady 
from  Camberwell  who  saw  the  sea  for  the  first  time : 
"Lawks  a  mussy  1  This  is  the  only  good  thing  I 
have  ever  seen  in  my  life  where  there's  enough  for 
everybody," 


An  amusing  story  is  told  of  a  man  condemned  to 
death  recently  in  France  who  was  asked,  according 
to  custom,  what  he  would  prefer  for  his  last  meal. 
He  chose  mussels,  which,  though  his  favourite  dish, 
always,  he  said,  caused  him  a  terrilile  indigestion. 
"This  time,  however,"  he  added  grimly,  "they  will 
not  have  the  chance." 


The  London  Bull  Dog  Society  will  hold  the  farewell 
gathering  of  bull  dogs  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  next 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday,  the  occasion 
being  the  eleventh  annual  show  of  the  society.  Toy 
dogs  will  also  be  on  view  in  large  numbers. 


The  oldest  trout  known  is  a  native  of  Lake  Erie, 
born  in  1876,  and  is  now  at  the  State  fish  hatchery  at 
Corry,  Pa.  Although  blind  and  deaf,  it  is  still  heartily 
eating  three  meals  a  day. 


The  largest  anchor  ever  made  was  turned  out 
recently  at  Chester,  Pa.  It  is  stockless,  and  weighs 
lG,8001b,  It  is  made  of  steel,  for  use  between  Seattle 
and  Japan  and  China  ports. 


A  LonBTER  man  living  at  Hull,  Massachusetts, 
Andrew  Pope,  occupied  a  shanty  adjoining  a  fine  resi- 
dence. The  owner  of  both  has  tried  every  means  to 
get  Pope  to  move,  but  he  has  refused.  He  was 
served  recently  with  an  eviction  writ.  Shortly  after, 
twenty-five  residents  took  up  the  shanty  and  carried  it 
across  the  street  on  ground  owned  by  a  policeman.  The 
result  is  being  awaited  with  interest.  No  doubt 
there  will  be  a  suit  for  damages. 


The  Shell. 

Silence — a  deeper  sea — 
Now  sunders  thee, 
Save  from  the  primal  tone— 
Thy  mother's  moan. 

Within  her  waves  hadst  thou 
No  voice  as  now ; 
A  life  of  exile  long 
Hath  taught  thee  song. 

—  Scribner's. 


Here  is  a  new  story  of  Cecil  Rhodes,  which  I  have 
just  culled  from  Scribner's.  The  story  illustrates  the 
speed  of  the  shark.  Rhodes  was  poor,  but  he  brought 
to  a  speculator  news  of  the  Franco-Prussian  War  in  a 
London  newspaper  of  a  date  five  days  later  than  the 
speculator's  mail.  The  two  got  a  corner  on  soma 
commodity  and  made  large  money.  Rhodes  had  got 
his  paper  from  the  belly  of  a  shore-cast  shark  that 
had  beaten  the  mail  steamer  by  five  days. 


The  Mutual  Friend  (to  athletic  woman) :  Now, 
Mrs.  Stebbins,  what  was  the  largest  fish  you  ever 
caught  ?  Mrs.  Stebbins :  It  weighed  1401b.,  but  I 
don't  remember  its  name.  Mr.  Stebbins  (feelingly) : 
I  do ;  it  was  John  Stebbins. 


"  You  know  how  rapidly  a  bass  grows  ? "  said 
Willie.  I  did  not  know.  "  You  know  how  a  bass 
will  rise  in  the  same  hole  year  after  year  ?  "  That  I 
did  know.  "  Well,  I  caught  a  yearling  once,  and  I 
bet  a  man  that  he  would  grow  six  inches  in  a  year. 
To  test  it,  I  tied  a  little  tin  whistle  to  his  tail.  A 
year  later  we  went  and  fished  for  him.  The  second 
day  I  caught  him."  Willie  knocked  the  top  ashea 
from  his  pipe  and  puffed  silently.  "  Well?  "  I  said. 
Willie  edged  away  out  of  reach,  speaking  softly. 
"  That  tin  whistle  had  grown  to  a  foghorn." 


A  RASCAL,  coming  late  into  an  inn, 
Ask'd  the  maid  what  meat  there  was  within. 
Cow-heels,  she  answer'd,  and  a  breast  of  mutton. 
But,  quoth  the  rascal,  since  I  am  no  glutton. 
Either  of  both  shall  serve :  to-night  the  breast, 
The  heels  i'  th'  morning;  then  light  meat  is  best. 
At  night  he  took  the  breast,  and  did  not  pay — 
I'  th'  morning  took  his  heels,  and  ran  away. 


A  GENTLEMAN  having  gone  a  few  days  since  to  a  public 
building  in  Chester  to  see  the  embellishments  which 
they  are  making  there,  the  master  painter  took  an 
opportunity  of  whispering  to  his  man  to  "  kick  "  the 
stranger  as  he  went  out.  The  painter  accordingly 
followed  the  gentleman  downstairs,  but  instead  of 
asking  for  something  to  drink  (which  the  cant  word 
"kick  "  implies)  he  literally  took  his  master's  advice, 
and  directing  his  foot  most  vehemently  against  the 
unsuspecting  visitant  thrust  him  into  the  street  head 
foremost  I 


"  A  CBLEBBATED  Parisian  epicure,  whose  expensive 
tastes  are  the  emulation  and  envy  of  his  wealthy 
friends,  occasionally  dines  off  ortolans,  chamois 
hearts,  roast  nightingales,  and  grilled  goldfish.  This 
unique  menu,  with  its  appropriate  accessories,  and 
followed  by  a  dessert  of  the  rarest  fruits,  costs  him 
from  £40  to  £50  a  meal.  For  quail,  when  out  of 
season,  the  gourmet  may  have  to  pay  from  4s.  to  5s. 
each,  and  even  at  this  figure  the  dish  is  not  always  all 
that  could  be  desired.  A  really  reliable  capon,  when 
it  is  truffled,  will  during  the  winter  months  cost  the 
consumer  of  the  dainty  at  least  a  couple  of  guineas. 
A  sovereign  a  pound  for  truffles  is  quite  an  ordinary 
price,  and  even  they  are  often  pickled."  [Well, 
well  I  every  man  to  his  taste.  If  this  Parisian  gentle- 
man had  a  good  day's  fishing  he  would  be  quite 
content  to  share  a  crust  of  bread  and  cheese  and  large 
Bass  with  Dragnet.] 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

!  G.  C.  A. — Perch  have  been  introduced  into  some  of 
[  the  New  Zealand  rivers,  but  you  will  find  excellent 
j  trout  fishing,  and  bait  fishing  is  very  generally  allowed. 
I     The  trout  fishing  is  free  in  many  waters ;  all  that  ia 

necessary  is  to  get  a  licence,  which  costs  only  a  few 

EhUlings  for  the  season. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebftot. 

{We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 


PARR. 

Deab  Sib, — I  am  quite  sorry  to  have  lost  recollec- 
tion of  Mr.  Harvie-Brown,  for  I  am  sure  we  had  a 
pleasant  meeting  wherever  it  was  that  we  foregathered 
in  Sutherlandshire,  and  sorry  that  he  does  not  "  under- 
stand my  views  "  on  the  above  subject — my  fault,  no 
doubt.  You,  sir,  have  been  more  fortunate,  and  state 
them  most  accurately.  They  are  simply  that  a  dis- 
tinct class  of  Sahiumida  exists,  neither  Salmo  fario 
nor  Salmo  salar,  but  as  classed  by  Yarrell — no  mean 
authority — Salmo  samulus.  They  greatly  resemble  the 
parr  of  the  salmon,  but  they  are  not  the  salmon  parr. 
They  are  found  in  millions  where  no  salmon  ever 
went  or  could  go.  They  never  lose  their  bars  ;  they 
never  attain  a  size  of  more  than  two  or  three  ounces  ; 
they  are  a  strong,  lively  adult  fish,  and  breed  at  the  same 
time  of  year  as  Salmo  fario ;  they  abound  in  some  lakes, 
small  mountain  tarns  in  general,  are  unafiected  by  the 
migratory  instinct,  and  have  as  much  right  to  claim 
a  place  in  the  noble  family  of  Salmcmida;  as  any  other 
of  the  tribe,  more  so,  perhaps,  than  one  or  two  I  could 
name  that  are  included  in  it.  As  to  "  hybrids,"  as 
you  credit  me  with  ignoring  their  existence,  I  am  con- 
vinced that  no  such  thing  exists  in  nature.  Were  it 
otherwise  our  streams  and  lakes  would  be  peopled 
with  multitudes  of  a  heterogeneous  race  of  indescrib- 
able fishes  in  lieu  of  the  well-defined  varieties  supplied 
by  nature. — Yours  truly,  Geobgk  Roopeb. 

A  GRAND  ROACH. 
Deab  Sib, — It  may  interest  you  to  know  that  on 
Oct.  10  a  roach  of  extraordinary  weight  was  caught 
here  by  a  man  named  Moody,  who  is  a  foreman  em- 
ployed at  the  lace  works  at  Rose  Mills.  The  fish, 
which  took  a  worm  and  was  caught  in  the  mill  pond, 
weighed  3|lb.  Unfortunately  its  captor  had  no  idea 
of  its  value  as  a  specimen,  and  it  was  cooked  and 
eaten.  I  shall  always  regret  not  having  seen  it ;  but 
after  making  full  investigation  I  have  no  doubt  of  the 
fact,  having  seen  four  individuals  who  saw  the  fish, 
which,  moreover,  was  weighed  in  the  presence  of 
witnesses. 

That  there  are  neither  bream  nor  chub  in  the 
water  here  I  am  convinced,  having  fished  the  Isle  for 
thirty  years,  and  though  I  have  never  caught  roach 
over  If  lb.  my  father  has  caught  them  in  the  same 
water  2Jlb. 

Had  such  a  fish  as  the  above  been  set  up,  I  feel 
assured  that  for  a  long  time  to  come  it  would  have 
been  the  premier  roach  of  the  century. — Yours  truly, 

W.  L.  Radfobd. 


FINE  ROACH. 

Sib, — It  ia  an  undoubted  fact  that  really  big  roaoh 
are  more  frequently  recorded  nowadays  than  was 
formerly  the  case.  May  I  be  allowed  to  suggest  that 
one  reason  for  this  may  possibly  be  the  better  pre- 
servation of  waters  since  the  passing  of  the  Mundella 
Act. 

Speaking  of  East  Anglia  it  was  formerly  not  an 
^  uncommon  practice  to  net  tons  of  coarse  fish  (roach, 
rudd,  bream,  etc.)  and  send  them  to  the  big  cities  to 
be  sold  as  food.  I  believe  this  practice  ia  now  almost 
extinct  since  the  passing  of  the  acts,  and  I  think  that 
as  netting  diminished  so  the  weights  of  specimen 
roach  increased,  so  that  two-pounders  are  not  un- 
common, whilst  three-pounders  occasionally  occur 
where  the  conditions  are  really  favourable. 

You  may  remember  I  wrote  you  a  few  particulars  of 
a  31b.  roach  in  June,  1901.  That  fish  came  from  a 
private  water  near  Ipswich,  where  all  the  conditions 
are  very  favourablcl  to  abnormal  growth — pure  water, 
abundant  food,  not  overcrowded  with  fish,  and  never 
fished.  A  few  particulars  of  the  fish  above-mentioned 
may  be  of  interest.  Length  (extreme),  eighteen  inches ; 
girth  (extreme),  fourteen  and  a-half  inches ;  weight, 
31b. ;  sex,  female ;  locality,  private  water  near  Ips- 
wich ;  date,  June  5,  1001 ;  cause  of  death,  eggbound. 

A  very  handsome  specimen  and  an  undoubted  roach. 
^  I  have  this  fish  in  my  possession,  and  it  has  been 
greatly  admired  by  every  angler  who  has  seen  it,  and 
my  only  regret  about  it  is  that  some  good  angler  (or 
myself)  did  not  land  it  on  fine  tackle. — Yours  respect- 
fully, H.  C.  HCDSOK. 

BAIT  FOR  ROACH. 

Dkab  Sib, — I  shall  be  obliged  if  you  ot  some  of 
year  correspondents  will  give  me  the  iaformation  bow 


to  use  bananas  as  hook  bait  for  roach  fishing,  either  as 
paste  or  any  way,  or  give  me  a  recipe  for  catching 
large  roach.  We  have  a  largo  lake  close  to  here,  well 
stocked,  and  fished  by  yearly  tickets,  but  for  the  life 
of  us  none  can  get  the  large  ones  out.  Thanking  you 
in  anticipation. — Yours  truly,  Falstafi'. 
Rotherham. 

[If  the  big  roach  will  not  take  bread  or  biscuit 
pastes  I  do  not  think  bananas  will  deceive  them.  To 
bait  with  it  simply  cut  a  bit  off  the  size  of  a  pea.  As 
"Falstaff  "  is  an  old  reader  of  the  Fishing  Oazette  he 
will  have  read  our  reprint  of  "The  Book  of  the 
Roach,"  which  contains  the  best  advice  as  regards 
baits,  etc.  Has  the  water  been  long  fished  ?  If  so,  it 
is  probably  a  case  of  plenty  of  natural  food,  and  great 
cunning  developed  from  long  experience  of  food  with 
hooks  in  it. — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  BURNHAM-ON-CROUCH. 
Deab  Sib, — Would  you  kindly  call  the  attention  of 
anglers  who  go  to  Burnham-on-Crouch  to  the  fact 
that  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  have  very 
kindly  arranged  for  the  train  leaving  that  station  at 
6.42  p.m.  on  Sundays  to  be  continued  all  through 
November. — Yours  faithfully,        W.  H.  Elsmoee. 


WEIGHTS  AND  LENGTHS  OF  TROUT. 

Deab  Mabston, — Here  is  a  dish  of  Itchen  trout 
caught  on  Sept.  20,  and  photographed  on  Sept.  22. 
Don't  they  look  like  June  fish  ?  Lengths  and  weights 
as  follows : — lib.,  thirteen  inches;  lib.  2oz.,  thirteen 


A  Dish  of  Itchen  Tbout. 

and  a  half  inches ;  lib.  4oz.,  fourteen  inches ;  lib  9oz., 
fourteen  and  a  half  inches;  lib.  14oz.,  fifteen  inches  ; 
21b.  4oz. ,  sixteen  and  a  half  inches. — Yours  truly, 

Stboke. 

[A  very  pretty  dish. — Ed.] 


A  FAMOUS  SALISBURY  TROUT,  AND  OTHER 
ITEMS. 

Deab  Sib, — In  an  ancient  book  of  local  history, 
various  notes  are  contributed  by  a  correspondent,  who 
quaintly  prefaces  them  by  saying  that  he  feels  that 
"the  present  generation  of  Salisbury  (1786)  will 
doubtless  feel  no  small  gratification  in  reading  the 
following  chronological  series  of  occurrences  prior  to, 
commencing  with,  or  keeping  equal  pace  with  their 
progress  in  life,  especially  as  the  parents  or  relatives 
of  many  were  materially  interested  or  concerned." 
Their  gratification  must  have  been  rather  question- 
able, as  there  is  a  thick  sprinkling  of  murders,  suicides, 
and  executions.  But  the  following  half-dozen  entries 
cannot  wound  the  feelings  of  the  present  living  ;  and 
the  record  of  the  capture  of  the  splendid  trout  will 
gratify  the  pride  of  Salisbury  anglers  in  the  respect- 
able ancestry  of  their  fish,  and  teach  them  that  in 
their  "  ditches  "  they  have  no  cause  for  shame.  They 
also  appear  to  hold  the  record  for  bait,  we  gather 
from  the  fourth  entry  given  below : — 

1737.  Feb.  11.—"  Three  men  robbed  a  woman  at 
Barford,  of  brandy,  while  she  was  driving  an  ass 
laden  with  it,  and  drank  themselves  speechless.  One 
died,  and  the  other  recovered  with  difficulty." 

1737.  Feb.  12.—"  The  fish  ponds  of  Henry  Wyndham, 
Esq.,  of  Salisbury,  robbed  of  carp." 

1737.  March  23.  —  "  Miss  Cooper,  a  beauty,  of 
Swindon,  lately  married  to  Mr.  Kemble,  of  Cannon- 
street,  London." 

1737.  Dec.  7. — "  Last  week  Joseph  Lamb,  of  Hindon, 
Wilts,  voided  a  jointed  worm,  14ft.  6in.  long,  which 
is  preserved  in  spirits  by  Dr.  Foote,  of  Hindon." 

1738.  April  22. — "  Lately  caught  in  the  town  ditch, 
Sarum,  a  trout,  being  more  than  2fif,  in  length,  16ii). 
in  girth,  and  weighing-^Glb.  14oz. " 


1738.  Sept.  2.— "Mr.  Smith,  maltster,  at  Christ- 
;hurch,  aged  eighty-nine,  married  to  Miss  Forster, 
£  a  agreeable  young  lady  between  fifteen  and  sixteen. 
His  former  wife  had  been  buried  about  a  fortnight." 

Yours  truly,  F. 


ROD  RESTS  OLD  AND  NOT  NEW. 
Dear  Mb.  Mabston, — There  is  surely  nothing  new 
under  the  sun,  at  any  rate  since  it  shone  upon  a  white 
American  nation  1  My  little  rod  rest,  which  I  evolved 
in  all  good  faith  from  the  recesses  of  a  not  too  respon- 
sive brain,  and  of  which  you  have  been  so  good  as  to 
print  several  appreciations,  is,  I  find,  an  unconscious 
imitation  of  an  almost  identical  article  patented  in 
the  States  fourteen  years  ago.  It  was  only  three  or 
four  days  ago  that  I  looKed  through  some  New  York 
tackle  catalogues,  for  which  I  had  occasion  to  write, 
and  there  saw  its  counterfeit  I — Yours,  etc., 

F.  G.  Aflalo. 


BREEDING  WORMS  AND  GENTLES. 
Sib, — Your  correspondent  "  F.  S.  D."  will  find  one 
of  the  best  recipes  I  have  seen  for  breeding  cockspurs 
and  gentles  in  "Nottingham  Float  Fishing,"  pub- 
lished by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co. ;  that  for 
cockspurs  at  page  64,  and  for  gentles  for  the  winter  at 
page  98.— Yours  truly.  Quill  Float. 


PIKELETS  TAKE  FLY. 
Sib,— On  Monday,  Oct.  20,  while  fishing  in  private 
water  on  the  Gloucestershire  Coin  I  hooked,  fishing 
with  a  wet  fly  for  rainbow  in  a  pool  below  some 
hatches,  a  pike  of  lib.  weight.  I  killed  him  and  ate 
him.  On  Wednesday,  Oct.  22, 1  fished  the  same  pool 
with  the  same  identical  fly,  and  under  the  same  bush 
hooked  a  second  pike  of  the  same  weight.  This  one  I 
also  ate.  Is  it  not  unusual  for  a  pike  to  rise  at  a  fly, 
and  for  two  pike  to  be  so  exactly  similar  in  their 
appetites  and  tastes?  The  fly  was  a  small  hackle- 
dressed  Zulu. — Yours  faithfully,         C.  E.  Gipps. 

[It  ia  certainly  an  unusual  incident.  The  only  case 
I  remember  like  it  occurred  to  an  angler  who  when 
he  "  got.blind  "  used  to  "  see  double,"  but  there  is  no 
question  of  liquid  food  in  this  case.  Of  course  Mr. 
Gipps  would  have  had  the  little  beggars  set  up  as  a 
curiosity  if  he  had  caught  No.  2  before  he  had  eaten 
No.  1.— Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  ALBANIA. 

Deab  Sib, — I  should  be  extremely  grateful  to  you 
if  you  would  be  so  kind  as  to  give  me  any  information 
about  the  fishing  in  Albania,  and  what  tackle  is  the 
best  to  use  there  and  when  is  the  best  time  to  go  there. 
I  am  writing  to  you  on  behalf  of  my  brother,  who 
intends  going  there  for  shooting. — Yours  truly, 

H.  Scott. 


SPORT  IN  ALBANIA. 

Dear  Me.  Mabston, — A  good  many  references  to 
shooting  in  Albania  are  to  be  found  in  "  Murray's 
Handbook  for  Greece  "  (pp.  762,  768, 780,  784,  and  794), 
but  the  only  allusion  to  fishing  that  has  caught  my 
eye  is  one  on  p.  762  :  "  This  river  (the  Kalamal,  near 
Philiatae)  affords  very  fair  trout  " — though  it  is  possible 
that  there  are  others. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Hulme  Beaman,  in  "  Sport  in  Europe  " 
(Sands  &  Co.),  writes  as  follows  regarding  fishing  in 
Albania :  "  Trout  abound  in  all  the  streams  running 
into  the  lakes  of  Scutari  and  Ochrida,  both  from  the 
Montenegrin  and  Albanian  side  of  the  former.  At 
Rieka  I  have  had  pretty  baskets,  and  the  markets  of 
Scutari  and  Monastir  are  well  supplied  with  the  big 
lake-trout  from  these  reservoirs.  They  are  generally 
taken  with  nets,  but  will  also  feed  greedily  on  the 
grasshopper  or  minnow.  I  could  never  wish  for  better 
luck  than  six  weeks  with  rod  and  gun  in  this  district 
between  October  and  Christmas." 

I  trust  that  this  may  be  of  service  to  you. — Yours 
very  truly,  .  Edwabd  Stanfobd. 

12,  13,  and  14,  Long  Acre,  W.C. 

[Mr.  Edward  Stanford,  who  has  been  appointed 
Geographer  to  the  King,  now  publishes  the  famous 
Murray  Handbooks  for  Travellers,  also  other  guides.— 
Ed.] 


DO  TROUT  EAT  RATS? 

Deab  Sir, — My  answer  to  the  above  question  is — 
yes,  most  decidedly.  I  have  known  several  instances, 
the  last  a  couple  of  years  ago.  When  angling  in 
company  of  Mr.  Elgie,  of  the  Crown  Hotel,  Yarm, 
he  shouted  to  me  to  come  and  look  at  a  trout  of  about 
IJlb.  he  had  just  caught  "  with  something  sticking  out 
of  his  mouth."  On  examining  the  fish  I  found  not 
only  the  tail  of  awater-rat  or  vole  (Arvicola  amphihitis) 
but  his  hind  legs,  as  Mr.  Elgie  put  it,  "  protruding  from 
his  maw."  The  fish  was  evidently  disgorging  the  rat 
after  being  hooked  and  landed.  The  young  rat  was 
about  the  size  of  a  full-grown  mouse.  I  wanted  to 
take  the  rat  out,  but  Mr.  Elgie  would  not  allow  me, 
saying,  "  I  will  take  it  home  as  it  is  or  our  club  fellows 
will  not  believe  it." — Yours  truly, 

Leeds.  John  E.  Millbb. 
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KNOTS  FOR  FISHING  PURPOSES. 
Dbab  Sib, — I  have  been  greatly  interested  in  the 
series  of  illustrations  of  knots  for  fishing  purposes 
which  have  appeared  in  your  recent  issues  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette. 

Having  had  some  experience  of  the  knots  commonly 
in  use  amongst  seamen,  I  have  evolved  several  modi- 
fications that  I  find  are  of  service  to  anglers,  and  take 
the  liberty  of  enclosing  you  sketches  of  a  few,  Nos. 
1  to  9.  Nos.  6  and  7  are  in  nowise  altered,  and  may 
be  seen  in  "Dana's  Seamanship."  Nos.  10  and  11 
are  respectively  "  Mr.  Pearsall's  "  and  "  Grey  North's  " 


passed  more  than  once  No.  2  cannot  be  beaten.  It  is 
also  excellent  for  minute  sizes,  such  as  are  used  for 
dry  flies,  and  can  be  readily  tied  in  hair,  or  with  gut 
that  is  only  partially  softened.  Gut  should  invariably 
be  well  softened  before  knotting. 

For  gut  loops  of  salmon  and  other  flies  Nos.  3,  4, 
4a,  and  5  are  most  useful  and  safe,  and  are  readily 
undone  if  a  change  of  fly  is  desired. 

Mode  of  attaching  droppers. — Ends  may  be  cut  of! 
quite  close.  Knot  A  is  a  common  way  of  fixing 
droppers,  but  it  lacks  neatness.  B  is  first  passed 
around  cast  similar  to  A,  and  the  loose  end  afterwards 


1.  DOUBLE    ^Ve  KNOT 
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Z.  Single  eye  knot 
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knots.  I  have  reproduced  them  because  I  fancy  they 
are  somewhat  liable  to  draw — that  is,  if  the  ends  are 
cut  off  close.  No.  7  is  useful  when  tempted  to  put  up 
a  cast  that  is  unsoftened  and  liable  to  crack  if  the 
usual  knots  are  used.  The  end  of  this  should  not  be 
cut  off  quite  close,  but  any  of  the  other  Nos.  1  to  9 
may  have  end  cut  off  quite  short  without  the  least 
danger  of  their  drawing. 

P  For  metal  eyes  large  enough  to  admit  double  gut 
No.  1  I  consider  the  best,  although  Nos.  3,  4,  4a,  and  5 
may  be  used.    They  are  readily  undone  if  required. 
For  metal  eyes  too  small  to    ,'low  of  gut  being 


tucked.  This  makes  a  neat  and  secure  knot.  C  re- 
quires to  be  passed  entirely  round  the  cast,  not  as  D 
and  E  partly  between  the  two  strands.  D  is  extremely 
neat,  and  for  email  fish  quite  safe.  £  is  a  similar 
knot  passed  through  twice,  and  is  very  secure. 

For  attaching  reel  line  to  gut  cast. — Nos.  4  and  5 
are  perfect  (No.  4a  being  more  suited  for  a  hook  with 
small  metal  eye).  No.  6  is  the  very  thing  for  night 
fishing  with  Bustard,  or  when  it  may  be  expected  to 
fall  dark  before  the  cast  is  dismounted  from  line.  It 
i  tthe  most  easily  undone  of  any  knot  I  know,  and 
■will  never  jam,  as  the  single  sheet  bend  does. 


For  joining  up  gut  lengths  into  casts.— I  think 
those  best  suited  are  very  generally  known.  I  may 
say  that  for  salmon  oasts  I  prefer  the  buffer  knot  tied 
in  with  silk.  I  only  give  one,  No.  8.  This  is  a 
peculiar  knot,  inasmuch  that  there  are  four  thick- 
nesses of  gut  on  which  to  tie  the  dropper,  after  tying 
which  the  ends  may  be  cut  off  tolerably  close.  This 
is  perhaps  a  tedious  knot  to  make,  but  it  need  only  ba 
put  in  for  the  droppers. 

For  attaching  droppers. — No.  9  shows  three  methods 
of  attachment,  either  of  which  are  very  neat  when 
pulled  tight ;  they  are  perfectly  secure.  They  need  to 
be  tied  over  double  or  more  strands  of  gut ;  the  ends 
are  first  passed  in  between,  and  put  on  betwixt  two 
knots. 

I  also  enclose  two  eyed  hooks  with  gut  attached. 
No.  1  and  No.  2.  The  former  has  end  of  gut  left  long, 
the  latter  has  it  cut  off  close.  Also  a  small  eyed  fly 
with  No.  2  knot  to  hair.  I  likewise  send  two  lengths 
of  gut  joined  together  by  the  No.  8  sliding  knot  (ends 
not  cut  close),  and  having  one  of  the  No.  9  droppers. 
— Yours  faithfully,  Basil  Habdy. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 


REEL  LINE  AND  GUT  OAST- 
DEPARTURE. 


-A  NEW 


Dear  Sir, — Here  is  a  good  and  an  entirely  safe  knot. 
I  begin  by  presuming  that  there  is  a  loop  on  the  end 
of  your  reel  (or  winch)  line,  a  common  arrangement. 
Hold  this  loop  between  the  forefinger  and  thumb  of 
left  hand,  the  point  or  extremity  of  loop  turned  from 
you.  I  forgot  to  say  that  you  should  first  remove  the 
loop  on  your  gut  collar,  and  let  the  top  link  of'  thai  ba 
a  piece  of  thin,  prepared  line  of,  say,  a  foot  long,  with 
a  single  knot  at  the  end.  Put  the  knotted  end  through 
the  loop  of  the  reel  line.  Now  pass  it  over  the  left 
strand  of  this  loop  and  then  under  both  strandi,  and 
so  back  to  the  right  side.  You  now  put  the  end  back 
again  through  the  loop,  pulling  it  so  that  it  crosses  its 


A — Loop  at  end  of  Reel  Line.  B- 
GuT  Cast,  with  Knot. 


-End  of 


legs,  as  it  were,  and  see  that  the  knot  is  nipped  in 
when  it  is  drawn  taut. 

This  knot  is  probably  well  known,  and  may  already 
have  been  illustrated  in  this  paper,  but  the  point  is 
this.  If  it  is  used,  as  usual,  by  making  a  knot  on  the 
reel  line  itself,  attaching  this  to  the  gut  loop  (in  the 
manner  shown  in  the  sketch),  then  the  knot  will  be 
found  turned  upwards.  When  I  observed  that  objec- 
tion was  taken  to  this,  I  set  to  work,  and  the  result  is 
before  your  readers.  By  adding  a  foot  of  thin  reel 
line  to  each  gut  cast  (or  "collar")  this  fastening, 
when  made,  will  have  the  knot  pointing  downward 
instead  of  upward.  This  is  its  only  claim  to  originality. 
I  maintain  that  a  safer  knot,  or  a  simpler,  I  do  not 
know.— Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


BAITS  AND  HOOKS,  ETC. 
Dear  Sir, — What  an  interesting  study  this  is. 
Were  I  to  enter  into  detailed  particulars  of  the  variety 
of  baits  and  different  styles  of  arranging  hooks  the 
Fishing  Gazette  would  not  be  large  enough  even  if  all 
its  pages  were  placed  at  my  disposal.  Books  innumer- 
able have  been  written  about  it.  I  love  angling  for 
the  fun  of  the  thing,  the  pleasure  it  gives;  as  a 
nervine  there's  nothing  like  it ;  I  have  no  axe  to 
grind,  or  invention  to  advertise,  nor  do  I  want  any 
controversy.  Having  cleared  the  ground  thus  far  I 
may  perhaps  be  allowed  to  express  my  views  without 
fear,  favour,  or  affectation.  Those  outside  the  pale 
of  the  gentle  craft  cannot  understand  why  we  stand 
rod  in  hand  shivering  on  the  bank  day  after  day 
attempting  to  catoh  fish  ;  it  would  only  be  a  waste  of 
time  trying  to  explain,  the  probabilities  are  they 
would  still  think  we  were  fools — let  that  pass.  To 
become  proficient  anglers  we  must  try  to  attain  the 
highest  art  of  deception  ;  the  fair  sex  credit  us  "  mere 
men  things "  as  being  "  gay  deceivers  ever."  Wa 
need  not  seriously  resent  the  soft  impeachment, 
there  is  merit  in  the  act  after  all.  The  angler  who 
can  successfully  deceive  may  pride  himself  on  the 
fact;  to  capture  a  21b.  trout  with  a  tiny  hook  em- 
bedded in  a  small  tuft  of  feathers  is  something  to 
be  proud  of,  and  therein  lies  the  charm.  Deception 
is  the  perfection  of  artfulness ;  the  key  to  success  is 
use  suitable  bait  and  tackle.  Although  fish  are  not 
bothered  about  school  boards  and  education  acts  they 
have  passed  their  degrees  in  suspicion  in  the  school  of 
experience,  either  by  getting  hooked  themselves  or 
seeing  their  neighbour  struggling  to  get  free.  Oh, 
yes !  they  know  a  thing  or  two  about  baits,  hooks, 
lines,  and  that  fellow  on  the  bank.  The  instinct  of 
self-preservation  is  their  strong  point,  their  first  law ; 
and  the  second  is  like  unto  it,  what  to  eat  and  what 
to  avoid — the  genus  homo  might  take  a  lesson  from 
them.  Given  a  safe  retreat  and  plenty  of  natural 
food  they  are  not  likely  to  devour  with  avidity  any 
and  every  artificial  bait  presented  to  them.    It  is  only 
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when  Nature's  larder  is  getting  low  that  they  can  be 
tempted  with  substitutes — which  is  what  most  fisher- 
men use — paste,  artificial  flies,  spoons,  phantoms  of 
all  colours,  shapes,  and  sizes,  some  ugly  enough  to 
terrify  the  devil  himself — henca  the  name  "  kill- 
devil,"  I  suppose.  The  angler  who  successfully  rises, 
lands,  and  kills  "  Auld  Reekie  "  will  surely  be  entitled 
without  challenge  to  an  eternal  monument,  imperish- 
able fame. 

The  question  of  what  is  the  best  bait  is  a  most  per- 
plexing one.  That  which  will  lure  one  kind  of  fish 
wouldn't  be  looked  at  by  another.  Nevertheless,  he 
that  uses  the  natural  has  the  advantage.  Failing 
that,  get  as  near  to  it  as  possible  with  imitations. 
Under  certain  conditions  of  water  and  weather  fish 
may  be  caught  with  a  tablespoon  suitably  garnished 
with  hooks,  but  let  any  one  try  it  on  a  bright  day  in 
gin-clear  water.  Where  is  he  then  ?  His  empty  creel 
will  show. 

I  have  seen  artificial  baits  resembling  nothing  on 
earth  rigged  up  with  a  dozen  ihooks  anchor-like,  and 
big  enough  to  moor  a  ship ;  to  oSer  fish  such  mons- 
trosities is  little  short  of  an  insult ;  what  they  think 
if  they  have!  any  thinking  powers  can  only  be  con- 
jectured. That  they  have  a  language  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt,  they  are  possessed  of  discrimination 
to  a  degree  surprising.  Why  do  not  trout  pair  with 
pike,  or  minnows  with  perch  '?  They  religiously  avoid 
each  other  for  reasons  which  are  obvious.  Hook  a 
perch  and  lose  him,  the  whole  school  becomes  sus 
picioua  and  take  their  departure ;  is  not  that  the 
result  of  language  and  reasoning  ?  Mr.  Jack  Pike 
saya  to  himself,  "  I've  seen  that  spoon  before  many  a 
time,  but  I'm  not  such  a  '  spooney  '  as  to  consider  it 
good  eating,"  and  with  a  contemptuous  sweep  of  his 
tail  and  a  leer  in  his  eye  suggests,  "  oSer  me  something 
more  dainty."  His  troutship  spies  a  bunch  of  feathers 
floating  towards  him.  "Bah,"  says  he,  "call  that  a 
fly — more  like  a  mop  1 "  It  must  be  apparent  then 
that  the  more  closely  your  bait  resembles  natural 
food,  hooks  being  artfully  hidden,  the  more  likely  are 
you  to  succeed  in  catching  fish.  If  a  single  hook  be 
sufficient  why  use  two  ?  Every  additional  one  renders 
the  "  fraud  "  more  conspicuous. 

To  attempt  to  name  an  infallible  bait,  even  if  I 
could,  would  reduce  our  art  to  rule  of  thumb,  then  it 
wouldn't  be  worth  a  rap  ;  it  is  the  glorious  uncertainty 
that  makes  angling  so  captivating.  Practical  men  as 
a  rule  are  observant,  and  they  may  safely  be  left  to 
solve  the  problem  for  themselves. — Yours  truly, 

Thk  Boston  Bitteen. 

[Our  old  friend  "  The  Boston  Bittern  "  hits  a  capital 
nail  on  the  head  when  he  says,  "  reduce  the  art  of 
angling  to  rule  of  thumb,  then  it  wouldn't  be  worth  a 
rap."  I  am  I  confess  rather  a  careless  angler  myself, 
and  have  lost  many  a  good  fish  simply  through  not 
observing  the  proper  rules — hang  the  rules.  One  goes 
out  to  enjoy  fishing  in  one's  own  way.  I  hate,  for 
instance,  having  somebody  behind  me  telling  me  I 
ought  to  have  done  something  I  didn't  take  the  trouble 
to  do ;  ought  to  have  changed  my  fly  when  a  good  fish 
refused  it,  instead  of  trying  him  till  he  turned  and 
went  down  stream  like  a  "  penny  steamer,"  as  they 
used  to  call  the  Thames  boats ;  ought  to  have  crawled 
like  a  grass  snake  instead  of  merely  stooping  down  to 
get  at  a  fish,  and  so  on.  We  ought  to  remember 
Walton's  admirable  advice  not  to  make  a  business  of 
what  should  be  a  recreation. — Ed.] 


EYED  T'.  BLIND  HOOKS. 

Deae  Sib, — Permit  me  to  intervene  again  in  this 
controversy  to  reply  to  the  letter  of  "Benwyan"  in 
your  issue  of  Oct.  25,  and  to  comment  on  the  Model 
Parfait  hook  courteously  recommended  by  Mr.  S. 
Allcock  in  his  letter  of  the  same  issue. 

I  wish  to  defend  the  thesis  that  for  wet  fly  fishing 
in  the  smaller  sizes  eyed  hooks  are  less  satisfactory 
than  blind  hooks.  And  first  let  me  say  that  I  dissent 
from  the  dictum  of  "  Benwyan  "  that  difference  in 
weight  between  eyed  and  blind  hooks  is  utterly  unim- 
portant. I  have  fished  with  very  keen  and  accom- 
plished village  anglers  in  Scotland,  and  they  utterly 
rejected  eyed  flies  after  a  trial  because  they  fall  heavy 
on  the.water,  and  that  is  my  own  experience.  In  up 
stream  fishing  with  a  short  line  the  moment  the  fly 
lights  is  the  deadliest  of  all,  and  if  it  lights  with  a  flop 
it  is  apt  to  scare  educated  trout. 

I  have  obtained  a  few  eyed  Model  Parfait  hooks,  but 
could  not  get  them  in  the  quite  small  sizes.  The 
feature  of  these  hooks  is  that  the  wire  instead  of  being 
round  is  flattened  at  the  sides.  The  effect  of  this 
would  be  to  lighten  the  hook  if  only  the  bend  were  as 
small  as  in  ordinary  wires  of  the  same  length  of  shank. 
But  the  result  seems  to  be  to  make  a  big  bend  in  pro- 
portion to  the  length  of  shank  necessary,  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  gain  in  lightness  is  thus  largely  lost, 
while  the  hook  becomes  so  rank  as  hardly  to  class  as 
a  fly  hook  at  all.  I  believe  it  is  a  mechanical  prin- 
ciple that,  where  the  strain  is  not  direct,  the  round 
wire  is  stronger  than  any  other  shape,  and  as  the 
Model  Parfait  is  snecked  the  pull  is  a  bit  across,  and 
therefore  the  hook  is  actually  weakened  by  the 
flattening  of  the  wire.  If  the  bend  wore  plain  round 
thia  would  not  be  the  case, 
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Now,  an  ounce  of  illustration  is  worth  a  pound  of 
theory,  and  1  have  been  at  the  pains  to  dress  a  few 
flies  to  test  the  values  of  eyed  as  compared  with  blind 
hooks. 

I  enclose  three  light  coloured  March  Browns,  One 
on  a  Model  Parfait  hook,  one  on  an  eyed  hook  of  the 
ordinary  down  eyed  Limerick  type,  and  one  on  gut. 


I  have  done  my  best  to  dress  them  fairly,  and  I  ask 
you  to  make  your  own  comparison.  The  length  of 
body  is  the  same  in  each  case.  The  amount  of  silk 
and  material  is  as  nearly  as  I  could  get  them  the 
same  in  each.  But  in  the  case  of  the  eyed  flies  the 
shank  is  longer  by  the  eye  of  the  hook  in  each  case ; 
the  hook  is  heavier ;  the  fastening  on  is  necessarily 
clumsier ;  the  fly  must  fall  more  heavily  on  the 
water ;  the  thicker  wire  must  be  much  more  notice- 
able by  the  fish  and  harder  to  pull  into  the  fish's 
mouth,  and  more  readily  rejected  when  taken.  It  is 
the  fact  that  the  blind  hook  is  a  size  smaller  than  the 
smaller  of  the  eyed  sizes,  yet  it  gives  the  same  length 
of  body.  These  facts  alone  appear  to  me  to  point  to 
the  superiority  of  the  blind  book.  But  when  I  find 
my-experience  telling  me  that  it  swims  better  and 
hooks  better  than  the  eyed  fly  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  expressing  my  preference. 

I  also  enclose  you  a  hackled  series  on  similar  hooks. 
The  same  remarks  apply. 

These  are  in  comparatively  larga  sizes,  the  smallest 
hook  being  a  No.  2  blind  sneck.  But  the  smaller  the 
hook  the  more  accentuated  do  the  objections  become. 
The  eye  becomes  in  proportion  to  the  rest  of  the  hook 
heavier,  uglier,  and  clumsier  the  smaller  the  hook 
used.  Indeed  in  the  smallest  sizes  eyed  hooks  are 
almost  inconceivable  for  lightly  dressed  wet  flies. 
Take  for  instance  the  enclosed  Pale  Evening  Dun. 
Gould  it  be  satisfactorily  reproduced  with  any  eyed 
hook  ?  Some  eyed  hooks  are  less  clumsy  in  the  eye 
than  others,  but  in  my  experience  very  small  eyes  are 
cruelly  hard  on  fine  gut. 

I  am  not  surprised  to  hear  that  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  is  of 
my  opinion. — Yours  truly,  Val  Conson. 

[I  fear  it  will  ba  difficult  to  reproduce  the  flies 
to  show  the  differences  clearly,  but  I  will  endeavour 
to  do  BO,  I  don't  object  to  the  eye  even  on  a 
No.  000,  as  in  practice  it  is  quite  easy  to  float  these 
flies  on  eyed  hooks,  and  the  eye  represents  the  head 
of  the  natural  insect  to  some  extent. — Ed  ] 


HOOKS  WITH  EYES  V.  THOSE  WITHOUT. 

Deae  Sie, — I  do  not  know  who  "  Benwyan  "  is, 
and  I  always  feel  rather  diffident  about  replying  to 
anonymous  correspondents.  However,  as  "  Benwyan" 
wants  enlightenment  concerning  some  of  the  passages 
in  my  letter  which  appeared  in  your  issue  of  Oct.  11 
I  will  endeavour  to  make  my  remarks  more  explicit. 
Mr.  Hall's  experiment  with  the  two  pieces  of  lead  wire, 
I  take  it,  were  conducted  with  a  view  to  determining 
the  best  angle  at  which  to  set  the  eye  at,  so  as  to  get 
a  central  pull — that  is,  a  direct  pull  on  the  shank 
of  the  hook,  just  as  if  it  was  bound  to  the  gut.  If 


"Benwyan"  will  take  the  trouble  to  procure  two 
pieces  of  lead  wire  and  bend  them  like  a  couple  of 
hair-pins  {see  A  B),  and  then  bend  them  slightly  semi- 
circular and  pass  the  loop  of  A  through  the  loop  of  B, 
then  pass  the  ends  of  B  through  the  loop  of  A  and  draw 
up  tight,  he  will  have  a  knot  like  C  D,  Looked  at 
sideways  it  looks  like  E  F. 
Now  push  the  knot  apart  and  separate  E  and  F 
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carefully,  and  you  have  the  turned  up,  or  down,  eye, 
according  to  how  the  piece  is  held.  "Benwyan" 
suggests  wet  gut  in  place  of  one  length  of  lead  wire. 
That  is  as  much  beside  the  quastion  as  the  difference 
in  the  bend  of  the  hooks.  The  lead  wire  was  no 
doubt  easiest  worked,  and  took  and  retained  its  shape 
best.    The  turned  down  eyes  may  be  all  right  for 


some  methods  of  attachment,  but  for  Mr,  Hall's 
method — which  I  always  employ — turned  down  eyes 
would  not  do  so  well.  Of  course,  the  Hall  method 
can  be  employed  as  easily  for  down  as  well  as  up 
turned  eyes  by  holding  the  fly  with  the  wings  down- 
wards, like  Fig.  1,  but  then  the  gut  would  have  a 
tendency  to  press  down  the  wings  and  prevent  the 
floating  fly  from  falling  properly  on  the  water,  I 
have  no  doubt  "Benwyan"  knows  that  the  floater 
is  dressed  with  split  wings  to  make  it  fall  d  la 
parachute  or  shuttlecock  fashion,  heavy  part  first, 
which  in  this  case  is  represented  by  the  barb  piece  of 


the  hook,  that  part  being  below  the  level  of  the  hDok 
shank  and  attached  gut  line. 

And  now  as  to  the  dressing  of  flies.  The  same 
insect  can  be  represented  as  easily  in  a  wet  fly  as  a 
dry  one  by  an  expert  fly-dresser,  as  sketches  (Fig.  2), 
and  there  is  not  much  apparent  diflerence  to  the  un- 
initiated, but  for  the  reasons  above  stated  they  must 
of  necessity  be  a  different  shape  as  they  are  used  in  a 
different  way,  and  obviously  if  an  artificial  fly  with 
upright  wings,  not  to  mention  projecting  hackle,  is 
drawn  through  the  water  it  will  make  a  very  much 
larger  wave  than  the  thin  legs  of  a  natural  insect 
floating  on  the  surface.  Therefore,  if  a  fly  is  fished 
wet  it  must  be  constructed  so  as  to  offer  as  little 
resistance  as  possible,  or  why  should  a  writer  like  Pritt 
advocate  a  different  style  of  fly  to  Halford,  and  vice 
versd  ?    Simply  because  it  is  necessary. 

As  to  the  method  of  tying  wings  "Benwyan" 
evidently  knows  very  little  about  fly-tying  or  he  would 
never  have  made  the  statement  he  does  about  "  those 
tied  butt  of  feather  towards  bend  of  hook."  As  a 
matter  of  fact  the  fibres  of  which  the  wings  are  com- 
posed have  a  tendency  to  regain  their  original  position 
— that  is,  to  lean  towards  the  eye— and  therefore 
remain  very  much  more  upright  than  those  tied 
leaning  towards  the  bend  and  then  propped  up  by 


hackle  and  tying  silk,  and  the  length  can  be  adjusted 
to  a  nicety.  As  for  not  getting  flat  wings  to  lie 
flat  because  an  artificial  fly  has  no  thorax,  that  is  all 
"  tiddley  bosh  "  ;  it  is  several  years  since  I  tied  a  fly, 
but  if  I  had  "  Benwyan  "  here  for  half-an-hour  and 
some  fly-tying  materials  I  think  I  could  convince  him. 
And  I  am  sure  if  I  had  him  by  the  riverside  I  could 
show  him  how  ridiculous  it  would  be  to  try  and 
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catch  trout  with  a  heavily  dressed  floating  fly  fished 
wet. 

I  may  say  in  conclusion  twenty  years  ago  up  in  the 
north  on  rapid  streams,  where  no  one  ever  dreamed  of 
using  a  floating  fly,  on  coming  to  a  long  stretch  of 
smooth  water  I  occasionally  took  my  cast,  and 
the  two  or  three  wet  flies  I  was  using,  to  try  a  floater 
on  a  tapered  cast  over  the  rising  trout,  but  as  soon  as 
it  began  to  get  submerged  I  always  picked  the  fly  up 
quick  and  gave  it  the  necessary  journey  through  the 
air  to  dry  it  before  casting  again.  Anointing  dry  fly 
with  oil  wasn't  in  fashion  at  that  time. 

I  am  sorry  to  trespass  on  your  valuable  space  so 
much,  Mr.  Editor,  but  I  must  defend  myself,  and  if 
you'll  "  forgive  me  this  time,"  like  the  bad  boy,  "  I 
won't  do  it  again," — Yours  faithfully, 

Eedditch.  Peter  Alison. 

[I  remember  many  years  ago  Mr.  George  Bankart, 
of  Leicester,  suggested  the  lead  wire  loop  as  the  best 
means  of  ascertaining  the  best  shape  for  eye  in  order 
to  get  a  direct  pull. — Ed.] 


A  FISHING  BIGHT  QUESTION. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  any  of  your 
readers  could  give  me  information  as  to  the  following 
circumstances.  The  Whittlesea  Angling  Association  | 
hire  from  the  Middle  Level  Commissioners  certain  1 
fisheries — rivers  or  drains.  Some  six  feet  on  one  side 
of  the  rivers  and  two  feet  on  the  other  side  is,  I 
believe,  the  property  of  the  Commissioners.  Can  the 
angling  association  restrain  the  general  public — non- 
members — from  angling  in  these  waters  from  the 
towing-path  ? — Yours  truly,       J.  B.  Eowell, 

Hon.  Sec.  Whittlesea  Angling  Association. 

[The  only  party  who  can  restrain  the  general 
public  from  fishing  is  the  owner  of  the  fishery  rights 
or  some  one  deputed  by  him.  If  the  Middle  Level 
Commissioners  have  the  fishery  rights,  of  course  they 
can  keep  the  public  ofi  if  they  wish  to. — Ed.] 


THE  FLOUNDER. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  deeply  interested  in  the 
letter  in  the  Fislnng  Gazette  of  Oct.  25  on  "  Flounders 
and  Flounder  Fishing "  by  your  correspondent  "A." 
In  some  of  his  statements  I  quite  agree  with  him,  but 
I  shall  have  the  same  opinion  about  the  time  of  year 
a  flounder  is  in  season. 

One  thing  I  particularly  notice  is  that  "  A " 
throughout  his  letter  distinctly  mentions  "  fresh  "- 
water  flounders.  If  this  fish  is  different  in  season  and 
in  habits  to  the  flounder  we  get  in  the  "  sea  "  then  I 
must  confess  I  have  had  no  experience  in  the  matter. 
I  have  only  caught  these  in  the  sea  and  in  the  mouth 
of  the  river  here  very  near  to  the  sea,  although  I  have 
heard  of  fisher-boys  getting  fine  flounders  out  of  the 
ditches  when  they  are  after  eels  in  the  winter  months. 

Flounders  are  getting  in  better  condition  every  day 
now,  and  to  prove  that  my  statements  are  not  altogether 
incorrect  I  shall  be  very  pleased  (if  your  correspondent 
will  favour  me  with  his  name  and  address)  to  send 
him  a  good  flounder  when  they  are  in  season. 

Mr.  Wheldon's  letter  is  very  interesting,  and  I  have 
learned  much  from  it. 

Mr.  Collett  on  Oct.  29  landed  a  fine  cod  of  91b.  8oz. 
The  pier  fishing  continues  good ;  whiting  are  being 


caught  up  to  Iflb.  each,  also  some  fair-sized  codling  ; 
flat  fish  are  also  very  good.  I  saw  a  flounder  of  21b. 
and  a  sand-dab  of  1  jib.  Pine  sport  is  to  be  had  from 
boats ;  Mr.  Pendrey  and  Mr.  Manby  continue  to  make 
good  catches.  I  saw  them  a  few  days  ago  bring  home 
a  bushel  of  .fine  whiting  and  flat  fish. — Yours  faith- 
fully, RoBT.  J.  Canova. 
Southwold. 

[Flounders  are  found  in  almost  every  estuary,  and 
will  ascend  rivers  for  a  hundred  miles.  They  will 
breed  in  fresh  water,  even  in  lakes. — Ed.] 


THE  BLUE  WRASSE. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Since  I  wrote  to  you  about 
my  favourable  experience  of  Mr.  Aflalo's  rod  rest 
while  sea  fishing  in  Sweden  (see  FisJdng  Gazette  for 
Sept.  20)  «I  have  seen  a  living  blue  wrasse  in  the 
aquarium  in  the  Zoological  Gardens  at  Hamburg,  and 
find  that  zoologists  consider  it  to  be  the  male  fish  of  a 
separate  species  {Labrus  mixtus),  and  not  a  mere 
variety  of  the  ballan  or  northern  wrasse  {L.  maculatus 
or  L.  bcrgyltra,  the  latter  being  the  Swedish  name  of 
the  fish). 

The  female  of  this  separate  species,  of  which  I  also 
saw  a  living  specimen  at  Hamburg,  is  a  pinkish-red 
fish,  with  alternate  white  and  black  spots  on  the  back 
between  the  dorsal  and  caudal  fins,  I  remember  that 
one  of  my  boatmen  caught  one  of  these  pinkish-red 
wrasse,  and  drew  my  attention  to  it,  but  as  I  thought 
it  was  a  mere  variety  of  the  common  wrasse,  and  of 
no  great  beauty,  I  did  not  keep  it,  and  it  was  no  doubt 
salted  with  the  rest  for  winter  consumption. 

I  may  add  that  another  species  of  wrasse  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Mediterranean. — Yours  faithfully, 

Lifege,  Belgium.  W.  H.  Cohfield. 


THE  CROWN  FISHERY,  BROXBOURNE. 

Dkar  Sir,- — In  your  issue  of  Oct.  25  your  corre- 
spondent "  Izaak  Walton  "  reports  "  some  eighty  king 
oaip  "  being  placed  in  Carthagena  Weir  pool,  and  he 
adds,  "  they  averaged  about  51b.  each."  Without 
casting  any  doubt  upon  the  good  faith  of  this  state- 
ment, I  should  like  to  ask  your  correspondent  if  he 
actually  saw  these  fish  placed  in  the  water  as  men- 
tioned, or  was  this  large  "average"  weight  only 
hearsay.  I  fished  this  same  water  only  last  week, 
and  happened  to  meet  an  angler  who  told  me  he  saw 
the  fish  turned  in,  and  judged  them  " nothing  like" 
the  weights  stated.  It  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be 
to  the  mutual  advantage  of  proprietors  of  subscription 
waters  and  their  customers  to  make  it  a  rule  when 
restocking  to  have  the  presence  of  some  well-known 
anglers  who  could  substantiate  weights  and  numbers 
of  fish  turned  in  at  the  time  of  their  visit,  and  thus 
afford  the  general  angling  fraternity  an  assurance 
which  would  give  general  satisfaction  to  all  parties 
concerned. — Yours  faithfully,  A.  H. 


MODEL  PERFECT  EYED  HOOKS,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir,— I  am  pleased  to  see  that  with  their 
usual  courtesy  Messrs.  AUcock  will  make  these  hooks 
of  difierent  relative  length  of  shank  according  to  size 
to  order  through  a  dealer  in  fishing-tackle.  While 
there  are  two  shapes  on  the  market,  perhaps  it  would 


be  well  to  distinguish  them  by  separate  titles,  as 
"long  twelves"  or  "short  fourteens,"  for  instance. 
I  enclose  you  sa'hiples  of  the  two  forms  from  my 
supply.  I  call  the  longer  ones  "  right."  These  would 
admit  of  a  fastemng  space  being  left  in  dressing  a  fly 
as  suggested  by  Baron  Tcherkassov  last  week.  The 
others  would  scarcely  do  so. 

In  this  connection  I  have  sometimes  thought  that 
taking  the  jam-knot  round  the  head  tying  of  a  not  too 
clumsy  fly  might  increase  its  durability,  and  aid  in 
undoing  the  knot  to  eSect  a  change.  This  is  also 
often  assisted  by  allowing  the  gut  to  dry  and  stiffen 
somewhat,  so  that  it  can  be  pushed  through  the  eye 
to  reform  the  original  loop. 

I  hope  the  "Boyle"  patent  feather-bait  will  soon 
be  obtainable  in  trout  size  through  the  tackle-dealers. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  try  whether  a  trace 
entirely,  or  partly,  of  steel  wire  would  sufficiently 
sink  the  bait,  and  in  that  case  to  know  if  a  trans- 
parent or  translucent  celluloid  fan  could  be  used 
instead  of  metal  to  cause  rotation.— Yours, -etc., 

,  .     »„  BEJIWyAN, 


TRANSPORT  OP  FRESH-WATER  SHRIMP, 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Re  transport  of  fresh-water 
shrimp.  We  must  first  consider  this  a  most  delicate 
and  sensitive  little  creature.  If  conveyed  in  an 
ordinary  fish-carrier  and  no  provision  made  to 
alleviate  or  check  the  severity  of  oscillation  in 
transit,  fatal  results  would  certainly  follow.  Of 
course  a  certain  am  aunt  of  gentle  shaking  is  impera- 
tive and  of  great  advantage  as  a  means  of  aerating  the 
water.  The  best  carrier  I  have  seen  for  this  purpose 
is  made  of  galvanised  iron,  three  feet  long,  two  feet 
wide,  and  eighteen  inches  deep,  with  two  perforated 
zinc  partitions  equal  distance  apart,  the  lid  being  well 
perforated.  In  each  compartment  a  deep  layer  of 
long,  fibrous  moss  should  be  placed,  generally  to  be 
found  near  a  waterfall  on  a  limestone  strata.  This  is 
rarely  found  without  a  gravelly  substance  adhering  to 
the  roots,  which  is  very  acceptable  to  them  in  cap- 
tivity. Of  course,  where  this  moss  is  not  procurable, 
other  weeds  may  be  substituted,  provided  they  are 
purely  v?ater  plants.  Care  should  be  taken  that  no 
mud  is  admitted.  It  is  a  great  pity  the  fresh-water 
shrimp  is  not  a  natural  product  of  every  trout  stream. 
It  has,  however,  been  successfully  introduced  into 
many.  It  is  obvious  they  do  not  thrive  unless  the 
surroundings  are  suited  to  their  nature. — Yours  truly, 

28,  Winohcomb-street,  James  Ogden. 

Cheltenham, 


INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  SHETLANDS 
WANTED, 

Dear  Sir, — I  will  be  much  obliged  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  can  advise  me  where  to  go  in  the  Shet- 
lands  with  my  wife  on  a  fishing  holiday,  with  reason- 
able prospect  of  good  sea-trout  fishing  and  interesting 
surroundings.  Would  pay  for  preserved  waters  if 
necessary.  Clean,  comfortable  lodgings  in  the  vicinity 
preferred. 

I  could  take  two  or  three  months  at  any  time  during 
next  season.  Is  it  a  cold  county  in  September  and 
October  ?— Yours  faithfully,  K,  X. 


New  Work  by  ''THE  AMATEUR  ANGLER. 
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in  preparation. 


Uniform  with  *'  An  Old  Man's  Holiday,"  feap.  8vo.,  With  several  Illustrations,  to  sell  for  2/6  net  (this  was  wrongly  advertised 
in  last  week's  issue  as  2/-  net) ;  also  a  Special  Edition  of  250  copies  for  England  and  America,  printed  on  handmade 

paper,  to  sell  for  6/-  net. 

Dove  Dale  Revisited 

BY  "THE  AMATEUR  ANGLER" 

TOGETHER  WITH  OTHER 

ANGLING    and    HOLIDAY  SKETCHES. 


CHAP. 

1.  — Dove  Dale  revisited. 

2.  —      Do.  do. 

3— In  the  Vale  of  the  White  Horse. 


»  *  .  Contents  .   •  • 

cnA?, 

4.  — A  Day  on  the  Teme. 

5.  — A  Morning  Drive  and  an  Evening 

Walk. 

6.  — In  the  Golden  Valley. 


CH-AJ>. 

7.  — Hunting  for  Fishing. 

8.  — A  Day  on  the  Lea 

9.  — Fishing  in  the  Isle  of  Wight 
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addressed  to  the  Advertisemknt  Mahagek,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  30lb.  Stenness  Trout. 

I  WAS  chatting  with  Mr.  W.  A.  Webb  at  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club  not  long  since,  when  the  subject  of 
the  grand  Stenness  trout,  of  which  we  have  a 
finely- coloured  cast  by  Mr.  Malloch  in  the  club, 
and  Mr.  Webb,  who  often  fishes  there,  told  me  he 
knew  the  man  who  caught  it.  I  asked  him  it  he 
could  get  me  the  particulars  of  its  capture,  and  he 
very  kindly  got  this  letter  from  the  captor,  Mr. 
Wm.  McLeod : — 

"Bridge  of  Waithe,  Stenness,  Orkney,  N.B., 
"  Nov.  6,  1902. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I,  as  you  know,  caught  the  big 
Loch  Stenness  trout,  and  this  is  the  history  of  it. 

"  I  caught  it  on  March  15,  1889.  I  was,  during 
that  month,  fishing  long  lines  in  Stenness  for 
flounders  and  cod,  and  I  used  log  worm  or  sand 
worm  for  bait. 

"  I  had  the  previous  evening  set  a  long  line  at 
the  edge  of  the  shallow  water,  just  where  the  deep 
water  begins  along  the  shallow  at  the  point  of 
Onstone.  I  went  out  about  nine  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon  to  lift  my  line.  I  had  taken  in  a  good 
piece,  when  I  felt  something  very  heavy,  and  after 
a  piece  of  the  line  had  been  hauled,  the  fish  made  his 
appearance  and  jumped.  I  did  not  know  for  the 
moment  what  it  was,  but  I  knew  I  could  not  get  it 
into  the  boat  without  a  gaff,  and  I  had  none  with 
me  at  the  time.  I  had  no  chance  but  to  cut  the 
line  and  put  a  piece  of  wood  or  something  that 
happened  to  be  in  the  old  boat  to  keep  it  afloat, 
and  threw  the  lot  overboard.  I  then  rowed  down 
to  the  Bridge  of  Waithe,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
or  so,  for  a  gaff,  and  then  rowed  up  again  to  where 
I  threw  over  my  floating  affair.  After  looking 
about  a  bit,  I  saw  it  and  got  hold  of  it.  The  trout 
was  still  on,  h>ut  had  played  itself  pretty  well  out. 
I  got  it  alongside  and  gaffed  it  into  the  boat.  The 
boat  was  small  and  low  in  the  water,  and  I  thought 
it  would  jump  overboard  again. 

"  I  took  it  to  StromnesB  and  sold  it  to  Mr. 
^  lacKay,  botej  keeper,  who  has      set  up  in  the 


Stromness  Hotel.  It  weighed  301b.  when  taken 
out  of  the  water,  and  measured  3ft.  2in.  in  length 
and  2tt.  in  girfch. — Yours  truly, 

"  Mr.  W.  A.  Webb,  "  Wm.  McLbod. 

"  48,  Castle -street,  Liverpool." 

I  always  look  upon  this  as  the  finest  trout  I 
have  ever  seen,  even  a  handsomer  fish  than  one  of 
the  same  weight  caught  in  the  Lake  of  Geneva, 
which  I  saw  some  twelve  years  ago. 

The  German  postal  museum  has  just  paid  £1875 
for  a  rare  stamp — the  2d.  blue  Mauritius.  This  is 
said  to  be  the  highest  price  ever  paid  for  a  single 
stamp. 

The  58Jlb.  Norwegian  Salmon. 
By  the  courtesy  of  its  captor  I  am  able  to  give 
a  picture  of  the  58^1b.  salmon  caught  in  July  in 
Vos  Elv  (or  river  Vos)  on  Mr.  Sturdy's  water  near 
Evanger.  Pictures  of  the  pool  were  given  in  the 
Christmas  Number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  last 


A  Fine  BSljs.  Pikk  on  Vikw  at  Messes. 
Farlow's. 

Messrs.  C.  Farlow  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  191,  Strand, 
London,  have  a  very  handsome  and  well  set-up 
pike  of  351b.  on  view.  It  was  taken  by  one  of  their 
customers,  Mr.  Conway-]5elfield,  in  .July  last  on  a 
two  and  a-half  inch  gold  Devon  spinner. 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton's  "  Fishing  and  Shooting." 

One  of  the  best  books  on  sport  which  we  have 
had  for  a  long  time  is  "  Fishing  and  Shooting,"  by 
Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,  M.P.,  just  published  by  Mr. 
John  Murray,  with  most  attractive  illustrations — 
some  of  them  photogravures  of  fishing  and  shooting 
scenes  by  Mr.  Archibald  Thorbum,  others  repro- 
ductions of  quaint  old  sporting  prints.  "  Qud 
s' excuse  s' accuse ;  and  yet  I  feel  that  an  apology 
is  needed  for  the  production  of  another  book  on 
sport,"  says  Mr.  Buxton  in  his  preface ;  but  I 
am  sure  most  readers  of  his  book  will  agree  with 
me  that  no  apology  was  needed.    Possibly  the 


The  58§lb.  Vos  River  Salmon. 


The  58Jlb.  Norwegian  Salmon. 

year.  It  was  taken  with  prawn  on  single  gut 
trace  supplied  by  Mr.  John  Forrest,  of  Thomas- 
street,  Oxford-street,  on  an  eleven-foot  Hardy 
spinning  rod,  and  on  a  large  size  Coxon  "Ariel" 
slightly  altered  from  usual  pattern,  having 
German-silver  rim  and  two  small  castors  to  relieve 
strain  on  the  centre  pin.  The  extreme  length  was 
forty-nine  and  a-half  inches,  girth  just  forward  of 
dorsal  fin  thirty  and  a  quarter  inches. 

I  think  it  is  a  great  feather  in  Mr.  Coxon's  cap 
that  his  delicate  "Ariel "reel  should  have  stood 
the  strain  of  a  fight  with  such  a  grand  salmon. 


Be  "  Dacorum." 
"  Dear  Sir, — Holland's  translation  of  Camden 
(a.d.  1637)  gives  "  Dacor  "  as  the  name  of  a  small 
stream,  and  as  in  the  map  of  Hertford  in  this  work 
the  hundred  of  Dacorum  contains  the  sources  of 
no  fewer  than  nine  streams  it  is  not  altogether 
unreasonable  to  suppose  that  the  name  Dacorum 
is  intended  to  m^^an  the  place  of  rivers. — Yours 
truly,  nUjiNpY  Tipwy," 


lover  of  the  gun  will  feel  a  little  jealous  of  the 
author's  marked  preference  for  fly-fishing,  and 
some  anglers  will  certainly  disagree  with  his  state- 
ment that  no  other  fishing  can  with  it  compare, 
and  those  fly-fishers  who  are  not  dry-fly  enthusiasts 
will  not  agree  with  him  as  to  which  is  chalk  and 
which  is  cheese.  But  it  must  not  be  supposed 
from  this  that  our  author  despises  other  forms  of 
fly-fishing ;  as  with  the  famous  lover  of  port,  there 
is  port  and  port,  but  no  bad  port,  so  with  Mr. 
Buxton  there  is  fly-fishing  and  fly-fishing,  but  no 
bad  fly-fishing — except  with  the  Alexandra,  and 
that  is  not  fly-fishing. 

The  titles  of  the  chapters  will  convey  a  good 
idea  of  the  nature  of  the  work  :  "  The  Fascination 
of  Fly-fishing";  "Fly-fishing  and  Fly-fishing"; 
"  Chalk  Stream  and  Dry  Fly  "  ;  "A  Day  with  the 
May  Fly"  ;  "Fish  and  Fishermen";  "Elemen- 
tary"; "Flies";  "Odds  and  Ends  "  ;  "Salmon 
Fishing."  And  in  the  shooting  section  :  "  Attrac- 
tions "  ;  "  Our  Ancestors  "  ;  "  Our  Game  Birds  "  ; 
"Grouse  Driving";  "  Walking  Grouse  "  ;  "Par- 
tridge Driving";  "Covert  Shooting";  "The  Art 
of  Shooting — Flying";  "How  does  one  Shoot"; 
"  How  to  Hit  a  Haystack"  ;  "  How  not  to  do  it "  ; 
"  Odds  and  Ends." 

In  the  third  chapter  I  find  an  interesting  con- 
firmation of  an  experience  I  have  often  had — 
namely,  of  fish  on  a  lake  rising  at  the  fly,  both 
natural  and  artificial,  and  missing  it  time  after 
time,  just  as  it  they  rose  with  their  mouths  shut. 

Fishing  with  Matthew  Arnold. 
"  Chenies — what  delightful  memories  it  recalls! 
There,  some  twenty  years  or  so  ago,  I  went,  on 
more  than  one  occasion,"  says  Mr.  Buxton,  "  with 
Matthew  Arnold  to  enjoy  with  him  his  three  days' 
annual  Whitsun  fishing — days  which  to  him  were 
of  peculiar  delight.  How  well  I  remember  the 
quaint  old  inn,  the  quiet,  tree-shaded,  well-ordered 
village,  the  limpid  stream,  the  rising  trout,  and 
the  evenings  spent  with  the  most  genial  and 
delightful  of  men  1  His  preference  when  fishing 
was  for  numbers  rather  than  size,  mine  for  size 
rather  than  numbers.  So  he  cast  line  for  choice 
in  the  swift  and  gurgling  streams  below  the  mill, 
while  I  fished  the  deeper  and  stiller  waters  above, 
where  the  two  and  three  pounders  lay." 

Some  Tidy  Baskets. 
Although  Mr.  Buxton  has,  he  tells  us,  "  never 
caught  a  very  large  trout,"  he  has  certainly  made 
some  very  large  baskets,    'Jhe  best  day  h$  gver  had 
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for  weight  was  on  the  Beane,  in  Hertfordshire,  when 
he  caught,  chiefly  with  the  May  Fly,  twenty-three 
fish,  weighing  38|lb.  The  greatest  number  he  ever 
caught  in  one  day  with  the  dry  fly  was  on  the 
Gade,  when  with  the  May  Fly  he  landed  fifty 
over  a  pound,  or  671b.  in  all.  The  best  fishing  he 
ever  did  for  time  was  in  an  hour  and  a  half  on  the 
Mimram,  when  on  small  fly  and  Alder  he  got 
seven  fish,  weighing  13ilb. — one  fish  being  over 
31b.  .  .  .  Thanks  to  the  stealing  of  the  water 
by  the  Water  Company,  I  fear  that  the  Gade, 
Beane,  and  Mimram  might  have  on  their  notice 
boards  "  Ichabod  "  in  place  of  "  This  fishing  is 
strictly  private."  Mr.  Buxton  trusts  to  have  some 
more  good  days  before  he  goes,  and  when  his  time 
comes  hopes  to  persuade  Charon  to  let  him  loiter 
awhile  on  the  Styx,  and  to  cast  a  fly  over  its  turgid 
waters.  I  am  always  glad  to  come  across  an  angler 
who  shares  with  the  Red  Indian  the  hope  of  future 
happy  fishing  grounds,  though  I  confess  to  feeling 
unattracted  by  the  published  descriptions  of  the 
Stygian  flood. 

"  They're  na'  Gripping  It  Properly  the  Day." 

On  page  62  Mr.  Buxton  describes  an  experience 
of  the  action  of  the  trout  in  the  Kennet  when  the 
fish  were  "  taking  short,"  only  "chewing  the  fly," 
as  Cotton  called  it — though  eschewing  it  would  be 
nearer  the  mark,  for  if  a  fish  once  begins  "  chewing  " 
it's  all  right.  "  A  striking  instance  of  fish  coming 
short,  one  of  many,"  says  Mr.  Buxton,  "  occurred 
to  me  one  day  on  the  Kennet.  The  fish  were  rising 
moderately  well  all  day,  and  up  to  four  o'clock  I 
had  been  very  successful.  After  four  o'clock, 
though  the  trout  were  apparently  rising  as  freely, 
and,  indeed,  as  it  got  later,  more  freely  than 
before,  I  hardly  succeeded  in  landing  a  fish  ;  yet  I 
must  have  risen  and  touched  a  score  or  more." 
On  another  occasion,  on  the  Itchen,  fishing  with 
Olive  and  Grey  Quill,  he  rose  and  touched  twenty- 
one  good  trout  during  the  short  day  rise.  Once 
or  twice  this  season  I  had  experiences  almost 
identical  with  these,  and  it  is  quite  comforting  to 
find  such  a  good  angler  as  Mr.  Buxton  owning  up 
to  being  defeated  in  this  exasperating  way — and 
the  most  \maccountable  part  of  it  is  that  you  feel 
the  fish  so  often  give  a  tug  which  ought  to  be 
enough  to  send  the  hook  well  in.  After  one  of 
these  experiences  I  got  some  of  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's 
excellent  little  double-hook  midge  flies,  made  by 
Mr.  Forrest,  The  Square,  Kelso,  and  lay  his  son, 
Mr.  John  Forrest,  of  24,  Thomas-street,  Oxford- 
street,  London.  In  these  flies — which  float  well 
with  a  touch  of  parafiin — the  two  tiny  hooks  are 
not  soldered  together,  merely  tied  together,  and 
you  can  open  them  with  your  nail.  I  found  that 
they  reduced  the  number  of  short  rising  fish  in  a 
most  satisfactory  way.  In  fly  fishing  for  dace  I 
find  that  these  double-hook  midges  will  kill  three 
to  one  as  compared  with  the  single  hook,  and  it  is 
far  more  difficult  to  hook  dace  with  the  fly  than 
trout.  If  Mr.  Buxton  has  not  tried  these  beautiful 
little  flies,  I  hope  he  will  get  a  few,  including 
Greenwell's  Glory  and  Olive,  Red,  and  Grey  Quills. 
The  secret  is  that  the  fish  cannot  spit  them  out  so 
easily  as  they  seem  to  do  a  single  hook  on  some 
days. 

"  Traveller,"  "  Cruiser,"  "  Grubbbe," 
"  Bulger,"  "  Tailer." 

Mr.  Buxton  gives  some  account  of  experiences  of 
fishing  for  the  trout  which  travel  up  and  down  a 
stretch  of  water ;  of  the  trout  which  cruises  in  a 
limited  space ;  of  the  grubber,  bulger,  and  tailer, 
generally  with  the  remark  that  "  you  may  get  him, 
but  probably  won't." 

Nine  Hundred  and  Sixty  May  Flies  in  one 
Trout. 

On  page  97  Mr.  Buxton  has  an  interesting  note 
on  the  number  of  May  Fly  that  a  fish  will  con- 
sume. "  For  example,  Mr.  Holland-Hibbert,  a 
few  years  ago,  caught  a  trout  of  2pb.  on  a  May 
Fly.  It  could  only  have  been  feeding  for  four 
hours  at  most,  as  the  fly  did  not  come  on  till  four 
o'clock  and  the  fish  was  caught  at  eight,  yet  in  its 
stomach  were  no  less  than  nine  hundred  and  sixty 
May  Flies,  weighing  2Joz."  And  Mr.  Buxton 
himself  caught  a  fish  of  the  same  size  with  the 
fly  which  had  seventy-nine  minnows  inside  him  1 

It  is  possible  that  some  of  the  nine  hundred  and 
sixty  flies  were  swallowed  the  day  before  and  not 
digested.  I  do  not  believe  in  the  almost  instan- 
taneous digestion  theories  mentioned  by  some 
writers. 

The  chapter  on  "  Salmon  Pishing  "  and  the  rest 


of  the  book  I  must  reserve  for  another  note,  con- 
tenting myself  now  with  a  strong  recommendation 
to  my  readers  to  get  Mr.  Buxton's  capital  book, 
which  has  been  brought  out  by  Mr.  John  Murray 
in  the  most  attractive  style  imaginable. 

Brown's  New  '■  Ruddy  Pike  Phantom." 
Every  angler  who  uses  a  spinning  bait  for  pike 
should  see  the  new  "  Ruddy  Pike  Phantom " 
recently  brought  out  by  Messrs.  Wm.  Brown  &  Co., 
64,  George-street,  Aberdeen,  the  original  makers  of 
that  most  killing  of  spinning  baits,  "  The  Phantom." 
Of  course,  pike  are  attracted  by  colour,  and  the 
combination  of  red,  black,  and  gold  in  this  soft 
ruhhcr  bait  is  extremely  effective  and  taking,  and  I 
have  not  the  least  hesitation  in  recommending  it, 
especially  as  with  each  bait  a  capital  trace  is  given. 
In  trout  waters  where  there  are  pike  the  judicious 
use  of  this  bait  will  be  found  very  effective. 

A  Cross  between  Salmon  and  Loch  Leven 
Trout  for  Sale. 

I  am  glad  to  see  from  the  new  circular  of  the 
Howietoun  Fishery  Company  that  their  last  season 
was  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  history  of 
the  fishery.  I  notice  an  interesting  item  in  their 
list,  and  that  is  a  number  of  yearlings  and  two- 
year-olds  of  a  cross  between  S.  Salar  and  Loch 
Leven  trout,  which  are  said  to  be  seven-eighths 
trout  and  one-eighth  salmon. 

Fish  Cultueb  in  Victoria,  Austealu. 
An  interesting  Paper  on  "  Fish  and  Fish  Culture 
in  Victoria,  Australia,"  has  been  sent  to  me  by 
Mr.  Charles  Taylor,  an  old  Lea  angler,  and  now 
Hon.  Sec.  of  the  Ballarat  Fish  Acclimatisation 
Society,  and  I  hope  to  publish  it  soon. 

A  Quarter  of  a  Million  Salmon  sent  to  New 
Zealand  Last  Season. 
From  the  Howietoun  Fishery  Company's  circular 
I  see  that  last  season  they  sent  a  quarter  of  a 
million  salmon  eggs  in  two  consignments  to  New 
Zealand,  from  which  a  good  percentage  of  strong, 
healthy  fry  were  reared.  Certainly  the  way  the 
New  Zealand  Government  has  tried  year  after  year 
for  some  thirty  years  to  get  the  salmon  acclimatised 
is  one  of  the  most  interesting  things  in  connection 
with  fish  culture.    They  deserve  to  succeed. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


"ANGLEES"  WHO  SNATCH 
SALMON. 


As  long  as  salmon  swim  there  wiU  be  some  who 
will  try  to  get  them  by  "  hook  or  by  crook," 
illegally  or  otherwise,  as  the  case  may  be.  To  fish 
fair  and  square  is  every  true  angler's  duty  to  his 
neighbour,  and  he  who  does  otherwise  takes  a 
mean  advantage  of  his  privileges,  be  he  proprietor, 
tenant,  or  only  invited  guest.  The  downright 
poacher  goes  with  his  net  and  gaff  and  carries  on 
the  game  with  the  full  intention  of  breaking  the 
law  and  evading  punishment  if  he  can.  But  there 
is  another  class  who  would  feel  indignant  to  be 
called  poachers,  but  whose  tactics  are  very  little 
removed  from  those  of  the  "  chap  from  the  slums." 
They  try  to  keep  within  the  letter  of  the  law  while 
they  are  actually  breaking  it  in  the  spirit,  and  their 
moral  sense  of  right  and  wrong  is  so  blunted  that 
they  even  boast  of  their  achievements  in  the  killing 
of  fish,  and  are  not  unknown  to  even  challenge  the 
authorities  on  the  matter. 

Two  cases  have  recently  been  settled  out  of 
court  on  the  Don,  in  which  the  parties  had  the 
temerity  to  openly  challenge  conclusions  with 
the  powers  that  be ;  but  when  it  came  to  the 
scratch,  they  stumped  up  their  guineas,  and  so 
were  let  down  without  the  ordeal  of  publicity. 
The  pity  is  that  the  local  boards  can  be  so  easily 
won  over,  and  in  future  legislation  such  "  back- 
office  "  fines  should  be  made  impossible  by  criminal 
prosecution  in  open  court. 

Where  ignorance  of  the  law  exists,  due  warning 
and  private  settlement  may  be  permitted  in  very 
exceptional  cases.  For  example,  a  sportsman  little 
up  in  knowing  clean  or  seasonable  salmon  from 
kelts  may,  from  sheer  want  of  knowledge,  make  an 
innocent  mistake,  and  land  a  "  kelt  "  for  a  clean 
fish.  This  has  happened  dozens  of  times  on  every 
salmon  river  of  note  in  the  country,  and  only  last 
summer  an  innocent  and  nice  old  gentleman  on  a 
reach  of  the  Dee  invited  the  local  watcher  to  come 
and  see  his  capture — some  seven  well-mended  kelts. 


and  which  cost  him  close  on  .£20  to  get  hushed  up. 
If  he  had  gon.e  into  court  and  pleaded  ignorance 
he  would  have  been  let  down  with  a  nominal  fine ; 
but  private  settlements  are  charged  at  a  higher 
rate  —  the  maximum  in  most  cases  —  and  the 
Fishery  Board  gets  the  "  haul "  without  much 
trouble  or  expense. 

These  private  settlements,  however,  should  be 
only  allowed  in  cases  of  sheer  ignorance,  as  much 
wholesome  influence  for  good  is  otherwise  lost, 
which  would  act  as  a  deterrent  and  a  warning  to  a 
class  of  evil-doers  bent  on  making  a  bag,  be  it  with 
leaded  devon,  snigger,  monkey  or  other  brand  out- 
side the  pale  of  fair  angling. 

Fish  will  at  times  get  foul-hooked  vmder  the  very 
best  of  conditions,  and  with  the  fly  as  readily  as 
anything  else ;  but  in  ninety-nine  out  of  every 
hundred  such  cases  the  fish  came  of  its  own  free 
will  to  the  lure,  and  the  lure  itself  was  of  the 
orthodox  type,  such  as  no  angler  would  blush  to 
be  seen  with.  In  this  case  the  foul-hooking  was 
purely  accidental,  and  as  much  a  surprise  to  the 
angler  as  to  anyone  else,  while  in  the  other  cases 
we  allude  to  the  foul-hooking  is  intentional,  the 
lures  are  made  for  the  purpose,  and  the  fish  have 
no  intention  but  to  avoid  them,  which  at  the  time 
they  are  unable  to  do.  This  is  the  class  of  illegal 
lures  we  would  allude  to,  made  for  the  purpose, 
and  often  to  the  order  of  sportsman  (save  the 
mark)  who  can  manipulate  them  to  do  the  needful 
as  they  think  inside  the  law. 

The  "  sniggerer  "  goes  to  the  river  with  a  bar  of 
lead  well  armed  with  the  largest  cod-hooks  obtain- 
able for  sea  fishing.  He  throws  the  instrument  over 
the  "  lie  "  of  the  fish,  and  then  jerks  it  into  his  side 
and  then  hauls  it  ashore.  But  the  gentleman  (sic) 
poacher  has  finer  methods.  He  uses  a  salmon 
rod,  reel,  and  line  to  match,  but  a  heavily  leaded 
Stewart  tackle,  with  little  attempt  at  baiting  it. 
This  is  styled  *' jiggering"  on  the  Deveron,  where 
the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  has  put  his  foot 
down  on  it  so  emphatically  that  several  parties 
attempting  it,  or  being  reported  as  using  it,  have 
been  denied  his  waters.  And  quite  right  too. 
Leaded  flies  or  tackle  of  any  description  that  take 
the  fish  nolens  volens  are  illegal  lures,  and  all 
using  them  poachers,  if  not  of  the  deepest  dye  at 
least  of  a  hue  deep  enough  to  paint  them  black 
and  prohibit  them  from  enjoying  the  privileges  and 
society  of  true,  honest,  and  respectable  sportsmen. 

It  is  not  a  difficult  matter  to  draw  a  sharp  line 
between  a  perfectly  fair  lure  and  an  unfair  one — a 
legal  and  an  illegal  one ;  and  if  there  be  any  dubiety, 
then  let  expert  witnesses  on  either  side  be  called 
to  say  so,  and  if  the  evidence  be  equally  for  and 
against,  then  give  the  accused  the  benefit  of  any 
reasonable  doubt.  A  salmon  will  take  such  a 
variety  of  baits  and  flies  of  such  fearful  and  won- 
derful construction,  that  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  in  certain  waters,  when  nine  out  of  every  ten 
fish  are  foul-hooked,  there  is  "  something  rotten  in 
the  state  of  Denmark,"  and  drastic  steps  ought  at 
once  to  be  taken  to  put  it  right,  and  make  it 
impossible  to  angle  (?)  with  Devons  beyond  a 
certain  size,  "  monkeys,"  sniggers,  jiggers,  or  other 
questionable  instruments,  without  incurring  the 
severest  penalties  as  well  as  public  exposure. 

G.  M. 


STAGGEEEES. 


I  DO  not  mean  superlative  staggerers  of  humanity, 
such  as  skedaddling  from  Pretoria  by  the  back  door 
and  leaving  somebody  else  the  dogs  of  war  to  hold. 
I  refer  to  a  class  of  mild  piscatorial  staggerers, 
about  equal  in  effect  to  that  the  strange  minister 
must  have  felt  when,  after  preaching  for  forty-five 
minutes  on  the  horrors  and  sins  of  indulgence 
in  strong  drink,  the  choir  with  sweet  ingenuousness 
got  up  and  sang  "  Oh,  taste  and  see  1 " 

I  have  heard  it  argued  that  the  dictionary 
definition  of  an  angler — "one  that  catches  fish 
with  an  angle  " — is  altogether  misleading,  viewed 
in  the  light  of  incontrovertible  modern  facts;  and 
that  the  amended  definition,  to  be  strictly  in  accord 
with  present  day  circumstances,  should  read,  "  one 
that  explains  by  plausible  reasons  why  he  didn't 
catch  a  fish."  Anyhow,  I  think  the  main  of  us 
will  readily  admit  that  there  is  no  sport  which 
admits  of  theory  and  argument  more  readily  than 
angling;  and  when  there  is  a  lot  of  theorising 
there  are  usually  a  few  promiscuous  slaps  in  the 
face  to  be  met  with.  These  slaps  may  not  convince 
us  of  the  errors  of  our  ways ;  they  may  not,  viewed 


NOYEMBER  15,  1902 


THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 


341 


calmly,  prove  any  particular  doctrine  ;  but  they 
may  stagger  us  just  for  the  moment. 

I  am  not  sure  that  I  have  not  mentioned  before 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  the  following  incident 
A  few  years  ago  I  was  standing  in  the  thin  water 
at  the  edge  of  a  placid  pool  on  the  Wharfe.  The 
river  was  low  and  clear  as  gin,  and  I  was  making  no 
attempt  at  concealment  as  I  changed  a  fly  on  my 
cast.  According  to  aU  recognised  rules  of  the  game 
every  trout  within  fifty  yards  of  me  should  long 
ago  have  scuttled  away  in  alarm  to  tell  its  friends 
and  relatives  higher  up  the  river  that  the  plague 
had  come,  and  that  they  had  better  get  vaccinated 
at  once  against  anything  so  catching  as  March 
Browns  and  Waterhen  Bloas.  Yet,  as  my  flies 
dropped  from  my  fingers  into  the  water  at  my  feet, 
a  trout  rose  to  one  of  them  within  a  couple  of  yards 
of  me,  although  the  water — full  of  submerged 
boulders  certainly — was  not  more  than  six  inches 
deep.  I  was  so  taken  aback  for  the  moment  that 
I  could  make  no  attempt  to  strike ;  and  the  fish, 
finding  the  steel  sauce  a  trifle  too  piquant,  made  a 
broad  arrow  up  stream. 

Then,  here  is  another  "  bit  of  a  facer."  It  is 
generally  conceded  that  in  wet-fly  fishing  three — 
or,  at  the  very  outside,  four— flies  are  as  many  as 
can  possibly  be  used  at  once  with  advantage ;  that, 
in  fact,  it  is  ridiculous  to  attempt  to  fish  with 
more,  and  that  your  success  will  decrease  in  inverse 
ratio  as  the  number  of  your  flies  increases.  In  the 
face  of  this  it  is  rather  curious  to  find  one  of  the 
best-known  fly  fishers  in  Wharfedale,  and  the  most 
consistently  successful  I  know  in  Yorkshire,  invari- 
ably fishing  with  seven,  eight,  and  nine  flies  on 
his  cast.  "  Let  'em  have  sunamat  to  be  going  on 
with  I  They'll  think  it's  a'hatch  coming  down !"  is 
his  creed.  I  do  not  know  that  this  particular  angler 
is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Charles  Keene's  famous 
irascible  fisherman  who,  not  having  had  a  rise  all 
day,  flang  his  fly-book  into  the  stream  with 
"  There  !  Take  your  choice  !  "  But  it  is  a  positive 
fact  that  he  catches  more  fish  than  two  or  three 
average  fly  fishers  together.  I  do  not  put  this 
statement  forward  as  an  argument  in  favour  of 
launching  a  disintegrated  feather-bed  on  the 
stream  at  every  cast.  Personally,  in  fishing  the 
Wharfe  I  never  exceed  four  flies  on  my  cast,  and 
am  often  content  with  three ;  but  I  sometimes 
wonder  if  things  and  theories  are  what  they  seem, 
and  I  murmur  with  Bret  Harte — 

If,  of  all  words  of  tongue  and  pen, 
The  saddest  are,  "It  might  have  been," 

More  sad  are  these  we  daily  see : 
"It  is,  but  hadn't  ought  to  be  1 " 

Literary  angling  staggerers  are  more  common 
than  thirty-pound  pike.  The  Strand  Magazine,  in 
an  article  on  "  February,"  says  :  "  The  trout  takes 
unto  himself  a  wife  early  this  month,"  etc.,  which 
is  calculated  to  mislead  the  unsophisticated  reader 
into  the  notion  that  this  is  the  general  spawning 
time  for  trout ;  while,  of  course,  every  pisciculturist 
knows  that,  though  there  may  be  a  few  late 
spawners  in  February,  the  general  honeymoon 
season  for  trout  is  November  and  the  early  part  of 
December. 

A  few  years  ago  I  came  across  a  little  pamphlet 
on  "Fishing,"  published  in  1862,  in  "Young 
England's  Library."  The  work  is  written  in  that 
touching,  dismal  style  peculiar  to  the  juvenile 
literature  of  that  time — for  example,  "  We  remem- 
ber a  little  boy  wanted  to  make  a  line  for  himself, 
who  went  to  a  stable  where  large  white  cart-horses 
were  kept.  He  began  to  pull  the  long  hair  from 
their  tails,  when  one  of  them  kicked  him  in  the 
head.  His  father  and  mother  cried  very  much,  and 
the  doctors  did  all  they  could  to  save  him,  but  he 
died  the  next  day,  and  instead  of  fishing  through 
the  beautiful  summer  he  was  carried  away  and 
buried  in  the  cold  grave."  A  little  later  the  booklet 
goes  on  :  "  As  to  bait,  we,  of  course,  shall  protest 
strongly  against  the  use  of  '  live '  bait :  to  thread  a 
living  worm  on  a  hook,  or  to  pass  a  hook  through 
the  body  of  a  living  fish,  as  bait,  is  to  us  a  piece  of 
cruelty  which  we  hope  none  of  our  readers  will  be 
guilty  of ;  if  we  thought  they  would  we  should 
not  write  another  line."  Then,  after  this  stem 
denunciation  of  needless  cruelty,  the  author  serenely 
advises  "  trolling  "  or  gorge-bait  fishing  for  pike  as 
"  the  beat  way,"  recommending  you  to  give  the 
fish  ten  minutes  in  which  to  swallow  the  bait, 
presumably  because  there  is  nothing  cruel  about 
dragging  a  fish  out  of  water  by  his  lacerated  entrails. 

Keccntly,  too,  I  stumbled  upon  an  amusing 
staggerer,  bom  of  ignorance,  in  a  work  of  fiction 


by  a  popular  novelist.  The  scene  was  laid  on  the 
bank  of  a  north  country  river.  With  delicate  fly- 
rod  and  gossamer  tackle,  a  skilful  angler  was 
unsuccessfully  plying  his  art,  with  a  child  as  his 
companion.  The  child  begged  to  be  allowed  to 
fish.  Somehow  she  bungled  out  the  flies  in  a  heap 
on  the  water  a  few  yards  from  the  bank.  A  fish 
rose  to  one  of  the  flies.  Instinctively  she  jerked 
up  the  rod  with  all  her  might,  and  a  beautifully 
conditioned,  whacking  big  grayling  flew  up  out  of 
the  water,  and  was  propelled  over  her  head  yards 
and  yards  away  into  the  wood  behind  her — and 
neither  the  hair-like  gut  nor  the  delicate  rod-top 
was  smashed  either  1  There's  a  feat  for  you  I  not 
to  mention  the  fact  that  the  big  grayling  was  in 
good  condition,  and  was  allowed  to  be  carried  home 
by  an  irreproachable  sportsman  during  the  close 
season. 

Finally,  here  is  a  staggerer  of  another  kind. 
Some  years  ago  a  friend  came  to  me  in  a  state  of 
trouble  and  perplexity. 


Salmon  of  11  inches. 


"  Look  here,  old  man,"  he  began,  very  earnestly ; 
"  suppose  I  inadvertently  trespass  on  another 
fellow's  private  length  of  the  river,  and  suppose  the 
other  fellow's  keeper  catches  me.  Can  he  smash 
my  rod,  and  take  all  my  fish  and  tackle  from  me, 
and  bash  my  nose  in,  and  chuck  me  neck  and  crop 
into  the  river  ?  " 

"  No,  certainly  not,"  I  replied,  encouragingly, 

"  You're  sure — quite  sure,  he  couldn't  ?  "  he  per- 
sisted, eagerly. 

"  Yea,  absolutely  sure." 

"  Well,  but  he  did,"  was  the  pathetic  rejoinder. 

W.  Garter  Platts, 


AMSRIOAN  Books,— 'A  Catalogue  of  American  books  In  Tarlous 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Qo.,  Umlted,  St,  Danitan'cHouse,  Fetter-Une,  I<ondoD. 


TO  DISTINGUISH  SEA-TKOUT 
FKOM  YOUNG  SALMON. 


The  illustrations  here  reproduced  are  from  those 
given  by  the  Scandinavian  ichthyologists  Dr.  Dahl 
and  Professor  Feddersen  as  a  result  of  a  long 
series  of  practical  experiments  carried  out  by  Dr. 
Dahl,  who  points  out  the  following  distinguishing 
characteristics : — 

(1)  The  salmon  is  much  more  slender  in  build, 
especially  towards  the  tail  {nee  illustrations). 

(2)  The  gill  cover  of  the  sea-trout  is  of  a  stumpy 
pointed  shape  behind ;  the  gill  cover  of  the  salmon 
has  a  flat  indentation  in  this  part.  This  difl"erence 
is  the  most  constant  and  certain  {see  illustrations). 

(3)  The  upper  jaw  extends  back  beyond  the 
position  of  the  eye  in  the  sea-trout ;  in  the  salmon 
only  as  far  as  the  back  edge  of  the  eye. 


Sea-Teoui  of  10  Inches. 


THE  RECENT  SEA  ANGLING  FESTIVAL 
AT  HASTINGS  AND  ST.  LEONARDS. 

Some  of  our  readers  cannot  \mderstand  from  the 
published  reports  how  it  was  that  the  first  prize — 
namely,  the  gold  medal  and  championship  trophy 
— was  won  by  Mr.  F.  C.  Fortt,  of  the  Bath  Anglers' 
Association,  with  a  basket  of  171b.  2oz.,  when  his 
catch  was  inferior  to  the  catch  of  Mr.  J.  H, 
Latham  who  got  201b.  3oz.,  and  Mr.  F.  S.  Mann  who 
took  181b.  2^oz.  The  conditions  were  that  the  first 
prize  was  open  only  to  bond  fide  club  members, 
the  others  being  open  to  any  anglers.  Mr.  Fortt 
was  a  club  member,  the  other  gentlemen  were 
described  as  "  unattached  " — that  is,  as  not  belong- 
ing to  any  club.  This  explains  why  171b.  2oz. 
beat  201b.  3oz. 
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TEOUT  FISHING  AB  OVO. 
By  James  Conway, 
Author  of  "  Forays  among  Salmon  and  Deer,"  etc. 

(Continued  from  page  323.) 
CHAPTER  111.— continued. 

Next  day,  Tuesday,  we  had  an  early  breakfast, 
and  started  to  walk  about  ten  miles  to  King's 
House,  thence  to  proceed  later  to  Balachulish, 
sixteen  miles  more,  our  luggage  being  forwarded  by 
coach  to  the  latter  place. 

The  first  stage  of  this  walk  was  again  through 
the  Black  Mount  forest,  and  the  scenery  very  wild. 
After  refreshing  and  resting  at  King's  House  we 
walked  in  the  afternoon  to  the  pass  of  Glen  Coe, 
certainly  surpassing  in  dreary  and  rugged  wildness 
anything  I  have  seen  in  Scotland.  Traversing  it 
some  years  later,  after  having  been  on  a  walking 
tour  in  Switzerland,  I  was  reminded  by  it  of  some 
of  the  sternest  parts  of  the  St.  Gothard  route  over 
the  Alps,  but  I  think  it  even  exceeds  these  in 
savageness.  Here  we  paused,  about  half  way, 
while  for  a  couple  of  hours  we  threw  fly  over  a 
small  loch  named  Treaghtan,  where  we  caught 
among  us  about  two  dozen  trout,  but  they  were  all 
small.  Hovering  about  the  lofty  crags  above  us 
we  saw  a  pair  of  eagles,  which  had  doubtless  their 
eyrie  on  some  inaccessible  shelf  on  the  face  of  a 
precipice.  Our  attention  was  first  drawn  to  them 
by  an  occasional  bark,  not  unlike  that  of  a  dog,  in 
the  air  above  us. 

A  keen  wind  blew  through  the  pass,  and 
although  filled  with  admiration  at  the  grand  and 
stern  surroundings,  we  were  not  sorry  to  begin  the 
descent  on  the  other  side,  and  to  see  the  waters  of 
Loch  Leven  lying  below  us. 

Balachulish  was  reached  about  ten  in  the 
evening,  beautifully  situated,  almost  close  to  the 
lake,  which  is  really  an  inland  arm  of  the  sea. 

Next  day,  Wednesday,  having  booked  our  luggage 
to  go  by  steamer  to  Fort  William,  we  crossed  the 
lake  to  its  northern  shore  and  set  off  on  foot  for 
that  place.  Of  this  particular  stage  there  is  not 
much  to  be  said,  except  that  the  views  along  Loch 
Leven  and  further  on  down  Loch  Linnhe  are 
exceedingly  beautiful — lofty  mountains  to  the 
north  and  stretching  away  westward  to  the  brown 
hills  of  Mull;  on  the  east  the  heights  of  Glen 
Coe,  and  eastward,  Ben  Nevis,  king  of  British 
mountains,  still  striped  with  snow  and  towering 
above  the  "chaotic  band  ot  brother"  heights 
which  cluster  round  it.  Of  its  kind  the  scenery 
here  is  probably  unequalled.  We  arrived  at  Fort 
William  early  in  the  afternoon,  after  a  walk  of 
about  seventeen  miles.  The  evening  was  spent  in 
strolling  along  the  banks  of  the  river  Lochy,  one 
of  the  best  salmon  rivers  in  Scotland,  and  we  saw 
a  number  of  salmon  leaping  in  their  course 
upward.  The  fine  old  ruins  of  Inverlochy  Castle 
were  also  inspected. 

Here  our  intention  had  been  to  visit  Oban  by 
the  Caledonian  Canal  steamer,  which  would  pass 
the  following  day,  and  so  on  to  Stafifa  and  lona  to 
see  the  wonderful  basaltic  cavern,  but  we  were 
told  that  we  could  travel  by  mail  cart  through  very 
pretty  country  to  Arisaig  on  the  west  coast,  and 
there  catch  the  steamer,  which  we  agreed  to  do. 
On  Thursday,  accordingly,  we  took  our  seats  on 
the  small  mail  cart  and  drove  along  the  shores  of 
Loch  Eil,  which  is  really  a  branch  of  Loch  Linnhe, 
the  scenery  being  very  pretty ;  then,  skirting  the 
upper  end  of  Loch  Shiel,  where  a  monument  sur- 
mounted by  a  huge  statue  of  Prince  Charlie  tells 
that  that  unfortunate  prince  there  first  unfurled 
his  banner  in  '4.5,  we  passed  through  the  beauties 
of  Glenfinnan  to  Aylort,  thence,  skirting  two  or 
three  small  arms  of  the  sea,  and  passing  a  glen 
called  Borrowdale,  we  reached  Arisaig,  after  a 
drive  of  some  thirty-five  miles  of  much  and  varied 
beauty,  early  in  the  evening. 

Here,  however,  we  met  with  our  first  dis- 
appointment. It  is  an  oft-quoted  saying  of 
Scotland's  humble  bard,  Bobbie  Bums,  that 

The  best-laid  schemes  of  mice  and  men 
Gang  aft  a-gley. 

On  making  inquiry  as  to  the  hour  when  the 
steamer  would  call  at  the  place,  we  were  informed 
that  it  never  called  there  at  all,  but  that  we  might 
possibly  catch  it  out  at  sea  next  morning  it  we 
hired  a  boat  and  a  couple  of  men  and  put  out  to 
intercept  it.  As  it  was  too  late  to  return  to  Fort 
AVilliam  we  had  to  accept  the  inevitable  and 
arrange  to  do  this.    The  accomilaodation  at  thd 


only  inn  was  very  poor.  We  had  to  put  up  with  a 
primitive  meal  of  fish  and  barley  bannocks,  then  a 
stroll  along  the  very  dreary  shore,  a  bathe  in  the 
sea,  with  water  untainted  by  human  vicinage  or 
traffic,  and  clear  as  crystal,  where  sea-urchins  and 
other  fish  could  be  seen  moving  among  the  long 
waving  arms  of  sea-weed  several  feet  below  the 
surface  of  the  calm  water  "  lapping  on  the  crags." 
"  Early  to  bed  "  in  order  "  early  to  rise  "  and  so 
make  sure  of  our  steamer.  The  following  day, 
after  an  early  breakfast  of  porridge,  fish,  and  milk, 
we  got  our  luggage  on  board  a  boat,  which  we  had 
engaged  on  the  previous  evening,  and  put  off,  with 
a  couple  of  stout  Highlanders  at  the  oars. 

We  rowed  out  for  several  miles,  but  again  were 
disappointed,  as  no  steamer  ever  hove  in  sight. 
We  put  about  several  times,  hoping  that  she  might 
yet  appear,  but  eventually  had  again  to  abandon 
our  plan,  and  decide  to  make  for  the  nearest  point 
of  the  Isle  of  Skye.  We  passed  the  nicely  wooded 
and  rocky  islands  of  Eig  and  Hum,  which  induced 
the  joke  that  we  should  not  object  to  a  liquid 
mixture  of  the  two  in  a  tumbler  to  cheer  our  spirits, 
flagging  under  disappointment.  On  the  way  we 
saw  several  seals,  whose  countenances,  suddenly 
rising  above  the  water,  had  6u;h  a  very  human 
appearance  that,  although  we  took  my  gun  from 
its  case,  we  could  not  bring  ourselves  to  fire  at 
them.  I  killed  two  gulls  at  one  shot,  and  the 
Governor,  as  a  porpoise  rolled  over  close  to  the 
bo  it,  snatched  up  my  weapon  and  fired  at  it,  but 
without,  as  far  as  we  could  see,  producing  any 
efiect,  as  it  rolled  up  again  two  or  three  times  in 
our  rear.  About  7  p.m.  we  touched  the  shore  of 
Skye  at  a  small  hamlet  called  Armadale.  We 
found  a  cottage  which  went  by  the  name  ot  the 
Inn,  but  the  accommodation  belied  the  name, 
there  being  only  one  apartment  for  all  purposes 
for  visitors,  but  as  there  was  nothing  better  to  be 
had  within  sixteen  mUes  we  were  fain  to  put  up 
with  it.  The  fare  here  was  of  the  poorest;  on 
making  inquiry  we  found  that  we  could  only  get 
some  fish  and  oatcake.  I  went  to  look  for  a  baker's 
shop,  but  there  was  none  in  the  place,  and  at  last 
it  was  suggested  that  as  Armadale  Castle  was  little 
more  than  a  mile  distant  we  might  be  able  to  pro- 
cure a  wheaten  loaf  there.  The  castle,  situated 
among  extensive  plantations,  and  with  a  fine  view 
towards  the  mainland,  was  at  that  time  in  the 
hands  of  masons  undergoing  extensive  repairs,  but 
there  were  still  some  servants  resident,  who  might 
take  pity  on  the  destitute  Englishers,  so  I  obtained 
a  boy  to  go  on  this  errand,  giving  him  money  to 
pay  for  the  purchase.  In  due  course  he  returned, 
bringing  a  loaf  which  was  almost  mouldy  from  age, 
the  Highland  servants  evidently  preferring  their 
native  barley  bannocks  or  oatcakes.  Such  as  it 
was  we  had  to  make  the  best  ot  it  to  eke  out  a 
miserable  meal.  But  we  determined  to  get  out  ot 
this  inhospitable  place  as  soon  as  we  could.  We 
had  a  stroll  along  the  shore  and  then  turned  in  for 
the  night,  all  three  having  to  sleep  in  the  one 
room.  To  the  Governor,  as  senior,  we  gave  the 
one  bed,  Mallett  obtaining  a  mattress  laid  on  two 
tables,  while  I  had  another  mattress  laid  on  three 
chairs.  The  vermin  were  voracious,  and  our  sleep 
was  troubled.  We  were  naturally,  vmder  these 
circumstances,  stirring  betimes  the  following 
morning,  and  after  a  poor  meal  on  the  remainder 
ot  the  musty  bread  and  fish  I  went  out  to  do  all  I 
could  to  hire  a  conveyance  to  take  our  luggage,  but 
not  even  a  pony  and  cart  was  to  be  found,  as  they 
were  all  away  stacking  peat.  I  therefore  decided 
to  leave  my  friends  in  charge  of  the  luggage  and  to 
walk  off  myself  either  to  Eil  Oronsay,  eight 
and  a  half  miles,  or  to  Broadford,  sixteen  miles  ofl', 
to  obtain  a  vehicle.  At  the  former  place  all  were 
engaged  in  carting  herrings,  so  I  had  to  proceed  to 
the  latter.  At  the  Broadford  Inn,  a  respectable 
establishment,  I  procured  a  dog-cart,  which  was 
despatched  at  once  to  Armadale  to  bring  hither  my 
friends  and  out  luggage,  but  although  the  driver 
started  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  they  did 
not  arrive  until  after  one  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
or  more  than  nine  hours  for  the  double  journey  of 
thirty-two  miles,  being  rather  longer  than  a  man's 
pace  on  foot.  They  were  both  almost  desperate 
from  hunger.  However,  "  all's  well  that  ends 
well,"  and  we  were  once  more  comfortably  located 
to  spend  a  quiet  Sabbath.  After  writing  up  our 
diaries  we  then  attended  service  at  the  Established 
Kirk,  where  we  heard  a  long  argumentative  dis- 
course on  abstruse  theological  questions,  which 
would  have  sent  an  English  congregation  to  sleep  ; 
but  it  is  remarkable  how  the  Highlanders  will  sit 


out,  and  take  an  interest  in,  these  long-winded 
addresses,  sometimes  even  applauding  some  telling 
remark  ot  the  preacher.  The  shepherds,  accom- 
panied by  their  dogs,  their  wives,  and  children,  will 
walk  through  the  hills  a  dozen  miles  to  kirk,  and 
not  uncommonly  remain  through  two  long  dis- 
courses, one  in  English  and  one  in  Gaelic,  and  if 
there  is  a  collection,  as  there  always  is  in  the  Free 
Kirk,  every  man,  woman,  and  child  contributes  as 
a  point  of  honour.  Later  in  the  day,  leaving  the 
Governor  to  smoke  his  pipe  of  peace  and  chat  with 
the  landlord,  Mallett  and  myself  visited  a  cave 
where  some  Norwegian  prince  and  his  followers 
are  said  to  have  been  buried.  We  then  mounted 
the  hill  at  the  rear  of  the  hotel,  some  3000ft.  in 
height,  and  named  Ben-na-Caillach,  or  "  the  Hill 
of  the  Old  Woman,"  being  the  first  of  the  Cuchullin 
range,  and  a  stiff  climb.  The  view  from  the 
summit  well  repaid  us  for  the  exertion,  for  it  was 
certainly  one  ot  the  finest  which  I  ever  saw  of  its 
kind.  Just  as  we  gained  the  cairn  on  the  top 
some  light  gauze-like  clouds  began  to  drift  over, 
and  as  they  shut  out,  or  gradually  admitted,  the 
sight  of  our  surroundings,  the  effect  was  very  like 
a  series  ot  beautiful  and  ever  varying  dissolving 
views.  Far  as  the  eye  could  see  were  water  and 
land  intermixed,  in  almost  equal  proportions  ; 
mountain  rising  beyond  mountain,  but  an  arm  of 
the  sea  winding  in  between  almost  every  two. 
Sleeping  bays  lay  buried  among  huge  crags  and 
precipices,  or  bare  conical  hills  ;  or  tapering  head- 
lands ran  out  into  the  open  sea.  In  one  ot  these 
salt  water  lochs  lay  a  fleet  ot  herring  boats,  more 
than  thirty  in  number.  To  the  west  rose  all  the 
heights  of  Skye,  and  beyond  these  the  hills  ot 
North  Uist,  To  the  north  the  Isle  of  Lewis  was 
visible;  and  to  the  west  a  whole  herd  ot  moun- 
tains crowded  together  on  the  mainland,  presenting 
an  endless  variety  ot  outline,  and  a  multiplicity  of 
light  and  shade.  As  the  sun  began  to  sink  behind 
the  Cuchullin  hills,  famed  in  Ossianic  song,  we 
began  our  descent.  I  forgot  to  say  that  in  our 
ascent  I  killed  a  viper,  which  was  basking  upon 
the  flat  surface  ot  a  boulder,  unpleasantly  near  my 
face,  as  I  passed  close  by  it,  stooping  forward. 
They  are  by  no  means  attractive  looking  objects, 
and  in  such  positions  will  sometimes  make  a  dart 
at  one's  face  ;  and,  I  am  told,  that  they  occasionally 
kill  a  sheep  by  a  bite  in  the  face.  While  working 
our  way  down  I  came  upon  a  ptarmigan's  nest 
with  three  eggs.  Two  proved  to  be  ready  for 
hatching,  but  the  young  ones  inside  were  dead, 
and  the  third  was  rotten  ;  and  having  blown  it,  I 
brought  it  away  with  me.  We  reached  the  inn  ■ 
after  an  absence  of  four  and  a  halt  hours,  most  . 
enjoyably  spent,  in  time  for  supper  and  bed,  in  ; 
comfortable  quarters.  ; 
(To  be  continued.) 


THE  BISHOP'S  SUNDAY  FISHING. 


In  the  August  number  of  Scrihner  Mary  Raymond 
Shipman  Andrews  had  a  delightful  story,  "  The 
Grandfathers  ot  Bob,"  beautifully  illustrated  by 
A,  B.  Frost.  Bob  tells  how  one  grandfather,  a 
lawyer,  declares  that  "  the  man  who  kills  game 
out  of  season  is  guilty  ot  a  very  grave  offence, 
legally  and  morally,"  and  how  very  nearly  the 
stern  lawyer  came  to  committing  the  offence  he 
had  condemned.  Bob's  other  Grandfather  is  equally 
severe  in  denouncing  Sunday  fishing.  How  he 
was  lured  into  committing  this  sin  is  a  story  so  good 
that  it  must  be  condensed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  readers. 

They  are  all  seated  at  dinner.  The  Judge  has 
just  laid  down  the  law  against  killing  game  out  of 
season.    Mr.  Wade  speaks  : 

"  The  Judge  is  right.  Bishop.  Now  it's  your 
turn  to  voice  your  sentiments  as  a  head  ot  the 
church.  You're  not  a  hunter,  but  what  about 
fishing  on  Sunday,  when  you  get  off  into  camp, 
where  one  day  is  exactly  like  another  ?  Don't  you 
think  you  might  let  yourself  lose  count  a  trifle 
some  nice  cloudy  Sunday  morning  when  the  trout 
were  rising  well  and  the  wind  was  good  for  casting  ? 
Tell  us  how  you  really  feel  about  that.  Bishop." 

Bob  tells  the  story  : 

Well,  now,  dignity  seemed  to  bristle  right  out  of 
Grandpapa's  flannel  shirt-collar.  He  waited  a 
second,  and  then  he  said,  with  a  sort  of  a  click, 
like  a  Maxim  rapid-fire  gun  before  it  goes  off : 

"  Mr.  Wade,  I  have  remembered  the  Sabbath 
day  to  keep  it  holy  a  great  many  years.  I  am  not 
likely  to  forget  it  now." 
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Mr.  Wade  shut  up  like  a  Jack-in-the-box. 

The  downfall  of  Grandpapa,  the  Bishop,  was 
Walter's  doing,  and  he  did  it,  like  the  sirens,  by 
singing.  But  now  Walter's  singing  would  give  a 
siren  a  fit.  He  has  two  especial  tunes — if  you  can 
call  them  that — for  mornings  when  he's  dressing. 
For  week-days  it  is  "  I  Want  to  Be  an  Angel,"  and 
for  Sundays,  '•  Nita,  Juanita."  He  says  he  reserves 
that  for  the  Sabbath  day  because  he  considers  his 
execution  of  it  is  superior.  We  had  been  about 
ten  days  in  camp  when  an  evil  spirit  entered  into 
Walter  one  Sunday  morning,  and  instead  of  singing 
"  Nita,  waw-haw-haw-anita.  Ask  thy  soul  if  we 
must  part,"  I  heard,  first,  shrieks  and  yells  as  of  a 
soul  in  pain — by  which  I  knew  he  was  finishing  his 
bath  and  emptying  a  final  bucket  of  cold  spring 
water  over  himself — then  a  gigantic  sigh  of  con- 
tent, the  agony  being  over,  and  then  a  peaceful 
bellowing  of : 

I  want  to  be  an  ange-eye-ell, 
And  with  th'  ange-eye-ells  stand ; 

A  crown  upon  my  fore-eye-head, 

A  harp  within  my  hand-he-and-hand-hand-hand. 

I  shouted  from  my  room,  "  Hello,  Walter ! 
Where's  Nita '?  Isn't  it  Sunday  ?  "  And  as  soon 
as  he  could  put  the  brakes  on  the  angels  he 
shouted  back : 

"  You  young  cuss,  aren't  you  up  yet  ?  Get 
down  to  the  lake  and  swim  yourself."  He  drives 
me  into  the  lake  every  morning,  even  if  it's  cold  as 
Hades. 

Now,  the  camp  is  a  big  log  camp  of  four  rooms, 
mine  opening  into  Walter's,  which  is  a  sort  of 
drawing-room  to  us,  while  the  grandfathery,  of 
two  more  rooms,  is  on  the  other  side.  So  they 
can't  hear  what's  going  on  very  much.  I  walked 
into  Walter's  room  when  I  got  inconspicuously 
dressed,  and  disputed  with  him  on  the  subject  of 
music.  "  Don't  you  know  it's  Sunday?  "  I  asked 
him. 

"Be  calm,  my  son,"  be  said,  all  lathered  over 
for  shaving.  "  Everything  is  relative.  It's  not 
Simday  unless  a  certain  combination  of  events 
occvurs  to  make  it  Sunday.  To-day,  for  good  and 
sufficient  reasons,  it  is  not  best  that  it  should  be 
Sunday.  Didn't  you  hear  me  singing  ?  Wait,  I'll 
do  it  again,"  and  in  spite  of  my  impassioned  plead- 
ings, he  lifted  his  eyebrows  till  they  scraped  his 
front  hair,  beat  time  with  his  razor,  and,  all  white 
and  soapy  as  he  was,  burst  forth  cherubiously  into 

I  want  to  be  an  ange-eye-ell. 
Then  he  cocked  his  ear  attentively  toward  the 
grandfathery  side  cf  the  camp. 

"  Do  you  think  there's  any  chance  they  didn't 
hear  that  ? "  he  said.  "  Because  I  could  do  it 
again." 

But  I  remonstrated  with  him  by  a  chunk  in  the 
chest,  and  then  he  began  whispering  confidentially  : 

"  Cub  ■' — which  is  what  he  calls  me — "  it's  a 
beautiful  day  for  fishing,  and  I  can't  bear  to  have 
the  Bishop  lose  the  chance.  He  loves  it,  and  it's 
good  for  him,  and  to-morrow  will  make  just  as 
good  a  Sunday  as  to-day.  Do  you  see '?  It  will 
be  grand  fishing  on  the  Riviere  Mouche  Noire,  and 
he  will  rake  in  the  trout  and  be  happy ;  and  you 
can  go  over  with  him  and  keep  dark.  And  it  will 
be  a  great  thing  for  the  family  if  we  can  tell  our 
children's  children  that  their  grandfather,  the 
Bishop  "-—and  Walter  grinned  so  that  the  razor 
nearly  cut  him. 

Of  course  a  verbum  sap.' is  sufficient  for  me  ;  so 
when  the  Judge  came  out  on  the  gallery  and  said 
something  in  a  making  conversation  tone  about 
it's  being  a  "cloudy  Sunday  morning,"  I  just 
hooted  and  remarked  : 

"  Simday,  Grandpapa  !  Didn't  you  hear  Walter 
singing  '  I  want  to  be  an  angel '  ?  " 

Then  the  Bishop  opened  his  window  and  called 
out,  "What's  that?  You  say  it's  not  Sunday," 
and  I  answered  precipitously  : 

"  Walter  didn't  sing  '  Nita,  Juanita,'  Grandpapa. 
How  can  it  be  Sunday  ?  "  I  heard  a  faint  mur- 
muring of,  "  A  man  needs  to  be  more  magician 
than  musician  to  tell  what  Walter  is  singing,"  and 
then  in  a  few  minutes  the  Bishop  came  out  with  a 
flannel  shirt  in&tead  of  the  white  linen  one  which 
he  wears  on  Sundays.  Walter  suggested  the  trip 
to  the  Mouche  Noire  at  the  breakfast-table. 

"lietter  take  jour  lunch,"  he  said,  "and  you 
can  have  a  long  day's  fishing.  They  come  boiling 
in  over  there  at  the  foot  of  the  big  chute.  Bob 
will  eo  with  vou,  so  vou  needn't  bother." 

%         ■*         ■*  *  ♦  ♦ 

We  got  started  for  the  Mouche  Noire  about  ten, 
"Walter  hustling  ua  off  for  fear  somebody  would  tell 


Grandpapa  it  was  Sunday.  It  was  a  clean,  damp, 
cloudy  sort  of  day,  as  nice  in  its  way  as  sunshine, 
and  bully  for  fishing.  Not  too  warm,  you  know, 
and  there  were  wet,  woodsy  smells  as  you  walked. 
Grandpapa  jogged  along  in  front  with  his  hat  and 
coat  off.  Now  and  then  he  would  sit  down  on  a 
log  and  rest,  and  look  up  at  the  sky  through  the 
trees,  and  say  he  loved  to  be  in  the  woods. 

You  never  saw  anything  like  the  way  the  fish 
rose  that  day.  Ever  so  many  times  we  had  two 
on  together,  and  once  Grandpapa  landed  three,  one 
on  each  fly,  and  the  largest  one  a  pound  and  a 
half — we  weighed  him.  Of  course,  they  ran  small, 
you  see ;  they  always  do  in  those  little  rivers,  but 
they  made  up  for  it  in  munerical  power.  Grand- 
papa crawled  out  on  rocks  and  waded  through 
pools,  and  his  face  wore  a  circumambulant  smile 
all  day  long. 

We  had  lunch  in  a  little  birch  and  spruce  grove 
right  by  the  rapids,  and  the  ground  was  brown  and 
smooth  with  the  spruce  needles.  We  made  a  fire 
and  cooked  trout  and  bacon  and  toast,  and  then 
we  upped  and  at  it  again. 

At  last  the  day  draws  to  a  close. 

And  what  do  you  think  happened  ?    There  was  i 


and  he  whistled.  "  Great  Scott  1  You  just  brought 
the  river  along." 

They  admired  Grandpapa's  big  fish,  in  congress 
assembled,  and  then  he  caught  sight  of  the  white 
collars. 

"  What  are  you  two  in  '  biled  shirts '  for  ?  "  he 
said.  "  I  didn't  wire  you  I'd  taken  a  four-pounder, 
did  I?" 

Walter  stuck  his  hands  in  his  pockets  and  his 
eyes  got  moist  from  inner  laughing,  and  you  could 
just  see  him  gloating  before  he  spoke  a  word. 
Then  he  said,  rather  softly  : 

"  We  thought  it  only  proper,  Bishop,  that  we  at 
least  should  remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it 
holy.  We  also  thought  it  likely  you  would  read 
the  service  for  us  this  evening — it  is  Sunday,  you 
know — the  twelfth  Sunday  after  Trinity." 

Grandpapa  looked  from  one  to  another  of  us 
dumbfoundedly ;  then  somehow  he  knew  it  was  so, 
and  he  gave  one  glare  at  the  lot  as  if  he'd  like  to 
kill  us  and  stalked  sternly  and  arrogantly  past  to 
his  room.  But  soon  he  decided  to  forgive  us  ;  he 
was  so  tickled  with  his  big  catch — and  his  four- 
pounder — that  he  really  couldn't  stay  mad  for  very 
long. 


Michigan  Geayling. 
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a  swish  and  a  rush  through  the  water  that  brought 
my  heart  bang  up  against  my  front  teeth,  and  the 
rod  went  over  double,  and  all  our  eyes  nearly 
started  out  of  our  heads.  Grandpapa  looked  as  if 
his  immortal  soul  and  all  his  ' '  diossysan  "souls  were 
on  that  fly — it  was  a  Parmacheena  Belle — and  we 
just  stood  there  breathless  for  ten  minutes  and 
watched  him  play  the  trout.  It  was  a  great  fight, 
for  the  pool  was  small,  and  there  were  holes  under 
the  rocks,  and  an  old  log  or  two  across,  and  the 
beast  made  for  all  of  them,  and  Grandpapa  had  to 
keep  him  out.  He  was  a  highly  educated  fish,  and 
he  knew  what  he  wanted,  which  was  to  get  that 
line  around  something  and  yank.  But  the  Bishop 
played  him  well — I  must  say  that  for  him ;  and 
when,  after  two  "  crooshal "  moments,  we  landed 
him 'high  and  dry,  he  gave  a  long  sigh  of  relief— I 
mean  the  Bishop — and  we  all  radiated  with  delight. 

He  was  four  pounds.  I  don't  know  what  such  a 
whopper  was  doing  up  in  those  rapids,  but  I  guess 
he  came  up  with  the  spring  high  water  and  forgot 
to  go  down. 

They  start  for  home. 

The  paddles  whacked  a  joyful  path  across  the 
lake,  and  when  we  ran  into  the  quay  there  were 
the  Judge  and  Walter  down  on  the  edge  of  it  to 
meet  us,  in  very  Sunday-looking  clothes — white 
collars,  you  know.  The  Bishop  pulled  himself  up 
out  of  the  canoe  with  trouble,  for  I  think  he  was 
pretty  tired  and  stiff,  but  I'll  bet  he  was  the  happiest 
and  the  dirtiest  bishop  that  ever  set  rod  in  rest. 
He  was  streaked  with  black  as  far  as  mortal  eye 
could  see,  and  his  hair  was  wet  and  glued  on  his 
forehead,  and  stuck  out  through  a  hole  in  his  hat. 
He  looked  great,  but  not  very  bishopric. 

"  Any  luck  ?  "  Walter  called  out  as  we  came  up, 
and  then  as  the  canoe  ran  alongside  he  looked  in 


MICHIGAN  GRAYLING  STEEAMS. 


I  ENCLOSE  an  unmounted  photograph  of  four 
grayling — the  real,  genuine  Michigan  grayling. 
This  was  taken  on  the  recent  trip  which  Mr. 
Hough  so  pleasantly  described.  His  account  of 
this  trip  was  a  practical  one.  To  me  the  taking 
of  these  last  of  the  Michigan  grayling  is  filled  with 
sentiment  and  remembrances  of  old  times.  I 
remember  my  first  grayling  when  I  camped  on  the 
Au  Sable  with  my  father  and  mother  and  a  dear 
old  aunt  of  mine,  and  I  had  the  good  fortune  to 
take  my  first  grayling,  a  fish  of  about  twelve  inches 
in  length.  Thad  Norris  and  Uncle  Dan  Fitzhugh 
were  on  the  stream  at  that  time,  and  I  know  they 
had  a  hearty  laugh  at  my  enthusiasm  over  the 
taking  of  this,  my  first  grayling. 

I  imagine  I  love  the  grayling  more  than  almost 
anyone  else  does,  for  it  brings  back  memories  of  my 
father,  one  of  the  most  gentle  of  anglers  and  a 
thorough  sportsman.  When  I  was  a  mere  boy — 
and  that  is  more  than  thirty-five  years  ago — I 
recollect  one  of  the  land-lookers,  Jerry  Day,  coming 
back  and  reporting  to  father  of  this  imknown  fish 
in  the  Au  Sable  river,  and  my  father  got  down  his 
old  copy,  I  think,  of  "  Frank  Forester's  Fishes," 
or  some  other  old  book,  and  picking  out  Back's 
Arctic  Grayling  and  pointing  out  to  me  the  fin  of 
that  fish,  and  saying  he  was  certain  it  was  the 
same  fish  in  the  Au  Sable  river. 

The  grayling  brings  back  memories  of  Fred 
Mather,  a  friend  of  many  years'  standing,  and 
Charles  Hallock,  who  has  fished  with  me  and  my 
father  in  years  gone  by;  Dan  Fitzhugh,  Len  Jewell, 
and  Charlie  Fitzhugh,  who  were  all  good  enough 
to  take  me  with  them  when  I  was  but  a  mere 
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youngster.  So  our  recent  grayling  trip  meant  a 
good  deal  to  me. 

The  fish  from  which  this  picture  was  taken  ran 
from  twelve  to  fourteen  inches  in  length,  and  the  pic- 
ture was  taken  four  days  after  the  fish  were  taken 
out  of  the  water.  They  had  been  cleaned  and  much 
mussed  up,  as  is  readily  seen.  But  they  were  the 
same  grand  old  fighters  as  of  old,  taking  the  fly 
delicately  and  gingerly,  and  the  instant  they  were 
struck  they  would  make  that  grand  diagonal  rush 
of  theirs  that  no  other  fish  can  equal.  For  their 
size  they  fight  with  terrific  force,  and  when  they 
give  up  they  give  up  completely.  I  love  the  smell 
of  the  thyme,  from  which  they  get  their  name,  the 
beauty  of  their  fins  ;  their  symmetry  and  colour 
both  delight  the  sportsman  and  naturalist  and  the 
lover  of  nature. 

It  is  a  shame  they  cannot  be  kept  for  ever  in  the 
streams  of  Michigan,  where  they  were  native  and 
to  the  manner  born. 

The  largest  grayling  I  ever  took  was  on  the  little 
Manistee  river  years  ago,  when  I  went  in  from 
Wingleton.  One  and  three-quarter  pounds  is  the 
weight  of  the  fish  I  have  taken  on  that  stream 
repeatedly.  I  have  heard  of  larger  fish,  but  with 
an  acciurate  scale  I  do  not  believe  that  any  have 
gone  beyond  that  weight. 

There  are  few  grayling  left  in  two  streams  in 
Michigan.  In  one  of  these  streams,  the  Manistee, 
they  could  be  saved  if  properly  protected ;  in  the 
other  stream,  where  Mr.  Hough  fished  with  us,  they 
are  surely  doomed,  for  it  is  bound  to  be  a  trout 
stream,  and  that  means,  eventually,  no  grayling. — 
W.  B.  Meeshon  in  Forest  and  Stream,  Sept.  13, 
1902. 

[The  editor  of  Forest  and  Stream  has  kindly  lent 
me  the  illustration  of  the  Michigan  grayling. — Ed.] 


FISH  CULTURE  AT  HOWIETOUN, 

STIELING,  N.B. 
Season  1902-1903. 

The  Howietoun  Fishery  Company,  in  issuing 
the  price  list  for  season  1902-1903,  have  much 
pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  past  season  was  a 
most  successful  one — one  of  the  most  successful 
in  the  history  of  the  fishery — and  that  large  orders 
are  already  booked  for  the  coming  season. 

The  demand  still  more  than  keeps  pace  with  the 
supply,  but  they  are  doing  their  best  to  meet  this 
increased  demand. 

The  fresh  blood  introduced  to  the  fishery  is  now 
telling  more  and  more  every  season  in  the  increased 
strength  and  vigour  of  the  young  fish,  and  their 
patrons  benefit  accordingly. 

They  specially  call  attention  to  the  hardy 
character  and  rapid  growth  of  their  young  fish. 
It  has  been  brought  before  their  attention  by 
numerous  appreciative  letters  of  customers,  and  is 
due  to  their  northerly  situation  and  cold  climate. 
The  result  is  that  the  fish  are  already  acclimatised 
for  the  stocking  of  rivers,  lakes,  etc.,  in  the  north, 
and  if  transplanted  to  the  south,  although  they 
may  be  found  to  be  a  little  smaller  to  start  with, 
will  in  a  short  time  rapidly  outstrip  in  size  many 
fish  reared  in  more  southern  latitudes. 

They  have  now  on  hand  for  sale  a  splendid  stock 
of  all  the  various  kinds  of  young  trout,  etc. 

Over  250,000  salmon  ova  in  two  consignments 
were  despatched  to  New  Zealand  last  season,  and 
from  the  Government  report  to  hand  it  appears 
that  a  good  percentage  of  strong,  healthy  fry  were 
successfully  reared. 

They  have  also  a  number  of  yearlings  and  two- 
year-olds  of  a  cross  between  S.  aalar  and  S.  leven- 
enais — namely,  seven-eighths  trout  and  one- eighth 
salmon. 

A  river,  lake,  or  pond  may  be  stocked  success- 
fully, but  in  different  places,  either  by  means  of 
ova  sown  in  redds,  or  by  fry,  yearlings,  or  two-year- 
olds.  The  difficulty  is  to  judge  how  the  best  return 
can  be  got  for  the  cost. 

If  there  is  any  depth  of  water  by  two-year-olds 
will  always  be  the  safest  and  speediest  mode  of 
stocking,  but  in  many  lakes  and  some  rivers  the 
quantity  of  fish  required  is  so  large  that  in  the 
interest  of  due  economy  time  must  be  sacrificed, 
and  some  mode  of  stocking  cheaper  than  by  two- 
year-olds  resorted  to.  If  there  are  many  small 
gravelly  streams  suitable  for  young  fry  from  alevin 
age  to  six  months  old  and  clear  water  in  abundance 
then  ova  sown  in  redds  is  undoubtedly  the  best 
method ;  if  there  are  small  streams  feeding  the 


water  to  be  stocked,  but  not  sufficiently  clear  to 
ensure  the  success  of  ova  sown  in  redds,  then  three- 
month-old  fry  are  to  be  recommended ;  but  our 
experience  is  that  there  is  no  half-way  house 
between  ova  sown  in  redds  and  three-month-old 
fry.  Younger  fry  are  too  risky  ;  they  may  do,  but 
only  where  ova  would  do  as  well,  and  at  half  the 
cost. 

Yearlings  are,  par  excellence,  the  size  for  general 
purposes.  They  are  strong  enough  to  find  their 
own  food,  thus  avoiding  the  principal  cause  of 
mortality  among  fry — namely,  starvation  ;  they 
are  easily  carried,  and  stand  the  journey  well  ;  they 
accommodate  themselves  with  the  greatest  facility 
to  new  water ;  and  they  thrive  so  fast  in  ponds  that 
they  will  be  fovmd  a  very  profitable  investment. 


WHITING  ON  THE  CEOUCH. 


To  the  fisherman  who  only  fishes  when  there  is 
nothing  better  to  do,  and  when  he  does  so  always 
expects  a  decent  catch,  the  whiting  can  with  safety 
be  recommended  as  more  or  less  closely  falling  in 
with  his  requirements,  and  Burnham-on-Crouch, 
which  is  only  forty-three  miles  from  Liverpool- 
street,  and  to  which  week-end  tickets  costing 
8s.  6d.  are  issued,  as  a  suitable  place  for  such  a 
one  to  make  for  when  on  whiting  bent. 

The  most  enjoyable  way  of  fishing  the  Crouch  is 
to  get  a  yachting  friend,  who  is  not  a  fair  weather 
man,  and  who  keeps  his  "  ship  "  afloat  through  the 
winter,  to  invite  one  down  for  a  week-end  ;  but  it 
is  essential  to  success  that  there  should  be  neap 
tides  during  the  visit ;  other  essentials  to  success 
are  plenty  of  lugs  (locally  known  as  logs),  a  loathly 
but  deadly  bait,  a  pail  full  of  "  farmers,"  a  species 
of  crab  which  solves  the  "housing  problem"  by 
taking  up  his  abode  in  disused  whelk  shells.  The 
lugs  are  got  by  wading  in  the  mud  at  low  water 
and  groping  with  one's  hands  and  arms  where  a 
hole  is  teen  in  the  mud,  an  unclean  and  generally 
objectionable  performance  ;  the  "  farmers "  are 
taken  in  the  oyster  dredges,  and  are  a  pleasant 
enough  bait  to  use  and  deadly  withal.  These  are 
the  only  baits  obtainable  locally,  but  a  few  score 
of  sprats  would  probably  amply  repay  the  trouble 
expended  in  getting  them  there.  The  tackle  con- 
sists of  a  shortish  sea-rod,  a  large  Nottingham  reel 
lined  with  brass  to  prevent  warping,  a  fine  silk 
jack  line,  and  a  paternoster  of  twisted  gut  with 
three  fair-sized  hooks  on  gut,  twisted  or  single,  and 
last  but  not  least  an  eight-ounce  lead.  With  a 
fine  line  one  can  easily  hold  the  bottom  with  a  lead 
of  this  weight  at  any  state  of  the  neap  tides.  One 
of  the  most  favoured  spots  is  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Eoach  which  joins  the  Crouch  some  two  miles 
below  Burnham  on  the  right  bank,  but  you  can 
hardly  go  wrong,  as  half  the  boats  in  Burnham  are 
after  the  whiting  when  they  are  "on,"  and  when 
some  thirty  or  forty  boats  are  fishing  round  one 
hole  it  does  not  require  much  thought  to  tumble 
to  the  fact  that  the  fish  are  not  far  off,  and  that  a 
mooring  somewhere  neajr  one  of  the  thirty  or  forty 
boats  is  good  enough. 

The  last  two  hours  of  the  ebb  and  the  first  two 
of  the  flood  are  locally  considered  the  best  times, 
but  on  the  occasion  of  the  writer's  last  visit  the 
best  results  were  obtained  somewhat  earlier  in  the 
ebb  and  after  the  turn  for  some  half  an  hour  only,  for 
the  fact  is  that  when  the  whiting  are  there  in  their 
thousands  and  the  water  not  too  thick  it  does  not 
much  matter  when  you  fish.  The  advantages  of 
having  a  "  ship  "  into  the  cabin  of  which  a  retreat 
can  be  made  when  the  fish  are  temporarily  "off," 
or  one  feels  somewhat  frozen  and  the  thought  of 
hot  cocoa  appeals  too  strongly  to  be  resisted,  must 
be  apparent ;  but  failing  a  yachting  friend  recourse 
muse  be  had  either  to  those  excellent  craft 
commonly  known  among  the  yachting  fraternity 
as  "  Emetics,"  from  which  half  a  dozen  can  fish 
with  the  utmost  ease,  or  if  the  party  consists  of 
only  two  or  three  then  to  one  of  the  smaller  boats, 
of  which  there  are  plenty.  To  conclude,  the  air 
of  Burnham  is  exceedingly  good,  and  the  place  has 
a  quiet,  rather  old-world  look  about  it  which  is 
conducive  to  rest  and  peace,  and  is,  moreover,  not 
expensive.  Pelican. 

To  Fly  Drhsskrs,  Amateur  and  Profeasional.  Now  ready 
price  2«.  net,  or  post  free  for  2».  2d.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Files  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"  Athenian"  of  the  Fithing  Oatette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2m.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co. , 
St.  DuQstan'B  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


TROUT  FISHING  ON  RAPID 
STREAMS.* 
By  H.  C.  Cotclifke,  F.R.C.S. 

Chapter  I. 

The  fisherman  has  much  to  urge  in  favour  of 
his  sport,  but  as  I  am  writing  for  those  only  who 
may  be  supposed  to  be  already  preconvinced  that 
pleasure  is  to  be  found  in  prosecuting  the  art  of 
fishing  I  shall  dwell  no  more  on  the  delights 
incidental  to  the  art  than  to  remark  that  it  is 
conducive  to  numerous  collateral  amusements  and 
pursuits,  and  to  urge  the  young  beginner  to  recollect 
that  in  his  piscatorial  rambles  he  will  be  placed 
most  opportunely  for  the  study  of  all  natural  phe- 
nomena, and  to  advise  him  to  take  up  some  branch 
or  branches  of  natural  science  as  a  study  at  home, 
so  that  in  his  walks  he  may  practically  apply  and 
enlarge  his  book-learnt  knowledge.  Botany,  natural 
history,  and  geology  are  especially  connected  with 
his  art,  and,  let  me  add,  attention  to  these  subjects 
schools  and  disciplines  the  mind  well  for  a  future 
adept  in  piscatorial  art.  The  study  of  these  natural 
sciences  tends  to  make  the  mind  observe  closely ; 
and  I  will  here  state  that  no  faculty  assists  so 
much  in  making  a  man  a  successful  fisherman  as 
that  of  observation  does,  and  one  may  pretty  safely 
infer  that  the  youth  who  observes  accurately  and 
well  will,  if  he  perseveres,  become  speedily  skilful 
in  his  art :  indeed  it  must  be  on  the  development 
of  this  faculty  that  he  must  chiefly  confide  for 
ultimate  distinction. 

The  tastes  of  fishermen,  as  of  other  men,  are 
very  various.  Some  will  condescend  to  fish  for 
nothing  but  the  largest  trout ;  some  will  only 
fish  quiet,  almost  still,  streams ;  and  others 
only  rapid  ones.  Many  are  influenced  more  by 
necessity  than  choice  in  the  waters  they  fish, 
depending  on  the  special  locality  they  may  be 
in.  But  each  stream  has  its  own  peculiar  and' 
distinct  charms.  Upon  the  stream  and  its  country 
is  the  fisherman  dependent  for  many  of  the 
secondary  pleasures  derivable  from  the  prosecution 
of  his  sport.  Should  he  prefer  the  deep,  muddy 
stream  having  but  little  fall,  and  of  sluggish 
monotonous  course,  the  country  for  him  to  admire 
will  probably  be  flat,  its  outlines  sober,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  dark,  gloomy,  sluggish  stream 
he  wanders  by  ;  his  movements  too  in  fishing  will 
be  slow  and  quiet ;  he  has  time  to  observe  the 
natiural  scenery,  whose  character  and  the  nature  of 
his  occupation  will  conduce  to  grave  and  reflective 
thoughts.  The  very  fish  harmonise  with  his  sombre 
mood.  There  they  will  be  lazily  basking  in  luxurious 
idleness — their  bloated  sides  exposed  to  the  genial 
warmth  of  the  summer  sun — stupidly  sleeping  out 
an  indolent  existence.  To  watch  their  gills  in  slow 
movement  induces  a  yawn — in  fact,  as  a  whole, 
there  is  a  perceptible  want  of  animation,  variety, 
and  stimulus.  Should  chance  lead  him  to  the 
stream  of  greater  speed,  rolling  along  with  rapidity, 
now  and  then  impeded  at  lengthened  intervals  by 
accumulations  of  stones  or  other  artificial  or  natural 
barriers,  sinuous  in  course,  of  clear  aspect,  flowing 
through  luxurious  vallejs,  flanked  by  hills  of  gentle 
slope,  adorned  by  woods  succeeding  the  rich  pasture 
land  of  its  banks,  indulging  itself  here  and  there  in 
the  calm  repose  of  a  large  pool,  shaded  with  over- 
hanging bushes,  where  indeed  fishermen  delight 
and  love  to  watch  the  tempting  waters,  with  the 
busy  populace  of  flies  hovering  over  them,  and  the 
fat,  large-sized  trout  on  all  sides  greedily  feeding 
on  the  lively  insect  now  bathing  in,  now  hovering 
over  the  sides  of  the  eddies,  or  perhaps  just  burst 
its  chrysalis  cell,  and  dropping  from  the  bough  of 
an  overhanging  tree  in  innocence  to  trust  its  ephe- 
meral body  to  instinctively  attractive  water,  little 
knowing  that  in  close  proximity  is  the  watchful 
trout,  which  presently  opens  wide  his  jaws,  and  on 
a  sudden  the  poor  insect  is  extinct,  and  added  to 
the  numbers  now  partially  digested  in  the  gullet  of 
the  dainty  fish.  Here  indeed  his  occupation  and 
his  thoughts  will  be  more  cheerful  than  when  on 
the  sluggish  stream ;  but  if  with  this  he  is  always 
content  I  pity  him,  for  assuredly  he  has  never  felt 
the  mirth-giving  gaiety  of  the  bubbling  brook. 
He  has,  I  will  grant,  on  these  large  streams  fine 


*  Prom  that  capital  little  work,  "  The  Art  of  Trout 
Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams :  comprising  a  complete 
system  of  fishing  the  North  Devon  streams,  and  their 
like."  Published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  &  Co., 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  Price 
33.  6d,  post  free. 
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BURBERRYS 


WARM  WITHOUT  WEIGHT.    PROOF  WITHOUT  HEAT. 

/^  is  Impossible  to  spealc  too  tiiglily  of  ttie 
advantages  of  ttie  SLIP-ON,  Its  weather-proof 
qualities  are  incontestable.  It  will  keep  out 
drenching  and  continuous  rain  without  adding 
the  slightest  unnatural  heat. 

May  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest  weather 
with  equal  comfort.  Formed  to  obviate  the 
possibility  of  any  tie  or  drag,  the  fitting  Is 
equally  good  with  or  without  undercoat. 

"  A  year  or  two  ago  you  supplied  me  with  a  Slip-on 
Gabardine,  the  most  perfect  and  most  waterproof 
shooting  and  fishing  coat  I  have  had." — 

B.  W.  GOTHAM,  Springfield,  Prescot. 

"  I  have  been  well  satisfied  with  the  coat,  and  have 
worn  it  in  jungle  through  the  heaviest  downpours  (and 
I  can  tell  you  it  does  rain  here)  without  getting  wet 
underneath  either  by  rain  or  perspiration." — 
C.  F.  S.  BAKER, 

17/12/01  Man  Kulam,  Ceylon. 

"  The  day  turned  out  the  wettest  it  has  been  my  lot  to 
be  out  on.    I  remained  quite  dry." 

R.  H.  BENSON,  Walton,  Wakefield. 


BURBERRYS, 


30  &  31,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON; 
AND  BASINGSTOKE. 


THE  "KINGFISHER'  SILK  LINE. 


The  Field.—"  . .  .  The  dressing  is  a  feature  of 
the  line.  It  appears  to  be  one  of  the  best  we  have 
ever  seen,  penetrating  right  into  the  centre,  and, 
while  being  soft  and  having  a  smooth  surface, 
has  something  of  that  steeliness  or  springiness 
which  is  desirable  in  a  salmon  line." 


Fishing  Gazette.—" .  .  .  As  far  as  I  can  judge 
without  actually  using  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  Mr.  Malloch's  five  years  of  experiments  have 
produced  a  most  perfect  line,  and  the  fact  that 
he  himself  is  satisfied  with  it — in  fact  'delighted' 
with  it— is  as  good  a  testimonial  as  any  line  could 
have.  His  reputation  as  one  of  the  best  salmon 
fishermen  of  this  or  any  day  is  unassailable." 


lill  A  I     I     ^Ni^  il      Scott  street,  .vWc»o 

.  D.  M  ALLOCH,  PERTH. 
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opportunities  for  sport ;  and  perhaps  at  the  end 
of  the  day  a  handsome  dish  of  large  trout  for  his 
friends — but  in  his  walk  he  has  not  enjoyed  the 
variety  of  scene  and  sport,  the  wildness  of  nature, 
the  bold  unbroken  outline  of  country,  which  so 
much  enchants  the  frequenter  of  the  moor  streams, 
wandering  for  hours  altogether  undisturbed  by 
man  in  full  and  unlimited  enjoyment  of  some  of 
the  most  magnificent  country  England  can  boast 
of,  and  called  by  his  art  to  traverse  a  much  greater 
extent  of  it  than  he  possibly  could  do  were  he 
engaged  on  a  greater  breadth  of  water.    The  little 
merry  stream  itself,  bubbling  and  splashing,  sporting 
and  bounding  along,  is  at  one  time  bursting  through 
the  narrow  channel  left  it  by  opposing  rocks  to 
precipitate  itself  hastily,  and  then  angrily  escape 
its  narrow  bounds  to  swell  out  again  as  though  to 
assert  its  own  freedom  and  determination  of  course  ; 
then  again  is  it  nestling  into  the  bosom  of  a 
tranquil  pool,  to  the  delight  of  the  old  fish,  thither 
retreating  in  advancing  years,  to  end  their  days  in 
comparative  ease  and  luxury.    But  the  stream 
sleeps  not,  for,  lo !  again  is  it  spreading  itself  out 
widely  over  the  shingly  bottom,  sparkling  in  the 
sun,   and   undulating   onwards,  till  meeting  an 
opposing  bank  it  deviates  from  a  straight  course, 
and  darts   now   again  with  greater  declension 
hastily  to  one  side,  to  form  again  another  course ; 
thus  falling  and  collecting,  twisting  and  turning, 
then  smiling,  now  threatening,  again  placid  and 
yet  again  enraged — coquette  as  it  is,  constancy  is 
only  applicable  to  its  ^■ariations  of  character;  at 
every  turn  we  see  some  new  feature,  and  no  five 
yards  are  alike.    It  presents  in  itself  every  variety 
of  stream,  and  all  connected  with  it  is  variety, 
excitement,  and  quickness,  and  tends  to  arouse  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  sportsman. 

One  might  perhaps  carry  the  consideration  of 
the  subject  yet  further,  and  dilate  much  on  the 
peculiar  effects  of  different  kinds  of  streams  in 
influencing  one's  whole  frame  of  thought  and  idea ; 
but  my  object  is  to  deal  with  reality,  and  this 
chapter  will  be  concluded  with  the  shortest 
allusions  to  the  pleasures  of  fishing,  which  are 
attractive  to  the  young  and  old — to  the  young 
most  especially  as  beginners,  for  they  have  all  their 
limbs  and  senses  in  vigour,  are  more  enthusiastic, 
and  though  less  patient  will  yet  be  persevering 
when  the  probability,  nay,  certainty,  of  success  is 
held  out  to  them ;  and  to  them,  as  a  recreation 
from  study,  it  is  of  all  sports  most  desirable,  since  it 
is  innocent  in  itself,  obtainable  by  all  from  the  little 
expense  attending  it,  is  most  conducive  to  health, 
assists  mental  as  well  as  corporal  development, 
calls  forth  the  young  mind  to  observe  for  itself 
accurately  and  independently,  and  conduces  to  the 
acquisition  of  most  pleasing  subjects  for  reflection 
in  after  years.  Boyhood  is  the  proper  time  to 
commence  fishing,  in  order  to  study  and  master 
the  art ;  but  to  the  old  it  is  highly  agreeable,  the 
quiet  and  peaceful  retirement  of  the  country,  and 
the  simplicity  of  the  art  itself  contrasting  sweetly 
with  the  anxieties  and  cares,  the  strife  and  conten- 
ttons  of  society,  and  actual  business  of  this  life ; 
tending  to  prolong  a  present  existence,  and  by 
withdrawing  the  aged  mind  from  its  natural  vice 
happily  favouring  the  preparation  for  a  future,  as 
it  elevates  the  mind  from  worldliness,  and  conduces 
to  the  blissful  consideration  of  a  beneficence  which 
has  ordained  so  fair  a  world  for  man's  reception, 
and  induces  a  right  and  proper  consideration  of 
such  blessings,  and  the  change  his  body,  in  common 
with  all  around  him,  so  shortly  must  undergo. 
This  again  is  a  subject  apart  from  my  intention, 
but  a  passing  commentary  on  the  healthful  tendency 
and  mental  peacefiilness  begotten  from  the  sport 
could  not  be  avoided,  inadequate  though  the 
remarks  are  to  convey  the  convictions  which 
experience  and  habitual  devotion  to  the  subject 
have  stamped  on  the  minds  of  veterans  in  the  art. 
(To  he  oontirmgd.) 
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NOTES  OF  AN  AMERICAN  SALMON 
ANGLER. 


A  Few  Words  of  Explanation. 
In  my  last  paper  I  named  certain  qualities  which 
are  essential  in  the  salmon  fisherman.  I  said,  or 
endeavoured  to  say,  that  "A  puny  man  with  weak 
heart,  small  lung  capacity,  and  poorly  developed 
muscular  system,  particularly  the  arms  and  legs, 
would  not  last  long  on  some  of  the  wild  Canadian 
rivers,"  etc. 

By  some  accident  the  word  "  lung "  was  dropped 
out,  and  so  my  meaning  is  very  vague.  I  hope  I  did 
not  omit  it  in  my  copy,  for  I  should  dislike  to  find  I 
am  growing  careless,  and  I  wonder  what  those  who 
read  the  paper  thought  I  was  driving  at.  "  Small 
capacity  "  m«an8  a  good  deal  in  many  ways. 

For  example,  many  who  go  out  with  rod  and  reel 
have  a  large  capacity  for  certain  lines  of  wet  goods, 
and  perhaps  some  of  those  who  read  the  article  believed 
that  I  meant  that  all  anglers  should  be  like  them  in 
that  respect.  No,  that  was  furthest  from  my  thoughts, 
a,nd  en  passant  1  will  s&y  tha,t  it  is  not  always  those 
who  absorb  great  quantities  of  their  favourite  brands 
are  successful  salmon  anglers. 

Habits  op  Feesh-Run  AND"iLoNG-RuN  Salmon 

COMPAEED. 

I  have  stated  that  a  fresh-run  salmon  will  rise  to  the 
fly  much  more  freely  than  will  the  fish  which  has  been 
in  the  river  a  fortnight  or  more.  In  fact,  the  fish 
which  has  just  come  in  from  the  sea  will  rise  to  almost 
any  fly,  and  will,  I  am  assured,  even  take  the  shrimp 
and  sand  launce  if  used  for  bait.  It  has  but  lately 
left  its  feeding  grounds,  and  its  desire  for  food  has  not 
left  it. 

But  after  it  has  sojourned  a  few  weeks  in  the  river 
its  habits  chauge  ;  all  food  is  rejected,  its  form  and 
colour  undergo  a  transformation,  and  the  graceful  fish 
which  was  erstwhile  of  a  silvery  brightness,  becomes 
a  dirty  brown,  spotted,  ugly-shaped  creature,  the 
males  particularly  so,  with  their  elongated  hooked 
jaws  and  general  rakish  outlines. 

The  longer  the  fish  is  in  the  river,  the  less  valuable 
it  becomes  for  food,  the  fatty  curd  being  absorbed  for 
its  nutrition  and  the  quality  of  the  meat  being  con- 
siderably impaired  in  taste  and  texture. 

Together  with  this  it  loses  a  good  share  of  its  gamy 
qualities,  although  it  is  until  the  end  of  the  season 
able  to  put  up  a  good  fight,  though  the  struggle  is 
more  of  a  dogged  exhibition  of  strength  and  stubborn- 
ness than  the  brilliant  dash,  the  fiery  elan  which  the 
new  run  fish  always  displays. 

Its  character  changes  in  other  ways.  When  just  in 
from  the  sea  the  salmon  gets  about  in  a  lively,  devil- 
may-care,  "  here-we-are  boys"  way  that  is  the  delight 
of  every  angler ;  but  after  it  has  been  in  the  river  a 
while  it  becomes  morose  in  a  way,  indolent,  and  very 
suspicious  of  any  advances  that  an  angler  may  make. 

There  may  be  fifty  salmon  in  a  pool,  and  though 
the  angler  may  offer  all  sorts  of  flies  and  with  all 
degrees  of  patience  and  perseverance,  he  may  fail  to 
get  a  rise  sometimes  for  an  entire  day,  particularly  if 
he  has  incautiously  exposed  himself  to  the  view  of  the 
quarry  he  Seeks.  A  careless  splash  of  the  line  will 
often  cause  the  fish  to  sink  to  the  bottom,  where  they 
will  remain  as  motionless  as  so  many  sticks  of  wood. 
I  have  known  this  to  happen  many  times. 

I  will  let  a  single  example  suf&ce  : 

How  TO  Make  Salmon  Shy. 

Quite  a  number  of  years  ago  I  used  to  occasionally 
fish  that  beautiful  New  Brunswick  river  the  Nepisiguit. 
I  had  satisfactory  success  in  most  of  the  pools  which 
were  then  available  to  me,  but  in  the  noble  pool  below 
the  Pabiueau  Falls,  which  sometimes  contained  a 
hundred  or  more  salmon  in  plain  view,  I  never  could 
get  a  rise. 

At  first  I  thought  this  strange,  for  clambering  up  on 
the  high  rooks  which  guarded  the  pool  and  looking 
down  into  the  deep,  clear  water,  I  could  see  very  great 
numbers  of  the  fish,  all  lying  motionless  near  the 
bottom ;  but  a  few  words  of  explanation  from  my 
canoeman  soon  caused  my  wonder  to  cease. 

On  the  rocky  cliS  which  rose  on  the  other  side  of 
the  great  pool,  an  old  fellow,  who  had  been  nick-named 
"  Sitting  Bull,"  had  erected  a  shanty,  in  which  he  lived 
a  mouth  or  two  in  the  best  of  the  salmon  season. 
From  his  lofty  height  he  had  full  view  of  the  river  up 
and  down,  and  when  an  angler  approached  the  pool  he 
had  ample  time  to  settle  the  salmon  down  comfortably 
before  the  intruder  arrived.  A  few  swishing  casts  in 
just  the  right  way  and  place,  and  the  pool  was  ruined 
for  the  da}'. 

I  wonder  if  the  old  duffer  is  still  in  the  flesh,  and  if 
not,  I  wonder  if  the  scores  of  maledictions  which  were 
heaped  upon  his  head  by  desperate  anglers  had  any 
effect  in  ttie  final  '•  summing  up." 

Lono-Rt7n  Salmon  Shy  and  Suspiciotrs. 

Yes,  the  long-run  fish  Is  suspicious  of  man  and  cares 
but  little  for  his  feathered  lures ;  and  it  takes  mtfr'e 
than  a  'prontitf3  baud  tD  deceive  him. 

A  Sainton  Ijing  in  a  SUmnreV  po'dl  in  Vfhi'c'h  th'fi  Wat'e't 


is  bright  and  clear  can  often  discern  the  approach  of 
an  angler  long  before  he  is  within  casting  distance. 
Of  course,  as  already  stated,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
season  when  the  water  is  high  and  dark,  or  after  a 
heavy  rainfall,  one  needs  not  to  be  over  careful  in 
approaching  a  pool,  but  later  I  have  had  my  best 
SUooess  when  I  have  kept  as  much  out  of  sight  as 
possible  and  made  long  oasts  with  smaller  sized  files 
than  those  used  on  darker,  deeper  water. 

In  no  other  field  sport  are  judgment  and  oonstaut 
study  of  existing  conditions  more  essential. 

How  Not  to  Rise  a  Salmon. 

I  once  saw  a  couple  of  fishermen  on  the  Big  Plaster 
pool  in  the  Margaree  river,  Cape  Breton,  trying  to  wile 
from  its  translucent  depths  one  of  the  fine  salmon 
which  the  pool  undoubtedly  contained.  It  was  mid- 
summer, and  the  volume  of  water  running  was  small, 
so  small  in  fact  that  if  a  salmon  reached  a  pool  he  was 
obliged  to  stay  there  until  rain  came  and  raised  the 
river.  It  was  quite  shoal  around  the  edges,  and  the 
fishermen  therefore  lost  no  time  but  boldly  waded  in, 
and  alter  thus  giving  the  pool  a  nice  stirring  up  they 
began  casting  with  the  brightest  and  largest  salmon 
flies  that  ever  emanated  from  a  Halifax  tackle  store. 

Well,  did  they  expect  to  get  a  fish  ?  Of  course  they 
did,  and  wondered  after  they  had  for  a  couple  of  hours 
slashed  and  splashed  over  the  smooth  surface  of  the 
pool  why  they  did  not  get  a  rise. 

Rise  !  Instead  of  rising,  the  salmon  were,  no  doubt, 
making  their  utmost  efforts  to  get  down  under  the 
bottom  of  the  pool,  away  from  such  foolishness.  After 
watching  them  awhile  and  seeing  that  their  pertinacity 
was  goud,  but  their  judgment  was  bad,  I  left  them  and 
moved  down  the  river. 

Oa  the  next  morning,  however,  I  repaired  to  the 
pool  which  was  a  favourite  one  with  me,  and,  making 
long,  light  casts  with  as  small  flies  as  I  dared  to  use, 
I  rose  a  nice  101b.  fish  and  killed  him,  and  later  rose 
and  hooked  a  larger  one,  which,  after  a  few  minutes' 
play,  I  lost,  the  small  hook  tearing  out  of  the  tender 
mouth  on  account  of  the  barb  being  very  short. 

Why  Does  the  Salmon  Come  to  the  Fly? 

The  salmon  in  fresh-water  is  a  sociable  fish ;  it  loves 
company,  and  the  more  there  are  together  the  better 
they  seem  to  like  it.  I  have  seen  as  many  as  fifty 
lying  together  in  a  large  pool,  and  their  movements 
were  timed  together.  They  moved  up  or  down,  to  the 
right  or  to  the  left  as  if  they  were  one  fish,  with  such 
concert  of  action  it  well  maybe  seen  that  it  is  difficult 
to  move  one  from  its  mates  with  a  feathered  lure,  no 
matter  how  well  it  may  be  presented.  Why  they  come 
to  the  flies  at  all  I  confess  I  am  still  in  doubt,  and  I 
have  studied  them  for  years  to  he  able  to  form  a  decided 
opinion. 

Not  only  this,  but  I  have  made  it  a  point  to  get  the 
views  of  other  anglers  and  guides,  and  have  tried  in 
every  way  to  draw  out  what  knowledge  they  possessed. 

I  found  that  among  them  there  seemed  to  be  a  pre- 
vailing opinion  that  the  salmon  comes  to  the  fly  in 
sheer  play,  although  many  have  expressed  the  belief 
that  the  bright  colours  attract  the  fish  something  in 
the  way  the  red  rag  excites  the  bull  and  some  other 
animals. 

It  flies  of  a  gaudy  colour  only  were  cast  there  might 
be  something  in  this  theory,  but  the  fact  that  grays 
and  other  sombre  colours  and  even  blacks  are  used 
quite  as  frequently,  to  all  of  which  salmon  in  their 
caprices  rise,  would  seem  to  render  the  theory  valueless. 

By  Natube  Obdel. 

The  fact  is  all  rapacious  fishes  are  by  nature  cruel, 
and  anything  that  has  the  appearance  of  being  about 
to  escape  from  them  they  strive  to  seize.  Often  have 
I  seen  a  salmon  rise  to  a  curly  bright  dead  leaf  which 
had  fallen  into  the  river,  and  which  after  drifting  down 
into  the  pool  was  quietly  wafted  across  its  surface  by 
the  breeze.  At  a  particular  juncture  a  salmon  saw  it 
moving  and  recognised  it  as  something  that  seemed 
likely  to  escape  it  and  so  seized  it — not  for  food,  for 
the  fish  was  not  feeding,  but  simply  to  gratify  a  natural 
desire  to  kill. 

I  once  saw  a  small  snake,  less  than  a  foot  in  length, 
lying  on  the  warm  pebbles  on  the  edge  of  a  salmon 
pool.  It  took  alarm  at  my  approach,  although  it 
undoubtedly  had  never  before  seen  a  human  being, 
and  sliding  into  the  water  it  started  to  swim  across 
the  pool.  I  watched  it  with  interest  during  the 
passage,  and  wondered  if  it  would  reach  the  other 
side. 

When  it  reached  the  middle  of  the  pool  I  saw, 
greatly  to  my  surprise,  a  salmon  rise,  seize  the  snake, 
and  drag  it  down. 

No,  it  was  not  a  large  sea  trout,  for  I  saw  it 
distinctly,  and  saw  it  was  a  salmon ;  besides,  there 
were  no  sea  trout  in  the  pool  whatever,  it  being  a 
small  one  and  well  up  the  river. 

Now  the  salmon  did  not  want  it  for  food,  but  simply 
seized  it  because  it  was  something  that  was  getting 
away.  And  I  believe  that  a  fly  is  taken  very  often  for 
the  same  reason. 

Y'ou  may  drag  it  many  times  acroBS  the  pool  in 
e^ery  direction  and  it  will  fail  to  attract  the  attentictn 
t)f  the  ^almcta)  but  at  last  yoru  give  io  a  b^faia  motiJU 
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at  just  the  tight  spot  and  in  the  right  glint  of  light, 
and  the  lure  is  taken. 

That  the  snake  above  referred  to  was  not  eaten  I 
proved  in  less  than  half-an-hour  by  killing  the  salmon 
that  had  dragged  it  down,  and  which  happened  to  be 
the  only  fish  in  the  pool.  This  propensity  in  rapacious 
fishes  for  seizing  things  which  seem  to  be  on  the  point 
of  escaping  from  them  is  well  marked,  and  it  may 
easily  be  s'udied  in  that  valuable  educational  institu- 
tion, the  New  York  Aquarium. 

Let  the  observer  take  a  position  near  one  of  the  big 
glass  tanks  in  which  there  are  a  number  of  large  trout 
— and  there  are  a  good  many  large  and  handsome 
ones — at  feeding  time  in  the  afternoon,  and  he  will 
have  a  good  opportunity  for  study. 

Fifty  or  more  good  sized  minnows  are  thrown  into 
the  tank,  and  for  a  few  minutes  the  trout  keep  them- 
selves quite  busy. 

I  have  watched  them  closely,  and  though  it  may 
seem  incredible.  I  could  easily  detect  a  cruel  expression 
come  into  the  eyes  of  the  fish,  and  almost  fancied  I 
could  see  a  frown  on  their  foreheads. 

Well,  after  those  trout  have  disposed  of  a  number  of 
minnows  they  become  quieter,  and  some  of  the 
minnows,  instead  of  remaining  at  the  surface  of  the 
water  in  their  wild  yet  hopeless  endeavours  to  escape, 
settle  down  into  the  water  and  even  swim  amongst 
their  monster  enemies.  If  they  move  quietly  they 
will  attract  no  attention,  and  I  have  seen  them  get 
down  to  the  bottom  and  stay  there  hidden  among  the 
stones. 

But  if  one  of  them  makes  a  hurried  movement,  a 
little  quick  dart  as  if  co  get  away  to  safer  quarters,  it 
is  seized  in  an  instant,  even  though  the  trout  that 
captures  it  may  be  full  to  repletion. 

I  have  seen  this  occur  time  and  again,  both  among 
brown  trout,  rainbow  trout,  and  the  common  spotted 
trout.  It  is  invariably  the  attempt  to  escape  which 
attracts  attention,  and  as  all  these  are  structurally 
almost  identical  with  the  salmon,  and  consequently 
have  similar  habits  and  instincts,  the  inference  is 
obvious  that  they  will  ail  act  the  same  when  they  are 
feeding. — Edwabd  A.  Samuels  in  Fwest  and  Stream. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Tlxames.  —  Gbnkbae  Bbmabkb.  —  Owing  to  the 
showers  which  have  fallen  during  the  week  the  Thames 
has  a  better  stream,  and  roach  are  feeding  better.  A 
fish  of  lib.  7oz.  has  been  caught  at  Marlow,  and  three 
or  four  fish  of  the  same  kind  have  been  taken  from 
the  tidal  water  over  lib.  each.  The  upper  reaches 
still  remain  bright,  and  the  best  sport  is  being  had 
in  swims  of  eight  feet  to  ten  feet  deep,  the  better 
class  of  fish  being  had  late  in  the  afternoon.  Bank 
anglers  are  having  poor  sport  as  a  rule,  acd  are  likely 
to  continue  in  this  way  till  the  water  is  coloured. 
Fortunately  the  weeds  are  being  cut  down  fast  by  the 
frosty  nights,  and  pike  fishing  will  soon  commence  in 
real  earnest.  Very  few  chub  of  any  size  have  been 
taken  during  the  week. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Henley). — The  recent  rains  have  done  the 

river  some  good,  which  at  the  time  of  writing  is  show- 
ing a  good  colour,  but  the  water  is  low,  and  there  is 
not  the  stream  that  one  would  expect  after  the  amount 
of  rain  we  have  had.  The  roach  have  not  been  feeding 
well  in  the  Henley  reach,  while  at  Shiplake,  Hamble- 
don,  and  Medenham  some  good  bags  of  these  fish  have 
been  taken.  Patrons  of  R,  Young,  at  the  last-named 
station,  have  been  creeling  a  good  number  of  jack 
up  to  71b.,  and  one  or  two  takes  of  roach.  Mr. 
Fishy,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  has  taken  some  nice 
jack  up  to  4Jlb  ,  and  a  201b.  bag  of  roach  up  to 
lib.  4oz.  At  Wargrave,  Mr.  C.  L.  Sebright  has  taken 
a  splendid  tenoh  of  41b.  from  the  private  backwater  at 
the  Manor  House,  which  I  have  for  preservation. 
Given  fine  weather,  some  good  sport  should  be  had 
during  the  coming  week.  A  good  supply  of  dace  can 
now  be  obtained  from  Stanley  Mead. 

  (Teddington  Weir). — I  have  had  some  good 

bream  this  week  up  to  .31b. ;  also  few  barbel,  largest 
41b.  Best  day  with  Mr.  F.  Gopney,  221b.  mixed  bag. 
The  water  is  now  a  nice  colour. — W.  McBbide. 

Axicliobue  District. — The  Market  Raeon  Trout 
Club  has  just  held  its  annual  meeting.  It  continues 
to  be  fairly  well  patronised,  and  further  stocking,  both 
of  the  Rase  and  ponds  at  Millingham,  is  contemplated. 
So  far,  November  has  been  very  dry,  but  the  barometer 
is  falling,  and  rain  is  impending.  This  should  put  a 
little  more  colour  in  waters  which  are  unusually  clear 
for  the  time  of  year.  Pike  fishing  is  about  an  average 
ftt  present. — Thomas  Foed,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Looka  (Waterbeaoli).— Exceptionally 
mild,  fine  weather  for  the  season  is  being  enjoyed  by 
the  numerous  anglers  on  this  free  water  five  miles 
on  to  Upware.    Roach  have  been  giving  grand  sport 


in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river,  fish  up  to  lib.  each 
with  creed  wheat.  Pike  have  some  days  as  usual  been 
well  on  the  feed,  only  up  to  41b.  each  at  present,  when 
anglers  have  had  as  many  as  five  fish  to  a  rod  in 
midday  fishing.  Present  prospects  good.— John  0. 
Gkokgb,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks). — After  the  river  being 
in  first-rate  order  during  the  whole  of  last  week  there 
was  a  heavy  storm  of  rain  on  Saturday  (Nov.  8),  and 
the  water  is  now  (Monday)  in  bad  colour  with  peaty 
water  from  the  moors. — H. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — With  the  subsidence  of 
the  bulk  of  the  leaves  sport  has  improved.  On 
Nov.  5  Mr.  W.  Johnston  killed  a  21-p  juuder  in  the 
Rickerby  water;  at  Grinedale,  Mr.  T.  Bone  and  Mr. 
W.  Graham  each  had  a  fish  of  171b.  :  in  the  Cargo 
waters  Mr.  T.  Robinson  had  one  of  181b. ;  Dr.  Nor- 
man, one,  181b. ;  and  Mr.  W.  Wilson,  one,  211b.  On 
Nov.  6,  Mr.D.  EUwood,  two,  171b.  and  211b. ;  Mr.  W. 
Wilson,  one,  20ib. ;  Mr.  B.  Bell,  one,  131b  ;  and  Mr.  G. 
Coulthard,  a  small  one,  all  in  the  Association  waters. 
Rev.  C.  D.  Fothergill,  one,  271b.,  at  Rickerby;  on 
Nov.  8  Mr.  J.  Graharn,  one,  251b.,  at  Crosby  ;  Mr.  J. 
Jardine,  one,  near  Grinsdale.  A  spate  on  Nov.  9 
spoiled  the  water  for  Monday.  On  Nov.  11  Mr.  E.  L. 
Hough  landed  two,  171b.  and  211b.,  at  Crosby,  and  Mr. 
T.  L.Atkinson,  one,  251b.,  in  the  same  water.  To-day, 
Wednesday,  the  river  is  again  out  of  order,  but  should 
fish  in  places  to-morrow. — Silvee  Geey. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter The  river  is  in  full 
flood  and  bank  high,  and  until  it  lowers  considerably 
there  will  be  little  chance  of  sport.  Mr.  Shfpherd 
has  supplemented  his  catch  of  the  121b.  pike  with  a 
fine  eel  over  21b.  caught  since  when  live  baiting  for 
pike  near  the  city  here.  A  few  perch  and  reach  and 
some  pike  have  been  caught  in  the  canal  nearTopsham 
and  Countess  Weir,  but  none  of  more  than  ordinary 
size  and  weight. — Red  Palmee. 

Fen  District  (South  Iiincs  and  Cambs).-  The 
prospects  of  angling  in  the  South  Lincolnshire  district 
have  largely  improved  during  this  last  week  or  so. 
There  is  plenty  of  water,  the  water  is  very  fresh,  and 
fish  show  a  tendency  for  feeding  which  they  have  not 
previously  done.  Pike  and  roach  fishing  r^ceived 
the  most  attention,  but  perch,  tench,  and  rudd 
are  also  coming  to  hand  in  different  places. 
Pike  fishing  appears  to  be  best  in  the  S  vine's 
Head  district  of  the  South  Forty-foot.  At  Deeping 
also  there  are  reports  of  some  good  captures  on  the 
Welland.  One  party  of  three  rods  are  stated  to  have 
taken  441b,,  the  best  81b.  ;  another  angler  had  three 
to  his  credit,  the  best  scaling  71b.  At  other  places 
there  have  been  some  decent  captures.  Roach  are  in 
splendid  condition,  and  in  some  cases  run  up  to  141b. 
and  151b.  a  bag.  Tench  also  are  biting  well. — Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Some  refreshing  rain  has 
fallen  in  the  Lea  Valley,  but  not  in  sufficient  quantity 
to  materially  affect  the  condition  of  the  river,  which 
on  Wednesday  was  still  low  and  clear.  Twenty-four 
hours'  continuous  rain  would  be  welcome,  and  then 
anglers  might  expect  to  meet  with  a  more  satis- 
factory fishing,  colour  and  stream.  The  river  is  looking 
very  foul  consequent  upon  the  presence,  as  usual  at 
this  period  of  the  season,  of  decaying  aquatic  vegetation 
and  leaves,  and  nothing  would  tend  to  improve  anglers' 
sport  more  now  than  a  good  run  of  water  off  the  land. 
The  best  time  for  roach  fishing  is  late  in  the  af  cernoon 
and  the  last  hour  of  dnylighc,  and  baits  wbioh  are  taking 
are  white  bread  paste  and  boiled  wheat.  Roach  are,  how- 
ever, very  shy,  and  once  more,  as  far  as  I  can  gather, 
baskets  have  been  on  the  light  side.  I  hear  of  a  few  nice 
roaoh  being  caught  at  Rye  House,  and  Mr.  Lione  has 
taken  one  of  lib.  9oz.  at  Broxbourne,  where,  among 
other  pike  landed,  have  been  two  brace  scaling  about 
181b.  Late  last  week  some  perch  were  landed  here. 
Lea  anglers  will  hear  with  regret  coupled  with 
indignation  of  another  loss  of  fish  life  in  the  St. 
Margaret's  district,  namely,  in  the  same  old  poison 
area  above  the  lock.  Fortunately,  Bailiffs  Dutch 
(St.  Margaret's)  and  Farrow  (Hertford)  ascertained 
that  fish  were  turning  up,  and  rescued  large  numbars 
of  "sick"  roach,  eels,  perch  and  jack,  placing  them 
below  the  lock,  where  they  recovered  and  went  off. 
When  eels  turn  up  there  must  be  something  radically 
wrong,  especially  so  in  the  river  between  St.  Margaret's 
and  Ware.  This  is  the  third  or  fourth  time  that  fi^h 
have  been  poisoned  here  this  season,  and  yet  no  one 
appears  to  know  how  the  mischief  is  causad.  It  is  a 
very  grave  state  of  affairs  for  a  river  so  popular  among 
anglers  as  the  Lea. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Xieommster). — Both  these 
noted  grayling  streams  are  running  high  and  bank 
full  and  quite  out  of  order  for  fishing.  The  weather 
has  been  so  unsettled  since  Nov.  7  that  angling  has 
been  practically  at  a  standstill,  it  being  too  muddy 
for  fly  and  the  fish  do  not  take  well  to  worm.  Before 
the  rain  some  fair  sport  was  had  with  fly  and  grass- 
hopper. The  Pinsley  is  high  and  muddy  and  out  of 
order. — Gwynbe. 

I*VLgg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Singsland).— 
For  a  week  past  the  weather  has  been  unsettled  and 
stormy,  with  at  times  a  good  deal  of  rain,  causing 
rivers  to  rise  a  foot  or  more  of  muddy  water,  which 
to-day  (Wednesday)  has  cleared  consider a*)ly,  but 


sinks  very  slowly.  Should  the  fine  weather  we  have 
had  to-day  continue,  bottom  fishing  may  ha  practic- 
able by  the  beginning  of  the  coming  week.  Glass 
moderate,  inclined  to  rise;  wind,  W.  and  S.W. — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Nene  (Feterborongh.). — Circumstances  have  been 
particularly  favourable  for  pike  fitihing  during  the  past 
week,  and  many  good  catches  have  been  made  in  the 
district.  Several  good-sized  ones  have  been  landed 
close  to  the  boat-yard  near  Pecerbjrough  Bridge;  but 
the  Vest  specimen  capturfid  lately  was  in  the  vicinity 
of  Wellinubfjrough,  by  Mr.  Frank  Reynolds,  post- 
master, WoUaston ;  it  was  a  splendid  pike,  turning- 
the  scale  at  141b.  4oz.,  was  three  feet  long  and 
twenty-one  inches  in  girth.  Spinning  in  the  river  at 
March,  near  the  Twenty-foot  district,  Messrs.  E, 
Haycock  and  0.  Fox  were  successful  in  landing  five 
nice  pike,  weighing  in  all  201b.  15oz  ,  the  largest  being 
8 Jib.  Only  two  dead  baits  were  used,  and  the  catches 
were  made  within  fifteen  minutes.  In  the  river  at 
Wisbech  a  conger  eel,  six  feet  long,  twenty-three  and 
a  half  inches  in  girth,  and  weigtiing  55lb.  was  captured 
on  Nov.  6.— B.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry,  Hunts).— Water  in  very 
good  all-round  condition.  A  nice  lot  of  pike  taken 
hfire  by  several  gentlemen  during  the  week,  Mc. 
Watson  (Cambridge)  having  the  b.st  sport,  twelve 
good  fish  on,  largest  just  under  101b.  Weeds  are  now 
fast  shifting  away,  and  piking  has  now  begun  in 
earnest. — A.  Scaed. 

  (Huntingdon). — The  weather  just  now  is 

very  nice  for  anglmg,  but  the  witer  still  remains  very 
clear,  and  there  is  very  little  improvement  in  sport, 
Mr.  Pellborough  angling  for  baits  with  small  worm 
had  the  good  fortune  to  take  (on  Saturday  last)  a 
perch  of  21b.  9jz.,  which  has  been  sent  to  Cooper's  for 
preservation.  Rain  wanted  badly  everywhere  in  this 
neighbourhood. — C.  A.  Beyant. 

  (St.  Ives,  Hants).— River    bright,  water 

low  and  slow.  Pike,  51b.  and  91b.  each  ;  roach.  12oz. 
up  to  lib.  Rain  is  wanted  to  give  a  colour  to  the  water 
and  flush  the  river.  One  of  our  respected  members, 
Mr.  G.  Brownlow,  has  been  elected  our  mayor.  On 
Nov.  13  we  fished  our  friends  iha  N.A  P.S.  (a  roach 
match)  for  the  usual  dinner.— Edwaed  Colunsos. 

Severn.  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  ^Juiaujrmy- 
nech). — During  the  past  week  the  weather  has  gene- 
rally been  m  Id  but  very  unsettled,  and  the  frequent 
showers  of  rain  have  caused  all  these  streams  to  rise 
above  their  average  level,  but  without  very  much 
affecting  their  condition,  and  sport,  therefore, 
has  been  fairly  good  as  a  rule;  pike  and 
chub  are  taken  from  the  Severn  and  Vymwy, 
and  chub  are  rather  too  plentiful  in  the  Tanat, 
where  good  sport  is  had  with  grayling,  and  many 
good  fish  of  this  kind  are  taken  from  the 
Vymwy  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Llanymynech.  At 
the  time  of  writing  the  weather  appears  much  more 
likely  to  settle  down,  and  the  sun  has  shone  brigatly 
throughout  the  day,  with  every  prospect  of  frosty 
nights  to  gladden  the  hearts  of  anglers  for  graylmg.— 
Vyenwy. 

Sussex  Rivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal.— Rain,  so  long  wished  for,  has  put  in  an 
appearance,  falling  in  sheets,  and  deluging  stre-ts  as 
well  as  the  waterMde.  Rivers  have  felt  the  infla=noQ, 
and  are  now  running  fall  and  thick.  The  leaves  and 
d<ibris  are  fast  disappearing,  and  with  a  cessa  i m  of 
the  pluvial  visitation  the  lidal  waters  i-hou  d  be  in 
good  order  by  the  week  end.  At  the  close  of  last  week 
fair  sport  was  obtained  on  the  Ouse  wich  roach 
and  dace.  Mr.  G.  Hall,  at  Lewes,  had  a  181b. 
bag  of  roach,  and  at  Hamsey  Mr.  Ablitt  captured 
some  good  bream,  a  brace  weighing  Gib.  among  the 
take.  Small  pike  were  taken  at  Barcombe  Mills  by 
spinning  and  live  baiting.  The  canal  at  Chichester 
has  been  in  good  order,  as  rain  and  up-country  fl  )ods 
do  not  affect  it.  The  freshet  has  cleared  floating 
di'bris,  and  the  water  is  fishable  to  the  tir^t  loak. 
Daring  the  end  of  last  week  bream  up  to  IJlb  were 
taken,  a  perch  of  2Jlb.,  near  Donnington,  and  pike  of 
from  lib.  to  41b.  From  the  harbour  some  good  fl  itfish, 
a  few  codlirg,  eels  and  small  bass  are  notided.— 
Geoeqe  F. Saltee. 

Teme  ^Iiudlow).  -  The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 
undergone  quite  a  change,  and  is  now  running  out  of 
order  for  fishing.  Heavy  rain  has  been  had  accom- 
panied by  a  gale  of  wind,  and  fishing  haa  been  at,  a 
standstill  this  week,  the  water  baing  high  and  muddy. 
To-day  (Wednesday)  it  has  turned  fine  and  the 
water  is  going  down  and  clearing,  and  if  we  get 
no  more  rain  there  is  a  prospect  of  sport  being 
had  next  week.  Very  little  fishing  has  been 
done  this  week  ;  only  a  few  have  tried  worms  and 
maggot,  and  some  coarse  fish  have  been  landed.  Eels 
have'been  on  the  move,  and  nice  ones  taken.  The 
flush  of  water  has  greatly  assisted  the  salmon  to  get 
up  the  river,  and  a  good  few  fish  have  been  seen 
making  their  way  to  the  spawning  beds.  The  Ony, 
Corvo,  Clun,  and  Lsdwyche  are  all  running  coloured 
and  out  of  fishing  order,  and  will  be  for  some  days 
until  the  weather  takes  up. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury).— In  this  district  the  weather  at 

the  beginning  of  the  week  was  very  bad.    Rain  and  a 
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/  ale  of  wind  passed  over  the  district,  and  soon  made 
1  he  water  begin  to  rise  and  colour;  this  stream  is 
I  ow  out  of  order  for  fly  fishing,  being  high  and  muddy, 
!  nd  it  will  be  some  days  before  there  is  any  prospect 
of  sport.  At  the  end  of  last  week  there  were  some 
nice  fish  taken  with  worm  and  grasshopper.  With 
fine  weather  sport  would  soon  be  good. — Woecesteb. 

Torcross  Ley  (S.  Devon).— Since  last  report  we 
have  had  two  days  of  very  rough  weather,  when  no 
boats  could  go  out.  Mr.  H.  F.  W.  Kooke  fished  four 
days  and  caught  a  quantity  of  perch ;  he  also  had 
very  good  sport  with  the  pike,  largest  81b.  Mr.  J. 
Williams  fished  one  day  from  the  bank  when  the 
weather  was  too  rough  for  boats  and  landed  several 
pike,  the  largest  'J'^ih. — W. 

Trent  (Newark). — For  weeks  there  has  been 
nothing  worth  recording  from  this  district,  and 
possibly  the  worst  barbel  season  on  record  has 
closed.  Roach  and  bream  have  throughout  shown 
a  disinclination  to  accept  any  lure  with  freedom, 
and  anglers  have  been  fairly  beaten.  Pike  fishing 
is  just  now  engaging  attention,  and  several  have 
been  taken  from  the  Muskham  water  ranging  up 
to  81b.  From  an  old  ballast-pit,  on  Nov.  G, 
Mr.  P.  Cox  landed  a  fine  pike  weighing  lOJlb., 
measuring  39  inches  in  length  and  20  inches  in  girth, 
and  this  has  been  sent  for  preservation.  At  the  time 
of  writing  the  Trent  again  holds  a  coloured  water, 
and  throughout  the  last  few  weeks  the  fluctuations 
have  proved  a  source  of  discomfiture  to  anglers. — 
Tbenisidkb. 

Welland  (Market  Deeping'). — Some  capital  pike 
fishing  has  been  had  here,  amongst  the  latet-t  reported 
being  eleven  pike,  weighing  441b.,  captured  by  the 
Rev.  F.  Wright  and  two  friends,  the  largest  scaling 
81b. ;  Mr.  Boyden  landed  three,  one  being  a  7-poundcr; 
and  Mr.  Waterton  captured  two  very  nice  ones. — 
E,  A.  8. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnsliire.)  — 

Many  years  have  elapsed  since  fishing  was  as  pro- 
mising in  November  as  at  the  present  time.  Riins 
have  kept  the  water  up  to  a  good  level,  and  seldom 
has  it  been  more  favourable  for  pike  and  roach. 
Perch  fishing,  though  seldom  sought  after,  has 
also  been  flourishing,  possibly  more  by  luck 
than  design.  The  swinn  about  Bardney  have 
had  attention  from  Lincoln  anglers,  who  have 
used  yellow  paste,  though  samples  got  by  maggot 
fishing  are  no  exception.  Maggots  have  taken  best 
about  Kirkstead.  When  anglers  have  failed  on  the 
Witham  they  have  turned  to  such  tributaries  as  the 
Old  Barling's  Eau.  On  this  stream  pike  fii-hing  has 
been  all  the  rage,  the  best  victims  having  reached  81b. 
each,  and  a  Lincoln  angler  has  caught  fourteen  in  a 
day's  work.  Only  a  few  captures  are  reported  from 
the  Lower  Witham.  Sport  on  the  drains  has  chiefly 
confined  itself  to  pike  and  roach  fishing,  and  some 
good  perch  have  been  caught  at  Stickney. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derlystiire>. — The  heavy 
rain  we  have  had  the  greater  part  of  the  past  week  has 
caused  the  above  rivers  to  be  too  high  for  fly  fishing, 
and  even  in  those  parts  of  the  Derwent  where  bottom 
fishing  is  allowed  only  a  few  fish  have  been  caught. 
Mr.  W.  Evans  on  three  occasions  took  one,  three, 
and  four  and  a  half  brace  respectively,  fishing 
from  the  end  of  the  Rutland  Arms  Hotel  garden, 
Matlock  Bith.  However,  these  rivers  are  fining 
down,  and  will  be  in  better  trim  the  beginning  of  next 
week.  The  best  time  to  fish  (bottom)  is  the  early 
morning;  (fly  fishing)  11  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  A  few  frosts 
would  improve  fishing  all  round. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorks). — We  have  had  very  wild  and  stormy 
weather  since  my  last;  but  it  continues  abnormally 
mild  for  the  time  of  year,  and  to-day  (Nov.  12)  it  is 
far  more  like  September  than  the  middle  of  November. 
All  our  rivers  have  been  in  spate,  and  very  few  of 
them  have  been  fishable  except  in  the  upper  waterF, 
or  in  the  tributary  streams.  I  found  the  Cover  in 
decent  trim  on  Monday,  and  caught  five  brace  with 
the  fly,  which  still  kills  better  than  either  worm  or 
gentle  if  the  water  can  be  caught  right ;  and  the  best 
flies  are  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Red  Tag,  Snipe  and 
Purple,  Claret  Dun,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Bradshaw's 
Fancy.  To-day  (Wednesday)  I  could  only  citch  five 
grayling,  and  after  that  any  amount  of  trout,  smolt, 
and  leaves.  Mr.  Slater  and  a  friend  gave  up  all  idea  of 
catching  grayling,  and  went  in  for  chub  with  success. 
Up  to  now  few  anglers  have  been  out  up  the  Wharfe, 
and  sport  has  been  bad ;  the  freshets  have  given  the 
Nidd  a  much-needed  clearing  out,  and  when  it  fines 
we  are  certain  to  hear  of  an  improvement  in  sport. 
Anglers  have  been  few  and  far  between  in  Swaledale, 
and  only  moderate  bags  are  reported  from  the  Wiske, 
Codbeck,  or  Bedale  Beck,  but  with  an  absence  of 
more  rain  matters  will  improve  by  the  week-end.  The 
Derwent  is  clearing  again.  Prior  to  the  spate  some 
nice  roach,  etc.,  were  caught. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Deveron  (Ban  ffshire).—  The  half-yearly  meeting  of 
the  Fishery  Board  of  the  district  of  the  river  Deveron 
vtas  held  last  week  at  Banff.    Hia  Grace  the  Duke  of 


Richmond  and  Gordon  was  appointed  a  member  of 
the  Board  ia  room  of  Mr.  Wilson,  resigned.  The 
clerk  submitted  probable  estimate  of  income  and 
expenditure  for  the  current  year,  showing  a  deficiency 
in  the  sum  estimated  for  protection  purposes  of 
£413  183.  lid.  The  sum  required  for  the  year  for 
repayment  of  an  instalment  of  loan  from  the  Scottish 
Equitable  Assurance  Society,  with  one  year's  interest, 
would  be  £458  IGs.  lOd.  He  also  submitted  a  state- 
ment of  the  valuation  and  rental  for  the  year  to 
Whitsunday  next,  showing  a  total  annual  value  of 
£3104  13s.  lid.,  and  stated  that  the  requirements 
would  be  met  by  an  assessment  of  2s.  8d.  per  £1  for 
protection  purposes,  and  23.  ll^d.  for  instalment  of 
loan  and  interest,  in  all  53.  TJd.  It  was  resolved  to 
assess  for  that  amount.  The  Board,  having  under 
consideration  the  Fresh  Water  Fish  (Scotland)  Act, 
1902,  instructed  the  superintendent  that  as  regards 
the  river  he  and  his  men  should  report  all  offences 
coming  under  their  notice  to  the  police,  and  generally 
aid  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  In  the 
Banff  Sheriff  Court  on  Wednesday  (Nov.  5),  before 
Sheriff  Reid,  Alexander  Williamson  and  James 
Williamson,  travelling  coopers,  were  charged  with 
having,  on  Sept.  22,  within  the  annual  close  time  for 
the  district  of  the  river  Spey,  fished  for  or  attempted 
to  take  salmon  by  other  means  than  by  rod  or  line  in 
the  river  Livet,  a  tributary  of  the  Spey.  James 
Williamson  appeared  and  pleaded  guilty,  and  the 
Sheriff  sentenced  him  to  pay  a  fine  of  lOj.  and  IO3. 
expenses,  with  the  option  of  seven  days'  imprisonment. 
The  other  accused  f  ailed  to  attend,  and  a  warrant  was 
granted  for  his  apprehension. — H.  W. 

Nortli-East  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  have  been 
in  high  flood  ever  since  the  close  of  the  season,  and  in 
capital  trim  for  fish  getting  well  up  into  the  tide 
streams.  It  will  be  some  weeks  yet  before  an  estimate 
may  be  gauged  as  ts  the  head  of  fish  forward  on  the 
lower  redds,  but  there  has  been  little  difficulty  in 
finding  plenty  of  ripe  fish  on  the  higher  reaches  by  the 
officials  and  others  making  collections  of  ova  for  the 
various  hatcheries.  Several  captures  of  heavy  fish 
towards  the  clo?ing  days  and  not  yet  reported  have 
just  come  to  hand,  chiefly  on  the  Dee,  "^'than,  and 
Ugie.  On  the  last  named  river  a  fish  of  341b.  was  got 
by  Mr.  Donald  Young,  Mount  Pleasant,  but  as  the 
aggregate  catch  on  the  Ugie  was  only  some  ten  salmon 
instead  of  some  ninety  or  a  hundred  the  past  season 
has  to  be  written  down  a  dead  failure. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  remainder  of  the  rivers 
that  have  still  their  waters  open  for  angling  close  to- 
night (Nov.  15).  In  two  respects  the  back-end  has 
been  a  remarkable  one,  first  in  respect  to  the  large 
quantity  of  fish  that  have  ascended  the  rivers  within 
the  past  few  weeks,  and  secondly  the  dourness  of  the 
salmon  rising  to  the  fly  this  autumn.  With  regard  to 
the  large  increase  of  salmon  ascending  the  rivers,  there 
is  little  doubt  but  that  it  is  in  the  main  due  to  the 
non  drift  netting  in  the  Firth.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  the  Eden  Fishery  Board  of  Carlisle  was  respon- 
sible for  the  drift  netting  in  the  Solway,  as  the  board 
issued  licences  to  the  whammellers  tit  drift  netting 
for  salmon  and  grilse.  With  miles  of  nets  practically 
sweeping  the  channel  from  shore  to  shore  every 
lawful  day  year  after  year  the  rivers  were  robbed  of 
their  breeding  fish  in  the  summer  and  autumn.  After 
the  decision  given  last  year  in  regard  to  the  drift  nets 
in  the  Tay,  the  Eden  Conservancy  were  advised  that 
the  law  would  be  violated  should  they  continue  to 
grant  licences  to  the  fishermen  for  drift  netting  in  the 
Solway,  where  the  nets  were  exactly  similar  to  those 
used  in  the  Tay.  Intimation  was  therefore  made  in 
the  fall  of  last  year  that  the  Eden  Board  would 
discontinue  the  licences  this  spring  to  the  fishermen, 
consequently  there  was  no  drift  netting  this  year. 
Now  the  rivers  are  giving  x)romise  of  returning  to 
their  former  productiveness,  and  in  the  course  of  a 
year  or  two  it  is  to  be  trusted  that  there  will  be 
plenty  of  fish  in  the  open  season  for  the  netsmen,  as 
also  for  anglers  in  the  autumn.  Any  increase  in  the 
number  of  stake  nets,  or  any  other  form  of  salmon 
nets,  or  an  extension  of  the  netting  season,  would 
certa'nly  do  gieat  harm  to  the  rivers  in  the  long  run. 
Wi:h  regard  to  the  dourness  of  the  salmon  rising 
to  the  fly  this  back  end,  it  is  difficult  to 
assign  a  reason  except  that  the  unsettled  condition  of 
the  weather  and  waters  have  been  the  chief  cause  of 
this.  In  some  of  the  pools  of  both  the  Annan  and 
Border  Esk  the  fish  swarmed  in  large  numbers,  while 
some  favourite  holds  appeared  to  have  been  passed  by 
this  year  by  the  fish.    The  Hoddom  water  of  the 


Gratiino  Fi.ies  on  gut,  hair,  or  eyed  hioks,  2j.  per  dozen. 
Selections  made  for  any  water  in  the  kingdom.  All  patteins 
sent  out  are  proved  killers  by  J.  E.  Miller,  who  has  had  over 
thirty  years'  practical  experience.  Sample  dozen  flies  sent  on 
receipt  of  2s.  I'ly  dressing  material — wings,  hackles,  silks,  etc. 
Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers'  requirementi. 
Merlin  Hawks',  Bottfrels',  and  other  scarce  skins.  Large  stock 
of  Blue  Heckles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and  Widgeon 
feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  quality,  2d.  per 
doz;n  ;  eyed,  4d.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair  casts,  Is. 
each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts,  Is.  each.  Fly  makers' 
tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc. — J.  E.  Miller  (Telephone 
2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 
Telegrams  :  "  Fiscator,  Leeds.' 


Annan,  usually  a  good  salmon  stretch,  gave  extraordi- 
narily poor  sport  to  the  rods  this  back-end.  More  fish 
occupied  Sir  Robert  Jardine's  portion  of  Castlemilk 
water,  where  large  numbers  gathered  in  the 
St.  Mungo  pool  and  the  waters  thereabouts. 
In  the  Four  Towns  stretch  the  deep  pools 
literally  swarmed  with  fine  salmon,  and  a  fair 
number  were  caught  with  the  worm  bait,  the  favourite 
lure  on  this  portion.  In  one  of  the  pools  of  the 
Annan  a  grand  fish  has  been  showing  himself  daily 
for  the  past  fortnight.  One  gentleman  who  saw  the 
fish  rise  estimated  it  to  weigh  COlb.,  and  this  authority 
weighs  hundreds  of  salmon  every  year.  The  keepers  and 
others  who  first  noticed  this  fish  say  they  have  never 
seen  a  salmon  anything  near  the  size  of  this  particular 
one,  and  yet  the  pools  referred  to  have  yielded  forty- 
pounders.  The  heaviest  fish  that  has  so  far  fallen  to  the 
rods  was  taken  in  the  Annan  and  weighed  35}lb.  There 
have  been  other  good  fish  of  261b.  to  30;b.  taken  in  the 
same  river.  A  large  number  of  heavy  salmon  have 
made  good  their  escape  after  being  hooked  with  the 
fly,  and  this  was  more  particularly  tlie  case  in  some  of 
the  private  stretches  of  the  Annan.  On  Saturday  last 
rain  fell  heavily  and  the  rivers  were  in  big  flood  on 
Nov.  9.  The  Annan  and  Nith  were  fishable  in  the 
upper  reaches,  but  too  heavy  for  the  fly  on  all  lower 
waters  on  Monday  morning.  Heavy  rain  fell 
all  over  the  district  on  Tuesday,  placing  the 
rivers  in  big  spates  this  (Wednesday)  morning. 
The  lower  stretches  of  the  Nith  of  Dumfries 
and  the  Annan  will  not  be  fichable  before  Friday,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  last  two  days  of  the  season 
will  give  some  sport,  especially  to  those  anglers  who 
have  not  had  the  pull  of  a  salmon  this  back-end.  A 
number  of  experienced  fishermen  who  had  got 
into  the  teens  last  year  have  not  killed  a  single 
fish  this  autumn.  The  following  notes  of  the 
sport  have  been  reported  since  last  week : — The 
Annan. — The  waters  were  in  good  order  last  week, 
and  a  number  of  fine  fish  were  caught  with  fly  and 
spoon  baits.  In  Sir  Robert  Jardine's  portion,  near 
Castlemilk,  Mr.  Andr.  Wilson,  fishing  the  Rotchel  pool 
on  Wednesday,  killed  two  salmon  of  301b.  and  181b., 
and  on  the  following  day  he  landed  one  of  111b.  Mr. 
Wilson  has  landed  eight  salmon  in  this  water,  and  on 
Monday  he  had  another  one  of  141b.  Mr.  W.  Varie, 
Lockerbie,  killed  one  on  Monday  of  91b.,  and  Mr. 
Gordon  Farish  took  one  of  101b.  Mr.  Montgomery, 
senr.,  Hightae,  killed  one  of  231b.  with  worm  bait, 
and  Mr.  Montgomery,  junr.,  one  of  lesser  weight. 
On  Tuesday,  November  11,  Mr.  Montgomery,  senr., 
killed  a  beautiful  clean  run  hen  fish  in  the  Four 
Towns  water  of  Hightae  of  about  191b.  This  was  also 
caught  with  worm  bait.  Mr.  Graham,  solicitor, 
Lockerbie,  caught  one  in  the  same  water  of  201b.  with 
worm,  while  another  Lockerbie  gentleman  took  one 
with  fly  near  to  Shillahill  Bridge  of  Hightae.  Mr. 
Henry  Boyd,  Loohmaben,  who  has  killed  seven 
salmon  in  Hightae  water,  had  a  nice  fish  the 
other  day.  A  number  of  salmon,  besides  those 
recorded  above,  have  been  landed.  Mr.  Tom  Bell, 
Lockerbie,  had  a  good  one  with  worm.  Other 
salmon  have  been  landed  in  thii  water  by  cross 
line  fishing — that  is  by  a  line  stretched  from  bank  to 
bank,  from  which  flies,  spoons  and  minnows  are 
suspended  and  worked  by  two  rods,  one  on  each  bank. 
It  is  a  form  of  fishing  that  is  peculiar  to  this  particular 
water,  which  is  practically  free  for  salmjn  and  trout. 
A  number  of  the  natives  hold  a  right  to  fish  this  part 
of  the  river,  the  right  having  been  granted  to  their 
ancestors  by  King  James,  who  also  gave  them  a 
free  grant  of  land  for  services  rendered  during  his 
reign.  I  am  not  aware  if  this  particular  form 
of  angling  is  carried  on  in  any  other  district  of  Soot- 
land.  I  know  it  has  long  been  declared  illegal  in 
England.  In  the  Mouat  Annan  water,  on  Nov.  8, 
Mr.  Pasley-Dirom's  keeper  (Andrew  Bell)  killed  one 
of  81b.  in  Luce  pool  with  spoon  bait,  and  on  Nov.  10 
the  same  angler  had  one  of  211b.  in  the  Tower  pool, 
also  with  spoon  bait.  Mr.  J.  Bell-Irving's  keeper 
caught  one  of  91b.  in  the  salmon  pcol  last  week,  and 
on  Nov.  10  he  took  one  of  19^1b.  in  the  same  pool. 
Mr.  Pullen,  Hammersmith,  London,  and  Mr.  Harry 
Hudson,  Oldham,  fished  Hightae  water  on  Nov.  11,  but 
the  heavy  rain  drove  them  off  the  river.  The  keeper, 
Angus  Macdonald,  killed  one  of  about  201b.  in  Craig- 
dale  stream  of  Northfield  water  on  Nov.  6.  In  St, 
Mungo  Pool,  Mr.  P.  Loudon,  Edinburgh,  had  a  small 
fish  of  61b.  on  Nov.  8,  before  the  river  rose  in  flood, 
and  one  of  the  keepers  caught  one  in  the  Rotchel 
Pool  on  the  same  day.  Mr.  James  Graham,  Annan, 
had  one  on  Nov.  8  in  the  Boat  pool  of  Hightae, 
and  another  of  about  201b.  was  caught  in 
the  same  water,  both  falling  to  the  worm  bait. 
A  number  cf  salmon  have  been  caught  in  the  Din- 
woodie  and  Wamphray  waters  during  the  week.  The 
floods  have  kept  the  lower  waters  out  of  order,  and  no- 
thing has  been  done  since  last  week's  report.  The  spate 
to-day  (Wednesday)  will  just  about  finish  the  prospects 
for  the  lower  waters  for  Friday  and  Saturday.  The 
Nith. — This  river  has  been  in  good  order  since  last  week 
for  all  higher  waters,  but  the  spates  have  acted  against 
sport  in  the  lower  stretches.  In  the  Mid-Nithsdale 
waters  below  Tboruhill,  the  pools  have  been  in  good  ply 
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and  a  number  of  salmon  have  fallen  to  the  rods  ia 
the  Closebum  and  Auldgirth  sections.  The  Devon 
minnow  proved  a  successful  lure,  and  in  the  high 
state  of  the  water  the  spoon-bait  did  very  well.  The 
lower  waters  have  yielded  rather  indifferent  sport  this 
back-end  owing  to  the  number  of  spates  in  the  river 
causing  the  fish  to  keep  on  the  run  to  the  higher 
reaches.  A  Dumfries  angler  killed  a  fine  fish  of 
about  201b.  on  Friday  (Nov.  7),  and  I  hear  of 
several  others  being  taken  in  the  Closeburn  waters. 
The  river  came  down  in  heavy  flood  this  (Wednesday) 
morning,  so  that  the  prospects  in  the  present  unsettled 
condition  of  the  weather  are  not  so  bright  for  the 
remaining  days  of  the  rod  fishing,  especially  for  those 
who  fish  with  fly  only.  The  only  river  open  for 
angling  in  the  south  of  Scotland  will  be  the  Galloway 
Urr  of  Dalbeattie  and  the  Tweed,  which  finish  at  the 
end  of  the  month. — Heatherbell 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
Salmon  angling  continued  to  yield  fair  sport  up  till 
the  end  of  last  week,  notwithstanding  the  low  state  of 
the  rivers  and  the  uncommonly  fine  weather.  After 
rain  on  Saturday  the  rivers  rose  to  about  three  feet, 
which  was  much  hoped  for.    Better  sport  is  antici- 
pated, but  this  is  delayed  by  a  fresh  rise  of  the 
river  to-day  (Wednesday).    Last  week  we  referred 
to  the  capture  of  a  spring  salmon  by  Mr.  Bell- 
Irving.     We  are  informed  that  Mr.  Perkins,  of 
Carham  Hall,  caught  one  of  the  same  on  Oct.  14. 
He  had  one  also  of  101b.  on  Nov.  7.    The  heaviest 
fish  reported  this  week  was  caught  by  Mr.  T.  Pringle, 
Hendersyde,  and  weighed  341b.  At  Boldside  on  Nov.  3 
Major  G.  D.  White  had  a  salmon  of  17^Ib.,  and  Col.  F. 
Davies,  two  salmon  of  15Jlb.  and  ICaib.,  and  a  sea-trout 
4^1b.    On  Nov.  4,  Capt.  N.  L.  Cotry  had  two  salmon 
of  221b.  and  121b. ;  Major  White  one  of  61b.,  and  Col. 
Davies  a  grilse,  51b.    On  Nov.  6,  Capt.  Corry  had  a 
salmon,  lolb. ;  Col.  Davies,  one,  14Jlb.,  and  A.  Holmes 
(fisherman)  a  sea-trout,  3  J  lb.    On  Nov.  8,  Mr.  G. 
Erskine  had  two  salmon,  81b.  and  61b.,  and  A.  Holmes 
a  salmon  of  191b.    On  Rutherford  water  Major  Arm- 
strong, on  Nov.  5,  bad  tix  fish  of  20Ib.,  181b.,  171b., 
171b.,  101b.,  and  6ib  ,  and  Mrs.  M.  P.  Lucas  a  salmon 
of  151b.,  and  Mr.  Morton  P.  Lucis  one  of  251b.  On 
Nov.    6,    Mrs.    Lucas    had    one    of    151b.,  and 
Mr.  Morton  P.  Lucas    one    of    19Jlb.    On  Nov. 
7,  Mr.  Lucas  had  two  salmon  of  19Jlb.  and  91b. 
Mrs.  Lucas  one  of  221b.,  and  Major  Armstrong  a 
salmon  of  161b.  and  two  grilse  of  71b.  each  on  8th. 
On  10th,  Mr.  C.  Maudsley  caught  a  salmon  and  a 
grilse  181b.  and  7^1b  ,  and  Major  Armstrong  a  salmon 
of  151b.    On  lltb,  Mr.  Lucas  had  a  salmon  of  19Jlb., 
Mrs.  Lucas  three,  of  271b.,  191b.,  and  15Jlb.,  and  Mr. 
Maudsley  three,  of  141b.,  141b.,  and  111b.,  and  a  grilse 
of  81b.    At  Makerstoun,  Capt.  Julian  Spicer  caught  a 
salmon  of  231b.  on  5th.    On  6th,  Capt.  Spicer  a  grilse 
101b. ;  on  7th  he  had  one  salmon  211b.  and  three 
grilse  91b.,  91b.,  and  Clb.    On  the  8th  the  same  angler 
caught  two  salmon,  211b.  and  161b.,  and  four  grilse  of 
91b.,  91b.,  81b.,  and  71b.  On  Floors  Castle  lower  water 
on  Wednesday,  Mr.  McCuUoch  had  the  best  day  of  the 
season,  so  far  as  it  has  gone.  On  the  famous  Putt  and 
Garden- Wall  casts  he  had  fifteen  fish,  averaging  nearly 
141b.  each;  the  weights  are— 191b.,  191b.,  181b.,  171b., 
171b.,  161b.,  141b.,  14lb.,  131b,,  131b.,  121b.,  111b.,  91b., 
81b.  and  61b  ,  in  all,  2061b.  (This  is  considerably  short 
of  the  big  day  this  same  gentleman  had  last  season, 
when  he  had  eighteen  fish  averaging  181b.)  On  Friday 
(Nov.  7;  he  had  three  salmon  of  181b.,  181b.,  and  141b., 
and  on  Tuesday  he  also  had  three  of  181b.,  161b.,  and 
111b.    These  were  freshly-rua  salmon.    On  Ednam 
House  water,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Wood  had  a  grilse  of 
8Ib.,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Plummer  had  a  grilse  of  71b.  on 
Saturday  (Nov.  8).  On  Hendersyde  water.  Sir  Richard 
Waldie  Griffiths  had  five  salmon  on  Wednesday 
(Nov.  5),  weighing  27Jlb.,  181b.,  16Alb.,  151b.  and 
8ilb.,  and  Captain  Greer  two  of  16Jlb.  and  161b. 
on  Friday  (Nov.  7).    On  the  8th,  Sir  R.  W.  Griffith 
had  two,  of  221b.  and  171b.,  and  Mr.  T.  Pringle 


one  of  341b.  On  Nov.  11  Sir  R.  W.  Griffith  had 
one  of  24Jlb.,  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Douglas  four  of  141b., 
81b.,  81b.,  and  51b.  On  Birgham  water  on  Nov.  4 
Mr.  C.  Meade  had  a  salmon  of  161b.,  Mr.  Boulteel  one 
of  331b.  and  a  grilse  of  111b.,  and  Lord  Romney  caught 
a  salmon  of  19^1b.,  and  a  61b,  grilse.  On  Nov.  5  Lord 
Romney  caught  nine  fish,  weighing  271b.,  231b.,  231b., 
lS|lb,,  181b.,  111b.,  and  three  grilse  of  91b  ,  91b.,  and 
81b.  On  Nov.  6  Mr.  Boulteel  had  five  fish  of  221b., 
221b.,  201b.,  191b.,  and  61b.,  and  Lord  Romnoy  one  of 
191b.  On  Nov.  7  Lord  Dunglass  had  a  salmon  and  a 
grilse  of  191b.  and  91b,,  and  Lord  Romney  two  salmon 
of  221b.  and  121b.,  and  a  71b.  grilse.  Lady  Dunglass 
caught  a  grilse  of  101b,,  and  Lady  Margaret  Douglas 
Home  one  of  81b.  on  Nov.  8. — Maxwiieel, 

Tyne  (North  and  South)  and  Neig'hbouring 
Rivers. — Our  rivers  are  run  down  to  fine,  and  I  am 
glad  to  say  Mr.  Bennet  Vineberg  and  friend,  fishing  on 
Tuesday  at  Corbridge,  had  a  nice  afternoon's  sport 
amongst  the  dace.  Mr,  Vinebarg  had  six  really 
splendid  dace  (pounders),  whilst  his  friend  landed 
seventeen  good  fish.  A  few  grayling  have  been  caught 
on  the  Till  with  fly  by  local  anglers.  I  am  very  pleased 
to  think  the  Shieldfield  Angling  Association  are  going 
into  the  matter  of  stocking  the  free  reaches  of  the 
Tyne  with  grayling,  and  I  trust  other  clubs  will  do 
the  same,  which  might  lead  to  bleeding  the  Con- 
servancy Board  to  the  tune  of  restocking  the  Tyne 
with  trout.  It  is  very  natural  licence  holders  expect 
some  return  for  their  half-crowns. — Henry  A.  Murton, 
Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  87,  Grey-street,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  local  streams  are  all 
high  in  flood,  which  state  will  protect  them  for  a  time 
against  the  attentions  of  the  poachers.  The  flooded 
state  of  the  canals  and  lakes  also  prevents  coarse 
fishing.  The  Ulster  Anglers,  which  have  now  a  member- 
ship of  200,  and  therefore  the  largest  in  Ireland,  will 
hold  a  "  smoker  "  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  27,  at  which 
the  prizes  won  at  the  Kells  water  trouting  competition 
and  the  Toome  coarse  fishing  competition  will  be 
presented. — J.  A.  B. 

Fane  (co.  Louth). — Not  for  many  seasons  has  this 
river  held  such  a  stock  of  salmon.  It  is  not  too  much 
to  say  that  by  the  new  year  the  poachers  will  have  tlie 
big  end  of  them.  It  is  simply  monstrous  that  the 
Government  does  not  do  something  for  its  protection 
during  the  close  time.  In  the  closing  days  Colonel 
de  la  Cherois  and  another  gentleman  killed  two 
salmon,  71b.  and  121b.  Although  the  river  was  full 
of  fish  during  October  they  rose  badly,  and  this  seems 
to  have  been  an  all  round  thing. — J,  A.  B. 

Iiongh  Currane,  etc,  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Heavy  rain  has  fallen  on  several  days  and  nights,  and 
all  waters  are  flooded  to  rather  an  unusual  extent  for 
this  period  of  the  year.  Salmon  and  sea-trout  have 
been  pushing  up  in  good  numbers,  generally  speaking, 
to  the  spawning  grounds.  On  the  Cummeragh, 
Owreagh,  and  on  some  spawning  beds  of  the  Inny, 
spawning  operations  have  already  commenced  among 
salmon  and  sea-trout ;  while  such  operations  are  well 
advanced  as  far  as  brown  trout  are  concerned.  Parties 
of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  are  now  stationed  at 
Dromid  Lodge  and  Derrianna  Lodge  to  assist  the 
bailiffs  in  protecting  the  spawning  fish.  The  Con- 
stabulary certainly  give  valuable  aid,  without  which 
the  protection  afforded  would  be  inadequate. — T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur). — The 
fpUowing  anglers  are  fishing  and  shooting  from  the 
Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  and  have  had  excellent 
sport  among  the  pike  and  wildfowl : — Captain  Parker 
and  Mrs.  Parker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Price,  Messrs.  Rawlin- 
son,  Prichard,  Butler  and  Taylor.  Largest  pike,  221b. 
— J.  A.  J. 

Bloy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Balliua,  co. 
Mayo). — Mr.  Cuddy,  staying  at  lijllina,  had  nine 
jack  during  the  week  on  the  loughs,  71b.,  8|  b,,  9Jlb., 
101b.,  101b.,  141b.,  15jlb.,  221b.,  271b.,  and  some  fair 
sport  also  with  wildfowl.  The  above  jack  were  all 
taken  on  a  spoon. — Pat  Hbarnes. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — Boat  anglers  have  had  grand  sport 
with  silver  whiting,  etc.,  during  the  past  fortnight, 
one  boat  taking  about  3c wt.,  including  conger,  dog- 
fish, wrasse,  etc.  Two  fine  turbot  were  caught  a  few 
days  ago,  and  a  friend  of  mine  caught  a  whiting 
weighing  31b.  Messrs.  S.  Larkin,  fishmongers  here, 
were  inundated  with  silver  whiting  caught  by  sea- 
anglers,  who  had  more  than  enough  for  themselves, 
and  on  one  day  purchased  about  two  thousand  fish. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — The  weather  has  been 
rather  wild  and  wet  recently,  and  no  anglers  have 
gone  out  fishing  from  boats.  On  one  day  a  local 
angler,  fishing  from  the  rocks,  got  six  good  pollack. 
Mackerel  and  pollack  appear  to  ba  still  numerous.  In 
this  sheltered  bay  good  sport  is  often  had  even  in 
mid-winter. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — Thursday  and  Friday,  Nov.  6  and  7,  fine  with 
blue  aky,  sun  shining  brightly,  and  splendid  takes  of 


fish  landed,  together  with  a  few  large  cod.  Nov.  8, 
wind  S.S.W.,  strong,  increasing  to  gale,  with  rain  and 
heavy  sea,  which  compelled  all  the  boats  to  leave  the 
fishing  grounds  and  return  to  the  shore  early.  In  spite 
of  this  wild  weather  some  decent  takes  were  landed, 
Messrs.  Andrew  Fisk  and  J.  Glassington  four  score 
whiting,  the  last-named  gentleman  took  a  codfish  of 
13 Jib.,  Mr.  Taylor  and  friend  about  five  score,  while 
some  of  the  rest  had  decent  takes.  Nov.  9,  wind  S.W., 
gentle  breeze  and  bright  sunshine,  and  a  large  contin- 
gent of  anglers  out  and  grand  sport  obtained  all  round. 
Nov.  10,  wind  S.W.,  fine  and  light  breeze,  the  red-letter 
day  of  this  season  ;  an  enormous  quantity  of  fish  landed 
and  of  good  quality.  One  local  boatman  hooked  a 
very  large  conger,  and  whilst  lifting  him  into  the  boat 
with  his  gaff  the  iron  hook  broke  and  he  broke  away  with 
hook  and  snood.  He  afterwards  hooked  another  fine 
fellow,  but  on  account  of  not  having  another  gaff  he 
lost  this  one  also.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett  took  in  two 
days  ten  score  of  mixtures,  and  Mr.  Nunn  in  two  days 
twelve  score  of  splendid  whiting,  a  few  codling,  two 
good  conger,  and  other  fish.  Nov.  11,  gentle  breeze, 
S.W. ;  grand  sport  all  round.  Nov.  12,  Light  breeze, 
S.W.  ;  sport  not  quite  so  grand  as  the  last  two  days. 
With  another  blow  I  anticipate  grand  sport  the  next 
spring  tides. — Edward  Hanger  (Agent  B.S.A.S.), 
Napier,  Beach-street. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Good  pier  angling  has  obtained 
throughout  the  last  few  days,  the  strong  wind  of 
Saturday  (Nov.  8)  having  driven  the  whiting  near  to 
the  shore.  On  the  previous  day  sport  on  the  pier  was 
almost  nil,  but  Mr.  J.  M.  BoUand  took  a  beautiful 
lobster  of  SJlb.  perfect  in  every  particular.  The 
heaviest  catch  on  Saturday  fell  to  Mr.  Beasley,  who 
made  a  good  bag  of  codling  in  the  evening,  the  two 
heaviest  fish  scaling  51b.  and  41b.  respectively.  Both 
local  and  visiting  anglers  were  kept  busily  employed 
on  Monday,  and  some  really  splendid  catches  of 
whiting  rewarded  their  captors.  Monday  again 
provided  thorough  good  sport,  though  unfortunately 
very  few  were  present  to  enjoy  it.  Evening  hours 
witnessed  a  serious  falling  off  with  whiting,  but  codling 
and  pouting  made  up  for  the  deficiency.  Tuesday 
opened  rough  and  unpleasant,  but,  strange  to  say,  the 
best  catches  of  fish  came  to  hand  during  the  prevalence 
of  the  strong  wind.  Numbers  of  visitors  unable  to  get 
afloat  patronised  the  pier  for  several  hours,  both  in  the 
morning  and  afternoon,  but  the  returns  were  anything 
but  satisfactory.  Wednesday  was  calm,  and  the  water 
clear  and  bright,  the  result  being  very  poor  until  after 
sundown. 

Result  of  Geesham  Competition, 

Messrs.  C.  P.  F.  Buckingham,  eight  whiting, 
41b.  lloz. ;  F.  H.  Millekin,  eighteen  whiting,  121b.  2oz., 
and  one  conger,  21b.  8oz, ;  Briggs,  five  whiting,  31b. ; 
J.  H.  Basten,  fourteen  whiting,  91b.,  and  three  congers, 
91b. ;  G.  Maull,  three  whiting,  lib.  13oz, ;  F.  W. 
Norman,  fifteen  whiting,  91b.  12oz. ;  W.  Marshall, 
whiting,  211b.  7oz, ;  J.  T.  Church,  whiting,  211b.  14oz. 
— J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S,). 

Felixstowe. — On  Nov.  9  Mr.  James  Morsley,  fish- 
ing from  Felixstowe  Pier,  landed  a  splendid  sole 
weighing  2Jlb.  It  was  eighteen  inches  in  length  and 
eight  inches  across  the  widest  part.  As  regards  tackle, 
it  was  taken  on  a  Carter's  "  Well  Done  "  sea  rod,  a 
No.  2  "Minchin"  hook,  and  the  "Ormeston"  wire 
for  snooding.  Mr.  Morsley  also  captured  forty-two 
whiting,  eleven  dabs,  and  two  eels. 

Fowey  (Cornwall). — Boat  anglers  have  had  good 
sport  with  pollack  during  the  past  fortnight,  and  we 
took  twenty-five  pollack  the  other  day,  from  61b.  to 
121b.  each,  and  a  ling.  Fishing  in  the  harbour  is 
chiefly  confined  to  pollack,  plaice,  and  bass. — H. 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards. — The  rough  weather 
of  late  has  completely  stopped  the  fishing  in  boats. 
On  Wednesday  the  weather  improved,  consequently  a 
good  number  of  boats  out.  Some  good  whiting  and 
dabs  have  been  brought  ashore.  Fishing  from  the 
piers  has  been  better  this  last  week,  some  fair  sized 
codling  and  flat  fish  being  taken.  Mr.  Bames,  on 
Nov.  9,  from  Hastings  Pier,  secured  some  nice  codling 
up  to  2Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Rawlings,  flat  fish;  amongst  his 
catch  was  a  flounder  lib.  lloz.  Good  fish  have  also 
been  taken  from  St.  Leonards  Pier,  Mr.  Watts,  from 
the  harbour  works,  on  Wednesday,  secured  a  conger 
weighing  151b,  7Joz.,  and  Mr.  Foster  some  nice 
whiting,  average  fib.  Weather  fine,  water  good 
colour.    Splendid  prospects  for  the  next  few  days. — A. 

Ramsgate. — With  the  exception  of  one  or  two 
boisterous  days,  boat  fishing  has  been  good  during 
the  week,  seven  and  eight  score  of  mixed  codling 
and  whiting  being  the  average,  good  dabs  rather 
scarce.  The  Iron  Pier  has  fished  well  with  codling 
and  whiting,  and  two  or  three  decent  bass  have  been 
also  taken  there.  From  the  east  and  west  piers  most 
anglers  have  had  nice  strings  of  whiting.  Silver  eels 
are  decidedly  not  on  the  bite.  Weather  improving, 
and  with  next  week's  spring  tides  good  all-round 
fishing  should  be  had. — Grey  Mullett. 

Plymouth. — The  clerk  of  the  weather  has  not  been 
very  kind  to  us  this  week  ;  the  cone  has  been  up  for 
gales  from  the  southward,  and  the  weather  very 
unsettled.   The  regular  fishermen  have  not  cared  to 
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venture  out  too  far,  and  the  pier  fishermen  have  not 
dared  to  brave  the  elements.  Some  of  the  steam 
trawlers,  hovrever,  have  brought  in  some  good  catches 
from  the  distant  grounds,  which  have,  of  course, 
fetched  high  prices.  Some  enormous  schools  of 
pilchards  have  been  enclosed  in  the  seines  at  West 
Cornwall,  but  owing  to  the  rough  weather  a  lot  were 
lost  as  they  could  not  tuck  them.  Let  us  hope  for 
better  weather  next  week,  when  I  trust  I  may  be  able 
to  send  a  more  favourable  report. — William  Heaeder 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Scarborough. — Good  sport  has  been  had  during 
the  past  week  or  so  by  pier  anglers,  with  "  billet  "  and 
codling.  Silver  whiting  appear  to  have  left  the  bay. 
— H. 

Southwold. — On  Nov.  10,  fishing  from  the  pier,  I 
took  231b.  of  flat-fish  and  whiting.  These  included 
plaice,  dabs,  flounders,  and  sand-dabs.  On  Nov.  9, 
Mr.  H.  Moore  secured  a  codling  of  5Jlb.  Fairly 
good  catches  continue  to  be  made  from  boats. — E.  J. 
Canova. 

Walmer. — The  heavy  gale  which  c^uite  stopped 
fishing  on  Saturday  last  has  had  a  most  beneficial 
effect.  Sport  has  rarely,  if  ever,  been  better  in  this 
district.  On  Monday  more  fish  were  landed  than  on 
any  other  single  day  within  recollection,  and  for  both 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  first-rate  takes  are  recorded. 
Everything  points  to  a  continuance  of  this  satisfactory 
state  of  things.  Sprats  are  still  scarce,  but  herrings 
are  more  plentiful ;  the  catches,  however,  are  not  up  to 
the  average  for  the  time  of  year.  Congers  of  large  size, 
somewhat  unusual  visitors,  have  put  in  an  appearance. 
On  Monday  a  local  fisherman,  Joe  Mercer,  junior,  foul- 
hooked  a  fish  of  481b.,  and  after  a  severe  struggle  got 
him  on  board,  when  he  and  the  fish  had  a  big  fight 
for  the  captaincy  of  the  boat.  Finally  the  conger  got 
his  head  and  part  of  his  body  well  over  the  gunwale, 
and  would  have  returned  to  the  water,  but  Mercer, 
handling  his  gaff — locally  "  hiS  " — quickly  and 
skilfully  persuaded  him  to  keep  in  the  boat,  where 
he  received  his  quietus.  I  saw  the  fish  myself — a 
splendid  conger  in  the  pink  of  condition.  Strangely 
enough,  the  same  man  foul-hooked  and  captured 
another  of  281b.  a  day  or  two  before.  Week-end 
prospects  both  for  weather  and  sport  excellent. — 
Ohables  Husset,  B.S.A.S. 

Weymouth. — Fishing  here  has  been  almost  at  a 
standstill  the  past  week.  We  have  had  most  boisterous 
weather — southerly  gales  and  torrents  of  rain  for 
several  days.  To-day  (Wednesday)  has  turned  out 
fine.  A  few  pollack  and  bass  have  been  taken  in  the 
harbour,  also  a  decent  quantity  of  eels,  but  nothing  of 
any  note. — A.  G.  Rowell. 


Jlssociafions 

(Sfboiaii  Mbetinqb), 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday,  Nov.  17,  at  8  p.m. — R,  G.  Woodruff. 

No.  2  District. 

The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Camden  Angling 
Society  on  Nov.  17. — Ben  Abrahams. 

CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON  ANGLING 
CLUBS— 

The  monthly  meeting  held  at  the  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  W.C.,  was  again  attended  by 
delegates  from  the  leading  angling  clubs.  Mr.  C.  A. 
Medcalf  sent  a  telegram  intimating  that  he  was 
unable  to  attend.  A  respectful  and  sympathetic 
reference  was  made  to  the  cause  of  his  absence.  Mr. 
W.  H.  Elsmore  officiated  as  chairman.  Minutes 
and  correspondence  duly  read,  Mr.  Watling  re- 
ported a  most  successful  visit  to  the  North  London 
A.S.  Mr.  Elsmore  reported  work  of  the  T.A.P.S.  ; 
also  read  letter  from  Mr.  H.  W.  Higgins  and  Mr. 
Riverkeeper  Eyre,  proving  that  the  utmost  care  and 
attention  was  exercised  in  protecting  the  Thames 
fishery.  The  Central's  competition  fixed  to  take  place 
at  Bourne  End  on  Sunday,  Nov.  23,  was  confirmed 
a  suggestion  that  it  should  be  postponed  being  nega- . 
tived  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  A  capital  list 
of  valuable  and  useful  prizes  was  read  to  the  meet- 
ing and  heartily  approved  of ;  particulars  and 
tickets  can  be  obtained  on  application  to  the 
secretary.  Mr.  J.  Levien  submitted  his  very  hand- 
some silver  cup  for  the  inspection  of  the  delegates, 
general  admiration  being  expressed  on  all  sides. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Croker,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Haynes,  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
for  his  generous  gift.  Complaint  was  received  that 
some  anglers  carelessly  leave  gates  open,  a  practice 
that  received  the  severe  condemnation  of  the  delegates 
present.  The  secretary  reported  a  collection  at  the 
Putney  A.  S.  in  aid  of  the  T.A.P.S.  funds  realised 
the  respectable  sum  of  43*.  Also  at  the  Clifton 
A.  8.  the  sum  of  20s.  for  the  Restocking  Fund.  All 
letters  to  be  sent  to  the  Secretary,  C,  Priter-road, 
Loudon,  S.E, 


Allason  United  Brothers  A.S. — 

On  Nov.  24  a  concert  will  be  given  on  behalf  of 
the  Anglers'  Association  Restocking  Fund  at  the 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate, 
when  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  (Sec.  A.A.)  will  kindly 
take  the  chair.    "  Dragnet "  hopes  to  be  present. 

City  ob"  London  Pisoatobial  Society — 

The  meeting  on  Tuesday  last  (over  which  Mr. 
John  Hurren  presided)  was  very  well  attended, 
many  members  being  present  who  had  taken  part 
in  the  outing  to  Leigh  earlier  in  the  day.  The 
result,  however,  was  rather  disappointing,  as,  on 
account  of  unfavourable  weather,  the  aggregate 
catch  was  but  small.  The  best  takes  were  those  of 
Mr.  C.  E.  Fosbrooke  (society's  prize)  and  Messrs. 
Gilbert  and  Turner.  Mr.  Fosbrooke  received  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  for  the  very  successful  way  in  which 
he  had  carried  out  all  arrangements  connected  with 
the  outing.  There  were  many  other  fishing  reports, 
including — Mr.  Crumplen,  some  three  dozen  good 
dabs,  etc.,  off  Southend ;  Mr.  J.  Warne,  a  large 
catch  of  whiting  at  Hastings  ;  and  Messrs.  Dryden, 
Hollands,  and  Taylor,  about  ten  score  whiting  from 
Burnham.  A  large  number  of  tickets  for  the  supper 
on  Nov.  18  were  applied  for  by  members,  and  the 
chairman  requested  that  gentlemen  of  a  musical 
turn  would  bring  music,  etc.,  so  as  to  add  to  the 
festivity  of  the  occasion.  Members  that  may  require 
extra  tickets  should  apply  at  once  to  the  hon.  sec. 
Two  gentlemen  were  nominated  for  membership. 
Attention  was  called  to  the  outing  to  Burnham-on- 
Crouch  on  Nov.  25  (prize  of  twenty-one  shillings- 
worth  of  sea  tackle  for  best  three  whiting  over  half  a 
pound).  Mr.  E.  A.  Beaumont,  of  193,  Evering-road, 
Upper  Clapton,  N.E.,ha8  kindly  consented  to  make 
arrangements,  and  members  should  write  to  this 
gentleman  if  they  intend  to  go.  The  usual  C.L.P.S. 
toast  having  been  enthusiastically  honoured,  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the  proceedings  of 
a  busy  evening. 

Gbbbham  Angling  Society-— 

Mr.  Salmon  occupied  the  chair  at  the  weekly 
meeting  of  the  above  society  on  Tuesday  last. 
After  transacting  the  usual  routine  business,  those 
members  present  who  had  been  to  Deal  to  take  part 
in  the  annual  sea  fishing  competition  narrated 
their  experiences.  They  all  agreed  that  Saturday 
was  a  record  in  bad  weather  as  far  as  this  outing 
is  concerned.  Several  never  went  afloat,  and  those 
who  did  had  had  enough  of  it  in  a  couple  or 
so  of  hours.  The  "  takes,"  needless  to  say,  ruled 
small,  though  the  whiting  were  of  very  good  size.  On 
Monday,  the  alternate  day  of  the  competition,  strange 
to  say,  the  whiting  taken  were  very  much  smaller. 
A  complete  report  of  the  results  will  be  given  in 
next  week's  issue.  Other  fishing  reports  were : — 
Mr.  Scott,  on  the  Lea,  jack  up  to  51b.,  and  perch  up 
to  21b. ;  Mr.  Baker,  at  Richmond,  a  quantity  of 
dace;  Mr.  Gill  with  Mr.  Hicks,  at  Burnham-on- 
Crouch,  had  some  good  sport  with  the  whiting  :  Mr. 
Gill's  catch  was  three  and  a  half  score ;  Mr.  Berth - 
wick,  at  Burnham,  four  score  whiting.  The  weather 
here  was  very  boisterous  and  cold,  though  a  south- 
westerly wind  was  blowing.  Our  bailiff  at  Kelvedon 
reports  the  water  in  good  order  for  jacking.  A  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the  meeting. — F.  E. 
Eldeed,  Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society — 

Our  inaugural  concert  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel 
on  Nov.  5  was  a  most  gratifying  success,  both  as 
regards  the  attendance  and  the  high  class  of  the 
entertainment  provided.  Under  the  able  control  of 
Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd,  who  occupied  the  chair,  the  pro- 
gramme was  smartly  and  smoothly  run  through. 
The  features  of  the  evening  in  the  concerted  pieces 
were  "The  Messenger  Boy"  (selection),  "Casino 
Tanze  "  (Gung'l),  and  Michel's  "  Czardas  No.  P," 
admirably  executed  by  the  Gremonese  Orchestra. 
The  rendering  of  the  violin  solo,  Elgar's  "  Salut 
d' Amour,"  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts,  the  leader  of  the 
orchestra,  was  magnificent,  and  the  company  refused 
to  be  satisfied  until,  as  an  encore,  he  gave  in  the 
same  finished  style  Intermezzo  ("  Cavalleria  Rusti- 
cana").  The  cornet  solo,- "The  Lost  Chord,"  by 
-  Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood,  also  caHB^farspecial  recognition. 
The  efforts  of  all  the  vocal  artists  were  worthy  the 
highest  commendation  ;  but  perhaps  Mr.  H.  Callen- 
der,  "Best  of  All,"  Mr.  W.  Ricks,  "  Work,"  Mr.  E. 
Kicks,  "  Heroes  and  Gentlemen,"  Mr.  A.  Gha'pman, 
"  Ballymoney  Conversazione,"  Mr.  A.  Bridge, "  Does 
it  Matter  ?  "  Mr.  H.  Reynolds,  "  The  Devout  Lover  " 
and  "  To-morrow  will  be  Friday,"  earned  the  more 
enthusiastic  receptions.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
musical  programme  a  few  short  and  pithy  speeches 
were  indulged  in,  and  hearty  thanks  returned  to  the 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
puWished  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office. — A  CATALOQUDof  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  Histories, 
ftod  Indian  Government  Fublioatlona  can  be  had  on  application. 


chairman,  thejirtists,  and  the  entertainment  com- 
mittee, Messrs"."  Attwood,  Rayner,  and  Ricks.  The 
next  concert  will  take  place  on  Dec.  10.  Since  last 
report  takes  have  ruled  small,  but  two  notable 
exceptions  have  been  a  catch  of  22Jlb.  of  roach  by 
Mr.  S.  Stone,  best  fish  lib.  13§oz.,  lib.  12Joz., 
lib.  lljoz.,  lib.  9Joz. ;  and  a  take  of  281b.  of  roach 
recorded  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Clements,  best  six  fish 
6Ib.  Goz.  A  general  meeting  will  be  held  next 
Wednesday. — G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society — 

Although  details  of  sport  given  on  Monday  evening 
— when  Mr.  H.  Harden,  fresh  from  the  charming 
valley  of  the  Lambourn,  was  unanimously  voted  to 
the  chair — were  meagre,  some  interesting  experi- 
ences were  related  by  members.  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown, 
who  went  to  Hungerford  to  try  for  grayling  in  the 
gale  of  Saturday,  was  forced — for  a  time,  at  all 
events — to  fall  back  upon  pike,  having  permission 
to  spin  a  length  of  the  Kennet  there.  Mr.  Brown 
told  an  amusing  story  of  the  way  in  which  the  jack 
came  to  the  Wagtail  he  was  using.  He  "  rose  " 
more  fish  in  an  hour  than  he  moved  in  any  other 
sixty  minutes  of  his  piscatorial  life.  "Rose"  was 
the  only  word  which  would  fitly  describe  the 
way  in  which  Esox  came  at  the  lure.  So  high 
was  the  wind,  and  so  much  like  a  sea  the  river,  that 
it  was  difficult  to  throw  even  a  Wagtail — which,  by 
the  bye,  was  not  leaded,  a  decided  improvement  in 
the  opinion  of  many  who  employ  this  killing  artifi- 
cial. The  jack  rose  at  it,  rolled  over  it,  and  flirted 
with  it,  in  an  unusual  fashion,  but  would  not  take 
it  well.  Mr.  Brown,  however,  had  four  fish,  two  of 
which  were  hooked  foul.  He  only  secured  one 
grayling  with  the  fly.  The  chairman  had  also 
fished  at  Hungerford  and  bagged  two-and-a-half 
brace  of  grayling  up  to  lib.  8oz.,  but  the  water 
was  very  low  and  dead,  a  state  of  things  which 
has  frequently  to  be  reckoned  with  by  those 
who  visit  this  part  of  the  Kennet.  Mr.  W.  G. 
Fletcher  was  at  Uxbridge  on  Monday,  but  the  roach 
were  quiescent,  and  his  creel  was  therefore  light. 
Mr.  de  Courcy  took  four  chub  at  the  end  of  the 
week,  and  some  good  dace,  all  with  cheese  paste. 
Mr.  Forster  Hardy  secured  two  perch,  just  over  lib. 
apiece,  in  the  same  water.  Mr.  Frank  Ward  and 
Mr.  R.  Bradford  had  a  day  on  the  Kennet,  but  did 
not  catch  any  of  the  roach  known  to  be  in  the 
vicinity  of  Critchfield's  Corner  like  unto  the 
ponderous  specimen  landed  last  week  by  Mr.  W,  6. 
Fletcher. — Hon.  Sec. 


TRANSFERENCE  OF  SALMON  AT 
BUCKSBURN. 


AN  INTERESTING  OPERATION. 

To-DAY  an  interesting  operation  took  place  at  a  pool 
in  the  river  Don,  behind  the  works  of  Messrs.  C, 
Davidson  &  Sons,  Mugiemoss.  At  this  season  of  the 
year  salmon  swim  up  the  river  from  the  sea  to  spawn, 
and  at  various  points  they  have  to  "jump"  dykes. 
At  Mugiemoss  there  is  one  which  most  of  them  are 
imable  to  negotiate.  In  front  of  the  dyke  is  a  pool 
measuring  one  hundred  yards  long  by  thirty  yards 
wide,  and  in  this  pool  about  fifteen  hundred  to  two 
thousand  salmon  are  barred  from  passing  up  the 
river.  This  morning,  therefore,  the  pool  was  dragged 
with  a  net  several  times,  and  about  five  hundred  fish 
were  taken  out.  As  each  landing  was  effected,  the 
clean  fish  were  tumbled  into  boxes  half  full  of  water, 
and  conveyed  to  a  tank,  also  half  full  of  water,  and 
carted  to  the  river  above  Grandholm  House,  where 
there  are  no  further  obstacles  likely  to  retard  their 
progress.  The  pool  was  densely  packed  with  salmon, 
as  the  net,  when  only  dragged  over  a  small  expanse  of 
water,  was  pulled  in  teeming  with  fish.  The  pifopor- 
tion  of  "  fungus  "  or  diseased  salmon  was  larger  than 
usual,  owing  to  the  state  of  the  river  and  the 
scarcity  of  water.  As  the  net  was  brought  to  the  side, 
the  clean  and  "  fungus  "  fish  were  separated,  and  the 
latter  were  destroyed.  The  landing  of  such  a  quantity 
of  fish  excited  much  interest.  The  utmost  care  was 
ta¥en  to  "reduce  the  percentage  of  deaths  among  the 
fish  in  transit  between  the  two  points.  It  is  estimated 
that  not  more  than  two  per  cent,  die  while  being  con- 
veyed to  the  higher  reaches  of  the  river. — Aberdeen 
Evening  Express,  Nov.  4. 


THE  BANN  ANGLING  SEASON. 


A  MEMORIAL  to  the  Coleraino  Board  of  Ccnservators 
praying  for  an  extension  rf  the  open  season  ft  r  salmon 
and  trout  fishing  on  the  Bann  up  till  Oct.  15  is  being 
pxtecsively  figned  in  the  Belfast  district.  Mr.  F. 
Kennedy,  hon.  sec.  Belfast  Anglers,  has  charge  of  the 
petition.  J,  A.  B. 


November  15,  1902 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


351 


ABSOLUTE  SECURITY 

Genuine  CARTER'S  LITTLE  LIVER  PILLS  mnst  hear 
Fac-simile  Signatnrejf  z^^,,,^^;^ 

ARTER'S 

Absolutely  0\XX€^^^    l  1^1^  L 

BILIOUSNESS.  ■  %  M 

SICK  HEADACHE.  I  %#  b 

TORP.D  LIVER.  ■  W  ftfll  S% 
FURRED  TONGUE.^H  ■   ■  ^ 

INDIGESTION.  EtI  |    |  .^j 

CONSTIPATION.    ^™  • 
DIZZINESS. 
SALLOW  SKIN. 

They  TOUCH  the  LIVER 

Genuine  Wrapper  Printed  on 
WHITE  PAPER.  BLUE  LETTERS. 

Look  for  the  Signature 


Small  Pill. 
Small  Dose, 
Small  Price. 


THE  SPECKLED 
BROOK  TROUT 

Edited  and  Illustrated  by 

LOUIS  RHEAD. 
X6/-  net. 


LOHIiON  : 

8AMPS0S  Low,  MABSTOK  (fc  CO.,  LTD. 

St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


RUN  NO  RISK 


KEATINC'S 
LOZENGES 
.  CURE  . 


THE  WORST  COUGH 


Pears' 
Soap 

Specially  recommended  to 
ANGLERS 

87  TBB 

FISHING  GAZETTE 


GISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOIESAIE  PPOM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


PARKERS'  Improved  WATERPROOFS 


ta'^iea'  Coat'?. 


Witia  Silk  HoorlJi 
11/6  to  16/S 
Witrhout  Hoods, 
9/8  to  13/6 

>Tade  by  special  process  which  keeps  clean,  free  from 
^nr^ll.  pn-vfntr  nr my,  nnrl  oinnds  any  <liiiint**.  I'owt 
frco  iintlf'h  JCmiiiri!  hikI  J'.iirtJiic.  Wrilr  tn-^l.^^•  f.>r 
I'attcrnsf  In  ull  Bhaili'K.  rlvsitjim,  lurt  (icinjral  Wttt'tJ^w 
,  _   of. all  njir  gboUs.  . 


ANDERSONS 

;  IMPROVED  .NON'SUPPING 

PIKE  BOOTS 


"  Some  years  ago  we  recommended  one  or 
two  improvements  in  their  rubber  knee  boots, 
viz.,  nails  in  the  heel,  and  with  the  rubber 
soles  deeply  scored  across  to  prevent  slipping ; 
and  Messrs.  Anderson,  Anderson,  and  Ander- 
son, of  37,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.G.,  have 
had  a  large  sale  for  them  for  pike  fishing  and 
general  fishing  in  the  winter.  We  are  glad  to 
say  they  have  now  again  greatly  improved  the 
quality  of  the  boots,  and  also  altered  the 
pattern  of  the  grooving  in  the  soles  to  prevent 
side-slipping — in  the  old  boots  the  grooves 
went  straight  across;  in  the  new  ones,  as  will 
be  seen  from  the  illustration,  the  grooves  have 
a  broad  arrow  shape  which  is  certainly  a 
much  better  plan.  These  boots  are  absolutely 
waterproof,  and,  being  lined  with  felt,  they 
are  the  most  comfortable  and  warm  to  wear 
that  we  have  ever  tried  ;  then  they  are  so 
easily  put  ou  and  taken  oil,  and  so  easily 
cleaned,  that  it  is  no  wonder  there  is  a  large 
sale  for  them."  —  R.  B.  Marston,  Fisliiiu) 
Gagettc,  December  22,  1090. 


PRICES  .  — 

For  Gentlemen,  27/6.      For  Ladies,  18/6.  ^ 

(Less  5%  discount  for  Gash.) 

ANDERSON,  ANDERSON  &  ANDERSON,  Ltd. 

Tlae   Anglers'  Waterjsroofers, 

37,  QUEEN  VICTOBIA  STREET,  LONDON,  E.C. 

FOURTH    EDITION   NOW  READY. 


DOMESTICATED  TROUT :  How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE.     Ciown  8to.,  128.  6d, 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MABSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan'g  Home,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Fish : — 

Trout,  Salmon,  Grayling,  Char,  Bass,  Sunfish,  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  Dace, 
Tench,  Golden  Orfe,  Golden  Tench,  Goldfish,  Eels,  Crayfish,  Gudgfeon, 
Minnows,  Burbot,  &c. 

Guaranteed  Safe  Delivery  in  Perfection  Carriers. 

Also  Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Tanks,  Fish-food,  Apparatus,  and  Advice. 
Large  Crops  of  Rainbows  and  Carp  yearlings.    Grayling  limited. 


Address^     THOMAS  FORD, 
iyla.n.o]?    S'lalieBTy,    Caiatoi?,  JLlxioolnslilve. 


PRICE  LISTS  FREE. 


ESTABLISHED  1880. 


HOLLAND'S 
FLOATING 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS. 

Specialities  : 
Trammels,  Drags,  Sfaoes  t 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS. 


Fisheries  laid  out  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate. 
40  years'  expertence. 


Pric'ej 
on 

ap'pticatrohi 


FLIES.d^o? 


Cash  tmh  otder,      2&,  THE  SQtfARE,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 
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On  Tuesday  evening  next  (Nov.  18)  I  am  commanded 
to  attend  the  second  social  supper  of  the  City  of 
London  Piscatorial  Society,  to  he  holden  at  Ye  (iHieen 
Anno's  Restaurant,  27,  Cheapside,  E.G.  Covers  will  be 
lifted  at  eight  o'clock.  "  'Tis  the  company,  and  not 
the  charge,  that  makes  the  feast,"  as  Izaak  Walton 
hath  it. 


Callbe  herrin',  caller  herrio' t  Tuesday,  Nov.  11, 
established  a  record  in  the  Yarmouth  herring  fishery. 
No  less  than  50,000,000  herrings  were  landed  on  the 
wharves  of  the  East  Anglian  port,  and  many  fishermen 
feel  like  little  millionaires,  for  the  catch  was  worth 
perhaps  £25,000.  This  is  garnering  in  "  the  harvest  of 
the  sea  "  indeod. 

***** 

The  herring  fleet  spread  for  three  miles  along  the 
harbour.  Over  150  steamers  and  about  the  same 
number  of  sailing  craft  put  out  from  Yarmouth  alone. 
The  very  lucid  account  given  of  this  great  catch  in 
the  Daily  Mail  was  in  a  sense  anticipated  in  a  paper 
readiby  Mr.  John  Ifandley,  a  popular  member  of  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society.  I  well  remember  his 
vivid  description,  which  was  published  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  and  envied  him  his  appetite  and  his  breakfast 
off  the  newly  caught  fish.  Doubts  were  expressed  at 
the  time  as  to  his  story  of  three  miles  of  nets,  but  his 
account  was  no  exaggeration,  for  it  is  now  found  that 
three  miles  of  nets  were  repeated  by  some  000  or  700 
boats.    Prodeegious ! 

***** 

Herring  white  or  herring  red 
(Good  with  'taters  or  with  bread). 
No  one  can  over-estimate  the  food  value  of  this 
succulent  fish.  I  remember  George  Augustus  Sala 
used  to  say  that  nobody  could  cook  a  herring  like  a 
London  cabman  ;  and  many  times  did  G.  A.  S.  sit 
with  cabbie  and  enjoy  a  "two-eyed  steak"  at  some 
early — very  early — coffee-house.  A  celebrated  physician 
said  :  "  You  can  get  a  herring,  an  orange,  an  egg,  and  a 
Spanish  onion  for  a  penny  each.  Each  article  should 
be  charged  at  a  sovereign,  then  people  would  appre- 
ciate their  value." 

***** 
The  Scotch  luggers  racing  home  with  their  great 
cargoes  of  shining  silver  fish  were  like  argosies  laden 
with  golden  grain.  They  brought  good  food  for  the 
poorest  people,-, they  rewarded  honest,  hard,  and 
heroic  labour,  and  they  made  hundreds  of  troubled 
shopkeepers  smile,  for  a  good  herring  harvest  means 
good  trade  for  many  and  various  crafts.  A  fresh 
herring,  properly  cooked,  is  a  dish  for  the  gods.  In  a 
joyous  as  well  as  a  sad  sense,  the  "bonnie  feesh, 
halesome  farin",  are  indeed  lives  o"  men." 


Mh.  J.  T.  Tanner,  the  dramatic  author,  not  only 
knows  how  to  catch  popular  favour  with  such  pro- 
ductions as  "Toreador"  and  "The  Country  Girl," 
he  knows  how  to  catch  a  fish,  for  the  other  day 
he  landed  an  181b.  pike  at  Frensham  Pond.  A  day  or 
two  after  this  Mr.  A.  H.  M.  Greenhill,  president  of  the 
Woolwich  Angling  Society,  landed  another  fine  fish  of 
ITpb.    So  "  The  Pond  "  keeps  up  its  old  reputation. 


On  Nov.  24,  at  the  Anchor  and  Hope  A.S.,  The 
Thomas  a  Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  the  prizes  won  in 
the  South  London  match  at  Wargrave  will  be  distri- 
buted. A  hearty  welcome  will  be  given  to  all  anglers 
aud  friends. 


The  outing  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope  A.S.  to  Windsor 
on  Nov.  9  resulted  in  the  success  of  Messrs.  Farmer, 
Cannad,  Hamilton,  and  Smith.  A  meeting  will  be 
held  on  Monday  to  arrange  outing  for  Christmas  prizes. 


Undee  the  auspices  of  the  Ipswich  Scientific' 
Society,  Dr.  Francis  Ward  recently  gave  a  lecture  on 
"  British  Freshwater  Fish,  their  ova  and  fiy,"  in  the 
presence  of  a  large  audience.  Fish  life  of  every  stage 
was  illustrated,  and,  as  revealed  by  the  camera,  many 
points  were  emphasised  by  Dr.  Ward  as  unique,  stress 
being  laid  upon  the  protective  marks  of  the  pike,  and 
the  changes  that  occurred  after  growth.  Fish  food 
and  the  various  characteristics  of  the  mouth  and 
teeth  in  carnivorous  and  herbivorous  fish  were 
exemplified  by  several  slides,  including  an  illustration 
of  peculiar  local  interest— the  teeth  of  the  carp  washed 
out  of  Christchurch  Park  pond  during  the  great  flood 
of  July  Ist  last.  The  characteristic  postures  of  fish, 
showing  excitement,  discomfort,  and,  agitation,  were 
illustrated  by  various  photographs,  amongst  the  most 
important  being  those  relating  to  the  disease  kaowii 
amongst  the  elevin,  or  young  of  the  trout,  which  has 
no^  yot  been  fully  understood.  In  all,  over  fifty 
lantern  slides  were  disjJlayed,  forming  a  remarkably 
unique  collection,  for  which  pr.  '^ard  has  beBa 
entirely  responsible. 


Me.  F.  C.  Welling,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Ilford 
Piscatorial  Society,  writes  :  "  We  had  a  full  gathering 
on  Nov.  4,  when  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  read  a  paper  on 
'  Pike  and  Peroh  Pishing.'  His  efforts  met  with 
general  approval  and  applause.  During  the  evening 
several  clever  artistes,  who  gave  their  services, 
amused  the  company.  Mr.  Barber,  of  the  A.B.S., 
was  present,  and  opened  the  A.B.S.  box,  which 
was  found  to  contain  {.i  Is.  Upon  this  being 
made  known,  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  Hooper,  added 
another  10s.,  making  the  total  £4  lis.  You  will 
regret  to  hear  that  on  Nov.  10  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine 
met  with  a  na^y  accident  —  he  slipped  upon  some 
substance  and  fell  heavily,  fracturing  his  arm  and 
ribs.  1  am  glad  to  say  he  is  now  progressing  favour- 
ably. Our  next  outing  to  Langford  Fishery  is  fixed 
for  Dec.  4."  [I  am  indeed  sorry  to  hear  of  Mr. 
Jardine's  accident,  and  all  anglers  will  share  my 
regret.  A  good  constitution  and  a  good  heart  will 
pull  the  veteran  through.    The  sooner  the  better.] 


On  one  occasion  Lord  Kelvin — then  Sir  William 
Thomson — was  visited  by  a  man  who  was  curious  to 
know  what  a  pile  of  piano  wire  in  the  laboratory  was 
to  be  used  for.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  intended 
for  deep  sea  sounding,  but  Sir  William  merely 
answered:  "It  is  for  sounding."  "What  note?" 
asked  the  visitor.    "The  deep  sea  (C),"  was  the  reply. 


He  Had  to  Take  Time  at  Last. 

He  was  "chilly  old  business,"  he  used  to  say. 

And  early  and  late  he  worked; 
Each  day  in  the  week  was  his  busy  day. 

Ho  hated  a  man  who  shirked. 
Dollar  to  dollar,  and  dime  to  dime, 
But  for  anything  else  he  had  never  the  time. 

He  hardly  could  spare  enough  time  to  sleep. 

Nor  time  for  his  meals  by  half. 
He  boasted  he  never  had  time  to  weep, 

We  knew  he'd  no  time  to  laugh. 
Golf,  he  maintained,  was  a  cardinal  crime — 
The  very  worst  method  of  murdering  time. 

He  wouldn't  take  time  for  a  friendly  chat ; 

He  wouldn't  take  time  to  read. 
Excepting,  of  course,  in  his  ledger — that 

Was  enough  to  supply  his  need. 
His  family  knew  him  but  slightly,  for  he 
Had  no  time  at  all  for  society. 

A  time  came  at  last  when  he  rushed  no  more 

To  his  office  with  breathless  haste ; 
He  took  time  at  last,  though  he  must  have  felt  sore 

At  having  the  time  to  waste. 
This  necessity  may  make  some  other  men  sigh ; 
He's  had  to  take  time  to  fall  sick  and  die ! 

— Chicago  News. 


Under  the  auspices  of  the  Central  Association  of 
London  Angling  Clubs,  a  roving  angling  competition 
will  take  place  on  Nov.  23,  at  Bourne  End,  on  the 
Thames.  Full  particulars  from  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade, 
0,  Priter-road,  S.E.  The  competition  will  be  in  aid  of 
the  Central's  Restocking  Fund.  Mr.  I.  Levien  has 
given  a  valuable  silver  cup  for  the  heaviest  take  of  fish 
on  the  day,  and  several  angling  clubs  and  tackle- 
makers  have  kindly  given  prizes.  This  outing  looks 
like  being  a  great  success. 


Lately  a  Swiss  naturalist,  Professor  Dusserre,  has 
been  investigating  the  chemical  vahie  of  the  worm's 
work,  and  he  finds  that  after  a  worm  has  finished  with 
any  particular  part  of  the  earth,  it  is  far  richer  in 
phosphorus  and  lime  than  it  was  before.  Thus  the 
worm  does  constantly,  as  a  regular  process  of  nature, 
what  the  farmer  strives  to  do  artificially  with  chemical 
compounds.  That  is  a  good  testimonial  to  the  value 
of  a  creature  which  anglers  must  handle  as  though 
they  loved  it.  I  always  knew  a  worm  would  turn ; 
but  he  is  not  only  a  turner,  but  a  farmer. 


It  is  said  that  the  common  green  frog  is  responsible 
for  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  the  overland  telegraph 
line  in  Central  Australia.  To  save  the  insulators  from 
being  broken  by  the  lightning,  they  are  provided  with 
wire  "  droppers,"  leading  round  them  at  a  little 
distance,  to  conduct  on  to  the  iron  pole  in  case  of 
need.  The  frogs  climb  the  poles,  and  find  the  insulators 
cool  and  pleasant  to  their  bodies.  Should  a  frog  yawn 
and  stretch  out  a  leg  until  it  touches  the  pole,  the 
result  is  sudden  death  to  the  frog. 


Me.  O.  Oveebeck,  of  Grimsby,  who  recently  made 
the  record  catch  of  carp  at  Croxby  Lake,  in  Lincoln- 
shire, has  added  another  laurel  to  his  piscatorial 
crown  by  making  a  record  catoh  of  pike  at  Clumber, 
the  seat  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.  He  took  in  four 
hours  thirty-one  fish  having  a  total  weight  of  187ilb., 
exclusive  of  sevoti  which  bjoke  away,  one  of  waich 
probably  weighed  151b.  According  to  t\xle,  thr^  oiilyi 
wore  kept,  and  the  rest  returned. '  ■ 


The  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  Nov.  23  at  Richmond 
(when  "  Ben  "  Abrahams  holds  his  great  competition) 
number  nearly  seventy.  There  is,  in  addition,  a  silver- 
plated  cup  for  the  heaviest  six  dace,  and  silver  medals 
for  the  best  roaoh,  dace,  and  gudgeon.  The  prizes  are 
on  view  at  25,  Silver-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate.  I 
promised  "Ben"  I  would  be  present,  but  find  that 
the  B.S.A.S.  outing  at  Deal  will  prevent  me. 


"  I  CANNOT  be  like  a  bird,  in  two  places  at  once," 
said  Sir  Boyle  Roche.  I  have  often  wondered  what 
that  bird  could  be.  I  wish  I  had  that  special  feathered 
biped's  gift  of  ubiquity  ;  I  could  then  make  agreeable 
arrangements  for  Nov.  23.  On  that  day  I  have 
promised  to  be  one  of  the  competitors  in  the 
B.S.A.S.  sea  fishing  festival  at  Deal.  "Ned"  wilt 
find  me  a  boat,  and  I  hope  to  have  a  haul  which 
will  make  recent  doings  at  Yarmouth  look  small. 
By  means  of  an  air-ship  of  improved  speed  I  hope 
to  have  a  look  in  for  an  hour  or  two  at  Bourne 
End  on  Thames,  and  take  part  in  the  Central  Associa- 
tion's restocking  competition.  Then,  of  course, "  Ben  " 
Abrahams  will  expect  me  at  his  great  competition  at 
Richmond,  1  think  I  can  get  there  by  meaiis  of  wire- 
less telegraphy— specially  greased.  There  will  be  such 
a  crowd  that  I  may  be  unobserved  at  one  or  two  of 
these  gatherings,  but  I  shall  be  there.  Each  affair 
will  be  so  good  that  I  would  not  mi.ss  a  look  in  for  the 
world. 


Mv  old  friend,  Otway,  made  the  original  remark 
that  "music  hath  charms  to  soothe  the  savage." 
After  Wednesday  night,  you  might  have  offered  with 
safety  a  good  prize  for  any  unsoothed  savage  to  ba 
found  within  a  good  radius  of  the  B  S.A.S.  head- 
quarters in  Fetter  Lane.  They  had  music  there ; 
music  so  excellent  that  I  want  the  pen  of  G.  B.  S. 
to  properly  describe  it.  Mr.  J.  W.  /aehnsdorf  was 
in  the  chair,  and  he  was  surrounded  by  many 
of  the  shining  lights  of  the  angling  world.  The 
entertainment  committee  received,  and  deserved,  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  a  splendid  programme 
performed  by  artistes  of  the  first  rank.  Their  efforts 
gave  delight  to  a  crowded  audience,  who  found  that 
every  attention  had  been  given  to  the  minutest  detail. 
The  pianist  received  a  special  ovation.  This  was  the 
first  "Smoker"  in  the  new  headquarters,  and  the 
B.S.A.S.  have  set  themselves  a  high  standard  they  are 
determined  to  live  up  to. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation will  be  held  on  Monday  evening,  Nov.  17.  The 
chair  will  be  taken  at  eight  o'clock. 


Me.  J.  E.  MiLLEE,  of  Leeds,  sent  me  a  Wensleydale 
tit-bit,  the  truth  of  which  he  vouches  for.  It  appears 
that  the  end  of  an  old  inmate  of  one  of  the  workhouses 
in  the  Dale  was  rapidly  approaching,  and  a  local 
brother  sought  him  out  and  talked  to  him  about  the 
other  world,  and  the  old  fellow  appeared  so  penitent 

that  Brother  •  ■  believed  he  had  got  him  thoroughly 

converted,  and  arranged  with  one  or  two  more 
brethren  to  visit  him  the  following  day.  This  they  did. 
All  went  well  until  one  of  the  locals  in  loud  "  blood 
and  fire  "  oratory,  referring  to  the  past  life  of  the  con- 
vert, said,  "  Thou  knowest.  Lord,  what  a  bad  man  he's 
been,  what  bad  language  he  used,  what  a  drunkard  he 
was,  and  what  an  immoral  man  he's  been  ! "  This 
was  getting  too  hot  for  the  old  'un,  who  jumped  up  in 
bed  and  yelled,  "  Tak'  no  notice  on  him,  Lord,  he's  a 
fisherman  and  biggest  leer  in  all  t'  Dale  I  " 


The  special  show  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  next  week 
will  be  the  great  annual  Bird  Show  of  the  London 
Cage  Bird  Association.  It  will  be  the  fourteenth 
annual  show,  and  will  include  upwards  of  one  thou- 
sand birds,  consisting  of  every  variety  of  canaries, 
and  British  and  foreign  birds. 


The  Royal  Choral  Society  opened  its  thirty-second 
series  with  a  performance  of  "Elijah,"  which  was 
given  with  fine  effect.  Sir  Frederick  Bridge  wielded 
the  baton  in  his  usual  masterly  style,  and  his  splendid 
body  of  musicians  and  choristers  answered  every  call 
made  upon  them.  Magnificently  did  the  principal 
soloists,  Miss  Macintyre,  Madame  Clara  Butt,  Mr. 
Ben  Davies,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Black,  acquit  them- 
selves, and  the  whole  performance  was  worthy  of  the 
great  composer  and  the  splendid  society,  which 
proves  that  England  is  really  and  indeed  a  musical 
nation.  On  Dec.  4  Berlioz's  "Faust"  will  be  per- 
formed. Every  seat  should  be  filled  for  what  is  sura 
to  be  a  grand  musical  event. 


Nebuchadnezzar  Peefeeeed  GEASS.-^Nebuchad- 
nezzar  shouted  for  joy  as  he  was  turned  into  the  grass 
patch.  "  Suppose,"  he  said,  "  they  had  tried  to  make 
me  eat  breakfast  food !  "  With  a  viblotit  Bhudder,_^aB 
he  passed  the  sawdust  pile,  he  started  his  dinner  with 
a  chbircB  piefa  of  clbVer.      "  Dbagnet. 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  committee  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening  last.  Mr. 
T.  Coles  presided  over  a  fully-attended  meeting.  An 
application  from  the  Black  Heath  Angling  Society 
to  become  affiliated  to  the  Asiociation  was  granted. 
The  balance-sheet  was  presented  by  the  secretary, 
Mr.  J.  Rabone.  This  went  to  show  that  the  past 
quarter  had  been  rather  an  expensive  one,  owing  to 
the  grant  for  prizes  for  the  annual  contest 
and  the  expenses  of  the  same ;  still  the  sum  of 
near  upon  £50  lay  in  the  bank  to  the  credit  of  the 
Association.  Mr.  Wakelam  was  appointed  auditor, 
and  Mr.  T.  Kingham  was  elected  to  serve  on  the 
emergency  committee  through  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  W.  Bagley.  Pike  and  roach  fishing  has  been 
good  on  the  Avon  at  Evesham ;  some  very  good  fish 
have  been  taken  in  large  numbers  at  Leamington,  in 
the  private  portions  of  the  river.  Some  good  catches 
have  been  made  at  Fladbury,  and  Wyre  Piddle 
anglers  have  met  with  good  sport  and  large  catches 
have  been  taken :  the  roach  are  still  going  well  at  the 
stewed  wheat.  Sport  has  also  been  good  at  Harving- 
ton,  and  also  at  Alverston,  where  the  pike  have  been 
feeding  well.  The  river,  owing  to  the  recent  heavy 
rains,  is  high  and  discoloured,  but  when  it  begins  to 
go  down  sport  will  beoome  good  again.  The  Severn  is 
high  and  at  present  out  of  order,  but  still  a  number  of 
the  Birmingham  anglers  have  met  with  good  sport. 
Amongst  the  roach  at  Erdington  and  Highby 
Mr.  Archer  and  another  member  of  the  Gun  Club 
have  been  busy  with  the  roach,  they  both  had  some 
fine  fish  on  Nov.  9,  fishing  the  back  waters  close  in  at 
the  side.  The  Meesa,  near  to  Oakley  Mill,  has  been 
fished  and  some  good  dace  have  been  taken.  The 
river  Alne,  at  Aston  Cantlow,  has  been  fished  by  the 
Severn  Street  and  St.  George's  members  with  success, 
dace  being  the  chief  fish  taken.  Canal  fishing  has 
been  good,  and  the  local  reservoirs  have  provided  some 
fair  baskets  of  fish. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Just  now  all  the  conditions  for  angling  are  first- 
class,  and  it  is  not  surprising  that  quite  a  number  of 
locil  rods  have  been  at  work,  although  very  few 
visitors  have  been  in  the  district.  The  Witham  was 
never  in  better  ply  for  the  time  of  year,  and  those 
who  have  patronised  tbe  lower  reaches  for  roach  fish- 
ing have  had  a  fioe  time  of  it.  At  Bardney  and 
Kirkstead,  for  instance,  basts  of  red  fias  have  been 
captured  weighing  up  to  151b.  per  rod.  Most  of  the 
roach  anglers  have  fared  best  by  the  aid  of  yellow 
paste,  which  has  proved  a  most  reliable  killer.  Maggots 
liave  been  used  with  success  on  the  Forty-foot,  where 
the  fish  have  also  given  excellent  spoit.  The  tribu- 
taries of  the  Witham,  too,  have  proved  remunerative, 
the  Old  Barlings  Eau  yielding  especially  well. 
Although  roach  fishing  has  been  largely  prosecuted, 
by  far  the  greater  number  of  rods  have  been  after  the 
pike.  The  conditions  for  trolling  have  been  simply 
splendid,  and  anglers  have  made  most  of  the  oppor- 
tunity. That  the  fish  are  in  a  feeding  humour  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  seven  brace  fell  to  one  rod  as 
the  result  of  a  day's  fishing.  True,  none  of  them 
weighed  more  than  51b.,  yet  the  aggregate  weight  was 
43Jlb.  Some  of  the  drains  in  the  Boston  district  have 
afforded  some  very  fair  sport  amongst  perch,  and  a 
few  of  these  fish  have  been  killed  weighing  up  to  21b. 
apiece.  At  the  time  of  writing  there  was  every  pros- 
pect of  a  continuance  of  the  encouraging  conditions. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  has  been  fairly  good  on  the  Driffield  Canal 
and  river  Hull  during  the  past  week,  especially  in 
pike  fishing,  and  fish  of  Gib.,  81b.,  and  101b.  secured 
with  live  bait ;  and  Mr.  W.  Culting,  of  the  White  Horse 
Hotel,  Hull,  has  recently  had  some  capital  sport  among 
pike  on  the  Hornsea  Mere,  his  best  fish  going  151b. 
Roach  fishing  is  now  fairly  good  on  most  parts  of  the 
Hull,  and  several  fish  going  from  jjlb.  to  lib.  each 
taken,  both  paste  and  worm  accounting  for  good 
fish ;  and  above  Hempholme  several  very  good 
dace  are  being  taken  with  maggot.  Several  local 
anglers  are  now  visiting  Bridlington,  and  having 
fair  good  takes  of  whiting,  codling,  and  billet, 
Messrs.  Hay,  Owbridge,  and  Jameson  securing 
about  H  stone  of  nice  codling  and  billet  the  other  day, 
and  other  anglers  are  doing  fairly  well  both  from  pier 
and  boat.  Sport  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal  and 
Foulness  continues  good,  especially  amongst  roach 
and  pike,  and  above  Sodhouse  Lock  some  very  nice 
pike  and  perch  have  been  secured  during  the  past 
week.  Annual  meetings  and  prize  presentations  are  now 
of  almost  nightly  occurrence  at  tbe  clubs.  The 
Alexandra  Angling  Association  have  just  elected  their 
executive  for  1003,  Mr.  I'lyth  Kemp  being  elected 
to  tbe  presidential  chair,  to  be  assisted  in  the  vice- 
chair  by  Mr.  A.  Wright ;  treasurer,  Mr.  W.  Johnson; 
and  Eecretary,  Mr.  H,  Wharam. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Probably  the  very  latest  club  to  be  formed  in  this 
county  is  one  at  Ashburys.  The  flight  of  time  is 
most  forcibly  in  evidence  in  the  fact  that  the  Levens- 
hulme  Anglers  have  just  held  their  twelfth  annual 
meeting.  Perhaps  no  club  has  done  more  to  en- 
courage true  sport  than  they  have.  In  Mr.  Pendrigh 
the  society  has  a  secretary  of  undoubted  ability ; 
and  another  efficient  officer  is  Mr.  Tulley, 
their  librarian.  To  say  that  the  association 
is  in  a  flourishing  condition  seems  unnecessary. 
The  West  Salford  Angling'Association  have  entered  on 
a  third  year  of  existence.  Judging  from  the  number  of 
officers  re-elected,  the  affiliated  clubs  must  be  satisfied 
with  past  services.  Mr.  J.  Kendall  is  the  new  presi- 
dent, and  Mr.  J.  Hope  secretary.  The  books  of  the 
Warrington  Anglers'  Association  will  ba  closed  for 
weighing  in  specimen  fish  on  Nov.  30,  and  reopen  for 
next  seaeon  on  Dec.  1.  Things  in  the  Failsworth 
district  are  in  a  very  happy  condition.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Taylor  has  been  elected  president,  and  Mr.  Winter- 
bottom  secretary. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

A  few  of  our  city  rods,  in  order  to  fully  utilise  the 
last  days  of  the  salmon  season,  have  been  to  the 
Annan.  It  is  not  at  all  likely  they  will  forget  the 
visit,  for,  having  lost  the  control  of  their  own  tackle, 
to  lose  a  351b.  fish  with  borrowed  tackle  is  hard  luck. 
Old  hands  as  a  rule  carry  their  own,  and  don't  trust  it 
to  any  railway  company.  Another  city  rod  at  Llanrwst 
does  not  appear  to  have  had  any  enjoyable  return  for 
his  time  and  trouble,  if  fish  are  to  be  solely  counted. 
The  annual  of  the  Ben  Brierley  Angling  Society  was  a 
time  of  rejoicing  over  a  successful  season  in  1902. 
Mr.  J.  Battye  is  president  for  the  ensuing  year,  and 
Mr.  A.  Jefirey  secretary.  The  Royal  Oak  Angling 
Society  are  in  a  very  similar  position,  and  start  for  a 
new  year  with  confidence  ;  Mr.  T.  Boden  is  president 
and  secretary.  The  Town  Hall  Angling  Society  are 
just  holding  their  annual,  but  too  late  for  notice  this 
week.  One  more  week  end  has  been  spoiled  for  city 
rods  who  wanted  to  visit  the  Bollin,  for  it  was  again 
in  flood. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Heavy  rains  in  the  closing  days  of  last  week  brought 
on  a  rather  substantial  rise  of  the  Trent.  The  change, 
however,  has  been  appreciated  by  bottom  fishermen, 
who  hope  to  do  better  than  previously  with  the  worm 
amongst  roach  and  bream.  Prior  to  the  rise  a  large 
number  of  pike  of  moderate  size  were  taken,  chiefly 
with  live  bait,  on  the  various  backwaters.  At 
Shardlow,  on  Thursday  (Nov.  6), I  many  members 
of  the  City  Wellington  Society  were  out,  either  trol- 
ling or  livabaiting,  and  the  majority  secured  a  fish  or 
two.  Several  were  brought  down  from  Weston, 
where,  however,  the  river  has  undergone  a  complete 
tranf formation  owing  to  the  breakage  in  the  long 
stretch  of  weirs  adjoining  King's  Mills.  At  Shardlow, 
on  the  day  named,  Mr.  T.  B.  Potter  landed  a  very 
fine  chub  with  greaves.  The  fish  weighed  31b.  lOoz., 
and  was  in  grand  condition.  Singularly  enough, 
both  dorsal  and  ventral  fins  were  absent,  and  there 
was  a  slight  disparity  in  the  "  flaps "  of  the  tail. 
Mr.  Rose,  the  well-known  local  taxidermist,  has  it  in 
hand  for  preservation.  Mr.  T.  D.  Lewis,  of  the  City  Fox 
and  Owl  Society,  has  landed  two  or  three  choice  pike 
in  the  backwater  at  Hazleford,  and  before  the  change 
pike  were  showing  sport  at  Hoveringham,  Kelham, 
Stoke,  and  Shelford.  At  the  period  of  writing  the 
river  was  fining  down.  In  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette 
there  was,  in  my  report,  a  slight  mistake  as  regards 
the  big  barbel  killed  by  Mr.  Edgar  Birks  whilst  creed 
wheat  fishing.  The  word  "  barbel "  was  printed 
"  basket." 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Very  little  angling  has  been  done  in  this  district 
since  Saturday  last.  A  few  good  dishes  of  roach  were 
taken  with  paste  on  Nov.  9,  when  on  account  of  the 
continued  rain  the  Severn  became  swollen  and  dis- 
coloured, since  which  very  few  rods  have  been  out. 
Before  the  rise  in  the  rivers,  sport  was  good  in  the 
Teme  with  the  maggot,  and  some  very  good  baskets  of 
grayling  and  dace  were  had.  Mr.  M.  T.  Perks  had  a 
good  mixed  basket  of  grayling,  chub,  dace,  and  roach. 
Mr.  T.  Birbeck  a  capital  catch  of  grayling  with  the 
maggot.  Pike  afiorded  good  sport  in  the  Severn  and 
Avon,  but  they  run  small — the  largest  only  8Jlb. 
Messrs.  Phillips  and  Burrows  had  fine  sport  in  private 
water — they  had  eleven  fish,  altogether  weighing  571b. 
Rain  has  been  falling  all  to-day  (Wednesday),  and  the 
Severn  still  rising  fishing  prospects  are  bad.  Mr.  C. 
Brotherton,  of  Evesham,  has  had  three  good  pike  in 
the  Avon,  near  Offenham,  caught  with  live  baits — 
largest  near  91b. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Ouse  and  other  streams  frequented  by 
local  anglers  are  much  improved  in  appearance  as  the 
result  of  the  recent  rainfalls.  The  downpour  on  Monday 
night  was  very  copious,  though  not  of  long  duration. 
In  some  quarters  more  rain  is  still  needed  to  put 
the  waters  in  proper  trim,  and  at  this  time  when 
there    are    bo    many    dead    weeds    abd  leaves 


about  great  benefit  would  accrue  from  an  abundant 
run  of  water  off  the  land.  Most  of  the  rivers  have 
afforded  sport,  though  nothing  to  boast  about  has 
been  done  lately.  Bottom  fishers  report  having  done 
fairly  well,  mostly  with  the  grayling.  A  considerable 
quantity  of  flood  water,  however,  was  in  the  Yore  and 
the  Swale  on  Wednesday,  and  rodmen  were  awaiting 
their  opportunities.  The  week-end  accounts  to  Nov.  H 
showed  good  results  with  grayling  in  the  Ripon  and 
Richmond  districts.  Ouse  anglers  have  been  out  in 
the  vacinity  of  Naburn,  and  done  well  with  the  worm, 
and  higher  up  the  river  the  maggot  bait  brought  up  some 
nice  samples  of  chub  and  dace,  Messrs.  Matson  and 
Wright  having  been  the  most  successful.  A  fine  pike 
was  lately  hooked  by  the  latter  whilst  trolling  in  the 
Clifton  district.  Excellent  samples  of  chub  and  dace 
have  been  shown  by  Mr.  Soulby,  and  good  results  also 
rewarded  Mr.  W.  Henderson.  Decent  sport  is  obtain- 
able in  the  Rye  and  Upper  Derwent,  the  former  with 
grayling  and  the  latter  with  mixed  coarse  fish,  but 
owing  to  the  constant  impregnation  of  the  water  from 
neighbouring  sand-pits,  parts  from  below  Buttons 
Ambo  village  and  Laysik  Ferry  are  practically  deserted 
by  anglers,  who  regard  the  nuisance  as  a  grave  one. 

NOTESi  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  for  many  days  past  has  baen  wild  and 
rainy,  especially  in  the  southern  province.  The  con- 
ditions were,  however,  favourable  on  the  whole  for 
spawning  fish,  because  the  floods  did  not  come  oa 
suddenly  nor  violently.  The  floods  induced  many  fish 
to  ascend  to  the  spawning  grounds  from  the  lower 
waters  in  each  district,  and  probably  very  few  fish  now 
remain — that  are  intent  on  spawning — in  the  lower 
waters.  It  is  very  pleasing  to  note  that  cases  of 
poaching  have  been  few.  Four  cases  of  poaching  are 
pending  hearing  at  Waterville.  These  will  be  tried 
at  the  next  Petty  Sessions,  to  be  held  there  on  Dac.  4. 
On  the  sime  day  the  next  meeting  of  the  conserrators 
of  the  recently-formed  Waterville  district  will  take 
place.  Sea  angling  has  been  generally  at  a  standstill 
for  ;the  week,  though  on  a  couple  of  days  some  good 
sport  has  been  had  at  pollack  at  a  few  stations  in 
Cork  and  Kerry.  At  many  points  fishermen  are 
hauling  up  their  boats  into  winter  quarters. 


^oics  from  U)c  '^ovtl). 

The  wind-up  of  the  season  producad  a  little  more 
sport  than  was  enjoyed  at  any  time  since  April,  if  not 
even  better  than  then ;  but  this  is  always  the  case 
more  or  less,  especially  in  the  lower  parts  of  rivers  in 
general  and  late  ones  in  particular. 

Since  the  removal  of  the  Duke  of  Fife's  dyke,  no 
river  has  improved  more  in  respect  to  late  fishing  than 
the  Devaron,  and  were  the  Don  as  open  the  sport 
there  would  be  ten  times  what  it  is.  The  Dee  has  no 
obstructions  to  contend  with,  hence  the  middle  reaches 
fish  best  in  late  autumn. 


A  Donside  snatcher,  and  an  ex- Volunteer  (South 
Africa)  to  boot,  was  sentenced  to  three  months  for 
pel  jury  last  week  in  the  Aberdeen  SheriS  Court.  He 
tried  to  screen  his  brother-in-law  when  having  a 
"night  of  it"  on  the  Don,  but  the  brother-in-law 
rounded.    What  about  honour  among  thieves  ? 


Mr.  Harry  Duncan  writes  me  from  the  Cabraoh  that 
the  season  ended  very  well  there  for  the  jiggerer  and 
wormer,  but  as  a  fly  fisher  he  was  not  in  it.  He  lost 
six  out  of  eight  fish  coming  too  short. 

Everybody  is  off  south  or  else  doing  some  covert 
shooting  till  chill  November  runs  out.  Yet  the 
weather  has  been  remarkably  fijie  as  far  as  the  month 
has  gone,  and  some  splendid  bags  have  been  made 
during  the  past  week  or  so. 


Whether  true  or  false  (and  I  have  no  reason  to 
question  it),  a  trawl  master  told  me  the  other  day 
that  he  had  got  sea-trout  in  his  trawl-net  thirty  miles 
off  the  coast.  Probably  salmon  go  deeper  or  farther 
off,  but  both  live  on  similar  diet. 


The  fishing  on  the  famous  little  sea-trout  stream — ■ 
the  Ugie — was  the  worst  experienced  for  some  four 
years  back  since  the  nets  came  off.  It  ia  a  beau-ideal 
anglers'  stream,  yet  the  only  angler  who  made  big 
baskets  was  Mr.  Ingram,  late  lessee,  and  he  is  the 
only  one  having  the  sole  right  to  bait  fishing. 

Trawling  is  still  booming  in  the  North.  Two  more 
trawlers  are  on  the  stocks,  and  will  be  added  to  the 
Aberdeen  fleet  in  the  course  of  the  month.  It  now 
amounts  to  some  two  hundred  steamers,  and  the  cry 
is  still  they  come. 


Pike  fishing  is  now  taking  on  with  a  vengeance,  and 
what  with  the  facilities  at  hand  the  north  of  Scotland 
affords  attractions  equal  to  none  elsewhere — unless 
preserved  waters.  Here  they  are  all  preserved.  Few 
have  as  yet  sought  to  fish  them,     SpeciaIi  Scotch. 
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STOCKING  FISH  PRESERVES  AT 
AYLESTONE. 


Three  hundred  tenoh  and  one  hundred  king  carp, 
pUtchased  out  of  a  fund  raised  some  time  ago  for 
restocking  the  waters  of  the  Laicsster  Angling  Society, 
were  turned  into  the  preserves  at  Aylestone  on  Satur- 
day last.  The  fish,  which  were  supplied  by  Mr.  T. 
Ford,  of  Caistor,  Lines,  were  an  excellent  lot  for  the 
purpose,  and  arrived  in  the  pink  of  condition.  The 
carp  were  turned  in  near  the  "  Parting  Pool,"  while 
Ihe  tench  were  allotted  to  the  canal,  a  hundred  being 
placed  below  King's  Look  in  proximity  to  the  Stone 
Bridges,  a  hundred  above  the  Lock,  and  the  remainder 
— less  a  small  number  placed  in  the  brook — in  the 
stretch  kno  wn  as  " Bluebanks  Pond."  The  water-bailif!, 
Mr.  T.  Ride,  assisted  by  Mr.  W.  Manship  and  Mr. 
Bert  Bates,  carried  out  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  distributing  the  fish.  This  last  consignment  of 
tench  brings  the  number  turned  into  the  waters  during 
the  last  twelve  months  up  to  six  hundred,  and 
exhausts  the  fund  initiated  for  the  purpose.  A  large 
quantity  of  mixed  fish  has,  however,  been  gratuitou-ly 
promised  to  the  society,  and  it  is  expected  these  will 
be  transferred  to  the  waters  some  time  during  the 
next  few  weeks.  J.  R. 


A  FINE  EDEN  CHUB. 


The  angling  notes  of  the  Wigan  Observer,  contri- 
buted by  "  Izaak  Junior,"  contains  the  following:  — 
"  The  chub  that  disport  themselves  in  the  river  Eden 
(Cumberland)  have  shown  increased  evidence  of  their 
tupeiiority  in  weight  and  general  healthfulness  during 
the  past  year  or  two,  and  consequently  the  river  is 
becoming  more  and  more  patronised  by  anglers  who 
devote  their  energies  to  this  particular  department  of 
sport.  Several  of  our  local,  and,  I  may  say,  skilful 
rodsters  made  the  above  waters  their  venue  last  week 
end,  and  the  sport  obtained  was  of  the  most  satisfjing 
kind,  for  the  fish  were  found  to  be  ia  the  most  accom- 
modating mood.  One  of  the  finest  and  heaviest  chub 
that  have  ever  fallen  to  the  rod  of  a  local  angler  was 
captured  on  the  Saturday  by  Mr.  W.  Corless,  of  the 
Jolly  Rovers'  Angling  Society,  Wigan,  which  upon 
being  weighed  was  found  to  total  no  less  than  61b.  3oz. 
—truly  a  magnificent  fish— the  length  being  24in. 


and  the  girth  15in.  This  is  said  to  be  almost  a 
record  for  the  north  of  England,  and  the  fine  fellow 
ha^  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Wood,  the  well- 
known  local  taxidermist,  to  be  set  up.  The  brothera 
Makin  have  also  been  out  upon  the  above  waters,  and 
were  also  successful  ia  bringing  to  bink  some  fine 
specimens,  the  best  of  which  scaled  41b.  3dz.  Doubt- 
less the  water  will  in  the  future  receive  fctill  further 
attention,  for  pike  also  are  known  to  abound  here- 
abouts." 

[The  Eden  seems  to  be  a  paradis3  for  chub.  I  have 
both  seen  and  caught  very  fine  fellows  when  trout 
fishing  in  it. — Ed.] 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitor. 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opiniona 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents,} 

HOOKS  WITH  EYES  V.  THOSE  WITHOUT. 

Deir  Sir, — Regarding  the  letter  of  Mr.  Alison  in 
your  issue  of  Nov.  8  it  is  immaterial  to  your  readers, 
myself  included,  whether  I  am  known  to  your  corre- 
spondent, or  whether  I  know  him  except  in  print.  I 
am  alike  unconscious  of  having  attacked  him,  or  of 
having  referred  rudely  to  his  previous  letter,  and 
rather  than  comment  upon  the  tone  of  the  one  now 
under  notice  I  take  leave  to  use  the  courtesy  of  silence. 

Despite  redundant  theories  anglers  have  reason  to 
know  that  artificial  flies  do  not  yet  perfectly  simulate 
natural  ones,  nor  their  behaviour  upon  or  in  water 
either.  If  this  perfection  were  attained  angling 
might  even  lose  some  of  its  attraction,  with  some  of 
its  uncertainty.  The  reversed  and  turned  back  way 
of  attaching  upright  wings  not  bsing  adopted  by  the 
majority  of  those  who  presumably  know  most  about 
fly-tying,  the  inference  is  that  the  other  method  has 
been  found  the  best.  I  learned  both  far  back  in  last 
century.  Ignoring  the  polite  quotation  referring  to 
fl%t-lying  wings,  the  suggestion  that  very  upright  ones 
also  are  to  be  produced  by  the  same  manipulation  in 
spite  of  a  certain  tendency  attributed  to  the  fibres  of 
the  feathers  is  amusing,  but  the  letter  is  mostly  too 
irrelevant  to  the  discussion  to  demand  further  notice. 

Passing  to  the  vastly  different  kind  of  communica- 
tion from  "  Val  Conson  "  in  the  same  issue,  he  presents 
the  cise  for  blind  hooks  in  a  way  that  must  engage 


the  attention  of  impartial  readers.  Still  I  agree  with 
you,  Mr.  Editor,  that  eyes  to  ordinary  trout  hooks  are 
not  objectionable  as  to  weight.  The  bend  of  Model 
Perfect  (later,  Par/ait — Why  not  Modile  I'arfait  ?) 
hooks  has  often  seemed  to  me  too  open,  unless  this  is 
compensated  by  their  being  likely  to  take  a  better  hold, 
though,  of  course,  more  vi«ble.  Being  Buffioiently 
strong  the  thionar  wire  and  extra  sharpness  should 
offer  advantages.  If  much  that  is  advanced  by  "  Val 
Conson  "  should  be  granted,  will  there  not  yet  remain 
many  considerations  to  support  the  use  of  eyed  hooks  ? 

For  long  I  used  a  similar  attachment  to  that  figured 
by  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  (p.  336) ;  it  never  slipped,  and  1 
only  gave  it  up  in  favour  of  the  much  smaller  metallic 
eye  or  loop  at  end  of  the  reel  line. 

All  knots  at  this  part  of  one's  tackle  with  ends 
pointing  towards  the  cast  are  liable  to  atoh.  in  the 
rings  of  the  rod  if  the  casting  line  is  long  and  has  to 
be  wound  up. — Yours  truly,  Bbnwyan, 

[I  must  say  I  think  some  of  Mr.  Alison's  remarks 
were  quite  uncalled  for,  and  I  hope  he  will "  moderate 
his  transports  "  in  future. — Ed.] 


ROD  RESTS  OLD  AND  NOT  NEW. 

Dear  Sir, — Following  up  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo's  note  re 
the  above,  we  have  had  the  same  rest  for  very  many 
years,  and  many  other  patterns  as  well,  some  as  low 
as  Is.  6d.  each.  My  natural  modesty  prevented  me 
from  writing  so  at  the  time. — Yours  truly, 

Plymouth.  William  Hbarder. 


SWIVELS  AND  SINKER  COMBINED. 

Dear  Sir, — There  is  a  sort  of  narrow  chain  thinner 
than  some  swivels,  and  of  varying  thickness,  some- 
times used  to  tether  a  pipe  lid  or  a  bunch  of  keys.  It 
is  formed  of  a  series  of  little  hollow  globes  attached 
by  miniature  dumb-bells,  and  has  very  considerable 
strength  with  perfectly  free  rotation  of  its  parts. 
Suitable  lengths  of  this  sort  of  chain  with  terminal 
eyes,  either  specially  constructed  or  even  lapped  with 
silk,  make  an  ideal  combination  of  sinking  weight  and 
multiplied  swivels,  found  most  effective  in  astion,  and 
causing  less  splash  in  casting  than  ordinary  leads. 

Our  friends  the  tackle-makers  of  Redditch  oould 
doubtless  furnish  the  article  of  different  lengths  and 
weights,  ready  for  use. 

Another  kind  of  sinker  fairly  effective  for  its  weight 
and  less  visible  than  "leads"  is  made  by  stringing 


TRACE  GIVEN  WITH  EACH  BAIT. 
Will  kill  Pike,  Salmon,  Trout,  Perch,  Bass,  &e. 


Post  Free,  complete  with  Special  Trace, 

THE  NEW  RUDDY  PIKE  PHANTOM 

IN    SOFT  RUBBER. 

This  most  Killing  Bait  for  Pike,  Perch,  &c.,  is  made  in  three  sizes, 
and  will  be  sent  post  free  as  follows:  3  in.  size,  2/6  ;  3 J  in.  size,  2/9 ; 
4  in.  size,  3/-  (larger  to  order).    The  prices  include  a  4  ft.  Combination 
Trace,  with  3  Swivels. 

To  be  had  only  oT 

WM.  BROWN  &  CO.,  64,  GEORGE  STREET,  ABERDEEN. 

(_Oi'i(/i)ial  Inventors  of  the  "  Phantom,") 


New  Work  by  ''THE  AMATEUR  ANGLER. 


Nearly  Ready* 

Uniform  -with  "An  Old  Man's  Holiday,"  fcap.  8vo.,  with  several  IllustratiohS,  to  sell  for  2/6  net;  also  a  Special  Edition  of 
250  copies  for  England  and  America,  printed  on  handmade  paper,  to  sell  for  6/-  net. 


Dove  Dale  Revisited 


BY  "THE  AMATEUR  ANGLER" 

TOGETHER  WITH  OTHER 

ANGLING    and    HOLIDAY  SKETCHES. 


CHAP. 

1.  — Dove  Dale  revisited. 

2.  —      Do.  do. 

3.  — In  the  Vale  of  the  White  Horse. 


•  •  •  Goxit^tits  »  •  « 

CHAP. 

4.  — A  Day  ort  the  Teme. 

5.  — A  Morning  Drive  and  an  Evening 

Walk. 

6.  — In  the  Golden  Valley. 


CHAP. 

7.  — Hunting  for  Fishing. 

8.  — A  Day  on  the  Lea 

9.  — Fishing  in  the  Isle  of  Wight 
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uncoloured  glass  beads  of  difierent  sizes  upon  gut. 
They  can  be  made  thicker  in  the  middle  by  using 
beads  of  gradated  sizes. 

The  above  ideas  are  presented  with  compliments, 
for  what  they  may  be  worth,  to  Messrs.  Allcock,  and 
to  those  anglers  who  use  weights  to  assist  success. — 
Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 

'In  the  summer  a  correspondent  sent  me  some 
swivels  made  exactly  as  described  by  "Benwyan,"  and 
said  he  was  arranging  to  have  them  made  for  sale.  I 
thought  it  a  very  good  idea,  provided  the  swivel  could 
be  made  strong  enough. — Ed.] 

DROPPER  ATTACHMENTS, 
Deae  Sib,— I  omitted  in  my  last  letter  to  mention 
what  is  probably  the  most  facile  of  all  methods  for 
attaching  drop  links  to  casting  lines.  It  was  quite 
recently  that  I  happened  to  think  of  it,  so  I  have  not 
yet  tried  it  out  fishing,  but  it  seems  strong  enough. 
It  is  made  thus  : — 

Lap  a  bit  of  fine  steel  wire  with  the  finest  of  waxed 
tying  silk  for  an  eighth  of  an  inch  at  the  uppermost 
end  of  the  link.  Let  the  wire  project  from  the  tying 
towards  the  fly  for  less  than  an  eighth  of  an  inch. 
The  lapping  should  be  very  firm  and  varnished.  Pass 
the  lapped  end  and  the  whole  of  the  wire  through  the 
metal  eye  attached  to  the  casting  line  and  pull  from 
the  fly  end.  A  toggle  is  thus  formed,  which  will  hold 
till  something  or  ether  breaks,  and  which  can  be 
rapidly  returned  through  the  eye  to  change  the  fly  for 
another.  Properly  lapped,  the  attachment  will  be  as 
strong  as  the  tying  of  a  gut  link  to  a  fly  hook  shank. 
— Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 

T" Benwyan"  has  made  some  excellent  suggestions 
at  difierent  times,  but  in  this  case  has  he  overlooked 
the  effect  of  rust  on  the  fine  steel  wire  ?  Perhaps 
rust-proof  wire  would  do,  if  there  is  such  a  thing  in 
steel.  I  do  not  think  his  idea  would  answer  for  small 
flies.— Ed.] 


"MODEL  PARFAIT"  HOOKS. 

Deae  Sib, — In  reply  to  the  letter  signed  "  Val 
Conson,"  in  reference  to  "  Eyed  v.  Blind  Hooks,"  we 
notice  that  he  states  he  could  not  get  Model  Parfait 
hooks  in  small  sizes.  We  altogether  fail  to  understand 
this,  as  the  Model  Parfait  hooks  are  made  and  sold  in 
the  same  sizes  as  any  other  bend  of  fly-hook.  We 
enclose  sample  card  of  the  various  sizes,  which  we 
should  feel  obliged  if  you  will  forward  to  him. 

We  are  sorry  to  see,  however,  that  he  has  over- 
looked the  great  feature  of  this  hook,  namely,  that  in 
hammering  the  wire  nearly  flat  at  the  sides  we  get 
not  only  far  greater  strength  in  proportion  to  the  size 
of  wire  used,  but  also  lightness.  We  find,  in  fact,  that 
by  using  a  No.  10  size  wire  hammered  we  obtain  the 
same  strength  as  a  round  wire  two  sizes  thicker. 

The  slight  kirbing  that  he  speaks  of  does  not  inter- 
fere with  the  strength  of  the  hook  in  the  least,  as  the 
larger  bend  entirely  obviates  that  and  the  kirb  greatly 
increases  the  working  power.  The  object  of  the  larger 
bend  is  that  when  a  fish  is  struck  it  has  the  effect  of 
a  spring,  thereby  carrying  the  strain  through  the 
whole  length  of  the  hook.  The  point,  which  is  a 
special  feature  in  this  hook,  is  long  and  very  sharp, 
giving  quicker  and  greater  penetration.  It  has  a  con- 
tinuous straight  pull,  with  no  dull  or  breaking  points 
so  common  in  both  the  sneck  and  Limerick  patterns. 
The  front  is  half-round,  so  that  it  will  not  cut  its 
way  out  of  a  fish's  mouth.  The  hook  is  not  only 
made  from  the  very  best  material  in  the  market,  but 
ia  under  the  most  careful  supervision  during  the  whole 
process  of  making,  and  special  care  is  used  in  both 
hardening  and  tempering. 

Agreeing  with  his  theory  that  an  ounce  of  fact  is 
worth  a  pound  of  theory,  we  shall  be  pleased  to  hear 
his  views  after  trying  these  hooks  sent.  The  pattern 
has  been  thoroughly  well  tested  through  the  last  two 
seasons,  and  it  speaks  well  of  it  when  we  say  we  have 
hardly  had  a  single  complaint.  On  the  other  hand 
we  have  had  numerous  letters  from  all  parts  of  the 
world  stating  extraordinary  results  achieved  with  it. 
A  member  of  our  firm,  fishing  with  a  friend,  caught 
in  one  weak  ninety-six  sea-trout  with  a  No.  10  hook. 
With  the  same  sized  hook  he  landed  a  61b.  sahnon 
Mr.  Westall  Ramsbottom,  of  Liverpool,  the  well- 
known  salmon  fisher,  has  recently  written  us  that  he 
has  never  used  a  hook  which  has  given  him  so  much 
satisfaction,  and  he  recommends  it  to  all  his  customers, 
both  at  homo  and  abroad 

In  reply  to  "  Benwyan'a"  letter,  we  shall  be  pleased 
to  make  these  M.  P.  hooks  in  any  length  of  shank  he 
may  require.  The  only  point  we  must  insist  upon  is, 
that  if  he  wishes  for  a  hook  not  the  ordinary  stock 
length  he  must  give  an  order  sufficiently  large  to 
enable  ua  to  execute.  Hooka  cannot  be  made  in  small 
quantities. 

The  "  Boyle  Patent  Feather  Bait,"  made  in  all  sizes 
for  trout  or  salmon,  can  be  obtained  from  any  fishing 
tackle  dealer  in  London  or  the  provinces.  If  he  ia 
unable  to  get  the  same  from  his  usual  fishing-tackle 
dealer  we  shall  be  pleased  to  forward  these  baits 
through  any  person  in  the  trade  that  he  may  name. — 
Yours  faithfully,  S.  Allcock  &  Co. 


A  TENCH  FISHING  QUERY. 

Dear  Sib, — Having  read  with  great  interest  Mr, 
Overbeok's  article  on  carp  fishing  in  this  paper  in  the 
issues  for  Nov.  1  and  Nov.  8,  I  should  be  greatly 
obliged  if  anyone  would  be  so  kind  as  to  advise  me  as 
to  which  is  the  best  way  of  taking  tench.  Is  it  best 
to  use  a  float  or  the  tackle  described  by  Mr.  Overbeck 
for  carp  fishing — namely,  using  no  float,  and  allowing 
the  whole  length  of  line  to  rest  on  the  bottom  ?  Also, 
what  is  the  best  ground  bait  to  use  ? 

During  this  season  I  have  used  a  very  small  quill 
float,  allowing  three  or  four  inches  of  the  gut  line  to 
rest  on  the  bottom.  The  fish  are  shy,  and  I  have,  on 
the  whole,  met  with  but  indifferently  good  sport. — 
Yours  truly,  A  Novice. 

[Where  tench  are  very  shy  it  is  undoubtedly  best  to 
fish  for  them  with  a  light  ledger  tackle ;  but  I  have 
had  very  good  sport  from  bank  and  boat  with  float 
tackle  and  two  hooks  from  four  to  eight  inches  apart, 
one  on  the  bottom  baited  with  worm  and  one  an  inch 
or  two  oS  the  bottom.  I  have  proved  to  my  own 
satisfaction  that  two  or  three  drops  of  spirit  of  tar  in 
the  ground  bait  will  attract  the  tench — it  is  poison, 
and  must  be  used  with  care ;  a  teaspoonful  will  last 
for  months.  It  burns  the  skin  if  not  at  once  wiped 
off.  It  is  best  not  to  hold  the  rod  in  tench  fishing, 
and  to  let  the  fish  move  off  a  foot  or  so  before  striking. 
I  hope  Mr.  Overbeck  will  give  us  some  of  his  experi- 
ences.— Ed.] 

CARP— A  CORRECTION. 
Dear  Sib, — The  king  carp,  mirror  or  spiegel  carp 
are  the  same  fish  under  different  names.    In  my 
article  it  reads  as  if  different,  an  oversight  which 
kindly  correct  by  this  note. — Yours  truly, 

Oto  Oveebeck. 
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KNOTS  FOR  PISHING 
PURPOSES. 

Dear  Sib, —  I  think  I 
must  have  ma|de  some 
mistake  in  the  sketch  of 
dropper  knot  "  C,"  Fig.  12, 
in  the  issue  of  Nov.  8.  It 
should  have  been  as  in 
the  sketch  herewith.  The 
smaller  sketch  accompany- 
ing Fig.  12  shows  dropper 
between  two  knots,  all 
drawn  tight  and  ends  cut 
off  close. — Yours  faith- 
fully,      Basil  Hardy. 


POWDER  FOR  KEEPING  THE  FLIES  OFF. 

Deae  Sib, — I  read  in  one  of  your  Fishing  Gazettes 
last  year  about  a  powder  for  keeping  flies  away  from 
you  when  fishing.  I  shall  be  obliged  if  you  or  some 
of  your  correspondents  will  give  mo  the  name  of  the 
powder. — Yours  truly,  W.  Ogden. 

Rotherham. 

[I  do  not  remember  any  powder,  but  one  of  the  best 
things  I  have  used  for  keeping  midges  from  biting  is  a 
pleasant  liquid  sold  by  Mr.  G.  Mackay,  the  Sportsman's 
Depot,  Aberdeen. — Ed.] 

THE  LATE  MR.  PAN  MURE  GORDON. 

Deae  Sib, — Your  correspondent,  C.  W  Gedney,  is 
in  error  in  stating  that  the  late  Mr.  Panmure  Gordon 
never  fished  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee.  He  fished  at 
Aboyne  about  1879  or  1880.  At  that  time  he  had  a 
hobby  for  Scotch  collies,  and  my  father  had  from  him 
photos  of  two  types  in  the  hope  that  he  might  find 
specimens  for  him.  I  think  he  fished  the  lower  waters 
of  the  Dee  subsequently,  but  as  to  that  I  am  uncertain. 
— Yours  faithfully,  James  Haepeb. 

Wm.  Brown  &  Co., 

64,  George-street,  Aberdeen. 

THE  GRAYLING  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Deae  Sie, — Having  seen  Quarter-master  Stephen's 
letter  re  grayling  in  the  river  Ajr,  I  am  only  too 
pleased  to  give  any  information  on  the  subject  I  can. 
The  river  Ayr  is,  in  my  belief,  one  of  the  best  grayling 
streams  in  Scotland,  especially  in  those  stretches  that 
run  through  the  estates  of  Auohencruive,  Enterkine, 
and  Barskimming.  Unfortunately,  these  parts  are 
strictly  preserved,  but  an  occasional  day  is  sometimes 
to  be  had  by  applying  to  Mr.  J.  Bell,  of  Enterkine. 
The  grayling  are  numerous,  and  average  three-quarters 
of  a  pound  apiece.  The  largest  fish  seldom  exceed 
IJlb.,  and  I  have  only  taken  a  single  fish  from  this 
stream  that  reached  2Ib.  A  basket  of  151b.  of  grayling 
ia  a  common  experience  when  fishing  with  fine 
"  Stewart"  tackle  and  small  red  or  brandling  worms. 
This  lure  answered  at  all  times  for  grayling,  and  in 
all  conditions  of  water.  They  take  the  fly  very  readily 
in  the  river  Ayr  nearly  all  the  year  round,  and  dry  lly 
fishing  ia  the  method  for  the  summer  and  early 
autumn.  During  the  spring,  when  the  fish  are  out  of 
condition  and  spawning,  they  give  trout  anglers 
reason  to  "  say  things,"  as  they  take  flies  not  intended 


for  them  like  smolts,  A  small  Silver  Sedge,  Beetle, 
and  Red  Tag  made  my  usual  grayling  cast  for  the  late 
autumn.  Nearly  any  small  hackle  fly  having  a  bulky 
body  composed  of  ostrich  or  peacock  herl  generally 
proved  acceptable  to  them.  I  am  sorry  that  I  could 
never  find  any  authentic  information  as  to  their  intro- 
duction to  this  stream.  They  are  certainly  increasing 
in  numbers  in  it. — Yours  faithfully, 

Aberdeen,  Black  Beetle. 


GRAYLING  IN  THE  TILL  AND  OLEN. 

Dear  Sie, — As  concerning  the  introduction  of 
grayling  into  streams,  may  I  draw  your  attention  to 
the  following  facts.  I  have  known  the  river  Till  since 
I  was  a  boy,  and  as  far  as  I  can  remember  grayling 
were  first  introduced  into  it  about  1887,  since  which 
time  they  have  multiplied  to  an  amazing  extent.  It 
may  not  be  generally  known  that  they  have  ascended 
the  Glen,  a  tributary,  as  far  as  the  "  Fall  "  at  Coup- 
land.  This  reach  of  water  used  to  be  one  of  the  best 
on  the  borders  for  trout,  but  is  now  in  possession  of 
the  grayling  to  the  exclusion  almost  of  trout.  It  is 
now  a  difficult  matter  to  kill  a  dozen  good  fish  in  a 
day,  whereas  a  few  years  ago  when  the  grayling  were 
not  there  four  dozen  might  have  been  taken  in  a 
day's  fishing.  The  river  is  full  of  grayling,  and  in 
one  pool  I  caught  twenty  brace  of  grayling,  very  fine 
fish  indeed,  and  not  one  trout  fit  to  keep. 

Having  in  view  this  special  piece  of  water,  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  introduction  of  grayling 
into  such  streams  is  detrimental  to  trout. — Yours 
faithfully,  Morris  M.  Piddockb. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne. 

[I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Piddooke.  I  knew  from 
Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  some  years  ago  that  grayling  were 
increasing  fast  in  the  Till.  Am  sorry  to  hear  they 
have  been  allowed  to  increase  to  the  detriment  of  the 
trout. — Ed.] 


"FISHING  AT  FOWEY." 

Dear  Sir, — It  would  be  interesting  to  your  readers 
to  have  more  particulars  of  the  sport  by  "  W.  R.  G." 

I  generally  use  my  split-cane  rods,  lightest  lines,  and 
single  gut  traces,  but  I  fail  to  see  how  the  "  Admiral" 
managed  to  get  his  baits  down  one  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  without  any  lead,  or  how  his  friends  succeeded 
with  only  light  leads.  My  experience  of  Fowey  is  that 
to  get  any  sport  one  has  to  go  out  some  miles  from 
shore,  and  fish  over  some  well-known  rocks. 

With  the  strong  tides  running  I  always  found  it 
necessary  to  use  heavy  leads  to  get  down  to  the  fish, 
unless  for  quite  a  short  time  between  the  tides. 

Referring  to  a  letter  in  a  recent  edition  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  on  the  subject  of  jack  eating  rats,  I 
once  assisted  in  the  capture  of  a  161b.  jack  in  one  of 
the  ponds  at  Dorney  Court,  near  Windsor,  and  when 
the  fish  was  cleaned  two  rats  were  found  inside. — 
Yours  faithfully,  J.  B.-L. 


THE  FLOUNDER. 

Dear  Sir,  —  With  regard  to  your  footnote  re 
flounders,  I  agree  with  the  first  part,  but  I  have  my 
doubts  about  the  flounder  breeding  in  fresh  water.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  establish  the  fact.  It  is,  how- 
ever, well  known  that  they  are  very  fond  of  estuaries 
and  fresh-water  streams,  but  this  is  where  the  tide 
flows  up  so  that  the  water  is  to  some  extent  brackish. 
The  experiment  has  been  tried,  but  I  have  never  heard 
of  its  being  successful. 

Flukes  or  flounders  enter  the  estuaries  in  June, 
when  they  are  just  getting  in  season,  and  they  remain 
in  good  condition  until  Novembar. — Yours  truly, 

Plymouth.  William  Heabdee, 


KNOTS  AND  HITCHES. 

Dear  Sir,— If  all  the  above  were  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  I  am  afraid  you  would  require  a 
supplement.  Many  years  ago  I  collected  all  I  pos- 
sibly could  and  tied  them  up  with  pieces  of  line  to 
show  the  commencement  and  finish  of  knots,  hitches, 
and  splices.  I  mounted  them  in  a  glass  case  and 
exhibited  them  at  some  of  the  fishery  exhibitions,  and 
I  believe  they  were  shown  at  my  stand  at  the  Imperial 
Institute  in  1897.  I  have  the  case  now  hanging  in 
my  shop  ;  there  are  between  sixty  and  seventy  speci- 
mens, all  numbered  and  named.  If  I  can  find  time 
during  the  winter  I  will  try  and  make  another  set  for 
the  B.S.A.S.  rooms,  as  they  are  very  interesting  for 
reference. — Yours  truly,  William  Hearder. 

Plymouth, 


THE  INFLUENCE  OF  THE  MOON  ON  FISHING. 

Dear  Mr.  Maeston, — Whilst  fishing  in  the  Avon 
at  Ringwood  in  the  third  week  of  October  I  made  a 
good  catch  of  roach.  Whilst  fishing  my  attendant 
said,  "  I  think  we  shall  make  a  good  catch  ;  we  always 
make  a  good  catch  when  the  moon  is  nearing  the  full." 
Is  there  anything  in  the  remark  ? 

I  have  looked  up  Walton,  Francis  Francis,  Greville 
Fennell,  David  Foster,  Burgess,  Blakey,  R.  Brookes, 
"  John  Bickerdyke,"  C.  H.  Wheeley,  and  T.  Salter  ;  not 
a  word  do  they  say  about  the  full  moon  and  roach 
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fishing.  Last  week  I  was  at  Ringwood  again,  and  the 
same  attendant  said,  "We  shall  not  do  much;  we 
never  do  when  the  moon  is  on  the  wane."  Taking  the 
number  of  fishing  days,  nine  in  all,  1  did  not  do  well. 
The  best  day  was  fifty-four  roach  caught,  the  catch  on 
the  remaining  days  did  not  approach  this  number.  I 
am  aware  of  the  effect  of  rain,  wind,  and  tempera- 
ture of  the  water  and  cf  the  atmosphere  on  fishing, 
but  I  had  never  before  heard  that  the  full  moon 
affected  roach  fishing.  Perhaps  some  of  your  roaoh 
fishing  readers  would  give  me  the  benefit  of  their  full 
moon  experiences. — Yours  einoerely, 
Christchurch,  T.  Wbntwobth  Palconeb. 

Hants. 

[I  have  occasionally  .published  notes  on  the  effect 
the  moon  may  have  on  the  feeding  of  fish  next  day  ; 
for  instance,  there  may  be  something  in  the  idea  that 
on  a  moonlight  night  the  pike  can  see  the  roach,  etc., 
swimming  over  them  and  so  get  a  good  meal,  and  con- 
sequently will  not  feed  well  the  next  day.  I  do  not 
remember  the  question  of  the  moon  affecting  roach 
feeding  coming  up  before. — Ed.] 

GOOD  SPORT  WITH  "THE  PRESIDENT" 
SALMON  FLY. 

Mr.  W.  Ramsbottom,  of  14b,  North  John-street, 
Liverpool,  has  received  the  following  letter  about  his 
capital  salmon  fly  "  The  President "  : — 

"Dear  Sib, — I  promised  Mr.  Oakshott  I  would 
write  you  as  to  how  '  The  President '  fly  (half-a-dozen 
cf  which  I  took  out  to  Canada  with  me  this  year)  did. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  season  it  was  astonishing  how 
at  least  eighty  per  cent,  cf  the  fish  were  hooked  and 
killed  on  this  fly,  although  many  others  were  tried, 
including  most  of  the  well-known  patterns.  I  killed 
twenty-two  fish  on  your  fly  out  of  a  total  of  fifty-eight 
in  fourteen  days'  fishing,  and  two  of  the  other  rods 
there  killed  several  fish  with  them  too.  The  claret 
feather  wrapped  in  the  joint  of  the  tinsel  body  came 
out  of  mine,  but  this  seemed  to  make  no  difference  ; 
in  fact  they  seemed  to  take  it  better,  and  if  I  go  out 
next  year  I  will  certainly  ask  you  to  dross  '  The  Presi- 
dent '  flies  not  quite  so  heavy  and  the  tinsel  body 
without  any  feather  in  it. — Yours  truly, 

"Grove  House,  Harrogate,  ",A.  M.  Fox. 

"  Nov.  6." 


ROACH  OR  RUDD. 

Deae  Sie, — Some  very  good  roach  have  been 
caught  about  York  lately,  and  there  has  been  a  lot  of 
argument  on  the  score  that  some  were  rudd.  Could 
you  kindly  let  me  know  through  your  paper  what  the 
difference  is  between  the  two,  as  I  am  told  they  are 
much  alike,  and  I  have  not  seen  a  rudd. — Yours  truly, 

York.  John  Kelly. 

[The  fin  in  the  middle  of  the  roach's  back  is  nearly 
exactly  opposite  the  belly  fin ;  in  the  rudd  the  back 
fin  is  nearer  the  tail  and  not  over  the  belly  fin. — Ed.] 


"UNDERSIZED  FISH  AT  HENLEY-ON- 
THAMES." 

Dear  Sib,— The  following  is  a  quotation  from  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  1  in  the  Henley  report  in 
news  from  rivers,  etc, 

"  Several  cases  of  persons  taking  undersized  fish 
have  been  reported  to  me  of  late,  and  while  the 
Thames  Preservation  Association  appoint  only  the 
local  professional  fishermen  as  river  keepers  this 
thing  will  go  on  unchecked.— Stanley  Mead." 
The  above  being  inaccurate,  imputative,  and  very 
likely  to  convey  a  wrong  impression  to  others  who 
also  are  ignorant  of  the  facts,  I  feel  obliged  to  con- 
tribute this  letter.  The  professional  fishermen 
appointed  as  honorary  assistant  river  keepers  are  so 
appointed  by  the  Thames  Conservancy,  and  not  by 
any  local  association  or  authority.  The  privilege  is 
given  to  those  who  successfully  apply  for  leave  to  use 
a  cast  net,  and  such  leave  is  generally  granted  to 
those  who  are  backed  by  the  best  recommendations. 
Personally,  I  wish  from  the  depth  of  my  heart  that 
preservation  associations  were  able  to  appoint  not  only 
honorary  assistant  river  keepers  but  paid  keepers  also. 
The  latter  the  associations  doubtless  have  power  to 
appoint,  IF  (capitals,  please,  Mr.  Printer)  they  have 
the  means  to  pay  such  men,  but  unfortunately  the 
lethargy  and  want  of  interest— practical,  useful 
interest— so  largely  prevalent  among  anglers  will  not 
allow  the  associations  to  secure  anything  like  sufficient 
income  to  launch  out  in  this  direction.  Only  those 
who— at  very  considerable  self-sacrifice— do  the  work 
of  keeping  the  preservation  associations  together  know 
anything  of  the  difficulties  attached  to  the  work,  rnd 
of  the  heartrending  results  of  striving  hard  to  obtain 
greater  financial  support.  This  is,  however,  a  subject 
I  must  leave,  or  a  much  larger  Fishing  Gazette  will  be 
required  this  week.  With  due  deference  to  those 
concerned,  it  is  nothing  short  of  scandalous  that  such 
words  as  these  may  be  truthfully  written—"  Several 
cases  of  persons  taking  undersized  fish  have  been 
reported  to  me  of  late."  I  believe  it  to  be  a  fact  that 
amongst  other  illegal  acts,  two,  or  possibly  three, 
l^psepBQDftble  trout  were  t*ak9n  from  the  Thaipe?  ber9 


a  short  time  since,  and  it  would  have  been  just  as 
easy  for  him,  or  those,  who  knew  and  could  prove  the 
facts  if  they  chose,  to  properly  report  the  same  to  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  as  to  make  common  and  detri- 
mental talk  of  the  matter.  One  cannot  prosecute  on 
hearsay,  and  I  at  once  had  special  bills  printed  and 
freely  circulated  offering  £2  lOs.  reward  for  such 
infoimation,  properly  lodged,  as  would  lead  to  the 
conviction  of  the  offenders,  or  £1  in  the  event  of  the 
prosecution  failing  to  secure  conviction.  The  bills 
are  still  in  circulation,  and  no  information  is  forth- 
coming, but  the  sting  lies  in  the  fact  that  there  are 
so-called  sportsmen  in  this  town  who  at  the  time  of 
the  commission  of  the  offences  knew  that  wrong  was 
being  done,  and  might  have  prevented  the  acts,  but 
failed  to  do  so.  There  is  no  excuse  whatever  for  any 
one  who  commits  an  illegal  fishing  act  in  this  district, 
as  year  in  and  year  out  the  proper  bye-laws  are  kept 
properly  posted  in  prominent  places,  and  the  fact  that 
such  unsportsmanlike  men  exist  is  lamentable,  but 
little  more  so  than  the  existence  of  those  who  see  these 
poaching  acts  committed  and  fail  to  properly  assist  in 
the  suppressing  of  them.  Any  person  may  assist  in 
carrying  out  the  bye-laws,  it  is  not  necessary  for  him 
to  be  either  a  paid  or  honorary  keeper ;  but  the  truth 
is,  some  have  not  the  personal  courage  to  speak  to  the 
offenders,  others  fail  to  do  so  in  the  fear  that  they 
may  lose  something  by  it,  and  yet  again,  others  care 
not  a  straw  what  fish  come  out  of  the  river  so  long  as 
they  are  not  called  upon  to  contribute  toward  putting 
more  in.  One  thing  I  do  believe  is  this — had  either 
of  the  local  professional  fishermen  been  able  to  pro- 
duce convictive  evidence  in  the  matter  of  the  trout 
aforementioned,  he  would  have  done  so  regardless  of 
reward.  I  must  apologise  for  the  length  of  this  letter, 
which,  however,  by  no  means  covers  all  the  ground. — 
Yours  obediently,      A.  Edward  Hobbs,  Hon.  Sec. 

Henley  Fisheries  Preeervation  Association. 


PIKE  TAKING  THE  FLY. 

Deab  Sie, — Referring  to  your  footnote  to  Mr.  C. 
E.  Gipps'  letter  re  pikelets  and  the  tly  in  which  you 
say  "  it  is  certainly  an  unusual  incident,"  I  presume 
you  mean  not  only  the  fact  that  the  pool,  the  bush, 
the  fly,  and  the  weights  of  the  two  fish  were  identical, 
but  also  the  fact  that  the  fish  took  the  fly  at  all.  I 
have  been  going  to  write  to  you  for  the  last  month  of 
a  E-imilar  unusual  incident,  and  Mr.  Gipps'  letter  has 
stirred  me  to  the  requisite  activity.  On  Thursday, 
Oct.  2,  Mr.  A.  H.  Taylor,  of  London,  who  was  on  a 
visit  to  his  home  at  Perth,  whilst  fishing  in  the  Earn, 
a  tributary  of  the  Tay,  for  salmon,  hooked  and  landed 
a  jack  which  weighed  rather  more  than  21b.  on  a  Jock 
Scott.  I  can  give  the  names  and  addresses  of  several 
witnesses  of  this  occurrence,  which  I  considered 
unique.  Inquiries  made  of  some  of  the  oldest  fisher- 
men on  the  Tay  elicited  no  information  of  a  similar 
occurrence  having  ever  been  heard  of  before. — Yours 
faithfully,  G-  M.  Claek. 

[It  is  not  very  unusual  for  pike  to  take  a  fly,  but  it 
is  unusual  to  catch  two  just  in  the  way  Mr.  Gipps  did. 
I  have  often  taken  small  pike  with  an  Alexandra  or 
small  salmon  fly.  A  big  fly  is  made  especially  for 
pike  fishing  and  is  often  very  deadly,  especially  where 
pike  have  had  the  chance  to  feed  on  young  waterfowl. 
Eels  will  take  young  birds,  but  I  only  remember  one 
instance  of  an  eel  taking  an  artificial  fly.— Ed  ] 


FISHING  IN  THE  SHETLANDS. 
Deae  Sir,— If  your  correspondent  "K.  X."  will 
communicate  with  me,  I  shall  be  very  pleased  to  give 
any  information  I  can  about  the  Shetlands,  my  hus- 
band and  I  having  spent  a  very  enjoyable  holiday 
there  last  year.— Yours  truly,  M.  Kempster. 

Burnleigh,  Holywood, 
Co.  Down. 


GRAYLING  IN  THE  BORDER  STREAMS. 

Dear  Sie,— Since  catching  my  first  grayling  in  the 
Till  (Northumberland)  I  have  always  taken  great 
interest  in  that  pretty  fish.  Over  thirty  years  ago  I 
fished  it  as  a  boy,  and  at  twelve  years  of  age  have 
taken  many  a  good  trout  from  its  deep  pools  or 
gravelly  streams.  Since  then  grayling  have  been 
introduced  by,  I  am  told,  Mr.  Laing,  of  Etal. 

Mr.  Walbran,  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  mentions  fishing  in  the  Till  in  1889,  and  that 
there  were  no  grayling  tliere  then,  but  I  believe  they 
were  introduced  in  the  year  just  mentioned.  He  also 
adds  he  has  been  told  that  there  are  plenty  cf  them 
below  Wooler.  If  it  is  of  interest  to  any  readers  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  may  add  that  four  years  ago 
when  I  visited  my  native  place  (Wooler)  I  saw  plenty 
of  them  miles  above  as  well  as  below  Wooler,  also  in 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  Glen,  the  largest  tributary  of 
the  Till.  Walking  along  the  banks  of  the  Glen  with 
a  cousin  of  mine  from  Newcastle,  we  counted  over 
twenty  grayling  in  one  pool,  not  one  under  lib.  in 
weight,  and  several  nearer  21b.  than  lib.  In  the 
Wooler  water,  otherwise  Caldgate,  good  grayling  are 
to  be  found  about  a  mile  below  Wooler.  That  there 
are  plenty  of  fish,  and  large  ones,  too,  I  am  convinced, 
find  giyen  the  right  weather  ^ni  w&ter  sugh  a  fipe 


exponent  of  grayling  fishing  as  Mr.  Walbran  is  will 
prove  what  I  say  when  he  writes  his  experience  of 
grayling  fishing  in  the  Till,  as  promised  in  your  recent 
issue.  I  am  sure  others  will  be  pleased  to  read  any 
article  on  this  subject  from  Mr.  Walbran'a  pen. 

Whether  grayling  do  harm  in  trout  streams  is  a 
question  that  could  be  discussed  in  your  columns  at 
some  future  date,  though  Mr.  Walbran  seems  to  think 
they  do  not ;  but  he  will  find  anglers  in  the  Wooler 
district  dead  nuts  on  the  poor  grayling — at  least,  this 
is  my  experience.  I  have  seen  them  caught  out  of 
season  and  thrown  away  to  die  in  the  grass,  but  I 
hope  they  have  better  treatment  now.  My  humble 
opinion  why  the  grayling  have,  if  anything,  become 
more  numerous  than  trout  in  the  Till  is  that  local 
anglers  do  not  fish  for  them  in  the  autumn  and  winter 
months.  In  conclusion  I  will  add,  anyone  in  quest  of 
grayling  fishing  in  the  Wooler  district  should  try  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Glen  as  well  as  Till.  I  have  no 
doubt  any  decent  angler  could  get  permission  to  fish 
its  lower  reaches.  The  Till  is  free  from  where  Wooler 
water  enters  downwards  for  about  six  miles.  Higher 
up,  at  Chatton,  three  miles  of  free  water  is  to  be 
found.  I  have  no  doubt  that  Bob  Armstrong,  and 
other  local  sportsmen,  will  give  any  angler  any 
information  required.  Good  quarters  can  be  had  at 
the  Black  Bull  at  moderate  charges.  The  Cottage 
will  also  be  found  exoelJent  for  those  of  more 
expensive  tastes,  also  the  Red  Lien.  In  the  mean- 
time, I  with  others  await  with  interest  the  experience 
of  Mr.  Walbran  on  the  Till  and  its  tributaries.— Youra 
faithfully,  "  W.  Watson. 

[I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Watson  and  other  corre- 
spondents who  have  so  kindly  answered  my  inquiry 
about  rivers  containing  grayling.  What  I  cannot 
understand  is  why  this  beautiful  fish  is  so  much 
despised  in  some  districts.  Mr.  Rolt  told  us  that  the 
local  Hungerford  anglers  leave  them  on  the  bank,  and 
will  not  trouble  to  carry  them  home.  Mr.  Watson 
says  there  is  the  same  prejudice  against  them  among 
some  of  the  Border  anglers.  Why  ?  To  me  a  grayling 
in  season  is  almost  as  good  as  a  trout. — Ed  ] 


MORE  NECK  IN  EYED  FLIES  AND  THE 
VARNISH  IN  EYE  NUISANCE. 

Dear  Sie, — In  answer  to  Baron  Paul  Tcherkassov'a 
letter,  also  your  footnote,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Nov.  1,  may  I  be  allowed  to  say,  as  one  of  the  earliest 
converts  of  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  the  inventor  of  the  modern 
eyed  fly  hook,  that  if  the  right  hook  is  used,  also  the 
correct  knot  for  attaching  the  gut,  and  the  flies 
winged  in  the  proper  way,  there  is  no  need  whatever 
for  more  neck,  and  varnish  is  absolutely  unnecessary. 

If  Baron  Paul  Tcherkassov  would  like  proof  of  what 
I  state,  I  will  tie  him  some  flies,  put  gut  to  them,  and 
forward  them  to  him. — Yours  truly,  Petee  Alison. 


LIGHT  AND  POWERFUL  SPLIT-CANE  RODS. 

Deab  Sib, — I  was  very  pleased  to  see  "Viator's" 
letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  25  in  reply  to  the 
reprint  from  Forest  and  Stream  signed  by  E.  Hough, 
but  I  should  like  to  inform  "  Viator "  that  nearly 
twenty  years  ago  I  made  some  split-cane  rods  for  my 
present  employers  that  were  from  eight  feet  six  inches 
to  nine  feet  six  inches  and  only  weighed  from  5oz.  to 
6Joz.,  and  although,  I  believe,  they  are  on  the  list 
to  this  day  not  half-a-dozen  has  been  sold,  so  that 
"Viator"  will  see  by  this  that  it  is  not  the  manu- 
facturers' fault.  The  British  anglers  will  not  have 
the  tissue  paper  thickness  of  metal  on  their  rods  that 
some  American  manufacturers  use,  and  I  don't  blame 
them.  I've  had  American  rods  to  repair  where  the 
ferrules  were  bent,  and  winch  fittings  dented  till  you 
couldn't  get  a  reel-plate  into  them.  Personally,  I 
prefer  a  light  rod,  but  I  should  like  to  see  an  American 
or  British  nine  or  ten-foot  3oz.  rod  at  the  end  of  a 
heavy  day's  fishing,  or,  at  any  rate,  at  the  end  of  a 
week.  I  rather  fancy  its  career  as  a  serviceable  weapon 
would  be  over.  "Viator"  seems  to  be  under  the 
impression  that  because  he  had  his  first  light  rod  from 
America  that  they  were  not  made  in  thi4  country, 
but  the  foregoing  proves  the  contrary. 

Before  "  Cousin"  Hough  used  his  sarcastic  remarks 
about  our  fathers  he  ought  to  have  remembered 
two  things— (1)  That  his  forefathers  and  ours  were 
brothers.  The  modern  Yankee  doesn't  inherit  his 
"  cuteness  "  from  the  "Red  Injin."  (2)  He  ought  to 
have  made  himself  acquaintea  with  what  we  have 
been  doing  in  improvements  in  the  fishing-tackle 
trade,  say,  these  last  forty  years.  Their  frivolousness 
has  brought  them  to  something  if  they  are  not  capable 
of  using  anything  but  3oz.  fly  rods,  or  even  4oz.  ones. 

Their  rods  may  be  fairly  decent,  but  why  ever  don't 
they  get  some  Britisher  to  go  over  and  give  them  a 
few  hints  about  flies.  The  things  I  have  seen  tied 
here  for  the  American  market — "first  quality,"  mind 
you — no  self-respecting  trout  in  this  country  would 
take  two  looks  ac.  If  their  trout  are  unsophisticated 
enough  to  swallow  these  abortions  of  flies  I  should 
not  be  surprised  at  their  being  pulled  out  from  under 
a  bridge  with  a  straw.  I  can't  "  abear "  saroasm, 
whether  it  is  British  or  Amerioap.— Yours  truly, 

p.  AMf5QN, 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Death  of  Mr.  Fred  Yates. 
Many  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will 
regret  to  hear  of  the  death  of  that  good  angler  and 
enthusiastic  amateur  salmon  and  trout  fly  dresser, 
Mr.  Fred  Yates,  formerly  of  Neath,  and  recently  of 
Port  Talbot.  Mr.  Yates  contributed  occasionally 
to  the  Fishing  Gaxette,  and  has  been  a  regular 
correspondent  of  mine  for  many  a  year,  and  if  ever 
I  wanted  any  special  hackles  for  salmon  or  trout 
flies  he  was  always  willing  and  nearly  always  able 
to  get  them.  It  was  a  happy  release  for  him,  as 
he  has  had  a  sad,  weary  illness  for  fourteen  months. 
His  sixty-sixth  birthday  was  on  Nov.  9  last. 
Shortly  before  his  death  Mr.  Yates  sent  me  some 
boxes  of  hackles  and  feathers.  I  asked  him  if  he 
would  mind  my  letting  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  have 
some  for  their  Fly  Material  Collection,  and  he  said 
he  would  be  pleased  to  think  of  their  finding  such 
a  good  home.  Many  members  of  the  club  and 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  join  me  in 
expressing  our  sympathy  with  his  family. 

Pearls  are  Made  by  a  Fldkb. 

It  ib  the  general  impression  I  think  that  pearls 
are  caused  by  a  grain  of  sand  irritating  the  oyster 
or  other  shell  fish  in  which  pearls  are  formed,  but  I 
see  from  a  very  interesting  paper  on  "  The  Origin 
of  Pearls,"  by  Professor  Lyster  Jameson,  M.A.,  in 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Zoological  Society  of  London, 
that  this  is  quite  a  mistake.  He  says  there  is  no 
recorded  instance  of  an  undoubted  sand  grain 
having  h)een  found  in  a  pearl,  although  hundreds 
have  been  examined.  Mr.  Jameson  says  that 
pearls  are  caused  by  a  Trematode — that  is,  a  kind 
of  fluke,  a  microscopic  parasite  of  the  oyster  and 
other  shell  fish. 


Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  in  Spain  I 

An  English  angler  I  know  is  in  Spain  at  the 
present  time.  I  asked  him  about  the  fishing  there 
and  he  saya  :  "  Salmon  and  other  fishing  in  the 
provinces   of   Bilbao,   Santander,  Asturias,  and 


Galicia  is  a  thing  of  the  past.  Owing  to  some 
glowing  accounts  in  a  Handbook  on  Spain  I 
spent  a  summer  in  those  provinces  some  four  or 
live  years  ago.  There  is  scarcely  a  salmon  to  be 
met  with  in  any  of  the  rivers,  and  scarcely  a  trout. 
What  with  continual  netting,  use  of  dynamite, 
coal  washing  (in  some),  and  weirs  having  been 
erected  for  industrial  purposes,  you  may  say  there 
is  no  fishing.  Only  one  river  is  preserved  in  Spain, 
as  far  as  I  am  aware — that  is,  one  between  Bilbao 
and  Santander,  private  property  of  a  club  at 
Bilbao,  and  this  was  threatened  with  destruction  a 
year  or  two  ago  owing  to  coal  washing  at  a  mine 
or  mines.  In  the  river  Minho,' between  Spain  and 
Portugal,  I  hear  there  are  salmon,  but  I  know 
nothing  personally." 

Forty  Thousand  Yearling  Trout. 

"  Prodigious  !  "  as  Dominie  Sampson  used  to 
say.  Although  the  stocking  season  is  still  young 
it  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  Wyresdale  Fishery, 
Scorfcon,  Lanes,  have  already  sent  off  by  rail  no 
less  than  forty,  thousand  yearling  and  larger  fish, 
mostly,  I  am  very  glad  to  say,  Salmo  fario,  which 
have  arrived  at  their  various  destinations  in  first- 
class  condition.  It  is  impossible  to  begin  to  estimate 
the  amount  of  pleasure  and  sport  that  the  future 
catching  of  these  forty  thousand  trout  is  going  to 
provide  when  they  have  arrived  at  the  limit  size, 
and  not  the  least  part  of  the  pleasure  they  afford 
is  that  experienced  by  the  owners  of  the  waters 
who  purchase  them  to  turn  in.  I  know  whenever 
I  have  done  so  I  have  never  missed  a  chance  of 
going  to  see  how  the  yoimgsters  were  getting  on. 
I  have  never  seen  better  trout  than  those  bred  at 
Captain  Ormrod's  great  fishery  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Mr.  Andrew  Henry. 

The  Tweed  and  the  Berwick  Salmon 
Fisheries  Co. 

The  directors  of  the  Berwick  Salmon  Fisheries 
Company  report  "  a  favourable  result  from  the 
working  of  the  fisheries  during  the  past  season. 
At  the  opening  of  the  season  the  weather  was 
unfavourable,  and  fishing  continued  poor  until  the 
end  of  May.  During  the  summer  the  rainfall  was 
very  limited,  and  the  river  was  seldom  in  flood. 
Fish,  however,  appeared  in  large  numbers  in  July 
on  the  coast,  and  were  plentiful  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  until  the  end  of  the  season. 

"  The  quantity  of  salmon  caught  was  similar  to 
that  of  last  year.  Grilse  showed  a  marked  im- 
provement, although  the  take  was  no  more  than  an 
average  one.  Trout,  on  the  other  hand,  were 
plentiful." 

A  dividend  of  15  per  cent,  is  recommended,  and 
that  i£l,000  be  placed  to  a  reserve  account. 

"  What  am  I  to  Buy  ?  " — Shakespeare, 
Not  bacon,  it  is  getting  too  dear.  But  I  think 
the  customers  of  Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins,  of  Bishop 
Auckland,  will  be  tempted  to  buy  something  if 
they  get  his  most  attractive  "  Christmas  and  New 
Year  Gift  List."  It  is  a  good  idea  also  to  send  an 
"  Urgent  Eequest  "  to  anglers  to  have  their  rods, 
reels,  waders,  etc.,  overlooked,  and,  if  necessary, 
repaired.  K.  B.  Marston. 


FISHING  IN  FINLAND. 
NOT   ALL  IT  WAS   SAID  TO  BE. 

The  fishing  season  of  1902  was  an  abnormally 
bad  one  in  many  parts  of  the  world,  owing  doubt- 
less to  the  unfavourable  weather  experienced,  but 
I  confess  I  was  greatly  disappointed  to  receive  the 
following  letter  from  a  keen  angler  with  regard  to 
the  fishing  in  Finland.  I  think,  however,  that  the 
interest  of  anglers  will  greatly  benefit  by  the 
publication  of  this  correspondence,  as  it  may  lead 
to  the  restriction  of  the  netting  and  to  other 
improvements : — 

"  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  at 
Kajana,  Finland." 
"  Dear  Sir, — I  am  a  regular  subscriber  to  your  paper, 
and  concluding  that  before  inserting  advertisements  or 
other  matter  you  use  your  best  endeavour  to  prevent 
anything  of  a  misleading  nature  from  appearing  in 
its  pages,  I  think  it  will  interest  you  to  know  that 
one  of  the  advertisements  inserted  from  week  to  week 
during  the  season  is  absolutely  incorrect.  I  refer  to 
the  advertisement  '  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout  Fish- 
ing at  Kajana,  North  Finland.'  I  have  just  returned 
from  Finland,  having  spent  the  whole  summer  there 
and  fished  at  Kajana  and  many  places  in  that  district. 


"  There  is  no  salmon  fishiDg  at  Kajana  or  anywhere 
near  it,  there  being  falls  at  Kajana  that  prevent  any 
salmon  from  ascending,  and  a  glance  at  the  map  will 
show  you  that  the  nearest  river — one  flowing  south 
into  the  Oulu  lake  and  passing  Hyrynsulmi  and 
Restijavir,  and  up  which  salmon  run — falls  into  the 
lake  at  a  very  considerable  distance  from  Kajana,  and 
cannot  be  fished  from  that  place. 

"  As  regards  the  trout  fishing  it  may  be  possibly  all 
that  is  claimed  for  it,  though  such  was  not  my 
experience  or  that  of  several  other  anglers  fishing 
there  at  different  periods  this  summer ;  but  one  fact  I 
can  vouch  for,  and  that  is  that  the  water  available  for 
fishing  is  so  limited  that  there  is  not  enough  for  more 
than  two  or  three  rods  at  the  outside. 

"  I  shall  be  in  town  for  some  few  days  and  shall 
have  pleasure  in  calling  upon  you  on  receiving  a  line 
from  you  to  this  efEect. — Yours  faithfully, 

"  Wanderer." 

I  replied  to  "  Wanderer  "  that  I  should  be  very  glad 
if  he  would  call,  and  he  did  so,  and  I  told  him  that 
I  proposed  to  make  inquiries  of  Messrs.  John  Good 
and  Sons,  of  Hull,  the  agents  for  the  Finland  line 
of  Royal  Mail  Steamers,  as  to  how  they  came  to 
state  in  their  advertisement  that  there  was 
"  splendid  salmon  and  trout  fishing  at  Kajana," 
and  I  did  so.  They  at  once  expressed  their  regret 
at  hearing  there  was  any  complaint  about  the 
fishing  and  said  they  would  write  to  several  well- 
known  gentlemen  who  had  been  to  Finland  for 
their  opinion  as  to  the  fishing  there.  As  regards 
the  statement  as  to  salmon  fishing  at  Kajana  they 
admit  they  were  lin  error  as  the  nearest  salmon 
fishing  is  fifty  miles  away,  at  Vaala,  a  four  hours' 
journey  from  Kajana  by  steamer.  They  say  that 
they  sent  to  all  who  booked  passages  to  Kajana  a 
copy  of  their  "  booklet,"  which  distinctly  states 
that  there  is  no  salmon  fishing  at  Kajana,  but  at 
Vaala.  The  wonder  is  no  one  wrote  to  point  out 
the  error. 

With  a  subsequent  letter  they  sent  us  the  replies 
they  had  received,  and  said :  "  We  regret  to  say 
that  all  these  letters  more  or  less  confirm  your 
statement  that  the  salmon  fishing  on  the  Ulea 
River  has  been  spoilt  by  netting,  and  although  our 
advertisement  was  misleading,  we  think  you  will 
agree  with  us  that  there  was  no  intention  to  get 
people  out  to  Finland  on  false  pretences." 

I  am  quite  sure  that  Messrs.  Good  and  Sons  did 
not  intend  to  mislead  ;  their  object  is  to  open  up 
Finland  as  a  new  field  for  sportsmen,  and  it  would 
be  [manifestly  absurd  to  say  there  was  salmon 
fishing  at  a  place  if  there  was  none,  as  it  would  be 
pointed  out  sooner  or  later. 

The  following  letter  I  have  the  permission  of 
the  writer.  Captain  Henry  Talbot  Price,  Governor 
H.M.  Prison,  Liverpool,  to  publish  : — 

"  In  reply  to  your  note,  I  beg  to  inform  you  that 
both  at  the  hotels  at  Kajana  and  Vaala  everything 
was  done  that  could  be  to  render  one's  visit  comfort- 
able, though  it  would  be  of  much  advantage,  and  far 
more  comfortable,  if  at  the  former  town  (K.)  visitors 
could  obtain  their  feeding  at  the  building  where  they 
sleep,  instead  of  having  to  walk  over  to  the  other.  Of 
course,  salrnon  could  not  get  over  the  falls  at  Kajana, 
and  all  the  rods  with  me  were  disappointed  at  the 
trout  fishing.  None  of  the  rods  with  me,  when  at 
Vaala,  met  a  salmon,  and  none  were  killed  during  my 
stay  there.  A  few  large  trout  were  killed,  but  very 
few.  Grayling  and  ide  which  were  killed  were,  as  a 
rule,  good  fish,  running  from  lib.  to  4Jlb.  My  largest 
brown  trout  was  101b.,  but  Captain  Spulander  informed 
me  he  killed  a  trout  of,  I  think,  1.31b.,  and  I  alsa  heard 
that  my  gillie  killed  one  of  lllb.  I  think  this  really 
represented  the  fishing  we  had,  and  having  regard  to 
the  great  expense  of  going  and  returning  to  Finland 
from  this  country,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  no 
salmon  were  met,  the  inducements  are  not  suflBoient 
to  make  me,  I  thick,  experimentalise  any  furthei  in 
Finland.  I  have  fished  several  seasons  in  Iceland 
with  others,  and,  in  contrast  to  Finland,  I  may 
mention  that  on  the  last  occasion  I  was  fishing  there, 
in  the  course  of  a  brief  visit  of  half  a  dozen  rods  on 
three  rivers  (the'  season  does  not  last  more  than  about 
nine  weeks;  one  rod,  I  think,  fished  seven  weeks, 
another  six  weeks,  and  the  remaining  four  rods  only 
fished  three  weeks),  we  killed  a  trifle  over,  or  a  trifle 
under,  four  hundred  salmon,  and  a  hundredweight  of 
trout  a  day  to  two  rods  was  no  infrequent  occurrence." 

Here  are  some  extracts  from  the  replies  received 
by  Messrs.  Good  and  others.  I  do  not  give  the 
full  names  as  I  have  not  the  permission  of  the 
writers. 

Mr.  K.  C.  writes : — ■ 

"  The  advertisement  is  misleading,  and  certainly 
ought  not  to  be  issued  in  its  present  terms.  There 
are  no  salmon  at  Kajana,  nor  can  Kajana  be  properly 
described  as  '  headquarters  '  for  salmon  fishing. 

"  I  have  had  very  good  salmon  fishing  at  Vaala 
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■where  I  have  fished,  with  the  exception  of  the  present 
season,  for  the  last  eight  years ;  hut  the  sport  has 
steadily  deteriorated,  and  for  the  last  two  years  has, 
as  far  as  salmon  are  concerned,  been  practically  nil. 
Personally,  I  have  very  little  knowledge  of  Kajana.  I 
have  fished  there  only  once,  and  that  some  eight  or 
nine  years  ago.  Trout  and  grayling  were  numerous, 
and  when  there  in  1900  I  was  told  by  a  gentleman— a 
member  of  the  Spanish  Embafsy  in  Petersburg,  who 
■was  fishing  from  the  little  Tourist  Hotel — that  he 
■was  having  very  good  sport. 

"  The  deterioration  in  the  salmon  fishing  is  due  to 
the  usual  cause,  namely,  over-netting,  and  the  system 
of  netting  seems  to  have  been  designed  more  with  a 
view  of  extermination  than  of  profit. 

"  The  Ulea  empties  itself  into  the  Baltic  by  three 
or  four  channels.  Those  by  which  fish  are  known  to 
ascend  are  completely  closed  by  a  line  of  palisades 
furnished  tvery  twenty  or  thirty  yards  or  so  with 
traps  which  are  never  taken  up  from  April  to  Septem- 
ber. Thirty  miles  above  Uleaborg,  at  Muhos,  is  another 
similarly  equipped  obstruction  extending  across  the 
river,  save  with  the  exception  of  a  few  yards,  a  space 
just  wide  enough  to  allow  the  passage  of  a  small  river 
steamer.  For  the  next  thirteen  or  fourteen  miles 
there  are  fixed  traps  projecting  into  the  stream  at 
every  likely  corner.  The  Ulea  is  a  splendid  river, 
but  fish  have  not  a  chance  of  running  up.  It  would 
be  easy  to  restore  it  to  its  former  excellence. 

"  Leistering  should  be  kept  within  bounds,  netting 
should  be  stopped  for  two  years,  and  then  a  weekly 
close  time  be  legally  enforced." 

Col.  B.,  writing  from  the  Guards'  Club,  Oct.  20, 
Bays : — 

"I  returned  yesterday  and  found  your  letter  and 
enclosures.  I  am  devoted  to  Finland,  as  you  know, 
and  hope  to  go  next  year.  Your  hotel  really  should 
be  at  Vaala,  not  Kajana,  and  I  advise  you  to  build 
one  there  ;  a  good  one  would  pay  well.  I  and  other 
friends  have  been  much  disappointed  with  Kajana. 
At  the  hotel,  a  very  good  one,  one  could  not  get  meals 
last  year,  and  had  to  go  for  them  to  the  old  hotel  1 

"  I  was  very  surprised  to  find  after  fishing  that  the 
charge,  29.  Cd.  per  day,  was  only  for  the  lower  water, 
very  poor,  and  that  I  had  to  pay  a  good  deal  more  as 
I  fished  in  the  upper  water.  I  told  Mr.  Renfors  I 
thought  it  very  unfair.  A  boat,  I  think  and  believe, 
is  absolutely  necessary,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  get 
boatmen. 

"  I  see  nothing  about  '  splendid  salmon  and  trout 
fishing '  at  Kajana  in  your  '  Summer  Holidays.'  I 
believe  Mr.  Renfors  has  killed  salmon  there,  but  I 
have  never  been  there  at  the  right  time. 

"I  am  quite  sure  G.  &  Co.  do  not  wish  to  impose 
on  any  one.  Mr.  Renfors,  being  a  good  fisherman, 
and  being  on  the  spot  all  the  year  round,  does  well, 
no  doubt." 

I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  up  to  within 
the  last  year  or  two  the  salmon  (fishing  at  Vaala 
was  very  fair  indeed,  and  that  it  is  the  over-netting 
which  has  ruined  it.  Messrs.  Good  and  Sons 
inform  me  that  their  principals  will  make  arrange- 
ments for  restricting  the  netting  very  considerably, 
as,  of  course,  it  is  their  object  to  attract  visitors  to 
the  country ;  it  is  also  to  be  hoped  they  may  be 
able  to  improve  the  arrangements  for  fishing  for 
trout  at  Kajana. 

I  took  a  good  deal  of  trouble  last  spring  in  getting 
what  information  I  could  about  fishing  in  Finland, 
and  in  justice  to  Mrs.  Renfors  I  would  point  out 
that  in  her  letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
March  23  last  she  distinctly  stated  : 

"At  Kajana  only  trout,  grayling,  pike,  and  perch 
are  to  be  got,  but  at  Vaala  (four  hours  by  steamer  from 
Kajana)  there  are  sea-salmon,  sea-trout,  and  lake 
trout." 

As  I  said  before  I  think  good  will  be  done  by  the 
publication  of  this  correspondence,  and  with  more 
propitious  weather  and  better  arrangements  as 
regards  the  fishing,  I  have  no  doubt  Finland  will 
be  well  worth  the  attention  of  anglers. 

R.  B.  Maeston. 


TROUT  FISHING  AB  OVO. 
By  James  Conway, 
Author  of  "  Forays  among  Salmon  and  Deer,"  etc. 

{Concluded  from  page  342.) 

CHAPTER  III.— continued. 

Next  morning,  Monday,  was  destined  to  be  a  day 
of  adventure.  We  hired  a  four-oared  boat  to  take 
us  to  the  mainland  ;  the  men  were  mostly  away  at 
the  herring  fishing,  which  takes  nearly  all  the  male 
population  ;  and  as  we  could  only  get  a  couple  of 
men  for  the  four  oars,  we  took  our  own  turn  at  the 
wo  other  oars.    It  had  been  raining  hard  in  the 


night,  but  cleared  when  we  were  about  to  start. 
However,  a  wind  got  up  which  was  partly  in  our 
favour,  as  it  blew  towards  the  opposite  shore  for 
which  we  were  bound.  We  had  a  pull  of  twenty 
miles  or  more  before  us,  but  we  were  obliged  to 
make  it  longer  by,  for  a  considerable  distance, 
hugging  the  shore,  the  sea  being  too  rough  for  our 
boat  further  out.  After  two  hours'  pulling,  however, 
we  had  left  Skye  behind,  and  were  close  off  the 
mainland.  At  times  the  sea  was  very  rough,  and 
violent  squalls  of  wind  assailing  us  the  boat 
laboured  a  good  deal.  Not  being  a  good  sailor  I 
suffered  rather  considerably,  but  staved  off  the 
worst  mal  de  mer  by  steadily  rowing  and 
keeping  in  motion  with  the  boat.  We  shipped 
water  several  times  and  got  rather  wet.  The 
Crovernor  had  a  large  and  strong  umbrella,  and 
thought  he  might  assist  us  forward  by  putting  it 
up  as  a  sail,  but  it  was  speedily  reduced  to  a 
skeleton  with  only  ribbons  flying.  However,  we 
struggled  on  persistently,  the  boat  being  often 
lifted  on  her  way  by  a  big  wave.  Presently  we 
entered  the  mouth  of  Loch  Carron ;  but  it  was 
still  very  rough  and  the  wind  increasing.  Two 
hours  more  of  hard  work,  and  most  of  it  in  heavy 
rain,  brought  us  to  Strome  Ferry — a  passage  over 
the  loch  at  its  narrow  western  end,  before  it 
expands  to  its  fullest  width  inland.  Here  we  three, 
not  reluctantly,  disembarked,  to  walk  the  next  five 
miles  to  Jeantown,  at  the  head  of  the  loch.  We 
were  drenched  to  the  skin  and  wished  to  walk 
ourselves  dry.  The  two  boatmen  went  on  rowing 
up  the  loch  to  convey  our  luggage  to  that  place. 
Whether  we  were  charitable  in  leaving  the  two  to 
work  the  four-oared  boat,  without,  too,  the  steady- 
ing effect  of  our  weight  in  the  rough  water  which 
tossed  the  little  craft  about  like  a  cockle-shell,  I 
am  afraid  we  did  not  consider  at  the  time  ;  but, 
after  all,  they  were  seamen  experienced  in  those 
waters,  which  we  were  not,  and  doubtless  they  had 
lived  through  many  a  gale  before. 

Our  own  passage  had  been  watched  by  several 
persons  on  shore,  for  there  was  no  doubt  that  we 
had  been  at  times  in  some  peril ;  and  as  we 
pursued  our  walk  on  the  loch  side,  we  could  see 
the  boat  labouring  under  heavy  seas,  and  more 
than  once  nearly  swamped,  as  the  spray  flew  over 
them  ;  but  the  wind  carried  them  on  at  such  a 
rate  that  they  reached  Jeantown  safely,  and  had 
landed  our  luggage  fully  half-an-hour  before  we 
arrived.  We  paid  them  more  than  their  own 
charge,  in  consideration  of  the  extra  risk  they  had 
incurred  ;  and  indeed  the  stout  Highlanders  had 
done  their  work  well.  It  was  impossible  for  them 
to  attempt  the  return  journey  in  the  teeth  of  the 
gale  now  raging,  and  they  had  to  stay  the  night 
at  Jeantown.  We  ourselves  found  fairly  good 
quarters  at  the  inn,  changed  our  wet  clothes,  and 
got  them  dried,  ready  for  to-morrow's  advance. 

The  morrow  proved  a  better  day  than  we  could 
have  expected ;  the  gale  had  spent  itself,  and  the 
water  was  nearly  calm.  We  watched  our  two 
boatmen  start  for  Skye,  and  then  it  was  arranged 
that  we  should  make  for  Loch  Maree,  the  Governor 
going  by  cart,  with  the  luggage,  while  my  friend 
and  self  were  to  walk,  setting  off  about  noon.  The 
scenery  about  Loch  Carron  had  been  comparatively 
tame — grassy  hills  of  moderate  height,  seamed 
with  the  courses  of  various  bums,  which  were 
then  considerably  swollen— but  to-day  we  had 
some  high  hills  in  front  of  us.  We  reached  Craig 
Inn — -eleven  miles — by  a  forced  march  of  two  and 
a  half  hours  ;  there,  refreshing  the  inner  man  with 
a  couple  of  eggs  and  a  glass  of  "  toddy,"  Tve  turned 
off  from  the  road,  to  take  a  short  cut  over  the  hills, 
some  twelve  miles,  instead  of  twenty  by  the  road. 
Mounting  a  very  steep  brae,  we  had  a  grand  view 
of  the  old  deer-forest  and  corries  of  Applecross. 
I  may  say  here,  in  passing,  that  the  fine  propeity 
of  Applecross  had  not  very  long  before  changed 
hands.  It  had  been  the  ancestral  home  of  a  very 
old  Scotch  family,  who  had  tried  too  long  to 
keep  up  the  hereditary  state  of  Highland  chieftain, 
supporting  a  large  following  of  clansmen,  while 
residing  in  London,  and  so  forth,  and  the  inevitable 
consequence  followed,  tlfe  estate  having  to  "  come 
under  the  hammer."  On  my  first  visit  to  Scot- 
land I  had  been  introduced  to  the  youngest  scion 
of  this  house,  who  was  somewhat  of  a  character. 
He  was  a  fine,  powerful  Highlander,  still  having  a 
proud  bearing  and  the  elastic  gait  of  one  who  was 
"  treading  his  native  heath,"  although  he  was  then 
living  in  unpretending  lodgings  in  a  small  country 
town,  with  barely  income  enough  to  make  both 
ends  meet.    In  his  early  days  he  had  led  almost  a 


wild  life,  in  his  far-away  west-coast  haunts,  holding 
little  communication  with  the  more  civilised  world, 
often  putting  up  with  the  rough  life  of  smugglers 
and  other  lawless  parties,  who  looked  upon  him 
still  as  representing  the  old  clan  ;  and  his  costume 
was  even  now  in  keeping  with  such  a  life — a  kilt 
of  his  old  clan  tartan,  a  sporran  of  the  badger-ekin 
from  his  own  former  hills,  jacket  and  waistcoat 
bound  with  leather,  socks  knitted  by  some  old 
crone  on  the  estate  and  dyed  in  the  moss  of  the 
native  bogs,  and  with  skean-dhu  (dirk)  still  by  his 
side,  its  hilt  being  ornamented  with  the  purple,  or 
rarest  kind,  of  Cairngorm  crystal.  But,  stalwart 
man  as  he  was,  the  ways  of  civilisation  little 
suited  him — his  case  was  unfortunately  not  one  of 
"  the  survival  of  the  fittest "  ;  he  remained  a  few 
years  as  a  relic  of  a  state  of  things  passed  and 
gone,  and  while  yet  in  his  prime  he  was  gathered 
to  his  fathers,  the  pibroch's  wail  of  the  old  piper 
attending  him  to  his  grave  in  the  lone  burial-place 
in  the  hills,  which  he  had  loved  so  well. 

Such  has  been  the  mournful  lot  of  many  a 
representative  of  the  oldest,  chief  families,  who 
could  not  adapt  themselves  to  the  times,  and  have 
given  place  to  other,  possibly  not  better,  men. 
They  are  extinct  as  the  dodo. 

After  this  prospect  and  retrospect  of  Applecross 
— so-called  from  a  tradiion,  that  when  the  monks 
of  lona  had  a  branch  establishment  here,  one  of 
their  crosses  still  standing  in  the  neighbourhood, 
the  apples  in  the  monastic  orchards  all  bore  the 
mark  of  a  cross — we  hurry  on.  I'assing  over  this 
high  ground,  by  a  stretch  of  moors  and  mosses, 
rocky  and  rough,  two  hours  or  so  brought  us  to  a 
couple  of  lochs,  which  we  proceeded  to  fish.  One 
large  trout  showed  himself,  but  we  got  no  rises, 
which  was  soon  accounted  for  by  the  appearance, 
or  rather  the  ^ridden  disappearance,  of  a  pike, 
which  dashed  off  from  the  bank  as  my  shadow  fell 
upon  it.  These  fresh-water  sharks  devour  all  the 
smaller  fish,  and  the  larger  survivors  being  onl^ 
few  and  far  between,  the  sport  is  proportionately 
poor. 

Packing  up  our  rods  after  a  vain  attempt  to  get 
a  rise  we  set  off  again,  and  another  halt-hour's 
walk  brought  us  in  sight  of  the  beautiful  Loch 
Maree,  with  its  wooded  banks  and  pretty  isles,  the 
inn  of  Kinlochewe  lying  beneath  us.  Some  difiBcult 
climbing  brought  us  down  the  face  of  the  hill,  and 
we  reached  the  inn  about  8  p.m.,  to  find  the 
Governor  and  our  luggage  awaiting  us.  With  a 
keen  appetite  we  lost  no  time  in  making  ourselves 
comfortable,  and  discussing  a  better  meal  than  we 
had  enjoyed  for  the  last  two  or  three  daj's. 

The  following  day,  Wednesday,  we  all  walked  up 
a  somewhat  dreary  valley  to  fish  Loch  Rosque, 
some  three  miles  in  length,  in  not  very  striking 
scenery,  although  the  more  distant  hills  were  fine, 
and  varying  much  in  colour  from  the  quartz, 
which  shone  almost  as  white  as  snow,  to  Ben 
Dearg,  which  means  the  "  Red  Hill."  Here  we 
had  at  first  little  sport,  but  later  in  the  afternoon 
I  caught  twenty-five  trout  varying  from  half  a  pound 
to  a  pound  in  weight,  Mallett  took  about  a  dozen, 
and  the  Governor  seven  or  eight  We  again  reached 
the  inn  at  Kinlochewe  about  9  p.m.  My  notes 
here  are  brief. 

Next  day,  Thursday,  we  walked  down  Loch 
Maree  as  far  as  Slatadale,  sending  the  luggage  on 
by  mail-cart  to  Gairloch,  then  to  the  foot  of  Pool- 
ewe,  where  there  was  very  poor  accommodation. 
Thence,  on  Friday,  to  Altbea,  five  miles,  and 
eighteen  miles  to  Aucterskyle,  at  the  head  of  Loch 
Broom.  Crossing  on  our  way  the  river  Grionard, 
a  gentleman  who  was  fishing  it  invited  us  to  have 
some  refreshment  at  his  quarters,  where  we  found 
a  pleasant  party  of  five  gentlemen  and  some  ladies. 
The  inn  at  Aucterkyle  was  very  poor;  no  food 
except  fish,  eggs,  and  bannocks.  Here  we  had 
intended  to  spend  Sunday,  but  decided  that  we 
could  not  put  up  with  forty-eight  hours  of  this 
mean  accommodation,  so  we  got  up  early,  hired  a 
cart,  and  reached  Ullapool  for  breakfast,  and 
thence  hired  again,  a  long  stage  to  Richonich, 
where  we  spent  the  Sabbath,  although  with  not 
much  better  accommodation — two  beds  among 
three  of  us. 

We  spent  the  Sunday  studying  Nature  among 
the  hills.  A  peculiar  feature  along  this  part  of  the 
west  coast  is  the  continuous  recurrence  of  arms  of 
the  sea,  dovetailing  with  the  land  so  that  the 
route  is  made  very  circuitous.  On  the  Monday,  at 
Richonich,  we  fished  Loch  Garbet  Beg,  and  the 
stream  which  runs  from  it  into  Loch  Inchard, 
which  is  an  arm  of  the  sea.    Loch  Garbet  has 
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both  trout  aad  salmon,  but  there  had  been  a  lack 
of  rain.  The  salmon  are  generally  late  in  running 
up  into  it,  anl  owing  to  the  drought  few  had 
com3  up  at  that  tims.  We  took  a  very  nice 
lot  ot  trout — -my  notes  nob  giving  the  number 
or  weight — and  as  I  was  the  only  one  of  the  three 
who  had  flies  or  tackle  for  salmon  I  tried  my  luck, 
and  caught  a  couple  of  grilse. 

This  was  the  finale  of  the  excursion.  "We  had  a 
beautiful  drive  by  Laxford  Bridge — the 
word  "  las  "  being  Norse  for  salmon,  and 
the  river  of  that  name  looked  very  pro- 
mising— thence  by  Loch  Stack,  with 
Ben  Stack  towering  above,  by  Loch 
More,  with  Ben  More  rising  from  its 
beautifully  wooded  shores,  by  one  or 
two  other  smaller  lochs,  and  then  by 
Loch  Shin,  seventeen  miles  long,  to 
Lairg,  and  so  by  the  Dornoch  Firth,  and 
through  Eoss-shu-e  to  Inverness,  and  the 
South.  I  have  given  this  excursion  at 
some  length  as  a  sample  of  healthy 
exercise,  combined  with  some  not  incon- 
siderable sport  to  add  to  the  interest. 

It  should  be  observed,  however,  that 
the  facilities  for  wayside,  both  loch  and 
river,  fishing  were  greater  in  those  days 
than  they  are  now,  when  the  railways 
have  so  opened  up  the  whole  country, 
and  the  fishing  and  shooting  lessee  finds 
a  footing  almost  everywhere,  and  at  rents 
beyond  the  capacity  of  the  ordinary 
tourist.  StUl  there  are  a  considerable 
number  of  waters,  especially  of  lochs, 
where  he  can  find  fishing  by  staying  at 
many  of  the  hotels,  or  taking  a  daily 
ticket. 


do  better  in  a  strange  water  than  fish  which  have 
been  brought  up  on  the  bottle  and  hand -fed. 

Mr.  Ford's  "  Perfection  Carriers,"  desigael  to 
carry  fish  by  rail,  have  proved  so  successful  that 
they  are  used  in  many  of  the  other  best  breeding 
establishments  as  well  as  in  Mr.  Ford's  own.  His 
"  fiah  food,"  apparatus  of  all  kinds  for  fish  hatcheries, 
water  plants,  and  molluscs  continue  to  give  the 
greatest  satisfaction. 


OUT  WOEMING  WITH  UNCLE  JOE. 


One  fine  August  morning  I  called  at  Uncle  Joe's 
cottage,  which  was  situated  about  a  mile  from  the 
river,  found  him  at  home,  and  knowing  I  had  como 
down  for  a  little  fishing  the  firat  (question  he  asked 
was  : — ■ 

"  How  long  shall  you  stay  ?  " 
"  Ten  days." 


FISH  CULTUEE  AT 
CAISTOE,  LINCOLNSHIEE. 


MR.   THOMAS  FORD'S 
ESTABLISHMENT. 

"  God  Save  Britannia's  King  "  is  not 
directly  connected  with  fish  culture,  but 
there  is  no  reason  why  I  should  not 
mention  that  it  is  the  title  of  some 
patriotic  verse  by  Mr.  Thomas  Ford,  one 
of  our  first  and  best  of  pisciculturists. 
The  verses  have  been  most  favourably 
noticed  by  more  than  a  score  of  news- 
papers, and  can  be  had  with  or  without 
music  from  Messrs.  Novello,  of  Berners- 
street,  London,  W.  Was  it  not  Orpheus 
who  made  the  fishes  jump  for  joy  on 
hearing  his  music,  and  if  the  proprietor 
of  the  Caistor  fibhery  can  afford  to  do  so 
why  shouldn't  he  ?  It  accovmts  for  his 
fish  being  such  free  risers. 

Mr.  Ford's  catalogue  of  live  fish 
supplied  by  him,  from  eggs  to  two-year- 
olds,  includes : — 

Salino  fario  (common  or  brown  trout), 
Levenensis  (Loch  Leven  trout), 
Irideus  (rainbow  trout), 
Fontinalis  (American  brook  trout), 
Thymallus  (grayling),  and 
Saltno  salar  (salmon). 
In  addition  to  these  I  am  always  glad 
to  mention  that  Mr.  Ford  has  a  special 
price-list  for  nearly  all  the  most  im- 
portant of  the  other  fresh-water  fish  so 
unfairly  called  "  coarse,"  such  as  : — 
Minnows.  Carp. 
Gudgeon.  Bream. 
Dace.  Chub. 
Roach.  Perch. 
Crayfish.  Rudd. 
Tench.  Gold  Fish. 

Gold  Tench.  Gold  Orfe. 

Eels.  Pike. 
Burbot. 

For  instance,  for  20s.  per  1000  anyone  can  try 
the  experiment  of  stocking  a  lake  or  river  with 
minnows  as  food  for  trout,  etc.  As  Mr.  Ford 
points  out,  it  is  much  better  to  put  in  fish  that 
will  spawn  at  next  spawning  season  than  to  bother 
with  the  eggs  of  coarse  fish. 

Mr.  Ford  has  a  very  fine  stock  of  yearling  trout, 
the  ponds  which  hold  them,  of  two  of  which  I  give 
illustrations,  are  supplied  with  an  abundance  of  ' 
natural  food,  and  it  is  manifest  that  fish  which  ' 
have  been  accustomed  to  get  their  own  living  will  | 


^  The  Field  Po^'d,  Makob  Fisiikry,  Caistor. 


The  Manob  Fisheby,  (;Ai.~.Toit  ~ Ponds,  Sebies  No.  1. 


I  wonder  if  another  year  Mr.  Ford  could  give 
the  quantity  of  water  required  for  a  given  number 
of  yearling  trout  for  a  journey  of  so  m9,ny  miles, 
ditto  for  two-year-olds,  also  the  average  cost  of 
railway  and  other  expenses. 

I  am  often  asked  these  questions  by  gentlemen 
thinking  of  stocking  waters,  and  can  only  give 
very  rough  ideas.  I  see  that  Mr.  Ford  says  the 
railway  companies'  charges  are  very  moderate — for 
instance,  he  can  send  Icwt.  two  hundred  miles 
for  43.  8d.  E.  B.  Maeston. 


"  Then  there  is  no  time  to  lose,"  and  taking  a 
large  canvas  bag  we  went  to  a  fine  fir  plantation 
about  a  mile  distsint,  and  hanging  our  coats  on 
a  tree  commenced  "  mossing  "  in  earnest.  Cram- 
ming in  as  much  moss  as  the  bag  would  hold 
we  returned  to  the  cottage,  and  after  all  the  bits 
of  stick,  bents,  debris,  etc.,  had  been  picked  out 
we  stood  contemplating  the  heap.  "  Now  for  a 
tub  of  water,"  exclaimed  Joe,  as  he  turned  up  his 
shirt  sleeves,  lit  his  old  favourite  fishing  pipe,  and 
I  can  only  say  if  everybody  was  as  well  washed 
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once  a  week ,  as  Joe's  moss  there  would  be  less 
illness  in  the  world.  How  beautiful  and  fresh  it 
looked,  and  how  sweet  it  smelt.  After  squeezing 
nearly  every  drop  of  water  out  of  it  with  his  hands, 
piece  by  piece,  similar  to  pressing  the  water  out 
of  a  sponge,  he  remarked,  whilst  performing  the 
operation,  that  it  was  a  great  mistake  to  have  the 
moss  too  damp.  As  I  pulled  the  lumps  to  pieces  to 
loosen  them  as  much  as  possible,  half  of  it  he  put 
into  a  washing  tub  and  half  into  a  huge  milk 
pancheon.  Pressing  it  gently  down  level  to  about 
five  inches  from  the  top  of  the  two  vessels,  the 
"moss-bed,"  as  Joe  called  it,  was  ready  for  the 
worms.  After  tea  I  said,  "  Don't  you  think  we 
had  better  look  the  tackle  over  before  dark  ?  " 

"  Do  you  think  I'm  a  child  with  a  willow  withe, 
cotton  and  pin  ?  Eest  yourself  content,  my  fine 
fellow.    It  is  all  ready,  never  you  fear." 

It  was  on  a  moist,  calm,  muggy  evening  when 
we  stole  out  of  the  cottage  in  the  dark,  and  softly 
on  a  fine  lawn,  with  a  lantern  in  one  hand,  a  pail, 
and  some  dry  silver-sand  in  our  jacket  pockets, 
dipping  the  thumb  and  finger  of  the  disengaged 
hand  therein  for  sand  as  required,  to  extract 
the  succulent  lob.  Some  worms  were  only  just 
protruding  their  sheeny  heads  through  the  dew- 
bedecked  grass,  some  were  about  an  inch  out, 
others  were  half  out,  whilst  many  were  anchored 
with  their  tails.  I  may  mention  that  I  have  never 
seen  them  "  crawling  about  all  over  the  grass," 
as  I  once  saw  it  described.  They  are  quite  con- 
spicuous enough  as  they  are,  and  they  know  a  trick 
worth  two  of  that.  After  a  long  drought,  and  when 
they  are  craving  for  moisture,  I  have  seen  odd  ones 
full  length  on  garden  soil,  but  these  were  so  few 
that  we  called  them  "  roamers."  They  took  no 
notice  of  the  light  shining  full  on  them  from  our 
lanterns  as  they  deliberately  stretched  their  heads 
now  here  and  now  there  like  the  slowest  of  crawling 
snakes,  but  at  the  least  vibration  or  crunching  of 
our  shoes  near  the  edges  of  the  lawn,  presto  !  they 
withdrew  like  a  flash.  I  expect  it  is  the  great 
number  of  rings  running  down  the  whole  length  of 
their  bodies  that  gives  them  this  remarkable  power. 
What  a  marvellous  provision  for  the  safety  of  a 
creature,  so  soft,  helpless,  and  blind  1  Worming 
is  most  trying  to  the  spine,  as  one  has  to  stoop  so 
low,  and  we  were  only  too  glad  to  stand  erect  for 
a  while  now  and  then  to  rest  our  aching  backs. 

It  is  astonishing  how  firmly  a  dew-worm  can 
cling  to  the  earth  with  its  broad,  bristly  tail, 
holding  far  more  tenaciously  on  grass  than  soft 
mould.  In  the  former  case  a  continued  straight 
pull  is  frequently  next  to  useless,  and  often  ends 
in  the  worm  being  badly  bruised  or  pulled  in 
halves.  When  the  new  hand  first  grasps  the 
creature,  and  it  objects  to  be  withdrawn,  whilst 
still  holding  it  he  should  relax  his  grip  somewhat, 
quickly  allowing  the  worm  to  fall  slack.  Feeling 
the  pressure  moderated  it  thinks  it  has  a  chance  to 
escape,  loosens  the  bristles  on  its  rings,  and  at  this 
moment  it  should  be  secured.  There  are  several 
other  little  dodges  only  practice  can  teach  one, 
pressing  a  thumb  or  finger  across  a  worm  in  a 
difiicult  position  —  for  instance,  humoring  them, 
etc.  There  are  several  squares  and  churchyards  in 
London  where  fine  dew-worms  can  be  gathered  at 
the  proper  season ;  and  I  wonder  if  Carlyle  knew 
the  square  of  that  name  was  one  of  them.  I  thinli 
it  is  very  likely.  Nothing  disturbed  the  intense  and 
oppressive  stillness  until  the  quaint  old  church 
clock  solemnly  struck  eleven,  and  after  the  peculiar 
hum  of  the  last  stroke  had  died  away  like  the  drone 
of  a  wheeling  dor,  Joe  thought  it  was  only  ten,  and 
was  so  surprised  that  after  considerable  exertion 
he  pulled  his  old-fashioned  turnip-like  watch  from 
his  fob  to  make  sure,  gave  a  grunt,  and  exclaimed  : 

"  Dash  my  wig,  we've  been  wonderful  slow,  or 
else  I've  catched  nearly  all  this  lot  while  you've 
been  looking  on  " — about  seven  hundred. 

The  lawn  where  he  had  permission  to  go  was 
not  far  from  his  cottage,  near  the  church,  and  on 
arriving  there  about  half  of  the  slimy  and  jelly-like 
mass  was  spread  over  the  moss  in  the  tub,  and  the 
other  half  over  that  in  the  huge  milk  pancheon. 
Any  worms  that  could  not  penetrate  into  the  moss 
he  always  discarded,  but  these  were  comparatively 
few. 

"  Now,  la^,  this  is  Saturday  night.  On  Wed- 
nesday we  must  change  the  moss  :  it  will  be  rare 
and  dirty,  and  next  Thursday  they  will  be  about 
right  for  you." 

I  never  knew  a  man  take  more  trouble  with  his 
worms  than  Joe,  and  every  day  he  regularly 
loo3eaed  the  moss  to  keep  them  as  cool  as  possible. 


Many  anglers  seem  to  forget  what  a  great  change 
they  undergo.  It  must  be  extremely  trying  unless 
they  receive  proper  attention,  and  if  they  are 
allowed  to  get  heated  they  may  be  compared  to 
the  poor  wretches  who  were  suffocated  in  the  Black 
Hole  of  Calcutta — very  soon  sicken,  die,  and  rot ; 
and  when  this  occurs  the  sooner  they  are  taken 
away  and  buried  the  better.  On  the  Wednesday, 
instead  of  picking  out  every  worm  separately  as  I 
have  seen  anglers  do  on  various  occasions,  and 
saving  us  no  end  of  trouble,  he  simply  took  them  out 
bodily,  moss  and  all,  put  all  the  loose  ones  in  a  pail, 
quickly  washed  out  both  vessels,  put  in  the  clean 
moss,  pressed  it  down  level,  placed  the  loose  worms 
and  those  in  the  old  moss  on  the  top,  thus  keeping 
all  the  dirt  and  filth  left  by  the  worms  away  from 
the  clean  moss  underneath.  In  a  comparatively 
short  time  they  had  left  the  old  moss,  taken 
possession  of  the  new,  and  I  have  not  the  least 
doubt  found  it  a  most  agreeable  change. 

A  good  number  of  these  worms  were  smaller, 
brighter,  more  delicate,  and  did  not  possess  the 
curious  knotty  clitellum  or  breeding  ring  below 
the  head ;  are  favourite  baits,  and  have  obtained 
the  appellation  of  "maiden  lobs" — a  term  some- 
what misleading  to  the  uninitiated,  the  two  sexes 
being  united  in  each  individual,  and  consequently  are 
hermaphrodites  ;  in  fact,  similar  to  a  plant  whose 
flower  contains  both  stamens  and  pistils,  and 
considering  their  numerous  enemies  a  truly  won- 
derful provision  of  Nature. 

Last  year  I  kept  a  good  few  brandling  worms  in 
the  rotten  horse-dung  in  which  I  found  them  for 
weeks  under  the  sink  in  an  ordinary  zinc  bait-can, 
keeping  the  manure  nice  and  damp,  never  allowing 
it  to  get  wet  and  sloppy.  Lobs  and  other  garden 
worms  can  be  kept  in  rich  black  soil  if  not  too 
crowded  Ln  a  pit  or  vessel  in  the  shade,  where 
they  cannot  escape,  for  a  considerable  period, 
scouring  them  for  three  or  four  days  before  use. 

I  have  often  thought  that  the  bits  of  grass,  old 
flower  and  other  stems  and  stalks,  pieces  of  dead 
and  other  leaves,  and  the  numerous  vegetable  sub- 
stances to  be  found  in  gardens  on  a  small  scale,  are 
not  drawn  so  tightly  in  their  holes  for  food  but  to 
keep  the  water  out  of  their  runs,  for  I  have  fre- 
quently seen  a  hole  pierced  clean  through  these 
masses,  the  same  as  may  often  be  seen  on  paths 
and  other  bare,  exposed,  and  hard  spots,  but  this 
is  only  surmise. 

Earth  worms  must  have  rare  good  digestive 
organs,  for  I  once  had  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  in  a  wooden  box  that  ate  every  scrap  of  news- 
paper which  they  covered,  and  it  seems  doubtful 
if  they  possess  any  organs  of  taste.  I  have  seen 
carp  do  the  very  opposite  with  newspaper,  after 
some  twelve  or  fifteen  seconds  blowing  the  soft 
pellets  out  with  apparent  disgust.  So  far  as  I  have 
observed  worms  do  not  seem  particular  what  they 
eat,  from  newspapers  to  human  beings  {see  Hamlet, 
Act  4,  scene  3),  while  fish  on  the  contrary  are  often 
very  particular  indeed,  often  ejecting  with  con- 
siderable force  much  more  than  they  retain,  and 
eating  with  avidity  at  one  period  what  they  utterly 
reject  at  another.  Depend  upon  it  there  is  more 
in  this  than  meets  the  eye,  and  somewhat  difiScult 
to  explain.  Old  Angler. 


A  NOEFOLK  FISHING  IDYL. 


The  editor  of  Longman's  Magazine  has  favoured 
me  with  an  advance  proof  of  a  fishing  story  by  a 
new  writer,  Mr.  Chas.  Fielding  Marsh,  entitled 
"  The  Phoenix  Fishing  Club,"  which  will  appear  in 
the  December  number  of  the  magazine.  I  give 
some  extracts  from  the  story,  and  feel  sure  that 
they  will  induce  many  who  read  them  to  buy  the 
magazine.  E.  B.  M. 

All  the  occupants  of  the  houses  in  Porcupine 

Yard  were  clickers  by  trade,  all  worked  at  one  or 

other  of  the  many  boot  factories  in  Norwich. 
•  *  *  •  « 

On  the  doorstep  of  a  house  at  the  farther  end 
of  the  yard  a  young  man  with  black,  curly  hair 
was  seated. 

Ik  it  *  *  * 

He  was  joined  by  a  man  with  reddish  hair  and 
whifikers. 

"  Hullo,  Curly,"  exclaimed  the  new-comer. 
"  Hain't  yer  got  yar  tow  out  yet ;  ain't  yer  going 
*er  see  yar  poles  be  all  right?  What's  up?  Yrr 
look  like  a  herren'  what  ha'  shot  his  roe,  kinder 
flabby-like.    I  know  that  ha'  been  a  tryin'  day," 


went  on  the  speaker  sympathetically,  "  but  that'll 
be  a  lot  different  ter  this  'ere  yard  when  we  gets 
out  in  th'  Hornen'  willage  reach  'bout  tree  o'clock 
ter-morrow  mornen'.  That'll  fresh  yer  up  a  trifle, 
old  mate,  won't  it  ?  " 

"  Ain't  agoen'  ter  no  Hornen'  willage,"  came  the 
reply  in  a  very  melancholy  voice.  "  No,  I  ain't 
agoen'  along  o'  th'  club  this  time.  Don't  know  as 
how  I  ain't  going  ter  give  over  fishen'  altergether, 
and  that's  straight.  Ginger,  now  yer  knows." 

"What!"  exclaimed  Ginger.  "Whatever  are 
yer  talken'  about  ?  Ha'  yer  got  a  fit  o'  bile  ?  You, 
you.  Curly,  going  ter  give  over  fishen',  and  next 
month  yer'll  be  woted  scratchertery  ter  th'  club 
You  has  ha'  won  more  prizes  nor  any  on  us  ;  th' 
masterhand  of  all  on  us  give  over  fishen',  well,  I'm 
blowed  1  Strike  me  blue  and  purple  in  streaks  !  " 
The  man  sat  down  beside  Curly  and  smacked  hiin 
on  the  back.  "  Why,  dang  me,  yer  hain't  gone 
natural  or  broke,  be  yer  ?  " 

"No,  I  hain't,"  replied  Curly,  "but  I  means 
what  I  says.  I  ain't  agoing  ter  Hornen'  ter-night, 
so  there  't'is.  Hornen',  of  all  places !  I  hates  it. 
I  'ont  say  as  next  meeten'  on  th'  Beccles  river  I 
mayn't  come,  I  shall  see  how  I  feels  ;  but  I  shan't 
fish  for  prizes  no  more.  I  feels  if  ever  I  did  a  bit 
o'  fishen  I  should  like  ter  row  up  some  lonely  bit 
o'  th'  river,  or  round  some  corner  where  there 
worn't  no  one  ter  talk  tew,  and  if  th'  plaguy  fish 
wouldn't  bite,  chuck  myself  in.  That's  how  I 
feels.  Ginger.  I  know  I  should  chuck  myself  in  it 
I  went  to  Hornen'  ter-morrow." 

"  Ha'  this  'ere  feelen'  corned  on  since  th'  last 
meeten'  we  had  in  th'  church  reach  at  Hornen' 
last  month  ?  Ha'  that  comed  on  cos  yer  lost  th' 
prize  ter  Pringle  by  one  ounce  ?  Dang  me,  Curly, 
we  can't  all  ha'  prizes;  look  at  me,  I  hain't  won 
narthen' t'  year." 

"  Dang  Pringle  and  his  ounce,"  hissed  Curly. 
"  Devil  take  his  ounce  I  He's  welcome  ter  th' 
prizes,  all  he  can  get.  No,  tain't  Pringle — least- 
ways not  altogether,"  he  added  hesitatingly.  "  'Tis 
th'  place  I  can't  abide." 

"  Why,  I  thoughts  as  how  yer  liked  Hornen'.  I 
call  that  a  proper  little  willage  ;  old  Ford  he  sells 
a  fairish  drop  o'  beer,  and  the  fishen'  be  moderate 
gude.  Besides,  I  thoughts  as  how  yer  were  arter  a 
bit  o'  skirt  down  there,  proper  looken'  mawther, 
gal  with  hair  all  over  her  face,  looks  like  a  wisp  o' 
hay.  Milly  Hewitt,  worn't  that  her  name  ? 
Thought  yer  wor  going  all  plain  sailen'  in  that 
quarter." 

"  Wor,  till  she  took  up  along  o'  Pringle,"  Curly 
groaned. 

"  What  1  Ha'  she  give  yer  th'  dirty  kick  out, 
old  partner  ?  "  Ginger  inquired. 

"  Well !  not  exactly  that  neither,"  answered 
Curly.  "  'Cos  I  can't  say  as  how  I  ever  properly 
fixed  it  up  along  o'  she.  Still  she  knowed  I'd 
gone  clean  soft  over  her,  so  she  had  over  me  tew. 
Why  she  once  told  me  whenever  she  seed  me  she 
had  a  kind  o'  funny  feelen'  all  down  th'  back. 
What  conclusion  can  yer  come  ter  arter  a  remark 
like  that  'ere  ?  " 

"  'On't  she  speak  ter  yer  now  ?  "  asked  Ginger, 
much  interested  in  this  recital  of  woman's 
fickleness. 

"  Oh !  she'll  speak  ter  me  right  enow,  but  that's 
what  I  complain  on.  She  kinder  fust  come  ter 
my  worm  and  then  go  ter  his  bit  o'  paste.  I  ain't 
going  ter  be  sarved  like  that,  't'ain't  likely.  If  she 
like  going  along  o'  Pringle  she  ain't  comen'  along 
o'  me,  and  I  meant  ter  tell  her  that  th'  last  time  I 
went  over.  I  went  over  for  th'  purpose  tew.  Only 
when  I  seed  her  I  couldn't  say  it  nohows,  all  I  did 
wor  tew  make  a  fule  o'  myself  and  tell  her  how  I 
loves  her,  and  all  she  does  wor  ter  start  alarfen" 
enow  ter  bust  her  stay-laces.  She  say,  '  Lor,  bor, 
lots  on  'em  dew  that;  tell  us  something  new.' 
Then  a  chap  I  knows,  as  lives  'gen  Coleman's 
factory,  tells  me  he  seed  her  out  in  a  boat  along  o' 
Pringle  last  Saturday  arternoon,  and  I  say  ter 
myself,  '  Chuck  it  up  ;  go  and  hang  yarsolf  or  drown 
yarselt,'  and  I  feels  like  dewing  on  it  tew." 

"  Oh  1  yer've  got  it  bad,"  said  the  sympathetic 
Ginger.  "  Shocken'  bad,  I  can  see.  I  know  what 
't  be,  I've  been  married  tree  times,  mate,  so  I've 
been  through  with  it.  That's  wus  nor  th'  tooth- 
ache.    Silly  fules  gals  be.    Why  yer'd  make  th' 

gal  a  gude  husband,  a  bloke  in  yar  position  and  all." 
***** 

***** 

"  Yes,"  said  the  girl  to  herself  as  she  made  out 
the  figure  for  which  sho  was  looking.  "  Curly  ha' 
come,  I  knowed  he  would.  I  can't  help  atormenten' 
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on  him  ;  he  look  proper  when  I  rile  him.  Pringle, 

lew,  he  ain't  half  bad  either,  but  I  thinks  I  like 

Carly  th'  best.    That  be  wunnerful  hard  for  a  gal 

like  me  ter  know  her  own  heart  for  sarten,  but  I'm 

snre  that  there  Curly  is  th'  chap  for  me." 

***** 

Towards  half-past  seven  a  little  blue  boat  glided 
out  from  a  dyke  hidden  by  overhanging  willows, 
and  a  young  girl,  whose  fair  hair  was  blown  back 
by  the  gentle  breeze,  puUed  slowly  towards  the 
fishing  club.  When  she  reached  the  first  boat  she 
raised  her  oars  from  the  water  and  leant  forward  to 
talk  to  the  fisherman.  Some  twenty  yards  off  the 
occupant  of  the  next  boat,  who  was  also  without  a 
companion,  noticed  that  a  seemingly  earnest  con- 
versation was  going  on  between  the  man  and  the 
girl. 

"  Course  she  must  single  out  Pringle  ter  stop 
and  talk  ter,"  muttered  Curly,  angrily  biting  his 
lip.  "  She  'on't  fare  ter  notice  me,  I'll  be  bound. 
If  she  dew  I  'on't  ha'  no  say  with  her,  I'll  back 
my  life  o'  that.  Who'd  ha'  thought  a  gal  like  that 
'ud  ha'  took  up  with  th'  class  o'  chap  like  Pringle  ? 
Dang  gals  I  I  ha'  wholly  done  with  'em,  and  so 
I'll  show  her,  tew,  if  she  happen  ter  come  this 
way." 

Notwithstanding  his  pretended  indifference 
Curly  could  not  keep  his  eyes  off  the  couple,  and 
he  noticed  how  the  sun  shed  its  rays  on  the  golden 
head  of  hair,  and  he  watched  as  the  wind  caught 
the  loose  locks  and  blew  them  first  one  way  and 
then  another.  Presently  with  a  little  laugh  the 
girl  dipped  her  oars  in  the  water  and  rowed  her 
boat  in  his  direction. 

"  Gude  momen',  Curly,"  she  exclaimed,  back- 
watering  so  as  to  bring  her  boat  up  close  to  his. 
"  Be  yer  haven'  gude  sport  ?  "  she  asked  in  a  cheery 
voice. 

"  No,"  came  the  answer. 
"  It's  a  wery  nice  mornen'  for  fishen'." 
"  Tew  bright,"  was  the  short  rejoinder. 
"  P'raps  I  be  disturbing  on  yer?  " 
"  Dare  say  yer  are,"  was  the  reply. 
"  Shall  I  be  agoin'  ?  " 

"  That's  as  yer  thinks  proper,"  muttered  Curly. 

"  Well,  yer  ain't  wunnerful  civil  this  momen', 
Curly,"  laughed  Milly,  tossing  back  her  curls. 

"  Better  go  back  where  yer  comes  from,  then. 
Daresay  Pringle  be  wunnerful  civil." 

"  Well,  he  be  a  deal  more  nor  yer  be,"  said  the 
girl,  with  another  toss  of  her  head.  "  S'pose  I  can 
stay  where  I  like  ?  " 

"  Yes  ;  th'  river  be  th'  public  highway,"  quietly 
remarked  Curly. 

"  Thank  yer  for  j'ar  information.  Wonder  they 
don't  call  yer  Surly  instead  o'  Curly.  Be  yer 
agoin'  ter  beat  Pringle  ?  "  Milly  inquired.  "  He 
ha'  got  a  right  gude  swim." 

"  Don't  know,  don't  care.  Don't  care  about 
narthen',"  said  the  man  with  a  sigh. 

"  Oh  1  How  long  ha'  yer  been  feelin'  like  that, 
f'urly  ?  " 

"  Thought  yer  knew." 

"No;  I  don't." 

"  Then,  if  yer  ha'  a  mind  ter  know,  yer  shall. 
Ever  since  yer  took  up  along  o'  Pringle  and  gived 
me  th'  cold  shoulder.  There !  now  yer  knows, 
straight." 

"  I  never  ha'  gived  yer  th'  cold  shoulder  as  I 
knows  on.  Curly.  Yer  a  duzzy  fule  ter  think  so," 
said  the  innocent  MUly.  "  I  be  quite  beat  out 
about  yer  tew  chaps,"  she  added.  "  Yer  both  so 
nice,  I  can't  make  up  my  mind  which  I  likes  best. 
Now,  yer  can't  be  wexed  cos  I  tells  th'  truth,  can 
yer  ?  " 

Curly  did  not  answer,  but,  bringing  in  his  line, 
carefully  rebaited  his  hook. 

"  Whp.t's  th'  prize  ter-day  ?  "  Milly  asked,  watch- 
ing the  operation. 

"  A  nice  doormat,  a  lady's  umbreller,  and  a  cow- 
cumber  added,"  answered  Curly,  as,  with  a  some- 
what vicious  jerk,  he  flung  back  his  line  into  the 
water. 

"  That  be  a  useful  prize,  'specially  th'  lady's 
umbreller.    Be  that  a  silver-mounted  one  ?  " 
"  Yes." 

"  Should  like  a  silver-mounted  umbreller,"  the 
girl  Vaid,  half  aloud.  "S'pose  it  lay  between  yer 
and  Pringle  ?  " 

"  It  generally  dew,"  said  the  still  sullen  Curly. 
"  We  got  th'  best  bit  o'  water  when  we  drawed  for 
places  t'  momen'." 

-  "  Dew  yer  know  what  I  ha'  made  up  my  mind 
ter  dew?  "  elyly  inquired  Milly. 
"  No,  I  don't.    Didn't  know  yer  could  make  up 


yar  mind  'bout  anything  or  anybody  for  tew 
minutes  tergether,"  Curly  answered,  with  a  bitter 
little  laugh. 

"  Oh,  well,  I  ha'  this  time,  Mr.  Clever.  I  ha' 
made  up  my  mind  that  which  o'  yer  tew  chaps 
gets  th'  prize  ter-day  I  be  going  ter  take  for  better 
or  wus.  So  if  yer  wins  yer'll  ha'  me  along  o'  th' 
doormat,  and  if  Pringle  wins  he'll  ha'  the  same.  I 
gets  the  silver-mounted  'breller  either  way." 

"  Milly,"  said  Curly,  turning  round  and  looking 
the  girl  full  in  the  face,  "  yer  don't  mean  that  for 
gorspel  truth,  dew  yer  ?  " 

"  That  I  dew.    Be  yer  on  ?  " 

"  No  !  "  thundered  Curly,  "  that  I  ain't.  Danged 
if  I'll  fish  for  yer,  so  there." 

"  Oh,  wery  well  then.    No  matters,  Pringle  wins 

without   any   trouble.     Gude  mornen'.  Curly." 

Milly  gave  a  vigorous  pull  with  the  oars,  and  the 

boat  sped  on.    "  Shall  I  go  and  tell  Pringle  he  ha' 

won  already  ?  "  she  shouted. 

*  *  ♦  •  ♦ 

[What  Curly  replied,  and  how  this  little  fishing 
idyl  ended,  will  be  found  in  the  December  number 
of  Longman's  Magazine,  always  one  of  the  most 
interesting  of  the  sixpenny  monthlies.  I  con- 
gratulate the  editor  on  having  discovered  Mr. 
Marsh.— E.  B.  M.] 


TEOUT  FISHING  ON  EAPID 
STEEAMS.* 
By  H.  C.  Cutcliffb,  F.E.C.S. 

{Continued  from  page  346.) 

CHAPTER  II. 

We  must  now  proceed  to  the  immediate  intention 
of  the  work,  and  consider  fishing  as  an  art  as  it  has 
seemed  best  adapted  to  small  rapid  streams  such 
as  are  found  in  the  North  of  Devon  in  all  parts, 
on  Exmoor,  or  in  the  South  of  Devon,  and  on 
Dartmoor.  These  streams  will  afford  a  sufficient 
type  of  the  class  of  streams  to  which  my  remarks 
are  most  particularly  applicable ;  such  streams 
indeed  may  be  found  elsewhere  in  Wales,  Scotland, 
and  England,  but  taking  my  old  favourite  haunts 
as  the  seat  of  operations  I  shall  be  able  to  write 
more  practically,  and  make  my  remarks  apply  more 
forcibly,  than  if  I  were  not  so  to  keep  the  very 
water  I  am  fishing  before  my  eyes,  even  whilst 
occupied  with  pen  and  ink  instead  of  the  actual 
rod  and  line  ;  at  the  same  time,  after  selecting  my 
type  of  streams,  and  thus  excluding  such  as  are 
not  of  their  kind,  it  will  be  necessary  to  do  no 
more  in  the  way  of  particularity,  and  it  is  not 
intended  to  append  special  remarks  on  any  peculiar 
mode  to  be  adopted  on  any  one  stream  or  another, 
but  rather  to  generalise  the  subject  thus  previously 
curtailed,  classifying  only  those  streams  left  us  so 
far  as  may  relate  to  the  rapidity  and  depth  of  their 
course. 

There  are  certain  principles  which  regulate  the 
art  of  fishing  as  they  do  every  other  art,  and  these 
principles  in  themselves  have  appeared  to  me  simple 
enough  when  rightly  understood.  We  shall  by- 
and-by  be  occupied  in  the  simplification  of  these 
principles,  endeavouring  to  reduce  them  to  a  few 
truths,  and  render  them  intelligible  to  the  veriest 
tyro  that  ever  handled  a  rod. 

I  doubt  not  there  are  many  who  would  much 
desire  to  fish  if  they  could  do  so  with  sufficient 
success  to  be  entertaining,  but  who,  being  engaged 
the  greater  part  of  their  time  in  business  occupa- 
tions, are  unable  to  adapt  their  business  to  their 
pleasure,  and  learning  that  sport  with  the  trout  is 
only  to  be  obtained  on  special  occasions  and  parti- 
cularly favourable  days  are  timid  to  hazard  their 
brief  leisure  time  and  try  their  skill  in  such  com- 
monly called  precarious  and  variable  sport,  and 
from  fear  of  being  disappointed  in  their  endeavours 
are  altogether  debarred  the  pleasure  of  many 
delightful  rambles  by  the  sides  of  streams  which 
would  lead  them  to  country  beauties,  and  afford 
them  delight  to  be  obtained  by  all  at  the  expense 
of  a  little  patience  and  perseverance.  Indeed  the 
strongest,  though  perhaps  most  common  argument, 
it  would  seem  that  is  adduced  against  fishing  for 
trout  is  that  it  is  uncertain  and  requires  a  very 

*  Prom  that  capital  little  work,  "  The  Art  of  Trout 
Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams :  comprising  a  complete 
system  of  Ashing  the  North  Devon  streams,  and  their 
like."  Published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co., 
St.  Dunatan'3  House,  Fetter-lane,  London.  Price 
88.  6d,  post  free. 


large  amount  of  time  to  understand  the  details  of 
the  system,  and  more  especially,  as  is  usually  urged, 
the  precise  fly  to  be  selected  on  any  particular  day 
or  hour.  As  to  this  point  of  selection  of  the  fancied 
fly  it  appears  the  common  belief  that  the  trout  are 
so  extremely  dainty  in  the  choice  of  their  viands 
that  for  each  particular  meal,  occurring  at  regular 
intervals  of  the  day,  they  are  expectant  of,  and 
searching  for,  some  peculiarity  in  their  food  ;  such 
distinctive  discrimination  urging  them  to  the 
necessity  of  selecting  at  one  time  a  fly  which  a 
little  later  in  the  day  would  be  rejected,  basing, 
or  at  least  connecting,  their  views  of  the  trout's 
choice  of  flies  with  the  different  varieties  of  insects 
at  one  time  or  another  to  be  observed  in  most 
abundance  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  rendering 
them  thereby  the  more  plausible,  inasmuch  as  they 
are  set  down  as  being  consistent  with  the  natural 
habits  of  the  trout,  which  all  admit  must  bo  care- 
fully studied  ere  we  can  expect  a  mastery  over  a 
fish  apparently  so  sly  and  cunning.  Well,  this 
view  may,  nay,  I  know  full  well  does,  apply  in 
some  degree  to  the  art  of  fly  fishing,  or  deceiving 
trout  by  flies  in  ponds,  or  any  such  deep  and  still 
water  ;  but  as  a  principle  to  rely  upon  for  success 
when  our  endeavours  are  directed  to  rapid  streams 
it  is  utterly  fallaciou?,  and  the  result  of  an  imagina- 
tive theory  rather  than  the  correct  deduction  from 
observed  facts. 

The  trout  in  the  pond,  as  an  extreme  example, 
or  in  deep  sluggish  rivers,  is  a  fish  whose  habits 
are  retiring,  whose  feeding  is  at  intervals,  and  to 
whom  rest  succeeds  a  hearty  and  satisfactory  meal 
— he  has  little  labour  to  perform,  the  pond  or  river 
offers  him  no  resistance  from  force  of  water,  he  has 
merely  to  paddle  himself  at  his  leisure,  and  when 
not  requiring  food  to  retire  to  some  quiet,  deep 
hole  for  more  perfect  rest  and  slumber ;  and  again 
when  his  appetite  calls  him  forth  to  seek  food  he 
does  it  quietly  and  deliberately,  knowing  that  as 
the  resistance  of  the  water  is  but  slight  to  him  it 
can  be  but  slow  in  removing  hi?  prey  from  his 
reach  ;  and  should  a  fly  attract  his  gaze  from  his 
deep  haunts  he  has  a  considerable  space  to  swim 
through  in  a  direct  line  ere  he  can  catch  it,  and 
consequently  has  much  time  to  observe  the  insect 
and  perhaps  be  pleased  or  displeased  with  its  kind 
or  exact  form,  and  should  the  attraction  be  but 
artificial,  of  course  with  much  consideration,  he  is 
well  able  to  discern  the  deception,  and  ultimately 
refuse  it  altogether ;  moreover  in  these  deep  and 
sluggish  waters  trout  feed  extensively  on  grubs, 
small  fish,  and  such  food  as  is  generated,  usually  in 
abundance,  by  the  sides  of  such  streams.  They  are 
not  therefore  so  much  induced  to  be  constantly 
snatching  at  every  silly  little  fly  that  may  come 
within  their  grasp,  which  after  all  the  trouble 
requisite  to  catch  him  is  in  truth  but  a  smill  morsel. 
In  these  kind  of  streams,  too,  the  number  of  the 
trout  actually  present  is  proportionally  small  as 
compared  with  the  amount  of  food  to  be  obtained, 
they  have  therefore  less  pressure  of  the  necessity 
to  race  for  every  mouthful ;  they  grow,  too,  usually 
to  a  large  size,  since  they  live  more  summers  than 
the  little  fellows  in  the  small  streams  ordinarily 
do,  and  being  less  persecuted  by  the  poacher  and 
having  plenty  of  food  are  fat  and  handsome.  To 
capture  such  trout  we  must  make  our  baits  as 
natural  as  possible,  select  such  days  as  are  most 
favourable  to  our  deception,  imitate  the  exact  fly 
we  have  just  perhaps  seen  one  monster  swallow, 
and  be  after  all  content  with  the  size  of  the  few 
captured  at  the  end  of  the  day  rather  than  the 
agility,  activity,  quickness,  and  strength  displayed 
by  a  larger  number  of  smaller  fish.  I  rememiser 
having  read  in  some  book  on  fishing  by  a  great 
authority  that  when  the  wind  is  southerly,  the 
waters  of  proper  colour  and  quantity,  the  sky 
cloudy,  the  air  warm,  and  the  season  suitable,  we 
may  select  our  best  flies,  go  forth  and  hope  for 
success  in  sport  with  trout,  then  and  then  only; 
but  unfortunately  every  one  desiring  sport  may  not 
be  able  on  such  special  occasions  to  withdraw 
himself  from  ordinary  avocations  on  a  sudden 
without  preparation,  and  take  his  rod  and  fly-book 
in  immediate  exchange  for  other  books  on  the 
chance  of  success.  If  such  views  as  these  were 
in  all  cases  correct  and  so  restricted  very  few 
would  be  able  to  participate  in  the  pleasures  of 
fly  fishing ;  as  most  of  us  would  care  only  to 
make  fishing  the  recreation  and  not  the  business 
of  life,  we  should  desire  to  know  how  we  could 
render  our  amusement  suitable  to  our  own  con- 
venience of  time,  and  bo  able  whenever  we  wished 
it  to  take  a  day's  holiday  and  be  tolerably  certain 


362 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


November  22,  1902  ^ 


of  a  day's  sport.  To  this,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  in 
its  universal  application,  I  must  admit  that  there 
is  a  great  obstacle  —  namely,  in  the  locality  or 
situation  in  which  we  may  be  placed :  for  if  we 
can  only  command  the  deep,  slow,  and  sluggish 
streams  I  fear  we  cannot  be  absolutely  sure  always 
of  the  result  of  our  labours,  though  even  on  these 
streams  we  may  be  far  more  so  than  is  generally 
admitted,  yet  it  cannot  be  denied  that  we  are  in 
great  measure  dependent  on  the  river,  the  wind, 
and  the  weather,  and  not  wholly  and  entirely  on 
our  own  skill  and  exertions  for  success. 

Now,  having  admitted  this  of  the  deep  sluggish 
stream,  we  can  do  no  more,  asserted  though  I  well 
know  it  is  that  the  same  reasons  and  principles 
apply  to  the  small  and  rapid,  as  well  as  the  large 
deep  streams.  This  I  cannot  allow,  as  I  know 
from  experience  that  such  principles  lead  to  very 
uncertain  results  and  attendant  disappointments  ; 
so  here  let  the  barrier  be  drawn  between  the  two 
kinds  of  water,  that  speaking  of  the  rapid  we  may 
not  be  thought  to  include  the  slow,  for  the  habits 
of  the  fish  frequenting  the  rapid  are  as  different 
from  those  inhabiting  the  slow  as  must  be  our 
mode  and  practice  of  alluring  the  one  and  deceiving 
the  other. 

(To  be  continued.) 


MOEE  ABOUT  THAT  GEBAT— IN 
FACT,  ENOEMOUS— CANADIAN 
LAKE  TEOUT  {SALVELINUS 
NAMAYCUSH). 


Wishing  to  get  some  information  about  that 
Canadian  lake  trout  which  is  said  to  grow  to  over 
1001b.  in  weight — and  if  it  does  is  the  largest 
member  of  the  family  of  the  Salmonida;  in  the  world 
— I  asked  a  friend  in  Toronto,  Lieut. -Col.  G.  T. 
Denison,  it  he  would  make  a  few  inquiries  for  me, 
and  he  has  very  kindly  sent  me  the  following 
correspondence : — 

"  Toronto,  Nov.  3. 

"My  Dear  Mabston, — I  must  apologise  for  not 
answering  your  letter  of  Oct.  9  sooner,  but  I  only 
to-day  received  the  reply  from  the  Ontario  Fishery 
Commissioner.  I  thought  it  best  to  write  to  both  the 
Dominion  and  Ontario  officials,  and  now  enclose 
answers  from  them  both.  You  will  see  how  uncertain 
the  question  is.  If  Jordan  and  Evermann  are  right, 
the  1251b.  is  the  greatest  weight,  but  our  officials  can 
only  vouch  for  8-1  lb. 

"  I  am  forwarding  the  pamphlets  and  reports  Pro- 
fessor Prince  sent  me  as  they  may  be  interesting  to 
you, — Yours  ever  sincerely, 

"  Geokge  T.  Denison." 

"  Marine  and  Fisheries, 
"  Ottawa,  Oct.  31. 
"  Dbak  Sib, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  Oct.  25, 
inquiring  as  to  the  heaviest  weight  recorded  of  the 
great  lake  trout  [Salvelinus  namaycush),  I  may  say 
that  the  latest  United  States'  worfe  by  Drs.  Jordan 
and  Evermann,  states  1251b.  to  be  a  maximum  weight. 
'  The  average  weight,'  ,they  say,  '  does  not  ['exceed 
151b.  or  201b. ;  but  specimens  are  known  weighing 
from  601b.  to  1251b.'  An  early  Canadian  Fisheries' 
Report  (published  in  Quebec  in  1860)  states  that  lake 
trout  '  weighing  from  601b.  to  901b.  can  be  taken  by 
competent  hook  fishermen  in  Lake  Superior  '  (William 
Gibbard,  of  Collingwood,  Fisheries'  Overseer  for  Lakes 
Huron  and  Superior  is  the  authority).  In  1893,  a 
fisherman — William  McLeod,  of  Saulte  Ste.  Marie — 
said  to  the  Dominion  Fisheries'  Commissioners  that 
in  Lake  Huron  overgrown  trout  running  up  to  301b., 
401b.,  and  451b.  ate  taken.  These  are  giants  of  their 
race,  he  said,. and  are  caught  in  the  summer  time  in 
twenty  to  thirty  fathoms  or  more.  Sir  John  Richard- 
son, on  the  authority  of  Dr.  Mitchill,  refers  to  a 
specimen  weighing  1201b.  Two  stuffed  epeoimens, 
labelled  '  Lake  Superior,'  were  in  the  Fisheries 
Department  Museum  in  Ottawa  for  many  years,  one 
of  which  weighed  751b.  and  the  other  8ilb. ;  but  the 
latter  specimen  was  lent  to  some  exhibition  a  year  or 
two  ago,  and  has  been  lost.  It  was  very  thick  across 
the  shoulders,  and  so  deep  in  the  belly  as  to  appear  a 
monstrosity. 

"  Perhaps  these  details  may  suffice.  If  not,  I  can 
furnish  further  materials. — Yours  faithfully, 

"  EdWAED  E.  PEfNCE." 

"  Toronto,  Nov.  1. 
"  De.vb  Col.  Denison, — I  have  your  letter  asking 
what  is  the  heaviest  tcout  which  has  been  taken  from 
our  Canadian  lakes  whoso  weight  can  be  authenticated  ? 
Many  largo  trout  have  been  taken  from  time  to  time 
and  reported  in  the  newspapers,  but  the  weight  has 
not  always  been  put  on  record.  The  largest  and 
heaviest  specimen  of  Salvelinus  namaycush  (which  is 


our  great  lake  trout)  that  I  hive  ever  seen  or  heard  of 
is  one  which  has  for  some  years  formed  part  of  the 
collection  at  Ottawa.  It  was  taken  in  Lake  Saperipr, 
and  weighed  when  caught  84lb.  A  second  specimen 
on  exhibition  there  weighed  when  fresh  741b.  Jordan 
and  Evermann,  whose  work  is  authority  on  the 
subject,  refer  to  specimens  from  60lb.  to  1251b.  in 
weight.  At  the  time  the  evidence  was  taken  before  a 
Commission  appointed  by  the  Dominion — namely,  in 
1893 — several  fishermen  stated  that  specimens  in  Lake 
Huron  had  been  taken  weighing  from  301b.  to  401b.  or 
45lb.  I  myself  was  at  Southampton  about  two  years 
ago  when  the  fishermen  landed  with  their  catch,  and 
there  was  one  specimen  which  weighed  48lb.  It  was  ; 
not  very  long,  perhaps  two  and  a-half  feet  only,  but 
was  large  otherwise.  There  are  authentic  records  of 
trout  having  been  caught  in  Michigan  waters  weighing;  \ 
801b.  If  you  desire  more  details  I  can  readily  look 
them  up  if  the  above  do  not  suffice. — Faithfully  yours, 

"  S.  T.  Basredo."  j 

As  Lieut. -Col.  Denison  says  the  question  is  rather 
uncertain ;  but  it  is  clear  this  fish,  which  is,  doubt- 
less, more  of  a  char  than  a  trout,  grows  to  over 
801b.,  so  I  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  reach 
the  1001b.  or  more,  and  I  hope  Lord  Denbigh 
will  try  them  in  some  of  our  deep  lakes. 

11.  B.  Marston. 


built,  of  a  silvery  colour  on  the  sides,  and  of  an 
olive-brown  upon  the  bick.  In  maturity  the  fins 
are  red.  The  lateral  line  has  a  downward  curve. 
The  mouth  is  toothless,  and  rather  blunt.  The 
scales  are  large,  and  become  easily  detached.  This  ■ 
fish  seldom  exceeds  one  foot  in  length  and  21b.  in 
weight. 

The  Chub  (Leuciscus  cej^halua)  (Fig.  92)  is  a ! 
hardy  and  handsome  fish,  and  will  live  for  a  long! 
time  in  an  aiiaarium  under  jiidiciouj  management.  ' 
Ha  is  rather  a  large  eater  for  his  size,  and  seems 
to  prefer  insect  food.    A  small  kitchen  blackbeetle  ' 
(so  called)  will  soon  tempt  him  to  feed  from  the 
fingers.    In  a  natural  state  he  lives  upon  larvse  of 
insects,  worms,  and  the  tender  shoots  of  water- 
plants,  but  in  the  aquarium  he  will  readily  learn  to 
feed  upon  ants'  eggs.    Chub  are  found  in  many  of 
the  rivers  in  England,  especially  in  those  which 


FEESH-WATEE  AQUAEIA.* 
By  thh  Rev.  Gregory  C.  Batbman,  A.K.G. 

{Continued  from  page  325.) 
CHAPTER  YIll— continued. 

The  Roach  (Leuciscus  rutilus)  (Fig.  91),  if 
young,  will  live  fairly  well  in  an  aquarium.  He  is 
rather  a  handsome  fish,  and  by  no  means  the  "  fresh- 
water sheep  "  which  some  people  think  him  to  be 
He  may  not  have  the  intelligence  of  the  carp,  bur 
he  has  certainly  enough  common- sense  to  profit  by 


Fig.  91.. Roach  (Leuciscus  rutilus). 

experience,  for  he  soon  becomes  so  suspicious  that 
it  is  by  no  means  an  easy  matter  to  catch  him  with 
rod  and  line.  Roach  are  found  nearly  everywhere, 
and  in  great  numbers  ;  for  though  trout  feed  upon 
their  eggs,  and  pike  and  perch  upon  their  fry  ; 
though  so  many  men  like  to  catch  them  when 
mature  ;  and  though  they  so  often  fall  victims  to 
more  than  one  disease,  they  are  still  able,  by 
means  of  their  wonderful  reproductive  powers,  to 
more  than  hold  their  own  in  the  battle  of  life. 
When  the  aquarium-keeper  wishes  to  procure 
Roach  of  the  right  size  for  his  tank,  he  should, 
during  the  autumn,  pass  his  hand-net  along  the 
weedy  edges  of  those  streams  which  run  into  some 
river  where  these  fish  are  known  to  exist.  Roach 
ought  to  be  kept  in  a  rather  large  and  shallow 
aquarium,  and  not  crowded  there ;  for  they  are 
subject,  not  only  to  the  fish  fungus  or  mould,  but 
also  to  another  disease  which  causes  their  scales  to 
turn  black.  Roach  while  in  confinement  may  be 
fed  upon  crushed  vermicelli. 


Chub  (Leuciscus  cephalus) 


The  depth  of  the  body  of  this  fish  is  a  little 
greater  than  the  length  of  the  head.    It  is  stoutly 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upoott  Gill. 


Fro.  93.  Dace  (Leuciscus  vulgaris). 

have  a  gravelly  bottom.  They  may  be  caught  with 
either  a  fly  or  a  minnow  as  a  bait  or  by  "  Hoat 
fishing."  They  ought  not  to  be  more  than  three 
inches  or  four  inches  in  length  for  the  aquarium ; 
but  should  they  be  larger  than  this,  it  will  not  be 
wise  to  keep  fish  smaller  than  they  are  in  the  same 
tank  with  them.  Their  great  appetites  would 
sooner  or  later  tempt  them  to  devour  their  com- 
panions. A  large  dace  and  a  small  chub  are  so 
much  alike  that  one  is  often  mistaken  for  the  other  ; 
but  this  error  need  not  be  made  if  it  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  rear  part  of  a  chub's  anal  fin  is 
convex,  while  that  of  the  dace  is  concave  (Figs.  92 
and  93).  The  Chub  is  noted  for  its  extreme  quick- 
ness of  sight  and  for  its  power  of  rapidly 
rising  and  sinking  in  the  water  at  will. 

The  depth  of  the  body  of  the  Chub  is 
a  little  greater  than  the  length  of  the  head. 
The  scales  are  large  and  thick.  The  lateral 
line  curves  slightly  towards  the  veniral  fins. 
The  head  is  blunt  and  the  mouth  tooth- 
less; the  lips  are  very  leathery.  The 
colour  of  its  back  is  olive-brown,  of  its 
sides  silvery  when  the  fish  is  young,  but 
bronze-like  when  the  fish  is  mature.  The 
under-part  of  the  body  is  silvery-white. 
The  tail  is  large,  dark  in  colour,  and 
slightly  forked.  The  pectoral  fins  are  olive- 
green,  and  the  ventral  and  anal  fins  bright  pink. 
This  fish  does  not  often  exceed  51b.  in  weight. 

The  Dace  (Leuciscus  vulgaris)  (Fig.  93)  is  a 
lively,  graceful,  and  active  little  fish,  and  a  great 
favourite.  Its  glittering  scales  are  very  conspicu- 
ous in  the  aquarium.  The  Dace  is  hardy  and  soon 
becomes  quite  tame.  As  an  instance  of  the 
hardiness  of  this  fish,  I  may  mention  that  a  young 
pupil  of  mine  one  day  brought  me  two  little  dace, 
not  two  inches  long.  I  placed  them  in  some 
water  in  a  shallow  vessel,  which  I  foolishly 
neglected  to  cover,  and  left  the  room.  On  return- 
ing about  an  hour  afterwards  I  found  that  both 
fish  had  jumped  out  of  the  water  and  were  on 
the  floor,  apparently  quite  dead.  However,  I 
replaced  them  in  the  temporary  aquarium,  and  one 
of  them  recovered  :  the  other  died.  The  former  I 
kept  for  three  years,  and  then  I  gave  it,  together 
with  a  gold-fish,  to  one  of  my  sisters,  imder  whose 
care  it  lived  for  about  five  years  longer.  The  hardy 
gold-fish  was  the  first  to  die.  The  dace  lived  alto- 
gether about  eight  years  in  cap- 
tivity, and  during  this  time  it  grew 
from  one  and  a-half  inches  to  six 
or  seven  inches  in  length,  and 
became  so  tame  that  it  would 
take  a  fly  from  the  fingers.  The 
aquarium  in  which  dace  are  kept 
should  be  covered,  for  they  are 
great  jumpers.  They  will  live 
upon  vermicelli,  a  fly  or  two  being 
given  to  them  now  and  then  as  a 
treat.  Dace  are  generally  found 
in  clear,  deep  water,  and  may  be 
caught  with  a  hand-net  or  fly, 
or  by  "  bottom-fishing." 

The  general  appearance  of  the  dace  is  very 
graceful.  The  depth  of  its  body  equals  the  length 
of  its  head.  Its  colour  on  the  back  is  brovraish- 
green,  on  the  sides  silvery,  and  on  the  under-part 
of  the  body  nearly  white.    The  dorsal  and  tail 
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BURBERRYS 


WARM  WITHOUT  WEIGHT.    PROOF  WITHOUT  HEAT. 

It  is  impossible  to  speak  too  iiiglily  of  tlie 
advantages  of  tlie  SLIP-ON,  its  weather-proof 
qualities  are  incontestable.  It  will  keep  out 
drenching  and  continuous  rain  without  adding 
the  slightest  unnatural  heat. 

May  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest  weather 
with  equal  comfort.  Formed  to  obviate  the 
possibility  of  any  tie  or  drag,  the  fitting  is 
equally  good  \\  ith  or  without  undercoat. 

"  A  \"ear  or  two  a^o  you  supplied  me  with  a  Slip-on 
Gabardine,  the  most  perfect  and  most  waterproof 
shooting  and  fishiner  coat  I  have  had." — 

B.  W.  GOTHAM,  Springfield,  Prescot. 

"  I  have  been  well  satisfied  with  the  coat,  and  have 
worn  it  in  jungle  through  the  heaviest  downpours  (and 
I  can  tell  you  it  does  rain  here)  without  getting  wet 
underneath  either  by  ruin  or  perspiration." — 
C.  F.  S.  BAKER, 

17/12/01  Man  Kulam,  Ceylon. 

"  The  day  turned  out  the  wettest  it  has  been  my  lot  to 
be  out  on.    I  remained  quite  dry." 

R.  H.  BENSON,  Walton,  Wakefield. 


BURBERRYS, 


30  &  31,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON 
AND  BASINGSTOKE. 


TRACE  GIVEN  WITH  EACH  BAIT. 
Will  kill  Pike,  Salmon,  Trout,  Pereh,  Bass,  &e. 


Post  Free,  complete  with  Special  Trace, 

THE  NEW  RUDDY  PIKE  PHANTOM 

IN    SOFT  RUBBER. 

This  most  Killing  Bait  for  Pike,  Perch,  &c.,  is  made  in  three  sizes, 
and  will  be  sent  post  free  as  follows:  3  in.  size,  2/6  ;  3J  in.  size,  2/9; 
4  in.  size,  3/-  (larger  to  order).    The  prices  include  a  4  ft.  Combination 
Trace,  with  3  Swivels. 

To  be  had  only  of 

WM.  BROWN  &  CO.,  64,  GEORGE  STREET,  ABERDEEN. 

{Original  Inventors  of  the  "Phantom,") 


New  Work  by  ''THE  AMATEUR  ANGLER." 

Uniform  with  "  An  Old  iMan's  Holiday,"  with  several  Illustrations,  to  sell  for 
2/6  net  ;  also  a  Special  Edition  of  250  copies  for  England  and  America,  printed  on 
hand-made  paper,  to  sell  for  6/-  net. 

DOVE  DALE  REVISITED 


By  "THE  AMATEUR  ANGLER." 


Now  Ready. 


TOGETHER   WITH  OTHKR 


ANGLING  AND  HOLIDAY  SKETCHES. 

Contents ; 

'HAy.  CHAH.  CHAP. 

1.  — Dove  Dale  Revisited.     4.— A  Day  on  the  Teme.     7.— Hunting  for  Fishing. 

2.  —    Do.       Do.  5-— A  Morning  Drive  and  8. — A  Day  on  the  Lea. 

3.  -In   the  Vale    of  the  Evening  Walk,    ^.^pishing  in  the  Isle  of 


White  Horse. 


6.    In  the  Golden  Valley. 


Wight. 


London:  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  St.,E,C 


"th>;  amatkck  angler"  making  an  extra  long  cast. 
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fins  are  brownish-green ;  the  ventral  and  the 
pectoral  are  slightly  pink,  and  the  anal  fin  is  white, 
tinged  with  green.  The  tail  fin  is  rather  deeply 
forked.  The  Dace  does  not  often  exceed  nine 
inches  in  length  or  Jib.  in  weight. 

The  Rudd  (Leuciscus  eri/throphthahnua)  (Fig. 
94)  when  young  will  live  very  well  in  an  aquarium. 
It  is  decidedly  a  handsome  fish,  handsomer  than 
the  roach,  with  which  it  is  often  confounded.    I  do 


\FiG.  94.  Rudd  (Lkuciscus  bbythbophthalmus). 

not  know  whether  Rudd  sleep  more  than  other  fish, 
but  whenever  I  take  a  light  into  my  study  at  night 
they  are  the  fish  which  seem  more  certain  to  be 
asleep  than  any  of  the  others.  It  is  rather  a 
curious  and  interesting  sight  to  see  a  large  and 
well-stocked  tank  which  has  for  some  time  been  in 
a  state  of  darkness  suddenly  lighted  up.  Many  of 
the  fish  will  be  seen  restine;  on  the  sand  at  the 
bottom  of  the  water.  They  appear  perfectly 
motionless,  but  gradually  rise  under  the  influence 
of  the  light  and  begin  to  swim  slowly  and  seemingly 
sleepily  about.  Rudd  are  found  in  great  numbers 
in  Norfolk.  When  kept  in  an  aquarium  they  may 
be  fed  upon  vermicelli,  worms,  or  ants'  egga. 

The  body  of  the  Rudd  is  shaped  very  like  that  of 
the  roach.  Its  back  is  brown  and  its  sides  are 
silvery,  tinted  sometimes  with  gold.  The  scales 
are  rather  rough.  The  eyes  and  the  fins  are  red, 
the  lower  fins  being  darker  than  the  upper.  The 
dorsal  fin  is  behind  the  ventral.  This  fish  does  not 
often  exceed  l|lb.  in  weight.  The  late  Mr.  Frank 
Buckland  has  given  the  following  rule  for  distin- 
guishing the  rudd  from  the  roach  :  "  In  the  dorsal 
fin  of  the  roach  it  will  be  found  that  the  front  ray 
stands  almost  even  with  the  front  ray  of  the  ventral 
fin,  but  in  the  Rudd  the  dorsal  fin  stands  evenly 
between  the  anal  and  the  ventral  fins.  The  eye 
in  the  Rudd  is  of  a  much  brighter  red  than  the 
roach." 

{To  be  continued.) 


THE  AEAY  AND  ITS  SALMON. 


It  is  a  peculiarity  of  the  three  principal  rivers, 
the  Aray,  Shira,  and  Fyne,  falling  into  Loch  Fyne 
near  its  head,  that  they  yield  larger  salmon  for 
their  size  than  any  other  rivers  of  their  class  with 
which  the  writer  is  acquainted.  All  three  belong 
to  the  class  of  river  in  which  salmon  fishing  is 
practically  hopeless  unless  the  water  be  of  the 
proper  height  and  colour.  There  must  at  the  least 
be  some  flood  coming  down.  In  a  few  of  the  deep 
and  rocky  pools  of  the  Aray  and,  in  a  lesser  degree, 
of  the  Fyne,  one  may,  it  is  true,  stand  a  faint  chance 
of  a  fish  with  the  worm  when  the  water  is  low,  or 
perhaps  even  with  the  fly  at  the  grey  of  dawn  or 
dusk  ;  but  the  Shira,  apart  fwm  its  tidal  lake,  the 
Dhuloch,  is  perfectly  "  hopeless  "  unless  in  ply. 

In  many  respects  the  Aray  is  one  of  the  most 
delightful  little  salmon  rivers  on  the  west  coast. 
It  charms  not  merely  by  its  scenic  beauties  and 
the  wealth  of  legend  with  which  its  picturesque 
glen  is  endowed,  but  the  sport  it  affords  and  the 
problems  in  salmonology  which  its  peculiarities 
present.  Rising  in  the  hills  that  overlook  far- 
winding  Loch  Awe,  the  Aray,  for  about  three 
miles,  is  a  mere  mountain  torrent,  flowing  through 
a  bare  and  unattractive  upland  only  redeemed 
from  monotony  by  glimpses  of  the  charms  of  the 
lower  waters.  The  contrast  is  all  the  greater  by 
reason  of  the  loveliness  of  the  lake  which  you  lose 
when  you  come  over  the  crest  of  the  steep  hills 
that  look  down  on  it  and  light  upon  the  infant 
Aray.  Neither  the  glen  that  is  so  famous  in  story, 
and  has  seen  so  many  generations  of  Campbells, 
nor  the  stream  itself  will  greatly  impress  you. 
But  when  you  have  passed  downwards  for  two 
miles  or  so,  the  character  of  the  river  and  the 
scenes  through  which  it  flows  completely  alter, 
and  before  the  sea  is  reached  the  Aray  has  won 
your  heart  as  a  stream  on  which  a  poor  day  is 
impossible.     Until  it  receives  the  first  three  or 


four  of  its  tributaries,  the  Aray  has  no  pretensions 
to  the  title  of  a  salmon  river,  thorgh  just  below 
the  second  tributary  the  salmon  pools  begin. 
None  of  these  pools  above  the  falls  are  fishable 
with  the  fly  or  even  with  the  worm  unless  the 
river  be  in  flood.  Then  the  sport  is  often  excellent, 
and  when  the  river  is  just  at  the  right  height  a 
salmon  or  two  is  assured.  The  writer  has  never  had 
a  blank  day  under  such  conditions.  On  these  upper 
waters  visitors  at  the  Argjll  Arms  Hotel,  Inverary, 
have  the  sole  right  of  fishing.  In  rainy  weather, 
with  a  good  flood  on,  the  pools  will  carry  three  or 
four  rods,  for  the  salmon  under  such  conditions 
are  taken  in  all  sorts  of  water,  though  chiefly,  of 
course,  in  the  approved  pools.  Aray  salmon,  when 
in  the  mood,  love  to  run  up  into  the  streamy 
portions  of  the  river,  and  can  be  taken  quite  as 
readily  with  small  sea-trout  flies  as  with  salmon 
flies.  They  are  specially  partial  to  patterns  with 
yellow  as  a  predominant  colour. 

Below  the  falls  the  fish  are  generally  larger 
than  those  taken  in  the  upper  waters.  The  bigger 
fish  rarely  ascend  the  falls,  though  the  smaller 
salmon  go  up  in  great  numbers,  and  appear  to 
experience  no  difliculty  in  making  the  ascent  unless 
the  water  be  exceptionally  heavy.  A  medium  flood 
is  the  most  favourable  condition,  and  the  fish 
ascend  up  the  series  of  small  cascades  to  the  left 
of  the  falls.  They  rest  by  the  way,  and  a  fish  is 
rarely  injured  in  making,  and  as  rarely  fails  to 
make,  the  ascent.  Sea-trout,  curiously  enough, 
are  seldom  taken  in  the  upper  waters,  and  such 
trout  as  ascend  are  generally  early  runners  and  of 
a  good  size — certainly  of  a  larger  average  weight 
than  those  taken  below.  The  inference  is  that  the 
falls  are  of  easy  descent  only  to  fish  of  from  31b. 
to  81b.  or  91b. 

In  the  Lower  Aray  there  are  some  fine  pools, 
which  fish  best  early  in  the  season.  A  little  below 
the  big  falls  there  is  another  fall,  and  here  half-way 
up  it  is  a  curious  round  hole  called  the  "Kettle" 
in  which  salmon  are  always  to  be  found,  and  from 
which  they  could  easily  be  taken  by  any  one  bent 
on  poaching. 

The  Aray  is  not  without  interest  for  the  student 
of  salmon.  Many  fish  make  no  attempt  to  ascend 
above  the  first  pool  in  which  they  can  rest,  a  very 
short  distance  from  the  sea.  Here  they  remain 
all  the  season  after  ascending,  and  here  they  spawn. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  Imow  whether  these  fish 
go  down  occasionally  to  the  sea  after  ascending. 
The  salmon  of  the  Shira  assuredly  pay  such 
visits,  for  in  July  the  writer  has  seen  fish  taken  in 
the  sea  between  the  Shira  and  the  Aray  which  have 
undoubtedly  been  in  fresh  water  and  returned  to 
the  sea.  Such  fish  run  into  the  Dhuloch  and  go  a 
little  way  up  the  Shira  when  in  flood,  and  drop 
back  again  as  the  flood  falls.  The  salmon  of  the 
three  Fyne  rivers  differ  in  character.  Those  of  the 
Aray  are  thick-set  and  those  of  the  Fyne  are  long, 
while  the  Shira  fish  are  betwixt  and  between.  The 
writer  thinks  that  he  has  seen  undoubted  Aray  fish 
showing  signs  of  having  been  "  up "  amongst 
salmon  taken  in  the  nets  in  the  sea. 

Hamish  Stcart. 


A  BEGINNEE'S  LUCK. 


As  is  not  infrequently  the  case  with  the  beginner, 
fickle  Fortune  favoured  me  with  her  smiles  the  first 
time  I  attempted  to  catch  a  salmon.  I  had  had  a 
highly  successful  season  on  the  lakes  and  mountain 
tarns  accessible  from  the  inn  at  Tongue,  in  northern 
Sutherlandshire,  and  was  contemplating  putting 
away  my  trout  gear  and  preparing  for  the  12th, 
which  was  imminent,  when  a  letter  arrived  from  a 
friend  informing  me  that  his  luck  on  a  certain 
west  coast  salmon  river  had  been  so  abominable 
that  he  was  off  south ;  but  that  if  I  cared  to  fish 
out  the  remaining  week  of  his  term  of  tenancy,  I 
was  welcome.  He  concluded  his  epistle  with  some 
pithy  remarks  to  the  effect  that  he  would  sooner 
be  backing  "  seconds  "  at  York  and  Doncaster  than 
go  on  flogging  that  so-and-so  stream  any  longer. 

Had  I  known  how  microscopically  small  my 
chances  of  success  from  a  practical  point  of  view 
really  were,  I  certainly  would  not  have  jumped  as 
eagerly  as  I  did  at  the  offer ;  but  next  morning  I 
departed  by  the  return  mail  cart  to  Lairg,  and  on 
the  evening  of  Aug.  8  found  myself  at  the  inn  from 
which  my  disgusted  friend  had  just  gone.  Two 
experts  with  the  salmon  fly  were  there  still,  but 
they  too  were  packing  up  their  traps  in  preparation 
for   immediate    departure,    their  collective  bag 


during  the  preceding  three  weeks  amounting  to 
five  fish. 

Their  conversation  during  the  earlier  part  of  the 
evening  was,  to  say  the  least,  depressing,  and  I 
began  to  doubt  the  wisdom  of  having,  even  for  a 
few  days,  thrown  over  the  certain  grouse  for  the 
visionary  salmon.  Never  had  there  been  such  a 
dry  year  !  Never  had  the  river  been  so  low  and 
clear  !  Never  had  they  seen  so  few  fish  up  1  And 
never,  no,  never,  had  they  known  salmon  rise 
worse  than  these  few  ! 

Under  the  benign  influence,  however,  of  Host 
McKenzie's  whisky  a  less  pessimistic  tone  gradually 
supervened.  These  "  men  o'  mioht  "  began  to  relate 
tales  of  their  prowess  with  the  rod  in  realms  beyond 
as  well  as  within  the  limits  of  "  braid  Scotland," 
to  which  I  listened  with  reverence  and  delight, 
blended  occasionally  when  something  taller  than 
usual  was  described  with  respectful  and,  of  course, 
carefully  concealed  scepticism ;  they  even  con- 
descended to  give  me  hints  in  regard  to  the 
stream  which,  through  a  rocky  pass,  entered  salt 
water  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  where  we 
were.  Consuming  "  baccy  "  and  "  the  wine  of  the 
country,"  they  sent  for  old  Willie  Ross,  the  gillie, 
and  commended  me  to  his  care ;  and  when  we 
parted  for  the  night,  the  possibility  of  catching  my 
firat  salmon  on  the  morrow  seemed  by  no  means 
so  remote  as  before. 

It  was  80  long  since  rain  had  fallen  that  interest 
in  the  height  of  the  river  had  ceased.  For  weeks 
the  daily  report  had  been  : — "  An  inch  or  so  lower," 
"Lower  if  anything,"  "  Still  falling,"  and  so  on  in 
the  same  strain.  Next  morning,  therefore,  when 
we  tramped  off  together  Ross  acknowledged  that 
he  had  not  been  up  to  look.  At  the  mouth, 
immediately  above  tidal  influence,  the  face  of  a 
slab  of  rock  was  marked  with  certain  hieroglyphics 
of  weighty  importance  to  anglers,  and  to  examine 
this  closely  old  Willie  adjusted  his  spectacles  and 
scrambled  down.  Much  to  my  astonishment  he 
returned  with  joy  illuminating  his  countenance. 
"  Ye'll  git  fushtheday,  sir,"  he  shouted.  "  There's 
been  a  drap  rain  amang  the  hulls  and  she's  up  an 
inch  I  " 

The  very  first  cast  we  tried,  a  short  rapid  one, 
proved  the  correctness  of  his  prophecy,  for  from 
beneath  a  rock  there  flashed  a  bar  of  living  silver, 
and  although  in  its  eagerness  the  fish  missed  the  fly, 
at  the  second  time  of  asking  it  came  again  and 
hooked.  The  gentleness  of  touch  induced  by 
constant  trout  fishing  probably  saved  me  this 
salmon,  for  he  was  just  out  of  salt  water,  extremely 
lively,  and  very  slightly  hooked. 

The  next  pool  was  so  rapid  I  thought  no  fish 
could  possibly  lie,  much  less  rise,  in  it.  I  fished  it 
badly  after  the  manner  of  a  beginner.  I  was  about 
to  pass  on,  but  Ross  would  not  permit  such  a 
casual  proceeding,  and  made  me  go  over  the  place 
again  in  accordance  with  his  directions.  As  the 
result  another  10-pounder  came  on,  and  after  nearly 
a  quarter  of  an  hour's  lively  work  was  gaffed  out 
in  scientific  fashion  by  Ross  standing  on  a  very 
narrow  ledge  at  least  ten  feet  below  where  I  was. 

Up  to  the  hour  when  certain  inward  promptings 
suggested  that  luncheon  might  be  appropriate 
nothing  more  was  added  to  the  bag,  but  two  fish 
were  lost,  partly  no  doubt  owing  to  my  incapacity, 
and  partly  perhaps  to  the  violence  of  their  pro- 
ceedings in  the  quick-flowing  and  rocky  channels. 
Then  we  reached  a  pool,  to  my  inexperienced  eye 
extremely  imtempting  of  aspect,  and  on  its  banks 
we  refreshed  the  inner  man,  the  while — between 
the  bites — Ross  expounded.  At  the  head  there 
was  a  nice  stream,. ^hich  he  said  was  no  good; 
then  came  what  might  be  called  the  pool  proper, 
where  he  said  no  fish  ever  rose  by  the  remotest 
chance ;  and  after  that  there  was  a  tail  with  a 
current  so  smooth  and  slight  as  to  be  almost 
imperceptible.  To  the  far  side  of  this,  as  near  the 
parallel  ridge  of  rock  as  possible,  I  was  instructed 
to  throw  the  fly,  a  small  unpretentious  combina- 
tion of  brown  fur  and  brown  feathers.  So  wading 
into  the  slack  water  I  proceeded  to  obey  orders  to 
the  best  of  my  ability.  When  withdrawing  the  line 
for  the  sixth  or  seventh  cast  the  fly  exhibited  a 
disinclination  to  come  away,  and  to  my  surprise  I 
found  myself  fast  in  a  fish,  which  without  fuss  or 
breaking  the  surface  had  quietly  grabbed  it. 

Three  times  was  this  performance  repeated,  and 
on  each  occasion  a  clean  run  fish  with  sea  lice  on 
it  was  secured.  Then  after  going  over  the  place 
carefully  with  two  other  patterns  we  proceeded  on 
our  way.  Late  in  the  afternoon  we  reached  a 
small  lake-like  expansion  of  the  river,  where  Ross 
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said  salmon  fjways  lay  in  the  driest  of  summer, 
it  being  deep  with  a  clean  stone  and  gravel  bottom. 
There  were  three  spots  in  it  where  fish  might  be 
expected  to  rise,  and  two  of  these  produced  nothing, 
but  at  the  third,  near  the  upper  end.  an  individual 
bigger  than  any  we  had  seen  that  day  came  and 
took  the  fly  in  a  thoroughly  businesslike  manner. 
Nearly  half-an-hour  passed  before  I  got  it  within 
reach  of  Kiss's  ready  gaff.  That  worthy  said  I 
was  not  hard  enough  upon  it,  but  although  some- 
what ofT  colour  he  weighed  221b..  and  so  ended  an 
excellent  day's  sport,  especially  for  a  beginner. 

RUGDE. 


AFTEE  BLACK  BASS. 


There  are  many  delightful  articles  in  every 
number  of  Scribner,  but  none  more  charming 
than  the  sportins;  papers  by  such  a  writer  as 
John  Fox.  "  To  the  Breaks  of  Sandy  "  is  the  title 
of  one  of  these  papers,  beautifully  illustrated  by 
F.  C.  Yohn.  Here  is  an'extract — the  story  of  the 
capture  of  a  black  bass  : — 

After  breakfast  we  went  down  the  shaded  little 
stream  into  the  Breaks,  where,  aeons  ago,  the  majestic 
Cumherland  met  its  volcaric  conqueror,  and,  after  a 
heaving  conflict.  wa<s  tumViled  bead  and  shoulders  to 
the  lower  earth,  to  let  the  rent-up  waters  rushthroush 
its  shattered  ribs,  and  where  the  Big  Sandv  grinds 
through  them  to-dav,  with  a  roar  of  freedom  that 
once  roust  have  shaken  the  stars.  It  was  ideal — sun, 
wind,  rock,  and  otream.  The  water  wa<5  a  hi',  milky; 
there  were  eddies  and  pools  in  sunlight  and  in 
shadow,  and  our  bait,  for  a  wonder,  was  perfect — 
chubs,  active  cold-wnter  chubs  and  military  minnows 
— sucker-shaped  little  fellows,  with  one  brilliant 
crimson  streak  from  sill  to  base  of  tail.  And  we  did 
steady,  faithful  work — all  of  us-includine  Tiger, 
who,  as  Willie  said,  was  a  "fi<her-dog  to  heat  the 
band."  But  is  there  any  older  and  sadder  tale  for  the 
sportsrran  than  to  learn,  when  he  has  reached  one 
happy  hunting-ground,  that  the  game  is  on  another, 
miles  awav  ?  Thus  the  Indian's  idea  of  heaven 
sprang !  For  years  and  vears  Josh  and  I  had  been 
planning  to  get  to  the  Breaks.  For  years  we  had 
fished  the  three  forks  of  the  Cumberland,  over  in 
Kentucky,  with  brilliant  success,  and  the  man  who 
had  been  to  the  Breaks  always  smiled  indulgently 
when  we  told  our  tales,  and  told,  in  answer,  the 
marvellous  things  j-o^sible  in  the  wondeiful  Breaks. 
Now  we  were  at  the  Breaks,  and  no  sooner  there  than 
we  were  ready,  in  great  diseu«t,to  get  away.  We  investi- 
gated. There  had  been  a  drought,  two  years  before,  and 
the  mnnntaineers  had  sledged  the  bass  under  the  rocks 
and  had  slaughtered  them.  There  had  been  saw- 
mills up  the  river  and  up  its  tributaries,  and  there 
had  been  dynamiting.  We  found  cat6sh  a-plenty,  but 
we  were  not  after  catfish.  We  wanted  that  king  of 
mountain  waters,  the  black  bass,  and  we  wanted  him 
tD  Tun  from  one  pound  to  five  pounds  in  weight  and 
to  fight,  like  the  devil  that  he  is,  in  the  clear,  cold 
waters  of  the  Cumberland.  Nobody  showed  disap- 
pointment more  bitter  than  our  dog  Tiger.  To  say 
that  Tiger  was  eager  and  expectant  is  to  underrate 
that  game  little  sport's  intelligence  and  his  power  to 
catch  moods  from  his  master.  At  first  he  sat  on  the 
rocks,  with  every  shining  tooth  in  his  head' a  finished 
cameo  of  expectant  delight,  and  he  watched  the  lines 
shaking  in  the  eddies  as  he  would  watch  a  hole  for  a 
rat  or  another  dog  for  a  fight.  When  the  line  started 
cutting  through  the  water  and  the  musieal  hum  of 
the  reel  rose,  Tiger  knew  as  well  as  his  master  just 
what  was  happening. 

"Let  him  run,  Dan,"  he  would  gurgle,  delightedly. 
We  all  knew  plainly  that  that  was  what  he  said 
"  Give  him  plenty  of  line.  Don't  strike  yet — not  yet. 
Don't  you  know  how  he's  just  running  for  a  rook? 
Now  he's  swallowing  the  minnow — bead  first.  Off 
he  goes  again— now's  your  time,  man,  now — wow  !  " 

When  the  strike  came  and  the  line  got  taut  and  the 
rod  bent.  Tiger  would  begin  to  leap  and  bark  at 
the  water's  edge.  As  Dan  reeled  in  and  the  fish 
would  flash  into  the  air.  Tiger  would  get  frantic. 
When  bis  master  played  a  bass  and  the  fish  cut 
darting  circles  forward  and  back,  with  the  tip  of  the 
rod  as  a  centre  for  geometrical  evolutions.  Tiger 
would  have  sprung  into  the  water,  if  he  had  not 
known  better.  And  when  the  ba's  was  on  the  rocks 
Tiger  sprang  fcT  him  and  brought  him  to  his  master, 
avoiding  the  hook  as  a  wary  lad  will  look  out  for  the 
sharp  horns  of  a  mud-cat.  But  the  bafs  were  all 
little  fellows,  and  Tiger  gurgled  his  disgust  most 
plainly. 

That  night  Josh  and  I  comforted  ourselves,  and 
made  I)aD  and  Willie  unhappy,  with  tales  of  what  wo 
had  done  in  the  water?  of  the  Cumberland— sixty  ba<!8 
in  one  day,  four  four-pounders  in  two  hours,  not  to 
mertirn  ore  li'Me  whale  that  drew  the  scales  down  to 
the  five-pound  notch  three  hours  after  I  liad  him  from 
the  water.     We  recalled — he  and  I— bow  we  ha 


paddled,  dragged,  and  lifted  a  clumsy  canoe  for  four 
days  down  the  wild  and  beautiful  Clinch  (sometimes 
we  had  to  go  ahead  and  build  canals  through  the 
ripples),  shooting  happy,  blood-stirring  rapids,  but 
catching  no  fish,  and  how,  down  that  river,  we  had 
foolishly  done  it  again.  This  was  the  third  time  we 
had  been  enticed  away  from  the  Cumberland,  and 
then  and  there  we  resolved  to  run  after  the  gods  of 
strange  streams  no  more. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  h. 


Reports  (to  ensure  vnsertAon)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Tlmrsday  mormng. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.-  Gsnbbal  Rem  a  bkb.— Fishing  has  been 
quite  at  a  discount  on  the  Thames  during  ihe  earlier 
part  of  the  week.  The  sudden  drop  in  the  tempera- 
ture and  the  strong  north-easterly  winds  put  the  fish 
off  the  feed.  Roach  would  not  be  tempted  with  any 
bait,  and  in  many  reaches  it  was  impossible  to  detect 
a  bite  owing  to  the  waves.  The  stream  is  still  slack, 
but  not  so  bad  as  a  fortnight  ago.  The  water 
is  still  clear  in  the  higher  reaches.  Owing  to  the 
clearing  operations  which  have  been  going  on  on  the 
Mole,  the  water  below  Hampton  Court  has  been  fairly 
well  coloured.  The  tidal  wa^er  is  not  a  bad  tint. 
As  showing  how  bad  the  roach  fishing  was  on 
Monday,  I  may  mention  that  out  of  eighteen 
members  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  who 
fished  a  competition,  six  had  a  blank  day,  despite 
the  use  of  a  punt  ai  d  the  finest  tackle  and  a  good 
knowledge  of  the  water.  Two  of  the  members  who 
thus  failed  are  gold  medallists  of  the  society  !  Other 
members  only  had  a  few  fish  each.  Directly  the 
temperature  turns  warmer — which  it  may  do  by  the 
end  of  this  week — the  fish  should  feed  well,  and  good 
sport  should  be  had  amongst  pike,  chub,  perch,  and 
roach.  The  2|lb.  "  roach  "  caught  at  Walton  now 
turns  out  to  be  a  chub. — F.  H.  Amphlbtt. 

  (Henley).— The  water  has  again  run  down 

fine,  and  there  is  little  stream  running;  the  weed-", 
however,  are  fast  decaying,  which  gives  one  a  better 
chance  of  fishing.  Roach  are  feeding  very  badly  ;  only 
a  very  few  of  these  fish  have  been  caught  from  the 
punts,  and  the  bankers  have  found  sport  about  the 
same.  On  Nov.  13,  Mr.  G.  Clements,  fishing  with 
G  Arlett,  took  ten  jack,  weighing  37Jlb.,  the  bag  being 
topped  with  a  nice  made  10  pounder.  On  the  same 
date  a  patron  of  R.  Young,  fishing  at  Medenham, 
took,  among  others,  a  well-made  pike  of  121b.  ;  this 
fish  I  have  for  preservation.  On  Nov.  14,  Mr.  A. 
E.  Hobbs,  fishing  with  the  "  General,"  took  six  jack 
Weighing  about  301b.  Mr.  J.  W.  Read  fishing  with 
G.  Smith  bad  a  nice  show  of  j>ick  up  to  61b.,  and  the 
writer  fishing  with  G.  Arlett  took  seventeen  jack  and 
some  perch.  There  were  only  eleven  retaicable  jack, 
and  these  only  ranged  from  2Ib.  up  to  3Jlb.  On 
Nov.  16  Mr.  J.  Carter  took  six  retainable  jack  up  to 
6ilb.,  and  Mr.  Holton  several  up  to  61b.,  and  Mr. 
Fisby  fishing  with  G.  Arlett  four  jack  weighing 
181b.  The  last-named  angler  fishing  with  Arlett 
during  the  week  has  taken  some  good  jack  up  to  101b. 
The  wind  has  been  very  rough  and  cold  during  the 
last  two  days,  and  it  has  been  impossible  to  fish  some 
of  the  best  swims,  but  given  quieter  weather  I  think 
the  pike  should  continue  to  feed.  Dace  are  hard  to 
obtain  just  now,  and  I  should  advise  visiting  anglers 
to  bring  some  with  them  if  possible.  The  last  lot  I 
had  up  from  Teddington  there  were  54  dead  out  of 

100  fifch.    Baits  are  more  plague  than  profit  to  me.  

Stanlily  Mead. 

  (Teddington  "Weir).— Plenty  of  dace  have 

been  feeding,  but  the  weather  has  set  in  very  cold. 
Fishing  some  private  water  at  Colnbrook  with  Mr. 
Lansley,  of  Kingston,  we  took  seventeen  jack  (largest 
7Jlb  )  and  four  perch.  Another  gentleman  got  five 
the  same  day. — W.  McBeide. 

Ancholme  District.— The  advent  of  frosty  weather 
is  freshening  up  the  appetite  of  pike,  aud  a  few  fish 
have  been  tiken  about  Brandy  Wath,  Castltthorpe, 
and  Horkhtow  Bridge.  The  water  is,  however,  very 
clear,  as  November  so  far  has  been  unusually  dry,  the 
downfall  to  date  being  only  -52  as  against  2  88  last 
year.  This  neighbourhood  will,  I  believe,  establish  a 
record  this  year  for  the  lowest  downfall  in  the  king- 
dom— Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Uockb  (Waterbeaoh).—  Since  my  last 
rep  jrt,  three  days  the  weather  was  very  mild  for  mid- 
autumn,  when  the  roach  showed  up  well,  good  takes 
being  had  on  the  lower  reaches  of  this  free  water ; 
bait,  creed  wheat.  Since  then  the  weather  has 
changed,  and  for  pike  angling  has  been  all  that  could 
be  desired — frost  in  the  early  mornings,  with  bright 
dajs.  Several  have  been  had  in  different  parts  of  the 
liver,  especially  on  to  Upware.  The  only  drawback 
at  times  has  been  the  east  wind.  Time  of  writing, 
good  for  pike.— John  0.  Gkohok,  Beche-road,  Cam- 
bridge. 


Cornisli  Streams. — Reports  of  heavy  fish  hooked 
and  lost  in  the  canal  reach  me,  but  during  the  past 
few  days,  while  the  weather  has  been  so  cold,  scarcely 
any  salmon  have  been  basketed.  The  leaves  are  still 
troublesome,  but  there  is  an  improvement  in  this 
respect  since  last  week,  and  by  another  week  they  will 
be  gone.  The  last  week  in  November  ought  to  be  a 
valuable  time  for  the  salmon  fisher. — Bodmik. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  salmon  angling  season 
closed  on  Saturday,  Nov.  1.5,  and,  as  far  as  the  autumn 
is  concerned,  yielded  much  better  results  than  the  last 
two  or  three  years.  On  the  13th,  Mr.  C.  Liddell,  of 
Warwick  Hall,  landed  two  fish,  201b.,  251b;  Mr.  T. 
H.  Hodgson,  one,  181b.,  at  Irthing  Foot ;  Mr.  J.  Nichol- 
son, one,  221b. ;  and  Mr.  Bramwell,  one,  231b  ,  both  in 
the  Warwick  Hall  water  ;  Mr.  B.  L.  Hough,  two.  201b., 
231b.,  at  Crosby  ;  Mr.  S.  Spooner,  one,  241b.,  at  Corby  ; 
and  Dr.  Norman,  one,  201b.,  at  Cargo.  On  the  14th, 
Mr.  C.  Liddell,  had  two,  191b  ,  2nb. ;  Mr.  E.  L.  Hough, 
two,  201b  ,  251b  ;  Mr.  A.  G.  Campbell,  one,  201b  ,  near 
Cargo;  Mr. R.  Bone, one,  161b., at  Grinsdale,  and  Mr.  W. 
Pattioson,  one,  91b.  On  the  15th,  Mr.  E.  L.  Hough, 
one,  171b;  Capt.  Broadhurst,  one,  14lb.,  both  at 
Crosby ;  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  one,  201b  ,  in  the 
Rickerby  water;  Mr.  C.  Liddell,  two,  at  Warwick 
Hall,  and  Mr.  Bramwell,  one,  141b  ,  in  the  same  water  ; 
Mr.  W.  Warwick,  one,  251b.,  at  Low  House  ;  Mr.  James 
Graham,  one,  191b.,  at  Crosby  ;  Mr.  J.  Jardine,  two, 
221b.,  281b  ,  at  Cargo,  and  Mr.  R  Bone,  one,  201b.,  at 
Grinsdale.  There  are  a  good  lot  of  spawning  fish  in 
the  rivers,  and  in  the  upper  districts  they  are  begin- 
ning operations.  I  hear  that  the  Hatchery  Committee 
hope  to  get  their  supply  of  ova  in  a  few  days. — Silvee 
Grey. 

Bxe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Since  my  last  report 
there  has  been  a  great  improvement  in  the  weather 
conditions,  and  the  river  is  now  in  good  ply,  and 
prospects  for  the  next  few  days,  if  the  present  fine 
frosty  weather  continues,  are  satisfactory.  Some 
pike  have  been  taken  in  the  river  near  the  city  and 
at  Cowley  Bridge,  Mr.  Hawkins  having  two  last 
Saturday,  8^1b.  and  61b.  re-pectively,  and  Mr.  Tees 
two,  71b.  and  41b.  respectively.  In  the  canal  near 
Topsham  and  Lime  Kilns  some  pike  have  been  caught 
live-baiting,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  any  special 
specimens.  At  Countess  Weic  seme  good-sized  roach 
have  been  taken,  and  some  perch  at  the  usual  resorts, 
but  only  of  small  size.  Carp  and  tench  are  off  at 
present. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (Sonth  Linos  and  Cambs).-  A 
somewhat  severe  frost  swept  across  the  Fen  district 
on  Tuesday  night.  This  has  caused  an  encouragement 
to  roach  and  pike  to  improve  their  appetite.  This, 
along  with  the  water  being  in  fine  condition,  encourages 
the  hope  that  sport  will  improve  by  the  end  of  the 
week.  Not  many  visitors  have  been  down  this  week- 
end, but  apparently  they  have  had  good  sport.  Bags 
of  roach  have  run  up  to  about  151b.  on  the  Forty-foot, 
and  there  has  been  some  decent  takes  about  Surfleet. 
Pike  have  yielded  well,  and  some  of  the  takes  have 
been  numerous,  particularly  about  Deeping  and 
Swine's  Head. — Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Down  to  this  (Thursday) 
morning  no  good  baskets  had  been  reported  from  the 
Lea,  which  is  crystal  clear.  The  weather  has  been 
bitterly  cold,  and  roach  fishing  is  out  of  the  question 
at  present.  Some  pike  and  perch  are  being  taken, 
and  these  fish  will  be  the  best  to  try  for  until  better 
weather  and  water  conditions  prevail.  Some  more 
"  sick  "  fish  have  been  noted  in  the  St.  Margaret's 
district  since  I  last  wrote.  It  is  stated  that  the  weeds 
are  covered  with  a  thick  slime. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lnggf  and  Arrow  (L8ominater>. — Both  these 
streams  are  now  in  good  order  for  fishing,  having  gone 
down  and  cleared  since  last  week.  The  flush  of  water 
cleared  all  the  dead  leaves  off,  and  the  frosts  of  the 
last  few  nights  have  improved  grayling  fishing  con- 
siderably, and  the  big  fish  are  now  coming  down  on 
the  feed.  The  weather  has  been  cold,  but  a  few 
anglers  were  out  at  midday  using  fly  and  maggot,  and 
some  nice  fish  have  been  taken.  Grasshopper  fishing 
should  be  good  now.  With  fine  weather  good  sport 
should  be  had  in  this  part.  The  Pinsley  is  clear  and 
in  order. — Gwynne. 

Lnggr.  Arrow,  aud  Fitsley  (King^sland). — 
So  far  this  week  the  weather  has  been  fine  and  cold, 
wind  mostly  from  the  east,  causing  rivers  to  sink  and 
clear  more  rapidly.  To-diy  (Nov.  19)  they  are  getticg 
into  fair  order,  and  by  the  time  this  appears  should  be 
in  good  fettle  if  the  same  atmospheric  conditions  hold, 
and  such  seems  likely  as  there  was  ice  of  considerable 
thickness  this  morning.  Best  flies  for  use  should  be 
Mid  Blue,  Male  Willow,  Red  Tag,  Iron  Blue,  Green 
Insect,  and  Red  Palmer.  Siuk  and  draw.  Mid  water 
and  bottom  fishing  should  all  be  good  the  coming 
week. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough). —  Pike-fishing  has  been 
exceptionally  good  this  week,  and  many  captures  have 
been  made,  but  most  have  been  of  medium  size.  There 
have  been  two  exceptions,  a  fine  pike  of  between  81b. 
and  91b.,  having  been  caught  close  to  the  Steam  Mills 
near  Peterborough  Bridge  on  Saturday  last  by  Mr. 
Rawlinson,  Peterborough;  and  on  Tuesday  last  the 
finest  pike  captured  this  season  in  the  Peterborough 
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district  ■was  secured  by  Mr.  Wallis,  Peterborough,  at 
the  Carp  Hole,  Milton  Ferry,  scaling  between  101b. 
and  141b  — E.  A.  8. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry,  Hunts). — Eiver  in  first 
class  condition,  and  good  takes  of  jack  have  been  bad 
every  day  during  the  last  week.  The  big  fish  have 
woke  up  a  bit  and  fed  freely.  The  idea  that  pike 
will  not  feed  during  the  day  if  the  moon  shines  at 
night  is  not  to  be  entertained  (in  this  case,  anyhow), 
as  we  have  had  most  brilliant  moonlit  nights  all  the 
time.  Mr.  Smith,  fishing  just  below  the  ferry,  got 
several  good  fish,  151b.  and  121b.  being  his  largest.  I 
hear  one  of  181b.  was  caught  on  Monday  at  the 
Staunch.  I  had  seven  fish  on  Nov.  16.  Weeds  are 
rotting  away  very  fast ;  now  that  we  are  visited  by 
the  frost  they  will  be  no  more  trouble. — A.  Scabd. 

■         (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — River  still  bright  and 

sluggish,  and  the  east  wind  has  taken  the  fish  ofi  the  feed. 
Should  one  or  two  frosts  like  this  morning  (Tuesday) 
continue  it  will  speedily  remove  the  weeds,  which  are 
all  too  prevalent  for  piking.  On  Thursday  the 
N  A. P.S.  paid  us  their  annual  visit.  They  were  met 
by  our  worthy  mayor,  Mr.  Geo.  Brownlow,  and  the 
ex-mayor,  Mr.  G.  Kiddle,  and  Councillor  J.  B.  Ingram 
at  the  society's  club-room,  aLd  given  a  hearty  recep- 
tion to  the  town  of  St.  Ives.  These  gentlemen  after- 
wards dined  with  them,  and  were  supported  by  Mr. 
W.  H.  Elsmore,  vice-president  T.P.S.,  and  a  host  of 
other  friends. — Edward  Collinson. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy 
nech). — These  rivers  still  continue  in  excellent  con- 
dition for  angling,  and  on  Tuesday  night  we  had  the 
sharpest  frost  yet  experienced  here,  as  the  ponds 
were  covered  with  a  coating  of  ice,  and  grajling 
fishing,  in  consequence  of  this,  improves  every 
day,  and,  if  the  weather  continues  as  at  present, 
will  soon  be  at  its  best.  A  local  angler,  whose 
modesty  will  not  allow  to  see  his  name  in  print,  has 
a  few  hours  ago  captured  some  beautiful  grayling  in 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  Tanat,  and  good  catches  are 
also  reported  from  the  Vyrnwy.  Several  good  pike 
are  being  taken  in  the  Severn  below  Llandrinio, 
and  also  in  the  Vyrnwy  down  to  its  confluence  with 
the  Severn  below  Melverley. — VyRswy. 

Sussex  Hivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — A  week's  cold  weather  has  been  experienced 
and  pike  should  be  on  the  feed.  A  number  of  anglers 
have  patronised  the  Ouse  with  but  indifferent  success, 
as  at  Barcombe  Mills  a  few  small  roach  and  pike, 
under  41b.,  have  been  taken.  From  the  Adur,  in 
the  Henfield  district,  pike  up  to  51b.  have  been 
taken,  while  bream  in  all  livers  seem  quite  ofi. 
The  canal  at  Chichester  has  yielded  a  few  pike, 
the  heaviest  notified  of  61b.,  taken  near  Donington. 
Several  small  fish  have  been  captured  with  live 
gorge.  The  returned  refervists  find  both  amusement 
and  profit  by  the  water  side.  From  the  lower  reach, 
where  the  water  is  out  between  the  first  and  second 
locks,  pike  of  from  61b.  to  91b.  have  been  taken  out  of 
the  holes,  carp  up  to  101b,,  and  some  good  bream.  On 
one  occasion  TOlb.  of  eels  were  taken  from  one  hole. 
This,  with  the  hundreds  of  fish  which  went  into  the 
salt  water,  will  decimate  this  lower  reach  for  some 
time  to  come.  When  the  lock  gates  are  finished  fish 
will  find  their  way  down.  The  top  water  is  over- 
stocked, and  the  benefit  will  be  soon  felt. — G.  F. 
Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 

gone  down  again  and  is  running  clear,  and  a  nice  level 
and  in  capital  order  for  grayling  fishing.  The  weather 
has  been  cold,  the  wind  being  in  the  east,  with  frosty 
nights  and  foggy  mornings,  and  the  fish  have  been 
moving  fairly  well  between  11  a.m.  and  2  p.m.  A 
good  few  rods  have  been  out  and  have  used  fly  and 
maggot.  The  best  flies  to  use  are  Red  Tag,  Willow, 
Whirling  Blue,  Green  Insect,  Silver  Dun,  Hare's  Ear, 
and  Red  Palmer.  Roach  and  dace  have  been  feeding 
well  on  maggot,  and  some  good  baskets  of  fish  have 
been  landed.  On  Nov.  15,  near  Ashford,  some  good 
fish  were  taken  bottom  fishing.  On  Monday  several 
very  nice  grayling  were  taken  with  fly.  Pike  have 
been  feeding  well  of  late.  Mr.  J.  G.  Lang  was  out 
on  Tuesday  morning  with  the  spinning  bait  under 
Whitcliffe  before  ten  o'clock,  and  took  a  fine  pike 
scaling  81b  in  capital  condition.  Prospects  for  pport 
are  now  good.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche 
are  all  clear  and  in  order.  Fishing  quiet  in  them  at 
present. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Ten bury).    The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 

cleared  and  lowered  and  is  in  good  order  for  fishing 
again.  The  weather  has  been  fine  but  very  cold,  the 
wind  being  east,  but  it  has  not  interfered  with  anglers 
getting  out.  The  grayling  have  been  more  on  the 
move  since  the  cold  weather  and  rising  fairly  well  at 
midday  at  the  fly.  A  few  rods  have  been  out  and  us;d 
fly  and  maggot,  some  nice-sized  grayling  being  landed. 
Prospects  for  sport  are  good. — Woeckstkr. 

Torcross  Ley  (S.  Devon). — Water  in  good  con- 
dition. A  fine  lot  of  pike  taken  by  Mr.  H.  F.  W. 
Rooke.  During  the  week  he  caught  fifteen  good  pike, 
the^largest — length,  42in. ;  girth,  20in. ;  weight,  22Jlb. 
He  also  had  very  good  sport  with  the  perch  and  rudd, 
and  caught  a  lar^e  quantity.    The  rudd  fishing  has 


improved,  and  the  rudd  are  larger  than  the  previous 
week.  This  ley  is  thirty-five  acres  in  extent,  and  is 
well  stocked  with  fish,  and  open  for  fishing  all  through 
the  winter.  The  climate  is  mild  (similar  to  Torquay), 
and  very  suitable  for  winter  fishing.  The  prospects 
are  now  very  good. — W. 

Welland  (Market  Deeping). — In  common  with 
other  parts  of  the  district,  the  circumstances  during 
the  past  week  have  been  especially  favourable  for  pike 
fishing ;  and,  as  of  late,  sport  ha.?  been  particularly 
good.  Amongst  the  recent  catches  are  four,  the 
largest  weighing  51b.,  by  the  Rev.  F.  Wright,  of 
Stamford  ;  Mr.  Charity,  three,  and  Mr.  Hildyard, 
four — largest  4  J  lb.  Mr.  Webb,  Peterborough,  pike- 
fishing  in  the  Deeping  district,  captured  eight  pike, 
mostly  four  or  five  pounds  in  weight. — E.  A.  S. 

Wltham,  eto.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire  )  - 
The  Witham  is  in  splendid  order,  and  a  good  many 
roach  have  been  caught  with  maggots  and  yellow 
paste.  There  have  been  very  few  visitors  on  the 
main  river,  but  the  tributaries  have  had  a  good  deal 
of  attention.  Pike  running  between  2Jlb.  and  51b.  have 
been  captured  on  the  old  Barlings  river,  but  the  Witham 
has  failed  to  furnish  specimens  of  a  good  order.  Spin- 
ning by  artificial  means  has  met  with  scant  patronage, 
but  the  bigger  fish  want  something  more  substantial  to 
feed  upon.  A  few  good  fish  have  been  caught  in  the 
Horncastle  Canal,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the 
Slcaford  Canal.  When  the  winter  floods  set  in  these 
lengths  command  attention,  and  not  only  pike  hut 
roaoh  fishing  is  very  good.  Several  have  been  reaching 
on  the  Bain,  and  have  met  with  success  above 
Conningsby  Mill. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshiie).— These  rivers 
are,  at  the  time  of  writing,  in  very  good  order  for 
fishing,  either  fly  or  bottom.  What  genilemen  have 
been  out  have  obtained  two  and  three  brace  of  very 
good  fish,  as  the  best  grayling  are  to  be  had  this 
month.  Mr.  A.  G.  Collinson  took  two  brace  with 
maggots  and  worms  for  bait.  Mr.  W.  Evans  has  also 
taken  several  nice  fish.  The  Whatstandwell  portion 
of  the  Derwent  too  has  afforded  some  good  fish.  The 
weather  is  now  favourable,  and  the  prospect  is  very 
good  for  swimming  the  worm  and  maggot.  The 
following  flies  will  also  be  useful: — Furnace  Fly, 
Needle  Ply,  Orange  Dun,  Grey  Palmer,  and  Red  Tag. 
— Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharf e,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorks). — The  recent  frosts  have  greatly  improved 
grayling  and  pike  fishing,  and  some  good  dishes  have 
been  caught  in  the  Upper  Yore.  Good  sport  has  been 
the  rule  at  Masham  and  Ripon,  Mr.  J.  Pickertsgill,  of 
Leeds,  getting  thirty-six  grajling  in  one  day.  Roach 
fisbing  at  Boroughbridge  has  improved  in  this  river  and 
the  Swale.  A  few  pike  have  been  caught  in  the  Winke. 
The  Wharfe  is  in  fair  volume.  The  best  killing  flies 
at  Appletreewick  have  been  the  Dark  Needle,  Red 
Tag,  Suipe  and  Purple,  atd  Bradshaw's  Fancy ;  tbe 
cockapur  worm  and  gentles  have  accounted  for  ba-kets 
of  three  to  five  brace  at  Woodhail,  Ilkley,  etc.  Roach 
have  been  on  the  feed  at  Tadcaster,  where  Mr.  M. 
Hanley  caught  a  good  chub  weighing  451b.  A  corre- 
spondent writes  me  from  Cumberland  that  the  Eden 
is  fishing  well  now,  baskets  of  from  51b.  to  121b.  being 
caught  daily  at  Appleby,  Kirby  Hove,  and  Temple 
Sowerby.  Fish  have  taken  the  little  red  worm  better 
than  the  fly,  although  some  nice  fish  have  been  caught, 
in  the  middle  of  the  day  with  the  Red  Tag  and 
Miller's  Dark. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— The  rivers  have  been 
in  capital  fettle  for  fish  getting  up  to  the  redds  on  the 
middle  and  upper  waters.  They  are  now  falling  in 
again,  and  what  with  overnight  frosts  and  snow  on 
the  higher  hills  liitle  else  could  be  expected.  Yet 
since  the  middle  of  October,  and  especially  since  the 
angling  season  closed,  the  weather  has  been  of  the 
most  favourable  description  for  a  good  spawning  season. 
On  the  Don,  Mr.  Martin  and  astaS  of  experts  m  jved  by 
means  of  water  tanks  some  500  salmon  from  below 
the  dam  dykes  at  Muggiemoss,  some  two  miles  up  the 
river.  The  loss  in  sickly  and  dead  fish  was  only 
some  two  per  cent.,  almost  nothing  when  compartd 
with  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome.  The  fioods  have 
since  then  done  the  needful,  but  at  the  time  some 
thousands  of  fish  were  crowded  into  these  death-traps, 
unable  to  scale  the  djkes  for  want  of  water,  a  prey  to 
poachers  and  disease.  The  sooner  the  Don  case  is 
settled  the  better,  for  such  a  state  of  matters  is  simply 
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Merlin  Hawks',  Dott-reln',  and  other  scarce  skins.  Large  stock 
of  Ulue  Hnckles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and  Widgeon 
feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  quality,  2d  per 
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ft  disgrace  to  civilisation,  to  say  nothing  of  the  boasted 
enlightenment  of  the  educated  Briton.  The  Duke 
and  Duchess  of  Fife,  I  hear,  are  to  winter  at  Mat 
Lodge  for  the  benefit  of  the  Duchess's  health,  the  ex- 
periment being  recommended  on  the  highest  medical 
authority.  H  R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales  is  to  pay  a 
spring  visit  to  the  Dee,  and  Abergeldie  Castle  is  being 
enlarged  and  rearranged  for  his  accommodation. 
Nine  additional  bedrooms  are  being  added  to 
Balmoral  at  the  same  time.  Mr.  Duncan,  Inspector 
of  the  Dee  Fiihery  Board,  was  very  successful  in 
securing  about  one  million  ova  for  his  hatchery  at 
Durris.  He  found  any  amount  of  ripe  fish  on  the 
Gelder,  Clunie,  and  upper  tributaries  of  the  Dee. 
Poaching  is  very  rife  just  now,  and  two  caught  red- 
handed  on  the  Don  last  week  were  sent  to  prison,  in 
default  of  paying  down  the  fine.— G.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.  - 
Fairly  good  sport  has  been  had  during  the  past  week, 
although  the  weather  has  not  been  very  favourable. 
A  small  rise  would  be  now  welcomed,  so  as  to  ensure 
further  sport  for  the  remaining  days  of  the  season. 
On  Boldside  water,  on  Nov.  10,  Mr.  M.  De  Bunsen 
caught  a  salmon  of  lO.Jlb  ,  and  on  the  13th,  Lord  Ruth- 
ven  had  one  of  151b  ;  on  ICth,  Lt.-Col.  F.  Davies  caught 
two  salmon  of  181b.  andlOJlb.,  the  latter  being  a  spring 
salmon  and  a  perfect  beauty,  and  gave  a  splendid  run. 
On  the  16th,  Mr.  Scott,  of  Gala,  had  a  salmon  of  121b. 
On  Mertoun  water,  on  Nov.  15,  Mr.  Greville  Douglas 
had  three  salmon  of  181b  ,  181  n.,  and  171b.,  and  a  griLe 
of  91b.  On  the  17th,  the  same  gentleman  had  two 
salmon  of  181b.  and  131b.,  and  two  grilse  of  71b.  and 
6lb.  On  Birgham  water,  on  Nov.  11,  Lord  Romney 
had  a  salmon  of  181b.,  and  Dr.  Henderson  one  of  191b. 
and  a  grilse  of  101b.  On  the  13th,  Lord  Romney  had 
a  grilse  of  81b.,  and  on  the  14th,  he  had  a  salmon  of 
181b.  On  the  15th,  Dr.  Henderson  had  a  salmon  of 
181b  ,  and  Lord  Romney  three  of  211b.,  lOJlb.,  and 
151b.,  and  a  grilse  of  101b.  On  the  17tb,  Lord  Romney 
again  caught  three  salmon,  weighing  271b.,  221t).,  and 
12ilb.,  and  a  grilse  of  lllb. ;  and  Captain  Trotter 
had  a  salmon  of  211b.  and  a  grilse  of  lllb.  On 
Makerstoun  water,  on  Nov.  11,  Mr.  Harvey  Coomba 
had  two  salmon  of  231b.  and  141b. ;  and  on  13th, 
Capt.  Julian  Spioerhad  three  of  171b  ,  15Jlb.  and  141b., 
and  on  14th,  he  had  a  161b.  salmon  and  a  grilse 
of  81b.  On  loth,  Mr.  Harvey  Coombe  caught  one 
salmon  of  151b.  and  one  grilse  81b. ;  Mr.  Ferguson 
caught  two  salmon  of  251b.  and  151b.  On  17th  Mr. 
Ferguson  had  two  salmon  of  171b.  and  121b  ;  and  Mr. 
Harvey  Coombe  one  salmon  of  17Jlb  and  a  grilse  61b. 
On  Floor's  lower  water,  on  the  13ch,  Mr.  McCulloch  had 
one  salmon  of  18;b  ,  on  14th  two  of  151b.  and  131b  ; 
on  15Ch  he  had  six  fish  of  231b  ,  181b.,  171b  ,  121b., 
lOib.  and  61b.  ;  on  17th,  he  had  five  of  181b., 
lllb.,  lllb,  lllb.  and  51b;  and  on  18th  one  of  141b. 
On  Sprouston  water  on  Nov.  5  Captain  G.  Trotter  had 
six  silmon  of  321b  ,  311b  ,  23ib.,  201b.,  I71b.,  and  171o., 
and  on  Nov.  7  two  of  29Jlb.  and  241b.  On  Nov.  8 
General  Sir  Henry  Trotter  tiad  two  of  27ib.  and  2Glb. 
On  Nov.  11  Miss  Trotter  had  one  of  81b.  On  Nov.  13 
Sir  Henry  Trotter  had  on»)  of  221b  ,  and  Captain  G. 
Trotter  one  of  181b.  On  Nov.  14  Miss  Trotter  had  one 
of  81b.  On  Nov.  15  Sir  Henry  Trottsr  had  three  of 
151b,,  151b.  and  71b.,  and  Captain  G.  Trotter  two  of 
12ib.  and  lllb.  On  Nov.  17  Miss  Trotter  had  three  of 
121b.,  101b.  and  101b.,  and  on  Nov.  18  Captain  G. 
Trotter  four  of  211b.,  181b.,  91b.  and  9lb.,  and  Miss 
Trotter  one  of  161b.  On  Hendersyde  water  on 
Nov.  13  Colonel  Grove  had  a  salmon  of  17ib.  and  a 
grilse  of  51b.  On  Nov.  14  Colonel  Grove  had  a 
salmon  of  161b.,  and  Mr.  T.  Pringle  a  giilse  of  7Jlb. 
On  the  15th  Mr.  F.  J.  Djuglas  caught  two  salmon  of 
191b.  and  161b.  On  tha  17th  Mr.  T.  Taylor  caught 
five  salmon  of  181b.,  181b.,  lO^lb.,  101b.,  and  91b.,  and 
on  the  18th  the  same  angler  caught  six  fish  of  251b., 
221b.,  20ilb.,  16Jlb.,  161b.,  and  7Jlb.,  and  Sir  R.  J. 
Waldie-Griffith  a  salmon  of  161b.  On  Teviot,  on 
Nov.  11,  Mr.  A.  Johnston,  Kelso,  had  a  salmon  of 
101b.,  Mr.  F.  J.  Douglas  one  of  141b  ,  Mr.  A.  Johnston 
a  sea-trout  of  4Jlb.,  and  Mr.  T.  Thompson  one  of  51b. 
Later  News.— On  the  Rutherford  Lodge  water  on 
Nov.  13,  Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas  had  one  fish  of  22lb  ,  and 
Mr.  0.  Maudslay,  one,  16J  b  ,  and  one  grilse,  8ilb.,  on 
the  15th.  The  same  gentleman  had  one  grilse  of 
eUh  on  the  17th.  Mr.  J  G.  Walker  had  four  salmon, 
28ih,  151h,  141b.,  and  lllb.,  and  Mrs.  M  P.  Lucas 
one  grilse  of  81b.,  Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas,  two  fish  of  251b. 
and  191b.  on  the  18th ;  Mr.  J.  G.  Walker  one  fish 
of  141b.,  and  Mr.  M.  C.  Maudslay  one  of  101b.— 
Maxwheel. 

Tyne  (North  and  South)  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — A  few  dace  fishers  have  been  out  on  the 
Tvne,  and  the  results  are  very  encouraging.  At  Cor- 
bridge  one  rod  killed  twentj -three  with  the  small  red 
worm,  and  I  heard  of  another  rod  killing  a  good 
basket  with  the  meal  worm  ;  the  fish  were  in  excellent 
condition  and  fought  well.  Two  enthusiastic  anglers 
paid  a  visit  to  Wylam  and  fished  the  fly  for  dace 
without  success.  I  advised  them  to  procure  some 
maggots  or  worms,  and  the  following  diy  they  had  a 
good  basket  of  fish ;  they  were  badly  troubled  with 
salmon  fry,  and  returned  one  good  trout.  Grayling 
worm  fishing  will  be  much  improved  by  the  lectut 
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frosts,  and  I  tru?t  the  present  seasonable  weather  will 
continue  — Hesby  A.  Mubton,  Northern  Anglers' 
Resort,  87,  Grey-street,  Newcascle-on-Tyne. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District,— The  rivers  are  subsiding 
after  the  floods,  and  already  poaching  is  in  full  swiog 
on  such  email  streams  as  the  Clady,  Glenavy,  Crumlen, 
etc.  When  these  are  cleared  out  the  poachers  turn  to 
the  larger  and  more  important  rivers.  In  a  radius  of 
twelve  miles  there  is  not  a  single  bailiff,  and  only  two 
on  the  Maine  to  protect  ninety  miles  of  spawning- 
ground.  Honest  money  is  being  uselessly  spent  by  the 
Fishery  Department  in  fads  and  experiments  (?),  not  a 
penny  is  being  spent  to  prevent  poaching,  the  suppres- 
sion of  which  is  the  true  solution  of  the  improvement 
and  preservation  of  ourfisheries.  With  regard  to  rainbow 
trout  in  the  Woodburn  dams,  they  and  the  native 
brown  trout  are  already  pushing  up  the  small  streams 
to  spawn.  These  dams,  it  seems,  are  amjngst  the 
very  few  places  in  Ireland  in  which  rainbows  breed  in 
a  wild  state,  and  at  a  period  contemporaneous  with 
the  native  brown  trout. — J.  A.  B. 

LoxLgh.  Corrib.—  Several  large  baskets  of  trout 
were  obiained  during  the  last  week  of  the  angling 
season,  wbioh  ended  on  Oct  15.  Since  that  date  the 
river  at  Oughterard  his  been  literally  full  of  spawi  ing 
trout,  many  of  them  81o.  and  lOln  in  weight  The 
fir.-t  batch  of  trout  fiLished  spawning  bv  Nov.  8,  and 
they  have  been  rt-p'aced  by  a  fresh  tiatch,  if  enyr.t  in^ 
even  more  nu'ueri  us  If  all  the  anglers  »ho  enjoyed 
sport  on  the  grard  lake  during  the  past  seasou  had 
only  contributed  tjwards  the  fuods  of  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association  the  spawning  fish  might  be 
looked  after  to  a  greater  extent  than  they  are.  How- 
ever, bailiffs  belonging  both  to  the  association  and  to 
the  conservators  are  employed  as  far  as  funds  will 
admit,  and  have  been  on  duty  day  and  night  since  the 
opeting  of  the  close  season.  Prospects  for  next  year 
are  very  promising. — S.  B.  D. 

Moyola  (Castledawson,  co.  Derry). — The  run  of 
spawning  salmon  has  dropped  for  the  present.  For 
so  far  the  special  watchers  have  kept  down  poaching. 
Over  one  hundred  pairs  of  breeding  salmon  have  been 
taken  ofi  the  fords  and  sent  to  the  Kilrea  Hatchery. 
Lough  Neagh  trout  up  to  201b.  weight  were  taken  at 
the  eame  time. — J.  A.  B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — Silver  whiting  are  still  fairly  abundant 
ofi  fifigtiton,  although  they  appear  to  be  moving  east- 
ward. The  following  daily  notes  will  give  an  idea  as 
to  the  fishing  and  sport  by  boat  angler.s  : — Nov.  13, 
fioeda}  ;  about  twenty  boats  out,  chiefly  off  the  Kemp 
Town  shore.  14th,  fine  day  ;  abjut  a  dozen  boats  over 
the  "Sussex-square  ground"  and  half-a-dozen  over 
the  "  ho.->pital  ground."  15th,  "ind  in  the  east,  rathur 
a  swell  on  ;  only  about  a  dozen  boats  off.  16ih,  sea  as 
calm  as  a  pond  ;  about  twenty  boats  over  the  Su-sex- 
cquare  ground  ;  good  catches,  whiting  averaging  abuut 
twelvd  inches  in  length.  A  friend  of  mine,  with 
two  ompaniorjs,  caught  twenty  scjre  of  whiting 
and  two  and  a-half  hcore  of  dab  tff  Rottingdean. 
17th,  strong  easterly  wind ;  too  much  swell  on  for 
small  boats.  18th,  no  boats  off,  owing  to  strong  east 
wind  arjd  swell.  19th,  east  wind  contii  ues,  and  the 
temperature  at  fretzing  point,  a-t  yesterday.  Sea 
raiher  calmer,  and  four  b'jati  cff  the  Kemp  Town 
shore.  Notwithstanditig  the  bitterly  cold  weather,  I  saw 
(through  my  telescope)  a  young  enthusiast  fishing  in 
his  shirt  sleeves  !  He  was  fishing  over  the  "  hospital 
ground,"  and  I  Lope  to  goodness  he  will  not  have  to 
go  there— that  is,  to  the  hospital. — H. 


Deal. — The  end  of  last  week  was  fine,  sun  shining 
brightly  ;  good  sport  obtained.  Nov.  17,  fresh  breeze, 
easterly  ;  a  few  boats  out,  and  had  fair  sport.  Nov.  18, 
gale,  easterly,  with  heavy  sea ;  no  boats  out  at  time  of 
writing.  This  (Wednesday)  evening  weather  more 
moderate.  Boats  coming  in  with  sprats  and  herrings. 
Should  the  weather  be  fine  during  the  B  S.A.S.  com- 
petition there  probably  will  be  grwnd  tabes  of  fish. — 
Edwd.  Hanger  (Agent  B.S.A.S.),  Napier,  Beach-street. 

Deal  (the  Pier).— Despite  biting  east  winds  and 
heavy  seas,  pier  anglers  have  recently  enjoyed  some 
very  fair  sport,  especially  am  mg  the  codling  after 
sunset.  On  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  last 
several  good  htuls  were  made,  Mr.  Sand  bach  heading 
the  list  on  the  latter  date  with  thirty  codling  and  four 
whiting.  The  three  following  days  yielded  a  goodly 
number  of  whiting,  many  of  them  fine  fish  of  over  a 
pound  in  weight.  The  weather  is  now  (Wednesday, 
6  p.m.)  improving  considerably,  and  some  good  takes 
may  be  expected  during  forthcoming  competitions. 
Mrs.  Waddington  caught  a  plaice  of  '  2Jlb.  on  the 
afternoon  of  Nov.  16. 

B  S.A.S.  Prize  Competition,  Nov.  15  and  16. 

Strong  north-east  winds  somewhat  marred  this 
competition,  but  general  results  were  not  to  be  con- 
sidered bad.  Out  of  twecty-five  entries  only  six 
brought  their  catches  to  the  scales,  and  the  results  on 
the  15th  were  not  by  any  means  good.  Mr.  A. 
Hutchings  stood  at  top  weight  on  this  date  with  four 
codling  scaling  41b.  15oz ,  but  the  following  day 
panned  out  much  bitter.  Two  competitors,  Mrs.  B. 
B.  Summers  and  Mr  T.  P.  Holmes,  ran  neck  and  neck 
all  day,  but  a  codling  of  IJlb.  taken  late  in  the  day 
turned  the  scales  in  favour  of  the  latter,  the  respective 
weights  being  Mr.  Holmes  111b  lloz.,  and  Mrs 
Summers  111b.  6oz.  The  lady  was  greatly  compli- 
mented upon  her  plucky  fight  under  severe  climatic 
conditions. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A  S  ). 

Fowey  (Cornwall). — Boat  anglers  had  good  sport 
with  pollack  last  week,  but  at  time  of  writing, 
(Nov.  18)  the  sea  is  rough  and  fishing  in  abeyance. — H. 

Plymouth. — Pilchards  and  herrings  seem  the  only 
fish  that  are  plentiful  this  week.  Large  catches  of 
both  have  been  reported  along  the  coast.  Pollack  of 
a  very  fair  size  have  been  taken  down  the  bay,  but  not 
in  such  numbers  as  last  year.  Flat  fish  are  fairly 
plentiful,  also  bass.  We  expected  the  mullet  to  be  in 
again  this  week,  but  they  have  not  as  yet  appeared, 
although  several  of  the  dock  fishermen  have  been  on 
the  look  out  for  them  — William  Heardbr  (B.S.A  S  ). 

Bamsg'ate.—  Fishing  was  good  for  the  early  part 
of  the  week,  the  boats  doing  well  with  codling  and 
whiting.  Night  fishing  from  the  piers  "as  also 
attended  with  fair  success,  two  to  three  score  o£  fish 
being  abjut  the  average.  Ou  Nov.  16  it  was  blowing 
hard,  but  two  or  three  adventurous  anglers  tried  the 
Iron  Pier,  and  one  was  rewarded  with  a  fine  bass 
weighing  81t).,  in  splendid  condition.  L  irge  numbers 
of  red  muUet  havn  benn  landed  here  lately  by  the 
trawlers,  atid  in  Pegwell  Bay  the  shrimpers  have 
captured  several,  though  small,  in  tbeir  push-nets. 
Wind  easterly  ;  very  cold. — Grey  Mullet. 

Scarborough. — There  are  plenty  of  codling  in  the 
bay — to  be  caught  by  boat  anglers  over  the  scars — and 
pier  anglers  are  having  good  sport  with  "  billet."  By 
the  way,  the  best  way  to  cook  a  billet  is  to  split  it, 
add  salt  and  pepper,  and  fry  it.  Boiled  billet  is 
insipid  and  watery. — H. 

Walmer. — Although  some  good  catches  have  been 
made  during  the  week,  fishing  on  the  whole  has  been 
disappointing,  owing  principally  to  the  fierce  easterly 
gale  that  has  been  blowing  for  the  past  three  days. 
On  Nov.  13  and  14  the  weather  was  very  fine,  and  good 
sport  rewarded  those  who  ventured  pretty  far  out. 
Inshore  fishing,  owing  to  the  clearness  of  the  water, 
was  not  so  successful.  On  Friday  night  the  wind 
suddenly  changed  to  east,  it  turned  very  much  colder, 
and  the  weather  changed  for  the  worse,  but  this  not- 
withstanding, on  the  two  following  days  sport  was  fairly 
good.  Since  that  time  the  easterly  gale  ab jve  referred 
to  has  baen  bloiving,  and  fishing  has  beeu  impossiole. 
It  is  quite  likely,  however,  that  the  after  effects  of  the 
"  stir  up,"  unpleasant  as  it  has  been,  will  be  beneficial 
by  the  thickening  of  the  water.  I  am  glad  to  be  able 
to  record  the  capture  of  another  fine  conger,  this  time 
fairly  hooked,  and  taken  by  rod  and  line.  The 
fortunate  angler  was  Mr.  Escombe,  wh  ,  fishing  with 
George  Jenner  on  N^v.  14,  besides  a  first-rate  take  of 
whiting  and  mixtures,  tjok  a  spUxdid  fi.sh  of  261b., 
which  afforded  capital  sport  before  ho  was  finally 
settled.  To-night  (Wednesday)  the  gale  has  moderated 
conoiderably,  but  it  is  still  very  cold,  and  there  are 
indications  of  snow.  Given  an  improvement  in  the 
weather  week-end  p'o-ipects  are  favourable,  but  if,  as 
is  not  impossible,  the  gale  should  blow  up  again, 
angling  will  be,  as  it  has  been  for  the  past  three  days, 
impossible.  In  any  case  anglers  will  do  well  to  pro- 
vide themselves  with  their  warmest  clothes  ;  the  cold 
on  the  Water  is  intense. — Charles  Hussey  (B. S.A.S.). 


American  Books. — A  Catalogue  of  Ameiican  books  in  various 
depaitmeiits  of  literature  can  be  had  of  .SainpBon  Low,  Marator 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Duaatan's  Hduae,  Fetter-laoe,  London 


llssoctaiions 

(Bfeoial  Mbbtinob), 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  was  held  on 
Monday  last.  The  president,  Mr.  Philip  Geen, 
telegraphed  his  regret  at  not  being  able  to  be 
present.  The  vice-president,  Mr.  W.  H  Beckett, 
occupied  the  chair.  Mr.  Lawrence  W.  Chubb,  the 
hon.  sec.  to  the  Thames  Preservation  League, 
favoured  us  with  his  presence  as  a  guest.  The  routine 
business  was  speedily  gone  through,  and  from  the 
minutes  read  they  showed  the  bank  balance  to  be  over 
£100.  An  entirely  new  society,  the  Balham  Pisca- 
torial Society,  was  enrolled  on  Nov  3  ;  the  offer 
made  by  the  London  County  Council  to  net  the 
Battersea  Park  and  Peckham  Rye  Park  lakes  had  been 
gratefully  accepted,  and  the  renting  and  preservation 
sub-committee  have  the  matter  in  hand.  The 
pollution  of  the  river  Lea,  and  consequent  whole- 
sale poisoning  of  fish  in  the  Ware  and  St.  Margaret's 
districts,  had  been  receiving  great  attention.  The 
association's  bailiffs  had  been  on  special  duty  taking 
dead  fish  out  of  the  water,  and  transferring  sickly 
fish  to  other  parts  of  the  river  less  affected  by  sewage 
matter.  The  correspondence  received  from  the  Clerk 
to  the  Conservancy  Board  showed  that  the  Board 
are  doing  their  utmost  to  remedy  the  evil,  and 
that  the  present  evil  emanat>^d  from  the  Hertford 
Sewage  Works,  at  which  place  the  East  London 
Water  Works  Company  are  experimenting  with 
new  chemicals.  The  Association  have  great  confi- 
dence in  the  Lea  Consei  vancy  Board  an!  itsoffiiers, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  persons  interested  in 
the  river  Lea  and  their  wafer  supply  will  assist  the 
board  in  arousing  public  opinion  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  oft  recurring  pollution  will  speedily  become 
a  thing  of  the  past.  Another  new  society,  the 
Robin  Hood  Angling  Society,  of  Kecsal 
road,  Westbourne  Park,  W.,  was  enrolled. 
An  interesting  proceeding  took  place  when  Mr. 
Carroll,  a  member  of  the  Blenheim  Angling  Society, 
introduced  the  deputation  from  the  Thames  Anglers' 
Defence  League,  and  consisted  of  Mr.  L.  G'^ra'.d 
Freedman  (president  of  the  T.A.D.L  ).  Mr.  Freed- 
man,  in  his  opening  remarks,  apologised  for  being 
the  only  member  of  the  deputation  present,  and 
read  a  letter  and  telegrams  explaining  the  non- 
attendance  of  his  colleagues.  From  his  remarks 
were  gathered  the  facts  that  the  reason  of  his 
attendance  was  to  obtain,  if  possible,  the  sympathy 
and  support  of  the  Association,  and  to  get  a  resolu- 
tion passed  by  the  delegat-:s  that  the  Association 
approve  theac  ionsand  programme  of  the  League,  and 
to  reoommend  all  enrolled  societies  to  support  tLem. 
The  obaiiman  thanked  the  deputation,  and  stated 
that  the  matter  would  have  to  be  considered  at  the 
next  meeting,  and  tba  decision  wjutd  be  forvardad 
in  due  cou  se.  Fifty-nine  societies  answered  the 
roll  call,  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  termi- 
nated a  very  quiet  meeting.  Since  the  foregoing 
meeting  I  have  been  informed  that  two  members  of 
the  Waltham  Brothers  Angling  Society  have  been 
summoned  to  appear  before  the  Court  of  Summary 
Jurisdiction,  County  Court,  Waltham  Abbey,  on 
Tuesday  next,  Nov.  25,  at  10.30  a.m.,  to  answer  to  a 
charge  of  unlawfully  and  wilfully,  by  angling, 
attempting  to  take  and  destroy  fish  from  water  in 
which  there  then  was  a  private  right  of  fishery 
vested  in  His  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  to  wit,  in  a  part  of  the  river  Lea  near  to 
and  opposite  the  Brimstone  Refinery.  The  Associa- 
tion are  in  communication  with  good  authorities, 
and  in  all  probability  the  persons  charged  will  be 
legally  represented. — Deputy-Rb  porter. 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

The  committee  met  on  Friday  (Nov.  14)  when 
one  application  was  received  and  a  giant  made.  I 
have  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt,  per 
Mr.  Harris,  of  the  handsome  donation  of  £6  lis.  3d. 
from  the  box  of  the  Newbury  Piscatorials,  Kensal- 
road. — W.  H.  Barber,  9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's 
Bush. 

British  Sba-Anglkhs'  Society — 

On  the  Wednefday  of  last  week,  the  members,  in 
view  of  the  steady  application  to  business  necessi- 
tated by  the  annual  competition  at  Deal  on  Nov.  15 
and  16,  22,  23,  and  21,  set  aside  all  work  and  devoted 
them-elves  to  pleasure.  A  thoroughly  saiisf,ictory 
musical  evening,  their  first  one  in  the  new  rooms, 
came  off  with  what  our  n  ighbours  call  eclat. 
It  finished  oil  late,  and  m.-n  went  away  good 
humouredly,  contemplating  hard  work,  exposure  to 
cold  and  wet,  and  glorious  sport  before  the  month 
ended.  The  musical  progiamme,  too  long  for 
insertion,  was  very  varied,  but  up-to-date. 
The  Entertainment  Committee,  represented  by 
Messrs.  Malletc  and  Summers,  made  excellent 
arrangements,  and,  better  still,  v?ith  the  able  assist- 
ance of   Mr.   Charles  Toy  as  musical  dirtcto.-, 
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and  Mr.  John  Edgar  aa  accompanist,  had  them 
carried  out,  and  there  was  no  hitch.  Mr.  Gurney 
Bupsell  made  his  audience  laugh,  so  did  Mr.  Bert 
Garson  ;  Mr.  Jeffries  made  them  feel  sentimental, 
while  Meesrs  W.  and  L.  Cnusfield,  Wilson,  Jones, 
and  Bates,  and  Master  Harold  Davies  charmed  their 
ears  with  swet t  music.  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  drove 
the  whole  thing  through  with  his  inimiteble  energy 
and  verve.  It  never  for  one  moment  flagged ;  the 
memory  thereof  remaineth.  On  Wednesday  last 
the  usual  members'  meeting  was  held.  Reports 
from  agents  and  members  were  read,  also 
a  letter  from  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ("John  Bicker- 
dyke  ")  with  welcome  and  valuable  informa- 
tion as  to  the  fishing  and  other  arrangements 
at  Valentia  Islond,  Waterville,  Ballinskel'igs, 
EmFcrone,  on  Killala  Bay,  9  miles  from  Ballina, 
information  gladly  recorded  for  use  of  members  ; 
also  a  communication  from  Mr.  Westgate,  the  agent 
at  Lowestoft,  with  a  photograph  of  a  catch  of  fish 
made  by  Mr.  Haws,  boat-fishing  on  Nov.  4,  one  rod 
3  hooks,  one  kirbytrace,  6oz.  lead.  Heaviest  cod, 
141b.  Icz  ;  whiting,  21b.  9oz. — 4  hours'  fishing, 
total  weight  7st.  121b.  Mr.  Westgate  and  wife 
from  pier  got  111  whiting  in  two  hours.  It 
was  reported  that  the  Pier  Competition  had 
been  held  at  Deal  on  the  15th  and  16th.  The  first 
day  fifteen  members  competed  out  of  sixteen  entries. 
The  water  was,  unfortunately,  very  clear,  an  east 
■vind  blowing,  and  fish  off  the  feed.  As  a  result,  the 
silver  medal  was  taken  by  Mr.  Alfred  Hutcbings 
wir.h  a  take  of  only  41h  15oz.  Mr.  A.  I.  Start 
wf  ighed  in  31b.  4Joz  ,  and  Mr.  George  Smith  31b. 
4Joz. ;  the  remainder  did  not  weigh  in.  On  the 
Sunday  there  was  rao'^e  wind,  but  the  water  was 
better,  so  Mr.  H  A  Holland  took  the  medal  with 
111b.  lloz.  of  fish,  Mrs.  B.  E  Summers,  after  a 
touph  competition,  losing  the  prize  with  Itlb  5^z 
of  fish,  a  very  close  weijih  of  one  of  Mr.  H  illnnd'>< 
fish  settling  bis  supr'  maoy.  Mr.  Richardson's 
usual  perfect  arrangements  on  the  pier  secured 
a  well  carried  out  competition.  The  prizes  are,  of 
couree,  subject  to  the  award  of  the  committee,  but. 
no  protests  have  been  made.  Five  members  fished 
on  Nov.  16  out  of  the  nine  entered,  Mr.  R.  J.  Bullett 
weighing  in  71b.  14nz.  The  sporting  endurance  of 
Mrs.  Hupsey  and  Mrs.  Summers  who,  in  a  cold 
wind  fished  continuously  from  9  am.  to  5  p.m.,  won 
all  hearts.  It  was  reported  that  211  entries  had 
been  made  for  the  boat  competition,  and  that  boats 
were  scarce  at  Deal,  and  that  the  South-Eastern  and 
Chatham  Railway  Company  had  kindly  consented  to 
extend  the  time  of  return  to  ar  d  inclusive  of  Tuesday. 
Telegrams  from  Deal  reported  weather  improving. 
It  was  announced  that  159  new  members  had  been 
electtd  since  Oct.  1.  Mr  Herbert,  jun.,  hud  been 
fisting  at  Deal  with  Mr.  Smith,  snd  took  six  codling 
under  2lb.  and  nine  score  whiting.  Mr.  Cawlet  fish- 
ing wiih  Mr.  R  J  Gordon,  took  seven  score  whiting, 
pout  and  conger,  and  last  Sunday  took  in  two  hours 
a  101b.  Ol  d  and  four  score  very  fine  whiting.  Mr. 
Graham,  Southend,  a  good  take  of  flo  unders.  In 
view  of  the  demand  for  boats,  Messrs.  Edwards, 
Herbert,  Jun  ,  and  Savill,  made  offers  to  accommo- 
date members,  which  were  gratefully  accepted  and 
thanks  given.  A  keen  discussion  upon  the  conduct 
of  the  competition  at  Deal  arose  among  the  members, 
and  many  and  various  suggestions  were  discussed, 
the  committee  promising  careful  consideration  on 
the  spot  at  Deal,  and  adoption  where  practicable. 
A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  Dr.  Targett 
Adams,  terminated  the  proceedings.  Weather  at 
Deal,  Thursday,  10  am.,  cold  sleet,  light  southerly 
wind,  water  smooth. 

City  of  London  Piscatobial  Society — 

The  second  "  Social  Supper  "  of  the  society,  pre- 
Eided  over  by  Mr.  Robert  Snare,  was  held  on  Tuesday 
evening  last,  when,  notwiths'anding  the  absence  of 
many  members  and  invited  guests — for  vari"us 
reasons  not  able  to  attend — there  was  a  very  goodly 
assemblage.  As  regards  the  repnst,  the  first-class 
cuisine  and  wines  &c.,  of  the  Queen  Anne's 
Rebtaurant  left  nothing  to  he  desired,  whilst  the 
proceedirgs  post  pravdium  were  kept  going  in  a 
most  lively  and  entertaining  manner  by  a  chairman 
of  infii'ite  resourcefulr ess.  Capital  fongs,  cmic 
and  otherwise,  enlivfued  the  proceedings,  Messrs. 
Canton,  Lambert,  Kipling,  Snare,  and  Taylor 
earning  great  applause  (or  their  very  success- 
ful vocal  efforts,  whilft  an  amusing  recitation 
from  Mr.  Wheeler  gave  diversity  and  was  greatly 
appreciated.  There  were  several  toasts,  each  and  all 
of  them  having  a  hearty  reception  inc'uding  the  King 
and  other  members  of  the  Royal  Family  ;  The  Pres-s, 
ably  responded  to  by  Mr.  Thomas  Crumplen  ("Old 
Izaak,"  of  the  People) ;  The  Visitors,  re-ponded  to  by 
Mr  But  t  and  others  ;  The  Chairman,  Vice-Chairman 
(Mr.  Bentloj) ;  and  last  but  not  least,  the  C.L.P.S. 
toast  was  not  forgotten,  nor  the  superintendent  of 
the  feast — Mr.  Taylor.  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  finished 
a  delightful  evening — "and  so  say  all  of  us,"  the 
only  regret  being  that  so  many  good  friends  and 
members  were  absent— including  Mr.  C.  II.  Cook, 


(John  Blckerdyke),  who  telegraphed  his  good  wishes. 
Members  are  particularly  requested  to  note  the 
excursion  to  Burnham-on  Crouch  on  Nov.  25th, 
and  write  to  Mr.  E.  P.  Beamont,  of  193,  Evering- 
road.  Upper  Clapton,  N.E.  (posting  letter  not  later 
than  23rd)  it  they  intend  going. 

County  Palatine  Anolebs'  Association — 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  wa^  held  at  the 
Silver  Grid  Restaurant,  Manchester,  on  Nov.  13,  at 
which  51  societies  were  represented.  The  .report 
shows  continued  prosperity,  and  the  clubs  now 
affiliated  number  87,  with  a  membership  of  2176, 
or  an  increase  of  281.  The  slight  increase  in  the 
subscriptions  made  during  the  year  have  enabled 
the  executive  to  add  another  valuable  fishery  to 
their  list  of  waters,  this  being  the  well-known  lake 
at  Chapel-en-le-Prith,  known  as  Cowlie-ltsservoir, 
and  without  interfering  with  the  stocking  of  the 
canals  and  Irlam  water  with  good  i  fish  to  the  value 
of  more  than  £80.  The  affairs  of  the  association  are 
healthy  in  every  department,  and  it  was  decided  to 
spend  a  sum  amounting  in  all  to  £130  in  stock  fish 
during  the  coming  winter.  The  meeting  received 
with  evident  approval  the  suggestion  of  the 
Northern  Anglers'  Association  for  a  joint  meeting 
of  representative  anglers  to  consider  the  question  of 
federation  for  mutual  benefit.  The  officers  for  the 
next  twelve  months  were  elected. — Tom  Deivkb. 

Geebham  Angling  Society — 

The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on'Nov.  18, 
when  Mr.  P.  Reed  ably  presided.  Mr.  A.  Gray's 
trout  of  over  61b  weight,  which  was  caught  earlier 
in  thn  year,  was  exbihited.  and  will  adorn  the  walls 
of  the  Brist"^'!  room  for  some  time  to  come.  Pish- 
ing reports  were  very  meagre  ;  but  Mr.  Gray  fhowed 
a  nioe  tray  f  f  chub  from  the  Kennet,  and  also 
reported  whiting  from  Burnham  ;  Mr  P.  J.  Grav, 
a  quantity  of  roach  from  Wroxham  Broad ;  Mr. 
H.  Saunders  had  a  nice  hag  of  good  roach  from 
Kelvedon.  In  the  Deal  competition  the  follow- 
ing catches  were  registered,  Mr.  P.  C.  Bucking- 
ham acting  as  clerk  of  the  scales : — Saturday. 
Mr.  Basten,  fourteen  whiting,  91h. ;  three 
conger,  91h.  Mr.  Milliken,  eighteen  whiting, 
121b.  2oz. ;  one  conger,  2Jlb.  Mr.  Buckingham, 
eight  whiting,  41b.  lloz.  Mr.  Norman,  fifteen 
whiting,  91b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Briggs,  five  whiting,  31h. 
Mr.  Maul,  three  whiting,  lib.  13oz.  On  Monday  : — 
Mr.  Church,  whiting  and  pout,  211h.  14oz. ;  Mr.  W. 
Marshall,  whiting  and  pout,  211b.  7oz.  ;  Mr.  Young, 
151b  8oz.  A  large  quantity  of  fish  were  taken,  but 
all  under  the  Gresham  standard  were  thrown  out. 
Members  are  particularly  requested  to  note  that  the 
novices  competition  for  Mr.  Marston's  prize  tikes 
place  on  Saturday  next  at  Kelvedon.  Train  from 
Liverpool-street  at  10  55.  Mr.  J.  B.  Clr  se  has 
kii  dly  consented  to  open  a  discussion  on  Tuesday 
next  on  a  matter  of  great  interest  to  anglers,  and  it 
is  earr  estly  hoped  that  a  large  number  of  members 
and  their  friends  will  be  present. — P.  E.  Eldbhd, 
Hon.  Sec. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society— 

At  our  meeting  on  Wednesday  last  several  members 
gave  their  fishing  experiences,  both  in  fresh  and  salt 
water.  Messrs.  Church  (our  chairman),  Lambert, 
Dupere,  and  Neary,  at  Deal,  had  good  sport,  Mr. 
Lambert  amongst  his  catch  had  a  fine  whiting  of 
2ilb.,  and  another  of  Iflb. ;  Mr.  Church  won  the 
challenge  cup  presented  by  the  Gresham  Angling 
Society,  of  which  he  is  a  member,  in  their  boat  com- 
petition. To  commemorate  the  event  Mr.  J.  Cooper 
has  promised  to  give  a  supper  to  the  members  early 
in  the  coming  year. — J.  D. 

Ipswich  Piscatobial  Ramblebs — 

At  the  monthly  m?eting  on  Nov.  14  Captain  Wing 
was  in  the  chair,  ard  during  the  evening  presented 
Mr.  J.  Burkitt  with  the  copper  kettle  awarded  him 
for  his  paper  read  at  the  last  meeting.  A  well 
thought  oat  and  interesting  paper  was  r.  ad  by  Mr. 
Wm.  King,  whose  bait  is  so  well  known  to  the 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  The  sut-gect  chosen 
was  "  Some  Effects  of  River  Pollution  in  Pish  Life," 
and  dealing  with  it  in  a  scientific  manner  the 
reader  asserted  that  it  is  the  presence  of  free  oxvgen 
in  water  which  supports  finh  and  other  aquatic  life, 
and  went  on  to  show  that  the  decomposition  of 
water  growth  is  again  taken  up  by  the  roots  of  these 
plants  to  be  evolved  again  into  growing  substances, 
giving  ( ff  this  oxygen  which  the  fish  are  eager  to 
obtain  ;  but  decomposing  matter  also  gives  oS  other 
gases  of  a  fouler  nature,  which  undoubtedly  act  as 
poison  to  the  fish  and,  if  present  in  large  quantities 
kill  them.  One  effect  of  the  want  of  oxygen  is  to  caus-e 
the  growth  on  the  scalesof  the  fis-hof  a  peculiar  fungus 
somewhat  in  the  nature  of  mould,  and  not  only  does 
the  lack  of  this  primary  element  cause  direct. death 
by  suffocation,  hut  also  causes  much  suffering  to  the 
fish  while  existing  under  such  foul  conditions.  In 
conclusion,  Mr.  King  stated  that  he  did  not  con- 
sider fi^h  were  directly  poisoLed  by  chemical  and 


other  refuse  with'  which  rivers  are  too  frequently 
polluted,  but  that  the  presence  of  this  matter  in  the 
water  destroyed  the  oxygen,  and  consequently  the 
fish  die  from  fuffooatlon.  Several  members  took 
part  in  the  discussion  which  followed,  and  a  very 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr.  King  for 
giving  those  present  the  hene^t  of  his  scientifio 
knowledge. — H.  C.  Westgate,  Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatobial  Society — 

Mr.  Robert  Bradford  "took  the  chair  at  Monday's 
meeting,  but  in  reply  to  calls  for  experiences, 
many  of  the  members  began  forthwith  to  make 
excuses  for  not  having  visited  the  riverside  — 
one  was  waiting  for  rain,  a  second  for  winter,  and 
a  third  for  water  in  the  streams.  At  Newbury, 
Hungerford,  and  Uxbridgeit  was  stated  thatthe rivers 
were  terribly  thin  and  clear.  The  Lambourn  was  so 
low  on  one  day  that  it  was  almost  possible  to  walk 
across  parts  of  it  without  getting  wet  footed.  It  is  a 
curious  fact  that  the  last-mentioned  stream,  at  any 
rate,  is  iavariably  less  in  volume  in  the  autumn  and 
winter  than  in  the  summer.  The  springs  which  it 
depends  upon  are  filling  up  in  the  short  days  of  the 
year,  and  do  not  begin  to  run  until  the  spring.  Hence 
it  arises  that,  whilst  in  winter  there  is  generally 
little  water,  comparatively  speaking,  in  the  summer, 
when  trout  fi«hing  is  well  on,  the  riV'^r  is  full  and 
often  bank  high.  However,  the  chairman  and  Mr. 
T.  H.  Bacon  had  some  little  sport  in  the  Newbury 
part  of  the  Kennet.  The  form<)r  caught  a  pirch 
and  a  dabchickl  the  latter  being  ho-k^d  on  a  pater- 
noster. Mr.  Bacon  had  a  nice  sample  of  roach — 
best  fi=h  lib  lOoz  — and  an  eel  of  2lb.  4oz.  At 
Uxhrida;e,  Mr.  Porster  Hardv  took  no  fewer  than 
fourteen  good  perch,  several  going  over  lib.  in 
weight.  Mr.  Horaco  Zaehnsdorf  reported  hooking 
and  losing  a  big  perch  estimated  to  scale  over  21h. 
Mr.  Coswav  took  a  jack  of  41b.  8oz  ,  a  fair  fish  for 
the  Colne,  hut  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  who  had  been  to 
Hungerford,  had  had  an  out-and-out  bad  day — not 
a  grayling  rose  throughout  the  whole  of  the  day. 
At  lunch-time  there  was  a  good  fishing  rise  of  fly, 
hut  nothing  moved.  For  the  annual  supper  on  next 
Monday  week  (Dec.  1),  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant, 
there  is  a  good  list  of  acceptances,  and  with  the 
vice-president  in  the  chair  the  gathering,  like  all  its 
predecessors,  will  assuredly  he  eminently  successful, 
Hon.  Sec. 

South  London  Anglebs'  United  Visiting  List — 

The  Wargrave  prizes  will  he  distributed  on 
Monday,  Nov.  24,  at  the  Anchor  and  Hope,  Thomas 
a  Becket,  Old  Kent-road.  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  (president) 
in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Smith  (vice-president)  in 
the  vice-chair.  Next  visit  goes  to  Duchess  Angling 
Society,  Deverell-street,  Great  Dover-street,  on 
Thursday,  Dec.  4. — A.  G.  Smith. 


HOW  WE  WASTE  OUR  SUBSTANCE. 


The  pressing  necessity  for  more  extended  legislation 
for  our  sea  fisheries  is  shown  by  the  report  just  issued 
by  the  Sea  Fisheries'  Inspector  for  the  Cumberland 
County  Council  on  the  destruction  of  immature  fish 
wrought  by  the  shrimp  and  prawn  trawlers.  Itwou'd 
appear  that  in  the  Sol  way  small  trawls  are  used  for 
catching  shrimps  and  prawns,  and  experimental  hauls 
made  with  these  nets  produced  the  following  remark- 
able results.  Of  shrimps  there  were  captured  9  quarts, 
of  prawns  236  quarts,  and  with  them  no  less  than 
15,076  immature  fish.  These  included  1477  soles, 
582  plaice,  4360  cod.  5344  whiting,  160  skate,  37  dabs, 
2  lobsters,  and  3107  other  sea  fish.  In  other 
words,  for  the  sake  of  catching  shrimps  and  prawns 
valued  at  £2  lis.,  between  £50  and  £100  worth 
of  immature  fish  were  destroyed.  Unfortunately, 
this  serious  and  regrettable  waste  of  sea  fish  is  by  no 
means  confined  to  the  Solway,  but  occurs  in  a  large 
number  of  estuaries  and  shallow  waters  all  r'^und  our 
coasts.  The  only  reason  that  can  be  suggested  for  the 
practice  not  hiving  been  prohibited  long  before  this  is 
that  those  of  the  county  councils  which  have  sea 
fishing  committees  have  not  placed  as  much  reliance 
on  the  advice  of  experts  as  the  public  have  a  right  to 
expect  them  to  do,  and  consequently  they  are  hardly 
aware  of  the  incalculable  harm  done  to  our  sea  fisheries 
bv  the  shrimp  and  prawn  trawlers.  The  Cumberland 
County  Council  are  therefore  to  be  congratulated  on 
the  enterprise  they  have  shown  in  dealing  with  this 
all  important  question,  and  it  is  dovoutlv  to  be  hoped 
that  tbeir  example  may  be  followed  by  other  councils 
whose  jurisdiction  extends  along  the  sea  coasts. 

G.  E  SiMMS. 


To  Fly  DRKSSElts,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "The  Trout  Fly  Dressci's 
Cal)iaet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Flj 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"  Athenian"  of  the  f'Kshing  datetU.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thonrnghly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2j.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marstoa  and  Co., 
St  Duustan's  Houie.  Fett«r-lane.  London 
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THE    CHESS   RIVER  TROUT  FARM. 


BROWN  TROUT  &  RAINBOW  TROUT. 

ALL  SIZES  CAX  NOJf  BE  DESPATVIIED. 
For  Prices  and  advice,  apply  to  A.  R.  PEART,  CHORLEY  WOOD,  HERTS 


TROUT. 


stock  yottr  Rivers  and  Streams  with  pure  Jtrhen  River  Trouf, 
Your  Lakes  and  Ponds  with  Loch  Leven  and  Htiinlniws. 

PRICES  ON   APPLICATION  TO 

MANAGER,  Itchen  River  Trout  Breeding  Establishment, 


P.  D.  MALLOGH, 

High=CIass  Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 
I^ERTH,  N.B. 

One  of  the  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST-CLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Great  Britain. 
Ten   Gold   and    Px>iz:e    IVIecials   A  WEir'cled. 

Telegrams-"  MALLOCH,  PERTH."  Telephone— No.  31. 

Ifhisf rated  Prire  List  free  on  application. 


FOURTH    EDITION    NOW  READY. 


DOMESTICATED  TROUT  :  How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them, 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE.      Crown  8vo.,  12«.  6d 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW.  MARSTON  A  rOMPANY.  Ltd..  St.  Diinstan's  House.  Fettpr  L«ne.  E.cl 


Small  4to.,  oil  finely-finished  wove  paper,  16s.  net. 
Edition  de  Luxe,  of  150  Copies  only,  on  Van  Gelder  ha- d-inade  paper,  £4  4s.  net 
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EASILY  CURE 

THE  WORST  COUCH. 

One  gives  relief.    An  increasing 
sale  of  over  80  years  is  a  cer.ain 
teit  of  tlieir  value.    Sold  in  13id. 
tins  everywtiere. 


Pears' 
Soap 

Specially  recommended  to 
ANGLERS 
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GISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


PARKERS'  Improved  WATERPROOFS 


13/6 

PflOOKKD    WITH    KtHT  Rl'lJBKU. 


Witli  Silk  llno.lH. 
IX  6  U,  15/6 
Without  IIu.hIb. 
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of  all  our  goods. 
PARKERS.  ProoferH  (Hopt.  24).  LANCASTER. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Fish : — 

Trout,  Salmon,  Grayling,  Char,  Bass,  Sunfish,  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  Dace, 
Tench,   Golden  Orfe,  Golden  Tench,  Goldfish,   Eels,  Crayfish,  Gudgeon, 
Minnows,  Burbot,  &c. 

Ouaranteed  Safe  Delivery  in  Perfection  Carriers. 

Also  Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Tanks,  Fish-food,  Apparatus,  and  Advice. 
Large  Crops  of  Rainbows  and  Carp  yearlings.    Grayling  limited. 
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I  "  NOTE  "  that  in  ono  of  the  Editor's  "  OccasioDal 
Notes "  that  Mr.  Andrew  Henry  has  appeared  in 
TLiond  m  in  proprid  personil  to  see  to  the  safe  delivery 
of  thout^anda  of  yourg  trout,  born  and  fed  and  bred  iL 
the  Wyresdale  Fishery.  For  three  weeks  in  succession 
I  have  been  present  in  the  early  morning  (when  I  saj 
"  early  "  I  mean  about  seven,  when  I  generally  "  turn 
over  "  for  the  best  sleep  I  can  aSord)  and  have  seen 
the  "carriers"  full  of  young  stock  on  their  way  to 
make  anglers'  hearts  beat  with  delight.  Without  a 
doubt  "  Andrew  "  is  imbued  with  the  same  mercurial 
temperament  as  the  worthy  owner  of  the  Wyresdale 
Fishery  (Captain  Ormrod). 


We  have  had  numerous  instances  of  cool,  frozen 
cheek  even  in  those  hot  days  when  all  nature  languishes 
under  the  hot  kiss  of  the  sun,  but  for  real  frozen 
effrontery  commend  me  to  a  thing  which  occurred  in 
the  mild  days  of  this  very  mild  autumn.  It  was  at 
De^l.  Two  budding  sea  fishers  visited  a  local  fisher- 
man, and  wished  to  go  out.  "  What  would  be  the 
price  of  a  boat,  with  a  man  to  accompany  the  pisca- 
tors,  for  the  day  ?  " 

*  »  *  ♦  » 

"  Ten  shilling?,"  said  the  local  longshoreman. 
"Bait  included?"  inquired  the  innocents.  "Yus, 
gentlemen,"  replied  the  local  mariner;  "it  includes 
everything."  And  then  after  a  pause  he  inquired, 
"  But  where  did  you  mean  to  fish  ?  "  "  Out  there," 
repli-d  the  innocents  in  a  breath,  pointing  to  the 
boundless  ocean.  "  Ah,  yes,"  paid  the  local  man, 
"  I  quite  understand  that.  You  could  under  crdina  y 
circumstances;  but  I've  let  that  right  away  from 
the  Napier  there — you  know,  gents,  Ned  Hanger's 
place — right  away  down  to  Walmer,  right  nigh  to 
Charley  Hussey's  place.  Orl  that  little  bit."  "  And 
cm  he  other  side,"  said  one  of  the  twain.  "  That,  also," 
replied  the  boatman,  "  belongs  to  another  ri-pa-rian- 
owner,  and  if  you  goes  there  it  'ill  be  a  persecution." 

***** 

You  mav  think  this  untrue,- but  they  went  out  and 
they  paid  lOs  each  to  their  local  mariner  for  permission 
to  fish,  and  they  caught  several  score  of  whiting  and 
other  of  the  fish  to  be  found  at  Deal.  Now  here 
comes  in  the  large-heartedness  of  the  local  mariner  who 
took  these  two  out.  "  Would  you  like,  gentlemen,"  he 
said,  "  to  have  a  few  fish  to  take  home  ?  "  They  said 
they  would,  whereupon  he  gave  them  three  whiting 
each  on  separate  strings.  "Could  they  have  another 
day  ?  "  asked  the  innocents.  "  Well,  gents,  permission 
is  very  difficult  to  get  for  this  piece  of  water,  and  I'm 
booked  right  up  to  the  end  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Annual  Competition." 


"  Isn't  it  cold  ?  "  Yes  ;  so  much  the  better  for 
successful  fishing  at  Deal.  I  hope  the  wind  and  rain 
will  not  be  too  much  in  evidence.  A  little  bird  has 
whispered  to  me  to  look  out  for  Mr.  George  Read 
Clarke,  who  has  already  gone  to  Deal  to  act  as  guide, 
philosopher,  and  friend  ;  but  as  he  is  the  chief 
inspector  of  the  police  boats,  he  may  "look  out  "  for 
any  tittle  "  mistakes"  as  regards  the  orthodox  tackle, 
etc.  And  then  our  Mr.  Pilley,  clerk  to  the  B.S.A.S. 
committee,  is  already  hard  at  work  at  Ned  Hanger's, 
the  Napier,  Deal,  the  society's  headquarters.  Success 
to  the  Deal  Festival  1  Don't  forget  your  supply  of 
preserved  mussels  from  F.  Gosden,  460,  Oxford-road, 
Beading, 


The  South  Eastern  and  Chatham  Railway  have 
kindly  consented  to  extend  the  time  for  anglers  at  Deal 
who  may  "  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships "  on  the 
occasion  of  the  Deal  Boat  and  Pier  Competition 
(arranged  for  Nov.  22,  23,  and  24)  to  return  on  the 
Tuesday— thus  giving  an  extra  day's  stay  in  dear  old 
Deal. 


"  Dove  Dale  Revisited,"  by  "  The  Amateur 
Angler,"  "  together  with  other  holiday  and  angling 
sketches,"  is  now  ready.  There  are  several  illustra- 
tions. Price,  2s.  Gd.  net.  Special  edition  on  hand- 
made paper,  6s.  net.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  London,  E.G. 


'  "  Ben  "  sends  another  reminder  that  the  competition 
at  hichmond  on  Nov.  2.3  is  likely  to  be  very  well 
patronised.  The  prizes  to  be  fished  for  (nearly  seventy 
in  number)  have  been  added  to  by  Mr.  Wood,  host  of 
the  Jolly  Anglers'  Inn,  Richmond,  with  a  rod,  reel, 
and  line.  On  Nov.  21  at  Allason  United  A.S  a 
smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  netting  and  restocking 
fund  will  take  place,  when  Messrs.  R.  G.  Woodruff  and 
W.  H.  Barber  will  take  the  chair  and  vice-chair 
respectively. 


P-  Life  is  short— only  four  letters  in  it.  Three- 
quarters  of  it  is  a  "  lie, "and  half  of  it  is  an  "  if." 


New  South  Wales  boasts  a  good  "  Amateur  Pisber- 
men's  Absociation."  Its  office  is  at  National  Buildings, 
Pitt-street,  an  appropriate  locale,  for  fishing  is  a 
national  sport  over  the  sea  as  here.  I  am  glad  to 
know  that  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore,  the  vice-president  of 
the  Central  Association  of  Loudon  Angling  Clubs' 
keeps  in  close  t^uoh  with  friends  across  the  briny, 
in  the  Sydney  Sportsman  a  genial  writer,  "  Hook  and 
1,"  has  the  loUowing  paragraph,  a  grateful  acknow- 
odgment  of  a  kindly  gift.  Here  is  the  paragraph 
referred  to. 

***** 

"  '  Hands  across  the  sea  '  is  a  good  figurative  expres- 
sion, but  1  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  record  that  it  is 
rather  more  subatantial  than  that  as  far  as  tishing  is 
concerned.  Mr.  W.  Cox,  of  this  city,  who  has  ju»t 
.eturned  from  the  '  big  smoke,'  has  banded  ovtr  to  the 
A.F.A,  a  complete  set  of  Houghton's  illufetrutions  of 
British  fishes,  which  have  been  donated  by  Mr.  W 
H.  Elsmore,  the  vice- president  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion of  London  Anglers.  These  handsome  coloured 
plates  have  been  suitably  framed,  and,  with  the  photo 
of  the  donor,  now  form  no  inconsiderable  part  of  the 
attractive  club-rooms  of  the  society.  It  is  a  pity  the 
compliment  cannot  be  returned  with  something 
similar,  descriptive  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  waters." 
Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  has  received  a  warm  letter  of 
thanks  from  the  Amateur  Fishermen's  Association  of 
New  South  Wales.  Personally,  I  may  say  I  do  not 
want  descriplions  of  the  fish  in  the  New  South  Wales 
waters.  Good  English  anglers  when  they  die  go  to 
angle  in  the  antipodean  streams. 


The  Gresham  Angling  Society  has  some  lively 
members — lively  as  grasshoppers.  At  a  recent  meet- 
ing the  following  article  was  read.  I  don't  know 
whether  to  call  it  an  epic  poem  or  what;  I  only 
know  that  it  caused  consiamable  amusement.  I 
aaresay  that  Grebhomites  will  be  able  to  guess  at  the 
individuals  thinly  veiled  under  the  initials  J.  M.  D. 
and  T.  O.  M. 

***** 

J.  M.  D.  acknowledges  to  T.  0.  M.  the  safe  arrival 
of  a  lively  haunch  of  vtnison,  which  T.  O.  M  txplained 
had  been,  unknown  to  him,  l^ing  in  his  cellar  tor  a 
fortnight. 

A  was  the  Article  Tom  sent. 

B  was  the  Bluebottle  buzzing  around  that  caught 

sight  of  the  article  Tom  sent. 
C  was  the  Cellar  cool  into  wnich  flew 

That  bally  big  bottle  whose  body  was  blue, 

Which  buzzing  around 

Speedily  found, 

And  sat  down  on  the  article  Tom  sent, 
D  the  Delectable  joint  that  was  there, 

A  dainty,  delicious,  and  delicate  fare ; 

And  it  lay  on  a  stool, 

In  that  cellar  so  cool. 

Did  that  savoury  article  Tom  sent, 
E  the  Endeavours  that  bluebottle  made 

All  previous  records  to  put  in  the  shade. 

And  some  millions  of  eggs  it  successfully  laid 

On  that  well-matured  article  Tom  sent. 
P  was  the  Fragrance  that  ceilar  then  knew. 

When  those  sweet  little  eggs  to  maturity  grew. 

Then  it  "  hum'd  "  a  bit  louaer,  then  louder — oh, 
phew  1 

Dia  that  over-ripe  article  Tom  sent. 
G  were  the  Gentles  so  saucy  and  soimd, 

No  handsomer  specimens  e'er  could  be  found 
Than  the  lively  young  creatures  then  crawling 
around 

On  that  "  humming  "-bird  article  Tom  sent, 
H  was  the  "  Hum,"  and  it  "  hummed  "  till  it  roared, 
I  was  not  present— I  thank  thee,  O  Lord. 
J  was  the  "  Jeyes "  that  should  then  have  been 
poured 

On  that  odorous  article  Tom  sent. 
K  was  the  Kitchen-maid,  "  mum  "  was  bar  word. 
L  was  her  Laxity,  seems  most  absurd. 
M  the  maid's  Master  had  not  yet  then  beard 

The  "  hums  "  from  that  article  Tom  sent. 
N  's  for  the  Name  of  the  place  where  't  was  sent. 
0  was  the  Orderly-bin  where  it  went. 
P  were  the  Pennies  the  writer  then  spent 

Ere  was  rid  of  that  article  Tom  sent. 
Q  stands  for  Qualms — it  made  every  one  ill. 
R  stands  for  "  Rip  " — let  us  hope  that  it  will. 
S  for  Satiety — all  had  their  fill 

Of  lis  odours — that  article  Tom  sent. 
T  stands  for  Tom,  who  a  friend  could  thus  treat. 
U  the  Upbraiding  that  should  be  his  meet. 

V  is  the  Veil  tho'  we'll  draw  to  its  feet 

Now  is  buried  that  article  Tom  sent. 
W  ell  now  then  adieu,  with  the  alpuabet's  end, 
'ly  cellent  chum  may  the  gods  you  def jnd. 

Y  our  lime  tho'  will  come  and  when  aoing  your  time, 

Rejoice  will  the 
7j  any  who's  writing  this  rhyme 

lie  the  "adjective"  article  Tom  sent. 


"  After  being  booked  in  the  river  Eden,  a  large 
salmon  was  '  played  '  for  five  hours  by  three  men 
who  relieved  each  other.  Eventually  the  line  broke 
and  the  fish  escaped."— [Love's  labour  lost  I] 


"  The  rod  fishermen  at  the  various  piers  and  jetties 
at  Plymouth,"  says  Mr.  William  Hearder,  "have  been 
having  fair  sport,  but  the  weather  has  come  in  very 
cold,  and  handling  wet  worms  is  not  conducive  to 
warm  hands.  I  was  shown  a  novel  invention  for 
keeping  your  hands  warm.  It  was  a  Japanese  inven- 
tion, and  consisted  of  a  metal  box  something  the 
shape  of  a  cigar  case  with  a  sliding  cover.  This  case 
was  covered  with  a  sort  of  cloth.  Small  cartridges 
made  of  some  combustible  substance  that  smoulders 
and  becomes  incandescent  without  producing  smoke 
are  lit  and  placed  in  the  case,  combustion  goes  on, 
and  the  case  gets  quite  warm,  and  as  the  cartridge 
takes  nearly  four  hours  to  burn  the  heat  is  kept  up 
during  this  time.  These  contrivances  can  be  kept  in 
your  pocket,  and  the  hand  thereby  kept  warm.  There 
is  no  danger  with  them,  and  I  believe  they  are  used 
in  c(  Id  countries  in  ladies' muff  j.  It  is  certainly  a 
good  invention  for  tho;e  fishermen  who  suffer  from 
cold  hinds."  [I  have  asked  Mr.  Hearder  to  send  me 
one  down  to  Deal  as  I  not  only  suffer  from  cold  hands 
but  cold  feet.  However,  my  boatman,  Alfred  Jordan, 
will  see  that  I  have  a  nice  little  fire  in  my  boat.  He 
is  a  clever  fisherman,  and  wauts  me  to  win  the  gold 
medal  I   I  hope  I  shall  be  on  the  right  side  of  Joidin.] 


The  final  pigeon  show  held  at  the  Aquarium  is  to 
take  place  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thurtdoy, 
Nov.  25,  26,  and  27,  under  the  auspices  of  the  London 
Morth  Road  Federation.  It  will  be  a  large  and 
interesting  display,  and  will  not  interfere  w;th  the 
entertainments,  which  will  take  place  as  usual. 


The  Tkout. 

A  Sonnet. 

Where  silver  stream  winds  on  its  changeful  way, 
Now  kissing  stones  with  tiny  flecks  of  foam. 
Now  loitering  in  pools  tree-8creei>ed  from  ray 
Of  sun,  the  speckled  monster  has  bis  home  ; 
Full  many  a  long  and  disappointing  day 
Keen  anglers  spend,  in  efforts  to  beguile 
His  craftiness,  with  every  kind  of  wile, 
And  find  he  has  no  stomach  for  the  fray. 
And  yet  perchance,  though  he  may  ever  scorn 
The  brilliant  lures  by  supple  greenheart  cast, 
He  falls  a  victim  to  a  rusty  pin 
Worm-decked  by  yokel  at  the  break  of  dawn, 
And  cheated  of  his  river  home  at  last 
Adorns  the  parlour  of  the  village  inn.    — B.  A. 


"  Anglers  will  be  glad,"  says  the  Sovereign,  ",to 
learn  that  there  is  to  be  an  organised  attempt  to 
restrain  the  ever  increasing  demands  of  riparian  owners 
to  fiehing  rights  which,  if  thev  ever  existed,  have  lain 
dormant  for  years.  The  Northern  Anglers'  Association, 
whose  headquarters  are  in  Lancashire,  have  invited 
the  various  angling  associitions  in  the  kingdom  to 
combine  for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  rights  of 
anglers,  and  it  is  expected  that  an  active  crusade  will 
be  made  against  Sir  Roger  Palmer  and  other  Thames- 
side  owners  who  have  recently  interfered  with  the 
harmless  amusement  of  the  followers  of  Izaak  Walton. 
I  hope  that  the  new  '  combine '  will  act  with  discretion 
and  not  demand  too  much  nor  accept  too  little. 
'  Defence,  not  aggression,'  should  be  their  motto." 


It  is  reported  that  a  royal  sturgeon,  seven  feet  four 
inches  long,  was  landed  at  Brighton  on  Saturday, 
Nov.  8,  and  that  "in  accordance  with  custom"  the 
King  "  has  been  informed  of  the  catch."  The  sturgeon 
is  included  as  a  royal  fish  in  an  Act  of  King  Edward  II., 
which  assigns  to  the  Sovereign  all  wrecks  and  whales, 
but  the  Lord  Mayor  can  claim  all  sturgeons  caught  in 
the  Thames  above  London  Bridge.  The  German 
Emperor  should  be  interested  in  the  catch,  for  his 
much-revered  ancestor,  Frederick  the  Great,  tried  to 
introduce  the  sterlet  into  Prussia,  and  placed  a  number 
of  these  fish  in  the  Gorland  lake  in  Pomerania  about 
1780.  Some  of  these  were  found  to  be  still  alive  in 
1866.  There  are  some  twenty  species  of  sturgeons, 
and  the  common  sturgeon  of  Europe  has  been  known 
to  reach  a  length  of  twelve  feet. 


On  Saturday  evening,  Deo.  6,  at  the  Cow  and  Calf, 
Eastcheap,  E.C.,  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Ljchnobite 
Angling  Society  will  take  place.  Mr.  John  Lees  has 
kindly  consented  to  take  the  vice-chair.  The  dinner 
will  be  on  the  table  at  6.30  sharp.  Mr.  Chaplais  will 
be  present.  Brother  Wrigglesworth  will,  as  is  his 
wont,  see  that  the  viands  are  up  to  the  usual  standard. 
Application  for  tickets  and  further  information  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  Sid  Ransom  (hon.  sec.)  at  the  Ben 
Jonson,  Shoe-lane,  Fleet-street,  E.G.  The  chair  will 
be  occupied  by  Dragnet. 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  cm  Thursday  mornvng. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Birmingham  Association  are  once  more  about 
to  take  into  consideration  the  advisability  of  renting 
water  for  their  members.  Mr.  T.  Coles,  president, 
will  bring  his  scheme  forward  at  an  early  date.  He 
has  not  as  yet  made  anything  known  of  what  water 
would  be  likely  to  be  obtained,  but  he  has  no  doubt 
been  in  communication  with  certain  gentlemen 
who  have  fishing  rights  in  the  Midlands.  There 
'  are  certain  portions  of  the  Severn  which  have  of 
i  late  been  fished  with  good  results  by  the  members 
which  might  be  obtained,  and  that  portion 
of  the  river  from  Hampton  Lode  down  to  Stour- 
'  port,  which  is  about  eight  miles.  This  could  be  ob- 
tained for  a  very  reasonable  sum,  and  if  the  members 
took  out  the  shilling  Severn  licence  the  Severn 
Fishery  Board  would  no  doubt  interest  themselves  in 
the  matter.  There  are  parts  of  the  Avon  that  could 
be  rented,  but  owing  to  repairs  being  done  to  the 
locks  and  weirs  so  often  the  river  is  very  unreli- 
able. The  Hockley  Piscatorials  netted  the  Moseley 
New  Pools  last  week  just  for  the  purpose  of 
seeing  what  fish  the  water  contained.  They  were 
agreeably  surprised  to  find  some  very  fine  roach 
and  a  number  of  small  pike.  They  have  intended 
to  keep  the  water  on  and  restock  it  with  a  quantity  of 
roach  and  perch  :  in  order^to  improve  the  fishing  this 
club  are  negotiating  for  a  stretch  of  the  river  Severn 
near  to  Eardington ;  they  have  plenty  of  money  in 
hand  and  a  good  number  of  first-class  members.  Some 
good  catches  of  roach  have  been  taken  from  the 
Severn  between  Hampton  Lode  and  Bewdley ;  the 
fish  average  about  ^ib.  each  and  are  in  splendid 
condition ;  baskets  up  to  121b.  were  taken  on  Nov.  15 
and  16,  paste  being  the  chief  bait.  We  have  had  a 
change  in  the  weather,  it  having  become  colder. 
Pike  fishing  should  now  be  good.  Some  good  fish 
up  to  91b.  have  been  taken  from  the  Avon  and  Severn 
and  from  our  local  pools  and  reservoirs.  The  reeervcir 
at  Gravelley  Hill  is  now  worthy  of  attention.  Some 
fine  fish  have  been  taken  from  here  in  the  past,  and 
the  water  now  contains  some  fine  specimens ;  at  Cannon 
Hill  Park  pools  some  good  fish  have  been  noticed  to 
be  on  the  move,  and  the  Eame  remark  applies  to  the 
Sutton  Park  pools. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Although  angling  has  been  first-class  for  some 
weeks  past,  sportsmen  are  complaining  that  roach 
fishing  especially  is  beginning  to  show  signs  of  falling 
off.  This  is  shown  by  the  lighter  bags  which  have 
prevailed  this  week.  The  cold  weather  may  have  had 
something  to  do  with  the  inactivity  of  the  fish,  for 
several  severe  night  frosts  have  prevailed  this  week. 
Expert  rodsters  have  managed  to  secure  baga  of  roach 
weighing  from  81b.  to  101b.  by  means  of  the  maggot 
and  paste  baits,  but  the  majority  of  those  who  have 
been  in  pursuit  of  the  red  fins  have  had  a  most  dis- 
appointing time.  On  the  other  hand,  pike  fishermen 
have  done  very  well.  Most  of  the  waters  are  in 
splendid  condition  for  trolling.  The  Forty-foot  is 
being  particularly  well  patronited  just  now,  and  the 
lengths  at  Donington,  Swineshead,  and  Hubbert's 
Bridge  have  all  yielded  good  fish.  An  angler  wielding 
the  trolling  rod  in  the  first-named  district  on  Saturday 
afternoon  killed  three  fish  weighing  171b  ,  the  largest 
scaling  8}Ib.  Pike  fishing  on  the  Welland  also  con- 
tinues most  remunerative,  and  Market  Deeping  anglers 
have  all  done  well  since  my  notes  were  forwarded  last 
week.  There  is  nothing  to  report  from  the  drains  in 
the  Boston  district,  but  fairly  good  mixed  baskets 
have  been  secured  from  the  Glen  at  Surfleet, 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Some  very  good  dace  have  been  taken  during  the 
past  week  or  so  in  the  Driffield  Canal  and  top  stretches 
of  the  river  Hull,  maggots  being  the  chief  lure.  Mr. 
E,  T.  Wilcox,  a  member  of  the  North  Myton  Angling 
Association,  whilst  fishing  above  Hempholme  last 
week-end,  secured  some  splendid  fish,  amongst 
which  were  seven  dace  that  scaled  in  the 
aggregate  31b.  2Joz.,  best  fish  going  9oz.  Some 
fairly  good  roach  are  also  being  taken  p-t  Arram 
and  Hull  Bridge  with  paste.  Pike  fishing  both 
on  the  Hull,  Driffield  Canal,  and  Market  Weighton 
Canal  continues  very  fair,  and  fish  from  61b. 
to  lOlb.  each  secured  with  live  bait;  and  as  the 
weather  is  now  very  frosty,  sport  amongst  these  fish 
ghould  soon  be  at|  its  best  in  tlieso  districts.  Tho 
Sandringham  Angling  Association  have  hold  their 
annual  meeting  and  elected  officers  for  1003,  Mr.  W. 
Heal  being  re-elected  to  the  presidential  chair  :  Mr. 
T.  K.  Robinson  toitbe  vice-chair  ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Stratford 
treasurer  ;  and  Mr.  T.  B.  Radcliffe,  hon.  secretary. 
The  winner  of  the  gold  medal  for  most  points  in 
the  North  Myton  Association  this  year  is  Mr.  J.  W. 


Simmonds ;  aggregate  prizes  also  go  to  Messrs.  R.  H. 
Barlow,  W.  J.  Barker,  T.  Bardsley  and  others.  This 
club  has  removed  its  headquarters  to  the  Odd  Fellows' 
Arms,  in  Osborne-street,  owing  to  the  Golden  Cup 
Hotel  being  acquired  by  the  North-Bastern  Railway 
Company  for  enlargement  of  the  Paragon  Station 
at  Hull. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Throughout  this  county  there  is  a  scarcity  of  news 
of  the  right  sort.  For  years  we  have  been  drifting 
towards  what  may  be  called  "  summer  angling,"  as 
clubs  seem  to  favour  just  a  few  outings  in  fine  weather 
and  the  rest  of  the  time  in  the  club-room,  and  this 
feeling  is  naturally  fostered  by  the  timid  fisherman. 
The  old-time  angler,  who  never  studied  the  weather, 
appears  to  have  died  out  unless,  indeed,  they  are 
to  be  found  round  football  fields  watching  foot- 
ballers half  kill  one  another  for  a  living. 
Anglers  are  often  twitted  with  not  being  sports- 
men, but  pot-hunters,  by  their  brethren  of  the  gun. 
Here  is  another  sample  of  what  is  called  sport  in 
Lancashire  amongst  tame  pheasants,  etc.  Three 
days'  shootings  by  seven  guns,  4500  and  upwards  head 
of  game,  mostly  barn-door  birds.  Carry  a  gun  and 
you  are  dubbed  a  sportsman,  carry  a  fishing-rod  and 
you  become  a  fool.  The  BoUin  has  not  had  very  much 
attention,  and  beyond  a  few  good  roach  and  a  small 
pike  by  Mr.  Pemberton  nothing  of  interest  is  reported. 
The  Warrington  Anglers  are  very  quiet,  but  at  Liver- 
pool, as  usual,  they  are  all  alive,  either  fishing,  dining, 
or  making  preparations.  Several  of  our  still  waters 
have  been  covered  with  thin  ice, 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

City  rods  do  not  appear  to  have  got  over  the  late 
municipal  elections,  for  there  is  a  certain  amount  of 
both  biliousness  and  apathy  lingering  still.  The  first 
symptom  is  likely  to  be  more  in  evidence  if  we  judge  by 
the  number  of  social  events  notified,  for  more  dinners 
than  actual  angling  get  reported.  One  of  the  youngest 
societies  appear  to  be  setting  an  example  to.  the  older 
ones  by  quietly  arranging  for  a  couple  of  events  at 
Northwich,  onfl  for  Nov.  20  and  the  other  for  the  30th. 
The  object  of  these  two  events  is  to  impart  instruction 
to  the  novices,  and  if  the  experts  succeed  in  their 
object  the  Albion  Angling  Society  will  add  to  their 
roll  call  recruits  of  the  right  sort,  for  if  they  stand  the 
east  winds  so  prevalent  they  possess  grit  to  a  surprising 
degree.  The  Britannia  Angling  Society  can  be  con- 
gratulated on  a  prosperous  season,  and  a  good  start 
tor  another  financial  year.  The  annual  meeting  of 
the  C.P.A.A.  was  a  big  event.  So  much  interest  is 
now  centred  in  this  association  that  the  meetings  are 
well  attended  and  always  interesting.  During  the 
past  week  some  extensive  stocking  has  been  done,  the 
consignments  from  Lincolnshire  being  spoken  of  as 
very  fine  indeed. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Pike  fishing  has  commanded  a  good  deal  of  attention 
on  the  Trent,  which  has  been  running  in  low  and 
bright  volume  since  Saturday  (Nov.  15).  At  Shardlow 
fish,  though  not  large,  have  been  taken  by  Mr.  W. 
Robinson,  J. P.,  Mr.  G.  E.  Hewson,  Mr.  J.  Morris,  and 
Mr.  J.  Birkin.  The  last-named  has  also  creeled 
a  variety  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub  with  gentles. 
On  Nov.  15  Mr.  H.  E.  Birks  and  Mr.  P.  W.  K.  Wallis 
caught  something  like  501b.  of  roach  with  the  same 
bait.  The  fish  ran  a  good  size,  a  few  of  the  heaviest 
going  up  to  lib.  6oz.  each.  I  got  a  nice  lot  of  chub  on 
Nov.  17,  on  which  date  Mr.  E.  Bayley  secured  four  or 
five  choice  pike  on  the  Stoke  waters.  A  fish  of  201b.  was 
also  captured  in  the  Lowdham  district.  General  fish 
have  scarcely  looked  at  the  worm,  and  since  the  fining 
down  of  the  river  eet  in  the  local  bait  dealers  have 
literally  been  besieged  with  customers  anxious  to  try 
conclus-ions  with  esox.  The  annual  dinner  of  the 
Nottingham  Anglers'  Association  was  held  at  head- 
quarters on  the  night  of  Thursday,  Nov.  13.  Mr.  G. 
E.  Hemson  presided,  and  announced  that  the  Associa- 
tion was  now  600  strong.  In  a  short  time,  if  members 
stuck  together,  it  would  be  1,000  strong.  The  executive 
rentad  fifteen  miles  of  the  Trent  in  various  parts  at  the 
trifling  cost  to  members  of  a  penny  a  week.  During  the 
evening  Mr.  S.  Shaw,  the  president,  was  presented 
with  a  handsome  marble  timepiece  and  a  case  of  pipes, 
as  a  token  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  the  members 
of  the  association  hold  him,  and  in  recognition  of  long 
and  valuable  services  rendered  in  the  cause  of  angling 
generally. 


I,YR\  PISOATORIA  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  FliOT,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  CoTswoLD  Isys,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  (Juide 
to  Ury-Kly  Fishini?,"  etc.  The  Field  says  :  "  Cotswold  Isya  has 
writt<;n  some  of  tho  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'  l.yra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume.  "  Tha  Amattur  Anyltr 
says  :  "  All  tho  poems  are  refreshing,  ni.my  oi  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  cx.ample,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco  '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember.  "  The  book  may  bo  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King-streot,  Covent-garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  2t.  64. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Last  week  end  found  the  main  streams  in  good  trim 
after  the  rains,  and  good  fly-fishing  was  experienced 
on  most  rivers  noted  for  the  pastime.  The  Swale 
benefited  a  good  deal  from  the  freshets,  more  especially 
the  lower  reaches,  where  some  nice  mixed  catches  of 
fish  were  secured  by  swimming  the  maggot  and  worm 
baits  on  fine  tackle.  The  Wiske  and  most  of  the 
waters  near  Thirsk  have  been  in  capit'<l  trim.  On 
Monday  (Nov.  17),  however,  reports  spoke  of  waters 
getting  low  and  clear.  Anglers  along  the  banks  of 
the  Wiske  have  had  to  keep  out  of  sight.  On  the 
Swale  the  fly-fisher's  hope  has  been  angling  in  the 
sunshine,  but  anticipations  have  been  revsrsed  this 
week  by  the  cold  easterly  winds  and  meagre  sun- 
light. In  Bedale  Beck  the  best  results  are  being 
obtained  by  swimming  the  cockspur  worm.  There 
has  been  some  good  sport  among  the  coarse 
fish  on  the  Ure  waters,  near  Leyburn.  Catches 
by  visitors  to  the  Ouse  and  Darwent  have  been 
moderate.  The  thick,  muddy  state  of  the  Ouse, 
together  with  the  rapidity  with  which  it  has  been 
run  off  at  Naburn,  have  not  been  conducive  to  sport. 
The  Foss  has  got  into  a  much  better  condition  than  it 
was,  the  weed  obstruction  having  largely  disappeared. 
Fishing  in  the  deeper  waters  has  not  yielded  the 
expected  results.  In  the  level,  near  Mille  Crux,  on 
Nov.  12,  small  pike  took  the  live  bait  four  times. 
Some  fairly  decent  sport  on  the  part  of  local  rodmen 
was  reported  a  little  later  from  Stanford  Bridge.  In  the 
shop  window  of  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  the  fine  Derwent  roach, 
weighing  21b.  Goz.,  which  has  been  set  up  by  Cooper 
&  Co.,  London,  has  been  on  view,  also  a  chub  of 
51b.  3oz.,  also  caught  by  the  same  angler.  The  salmon 
season  on  the  Esk  closed  with  Mr.  Moore's  record 
capture  of  a  fish  that  weighed  211b.,  several  of  the 
fish  secured  by  him  weighing  from  IHId.  to  171b.  Two 
of  141b.  and  IGlb.  were  landed  by  Mr.  Turnbull,  one 
of  181b.  by  Mr.  Linton,  and  one  of  101b.  by  Mr. 
English. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

A  succession  of  gales  and  rain  storms  have  been 
much  in  evidence  since  last  notes  generally  through- 
out the  country.  The  accounts  from  all  the  principal 
spawning  rivers  in  the  south  of  Ireland  have  been 
most  satisfactory,  and  a  good  spring  angling  season  is 
confidently  looked  forward  to  in  those  parts.  The  sea 
fishing  returns  show  that  fishing  has  been  generally 
poor,  and  that  few  anglers  have  been  out.  Several  poach- 
ing prosecutions  have  taken  place  recently,  and  parties 
convicted  have  been  substantially  fined.  Large  shoals 
of  mackerel  and  scad  have  passed  around  Bolus  Head, 
heading  northwards  and  keeping  close  to  the  f>horo. 
Anglers  on  the  look-out  for  those  fish  should  have  a 
good  time  between  now  and  Christmas  if  the  weather 
keeps  any  way  favourable. 


CLOSE  OF  THE  ANGLING  SEASON  ON 
THE  ANNAN  AND  NITH. 


The  rod  fishing  on  these  rivers  terminated  for  the 
season  on  Nov.  15  under  favourable  conditions  as  to 
waters.  Angling  opened  on  Feb.  25  in  both  these 
rivers,  and  the  spring  salmon  fishing  was  excessively 
poor  indeed.  Only  a  few  fish  were  caught  in  the 
opening  weeks.  As  a  rule  the  spring  fish  run  about 
an  average  of  101b.  ;  but  during  the  past  spring  an 
odd  fish  or  two  were  caught  with  fly  and  weighed 
fully  201b.  each.  These  were  not  by  any  means  well- 
mended  kelts.  The  writer  had  the  pleasure  of  tasting 
one  of  over  201b  ,  and  the  flavour  and  condi- 
tion of  the  fish  was  far  superior  to  any 
summer  or  autumn  one.  The  sea-trout  migration, 
was  a  late  one.  Odd  trout  began  to  run  at  the  end  of 
March,  but  they  did  not  show  up  at  all  well  in  the 
Solway  nets  until  May.  Eventually  the  show  of  trout 
was  an  excellent  one,  and  probably  there  has  not  been 
such  a  good  run  of  sea-trout  in  the  Solway  for  eight  or 
ten  years.  A  number  of  fine  ones  were  taken  by  the 
rods  at  the  end  of  June  and  during  July,  when  trout 
of  4^1b.  were  caught  mostly  with  tho  night  fly.  The 
sea-trout  were  followed  by  the  grilse  and  herling. 
The  show  of  the  former  in  the  nets  was  a  disappointing 
one,  and  very  few  were  caught  by  anglers.  The  her- 
ling made  a  good  show,  especially  in  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  Annan  during  the  latter  part  of  July  and  part 
of  the  following  month.  Many  splendid  baskets  of 
these  fine  sporting  fish  were  caught  during  the  day- 
time, in  bright  sunshine,  with  the  clear  water  worm. 
The  brandling  gave  rather  better  sport  than  the  red 
pink  tails.  Those  who  used  exclusively  the  small  day 
fly  did  fairly  well,  though  the  creels  of  herling  taken 
with  the  small  day  fly  did  not  generally  exceed 
twenty.  Anglers  who  fished  during  the  long  summer 
nights  with  fly  had  splendid  baskets  of  herling 
in  the  lower  waters  of  the  Annan.  The  silver 
bodied  fly  with  blue  wing  did  not  kill  so  well  as 
the  claret  body  and  the  ooncrake  wing,  which 
accounted  for  the  best  baskets.    A  looal  angler  is 
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credited  with  having  discovered  or  invented  a  fly  that 
proved  beyond  doubt  one  of  the  most  deadly  flies  ever 
oast  on  the  water.  Herling  continued  to  run  on  even 
to  the  clo3e  of  the  rod  fishing,  but  as  a  rule  little 
attention  is  given  to  them  when  there  is  a  chance  of 
the  nobler  fish — the  salmon — rising  to  the  fly,  after 
the  nets  la  the  flrth  come  off  for  the  season  on  Sept.  9. 
The  autuoan  salmon  made  a  poorahosv  during  Septem- 
ber, when  the  netting  ceased.  The  rivers  ran  low  for 
a  time,  but  towards  the  end  of  the  month  a  number  of 
salmon  begin  to  run. 

By  Oct.  20  a  goodly  number  of  fish  had  entered  the 
river,  but  they  were  exceediagly  shy  in  taking  the  fly. 
A  series  of  floods  took  place  during  the  month  and  the 
fi,h  had  the  best  opportunity  of  running  inland.  For 
fully  three  weeks  prior  to  the  close,  flood  followed 
flood,  and  the  up  and  down  condition  of  the  rivers 
apparently  kept  the  salmon  on  the  move.  There  was 
an  excellent  show  of  fish  in  the  pools,  but  the  back- 
end  was  a  remarkably  poor  one  for  fish  rising  to 
the  fly.  Many  well-known  anglers  that  have  killed 
salmon  every  back-end  for  over  twenty  ,  years  or  more 
did  not  take  a  single  fish  during  the  whole  back  end. 
As  usual  a  number  of  large  salmon  were  hooked  and 
lost  to  the  fly.  Probably  more  salmon  were  taken 
with  the  worm  bait  than  with  any  other  lure  this 
autumn.  This  was  especially  the  case  in  the  Four 
Towns  water  of  the  Annan  where  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  fish  fell  to  this  particular  bait  fished  in  the  clear 
water  and  close  to  the  banks  where  the  fish  lay. 
Probably  the  best  record  in  the  Annan  in  so  far  as 
regards  weight  was  four  fish  averaging  251b.  each, 
which  fell  to  the  rod  of  an  angler  in  this  river. 

The  following  anglers  in  the  Annan  were  successful 
in  landing  salmon  during  the  last  three  closing  days : — 
In  Sir  Robert  Jardine'a  Castlemilk  water,  Colonel 
Bell-Iiving  killed  four  salmon  ;  Miss  Johnstone- 
Broodholm  killed  one  of  191b.  on  Friday,  Nov.  14, 
and  a  fish  of  271b.  on  the  closing  day.  Mr.  W.  O. 
Bell-Irving  did  not  fish  after  Oct.  27  owing  to  a 
sprained  shoulder.  He  landed  several  fish  prior  to 
that  date.  Mr.  J.  Ball  killed  one  of  22Jlb.  In  Mr. 
Brooks'  water  at  Hoddom  Castle  fourteen  rods  were 
out  on  the  closing  day.  One  of  about  121b.  was  killed 
in  "  the  Laird's  cast,"  rendered  famous  by  Red 
Spinner  in  his  "  mixed  bag."  Singularly  it  was  the 
laird,  Mr.  Brook,  who  killed  the  fish,  the  only  one 
taken  in  the  Hoddom  water  on  Saturday  (Nov.  15). 
Mr.  Charles  Inglis,  Eoclefechan,  landed  one  in  the 
upper  pool  of  Hoddom  Bridge  on  the  previous  day, 
which  weighed  241b.  In  the  Mount  Annan  water,  on 
Nov.  14,  Mr.  Pasley-Dirom,  the  proprietor,  killed  one 
of  5Jlb.  in  the  Back  of  the  Wood  pool.  Mr.  Dirom  had 
seven  or  eight  fish  during  the  back  end,  and  his 
keeper  about  half  a  dozen.  This  water,  as  also 
Hoddom  Castle,  did  not  fish  well  during  the  autumn, 
owing  to  the  salmon  running  through  to  the  upper 
waters.  In  the  Hightae  waters  of  the  Four  Towns  a 
number  of  nice  fish  were  caught  with  the  worm  bait 
on  Saturday  (Nov.  15).  Mr.  Thomas  Dabie,  Mofiat, 
killed  one  of  151b. ;  Mr.  William  Varie,  Lockerbie, 
caught  two  of  151b.  and  71b.  ;  Mr.  Geo.  Scott, 
Townfoot,  Lockerbie,  took  one  of  61b. ;  Mr.  William 
Kerr,  Hightae,  landed  one  of  161b. ;  Mr.  W.  Wightman, 
Lockerbie,  took  one  cn  Nov.  13  which  weighed 
201b. ;  Mr.  James  Gardiner  took  one  of  201b. ;  and 
Mr.  James  Buchanan  one  of  171b.  In  the  North- 
field  water  nothing  was  done  during  the  closing  week, 
and  the  same  state  of  matters  were  reported  from  the 
town  waters  at  Annan.  There  were  plenty  of  fish 
rising,  but  they  would  not  take  any  of  the  lures 
offered.  Mr.  C.  A.  Payton,  the  King's  Consul  at 
Calais,  fished  the  Annan  on  the  last  two  days  without 
success.  A  number  of  visitors  from  England  were 
out  on  the  higher  waters.  An  odd  fish  was  caught  in 
Wamphray  and  Mofiat  reaches.  Extra  attention  will 
now  have  to  be  given  to  the  upper  waters  by  the 
bailifls  as  a  good  many  of  the  salmon  are  taken  every 
back-end  from  the  spawning  bads  by  poachers.  The 
NiTH  — A  large  number  of  salmon  also  ascended  the 
Dumfries  Nith  during  the  last  three  weeks  of  the 
season.  As  in  the  case  of  the  other  district  rivers  the 
fish  did  not  rise  at  all  freely  to  the  fly.  Ihe  sport 
among  the  rods  was  even  worse  than  that  of  the 
Annan.  Many  of  the  pools  gave  disappointing 
results,  and  well-known  anglers  did  not  kill  over 
a  couple  of  salmon  during  the  whole  autumn. 
In  the  lower  reaches  near  the  town  the  fishing  was 
a  fiilure.  A  number  of  nice  fish  were  taken  in  the 
Auld  Girth  and  Close  Burn  reaches.  Several  fell  to 
the  rodj  on  the  Cowhill  Tower  water  above  Holy  wood. 
A  few  were  also  caught  in  the  Mid-Nithsdale  portion 
below  the  ducal  village  of  Thornhill.  The  Sanquhar 
portion  did  not  fish  very  well  this  year. 

It  was  reported  that  the  keepers  on  the  Duke  of 
Buccleuch's  water  at  Drumlanrig  Castle  had  a  few  fish 
during  the  closing  week.  The  only  river  in  the 
eouth  of  Scotland  now  open  for  angling  is  the  Urr 
of  Galloway,  which  closes  at  the  end  of  November. 
It  is  a  small  river,  though  some  good  fish  have  been 
taken  in  it  during  late  years.  Little  has  been  done 
this  season  I  hear.  There  are  still  many  salmon  in 
the  Solway  to  migrate  to  the  rivers. 

Hbathebbbll, 


ilofes  from  lt)e  ^oxt^). 

On  Tuesday  (Nov.  11)  the  grave  closed  over  all  that 
was  mortal  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  fishermen 
that  ever  cast  a  line  on  the  silvery  waters  of  the  Dee 
when  old  Angus  Mcintosh  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  old 
churchyard  at  Braemar  with  all  the  rites  of  a  high- 
land chief. 


Angus  was  ninety-three  years  of  age,  and  but  for 
physical  weakness  retained  all  his  mental  faculties  to 
the  end.  Oaly  last  summer  he  fancied  that  if  he 
could  but  once  get  to  the  waterside  and  the  rod 
placed  in  his  hand  he  would  soon  be  "into  him" — 
that  is,  a  salmon. 


He  was  a  great  favourite  of  the  late  Qaeen,  as  also 
the  present  King,  who  enjoyed  an  hour  with  old  Angus 
on  the  hill  chsittiag  and  gossiping  about  deer  and 
salmon  better  perhaps  than  the  company  of  some  of 
those  of  nobler  birth. 


Lord  and  Lady  Aberdeen  are  to  be  made  the 
recipients  of  a  massive  silver  bowl,  to  commemorate 
the  auspicious  event  of  their  silver  wedding,  which  will 
be  subscribed  for  by  the  Aberdeen  tenantry  on  their 
estates  in  the  north.  Lord  Aberdeen  is  one  of  the 
most  liberal  patrons  the  angler  has  in  the  north. 


The  death  of  Captain  Dunbar-Brander,  at  Elgin, 
on  Nov.  16,  removes  a  noted  figure  from  sporting 
circles  in  the  north.  A  good  shot,  a  good  angler  in 
his  day,  and  a  naturalist  of  no  mean  order,  he  leaves 
few  behind  to  fill  his  place. 


The  statement  that  the  late  Mr.  Panmure  Gordon 
never  fished  the  Dee  is  not  true.  I  once  gafied  an  8lb. 
salmon  for  him  at  the  Willow-bed  pool  on  the  Norton 
House  water,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  when  he  was  staying 
with  the  late  Mr.  Lamond.  Last  Christmas  he  sent 
me  a  present  of  one  of  his  famous  collies  as  a  remem- 
brance of  his  angling  and  sporting  days  on  Deeside, 
and  she  is  lying  at  my  feet  as  I  write. 


Yet  the  "  Gordon  Ply  "  has  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  the  late  Mr.  Panmure  Gordon.  It  was  compiled 
by  another  Gordon  altogether,  and  has  a  history  in 
itself.  It  would  be  a  pity  to  introduce  another 
"Gordon."  "Panmure"  might  do,  but  not  another 
"  Gordon." 


The  Dee  was  in  fine  fettle  for  fish  getting  up  last 
week,  and  from  all  accounts  there  will  be  a  splendid 
spawning  season.  Never  were  there  so  many  fish 
seen  in  the  upper  waters,  the  pools  being  quite  crowded. 


I  have  it  on  good  authority  that  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  Fife  are  to  winter  at  Mar  Lodge  by  order 
of  the  highest  medical  authority  for  the  benefit  of 
Her  Royal  Highness's  health. 


Of  course  the  Duchess's  salmon-rod  is  laid  down  for 
the  nonce,  but  time  will  not  hang  heavily  on  her 
hands  for  all  that.  Even  although  she  may  be  snowed 
up  in  the  depths  of  the  mountain  fastness,  sledging 
with  the  first  fall  of  the  winter's  snow  is  a  pleasure  one 
never  tires  of,  and  there  are  abundant  opportunities 
at  Mar  Lodge  and  round  about. 


The  Prince  of  Wales  is  to  pay  a  spring  visit  to 
Deeside  probably  towards  the  end  of  March  or  begin- 
ning of  April.  Everything  will  depend  on  the  season 
whether  the  spring  will  be  an  early  or  late  one,  and 
till  January  has  run  out  no  one  can  foretell  that. 


For  being  "  among  the  crows "  John  Mackie, 
Aberdeen,  was  mulcted  in  the  sum  of  £1  15s.  the 
other  day  at  the  Aberdeen  Sherifi  Court.  The  other 
three  "  crows  "  had  taken  a  salmon  from  the  Don  by 
means  of  a  gaff  and  made  off,  leaving  poor  John,  who 
was  only  looking  on,  to  "  pay  the  piper."  Geo.  Milne, 
his  chum,  however,  was  ultimately  "  winged,"  and  is 
now  in  prison. 


Inspector  Duncan  has  been  exceedingly  successful 
this  season  in  his  annual  collection  of  ova  for  the  Dee 
Fishery  Board's  hatchery  at  Durris. 


Inspector  Martin,  of  the  Don  Fishery  Board,  has  to 
be  complimented  on  the  adroit  manner  he  transferred 
five  hundred  live  salmon  some  two  miles  up  the  river 
past  the  dam  dykes.  Only  two  per  cent,  of  a  loss  is 
nothing.  In  "  transplanting  "  plaice  and  other  fish 
anything  under  twenty-five  per  cent,  is  reckoned  good 
work.  Special  Scotch. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  Issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
puljlished  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  CATALOGUKof  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  Uistoriea, 
and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  had  on  application. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ou/raelves  responsible  for  the  opimioni 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents,] 


A  REPORTED  3|LB.  THAMES  ROACH. 
Deae  Sir, — I  searched  my  Fisldng  Gazette  on 
Saturday  diligently  for  mention  of  a  roach  being 
ciught  at  Walton  weighing  SJlb.,  but  did  not  find  it. 
Being  a  finherman  who  likes  to  go  after  whoppers,  I 
wonder  if  it  is  true ;  if  so,  I  will  hie  myself  to  Walton 
bent  on  getting  one  of  these  big  'u  'S. 

The  enclosed  cutting  was  taken  from  the  Daily 
Telegraph  of  Nov.  14,  1902.— Yours  truly, 

FaBDK.  Steeet. 
Here  is  the  Daily  Telegraph  report : — 

"  The  waters  protected  by  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society  have  been  rendered  for  all  time 
famous  by  the  capture  at  Walton  of  a  3|Ib.  roach, 
which  we  have  no  hefaitation  in  saying  is  the  largest 
fish  of  its  species  taken  out  of  the  Thames  of  which 
there  is  any  record.  The  fortunate  captor  was  Mr. 
Harrington.  Even  in  famous  roach  rivers,  such  as 
the  Hampshire  Avon,  many  years  pass  without  such 
a  fine  roach  being  taken.  'This  particular  fish  was, 
we  understand,  caught  on  leger  tackle,  the  bait  being 
a  lob  worm." 

[I  have  heard  nothing  about  the  capture  of  this 
giant  roach,  and  have  very  little  faith  in  its  weight. 
I  hear  since  that  the  3|lb.  roach  turns  out  to  be  a 
2^  lb.  chub.  It  would  have  been  curious  if  Mr. 
Amphlett  had  not  heard  of  a  genuine  3Jlb.  roach. 
Since  writing  this  I  have  seen  Mr.  Ampnlett,  who 
tells  me  the  fish  was  a  2|lb.  chub — a  nice  fish  to  make 
a  fuss  about  1— Ed.] 


MODEL  PARFAIT  HOOKS. 
Dear  Sir, — Permit  me  to  thank  Messrs.  S.  AUcock 
&  Co.  through  you  for  kindly  sending  ma  a  series  of 
their  Model  Parfait  hooks.  I  have  no  doubt  I  could 
have  obtained  them  blind.  My  diffioulty  was  to  get 
them  eyed.  I  have  taken  the  smallest  one  sent  by 
Messrs.  Allcock  &  Co.  and  dressed  a  small  Yellow 
Dun  on  it.  It  is  called  No.  16  on  the  card.  But 
pray  compare  it  with  the  ordinary  No.  16  sneck  which 
I  enclose.  It  is  the  same  pattern  in  a  common  York- 
shire size,  but  it  could  not  be  tied  on  a  Model  Parfait 
hook  because  there  are  none  small  enough. 

Eyed  v.  Blind  Hooks. 

Let  me  take  this  occasion  to  protest  against  a 
vicious  cycle  of  reasoning  which  I  trace  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  8  and  15.  I  say  in  my  letter 
that  ''for  wet  fly  fishing  in  the  smaller  sizes  eyed 
hooks  are  less  satisfactory  than  blind  hooks,"  and  at 
the  end  I  add,  "  Some  eyed  hooks  are  less  clumsy  in 
the  eye  than  others,  but  in  my  experience  very  small 
eyes  are  cruelly  hard  on  fine  gut."  The  editorial 
comment  is,  "  I  don't  object  to  the  eye,  even  on  a 
No.  000,  as  in  practice  it  is  quite  easy  to  float  these 
flies  on  eyed  hooks."  From  this  your  correspondent 
"  Benwyan  "  takes  heart  to  say,  "  Still,  I  agree  with 
you,  Mr.  Editor,  that  eyes  to  ordinary  trout  hooks  are 
not  objectionable  as  to  weight."  Now  I  protest  I 
never  objected  to  eyed  hooks  in  the  smiilest  sizes  for 
floating  flies.  I  habitu<illy  use  eyed  hooks  for  floaters 
in  all  sizes.  Bat  the  000  and  00  hooks  require  large 
eyes  or  they  are  "  cruelly  hard  on  fine  gut." 

I  object  to  small  eyes  for  floaters  in  the  smill  sizes, 
I  object  to  any  eyes  at  all  for  wet  flies  in  the  small 
sizes,  and  I  do  not  think  your  editorial  note  to  my 
letter  (based  as  it  is  on  the  assumption  that  by  smill 
eyes  I  meant  small  hooks  with  any  size  of  eye)  can  be 
called  in  aid  by  "  Banwyan  "  to  prop  his  proposition 
that  eyes  to  ordinary  trout  hooKs  (if  he  means  for 
wet  fly  purposes)  are  not  objectionable  as  to  weight. 

Let  me  add  that  in  the  very  small  sizes  of  eyed 
hook  very  small  eyes  are  to  my  mind  hard  oa  tine 
gut  whether  the  flies  be  fished  dry  or  wet,  whereas 
big  eyes  are  for  wet  flies  disproportionately  clumsy 
and  heavy. — Yours,  etc.,  Val  Cokson. 

[In  the  sample  flies  which  "  Val  Conson "  has 
dressed— and  I  never  saw  flies  better  dressed — the 
hook  of  the  "  Parfait  "  is  the  same  length  in  the  shank 
but  nearly  twice  as  large  in  the  bend,  and  in  my 
opinion  the  non  parfait  is  in  this  size  more  parfait 
than  the  "  Parfait."  Why  Messrs.  Allcock  want  to  go 
to  France  for  a  name  for  their  hook  may  not  ba 
obvious,  but  I  believe  these  hooks  were  originally 
made  for  the  French  market.  I  hope  "ValConson" 
will  tell  us  why  he  thinks  the  eye  is  hard  on  fine  gut. 
How  can  it  be  harder  than  the  end  of  the  shank 
of  hook  to  which  fine  gut  is  whipped  ?  If  in  all  the 
other  sizes  the  eyed  fly  is  less  hard  on  the  gut  than  the 
blind  hook,  why  is  it  otherwise  in  the  smallest  size  ? 
As  a  wet  fly  angler,  I  do  not  object  to  the  term  blind 
hook,  which  we  owe  to  "Val  Conson,"  and  think  it 
will  be  very  useful.  But  I  know  some  north  country- 
men who  get  their  "danders  riz"  when  told  their 
style  is  "chuck  and  chance  it,"  but  if  told  it  is 
"  chuok  and  chance  it  with  a  blind  fly,"  there'll  ba 
wigs  on  the  green. — Ed.] 


November  22,  1902 


THAT  "35LB."  BROWN  TROUT. 

Deab  Sib, — Dan  O'Fea  is  quite  correct  in  stating 
that  a  brown  trout  of  351b.  weight  was  taken  in  Lough 
Neagh  in  September.  I  bought  half  the  fish  in  Antrim 
in  the  street  as  I  was  driving  through,  and  regretted 
very  much  that  the  whole  of  it  could  not  be  procured, 
the  fish  was  such  a  large  one,  but  it  had  been  cut  up 
either  that  day  or  the  day  previous,  and  I  could  not 
manage  to  get  hold  of  the  head  and  shoulders.  The 
half  I  bought  weighed  17  J  lb  ,  and  was  the  tail  end.  I 
do  not  think  I  exaggerated  the  weight  when  telling 
Dan  it  was  351b.  201b.  brown  trout  on  Doloughan 
are  of  very  common  occurrence  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  season  here,  and  the  quantities  of  trout  taken  by 
net  on  Lough  Neagh  amounts  to  many  tons  in  the 
eeason.  I  do  not  believe  any  other  water  holds  such 
enormous  fish,  but  no  one  succeeds  in  catching  them 
■with  rod  and  line.  There  is  a  grand  chance  for  some 
one  to  break  a  record  on  this  water.  It  is  all  free  and 
easily  got  at,  and  the  hotels  are  very  moderate  in 
charges.  I  will  have  much  pleasure,  sir,  next  season 
in  sending  you  a  trout  that  will  weigh  over  the 
201b.  13oz. — Yours  truly,  Bebnabd  Mbenan. 

[Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Meenan.  But  how  does  he 
know  he  did  not  get  the  biggest  half  ? — Ed  ] 


"AERIAL,"  NOT  "ARIEL." 

Deab  Sib, — I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  the 
kind  mention  of  my  reel  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Nov.  15  re  the  capture  of  the58Jlb.  salmon  in  Norway, 
I  am  told  by  gentlemen  who  have  fished  in  Norway 
that  several  expert  fishers  use  it  in  salmon  fishing. 
May  I  point  out  the  name  of  the  reel  is  "  Aerial,"  not 
"  Ariel,"  as  mentioned  in  your  editorial  note.  The 
reels  are  made  by  Messrs.  S.  AUcock  and  Co.,  of 
Redditch. — Faithfully  yours,  Heney  C  xon. 

Nottingham. 


CARDIFF  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Deab  Sib, — We  are  moving  here  to  form  a  South 
Wales  and  Monmouthshire  Anglers'  Association,  to 
have  for  its  objects  the  furtherance  of  anglers'  rights, 
and  among  other  things  to  give  special  attention  to 
opposing  the  killing  of  undersized  trout,  numbers  of 
which  are  exposed  for  sale  annually  in  fishmongers' 
shops.  As  soon  as  matters  are  sufficiently  developed, 
it  is  intended  to  issue  a  circular  to  each  angling  body 
in  the  district,  setting  forth  a  programme,  and  asking 
suggestions  and  co-operation.  Meanwhile,  I  am 
endeavouring  to  obtain  all  necessary  information  to 
enable  this  circular  to  be  issued,  and,  if  it  would  not 
be  taking  up  too  much  of  your  valuable  space,  I 
should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  would  insert  this 
letter  in  the  next  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  in 
order  that  any  society  seeing  it,  and  which  has  not 
already  received  intimation,  may  communicate  with 
me. — Yours  faithfully,  EB^fEST  Websteb, 

Penarth.  Hon,  Sec. 


DROPPER  ATTACHMENTS. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  a  note  of  mine  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  15,  p.  355,  I  named  fine  steel 
wire  after  inspecting  several  casts  used  last  year  and 
before  then,  on  which  the  same  wire  used  as  eyes  or 
buckles  had  escaped  rust,  Dialgi  ^  their  liability  to  this 
in  common  with  fly  hooks.  The  fine  steel  wire  is  very 
light,  but  such  short  lengths  of  fine,  hard  brass  wire 
would  do  as  well  where  the  eyes  afford  passage,  or  can 
be  used  of  a  suitable  size.  Not  infrequently  the  toggle 
in  place  rests  nearly  parallel  with  the  link,  thus 
becoming  leas  visible.  The  main  advantage  of  the 
fixture  is  the  rapidity  with  which  changes  can  be 
made.— Yours  truly,  Benwyan, 


FISHING  AT  SIERRA  LEONE  AND  IN  THE 
CANARY  ISLANDS. 

Dear  Sib, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
give  me  any  information  as  to  fishing  (either  sea  or 
fresh  water)  in  Sierra  Leone,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Freetown,  or  in  the  Canary  Islands,  and  also  if  there 
is  anything  to  shoot  in  either  place. — Yours  faithfully, 

Qaeenstown.  W.  Wailes. 

[Sorry  I  cannot  help  Mr.  Wailes  about  Sierra  Leone, 
but  can  advise  him  to  get  a  copy  of  Mr.  A.  Samler 
Brown's  excellent  guide  to  Madeira,  the  Canary 
Islands,  and  the  Azores,  published  by  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  &  Co.,  price  2s.  Od.  On  pages  315  to  320  he 
will  find  some  useful  information  and  a  list  of  a  great 
many  aea  fish.  The  eel  is  the  only  river  fish  mentioned. 
—Ed.] 


EYED  V.  BLIND  HOOKS. 

Deab  Sib, — I  am  not  at  all  surprised  at  "  Benwyan  " 
adopting  the  course  he  has  taken  with  regard  to  my 
letter  on  the  above  subject  in  the  FiiJnng  Gazette  of 
Nov.  8,  and  I  think  if  you  will  note  some  of  his 
remarks  on  my  letter  of  Oct.  11,  wh'ch  was  in  answer 
to  "New  Subscriber's"  letter  of  Sept.  27  and  your 
footnote  thereto  asking  for  the  experience  of  anglers 
generally,  you  will  admit  that  none  of  my  remarks  in 
my  letter  of  Nov.  8  were  uncalled  for. 
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"  Benwyan  "  tried  to  make  ine  "  look  small  "  by 
some  rather  severe  criticisms  on  my  advice  to  "  New 
Subscriber."  I  am  sorry  if  I  have  hurt  "  Benwyan's  " 
feelings,  but  he  should  consider  the  feelings  of  othern. 

He  can  be  as  much  amused  as  he  likes  at  my  tying 
wet  and  floating  flies'  wings  on  in  the  same  way.  I£ 
he  will  take  the  trouble  to  read  my  letter  of  Oct.  11 
he  will  see  that  I  advocate  scant  wings  made  to  lie 
flat  for  the  former  (see  sketches  marked  Fig.  2  in  my 
letter  of  Nov.  8).  The  wet  fly,  which  you  will  observe 
is  nearest  the  natural  insect,  gives  you  a  fair  idea  of 
what  I  mean. 

I  may  say  in  conclusion  that  I  have  "  no  axe  to 
grind"  in  this  matter.  I  simply  gave  my  advice  to 
"  New  Subscriber  "  as  a  brother  angler,  advice  which, 
by  the  way — whether  it  meats  with  "Benwyan's" 
approval  or  not — is  thoroughly  sound,  as  I  am  pre- 
pared to  prove  to  anyone. 

This  is  the  last  letter  I  will  write  on  this  subject  in 
the  present  controversy,  as  I  think  it  is  time  to  stop 
when  it  degenerates  into  a  newspaper  war  between 
two  individuals.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — 
Yours  sincerely,  Peter  Alison. 

Redditch. 

[Mr.  Alison  tried  to  punch  "  Benwyan's  "  eye,  or  at 
any  rate  his  eyed  hook,  and  then  says  it  is  time  to 
stop  !    However,  it  is  all  right  now. — Ed  ] 


THE  GRAYLING. 

Deab  Sib, — In  diving  into  the  Fishing  Gazette  week 
by  week  it  has  been  my  custom  for  many  years  to  look 
out  for  any  new  indictment  against  our  oft  persecuted 
fish,  the  grayling. 

On  perusing  your  last  issue,  I  am  glad  to  find  not 
only  a  strong  partisan  in  Mr.  W.  Watson,  but  an 
editorial  note  that  ought  to  satisfy  the  whole  fishing 
world  as  to  both  his  sporting  and  edible  qualities.  As 
for  myself,  half  a  century  has  not  cooled  the  fire  of 
my  admiration  or  abated  my  desire  to  cast  a  Red  Tag 
or  a  Coachman  over  his  quick  and  discriminating  eye, 
and  a  few  stones'  throw  from  my  dwelling-house  brings 
me  to  the  battle-ground. 

That  I  had  studied  the  habitat  and  gone  through  a 
series  of  experiments  in  both  breeding  and  transplant- 
ing S.  thymallus  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  satisfy  you 
of  in  1892,  when  you  accepted  and  published  a  series 
of  articles  thereon  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  commencing 
March  26  of  that  year.  I  hope  I  am  not  becoming 
egotistical  at  this  late  period  of  my  life  when  I  invite 
any  brother  of  the  angle  who  knows  little  and  would 
fain  know  more  of  this  charming  fish  to  look  back  to 
the  aforesaid  date,  should  he  be  so  fortunate  as  to 
have  filed  the  Fishing  Gazette  as  your  humble  servant 
has  done. 

I  take  it  that  at  least  one  of  your  reasons,  sir,  for 
inviting  correspondence  on  rivers  containing  grayling 
is  to  clear  up  the  oft  disputed,  or  perhaps  better,  the 
pretty  general  belief  of  their  preponderance  over  and 
disadvantages  of  co-partnership  with  trout.  Be  it  far 
from  me  to  dispute  what  has  happened  on  the  Till  in 
Northumberland — nay,  I  accept  it  with  this  proviso, 
that  it  is  more  an  isolated  than  a  general  case.  But 
why  this  preponderance?  It  thymallus  is  thrown 
upon  the  bank  as  unworthy  a  place  in  the  creel  or  the 
table  of  the  epicurean,  then  I  say  the  public  palate 
is  at  fault.  Here,  in  the  classic  Dove,  or  its  tributary 
the  Blythe,  we  not  only  value  his  flesh  and  sport- 
giving  qualities  as  we  do  trout,  but  we  turnout  to  lure 
him  on  a  frosty  morning,  when  the  winter  sun  gleams 
on  the  crystal  waters  and  the  ephcmerida;  steal  from 
Nature  one  more  short  spell  of  animated  life.  As  to 
the  two  livers  I  have  named,  I  cannot  speak 
positively  of  the  former  (perhaps  the  "  Amateur 
Angler"  or  our  editor  can  tell  us),  but  of  the  latter  I 
can  with  truth  assert  that  the  balance  has  been 
evenly  sustained  between  fario  and  tlnj7nallus  to  my 
certain  knowledge  for  the  last  forty  years — indeed,  a 
fish  census  would  still  be  in  favour  of  the  former. 
Of  course,  the  conditions  of  rivers  vary,  as  do  the 
insect  and  molluscan  life  found  in  them,  and  we 
cannot  afford  to  ignore  this  when  we  seek  for  reasons 
of  preponderance  in  the  various  forms  of  fish  life. 
For  inbtance,  an  absence  of  the  minnow  would  drive 
fario  to  prey  upon  the  young  of  the  grayling,  whereas 
trout  fry  would  pass  to  a  great  extent  unmolested  in 
the  habitat  of  the  latter  fish.  Again,  there  might  be 
a  plentiful  supply  of  minnow  and  a  scarcity  of  larval 
and  molluscan  life.  Both  these  conditions  would 
operate  more  or  less  in  fario' s  favour  and  against  that 
of  thymallus. 

In  seeking  reasons  for  preponderance  of  grayling 
over  trout,  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  average  of 
ova  in  trout  might  be  taken  at  a  thousand  or  a  little 
over,  whereas  in  grayling  probably  thrice  that  number 
would  be  near  the  mark.  Again,  the  ova  of  the  former 
have  to  stand  the  wear  and  wash  of  the  winter  floods, 
and  occupy  nearly  treble  the  period  in  hatching,  hence 
the  great  waste.  That  of  the  latter,  deposited  in 
April,  have  all  the  advantages  of  temperature  and 
rapidity  of  development. 

If  I  might  venture  my  advice  to  those  interested  in 
the  Till  fishery  it  would  be — lay  down  fario  yearlings 
and  reduce  the  number  of  trout  rods  pro  tern. 
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Educate  the  people  to  the  exquisite  qualities  of 
thymallus  as  food  fit  for  a  king,  and  increase  the 
number  of  winter  fishers  for  him.  This,  with  a  little 
judicious  netting  to  take  out  superfluous  numbers, 
and  trust  to  Nature  to  do  the  rest.  With  thanks  in 
anticipation.— Yours  truly,  F.  S.  Pebkin. 

ROACH  OR  RUDD. 
Deab  Sib, — Regarding  the  letter  of  Mr.  Kelly's  in 
your  issue  of  Nov.  15,  if  he  will  forward  me  his  address 
I  will  send  him  a  rudd. — Yours  obediently, 
Torcross  Hotel,  Wm.  Vickeey. 

Kingsbridge,  South  Devon. 


SWIVEL  MADE  OUT  OF  AN  OLD  WATCH-KEY. 

Dear  Sib, — As  some  of  your  readers  doubtless  take 
pride  in  making  their  own  tackle,  the  enclosed  idea  of 
a  swivel  made  out  of  an  old  watch-key  may  possibly 
interest  them ;  it  has  the  merit  of  strength,  and  I 
should  imagine  would  answer  very  well  for  sea  or  pike 
tackle. — Yours  faithfully,  D. 

Canterbury. 

[The  swivel  my  correspondent  sends  is  ingenious, 
but  not  nearly  so  strong  as  it  loots,  as  the  cap  on  the 
pin  came  off  with  the  least  pull ;  if  it  had  a  solid  head 
like  a  pin  it  would  be  strong  enough. — Ed.] 


MR.  OVERBECK'S  CATCH  OP  PIKE. 

Sir, — Mr.  Overbeck's  catch  of  pike  has  an  interest 
for  me  for  two  reasons — first,  because  I  know  the 
place  he  caught  them  at  very  well  indeed,  and  secondly, 
because  in  my  angling  scrapbook  I  find  an  even  better 
record  than  Mr.  Overbeck's.  That  gentleman  caught 
thirty-one  pike,  weighing  187Jlb.,  which  works  out  at 
an  average  of  about  Gib.  each.  The  best  pike  record  I 
know  of  is  to  the  credit  of  a  York  gentleman  named 
Sohroeder,  fishing  in  Hornsea  Mere,  near  Hull.  In 
one  day  he  took  sixty-five  pike,  totalling  34Slb.,  the 
heaviest  fish  scaling  13Jlb.  That  is  not  all,  however, 
for  on  the  previous  day  he  took  1001b.  The  year  pre- 
viously the  station-master  at  Hornsea,  bearing  the 
very  suitable  name  of  Mr.  Train,  landed  251^1b.  of 
pike  in  one  day.  The  heaviest  fish  taken  out  of  the 
water  was  281b.  Surely  these  figures  constitute  a 
record  in  pike  fishing '?  If  I  live  till  Christmas,  I  hope 
to  have  a  few  days  on  Hornsea  Mere. — Yours  truly, 

Lancaster.  E.  Phillips. 


WHAT  SEA  FISHING  IS  THERE  AT  FALMOUTH 
AND  FOWEY  ABOUT  CHRISTMAS  TIME  ? 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  pleasure  in  becoming  a  sub- 
scriber to  this  most  interesting  paper,  and  therefore 
enclose  5s.  4d.  (six  months'  subscription). 

The  query  I  want  a  reply  to  is  this  : — What  sort  of 
fishing  can  be  had  off  the  coast  of  Cornwall — say,  at 
Falmouth  or  Powey — at  Christmas  time,  what  facili- 
ties are  offered  for  the  sport,  and  what  tackle,  bait, 
etc.,  is  it  advisable  to  take  down  ? — Yours  truly, 

Hampstead,  N.W.  E.  C. 

[I  hope  "Noss  Mayo"  and  Mr.  Hearder  may  be 
able  to  answer  this  query. — Ed.] 


UNDERSIZED  FISH  AT  HENLEY-ON-THAMES. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  allow  me  a  small  space  in  your 
valuable  paper  to  defend  the  statement  I  made  in  my 
fishing  report  appearing  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Nov.  1,  and  so  strongly  taken  exception  to  by  Mr.  A. 
E.  Hobbs  in  your  last  week's  issue,  that  the  statement 
was  "  inaccurate,  imputative,  and  likely  to  convey  a 
wrong  impression  to  anyone."  I  strongly  deny  this, 
and  1  am  prepared  to  substantiate  the  statement  in 
every  particular.  In  regard  to  the  honorary 
river  keepers  I  admit  that  the  appointments 
are  made  by  the  Thames  Conservancy,  but 
surely  Mr.  Hobbs  would  not  wish  me  to  believe,  or  to 
think  that  I  am  so  bereft  of  all  common-sense  as  to 
think  that  the  local  associations'  influence  does  not 
count  in  these  appointments.  True,  sir,  the  appoint- 
ment is  made  by  the  Thames  Conservancy,  but  any 
applicant  would  stand  a  very  poor  chance  of  getting 
the  appointment  without  a  recommendation  from 
the  local  fishing  association.  If  the  Henley  Asso- 
ciation took  this  matter  up  in  a  business-like 
way,  by  recommending  a  number  of  reliable  men 
as  assistant  river  keepers,  I  for  one  feel  certain 
that  there  would  be  very  little  difficulty  in  getting 
their  formal  appointment  by  the  Thames  Conservancy. 
As  to  my  statement  in  regard  to  the  taking  of  under- 
sized fish,  Mr.  Hobbs  quotes  a  case  of  several  under- 
sized trout  being  taken  from  the  Thames.  This  was 
not  one  of  the  cases  I  had  in  mind  when  I  wrote  my 
report,  but  surely,  sir,  it  is  an  argument  in  favour  of 
my  contention  as  to  the  river-keepers,  if  such  an 
offence  could  be  committed  within  almost  a  stone's 
throw  of  Henley,  and  known  to  many  people. 
Surely  something  is  wrong  when  we  know  that 
the  only  action  the  association  could  take  was  to 
issue  special  bills,  weeks  after  the  offence  took  place, 
offering  a  reward.  Where  were  our  honorary  assistant 
river  keepers  ?  The  taking  of  undersized  fish  has 
become  very  common  to  my  personal  knowledge,  and 
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I  am  prepared  to  prove  that  in  several  oases  where 
there  has  been  no  doubt  whatever  as  to  the  offence 
having  been  committed,  the  matter  has  not  only  been 
reported,  but  the  fish  seized  and  handed  over  to  the 
honorary  secretary  of  the  Henley  Fishing  Preservation 
Society,  but  no  prosecution  has  been  forthcoming. 

The  association  may  be  in  want  of  funds,  and  the 
money  may  be  useful,  but  in  my  humble  opinion  the 
association  would  be  doing  itself  a  great  deal  more 
good  by  prosecuting  every  offender,  be  they  rich  or 
poor,  who  ibreaks  the  law.  If  this  were  done  after 
the  first  few  cases  we  shall  find  that  very  few  under- 
sized fish  would  be  taken  from  the  Thames  in  this 
district.  I  might  say  in  conclusion  that  in  all  the 
statements  that  I  have  made  I  am  not  only  voicing  my 
own  opinion  but  also  the  opinions  of  a  great  many  of 
my  fellow  townsmen  and  anglers,  all  of  whom  are 
thorough  sportsmen,  but  also  believe  in  justice  and 
fair  play  to  all. — Yours  obediently,  Stanley  Mead 

Henley-on-Thames. 


PATCHES. 

Deae  Sir, — I  quarrel  with  no  man's  taste ;  let  every 
Jack  have  his  Jill;  but  were  I  a  millionaire  I  should 
never  use  eyed  hooks — that's  flat  I  Even  my  salmon 
flies  should  be  on  blind  hooks  ("  blind  "  hooks — 
I  thank  thee  V.  C.  for  that  word  !) ;  and  in  those 
days,  now,  alas,  becoming  dim  and  distant,  when  I 
did  troll  the  fly  for  salmon,  that  fly  was  almost 
invariably  tied  to  gut.  Well,  no — I  never  did  kill 
half  a  dozen  salmon  on  the  same  fly,  and  had  I  done 
so  I  should  doubtless  find  that  the  state  of  the  gut  at 
the  head  of  the  fly  was  imparting  a  fearful  clement 
of  risk  to  my  eport ;  but  for  all  that  I  stick 
to  what  I  have  written.  The  eye,  with  its 
necessary  knot,  causes  a  wake  I  cannot  away  with, 
and  as  for  safety— well,  I  have  found  the  gut  live  as 
long  as  the  fly,  and  I  cannot  say  fairer  than  that. 

We  are  all  dry  fly  men  now,  even  over  here  in 
Ireland,  and  though  we  groan  under  the  tyranny  of 
the  eyed  hook  there  has  not  as  yet  been  any  overt  act 
of  rebellion  exactly ;  but  I  can  see  there  is  trouble 
coming.  Even  the  worm  will  turn.  For  my  own 
part,  being  a  chartered  incendiary  and  so  not  counting, 
I  boldly  ordered  a  dozen  floaters  to  gut  from  the  well- 
known  northern  house,  and  used  them  with  no  little 
satisfaction  and  success.  Later  on  I  had  a  dozen  of 
the  same  fly  to  eyed  hooks,  and  gave  them  a  full  and 
fair  trial.  I  have  a  few  of  them  yet,  but  nothing, 
thank  goodness,  lasts  for  ever,  and  so  the  future  has 
possibilities  in  it. 

Your  eyed  hook  is  twice  as  heavy  as  its  blind 
comrade  ;  the  heavy  eye  makes  the  floater  stand  on  its 
head,  or  try  to  do  it ;  the  fly  falls  out  of  your  fingers 
on  the  river  banks  and  is  never  seen  again ;  while  all 
methods  of  attaching  it  to  gut  are  equally  frightful, 
a  blemish  which  the  unrivalled  neatness  of  whipped 
on  blind  hooks  most  distressingly  emphasises.  I  hope 
here  be  indictments.  Now,  as  to  the  first  article, 
the  charge  is  obviously  sound  without  further  words. 
Not  only  is  there  no  thinning  of  the  shank  possible, 
but  it  is  also  much  longer  than  the  blind  hook,  so  as  to 
give  metal  enough  to  make  the  eye.  And  this  also 
leads  to  quite  a  heavy  bill  for  paraffin  oil  to  keep  the 
thing  afloat.  As  to  the  next  count,  I  don't  press 
it,  as,  in  the  nature  of  things,  the  eye  should 
balance  the  other  naked  end  of  the  hook ;  but  a 
man  complains  of  this  eccentricity  to  me,  and  I  have 
certainly  seen  it  once  or  twice  myself,  so  I  must  take 
notice  of  it.  Bat  the  matter  of  looping  to  the  gut  is 
the  crux.  By  the  way,  I  should  like  to  be  allowed  to 
distinguish  between  "looping"  and  ''kaotting"  to 
prevent  possible  obscurity.  I  may  be  all  wrong,  of 
course,  in  my  nomenclature,  but  I  plead  for  iudul- 
gence  as  the  issue  is  not  exactly  of  solemn  gravity. 
By  "  knotting "  I  mean  fastening  ends  together  ; 
looping  is  another  story,  and  has  to  do  with  an  eye  or 
loop  to  which  an  end  or  other  loop  is  to  be  attached. 
The  characteristic  of  looping  is  that  it  is  a  method  of 
attachment  which  admits  (m  theory)  of  being  uudone 
with  more  or  less  facility.  A  knot,  on  the  contrary,  is 
intended  to  be  permanent.  There  have  been  numerous 
illustrations  of  loops  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  lately,  but 
only  one  knot  that  I  can  recollect:,  a  fearful  and 
wonderful  thing  contributed  by  Mr.  Hardy. 

Now  in  looping  the  eyed  floater  you  can  put  the 
gut  end  through  the  eye  and  make  the  attachment 
round  the  neck  of  the  shank  if  you  like  ;  but  there  are 
two  small  objections  to  this.  In  the  first  place,  there 
is  no  neck  ;  in  fact,  it  takes  you  all  your  time  to  find 
the  eye,  bo  embedded  is  it  in  hackle  and  fluff.  You 
simply  destroy  and  disfigure  the  fly  by  attempting 
to  do  an  J  thing  of  the  kind.  I  have  never  seen  a  single 
floater  that  permitted  such  a  thing  to  be  done. 

But  that's  nothing.  Even  should  your  fly  have  a 
long  naked  neck,  don't  put  a  loop  round  it,  for  should 
that  loop  slip  the  slightest  it  will  be  out  scraping 
through  the  narrow  passage  between  shank  and  loop 
end  which  must  always  exist  when  an  eye  is  simply 
turned,  and  not  cut  or  brazed.  All  trout  floaters  I 
have  ever  seen  have  this  blemish  in  the  eye.  When 
the  gut  will  go  twice  through  the  eye  I  am  loop  the 
thing  up  in  a  sort  of  a  way ;  but  if  not,  I  know  of  no 
metnod  of  looping  possible  which  does  not  make  a 


man  ashamed  of  himself,  and  prompts  him  to  glance 
around  to  see  if  anyone  is  looking. 

Eyed  flies  are  very  conveniently  carried,  and  can  be 
restored  to  their  place  with  great  facility  when  taken 
off  the  cast.  Blind  flies  are  in  these  respects  a  great 
difliculty,  especially  if  one  wishes  (as  one  must)  to 
keep  them  uncrushed.  No  flies,  wet  or  dry,  should 
ever  be  crushed. 

An  angling  friend  writes  me  lately :  "  With  wet  flies 
you  can  make  no  mistake.  They  are  simply  trolled 
baits,  and  you  can't  sink  them  too  much,  as  they 
represent  to  the  trout  aquatic  creatures  of  sorts 
struggling  in  the  v?ater,  and  working  against  the 
current,  as  all  aquatic  things  do,  and  not  on  it,  and 
indeed  are  sometimes  most  effectively  fished  shotted. 
Doubtless  their  occasional  resemblance  in  colour 
and  form  to  flies  has  something  to  do  with  fish 
taking  them,  though  trout  never  by  any  chance 
see  flies  in  such  an  absurd  situation  (for  flies), 
but  after  all,  the  manner  of  '  working '  them  is 
the  secret  of  their  fatal  charm  to  fish.  Nor  do 
I  think  it  at  all  certain  that  the  eye  or  loop  of 
the  submerged  'fly'  acts  as  a  danger  signal  so 
far  as  it  may  be  perceived.  I  would  just  as  soon 
hold  it  to  be  an  additional  attraction,  for  the  way  of  a 
fish  in  the  water  is  a  mystery  which  even  Solomon  in 
all  his  wisdom  gives  up  in  despair.  Finality  is  all 
very  well,  and  perhaps  it  is  attaiaable  with  dry  flies 
when  every  known  form  of  aerial  insect  life  is  success- 
fully imitated,  but  the  making  of  successful  artificial 
trolled  lures,  whether  so-called  flies  or  baits,  is  only 
commensurate  with  the  imagination  and  ingenuity  of 
man.  And  I  much  doubt  too  that  every  killing  dry  fly 
must  have  its  counterpart  in  nature.  Beware  of  the 
tyranny  of  '  common-sense.'  " 

The  American  Field  tells  us  that  long  ago  in  New 
England,  when  the  Hudson— like  the  old  Thames — 
held  Ealmon,  apprentices  contracted  not  to  be  overfed 
with  salmon.  Very  well ;  so  let  it  be.  I  never  want 
to  hear  another  word  about  the  overfed  apprentices 
of  old  or  New  England,  for  I  have  been  overfed 
myself  with  salmon,  and  had  to  protest  against  it. 
Were  railways  abolished  to-morrow  salmon  would  be 
thrown  away  rotton  in  hundreds  every  season  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  salmon  rivers.  That  servants  and 
apprentices  and  others  were  fed  on  salmon  till  their 
stomachs  revolted  against  the  food  is  as  certain  as  a 
proposition  in  Euclid,  even  if  Sslden  had  never  told  us 
specifically  that  it  was  so.  Bat  there  may  be  nothing 
about  it  in  any  indenture  for  all  that.  This  same 
American  Field  also  takes  occasion  to  remark  that 
'•  the  salmon  is  more  wary  than  the  trout,"  a  state- 
ment which  may  be  paralleled  by  the  remark  that  the 
sheep  is  a  much  more  crafty  creature  than  the  fox. 
The  salmon  is  the  greatest  fool  that  swims.  But  then 
I  never  met  with  an  American  salmon. 

Another  American  observer  who  tells  us  that 
salmon  in  the  Cascapedia  only  take  in  the  gloaming  is 
good  enough  to  explain  this  by  the  impossibility  of 
casting  in  some  of  the  pools  "  without  being  observed 
by  the  fish."  This  is  the  sort  of  thing  that  fills  the 
life  of  the  angler  with  sorrow  and  bitterness.  The  man 
might  just  as  reasonably  attribute  this  peculiarity  of 
the  fish  to  the  Monroe  Doctrine. 

I  misunderstood  Mr.  Goodwin,  but  I  hope  he  will 
overlook  it.  I  did  my  best  to  follow  him  in  his 
account  of  his  visit  "  To  Erin's  Isle,"  and  was  much 
gratified  to  find  out  from  him  that  the  May  Ply  of 
Killaloe  was  the  Sedge.  I  did  not  know  either  that 
the  Killaloe  folk  also  called  it  the  Slone  Fly,  and 
wonder  what  name  they  give  to  this  latter  insect, 
which  is,  I  find,  fairly  common  on  the  Shannon  in  its 
due  season.  It  is  largely  used  on  Derg  in  the  dapping 
season  as  an  alternative  to  the  Drake  especially 
towards  the  close  of  the  season,  I  am  also  thankful 
for  that  wrinkle  for  carrying  a  few  Drakes  about  safely 
— namely,  the  cow  horn  with  the  larger  end  open. 
"  Magpie,"  too,  is  a  good  word  for  the  spinner  or 
perfect  stage  of  the  May  Fly,  and  I  gladly  adopt  it 
and  discard  the  local  term — Grey  Drake. 

But  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  have  something  more  to  add. 
I  do  not  honestly  know  how  Mr.  G.  puts  on  his  dap, 
and  the  "  working  oE  the  insects  along  the  shank  " 
is  still  a  dark  mystery  to  me.  And  as  for  my  own  un- 
fortunate attempt  to  explain  my  method  of  mounting  it 
seams  a  complete  failure,  while  as  to  my  flies  standing 
in  the  bend  of  the  hook  '•  like  a  boot  in  a  stirrup," 
the  thing  is  simply  a  physical  impossibility  according 
to  Mr.  G.  Well,  this  is  coming  down  on  me  rather 
hard.  Let  me  see,  however.  A  riding  boot  may  be  a 
foot  or  more  high  ;  the  bend  of  a  spur  may  be  only 
six  inches  across,  and  yet  surely,  Mr.  G.,  the  boot  can 
stand  upright  in  the  bend  of  the  spur  ?  Why,  then, 
may  the  May  Fly,  were  its  wings  a  yard  high,  not 
stand  upright  in  the  bend  of  the  hook  "  like  a  boot  in 
a  stirrup  "  ?    Why  not,  most  ingenuous  critic '? 

My  new  method  of  mounting  a  dap  is  to  thread  one 
fly  on  the  hook  d  la  worm,  and  bring  out  the  point 
bufiiciently  to  mount  the  second  fly  "like  a  boot  in  a 
stirrup  "  on  it ;  but  I  only  tried  it  one  or  two  days 
last  season. 

Another  thing :  You  cannot  strike  too  soon.  Mr.  O. 
most  erroneously  remarks  that  with  this  dictum  of 
mine  he  entirely  disagrees.    He  does  not,  though  he 


may  think  ho  does.  No  man  ever  did  or  will  disagrc 
with  "my  dictum,"  which  is  in  reality  no  dictum  < ' 
mine  but  the  concise  enunciation  of  an  elementar; 
angling  axiom.  If  one  is  not  to  strike  the  instant  u 
trout  seizes  a  fly,  the  question  arises,  What  is  one  ti 
wait  for  ?  If  the  reply  to  this  is  not  "  for  the  fish  tf 
mouth  it  a  bit,  detect  the  hook,  and  eject  it"  I  ani 
utterly  at  a  loss  to  know  what  it  is. 

Again :  "  Tackle  that  will  withstand  the  sudden 
strain  that  occurs  when  the  opposing  forces  of  a  rising 
fish  and  a  striking  angler  are  brought  into  play  at  the 
same  time  must  "—be  like  my  tackle.  So  Mr.  G. 
Tiiis  reminds  me  of  honest  Cassio  when  getting  tipsy 
to  the  accompaniment  of  lago's  music.  Why  this  is 
a  more  excellent  song  than  the  other.  How,  in  th( 
name  of  mechanics  and  all  that,  can  the  f  jrces  of  a 
rising  fish  and  a  striking  angler  be  "  opposing  "  forces  ? 
But  let  that  pass.  A  "rising  fish"  though  struck 
with  lightning  quickness  is  at  the  moment  either 
still  or  descending,  and  if  the  latter  is  invariably 
travelling  very  leisurely.  So  there  is  no  strain.  But 
what  does  an  angler  carry  a  head  on  his  shoulders 
for  but  to  enable  him  to  strike  with  safety  to  his 
tackle,  whether  his  quarry  is  at  rest  or  going  at  express 
speed  ?  Are  we  to  wait  till  he  slows  down  before  we 
raise  our  trembling  hand  ?  Truly  this  is  angling  in 
ejrcelsis.  Just  one  word  more.  Mr.  G.  remarks 
that  on  no  water  he  has  fished  has  he  known  the  trout 
take  "  the  flattened  out  drake  "  (spent  gnat)  as  eagerly 
as  the  "  newly  hatched  insect,"  and  so  naturally 
questions  my  accuracy  when  I  speak  of  the  flattened 
out  drake  proving  itself  sometimes  the  most  attractive 
morsel  on  the  water.  Mr.  G.  contrasts  two  things 
not  at  all  necessarily  opposed,  and  so  "  shocks  "  and 
"  astounds  "  me  worse  than  ever.  My  flattened  out 
fly,  sir,  is  quite  newly  hatched.  At  the  instant  of  its 
nativity  into  this  world  of  sorrow  it  was  battered  down 
into  pathetic  spread  eagleism  by  the  pitiless  blast 
and  shower,  and  now  with  feeble  flutter  floats  prone 
on  the  flood  choking  out  its  little  new  found  life.  In 
this  touching  and  helpless  condition  it  appears  to  me 
to  be  very  often  more  attractive  to  the  fish  than  when 
boldly  floating,  wings  erect.  At  least,  this  has  been 
my  experience,  and  I  attempted  to  offer  an  explanation 
of  the  phenomenon,  too,  which  I  fondly  thought  made 
it  clear  that  the  position  of  the  creature  on  the  water 
was  the  secret  of  the  charm,  and  not  its  stage  of 
growth. 

As  touching  the  "  magpie,"  grey  drake,  spinner, 
perfect  insect  (query)  spent  gnat  ?  I  merely  remark 
my  experience  is  that  during  the  day  I  have  seen  little 
of  them,  but  that  when  they  flutter  out  at  sunset  of 
fine  evenings  from  the  wooded  islets  and  capes,  where 
they  have  been  "dancing"  all  day  in  the  sunshine, 
and  settle  in  myriads  on  the  water  the  trout  some- 
times go  for  them  with  an  avidity  seen  at  no  other 
time  in  the  dapping  season.  But  I  am  told  they  are 
not  worth  a  button  to  dap  VTith  during  the  day,  and 
in  any  case  "  melt  off  the  hook  "  in  no  time. 

Then  we  read  :  "  When  the  magpies  appear  this  is  a 
signal  that  dapping  is  over."  It  is  nothing  of  the 
kind.  There  are  magpies  in  the  air— scores  of  them, 
hundreds  of  them — before  a  single  trout  rises  at  the 
Drake.  A  ]\Iay  Fly  is  a  magpie  within  forty-eight 
hours  of  its  emergence.  How  then  its  appearance  can 
be  said  "to  herald  the  end  of  the  dapping"  it  passes 
my  comprehension  to  understand.  But  then,  as 
Mr.  G.  is  pleased  to  remark,  my  over  forty  years' 
experience  has  not  taught  me  all  it  might  have  done. 

Mr.  Kead,  recommending  the  "  Aflalo "  rod  rest, 
remarks  that  it  will  keep  the  rod  point  well  out  at 
right  angles  to  the  boat,  "  so  that  the  bait  spins  wide 
of  the  wake — the  best  position  for  it."  I  should  like 
to  remark  that  this  most  excellent  hint  should  be  laid 
to  heart  by  every  troller,  especially  in  shallowish 
water. 

Sometimes  when  in  the  toils  salmon  and  trout 
attempt  to  bore  down  headforemost,  apparently  wanting 
to  rub  the  sore  part  against  the  bottom.  They  are 
thus  standing  on  their  heads,  and  if  the  rod  point  is 
immediately  over  them  they  "rug"  the  cast  with  the 
working  tail  in  a  disagreeable  way,  which  occasionally 
means  mischief.  By  drawing  the  rod  top  away  from 
the  struggling  fish  as  far  as  possible  I  have  been 
always  able  to  put  a  stop  to  this,  and  quickly  bring 
the  fish  to  the  horizontal.  I  may  add,  however,  that  I 
cannot  recall  a  single  instance  of  a  fish  freeing  him- 
self by  this  manoeuvre  with  myself,  but  others  tell  me 
they  have  been  less  fortunate.  The  force  of  a  blow 
from  a  fish's  tail  in  water  is  a  very  different  thing 
from  its  force  when  out  of  it.  The  difference  is  as  great 
in  its  way  as  that  between  the  stroke  of  the  propeller 
of  a  steamer  in  the  water  and  its  terrific  "racing" 
when  out  of  it.  The  resistance  of  the  water  is 
tremendous  in  both  cases. 

A  single  magpie— I  speak  of  the  bird  now,  not  the 
spinner  May  Fly — is  a  most  untoward  portent  when 
starting  for  a  day's  sport,  but  a  friend  who  tells  me 
that  he  suffered  terribly  from  the  malign  influence 
of  this  bird  at  one  time  assures  me  that  he  has 
discovered  an  infallible  panacea  for  its  evil  eye.  It 
appears  you  have  but  to  pull  off  your  hat  to  him,  and 
the  evil  charm  is  at  once  dissipated.— Yours  truly, 

MONA. 


November  29,  1902 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


375 


NOTICES. 

[For  Li$t  of  Contentt,  tee  page  385.] 


Thb  Fishing  Gazkttb  la  published  every  Satnrday  and  can  be 

obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Xewsager  to  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Commnnications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Xotice,  Books  for  Review,  etc. ,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Mabstos,  Editor  of  the  FiSHINQ  GAZETTE,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
ot  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Puh« 
Ushers,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Tear,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10*.  M. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    5*.  id. 

Three  Months    ditto  ditto    it.  8d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  Including  postage    12*.  64 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7   7  0 

Hall  Page   3  16  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    16  0 

Small  advertisements  U.  per  Inch  of  ilngle  colomn  (1  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  Is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  (/clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  ghonld  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisejisnt  Mahaqkb,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 


OuE  Christmas  Number,  to  be  published  on 
Dec.  13,  will  have  many  attractive  and  special 
features.  Many  well-known  angling  authors  will 
be  found  among  the  list  of  contributors.  Several 
of  the  articles  will  be  fully  illustrated.  The  price 
will  be  the  usual  2d.  "Will  advertisers  kindly  note 
the  day  of  publication,  and  send  in  "  copy  "  as  soon 
as  possible  ? 


fishing  (&m4i\ 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  29th,  1902. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Great  Lake  Trout  and  Grayling  of 
America. 

"  United  States  Commission  of 
"  Fish  and  Fisheries, 
"  Washington,  D.C.,  Nov.  10. 

"  Dbar  Sir, — Replying  to  your  letter  of  Oct.  16, 
I  beg  to  say  that  the  largest  lake  trout  of  which  I 
have  any  record  is  said  to  have  weighed  12.51b.,  but 
I  can  not  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  this  statement. 
Lake  trout  weighing  more  than  65lb.  are  exceed- 
ingly rare.  One  was  recorded  from  Grand  Haven 
in  1864  which  weighed  881b. 

"  The  Michigan  grayling,  the  Montana  grayling, 
and  the  Alaska  grayling  should  certainly  be 
regarded  as  three  distinct  species.  Their  habitats 
are  entirely  separate,  and  the  characters  which 
separate  the  three  forms  are  not  known  to  inter- 
grade.  I  believe  them  to  be  entirely  distinct 
species,  and  have  so  recorded  them  in  the  recent 
book  'American  Food  and  Game  Fishes.' — Very 
respectfully,  "Barton  W.  Evbrmann." 

It  will  be  Been  that  the  evidence  for  American 
great  lake  trout  of  over  1001b.  is — well,  there  is 
none.  I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Evermann  for 
hia  reply  to  my  inquiry. 


Good  Pike  Taken  at  Tring. 
Mr.  Preedy,  of  Messrs.  J.  Bernard  &  Son,  45, 
Jermyn -street,  informs  mo  that  a  brace  of  good 
pike  was  taken  at  the  Tring  reservoirs  recently 
oiiC  of  181b.  and  one  of  201b. 


The  Tweed,  Cornhill. 
Mr.  Jno.  J.  Hardy  and  Dr.  Rutherford  have  had 
some  good  sport  with  the  salmon  on  the  Tweed  at 
Cornhill.  Mr.  Hardy's  best  fish  was  a  very  hand- 
some thirty-pounder  with  the  sea-lice  still  on  it. 
The  Doctor  had  several  from  181b.  downwards. 
The  sport  this  season  on  the  lower  reaches  has 
been  above  an  average,  as  there  have  been  no  great 
floods  to  take  the  fish  past. 

Cooked  Chestnuts  as  Bait  for  Carp,  Chub,  etc. 

In  Le  Peclieur  I  find  an  account,  taken  from 
Saint  Hubert,  a  sporting  periodical  published  at 
Limoges,  of  the  way  in  which  Austrian  anglers 
at  Vienna  fish  for  carp  "  during  the  winter."  (I 
thought  carp  laid  themselves  up  in  the  mud  in  the 
winter.)  To  cook  the  chestnuts  they  are  put  in  a 
melting  pot  {pot  en  fonte)  with  a  little  water,  in 
which  they  are  allowed  to  cook  for  about  an  hour, 
when  they  will  be  soft  and  tender,  and  delicious  to 
eat  with  a  little  cider  poured  over  them.  With 
this  bait  and  the  coarsest  of  rod  and  tackle.  Saint 
Hubert  says  these  Austrian  anglers  catch  roach, 
carp,  and  chub  in  the  winter,  fishing  in  the  deep 
eddies  near  the  bank.  A  few  bits  of  chestnut  are 
thrown  in. from  time  to  time,  and  a  bit  the  size  of 
a  hazel-nut  is  put  on  the  No.  3  or  4  hook.  They 
are  said  to  get  carp  up  to  six  or  eight  pounds  in 
this  way.  Chub  are  very  bold  feeders  in  frosty 
weather.  I  have  caught  chub  and  roach  when  it 
was  freezing  hard,  and  I  have  no  doubt  this  cooked 
chestnut  would  answer  well  for  both.  There  is  a 
pleasant  farinaceous  odour  about  cooked  chestnuts ; 
those  from  Italy  are  very  fine. 

Trout  and  other  Fishing  in  Corsica. 
La  Peche  Moderne  publishes  an  interesting 
account  of  fishing  in  Corsica.  The  writer  says  : 
"  If  there  is  one  place  more  blessed  above  others 
with  abundance  of  fish  it  is  Corsica,  and  yet  less 
fishing  is  done  there  than  anywhere.  Corsica,"  he 
says,  "is  like  a  dwarfed  cone  emerging  from  the 
depths  of  the  sea.  The  size  of  the  island  being 
very  smaU  in  comparison  with  the  height  of  the 
mountains,  the  water-courses  are  very  numerous 
and  nearly  all  mountain  torrents.  There  are  two 
predominating  winds  at  Corsica,  the  Sirocco  or 
east  wind,  and  a  west  wind  called  Libeccio.  The 
sea  fishermen  have  great  dread  of  the  latter,  which 
is  always  preceded  by  a  fall  of  the  barometer. 
When  the  Libeccio  blows,  curious  white  clouds 
like  balls  of  cotton  are  seen  hanging  over  the 
mountains.  As  regards  the  climate  of  Corsica, 
while  the  west  side  is  generally  healthy,  the  east 
is  decidedly  unhealthy.  All  the  low  ground  on  the 
east  side  is  abandoned  by  the  inhabitants  in  the 
summer,  who,  with  their  animals,  migrate  to  high 
ground  to  avoid  the  malaria,  which  hangs  over  the 
ponds  and  marshes  from  Biguglia  to  Porto  Vecchio, 
and  is  carried  by  the  winds  along  the  courses  of 
the  rivers  Golo  and  Fiumorbo,  infecting  the  air 
.  even  in  the  heart  of  the  mountains.  The  methods 
and  engines  for  sea  fishing  are  very  primitive,  and 
for  river  fishing  still  more  so.  A  tall  reed  cut 
from  the  side  of  the  road  serves  as  rod,  pack-thread 
does  for  line,  and  feathers  pulled  from  the  tail  of 
a  hen  and  tied  on  any  kind  of  a  hook  constitute 
for  the  most  part  the  local  artificial  fly  called 
'  Scalavro.' 

"  Angling  in  Corsica  is  confined  almost  entirely 
to  fishing  for  trout  and  eels  in  the  mountain 
torrents.  The  trout  in  the  rivers  is  the  common 
trout  (S.  fario),  but  in  some  of  the  estuaries,  in 
that  of  the  Fiumorbo  especially,  sea-trout  are 
found. 

"  In  the  Golo,  Fiumorbo,  Restonica,  and  other 
streams  fine  trout  are  taken  up  to  and  over  2lb.  in 
weight ;  but  they  are  small  in  the  streams  descending 
from  the  Incudine,  Asto,  and  Coscione  districts. 

"  The  local  fishermen  catch  trout  with  the 
natural  and  artificial  fly,  with  set  lines  and  with 
nets.  Groping  is  prohibited,  but  unfortunately 
trout  are  taken  in  that  way  in  great  numbers  in 
every  stream.  The  trout  are  delicious  to  eat,  and 
as  for  the  eels  of  Corsica,  those  who  have  not 
tasted  them  know  not  the  eel  in  perfection. 

"  The  only  drawbacks  to  fishing  in  Corsica  "  (I 
presume  the  writer  means  other  than  those  men- 
tioned already)  "  are  the  difiiculty  ot  getting  to  the 
fishing  places,  often  remote  from  any  town  or 
village,  and  the  roughness  of  the  rocky  country, 
and  the  famous  '  Maquis,'  an  almost  impenetrable 
thicket  of  fur/.e,  arbutus,  cistus,  and  myrtle,  whose 
odorous  berries  perfume  the  flesh  of  the  blackbirds, 
so  much  esteemed  in  Corsica.    This  thicket  extends 


for  miles,  the  white  furze  and  other  thorn  bushes 
being  often  nine  feet  in  height. 

"  But  malgre  ces  difficultes,  the  fish  is  so  delicious, 
the  scenery  so  lovely,  the  people  so  hearty,  and 
Corsica  so  curious,  that  this  country  cannot  be  too 
highly  recommended  to  the  trout  angler.  One 
especial  charm  in  fishing  in  Corsica  is  its  absolute 
freedom ;  with  very  rare  exceptions  one  may  fish 
everywhare.  In  all  the  villages  you  will  find  a 
guide  to  show  you  the  best  fishing  plaoes,  and 
provided  you  treat  en  camarado  the  person  who 
becomes  your  angling  companion  you  will  meet 
with  a  devotion  and  hearty  good  will  rarely  met 
with  on  the  mainland.  This  advice  is  much  more 
important  than  might  be  imagined.  It  is  important 
to  treat  as  a  companion  even  the  guide  who  looks 
after  your  horse,  which  is  the  sole  means  of  loco- 
motion in  this  country,  and  to  study  the  dignity 
and  self-respect  which  are  the  chief  characteristics 
of  the  Corsican  people." 

M.  le  Dagre,  from  whose  interesting  notes  I  have 
made  these  extracts,  promises  a  continuation  of 
them  in  another  issue  of  that  always  interesting 
angling  paper  La  Peche  Moderne. 

Fishes  which  must  be  Fearsome  Beasts  to  Meet. 

I  have  not  noticed  any  account  of  it  in  the 
American  papers,  but  unless  the  Deutsche  Fischerei 
Zeitung  is  romancing  the  United  States  Fish  Com- 
mission steamer  Albatross  has  recently  returned 
to  San  Francisco  with  a  great  number  of  new  and 
grotesque  forms  of  animal  lite  from  the  depths  of 
the  Pacific,  chiefly  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Hawaiian  Islands. 

In  the  sunless  depths  of  the  ocean  dwell 
mysterious  fish  monsters  of  which  the  Albatross 
brought  hundreds  to  light,  but  the  largest  and 
rarest  were  lost  from  want  of  proper  means  of 
holding  them.  The  pressure  on  these  inhabitants 
of  the  depths  ot  the  sea  is  so  great  that  when  they 
are  brought  up  they  swell  and  burst,  and  so  are 
rarely  to  be  seen  in  their  natural  shapes.  Many  of 
these  fish  are  transparent  and  porous,  so  that 
water  can  pass  through  their  bodies,  which  are 
invisible  in  the  water.  (I  have  heard  of  great 
trout  which  were  invisible  to  any  but  the  captors, 
but  fancy  catching  a  transparent  invisible  monster. 
Probably  a  "  phantom  "  would  be  the  most  killing 
bait.) 

One  of  the  fish  the  Albatross  caught,  the 
Chiasmodon  Niger,  is  black,  has  long,  sharp, 
curved  teeth  terrible  to  look  at.  His  eyes  and  his 
"  innards  "  explode  when  he  gets  to  the  surface. 
In  many  ot  these  new  deep  sea  fish  the  mouth  is 
double  as  large  as  the  rest  of  the  body.  One  of 
them,  the  gormandizer  {Malacosteus  choristodac- 
tylus),  which  was  caught  6500  feet  down,  has  a 
kind  ot  electric  gig  lamp  under  each  eye. 

The  Harriotta  Raleighana  has  an  extraordinarily 
long  and  very  hateful-looking  nose.  The  whip  fish 
{Saccopharynx  flaggelum)  is  as  long  and  thin  as  a 
whip,  and  can  open  its  jaws  till  further  orders. 
One  of  the  horriblest  fishes  is  Chimaera  affinis  ;  it 
has  an  almost  human-like  head,  with  pointed  nose, 
and  a  very  hateful  face  and  fins  like  the  wings  of 
a  bird. 

The  electric  light  fish  {Linophryne  Lucifer)  has 
a  head  like  a  gaint  bulldog,  only  much  "  horribler," 
and  carries  on  its  nose  a  bulb  which  glows  like  an 
incandescent  lamp ;  with  it  he  lights  up  the  depths. 

The  naturalists  on  the  Albatross  saw  no  less 
than  forty- four  rudder  fish  (Begalicus).  Specimens 
have  been  caught  twenty-four  feet  in  length,  and 
this  snake-like  monster,  with  a  head  like  a  horse, 
is  doubtless  the  original  of  the  sea  serpent. 

What  nightmares  the  crew  of  the  Albatross 
must  have  experienced. 


Rainbow  Trout  for  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

Some  one  said  to  me  the  other  day,  "  I  thought 
you  did  not  believe  in  the  rainbow  trout,  but  I  see 
from  the  Daily  Mail  that  you  have  presented 
five  hundred  yearling  rainbows  to  the  Carisbrooke 
Angling  Association,  Isle  of  Wight."  I  have  never 
said  that  I  did  not  believe  in  the  rainbow  trout. 
What  I  have  said,  and  still  believe,  is  that  it  is 
useless  to  put  them  into  rivers  or  other  waters 
from  which  they  can  easily  escape.  We  have 
plenty  of  evidence  that  in  ponds  and  lakes  where 
they  can  get  good  water  and  plenty  ot  food  the 
raiabow  does  well;  it  grows  fa^rt  and  gives  firtt- 
rate  sport,  and  is  a  most  lovelj-  fish  to  look  at  and 
excellent  to  eat — that  is,  provided  the  water  is 
good.  When  I  fished  the  small  lakes,  I  believe 
they  are  all  ancient  mill-dams,  preserved  by  the 
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Carisbrooke  Angling  Association  I  thought  that  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find  a  place  better  suited  to 
try  rainbow  trout  in.  The  lakes  are  fed  by  a 
beautiful  little  chalk  stream  rising  a  mile  or  two 
from  Carisbrooke  Castle,  and  there  is  an  abundance 
of  fresh-water  shrimp  and  other  food,  and  at  times 
plenty  of  fly.  The  secretary  of  the  association, 
Mr.  Percy  Wadham,  understands  fish  breeding  and 
fish  preservation,  and  as  there  are  five  lakes  I  think 
the  fi\  e  hundred  yearling  rainbows  put  in  the  two 
upper  ones  on  Nov.  18  will  not  easily  get  out,  as 
there  are  many  gratings  and  sluices  to  pass. 

The  fish  were  supplied  by  The  River  Itchen 
Trout  Breeding  Establishment,  Winchester,  and 
averaged  over  six  inches.  Mr.  E.  V.  Corrie 
accompanied  the  fish,  and  he  tells  me  "  they 
should  do  well  there  for  the  ponds  are  a  nice 
size  and  full  of  shrimp ;  the  water  supply,  too, 
seems  good.  It  is  a  nice  little  bit  of  trout 
fishing,  and  no  doubt  will  be  sought  after."  I 
entirely  agree  with  Mr.  Corrie,  and  I  feel  sure 
that  before  long  the  energetic  secretary  will  find 
every  rod  taken,  and  his  foresight  and  enthusiasm 
amply  rewarded.  At  present  the  subscription  is 
only  £8  83.  a  year  and  no  entrance  fee.  The  rules 
can  be  had  by  writing  to  Mr.  Percy  Wadham, 
Waltondale,  Carisbrooke-road,  Newport,  Isle  of 
Wight. 


Sea  Fishing  at  Bermuda. 

Captain  G.  M.  Hutton,  D.S.O.,  writes  to  me  on 
Nov.  14  :— 

"  Dear  Sir, — Thanks  for  your  card.  I  will  cer- 
tainly write  to  Mr.  Gregg.  I  am  very  keen  to 
catch  a  tarpon.  There  is  a  large  200  (about) 
pounder  in  the  club  here — a  flat-sided,  wicked- 
looking  beggar.  I  have  only  been  out  once  sea 
fishmg  since  I  have  been  here,  and  tbe  bait 
used  was  smelts  which  were  a  week  old,  kept  in 
a  temperature  of  85,  with  the  air  at  nearly 
saturation  point. 

"  One  has  to  be  really  keen  on  sea  fishing  to 
enjoy  this.  I  don't  know  much  about  sea  fishing, 
but  I  should  not  call  it  good  here.  It  is  better 
than  the  bad  places  in  England  and  not  as  good 
as  in  the  best — New  Zealand  .  and  Australia  beat 
it  hollow. — Yours  truly,        "G.  M.  Hutton." 


The  Stour  Fishery  Association,  Canterbury — 
Keeper  Wanted. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Mount,  secretary  of  the  Stour  Fishery 
Association,  writes  to  me  from  Little  Bridge-place, 
Bridge,  Canterbury  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  know  you  were  always  ready  to 
lend  this  association  a  helping  hand  at  the  time 
you  were  a  member,  and  probably  may  be  able  to 
do  so  now.  We  are  wanting  an  under-keeper,  and 
it  we  could  get  one  recommended  to  us  by  some 
one  who  can  do  so  from  personal  knowledge  we 
think  it  might  be  better  than  having  an  entire 
stranger  from  a  distance,  so  if  you  do  happen  to 
know  of  one  we  shall  be  glad  of  your  kind  help  in 
the  matter.  We  have  been  paying  our  present 
under-keeper  21s.  a  week,  besides  the  rent  of  his 
cottage.  We  very  much  miss  poor  Captain  Austin 
in  many  things  connected  with  the  atfairs  of  the 
club,  and  am  afraid  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  fill 
his  place  in  many  ways." 

I  hope  if  any  of  my  readers  know  a  good  keeper 
who  wants  a  place  that  they  will  write  to  Mr. 
Mount.  I  had  not  heard  of  the  death  of  Captain 
Austin,  and  am  very  sorry  to  hear  of  it. 


Fertilised  May  Fly  Eggs  for  Sale. 
I  am  very  much  interested  in  the  note  in  the 
Report  of  the  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Haslemere,  to 
the  effect  that  during  the  past  season  they  again 
supplied  large  quantities  of  fertilised  May  Fly  eggs, 
and  that  they  are  prepared  to  execute  orders  for 
any  quantity  next  Jime.  I  should  be  very  glad 
indeed  to  hear  of  successful  "  plants  "  of  May  Fly 
from  these  distributions  of  May  Fly  eggs. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


THE  R.  D.  BLACKMORE  MEMORIAL"; 
IN  EXETER  CATHEDRAL. 


A  meeting  of  the  committee  was  held  at 
Stationers'  Hall  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  26,  Mr. 
James  liaker  in  the  chair.  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  the 
hon.  treasurer,  announced  that  the  subscrijjtion  • 
received  or  promised  amounted  to  .£223  IGs 
Designs  from  the  sculptor,  Mr,  Harry  Hems,  were 


submitted,  showing  a  medallion  portrait  on  a 
marble  slab.  Various  suggestions  were  made,  and 
it  was  decided  to  close  the  subscription  list  on 
Dec,  9.  At  the  next  committee  meeting  it  is 
hoped  final  arrangements  will  be  settled  for  putting 
the  work  in  hand.  Among  those  present  were 
Miss  Pinto  Leite,  Professor  Meldola,  Mr.  Mackenzie 
Bell,  Mr.  Herbert  A.  Morrah,  Mr,  G.  E.  N.  Ryan, 
and  Mr.  James  Baker. 


A  SONG  OF  PEA.ISE. 

First  Stanza, 

Solo :  Sing  ho !  the  joys  of  an  Angler,  afloat  on 
Summer  sea, 

Besponse :   (No  need  to  ask  if  portly  flask  then 

bears  him  company.) 
Solo  :  While  sport  is  there,  he  knows  no  care,  and 

chortles  cheerily, 
Besjionse  :  (No  need  to  ask  why  portly  flask  then 

bears  liim  company.) 
Solo  :  If  winds  are  light,  his  eyes  are  bright,  a 

fearless  heart  has  he, 
Besponse :  (When  waters  deep  are  soothed  in  sleep, 

reposing  peacefully.) 

Second  Stanza. 

Solo :  His  Line  is  long,  his  Trace  is  strong,  his 

Reel  runs  easily, 
Bespo7ise :  (No  need  to  ask  what  fills  the  flask 

that  bears  him  company.) 
Solo :  'Mid  mighty  Cod  his  trusty  rod  he  plies 

right  merrilj-. 
Besponse  :  (No  need  to  ask  if  dwindling  flask  then 

bears  him  company.) 
Solo  :  Each  fish  he'll  get  he'll  surely  wet  if  Angler 

good  is  he. 

Besponse :  (No  need  to  ask  if  failing  flask  then 

bears  him  company.) 
Solo  :  And  when  at  last  the  day  is  past  his  lids 

droop  drearily, 
Solo  a  nd  Besponse  :  (No  need  to  ask  if  empty  flask 

then  bears  him  company.)  J.  M.  D. 


MOKE  JOTTINGS. 


Anonymous  Correspondents. 
Every  now  and  then  the  readers  of  most  sporting 
papers — the  Fishing  Gazette  is  no  exception — are 
treated  to  a  spectacle  of  some  moral  grandeur — the 
attitude  of  the  man  who  is  diffident  about  replying 
to  anonymous  correspondents.  There  are,  of  course, 
occasions  when  this  attitude  is  perfectly  legitimate, 
such,  for  instance,  as  those  where  a  correspondent 
makes  personal  charges  against  another  and  has 
not  the  moral  courage  to  come  out  into  the  open 
and  substantiate  them  with  his  name  and  his 
personal  responsibility.  There  are  cases  where 
the  correspondent  practises  a  sort  of  literary  run- 
away knock  and  escapes  round  the  corner.  But  in 
general  the  use  of  pseudonyms  in  angling  papers  is 
not  only  entirely  innocent,  but  of  actual  and  active 
value.  There  are  many  men,  too  modest  to  wish 
to  bring  their  own  personalities  before  the  angling 
public,  and  to  pose  as  experts,  who  are  enabled, 
under  cover  of  a  nom  de  guerre,  to  enter  into 
correspondence  of  interest  and  value  to  angling 
readers.  So  long  as  a  man  conducts  his  correspon- 
dence with  good  faith,  good  temper,  and  good 
manners,  the  name  by  which  he  is  known  amongst 
his  friends  is  of  no  possible  consequence  to  those 
who  read  and  take  pleasure  in  reading  his  lucubra- 
tions. Readers  are  entitled  to  look  to  the  Editor 
to  see  that  anonymity  is  not  used  for  a  cloak  of 
maliciousness  so  far  as  knowledge  and  vigilance  on 
his  part  can  prevent  it.  There  is  always  the  waste- 
paper  basket  available  for  such  contributions  as 
will  not  pass  muster.  There  are,  thank  goodness, 
men  whose  pseudonyms  have  become  household 
words — such  as  "  Red  Spinner  "  and  "  Detached 
Badger."  True  that  these  names  are  now  but  the 
thinnest  of  disguises — but  was  that  always  so  ? 
There  must  have  been  a  time  when  the  writing  of 
these  great  men  was  taken  merely  on  its  merits 
apart  from  the  authority  of  their  names.  This,  to 
my  mind,  indicates  a  positive  advantage  for  anony- 
mous correspondence.  It  must  be  taken  on  its 
merits. 

Light  Rods, 

It  seems  Ito  me  a  great  pity,  if  only  in  the 
interests  of  international  good  feeling,  that  some 
correspondents  persist  in  discrediting  American 


lightly-built  split-cane  rods,  I  notice  that  their 
attacks  seem  to  be  concentrated  on  the  two  and  three 
ounce  specimens,  which  the  Americans  confessedly 
only  use  for  small  stream  fishing.  I  have  before 
me  the  catalogue  of  Messrs.  Wm,  Mills  &  Son,  of 
21,  Park-place,  New  York.  I  find  the  H.  L. 
Leonard  Catskill  Fly  Rod,  "  9ft  ,  weighs  only  S^oz. 
to  3Joz,,"  and  is  described  as  "  an  excellent  rod  for 
small  stream  fishing,"  The  Fairy  Catskill  Rod, 
weight  2oz.,  are  described  as  "  The  lightest  rods 
ever  successfully  made  ;  are  thoroughly  durable, 
and  for  a  careful,  experienced  fisherman  are  very 
desirable.  One  of  thes«  rods  in  the  hands  of  a 
skilful  caster  has  laid  &  fly  72ft.,  and  one  angler 
used  one  for  four  days  and  killed  two  hundred  Long 
Island  trout,  and  finished  with  the  rod  in  perfect 
condition."  I  once  handled  one  of  these  rods,  and 
ever  since  I  have  been  promising  myself  one  when 
my  ship  comes  home. 

Now  let  me  compare  this  with  the  lightest  rod  I 
have.  It  is  9ft.,  greenheart,  in  two  pieces,  and 
weighs  exactly  8oz,  In  open  water  and  on  a  large 
fly  I  have  killed  a  trout  3|lb.  in  a  strong  stream, 
but  I  have  been  weeded  and  smashed  more  than 
once  by  chalk  stream  fish  not  over  Jib.,  and  I 
greatly  doubt  if  I  should  have  been  any  worse  off 
with  a  Catskill  rod.  Now  let  us  turn  to  the  more 
ordinary  weights  of  trout  fly  rods.  Here  are  the 
weights  of  three-piece  split-cinea  by  H,  L. 
Leonard — 

9ft.      — 4}oz.  to  4Joz.    10ft,  6in,— 7oz.  to  8jz. 
9ft,  Gin.— 5oz,  to  5ioz,    lift,      — Bioz.  to  9oz. 
10ft.      — 5ioz.  to  Tioz.    lift.  6in.— S^oz.  to  9ioz, 

As  to  these  weights  the  catalogue  states :  "  The 
weights  are  given  for  rods  with  solid  reel  seats ; 
loz.  to  l^oz.  should  be  deducted  for  comparison,  as 
the  weights  of  rods  are  usually  given  with  reel 
bands." 

Now  Kipling,  in  "From  Sea  to  Sea,"  describes 
the  capture  of  salmoQ  after  salmon  in  heavy  water 
in  America  with  a  spoon  thrown  as  a  fly  on  an 
lift,  rod  weighing  8oz.,  without  the  least  damage 
to  the  rod.  Deduct  l|oz.  for  the  solid  reel  seat 
and  here  you  have  the  identical  class  of  article. 
The  very  heaviest  lift,  rods  in  the  catalogue  are 
9^oz.  to  lloz.,  and  are  guaranteed  to  kill  any 
salmon. 

Messrs.  William  Mills  &  Son  catalogue  other 
split-cane  rods  than  the  Leonards  at  halt  the  pries 
— namely,  15  dollars — say,  ^3,  Here  is  a  summary 
of  lengths,  weights,  etc. : — 

9ft.,  5oz.,  smaller  stream  fishing. 

9^ft.,  5Joz.  to  6oz  ,  general  stream  work  and 
lighter  lake  fishing. 

10ft.,  ejoz.  to  6^oz. 

10ft.,  7oz.  to  7ioz.,  heavier  stream  or  lake  work, 
or  for  black  bass  fly  fishing,  or  for  use  in  Maine  or 
Canada,  or  for  black  bass  frog  casting. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  on  the  same  day 
that  Mr.  Alison's  adverse  criticisms  on  light 
American  rods  appeared  in  the  correspondence 
columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, ' '  John  Bickerdyke  " 
in  the  Field  is  announcing  his  converbion  to  the 
use  of  a  lighter  rod,  and  expressing  his  conviction 
— I  write  from  memory — that  the  rods  we  use  are 
generally  fifty  per  cent,  too  heavy. 

What  is  the  good  of  keeping  up  the  pretence  that 
the  better  grades  of  American  rods  are  not  soimd, 
of  first-rate  workmanship  and  fully  equal  to  their 
work  ?  The  best  hooking  and  holding  rod  I  ever 
handled  was  American,  and  only  £2  123. 6d.  at  that. 
If  it  be,  as  Mr.  Alison  says,  that  of  the  light  split- 
cane  rods  he  made  twenty  years  ago  (even  so,  not 
so  light  as  Messrs.  Mills  &  Son's  15  dollar  rods) 
only  five  or  six  have  been  sold,  does  not  that 
suggest  that  English  makers  have  not  found  the 
secret  of  doing  what  the  Americans  have  done — 
namely,  turning  out  a  very  light  rod  really  equal 
to  its  job.  Why  will  not  our  English  makers 
confess  it  frankly  and  set  to  work  to  repair  the 
omission  ?  It  can  do  no  good  to  go  on  comparing 
3oz.  American  rods  with  13oz.  English  rods.  Try 
comparing  6jz.  to  Boz.  Americans  with  13oz, 
English  rods,  and  then  say  if  lightness  does  not 
give  the  American  the  advantage  without  any 
sacrifice  of  soundness. 

Points  of  interest  about  the  use  of  split-cane 
rods  60  light  as  these  American  patterns,  about 
which  definite  and  authoritative  information  from 
the  other  side  of  the  big  drink  would  be  desirable, 
are — Do  the  Americans  fish  up  stream  to  any 
appreciable  extent  ?  Do  they  cast  any  length  of 
line  in  so  doing '?  Do  they  attempt  to  cut  into  the 
wind  ?    Do  they  dry  their  flies  ever  ?    Are  their 
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waters  weedy  '?  And  finally,  how  does  the  gut  they 
commonly  use  compare,  for  fineness  and  strength, 
with  the  gut  commonly  used  over  here '? 

I  can  conceive  that  in  cutting  into  a  wind  and 
in  throwing  a  long  line  up  stream,  or  in  holding  up 
the  nose  of  a  strong  fish  resolutely  set  on  going  to 
weed,  the  lighter  American  rods  might  be  at  a 
disadvantage  as  compared  with  first-rate  English 
tools  specially  built  for  the  dry  fly  and  the  weedy 
rivers  of  southern  England.  But  I  have  handled 
an  ordinary  10ft.  six-inch  Leonard  and  have  de- 
spatched May  Flies  made  with  whole  uncut  summer 
duck  wings  with  it  to  their  destination  to  my 
entire  satisfaction.  No  English  rod  would  have 
done  better,  and  it  would  certainly  have  been  at 
least  a  quarter  of  a  pound  heavier. 

The  change  to  lighter  rods  has  got  to  come. 
Why  not  accept  it  in  a  spirit  of  fairness  and  strive 
to  be  first  in  the  field  with  the  new  article  ? 

Val  Conson. 


AUTUMN  FISHING  ON  THE 
THAMES. 
By  F.  H.  Amphlett. 


"  Hurrah  for  the  autunm  fishing  1 "  Such  is 
the  cry  of  the  coarse  fisherman  whose  habit  it  is  to 
patronise  our  grand  river,  the  Thames.  Leaves  of 
many  tints  have  already  dropped  from  the  trees 
and  have  been  carried  away  by  the  stream.  The 
old  hand  who  fishes  the  Thames  knows  full  well 
that  the  time  of  year  has  arrived  when  he  will  obtain 
excellent  sport.  As  he  sits  in  the  old  armchair  at 
home  and  quaffs  the  well-brewed  ale  and  smokes 
the  fragrant  weed  he  thinks  of  the  morrow  with  all 
its  possibilities.  The  summer  which  gladdens  the 
heart  of  the  yoimg,  but  which  is  so  fateful  to  sport, 
has  gone.  Autumn,  with  its  many  dreary  accom- 
paniments, is  here,  and  as  one  meanders  by  the 
river  bank  there  is  every  sign  of  approaching 
winter.  The  dewy  grass,  the  almost  leafless  trees, 
the  overgrown  willows,  the  dull  appearance  of  the 
bushes,  and  the  absence  of  people  (who  make  the 
Thames  their  highway  of  pleasure  in  the  summer), 
all  strikes  one  as  sombre  and  monotonous — the 
quietude  is  almost  mysterious  to  those  unused  to 
country  life.  But  the  angler  tits  in  the  midst  of 
solitude  watching  "the  quivering  quUl." 

Roach  at  this  time  of  the  year  are  in  excellent 
condition,  and  as  a  rule  afford  good  sport  to  nine- 
tenths  of  those  who  fish  the  river.  Barbel,  bream, 
tench,  and  carp  are  practically  done  with  for  the 
time  being,  but  the  season  for  pike,  perch,  chub, 
and  roach  is  now  in  full  swing.  The  latter  fish, 
however,  are  not  to  be  caught  by  chaff  or  even 
bread-crust  unless  the  angler  utilises  the  finest 
tackle  and  fishes  with  the  utmost  delicacy.  For 
the  river  has  not  yet  put  on  its  winter  garment 
and  the  water  is  not  so  clouded  that  fish  caimot 
discern  or  instinctively  notice  danger.  It  follows 
that  the  angler  who  succeeds  in  getting  a  good 
basketful  of  roach  from  the  Thames  in  autumn 
must  be  one  whose  movements  are  quiet,  who  is 
careful,  and  who  makes  a  study  of  the  water. 
Coarse  gut  loaded  with  big  shot,  a  heavy  float,  and 
large  hooks  are  not  conducive  to  sport.  Plumbing 
the  depth  must  be  quietly  performed,  there  must 
be  no  splashing,  and  the  operation,  which  should 
be  done  accurately,  must  yet  be  accomplished 
quickly.  Apart  from  this,  the  running  line  should 
be  fine  enough  to  enable  the  float  to  travel  some 
fifteen  or  twenty  yards  below  the  original  place  of 
ground-baiting.  Not  that  this  is  always  necessary, 
but  in  case  the  fish  do  not  freely  work  up  into  a 
swim.  And  it  often  happens  that  the  captiure  of  a 
small  fish  as  it  struggles  to  escape  capture  after 
being  hooked  will  scare  the  larger  roach,  and  con- 
sequently the  better  fish  drop  back  through  being 
scared.  The  trout  fisherman  often  suffers  in  sport 
through  a  fish  being  "  put  down,"  but  the  coarse 
fisherman  also  suffers  from  the  same  complaint. 
There  is  much  wisdom  in  the  quotation  from 
Gervase  Markham — "  A  skilful  angler  ....  must 
be  prudent,  apprehending  the  reason  why  the  fish 
will  not  bite."  In  roach  fishing  even  a  ripple  on 
the  water  caused  by  the  movement  in  a  punt  will 
frighten  fish,  especially  large  roach  and  chub  ;  but 
small  roach  and  chub,  like  small  chQdren,  are 
often  to  be  "  taken  in "  by  a  subterfuge.  Most 
anglers,  however,  are  anxious  to  catch  fairly  good 
sized  fish,  and  consequently  they  mast  be  careful 
in  every  detail. 

So  much  haa  already  been  written  upon  "  the 
essentials  to  success,"  "the  neoessity  of  quietude," 


and  "  the  importance  of  being  in  earnest,"  that 
one  feels  rather  disinclined  to  allude  to  such 
stubborn  things  as  facts.  Yet  although  one  cannot 
fish  successfully  by  rule  of  thumb  it  is  as  well  to 
realise  the  best  way  to  succeed  when  the  Thames 
assumes  its  autumn  garb.  A  point  of  importance 
is  to  make  up  one's  mind  what  kind  of  fish  to  try 
for,  and  where  to  fish.  The  person  who  goes  out 
at  random  with  no  idea  of  his  intentions,  trusting 
rather  to  what  "luck"  will  bring  him,  stands 
an  inferior  chance.  It  is  possible,  of  course,  that 
the  person  who  goes  reaching  and  throws  out  a 
bait  for  pike  may  ultimately  succeed  in  landing  a 
specimen  pike.  That  may  be  termed  success,  but 
it  is  not  so  from  an  artistic  point  of  view.  It  does 
not  prove  the  quality  of  the  angler,  and  is  not  so 
satisfactory  to  him  as  the  capture  of  a  specimen 
fish  of  the  kind  for  which  he  is  angling.  When 
the  water  is  highly  coloured  it  is  almost  useless  to 
try  float  fishing  for  pike.  Paternostering  then  may 
secure  a  few  fish,  but  ledgering  is  likely  to  be  more 
successful,  though  curiously  the  latter  method  is 
seldom  adopted  on  the  Thames. 

Byusingaledgerfor  pike  one  can  also  fish  for  roach 
without  much  fear  of  alarming  the  latter  fish  if  the 
angler  really  prefers  to  try  a  second  rod.  But  pike 
seldom  feed  well  on  a  muggy  day,  and  so  it  is  almost 
best  to  fish  only  for  roach  then.    It  must  not  be 


INCIDENTS. 


The  little  incidents  which  I  propose  to  relate  are 
not  given  merely  with  the  intention  of  making 
readers  smile,  but  if  they  will  kindly  look  just  an 
inch  or  two  beyond  their  eyelashes,  I  trust  they 
will  find  something  more  valuable. 

That  history  repeats  itself  is  too  barefaced  a  fact 
to  allow  of  any  argument,  and  the  full  force  of  the 
assertion  was  brought  heavily  on  my  mind  only  a 
few  weeks  ago,  repeating  a  piece  of  my  own 
ancient  history. 

Chatting  with  that  very  able  angler — figuratively 
speaking,  both  with  "  line  and  rule  " — "  John 
Bickerdyke "  on  sea-angling  matters,  as  he  was 
unfastening  his  trace  after  competing  in  the 
Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  Angling  Festival,  he 
remarked  that  many  fishermen  had  cast  askant 
glances  at  the  fine  gut  and  small  hooks  he  was 
using. 

"  Oh,  they  will  all  come  to  it  in  good  time,"  I 
said  ;  "  you  are  teaching  them  very  quickly." 

"  Do  you  think  so  ?  "  he  inquired. 

"  Yes,"  was  my  answer ;  "  see  even  the  differ- 
ence of  now  and  five  years  ago." 

Now,  when  I  began  to  fish  with  a  fly — of  course, 
some  years  back — I  used  gut  as  thick  in  propor- 
tion, as  compared  with  the  general  sea-angler,  as 
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forgotten  that  one  can  move  about  the  river  in 
search  of  fish  (in  preference  to  waiting  for  fish  to 
come  to  the  angler)  much  quicker  and  easier  when 
only  one  rod  is  in  use,  and  some  anglers  aver  that 
the  two  rod  system  seldom  results  in  the  best  bag. 
Certainly  the  eye  cannot  be  on  both  rods  at  once, 
but  it  is  possible  for  two  to  be  used.  If  one  be  in 
search  of  perch  the  first  thing  to  do  is  to  discover 
their  whereabouts.  It  is  absolutely  of  little  use 
waiting  for  perch.  They  are  gregarious  and  good 
feeders  when  once  located,  but  to  sit  on  the  bank  or 
in  a  punt  and  try  for  perch  where  there  are  none  is 
likely  to  prove  a  bit  wearisome.  If  it  be  chub 
that  the  angler  desires  then  he  must  search  for  sharp 
streams  under  high  clay  banks,  or  under  boughs. 
He  must  fish  fine  and  far  off  or  he  will  scare  the 
shy  chevin.  There  is  chub  fishing  a  Vordinairc — 
namely,  ledgering  with  cheese  paste  or  shrimp ;  and 
chub  fishing  a  la  recherche — namely,  floating  with 
appropriate  bait  along  swift  currents.  The  differ- 
ence between  the  two  is  simply  a  matter  of  taste 
or  art,  or  you  may  call  it  science. 
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that  used  by  "John  Bickerdyke."  And  why  so  ? 
Because  I  was  taught  by  the  natives  of  the  county 
in  which  I  learned  the  art  to  do  so.  However, 
after  the  first  season,  and  nearly  at  the  beginning 
of  the  next,  I  met  one  day  a'  "  stranger "  who 
had  fished  in  many  lands,  and  after  we  had  con- 
versed on  fishing  matters  generally,  and  particularly 
about  the  part  of  the  world  in  which  we  were  in, 
he  mildly  hinted  that  he  could  not  understand  why 
I  was  using  a  cast  large  enough  and  strong  enough 
to  hold  a  fair-sized  "  man-of-war." 

Of  course,  his  remark  held  a  little  bit  of  wit ; 
then  he  was  a  sailor — hence  the  simile.  But 
he  soon  convinced  me  of  the  folly  of  my  ways. 
Still,  to  say  a  good  word  for  my  original  mentors, 
who  had  taught  me  to  use  those  treble  twisted 
(by-the-bye,  they  were  not  exactly  "treble  twisted," 
but  the  occasion  is  too  good  to  miss)  casts ;  it 
must  be  remembered  that  in  those  days  the  natives 
only  fished  when  the  rivers  were  full,  and  this  is 
one  of  the  reasons  why  we  hear  so  much  about 
those  enormous  catches  made  by  the  ancient 
anglers,  they  filling  their  boxes — boxes  came  before 
baskets — their  pockets,  and  even  resorting  to  the 
"  hat  trick  " — so  numerous  were  the  fish  they 
captured.  We  nowadays,  however,  fish  all  waters, 
"  catch  as  catch  can,"  either  clear  or  claret- 
coloured  ;  but  they  only  fished,  as  I  have  said,  on 
days  when  the  water  was  "  fittee  " — as  they  would 
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call  it — and  therefore  our  luck  cannot  be  compared 
with  theirs  in  any  shape  or  form. 

And  so  I  would  suggest  it  is  with  sea-angling  at 
the  present  moment. 

An  amateur  must  go  to  the  seaside  when  circum- 
stances will  allow,  but  the  "professional"  can 
await  the  exact  time,  and  where  he  knows,  from 
long  experience,  it  will  be  exactly  suited  to  his 
requirement.  At  such  times  it  appears  to  me 
that  it  doesn't  matter  whether  you  use  a  wagon 

rope  or  single  salmon  gut.    The  fish  will  feed. 

*  *  »  *  » 

The  readers  of  this  paper  have  not  forgotten,  I 
trust,  my  old  friend,  the  "  White-Headed  Novice." 
"  Novice  "  forsooth  1  Well,  some  of  you  may 
remember  I  once  chaffed  him  about  the  size  and 
length  of  the  handle  of  his  landing-net.  However, 
it  has  never  disturbed  our  long-standing  friendship; 
but  one  day  I  met  him,  as  I  was  going  a-fishing,  at 
Topsham  Bridge,  on  the  Devon  Avon. 

At  the  moment  of  my  arrival  he  had  just  hooked 
a  good  trout ;  but  between  him  and  the  river  was 
a  wall  of  about  four  feet  high,  and  on  the  other 
side  of  it  was  a  clear  drop  into  the  water  of,  say, 
six  feet.  Of  course,  as  he  played  his  lish,  I  saw 
at  once  that  with  fine  tackle  he  could  not  lift  a 
lib.  fish,  or  thereabout,  without  the  chance  of 
breaking  its  hold  on  the  cast.  Under  these  circum- 
stances I  at  once  offered  to  land  it  for  him. 

As  is  the  general  rule,  the  handle  of  my  landing- 
net  was  only  about  three  foot  six,  and  therefore  of 
no  use  for  the  purpose  required,  and  without  any 
hesitation  then  I  at  once  took  up  his,  which  was 
lying  on  the  coping  of  the  bridge.  As  I  did  so, 
however,  I  thought  I  saw  a  smile  come  over  his 
face ;  and  when  I  had  landed  the  fish  he  slapped 
■ — fancy  receiving  a  slap  from  a  man  standing  six 
foot  two  I — me  on  the  back,  and  said  in  a  saucy 
manner,  "Ah,  William,  it's  my  turn  to  laugh 
now." 

I  said  less  but  thought  the  more. 

♦  *  *  *  ♦ 

You  see  the  pretty  picture  which  is  published 
with  this  effusion  ?  "  What  a  flock  of  thoughts 
takes  wing,"  as  Mr.  Henry  Norman  says  in  his 
book,  "  In  all  the  Eussias,"  as  I  look  at  it.  Well, 
among  others,  is  a  desperate  fight  I  once  had  in  its 
immediate  vicinity,  which,  though  it  took  place  in 
the  last  century,  "  seems  but  yesterday." 

"Didn't  know  I  was  a  fighting  man?"  Oh, 
yes ;  been  one  ever  since  I  left  the  cradle — but  a 
poor  one,  I  fear.  Yet  "  it's  a  long  lane,"  etc.,  and 
perhaps  my  "turning"  may  come  some  day. 
Never  say  die ! 

However,  this  fight  about  which  I  am  thinking 
was  with  a  salmon  ;  not  a  very  large  fish,  but  one  of 
those  whose  fighting  weight  is  hard  to  beat,  namely, 
121b.  The  water  at  the  time  of  the  battle  was  a 
good  bit  higher  than  shown  in  the  excellent  photo- 
graph— which  is  executed  by  Mr.  W.  E.  Gay,  of 
South  Brent,  Devon — and  came  through  the  arches 
like,  as  it  was,  a  raging  torrent.  It  really  appeared 
that  it  would  have  been,  even  for  a  fish,  impossible 
to  stem  it,  so  great  was  the  weight  of  water  which 
was  bound  between  the  walls  of  the  bridge.  How- 
ever, a  few  yards  below,  on  the  far  side,  the 
stream  turned  into  a  large  eddy,  and  into  this  I 
threw.  But  nothing  touched  me,  and  I  had  cast 
three  times  before  a  |heavy  swirl  showed  me  it 
held  a  fish.  Then  I  rested  for  a  minute  or  two, 
and  on  again  trying  I  was  fast  in  a  fish.  For 
some  moments,  however,  it  did  not  move,  and 
I  stood  with  a  tight  line,  anxiously  waiting  for 
matters  to  develop,  during  which  time  my 
anxiety  was  heightened  by  noticing  that  the 
waterstave — as  the  bush  growth  on  a  river's  bank 
is  technically  called — below  was  thick  and  solid, 
and  should  the  fish  go  downward  I  thought  it 
would  be  a  hundred  to  one  against  me.  How- 
ever, at  length  the  fish  moved  upwards,  first 
slowly ;  but  then  with  a  sudden  rush  it  went 
straight  for  the  far  archway. 

When  it  had  reached  about  half  way  through, 
however,  it  came  back,  and  went  down  stream  at 
an  awful  peg,  my  reel  singing  a  pretty  tune.  But 
as  suddenly  as  it  had  started  it  brought  up  in  the 
middle  of  the  stream,  some  twenty  yards  below, 
and  there  hung.  And  now  came  a  trying  time. 
Though  the  river  downwards  has  a  fairly  straight 
course  both  sides  are  thickly  bushed,  and  many 
ideas  ran  through  my  mind  as  to  how  I  should 
proceed.  At  the  moment,  however,  and  before  I 
had  settled  on  any  particular  plan — but  when  I  had 
thought  from  the  time  it  had  stayed  it  must  have 
found  a  sanctuary  behind  some  big  rock,  the  force 


of  the  water  being  so  great — it  shot  out  at  right 
angles  to  the  current  and  came  under  the  bank  on 
my  side. 

And  now  I  almost  gave  up  all  hopes  of  succeed- 
ing, as  even  at  normal  water  the  growth  on  the 
bank  grew  fairly  well  down  to  the  edge,  but  now 
by  the  spate  it  dipped  right  into  it.  My  immediate 
action — as  the  fish  took  up  this  position — was  to 
thrust  my  rod  horizontally  across  the  stream,  so 
as  to  bring  the  line  from  under  the  brushwood, 
and  as  I  did  so  the  fish  began  to  come  up  towards 
Hie,  the  "  sag  "  of  the  line  being  kept  tight  by  the 
heavy  current.  Time  after  time,  however,  I  thought 
the  line  would  be  caught  by  the  branches  which 
hung  in  the  stream,  but  luck  favoured  me,  and  I 
at  once  began  to  consider  what  I  should  do  if  the 
fish  came  through  without  a  hitch. 

However,  my  mind  was  soon  made  up.  At  once 
I  eaw  that  if  it  only  came  far  enough  I  could  put 
my  gaff  into  it  as  it  passed  me.  On  and  on  it  came, 
and  when  it  had  reached  nearly  opposite  to  where 
I  was  standing  it  went  outwards,  the  water 
shoaling  by  the  ground  shelving,  and  though  I 
made  a  sharp  stroke  with  the  gaff  I  failed  to  reach 
the  fish,  and  it  continued  its  course  again  right  up 
to  the  arch  ;  not,  however,  going  very  fast,  but 
progressing  in  a  confident  style,  as  though  it  didn't 
care  a  dump  for  me  or  mine — that  is,  my  line. 
Only  naturally,  as  it  had  been  coming  up  to  me 
from  below,  I  had  been  winding  in  my  line  for 
dear  life— the  fish's,  I  fancy — and  now  when  it 
reached  the  more  troubled  water  where  it  flowed 
through  the  archway,  I  "  tackled  "  it  as  hard  as  I 
dare,  and  presently  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
— or  rather  feeling — it  come  back  to  me,  and  now 
again  reeling  in  my  line  as  fast  as  I  could ;  when 
it  came  nearly  opposite  me  I  had  my  line  tight. 

Shifting  then  my  rod  into  my  left  hand,  and 
keeping  my  finger  against  the  line,  I  lengthened 
out  my  gaff  as  far  as  I  could  reach  my  right  arm, 
and  making  a  sudden  strike  jammed  the  point  well 
home.  But  I  must  admit  I  had  struck  the  fish 
nearer  the  tail  than  the  head,  and  had  I  not 
at  once  thrown  my  rod  back  behind  me  on  the 
bank,  and  got  both  hands  on  the  gaff,  I  should 
have  lost  it.  However,  it  was  a  game  fight  with  a 
game  fish. 

And  now  as  my  patron  saint,  Shakespeare,  made 
Hamlet  say— 

"  Yea,  from  the  table  of  my  memory 
I'll  wipe  away  all  trivial  fond  records." 

Pheasant  Tail. 


A  DAY  WITH  COUSIN  BEN. 


I  HAD  looked  forward  to  having  a  day  with  Cousin 
Ben  for  weeks  ;  he  did  not  live  far  from  the  river, 
and  the  morning  before  we  began  to  fish  we  each 
carried  a  bag  of  cut  up  dew  worms  and  carefully 
baited  a  place  for  swimming  the  float  for  Ben  and 
another  swim  for  me,  for  he  did  not  believe  in  fishing 
a  place  too  soon  after  being  prepared,  throwing 
worms  in  the  last  thing  to  be  devoured  by  eels,  nor 
using  them  whole.  It  is  most  difficult  to  calculate 
how  far  they  will  twirl  and  struggle  in  a  current 
before  grounding,  and  in  their  endeavour  to  get 
clear  of  the  water  there  is  no  telling  where  they 
will  crawl  and  do  far  more  harm  than  good. 
Fishing  a  swim  too  soon  after  baiting  is  a  mistake 
anglers  often  make,  and  when  they  have  left  it  in 
disgust  I  have  known  experts  have  capital  sport. 
Again,  throwing  in  two  or  three  hundred  worms 
while  the  fish  are  suffering  from  the  effects  of  a 
surfeit  is  like  expecting  a  sick  man  to  devour  a  fat 
pork  chop.  Ben  stuck  a  peg  in  the  bank  close  to 
the  edge  of  the  water  at  the  head  of  his  swim  and 
carefully  hid  it  with  a  little  debris.  On  arriving  the 
following  morning,  finding  the  peg  had  not  been 
disturbed,  and  the  water  at  the  same  level,  he 
remarked  that  we  were  all  right,  began  t«  wake  up, 
and  spent  some  time  in  obtaining  the  proper  depth. 
His  swim  being  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  yards 
in  length,  of  course  he  did  not  accomplish  this 
with  a  plummet,  for  after  putting  his  float  up  the 
line  xmtil  it  kept  going  under,  he  then  put  it 
shallower  and  shallower  until  it  cut  through  the 
water  without  either  boggling  or  disappearing. 
"  Eight  you  are  at  last,"  said  Ben,  addressing  his 
red-tipped  turkey-quill.  I  could  not  help  saying, 
"  How  do  you  know  it  is  right  ?  "  "In  such  a  clear , 
sandy,  level  swim  as  this  I  know,  as  well  as  it  is 
possible  to  know,  that  the  bait  swims  clear  of  the 
ground  and  is  all  right  by  this  test "  ;  and  putting 
his  float  about  three  inches  up  the  line,  it  had  not 


gone  far  before  it  suddenly  stopped  and  disappeared. 
Baising  his  rod  and  starting  it  once  more  it  again 
went  under,  then  altering  it  back  to  the  same 
depth  as  before,  by  using  a  little  backward  pressure, 
he  allowed  it  to  glide  straight  and  steadily  over 
the  ground-bait.  "  Missed  him,  by  jove,"  said  Ben 
as  he  struck  sharply  at  his  dipping  float.  "  A  dace 
I'll  be  bound." 

"  Put  three  or  four  large  worms  in  that  cocoanut- 
shell,  clip  them  into  small  pieces  with  those  scissors, 
and  when  my  float  settles  down  pitch  them  right 
behind  it.  Very  well  done.  Don't  forget  that  the 
bait  should  clear  the  ground.  If  you  put  the  float 
too  deep  it  begins  to  drag  and  goes  under ;  on  the 
other  hand,  if  it  is  put  too  shallow  it  will  glide 
down  with  the  bait  above  the  heads  of  the  fish- 
one  might  as  well  angle  on  the  bank ;  and  a  little 
check  on  the  float  will  keep  the  bait  in  front  of  the 
tackle,  give  the  fish  a  fair  chance  to  take  it,  and 
when  using  a  goose  or  turkey- quill  float  (the  latter 
for  choice)  that  will  take  from  four  to  six  B  B  shots, 
according  to  the  force  of  the  current,  the  two 
lowest  being  furthest  apart,  and  the  lowest  about 
fifteen  inches  from  the  hook.  In  gentler  swims  a 
lighter  quill  and  tackle  must  be  used,  with  the  two 
lowest  shots  much  smaller  and  wider  apart,  with  a 
much  larger  shot  or  very  small  corking  weight  near 
the  loop  of  the  gut.  This  has  the  effect  of  keeping 
the  float  steady." 

"Why,  may  I  ask,  do  you  prefer  single  shots  on 
the  gut  to  having  them  in  couples,  as  I  have 
frequently  seen  them  '?  " 

"  I  think  they  are  not  so  conspicuous,  and  in 
gentle  streams  I  prefer  the  two  lowest  shots  as 
small  as  possible  because  the  fish  (especially  alder- 
manic  roach  and  cautious  carp-bream)  have  more 
time  to  examine  the  tackle  and  bait  as  they  glide 
slowly  along.  Another  thing,  do  not  attempt  to 
strike  roach  and  chub  forty  and  fifty  yards  off 
when  fishing  from  the  bank — similar  to  Thames 
anglers  with  a  shorter  rod  than  mine  from  a  punt — 
when  you  cannot  hook  them  properly  at  twenty." 

"  What  is  the  reason  of  it  ?  " 

"  You  do  not  put  enough  powder  into  the  stroke  ; 
you  seem  afraid  to  strike.  In  short,  more  often 
than  not  the  force  of  the  stroke  does  not  go  beyond 
your  float,  and  you  might  just  as  well  not  strike  at 
all." 

"  If  the  float  begins  to  work  in  towards  the 
shore,  in  spite  of  all  you  can  do  to  prevent  it, 
glides  quietly  off  at  a  tangent  out  of  the  swim ;  the 
line  slackens,  begins  to  circle,  or  as  it  is  termed 
'  belly,'  and  you  lose  all  command  over  it,  you 
must  not  allow  it  to  travel  down  so  far  again,  but 
reel  up  at  once,  and  this  can  be  done  quickest  by 
striking  the  outer  or  revolving  edge  of  the  reel 
with  the  tips  of  your  fingers  and  lowering  the  point 
of  the  rod  to  suit  the  operation." 

"  More  quickly  do  you  think  than  by  using  a 
handle  of  the  reel  ?  " 

"  Much  more  quickly ;  it  is  surprising  the  time 
one  can  save." 

"  Suppose  you  had  a  bite  with  the  float  acting 
as  described,  it  is  the  Bank  of  England  to  a  pillar- 
box  against  striking  a  fish  properly,  and  yet  I  have 
often  seen  it  attempted." 

"  Others  very  often  come  to  grief  because  they 
will  not  use  a  floating  line  ;  it  is  a  wonderful  aid  in 
striking  successfully  either  in  stiU  or  running  water. 
One  is  at  the  fish  in  a  moment,  and  if  only  the 
portion  that  is  allowed  to  float  is  properly  greased 
either  with  deer's  fat,  ceroleum,  vaseline,  with  a 
little  of  Aspinall's  green  enamel  (this  is  strongly 
recommended  by  a  well-known  angler)  or  gishurs- 
tine,  it  does  not  prevent  it  passing  freely  through 
the  rings." 

"  The  latter  substance  I  have  found  very  useful 
in  softening  lines  that  were  often  as  hard  as  almond- 
rock,  lines  prepared  by  some  one!  who  knew  little  or 
nothing  about  it,  and  taking  the  kinks  out  of  others 
that  were  quiet  useless,  slowly  curling  about  as 
they  came  off  the  reel  like  confined  snakes  in  hot 
weather.  I  saturate  a  piece  of  clean  coarse  linen 
cloth,  spread  it  on  thin  like  butter,  pass  the  line 
through  it  three  or  four  times,  and  then  hang  it  up 
to  dry." 

"  I  am  afraid,  Tom,  you  do  not  always  strike 
directly  from  the  reeli" 
"  I  must  confess  I  do  not." 
",Learn  to  do  so,  and  you  cannot  be  wrong." 
"  Good  morning,  Ben." 
"  Same  to  you.  Jack." 

This  to  Jack  Sharp,  sweep,  who  had  just  come 
over  the  bank,  and  was  obliged  to  snatch  a  few 
hours  for  angling  when  he  could.   Without  excep' 
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tion  he  was  one  of  the  most  boastful  and  egotistical 
anglers  I  ever  knew — always  right  (in  his  own 
opinion),  and  everybody  else  always  wrong,  and 
Ben  delighted  in  taking  him  down  a  peg. 

"  Any  sport  ?  " 

"  None  at  present." 

"  I  think  you  are  on  the  wrong  tack  travelling 
for  'em.    I  should  try  pegging." 
"  Not  if  I  know  it." 
"  Had  any  bites  ?  " 
"  One,  and  missed  him." 

"  Just  so  !  I  say  pegging  is  the  best  for  this 
swim." 

"  I  say  it  is  not." 

"  Indeed  1    Look  here,  I  can  stay  two  hours, 
and  I'll  bet  you  a  quart  of  ale  I  beat  you." 
"  Done  with  you." 

The  affair  had  occurred  so  quickly  and  I  was  so 
interested  in  the  match  that  I  did  not  begin  fishing 
to  watch  it. 

"  I  shall  try  here,"  said  Sharp.  "  There  is  a 
capital  seat,  and  it  is  nice  and  low." 

"  All  right.  Go  anywhere  you  like,  only  keep 
above  me  or  at  least  fifty  yards  below." 

While  Jack  intently  eyed  his  long,  thin,  red- 
tipped  porcupine  quill,  the  top  pointing  up-stream 
like  a  snag,  offering  little  resistance  to  the  current, 
with  the  two  lowest  shots  holding  the  ground, 
and  which  he  kept  still  about  five  yards  belovr  where 
he  sat,  his  rod  held  straight  out,  the  button  in  his 
left  groin,  with  his  left  hand  at  the  back  of  his  reel, 
the  tips  of  his  fingers  reaching  over  to  the  outer 
edge  ready  to  strike  at  any  moment,  Ben  allowed 
his  to  glide  serenely  down  the  swim,  keeping  just 
sufficient  pressure  on  the  float  for  the  bait  to  be  in 
front  of  the  tackle  and  no  more. 

Some  put  on  enough  to  lift  the  bait  and  prevent 
it  floating  down  stream  in  a  natural  manner,  some 
put  on  too  little  and  allow  it  to  drag  behind  the 
float  and  tackle,  making  it  quite  as  difficult  for  the 
angler  to  strike  as  the  fish  to  take  it. 

Every  time  Ben  caught  a  fish  the  sweep  looked 
the  picture  of  misery,  but  said  nothing.  He  tried 
all  he  knew,  put  on  the  most  tempting  baits,  some- 
times allowing  his  float  to  go  creeping  down  the 
swim  inch  by  inch — a  method  he  often  followed 
when  fishing  alone — and  did  not  forget  the  ground 
bait.  He  might  as  well  have  fished  in  a  pail.  The 
result  of  this  little  flutter  was  Ben  caught  thirteen 
dace  and  one  eel,  while  Sharp  never  ha^  a  bite ;  in 
fact  he  was  so  disgusted  that  before  time  was  up 
suddenly  pulled  out,  and  said ; 

"  I'm  off." 

"  Never,  man." 

"  I  tell  thee  I  am  going.  I'm  dashed  if  I  can 
make  it  out." 

"  I  shall  be  at  the  Grey  Horse  about  8.30." 

"  All  right.    I  shall  be  there.    Good  day,  Ben." 

"  Same  to  you.  Jack." 

"  That  sweep  is  a  clever  man  in  the  main,  Tom, 
but  he  was  so  eager  to  beat  me  that  he  did  not  give 
himself  time  to  think  and  only  proved  himself  a  fool." 

"  In  what  way  may  I  ask  ?  " 

"  Surely  you  can  see  that  in  this  clear  water 
with  the  float  in  a  line  with  the  top  of  my  rod 
very  few  fish  would  pass  my  ground  bait,  and  if 
they  did  they  would  not  pass  me." 

"  It  seems  very  feasible." 

"  Feasible  I  Why  his  bait  was  only  about  four 
yards  from  where  I  stood.  You  could  see  that  by 
his  float." 

"  That  would  be  about  the  distance." 

"  And  two  out  of  three  dace  I  hooked  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  swim." 

"  Yes.  At  least  two  or  three  times  the  distance 
Sharp  was  fishing." 

"  That  should  have  opened  hia  eyes,  but  it  did 
not.    So  much  for  poor  Jack." 

After  staying  another  half -hour  and  working  hard 
without  so  much  as  a  bite,  Ben  remarked  : 

"  You  may  take  it  from  me  that  they  are  dead 
off,  my  lad.    However,  stay  if  you  like." 

"  It  seems  useless." 

"  Very  well.  Go  and  give  the  eddy  another  two 
hundred  worms  for  to-morrow,  while  I  am  packing 
up,  and  we  will  be  off  too."  Old  Mark. 


Lyra  Pisoatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Fliei,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  COT8WOLD  IHTS,  M.A.,  Author  of  "Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  FUld  says  :  "Cotswold  Isys  lias 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'X-yra  Pincatoria' is  a  delightful  volume."  The  Amateur  Angler 
■ays  :  "  All  the  f^jems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco '  Is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Auth'jr,  addressed  to  87,  King-street,  CoveDt-garden,  at  the 
r*dac«d  price  of  2*.  M. 


TEOUT  FISHING  ON  KAPID 
STEEAMS.* 
By  H.  C.  Cutcliffk,  F.R.C.S. 

{Continued  from  page  362.) 

CHAPTER  II.— continued. 

From  the  habits  of  fish  in  small  and  rapid 
streams  will  we  deduce  our  principles  for  founding 
our  ideas  of  fishing  these  streams,  and  the  more 
fully  we  comprehend  this  portion  of  our  subject 
the  more  correct  will  our  reasonings  be,  and  the 
more  fruitful  our  labours  prove.  Let  us  endeavour 
then  early  to  form  sound  and  correct  opinions  of 
our  subject ;  let  us  not  be  guided  or  governed  by 
the  dogmatical  statements  of  one  person  or  another 
as  to  what  method  is  most  suitable  to  our  field  of 
operations  ;  let  us  not  be  biased  or  limited  in  our 
attempts  by  the  authoritative  and  often  too  positive 
assertions  of  others,  but  rather  having  formed  our 
own  notions  on  correct  and  just  grounds  let  us 
bring  them  early  into  practice  and  strive  to  steer 
a  course  as  free  and  independent  as  the  right 
knowledge  of  a  subject  demands ;  we  shall  then 
be  better  able  to  judge  of  what  others  say,  to 
refute  their  errors,  and  profit  by  their  experience 
and  statements  when  they  have  been  justly  and 
reasonably  considered.  A  determination  to  com- 
prehend fully  the  habits  of  the  trout,  to  observe 
for  himself  and  reason  from  his  observations  inde- 
pendently of  all  rules  and  dictatorial  assertions  of 
others  will  inspire  the  young  fisherman  with  an 
interest  and  ardour,  patience  and  perseverance, 
which  must  inevitably  make  him  speedily  celebrated 
in  his  art ;  but  to  go  to  the  water's  edge  full  in  his 
mind  of  what  others  say  of  the  manner  in  which  a 
fly  must  be  cast — for  example,  the  time  for  its 
being  put  on,  the  length  of  line,  collar,  and  rod, 
and  I  know  not  how  many  other  particularities — 
without  any  idea  of  the  reason  why  such  must  be, 
will  inevitably  ere  many  hours  have  passed  bring 
disappointment  to  his  hopes  and  disgust  at  the  want 
of  success  which  he  so  soon  complains  of.  He 
takes  his  rod  in  hand  for  the  purpose  of  trying  in 
practice  what  others  have  stated  concerning  the 
subject,  but  we  well  know  the  impossibility  of  any 
one,  however  well  versed  in  rhetoric,  conveying  to 
the  mind  of  those  unskilled  in  the  art  he  treats  of 
all  the  minute  details  of  his  practice,  which  often 
form  the  most  important  parts  of  his  own  skill  and 
knowledge  :  his  rough  ideas  of  the  subject  he  may 
give,  and  they  will  be  perhaps  remembered,  ay  and 
by  the  scholar  thought  all-sufficient  and  infallible, 
till  sad  experience  disproves  his  notions  and  scatters 
his  treasured  nostrums.  Should  he  even  partially 
succeed  in  his  application  of  the  crude  ideas  of 
others,  the  only  reason  he  can  give  to  his  inquiring 
mind  why  he  succeeds  is  that  some  one  told  him 
by  such  means  he  would  do  so,  or  because  some 
one  who  did  likewise  succeeded.  The  novelty  of 
experiment  will  soon  wear  off,  and  variety  of  means 
.being  deficient  carelessness  will  soon  overtake  the 
disciple,  his  shallow  knowledge  will  be  speedily 
exhausted,  and  an  idea  or  feeling  of  tameness  will 
attach  itself  to  the  subject,  which  in  no  long  time 
will  be  altogether  abandoned,  or  if  awhile  pursued 
more  numerous  trials  will  not  effect  a  correspond- 
ing change  or  increase  in  success,  which  would 
assuredly  have  resulted  had  the  fisherman  in  the 
first  instance  learned  to  think  for  himself  instead 
of  implicitly  relying  on  the  statements  and  dogmas 
of  other  people. 

Of  all  the  various  modes  of  fishing,  artificial  fly 
fishing  is  beyond  compare  the  most  exciting ;  it  is 
that  which  beyond  all  others  is  sport.  Now, 
although  we  feel  confident  of  our  assertion,  we 
may  jet  obtain  much  amusement  and  profitable 
knowledge  in  learning  and  prosecuting  other  modes 
of  fishing,  indeed  the  less  we  limit  our  early  ideas 
of  the  means  we  possess  the  more  ample  in  practice 
shall  we  find  our  resources  and  the  fewer  will  be 
the  days  known  to  us  so  often  alluded  to  by  others 
when  the  fish  will  not  sport — an  idle  excuse,  be- 
gotten of  ignorance  and  adopted  to  conceal  the 
cause  of  want  of  success,  which  more  candidly  and 
truthfully  had  better  have  been  at  once  confessed 
to  be  owing  to  want  of  skill.  Blame  should  have 
been  admitted  by  the  fisherman  as  due  to  himself, 

•  Prom  that  capital  little  work,  "  The  Art  of  Trout 
Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams:  comprising  a  complete 
system  of  fishing  the  North  Devon  streams,  and  their 
like."  Published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co., 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London.  Price 
Sa,  6d,  post  free. 


and  not  cast  so  absurdly  on  the  fish,  but  we  well 
know  how  loath  we  all  are  to  confess  our  own 
ignorance  and  bear  the  taunts  of  others,  and  how 
fond  we  are  of  finding  excuses  to  save  our  own 
reputation.  We  shall  in  course  recur  to  the  detail 
of  various  modes  of  fishing  ;  in  the  meanwhile  let 
us  briefly  take  a  glimpse  of  the  trout  himself. 

Any  one  who  has  observed  a  trout  in  the  midst 
of  a  rapid  well  knows  that  he  is  constantly  plying 
his  fins  to  maintain  his  position  against  the  force 
of  the  falling  water,  and  that  if  he  did  not  do  so  he 
must  as  any  other  inert  object  obe.y  the  force  of 
the  water  and  partake  in  its  rapidity  of  course. 
The  exertion  the  fish  has  to  undergo  to  maintain 
his  position  will  be  proportionally  great  as  the 
force  of  the  stream  acting  against  him  The  greater 
the  fall  of  water  and  force  thereby  acquired  the 
greater  power  or  muscular  exertion  must  the  fish 
perform  to  maintain  his  position.    Again,  as  the 
fish  has  constantly  almost  to  be  darting  across,  or 
even  swim  directly  up  or  against, -.the  opposing 
current  to  secure  his  food  it  follows  that  in  order 
to  feed  he  has  a  labour  to  perform  proportionate 
to  the  resistance  of  the  stream  he  is  in.    We  see 
but  few  places  in  rapid  streams  of  rocky  bottoms 
to  which  the  fish  can  retreat  to  evade  the  powerful 
current,  or  these  so  small  that  a  single  stroke  of 
his  tail  brings  him  into  the  current  necessitating 
increased  labour,  so  that  in  short  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  fish  inhabiting  these  precipitous  streams 
are  incessantly  performing  great  muscular  exertion. 
It  is  evident  then  that  as  the  muscles  moving  their 
bodies  and  fins  are  constantly  exercised,  and  that 
no  muscular  contraction  can  take  place  without 
wear  and  tear  of  tissue,  the  trout  must  either  very 
speedily  suffer  from  exhaustion  or  supply  his  body 
with  materials  for  fresh  blood  for  the  new  forma- 
tion of  changing  parts,  and  this  supply  must  be 
proportionate  to  his  labours,  and  in  the  same  ratio 
as  the  frequency  of  repetition  of  his  labours.  He 
cannot  take  a  large  meal  and  quietly  retire  to  rest 
for  its  digestion,  since  in  obtaining  each  portion  of 
that  meal,  and  a  prolonged  one  too,  he  is  in  violent 
exertion,  is  wearing  away  and  reforming  his  tissues, 
and  at  the  same  time  hastening  the  digestion  of 
the  hard-earned  meal,  and  moreover  when  satiated, 
if  so  he  could  be,  he  has  literally  no  place  to  retreat 
to  where  he  could  be]  free  from  labour,  though 
perhaps  lessened  in  some  degree  in  some  spots  it 
might  be.    Now  this  is  quite  the  case  with  by  far 
the  majority  of  trout  in  small  rapid  streams— 
constantly  working,  constantly  feeding,  sometimes 
more,  sometimes  less,  now  feeding  on  one  insect 
or  grub,  now  on  another,  still  labouring  and  still 
feeding.    There  is  no  rest  for  them,  but  a  few  there 
are  even  in  these  rapid  streams  who,  mature  in 
years  and  excessive  in  timidity,  partake  somewhat 
of  the  habits  of  those  trout  inhabiting  the  larger 
and  slower  stream,  and  find  out  what  few  quiet 
holes  and  hovers  the  stream  may  afford,  and  there 
enjoying  comparative  immunity  from  the  necessity 
of  constant  toil,  please  themselves  as  to  their  time 
of  feeding,  and  carry  their  own  power  of  selection 
even  to  the  kind  of  food  they  will  eat,  rejecting 
such  as  may  not  be  quite  agreeable,  defying  at  the 
same  time  their  smaller  brethren  to  come  within 
their  domains  or  attempt  to  wrestle  and  contest 
with  them  for  the  dainty  morsel  their  stomach 
desires  :  but  those  in  the  North  Devon  streams  are 
few,  most  lamentably  few.   So  many  enemies  there 
conspire  together  for  the  illegal  and  unfair  destruc- 
tion of  the  trout  that  the  number  of  those  permitted 
to  survive  many  summers  is  small,  most  small 
indeed.    Oh  I  that  the  gentlemen  of  North  Devon 
would    amalgamate  in    heart    and  action  and 
determine  to  preserve  the  trout  they  as  Devonians 
ought  most  justly  to  be  proud  of,  not  limiting  their 
field  of  operations  to  some  few  miles  of  water  but 
fencing  their  main  and  tributary  streams,  the 
nursery  and  the  field  from  all  intrusion  of  poachers, 
or  those  who  would  in  any  unsportsmanlike  manner 
destroy  a  trout — truly  their  reward  would  be  great. 
In  no  long  time  the  North  of  Devon  might  boast 
not  only  of  its  natural  beauties  in  outline  and 
detail  of  hill  and  dale,  but  not  the  less  of  streams, 
more  delightful  to  fishermen  than  almost  any  our 
own  country  can  boast  of.    No  streams  can  be 
better  formed  by  Nature  to  afford  sport  to  the 
fisherman,  and  there  is  but  one  thing  wanted  to 
make  those  streams  well  stocked  with  abundance  of 
fish,  and  that  is  to  preserve  the  waters  by  one 
regular  and  uniform  system,  extending  from  the 
estuary  of  the  Taw  to  the  fountain-head  of  every 
stream  or  brook  which  in  any  part  contributes  to 
it.   Not  only  would  the  waters  be  speedily  filled 
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with  large  trout,  but  salmon  would  abound,  and 
soon  might  the  Devonians  again  realise  the  times, 
as  of  yore,  when  the  farmer  was  bound  by  a  special 
clause  in  his  indentures  with  his  apprentices  not 
to  feed  them  on  salmon  more  than  three  days  a 
week.  This  is  a  traditional  story  in  North  Devon, 
and  is  commonly  believed  to  be  true.  At  any  rate 
it  is  certain  that  salmon  used  to  be  very  abundant 
in  North  Devon  rivers,  and  that  they  are  now  very 
scarce,  and  any  one  who  is  familiar  with  the  natural 
history  of  the  salmon,  and  with  the  rivers  of  North 
Devon,  the  Taw  and  its  tributary  streams,  must 
admit  that  there  is  no  reason  why  salmon  should 
not  again  abound  to  such  an  extent  as  to  be  a  very 
considerable  source  of  income  to  the  owners  of  the 
water.  With  railroads  at  hand  the  highest  markets 
could  be  commanded,  and  without  doubt  a  vast 
supjily  in  a  few  years  would  be  annually  sent  from 
the  Devon  streams  if  the  streams  and  the  salmon 
received  due  attention,  the  main  points  being : — 
1.  To  let  the  salmon  up,  which  the  structure  of 
the  weirs  at  present  existing  prevents.  2.  When 
the  salmon  have  gone  up  to  preserve  them  till  they 
have  spawned.  This  would  be  necessary  in  great 
extent  till  a  stock  natural  to  the  waters  were  bred. 
3.  To  let  the  fry  and  old  fish  back  again,  which 
the  weirs  also  in  a  great  measure  prevent.  The 
great  obstacle  to  the  salmon  is  the  forbidding 
structure  of  the  weirs.  These  might  readily  be  so 
altered  as  to  answer  every  useful  purpose  as  regards 
the  turning  off  of  the  water,  whilst  at  the  same  time 
to  permit  salmon  to  get  up  and  pass  back  again. 
The  landowners  are  indeed  shortsighted  when  they 
can  only  recognise  the  value  of  water  to  their  land, 
and  not  comprehend  the  importance  of  salmon  in 
their  rivers.  I  have  gone  astray,  I  know,  from  my 
subject.  My  inclinations  would  almost  induce  me 
to  write  a  chapter  on  the  subject  of  preserving  the 
salmon  and  the  trout,  but  it  is  irrelevant  to  the 
purpose  of  this  undertaking,  and  I  must  forbear  at 
any  rate  for  the  present.  I  may  be  tempted 
perhaps  hereafter  to  send  home  some  remarks  on 
the  subject,  but  I  now  hasten  back  to  the  trout. 

(To  be  continued.) 


FISH  CULTUEE  NEAR  MALVERN. 


THE  MALVERN  WELLS  FISHERY. 
Although  I  was  informed  some  time  ago  that  it 
looked  as  if  there  would  soon  be  more  fish  breeders 
than  the  demand  warranted,  I  am  glad  to  find  that 
old  and  well  established  concerns  are  more  than 
holding  their  own,  and  the  new  ones  have  no 
difficulty  in  selling  all  the  good  trout  they  can 
produce. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  in  many  rivers  the  trout 
would  have  been  extinct  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
admirable  work  done  by  our  British  fish  breeders 
in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Although  the  recent  Royal  Commission  on  our 
salmon  fisheries  very  unwisely  refused  to  recom- 
mend that  the  Government  should  assist  in  salmon 
breeding  and  stocking  experiments,  I  am  glad  to 
see  that  our  colonial  governments  have  more 
enterprise,  also  that  the  Government  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction  has  recog- 
nised the  importance  of  fish  culture  to  a  certain 
extent.  The  Board,  in  connection  with  the  Cork 
International  Exhibition,  applied  to  Mr.  Walter 
Baily,  proprietor  of  the  Midland  Counties  Fishery, 
Malvern  Wells,  to  supply  trout  hatching  appliances, 
showing  the  latest  methods  of  hatching  trout  and 
salmon  ova. 

I  am  glad  to  see  Mr.  Baily  has  again  had  to 
increase  his  water  supply  and  add  ten  more  rearing 
ponds  to  his  farm.  He  has  a  very  neat  and  in- 
teresting illustrated  price  list,  with  some  very 
useful  general  notes  at  the  end.  In  this  note 
referring  to  the  rainbow  trout  the  rate  of  growth 
mentioned  seems  almost  incredible. 

"The  Rainbow  Trout  (S.  Irideus). 
"  This  handsome  fish,  about  which  there  has 
been  so  much  controversy  lately,  was  introduced 
to  the  Malvern  Wells  Fishery  from  America  in 
1887.  It  derives  its  name  from  the  iridescent 
tints,  which  may  be  said  to  comprise  all  the 
colours  of  the  rainbow.  The  back,  which  is  much 
spotted,  is  of  an  olive  green  colour,  having  a  silvery 
line  which  extends  to  the  abdomen ;  the  fins  are 
pink,  slightly  tinged  with  orange,  but  the  most 
striking  feature  is  the  carmine  band  running  from 
head  to  tail.  This  is  more  marked  in  some  speci- 
mecs  than  in  others.    It  spawns  from  the  end  of 


February  to  early  April,  and  it  comes  into  con- 
dition somewhat  later  than  our  native  trout.  The 
young  fish  grow  very  fast,  and  in  a  few  months 
overtake  in  proportions  the  earlier  hatched  fario. 
The  quickest  growth  we  have  heard  of  in  this 
country  is  in  a  lake  on  the  estate  of  a  nobleman  in 
Gloucestershire.  A  consignment  of  yearlings  from 
the  Malvern  Wells  Fishery,  about  five  inches  in 
length,  were  placed  in  the  lake  in  January,  1900  ; 
during  June,  1901,  one  was  taken  weighing  SJlb. 
and  several  over  2!b.  Ponds,  lakes,  and  reservoirs 
containing  plenty  of  natural  food,  water  snails, 
shrimps,  etc.,  with  a  good  depth  of  water,  even 
though  the  supply  may  be  small  at  times,  are 
suitable  for  rainbow  trout." 

In  addition  to  brown  trout.  Loch  Leven  trout, 
rainbows,  etc.,  I  am  glad  to  see  that  Mr.  Baily 
quotes 

Ybarlino  Perch  as  for  Sale  at  10s.  per  100. 

Fishing  clubs  and  river  preservation  associations 
should  make  a  note  of  this.  I  am  also  glad  to  see 
he  makes  a  feature  of 

"  Natural  Fish  Food. 

"  Shell  Fish  (Water  Snails).  Where  not  naturally 
present,  it  is  important  that  these  molluscs  should 
be  introduced ;  they  multiply  very  rapidly,  and 
supply  very  valuable  natural  food  for  trout.  They 
can  be  supplied  through  the  spring  and  summer. 

" .Crustaceans  (Water  Shrimps).  Trout  are  ex- 
ceedingly fond  of  these.  They  also  are  very 
prolific.  It  is  supposed  that  the  pink  colour  of 
the  flesh  of  some  trout  is  caused  by  their  feeding 
on  crustaceans  and  molluscs.  They  can  be  supplied 
through  the  spring  and  summer. 

"  Small  Water  Creatures,  such  as  daphniie, 
Cyclops,  cypris,  etc.,  all  commonly  classed  as  water 
fleas,  which  are  the  best  of  food  for  trout  fry,  can 
be  supplied  in  any  quantity  during  the  summer 
months." 

Owners  of  ponds  and  streams  where  there  is  a 
deficient  supply  of  natural  food  should  remember 
that  unless  the  conditions  are  very  adverse  indeed 
it  is  not  a  difficult  matter  to  stock  a  river  or  lake 
with  natural  food.  Mr.  Baily  also  supplies  water 
plants,  as  also  do  other  fish  breeders  in  some  cases. 

R.  B.  Maeston. 


A  YORKSHIRE  LAMPREY 
FISHERY. 

By  Harwood  Brierley. 

Author  of  "  A  Yorkshire  Itinerary,"  "  Rural 
Objects  and  Occupations,"  etc. 

The  other  morning  I  left  York  at  five  o'clock 
for  Naburn,  a  few  miles  down  the  Ouse,  arriving 
there  before  daylight.  I  found  myself  just  in  time 
to  partake  of  breakfast  with  James  Leaf  and  his 
wife,  who  rent  an  Ouse  salmon  fishery  which  was 
established  about  the  time  of  the  Scotch  Rebellion, 
and  who  live  in  a  red-brick  cottage  beside  the 
riparian  willows.  At  James  Leaf's  lamprey  race — 
just  above  the  salmon-leap  by  the  turbine-worked 
corn-mill  on  Naburn  Island — there  is  more  activity 
about  the  end  of  October  and  beginning  of  Novem- 
ber than  at  any  other  time,  especially  if  the  weather 
be  open. 

Up  to  Christmas  you  may  hear  tell  of  lamprey 
suppers  at  the  Ship  Inn,  Acaster  Malbis,  about 
half-a-mile  off — a  good  house  on  the  river  bank 
kept  by  one  Couch  Kent,  who  may  or  may  not  be 
related  to  Couch  the  ichthyologist.  I  am  pretty 
certain  it  never  enters  a  modern  angler's  head 
that  grayling  and  lampern  are  in  season  together. 
Deary  me,  what  a  contrast  1  What  cares  the  man 
of  hackled  flies  about  lampern  ?  Yet  lamjiern  used 
to  make  a  dish  to  set  before  a  king.  Norman 
Henry  and  Plantagenet  John  dealt  death  on 
lampreys,  and  lampreys  dealt  death  to  them.  At 
any  rate,  John's  last  supper  was  of  lamprey  pie, 
and  it  is  believed  that  a  surfeit  of  this  at  once  rich 
and  Eolid  fish  accelerated  his  end.  Henry  I.  is 
supposed  to  have  been  born  at  Selby,  through 
which  abbey-town  flows  the  river  Ouse ;  but  he 
most  certainly  did  not  get  his  historic  fatal  surfeit 
from  Ouse  lampern.  I  want  to  issue  a  dis- 
claimer on  behalf  of  Pctromyzoa  flaviatilis  that 
it  was  even  less  of  a  regicide  than  Richard  Hatfield. 
Now  at  Naburn  and  Acaster  Malbis  the  fishermen 
say  that  if  any  king  died  from  eating  lampreys  it 
was  a  case  of  the  fish  being  contaminated  with 
sewage,  but  far  more  likely  that  his  Sovereign 


Majesty  had  previously  or  subsequently  gorged 
himself  with  plum  pudding. 

Having  shouldered  the  long-handled  net,  we  set 
off  across  the  ample  meadows  where  the  flood- 
water  had  frozen  so  as  to  make  skating  possible. 
Old  Ouse  looked  turbulent  and  muddy — almost 
repellent  to  man,  boat,  and  fish.  A  narrow  plank 
gave  us  access  to  an  ancient  lighter  lying  by  the 
bank,  from  the  end  of  which  we  dropped  into  the 
salmon-netting  boat,  and  sculled  across  the  river, 
but  not  without  grinding  some  loose  plates  of  ice. 
Then  I  made  a  false  leap  from  the  gunwale  and 
sank  in  a  deposit  of  the  well-known  Ouse  warp — 
an  oozy,  black-brown  substance  usually  kept  by 
the  tidal  waters  in  a  state  of  suspension. 

The  lampern  were  apparently  making  their  way 
up  to  the  gravel-beds  for  the  spawning  season 
some  six  months  hence.  Petromyzoa  fluviatilis 
does  not  come  out  of  the  sea,  and  exactly  where 
its  spawning  resorts  are  located  is  not  known.  No 
lampern  travelling  either  north  or  south  pass 
Naburn  from  May  to  October.  This  great  mystery 
to  the  riverside  folk  may  be  susceptible  of  more 
than  one  explanation.  Probably  the  fish  exhaust 
themselves  during  the  spawning  process,  and  are 
then  washed  helplessly  far  down  into  the  estuary, 
where — being  like  the  eel  singularly  tenacious  of 
life — they  recruit. 

As  soon  as  the  tide  comes  up  to  Naburn  Lock  (it 
goes  no  further),  the  lampern  run  up  the  race 
specially  cut  for  them,  as  if  rejoicing  that  they 
had  found  the  shallows  so  unexpectedly  soon.  At 
the  far  end  of  two  brick-walled  channels  is  a 
water-gate  which  makes  the  tail  of  the  race  into  a 
kind  of  cul-de-sac,  and  two  baskets,  "  leaps,"  or 
traps  are  set  in  these  channels,  which  are  just 
wide  enough  to  admit  them.  Florence-cask-like 
are  these  not  inelegant  wicker  leaps,  firm -made, 
with  cinctures,  and  lowered  down  to  the  bottom 
with  a  rope,  being  placed  with  their  mouths  down- 
stream. The  rope  is  likewise  dropped,  so  that  no 
trespasser  can  be  tempted  to  tamper  with  the  leap. 
A  heavy  boulder  is  let  down  on  the  top  of  it  as  a 
weight.  James  Leaf  has  known  as  many  as 
four  hundred  lampern  come  swarming  into  a 
basket  in  half-an-hour's  time,  and  he  says  he  has 
had  tons  of  the  fish  suffocated  by  their  eagerness  to 
get  caught.  Well  may  James  sigh  as  he  thinks  of 
those  grand  old  royal  days  of  the  lampern.  King 
John  sent  a  mandate  to  the  Sheriff  of  Gloucester 
forbidding  them  to  be  sold  at  the  commencement 
of  the  season  for  more  than  the  then  considerable 
sum  of  23.  each.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  HI.  they 
were  sold  when  plentiful  at  from  8d.  to  lOd.  apiece, 
but  the  average  price  was  higher.  (Query  :  size 
and  weight  ?)  Lord  Berkeley  paid  £'6  7s.  2d.  for 
six  which  he  presented  to  that  king,  and  in  1.S41 
the  Sheriff  of  Gloucester  provided  forty-four  for 
the  royal  table  at  the  cost  of  £11  5s.  8d.  In  the 
Corporation  records  for  1763  is  an  entry  of  a  pay- 
ment "  to  Hannah  Kendall  for  lamprey  pies,  as 
pernote,  £11  143."  Within  our  own  time,  before  the 
steam  trawler  asserted  itself  so  boldly,  the  demand 
for  Ouse  lampern  was  greater  than  the  supply. 
But  to  serve  what  purpose  have  they  been  so 
degraded  ?  Why,  they  were  purchased  wholesale 
and  carried  away  in  barrels  and  paraflGin  oU  casks 
by  the  Dutch  cod  fishers  of  Goole,  and  perhaps 
Grimsby,  to  be  used  as  bait  on  the  Dogger  Bank. 
To  such  an  extent  has  the  hon  gout  of  the  English 
palate  deteriorated  that  no  longer  will  lampern 
realise  three  a  penny. 

With  James  Leaf  the  habit  of  catching  lampern 
has  become  second  nature,  and  because  they  like  to 
make  use  of  his  race  and  baskets  he  accommodates 
them.  We  caught  up  the  ropes  attached  to  the 
baskets  with  a  boat-hook,  emptied  the  contents— 
about  ten  lampern  and  three  young  gudgeon — and 
so  re- set  them.  Herefrom  the  lampern  are  con- 
veyed to  perforated  canoe-like  floats  containing 
tanks,  through  which  the  fresh  water  may  pass. 
As  I  wished  to  take  home  a  few  samples  James 
ladled  out  half  a  dozen  of  the  choicest  with  his 
long-handled  net,  and  stowed  them  away  wriggling 
into  a  bag,  which  he  tied  up  like  a  purse. 

The  lamprey  has  some  structural  peculiarities, 
James  says  his  suctorial  inner  mouth,  which 
accounts  for  the  cognomen  of  "  stone-licker," 
reminds  one  of  the  snout  of  a  pig.  He  is  a  com- 
plete master  of  the  art  of  suction,  and  will  some- 
times cling  to  one  of  your  fingers  desperately. 
Lampern  thus  attach  themselves  to  submerged 
bodies,  and  the  water  which  oxygenises  the  blood 
of  the  gill-pouches  is  alternately  received  and 
expelled  by  the  external  openings  of  the  gill-sacs.' 
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BURBERRYS 


WARM  WITHODT  WEIGHT.    PROOF  WITHOUT  HEAT. 

It  is  impossible  to  speali  too  liigtiiy  of  tlie 
advantages  of  the  SLIP-ON,  its  weat tier- proof 
qualities  are  incontestable.     It   will  keep  out 
drenching  and  continuous  rain  without  addinj, 
the  slightest  unnatural  heat.  \ 

May  be  worn  In  the  mildest  or  coldest  weather 
with  equal  comfort.  Formed  to  obviate  the 
possibility  of  any  tie  or  drag,  the  fitting  is 
equally  good  with  or  without  undercoat. 

"  A  year  or  two  ago  you  supplied  me  with  a  Slip-on 
Gabardine,  the  most  perfect  and  most  waterproof 
shooting  and  fishing  coat  I  have  had." — 

B.  W.  COTHAAI,  Springfield,  Prescot. 

"  I  have  been  well  satisfied  with  the  coat,  and  have 
worn  it  in  jungle  through  the  heaviest  downpours  (and 
I  can  tell  you  it  does  rain  here)  without  getting  wet 
underneath  either  by  rain  or  perspiration." — 
C.  F.  S.  BAKEE, 

17/12/01  Man  Kulam,  Ceylon. 

"  The  day  turned  out  the  wettest  it  has  been  my  lot  to 
be  out  on.    I  remained  quite  dry." 

R.  H.  BENSON,  Walton,  Wakefield. 


BURBERRYS, 


30&31,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON; 
AND  BASINGSTOKE. 


THE   CHESS  RIVER  TROUT  FARM. 


BROWN  TROUT  &  RAINBOW  TROUT. 

ALL  SIZES  CAN  NOW  BE  DESPATCHED. 
For  Prices  and  advice,  apply  to  A.  R.  PEART,  CHORLEY  WOOD,  HERTS. 


TROUT. 

stock  your  Rivers  and  Streams  with  pure  Itehen  River  Trout, 
Tour  Lakes  and  Ponds  with  Loch  Leven  and  Rainbows. 

PRICES  ON  APPLICATION  TO 

MANAGER,  Itchen  River  Trout  Breeding-  Establishment, 

Cliilla.nd,   HVincheBtei?,  Hantis. 

P.  D.  MALLOGH, 

High=Class  Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 


One  of  the  Larffest  and  most  complete 

FIRST-CLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

i/n  Great  Britain. 

Ten    Gold    and    F»rize    IVIedals   A -ward eel. 


Telegrams-"  MALLOCH,  PERTH."  Telephone— No.  31. 

Illustrated  Price  I/ist  free  on  application. 


Stock  Your  Lakes  .  . 

With  RAINBOW  TROUT 

And  Your  Rivers  .  . 


With     BROWN  TROUT 

Consult  a  Practical  Man  before  Stocking  with  eitlier. 


Form  Lakes  and  Ponds 


WHEREVER  THE  WATER  SUPPLY  IS  SUFFICIENT, 

AND  REDDS  IN   CONNECTION  WITH  THEM. 

Consult  a  Practical  Man  before  Forming  either. 


TROUT  FARMING 

ON  MOST  MODERN  AND  THOROUGHLY  PRACTICAL  LINES. 

WRITE  OR  VISIT 

MR.  EDGAR  VALENTINE  GORRIE 

The  River  Itchen  Trout  Breeding  Establishment, 
WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 
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The  gills,  which  have  no  branchial  arches,  are 
formed  like  little  pouches,  seven  in  a  line  on  each 
side  of  the  elongated  head.  They  subsist  on  worms, 
larvifi.  and  carrion  fish,  rasping  the  latter  with  their 
apologies  for  teeth.  Instead  of  a  backbone  they 
have  only  a  cartilaginous  spine.  The  notochord  is 
persistent  through  life. 

Though  the  scientific  angler  calls  such  and  such 
a  fish  a  "demon  of  the  first  water"  (1) — no,  not 
fire — I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  single  man  among 
the  fraternity  who  does  not  in  his  heart  of  hearts 
believe  every  fish  that  swims — and  wriggles — to  be 
a  beautiful,  wonderful  thing.  It  may  be  "  coarse  " 
or  it  may  be  "fine";  it  is  to  him  a  grander 
creation  than  the  kingfisher  or  any  other  sample  of 
the  larger  world  whose  divers  paths  be  trodden  by 
the  ornithologist.  The  ancients  made  the  eel 
classical  to  us  before  our  dames  began  to  compare 
it  with  the  serpent,  and  the  oleaginous  eel  or 
lamprey  should  be  as  gratifying  to  the  touch  of  a 
lady  who  is  suffering  from  chapped  hands  as  it  is 
to  the  person  who  rents  the  permanent  fishery.  It 
would  be  so  very  easv  to  imagine  the  suctorial  lam- 
prey as  actually  biting  the  fair  skin  of  that  timid  dame 
who  condescended  to  have  it  clipped  on  her  finger. 

Kings  have  shown  to  us  that  there  is  absolutely 
nothing  repulsive  about  a  lamprey.  Indeed  it  is 
possessed  of  greater  beauty  than  an  eel,  and  a  good 
deal  yet  remains  to  be  known  about  the  lives  of 
both.  The  lamprey's  shape  is  cylindrical,  the 
skeleton  cartilaginous,  the  skin  without  scales  and 
quite  lubricous.  Its  belly  is  perfectly  white.  Its 
faintly  barred  back  resembles  oxidised  silver  in 
which  plenty  of  black  and  some  olive  have  been 
infused  :  yet  in  certain  lights  you  may  catch  a 
glitter  of  pearly  pink  and  blue  thereupon.  The 
eye  is  like  a  dot  of  black  set  within  a  pearl. 

Lftmpem  rarely  now  form  an  item  of  manage- 
ment in  culinary  art.  But  there  is  no  reason  why 
thev  should  not  do  so — if  any  member  of  the  house- 
hold cares  for  them.  Make  a  niek  in  the  anal 
region,  run  a  slit  towards  the  head,  cut  the  head, 
bend  it  down,  and  then  take  the  skin  off  all  in  one 
piece.  Cut  up  into  honnes-houches  for  stewing, 
and  eat  when  cold.  I  say  nothing  about  the  regal 
lamprey  pie ;  indeed  I  never  yet  came  across  a 
reader  of  early  English  history  who  dare  so  much 
as  dream  of  lamprey  pie.  The  Ouse-side  folk 
always  take  their  lampern  stewed,  or  pickled,  or 
potted.  I  never  tasted  them  fried  or  smoking 
hot.  The  flesh  is  firm,  rich,  glutinous,  satiating, 
and  I  always  consider  that  there  is  a  dash 
of  peppermint  and  iron  tonic  in  the  flavour. 
Not  a  modern  York  fishmonger  has  continued 
selling  lampern  for  many  weeks  without  a  slump 
in  his  business,  so  it  may  be  that  he  has  been 
pushing  them  on  the  ignorant  in  lieu  of  eels. 
There  are  some  females  of  the  rag-and -tatter  type 
who  don't  know  lamprey  from  ling.  This  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at  in  view  of  Dean  Pigou's  story, 
from  which  it  appears  that  on  two  or  three 
occasions  he  and  a  guest  ate  leeches  in  mistake 
for  lampern.  The  Church  has  ever  had  a  respectful 
eye  for  fish  since  fast  days  were  invented  ;  and  it 
is  a  somewhat  curious  matter  that  those  fat  monks 
who  revellpd  in  trout,  salmon,  gravling,  and  eels, 
and  who  generally  pandered  to  all  possessors  of 
wealth  who  were  accessible,  did  not  cultivate  a 
taste  for  the  adipose  richness  of  lampreys. 

The  lamprey  pies  of  history  generally  relate  to 
the  old  city  of  Gloucester  on  the  Severn.  King 
John  finod  the  Corporation  of  Gloucester  three 
hundred  lampern  for  neglecting  to  provide  neces- 
saries for  the  prisoners  of  Poictou.  On  another 
occasion  he  amerced  them  in  the  sum  of  forty 
marks  for  omitting  to  send  him  the  lamprey  pie 
which  it  was  then  and  for  centuries  afterwards  an 
annual  custom  to  provide  for  the  royal  table  at 
Christmas.  Cromwell,  Lord  Protector,  and  Len- 
thall.  the  Speaker,  were  among  the  privileged 
recipients  of  such  pies.  This  act  of  homage  was 
observed  by  the  loyal  Corporation  of  Gloucester 
until  18.S6.  The  Municipal  Corporation  Act  having 
been  passed  in  the  previous  session  of  the  reformed 
Parliament  it  was  discontinued  on  the  following 
resolution  being  adopted  by  the  Town  Council : — 
"  That  the  presents  of  provisions  to  the  judges  of 
assizes,  and  of  lamprey  pies  formerly  given  by  the 
Corporation,  ought  to  be  discontinued,  there  being 
no  power  under  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  to 
provide  the  payment  thereof  out  of  the  city  funds." 
In  189.3.  however,  the  then  mayor  sent  a  lamprey 
pie  to  the  Queen  at  his  own  expense,  and  I 
understand  that  suocessive  chief  magistrates  have 
repeated  the  present  from  that  time. 


A  NEW  ZEALAND  ANGLEK 
ABKOAD. 

FISHING  IN  AMERICA  AND  ENGLAND- 
"RED   SPINNER"    TO    VISIT  NEW 
ZEALAND, 


(From  the  Otago  Timen,  Sept.  27.) 

Wellington,  Sept.  26. 

To-DAY  I  had  an  interesting  conversation  with 
Mr.  W.  H.  Tisdall,  of  Wellington,  who  has  just 
returned  from  a  visit  to  the  Mother  Country, 
Canada,  and  the  United  States.  In  view  of  the 
opening  of  the  angling  season  in  a  few  days,  and 
the  keen  interest  that  Mr.  Tisdall  takes  in  "  the 
gentle  art,"  some  impressions  of  his  tour  will  no 
doubt  he  read  with  interest.  At  the  Rio  Grande 
he  went  through  an  important  hatchery,  where 
they  were  rearing  nothing  but  rainbow  trout.  The 
fish  there  do  not  grow  to  the  same  size  as  they  do 
in  New  Zealand,  but  their  value  as  a  sporting  fish 
is  fully  recognised,  and  Mr.  Tisdall  urges  that  we 
cannot  have  too  many  of  our  rivers  stocked  with 
these  splendid  trout.  At  Vancouver  Mr.  Tisdall 
saw  some  extensive  hatcheries.  The  Government 
there  has  taken  up  the  work,  and,  though  most  of 
the  rivers  are  well  stocked,  it  is  recognised  that 
restocking  must  be  kept  up.  Accordingly,  fish 
are  reared  on  a  very  extensive  scale,  and  millions 
and  millions  of  fry  are  turned  out  every  season. 
The  "  take "  of  salmon  in  the  Eraser  and  other 
celebrated  Pacific  rivers  this  season  was  only  about 
half  what  it  was  last  year,  and  the  canneries  were 
shutting  down  quite  early.  In  answer  to  a  question 
as  to  whether  this  would  increase  the  price  of 
tinned  salmon.  Mr.  Tisdall  said  it  would  all  depend 
on  the  stocks  in  hand.  Some  years  there  are 
enormous  catches,  and  in  other  years  the  take  falls 
below  the  average.  One  of  the  large  canneries  is 
a  most  interesting  sight.  The  fish  are  caught 
mostly  by  Chinese  and  Japanese,  and  brought  into 
the  cannery  in  the  morning.  There  all  the  work 
except  gutting  and  cutting  off  the  heads  and  tails 
is  done  by  machinery.  Even  the  soldering  of  the 
tins  is  now  done  by  machinery,  one  machine  put- 
ting on  the  acid  and  the  other  the  solder. 

As  to  the  acclimatisation  of  salmon  in  New 
Zealand  Mr.  Tisdall  thinks  it  is  a  mistake  to 
import  many  of  the  varieties  of  American  salmon 
as  several  of  these  do  not  take  the  fly,  while  the 
British  salmon  does,  and  the  latter  is  an  equally 
good  table  fish.  In  England  Mr.  Tisdall  had  an 
interesting  interview  with  Mr.  William  Senior,  who, 
as  "  Red  Spinner,"  the  editor  of  the  Field,  is  known 
pretty  welt  all  over  the  civilised  world.  Fishermen 
throughout  the  colony  will  be  interested  in  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Senior  purposes  within  two  or  three  years 
to  pay  a  visit  to  New  Zealand,  and  has  asked  Mr. 
Tisdall  to  plan  a  tour  for  him.  He  has  also 
arranged  for  correspondence  for  his  paper  from 
New  Zealand,  in  which  colony  he  has  always  taken 
a  keen  interest.  Mr.  Senior's  views  on  the  acclima- 
tisation of  salmon  here  may  prove  of  interest : — 
"  Why,  when  you  get  such  splendid  trout 
fishing  do  you  bother  about  salmon  ?  "  he  asked. 
"  You  have  the  finest  trout  in  the  world,"  be  added, 
"  and  from  all  I  can  gather  in  several  of  your  rivers 
they  have  acquired  the  habits  of  salmon.  With 
such  fish  you  do  not  need  salmon."  Mr.  Tisdall 
spent  a  very  pleasant  time  at  the  Ply  Fishers'  Club 
in  London.  Amongst  the  attractions  is  a  wonderful 
entomological  collection,  beautifully  moimted  and 
catalogued  at  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club.  This  year  Mr. 
Choate,  the  American  Ambassador  in  London, 
presided  at  the  annual  dinner,  and  made  one  of 
those  humorous  speeches  for  which  he  is  noted. 
At  this  club  Mr.  Tisdall  had  the  pleasure  ot  renew- 
ing his  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Daniels,  who  is  well 
known  in  some  parts  of  New  Zealand.  During  his 
visits  to  New  Zealand  Mr.  Daniels,  who  is  a  very 
wealthy  American,  did  a  good  deal  of  fly  fishing, 
and  he  purposes  to  return  here  at  an  early  date. 
Major  Daniels  went  through  the  American-Cuban 
war.  His  property  is  mostly  in  Denver,  but  he 
has  also  a  beautiful  home  and  a  lovely  bit  of  fishing 
water  in  Hampshire,  England.  Before  returning 
to  New  Zealand  he  will  go  in  search  of  fresh 
adventures  in  Borneo.  During  his  last  visit  to 
Wellington  Mr.  Daniels  presented  a  very  valuable 
cup  to  the  Wellington  Club.  This  cup  was  won 
by  Mr.  Arthur  Duncan,  and  stolen  from  his  father's 
house  by  burglars.  No  trace  of  it  was  ever  found, 
and  Mr.  John  Dimcan  presented  in  its  stead  another 
valuable  trophy.  In  England  Mr.  Tisdall  found 
the  British  people  keener  than  ever  in  regard  to 


the  art  of  the  gentle  Izaak  Walton,  and  many  women 
were  taking  up  the  sport  most  enthusiastically.  A 
great  deal  was  being  done  in  England  in  fish 
hatching,  largely  by  private  owners,  and  successful 
efforts  were  being  made  throughout  the  kingdom 
to  stop  the  pollution  ot  rivers.  Legislation  now 
enabled  the  authorities  to  secure  convictions  for 
the  pollution  of  streams.  Mr.  Tisdall  found  the 
English  manufacturers  of  rods  and  tackle  exceed- 
ingly busy.  At  Hardy  Brothers'  famous  Alnwick 
factory,  for  instance,  they  could  hardly  keep  pace 
with  the  orders  that  were  pouring  in  upon  them. 
Mr.  Tisdall  has  no  fear  ot  the  British  manufacturer 
taking  a  back  seat  in  the  special  lines  in  which  he 
takes  an  interest,  such  as  guns,  rods,  fishing  tackle, 
etc.  He  says  the  English  goods  are  far  and  away 
ahead  of  American,  and  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
such  noted  firms  as  Hardy  Brothers  send  their  goods 
freely  into  the  American  market.  Mr.  Tisdall 
comes  back  with  all  the  latest  novelties,  including 
a  Hardy  rod  made  from  a  new  kind  of  cane  that 
the  firm  has  been  endeavouring  to  get  for  years. 
Mr.  Tisdall  has  two  of  these  rods,  the  very  first 
turned  out  from  the  famous  factory.  He  speaks 
in  terms  of  high  praise  of  the  Vancouver  route, 
which  is  far  ahead  of  that  via  San  Francisco. 


A  REMARKABLE  FJSH. 


I  SEND  you  the  enclosed  from  a  Snorting  Chronicle 
correspondent  in  Florida.    It  may  be  of  interest. 
Leeds.  John  E.  Millbe. 

"  Florida  is  the  most  celebrated  State  of  America 
for  fishing,  and  no  part  of  the  State  probably  can 
equal  the  East  Coast,  particularly  the  lower  section, 
for  abundance  and  diversity  of  species.  Tarpon  feed 
as  far  north  as  St.  Augustine,  but  are  only  taken  in 
large  numbers  from  the  St.  Lucie  River,  near  Port 
Pierce,  Palm  Beach,  or  Lake  Worth  Inlet,  and  the 
inlets  to  Biscajne  Bay.  These  waters,  which  are 
simply  arms  of  the  sea,  are  warm,  and  tarpon  and 
many  other  kinds  of  large  fish  come  inside  to  feed  on 
the  vast  shoals  of  smaller  fish  which  take  refuge  in 
them.  Kingfish,  jewfish  often  weighing  from  two  to 
three  hundred  pounds,  swordfish,  and  many  varieties 
of  the  finny  tribe  are  abundant  about  the  Jupiter 
Light  and  southward  throuRh  the  Florida  Keys.  Salt 
water  trout  are  taken  in  large  numbers  with  rod  and 
reel  from  all  the  rivers  and  tributaries,  including  the 
Matanzas,  New  River,  San  Sebastian,  Halifax,  Indian, 
and  Hillsborough  Rivers,  and  many  other  water- 
courses all  along  the  coast.  Sheephead,  whiting,  and 
a  great  variety  of  edible  fish  are  easily  oiught  from 
bridges,  piers,  docks,  and  rowboats  everywhere.  Other 
kinds  of  fish  which  are  plentiful  in  season  are : — 
Drum,  blackfish,  flounder,  red  snapper,  grunt,  black 
grouper,  bluefish,  sailor's  choice,  muttonfieh,  man- 
grove snapper,  Spanish  mackerel,  mullet,  cavalia,  and 
the  luscious  pompano.  These  fish  can  be  caught  on 
the  Florida  coast  all  the  way  from  St.  Augustine  to 
Key  West.  A  notable  catch  of  kingfish,  which  is 
still,  I  believe,  a  record,  was  made  at  Palm  Beach, 
when  a  party  of  fishermen  caught  133  kingfish  weigh- 
in  all  21021b.  For  East  Coast  hook  and  line  fishing 
the  proper  baits  are  shrimp,  minnow,  smaU  clams, 
crabs,  fiddlers,  and  cut  baits  of  all  kinds.  The  king- 
fish, which  affords  such  sport  in  deep  sea  fishing,  will 
take  almost  anything,  but  is  generally  taken  with  a 
email  mullet  or  a  piece  of  block  tin  moulded  into  the 
shape  of  a  small  fish.  Guides  and  masters  of  sail 
boats  may  always  be  relied  on  to  secure  the  best  kinds 
of  bait,  as  they  are  always  interested  in  the  day's 
catch,  and  do  all  in  their  power  to  make  h  as  large  as 
p  ssible.  Shark  fishing  is  one  of  the  exciting  pastimes, 
and  boatmen  will  guarantee  the  landing  of  a  big  fellow 
at  any  season  of  the  year. 

"  The  rivers  and  lakes  all  teem  with  fish,  which  are 
readily  caught  with  almost  any  kind  of  tackle  and 
bait,  and  form  a  veritable  paradise  for  the  rod  fisher. 
The  large-mouthed  bass  is  found  in  almost  every  lake 
and  stream,  and  furnishes  fine  sport  for  the  rod  fisher, 
showing  when  hooked  quite  as  much  fight  as  our 
English  brook  trout.  This  fish,  which  sometimes 
reaches  201b.  in  weight,  can  easily  be  caught  with  any 
bait,  but  perhaps  live  bait  is  the  very  best,  although  I 
have  enjoyed  splendid  sport  with  fly  and  spinning  baits. 
Five  to  ten  pound  bass  are  by  no  means  uncommon, 
and  one  of  151b.  and  161b.  is  often  caught.  Catfish  of 
201b.  and  301b.  can  be  caught  with  live  bait  in  most 
large  lakes  and  in  all  the  rivers  ;  also  large  mudfish, 
which  will  be  found  troublesome  customers  to  bring 
to  the  gaff.  Turtles  and  terrapin  prove  a  great  tor- 
ment to  the  live  bait  fisher  in  the  inland  lakes,  but  if 
the  angler  wishes  for  exciting  sport  let  him  prepare 
good  tackle  and  fish  for  these  reptiles.  He  will  cer- 
tainly have  sport  if  he  hooks  a  large  one  of,  say,  201b. 
or  401b.,  and  will  agree  that  a  '  cooter  '  is  '  a  ratty  old 
buzzard  to  wrastle  with  at  the  end  of  a  fish  line.' 

"  This  article,  although  but  a  very  rough  and  brief 
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summary  of  what  sport  can  be  expected  in  Florida, 
would  not  be  complete  without  devoting  a  paragraph 
to  the  bonefish.  Few  Englishmen,  if  any,  and  com- 
paratively few  Americans,  know  anything  definite 
about  this  fish,  which  is  without  doubt  the  gamest 
fish  in  the  world.  This  fish  is  only  found  in  Biscay  ne 
Bay  and  in  the  waters  extending  south  for  about  sixty 
miles  below  Miami. 

"  To  say  that  the  gamest  fish  in  the  world  is  little 
known,  and  thit  perhaps  not  a  hundred  sportsmen 
have  fished  for  it,  may  appear  ridiculous  in  the  eyes 
of  veterans  who  have  caught,  as  they  imagine,  every- 
thing that  swims;  but  all  those  who  have  caught  the 
bonefish  of  Biscayne  Bay  will  bear  me  out  in  my 
statement. 

"  The  fish  weigh  from  31b.  to  lOlb.,  averaging  51b. 
and  61b.  They  are  dark  on  the  back,  with  silvery  sides 
and  sciles  like  a  tarpon.  They  are  long  and  slender, 
but  well  knit  and  powerful,  with  a  sharp  forked  tail  and 
prominent  dsrsal  fin.  They  are  built  for  speed.  The 
fishing  is  best  from  flood  to  full  tide,  at  which  time 
they  come  in  and  go  out,  feeding  on  the  flats  at  a 
depth  of  ten  to  twelve  inches,  where  their  food 
abounds.  It  is  a  splendid  sight  to  see  them  coming 
in  in  shoals,  their  big  fins  cutting  the  water,  and  every 
now  and  then  the  siioshine  reflecting  from  their 
silvery  scales.  Your  boat  is  worked  towards  them 
carefully,  for  they  are  as  timid  as  deer,  and  once 
frightened  are  very  difiicult  to  approich.  When 
within  sixty  or  eighty  feet  you  cast  your  bait — one  of 
the  shellQsh  upon  which  they  feed — to  within  about 
twenty  feet  of  them,  no  nearer,  for  fear  of  scaring 
them.  They  have  a  nose  like  a  full-blooded  pointer, 
and  when  they  smell  that  bait  and  begin  to  hunt  for 
it  it  is  enough  to  give  the  most  hardened  sportsman 
nervous  prostration.  That  the  bait  has  been  found  is 
indicated  by  a  slight  nibble.  You  strike  and  hook 
your  fish.  Then  the  wild  excitement  1  From  one 
hundred  to  one  hundred  and  seventy  yards  of  line  are 
taken  out  at  the  first  rush.  This  is  often  repeated 
twice,  and  not  infrequently  three  times.  When  these 
first  runs  are  over,  if  you  have  the  fish  on  the 
line,  which  probably  you  will  not  unless  you  are 
experienced,  it  is  fight,  fight,  fight  every  inch  of  the 
way  to  the  boat,  the  runs  growing  shorter  as  the  fish 
fails.  When  it  sees  the  boat  the  final  and  mighty 
struggle  comes.  Not  having  strength  to  make  dashes 
he  circles  round  the  boat,  often  going  clear  around 
the  cra.t  a  dozen  times.  When  he  comes  up  alongside 
he  is  dead — he  has  died  game. 

"My  description  of  this  royal  sport  is  very,  very 
tame.  Tarpon  fishing  is  child's  play  in  comparison. 
One  must  feel  the  mighty  rush  of  this  king  of  the 
finny  tribe  to  understand  what  sport  is.  One's 
experience  with  him  cannot  be  told  in  words.  If  you 
desire  fishing  beyond  your  wildest  dreams — go  to 
Florida  and  encounter  the  bonefish  in  his  native 
watera.  It  is  well  worth  crossing  the  seas  for  the 
keen  thrill  of  hooking  him. 

"Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  the  fishing 
to  be  had  in  Florida,  and  everyone  who  has  once 
enjoyed  the  killing  of  big  bass  on  fine  tackle  in  the 
secluded  lakes  and  creeks  of  that  State  will  be  found 
ready  and  eager  to  repair  again  with  rod  and  gun  to 
'  The  Land  of  Flowers.'  " 


REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 


Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  — Genebal  Remarks.— There  is  very  little 
news  to  report  from  the  Thames  this  week,  the  river 
still  being  too  clear  for  sport  to  be  good.  Here  and 
there  decent  sized  chub  have  been  had,  especially  at 
Walton,  and  pike  have  fed  better  at  Henley.  The 
rain  has  not  been  sufficient  to  colour  the  water,  and 
in  the  earlier  part  of  the  week  the  fish  which  were 
caught,  particularly  roach,  were  cold  as  ice.  The 
roach  fishing  should  improve  a  little  with  the  warmer 
temperature,  but  sudden  changes  soon  upset  their 
appetites. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Henley).  —  Recent    rains    have  slightly 

improved  the  condition  of  the  river,  which  at  the 
time  of  writing  is  showing  little  colour.  The  water 
is  still  low,  and  there  is  little  stream.  Sport  has 
been  fair,  but  by  no  means  regular,  some  anglers 
meeting  with  success,  but  others  have  drawn 
blank.  I  have  been  asked  ts  correct  the  take 
of  six  jack  caught  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  while 
fishing  with  the  "General"  on  Nov.  14.  My 
information  that  the  fish  averaged  51b.  each,  and 
weighed  30il)  in  all,  came  through  that  professional. 
I  now  find  the  largest  fish  weighed  51b.,  the 
remainder  running  downwards  to  bloater  cize.  On 
Nov.  21  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Calkin,  fishing  the 
Loddon  with  F.  Willis,  took  three  nice  jack  weighiog 
101b.,  best  fish  81b.  12oz.  On  Nov.  22  Mr.  Pain, 
fishing  with  J.  Sargeant,  took  four  jack  weighing 


211b.,  best  fish  81b.  8oz.,  and  Mr.  Fisby,  out  with 
G.  Arlett,  took  four  jack  weighing  181b.  Since  the 
above  date  jack  fishing  has  been  quiet  save  a  few 
taken  by  local  anglers,  and  one  of  111b  Boz.  taken  by 
Mr.  Sebright  at  Wargrave  :  this  fish  I  have  for  pre- 
servation. Roach  are  still  ofi  the  feed  in  Henley 
district,  although  above  and  balow  a  few  bags 
have  been  made.  At  Medenhim,  patrons  of 
R.  Young  have  been  taking  some  nice  jnck.  Here 
and  there  some  perch  have  been  caught,  but  not  in 
any  number  yet.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  milder  weather 
will  bring  the  roach  on  the  feed.  Few  of  these  fish 
have  been  taken  by  bink  anglers.  There  is  still  a 
scarcity  of  baits  at  Henley. — Stanley  Mead. 

Ancholme  District.  Sport  continues  pretty  fair 
amongst  the  pike,  and  fish  are  being  taken  throughout 
the  whole  length  of  the  river,  from  Bishopsbridge  to 
Ferriby  Sluice.  There  is  an  old  saying,  "  Ancholme 
pike,  none  the  like,"  but  the  fish  on  this  water  do  not 
as  a  rule  run  very  large,  but  they  make  up  in  numbers 
what  they  lack  in  size.  One  or  two  have  been  taken 
about  151b.,  but  a  10-pounder  is  rather  a  rarity.  Roach 
are  taking  bread  crust,  creed  wheat  and  gentle and 
fish  of  lib.  each  are  quite  common. — Thomas  Fobd, 
Cai^tor. 

Avon  (Ring-wood).— Mr.  Wentworth  Falconer, 
who  has  been  staying  at  the  White  Hart  this  week, 
has  again  had  a  nice  catch  of  roach.  On  Monday 
(Nov.  17)  he  had  20,  and  the  four  following  days  14, 
77,  59,  and  35,  the  largest  being  lib.  14oz.,  and  many 
just  a  little  under  that  weight. — E.  M.  P. 

 . — On  Nov.  26  I  saw  some  fine  salmon  go 

up  the  ladder  in  the  Mill  pool.  There  is  a  good  head 
of  water,  and  since  the  ladder  has  been  repaired  the 
fish  go  up  easily. — Geo.  W.  Jessop. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Watarbeaoh). — During  the 
week  angling  has  been  carried  on  under  more  favour- 
able weather  than  the  late  cold  days  with  sharp  frosts 
at  nights.  Time  of  writing  (Nov.  26)  raining,  and 
very  mild  for  the  season  of  the  year.  Roach  have 
been  secured,  with  fair  bags,  up  to  lib.  each,  but  the 
bait  catchers  with  yellow  paste  have  secured  thirty 
to  fifty  midday.  Pike,  as  was  expected,  have  been 
after  the  late  cold  snap  running  well.  Several  bags 
have  shown  fish  from  2Jlb.  to  5Jlb.  each  ;  on  the  deeper 
waters  lower  down  stream  at  Upware,  pike  are  also 
giying  sport.  All  free  water  with  abundance  of  fish. 
—John  0.  Ge:hge,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).  -The  Dart  Board 
of  Conservators  have  unanimously  decided  to  oSer  Is. 
per  head  for  all  shags  and  cormorants  killed  on  the 
waters  of  the  Dart.  It  is  hoped  that  the  angling 
association  who  already  ofier  6d.  per  head  for  birds  will 
allow  this  sum  to  supplement  the  Board's  reward. 
These  birds  do  very  much  damage  on  the  waters,  and 
the  sooner  they  are  lessened  the  better,  from  an  angler's 
point  of  view.  Last  year  the  amount  received 
for  licences  amounted  to  £347,  an  increase  of 
£33  on  the  previous  year,  the  whole  of  the 
increase  being  for  rod  licences.  The  water- 
bailiSs  report  that  the  upper  waters  are  full  of 
salmon,  and  Mr.  Adams,  of  Stoke  Gabriel,  states  that 
it  is  twenty-five  years  since  he  saw  so  many  fish  go  up 
the  river  in  September  and  October.  He  considers 
that  there  must  be  quite  two  thousand  salmon  gone 
up  to  the  spawning  beds,  and  this  estimate  is  generally 
accepted.  With  regard  to  the  destruction  of  shags, 
etc.,  it  will  be  interesting  to  note  the  results  of  the 
offer  of  Is.  per  head.  It  might  be  mentioned  that  on 
the  Exe  a  similar  payment  was  offered,  which  resulted 
in  one  hundred  and  seventy  of  them  being  killed. — 
Devonian. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Ereter).  — Since  my  last  report 
we  have  had  several  downpours  of  rain,  and  the  river 
is  bank  high,  and  will  not  be  in  fishing  condition 
until  next  week  I  fear.  Nothing  has  been  done 
recently  except  in  the  canal,  where  some  pike  and 
perch  have  been  oausiht,  Messrs.  Lloyd,  Jones  and 
Street  having  secured  two  last  Saturday  weighing 
S^lh.  and  41b.  respectively.  Messrs.  Teed,  of 
Exwiok,  and  Mr.  Hawkings,  of  this  city,  visited 
the  Great  We-tern  Canal,  near  Tiverton  Junction, 
but  the  weather  conditions  were  not  favourable ; 
although  the  pike  were  in  evidence,  as  they  had 
over  a  score  runs,  and  secured  a  dozen  pike,  the  best 
fish,  however,  only  reached  51b.  to  6Ib.  each,  a  poor 
size  average  for  that  water,  so  renowned  for  specimen 
fish.  The  fine  pike,  241b.,  caught  by  Mr.  Jackman,  is 
now  exhibited  in  the  bar  of  the  Bristol  Inn,  in  this 
city,  and  is  a  good  specimen  both  of  the  Esox  hicius, 
the  captors,  and  the  setter-up's  skill.  Weather  wet 
and  foggy.— Reo  Palmer. 

Fen  District  iSoacn  Linos  and  Cambsi. 
Sport  among  the  roach  shows  a  tendency  to  fall  off. 
Bags  are  not  so  large  as  they  were  before  the  cold 
weather  set  in.  But  pike  fishing  seems  to  have 
improved  in  the  opposite  direction.  The  chief  pike 
waters  appear  to  have  yielded  pretty  well,  and  there 
are  one  or  two  good  captures  noticed  in  the  Don- 
nington  district.  The  best  fish  here  appear  to 
have  run  up  to  91b.  At  the  lower  end  of 
the  Forty-foot  sport  has  been  good  about  Swinoshead. 
Between  Hubbert's  Bridge  and  Swineshead  they  seem 
to  have  caught  a  few  pike,  but  nothing  has  run  very 


large,  although  it  is  an  open  secret  there  are  some  big 
fish  in  this  district.  Market  Deeping  anglers  con- 
tinue to  report  some  decent  captures  on  the  Welland. 
There  have  also  been  captured  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Surfleet,  but  these  are  mostly  roach.  A  few  roach 
have  been  taken  at  Outwell.  —Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— The  rains  have  slightly 
improved  the  rivers,  but  on  account  of  the  changeable 
weather,  pollution,  etc.,  few  anglers  have  been  out. 
Few  roach  have  been  caught.  A  pike  of  41b.  has  been 
secured  on  a  roach-pole  at  Ponders  End,  the  fish 
taking  a  minnow.  A  few  pike  have  been  landed  at 
Broxbourne.  Some  anglers  who  fished  a  match  at 
St.  Margaret's  only  caught  one  perch  owing  to  the 
foul  state  of  the  river.  A  cartload  more  of  dead  fish 
has  been  met  with  in  this  district  since  I  laijt  wrote. 
Many  poisoned  fish  were  also  noted  on  Sunday. 
There  is  no  sport  to  record  from  the  tributaries. — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster >. —Both  streams 
are  now  running  slightly  stained  and  higher  than 
usual  owing  to  the  falls  of  rain  at  the  beginning  of 
this  week.  The  weather  cleared  to-day  (Wednesday) 
and  became  quite  warm,  and  if  we  get  no  more  rain 
both  rivers  will  be  in  good  order  by  the  end  of  the 
week.  The  fish  were  moving  well  at  the  end  of  last 
week,  and  were  taking  Red  Tag,  Willow,  Green  Insect, 
Whirling  Blue,  and  Silver  Diin,  and  some  very  nice 
sized  fish  were  landed.  Little  fishing  done  this  week. 
With  fine  weather  and  frost  good  sport  should  be  had. 
— Gwynne. 

iMUgg,   Arrow,  and   Pinsley   (Kingsland). — 

Rivers  have  again  flushed  and  have  risen  some  nine  or 
ten  inches  of  muddy  water,  which  will  put  aside  any 
chance  of  fishing  for  a  week.  To-day  (Nov.  26)  the 
weather  is  dull,  damp,  and  disagreeable  ;  glass  very 
low,  with  only  the  slightest  possible  inclination  to 
rise  ;  wind  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  south.  Pro- 
spects for  sport  in  the  near  future  are  bad. — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Neue  (Feterborougli). — During  the  present  week, 
in  consequence  of  the  unfavourable  conditions  of  the 
weather,  the  capital  sport  amongst  the  pike  all  through 
the  district  has  been  spoilt,  so  that  we  must  wait 
again  for  another  cold  spell  of  wintry  weather.  At 
the  end  of  the  week  some  splendid  sport  was  enjoyed 
in  the  Oundle  district,  and  some  heavy  bags  were 
made.  A  party  of  gentlemen  from  Peterborough 
accounted  for  twenty-three  pike,  the  largest  being 
landed  by  Mr.  Stead,  and  weighing  close  upon  101b. — 
E.  A.  S. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 

necb.). — Since  the  middle  of  last  week  we  have  had 
a  complete  change  in  the  weather,  and  in  place  of 
frosty  nights,  with  sunshine  during  the  day,  we  are  at 
present  experiencing  regular  November  days  — duU, 
cheerless,  and  foggy,  with  frequent  showers  of  rain 
accompanying  the  chilly  east  wind  so  much  in  evidence 
of  late.  'The  rain,  coming  from  an  eastward  direction, 
has  not  yet  had  much  effect  on  the  state  of  these 
rivers,  which,  however,  have  been  for  some  days 
rather  above  their  average  level,  but  not  so  much  so 
as  to  interfere  with  pike  and  chub  fishing,  and  of 
which  fish  some  large  specimens  are  captured  in  the 
Severn  and  Vyrnwy,  but  the  state  of  the  water  and 
weather  is  at  present  all  against  the  grayling  anglers. 
— -Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — We  have  had  no  rain 
in  this  district,  and  the  water  is  as  clear  as  it  can 
possibly  be.  The  weeds  are  dying  down  slowly,  but 
roach  of  any  size  seem  almost  dead  off.  A  few  pike 
are  being  caught,  mostly  running  small,  the  largest  I 
have  heard  of  being  one  of  9|lb.  For  angling  purposes 
we  are  wanting  rain  badly. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers,  Harbours,  and  Cbicbester 
Canal. — We  have  had  another  change  in  the  weather. 
The  frost  has  given  place  to  rain,  with  fogs,  and  the 
watertiide  generally  is  in  a  state  of  quagmire.  Rivera 
are  rising  and  running  thick.  Several  anglers  have 
been  out,  but  sport  has  been  very  slow.  A  few  roach 
and  small  pike  ia  the  record  from  the  Ouse  The  Adur 
has  not  yielded  much  better.  A  brace  of  small  pike 
from  the  Henfield  district  is  all  that  is  worth  notice. 
From  Chichester  Canal  a  few  pike,  heaviest  5|lb  ,  and 
a  perch  of  l^lb.  are  all  I  hear  of.  The  weather  bids 
fair  to  improve  within  a  day  or  two,  when  pike  should 
be  feeding  — G.  F.  Salter. 

Teme  iLadlow).  The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
been  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order 
for  fishing  up  till  Tuesday,  when  heavy  rain  fell  all 
day,  and  on  Wednesday  the  water  had  changed  colour 
and  was  higher  than  usual  and  not  in  oider  for  fly 
fishing.  The  weather  has  turned  nasty,  cold  and 
damp  the  last  few  days  and  has  been  against  anglers 
going  out  since  Mouday,  but  the  water  will  soon 
go  down  again,  and  if  we  get  no  more  rain 
it  will  be  in  order  again  for  fly  fishing;  before 
the  rain  the  fish  were  rising  well  at  midday  at 
the  fly,  and  a  good  few  anglers  were  out,  and  some 
nice  sized  grayling  a  ^d  daoe  were  taken.  Bottom 
fishing  has  accounted  for  some  roach  and  dace  with 
worm  and  maggot.  Minnow  fishing  for  pise  has  been 
tried  under  Whitcliffe  and  almg  the  Policy,  but 
sport  has  not  been  so  good  as  last  week,  the  flush  Oi 
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water  being  agiinst  good  pport.  Salmon  have  Vieen 
on  the  move  a^ain  since  the  water  haa  been  higher 
The  Ony,  Corve,  0  un,  and  Lpdwyohe  are  all  stainfd 
and  fiwhing  on  them  very  blow  indeed  of  late. — S 
Lddlow. 

Teme  CTenbury). — Water  in  this  part  is  now  run- 
n  nu  considerably  higher  than  last  week,  and  there  is  a 
pi  ain  in  it,  which  has  interfered  with  fly-fithing  for  a 
fi  w  days.  Rain  has  been  had  this  week ;  the 
V  eather  has  chungpd  round  to  damp,  foegy  days  and 
nights,  and  the  rain  ha-*  caused  the  river  to  riee,  and 
angling  has  been  very  slow  in  this  part  this  week 
The  grayling  have  been  movii  g  at  the  maggot,  and 
some  nice  tsh  were  landed  at  the  end  of  last  week 
with  the  fly.  Very  few  fish  landed  since  Monday,  but 
by  the  end  of  the  week  the  water  should  be  in  order 
again  for  fly.— Wobcestkb. 

Torcross  Ley  (S.  Devon). — The  water  still  con- 
tinue^ in  excellent  c<  nditiun,  but  there  are  no  anglers 
about.  During  five  days  last  week  not  a  rod  was  on 
the  water,  and  on  the  other  two  days  there  were  only 
two  r(  ds ;  they  had  fairly  good  sport  with  perch  and 
rudd,  ai  d  caught  a  few  small  pike,  the  largest  scaling 
6^1b.  The  weeds  are  rotting  away  very  fast,  and  the 
water  is  rising  — W. 

Tyne  (North  and  South)  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers.-  The  recent  rains  have  swollen  the  rivers  a 
little,  wbirh  has  improved  coarse  fii-hing.  Several 
good  baskets  of  fish  have  been  got  on  the  Tyne  with 
woim  and  maggot.  The  lure  that  has  done  best  is  the 
small  meal  worm ;  this  worm  has  done  so  well  that  it 
is  Cilled  the  deadly  bait,  and  can  be  pro  ured  from  us, 
also  our  two-hook  special  tackle  to  fit  the  worm. 
A  few  grayjiog  have  been  got  on  the  Till  with  buth 
fly  and  worm.  The  season  is  too  mild  for  good  worm 
fishing,  and  we  canni't  expect  satisfactory  results  t.ili 
we  have  had  a  good  run  with  Jack  Frost.  In  your 
issue  of  the  8th  inst.  regarding  your  inquiry  for 
tench  ground  bain,  I  and  a  friend  some  >ears  ago 
fished  a  lake  well  stocked  with  tench.  The  night 
before  fishing  we  ground  baited  several  places 
with  ci>ngealed  blood.  The  following  day  we 
baited  with  worm,  and  we  had  a  royal  time  of  it ;  we 
filled  our  bat-kfts,  and  could  have  filled  two  sacks  had 
we  betn  pot-hunters.  Our  tackle  was  fine  and  strong, 
no  float  used,  only  a  small  barrel  lead  to  a  fine  plaiied 
roach  line — HENtY  A.  Mueton,  Northern  Anglers' 
Rasort,  87,  Grey-street,  Newcabtle-on-T)ne. 

Witham.  etc.  (Ittid  and  North  Ziincolnshire  )  - 
The  snap  of  cold  which  we  had  a  week  ago  has  given 
a  brighter  outlook  to  the  waters  of  the  Witham.  From 
difiereut  lengths  between  Bardney  and  Boston  there 
are  tidings  of  success,  but  tnis  has  chiefly  concerned 
the  pik»3  Dshers,  who  hsive  done  very  well  by  live  bait 
fishing  and  spinning  the  artificial.  CurioUfly  enough 
none  have  succeeded  in  landing  what  may 
be  c  died  a  specim  n  fish,  mo^t  of  them  run- 
ning between  41b  and  51b  ,  the  best  po>8ibly  being 
a  6-pounder,  but  anticipations  run  high  about  Kirk- 
stead.  Roach  fi-hii)g  is  not  much  spoken  about  and 
is  ijeglected,  but  an  argler  has  come  across  a  splendid 
lot  of  perch  near  Anton  Gowts.  Sport  in  the  drains 
about  Boston  has  chiefly  been  confin<-d  to  local  effort. 
A  few  roach  have  been  caught  on  the  Bargate  drain, 
but  pike  up  to  61b  have  come  from  Mount  Pleasant. 
There  havu  also  been  captures  of  Fmall  pike  at  East 
Ville,  and  also  at  Old  Leake  on  the  Hobhole  Drain. — 
Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  weather, 
and  also  the  water  in  the  shove  rivers,  up  to  the  end 
of  last  week,  were  very  favourable  for  fishing,  and 
several  Lice  little  catches  were  obtained  mostly  by 
utiog  worms  ai  d  maggots  for  bait.  A  few  nice 
grayling  have  been  taken  from  the  lower  poriiou 
of  tbe  Darle.vdile  Club's  water,  also  the  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Augliog  Association's  water,  yielding  some 
goo  J  fish,  Mr.  W.  Evans  two  and  a  hilf  brace;  at 
another  time  one  brace.  The  weather  tince  Saturday 
has  been  drizzling  rain,  but  not  in  sufficient  quantity 
to  raise  the  rivers  and  m  k^^  them  unfisha  lo.  The 
season  is  now  fast  d' awing  to  a  close,  but  with  a  little 
bright  weather  a  few  gra}lini<  may  yet  be  taken. 
Fliei- — Needle  Fly,  Apple  Green,  Furnace  Ply,  and 
Grey  Palmer  — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Torks). — We  were  favoured  with  some  ideal  grayling 
fi-ling  weather  at  the  end  of  last  week;  this  anglers 
were  rjot  sIoat  in  taking  advantage  of,  and  as  long  as 
the  frost  continued  some  good  takes  were  recorded, 
but  since  Nov.  23  the  astronomers  tell  us  "there  is 
at  present  a  very  'ine  group  of  spots  on  the  sun  "—  these 
spots  like  tbe  lid's  b>.,iis  mu  t  be  'mighty  big  'uns," 
for  we  have  not  seen  the  sun  for  dajs  now,  ai  d  have 
experienced  n  <thiug  but  fog  and  drizzle,  or  drizzle  and 
fog.  Sport  has  been  very  fair  up  the  Yore,  and  at 
Mashum,  Mr.  J.  Pickersgill  has  caught  a  lot  of  fine  gray- 
ling ;  atd  at  Tauheld  bome  vi  tb.^^  members  of  the  Tan- 
field  Angling  Club  have  met  with  exceptionally  tine  sport 
on  their  waters,  killing  from  six  up  to  twelve  drace  of 
grayling  daily.  Mr.  W.  Robsou  wriiesme  from  Ripon 
that  sport  in  that  neighbou'h.jod  has  been  good.  One 
rod  secured  twenty-five  giayling  with  the  worm.  Most 
of  the  water  round  Hipou  is  preserved  by  ttie  Ripon 
Angling  Olub.    Day  tickets  can  be  obtaintd  at  2s.  Cd., 


or  for  a  "  wpek  end  "  3s.  6d.,  full  week,  Gs.  These  are 
issued  by  Mr  Hodgson.  Middle-street,  Ripon ;  al^o  at 
the  Station  Hotel  The  water  is  close  to  the  latter 
hotel.  Anglers  visiting  Ripon  should  drop  a  post- 
card to  Sergeant  Hastings,  the  club  bailiff,  who  is 
always  willing  to  meet  anglers  and  show  them  the 
water,  etc.  Some  nice  pike  and  perch  have  been 
caui^ht  at  Newby  and  Roicliffe,  and  at  Boroughbridge 
anglers  have  met  with  capital  sport,  some  heavv 
panniers  of  roach,  dace,  etc.,  having  been  caught, 
also  some  nice  dishes  of  grayling,  Messrs.  Pickersgill, 
Poxcroft,  and  Forth,  of  Leeds,  being  very  successful. 
The  Swale  has  fished  well  at  Ainderby,  where  Messrs. 
A.  Richardson.  J.  Rothwell  and  others  have  done  well 
amongst  grayling  and  dace,  several  baskets  weighing 
up  to  8lb.  Up  to  Saturday  (Nov.  22)  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Wharfe  at  Grassington,  Appletreewicb 
and  Burnsal  fished  well,  the  little  red  worm  and 
gentle  p''Oving  the  best  lures  as  a  rule,  although  in 
the  middle  of  the  day  a  few  brace  of  grayling 
havo  been  picked  rff  with  Miller's  Dtrk  Needle,  Red 
T«g,  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Snipe,  and  Purple  and  Blue 
Hawk.  Lower  down  a  few  members  of  the  Ilkley 
Angling  Club  have  enjoyed  fairly  good  sport  at  Ben 
Rhydding,  but  only  a  few  rodsters  have  been  out  at 
Otley,  Poole,  or  Harewood.  Some  very  good  baskets 
of  grayling  (from  ten  to  thirteen  brace)  are  reported 
from  Collingham,  Woodhall,  Wetherby,  Boston  Spa, 
and  Tadcaster.  Roach,  dace,  and  chub  fishing  has 
been  followed  with  success  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Howard  and 
Mr  Morris.  A  fair  number  of  pike  have  been  captured 
at  Ryther  and  Uileskelf,  but  none  of  them  h»ve  been 
of  any  great  size.  The  Nidd,  for  some  reason  or  the 
other,  has  not  fished  well,  and  few  piscators  have 
patroni-'ed  it.  The  Derwent  is  in  very  good 
angling  trim,  and  anglers  visiting  Yeddingham, 
Malton,  Castle  Howard,  etc  ,  have  returned  with  good 
baskets  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub.  A  fair  number  of 
pike  have  been  caught,  but  they  have  not  been  remark- 
able for  size.  Grayling  fishing  has  greatly  improved 
on  the  Rye  and  Costa,  and  some  fine  baskets  have 
been  caught  with  both  worm  and  fly.  Several  of  my 
li'cal  customers  have  visited  the  Edea  at  Appleby  and 
Temple  Sowerby,  and  have  had  a  good  time  amongst 
the  grayling,  miny  of  the  fish  running  up  to  lib.  in 
weight,  Mr.  J.  A  Moxon,  his  son,  and  Mr.  J.  Gtim- 
shaw  bringing  home  baskets  from  111b.  up  to  16lb.  in 
weight.  All  our  rivers  are  in  good  trim,  and  with  a 
return  of  fine  sharp  wea'her  good  sport  can  be  looked 
for  next  week. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Uer  op  Galloway. — 
This  river,  which  is  still  open  for  angling,  has  been  in 
flood  f  )r  two  days  this  weefe,  but  should  be  in  capital 
order  in  a  f --w  days.  Some  fine  sport  has  been  obtMined 
by  the  Dalbeattie  local  anglers  in  the  waters  close  to 
the  granite  town.  On  Nuv.  22,  Mr.  James  Brown, 
John-street,  Dalbeattie  landed  a  fine  fish  of  14lb  ,  and 
on  the  same  day  Mr.  David  Newall,  High-street, 
succeeded  in  landing  one  of  111b.  It  is  reported  that 
quite  a  nunaber  of  other  anglers  have  hid  salmon  this 
week.  A  number  of  extra  fine  salmon  have  been  sei  n 
rising  in  the  pools.  A  goodly  nunber  of  the  fish  have 
ascended  to  the  higher  reaches  of  the  river,  where 
they  will  shortly  go  on  to  the  spawning  beds.  The 
rod  fi  hing  closes  on  Monday,  Dec  1.  On  the  other 
Border  rivers  of  the  Solway,  which  closed  on  Nov.  14 
and  15,  most  of  the  salmon  are  now  in  the  h'gher 
waters.  The  rivers  have  been  too  heavy  to  notice  if 
they  have  gone  on  to  the  spawning  beds.  On  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  the  Annan,  Nith,  and  Esk  were  in 
flood.  List  week  there  were  sharp  snaps  of  frost,  but 
the  weather  changed  on  Monday  night  to  rain  and 
the  temperature  has  continued  very  mild  since  that 
date.  The  water  bailiff  ■>  are  keeping  a  sharp  look-out 
for  poachers.  Fortunately  there  has  been  very  little 
salmon  poaching  this  back-end  in  the  Solway  district. 
The  heavy  fioes  imposed  by  the  Fishmongers'  Company 
on  poachers  sending  salmon  to  England  two  years 
ago  have  apparently  checked  effectually  the  illegal 
traffio. — HeatheiiBell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Kivers. — 
During  the  past  week  fairly  good  sport  has  again  been 
had,  notwithstanding  some  slight  rises  of  the  rivere. 
There  is  every  appearance  of  good  sport  being  had 
during  the  last  few  days  of  the  season.  On  Hendersyde 
water  on  Nov.  19  Lady  Dalkeith  caught  a  salmon  of 
22ib.  and  Mr.  B<rll-Irving  one  of  20lb.  On  Nov.  20 
Mr.  G.  Ersbine  had  one  of  191b.  On  Nov  21  Mr.  T. 
Pringle  had  two  fish  of  191b.  and  121b.    On  Nov.  22 


Grayiinq  Flies  en  gut,  hair,  or  e>ed  h 'oks.  28.  per  dozen 
Si  lect  ons  maiie  for  anvwnier  in  the  kMigdora.  All  pati<rns 
sent  out  ar  prov.  d  ki  Icrs  by  J.  E.  Mi.ler,  who  haa  had  over 
thi  ty  years'  practical  expi  ri  uce.  Sample  d  'Zen  Hies  s^-nt  on 
receipt  of '.Js.  Fly 'Iressinij  nia  erial — wings  hackJes,  silks,  etc. 
Parcels  nia'le  up  any  size  to  »uii  customers'  reiiuiieiueut". 
Merlin  Hawks',  DoltTel-',  i.nd  other  scarce  skins.  Large  stock 
ot  Blue  U>ckle-<,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mailaid,  and  Widgeon 
feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  t)est  quality,  2d  per 
doz  II  ;  eyed.  4d.  per  dozen.  Best  'apered  horsehair  casts,  Is. 
each,  teateil.  B  st  tapered  gut  casts,  Is.  each.  ¥\y  inak  is' 
tweezers,  scissor-,  vices,  variiiah,  etc. — J.  E.  MlI.LBR  (Telephone 
2«0l),  Noitheiii  Anglers'  Dep  t,  19,  Hew  atation-slreet,  Leeds. 
Telegrams:  "Piscator,  Leeds.' 


he  had  three  of  231b.,  81b.  and  81b.,  and  Sir  Richard  W. 
Griffith  one  of  161b.  On  Nov.  24  Maj  >r  Wilson  had  one 
of  81b.,  and  on  Nov.  25  Mr.  T.  Prinele  had  one  of  IT^lb. 
Oq  Mertoun  water,  on  Nov.  24,  Mr.  Greville  Douglas 
lad  a  salmon  of  251b.  Oq  Birgham  water,  on 
Nov  18,  General  Sir  Henry  Dixon  had  three  salmon 
of  27ib,  201b.,  and  151b.,  and  a  grilse  of  9ilb.  On 
Nov.  19,  Colonel  Clinton  had  three  salmon  of  201b., 
191b.,  and  121b.,  and  two  grilse  of  101b.  each,  and  on 
tbe  same  day  Captain  Trotter  had  one  salmon  of  131b. 
and  two  grilse  of  81b.  and  101b  On  Nov.  20,  Colonel 
Clinton  had  two  salmon  of  82Jlb.  and  24Jlb..  and 
Jap'ain  Trotter,  six,  of  241b.,  221b.,  191b.,  191b  ,  17Jlb., 
tnd  IGJlb.,  and  two  grilse  of  81b  pach.  On  Nov.  21, 
the  Earl  of  Homo  had  two  salmon  of  211b.  and 
20lb.  On  Nov  22,  Professor  Annandale  had  a  grilse 
of  8Jlb.  ;  Colonel  Clinton,  one  Silm  )n  of  191b.  and 
1  grilse  of  9,Jlb.  On  Nov  24,  the  same  angler 
had  one  salmon  of  IBlb.  and  a  grilse  of  71b. 
On  Makerst  )un  wHer  on  Nov.  18  Mr.  8.  M.  Ferguson 
had  a  salmon  .of  181b.,  and  on  the  19th  a  grilse  81b. ; 
also  on  the  19th,  Mr.  Harvey  Coomba  had  a  84lmon  of 
231b.  On  Nov.  20  Mr.  Ferguson  had  a  salmon  of  151b., 
and  on  the  2Lst  one  of  241b.  On  Nov.  22  Mr.  Harvey 
Coombe  had  two  erilse  of  81b.  and  61b.  On  Floors 
under  water  on  Nov  19  Mr.  McCullooh  had  twelve 
fish,  weighing  271b.,  251b.,  201b.,  201b  ,  181b.,  141b., 
I2lb.,  lllb  ,  111b  ,  9ib.,  91b.,  91b.  On  Nov.  20  two  of 
21lb  and  171b.,  and  on  the  2l8t  one  of  181b. 
Oq  Boldside  water,  on  Nov.  17,  Lieut.-Col  F  Davies 
had  a  sea-troui  of  81b.  On  Nov.  18,  Mr.  G.  Erskine 
two  of  5^1b  and  81b.  On  Nov.  19  the  same  gentleman 
had  a  salm  m  of  261b.  On  Nov.  20  Mr.  J.  Sooit- 
Plummer  had  one  of  19Jlb.  Oq  Nov.  22  W.  Millar 
(fisherman)  had  a  salmon  of  37^1b.,  this  fish  being 
killed  with  a  No.  3  "Greenwell"  single  hook  in 
twenty-five  minutes.  Little  or  no  sport  is  reported 
from  Teviot.  On  Nov.  ]9  Mr.  R.  Hogarth  had  a 
salmon  of  91b.,  and  on  Nov.  22  caught  one  of  22ib. — 
Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  Distriot.  -The  local  streams  are  all 
heavy  in  spate,  and  there  is  no  coarse  fishing  to 
be  had.  It  is  hoped  that  the  impending  fishery 
inquiry  will  embrace  the  Clady,  Glenavy,  Crumlen, 
and  Six-mile-water,  which  trout  streams  are  much 
patronised  by  city  anglers.  A  great  number  of  the 
trout  which  were  in  the  Antrim-road  basin  have  got 
into  the  pond  in  Alexandra  Park  vid  the  by-wash. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Monme  (Newtown stewart,  co,  Tyrone),— The 

Mourne  is  iu  spate  and  salmon  are  again  on  the  rvm. 
Some  200  fish  have  been  trapped  at  Sion  Weir  for  the 
hatchery  here.  This  hatchery  has  accommodation  for 
900,000  ova.  Before  the  rise  of  waters  there  was  much 
poaching  on  the  remote  tribu  ariea  and  mountain 
streams.  A  very  large  number  of  salmon  have  already 
passed  to  the  upper  waters.  Trout  spawning  is  prac- 
tically over. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Lon^hs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Both  loughs  at  present  are  in  good  trim  for 
pike.  Paddy  Morn,  boatman,  had  two  jack,  91b., 
18Jlb. — Pat  Heabhes. 

Ouvill  (co  Down). — This  river  is  high  in  flood, 
and  tae  s  Imon  are  running  up  in  fair  numbers.  Un- 
fortunately, the  upper  reaches  are  unprotected,  and 
hundr»ds  of  fish  are  poached  in  the  numerous  weirs 
and  mill-races.  White  trout  are  also  on  the  run. 
—J.  A.  B. 

■Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — All  waters  here  are  in  a 
high  state  of  flood.  Sp<iwning  is  going  on  satisfact  )rily, 
and  so  far  nothing  has  been  heard  of  poachers. 
Recently  some  salmon  were  seen  running  up  into 
Lough  Currane  from  the  sea.  The  weir  fishery  opens 
on  Jan.  1,  and  angling  a  month  later. — T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (MuUingar).— For  the  past 
four  or  five  weeks  the  influx  of  salmon  into  the 
Shannon  and  its  principal  tiibutarities  -the  Brosna 
and  Inny — has  been  far  and  away  beyond  the  average, 
while  in  the  river  Suck,  which  flows  through  Ballina- 
sloe,  the  supply  has  been  phenomenal.  No  person  has 
any  recollection  of  seeing  anything  like  it  before,  and 
crowds  stand  for  hours  and  hours  at  the  principal 
passes  registering  the  numbers  which  pass  up,  per 
hour,  on  their  way  to  the  spawning  grounds.  The 
tributary  streams  of  the  lakes  are  now  in  fair  flood, 
and  the  spawning  operations  of  both  trout  and  salmon 
have  commenced  on  a  most  satisfactory  scale. — 
T.  J.  W. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballycottou. — Fishing  has  been  sufpended  here 
for  many  days  owing  to  stormy  and  wet  weather.  As 
the  weather  has  shown  much  improvement  at  time 
of  writing  it  is  probable  that  some  anglers  will  try  for 
pollack,  etc.,  during  the  next  few  days. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. —  Fhe  weather  has  been  very  variable 
during  the  pa^t  week.  On  Nov  21  there  were  about 
a  dozen  boats  off  the  Kemp  Town  shore  (including  four 
over  the  "  Black  R  ick  "  ground)  ;  sea  calm.  22ad, 
East  wind,  very  cold,  and  swell  on  ;  only  one  boat  off. 
23rd,  fine  sunny  day,  but  a  considerable  swell  on 
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about  half-a-dozen  boats  ofi.  246h  and  25th,  sea  quite 
too  rough  for  small  boats.  26ch,  calmer  ;  about  four 
boats  oS.  By  the  way,  I  was  told  the  other  day  that 
Brighton  fishermen  in  cooking  ma  ^kerel  tie  them  up 


in  a  linen  cloth  and  bjil  them  for  two  hour?,  and 
affirm  that  by  so  doing  they  are  much  more  whole- 
some.— H. 

Burnham-on-Croucli. — Sport  was  not  very  good 
on  Nov.  23,  although  a  good  number  of  anglers  were 
down.  Messrs  W.  Stone  ard  Watts,  fishing  with 
Cooper  and  self  in  the  Coronation  on  Nov.  23,  caught 
sixty-nine  whiting.pouting,  and DiDe dabs.  Agentleman, 
fishing  from  his  own  yacht  with  Captain  John  Harvey, 
caught  forty  very  fine  whiting,  some  good  dabs,  and 
one  small  codling ;  and  several  members  of  the  Silver 
Trout  Angling  Society,  out  with  Teddy  Bourne  in  the 
Volunteer,  caught  about  a  score  of  fish  as  they  did  not 
get  on  the  fishing  ground  until  12  80,  thereby  losing 
the  whole  of  the  ebb  tide ;  other  boats  had  very  poor 
takes  of  fish.  Tides  will  not  suit  anglers  this  week- 
end. The  fish  do  not  seem  to  feed  so  well  on  the 
flood  tide  as  they  do  on  the  ebb. — J.  Weight. 

Darxynane  (co.  Kerry). — Sea  fishing  continues 
at  a  standstill  here  though  the  weather  has  improved, 
but  it  is  still  very  cold.  Farther  up  Kenmare  river 
(or  Kenmare  Fjord  as  it  should  be  called)  hake  are 
being  had.— T.  J.  D. 

Seal. — The  heavy  easterly  gale  that  was  blowing 
last  week  looked  very  much  like  putting  ofi  the  Briti^ih 
Sea  Anglers'  greatest  competition.  However,  the 
weather  moderated  dowa,  which  enabled  the  com- 
petition to  go  on.  Every  gentleman  of  the  committee 
and  clerk  downwards  took  a  very  lively  interest  in  the 
aSair,  and  our  boatmen  (one  and  all)  did  their  best 
to  make  ttie  competition  a  great  success,  which  I  am 
pleased  to  say  was  a  great  success.  We  are  still 
having  good  sport,  and  with  favourable  weather  tides 
suit  to  go  afloat  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock  at 
week-end  and  first  part  of  next  week. — Edwabd 
Hanger  (A.gent  B  S.A.S  ),  Napier,  Beach-street. 

Powey  (Cornwall). — We  have  had  very  stormy 
weather  during  the  past  weak,  and  boat  angling  has 
been  in  abeyai  ce.  Bass,  of  about  lib.  in  weight,  are 
being  caught  in  the  harbour.  I  have  just  had  some  for 
supper,  and  very  good  they  are,  boiled  and  served  with 
melted  butter — almost  equal  to  trout  in  flavour. — H. 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards.— Owing  to  the 
rough  weather  poor  sport  has  been  the  order  of  the 
day,  boats  being  unable  to  get  off  Nov.  22 — Cold, 
but  fine.  A  few  beats  bringing  ashore  whiting  and 
flatfish,  and  cod  in  one  instance.  Nov.  23— Mild.  A 
good  few  boats  off,  but  returned  with  small  catches  of 
whiting  and  "  flats."  Nov.  24  and  25 — Sea  rough. 
Boats  unable  to  get  off.  Nov.  26 — Showery,  Sea 
calm.  A  few  bo  its  out,  and  good  takes  of  "  round  and 
flat."  The  fishermen  are  doing  well  with  herring  and 
sprat.  Tne  piers  have  been  doing  fairly  well  during 
the  rough  weather.  Nov.  23— Good  takes  of  flat  fish 
and  whiting  were  taken  from  St  Leonards  Pier,  Mr. 
Schenk  securing  a  flounder  of  21b.  3oz.,  and  Mr.  J. 
Carter  one  of  lib  4oz.  Nov  26 — Good  takes  of  codling 
and  whiting  have  been  taken.  Good  sport  has  also 
been  obtained  from  Hastings  Pier.  Easterly  wind; 
prospects  are  not  good  until  weather  gets  more 
settled. — A. 

Penzance. — Very  poor  sport  during  the  past  week 
or  so  by  pier  anglers.  Drift  net  fishing  for  winter 
herrings  has  commenced,  but  only  poor  catches  as 
yet,— H. 

,  Plymontli.— The  cold  snap  that  we  had  last  week 

passed  away  on  Saturday,  and  several  of  our  boats 
that  had  done  nothing  all  the  week  were  obliged  to 

I  make  a  start  to  earn  their  daily  bread.  I  counted 
about  a  score  of  hookers  on  tha  whiting  ground  on 
Tuesday,  althouKh  th«  weather  was  fine  and  the  wind 
had  shifted  round  to  the  westward,  there  was  a  very 


heavy  sea  running  in  the  Channel.  Pollack  are  not 
showing  such  good  sport  as  usual  at  this  time  of  the 
year,  but  bass  are  more  plentiful,  and  the  rod  fisher- 
men have  been  having  some  very  fair  catches.  The 
drift  boats  have  been  doing  well  with  the  herrings, 
and  they  are  in  very  prime  condition  this  year. — 
William  HsABDifR. 

Ramsgate.  —Weather  has  not  been  overkind  to 
anglers  this  week,  and  boat  fishing  has  been  much 
restricted  in  consequence  Only  six  boats  were  out 
on  Nov.  23,  amongst  them  Mr.  Poyn,  piloted  by 
Miller,  managed  to  find  the  codling  and  had  close 
upon  seventy  pound  of  nice  fish,  best  about  51b.  ; 
another  boat  had  four  score  mixed  codling  and  whiting. 
From  the  Iron  Pier  a  few  nice  codling  and  whiting 
have  been  taken,  with  a  few  bass.  From  the  West 
Pier  Mr.  Birkett  has  taken  thirteen  pollack  and  some 
codling.  From  the  East  Pier  some  whiting  and  nice 
flat  fish  have  been  landed.  A  few  nice  silver  eels  have 
been  taken  in  the  harbour,  but  they  are  becoming 
very  scarce.  Weather  more  promising,  and  should  it 
settle  the  ensuing  week's  fishing  should  be  good. — 
Geey  Mullktt. 

Walmer. — This  week  there  is  hut  little  to  record, 
as,  with  the  excption  of  Nov.  23,  sport  has  been  dis- 
tinctly slack,  and  comparatively  few  anglers  have  been 
afloat.  For  some  reason  or  oiher  the  cod  seem  to 
have  temporarily  deserted  the  Castle  Hole,  a  very 
favourite  haunt,  and,  as  last  week,  it  is  necessary  to 
go  some  distance  out  to  secure  a  big  bag.  The  week- 
end prospect  is  favourable  so  far  as  sport  is  concerned, 
but  after  recent  experience  I  venture  to  forecast 
weather  with  very  considerable  oifiidence.  To-day 
(Wednesday)  it  is  much  warmer  and  favourable  for 
fishing,  and  there  are  no  indications  of  a  probable 
change.  A  good  number  of  boats  are  out  to-day, 
but  at  the  time  of  writing  full  returns  of  sport  are 
not  to  hand — those  who  have  landed  report  good 
catches.— Chables  Hussey  (B.S  A.S.). 

Weymouth. — Pishing  has  been  somewhat  at  a 
discount  the  past  week.  We  have  been  having  some 
very  rough  weather — gales  and  plenty  of  rain — but 
to-day  (Wednesday)  it  has  turned  out  fine,  and  in  con- 
sequence I  went  off  to  the  breakwater,  but  was  not  at 
all  successful.  There  was  a  nice  catch  of  pollack  in  the 
harbour  yesterday — about  a  hundred — some  of  them 
21b.  fish.  To-day  a  large  quantity  of  bass  have  been 
taken  in  and  outside  the  dam,  but  they  ran  rather 
small.  Some  nice  sized  eels  have  also  been  had.  The 
bass  are  coming  up  the  harbour  nicely,  so  if  the  present 
weather  continues  we  may  anticipate  some  sport.  Sea 
smooth  ;  wind  easterly. — A.  G.  Rowbll. 


Ilssociatiotts 

(Sfboial  Mbbtinqs), 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  general  committee  will  meet  on  Monday, 
Dec.  1,  at  8  30  p  m  — R,  G.  Woodeupf. 

No.    1    KASTEEN    UlSTBICT — 

The  next  return  visit  will   be  to  the  Hoxton 
Brothers  on  Deo.  2. — G.  Manning. 
CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OP  LONDON  ANGLING 
CLUBS— 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  will  take 
place  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane, 
Covent  Garden,  on  Monday,  Dec.  1,  commencing  at 
9  o'clock  sharp. 

The  competition  for  members  of  the  above  only 
took  place  at  Bourne  End  on  Nov.  23,  the  entries 
were  very  numerous,  and  the  fish  were  not  well  on 
the  feed,  although  the  weather  throughout  the  day 
was  all  that  could  be  desired,  reminding  one  more 
of  May  than  November.  The  stamping  of  tickets  and 
weighing  of  fish  took  place  at  the  Railway  Hotel, 
under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  assisted  by 
Mr.  J.  Levien,  G.  Watling,  J.  A.  Fitch,  R.  Clark, 
and  many  other  members  of  the  Central  Committee. 
Mr.  C.  Watling  was  successful  in  winning  the  Levien 
Sliver  Cup,  also  taking  Mr.  Every's  prize  for  largest 
roach  taken  during  the  diy.  Distribution  of  prizes 
at  the  Bald  Faced  Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury,  on 
Jan.  12.  Thefollowingarethenamesofthefirsttwelve 
winners  :  1,  C.  Watling  (G.  Northern),  51b.  2\  iz.  ; 
2,  A.  Richards  (Lincoln),  21b.  5|)z.  ;  3,  J.  Cox 
[Cosy),  2lb.  5oz. ;  4,  W.  Kerry  (Walham  Green), 
21b.  3Joz.  ;  5,  F.  Peates  (St.  Albans),  lib.  lOf  >z.  ; 
6,  P  Brooks  (G  Northern),  lib.  lOf  jz. ;  7.  J.  Croker, 
ajington  Brothers),  lib.  9f  .z.  ;  8,  J.  White 
(Cosj),  lib.  6oz.  ;  9,  J.  Brixey  (Walham  Green), 
lib.  4Joz. ;  10,  W.  Beachem  (Brothers  Well  Met), 
lib.  Ifoz.  ;  11,  J.  Winters  (Hatchem  Brothers), 
lib.  l^oz  ;  12,  C.  Biggs  (Lincoln),  lib.  OJ  jz  ; 
The  remainder  in  order  of  weiaht  were  :  Messrs. 
W.  Bowdery  (Lincoln) ;  F.  Harding  (Amicable 
Brother^) ;  H.  Watis  (Oglanders);  A.  Thompson 
(Lincoln) ;  W.  Gardham  (North  Camberwell) ;  J. 
Palmer  (Walham  Green);  -1.  Cook  (Lipcolu)  ;  A. 
.Jeokins  (Stockwell) ;  J.  A.  Pitch  (Great  Northern 
Brothers) ;   T.  Cole   (Great  Northern   Brothers) ; 


G.  Etherington  (North  Camberwell)  ;  B.  Chivers 
(Lincoln) ;  J.  Armstrong  (Great  Northern  lirothers) ; 
J.  Freeman  (Junr.  Piscatorial^);  W.  Symes  (Lincoln)  ; 
J.  Smith  (Blaokfriars) ;  P.  Large  (Great  Northern 
Brothers)  ;  W.  Rosser  (Peckham  Brothers) ;  J, 
Poster  (Blackfriars) ;  J.  Ashwood  (Covent  Garden); 
A.  Baker  (Amicable  Brothers)  ;  H.  Hampshire 
(Bermondsey  Brothers) ;  P.  Cheek  (Lincoln) ;  J, 
Comley  (Lincoln) ;  A.  Shipton  (North  Camberwell) ; 

H.  D  cker  (Seymour  Brotherb)  ;  H.  Standing 
(United  Brothers) ;  J.  Worcester  (Kynastou) ;  W. 
Hawkins  (Lincoln) ;  C.  Randall  (Great  Northern) ; 
C.  J.  Chapman  (Putney) ;  J.  Wood  (United  Brothers) ; 
H.  Cottee  (Walham  Green);  G.  Hinton  (Stockwell); 
H.  Templeman  (Walham  Green)  ;  C  Reeve  (Isling- 
ton  Brothers)  ;  J.  Downs  (Ormondr) ;  G.  Stevens 
(Lincoln) ;  J.  Patey  (N.  Camberwell)  ;  G.  Bletchley 
(Central  CluW  ;  P.  Everv  (St.  Albans) ;  C.  Piggott 
(Bermondsey  Brothers) ;  W.  Drage  (United  Brothers) ; 
A.  Harling  (Oglamders  ;  and  R.  Clark  (Silver  Trout). 


British  Sba-Anglebs'  Society — 

On  Wednesday  last  the  members  met  as  usual  at 
headquarters.    After  the  usual  business,  Mr.  Edgar 
Newton  in  the  chair,  the  very  successful  holding 
of  the  annual  members'  competition  at  Deal  was 
reported  as  having  been  favoured  by  fine  weather,  a 
fairly  smooth  sea,  and  a  goc  d  take  of  fish,  markedly 
above  the  average  in  number,  weight,  and  condition. 
The  total  number  of  entries  for  the  whole  com- 
petition amounted  to   237,  all  members  of  the 
Society,  of  whom  189  actually  took  part,  80  per 
cent,  of  the  entries,  a  result  far  in  excess  of  the 
preceding  seven  years.     Tne  resources  of  Deal, 
especially    in  the   matter    of    boats    and  men, 
had  been  severely  taxed  ;  indeed,  there  was  scarcely 
a  boat  left  on  the  beach,  and  there  i^  no  fishing 
place  worthy  the  name  that  can  supply  boat  and 
men  for  sea  fishing  as  Deal  can.    The  men  were 
simply  perfect,  and  worked  like  a  clock.    Not  one 
single  complaint  reached  the  committee,  and  as  the 
competitors  receive  prizes  the  sporting  instinct  was 
keenly  manifested.    In  the  pier  report  given  last 
week  there  was  unfortunately  a  clerical  error — the 
heaviest  weight  of  fish  on  Nov.  16  was  taken 
by  Mr.  T.  P.  Holmes,   and  not  by  Mr.  H.  A. 
Holland,  as    stated.     In  the    boat  competition 
fifty-two  mpmbers  went  afloat  on  Nov.  22,  seventy 
on  Nov.  23,  and  forty-two  on  the  Nov.  24.  The 
judge-!,  eajh  on  his  beat,  started  the  boats  at  9  am. 
and  received  them  on  return  at  4  p.m.,  landing 
being  exacted  by  the  rule,  and  they  very  closely 
saw  that  all  conditions  were  complied  with.  The 
weighing  in  was  rapidly  and  efficiently  done  by 
Mr.  T  B.  Bates  and  the  members  of  the  committee, 
attended    by  Mr.   Richardson    as  Clerk  of  the 
Scales,   and  the  competitors  were  very  quickly 
dismissed  to  their  well-earned  rest  and  dinner, 
and  the  old  yard  and  shed  closed  at   an  early 
hour.     The    making     up    and    registration  of 
the    weights,    etc.,  occupied   the  committee  on 
each  of  the  three  evenings,  and  when  breath  was 
drawn  on  the  Monday  night  it  was  found  that,  owing 
to  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  the  judges,  Messrs. 
P.   C.   Baker.  C.  O.  Minchin,  A.  W.  Parker,  Geo. 
Wheeler,  W.  K.  Summers,  G.  Read  Clarke,  E.  M. 
Malted,  T.  Roberts,  J.  Pickup,  and  A.  E.  Litchfield, 
loyally  assisted  by  Mr.  Ned  Hangar,  the  society's 
agent,   and  Mr.    Richardson,   their   pier  repre- 
sentative, the  whole  competition  had  been  di>po3ed 
of  without  a  hitch.    The  awarding  of  the  prizes  is 
the  province  of  the  committee,  and  will  be  reported 
as  soon  as  certain  members  who  have  qualified  for 
two  or  more  prizes  have  declared  their  options. 
The  principal  weights  are  as  under  : — 

List  op  Weights. 
Class  I. — Greatest  weight  of  sizeable  fish  taken 
on  any  one  day  during  the  competition  : — T.  Roberts, 
521b.  lOoz. ;  J.  B.  Howes,  481b.  12oz. ;  M.  K.  Turner, 
461b.  8oz.;  O.  L.  Summers.  461b.  4oz. ;  W.J.Rey- 
nolds, 421b.  lOoz.  ;  Mrs.  Hardy  Corfe,  401b.  2oz.  ; 
C.  W.  Glassington,  391b. ;  A.  H.  Allen,  331b.  IOjz.  ; 
R.  M.  Andrews,  3llb.  4oz. ;  P  Pryett,  291b.  4oz.  ; 
H.  Edwards,  281b  lloz. ;  H.  E.  Willing,  251h  lloz.  ; 
P.  G.  Pairbairn,  241b  4joz.  ;  J.  C.  Pither,  24lb.  4oz. ; 

A.  Mignot,  23ib.  IS^lb.  ;  W.  Hossack,  22lb.  8oz.  ; 

B.  F.  Stratton,  201b.  4oz.  ;  P.  Waller,  191b.  lljoz. ; 
H.  Marks,  181b  5oz. 

Class  II. — Heaviest  fish  taken  during  the  com- 
petition :  J.  Coates,  one  cod,  181b.  5oz. ;  P.  Pryett, 
one  cod,  151b.  14oz.  ;  C.  W.  Glassington,  one  cod, 
151b  12oz. ;  W.  Hossack.  one  cod,  121b.  lOoz.;  G.  D. 
Fdirbairn,  one  cod,  121b.  4oz. ;  J.  B.  Howes,  one 
cod,  111b.  lOoz. ;  H.  Watkins,  one  cod,  111b.  8oz.  ; 
H.  Edwards,  one  pollack,  101b.  12oz.  ;  Mrs.  Hardy 
Corfe,  one  cod  lOlb.  4oz  ;  H.  Marks,  one  cod, 
81b  8oz. ;  A.  H  Goggs,  one  cod,  81b.  2oz. 

Class  III. — Heaviest  weight  of  cod  taken  each 
day  not  exceeding  five  in  number : — Saturday— 
J.  B.  Howes,  three  cod,  23ib.  lOoz. ;  W.  J.  Reynolds, 
three  cod,  201b.  6oz.  ;  A.  H.  Allen,  two  cod, 
121b.  12oz  ;  R.  C.  Hardy-Corfe,  one  cod,  101b.  4oz. ; 
A.   H,   Goggs,   one  cod,    81b.   2oz.     Sunday— Tl. 
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Roberts,  three  cod,  321b.  8oz. ;  M.  K.  Turner,  four 
cod,  25113. ;  C.  W.  Glassington,  three  cod,  251b. ;  J. 
Coates,  one  cod,  181b.  5oz.  ;  H.  Willing,  two  cod, 
161b.  ;  W.  Hossack,  one  cod,  121b.  lOoz. ;  H. 
Watkins,  one  cod,  111b.  Boz.  Monday — P.  Fryett, 
one  cod,  2llb.  ;  H.  Marks,  one  cod,  81b  8oz. 

Class  IV. — Heaviest  weight  of  whiting  taken  each 
day,  not  exceeding  twelve  in  number  : — Saturday — 
J.  B.  Howes,  twelve,  141b.  12oz. ;  Mrs  R.  C.  Hardy 
Corfe,  twelve,  101b.  2oz.  ;  F.  W.  Body,  twelve, 
91b.  14oz. ;  A.  C.  Towers,  twelve,  91b.  12oz. ;  S. 
Fortesoue,  twrelve,  91b.  lOoz. ;  H.  Wood,  twelve, 
91b.  8oz.  ;  F.  Smith,  twelve,  91b.  8oz. ;  T.  Cato 
Worsfold,  twelve,  91b.  6oz. ;  H.  J.  Barratt,  twelve, 
91b.  2oz.  ;  A.  J.  Gear,  twelve,  91b  ;  B.  F.  Stratton, 
twelve,  91b. ;  M.  Wilson,  twelve,  81b.  14oz. ;  A.  H. 
Allen,  twelve,  81b.  6oz  ;  S.  Tucker,  twelve,  81b.  5oz. ; 
R.  R.  Whitehead,  twelve,  81b.  4oz. ;  W.  E.  Matthews, 
twelve,  81b.  4oz.  ;  G.  Herbert,  jun.,  twelve,  81b  2oz. ; 
Charles  Handley,  twelve,  8lb.  ;  W.  J.  Bewers, 
twelve,  81b. ;  G.  "Read  Clarke,  twelve,  71b.  14oz. ; 
W.  Bennett,  eleven,  71b.  12oz. ;  F.  Falkner,  twelve, 
71b.  lOoz.;  C.  Hartridge,  twelve,  71b.  6oz. ;  G.Herbert, 
twelve,  71b.  2oz. ;  J.  A.  Muir,  eleven,  71b.  2oz. ; 
Sunday.— G.  D.  Fairbairn,  twelve,  121b.  12Joz.  ; 
J.  E.  Hall,  twelve,  111b.  8oz. ;  W.  P.  Davis,  twelve, 
111b. ;  H.  J.  Keen,  twelve,  101b.  14oz. ;  H.  Keith, 
twelve,  101b.  lOoz. ;  E.  J.  Hoi  bras,  twelve,  101b.  8oz.; 
O.  L.  Summers,  twelve,  101b.  8oz. ;  W.  B.  Murton, 
twelve,  101b.  8oz.  ;  E.  E.  Hill,  twelve,  101b. ;  F. 
Waller,  twelve,  91b.  15Joz. ;  W.  Hossack,  twelve, 
91b.  14oz.  ;  Alf.  Green,  twelve,  91b.  12ioz. ;  H.  E. 
Willing,  twelve,  91b.  lloz. ;  G.  C.  Horsman,  twelve, 
91b.  lloz.  ;  J.  H.  Glassington,  twelve,  91b.  loz. 
Monday.— C.  B.  F.  Mount,  twelve,  111b.  4oz. ; 
W.  Bradbear,  twelve,  101b.  7oz. ;  H.  Edwards, 
twelve,  101b.  7oz. ;  C.  O.  Minchin,  twelve,  101b. ; 
H.  Marks,  twelve,  91b.  13oz. ;  Mrs.  W.  Watkins, 
twelve,  91b.  12oz.  ;  W.  Watkins,  twelve,  91b.  5oz. ; 
A.  Mignot,  twelve,  81b.  14Joz. ;  W.  Burgess,  twelve, 
81b.  12oz. ;  Miss  E.  Carnegie,  twelve,  81b.  12oz. ; 
W.  Bowley,  twelve,  81b.  lloz. ;  F.  Fryett,  twelve, 
81b.  4oz.  ;  Chas.  Welch,  twelve,  71b.  13oz. ;  D. 
Matthews,  twelve,  71b.  12oz. 

The  large  attendance  at  Deal  left  so  few  members 
to  fish  eleewhere  that  reports  were  scarce ;  lively 
talk  upon  the  competition  filled  up  the  time  of  the 
meeting.  Announcement  was  made  that  the  com- 
mittee had  secured  the  Council  Chamber  at  the 
Holborn  Restaurant  for  the  special  ladies'  night 
(lantern  show  and  music)  on  Wednesday  (Dec.  3)  at 
7.30  for  8,  when  a  large  attendance  of  members  and 
friends  was  hoped  for.  Members  who  possessed 
microscopes  and  slides  and  were  willing  to  exhibit 
them  on  Wednesday  (Dec.  17)  at  headquarters  were 
requested  to  communicate  with  the  entertainment 
committee.  The  meeting  closed  at  a  late  hour  with 
the  customary  toast  and  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Chairman. 

City  op  London  Piscatobial  Socibty — 

Mr.  C.  E.  Fosbrooke  presided  at  the  meeting  on 
Tuesday  last.  Notwithstanding  that  the  competi- 
tion at  Burnham  had  been  abandoned  through 
unsuitable  weather,  several  gentlemen  had  fished 
there  (on  their  own  initiative),  having  fair  sport,  but 
only  the  catches  of  Messrs.  Beamont  and  Gilbert 
were  reported  and  exhibited,  some  fifty  odd  flat  fish 
and  whiting,  some  of  the  latter  of  good  size.  There 
were  other  fishing  reports,  including  that  of  Dr. 
Ladell,  who  gave  a  very  humorous  account  of 
his  experiences  at  Deal.  Result,  about  four 
score,  nearly  all  whiting.  The  doctor  pre- 
sented to  the  Society  a  beautifully  executed  water- 
colour  drawing  (by  Miss  Ladell)  of  a  rather  unusual 
fish  (Cyclopterus  lumpus),  which  had  been  exhibited 
the  previous  week,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  artist  and  also  to  the  donor  was  awarded  by 
the  meeting.  Two  gentlemen,  previously  proposed, 
were  balloted  for  and  duly  elected.  Considerable 
interest  was  taken  by  those  present  in  three  speci- 
men fish  (lamprey  and  burbot),  exhibited  by  Mr. 
Taylor,  taken  near  Maiden.  Good  reports  as  to 
fithing  water  were  received,  and  a  punt  for  members' 
use  was  mentioned  as  a  possibility.  Members  are 
requested  to  note  that  there  will  be  a  pike  and  perch 
competition  on  Deo.  9.  A  guinea's  worth  of  tackle, 
for  best  fish  over  101b.  and  lib.  respectively,  will  be 
given  by  the  Society  in  each  case,  if  up  to  specimen 
size  the  Society's  medal  may  also  be  taken  ;  fish  to 
be  weighed  in,  telegraphed  or  letter  received,  day  of 
meeting  in  time  for  record.  The  usual  C.L.P.S. 
toast,  and  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
concluded  the  proceedings. 

Gekbham  Angling  Sooibty — 

A  very  pleasant  meeting  of  this  society  was  held 
on  Tuesday  last  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  C.  K. 
Turpin,  when  matters  of  considerable  interest  to 
anglers  in  general,  and  sea  anglers  in  particular, 
formed  the  basis  of  a  long  and  pleasant  discussion. 
Unfortunately,  owing  to  a  severe  cold,  Mr.  Close 
was  unable  to  bo  present,  but  his  subject  will  be 
dealt  with  at  an  early  date.  The  secretary  reported 
that  he  had  visited  Kelvedon  and  found  the  swims 


in  the  lower  water  all  cleared.  Mr.  A.  G.  Saunders 
reported  a  good  catch  of  jack  in  private  water, 
the  largest  fish  having  his  mouth  ornamented  with 
quite  an  imposing  array  of  various  kinds  of  tackle. 
Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  visited  Burnham,  but  his  take  was 
rather  small,  the  reason  being,  as  given  by  his  boat- 
man, that  the  cold  snap  had  caused  the  fish  to  make 
for  deeper  water.  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  took  roach 
and  dace  from  the  Thames  at  Shiplake.  Mr.  Basten 
paid  Deal  a  visit  and  took  over  eight  score  whiting 
and  "  dogs."  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  took  two  nice  pike 
from  the  Lea,  and  spent  a  few  hours  at  Kelvedon, 
spinning  with  a  rod  fitted  with  porcelain  rings.  He 
described  this  as  the  pleasantest  bit  of  spinning  he 
had  ever  experienced,  and  said  it  was  very  largely 
owing  to  his  experiment  with  the  porcelain  rings. 
He  spoke  in  most  enthusiastic  terms  of  them, 
and  this,  coming  from  a  past  master  in  the  art, 
must  be  deemed  very  high  praise.  Mr.  Bucking- 
ham caught  jack  at  Kelvedon  and  Mr.  Borthwick 
some  good  fiat-fish  at  Leigh.  A  very  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  Mr.  Turpin  for  his  able  conduct  in  the 
chair  brought  the  meeting  to  a  close. — F.  E. 
Eldred,  Hon.  Sec. 

HiQHBUBY  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  occupied  the  chair  at  our  meeting 
on  Nov.  26.  A  lot  of  work  has  been  got  through 
with  reference  to  our  revised  rules  and  bye-laws, 
and  these  will  be  issued  to  members  shortly,  Mr. 
Clements  again  gratified  the  meeting  with  a  grand 
show  of  roach,  201b.  IJoz.,  taken  in  two  and  a  half 
hours.  Since  last  report  Mr.  Sd.unders  has  weighed 
in  a  pike  of  81b.  3oz.  Mr.  A.  J.  Hersant  has  taken 
nineteen  pike  (best  8§lb.)  and  many  roach  (best 
brace  lib.  lljoz.  and  lib.  lOJoz  )  from  our  Barford 
fishery,  and  from  the  same  water  Mr.  Westrup  has 
taken  a  dozen  pike  up  to  61b. — ^G.  W. 

South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List — 
On  Monday  last,  at  the  Anchor  and  Hope  Angling 
Society,  the  prizes  won  at  Wargrave  in  the  com- 
petition for  members  of  the  Societies  affiliated  to 
the  above  List  were  presented  to  the  successful  com- 
petitors. The  prizes  ranged  from  one  guinea  down  to 
the  humble  dollar.  In  addition  to  the  organised 
funds,  Mr.  H.  Andrews,  host  of  the  Greyhound, 
Wargrave,  added  15s.,  and  Mr.  Hammond  presented 
a  silver-mounted  flask ;  Mr.  Every  5s.  for  the 
largest  roach;  a  jack  rod  from  the  Hon.  Sec, 
and  a  bottle  of  whisky  from  Mr.  Freeman,  Anchor 
Inn,  Yalding.  The  prizes  were  well  distributed 
among  the  societies,  the  Stockwell  being  the  most 
prominent.  Harmony  was  supplied  by  the  Bros. 
Cartwright,  H.  Payne,  A.  G.  Smith,  Brown,  A. 
Gardiner,  Shipton,  Wells,  and  Mr.  Geo  Duck  (host), 
and  an  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  The  next 
business  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  St.  Albans. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  (president)  occupied  the  chair  and 
presented  the  prizes.  The  next  visit  will  go  to  the 
Duchess  Angling  Society  on  Thursday,  December  4, 
and  I  hope  they  will  have  a  good  attendance. — 
A.  G.  Smith,  Hon.  Sec. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 


The  annual  meeting,  in  conjunction  with  the  first 
monthly  meeting  after  the  vacation,  was  held  on 
Tuesday,  Nov.  25,  at  the  offices,  12,  Regent-street. 
Mr.  T.  Crumplen  occupied  the  chair,  and  the  members 
of  the  committee  present  were  Messrs.  Price,  Matthews, 
Neville,  T.  Gomm,  W.  Gomm,  Woodruff,  Berry,  Grim- 
mett.  Barrow,  Wheeley,  and  Elsmore,  and  Mr.  Higgins, 
hon.  sec.  The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  and  ot  the 
annual  meeting  having  been  read  and  confirmed,  the 
usual  accounts  were  examined,  and  the  income  for  the 
past  six  months  was  £63  6s.,  and  the  expenditure 
£76  7s.  lOd.  The  balance  now  in  the  bank  is 
£60  2s.  4d. 

Upon  a  discussion  rc  sleeting  a  chairman  in  place  of 
the  late  respected  Alderman  Nuthall,  it  was  decided 
to  defer  this  to  the  new  year,  when  it  is  hoped  a 
practical  riverside  angler  will  accept  the  office.  Mr. 
Ben  Abrahams  has  notifit  d  bis  intention  of  opening 
two  collecting  bjxes  next  week. 

Reports  were  read  about  the  nettings  duiing  the 
past  season  at  Kingston  Hill,  Hampton  Manor  House, 
and  Barnes,  of  which  the  last  was  tne  most  successful, 
a  vast  number  of  fish  being  placed  in  the  river. 

Mr.  Woodruff  reported  that  the  lakes  in  the  parks, 
which  are  under  the  control  of  the  L.C.C.,  will  be 
netted  by  permission  of  that  authority,  and  the 
T.A.P.S.,  together  with  the  Anglers'  Association,  will 
arrange  to  do  the  necessary  work,  which  it  is  hoped 
will  result  in  large  takes  for  the  benefit  of  the  Thames 
and  Lea. 

Several  reports  were  made  as  to  illegal  fishing,  and 
as  the  Conservancy  officials  have  these  cases  in  hand, 
it  is  hoped  that  convictions  will  be  obtained  when  the 
parties  are  prosecuted.  These  offences  were  at  Staines 
and  Bell  Weir. 

The  keepers  report  the  river  as  very  quiet,  and  not 
in  really  good  condition  for  angling  at  any  point  within 
the  T.A.P.S.  protection.  W.  H.  Elsmore. 


ANGLING   IN  BACKWATERS  OF  THE 
RIVER  LEA  AT  WALTHAM  ABBEY. 


The  proceedings  instituted  by  H.M.  War  Office 
against  two  members  of  the  local  angling  society  took 
place  on  Tuesday  (Nov.  25)  at  Waltham  Abbey  Police 
Court.  Mr.  Gill,  from  the  Treasury,  appeared  for  the 
prosecution  ;  and  Mr.  William  Avory,  of  the  firm  of 
Messrs.  Wm.  Avory  &  Son,  Finsbury-pavement,  E.G., 
appeared  for  the  defendants  and  for  a  Mr.  Gardiner 
who  claimed  a  right  of  fishing,  he  being  the  riparian 
owner  of  land  to  which  one  of  the  defendants.  Perry, 
alleged  he  was  moored  to.  Mr.  H.  M.  Baker,  of  the 
firm  of  Messrs.  Baker,  Freeman,  &  Co.,  7,  Union- 
court,  Old  Broad-street,  E.C.,  and  a  member  of  the 
Gresham  Angling  Society,  held  a  watching  brief  on 
behalf  of  the  Anglers'  Association.  Mr.  George  Corbie, 
the  clerk  to  the  Lea  Conservancy  Board,  and  Mr.  R. 
G.  Woodruff,  secretary  of  the  Anglers'  Association, 
were  in  the  court,  which  was  crowded  with  the  local 
angling  fraternity. 

The  following  is  Mr.  H.  M.  Baker's  report  : — 

"  In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  we  to-day 
attended  at  the  Waltham  Abbey  Police  Court  to 
watch,  on  bahalf  of  the  Anglers'  Association,  the 
proceedings  instituted  by  H.M.  War  Office  against 
Messrs.  Shambrook  and  Perry  respectively,  for  fishing 
in  the  waters  of  the  river  Lea,  in  which  the  War 
Office  claim  a  several  fishery. 

'•  In  the  first  case,  namely,  that  against  Shambrock, 
the  defendant  pleaded  guilty,  as  there  was  no  doubt 
he  was  fishing  in  waters  in  which  the  War  Office  are 
entitled  to  the  fishery  as  riparian  owners.  The  Bench, 
therefore,  imposed  a  nominal  fine  of  10s.  and  49.  costs 
in  the  case. 

"  In  the  second  case,  namely,  that  against  Perry, 
the  facts  were  somewhat  different.  It  appeared  that 
Perry  had  been  fishing  in  a  part  of  the  river  where 
one  of  the  banks  only  is  the  property  of  the  War 
Office,  the  opposite  bank  being  owned  by  a  Mr. 
Gardiner. 

"The  War  Office  alleged  that  the  fishery  at  the 
point  where  Perry  had  been  fishing,  and  for  a  con- 
siderable distance  both  up  and  down  stream  on  each 
side,  belonged  to  the  Crown,  and  that  Perry  was  not 
entitled  to  fish  there  without  license  of  the  Department. 

"  Perry,  however,  disputed  the  title  of  the  Crown 
to  the  ownership  of  the  fishery,  and  alleged  that  the 
true  owner  at  the  point  where  he  was  fishicg  was  Mr. 
Gardiner,  the  riparian  owner,  and  that  he  had  obtained 
the  consent  of  this  gentleman  to  fish  there. 

"It  was  pointed  out  to  the  Bench,  on  behalf  of 
Perry,  that  in  a  case  where  the  question  as  to  the 
right  of  the  plaintiff  to  the  ownership  of  the  fishery 
was  raised,  the  magistrates  had  no  jurisdiction  to  deal 
with  the  matter,  and  as  in  the  present  case  Perry 
challenged  this  right. 

"  The  magistrates  were  satisfied  that  their  jurisdiction 
was  ousted,  and  therefore  dismissed  the  summons. 
There  were  three  other  summonses  against  Perry  for 
fishing  in  the  same  water  on  different  dates,  but  these 
cases  were  not  proceeded  with,  as  the  facts  were  iden- 
tical with  those  in  the  case  taken. 

"  You  will  note  that  the  defendant's  advisers  did 
not  attempt  to  plead  that  the  defendant  was  entitled 
to  fish  at  the  place  in  question,  on  the  ground  that 
the  public  had  fished  there  from  time  immemorial, 
and  thereby  acquired  a  prescription  right  to  do  so. 
This  point  we  may  mention  was  raised,  and  finally 
disposed  of  by  the  High  Court  some  time  ago,  when 
it  was  held  that  the  public  could  not  acquire  by 
prescription  any  right  to  fish  in  a  non-tidal 
river." 

The  Anglers'  Association  have  never  encouraged  any 
of  their  members  to  attempt  to  assert  a  public  right 
to  fish  in  a  non-tidal  river.  Perry,  in  his  sworn 
evidence,  stated  that  he  had  not  asted  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  any  society,  and  was  acting  on  his  own 
initiative. 

R.  G.  Woodruff, 
Secretary  of  Anglers'  Association. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

14,196.  Fishing.  Patentee:  S.  Allcock,  Standard 
Works,  Redditch,  Worcestershire.  Artificial 
bait.  A  spoon  bait  is  divided  longitudinally 
into  two  or  more  parts  connected  by  a 
spring  so  that  when  seized  it  collapses, 
and  thus  facilitates  the  hooking  of  the  fish. 

14,799.  Trawling  gear.  Patentee  :  J.  Smith,  71, 
Weelsby-street,  New  Clee,  Grimsby,  Lin- 
colnshire. Otter-boards  are  fitted  with 
wheels,  adapted  to  swivel  in  brackets. 

14,861.  Pishing.  Patentee  :  W.  A.  Aitchison,  94, 
Piccadilly.  Spinning  tackle.  Spinning 
fins  are  attached  to  a  tube  free  to  rotate  on 
a  stem  with  an  end  piece. 
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ABSOLUTE  SECURITY 

Genuine  CARTER'S  LITTLE  LIVER  PILLS  must  bear 
Fac-sMe  Signature  of 


Absolutely  Cure 
BILIOUSNESS 
SICK  HEADACHE. 
TORP.D  LIVER. 
FURRED  TONGUE. 
INDIGESTION. 
CONSTIPATION. 
DIZZINESS. 
SALLOW  SKIN 


ARTERS 

ITTLE 
IVER 


L!V 


They  TOUCH  the 

Genuine  Wrapper  Printed  on 
WHITE  PAPER.  BLUE  LETTERS. 

Iioofc  for  tbe  Signature 


THE  SPECKLED 
BROOK  TROUT 

Edited  and  Illustrated  by 

LOUIS  RHEAD. 
X6/-  net 


London  : 

8AMM0S  Low,  >LARSTOS  &  CO.,  LTI>., 
Bt.  Dnnstan'3  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


RUN  NO  RISK 


THE  WORST  COUGH 


Pears' 
Soap 

Specially  recommended  to 
ANGLERS 

BY  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 


GISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FKOM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


LEE  MUSSEL  BAIT 

(For  SPINNING  or  TROLLING), 

Made  in  Shell  or  German  Silver,  spin 
perfectly,  and  resemble  fish  whose  bright 
colouring  render  them  very  deadly  to 
Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  and  sea  fish. 


Supplied  by  all  Tackle  Dealers,  and  wholesale  \>y 
Ham.  Allc'OOK  A  Co.  and  T.  H.  Lkk,  4,  EIni  Grove, 
Feckhani,  U.K.    Large  size,  1/6  ;  amall,  1/3. 


ANDERSONS 

IMPROVED  NON-SLIPPING 

PIKE  BOOTS 


"  Some  years  ago  we  i-ecommended  one  or 
two  improvements  in  their  rubber  knee  boots, 
viz.,  nails  in  the  heel,  and  with  the  rubber 
soles  deeply  scored  across  to  prevent  slipping ; 
and  Messrs.  Anderson,  Anderson,  and  Ander- 
son, of  37,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.G.,  have 
had  a  large  sale  for  them  for  pike  fishing  and 
general  fishing  in  the  winter.  We  are  glad  to 
say  they  have  now  again  greatly  improved  the 
quality  of  the  boots,  and  also  altered  the 
pattern  of  the  grooving  in  the  soles  to  prevent 
side-slipping  —  in  the  old  boots  the  grooves 
went  straight  across ;  in  the  new  ones,  as  will 
be  seen  from  the  illustration,  the  grooves  have 
a  broad  arrow  shape  which  is  certainly  a 
much  better  plan.  These  boots  are  absolutely 
waterproof,  and,  being  lined  with  felt,  they 
are  the  most  comfortable  and  warm  to  wear 
that  we  have  ever  tried  ;  then  they  are  so 
easily  put  on  and  taken  off,  and  so  easily 
cleaned,  that  it  is  no  wonder  there  is  a  large 
sale  for  them."  —  R.  B.  Mabston,  Fishing 
Gazette,  December  22,  1900. 


PRICES :— 

For  Gentlemen,  27/6.      For  Ladies,  18/6. 

(Less  5%  discount  for  Gash.) 

ANDERSON,  ANDERSON  &  ANDERSON,  Ltd. 

'FlxG   Anklet's'  1&r£i.tex>p]?oofex>s, 

37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  LONDON,  E.C. 

LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Pish : — 

Trout,  Salmon,  Grayling,  Char,  Bass,  Sunfish,  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  Dace, 
Tench,  Golden  Orfe,  Golden  Tench,  Goldfish,  Eels,  Crayfish,  Gudgeon, 
Minnows,  Burbot,  &c. 

Guaranteed  Safe  Delivery  in  Perfection  Carriers. 

Also  Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Tanks,  Fish-food,  Apparatus,  and  Advice. 
Large  Crops  of  Rainbows  and  Carp  yearlings.    Grayling  limited. 


Address—       rrilOIVIAS  FORD, 
'M.sua.onf     Fisliex>y«     Caistor,  X^inoolnsliii^e. 


PRICE  LISTS  FREE. 


ESTABLISHED  1880. 


HOLLAND'S 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS. 

Sptcialities : 

Trammels,  Drags,  Shoes 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS. 


FLOATING 


Price* 


application. 


Fisheries  laid  out  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate. 
40  years'  experience. 


FLIES  ■  doz. 


Cash  with  order.      29,  THE  SQUARE.  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 

FOURTH    EDITION    NOW  READY. 

DOMESTICATED  TROUT  :  Hoi  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE.     down  8vo.,  6d. 


London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MABSTON  A  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  St  Dnnstan  i  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C 
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"  With,  his  scaley  spoil 
(From  a  deal  of  toil) 

Tlic  fisher  homeward  turns." 

LoiiB  (adapted). 


OuB  Christmas  Num>)er,  to  be  published  on  Dec.  13, 
will  have  many  attractive  and  special  features.  Many 
well-known  angling  authors  will  be  found  among  the 
list  of  contributors.  Several  of  the  articles  will  be 
fully  illustrated  The  price  will  be  the  usual  2d.  Will 
advertisers  kindly  note  the  d*y  of  publication,  and 
send  in  "  copy  "  as  soon  as  possible  ? 


At  this  festive  season  of  the  year  it  will  not  be  out 
of  plane  to  call  attention  to  the  Christmas  Number  of 
the  CJiristian  Globe.  It  contains  four  complete  stories 
of  thrilling  interest,  beautifully  illustrated,  and  a 
variety  of  seasonable  literature.  The  price  is  one 
penny.  The  publishing  offices  are  185,  Fleet-street, 
London,  E.C.  For  many  years  I  have  devoured  the 
contents  of  the  Christian  (llobc  Christmas  Hamper, 
and  the  viands  contained  in  the  number  now  before 
me  are  even  more  tasty  than  usual. 


They  are  coming  thick  and  fast — the  Christmas 
Numbers.  The  Special  Christmas  Number  of  the 
Shooting  Times  ii  before  me,  a  numbsr  quite  distinct 
from  the  weekly  issue,  and  a  very  wonderful  sixpenny- 
worth  it  is.  Mr.  Arthur  C.  Bonsall  has  surpassed 
himself,  and  there  should  be  a  rush  to  Temple 
Chambers,  Bouverie-street,  EC,  to  secure  such  a 
beautifully  illustrated,  well  written,  and  varied  Christ- 
mas book,  appealing  as  it  does  to  all  classes  of 
sportsmen.  There  is  some  capital  fiction,  many 
articles  of  practical  value,  and  page  after  page  for 
devotees  of  the  gun  and  rod. 


I  AM  glad  to  hear  from  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  that  he 
is  getting  over  his  recent  accident — caused  by  slipping 
on  a  banana  skin — very  nicely.  He  writes  to  me  : 
"  My  bones  are  healing,  but  are  still  painful  where 
broken."  As  he  hopes  to  look  me  up  soon,  I  think 
the  big  pike  are  not  so  safe  as  they  might  have  been. 


The  season  is  coming  for  Yule  logs.    I  don't  want 
any,  I  should  only  burn  them.    I  am  content  this 
week,  at  any  rate,  with  a  few  dry  "  Deal  Chips." 
***** 

Hats  off,  gentlemen,  to  the  B.S.A.S.,  their  competi- 
tion this  year  was  a  record  one  and  no  mistake.  They 
had  a  record  number  of  entries,  but  many  enter  who 
do  not  actually  compete.  Notwithstanding  this,  how- 
ever, more  went  afloat  and  faced  the  raging  sea  than 
have  ever  entered  before,  as  of  the  212  members  who 
pu";  their  names  down  to  fish,  no  less  than  178,  over 
eighty  per  cent,  of  the  total,  did  fish.  I  was  one  of 
the  number,  but  the  area  covered  by  the  competitors 
was  so  great  I  can  only  record  my  own  personal 
experiences.  Statistical  details  are  in  another  column. 
***** 

The  organisation  of  such  a  large  competition  entailed 
a  vast  amount  of  work,  which  was  done  cheerfully  and 
right  well.  The  greatest  credit  is  due  to  the  com- 
mittee, their  clerk,  Mr.  Pilley,  and  to  my  old  friend 
Ned  Hanger,  the  society's  agent  at  Deal,  for  the  per- 
fection of  the  arrangements  and  the  admirable  way  in 
which  they  were  carried  out.  Praise  is  certainly  due 
to  the  judges  for  the  thorough  and  efficient  manner  in 
which  they  saw  that  the  rules  of  the  competition  were 
strictly  complied  with. 

***** 

My  fishing  companions  were  Drag.,  jun.,  and  my 
friend-in-law,  both  competitors  of  course,  and  we 
had  all  determined  to  capture  that  gold  medal.  The 
best  way  to  start  was  to  get  on  good  terms  with  our 
boatman.  If  you  let  him  see  that  you  are  used  to 
that  sort  of  thing  he  is  always  the  more  ready  to  give 
you  his  respect  and  assistance.  So  when  he  told  me 
to  sit  in  the  stern  sheets,  I  replied  that  I  hoped  they 
were  well  aired,  and  suggested  that  as  the  weather 
was  cold  "  blankets  "  would  have  been  better. 
***** 

The  way  of  all  ways  to  win  a  boatman's  heart  is  to 
admire  his  boat,  and  our  craft  the  Moss  Hose  certainly 
deserved  admiration.  So  I  told  him  what  I  thought 
of  her.  Find  a  little  fault,  it  makes  the  praise  all  the 
sweeter.  "  I  don't  like  those  lee  scuppers,"  I  sug- 
gested. "  I  should  have  some  new  ones  ;  they  don't 
cost  much  per  scupper,  and  good  ones  add  so  much  to 
the  appearance  and  comfort  of  a  boat."  Jordan  said 
he  would  mention  the  matter  to  his  father. 

***** 

On  the  fishing  ground  the  whiting  were  biting  fast 
and  furious.  I  got  the  best  lot  I  have  ever  taken  at 
Deal.  I  fancied  my  chance  of  a  medal  was  good.  The 
weather  was  glorious,  and  we  so  thoroughly  enjoyed 
ourselves  as  to  be  oblivious  to  the  flight  uf  time,  and 
at  the  finish  we  had  to  hurry  back,  each  of  us  with  a 
thumping  basket  of  fish. 


Once  more  we  were  safe  on  terra-cotta — I  mean 
terra  firma.  I  lauded  my  catch  and  told  Jordan  to 
weigh  in,  but  I  was  stopped  by  the  judge.  "  Oh,  no  I  " 
said  he,  "  your  catch  is  disqualified."  "  How  so  ? 
gentle  sir,"  I  inquired — (if  there  had  been  a  foot  or 
two  less  of  him  I  might  not  have  been  so  polite). 
"  Read  Rule  IV.,"  he  replied.  It  says  :  "  A  competitor 
is  to  use  a  rod  with  winch  and  running  line,  and  no 
other  engine  or  method  of  fishing  is  allowed,"- and 
then  he  added,  "and  these  were  taken  by  a  Dragnet." 
(N.B. — I  found  afterwards  the  real  reason  was  that  we 
had  not  allowed  sufficient  time  for  our  return  and 
were  too  late  But  I'll  get  level  some  day  with  that 
judge  for  chaffing  me.) 

***** 

At  the  Napier  I  met  other  anglers,  and  we  fought 
our  battles  o'er  again  in  its  hospitable  parlour,  where 
Ned's  daughters  vied  with  their  father  in  making 
their  guests  at  home.  There  was  Mr.  Roberts,  who 
had  just  weighed  in,  and  many  angling  fritnds  I  had 
not  met  for  a  long  time,  and  a  pleasant  evening  was 
profitably  spent,  "  and  so  to  bed,"  as  Pepy  said.  The 
refrain  of  "  The  Longshoreman  "  (slightly  altered)  ran 
through  my  htad — 

"  So  give  three  hearty  cheers 
For  the  B.S.A.  Societee 
With  a  hi-ho-hillee, 
And  three  more  for  Mr.  Pilley, 
Ned  Hanger,  and  the  boatmen  on  the  sea," 
till  I  fell  asleep. 

***** 

The  competition  is  over,  and  in  common  with  all  my 
fellow  members  I  tender  to  Mr.  R.)berts  my  congratula- 
tions on  his  success.  The  medal  and  cup  have  been 
worthily  won  by  a  worthy  winner,  a  good  angler  and 
sportsman,  and  a  good  fellow  to  boot.  His  boatman, 
Harry  Marsh,  who  shared  his  success,  thoroughly 
deserves  it,  as  he  is  a  capital  fibherman  and  manages 
his  boat  as  only  a  Deal  boatman  can,  and,  as  I  can 
testify,  is  always  most  civil  aiid  obliging. 

***** 

I  have  received  from  Mr.  Ohas.  Hussey,  of  St.  Wini- 
fred's, Walmer  (who,  by  the  way,  did  good  work  as  a 
judge),  an  excellent  photograph  of  Mr.  T.  Rjberts 
aud  his  boatman.  I  have  little  doubt  this  will  prove 
a  popular  lantern  slide.  I  have  run  on  to  an  inter- 
minable length,  so  must  leave  until  next  week  a 
description  of  the  bait  and  tackle  used,  and  which 
proved  so  successful. 


Blind  Justice  sat  with  her  scales  in  her  hand, 
Those  scales  that  we  thought,  "Oh  such  treasures!" 
When  her  servant  announced  in  manner  so  bland, 
"The  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures!" 

"You'll  pardon  me  troubling  you,  madam,"  said  he. 

As  he  noted  her  figure  and  beauty. 

But  business  is  business  and  really,  you  see, 

I'm  sorry — but — Duty  is  Duty  !  " 

And  he  went  for  those  scales  with  his  critical  eyes. 
And  he  looked — yes — and  looked  at  them  long. 
And  his  features   were  marked  with  dismay  and 
surprise 

As  he  hoarsely  whispered  "They're  wrong!" 

MOSNAB  D. 


The  "Ben"  Abrahams' competition  at  Richmond 
on  Nov.  23  was  well  patronised.  The  day  turned  out 
glorious.  It  was  foggy  in  the  morning,  and  this  fact 
thinned  the  numbers  a  bit ;  but  even  the  absentees 
took  tickets  and  gave  "Ben"  loyal  support.  Among 
the  principal  prize-winners  were  Mr.  Hare  (Suadial), 
21b.  3Jjz. ;  Mr.  Miller  (unattached),  lib.  4oz. ;  Mr. 
Rosser,  Richmond,  lib.  2\oz  ;  Messrs.  Martin,  Young, 
Fletcher,  Dunn,  Costall,  Griffiohs,  Marlow,  Hammond, 
Cleeson,  and  others  followed  close  on.  The  piizes 
will  be  awarded  on  Dec.  4  at  the  Duke  of  Sussex, 
I'xbridge- street.  Netting  Hill  Gate,  at  8  p.m.  The 
T.  A.  P.  S.  box  was  kept  well  to  the  front  by  Mr. 
G.  C.  Adams.  It  will  be  opened  on  the  night  of 
distribution  by  that  great  friend  of  the  T.  A.  P.  S., 
Mr.  Higgins,  who  will  find  it  a  specimen  box  weighing 
over  9ib. 


The  Lychnobites  held  their  general  meeting  on 
Saturday  last,  Nov.  22,  and  I  am  pleased  to  hear  that 
all  the  officers  were  re-elected.  I  had  "ma  doots"  on 
this  qutsiion  at  first,  but  The  Mick,  who  was  present, 
clinched  the  matter  by  rising  with — "  I  propose  that 
the  president  and  secretary  stand  where  they  sit  "  !  — 
and  the  proposition  was  carried  vociferously.  On 
Saturday,  Dec.  6,  the  annual  dinner  will  take  place  at 
the  Cow  and  Calf,  Eastclieap,  E.C.  Ticbets  should  be 
secured  as  soon  as  possi  ole  as  the  programme  is  certain 
to  attract  a  crowded  attendince.  For  further  infor- 
mation apply  to  "  Sid  "  Ransom,  hon.  sec,  the  Ben 
Jonson,  Shoe-lane,  Fleet-street. 


H.R.H.  THE  Princess  ok  Wales  has  been  graci- 
ously pleased  to  accept,  for  the  children  of  her  royal 
household,  a  copy  of  Mr.  Thomas  Stevens'  illustrated 
juvenile  book,  the  "  Babes  of  the  Empire." 


The  B.S.A. S.  have  secured  "  The  Council  Room  " 
at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  for  Dec.  3,  when  a  special 
ladies'  night  will  be  given  with  mu~ic  and  a  lantern 
show.  A  large  attendance  is  expected  as  the  evening 
will  be  worthy  of  the  entertainment  committee. 


The  Allason  United  Brothers  A.  S.'s  netting  and  re- 
stocking concert  on  Nov.  24,  with  Mr  R.  G.  Woodruff 
(sec.  A.  A.)  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber  (i-eo.  A.  B.  S.)  in  the 
chair  and  vice,  was  a  success,  and  the  box  was  well 
supported. 


I  HEAR  they  have  been  having  good  times  at  Cupar, 
Fife.  Mr  Honeyman,  pre-ident  of  the  local  anglirg 
club,  presided  at  a  dinner  and  social  gathering  at  the 
Station  Hotel,  Cupar,  the  other  evening,  when  much 
was  said  of  the  success  of  the  Cupar  Kden  Club,  a  club 
worthy  of  the  river  Eden,  the  pride  of  Fifeshire. 
Mr.  Jas.  Edmonds  (secretary)  came  in  for  some  well- 
deserved  compliments.  Many  eloquent  speeches 
were  made,  and  the  speakers  will  have  good  cau'e  to 
be  gratified  if,  as  a  result  of  indignant  protests,  the 
E  len  is  saved  from  further  pollution.  Speaking  for 
the  Cupar  Town  Council,  Councillor  Campbell 
promised  to  give  sanitary  matters  due  attention. 
So  the  Eden  will  in  future  deserve  its  name  and  the 
polluting  serpents  be  banished. 


Mr.  C.  H.  Whekltcy  will  give  a  lecture  at  the  club 
room  of  the  Guildford  Angling  Society,  Stoke  Hotel, 
on  Wednesday,  December  10,  at  7  30.  Subject, 
"  Chub  Fishing,"  to  be  followed  by  a  smoking  concert. 
Members  and  friends  are  invited. 


The  Otter. 
A  Sonnet. 

A  furry  lissom  diver  whose  black  eye 
Gleams  with  the  poacher's  >nnate  devilry. 
His  plat  ground  the  still  pools  where  rushes  sigh. 
His  fortiess  the  gnarled  roots  of  s  me  old  tree. 
By  day  he  slumbers  ;  'neath  the  starlic  sky 
He  paddles  a  itly  on  his  murder<  us  way. 
And,  as  his  victims  unsuspecting  play. 
Chooses  the  largest,  scorns  the  tm*ller  fry. 

Justice  o'ertakes  him  with  the  rising  sun. 
The  8pear-arm=d  huntsman  and  the  yelping  pack 
Surprise  him  at  his  meal ;  ere  he  can  gain 
Those  terrier-b*ffiing  roots  his  thread  is  spun ; 
Selling  life  dear,  he  yields  to  their  attack. 
The  hunter  hunted  and  the  slayer  slain. 

R.  A. 


All  who  "  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships  "  and  have 
business  with  those  who  do  business  in  great  waters 
know  the  great  firm  of  shipping  agents  Messrs.  Geo. 
W.  Wheatley  and  Co.  Connected  with  the  firm  is  the 
"  Concordia  Swimming  Club,"  which  held  its  seventh 
annual  smoking  concert  and  presentati  -n  of  prizes  at 
Anderton's  Hotel  the  other  evening.  Mr.  Ptiilip  E. 
Clunn,  president,  was  in  the  chair.  They  had  a  Roach 
(bis  initials  are  H.  H.)  for  musical  director,  assisted 
by  Mr.  A.  H.  Kirby.  Mr.  T.  H.  Phipp,  the  secetary, 
arranged  a  splendid  programme,  and  the  list  of  prizes 
must  make  many  hon.  sees,  of  angling  clubs  jealous. 
The  "  Concordia"  Club  goes  on  swimmingly,  and  I  am 
sure  all  the  natators  must  be  anglers  also— they  are 
such  a  jolly  lot. 


"  Most  of  us  are  not  fond  of  the  gentle  cockroach, 
but  thanks  to  the  enterprise  of  a  science  paper  it 
now  seems  that  this  insect  is  very  use'ul.  This  is  not 
the  case  in  England,  but  in  Russia,  where  we  are  told 
the  cockroach  has  been  used  for  ages  by  the  Russian 
peasantry  as  a  remedy  in  dropsy.  Investigations  by 
competent  persons  show  that  the  body  contains  an 
active  principle,  which  has  received  the  name  blattic 
acid,  but  has  not  yet  been  proved  to  be  a  specific  for 
the  treatment  of  disease." 


The  last  great  Floral  Show  will  be  held  at  the 
Royal  Aquarium  by  the  National  Chrysanthemum 
Society  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday  next, 
and  from  Wednesday  to  Siturday  inclusive  the 
second  Table  Tennis  Tournament  for  the  All-England 
Championships  will  be  competed  ;  play  will  take  place 
daily  from  3  to  5  p.m.  for  ladies,  and  from  7  to  10  p.m. 
for  gentlemen. 


In  order  to  put  down  the  bad  habit  of  telling  "  fish 
stories,"  a  Bill  has  been  introduced  into  the  State 
Legislature  of  Wisconsin  by  Mr.  W.  T.  Woodward,  an 
attorney,  who  is  also  a  member.  The  Bill  provides 
that  every  fisherman  must  register  the  weight  of 
every  fish  taken  which  exceeds  lib.  in  weight,  and  also 
provides  for  the  appointment  of  a  State  officer,  with 
deputies  in  each  county,  to  keep  such  registers.  It 
will  be  the  dutv  of  these  officers  to  see  that  the  law 
is  enf  jrced,  and  to  verify,  if  necessary,  the  weights. 
The  penalty  for  non-compliance  with  tbe  law  is  to  be 
a  fine,  which  is  to  increase  in  amount  for  repeated 
convictions.  Dragnet. 
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tmtst  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Bicmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  had 
a  committee  meeting  on  Nov.  20,  when  it  was  reported 
that  a  member  of  the  Severn-street  Society  had  died, 
and  the  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Rabnne,  stated  that  the  claim 
had  been  paid.  The  late  ballot  for  prizes  given  by  the 
members  in  order  to  increase  the  funds  of  the  society 
has  been  very  successful,  and  when  the  matter  is  settled 
up  there  is  no  doubt  but  what  about  £50  will  be  handed 
over  to  the  funds  ;  the  financial  condition  of  the  society 
is  all  that  could  be  wished  for,  and  the  trustees  reported 
that  they  had  carried  out  their  instruction  and  had 
lent  £250  to  the  Scarborough  Corporation  at  3 J  per 
cent,  interest ;  independent  "of  them  a  substantial 
sum  lay  to  the  credit  of  the  society  in  the  Post  Office 
Savings  Bank.  Pike  fishing  has  been  very  quiet 
during  the  week,  although  the  rivers  have  been  in 
good  order.  The  pools  and  reservoirs  have  been 
fished,  but  no  fish  of  any  size  have  been  taken; 
they  have  run  small.  The  Park  pools  at  Cannon  Hill 
should  be  paid  attention  to  ;  some  good  fish  should  be 
found  here,  but  the  weather  at  present  is  dull  and 
warm  for  the  time  of  the  year ;  we  want  a  few  more 
sharp  frosts  to  put  them  on  the  feed.  Roach  fishing 
has  been  quiet  on  the  Severn,  no  good  catches 
having  been  mide  worth  recording ;  some  decent 
fish  have  been  taken  from  the  canals  and  private 
pools.  Perch  and  dace  fishing  has  been  only 
moderate,  but  the  fish  taken  have  been  in  grand 
condition.  Arley,  Eardington,  and  Hampton  Lode 
'-  have  been  visited,  but  eport  has  not  been  up  to 
the  average.  Some  good  roach  have  been  taken  from 
the  Avon  at  Harvington  and  near  to  Stratford ;  things 
have  been  quiet  in  the  Pershore  and  Wyre  districts. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Pike  fishing  has  been  prosecuted  with  much  vigour 
of  late,  and  capital  sport  has  been  enjoyed  on  most  of 
the  Fen  waters.  Very  few  leviathan  fish,  however, 
have  come  to  hand,  the  best  for  enumeration  not 
having  scaled  more  than  81b.  The  Witham  has 
received  most  patronage  on  the  reaches  between 
Kirkstead  and  Boston.  Those  who  have  been 
at  work  in  the  Dogdyke  district,  especially  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Chapel  Hill,  have  had  a  very 
successful  time,  and  one  rod,  in  a  single  day,  killed 
three  and  a  half  brace,  averaging  over  4:1b.  apiece. 
The  trolling  rod  on  the  Fort j -foot  has  met  with  the 
best  success  on  the  reaches  north  and  south  of  Doning- 
ton  Bridge,  and  also  on  the  lengths  at  Swineshead. 
Amongst  other  captures,  a  brace  weighing  12Jlb. 
fell  to  one  rod  on  Saturday.  Market  Deeping  anglers 
have  also  prosecuted  pike  fishing  with  a  marked  degree 
of  success,  but  very  few  have  used  the  roach  rod ;  in 
fact  this  branch  of  sport  is  just  now  at  a  discount, 
owing  to  the  inactivity  of  the  fish.  Perch  have  been 
on  the  feed,  and  many  a  good  fish  has  been  taken  with 
the  worm.  The  frosty  weather  which  prevailed  last 
week  contributed  to  the  success  of  pike  fishing,  but 
the  weather  at  time  of  writing  (Tuesday  evening)  was 
milder,  and  rain  was  falling.  This  may  change  the 
prospects. 

ik  FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

|F  '  The  frosty  weather  of  the  past  week  greatly 
improved  matters  for  pike  anglers,  and  brought  the 
fish  well  on,  and  in  the  Driffield  Canal  and  top 
stretches  of  the  river  Hull  same  very  good  fish 
have  been  secured  both  with  live  bait  fishing 
and  spinning,  the  bast  fish  of  the  past  week  or 
BO  scaling  about  12 lb.,  being  caught  by  Mr.  J. 
Wilkinson  a  little  below  Hempholme.  Pike  fishing 
has  also  been  good  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal, 
and  fish  up  to  71b.  each  brought  to  bank.  Several 
very  good  specimens  up  to  151b.  each  have  also 
recently  been  taken  in  the  Hornsea  Mere.  Roach 
fishing  has  not  been  so  good  of  late,  yet  odd 
very  <air  fish  have  been  secured  in  various  parts 
of  the  liver  Hull,  both  with  paste  and  maggots, 
and  amongst  which  Mr.  0.  Turner,  of  the 
Victoria  Angling  Society,  showed  one  that  scaled 
lib.  4Joz.,  and  several  grand  dace  continue  to  be 
taken  in  the  Hempholme  district,  scaling  from  7oz. 
to  9oz.  each.  The  East  Hull  Angling  Association 
have  juit  held  their  annual  meeting,  and  elected 
officers  for  the  ensuing  season,  Mr.  B.  Shearsmith 
being  elected  to  the  presidential  chair,  Mr.  W.  P.  B. 
Calvert,  vice-president,  Mr.  W.  Hewson,  treasurer, 
and  Mr.  M.  Wright,  honorary  secretary.  The 
Hall  Albion  Angling  Society  have  also  held 
their  annual  tea  and  concert  at  headquarters, 
the  Albion  Hotel,  when  a  most  enjoyable  evening 
was  spent  by  the  members,  and  several  prizes 
distributed  to  the  euccessful  competitors  during  the 
past  season,  Mr.  J.  Jennison  being  the  recipient  of  the 
club's  gold  medal  for  most  poiuts, 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

A  new  society  has  been  formed  at  Latchford  and 
will  be  known  as  the  Latchford  Angling  Society,  with 
headquarters  at  the  Brook  Inn.  They  have  elected 
officers,  etc.,  and  started  their  existence  with  an 
evening  of  harmony.  The  special  committee 
appointed  to  revise  the  rules  of  the  Warrington 
Anglors'  Association  have  completed  their  labours 
and  now  await  the  official  confirmation  of  the 
alterations.  The  officials  are  also  preparing  for 
the  annual  meeting  to  be  held  early  in  1903. 
On  Dec.  8,  the  Levenshulme  Anglers  will  hold  a  social 
evening  at  headquarters,  the  programme  to  be  provided 
by  Mr.  T.  TuUey,  Mr.  Rimsbottom's  popular  manager. 
Quite  recently  a  handsome  case  of  mounted  pike  has 
been  added  to  the  list  already  in  the  club,  and  testify- 
ing to  the  prowess  of  the  membars.  The  weekly 
report  from  the  BolHn  reads,  "Nothing  much  doing 
here  this  week  ;  weather  all  against  angling."  Even 
at  Liverpool  the  prevailing  apathy  is  in  existence,  and 
beyond  a  limited  amount  of  news,  including  a  match 
on  Nov.  23  at  Chester,  nothing  is  reported.  Stay, 
yes,  a  match  by  the  Nelson  Club,  in  which  eleven 
members  took  part,  using  twj  rods  each,  failed  to 
catch  a  single  fish. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

One  item  tending  to  discourage  piking  is  the  difficulty 
of  getting  the  necessary  live  bait,  a  state  of  things 
unaccountable  ia  a  large  city  like  this.  There  is 
another  item  which  periodically  turns  up,  and  that  is 
the  prevailing  desire  for  change,  which  as  sure  as  the 
dull  season  comes  in  is  strongly  in  evidence.  "  Stock- 
ing "  is  the  leading  item  of  interest  flanked  with 
dinners  and  other  social  functions  galore,  tempered 
with  a  few  annual  and  other  business  meetings.  The 
Ardwick  Angling  Society  will  meet  next  Wednesday, 
Dec.  8,  by  urgent  whip,  to  dispose  of  exceptionally 
important  business.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Traff  ord 
Park  Angling  Society  was  presided  over  by  Mr. 
R.  Ramsbottom.  Daring  the  past  summer  128  trout 
were  taken,  weighing  741b. — not  a  bad  result.  There 
must  be,  at  least,  700  fish  in  their  water,  which  next 
season  will  be  three  to  four  years  old.  There  are  a 
few  rods  vacant  in  this  society  for  a  great  wonder, 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  showed  signs  of  rising  on  Wednesday,  on 
which  day  drizzling  rain  fell.  There  was  a  rather 
heavy  fall  on  Monday,  and  likely  enough  this  accounted 
for  the  extra  water  asserting  itself  on  the  day  my  notes 
were  despatched.  On  Tuesday,  at  Shardlow,  Mr.  P. 
W.  K.  Wallis  killed,  with  greaves,  perhaps  one 
of  the  finest  baskets  of  chub  ever  seen  on 
the  banks  of  the  river.  The  fish  numbered 
twenty-five,  and  included  several  over  31b.  4oz.  each. 
On  Saturday  the  same  gentleman,  in  the  same  waters, 
and  with  the  same  kind  of  bait,  creeled  nineteen,  and 
the  two  catches  must  have  weighed  nearly  1001b.  In 
addition  on  Thursday  (Nov.  20),  to  gentles,  he  had 
over  one  hundred  roach  scaling  401b.  On  Saturday, 
Mr.  H.  E.  Birks  brought  off  a  similar  catch  of  roach, 
and  some  grand  roach  and  chub  were  caught  on  the 
Sawley  stretch  by  Mr.  H.  Fairbrother,  of  Long  Eaton. 
Mr.  Fairbrother  never,  the  year  round,  uses  any  other 
bait  than  bread  paste.  I  have  taken  for  the  week  at 
Shardlow  fifteen  chub,  including  one  of  31b.  12cz., 
and  my  friend,  Mr.  T.  B.  Potter,  has  secured  several 
well  over  21b.  each.  Many  chub  have  been  caught  on 
the  lower  reaches,  notably  at  Kelham,  Collingham, 
Clifton  Hills,  Girton,  Fiskerton,  FJintham,  Gunthorpe, 
Hoveringham,  and  Stoke  Bardolph.  Pike  fishing  has 
also  been  attended  with  marked  success  on  most  of 
the  favourite  backwaters.  Bait  has,  however,  been  very 
difficult  to  procure.  General  fish  have  shown  little 
disposition  to  accept  the  worm,  and  as  a  consequence 
the  catches  effected  have  been  on  the  small  side.  On 
Nov.  22  the  City  Piscatorial  Society  engaged  in  another 
of  their  periodical  pegged-down  competitions  for 
valuable  prizes  at  Attenborough  and  Barton.  Thirteen 
members  took  part,  and  the  first  prize  fell  to  the 
prowess  of  Mr.  H.  Daykin.    Few  fish  were  bagged, 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Very  little  angling  has  been  done  in  this  district  for 
the  last  fortnight.  The  weather  has  been  so  unsettled 
and  the  water  up  and  down ;  but  the  rivers  are  in 
good  condition  now,  and  the  weather  unusually  mild 
for  the  time  of  year  ;  primroses  and  violets  are  seen 
in  the  gardens,  and  chrjsanthemums  are  blooming 
in  the  greatest  profuaion.  During  the  last 
few  days  capital  sport  has  been  had  among 
the  chub  and  dace.  Messrs.  Chance,  Stokes,  E.  Tyler, 
Williams,  and  Powell  have  each  had  heavy  creels, 
blood  and  brains  and  cheese  paste  the  baits  used  for 
the  chub,  and  paste  and  maggot  for  the  roach  and 
dace.  Pike  have  been  running  well  in  the  Severn  and 
in  the  Avon.  Mr.  H.  Tyler  caught  seven  in  the  Avon 
with  the  snap  tackle,  heaviest  7ib.  8oz.  Messrs.  T. 
Thomas  and  W.  Robert?,  four  each  with  spoon 
baits ;  and  K.  Price  caught  five  with  live  baits. 
In  the  Severn,  J.  Smith  caught  three  near  the 
city,  Messrs.  Baylis,  Simpson  and  Jones  nine  fish 
between  them,  between  Camp  and  Holt,  heaviest 


71b.  lOoz.  Throe  of  our  club  anglers  have  been  trying 
the  grayling  with  the  maggot,  but  met  with  little 
success — two-and-a-half  brace  was  the  biggest  catch — 
but  should  v/e  be  favoured  with  some  nice  gentle 
frosts,  sport  should  be  good,  for  the  number  of  fish 
taken  this  season  up  to  the  present  have  been  far 
below  the  average.  The  clubs  are  all  very  quiet, 
nothing  being  done  except  arranging  for  their  annual 
dinners,  that  of  the  Berkeley  Arms  Club  being  fixed 
for  Dec.  6. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Anglers  connected  with  the  York  and  District 
Amalgamation  gathered  in  force  at  the  Bay  Horse, 
Marygato,  York,  on  Saturday  night  (Nov.  22),  and 
passed  a  pleasant  time.  Captain  W.  H.  Key,  who 
presided,  congratulated  the  Amalgamation  on  its 
prosperous  condition,  consisting,  as  it  does,  of  some 
300  members,  comprised  in  twenty-five  affiliated  clubs. 
He  said  that  some  time  ago  they  wrote  to  him  as 
to  the  desirability  of  a  close  time  being  enforced 
for  the  river  Oase.  Often  he  had  seen  a  great  numbar 
of  fish  taken  from  the  river  with  a  pouch  net  for  the 
purpose  of  stocking  other  rivers,  and  thought  the 
practice  ought  to  ba  stopped.  He  should  bring  the 
matter  before  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board.  Mr. 
J.  G.  Butcher,  K.C.,  M  P.,  on  behalf  of  his  colleague 
in  the  representation  of  York,  Mr.  G.  D.  Faber,  pre- 
sented the  handsome  silver  cup  and  medals  to  the  George 
the  Fourth  team,  composed  of  Messrs.  A.  Ferrand, 
H.  Baker,  F.  Metcalfe,  R.  Lawson,  W.  Henderson, 
A.  Willis,  and  A.  Prankish.  Mr.  G.  Blanchaid,  of 
the  Melbourne  Club,  received  the  gold-centre  msdal 
for  the  heaviest  individual  catch  of  fish.  Mr.  Faber 
was  absent  through  illness,  and  Mr.  Butcher  said  he 
had  told  him  how  pleased  he  would  have  been  to  have 
been  present.  Mr.  Ferrand  received  the  cup,  and 
expressed  the  hope  that  it  would  be  competed 
for  by  representatives  of  every  club  in  the  city. 
Mr.  Butcher  learned  from  Captain  Key  that  the  anglers 
have  to  pay  a  shilling  licence  to  fish,  and  that  he  sum 
of  about  £500  thus  raised  goes  to  the  preservation  of 
trout  and  salmon.  That,  he  said,  did  not  seem  fair, 
and  it  was  a  matter  to  which  the  Legislature  should 
look.  Captain  Key  expressed  his  intention  to  retire 
from  the  presidency  of  the  Amalgamation,  :a  position 
he  had  held  for  eleven  or  twelve  years.  Mr.  Faber 
will,  it  is  expected,  succeed  him.  Councillor  J.  E. 
Wilkinson  spoke  of  the  captain's  great  services  to 
fishermen  for  twenty-five  years. 


NOTES'  FROM  IRELAND. 

Stormy  and  wet  weather  has  generally  prevailed 
throughout  the  country  since  last  notes.  The  conse- 
quent floods  were  heavy  in  most  places,  and  probably 
did  harm  in  some  localities  among  the  spawning  beds. 
At  time  of  wiiting  the  weather  is  milder  and  calmer, 
and  spawning  is  going  on  very  satisfactorily  on  the 
principal  spawning  rivers  and  streams.  Poaching 
appears  to  ba  kept  pretty  well  in  check.  Nothing  so  far 
is  heard  of  this  nefarious  work  on  the  Cummeragh, 
the  principal  spawning  river  in  the  Waterville  district. 
Here  organised  gangs  used  formerly  to  commit  great 
depredations  among  the  spawning  fish,  and  a  few 
years  back  one  of  the  poachers  was  shot  in  a  contiiob 
with  the  constabulary,  who  were  aiding  the  bailiffs. 
Poisoning  is  carried  on  from  time  to  time — too  fre- 
quently, it  must  be  said,  in  the  Kenmare  district,  the 
stuff  used  being  either  spurge  or  lime,  the  latter 
mostly.  Sea  angling  continues  suspended  along  the 
coasts  of  Cork  and  Kerry,  and  probably  shall  not  be 
resumed  at  the  majority  of  the  fishing  stations  this 
year.  With  better  weather  and  a  calmer  sea  sport 
should  be  had  at  most  places  on  the  south-west  coast 
of  Ireland,  at  least,  at  pollack,  gurnarj,  whiting,  etc., 
before  Christmas. 


KIVEE  IDLE. 


We  are  pleased  to  hear,  says  the  Retford  Times, 
of  Nov.  21,  that  the  expectations  of  the  fishing  club 
as  to  the  rate  of  growth  of  trout  in  the  river  are  more 
than  fulfilled.  The  netting  operations  this  autumn 
have  shown  the  fish  to  have  grown  with  extreme 
rapidity  and  to  be  in  the  best  of  health.  It  is  said 
that  some  of  the  two-year-old  trout  obtained  last 
spring  from  the  famous  Wyre.sdale  Fishery  are  now  as 
much  as  IJlb.  in  weight,  and  the  yearlings  have  grown 
proportionately.  A  few  naturally  bred  liver  fijh  of 
2ib.  weight  and  upwards  have  also  been  found  during 
the  recent  nettiags.  The  fact  is,  the  river  is  so  rich 
in  trout  food  of  various  kinds  that  there  is  practically 
no  limit  to  the  size  and  weight  which  the  fish  will 
attain.  Old  fishermen  tell  us  that  some  thirty  years 
ago,  when  the  river  was  not  preserved,  2ib.  trout  were 
quite  common,  and  larger  fish  of  31b.  and  41b.  were 
often  landed.  Even  this  last  summer  a  splendid  fish 
of  6ijlb.  was  taken  above  Retford,  and  it  is  believed 
this  is  the  largest  trout  ever  found  in  this  grand  old 
river.  There  has  been  much  controversy  lately  in  the 
Fishing  Qazctte  and  other  papers  aa  to  the  streams  in 
which  grayling  fiourish  and  whether  they  drive  away 
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trout.  It  seems  clear  that  the  Idle,  with  its  alternate 
pools  and  shallows,  is  just  the  stream  to  suit  them ; 
indeed,  they  flourish  well  in  the  Idle  tributaries,  the 
Maun  and  the  Meden.  They  are  a  grand  fish  for  fly 
fishermen  during  October  and  November,  and  the 
skill  required  for  grayling  fishing  is  perhaps  greiter 
than  for  trout  fishing.  As  grayling  are  gregarious, 
and  in  the  autumn  congregate  on  the  tail  of  deep 
pools,  their  favourite  haunts  are  easily  found.  If 
grayling  are  in  any  way  hostile  to  trout,  of  course 
they  are  most  undesirable  inhabitants  of  a  trout 
stream,  but  the  latest  opinion  of  experts  seems  to  be 
that  the  fish  are  only  hostile  to  each  other  where  the 
food  supply  is  limited.  The  coarse  fish  recently  netted 
from  the  river  Idle  and  sold  to  the  Retford  Angling 
Association  were  a  splendid  lot — roach  up  to  IJlb., 
chub  up  to  31b.,  and  some  good  perch.  The  Angling 
Association  are  doubly  fortunate  in  having  obtained 
such  a  long  stretch  of  the  Chesterfield  Canal,  and  in 
having  the  Ply  Fishing  Club  for  its  neighbours  on  the 
river  Idle,  thus  enabling  them  to  obtain  a  good  supply 
of  coarse  fish  at  a  very  low  cost. 


^ofcs  front  il)c  ilori^. 


TflK  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Fife  and  suite  left  Mar 
Lodge  last  week.  It  got  noised  abroad  that  the  ducal 
family  were  to  winter  on  Deeside ;  but  a  sudden 
change  in  the  arrangements  set  in,  and  they  have 
taken  their  flight. 


The  late  Queen  was  usually  the  first  to  come'  and 
the  last  to  stay  ;  now  her  relations  at  Mar  Lodge  are 
earning  that  distinction. 


Inspector  Duncan,  of  the  Dee  Fishery  Board,  con- 
tinues to  have  some  excellent  reports  anent  his 
hatchery.  He  has  transferred  over  one  million  eggs 
from  the  very  highest  reaches  of  the  Dee,  and  they 
are  doing  well. 


Most  of  the  ova  has  to  be  carried  by  hand  some  ten 
or  a  dozen  miles  over  the  hills,  then  carted  to  Braemar, 
d  iven  to  Ballater,  and  then  entrained  to  Drxmi — in 
all  some  eighty  miles  by  road  and  rail. 


Old  John  Harper  is  still  alive  and  kicking. 
Al  hough  a  little  greyer,  and  probably  somewhat 
stiSer  than  he  was  twenty  years  ago,  he  is  yet 
wonderfully  fresh,  and  can  yet  throw  a  line  with  the 
best. 


Mr.  Leith  Hay  has  been  having  some  good  shooting 
on  Donside  at  Leith  Hall.  The  coverts  are  only  being 
gone  over  for  the  first  time.  Even  yet  so  late  are 
things  in  the  north. 


The  only  sport  to  the  rod  just  now  is  being  had  off 
the  rocks,  and  last  week  one  angler  had  over  a  hundred 
saithe  averaging  over  a  pound. 


A  better  November  has  seldom  been  experienced — 
mt  for  many  years  at  least — and  farmers  are  now 
completing  the  harvest. 


Angling  rentals  are  always  a  subject  of  much 
interest,  and  especially  just  now,  when  relets  will  be 
again  in  full  swing.  It  would  be  a  good  thing  were 
there  a  dead  set  against  high-priced  waters,  but  I 
fear  combination  is  out  of  the  question  ;  and  yet  it  is 
not  impossible. 


The  way  salmon  waters  are  run  up  is  simply  pre- 
posterous, and  when  a  lessee  gives  a  long  rental  and 
gets  bitten  into  the  bargain,  then  there  is  room  to 
howl,  and  that,  too,  with  a  vengeance. 


Abargeldie  is  being  overhiuled  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  will  be  north  in 
April  to  the  spring  fishing.  The  princess  and  family 
do  not  come  till  autumn. 


The  head  of  salmon  forward  on  the  Dee  and  Don  is 
said  to  ba  something  immense.  Certainly  the  Dee  is 
well  btocked,  but  the  obstructions  on  the  Don  retard 
the  bulk  of  the  fish  from  getting  up  unless  in  spates 
and  during  big  floods. 


Mr.  Walker  is  stocking  his  Fish-street  Hatchery 
egain  with  ova,  chiefly  from  the  Don.  He  annually 
rears  about  one  hundred  thousand  fry  right  in  the 
heart  of  the  "Granite  City,"  and  with  a  supply  of 
water  from  the  town.  Special  Scotch. 


Oribntal  Books  formerly  Usued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 

Subliahed  by  fiampson  Low,  Maraton  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
unstan'a  House,  Kettor  Lane,  London,  Publlshera  to  the  India 
Office.— A  CATALoaniof  theae  Text  Booka,  Class  Books,  Illatorles, 
and  ludiao  GoTeroment  PublloktlODt  can  ba  had  on  application. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENrS. 
Inquirer.— You  cannot  do  better  than  get  a  copy 
of  Jordan  and  Evermann's  "American  Food  and 
Game  Fishes :  a  popular  account  of  all  the  species 
found  in  America  North  of  the  Equator,  with  Keys 
for  Ready  Identification,  Life  History,  and  Methods 
of  Capture."  It  is  superbly  illustrated  with  coloured 
and  other  plates,  and  is  indispensable  to  any  one 
interested  in  American  fish.  The  London  publishers 
are  Messrs.  Hutchinson  &  Co. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebitor. 

IWedo  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opimona 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


EYED  HOOKS  1".  HOOKS  TO  GUT. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  been  a  quiet  observer  of  the 
rather  old  controversy  over  the  merits  and  demerits 
of  flies  attached  to  gut  versus  eyed  Iiooks.  Such  dis- 
cussions are  very  apt  to  become  rather  too  straw- 
splitting  for  an  old  practical  fisherman  like  myself. 

There  is  a  world  of  truth  and  of  common-sense  in 
the  words  which  are  attributed  to  that  king  amongst 
the  men  of  the  dry  fly  scliool,  the  late  Mr.  Marriott— 
"  It's  not  the  fly,  it's  the  driver."  I  am  quite  aware 
that  his  remark  was  chiefly  meant  to  apply  to  the 
pattern  of  fly  used.  I  am  certain  that  some  of  the 
eyed  hooks  leave  little  to  be  desired — for  loch  and  sea- 
trout  flies  in  particular.  I  lean  to  the  old  direct  pull 
of  boots  to  gut  for  wet  fly  river  fishing,  and  I  cannot 
conceive  why,  this  being  so,  I,  or  anyone  else,  needs 
to  try  the  eyed  fly  on  our  Scottish  rivers.  It  cannot 
possibly  fish  better  than  hooks  tied  to  gut,  nor  can  it 
have  any  advantage  over  them  worth  two  seconds' 
consideration,  save,  perhaps,  economy,  and  if  a  man 
has  to  conre  to  that  he  must  indeed  be  economical. 
I  have  often  used  for  the  "  tail  "  fly  one  of  Pennell's 
turned-down  eyed  hooks,  and  for  the  life  of  me  I 
cannot  see  in  what  way  it  is  better  than  a  hook  to 
gut.  I  have  done  well  with  both.  I  hardly  ever  use 
eyed  hooks  nowadays,  having,  for  wet  fly  fishiog,  a 
conviction  that  hooks  to  gut  cannot  be  excelled. — 
I'ours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


EYED  V.  BLIND  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  challenge  to  tell  you 
"  why  the  eye  is  hard  on  fine  gut  "  permit  me  to  say 
that  I  did  not  state  the  proposition  so  generally.  I 
said  small  eyes  are  hard  on  fine  gut.  Not  necessarily 
the  eyes  of  small  hooks,  but  sjnall  eyes.  Small  eyes 
imply  a  fining  down  of  the  wire ;  the  fining  implies 
filing.  The  fined  wire  cuts  through  fine  gut  more 
easily  than  stouter  wire  for  the  same  reason  that  a 
sharp  knife  cuts  better  than  a  blunt  one.  And  the 
filing  down  of  the  wire  gives  it  a  more  cutting  surface. 
Quite  small  hooks  are  too  small  to  illustrate  precisely 
what  I  mean,  so  I  enclose  you  a  pair  of  hooks,  one 
a  long  No.  5  May  Fly  hook  with  a  fine  small  eye,  the 
ot'ier  a  No.  4  with  an  eye  of  unfiled  wire.  I  had  to 
giv3  up  usi  ig  the  former  type  after  losing  several  big 
fish  in  hcoking.  This  was  all  the  more  disgusting  inas- 
much la  I  had  dressed  them  with  some  exquisite 
summer  duck  hackles.  Now,  if  you  look  at  the 
small  eye  ycu  will  see  that  the  grip  of  the  gut  round 
the  neck  of  the  hook  will  be  drawn  tight  against  the 
fine  sharp  edge  of  the  wire  at  its  finest  and  sharpest 
end.  In  the  other  hook  the  grip  rests  on  a  much 
smoother  and  blunter  surface. 

Again,  the  smaller  eye  grips  the  gut  so  closely  that 
the  gut  is  working  against  the  wire  all  the  time. 
With  a  larger  eye  the  gut  can  play  from  the  knot, 
scarcely  touching  the  wire  most  of  the  time.  In 
small  hooks  with  fine  gut  the  fault  of  the  small  eye  is 
accentuated.  The  end  of  the  blind  hook  should  not 
wear  the  gut,  because  the  gut  is  tied  so  close  to  it  as 
to  render  it  impossible  for  the  iron  to  fret  the  gut. 
The  gut  weakens  at  the  head  not  so  much  through  the 
fretting  of  the  wire  as  because  of  the  bending  back- 
wards and  forwards  of  the  gut  at  the  head  where  the 
sudden  transition  from  the  flexibility  of  the  gut  to  the 
stiffness  of  the  wire  takes  place.  This  transition  is 
not  so  marked  in  an  eyed  hook  with  a  large  eye  to 
permit  of  the  free  play  of  the  gut  from  the  knot  on 
the  barb  side  of  the  eye. 

Are  not  you  and  "  Mona  "  depriving  your  corre- 
spondent "Betowjan"  of  a  credit  to  which  he  is 
entitled  in  attributing  the  invention  of  the  term 
"  blind  "  hooks  to  me  ?  I  have  not  the  back  numbers 
handy,  but  my  impression  is  that  I  merely  took  up 
and  used  a  suggestion  of  his. — Yours  truly, 

Val  Conson. 

[Much  obliged  to  "  Val  Conson  "  for  the  trouble  he 
has  taken.  He  is  quite  right  in  what  he  says  as 
regards  the  two  hooks  sent ;  in  one  the  eye  is  quite 
unnecessarily  fine,  and  a  magnifying  glass  shows  that 
it  would  be  very  likely  to  cut  fine  gut.  Yes ;  I  find 
"  Benwyan  "  first  used  the  term  "  blind  hook  "  for 
hook  without  the  eye. — Ed.] 


EYED  V.  BLIND  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  much  interest  the 
views  of  your  worthy  correspondents  rc  eyed  hooks 
and  as  regards  the  question  in  youc  note  as  to  why 
the  eye  is  harder  on  fine  gut  than  the  end  of  shank. 
No  doubt  "  Val  Conson,"  to  whom  the  query  is 
addressed,  can  answer  this.  But  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  proportion  of  friction  is  much  greater  with  the 
eye  (being  all  around)  than  gut  tied  to  the  shank. 
Further,  that  the  thrusting  or  casting  when  using  a 
small  fiy  is  much  greater  in  proportion  as  regards 
wear  and  tear  than  when  using  a  large  one. 

But  this  is  not  my  real  reason  for  writing  to  you. 
I  have  a  suggestion  to  make,  providing  you  can  allow 
ma  space.  Fish-hooks  and  needles  are  made  at 
Redditch.  Some  years  ago  there  was  brought  out  a 
new  needle  which  was  intended  to  lessen  the  tedious 
method  of  threading  with  cotton — practically  a  "  self- 
threader."  This,  if  I  remember  rightly,  had  a  diagonal 
slit  on  one  side  towards  the  eye  and,  as  far  as  I  know, 
answered  fairly  well. 

I  have  not  seen  it  for  some  years,  but  on  searching 
my  work-box  this  morning  I  find  a  similar  needle  but 
with  slit  immediately  at  end.  Needles  are  most 
beautifully  made  and  finished,  and  as  this  is  a  sister 
industry  to  the  making  of  fish-hooks  (perhaps  carried 
on  in  the  same  factory),  I  see  no  reason  why  this 
same  idea  could  not  ha  applied  for  affixing  gut  to  eyed 
flies.  If  it  could,  the  flies  could  be  more  easily 
changed.  The  knot  could  be  above  or  below  the 
shank.  The  question  of  up  or  turn  down  eyes  might 
ba  dispensed  with.  A  slightly  extra  length  of  shank 
might  be  required,  but  in  doing  away  with  the  turn 
down  this  could  be  allowed  if  necessary. 

The  balance  not,  perhaps,  being  affected,  you  your- 
self, Mr.  Editor,  suggested  a  little  extra  length  of 
shank,  and  supposing  the  arrangement  could  be  as 
well  finished  as  the  eyes  of  needles  the  wear  of  gut  by 
friction  should  be  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

I  am  fully  aware  that  my  suggestion  will  be  severely 
criticised  (if  Editor  so  wills  it),  and  I  hope  it  will, 
in  view  of  the  great  rivalry  existing  between  English 
and  American  manufacturers  in  their  endeavour  to 
obtain  perfection  in  all  kinds  of  fishing  tackle  (on 
paper  at  all  events). 

While  the  critics  are  busy,  will  not  some  maker  of 
eyed  hooks  give  it  a  trial  by  making  a  few  so  that 
your  worthy  correspondents  "Benwyan"  and  "Val 
Conson  "  may  give  it  a  trial  ? — Yours  obediently, 

Gke  Kay. 

[Eyed  hooks  with  needle  eyes  were  made  twenty 
years  ago,  and  found  not  to  answer.  At  least  they 
never  "ciught  on,"  and  if  a  hook  won't  do  that  it's 
not  of  much  account. — Ed.] 

GRAYLING,  ETC. 
De  ir  Sir, — I  have  read  with  interest  some  corre- 
spondence re  grayling  in  border  streams,  etc.,  in  your 
columns.  There  is  still  some  prejudice  against  this 
game,  sporting  fish,  and  I  have  known  poachers  leave 
them  on  the  banks  of  the  river  when  netting  for  trout, 
but,  of  course,  they  were  at  that  time  out  of  season. 
This  afternoon  I  was  much  amused  at  a  Yorkshire 
farmer  to  whom  in  answer  to  his  inquiry  I  exhibited 
my  catch  of  grayling.  "Why,"  he  contemptuously 
replied,  "  they  be  nought  but  umers  "  (that  is,  umbers), 
so  you  see  the  old  name  still  sticks  to  the  graceful, 
gliding  grayling  in  some  districts. — Yours  truly, 

J.  E.  Miller.  . 


GRAYLING  IN  THE  WINDRU3H,  1 

Dear  Sir,— Replying  to  your  inquiry  of  Oct.  18^4 
Lord  Coventry  when  he  rented  a  stretch  of  the  upper 
Windrush,  about  twenty  years  ago,  at  Harford  Bridge, 
near  the  village  of  Naunton,  Gloucestershire,  placed 
some  grayling  in  the  stream,  which  have  evidently 
increased  and  worked  down  stream,  for  they  are  now 
being  caught  in  considerable  numbers,  up  to  21b., 
both  above  and  below  the  village  of  Bourton-on-the- 
Water.  There  are  three  grist  mills  between  Bourton 
and  Naunton.  The  Dickler  stream  joins  the  Windrush 
about  one  and  a  half  miles  below  the  village  of 
Bourton,  and  during  the  past  May  Fly  season  my 
friends  and  I  caught  some  grayling  for  the  first  time, 
and  in  August  I  caught  a  brace  weighing  lib.  each 
spinning  with  the  natural  minnow.  These  fish  must 
be  working  up  stream  from  the  Windrush,  and  I  am 
not  over  pleased  at  their  appearance  in  my  water, 
although  after  reading  Mr.  Perkin's  letter  in  your 
issue  of  Nov.  22  I  shall  probably  have  to  alter  my 
opinion. 

It  is  a  mystery  to  me  why  the  trout  in  my  stream 
so  seldom  exceed  IJlb.  in  weight.  Food  is  abundant 
in  the  shape  of  minnows,  loach,  bullheads,  water- 
shrimps,  water-snails,  and  a  small  eel-like  fish,  the 
name  of  which  I  do  not  know.  Flies,  too,  are  in 
abundance  during  the  season — March  Browns,  Alders, 
Duns,  Drakes,  etc. 

My  friends  say  the  water  is  overstocked,  and  to 
walk  down  the  stream  when  the  Drakes  are  springing 
shows  very  clearly  that  the  water  holds  a  good  stock 
of  fish,  but  then  I  do  not  find  that  the  food  supply 
diminishes,  and  yet  the  trout  do  not  get  into  conditioXi 
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until  after  the  May  Fly  season.  On  the  Windrush  at 
Sherborne,  Barrington,  and  Burford  trout  are  caught 
in  goodly  numbers  from  21b.  to  41b.  in  weight,  and 
the  same  applies,  I  think,  to  the  Gloucestershire 
Coins  and  Leach.  Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  can 
give  an  opinion  upon  this  subject,  and  whether  the 
introduction  of  fresh  blood  into  the  stream  would 
increase  the  weight  of  the  fish. — Yours  truly, 

W.  B.  Bbidgett. 

[If  Mr.  Bridgett  can  get  some  re&lly  good  fario  from 
a  river  where  they  rise  freely  and  are  lively  fish  they 
would  probably  do  good.  There  is  the  greatest  difier- 
ence  in  the  character  of  trout.  Soma  prefer  feeding 
on  the  bottom,  and  rarely  bother  about  flies,  others 
seem  always  ready  for  a  fly. — Ed  ] 


THE  COXON  "AERIAL"  NOTTINGHAM  REEL. 

Dear  Sib, — Allow  us  to  thank  you  for  mentioning 
the  "Aerial  "  reel  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  15  in 
reference  to  the  capture  of  a  5S^lb.  salmon  in  Norway. 
These  reels  have  been  made  by  us  for  many  years,  and 
recently  we  have  had  numerous  reports  from  all  parts 
of  the  world  of  big  fish  being  captured  upon  them. 

We  are  now  making  a  departure  from  the  old  form 
by  using  an  aluminiutn  bacfc,  whioh  greatly  increases 
the  lightness,  and  at  the  same  time  gives  it  greater 
strength  and  entirely  obviates  the  question  of  the  old 
wood  back  warping,  whioh  was  found  to  be  the  cise 
when  exposed  to  great  dampness.  We  consider  this 
reel  now  perfect. — Yours  truly, 

S.  ArxcocK  &  Co.,  Ltd. 


THAT  "35LB."  BROWN  TROUT  AND  THE 
"PANMURE  GORDON"  FLY,  ETC. 

Deae  Sib, — On  reading  Mr.  Gedney's  letter  in  your 
issue  of  Nov.  1  one  would  be  led  to  believe  that  the 
so-called  "Celtic  imagination"  of  whioh  he  writes 
had  taken  the  place  of  those  cool  and  collected 
qualities  that  are  said  to  be  the  chief  oharacteiistics 
of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race. 

In  the  first  paragraph  he  refers  to  the  "  genial 
Belfast  fishmonger,"  a  person  whose  name  was  not 
mentioned  in  my  letter  of  Oct.  18.  I  gave  the  name  of 
Bernard  Meenan,  Esq  ,  J. P.,  Muckamora,  co.  Antrim, 
a  gentleman  who  now  occupies  the  residence  of  the 
late  Mr.  Chain,  M.P.,  and  was  never  a  fishmonger  in 
his  life.  Does  he  wish  to  mislead  your  readers  if 
any  of  them  should  be  desirous  of  ascertaining  the 
truth  of  the  weight  of  this  trout  by  writing  for 
information  to  a  person  who  is  unable  to  give  it  ?  I 
may  here  state  for  the  information  of  your  many 
readers  that  it  often  occurs  that  trout  are  taken  of 
over  301b.  in  Lough  Neagh. 

I  remember  being  in  Belfist  many  years  since  and 
saw  two  of  these  fish  on  the  "  genial  fishmonger's  " 
slab,  which  were  weighed  in  the  presence  of  the 
owner  and  the  late  Mr.  E.  V.  Richardson,  and  the  pair 
scaled  631b.  If  any  one  wishes  to  have  this  authenti- 
cated he  can  have  it  by  writing  to  Alexander  Meenan, 
Esq.,  J. P.,  2,  Longford  Villas,  Antrim-road,  Belfast. 

It  is  now  over  six  years  since  I  showed  this  so-called 
"  year  old "  order  of  Mr.  Gordon's  to  your  corre- 
spondent, and  he  admits  that  I  wrote  soon  after,  but 


that  ho  never  replied  to  that  letter.  "Mr.  Gordon 
had  given  up  fishing  in  this  interval,  and  our  con- 
versation about  Dan  O'Fee  led  to  my  purchasing  all 
Mr.  Gordon's  flies  and  tackle."  Had  there  been  no 
written  record  the  above  would  have  been  believed, 
but  there  are  times  when  an  impulsive  and  viadictive 
nature  raises  the  arm  to  strike  without  calculating  the 
consequences.  How  could  Mr.  Gordon  have  given  up 
fishing  in  the  interval  referred  to  and  sold  all  his 
"  flies  and  tackle  "  when  his  name  is  in  the  river 
reports  of  this  journal  five  years  after — a  few  months 
before  his  death — fishing  the  Burnmouth  Stobhall 
section  of  the  Tay,  when  on  Oct.  5,  1901,  he  took  two 
salmon,  241b.  and  171b.,  and  a  grilse,  41b.,  and  on 
Oct.  8  three  salmon,  271b.,  181b  ,  and  161b.  ?  Does 
this  not  clearly  show  that  your  correspondent  knew 
nothing  of  Mr.  Gordon's  transactions  ?  In  another 
part  of  this  paragraph  your  correspondent  states  that 
"  Dan  O'Fee  never  tied  a  fly  for  Mr.  Gordon  of  any 
sort  or  kind,  and  his  claim  to  the  '  invention  '  is  more 
creditable  to  his  imagination  than  his  accuracy.  It  is 
on  a  par  with  his  former  claim  to  have  invented  my 
patterns  of  the  English  May  Fly,  the  faotbeinj  that  he 
had  never  seen  such  flies  until  I  showed  them  to  him." 

I  can  well  remember  receiving  a  cheque  from  Mr. 
Gordon  in  paymant  of  the  first  lot  of  flies  he  got  from 
me,  and  for  which  I  got  cash  in  the  Northern  Bank, 
Kilrea.  If  there  was  any  mean?  of  seeing  the  blocks 
of  Mr.  Goi-don's  cheque-books,  my  nama  would  there 
be  found. 

I  remember  having  been  shown  something  with  a 
fur  or  straw  body  that  he  called  a  "  May  Fly,"  but  I 
only  saw  it  by  lamplight,  when  it  was  impossible  to 
tell  the  correct  colour  of  wool  or  feathers.  I  did  not 
take  the  fly  with  ma,  but  I  dressed  a  few  on  the 
following  day  from  my  past  knowledge  of  the  colours 
of  the  natural  fly  and  placed  them  in  his  hands,  at 
the  same  time  giving  them  the  name  "  Improved 
Gedney  May  Fly."  As  I  believe  all  I  ever  dressed  for 
him  are  no  longer  to  be  found  in  his  book,  I  am 
willing  to  dress  a  few  of  my  original  patterns  and 
send  them  to  you,  Mr.  Editor,  for  inspection,  when  at 
the  some  tima  he  can  have  the  patterns  he  claims 
dressed  and  forwarded  also.  I  will  await  your  decision, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  you  will  find  mine  a 
diSerent  fly. 

At  the  end  of  the  third  paragraph  he  writes  :  "  How 
could  such  things  influence  him  when  he  had  never 
seen  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee  in  his  lite  ?  "  This  is  on 
a  par  with  his  previous  assertions,  but  again  there  are 
records  which  I  forward  to  you,  Mr.  Editor,  for 
examination,  and  from  which  it  can  be  seen  that  I 
have  been  receiving  large  orders,  not  only  for  the  Dee, 
but  for  the  Spey  and  Pindhorn  since  1877.  I  have 
trod  the  banks  of  the  Royal  River  from  it3  source  to 
the  Marble  City,  and  these  "so-called  inventions" 
have  been  used  on  every  pool  from  Braemar  to 
Banchory,  and  salmon  taken  on  them  after  the  local 
patterns  had  been  refused  many  years  before  I  knew 
your  incredulous  correspondent. 

Had  this  correspondence  been  carried  on  in  a 
gentlemanly  spirit,  I  would  have  been  spared  the  very 
disagreeable  task  of  having  to  refer  to  the  last  para- 
graph, where  it  is  stated,  "  As  I  have  given  Dan  O'Fee 


many  substantial  tokens  of  my  friendship  and  good 
wishes  I  hope  that  he  will  accept  my  assurance  that 
this  letter  is  prompted  by  no  unfriendly  feeling."  Had 
Mr.  Gedney  been  asked  while  standing  on  the  banks 
of  the  Usk,  the  pastoral  Bann,  and  lordly  Shannon 
landing  salmon  when  no  other  could,  he  would  have 
said  these  "  substantial  tokens "  have  been  thrice 
repaid  with  interest. 

No  gentleman  has  ever  been  refused  salmon  flies 
that  I  thought  worthy  of  attention,  but  it  too  often 
happened  that  I  was  not  able  to  produce  all  that  was 
required  through  causes  over  which  I  had  no  control. 
Yours  very  truly,  Daniel  O'Fbk. 

Risharkin,  co.  Antrim, 

p.S. — An  illustration,  if  you  care  to  have  it,  of  the 
"Panmure  Gordon"  salmon  fly  will  appear  in  thij 
journal  later  on. 

[I  think  this  correspondence  m=iy  well  cease  now. 
The  letters  Mr.  Dan  O'Fee  encloaes  are  from  anglers 
in  the  north  of  Scotland  ordering  salmon  flies  from 
Mr.  O'Fee,  some  as  far  back  'as  1877.  Why  Mr. 
Gadney  should  assert  that  Mr.  O'Fee  had  never 
visited  the  Dee  is  not  clear ;  it  appears  he  was  entirely 
mistaken. — Ed.] 


NOT  MR.  J.  J.  HARDY'S  KNOT. 

Dear  Mb.  Marston, — "Mona"  in  his  letter  in 
your  last  issue  refers  to  Mr.  Hardy  as  having  given  a 
"  wonderful  and  fearful  thing  "  in  the  shape  of  a  knot 
among  the  many  illustrations  of  knots  which  appeared 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  some  little  time  ago. 

As  one  of  my  friends  has  saddled  me  with  this,  I 
hope  you  will  allow  me  to  say  that  I  did  not  suggest 
any  knot,  nor  the  recent  correspondence  on  this 
subject. — Yours  faithfully,      John  James  Hardy. 


STONING  CANE  A  DEEP  OLIVE. 
Dear  Sib, — Could  you  tell  me  how  I  might  stain 
the  cane  a  deep  olive  ?  It  would  look  so  much  better 
than  the  bright  yellow.  Perhaps  some  of  your  readers 
might  give  me  a  hint,  as  several  so  kindly  did  before 
about  ''  casts  of  fish."  I  got  one  or  two  nice  trout 
this  year,  but  instead  of  making  casts  oE  them  I  out- 
lined two  and  then  spent  the  Sunday  painting  them 
in  water  colours.  The  results  are  a  great  success,  I 
think,  and  occupy  less  room  than  casts  would. — 
Yours  truly,  "  Jock  Scott." 

MODELE  PARPAIT  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sir, — Permit  us  once  again  to  thank  Mr. 
"  Val  Conson"  for  his  kindness  in  sending  us  a  couple 
of  flies  dressed,  one  on  Models  Parfait  and  the  other 
on  a  sneck  hook.  These  flies  are  very  nicely  dressed 
indeed.  At  the  same  time  we  should  like  to  point 
out  to  him  that  he  is  labouring  under  a  misappre- 
hension altogether  with  regard  to  the  sizes  of  Modele 
Parfait  hooks.  The  card  sent  to  him  simply  gave  the 
sizes  of  the  ordinary  hook  required  by  the  general 
trade.  We,  however,  make  both  eyed  and  tapered 
shanks  down  to  No.  22,  which  will  enable  him  to 
make  a  fly  quite  as  small  as  anything  he  requires. 

We  have  much  pleasure  in  enclosing  two  flies  dressed 


Messrs.  ANDREWS,  The  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Haslemere, 

Having  largely  increased  the  numbers  of  their  Stock  Fish  are  quoting  low  prices  for 


FROM  WILD  OR  DOMESTICATED   FISH.    See  also  advertisement  on  cover. 


TRACE  GIVEN  WITH  EACH  BAIT. 
Will  kill  Pike,  Salmon,  Trout,  Pereh,  Bass,  &c. 


Post  Free,  complete  with  Special  Trace, 

THE  NEW  RUDDY  PIKE  PHANTOM 

IN    SOFT  RUBBER. 

This  most  Killing  Bait  for  Pike,  Perch,  &c.,  is  made  in  three  sizes, 
and  will  be  sent  post  free  as  follows:  3  in.  size,  2/6;  3^  in.  size,  2/9; 
4  in.  size,  3/-  (larger  to  order).    The  prices  include  a  4  ft.  Combination 
Trace,  with  3  Swivels. 

To  be  had  only  of 

WM.  BROWN  &  CO.,  64,  GEORGE  STREET,  ABERDEEN. 

{Oritjinnl  Inventors  of  the  "  I'lKititom.") 


New    troik    by    ''TUB   AMATEUR   ANGLER."      NOW  READY. 

CDlfomi  with  "  An  Old  Man's  Holiday."  Witli  several  Illiistratioiis,  to  sell  for  2/6  net  ;  also  a  Si>eeial  Eilitioii  of  250  copies  fur  England  and  America,  printed  on  hand-made  paper,  to  sell  for  6/-  net. 


BY  "THE  AMATEUR  ANGLER." 
Together  with  other  ANGLING  AND  HOLIDAY  SKETCHES. 

pONTENTS.— Chaps  i  &  2.  Dove  Dale  Revisited.— 3.  In  the  Vale  of  the  White  Horse.— 4.  A  Day  on  the  Teme.— 5.  A  Morning  Drive  and  an  Evening  Walk. 
—6.  In  the  Golden  Valley.— 7.  Hunting  for  Fishing.— 8.  A  Day  on  the  Lea.— 9.— Fishing  in  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

LONDON:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  LTD.,  ST.  DUNSTAN'S  HOUSE,  FETTER  LANE,  FLEET  STREET,  E.G. 


392 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


November  29,  1902 


on  No.  20  hooks,  so  that  he  may  see  the  effect  of 
same.  The  shanks  can  be  either  long  or  short  accord- 
ing to  the  desire  of  the  fly  dresser.  In  conclusion  we 
should  like  to  say  that  we  do  not  think  there  is  a 
single  fly  made  that  cannot  be  dressed  as  well  on 
Modele  Parfait  hooks  as  any  other  pattern,  with  this 
advantage,  that  we  feel  confident  that  the  Modele 
Parfait  hook  will  catch  at  least  two  to  one  more  fish 
than  any  other  hook  used. — We  are,  yours  truly, 
Redditoh,  S.  Allcock  &  Co. 

[I  am  sending  the  samples  to  "  Val  Conson,"  and 
think  he  will  agree  with  me  'that  the  hooks  are 
excellent,  and  that  there  is  no  danger  of  the  fine  gut 
getting  injured  by  the  eye. — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  FOWEY. 
Dear  Sib, — I  was  disappointed  that  there  was  no 
reply  from  "  W.  R.  G."  in  last  week's  Fisliing  Gazette 
to  my  letter  of  Nov.  15  asking  for  further  particulars 
of  the  fishing  at  Fowey.  I  trust  he  will  let  us  know 
how  he  got  over  the  great  difficulty  of  deep  eea  fishing 
in  a  tideway — namely,  to  reach  fish  at  the  depth  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  without  heavy  leads. — 
Yours  faithfully,  J.  B.-L. 


FISHING  AT  FOWEY  AND  FALMOUTH 
AT  CHRISTMASTIDE. 
Dbae  Sir, — If  your  correspondent  "  E.  C."  does 
not  mind  rough  seas,  and  weather  that  cinnot  be 
depended  on  for  two  or  three  hours,  let  him  hear  what 
"  W.  R.  G."  says  anent  the  matter  he  inquired  about; 
and  "  W.  R.  G."  knows  so  much  better  than  I  do,  that 
I  will  waive  my  own  little  desire  to  reply  to  "  E.  C," 
excepting  to  say  that  the  homely  old  county  will  keep 
him  perfectly  comfortable  at  Christmastide,  whatever 
may  be  the  disposition  of  the  waters  without. — Yours 
truly,  Noss  Mayo. 


Deab  Sih, — I  notice  that  in  the  last  number  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  that  "Noss  Mayo"  and  Mr.  Hearder 
are  asked  to  give  information  about  the  fishing  off 
Powey  or  Falmouth  in  the  winter.  I  am  able  to  give 
you  a  little  information. 

Usually  up  to  the  New  Year  and  even  later  the 
fishing  is  often  very  good  ofi  Powey.  My  friend  has 
caught  ling  of  301b.,  and  huge  codfish,  besides  pollack 
(big  fellows)  on  his  little  rod  and  single  gut. 

I  have  been  with  him  in  winter.  One  day  we  got 
fifteen  pollack  weighing  135J  lb.,  and  on  Jan.  1,  1900, 
off  the  Dodman  fishing  from  the  Marghcrita,  we  began 
the  century  curiously  by  getting  nineteen  large  pol- 
lack, I  forget  the  exact  weight. 

Roughly,  you  may  say  that  the  winter  fishing  ofi 
Fowey  is  very  good — given,  of  course,  fine  enough 
weather  to  get  to  the  right  spots.  A  visitor  would 
want  an  extra-strong  sea  rod,  a  six-inch  reel,  strong 
plaited  hemp  line  (one  hundred  yards),  a  hank  of 
salmon  gut  for  double  gut  traces  (about  nine  feet), 
barrel  leads  (2oz.,  4oz.,  6oz.),  and  some  5-0  eyed  hooks  ; 
he  should  also  have  a  few  large  and  strongly  mounted 
hooks  and  gear,  and  a  couple  of  handlines,  for  big 
fish — sharks,  dogfish,  conger,  etc.  Oilskins  and  thick 
clothes  and  boots  are,  of  course,  a  necessity.  Lodgings 
are  plentiful  and  good,  and  there  is  an  excellent  jacht 
club  to  which  it  is  easy  for  anyone  to  get  admission, 
provided  he  has  proper  credentials.  If  the  water  is 
rough  outside  he  can  usually  get  enough  sport  to 
amuse  him  fishing  from  a  boat  in  the  harbour,  and  up 
as  far  as  Golant.  Yes,  people  can  do  worse  than  go  to 
Fowey  for  a  Christmas  holiday. — Yours  truly, 

W.  R.  G. 


SEA  FISHING  AT  FALMOUTH  AND  FOWEY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  "  E.  C," 
it  is  rather  a  tall  order  to  say  what  the  fishing  will  be 
at  Christmas.  Last  month  it  improved  a  bit,  but  this 
month  it  has  gone  off  again,  and  compared  with  last 
years  the  sport  all  along  the  coast  has  not  been  as 
good  as  that  of  previous  years.  I  should  recommend 
Fowey  in  preference  to  Falmouth,  and  I  could  give 
"  E.  C."  information  respecting  boatmen  or  apart- 
ments if  he  would  write  to  me.  I  would  suggest  that 
he  referred  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  8  for  my 
notice  of  Powey  fishing  and  one  by  "  W.  R.  G." — I 
think  that  sport  oughi  to  satisfy  anybody. — Yours 
truly,  William  Heaedee. 

Plymouth. 


MR.  FRED  YATES. 

Dear  Maeston, — It  is  with  the  sincerest  regret 
that  I  Fee  the  announcement  in  your  issue  of  Nov.  22 
of  the  death  of  Mr.  Fred  Yates.  He  had  been  a  great 
sufferer  for  gome  years  before  his  death.  I  never  had 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  him,  but  I  got  into  corre- 
spondence with  him  in  1893  or  1894,  and  carried  it  on 
until  it  became  too  painful  for  him  to  write.  He  was 
always  brimful  of  angling  information,  and  nothing 
could  exceed  his  kindly  readiness  to  share  anything  he 
had,  whether  materials  or  information,  with  a  brother 
fly  dresser.  He  tied  an  excellent  trout  fly,  but  I 
believe  his  speciality  was  sewin  flies.  He  had  one 
particular  pet  pattern  called  the  "  Scorcher,"  by  which 


he  swore.  It  is  mentioned  in  Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran's 
"British  Angler."  He  also  dressed  most  charming 
Palmers  with  chenille  bodies  in  various  shades  of  dun, 
and  I  found  them  first-rate  in  Norway.  When  I  was 
engaged  with  Mr.  Hedley  F.  Norris  and  Mr.  P.  R. 
Ohlson  in  making  the  collection  of  specimens  of 
trout  fly  dressing  materials  for  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club, 
Mr.  Fred  Yates  took  immense  interest  in  the  affair. 
He  sent  me  a  series  of  poultry  hackles  which  could  not 
be  beatsn  in  Davonshire,  and  other  feathers  innumsr- 
able.  The  oolleotion  would  hi  infinitely  poorer  were 
his  contributions  withdrawn. — Yours  truly, 
Fly  Fishers'  Club.  G.      M.  Skues. 


THE  18LB.  DAGENHAM  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — You  will  remember  a  pike  of  181b. 
taken  at  Dagenham  Lake  on  roach  tackle  on  Aug.  3 
last.  It  is  now  quite  ready  for  delivery  to  Mr. 
Jennings,  ;the  captor,  of  Red  HiJl,  Surrey.  If  any 
anglers  would  care  to  see  it  they  can  do  so  by  calling 
at  my  address  during  the  next  two  weeks.  There  has 
been  a  lot  of  discussion  about  this  interesting  fish, 
and  no  doubt  many  anglers  would  like  to  see  it. — 
Yours  faithfully.  W.  F.  Hombe. 

157,  Forest-lane, 
Forest  Gate,  London,  E. 


ROACH  OR  RUDD. 

Dear  Sib, — There  can  be  no  difficulty  in  distin- 
guishing these  fish,  for  there  is  not  only  the  difference 
in  the  position  of  the  dorsal  fin,  but  the  lips  differ, 
the  tail  of  the  rudd  is  more  forked,  and  the  colours  of 
the  fish  when  it  is  first  captured,  showing  gold,  silver, 
red,  and  orange,  show  it  to  be  one  of  the  handsomest 
that  swims. 

Judging  by  the  specimens  that  I  have  seen  "  put 
up  "  in  cases,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  taxidermists, 
like  your  correspondent  Mr.  Kelly,  have  never  seen  a 
rudd. — Yours  faithfully,  W.  H.  Elsmoee. 


DO  FLOUNDERS  BREED  IN  FRESH  WATER? 

SiE. — When  I  was  a  echoolboy,  now,  alas,  sixty-five 
years  ago,  I  was  asked  by  a  schoolfellow  to  go  dredging 
for  flounders  in  the  river  Medina,  Isle  of  Wight.  My 
father,  who  was  a  very  observant  man,  asked  me  to 
bring  home  some  small  ones  to  see  how  fresh  water 
would  suit  them.  I  took  about  thirty  of  the  size  of 
ordinary  oyster  shells,  and  put  them  into  a  fresh 
water  mill  pond  at  Carisbrooke,  now  part  of  the  Caris- 
brooke  fishery.  Afterwards  we  occasionally  saw  a 
dead  flounder,  and  on  drawing  off  the  water  seven  or 
eight  years  after  we  took  half  a  dozen  alive  of  the  size 
of  dinner  plates,  but  no  small  fish.  This  convinced 
me  that  flounders  will  live  and  grow  in  fresh  water, 
but  do  not  breed,  and  having  seen  nearly  all  the  corre- 
spondence on  the  subject  which  has  appeared  in  the 
fishing  papers  during  the  last  fifty  years  I  have  seen 
no  well  authenticated  evidence  to  the  contrary.  True, 
this  is  only  negative  evidence,  but  it  may  be  sufficient 
to  answer  Mr.  Hearder's  question.  I  used  frequently 
to  correspond  with  angling  papers  and  take  an  active 
part  in  angling  clubs,  but  for  good  and  sufficient 
reasons  have  discontinued  doing  so. — Yours  truly. 

Red  Palmeb. 

[Scandinavian  ichthyologists  say  flounders  do  breed 
in  fresh  water. — Ed.] 


UNDER-SIZED  PISH  AT  HENLEY-ON-THAMES. 

Dear  Sib, — Under  the  above  heading,  and  over  the 
signature  of  •'  Stanley  Mead,"  you  last  week  printed  a 
letter  which  sought — but  ineffectually — to  disprove 
my  statement  of  the  week  previous  that  a  paragraph 
written  by  Mr.  Mead  was  "inaccurate,  imputative, 
and  likely  to  convey  a  wrong  impression."  It  was 
not  my  desire,  and  it  certainly  is  not  my  intention, 
to  enter  into  a  newspaper  controversy  on  this  subject, 
but  as  in  Mr.  Mead's  last  communication  there  are 
still  further  matters  on  which  his  lack  of  knowledge  is 
apparent,  I  am  willing  once  more  to  commit  my  pen 
to  paper,  and  after  this  once  I  have  no  intention  of 
depriving  Mr.  Mead  of  the  pleasure  of  the  last  word. 

The  fact  that  the  Thames  Conservancy  so  willingly 
accept  (quoting  Mr.  Mead)  "  the  recommendations  of 
the  Fisheries  Preservation  Associations  "  is  admirable 
proof  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  such  associations 
are  held  by  so  responsible  an  authority,  and  Mr.  Mead 
could  not  have  used  more  telling  words  in  support  of 
my  statements.  I,  as  hon.  sec,  representing  the 
Henley  F.P.A.,  am  not  averse  to  taking  a  lesson  in 
business  methods  from  anyone  capable  of  imparting 
it,  not  even  excepting  Mr.  Mead,  but  he  must  quite 
understand  that  the  primary  object  of  the  professional 
fishermen  in  seeking  to  obtain  the  Thames  Conser- 
vancy warrant  is  not  to  give  their  time  to  service 
under  another  authority  for  which  they  would  get 
no  remuneration,  but  to  secure  to  themselves  the 
privilege  of  casting  a  net  for  b*it  to  be  used  in  assist- 
ing them  to  obtain  a  livelihood,  and  the  adjunct  of 
honorary  assistant  river-keeper  is  conveyed  with  the 
privilege,  because  the  living  of  these  men  is  on  or  by 
the  water,  as  distinguished  from  men  who  may  only 
pay  occasional  visits  to  the  river  or  its  banks. 


Even  if  Mr.  Mead,  in  his  capacity  of  tackle  seller 
and  attendant  to  visiting  anglers,  were  to  apply  for  a 
warrant,  I  cannot — for  reasons  which  will  make 
themselves  apparent  later  ia  this  letter — imagine  that 
it  would  be  for  a  much  different  reason  than  that 
above  stated.  These  warrants  were  not  intended  to 
be  distributed  ad  lib.,  and  were  introduced  as  a 
moans  of  preventing  the  wholesale  netting  "  for 
bait,"  which  used  to  be  so  prevalent  and  caused 
so  much  injury  to  the  fisheriej,  being  practised  by 
almost  anybody  who  chose  to  purchase  a  net ,  and 
I,  in  my  density,  may  be  pardoned  for  thinking  that 
those  men  who  see  the  commission  of  breaches  of  the 
bye-laws,  and  fail  to  aid  in  suppressing  them,  are  so 
devoid  of  real  sportsmanlike  spirit  that  the  allotment 
of  a  warrant  would  be  wasted  on  them.  If  those 
people  had  the  slightest  inclination  to  render  assist- 
ance, they  need  find  no  difficulty  whatever  in  doing  it, 
and  just  as  easily  without  a  warrant  as  with  one ; 
there  is  absolutely  no  excuse  for  them,  and  I  reiterate 
the  statement  that  they  are  as  bad  as  the  persons  who 
actually  break  the  bye-laws.  The  fact  that  the 
unseasonable  trout  were  taken  within  a  stone's 
throw,  not  of  Henley,  but  of  Marsh  Lock,  where  a 
lock  keeper  was  in  residence,  and  the  further  fact  that — 
using  Mr.  Mead's  own  words — the  act  "  was  known  to 
many  people,"  only  once  again  confirms  my  state- 
ments and  most  decidedly  deepens  the  disgrace  against 
the  accessories  to  the  act,  for  such  they  were  in  the 
eyes  of  the  law;  it  was,  however,  hopeless  to  ask 
Mr.  Mead  to  name  them  (which  I  did)  for  a  reason 
which  will  follow  in  the  course  of  my  letter.  If  those 
witnesses  had  not  the  moral  courage  themselves  to 
proceed  in  the  matter  I  cannot  conceive  any  other 
reason  than  absolute  disinclination  for  not  at  once 
informing  the  lock-keeper  who  was  near  to  hand. 

Mr.  Mead  certainly  has  the  advantage  of  me  when 
he  states  that  he  is  prepared  to  prove  several  cases 
where  under-sized  fish  have  been  seized  and  handed 
over  to  me  and  no  prosecution  has  ensued ;  each  case 
has  been  duly  recorded  on  the  books  of  the  H.F.P.A. 
and  they  number  two  where  no  prosecution  has  followed. 
I  deeply  deplore  the  fact  that  Mr.  Mead,  in  whom  is 
impersonated  so  much  valuable  common-sense,. has  so 
long  hidden  his  light  under  a  bushel ;  had  he  not 
been  so  modestly  retiring  he  would  have  made  a  most 
useful  member  of  the  sub-committee  dealing  with 
these  things,  and  with  the  qualifications  before 
recorded,  would  doubtless  have  overcome  the  bad 
judgment  of  a  solicitor,  a  doctor,  a  retired  business 
man,  and  myself,  who  decided,  for  most  excellent 
reasons,  which  I  could  quote  chapter  and  verse  if 
necessary,  that  the  cases  should  not  be  proceeded  with. 
Still,  after  all,  I  cannot,  on  further  reflection,  think 
that  a  man  who  will  admit,  as  Mr.  Mead  has  to 
me,  that  he  would  not  like  to  report  against  anyone 
— for  business  reasons — would  be  seriously  regarded 
in  this  connection.  The  following  is  an  extract  from 
bye-law  12  of  the  H.F.P.A. ,  and  provides  for  the 
dropping  of  cases  where  the  potentialities  of  the  said 
cases  warrant  the  action  of  the  association  in  its 
decision  not  to  press  them  : — "  And  that  a  reward  of 
f  1  shall  be  given  for  information  of  any  other  breach 
of  the  Thames  Fisheries  Bye-laws  or  Fresh  Water 
Fisheries  Act,  provided  it  be,  deemed  a  proper  matter 
for  prosecution." 

The  ludicrity  of  Mr.  Mead's  communication  really 
becomes  too  ludicrous  when  we  read  this:  "The 
taking  of  under-sized  fish  has  become  very  common  to 
my  personal  knowledge,"  and  this  :  "  I  am  not  only 
voicing  my  own  opinions,  but  also  the  opinions  of 
a  great  many  of  my  fellow  townsmen  and  anglers,  all 
of  whom  are  thorough  sportsmen."  (The  italics  are 
mine,  sir.)  I  cannot  reconcile  "  thorough  sportsmen  " 
with  the  "  taking  of  under-sized  fish,"  and  commonly, 
too  ! 

I,  too,  of  course,  am  acquainted  with  most  of  the 
anglers  of  this  town,  having  known  them  many  years 
longer  than  Mr.  Mead  has,  and  respect  them  all,  but 
am  moreover  sorry  for  those  in  whom  sportsmanlike 
instincts  have  yet  to  develop.  In  the  expression  of 
my  opinion  and  of  facts,  however,  I  do  not  for  one 
moment  allow  personal  considerations  to  outweigh 
my  convictions. 

It  undoubtedly  costs  me  a  good  many  sovereigns 
per  annum  for  the  privilege  of  doing  a  great  deal 
of  work  as  hon.  secretary  to  the  Henley 
P.P. A.,  but  I  shall  be  only  too  delighted  to  give 
up  the  work  to  anyone  who  is  of  opinion  that  he  can 
do  it  better,  provided  such  course  be  acceptable  to  the 
Association,  and  would  be  the  first  to  hasten  to  acknow- 
ledge any  improvement  in  this  direction.  In  con- 
clusion, I  strongly  advise  Mr.  Mead  not  in  future  to 
"  write  without  his  book,"  in  the  absence  of  which  it 
is  dangerous  to  rush  into  print,  and  if  he  can  do  the 
Association — of  which  you  will  be  astonished  to  learn 
he  is  a  member — no  good,  by  all  means  let  him  abstain 
from  trying  to  publicly  or  privately  belittle  its  work 
and  doing  it  harm.  This  advice  I  mean  to  apply  to 
his  collaborators  as  well  as  to  himself,  and  witn  these 
words,  sir,  simply  adding  that  nothing  I  have  written 
is  in  a  spirit  of  malice  or  animosity. — Yours  obediently, 
A.  Edward  Hobus, 
Hon.  Sec.  H.F.P.A, 


Dkcember  6,  1902 
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NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  403.] 

Che  UsHlna  Gazkttk  is  published  every  Sacurday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  fishing 
Tackle  for  Xotice,  Books  for  Review,  etc. ,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  JlAKSTON,  Editor  of  the  FISHING  GAZETTE,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscriptioii, 

roE  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Loudon,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

VoT  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britaiu 

and  Ireland       ...    ICJ.  6d. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    Us.  id. 

Three  Months    ditto  ditto    it.  Sd. 

the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Coutltent,  annual 

subscription,  tncludii.g  postage    123.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

>ue  Page  ..  £7    7  0 

aalf  Page   3  15  0 

-i  Column  or  Quarter  Pago  ..    .       ...     2   2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page         .        ,    16  0 

^mall  advertisements      per  inch  of  stogie  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  Is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  io  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

AdTKrtisemmts  must  arrive  not  lattr  than  iv>o  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  AdvertiseriMnt  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advektisemknt  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— "  RIVSAM,  Loadon." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 


OuK  Christmas  Number,  to  be  published  on 
Dec.  13,  will  have  many  attractive  and  special 
features.  Many  well-known  angling  authors  will 
be  foimd  among  the  list  of  contributors.  Several 
of  the  articles  will  be  fully  illustrated.  The  price 
will  be  the  usual  2d.  Will  advertisers  kindly  note 
the  day  of  publication,  and  send  in  "  copy  "  as  soon 
as  possible  ? 


SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  6th,  1902. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Mr.  Eredeeic  M.  Halford's  Standard  Works. 

As  I  announced  in  the  autumn  Mr.  Frederic  M. 
Halford's  works  on  "Dry  Fly  Fishing,"  "Diy  Fly 
Entomology,"  and  "  Making  a  Fishery  "  have  been 
published  by  Messrs.  Vinton  and  Co.,  Limited,  in 
cheaper  uniform  editions.  The  books  have  been 
revised  to  date,  and  all  the  original  illustrations  are 
given,  including  those  in  colour.  There  is  a  con- 
siderable reduction  in  the  price — for  instance,  "  Dry 
Fly  Entomology  "  is  now  half  what  it  was  formerly 
jiublished  at,  and  "  Making  a  Fishery  "  is  less  than 
iialf  its  former  price.  No  dry  fly  angler  can  afford 
I'j  be  without  Mr.  Halford's  invaluable  works,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  in  this  cheaper  form  they  will 
have  a  larger  sale  than  ever. 

Fish  Culture  and  May  Fly  Culture  at  Messrs. 
Andrews'  Surrey  Trout  Farm. 
The  following  extracts  are  from  the  i-eport  of  the 
Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Critchmere,  Haslemere  : — 

Season  1002-1903. 
"  In  order  to  meet  the  ever-increasing  demand 
for  our  fish,  we  have  this  year  again  increased  the 
number  of  trout  which  we  shall  have  for  disposal. 
The  stock  of  two-year-olds  is  especially  large,  and 
wo  shall  also  have  a  fair  stock  of  thrce-ycar-olds. 
We  can  also  dispose  of  a  few  trout  from  lib.  to  21b. 
in  weight. 

"  We  made  very  large  additions  to  our  breeding 
■.tock  last  season,  and  we  shall  have  an  exceptional 
j  iantity  of  ova  and  fry  for  disposal.    It  will  be 


noticed  that  we  have  made  very  considerable  reduc- 
tions in  our  prices  for  ova  and  fry,  and  though  the 
prices  for  these  are  now  very  low,  the  standard  of 
excellence  will  be  as  high  as  it  always  has  been.  We 
are  determined  to  keep  to  only  one  quality,  and 
that  the  very  best. 

"  The  superiority  of  the  fish  grown  in  our  waters 
is  well  known,  and  has  given  great  satisfaction  in  the 
past.  This  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  purity  of  the 
water,  the  water  plants,  and  to  the  natural  food, 
the  production  of  which  has  been  made  a  special 
feature  in  our  fishery. 

"  During  the  past  season  we  have  again  supplied 
large  quantities  of  fertiUsed  May  Fly  eggs,  and  we  are 
prepared  to  execute  orders  for  any  quantity  in  the 
coming  season.    May  Fly  eggs  are  delivered  in  June. 

''  We  have  also  a  considerable  stock  of  MoUusca 
(fresh -water  snails,  etc.)  and  Crustaceans,  such  as 
the  Gammarus  Pulex,  or  fresh -water  shrimp  ;  also 
the  various  water  plants.  Prices  can  be  obtained 
on  application. 

"  The  most  forward  fish  are  deUvered  first,  and 
intending  purchasers  wiU  find  it  to  their  interest  to 
order  early,  as  even  if  the  fish  are  not  required  at 
once  they  can  be  reserved." 

The  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

This  very  flourishing  society  now  numbers  over 
a  thousand  members,  many  of  them  being  ladies, 
who,  like  Mrs.  Summers,  Mrs.  Hussey,  Mrs.  Bennett 
and  Mrs.  Hardy  Corfe  are  experts  in  using  sea 
tackle  with  the  rod.  On  Dec.  3,  the  society  had  a 
"  Special  Ladies'  Night,"  and  members  and  their 
friends  to  the  number  of  some  hundreds  filled  the 
large  Council  Chamber  of  the  Hoi  born  Eestaurant. 
The  feature  of  the  evening  was  the  exhibition  by 
members,  including  Mr.  Chas.  Hussey  and  Mr.  J. 
W.  Zaehnsdorf,  of  lantern  pictures  of  sea  and  other 
fishing  scenes  round  the  English  coast  I  was 
also  particularly  interested  in  the  series  of  repro- 
ductions of  fish  scales  given  by  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf. 
It  was  new  to  me  to  learn  that  the  scales  of  fresh- 
water fish  are,  as  a  rule,  much  larger  in  proportion 
to  the  size  of  the  fish  than  those  of  our  sea  fish. 
It  was  also  stated  by  Mr.  Ziehnsdorf  that  the  age 
of  fish  could  be  determined  by  the  number  of  rings 
seen  on  the  fish  scale.  I  nmst  confess  that  the 
evidence,  German  and  English,  which  I  have  seen 
on  this  point  is  not  very  satisfactory.  Some 
exiellent  songs  and  music  were  given  during  the 
evening,  which  was  a  Very  successful  one. 

A  Most  Useful  and  Ingenious  New  Fly-Tying 
Vice. 

I  Saron  Paul  Tcherkassov  when  in  England  in  the 
summer  told  me  of  a  new  fly-tjing  vice  which  he 
had  invented  and  patented,  and  now,  through  the 
wholesale  manufacturers  Messrs,  S.  Allcock  &  Co., 
of  Redditch,  he  sends  me  one.  In  the  first  place 
it  is  a  most  handy  affair,  and  will  all  pack  into  a 
box  an  incli  square  and  three  inches  long. 

It  can  be  used  as  a  fixture  screwed  in  a  table  or 
in  a  block  of  wood  clamped  to  a  table,  or  it  can  be 
used  cUjtpcd  to  the  thumb,  like  an  extra  thumb 
and  finger  holding  the  hook.  It  is  very  light,  very 
strong,  and  can  be  used  for  flies  of  any  size.  The 
advantage  of  having  the  little  vice  made  with  a 
clip  is  that  you  can  in  a  moment  slip  it  on  or  oS' 
your  thumb,  it  leaves  your  hand  quite  free,  and 
yet  the  fly  is  held  in  your  hand  much  better  than 
thumb  and  finger  can  hold  it,  and  you  can  move 
about  the  room  with  it  to  get  any  particular  hackle, 
or  silk,  or  tinsel  you  want,  can  hold  it  up  to 
the  light  and  bring  it  close  to  the  eye,  and  have 
much  more  freedom  of  action  than  when  your  fly 
is  in  a  vice  clamped  to  a  bench.  It  will  be  useful 
also  for  holding  gut  when  makicg  loops  or  gplices 
with  waxed  binding  silk,  also  for  whipping  hooks 
to  gut  and  for  other  purposes. 


Tkout-fishino  in  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

M)'.  Percy  Wadham,  secretary  of  the  Carisbrooke 
Trout  Fishing  Association,  writes  to  correct  my 
statement  that  the  subscription  is  £8  8s.  ;  it  is 
£10  10s.,  and  no  entrance  fee  at  present,  but  I 
think  there  Avill  be  one  before  long  —  there  arc 
so  fcv/  places  near  London  where  an  angler  can 
take  his  family  to  such  delightful  seaside  resorts  as 
in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  also  get  good  trout - 
fishing  for  himself.  Mr.  Wadham  tells  me  that  the 
yearling  rainbows  have  already  been  trying  to  get 
out  of  the  top  pond  (they  have  only  been  in  it  a 
few  days),  but  he  thinks  he  has  them  well  in  hand 
now,  and  kept  in  with  special  screens.    It  only 


proves '"'what  wanderers  they  are.  He  sent  me 
one  of  the  fish,  oyer  6in.  long,  which  had  got  killed  ; 
it  was  a  credit  to  Mr.  E.  V.  Corrie.  I  never  saw 
a  more  beautiful  fish,  and  it  reminded  one  of  a 
salmon  smolt  with  the  silvery  scales  of  the 
migratory  period.  R.  B.  Marston. 


A  FEW  INVENTIONS  AND 
ANGLING  EXPEKIENCES.* 

Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — 

Every  schoolboy  is  familiar  with  the  old  quotation 

Mons  lahorat,  erupit  mus." 

This  humorously  describes  what  I  feel  this  evening 
as  I  stand  before  you.  The  mountain  is  in  labour, 
and  it  is  about  to  btiog  forth — the  mouse  !  I  have 
chosen  for  my  subject  one  which  does  not  lend 
itself  to  effective  writing,  nor  shall  I  make  any 
effort  in  that  direction.  In  fact,  I  ask  your  kind 
permis-ioa  to  allow  me  to  state  at  the  outset  that 
I  am  not  going  to  deliver  a  lecture  at  all,  but 
rather,  as  an  old  fi.sherman  amongst  his  brethren 
(many  of  whom  I  know  are  better  performers  on 
the  single  string  than  he  is),  simply  to  ask  your 
indulgence  whilst  I  describe  in  most  ordinary  prose 
my  few  inventions. 

I  shall  preface  my  remarks  by  reminding  you 
that  during  the  past  twenty  years  I  have  already 
described  these  at  various  intervals  in  certain 
articles  published  in  the  pages  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  and  my  personal  friend,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston 
(who  is  now  proprietor  as  well  as  editor  of  that 
journal),  says  he  has  no  objection  to  my  bringing 
to  your  kind  notice  these  small  matters,  but  much 
pleasure  instead.  Further,  one  of  them — and  in 
my  opinion  the  most  generally  useful  of  all — also 
appeared  in  extenso  in  the  Californian  Breeder  and 
Sportsman,  in  fact,  was  copied  word  for  word  from 
the  Fishing  Gazette.  The  American  Angler  also 
printed  a  notice  of  the  article,  and  copied  it  in  part; 
and  last,  but  not  least,  it  appeared  in  the  pages  of 
a  journal  known  to  you  all,  and  edited  by  one  who 
occupies  the  enviable  post  of  your  own  president, 
namely,  the  Scots'  Angler.  It  died  while  still  full 
of  vigour,  honour,  and  promise,  and  I  think,  gentle- 
men, I  may  venture  to  hang  a  garland  on  its  tomb, 
with  the  legend  thereon — "  Whom  the  gods  love, 
die  young." 

I  have  now  the  pleasure  of  showing  you  some  of 
my  small  inventions.    The  first,  which  is  known 


Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  Triple  Gut  Hinge  foe  Flies. 

by  the  title  of  "  Mr.  Tod's  Triple  Gut  Hinge,"  is 
simply  a  plan  of  my  own  to  avoid  the  continual 
wearing  out  of  a  good  fly  long  before  the  dressing  is 
"  the  waur  for  the  wear  "  by  that  irritating  process 
called  "  necking,"  which  also  leads  to  the  loss  of 
many  a  good  fish  and  many  a  bad  temper.  I  used 
to  dress  my  own  flies  (salmon  and  trout),  and  thus 
I  was  able  to  treat  the  matter  as  only  a  practical 
hand  could  do.  Even  loch  flies  often  get  "necked," 
and  thick  gut  seems  to  me  to  increase  the  tendency 
if  uit  d  quite  dry,  as  it  usuallj-  is  at  first.  Sm-ely, 
gentlemen,  you  who  fish  Loch  Leven,  and  who, 
like  myself,  prefer  the  direct  pull  of  a  fly  wrapped 
to  gut  to  eyed  hooks,  and  fine  gut  to  thick  gul, 
will  bear  with  me  when  I  point  out  that  a  loch  fly 
tied  thus  can  readily  be  dressed  with  (stoutisL) 
drawn  gub  'in  fact,  to  u.-e  ^hole  gut  is  to  make  t'l  e 
"  hinge  "  and  knot  clumsy),  and  I  venture  to  claim 
fur  my  iu\ention  that  three  strands  of  drawn  gut 
are  softer,  more  easily  and  quickly  soaked,  and  less 
likely  to  crack  than  would  be  a  single  strand  of 

*  Paper  read  before  the  Trout  Anglers'  Club,  Edin- 
hw'gh,  by  Mr.  E,  M.  Tod,  in  January,  1902. 
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salmon  gufc  when  wrapped  to  a  loch  fly  in  tlie 
usual  way. 

This  is  my  own  experience,  and  that  is  why  I 
have  had  these  loch  flies  dressed  by  Forrest,  of 
Kelso,  to  show  you  to-night.  Anyone  here,  who 
is  an  amateur  fly-dresser  (and,  still  more,  any  pro- 
fessional fly-tier),  will  see  at  once  that  what  I  say 
is  not  mere  "  talk."  They  kill  quite  as  well,  and 
last  twice  as  long  as  ordinary  flies,  but  they  are 
more  "  fashious "  to  tie,  I  grant,  and  dearer  in 
consequence. 

Living  in  England,  as  I  have  done  almost  entirely 
since  I  returned  from  (Queensland  in  1869,  naturally  I 
felt  the  pulse  of  the  "  people"  around  me.  I  wa- 
in touch  with  Mr.  Forrest's  London  son,  whose 
English  clients  asked  if  the  double  Midge  Flii  s 
could  be  tied  on  eyed  hooks  instead  of  gut.  Then 
I  invented  the  idea,  which  he  carried  out,  and 
which  brought  many  orders  an  eyed  hook  wrapped 
to  an  ordinary  one. 

Many  fly  fishers  (especially  dry-fly  men)  won't 
have  hooks  tied  to  gut  at  any  price,  and  as  their 
numbers  (especially  over  the  I'jnglish  side  of  the 
]5order)  are  many,  and  are  increasing  daily,  it  may 
be  found  worth  your  professional  fly-dressers'  while 
to  take  a  note  of  this  innovatioTi  of  mine.  Specimens 
will  be  shown  of  this  also. 

Then  I  have  brought  with  me  a  can  for  holding 
live  minnows  which  I  invented  many  years  ago, 
and  which  you  can  examine  for  yourselves.  It  is 
strapped  to  the  waist.  If,  when  I  have  read  my 
paper,  anyone  cares  to  ask  me  questions,  I 
sliall  be  happy  to  answer  them  to  the  best  of  my 
ability. 

But  I  must  push  on  as  I  have  a  good  deal  of 
ground  to  cover. 

Intkbiok  FiTTiN(iS  01'  Mb.  E.  M.  Tod's  Creel. 

I  have  kept  the  most  important  of  my  innovations 
to  the  last — namely,  my  creel  and  its  fittings  (or 
fixings  as  a  Yankee  would  call  them).  I  don't  wish 
to  make  too  much  of  these  small  matters,  for  to  do 
so  would  be  "  to  break  a  fly  upon  a  wheel."  Yet  if  I 
don't  throw  a  little  enthusiasm  into  my  paper  it 
will  tall  flat,  and  as  the  subject  is  rather  a  dry  one, 
I  fear,  it  behoves  me  to  try  to  infuse  some  life  into 
these  dead  bones  else  I  shall  have  you  all  asleep. 

Regarding  this  particular  invention  I  confess  I 
am  an  enthusiast,  so  if  my  enthusiasm  "  makes  me 
gariulous  in  age"  forgive  me.  I  have  benefited 
myself  very  decidedly,  and  my  hope  is  this  being 
so— that  x^ossibly  I  may  benefit  others.  Anyhow, 
I  am  going  to  cast  my  bread  upon  the  waters,  and 
chance  its  returning  after  many  days.  I  begin, 
gentlemen,  by  drawing  jour  attention  to  the  india- 
rubber  lining  of  the  creel,  albeit  nearly  worn  out 
after  many  years'  of  hard  service.  It  could  be 
made  equally  well  of  oilskin  cloth,  such  a^  is 
used  by  sea  fishermen,  but  of  thinner  cloth.  The 
first  thing  is  to  get  a  basket-maker  to  fix  an  ordinary 
cane  (split  in  halves)  to  the  inside  and  near  to  the 
top  of  your  creel.  This  split  cane  can  easily  be 
tacked  on  (by  him)  to  the  creel  at  intervals  of,  say, 
three  or  four  inches  apart. 

I  presume  that  everyone  knows  what  "hooks 
and  eyes"  mean?  Well,  gentlemen,  the  large- 
sized  hooks  which  are  used  for  ladies'  sealskin  and 
other  cloaks  and  jackets  must  be  procured.  It  is 
these  that  are  fixed  to  the  top  of  the  india-rubber 
lining  or  bag,  and  being  hooked  on  to  the  split 
cane  aforesaid  keep  it  in  position.  The  bag  must 
never  be  made  too  f-hort,  for  if  it  is  the  whole 
weight  of,  say,  a  151b.  or  '201b.  dish  of  trout  is 
sustained  not  by  the  creel  but  by  this  flimsy  bag, 
with  the  inevitable  consequence  that  the  hooks 
will  ha  torn  from  their  point  of  attachment  to  the 
bag,  which  form^  the  lining  of  the  creel.  If,  on 
the  contrary,  this  lining  bag  is  allowed  to  rest 
firmly  and  evenly  on  the  bottom  of  the  basket,  the 
strain  is  removed  entirely  from  the  hooks  and  the 
bag  will  last  for  many  J  ears.  This  bag  should  be 
fitted  somewhat  carefully  to  the  inside  of  the 
basket  and  then  cemcrited  together  in  the  usual 
manner.  When  made  it  should  be  carefully  placed 
in  position  in  the  creel,  and  as  each  hook  nmst 
be  placed  exactly  half  way  between  every  point  of 
attachment,  the  places  can  now  be  marked  where 
the  hook  has  to  be  sewed  and  cemented  on ;  and  if 
this  be  done  the  lining  will  fit  the  creel  witli  great 
accuracy.  What  is  the  object  of  thus  lining  the 
creel?  30U  may  ask.  I  shall  endeavour  to  make 
this  quite  clnar  to  you,  but  before  I  do  let  me  just 
say  that  I  use  a  loose  jucce  of  india-rubber  cloth  to 
place  over  the  trout  as  they  are  caught,  or  if  trout 
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are  coming  in  quickly  then  over  each  layer  of 
trout,  and  many  a  time  is  this  the  case  when  trout 
(in  any  good  river)  are  ''  well  on  the  job."  This 
loose  piece  of  india-rubber  should  be  cut  roughly  to 
the  shape  of  the  inside  of  the  creel.  But  as  the 
cloth  side  of  the  india-rubber  soon  gets  foul,  I 
pref'  r  cutting  out  two  pieces  of  the  same  size  and 
cementing  them  together  on  the  cloth  sides,  thus 
presenting  a  glazed  surface  all  over,  whicli  can  be 
mo>t  reidily  cleaned.  It  most  truly  differs  from  a 
a  fishing  bag,  for  the  trout  are  not  rubbed  and 
t^quee/.ed  together  as  tliey  are  in  all  fishing  bags. 
Also  any  amount  of  air  gets  into  the  creel  by  the 
the  lid.  If  anyone  should  for  one  moment  think 
that  this  lining  of  the  creel  converts  it  into  a 
Ashing  bag,  let  me  say  that  if  there  is  one  thing  I 
would  endeavour  to  avoid  for  trout  fi-<hing  it  is  a 
fishing  bag.  I  detest  them  all.  There  is  no 
ventilation  ;  the  bag  is  close  to  your  side  and 
hangs  so  flat  and  so  close  to  it  that  every  movement 
of  the  body  tends  to  rub  the  trout  together.  Then 
the  sun's  rays  play  on  the  bag,  and  the  warmth  of 
the  human  body  adds  its  quota.  If  a  bag  is  used 
at  all  the  tiout  should  each  be  wrapped  up  in  a 
cloth,  but  even  then  it  is  a  sorry  substitute  for  a 
creel  lined  like  mine.  Mr.  R.  B.  IMarston  (Ed. 
F.G.)  asked  me  to  line  his  creel  many  years  ago, 
and  in  every  other  way  to  fit  it  up  like  my  own, 
and  he  swears  by  it.  This  seems  satisfactory 
evidence,  as  he  must  see  all  the  best  and  latest 
inventions.  Indeed,  an  angling  editor  runs  the 
risk  of  having  each  new  invention  rammed  down 
his  throat,  nilly-willy ;  awful  fate!  Before  I  had 
my  cruel  lined  in  this  way,  especially  during  warm 
weather,  it  often  stank  so  abominably  that  if  I 
entered  a  railway  carriage,  as  I  have  so  often  done 
when  bent  on  a  day's  fishing,  up  went  the  noses 
and  down  went  the  windows !  But  whether  to 
throw  me  and  my  creel  out  I  know  not,  for  though 
I  deserved  it  richly  I  escaped.  You  see  the  slime 
gets  into  the  interstices  of  the  wicker  work  and 
decomposes  there.  The  wretched  cook  may  soak 
and  scrub  the  creel,  but  she  cannot  reach  all  the 
slime.  Now  any  servant  can  unhook  this  lining 
and  remove  it  bodily.  Nothing  could  be  more 
easily  wiped  clean,  and  all  that  is  needed  then  is  a 
few  minutes  on  a  fence  in  the  fresh  air.  It  is  a 
wise  plan  to  add  some  Sanitas  or  well  diluted 
carbolic  acid  and  water  just  before  hanging  it  up 
to  dry. 

I  feel  sure  that  amongst  my  audience  are  many 
good  swimmers.  Such  will  readily  follow  me  and 
grasp  the  advantage  of  being  able  in  a  moment  to 
get  rid  of  a  heavy  creel  full  of  trout  when  suddenly 
plunged  into  a  river  in  flood,  or  even  into  a  loch 
with  a  soft  peat  or  clay  bottom,  hampered  already 
with  waders  full  of  water.  Just  try,  gentlemen,  to 
imagine  your  position.  The  moments  are  precious 
when  one  is  over  the  head,  especially  in  a  rapid 
current,  and  a  little  water  getting  iQto  the  wind- 
pipe shuts  that  up  promptly.  Then  how  are  you 
to  use  both  hands  to  lift  the  strap  over  your  head 
and   yet   not  strain  \our   lungs   and   heart  to 


Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  Buckle  fob  Creel  Strap. 

bursting  in  the  ]irocess  ?  Besides  this,  you  feel 
handicapped.  You  cannot  swim,  and  you  can 
hardly  float.  This  position  may  well  unnerve 
even  the  strongest  and  bravest,  for  it  is  a  terrible 
position  to  be  placed  in,  suddenly.  Believe  me, 
gentlemen,  under  any  such  circumstances  the 
possession  of  a  really  well  made  buckle,  like  my 
own,  would  impart  confidence  and  give  hope, 
seeing  that  the  heaviest  creel  can  be  got  rid  of  in  a 
second  (thus),  and  this,  too,  without  exertion.  The 
swimmer,  freed  from  his  encumbrance,  can  then 
pull  himself  together,  without  undue  flurry,  and 
has  got  every  chance  of  getting  ashore  if  he  be  at 
all  a  strong  swimmer  and  with  a  cool  head.  I 
have  been  in  many  a  tight  place,  at  home  and  in 
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Queensland,  and  have  had  more  than  one  escape 
from  dro  lining,  and,  worst  of  all,  in  a  (juickaand 
with  a  horse  under  me.  But  heaven  forbid  that  I 
should  ever  have  had  (in  my  strongest  days)  to 
take  my  chance  in  a  rapid  river  with  my  waders 
on,  weighted  by  a  heavy  basket  hung  round  my 
shoulders ;  for,  unless  I  had  such  a  buckle  as  mine 
is,  I  do  not  think  I  would  reach  land  alive. 
Turning  up  my  scrap-book,  I  find  that  in  the  year 
189;i  a  strong  swimmer  named  Tattersall  lost  his 
life  in  this  way.  A  pleasure  party  were  out  on  a 
certain  ri\  er  and  the  boat  got  turned  over  some- 
how. Mr.  Tattersall  had  an  empty  creel  on. 
Please  to  notice  an  cmpiij  creel,  no  clumsy  waders 
or  hobnailed  boots  to  hamper  him,  and  no  fish  ; 
yet  here  is  tlie  record  of  that  accident  given 
verbatim :  "  All  were  saved  but  Mr.  Tattersall, 
who  was  a  good  swimmer.  His  death  is  attributed 
to  his  being  hampered  with  his  creel."  Surely 
this  carries  its  lesson.  Now  in  one  second  the 
heaviest  creel  can  be  sent  rolling  down  the  river, 
and  the  fisherman  has  then  got  a  chance  if  he  can 
swim,  or,  rather,  hold  his  head  back  and  float 
down  stream,  paddling  himself  eventually  into 
some  friendly  eddy  or  any  slack  water  by  the  use 
of  his  arms  and  hands  alone,  for  to  use  the  breast 
stroke  with  waders  on  would  appear  to  be  a  foolish 
waste  of  strength  and  energy  to  me.  The  luckless 
wight  carried  off  his  feet  in  a  powerful  current, 
with  waders  on  and  a  good  creelfal  of  trout  to 
hamper  him,  is  in  deadly  peril  even  it  he  can 
swim  well ;  but  if  he  only  can  get  rid  ot  his  creel, 
his  chances  ot  reaching  shore"  at  once  go  up  with 
a  bound.  If  this  be  so,  surely,  gentlemen,  a 
buckle  which  will  do  this  much,  and  do  it  with 
ease,  is  worthy  ot  your  consideration  in  view  of 
those  dear  to  you  1  Remember,  it  is  the  un- 
expected in  lite  that  happens,  and  that  the  pitcher 
that  goes  often  to  the  well  may  at  last  be  broken. 

(To  he  continued.) 


GOOD  SPAWNING  I'ROSPECTS 
IN  SCOTLAND  AND  A  NOTE 
ON  SEA  FISHING. 

f  In  spite  of  all  the  poachers  can  and  will  do,  the 
present  supply  of  breeding  fish  seems  to  be  as  plenti- 
ful foi'  the  purposes  required  as  evei'.  and  latterly 
only  the  stormy  weather  has.  in  a  slight  measure, 
interfered  with  their  progress  inland.  Seldom  has 
a  heavier  head  of  spawners  been  met  with  on  the 
Dee  and  head  waters  of  the  Tay,  while  the  reports 
from  the  Don  and  Deveron  are  equally  gratifying. 
The  floods  have  been  most  propitious  and  plentiful, 
and  the  side  streams  are  well  stocked.  In  the 
far  inland  waters  the  season  is  well  over,  but  in  the 
middle  reaches  between  this  and  Christmas  will 
be  the  busiest  time.  Altogether  the  spawning 
season  is  a  pronounced  success. 

During  the  past  months  of  Novembei'  and 
October  the  rock-angUng  along  the  cast  coast  has 
been  of  the  most  proUfic  order,  and  engaged  in 
by  many  who  felt  their  season  cut  short  otherwise. 
But  probably  the  beautiful  summer  weather 
enjoyed  during  the  latter  part  of  the  past  autumn 
tended  to  swell  the  ranks  of  sea-anglers.  The 
sport  is  certainly  the  cheapest  that  can  be  engaged 
in,  and  the  results  not  at  all  unsatisfactory,  if  a 
man  can  creel  a  bundled  head  of  a  mixed  bag  of 
codUng,  saithe,  flounders,  and  sometimes  twice 
as  many  herring  or  mackerel,  in  an  afternoon  or 
morning's  outing.  G.  M. 


Don's  Peer.\ge,  etc. — The  new  edition  of  "  D^d'f 
Peerage,  1903."  published  by  Messrs.  Samijson 
Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  will  contain  all  the  Corona- 
tion Honours  and  Appointments,  which  will  be 
exceptionally  numerous  and  important ;  the 
changes  arising  out  of  the  reconstruction  of  the 
Cabinet ;  the  November  Birthday  Honours ;  and 
the  Honours  conferred  during  the  year  for  war  ser- 
vices in  South  Africa.  There  will  be,  as  usual, 
full  biographies  of  the  new  Peers.  Privy  Coun- 
cillois,  Baronets,  Knights  of  the  various  Orders, 
Knights  Bachelor,  etc.,  etc.,  and  all  the  promotions 
and  appointments  of  the  year,  besides  the  usual 
interesting  details.  The  illustrations  are  in  great 
j)art  re-drawn,  and  all  revised  and  brought  up  to 
date  under  the  advice  of  Mr.  Forbes  Nixon,  the 
well-known  heraldic  artist. 
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TEOUT  FISHING  ON  RAPID 
STREAMS.* 
By  H.  C.  Cutcliffe,  F.R  C.S. 

(Continued  from  page  380.) 
CHAPTER  II  .—continued. 

The  majority  of  trout  then  in  rapid  streams  are 
by  a  natural  necessity  impelled  to  be  constantly 
feeding.  Now  doubtless,  the  stomach  of  the  trout. 
Like  the  stomach  of  other  animals,  requires  change 
of  food  ;  it  is  demanded  by  the  body  and  suggested 
by  the  appetite.  All  the  requisite  constituents  of 
the  trout's  body  could  not  probably  be  found  in 
any  one  particular  kind  of  food,  or  such  food  could 
not  at  all  times  and  in  sufficient  quantity  be 
obtained,  and  consequently  he  at  one  time  eats 
one  kind  and  at  another  time  another  kind  of 
food,  making  up  in  the  whole  what  in  any  par- 
ticular part  w  as  deficient  ;  such  a  change  and 
variety  of  diet  is  jjositivcly  necessary  in  order  to 
maintain  the  fish  in  a  state  of  health.  As  a  man 
kept  solely  on  animal  diet  would  ere  long  become 
ill.  or  on  vegetable  diet  debilitated,  so  would  the 
trout  if  long  restricted  to  any  one  class  of  food  be 
enfeebled.  Kind  nature  to  man,  over  and  beyond 
that  appetite  arising  from  the  body's  appreciated 
requirement  of  food,  added  reason  for  selection 
and  guidance  in  his  choice,  nor  has  she  left  the  trout 
more  unprovided  for — in  them  the  same  appetite 
calls  for  what  instinct  directs. 

The  different  kinds  of  food  the  trout  lives  on 
dei>ends  on  locality  ;  he  eats  almost  everything 
that  is  nutritious  to  his  body,  but  the  classes  of 
nutriment  are  in  some  streams  very  limited,  in 
others  more  general,  in  all  somewhat  various,  and 
yet  a  universal  similarity  to  a  certain  extent  pre- 
vails— a  Uttle  consideration  of  the  land,  the  sides 
of  the  stream,  its  bottom,  etc.,  will  usually  settle 
the  point  sufficiently  for  all  practical  purposes — 
and  as  we  must  allude  again  to  the  subject,  just 
now  we  will  only  remark  that  simple  as  this  sub- 
ject is  the  place  in  which  the  trout  take  their 
food  is  one  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  fisher- 
man. I  feel  that  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to 
describe  accurately  the  precise  spots  trout  may  be 
found  in  ;  this  can  alone  be  leaint  by  personal 
experience  and  observation,  but  we  may  assist 
most  materially  our  learning  on  this  subject  by  a 
little  consideration.  If  we  were  now  considering 
trout  fishing  on  some  river  of  sluggish  and  mono- 
tonous course,  or  one  whose  course  and  speed 
varied  only  at  long  intervals,  it  would  be  most 
easy  to  pronounce  the  most  favourable  localities, 
as  weirs,  eddies,  etc.,  etc.  :  but  to  attempt  to 
enumerate  the  many  different  places  a  trout  will 
lie  in,  where  we  have  to  do  with  rapid  streams, 
varying  in  their  character  every  five  yards — 
nay,  whose  very  Ijreadth  at  once  shows  variety  in 
appearance,  and  choice  feeding  spots  here  and 
there  at  intervals — to  describe  or  arrange  sys- 
tematically such  confusion  of  water  is,  I  say, 
impossible  ;  and  yet  of  all  points  to  be  attended  to 
none  demands  more  exact  knowledge  than  the 
precise  spot  every  trout  lies  in  ;  after  all,  a  little 
common-sense  rightly  directed  will  guide  us  very 
safely.  Should  we  be  fishing  with  the  artificial 
fly,  we,  of  course,  are  most  likely  to  catch  those 
fish  which  are  mostly  feeding  on  the  natural  fly, 
and  con.sequently  we  should  cast  our  fly  in  the 
most  favourable  manner  in  such  spots  as  we 
believe  a  trout  would  select  for  capturing  his  flies 
with  the  greatest  ease  to  himself,  where  indeed  he 
will  find  most  flies  on  the  water,  and  where  he 
will  not  be  foiled  in  his  chase  after  the  fly,  when 
it  has  aHghted  on  the  water  and  is  being  hurried 
off  by  the  stream,  which  he  himself  is  swimming 
against.  So  we  may  find  the  trout  lurking  by  the 
sides  of  any  little  current,  caused  by  the  rush  of 
water  escaped  the  side  of  some;  prominent  rock, 
stone,  or  sandbank,  rather  than  in  the  current  itself. 

When  the  fjreadth  of  stream  is  much  V)roken  up 
into  minor  eddies,  we  do  not  throw  our  fly  at  once 
into  the  midst  of  the  rapid,  for  should  the  fish  see 
the  fly  from  his  lurking  place  by  the  side,  he  will 
most  probably  be  unable  to  take  it,  or  having  taken 
the  fly  we  should  be  unable  to  capture  him  ;  should 
the  stream  in  its  whole  breadth  form  one  gently 

*  From  that  capital  little  work,  "  The  Art  of  Trout 
Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams :  compiising  a  complete 
ajbtem  of  fishing  the  North  Devon  streams,  and  their 
like."  Published  by  SampajD  Low,  Marston  &  Co  , 
St.  Dunatan's  House,  Fetter  lane,  London.  Price 
3g.  6d,  post  free. 


uiidiilatiiig  ]K)ol,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
tlic  trout  would  be  able  to  seize  his  tly  in  any  part  : 
yet  even  here  the  sides  beneath  the  banks  if  deep, 
or  the  shelving  shallow  edges  if  sandy,  will  be 
better  suited  to  his  feeding  than  the  more  central 
portions  of  the  water,  and  often  in  very  shallow 
water  a  good  fish  may  be  found,  and  with  proper 
care  caught ;  indeed,  in  little  shallow  sandy  places 
the  trout  are  fond  of  lying,  they  there  rub  them- 
selves and  procure  grubs  as  well  as  flies  ;  hence 
these  peculiar  little  sloping  edges  of  sand  are  good 
sporting  places  for  any  bait.  On  this  head  it  will 
be  only  necessaiy  further  to  mention  that  we  have 
but  to  remember  that  the  trout,  when  feeding  on 
the  fly,  will  be  sure  to  be  found  where  they  can  catch 
the  greatest  numbers — it  requires  no  special  know- 
ledge, no  pecuHar  judgment  to  discover  these  spots, 
a  little  reflection  vvill  bring  any  one  to  a  correct 
conclusion  as  legards  the  most  of  them  at  any  rate. 

Having  then,  after  a  proper  survey  of  a  spot, 
determined  whei-e  the  different  trout  are  lying,  the 
next  point  for  consideration  is  how  we  are  to  cap- 
ture them,  and  this  will  require  special  notice 
hereafter,  now  only  lemarking  that  frequently  we 
may  be  led  to  suppose  that  no  trout  is  lying  in 
some  httle  eddy  or  current  we  first  thought  likely 
to  contain  one,  because  after  casting  our  fly  we 
have  not  moved  one.  thus  again  reverting  to  the 
fisherman's  plausible  argument  that  our  want  of 
success  is  due  to  the  fish,  and  not  to  our  own 
stupidity.  Now  having  observed  a  spot,  and 
determined  that  it  is  a  favourable  one  for  feeding, 
if  we  cannot  succeed  in  at  least  moving  a  trout 
\\'ithout  doubt  it  is  our  own  fault  and  not  that  of 
the  fish  ;  for  either  we  are  fishing  with  the  wrong 
bait,  as  the  fly,  when  the  worm  would  be  better,  or 
we  are  not  using  the  bait  in  a  manner  attractive  to 
the  trout,  or  we  have  in  some  way  actually  fright- 
ened the  fish,  who  often  sees  the  fisherman  long 
ere  the  fisherman  sees  him,  so  that  he  is  too  timid 
to  feed.  We  have,  I  grant,  great  difficulties,  some- 
times insurmountable  difficulties,  to  contend  with  ; 
but  I  am  sure  that  if  the  fisherman  will  only  bear 
in  mind  that  ^ny  want  of  success  in  capturing  a 
fish  from  a  feeding  spot  he  believes  to  contain  one 
is  due  solely  to  his  want  of  skill,  he  will  be  shortly 
rejoiced  to  contradict  the  assertion  so  often  made 
that  the  fish  would  not  sport,  in  other  words,  would 
not  eat,  had  given  their  stomachs  a  holiday  and 
had  gone  to  sleep,  a  statement  so  absurd  that 
common-sense  must  at  once  justly  declare  the  party 
to  be  blamed  in  the  affair  of  fishermen  versus  fish. 
Let  us  rejjeat  then  most  assuredly  that  trout  in 
small  and  rapid  streams  are  always  to  be  found  in 
the  places  best  fitted  to  their  feeding,  and  these  are 
not  always  deep  holes  or  large  currents,  or  places 
having  any  air  of  grandeur  about  them,  but  often 
a  very  shallow  spot,  of  insignificant  appearance  to 
any  but  the  thoughtful  fisherman,  contains  a  good 
trout,  and  all  these  places  are  to  be  discovered  by 
the  simple  rule  of  their  being  favourable  in  affording 
food  to  the  tiout,  and  conducive  to  their  seizing  it. 

Now  on  these  rapid  streams,  minor  streamlets, 
cascades,  or  eddies,  formed  by  the  splitting  up  and 
subdivision  of  the  main  stream,  the  manner  in 
which  the  trout  takes  his  food  is  peculiar,  and 
forms  almost  a  contrast  to  the  feeding  of  those  in 
deep  and  sluggish  streams  ;  in  them  the  feeding 
fish  may  be  seen  lying  near  the  surface  of  the 
water  watching  for  the  passing  fly  quietly  and 
calmly,  and  any  fly  alighting  near  him  is  just 
gently  propelled  towards  him.  or  perhaps  rises 
again  from  the  watei'  after  alighting  to  dap  once 
more  over  his  anxious  eyes,  to  whom,  silly  insect 
as  it  is,  it  displays  its  beauty  and  calls  forth  per- 
chance admiration  from  him,  examining  its  form 
and  symmetry  and  scrutini  iiig  its  veiy  condition 
and  j)lumpness  of  body,  till  now  the  ephemeral 
b(!auty  being  within  easy  reach,  the  trout,  fully 
satisfied  with  his  leisurable  inspection,  gives  one 
stroke  with  his  tail  and  secures  his  prey.  How 
widely  different  is  the  course  pursued  by  the  trout 
on  the  rayjid  stream,  for  here  he  well  knows  that  as 
soon  as  the  fly  has  alighted  on  the  water  it  will  be 
instantly  carried  away  by  the  current,  and  if  missed 
by  him  in  his  attempt  at  capture  will  be  washed 
into  the  jaws  of  his  neighbour  only  a  very  short 
distance,  perhaps  a  few  inches,  below — he  a  smaller 
fish  not  daring  or  presuming  to  occupy  the  best 
place  in  the  pool  or  eddy,  but  humbly  and  sub- 
missively contenting  himself  with  a  spot  lower  in 
locality  and  less  propitious  in  feeding,  pleased  to 
[)artake  of  the  chance  insect  his  superior  has 
allowed  to  pass,  voluntarily  or  not,  and  never  ven- 
turing beyond  the  precincts  permitted  him  by  his 


(elders,  well  knowing  that  any  iiifiingeinciit  on 
their  rights  of  i)rof)crty  would  lie  followed  l»y 
instantaneous  j)unislimcnt  ainoiniliiig  in  all  pro- 
l)ability  even  to  death  itself. 

Thus  may  we  see  that  the  trout  in  their  society 
maintain  their  own  rights  ;  and  since  the  law 
ruling  them  is  one  solely  of  force,  and  amongst 
them  power  holds  the  place  of  justice  with  men, 
we  shall  find  the  largest  and  strongest  fish  securing 
to  themselves  the  best  feeding  ground,  and  the 
most  convenient  retreats  for  security  against 
foes  not  of  their  own  kind— a  wise  provision  of 
nature,  since,  of  course,  their  requirements  are  in 
proportion  to  their  size.  These  stnmgholds  and 
favourite  spots  of  trout  ai-e  retained  by  them  foi- 
a  long  time,  as  they  seem  fond  of  old  haunts  and 
do  not  readily  forsake  them,  very  seldom,  I  i)elieve, 
excepting  in  particular  migrating  tinier.  I  have 
known  a  trout  of  peculiar'  appeaiancc  remain 
behind  a  ceitain  stone  for  .several  months,  his 
identity  I  could  be  sure  of,  and  at  different  times 
I  have  made  him  show  out,  till  at  last  I  have  suc- 
ceeded in  his  destruction  ;  no  smaller  tish  dared, 
and  no  larger  one  cared,  to  turn  this  fellow  out. 
-and  so  he  held  his  own  retreat,  which  after  his 
removal  was  speedily  occupied  by  another. 
This  rule  of  particular  retreats  of  trout  ap|)lies  of 
course  most  forcibly  to  the  very  small  streams, 
or  to  such  portions  of  the  larger  ones  as  are  from 
their  subdivisions  of  the  main  current  allied  to 
them  ;  to  keep  in  mind  the  rule  on  any  river 
however  will  be  of  much  importance,  since  it  will 
teach  us  to  pick  out,  as  it  were,  the  veiy  fish  we 
particularly  desire,  rather  than  leave  our  fly  to 
the  many  who  may  pursue  it,  and  all  of  whom 
often  from  over-eagerness  in  the  chase  will  fail  in 
catching  it. 

I  believe  we  may  safely  assert  that  when  a  fly, 
worm,  grub,  or  no  matter  what  attractive  article 
of  food  is  cast  into  a  pool,  where  many  trout  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  it  are  lying,  all  take  a  look  at  it,  and 
if  it  prove  sufficiently  attractive  to  him  the  largest 
trout  will  seize  it ;  if  he  declines  the  offer,  the  next 
trout  in  size  and  power  is  permitted  his  refusal 
of  it,  and  so  on  till  some  young  greenhorn  starts 
oft',  and  in  case  of  the  baited  hook,  discovers  his 
mistake  too  late.  This  is  often  seen  when  one 
is  fishing  with  the  worm  or  artificial  minnow,  the 
latter  especially  as  being  more  exciting — a  bright 
piece  of  metal  is  drawn  swiftly  through  a  pool, 
and  in  an  instant  all  the  fish  seem  in  movement, 
and  if  the  master  of  the  pool  is  inclined  to  take 
so  large  a  mouthful,  he  at  once  mingles  in  the 
race,  and  immediately  the  small  fish  in  fear  mil  be 
seen  running  oft"  in  a  contrary  direction  ;  should 
however  the  big  one  not  take  it,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  lesser  ones  be  not  too  much  frightened, 
some  of  them  will  rush  away  at  the  minnow  and 
try  to  eat  a  body  often  half  as  big  as  themselves. 
(To  be  continu.ed.) 


AN  OLD  ANGLER'S  SELECTIONS. 

From  an  old  and  hitherto  unpublished  manu- 
script written  by  one  Stephen  Braithwaite,  of 
Knaresborough — an  angler  of  local  fame,  who  de- 
parted this  life  more  than  half  a  century  past — I 
recently  obtained  a  few  extracts  which  T  herein 
reproduce.  The  treatise,  which  is  concise  and 
relates  solely  to  the  representation  of  aquatic 
insects  and  flies,  it  would  seem  was  written  for  the 
instruction  of  the  author's  immediate  anghng 
friends,  since  it  appears  in  the  form  of  a  sei-ies  of 
letters. 

Some  of  the  imitations,  the  dressings  of  which 
will  be  familiar  to  many,  are  clothed  in  the  guise  of 
local  names,  while  others  are  easily  recognised  exter- 
nally— but  they  dift'er  in  the  dressing  from  those  of 
recognised  authorities  on  fly-tying — by  a  large  com- 
munity of  fly-fishers  ;  yet  not  a  few  are  original 
consti'uctions"  under  chimerical  names  for  which  the 
author  himself  is  responsible.  "  Yorkshire  flies 
will  succeed  all  the  world  over  "  is  an  aphorism  that 
steadfastly  exists  among  north  country  anglers  ; 
and  although  I  have  thrown  the  fly  on  many  streams 
in  various  counties,  I  have  yet  to  doubt  its  prophetic 
efficacy. 

Stephen  Braithwaite's  fancies,  obviously  origi- 
nating from  long  and  careful  observation  of  the 
classes  of  aquatic  flies  to  be  found  on  most  r-ivers, 
should  commend  themselves  to  many  anglers,  and 
cannot  but  cHcit  some  consideration  from  those  who 
have  mad(^  exhaustive  research  into  stantUud  works 
on  "  Angling." 
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Red  Fly. — Wings:  Hackled  with  a  feather  from 
a  dark  drake.  Body  :  Red  part  of  squirrel's  fur. 
Legs  :)  Red  cock's  hackle.  S.  B.  does  not  specify 
the  colour  of  silk — presumably  orange. 
^  March  Brown. — Wings  :  From  quill  feather  of  a 
hen  pheasant.  Body :  Cinnamon  silk  dubbed  with 
fur  of  brown  bear. 

Devil  Crook. — Wings:  Quill  feather  of  a  par- 
tridge. Body :  Ash-coloured  silk  dubbed  with  a 
little  fur  from  a  hare's  ear.  Legs  :  Partridge  feather 
hackle. 

Devil  Crook  (Hackle).  —  Wings  :  Hackled  with  a 
feather  from  outside  of  woodcock's  wing.  Body : 
Same  as  winged  imitation. 

Dark  Blow  or  Spring  Blow. — Wings:  Hackled 
with  lead-coloured  feather  from  jackdaw's  breast. 
Body  :  Dark-colnured  silk,  (lubhofl  wilii  wntoi' lal's 
fur.' 

Dark  Blow  VVatchot.— U'/«f/.s' ;  Hackled  witli 
lead-coloured  feather  from  jackdaw  or  water-ouzel, 
or  from  waterhen's  hackle.  Body  :  Slate-colonrod 
.silk,  dubbed  with  water-rat's  fur. 

Light  Watchet.  —  Wi)igs  :  From  a  featliei'  from 
inside  of  a  snipe's  wing.    Body  :  yXsh-coloured  silk. 

Dun  Owl.  —  Wings  :  From  a  light-coloured  feather 
from  wood  owl's  wing.    Body:   Dun-coloured  silk. 

Sand  Fly. — Wings  :  Hackled  with  feather  from 
inside  of  woodcock's  wing.  Body :  Lead-coloured 
silk.    Legs :  From  hackle  of  black  hen. 

Red  Moorgame  Spinner. — Hackles  dark  or  light, 
with  scarlet  silk  for  dark  and  orange  for  light. 

Midges  for  Clear  Water.  —  Wings:  Quill  feather 
of  a  hen  blackbird.  Body :  Purple  silk,  ribbed 
with  black  ostrich  herl.  Legs  :  Black  green  feather 
of  a  starling.  Head :  Magpie  herl  taken  from  the 
tail.    A  very  good  killer. 

Light  Spring  Blow. — Wings  :  Hackled  with  a 
feather  from  inside  of  moorpoult's  wing.  ^Body : 
Straw-coloured  silk,  ribbed  with  water-rat's  fur.  A 
grand  fly  in  spring  and  autumn. 

Dark  Blow. — Wings :  Hackled  with  a  feather 
fi  om  inside  of  waterhen's  wing.  Body  :  Yellow  silk. 
Kills  well  in  the  latter  part  of  April  or  early  in  May. 

Great  Dipper. — Wings  :  Hackled  with  a  feather 
from  breast  or  rump  of  woodcock.  Body  :  Orange 
siUj. 

Little  Dipper. — Wings:  Hackled  with  short 
mottled  feather  from  under  the  butt  of  woodcock's 
wing.  Body  :  Orange  silk,  ribbed  with  a  little 
grizzled  fur  from  a  hare's  ear  ;  dressed  small.  A 
capital  killer  when  the  natural  fly  is  on  the  water. 

Perpetual  Fly.  —  Wings  :  Hackled  with  a  soft  dun 
spreckled  feather  that  grows  down  the  rump  and 
thighs  of  a  hen  pheasant.  Body  :  Straw-coloured 
silk  duljbed  with  fox-coloured  fur.  I  do  not  know 
a  better  fly  than  this — my  own  end  fly  always. 

Moor  Cock.  —  Wings:  Hackled  with  a  feather 
from  back  of  moorgame.  Body :  Orange  silk. 
// end  :  Peacock's  herl. 

Ure  Dark  Watchet. — Wings:  Hackled  with  a 
feather  from  inside  of  jackdaw's  wing.  Body : 
Purple  silk,  dubbed  with  water-rat's  fur.  This  is 
dressed  small,  and  will  be  found  a  good  killer  on 
fine  days. 

Little  Wiiirhng  Blue. — Wings:  Quill  feather  of  a 
starling.  Body  :  Orange  silk,  dubbed  with  squir- 
rel's fur. 

Large  Red  Ant.  —  Wings  :  Quill  feather  of  a  star- 
ling. Body :  Ginger  silk,  ribbed  with  peacock's 
herl.    A  gi'and  fly  in  June. 

Welshman's  Button. — Wings  :  Hackled  with  a 
feather  from  partridge's  rump.  Body  :  Orange  silk, 
ribbed  with  peacock  and  ostrich  herl.  Legs  :  Black 
feather  from  hen's  neck. 

Thorn  Fly. — Wings  :  Quill  feather  of  a  starUng. 
Body :  Black  silk,  mixed  with  a  little  Isabella 
mohair. 

Badger  Fly.  —  Wings  :  From  a  starling's  quill. 
Body  :  Red  silk,  dubbed  with  badger's  soft  brown 
fur.    Head, :  Red.    A  good  killer  in  July. 

Blue  Dun.  —  Wings:  Quill  feather  of  starling. 
Body  :  Blue  worsted,  dubbed  with  blue  fur  combed 
from  the  neck  of  a  black  greyhound. 

Fancy  Y\y.— Wings :  Hackled  with  a  feather 
from  inside  of  partridge's  wing.  Body  :  Straw- 
coloured  silk,  dubbed  with  pale  yellow  mohair, 
mixed  with  a  little  blood-red  mohair.  This  is  a 
capital  fly  at  any  time. 

S.  B.,  for  modem  requirements,  totally  dis- 
regards, in  his  treatise  the  relative  sizes  of  hooks 
for  his  representations,  and  makes  inadequate  allu- 
sion to  sizes  of  dressings.  But  tht^n  fine  tackle  was 
a  mere  bagatelle  in  the  good  old  days,  in  that  fish 
had  not  attained  the,  lofty  pedestal  of  education — 
now,  alas  !  a  fait  accom/pli.  Brown  Owl. 


THE  "LINDUM"  EEEL  LINES. 

Some  years  ago  we  mentioned  favourably  some 
silk  eight-plait  fishing  lines  in  eight  different  sizes 
sent  to  us  by  Mr.  M.  Barnes,  of  1,  St.  Swithin's 
Square,  Lincoln.  Mr.  Barnes  now  sends  us  some 
other  samples  with  this  note  :  — 

"  A  notice  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  first  brought  the 
'  Lindum '  lines  before  the  angling  world,  and  I 
should  like  to  mention  that  at  the  request  of  many 
of  our  customers  who  desired  a  cheaper  line  than 
our  '  Lindum'  pure  silk  line,  we  are  plaiting  flax, 
linen,  and  a  new  line  (a  mixture),  which  we  call 
the  '  Castle  '  line.  I  enclose  a  roughly  tied  sample 
card.  Those  who  have  tried  them  for  sea  fishing 
speak  very  highly  of  them.  " 

The  "  Lindum  "  silk  linos  are  .so  good  and  dieap 
that  we  are  not  surprised  at  their  popularity.  The 
samples  of  flax  line  sent  seem  to  ns  to  be  also  very 
good,  and  cei  tainly  chea])  enough  for  anyone. 


HABITS  OF  TENCH. 
By  Otto  Ovekbeck,  F.C.S.,  FXi.fi. 

The  common  tench  {Tinra  vulgaris)  is  well 
known  and  appreciated  by  most  anglers  perhaps  as 
much  for  its  beauty  as  gastronomic  (|ualities,  the 
rich  olive  to  golden  green  body,  fine  shape,  and 
lar^e,  soft,  black-brown  fins  being  absolutely 
different  from  all  other  fish,'*  and  although 
belonging  to  the  carp  family  is,  on  the  contrary, 
distingui-hed  by  its  very  small  scales  and  pink 
eyes.  There  is  a  certain  sort  of  rich  lusciousness 
about  it  which  makes  it  much  sought  after  by  the 
patient  class  of  anglers  of  the  philosophic  kind, 
since  it  is  a  fish  one  may  go  to  fish  for  and  yet  not 
catch,  even  when  the  water  (preferably  a  pond)  is 
full  of  them. 

It  is  common  also  in  many  rivers,  although  not 
often  caught,  and  being  a  deep-water  bottom  fish 
even  less  often  seen,  for  reasons  given  later  on,  it 
being  left  for  those  living  near  a  river,  with  constant 
opportunities  to  bait  a  spot  for  them,  picking  out  a 
clear,  warm  evening  to  look  for  them  preparatively, 
for  during  the  day  they  are  (I  believe  practically 
always — in  nature — not  when  tame)  buried  beneath 
the  weeds.  So  that  when  caught — when  fishing 
for  other  fish  this  generally  happens — the  bait  has 
slowly  found  its  (shotted)  way  through  a  bed  of 
weeds  to  the  bottom. 

Tench  exist  often  in  a  mere  mud-hole  a  boy 
could  jump  over  and  upwards ;  and  in  suitable 
deep  weedy  ponds  breed  rapidly  and  grow  to  a 
large  size.  They  love  shady,  deep  holes  under 
dense  masses  of  weed,  and  from  the  nature  of  their 
surroundings  have  so  much  food  for  the  mere 
taking,  in  the  form  of  water-grubs  and  gnat,  etc  , 
larv:e,  about  them,  that  (like  carp)  it  is  no  easy 
matter  to  tempt  them.  I  have  never  yet  caught  a 
tench  but  he  seemed  to  be  as  fat  as  fat  could  be. 
As  a  boy  I  used  to  fish  constantly  for  years  in  the 
private  lake  in  the  grounds  of  the  Staff  College, 
Camberley.  So  much  so  that,  not  to  disturb  the 
household,  I  had  my  rops-ladder  reidy  tied  to  the 
foot  of  my  bed,  and  I  used  to  let  myself  do  vn  at 
three  to  four  a  ni.  throughout  the  summer  months, 
pick  up  my  always  ready-fitted  roil  and  worms, 
procured  by  the  boy  overnight  and  stood  ready 
below  my  window,  climb  over  the  boathouse  roof, 
get  out  the  punt,  and  make  for  my  favourite  holes. 
In  fact,  after  years  of  fishing,  I  constructed  a  map 
of  the  bottom,  with  its  specially  favoured  spots, 
not  for  reference  sake  (for  I  knew  every  inch)  but 
from  my  purely  piscatorial  interest  in  the  fish 
themselves. 

I  had  often  tried  to  catch  tench  especially,  but 
without  much  luck,  a  large  lob-worm  being  so 
otcen  interfered  with  by  perch  so  that  the  necessary 
disturbance  scared  the  "  carpily  "  shy  tench  away. 
Once  or  twice  I  have  been  able  to  pitch  upon  them 
below  a  dense  mass  of  weed,  and  by  heavily 
shotting  have  brought  several  right  up  through 
these  without  disturbing  the  rest  by  a  steady 
direct  up  vard  pull  and  no  play  "  low  down,"  where 
the  others  could  see  it  or  be  scared  by  the  unwilling 
movements  of  the  fish.    I  invariably  find  that 

*  Its  colour  (as  most  fisb)  varies  marvellously 
according  to  its  surroundings,  ani  assimilates  itself 
to  them.  It  is  talten  from  black  muddy  holes,  often 
nearly  black  (and  (1eliciou.s),  and  from  clear,  brilliant, 
weedy  water,  bright  golden  green  (and  very  rank). 


tench  may  be  steadily  drawn  out  without  much 
play  if  done  quite  quietly  and  keeping  low  down, 
and  without  driving  the  (generally)  few  others 
away. 

I  as  a  boy  used  to  fish  for  my  live  bait  for 
roach  from  a  large  tree  which  had  fallen  in  the 
lake  and  grown  on  upwards  afterwards,  the  hori- 
zontally Ijing  trunk  being  just  over  the  water 
and  the  lower  bandies  at  the  outer  end  being 
perhaps  thirty  feet  over  the  lake.  Here  I  used  to 
perch  and  fish  for  my  live  bait  with  a  roach  hook  on 
fine  waxed  black  thread  held  in  my  hand,  striking  on 
observing  the  bait  taken,  every  movement  of  the  fish 
below  being  perfectly  visible.  In  fact  I  once  caught 
a  jack  of,  perhaps,  four  or  five  inches  long  by  bobbing 
my  paste,  and  discovered  its  voluntary  power  of 
making  its  yellow  spots  brighten  or  fade.  After  a 
rush,  in  which  he  missed  the  paste,  h6  retired  to 
the  same  spot  dark  green,  but  at  the  moment  of 
every  rush  became  brilliantly  marbled  with  yellow. 
I  have  never  noticed  that  this  lias  been  observed. 
But  to  return.  As  evening  approached  and  it 
became  deeply  dusky,  five  or  six  large  fish  (I  took 
them  for  a  long  time  to  be  large  roach  as  a  small 
boy)  would  pass  under  the  boughs  along  the  bottom 
very  slowly  and  majestically,  but  never  take  my 
bait.  This  was  very  distressing  to  me,  but  chance 
played  into  my  hands. 

One  evening,  having  cogitated  much  upon  these 
mjsterious  fish,  I  came  quietly  down  to  the  spot 
~-fid  the  bushes,  not  the  road — to  circumvent 
them,  when  in  the  dark  what  should  I  find  but 
three  poachers  hard  at  work  with  rods,  only  perhaps 
three  feet  long  and  a  piece  of  line  attached,  pulling 
out  from  "  my  special  preserves  "  tench  one  after 
the  other.  They  were  the  first  tench  I  had  ever 
seen,  and  when  the  men  heard  my  steps  they 
quickly  pushed  the  whole  lot  down  a  large  overflow 
pipe  which  fed  the  loweror  "  Military  College  Lake." 
I  was,  however,  only  a  harmless  youngster,  calm 
outwardly  but  boiling  inwardly.  I  reminded  them 
that  the  water  was  private,  but  they  decided  to 
ignore  me  and  my  remarks  after  a  few  superfluous 
compliments.  My  fishing  was  gone,  my  only  hole 
spoilt,  so  I  returned  home  by  way  of  the  keeper's 
lodge.  Later  on  I  heard  that  the  keeper  had 
enjoyed  heartily  a  splendid  tench  supper,  although 
he  had  seen  no  poachers,  but  I  think  he  believed 
me  that  they  had  been  there. 

After  that  evening  I  acted  similarly — that  is,  I 
pushed  out  my  line  with  the  tip  of  my  rod  under 
the  boughs  (none  of  which  were  submerged)  with 
no  float,  sunk  the  shotted  line,  and  drew  the  rod 
back  upon  the  bank,  and  when  my  line  moved  I 
pulled  out  firmly  but  gently  fish  after  fish.  Five 
or  six  used  to  be  a  taking,  the  rest  (if  there  were 
more — from  the  tree  I  used  to  count  only  about 
seven  or  eight)  were  possibly  scared  away.  I  have 
often  noted  from  what  I  have  heard  and  seen  what 
splendid  real  naturalists  some  of  these  poachers 
are,  how  observant  and  practical. 

Since  those  early  days  I  have  come  to  the  same 
conclusion.  Tench  take  their  regular  constitutional 
every  evening  at  dusk,  and  leave  the  central  deeps 
for  the  edges  and  shallows  in  small  parties  where 
they  grub  for  grubs.  I  think  we  often  fish  before 
we  study.  We  ought  to  do  the  opposite.  Now  it 
tench  are  plentiful  and  on  the  feed  how  are  we  to 
know  it  and  how  to  locate  them  ? 

I  believe  at  dusk  and  through  the  darkness  to 
dawn  are  the  chief  times  when  they  feed,  and 
their  metihod  of  feeding  freely  is  to  grub  about  the 
roots  of  rushes  for  food.  Being  large  fish  we  ought 
to  be  able  to  take  cognisance  of  this,  and  so  we 
can.  In  shallow  water  they  may  sometimes  be 
seen  with  their  backs  half  out  of  the  water  pushing 
against  the  rushes,  the  effect  being  observable  even 
when  they  are  submerged  by  the  sudden  movement 
of  a  very  jerky,  erratic  nature  noticed  in  the  tops 
along  the  rush  margin.  Here  is  then  the  place 
and  time  to  fish  for  them,  and  how  awkward  the 
place  is  too,  how  rooty  for  tackle. 

Should  the  edge  of  the  pond  on  the  contrary  be 
deep  and  full  of  fine  weed,  as  it  so  often  is,  this 
same  rooting  way  of  feeding  still  goes  on,  with  the 
resulting  effect  of  raising  a  large  number  of  bubbles 
(as  eels  also  do)  composed  of  marsh  gases  set  free 
upon  disturbance  of  the  rotting  vegetable  matter 
at  the  bottom,  and  here  again  if  we  let  down  fine 
tackle  quietly  we  shall  probably  be  able,  to  bag 
some  of  them. 

When  time  and  leisure  allow  it  _is  undoubtedly 
best  to  ground  bait  a  hole  overnight  with  ground 
bait  least  likely  to  be  taken  by  other,  (disturbing) 
fish,  if  there  are  any — such  as  perch  and,  that 
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abomination  to  quiet  ground  baiting,  eels.  At  real 
dawn  and  the  hour  before  we  may  expect  a  few, 
and  when  six  or  seven  o'clock  arrives  we  may  safely 
again  leave  for  home — if  we  are  likely  to  return — 
throwing  a  little  more  ground  bait  in  for  our  next 
dawn's  fishing. 

For  ground  bait  I  prefer  (using  subsequently 
paste)  boiled  potatoes  mashed  up  with  brewers' 
grains  and  clay,  and  sunk  as  balls  into  the  hole. 
Remember  in  ground  baiting  we  wish  to  collect 
only,  not  feed  the  fish — "  and  take  their  appetite 
for  our  bait  away."  Our  subsequent  paste,  one  I 
used  solely  as  a  boy  with  excellent  results,  was 
brown  bread  paste  made  with  sugar  and  filled  with 
pounded  water  mint.  I  used  to  try  lumps  of  every 
conceivable  variety  of  bait,  then  sit  up  there  in 
my  overhead  perch  and  watch  the  result.  They 
invariably  made  for  this  (by  scent  ?)  first. 

I  am  fiilly  aware  that  clear,  large  lob  worms 
form  perhaps  the  best  of  all  bait  (gentles  have  the 
drawback  that  they  are  taken  by  exerj  fish  that 
swims  nearly),  but  then,  as  I  said  before,  we  run 
great  risks  in  being  able  to  fish  quietly  at  all ;  for 
tench  are  carp-like  in  coyness,  and  f  asily  scared  by 
the  drawing  out  of  other  fish.  From  my  post  of 
observation  I  noticed  that  they  invariably  came  from 
the  same  direction,  and  passed  away  in  an  opposite 
direction,  nor  did  they  ever  seem  to  return  or  come 
back  another  way,  just  as  if  they  had  their  regulor 
beaten  track  of  hunting  ground.  I  have  observed 
this  scores  of  times  when  fishing  late  for  pike  bait. 
Although,  like  carp,  shy  they  are  easily  tamed,  and 
through  a  glafs  case  recognise  their  feeder  as 
distinguished  from  a  casual  visitor.  The  same 
applied  to  a  tame  carp  I  once  had. 

The  great  mystery  of  these  rare  large  catches, 
when  the  fish  seem  to  be  all  indiscriminately  upon 
the  feed,  remains  quite  unexplained,  and  resembles 
the  '•  coming  on  of  bream,"  with  a  subsequent  long 
cessation  of  very  active  feeding,  more  or  less  like  a 
boa-conjtrictor,  upon  the  principle  of  one  long 
feed  and  one  long  sleep. 

A  friend  of  mine,  an  ardent  angler  and  well 
known  as  n.  contributor  to  your  readers,  Mr.  R. 
Mason,  of  Grimsby,  once  caught  in  two  days  (suc- 
cessive Saturdays),  with  a  friend,  sixty-one  tench 
(thirty-fi\e  and  twenty- six  respectively  on  the 
two  days)  in  quite  a  small  pond,  perhaps  eighty 
feet  by  one  hundred  feet  across,  but  never  before 
or  sices  had  the  same  luck,  nor  have  more  than  a 
dozen  friends,  including  myself,  in  the  same  spot 
ever  bepn  able  to  get  more  than  one  or  two  at  a 
fishing. 

.\lthough  many  tench  are  caught,  one  rarely 
hears  of  a  large  one  falling  to  the  prowess  of  an 
angler.  There  is  the  old  story  of  that  one  weighing 
lUb.  dug  out  of  a  hole  in  the  bank  of  a  pond  into 
which  it  had  grown  until  it  fitted  it  (and  was  taken 
first  for  an  otter),  with  belly  of  a  splendid  scarlet 
or  •'  char  colour,"  and  subsequently  set  free  ard 
doing  well.*  It  seems  that  being  an  extremely 
s-lupgish  fish,  in  old  age  it  may  be  even  too  much 
trouble  to  move  about  to  get  food,  and  hence 
ri.ally  fine  specimens  are  rarely  caught. 

Towards  autumn  they  bite  even  beautifully  less, 
and  in  winter  become  quite  inert,  and  in  cases,  no 
doubt,  bury  themselves  in  the  mud  and  hibernate 
thus.  I  rhould  much  like,  being  much  interested 
in  this  fish,  to  be  able  to  run  oft'  a  small  pond  con- 
taining them  in  mid-winter  and  see  what  really 
does  become  of  them. 

I'pon  warm  days  they  sometimes  bask  at  the 
top  of  the  water  near  safe  retreats,  just  outside 
large,  dense,  quiet  weed  clumps  and  such  like ; 
their  cousin,  or  half  sister,  the  golden  tench,  does 
this  far  more  so,  or,  being  so  brilliant,  appears  to. 
It  is  by  no  means  a  characteristic,  however,  of  the 
fish,  and  I  have  only  once  observed  it.  I  have 
never  seen  them  rise  to  a  fly  (as  carp  will  playfully 
do  at  times),  or  jump  on  hob  evenings.  Their 
motto  is  contained  in  the  one  word,  "  laziness," 
and  the  perfection  of  it,  too. 

fn  fishing  for  him  fish  fine  but  strong,  remem- 
bering his  weedy  habitat,  and  on  the  bottom.  You 
can  never  be  too  early  or  too  late  ;  let  every  length 
of  cast  and  book  gut  be  tested — for  your  bites  are 
precious,  being  few  and  far  between — the  hook 
flmall,  the  weather  warm,  and  inhen  you  have  got 
him,  cook  him,  enjoy  him,  and  you  will  no  doubt 
try  agair. 


*  The  ger.cral  JenRth  of  a  good  tench  is  twelve  or 
fourteen  inches,  tut  in  Shaw's  Gen.  /ool.,  Vol.  V., 
ft.  1,  p.  214,  they  are  referred  to  as  attaining  two  to 
three  feet  in  length  apd  weighing  up  to  20)b, 


FEESH-WATEK  AQUAEIA.* 
By  thb  Rev.  Gregory  C.  Bathman,  A.K.C. 

{Continued  from  page  364.) 

CHAPTER  YIII.— continued. 

The  Minnow  (Leuciscus  phoxinus)  (Fig.  9.5)  is  a 
beautiful,  hardy,  and,  as  a  schoolboy  would  say, 
"  cheeky  "  little  fish.  Though  Minnows  are  gene- 
rally found  in  clear  and  running  water,  yet  there 
are  no  fish  which  are  more  ready  to  take  kindly  to  a  | 
life  in  confinement  than  they.  They  will  live, 
apparently  happily,  where  one  would  never  expect 


Fro.  0.5.  Minnow  (Leitctscus  phoxinus). 

a  fish  to  exist  at  all.  I  have  known  two  Minnows 
to  live  for  six  weeks  or  two  months  in  a  small 
bottle,  containing  less  than  lialf-a-pint  of  water, 
and  the  surface  of  the  water  exposed  to  the  air  not 
being  more  than  could  be  covered  with  half-a- 
crown.  The  Minnows  did  not  die  even  under  tliese 
circumstances,  but  were  killed  by  a  Water-boatman  ; 
[Notonecta  furcata),  which  lived  in  the  bottle  with  | 
them.  These  fish  will  Uve  almost  equally  well  in 
the  smallest  vessel  worthy  of  the  name  of  an 
aquarium,  or  in  the  largest  tank.  They  can  be 
caught  in  nearly  every  pond,  river,  or  stream.  They 
may  be  taken  in  a  small  hand-net,  which  should  be 
sunk  a  little  way  in  the  water  where  these  fish  are 
seen  swimming  about  in  shoals.  In  the  centre  of 
the  net  a  piece  of  bright  red  braid  or  cloth  should 
have  been  tied.  When  the  Minnows,  urged  by 
their  curiosity,  have  come  in  some  numbers  to 
examine  the  gay  colour,  the  net  ought  to  be  sud- 
denly raised  in  the  air,  and  if  adroitly  done,  it  will 
be  found  to  contain  not  a  few  captives.  Another 
way  to  catch  the  Minnow  in  the  hand-net  is  to  run 
it  along  imder  the  overhangmg  banks  of  the  stream 
or  pond,  or  among  the  weeds  (especially  if  the 
weather  be  cold).  A  glass  fly-catching  bottle  is 
very  useful  for  taking  these  fish,  if  a  ■piece  of  red 
flannel  be  fastened  to  the  inner  end  of  the  cork,  and 
the  opening  of  the  vessel  be  placed  facing  down 
stream.  The  Minnows  seldom  find  their  way  out 
again  when  once  they  have  entered  the  Vjottle. 

Minnows  very  soon  become  tame  enough  to  feed 
from  the  fingers.  They  will  Uve  upon  vermicelli. 
It  is  pleasant  to  see  a  small  shoal  of  these  active 
little  fish  busily  picking  up  their  food  as  it  is  thrown 
to  them  in  the  aquarium.  They  will  also  eat  flies, 
small  worms,  and  pieces  of  meat.    Sometimes  their 


Fio.  !)fl.  Tknoh  (Tinc'.\  vulgaris). 

boldness  and  impudence  cause  them  to  be  quite  a 
nuisance  in  the  tank,  for  when  a  portion  of  food  has 
been  carefully  dropped  in  front  of  some  shy-feeding 
fish,  a  "  cheeky  "  little  Minnow  will  very  likely  dash 
suddenly  forward  and  greedily  devour  that  which 
was  meant  for  his  more  lotiring  companion.  Min- 
nows are  longer-lived  than  most  people  imagine 
them  to  be.  Mr.  Jones,  of  Woolwich,  put  a  few  of 
these  fish  in  the  same  aquarium  with  the  silver  carp 
before  mentioned,  and  thirteen  years  elapsed  before 
the  last  of  them  died. 

In  the  spring-time  the  male  Minnow  becomes 
tinged  with  green  and  red,  and  when  thus  coloured 
it  is  difficult  to  find  a  more  beautiful  Uttle  fish. 
Minnows  spawn  where  the  stream  or  river  has  a 
gravelly  bottom.  The  ova  hatch  in  about  ten  days. 
It  seems  very  wonderful  that  Minnows  should  be  as 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  With 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  OazetlyC  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott  Gill. 


numerous  as  they  arc,  when'^one  considers  how 
many  enemies  they'  have.  Almost  every  fish  will 
at  times  devour  them.  Man  has  also  found  that 
they  make  delicious  food  when  properly  cooked. 
The  body  of  the  Minnow  is  a  little  less  in  depth  than 
the  length  of  its  head.  The  colour  of  the  back  is 
oUve-brown,  the  sides  being  Ughter  in  shade  and 
spotted.  The  colouring,  however,  of  these  fish 
varies  a  good  deal  according  to  the  localities  in 
which  they  are  found.  The  dorsal  fin  is  just  over 
the  space  between  the  ventral  and  anal  fins.  The 
tail  is  somewhat  deeply  forked,  and  there  are  dark 
spots  at  its  base.  This  fish  does  not  often  exceed 
Sin.  in  length. 

Though  the  carp  and  the  minnow  are  so  extremely 
hardy,  I  believe  the  Tench  (Tinm  vulr/aris)  (Fig.  96) 
is  hardier  than  either.  It  will  live  for  a  very  long 
time  out  of  water  ;  in  fact,  it  is  said  that  when  this 
fish  has  been  brought  to  the  market,  and  has  failed 
there  to  obtain  a  purchaser,  it  has  been  taken  back 
again  and  returned  to  the  water  whence  it  came. 
Tench  aie  sometimes  found  in  rivers,  but  more  fre- 
quently in  weedy  and  muddy  ponds,  and  often  in 
the  pits  of  disused  brickfields.  The  muddier  the 
water,  the  better  the  flavour  of  the  fish.  The 
habits  of  the  Tench  are  very  like  those  of  the  carp- 
both  fish  growing  larger  and  increasing  more  quickly 
in  stagnant  water  than  in  running,  and  both  getting 
during  some  portion  of  the  \vinter  as  far  into  the 
mud  at  the  bottom  of  the  water  in  which  thev  live 
as  possible.  The  Tench  has  often  been  called  the 
"  physician  fish,"  from  the  idea  that  it  has  the 
power,  by  means  of  the  sliminess  of  its  skin,  of 
curing  the  diseases  of  all  other  fish.  And  it  has 
been  said  that  the  pike,  out  of  gratitude  to  the 
Tench  for  his  skill  in  heahng,  will  refrain  from 
devouring  him.  Gratitude  is  so  rare  that  one  would 
be  glad  to  discover  it  even  in  a  fish  ;  but  we  do  not 
really  find  it  there,  at  least  so  far  as  the  pike  is  con- 
cerned, for  that  "  fresh-water  shark,"  notwith- 
standing his  reputation  of  being  possessed  of  the 
"  grace  of  courtesy,"  will  not  hesitate,  if  pressed  by 
hunger,  to  make  a  dinner  of  his  "  kind  physician."- 
The  other  day,  in  an  aquarium  of  mine,  a  pike  took 
not  his  medicine,  but  his  "  doctor."-  In  the  Tench's 
power  of  healing  himself  and  other  fish  I  do  not  for 
a  moment  believe.  It  was  only  the  other  day  that 
a  Gibel  carp  was  sent  to  me,  and  was  placed  in  the 
same  tank  with  three  Tench.  Now,  had  these  fish 
their  reputed  gift  of  healing.  I  do  not  understand 
how  it  was  that  they  did  not  prevent  their  new  com- 
panion from  showing  signs  of  fungus,  which  it  did 
shortly  after  its  arrival.  As  Tench  dehght  in  stag- 
nant water,  they  are  very  well  suited  to  a  Ufe  in  the 
aquarium.  Their  natural  food  consists  of  larvae  of 
insects,  worms,  and  the  tender  shoots  of  some  water 
plants.  In  confinement  they  will  Uve 
upon  vermicelU,  to  which  should  be 
added  a  Uttle  animal  foodoccasionally. 

The  Golden  Tench,  or  Golden  Schlei 
(Tiyica  aurata),  a  variety  of  the  com- 
mon tench,  is  a  very  handsome  fish, 
and  a  great  acquisition  to  an  aqua- 
rium. It  originally  came  to  this 
country,  I  think,  from  the  Conti- 
nent, and  now  it  is  quite  accUmatised 
in  England.  It  is  "  of  a  most  lovely 
yellow  colour  mixed  with  the  gleam 
of  gold." 

Tench,  either  the  golden  or  the 
common,  will  increase  very  rapidly 
in  suitable  ponds.  Two  males  should 
be  allowed  to  each  female.  The 
males  are  distmguished  from  the 
females  by  the  large  size  of  their  ventral  fins. 
The  mouth  of  the  Tench  is  blunt,  very  leathery, 
toothless,  and  possesses  a  small  barbel  at  each 
corner.  The  scales  are  very  small,  and  are 
covered  with  a  thick  mucus.  The  dorsal  fin  is 
just  opposite  the  ventral  fin.  The  former  and 
the  anal  fin  are  without  bony  rays.  The  tail  fin 
varies  in  form  according  to  the  age  of  the  fish,  being 
at  first  concave,  then  truncate,  and  finally  convex. 
The  colour  of  the  Tench,  which  is  reaUy  very  beauti- 
ful when  closely  examined,  is  difficult  to  describe. 
Perhaps  the  most  a])proximate  description  is  dark 
green  and  golden.  The  hps  are  flesh  coloured,  and 
the  fins  darker  than  the  body.  The  Tench 
does  not  often  exceed  61b.  in  weight,  or  18in.  in 
length. 

Both  the  Common  and  the  Golden  Tench 
may  be  readily  bought  in  London — the  former, 
when  small,  for  about  4d.  each,  and  the  latter  for 
about  2s. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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FISHING  AND  SHOOTING."* 


Me.  John  Murray  has  very  kindly  lent  us  one 
of  the  illustrations  from  "Fishing  and  Shooting" 
by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,  M.P.  It  is  a  reproduction 
of  one  of  the  quaint  engravings  of  "  Trout  Fishing," 
pubUshed  about  eighty  or  one  hundred  years  ago. 
One  of  the  great  attractions  of  the  book  is  the 
series  of  photogravures  from  drawings  by  Archibald 
Thorburn.  An  author  should  never  apologise  for 
writing  a  book,  because  if  it  does  not  require  an 
apology  it  is  unnecessary,  and  if  it  does  it  is  best  to 
let  other  people  find  it  out ;  certainly  Mr.  Buxton 
did  not  need  to  make  excuses  for  giving  us  such  a 
veiy  pleasant  book  about  sport  with  rod  and  gun 
as  this  ;  it  would  be  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
libi'ary  if  for  nothing  more  than  for  the  I'eproduc- 
tions  of  old  pic^turcs  of  .shooting  and  fishing  scenes, 
and  foi'  the  always  excellent  modern  work  of  Mr. 
Thorbitrn.  Dedicated  to  that  keen  and  clevei' 
angler.  Sir  Edward  Grey,  the  first  half  of  the  book 


not  so  weH'aequainted  with.  As  he  is  an  influential 
member  of  Parliament  we  are  very  glad  to  see  that 
he  recognises  that  something  should  be  done  to 
airest  the  detei'ioration  of  our  salmon  fisheries. 
The  chapters  on  shooting  include  "  Grouse  Driving 
and  Walking";  "Partridge  Driving";  "Covert 
Shooting  "  ;  "  The  Art  of  Shooting-Flying"  ;  "  How 
to  Hit  a  Haystack,";  "  How  not  to  do  it,"  etc.  To 
many  the  space  devoted  to  old-time  sport  will  be 
most  interesting.  Some  of  the  old  pictures  of 
sport  are  most  curious  and  comical,  though  there 
is  not  a  ghost  of  a  doubt  our  forefathers  enjoyed 
their  sport  with  I'od  and  gun  to  the  full  as  much  as 
we  do  with  our  modern  appliances.  Mr.  Buxton's 
instructions  in  shooting  strike  us  as  admirable,  the 
simplest,  and  best  we  know  ;  he  does  not  care  for 
the  single-trigger  double  barrel  gun.  for  the  reason 
that  he  is  inclined  to  fire  his  second  barrel  too 
quickly  as  it  is.  Theie  is  a  good  index,  and  alto- 
gether we  are  not  Hkely  to  see  a  better  l)()()k  on 
sport  than  this  for  some  time. 


Trottt  Fishing  Earlv 


s  devoted  to  anghng,  and  the  rest  to  shooting. 
We  entirely  agree  with  our  author  that  "  no  com- 
paiison  should  be  made  between  dry-fly  fishing  for 
trout  and  fly-fishing  for  salmon.  No  comparison 
is  possible  where  things  do  not  compete.  Each  is 
perfect  in  its  own  delightful  way."  We  should  go 
farther,  and  say  that  to  compare  fishing  with 
8hf)oting,  to  prove  that  one  is  better  sport  than 
the  other,  is  quite  a  mistake.  Mr.  Buxton  gives  us 
some  most  entertaining  chapters  on  "  The  Fascina- 
tion of  Fishing  "  ;  "  Fly  Fishing  anrf  Fly  Fishing  "  ; 
"  Chalk  Stream  and  J)ry  Fly  "  ;  "  Salmon  Fishing," 
etc.,  and  although  we  cannot  say  that  there  is 
much  new  information,  it  is  none  the  less  welcome. 
We  quite  agree  with  his  remark  that  the  famous 
"  local  "  fly  is  as  a  rule  rated  much  beyond  its 
deserts,  and  generally  find  that  we  can  kill  better 
with  some  pattern  which  the  trout  or  salmon  are 


*  "  FiHliiiig  and  Shooting,"  by  ^Sydney  Buxton, 
,M.I'.,  j^with  many  iiluHtrations,  London:  John 
MiuTay. 
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A  NOVEMBER  DAY  ON  THE 
COSTA. 

Most  anglers  who  have  cast  their  lines  on  the 
crystal  waters  of  the  Costa  are  acquainted  with  that 
comfortable  hostehy,  the  White  Swan,  at  Pickering, 
and  I  was  very  pleased  to  hear  from  ray  old  angling 
friend,  Herbert  Hunt,  that  he  had  taken  the  house, 
and  would  be  delighted  if  I  would  pay  him  a  visit. 
All  that  I  was  waiting  for  was  the  first  frost,  which 
came  at  last,  and  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  18  three 
of  us  started  from  Leeds  en  route  for  Pickering.  My 
companions  were  W.  G.  R.  (best  of  good  fellows) 
and  B.,  who,  having  had  no  experience  of  grayling 
fishing,  went  with  us  as  a  "  looker-on." 

The  Costa  is  the  nearest  approach  to  a  south- 
country  chalk  stream  that  I  know  of  in  Yorkshire, 
a  contrast  indeed  to  the  rocky,  well-wooded  rivers 
Yore,  Wharfe,  and  Swale,  springing  direct  fi'om 
the  ground  in  fairly  large  volume  at  Keld  Head, 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  west  of  Pickering;  it 
runs  a  courseHof  nine  and  a-half  miles  through  a  flat. 


unuiteresting  country,  until  it  enters  the  Rye  at 
Howe  Bridge,  some  three  and  a-half  miles  from 
Malton,  renowned  for  its  trainint;  stables.  Owing 
to  the  great  depth  of  its  source  the  temperature  of 
the  water  never  gets  below  37  degrees,  and  therefore 
never  freezes.  The  bed  of  the  stream  consists  of 
loam,  with  occasional  beds  of  bright  clean  gravel. 
Aquatic  growth  is  most  luxuriant,  and  crustacean 
food  very  abundant.  The  upper  portion  is  chiefly 
tenanted  by  trout  and  grayling,  of  which  the  latter 
preponderate,  thriving  well  owing  to  the  favourable 
conditions.  It  is  one  of  the  few  streams  in  York- 
shire upon  which  there  is  a  really  good  rise  of  the 
Green  Diake.  and  during  that  brief  season  the  trout 
fishing  is  first-rate.  The  river  watcher,  Metcalfe, 
informed  me  that  this  yeai-  two  trout  were  landed 
weighing  a  little  over  .3Jlb.  each.  Some  years  ago 
a  magnificent  fish  was  caught  with  a  pike  bait 
which  scaled  Sill).,  but,  needless  to  say,  such  speci- 
mens are  very  rare.  On  the  upper  poition  only 
artificial  fly  is  allowed,  but  afU-r  ()ctol)er,  from 
Black  Syke,  about  one  and  a-half  miles  below  it.s 
source,  worm  fishing  is  allowed  for  grayling. 
Formeily  this  fish  could  be  taken  any  size,  but  this 
season  a  limit  of  lOin.  has  been  fixed. 

It  was  eight  o'clock  when  we  reached  our  destina- 
tion, and  shortly  afterwards  wc  were  enjoying  an 
excellent  repast  thoughtfully  provided  for  us  by  our 
host,  who  gave  us  a  hearty  welcome,  and  after  that 
we  spent  one  of  those  convivial  evenings  which  are 
customary  when  there  is  a  gathering  of  angleis. 
Mr.  Peter  Smith,  the  Yorkshire  representative  of 
Buchanan's,  of  "  Black  and  white  Label  "  fame, 
was  staying  in  the  house,  and  having  been  an 
enthusiastic  angler  on  the  Scotch  rivers  since  the 
days  of  his  youth,  he  related  to  us  many  incidents 
which  had  come  under  his  notice  on  the  Spcy,  Tweed, 
and  other  north-country  streams.  Our  host  also 
waxed  voluble  under  the  soothing  influence  of  the 
aforesaid  "  Black  and  white,"  and  told  us  about  a 
grayling  which  he  had  "  spotted  "  at  the  tail-end 
of  the  millpool,  which  he  declared  would  weigh  fully 
41b.  Now,  1  have  seen  a  three-pounder  taken  from 
the  Costa,  and  have  caught  them  myself  up  to  21b.. 
but.  shade  of  Izaak,  fancy  a  four-pounder !  I 
gently  remonstrated,  but  Hunt  stuck  to  his  guns, 
and  I  was  obliged  to  let  him  have  his  own  way  for 
the  sake  of  peace  and  quietness.  In  the  end  he 
said  that  he  hoped  to  send  it  to  me  for  preservation 
before  the  close  of  the  season.  I  replied  that  I 
hoped  he  would,  but  still  had  "  ma  doots."  It  was 
sometime  during  the  "  wee  sma'  hours  ayant  the 
twal'  "  when  the  symposium  concluded  ;  whereupon 
we  took  up  our  respective  candlesticks,  ordered 
breakfast  for  8.15  sharp,  and  then,  as  good  old 
Pepys  has  it,  to  bed. 

I  was  the  first  down  in  the  morning  and  des-, 
patched  the  maid  to  tell  the  other  two  that  break- 
fast was  waiting  ;  consequently  they  soon  made 
their  appearance,  and  at  nine  o'clock  the  convey- 
ance was  waiting  at  the  door  to  take  us  to  the  river. 
At  this  juncture,  however,  Hunt  appeared  on  the 
scene,  and  would  insist  on  us  inspecting  his  domain  ; 
so,  after  seeing  as  many  horses  and  vehicles  of  all 
kinds  as  would  set  up  a  livery  stable,  we  at  last 
made  a  start.  We  decided  to  divide  into  two 
parties.  B.  was  to  accompany  me,  commencing  at 
Black  Syke,  W.  G.  R.  to  journey  some  two  miles 
further  down-stream,  and  the  driver  was  ordered  to 
meet  us  at  Kirby  Misperton  Bridge  at  4.30  p.m. 
When  we  reached  the  river  we  found  it  clear  as 
crystal,  but  ruffled  by  a  keen  north-east  wind, 
which  was  the  reverse  of  being  agreeable.  As  we 
walked  along  the  bank  to  our  starting-point  we 
could  see  large  grayling  flitting  about  and  making 
great  waves  in  the  water  on  our  approach.  It  was 
very  evident  that  "  fine  and  far  off  "  would  have  to 
be  the  watchword  if  any  fish  were  to  be  caught. 

I  should  here  say  that  a  short  rod  is  of  no  use  on 
the  Costa  ;  therefore  I  had  brought  a  12ft.  one, 
while  a  Nottingham  reel,  fine  plaited  silk  line  and  a 
4  by  3  yard  gut  east  with  a  small  Pennell  worm  tackle 
attached,  completed  my  outfit — stay,  there  was  a 
single  shot  fixed  lOin.  above  the  bait,  and  a  tiny 
cork  float  the  size  of  a  marble.  As  soon  as  I  com- 
menced work  I  at  once  saw  that  if  the  wind  con- 
tinued it  was  going  to  be  a  day  of  difficulties  and 
entanglements,  and  so  even  it  proved.  Owing  to 
the  thick  beds  of  weeds  the  operation  of  "  swim- 
ming "  a  worm  on  the  Costa  is  a  work  of  art,  and  as 
you  must  stoop  down,  and  often  even  kneel,  to  get 
near  your  fish,  you  cannot  always  see  what  you  are 
doing,  and  you'get^fast  in  the  weeds. 

I  was  not  long  before  I  hooked  a  nice  fish,  which 
retired  at_,the  sight  of  the  landing-net,  but  immc- 
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BURBERRYS 


WARM  WITHOUT  WEIGHT.    PROOF  WITHOUT  HEAT. 

It  is  impossible  to  speali  too  higtily  of  ttie 
advantages  of  tfie  SLIP-ON,  its  weatlier-proof 
qualities  are  incontestable.  It  will  keep  out 
drenching  and  continuous  rain  without  adding 
the  slightest  unnatural  heat. 

May  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest  weather 
with  equal  comfort.  Formed  to  obviate  the 
possibility  of  any  tie  or  drag,  the  fitting  Is 
equally  good  with  or  without  undercoat. 

"  A  year  or  two  ago  you  supplied  me  with  a  Slip-on 
Gabardine,  the  most  perfect  and  most  waterproof 
shooting  and  fishiner  coat  I  have  had." — 

B.  W.  GOTHAM,  Springfield,  Prescot. 

"  I  have  been  well  satisfied  with  the  coat,  and  have 
worn  it  in  jungle  through  the  heaviest  downpours  (and 
I  can  tell  you  it  does  rain  here)  without  getting  wet 
underneath  either  by  rain  or  perspiration." — 
C.  F.  S.  BAKER, 

17/12/01  Man  Kulam,  Ceylon. 

*'  The  day  turned  out  the  wettest  it  has  been  my  lot  to 
be  out  on.    I  remained  quite  dry." 

R.  H.  BENSOX,  Walton,  Wakefield. 
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30&31,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON; 
AND  BASINGSTOKE. 


THE   CHESS  RIVER  TROUT  FARM. 


BROWN  TROUT  &  RAINBOW  TROUT. 

ALL  SIZES  CAN  NOW  BE  DESPATCHED. 
For  Prices  and  advice,  apply  to  A.  R.  PEART,  CHORLEY  WOOD,  HERTS, 

TROUT. 

stock  your  Rivers  an.fl  Streams  with  pure  Itchen  River  Trout, 
Tour  Lakes  and  Ponds  with  Loch  Leven  and  Rainhows. 

PRICES  ON   APPLICATION  TO 

MANAGER,  Itchen  River  Trout  Breeding  Establishment, 

P.  D.  MALLOOH, 

High=Class  Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 


One  of  the  Lavffest  and  moftt  complete 

FIRST-CLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  (iveat  JtriUiin. 
Ten    Gold    stncl    Px>izei    IVIeda.ls  Awarded. 


Telegrams-"  MALLOCH,  PERTH."  Telephone— No.  31. 

lit xstrat^d  Price  JAsi  f'rfe  on  appHea,fion. 


Stock  Your  Lakes  .  . 

With  RAINBOW  TROUT 

And  Your  Rivers  .  . 


With     BROWN  TROUT 

Consult  a  Practical  Man  before  Stocking  with  either. 

Form  Lakes  and  Ponds 


WHEREVER  THE  WATER  SUPPLY  IS  SUFFICIENT, 

AND  REDDS  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THEM. 

Consult  a  Practical  Man  before  Forming  either. 


TROUT  FARMING 

ON  MOST  MODERN  AND  THOROUGHLY  PRACTICAL  LINES. 


WRITE  OR  VISIT 

MR.  EDGAR  VALENTINE  GORRIE 

The  River  Itchen  Trout  Breeding  Establishment, 
WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 
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diately  after  I  hooked  another  one,  which  B.  netted 
in  first-rate  style.  "  This'looks  Hke  a  good  day."  I 
remarked  as  I  re-baited  my  hook.  The  wind  in- 
creased, and  in  some  places  it  was  impossible  to 
throw  the  delicate  tackle  against  it.  In  addition, 
every  now  and  then  the  sun  shone  out  so  brightly 
that  I  could  scarcely  see  my  float. 

At  last  we  came  to  a  bend  in  the  river,  flanked 
with  tall  reeds  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  as  I  knew 
from  past  experiences  that  it  was  tenanted  by  some 
goodly  grayling,  I  waited  until  the  sun  was  tem- 
porarily obscured  by  a  passing  cloud  and  then 
fished  it  for  close  on  half  an  hour  for  all  I  was  worth, 
the  result  being,  much  to  my  astonishment,  a  per- 
fect blank.  A  hundred  yards  lower  down,  liowever. 
I  landed  a  pounder,  and  lost  one  larger  still.  I  soon 
found  out  that  the  only  places  in  which  I  could 
catch  fish  was  whei'e  a  bright  patch  of  giavel 
gradually  deepened  into  a  hole,  and  in  such  spots 
I  kept  getting  a  fish  or  losing  one,  besides  returning 
others  just  below  the  lOin.  limit.  And  so  the  short 
November  day  wore  on.  The  -wind,  instead  of  de- 
creasing, rather  increased  in  force.  B.,  not  having 
the  exercise  even  of  wielding  a  rod,  kept  himself 
warm  by  sprinting  around  the  fields,  but  I  toiled 
steadily  on.  hoping  that  eventually  the  fish  would 
come  well  on  the  feed,  as  I  had  often  known  them 
do  ;  but  it  was  a  forlorn  hope,  and  about  3.30  the 
light  began  to  fade  and  rendered  my  operations 
more  difficult  still.  Metcalfe,  the  river  watcher,  now- 
appeared  on  the  scene,  and  from  our  conversation 
he  seemed  to  think  the  same  as  I  did,  namely,  that 
the  grayling  had  decreased  both  in  size  and  numbers 
since  my  last  visit  some  five  or  six  years  ago.  On 
that  occasion  I  killed  thirty  grayling  weighing  201b.. 
but  there  was  now  no  chance  of  repeating  the  feat. 
"  Where  would  you  try  now,  Metcalfe?  "  I  queried. 
"  Well,  sir,"  was  his  reply,  "  I  would  try  yon  corner, 
and  then  at  the  mouth  of  the  Pickering  Beck>  and  if 
you  get  none  there  you  can  shut  up  for  the  day." 

"  Yon  corner  "  produced  another  pounder,  but 
the  rest  was  a  blank,  and  when  we  reached  Kirby 
Misperton  Bridge  we  found  W.  G.  E.  and  the  trap 
awaiting  our  arrival.  He  had  done  nothing  except 
losing  fish,  and  my  total  was  only  eight,  so  that,  on 
the  whole,  it  was  a  day  of  disappointment.  There 
was  a  real  good  dinner,  howevei',  awaiting  us  on  our 
arrival  at  the  White  Swan  ;  needless  to  say,  we  did 
ample  justice  to  it.  One  final  drink  and  a  cigar  to 
consummate  digestion,  and  then  we  bid  our  host 
and  his  daughter  farewell,  and  10  o'clock  saw  us 
back  in  the  busy  streets  of  Leeds,  well  pleased  with 
our  outing.  Halcyon. 


FISHING  IN  THE  EGYPTIAN  SOUDAN. 


Whbre  is  the  Atbara?  Take  down  5  our  map  of 
Africa,  find  the  Nile,  and  follow  it  with  your  finger, 
past  Cairo,  Luxtor,  Karnak,  the  Lower  Cataract, 
Philfp,  Korosko  and  Berber,  till  you  corne,  about 
twenty-five  miles  above  the  latter,  to  what,  in  the  dry 
season,  from  about  Oct.  1  to  June  1,  is  an  arid  bed  of 
sand,  Ijing  white  and  blistering  in  the  torrid  heat, 
but  during  the  other  four  months  of  the  year  is  a 
rushing  torrent  of  chocolate-coloured  mud,  brought 
from  the  Abyssinian  Alps,  six  hundred  miles  away. 
Thick  as  pea  soup,  it  well  deserves,  at  this  time,  the 
name  given  it  by  the  Arabs,  "  Bahr  el  Aswat,"  or 
"  Black  River."  Not  entirely  waterless  is  it,  however, 
even  in  the  dry  season,  for,  all  along  its  length,  where 
the  river  bed  has  been  hollowed  out,  are  found  pools, 
some  of  which  are  five  miles  long  by  two  hundred 
yards  wide  and  fifty  feet  deep.  In  these  pools  lurk 
crocodiles  and  hippopotami,  and  to  them,  from  the 
neighbouring  desert  and  mimosa  groves,  come  the 
thirsty  elephant,  the  lion,  wild  ass,  rhinoceros,  buffalo, 
giraffe  and  antelope  of  various  kinds.  They  are  full, 
too,  of  huge  turtles  and  strange  fish,  gamy  and  fierce, 
who  will  make  the  angler's  nerve  thrill  in  the  wild 
fight  for  life  and  liberty. 

Let  us  "go  a-fishing"  here— you  and  I  and  Sir 
Samuel  Baker,  that  plucky  Englishman  who,  with 
his  no  less  plucky  wife,  is  known  to  and  loved  by  all 
the  wild  Hamran  Arabs,  Tokroori  negroes  and  Basr 
savages  of  the  land.  Let  us  stand  and  watoh  him  as, 
at  one  of  these  pools  two  hundred  miles  from  the 
mouth,  he  prepares  himself  for  the  sport.  No  four- 
ounce  fty-rods  and  single  gut  will  do  here.  His 
"  pole  "  is  a  stout  bamboo,  twenty  feet  in  length,  out 
from  the  banks  of  the  stream.  To  the  tip  is  firmly 
lashed  a  half-inch  brass  ring  taken  from  his  game-bag, 
and  bis  huge  reel  holds  two  hundred  yards  of  stout 
line,  to  which  is  fastened  by  a  yard  of  coarse  gimp  his 
largest-sized  salmon  hook.  But  we  will  let  him  tell 
the  tale  in  hla  own  words,  for  it  would  be  hard  to  say 
whether  he  handles  the  pen,  the  rod,  or  the  gun  the 
best. 

"  In  the  afternoon  I  arranged  my  tackle  and  strolled 


down  to  the  pool  to  fish.  There  was  a  difficulty  in 
procuring  bait ;  a  worm  wa«  never  heard  of  in  the 
burni"g  deserts  of  Nubia,  neither  bad  I  a  net  to  catch 
small  fish.  I  was  therefore  obliged  to  bait  with  pieces 
of  hippopotamus."  ^Imasine  catching  a  hippopotnmus 
for  fish  bait !)  "Fishing  in  such  a  pool  as  tbi'^  of  the 
Atbara  was  sufficiently  pxciting,  as  it  was  impossible 
to  conjecture  what  creature  might  accept  the  invita- 
tion ;  but  the  Arabs  who  accompanied  me  were  par- 
ticular in  guarding  me  against  the  position  I  had 
taken  under  a  willow  bush  close  to  the  water,  ai  they 
explained  that  most  probably  a  crocodile  would  take 
mo  instead  of  the  bait.  I  accordingly  fished  at  a  few 
feet  distant  from  the  margin,  and  presently  I  had  a 
bite.  1  landed  a  specifs  of  perch  about  two  pounds 
weight ;  this  was  the  boulti,  one  of  the  best  Nile  fish 
mfintioned  bv  Bruce.  In  a  short  time  I  had  a 
respectable  dish  of  fish  ;  but  hitherto  no  monster  had 
paid  even  the  slightest  attention.  Accordingly  I 
changed  mv  bait,  and  upon  a  powerful  hook  fitted 
upon  treble-twisted  wire,  I  fastened  an  enticing  strip 
of  a  boulti.  The  bait  was  about  four  ounces,  and 
sHstened  like  silver.  The  water  was  tolerably  clear, 
but  not  too  bright,  and  with  such  an  attraction  I 
expected  something  heavy. 

"  Mv  float  was  a  larse-sized  pike  float  for  live  bait, 
and  this  civilised  sign  had  been  only  a  few  minutes  in 
tbe  wild  waters  of  the  Atbara  when  bob  !  and  away  it 
went.  I  had  a  very  large  reel,  with  nearly  three 
hundred  yards  of  line  that  had  been  specially  made 
for  monsters  ;  down  went  the  top  of  mv  rod,  as  though 
a  grindstone  was  suspended  on  it,  and,  as  I  recovpred 
its  position,  away  went  the  line,  and  the  reel  revolved, 
not  with  the  sudden  dash  of  a  spirited  fish,  but  with 
the  steady,  determined  pull  of  a  trotting  horse.  What 
on  earth  have  I  got  hold  of?  In  a  few  minutes  about 
a  hundred  yards  of  line  were  out,  and  as  the  creature 
was  slowly  but  steadily  travelling  down  the  centre  of 
the  channel,  I  determined  to  cry  'halt!'  if  possible, 
as  mv  tackle  was  extremely  stout  and  my  rod  a  single 
bamboo. 

"  Accordingly  I  put  on  a  powerful  strain,  which  was 
replied  to  by  a  sullen  tug,  a  shake,  and  again  my  rod 
was  pulled  suddenly  down  to  the  water's  edge.  At 
length,  after  the  roughest  handling,  I  began  to  reel  in 
slack  line,  as  my  unknown  friend  had  doubled  in  on 
mo ;  and  upon  once  more  putting  pressure  upon  him 
or  her,  as  it  might  be,  I  perceived  a  great  swirl  in  the 
water,  about  twenty  yards  from  the  rod.  The  tackle 
would  bear  anvthing,  and  I  strained  so  heavily  upon 
my  adversary,  that  I  soon  reduced  the  distance  :  but 
the  water  was  very  deep,  the  bank  precipitous,  and  he 
was  still  invisible. 

"  At  length,  after  much  tugging  and  counter  tugging, 
he  began  to  show  ;  eagerly  I  gazed  into  the  water,  to 
examine  mv  new  acquaintance,  when  I  made  out 
something  below  in  shape  between  a  coach  wheel  and 
a  sponging  bath ;  in  a  few  moments  more  I  brought 
to  the  surf>!ce,  securely  hooked,  a  monstrous  turtle! 
I  felt  like  the  old  lady  who  won  an  elephant  in  the 
lottery  ;  that  I  had  him  wos  certain,  but  what  was  I 
to  do  with  mv  prize  ?  It  was  at  least  a  1001b.  weight, 
and  the  bank  was  steep  and  covered  with  b^s^es; 
thus  it  was  impossible  to  land  the  monster,  that  now 
tugged  and  dived  with  the  determination  of  the  grind- 
stone that  his  fir-*^  pull  had  suggested. 

"  Once  I  attempted  the  gaff,  but  the  trusty  weapon 
that  had  landed  many  a  fish  in  Scotland  broke  in  the 
hard  shell  of  the  turtle,  and  I  was  helpless.  My 
Arab  now  came  to  my  assistance  and  terminated  the 
struggle.  Seizing  the  line  with  both  hands,  utterly 
regardless  of  all  remonstrances  (which,  being  in 
English,  he  did  not  understand),  be  quickly  hauled 
our  friend  to  the  surface,  and  held  him,  struggling 
and  gnashing  bis  jaws,  under  the  steep  bank.  In  a 
few  moments  the  line  slackened,  and  the  turtle  dis- 
appeared The  fight  was  over!  The  sharp  horny 
jaws  had  bitten  through  treble-twisted  brass  wire  as 
clean  as  though  cut  by  shears.  My  visions  of  turtle 
soup  had  faded." 

But  "  fortune  favours  the  brave,"  so  let  us  try  our 
luck  with  him  again,  but  this  time  at  the  close  of  the 
rainy  season,  when  the  river  is  rapidly  receding  to  its 
former  state  of  dryness.  We  are  camped  at  the 
junction  of  the  Atbara  with  the  Till,  a  small  stream 
whose  waters  are  falling  fast  At  the  mouth  of  the 
Till  are  huge  boulders,  past  which  the  swift  current 
foams  and  eddies.  A  "pot  hole"  in  the  rooks  at  the 
water's  edge  has  been  emptied  of  sand  and  pebbles, 
and  filled  by  our  Arab  gamins  with  fresh  water  and 
live  bait  caught  in  a  pool  in  the  Till,  and  we  are  ready 
for  the  sport. 

"I  chose  a  little  fellow  about  four  inches  long  to 
begin  with,  and  delicately  inserted  the  hook  under  the 
back  fin.  Gently  dropping  my  alluring  and  lively 
little  friend  in  a  deep  channel  between  the  rocks  and 
the  mouth  of  the  Till,  I  watched  my  large  float  with 
great  intereRt,  ss,  carried  by  the  stream,  it  swept  past 
the  corner  of  a  large  rock  into  the  open  river ;  that 
corner  was  Hie  very  place  where,  if  I  had  been  a  big 
fish,  I  should  hav  concealed  mvself  for  a  sudden  rush 
upon  an  unwary  youngster.  The  large  green  ftnat 
sailcl  leisurely  along,  simply  indicating,  by  its  uneasy 
movement,  that  the  bait  was  playing;  and  now  it 


])as'ed  the  point  of  the  rock  and  hurried  round  the 
corner  in  the  sharper  current  towards  the  open  river 
Off  it  went!  Down  dipped  the  tip  of  the  rod,  with  a 
rush  so  sudden  that  the  line  caught  somewhere  and 
broke  ! 

"'Well,  that  was  a  monster!'  I  exnlaimed,  ss  I 
recovered  the  inglorious  line;  fortunately  the  float 
was  not  lost,  as  the  hooka  bad  been  carried  awav  at 
the  fnatening  to  tbe  main  line;  a  few  yards  of  this  1 
cut  off.  as  it  had  partially  lost  its  strength  from 
frequent  use. 

"  I  replaced  the  hooks  bv  a  little  larger  set,  with 
the  stoutest  'gimp  and  swivels,  and  once  more  1 
tried  my  fortune  with  a  bait  exactly  resembling  the 
first.  In  a  short  time  I  had  a  brisk  run,  and  quickly 
landed  a  fish  of  about  121b. ;  this  was  a  ppecies  known 
to  the  Arabs  an  the  '  bavard  '  :  it  has  a  bl9cki=b  green 
back,  the  brightest  silver  sides  and  belly,  with  very 
peculiar  ba^k  fins,  that  nearest  the  t»il  being  a  simple 
piece  of  flesh  free  from  rays.  This  fish  has  four  long 
barbules  in  tbe  upper  jaw,  and  two  in  the  lower  1 
have  frequently  seen  the  'bayard'  of  60Ib.  or  YOlb. 
weight,  therefore  I  was  not  proud  of  my  catch,  and  re- 
commenced fishing.  .  .  .  I  chooe  from  my  aquarium  a 
fish  of  about  Jib. ;  I  dropped  this  in  the  river  about 
twenty  yards  above  the  mouth  of  the  Till,  and 
allowed  it  to  swim  naturally  down  the  stream,  so  ao  to 
pass  across  the  Till  junction  and  descend  the  deep 
channel  between  the  rocks.  For  about  ten  minutes  I 
had  no  run  ;  I  had  twice  tried  the  same  water  without 
success;  nothing  would  admire  my  charming  bait; 
when,  just  as  it  had  reached  the  favourite  turnin;; 
point  at  the  extremity  of  the  rock,  away  dsshed  the 
line,  with  the  tremendous  rush  that  follows  the 
attack  of  a  mighty  fish.  Trusting  to  the  soundness  of 
my  tackle,  I  struck  hard,  and  fastened  my  n^w 
acquaintance  thoroughly,  but  off  he  dashed  down 
the  stream  for  about  fifty  yards  at  one  rush,  making 
for  a  narrow  channel  between  two  rocks,  through 
which  the  stream  ran  like  a  mill  race.  Should  he 
pass  this  channel,  I  knew  he  would  cut  the  line  across 
the  rock ;  therefore,  giving  him  the  butt,  I  held  him 
by  main  force,  and  by  the  great  swirl  in  the  water  I 
knew  I  was  bringing  him  to  the  surface ;  but  just  as 
I  expected  to  see  him,  my  float  having  already 
appeared,  away  be  darted  in  another  direction,  taking 
a  hundred  yards  of  line  without  a  check.  I  at  once 
observed  that  he  must  i)ass  a  shallow  sand  bank, 
favourable  for  lauding  a  heavy  fish ;  I  therefore 
checked  him  as  he  reached  this  spot,  and  followed 
him  down  the  bank,  reeling  up  line  as  I  ran 
parallel  to  his  course.  Now  came  the  tug  of 
war !  I  knew  my  hooks  were  good  and  my  line 
sound,  therefore  i  was  determined  not  to  let  him 
escape  beyond  the  favourable  ground  :  so  I  put  a  strain 
upon  him  that  after  much  struggling  brought  to  the 
surface  a  great  shovel  he^d,  followed  by  a  pair  of  broad 
silvery  sides,  as  I  led  him  gradually  to  shallow  water. 
Bacheet  now  cleverly  secured  him  by  the  gills,  and 
dragged  him  ashore.  He  was  a  splendid  'bayard'  of 
at  least  401b.  weight.  I  laid  my  prize  upon  some  green 
reeds,  and  covered  it  carefully  with  the  same  cool 
material.  ...  I  put  on  a  large  bait  and  threw  it 
about  forty  yards  up  stream,  and  allowed  the  float  to 
sweep  the  water  in  a  half  circle,  thus  taking  the 
chances  of  .'different  distances  from  the  shore.  For 
about  half-an-hour  nothing  moved.  I  was  just  pre- 
paring to  change  my  position  when  out  rushed  my 
line,  and  striking  hard  I  believed  I  had  fixed  the  old 
gentleman  himself,  for  I  had  no  control  over  him 
whatever  ;  holding  him  was  out  of  the  question.  The 
line  flew  through  my  hands,  cutting  them  till  the 
blood  flowed,  and  I  was  obliged  to  let  the  fish  take 
his  own  way.  This  he  did  for  about  eighty  yards, 
when  he  suddenly  stopped.  This  unexpected  halt  was 
a  great  calamity,  for  the  reel  overran  itself,  having  no 
drag,  and  the  slack  of  the  line  caught  the  handle  just 
as  he  rushed  forward  again,  and  with  a  jerk  that 
nearly  pulled  the  rod  from  my  hands  he  was  gone  ! 

"  I  found  one  of  the  large  hooks  broken  short  off ; 
the  confounded  reel !  The  fish  was  a  monster ! 
Putting  on  another  bait,  in  a  few  minutes  I  had  a 
tremendous  rush,  and  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
of  line  ran  off  the  reel  without  mv  being  able  to  stop 
it.  I  followed  along  the  bank,  holding  hard,  and  after 
about  half  an  hour  of  difference  of  opinion  the  fish 
began  to  show  itself,  and  I  coaxed  it  into  the  shallows ; 
here  it  was  cleverly  managed  by  Bacheet,  who  lugged 
it  out  by  the  tail.  It  was  an  ugly  monster,  of  about 
fifty  pounds,  a  species  of  silurus  (first  cousin  to  the 
catfish),  known  to  the  Arabs  as  the  'coor.'  It  had 
lungs  resembling  delicate  branches  of  red  coral,  and, 
if  kept  moist,  will  live  upon  the  ground  for  many 
hours,  like  an  eel.  It  smelt  strongly  of  musk,  but 
was  gladly  accepted  by  the  Arabs.  .  . 

"This  afternoon  I  took  the  rod,  and  having  caught 
a  beautiful  silver-sided  fish  of  about  a  pound  weight  I 
placed  it  upon  a  large  single  hook  fastened  under  the 
fin.  In  about  an  hour  I  had  a  run,  but  upon  striking  I 
pulled  the  bait  out  of  the  fish's  mouth  as  the  point  of 
the  hook  had  not  touched  the  jaw.  I  wound  up  slowly 
for  about  thirty  yards,  hoping  that  the  big  fellow  would 
follow  his  lost  prize,  as  I  knew  him  to  be  large  fish  by 
his  attack  upon  a  bait  of  a  pound  weight.    I  found 
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STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO   LONDON  ANGLERS   BY   PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


ABlNOlmN,  H,  Berks, .61 ;  6s.  M. 
ADBLESTt.iSK  OVey),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  2ii. 
ALTHORSE  (Crouch),  A.  Essex,  36,  3s. 
AiUSERLKY  (Arua),  F,  Sussex,  5s.  Sd.,  54  (By  EUl- 

ridge'3  Excursion,  3s.  6d.). 
AiiERSHAM  (Uisbom-n),  I,  Bucks,  23J  ;  2s.  3d. 
AMPTHn.L  (Lakes).  G,  Beds,  44  ;  43.  2cl. 
Ardueigh  (Stoui),  A,  Essex.  56 ;  4s.  9d. 
ARLEsr.V  (Ivel).  E,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  lid. 
ASHTRST  (Medway),  f,  Kent,  32  ;  3s.  4d. 
\UDIET  ESD  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s.  6id. 
ATlESBrRY  (Tliame),  H  I,  Bucks,  4S  ;  3s.  Sd. 
Barcombe  Mills  (Ouse)  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  5s.  6d. 
Battlesbkidge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29  ;  2s.  4id. 
Bepfori)  (Ouse).  G  H,  Beds,  50  ;  5s. 
Berkhampstead  (G.J.C),  H,  Herts,  2S  ;  2s.  lid. 
Biggleswade  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  4s.  4d. 
BILLERICAT  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  26  ;  28.  , 
BaLlSGHCRST  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  4s.  8d.  \ 
Bishop  s  Stortfoed  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  33  ;  2s.  /d. 
Blake  Hall  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  21,  Is.  9td. 
Bletchlet  (Ousel),  H.  Bucks,  46} ;  4s.  lld. 
BLuyH-^M  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68 ;  5s.  3d. 
BlcstisHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74  ;  5s.  2d. 
BOTTISHAM,  A,  Cambs,  61i  ;  5s.  lld. 
Bourse  Esd  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  28} ;  3s. 
Box  Hill  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  22}  ;  23.  8d.  , 
BoxilooR  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  24i  ;  2s.  6d.  • 
Braixtree  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  45  ;  3s.  lOd. 
Bracghisg  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  30{  ;  2s.  7id.  < 
Brandos  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  m  ;  7s.  3id. 
Bricket  Wood  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22 ;  2s. 
Broxbocrse  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  17*  ;  Is.  6d. 
BrsTlNGFORD  (Rib),  Herts,  33}  ;  2s.  lld. 
BCRES  (Stoiu),  A,  Suffolk,  54  ;  4s.  6td. 
BcrshaM-OS-Ceouch,  a,  Essex,  39  ;  3s.  3d. 
Burst  Fes  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77} ;  6s.  6d. 
Burst  Mill  (Stort).  A,  Essex,  25 ;  Is.  ind. 
BUSHET  (Colue),  H,  Herts,  16  ;  Is.  8d. 
Btfleei  CWev),  D,  Surrey,  21} ;  2s.  3d. 
Castle  Hedisgham  (Cohie),  A,  Essex,  564  ; 
43.  Hid. 

Chalfost  Road  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  22 ;  2s. 
Chappel  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  50}  ;  4s.  2id. 
Cheddisgtos  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  36  ;  3s.  9d. 
Chelmsford  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  29}  ;  2s.  6}d. 
Chertsey  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  22}  ;  2s.  4d. 
CheshaJI  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27  ;  2s.  5d. 
Cheshcst  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  14} ;  Is.  2d. 
CHIGWELL  Lase  (Rodins),  A,  Essex,  13}  ;  Is.  l{d. 
Chilters  Grees  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27  ;  2s.  8d. 
CUOLSEY  (ITiames),  B,  Berks,  48}  ;  5s.  Id. 
Chokley  (Tliames),  B,  Berkf,  48j  ;  5s.  Id. 
Chorley  Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20 ;  Is.  lOd. 
Clare  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62  ;  5s.  3d. 
COBHAM  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  18}  ;  2s. 
Colchester  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  51} ;  43.  4}d. 
COLSE  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  57}  ;  4s.  6d. 
COLSBROOKjColne),  E,  Bucks,  16}  ;  Is.  Sd. 
COOKHAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  25}  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Cowden  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29  ;  3s. 


RAILWAY  REFERENCES. 


A.  Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street). 

B.  Great  Western  (Paddhigtoii). 

V.  South  Eastern  (Charing  Cross,  Waterloo 
Junction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge 
and  New  Cross). 

D.    South -Western  (Waterloo). 


Craxbrook  (Medway),  C,  48  ;  4s. 
Cromer,  a,  Norfolk,  13!) ;  lis. 
CuLHAil  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  56}  ;  5s.  lOd. 
Datchet  (Thames),  D,  Bucks,  28}  ;  2s.  3d. 
Dorking  (Mole),  C  F,  Siu-rey,  26  ;  2s.  8d. 
DowNHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  86}  ;  7s.  3d. 
Eariiii  Bi;idge  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  76}  ;  5s.  4d. 
Earlswood  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  21i  ;  2s. 
East  Grinstead  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30  ;  3s.  6d. 
East  Farleigh  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44  ;  4s. 
Edesbridoe  (Eden),  C  F,  Kent,  33  ;  23.  8d. 
Egham  (Thames),  D,  Suney,  21 ;  2s,  3d. 
Elstree  (Reservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is.  2d. 
Elsesham  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38  ;  3s.  Old. 
Ely  (Ouse),  A.  Cambs,  70}  ;  5s.  llKl 
Enfield  Lock  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12  ;  Is. 
Epping  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  17  ;  Is.  51  d. 
ESHER  (Mole),  D.  Surrey,  14{  ;  Is.  6d. 
Fajibridge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Fittleworth  (.Ai-un),  F,  52  ;  5s.  .3d. 
Flitwick  (Ivel),  G,  Beds,  40  ;  4s.  Id. 
Forest  Row  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39 ;  3s.  6d. 
FULWELL  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  12}  ;  Is.  4d. 
GORISG  (Thames),  B,  O.xford,  44}  ;  4s.  9d. 
GOUDHURST  (Medway),  C,  38  ;  4s. 
Gt.  Chesterford  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48  ;  3s.  lOJd. 
Great  Marlow  (Tliames),  B,  Bucks,  35}  ;  3s.  3d. 
Gt.  Missendes  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  29 ;  2s.  9d. 
Grove  Ferry  (Stour),  C,  76} :  7s.  2d. 
Guildford  (Wey),  C  D,  Surrey,  28}  ;  3s.  2d. 
Gustos  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk,  138;  lOs. 
Hadham  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  25}  ;  2s.  3d. 
Halstead  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  62}  ;  4s.  8}d. 
Hamptos  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  14} ;  Is.  6d. 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  14i  ;  Is.  3d. 
HarlixGTOX  (Tod),  G,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  9d. 
Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26} ;  2s.  lid. 
Harpenden  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  27i  ;  2s.  5d. 
Hartfield  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42  ;  3s.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17}  ;  Is.  lod. 
Hatfield Peverel (Chelmer), A, Essex,36 ;  3s.  Id. 
Hawkhurst  (Medway),  C,  47  ;  4s. 
Hayward's  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  4s. 
Hever  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  35}  ;  3s.  9d. 
Hertford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  244 ;  2s.  6d. 
High  Barset  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  114 ;  Is. 
Hilgay  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  88}  ;  6s.  10}d. 
HORLEY  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25  ;  2s.  8d. 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  3s.  lOd. 
HORSMONDEN  (Medway),  C,  40  ;  4s. 


E.  Great  Northern  (King's  Cross). 

F.  I,.  B.  &  S.  C.  (London  Bridge  and  Victoria). 

G.  Midland  (St.  I'ancras). 
II.  North-Wcstern  (Euston). 

X.  Metropolitan  (Baker  Street), 


HOESTED  Keynes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  361  ;  33.  lOd. 
Hunstanton,  A,  Norfolk,  114} ;  9s.  Cd. 
Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  58}  ;  6s.  2d. 
Hythk,  C,  66}  ;  6s.  9d. 

Irchestek  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  61 ;  6s.  5d. 
Kblvedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  3s.  7d. 
King's  Langley  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21 ;  2s.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12  ;  Is.  3d. 
Lakenheath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82}  ;  63.  11  Id. 
Langford   Hall   Fishery  (Blackwater),  A, 

Essex,  44  ;  3s.  3{d.    (Change  at  Witham.) 
Lasoley  (Canal).  B,  Bucks,  16}  ;  Is.  8d. 
Leagrave  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  321 ;  3s.  3d. 
Leatuerhead  (Mole),  D  F,  Sun-ey,  19}  ;  2s. 
LEIGHTON  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40}  ;  43.  2d. 
Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  5s.  2d. 
LINGFIKLD  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28  ;  23.  8d. 
LITTLEPORT  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76  ;  6s.  5d. 
Long  Melford  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61}  ;  5s.  21d. 
LOUOHTON  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  12  ;  Is.  Oid. 
LOWESTOFT  (for  Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  117}  ;  lis. 
Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  24} ;  2s.  6d. 
Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s.  3d. 
MaldON  WEST  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  3s.  2d. 
Manningtree  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  59  ;  os.  Old. 
March  (Nene,  &c.),  A,  Cambs,  88  ;  6s.  4d. 
Mardocks  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  23  ;  2s. 
Marks  Tey  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47  ;  3s.  ll}d. 
Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  31}  ;  33.  3d. 
MlDHCRST  (Rother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61 ;  6s. 
MiLDENHALL  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  761 ;  6s.  41d. 
MOULSFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48}  ;  53.  Id. 
New  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  9}  ;  Is. 
NEWPORT  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  33.  5d. 
North  Walsham  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  134  ;  10s. 
North  Weald  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  19} ;  Is.  8d. 
Oakley  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  521 ;  5s.  4d. 
OFFORD  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  55} ;  53.  lOd. 
OnGaR  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  22  ;  Is.  Hid. 
OXTED  (Eden),  C  F,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  Id. 
Paddock  Wood  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  311 ;  4s. 
Pangbourne  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  41}  ;  4s.  4d. 
PARK  Street  (Ver),  H,  Herts,  22  ;  2s. 
Ponders  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10  ;  9d. 
Potters  Bar  (Colne),  E,  Middlesex,  12}  ;  Is.  3d. 
PULBOROUGH  (.iruu),  F,  Sussex,  50 ;  5s.  (By 

Eldridge's  Excursions,  3s.  6d.). 
RADLETT  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15  ;  Is.  5d. 
RADLEY,  B,  Berks,  58i  ;  Os  2d. 
READING  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36  ;  3s.  9d. 
RED  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20} ;  2s. 


RiCKMANSWoiiTll  ((Jolne),  H  1,  Herts,  221  ;  Is.  9d 

ROYDON  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22} ;  Is.  9d. 

RUDGWIOK  (Arun),  K,  Sussex,  44  ;  4'i.  2d. 

Rye  House  (I.ea),  A,  Herts,  19  ;  Is.  8d. 

St.  Albans  (Colne),  E  G  H,  Herts,  20  ;  2s.  Id. 

St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  701 ;  6s.  2d. 

St.  Marqaket  s  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20}  ;  Is.  9d. 

St.  Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  51 1  ;  5s.  5d. 

Sandy  (Ivel),  E  Beds,  44  ;  43.  7d. 

Sawbridoeworth  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29;  2s.  3{d. 

Selham  (Rother),  F,  Sussex,  .SS  ;  5s.  6d. 

Shalford  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41 ;  .33.  2d. 

SharnbroOK  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  .55  ;  53.  9d. 

Shefford  (Ivel),  G,  Bedford,  87  ;  53. 

Shelford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  55  ;  4s.  5}d. 

Shen FIELD  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  201  ;  Is.  8d. 

Shepperton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18} ;  28. 

Shiplake  (Thames),  B,  Oxford,  35}  ;  3s.  7d. 

Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  181  ;  Is.  lld. 

SOCTHMINSTER,  A,  Essex,  40;  3s.  4d. 

Staines  (Thames),  I),  Middlesex,  191 ;  2s. 

Standon  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  294  ;  2s.  Old. 

Stanstead  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  33  ;  2s.  lOd. 

Stoke  Mandeville,  I,  Bucks,  37  ;  3s.  6d. 

Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  58} ;  4s.  ll}d. 

SUNBURY  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  16}  ;  Is.  8d. 

Taplow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  22}  ;  23.  4d. 

Tempspord  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  471  ;  43.  lld. 

Thatcham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  491 ;  Ss.  2d. 

Theydon  Bors  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  10;  Is.  3}d. 

Three  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29 ;  3s. 

Tilehurst  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38}  ;  43.  Id. 

Tonbridqe  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29} ;  3s.  3d. 

Tring  (Reservoirs),  II,  Herts,  31}  ;  33.  4d. 

Twtford  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31 ;  3s.  3d. 

UXBRIDGE  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  15}  ;  Is.  7d. 
I  Virginia  Water  (Thames),  D,  Berks,  23  ;  2s.  6d. 

Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  Is.  Id. 

Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17  ;  Is.  lOd. 
1  WARE  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  22}  ;  Is.  Hd. 
i  Wargravb,  B,  Berks,  33  ;  33.  5d. 

Waterbeach  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  61 ;  5s.  2d. 

Wateringbury  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46;  4s. 

Wendover,  I,  Bucks,  331 ;  33.  3d. 

West  Drayton  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  131 ;  Is.  5d. 

West  Grinstead  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  45  ;  4s.  8d. 

West  Mill  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  32} ;  2s.  9id. 

Weybridge  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19  ;  2s. 

WhiTTLESFORD  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  49  ;  4s.  2d. 

Wickford  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26  ;  2s.  2d. 
,  WIDFORD  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  24  ;  2s.  Id. 

Windsor  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  21}  ;  23.  3d. 

Witham  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  39 ;  3s.  3!d. 

Woking  (Basingstoke  Canal),  D,  .Surrey,  24}; 
2s.  6d.  „ 

Woodham  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31 ;  23. 7d. 

Wraysbury  (Thms.A  Colne),  D,Bucks,  21};2s.3d. 

Wroxham  (Broads,  &c.).  A,  Norfolk,  122}  ;  lis. 
(May  1  to  Oct.  31  only.) 

Yalding  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  38}  ;  4s. 

YARMOUTH  (Bure,  &c.).  A,  Norfolk,  121 ;  lis. 


my  bait  was  killed,  but  having  readjusted  the  hook  I 
again  ca^^l  it  in  the  same  direction  and  slowly  played 
it  towards  me.    I  had  him  !    He  took  it  immediately, 
and  I  determined  to  allow  him  to  swallow  it  before  I 
should  strike.    Without  a  halt  about  a  hundred  yards 
of  line  were  taken  at  the  fir^t  rush  towards  the  middle  • 
of  the  river.    He  then  stopped,  and  I  waited  for  about  j 
a  minu'e,  and  then  fixed  him  with  a  jerk  that  bent  I 
my  bimboo  like  a  fly  rod.    To  this  ha  replied  by  a 
splendid  challenge.    In  one  jump  he  flew  about  six  feet 
of  the  water,  and  showed  himself  to.be  one  of  the 
.  ..-t  beautiful  fish  I  had  ever  seen  ;  not  one  of  those 
nondescript  antediluvian  brutes  that  you  expect  to 
catoh  in  these  extraordinary  rivers,  but  in  colour  like  a 
clean-run  salmon.    He  gave  tremendous  play,  several  : 
times  leaping  out  of  the  water  and  shaking  his  head 
furiously  to  free  himself  from  the  hook,  then  darting 
away  with  eighty  or  a  hundred  yards  of  fresh  line 
until  he  was  at  last  forced  to  yield  to  the  cough  and 
elastic  bamboo,  and  his  deep  body  stranded  upon  the 
fatal  shallows.    Bacheet  was  a  charming  lad  to  land 
a  fish  ;  he  was  alwajs  quiet  and  thoughtlul,  and  never 
got  in  the  way  of  the  line.    This  time  he  closely 
approached  him  from  behind,  slipped  both  his  hands 
along  his  side,  and  hooked  bis  fingars  into  the  broad 
gills;  thus  he  dragged  him  splashing  through  the 
hhallows  to  the  sand-bank.    What  a  beauty  !  What 
Was  he  /    The  colour  was  that  of  a  salmon,  and  the 
ales  were  not  larger  in  propoition;  he  was  about 
i!b.  in  weight.    The  back  fin  resembled  that  of  a  ! 
rch,  with  seven  rays;  the  second  dorsal  fin  had  { 
Lirteen  ra^s;  the  head  was  well  shaped  and  small  ; 
proportion  to  the  body ;  the  eyes  were  bright  red, 
i.d  shone  like  rubies  ;  and  the  teeth  were  very  small. 

.  Ttiis  species  of  fish  is  considered  by  the  Arabs  to 
■;  the  best  in  the  river  ;  it  is  therefore  called  El  Baggar 
'■  the  cow."  " 

Aud  so  ends  our  day's  sport,  and  we  return  to  our 
rnp  under  the  huge  mimosa  trees,  and  smoke  our 
';-;tful  pipe  and  watch  the  Sofi  Aribs  quarrelling  and 
^hting  over  the  distiibution  of  our  day's  spoils,  while 
;<)  sun  sets  behind  the  Nubian  desert,  and  the  goats 
,ieat  with  terror  as  the  hollow  boom  of  the  lion  s  roar 
comes  revet  berating  over  the  sandy  waste. — H.  P.  U. 
in  Forest  and  Utrea/tn. 


AMKRICAS  BooKF. — A  Catal'JKue  of  American  hooka  in  various 
j,;irtrnent«  of  llt«ratnre  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marstor 
.i  f  >'i,    Llrnlf«d.  St.  \)nn*iMt'*  Houifi.  Kpt.t.«r-larw  Ijmdfn 


SEA  ANGLING  AT  FOLKESTONE. 

Suggested  by  a  Recent  Visit. 
Sea-angling  as  a  sport  and  pastime  is  growing 
apace  round  the  English  coast,  and  its  votaries  are 
increasing  in  number  week  by  week.  The  recent 
three  days'  competition  at  Hastings  and  the 
conte.=it  of  equal  duration  opened  at  Deal  a  week 
ago  demonstrate  the  rising  popularity  of  salt- 
water fishing,  while  the  formation  of  the  newly- 
constituted  "  Briny  Anglers'  Association  "  by 
working-men  shows  what  a  hold  this  form  of 
angling  has  obtained  on  men  even  of  humble  rank, 
as  well  as  on  amateurs  of  ample  means  and  leisure. 
The  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  is  not  very  many 
years  old,  but  it  has  rapidly  grown  from  a  member- 
.ship  of  a  himdred  or  thereabouts  to  many  hundreds, 
and  continues  to  enrol  new  adherents.  Promoted 
by  so  powerful  an  organisation  as  this,  and  exten-  i 
sively  indulged  in  as  it  is  not  only  by  member.s  of 
the  society,  but  by  what  we  may  call  "  free  rods," 
this  sport  is  bound  to  spread  in  all  directions,  but  it 
is  rather  surprising  to  find  that  although  the 
English  Channel  is  so  fai'  the  most  favoured  fishing 
ground,  there  are  several  towns  on  the  south  coast, 
admirably  situated  for  the  purpose,  which  have  not 
yet  taken  any  active  part  in  this  movement.  The 
most  prominent  places  in  this  development  of 
sea-fishing  are  Eastbourne,  Hastings,  Deal,  and 
Ramsgate,  and  even  at  Clacton-on-Sea  there  has 
lately  been  a  tournament  similar  to  those  referred 
to  above.  All  these  have  afforded  splendid,  and 
at  times  exciting,  sport  ;  why,  then,  shoidd 
other  south-coast  resorts  equally  well  placed  hold 
aloof  from  or  ignore  what  their  neighbours  are 
doing  in  this  direction?  By  way  of  example  let 
us  take  Folkestone.  Situated  in  a  fine,  bold 
position  this  fashionable  and  popular  watering- 
place  is  washed  by  and  has  command  of  precisely 
the  same  water  as  that  which  flows  past  East- 
bourne or  Hastings  or  Deal,  and,  therefore,  has 
the  sanxe  opportunities  of  catching  fish  by  hook  and 
line  and  rod  as  they  have.  That  there  is  an  abun- 
dance of  fish  of  all  kinds  —  cod  and  conger,  and  j 
codlin;^,  whiting,  and  flat  fish — within  a  short  { 
distance  of  tho  shore  is  amply  proved  by  the  large 
hauls  constantly  brought  in  by  the  smacks  which  j 
do  not  go  any  very  great  distance,  and  by  smaller 
boats  which  keep  nearer  in.    There  are  ardent 


anglers  in  the  town  who,  fishing  from  one  pr  other 
of  the  piers,  frequently  eflect  excellent  "  takes,'' 
thus  showing  what  can  be  done  ;  but  there  is 
no  organised  fishing  among  these  amateurs.  There- 
fore, while  numerous  other  places  figure  pro- 
minently in  angling  reports,  and  attract  hundreds 
of  anglers  from  London  and  elsewhere,  Folkestone 
is  never  heard  of  in  this  connection.  Yet  if  these 
amateurs  would  form  a  local  society,  or  a  branch 
of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  there  is  no 
reason  why  Folkestone  should  not  have  an  angling 
festival  as  well  as  Hastings,  and  take  as  prominent 
a  part  in  the  development  of  sea-fishing.  Why 
they  have  not  done  so  is  a  mystery. 

R.  H.  Dunning. 


LABELLED  SEA  FISH. 

Fishermen  in  the  North  Sea  need  not  be  sur 
prised  if  they  chance  to  come  across  a  plaice  or 
some  other  flat  fish  with  two  neat  little  bone  labels 
attached  to  it,  but  they  will  confer  a  benefit  upon 
the  industry  by  reporting  the  find  when  they  reach 
their  port. 

The  labelling  of  food  fish  is  to  be  one  of  the  most 
important  duties  of  the  naturalists  who  put  to  sea 
from  London  yesterday  in  the  steamship  Huxley. 
a  Grimsby  trawler,  which  has  been  especially 
equipped  to  take  part  in  an  investigation  of  the 
North  Sea  fisheries  in  conjunction  with  other 
countries  bordering  on  the  North  Sea. 

The  fish  caught  by  the  Huxley,  after  bemg 
labelled,  are  to  be  liberated,  and  by  this  method 
biologists  hope  to  contribute  results  of  great  value 
not  only  conoernuig  immature  fish,  but  in  regard 
to  the  spawning  grounds,  migration,  and  growth  of 
food  fish. 

The  Government  have  made  a  grant  to  the 
Scottish  Fishery  Board  and  the  Marine  Biological 
Association  to  take  up  the  investigation,  and,  as 
the  grant  does  not  allow  either  body  to  purchase  a 
vessel,  a  member  of  the  Marine  Biological  Asso- 
ciation, Mr.  C.  P.  Bidder,  purchased  the  Huxley 
himself.  , 

Germany,  Denmark,  Belgium,  Norway,  and 
Sweden  have  all  joined  this  international  "  con- 
ference," and  four  times  a  year  simultaneous 
cruises  will  be  made  by  scientists  from  each  nation. 

The  guests  at  the  start  of  the  cruise  of  the  Hurley 
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included  the  Duke  of  Abercorn,  Lord  Tweedmouth, 
Lord  Avebury,  Professor  Ray  Lankester,  Professor 
Darcy  Thompson,  Sir  Michael  Foster,  and  Mr. 
Pelham,  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

The  Plymouth  laboratory  of  the  association  will 
bo  the  headquarters  of  the  steamer  during  the 
cruises,  but  for  the  fishing  experiments  a  special 
laboratory  has  been  erected  at  Lowestoft,  vvliei'e 
the  North  Sea  fisliery  work  and  the  investigation 
of  the  bottom  life  will  be  carried  out. — DaUy 
E.vpres-i. 


ESK  FISHERY  DISTRICT. 


A  STATUTOKY  meeting  of  the  Conservators  for 
the  Esk  Fisherj'  District  was  held  at  the  offices  of 
Mr.  W.  S.  Gray,  Whitby,  on  Saturda.y,  Mr.  J. 
Robinson  presiding.  The  report  on  fish  caught 
in  1902  showed  that  the  number  of  sahnon  net 
licences  at  sea  had  been  forty-five,  and  the  aggre- 
gate catch  had  been  8575,  being  an  a\'erage  of 
4"5531b.  Two  salmon  net  licences  had  been  taken 
out  on  the  river,  and  the  total  catch  had  been 
106,  the  average  weight  being  ■3*3821b.  ;  102  salmon 
rod  licences  had  been  taken  out,  and  413  fish  had 
been  landed,  the  average  weiglit  being  C'9281b.  ; 
594  trout  rod  licences  had  been  issued,  that  being  a 
decrease  of  five  upon  last  year.  The  revenue  had 
been: — For  nets  at  sea,  £114;  for  nets  in  the 
river,  £4  ;  for  salmon  rods,  £51  ;  and  for  trout  rods, 
£44  lis.,  thus  making  a  total  of  £213  lis.  The 
weight  of  fish  caught  by  net  at  sea  was  17  tons 
8cwt.  2qrs.  and  121b.,  of  the  value  of  £1919  10s.  1 1  Jd. 
The  weight  of  fish  caught  in  the  river  by  net  was 
3owt.  and  22|lb.  ;  and  by  rod  and  lino  1  ton  5cwt. 
2qrs.  and  5|lb.,  making  a  total  in  all  of  18  tons 
17cwt.  Iqr.  and  121b.  The  average  per  boat  had 
been  £42  13s.  l  .Vd.,  and  the  average  price  realised 
ll'799d.  per  lb.  The  heaviest  fish  caught  by  rod 
was  241b.,  and  by  net  28Jlb.  The  first  fish  cavight 
by  rod  and  line  was  on  June  16,  and  by  net  at  sea 
on  May  23.  The  average  amount  of  licence  duty 
paid  per  fish  caught  was  : — Net  at  sea,  3"191d.  : 
net  in  river,  9"056d.  ;  and  rod  and  line,  2s.  5'636d. 
The  report  was  unanimously  adopted.  Colonel 
J.  W.  Richardson,  J.  P.,  was  reappointed  to  serve 
on  the  North  Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  Committee. 
The  auditors  were  re-elected.  J.  Jackson. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 

Reports  (to  ensure  vmerUon)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  momvng. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Tiiamea.  —  Genebal  Remarks.  -The  river  has  had 
too  much  colour  in  the  lower  reaches  since  last  Satur- 
day, buc  is  now  fining  down  and  good  sport  should  be 
had.  On  Monday  roach  were  feeding  better,  and  at 
Ditton  Mr.HeDningsfrom  the  bank  hadagood  take  up  to 
IJlb.  On  Tuesday,  however,  the  fish  were  not  feeding 
so  well,  and  on  Wednesday  owing  to  the  rain,  sleet, 
and  easterly  wind  matters  were  even  worse.  The 
effect  of  the  heavy  push  of  water  will  be  beneficial  to 
the  river  and  the  decayed  weeds,  and  myriads  of  leaves 
which  are  on  the  bsd  of  the  river  will  be  removed 
Provided  the  easterly  winds  cease  there  should  be 
very  good  fishing  during  the  coming  week.  At 
Teddington  on  Monday,  Mr.  Rogers  caught  a  pike 
5|lb.,  which  won  the  K.P  S.  competition.  I  hear  that 
Millbourne  and  the  T.A.P.S.  river  keeper  have  been 
actively  engaged  at  Molesey  examining  the  takej  of 
both  punt  and  bank  anglers,  which  is  a  good  tign.  In 
regird  to  the  T.A.P  S.  report  that  Mr.  Ashby,  of 
Staines,  "  had  netted  the  river  on  more  than  one 
occasion,"  I  believe  I  am  correct  in  stating  that  he 
has  netted  the  river  on  one  occasion  each  year  fjr 
several  years,  not  that  he  always  retained  the  fish,  but 
as  evidence  of  his  right  to  net  the  river  immediately 
below  Bell  Weif. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley).— Owing  to  the  amount  of  rain  that 

has  fallen  the  water  has  been  thick,  but  running  at  a 
good  level  with  a  rather  rapid  stream.  Of  course, 
little  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  fishing.  A  few 
anglers  have  tried  the  roach,  but  the  takes  have  been 
small.  I  visited  a  number  of  "  bankers  "  on  Nov.  30, 
but  found  sport  with  them  quiet,  half  a  dozen  roach 
being  the  best  individual  take;  bul;  these  fish  should 
now  be  on  the  feed  well,  as,  at  the  time  of  writiug, 
the  water  is  fining,  and  if  we  do  not  get  a  lot  more 
rain  it  should  be  in  good  all-round  condition  by  the 
week  end. — Stanley  Mead. 

Bottisham  laocks  (Waterbeaoh).  -  Daring  the 
past  week  sport  has  been  indifferent  owing  to  the 
unsettled  st'jrmy  weather  which  prevailed,  as  in  the 
previous  week:  Only  on  two  days  have  anglers 
been  tempted  out,  then  a  few  nice  pike  were  had, 
also  roach.  The  present  rise  of  the  river  will 
bring  the  pike  up  to  the  locks  and  island,  which 
is  generally  the  case  aft^r  several  days'  rain.  At 


the  time  of  writing  the  weather  is  improving,  with 
slight  frost  at  night ;  this  being  continued,  good  bags 
are  expected.  As  to  live  baits.  Intended  anglers 
visiting  this  spot  ia  order  to  be  relied  on  should  give 
me  a  line. — John  0.  Gkokge,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks). — We  are  having  very 
rough  and  wet  weather.  A  bit  of  a  fresh  down  the 
river  at  time  of  writiug  (Deo.  1),  but  it  is  in  good  order 
for  pike  fishing. — H. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).  -I  am  glad  to  be  able 
to  improve  upon  my  last  report  as  to  the  fishing 
generally.  The  river  has  been  in  full  flood,  and  much 
land  and  meadows  submerged,  but  prior  to  this  a  fine 
pike  of  121b.  was  caught  by  Mr.  Shepherd,  whose 
experience  was  a  novel  one.  On  his  fir.-t  attempt  to 
0!»tch  this  fish  he  lost  his  hooks,  and  the  following 
day  he  again  ran  the  fish  and  lost  it.  Upon  the  third 
day  he  again  ran  the  pike,  and  this  time  unaided  he 
played  and  gaffed  it,  and  to  his  surprise  and  satis- 
faition  recovered  both  tackles.  On  our  can*l,  near 
the  city,  Me.sars  Jackman  and  Sbapley  took  three 
pike — 101b.,  71b  ,  and  41b. — the  largest  falling  to  Mr. 
Jaokman's  lot,  a  well- known  and  fortunate  anelec  of 
this  city.  Upon  the  Great  Western  Canal  at  Burlea- 
coml)9  an  extraordiniry  run  of  luck  was  experienced 
by  Mr.  G.  Pleass,  of  Tiunton,  who  in  a  couple  of  hours 
obtained  over  half  a  hundrod-weiaht  of  pike— one  fi«h, 
an  e.xoellent  specimen,  weighing  231b.,  another  131b., 
also  four  others  averaging  51b.  eich.  The  fishing  here, 
at  Tiverton,  Halburton,  and  Sandford  is  equil  to  any 
I  know  for  large  pike,  eels,  carp,  or  tench.  Weather 
now  fine  and  clear,  but  the  river  will  not  be  in  fishing 
order  for  some  few  days  —Red  Palmer. 

Fen  Bintiriot  (S^nth  Iiinoa  and  Camba). 
Sport  has  fallen  off  somewhat  in  this  district.  At  all 
events  not  so  many  fish  have  come  to  band.  This  is 
probably  owing  to  the  change  in  the  weather.  It  is 
colder,  however,  as  I  write  and  this  may  cause  a 
busier  time.  The  best  sport  has  been  among  the  pike 
3n  the  Forty-foot.  Probably  the  best  is  recorded  on 
what  is  called  the  Sauth  Forty-foot  about  the  Barley 
Sheaf  towards  Hubbert's  Bridge,  but  here  weeds  are 
said  to  be  an  annoyance.  Towards  Billiogborough 
they  have  also  caught  a  number  of  small  fish,  and  on 
other  parts  of  the  Fortv-foot  th'ire  has  been  sport,  but 
very  few  have  turned  61b  Welland  anglers  have  again 
done  well,  spinning  chiefly  with  live  bait,  but  roach 
fishing  is  stated  to  be  off  — LImpet. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade).— The  water  is  now  greatly 
improved  by  the  recent  heavy  rains ;  it  is  a  good 
colour,  and  the  weeds  are  fast  disappearing,  so  that 
jack-fishing  can  be  indulged  in  almost  anywhere. 
Pike  have  been  feeding  in  a  rather  dainty  fashion. 
Still  a  few  nice  fish  up  to  51b.  have  been  taken. 
Roach  up  to  lib.  53Z.  have  also  been  creeled.  The 
stretch  of  water  between  Biggleswade  and  Holme 
Mills  is  well  worth  a  trial  for  pike,  etc.  I  know  of 
several  good  ones  near  the  overflow.  There  are  also 
one  or  two  "toppers"  in  Berry's  Hole,  near  Holme 
Mills. — Kingfisher. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Reports  of  sport  continue 
meagre,  and  prospects  among  the  roach  at  least  are  by 
no  means  promising,  although  the  river  has  been 
refreshed.  As  I  write  there  is  another  change  in  the 
weather.  A  few  roach  are  reported  caugbt,  some 
being  taken  in  the  "  polluted  area  "  at  Ware — even  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Manifold  1  At  Hertford  pike  up  to 
51b.  have  been  captured.  A  number  of  roach  have 
been  taken  at  Broxbourne.  The  Stort  has  yielded 
perch  principally,  but  a  few  roach  and  pike  are 
reported  ciught,  There  is  no  news  from  the  Beane. 
— IzAiK  Walton. 

Iinffg  and  A.rrow  (Iieominster).  — Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  high  and  muddy,  and  quite 
out  of  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  most 
miserable  this  week,  rain  falling  nearly  every  day 
accompanied  by  fogs,  and  sometimes  frost  at  night 
followed  by  rain.  The  rivers  use  quickly  and  are 
bank  full,  and  it  will  be  some  days  before  they  get  in 
order  again. — Gwynne. 

Lngg.  Arrow,  and  Pinaley  (Eingsland)  — 
Rivers  are  three  parts  bank  full  of  muddy  wat^r,  and 
will  not  be  fishable  for  at  least  a  week  hence.  Weather 
gloomy,  with  some  rain  most  days.  Glass  low,  but 
rising  a  little  this  (Wednesday,  Dec.  3)  afternoon. 
Wind  east  and  north-east.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough.).— Continuous  rain  for  about 
twenty  hours  at  the  beginning  of  present  week  has 
so  swollen  the  river  that  it  is  nearly  overflowing,  the 
height  of  water  shown  on  gauge  at  Peterborough 
Bridge  at  the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday  evening) 
being  eleven  feet.  Anglers  have  not  been  out  here  at 
present  this  week,  but  now  the  weather  has  turned 
very  cold  with  a  clear  atmosphere,  and  if  it  remains 
there  will  be  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two  some  good 
prospects  of  more  sport  for  us. — B.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry.  Hunts).— The  rain  has 
put  the  water  in  splendid  colour,  and  we  have  a  good 
haad  on.  Pike  still  feeding;  the  best  fish  during  the 
week  was  only  101b.  however,  to  Mr.  Peter's  rod.  We 
have  had  some  real  good  roach  also,  several  going  close 
upon  21b.  each.  They  have  been  right  on  tJ  ttxe  old 
"  Thames  lure,"  cube  of  bread  crust,  and  are  in  fine 
fighting  form  just  now  and  good  oondition.    This  six 


miles  from  lock  to  lock  is  literally  alive  with  good 
roach,  and  yet  seems  quite  nfgleoted  by  roachlsts 
(save  local).  The  weeds  are  now  no  trouble,  so 
Nottingham  can  be  worked  nicely  and  with  good 
result,  as  shown  by  the  takes  reported  here. — A.  Scard. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts).— Prospects  for  next  few 
days  only  moderata  anywhere  in  this  river.  We  want 
and  must  have  more  rain  so  that  the  land  water  may 
aet  in  the  river  before  fixhing  can  be  good.  We  have 
had  pike  up  to  9lb.  weighed  in,  and  good  roach  and 
about  thirty  perch  taken,  the  chief  of  which  were 
returned  as  they  were  under  lib.  in  weight.  A 
soleniid  enlifged  photo  of  tbe  late  respected  Dr.  J.  B. 
Griffiths  (given  to  us  by  Mrs.  Griffith'<)  has  been 
presented  on  her  behalf  to  the  club  s  committee  for 
the  club  room. — Edward  Cjllinson. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy.  Tanac.  u.nd  Gain  (Zilan'vmjr' 
nech). — Riin  has  fallen  in  this  neighbiurhood  almost 
continuously  during  the  past  week,  and  is  still  doing 
80,  with  every  appearame  of  more  to  follow.  All  the 
lowlands  in  this  vicinity,  especially  Criggion  and 
Melverley,  are  now  covered  wi^.h  water,  bur,  fortunately 
the  rain  comes  from  an  eastward  direction,  or  we 
should  have  had  a  serious  fl  )od  in  all  these  rivers 
which  are  now,  and  have  been  for  some  days,  much 
swollen  and  discoloured,  and  totally  unfitted  for  any 
description  of  angling. — Vyknwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — Fishing  prospects  have 
considerably  improved  during  the  last  few  days,  as  we 
have  had  8  )me  heavy  rains,  and  the  water  being 
slightly  coloured  and  a  goid  stream  rutming  some 
better  sport  will  no  doubt  follow.  Mr.  R.  Anderson, 
on  Nov.  24,  had  a  nice  pike  of  111b.  loz  ,  and  on 
Nov.  30  Mr.  H.  Hiines,  of  the  Spread  Eigla  Society, 
had  a  bag  of  roach  weighing  101b.,  but  the  weather 
was  miserable.  On  Dec  3  it  was  freezing  hard,  and 
should  the  weather  8>  continue  some  decent  bags  must 
be  had. — W.  T.  Bainbbidgb. 

Sussex  Kivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — A  few  glimpses  of  sunshine  have  been  visible 
during  the  week,  few  and  far  between.  So  dark  has 
it  been  at  midday  that  gas  has  been  imperative  in 
open  parts  of  the  city  of  Chichester  for  business  trans- 
actions. Rain  has  fallen  heavily,  and  the  river  and 
canal  side  has  been  a  slouch  of  despond.  Anglers  have 
been  out,  only  to  meet  with  disippointment — empty 
baskets  and  wet  jackets.  Fish  of  all  descriptions  are 
quite  o2  feed  in  the  Ouse  and  Cuckmere.  A  glut  of 
natural  food  renders  them  chary  of  the  angler's  lure  ; 
rivers  are  running  high  and  thick  ;  a  good  flood  would 
clear  leaves,  rotting  weeds,  and  general  ddbris,  or  a 
good  week's  frost  would  greatly  beueit  angling  pros- 
pects. Rain  or  fog  there  are  daily  visitors  to  Chi- 
chester C*nal  getting  fish  by  hook  or  by  crook.  A 
pike  of  5Jlb.  was  taken  on  Tuesday.  Baits  are 
always  on  feed.  The  lower  reach,  on  completion  of 
repairs,  will  take  some  time  to  restock,  although  a 
quantity  of  fish  go  down  before  the  barges  with  each 
head  of  water,  but  barge  traSij,  like  everything  else  in 
Chichester,  is  a  century  behind  the  age. — George  F. 
Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
undergone  quite  a  change  since  last  week,  when  it  was 
in  nice  order.  Heavy  raina  set  in  on  Thursday,  and 
have  continued  nearly  every  day  since;  the  water 
soon  rose  and  coloured,  and  is  ujw  quite  out  of  order 
for  fishing.  The  weather  at  present  is  a  little  finer, 
and  frosts  were  had  on  Tuesday  night,  and  it  is  hoped 
it  is  going  to  clear  up  ;  if  it  takes  up  the  water  will 
soon  clear  again,  and  by  the  end  of  next  week  should 
be  in  order  for  fishing  again.  No  rods  out  this  week. 
Salmon  have  been  going  up  the  river  in  fair  numbers 
to  the  spawning  beds,  and  the  flush  of  water  will 
assist  them  over  the  weirs.  The  Ony,  Cotve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  running  high  and  muddy,  and 
quite  out  of  order  for  fishing,  and  will  be  for  some 
days. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Ten bury). — The  Temo  in  this  part  was 

running  in  fair  order  until  Thursday,  Nov.  27,  when 
heavy  rains  set  in,  and  has  been  raining  nearly  every 
day  up  to  Wednesday ;  it  has  caused  the  river  to  rise 
rapidly  and  change  colour,  and  it  is  now  quite  out  of 
order  for  fishing  of  any  sort,  and  will  be  until  the 
water  goes  down  again.  Before  the  rain  there  were 
several  gentlemen  out  in  this  part  with  grasshopper 
and  landed  some  of  the  finest  grayling  taken  in  this 
part  for  some  time.  The  salmon  are  making  their 
way  up  stream  to  spawn. — Worcester. 

Torcross  Ley  (S.  Devon). — Water  in  fair  condition 
and  teeming  with  fish  ;  beautiful  sunshine  almott  every 
day.  Radd  are  well  on  the  feed,  and  good  baskets  are 
being  taken  Pike  have  not  been  on  the  feed  the  last 
two  days.    Very  few  anglers  about. — W. 

Tyne  (North  and  South)  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers.— The  recent  heavy  gales  have  flooded  the 
rivers  to  such  an  extent  that  coarse  fishing  is  prac- 
tically at  a  standstill.  Bud  there  will  be  nothing  to 
report  until  the  weather  office  behaves  in  a  more 
human  manner  towards  us.  I  got  a  most  deplorable  re- 
port from  the  Tweed;  through  the  overcrowdit^g  disease 
has  made  its  appearance  in  a  most  marktd  manner, 
the  salmon  and  sea-truut  are  dying  in  large  quantities, 
and  I  sincerely  hope  the  floods  of  the  last  few 
days  will  have  done   much  to  abate   the  disease. 
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I  am  highly  satisfied  to  hear  the  Elswick  Works 
Angling  Society  have  taken  up  the  m*tter  of  restock- 
ing the  Tyne;  there  is  also  the  serious  question  of 
pollution  to  fi.ght,  there  is  the  lead  water  in  the  higher 
reaches,  the  mills'  refuse,  aad  the  sewage  from 
Hexham  and  other  places.  I  believe,  in  a  moderate 
short  time,  with  the  eSorts  of  the  anglers  of  New- 
castle and  district,  the  Tyne  wouli  furnish  good 
sport  to  all  classes  of  angl'ing.— Heney  A.  Mueton, 
Northern  Anglers'  Rssorc,  87,  Grey-street,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire.)  - 

Remarkably  mild  weather  succeeded  the  snap  of  cold, 
and  the  dull  and  foggy  spell  has  again  given  place  to 
a  lower  temperature.  Fi-shing  has  beea  poor  below 
Lincoln,  and  very  lif^Ie  has  come  oS  the  waters  at 
Dogdyke,  Chapel  Hill,  and  Kirksread.  Sport  has  been 
confined  chiefly  to  fifh  below  3 Jib  ,  of  which  there 
have  been  a  fair  quiniity  caught.  Some  anglers 
hive  remirked  on  the  smallness  of  the  fish,  which 
have  attacked  their  bait^,  some  being  little  bigger 
th»n  the  bait  itsalf.  Taa  biggest  fish  have  come 
from  the  old  Barlings  river,  but  Lincoln  men  are 
by  no  means  proud  of  their  doings.  Towards  Boston 
a  few  ojptures  have  been  made  on  the  Mount  Pleasant 
drain,  and  it  is  from  here  that  we  learn  that  roach 
fishing  has  been  carried  on.  The  bulk  of  the  fish  have 
settled  in  the  aqueduct  driin.  Pike  are  said  to  have 
fed  well  on  the  Hobhole  drain,  and  there  have  been 
several  captures  between  Old  Leake  and  East  Ville. — 
Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
were  fishable  with  worm  and  maggot  up  to  Siturday 
(Nov.  29),  aod  wtiat  few  anglers  availed  themselves  of 
this  opportunity  were  rewarded  with  several  brace 
each,  but  it  is  only  the  most  enthusiastic  fishermen 
who  perseveres  and  succeeds  at  this  season  of  the 
year.  Severil  mem'oers  of  the  Matlock  and  Crom- 
ford  Angling  Association's  water  have  obtained  a  few 
fish,  also  those  who  have  fished  the  Whatstand- 
wall  portion  of  the  Derwent  have  secured  mixed 
baskets.  Ply  fishing  may  ba  con-idered  practically 
over,  as  heavy  rain  fell  on  Monday  and  the  rivers 
were  bank  fall.  However,  a  few  grayling  may  yet  be 
taken  with  worm  or  maggot  when  the  water  has 
sufficiently   lowered  and  the   weather  brighter.  — 

DOTIEBEL. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc, 
(Yorka). — The  Yoredile,  Swaledale,  Nidderdale, 
Cjverdale.  and  the  Hambleton  ranges  of  hills  were 
white  with  snow  this  morning,  and  showers  of  the 
same  wintery  element  were  much  in  evidence  to-day 
and  according  to  appearances  we  are  in  for  a  spell  of 
culd-r  weather.  This  should  improve  grayling  and 
pike  fishing,  which  bince  Monday  has  not  been  up  to 
muoh  owing  to  the  wet,  wild  weather  and  the  swollen 
state  of  all  our  rivars.  Very  little  graylicg  fishing 
has  hi  en  attempted  in  the  Yore,  and  the  few  anglers 
out  have  only  been  able  to  pick  up  an  odd  brace 
or  two  in  the  main  river;  the  Cover  has  fishtd 
better,  and  dishes  of  from  five  to  six  brace  have 
been  caught  on  it  The  upper  reaches  of  the  Swale 
have  been  all  bat  deserted,  and  only  a  few  rodstsrs 
have  been  on  the  banks  in  the  lower  district 
b  jth  the  Wiske,  Codbeck,  and  Bedale  Beck,  are  at 
present  sadly  out  of  condition,  but  with  fine  weather 
vii.l  soon  clear.  Very  little  has  been  attempted  on 
the  higher  waters  of  the  Wharfe  owing  to  the  rouEth 
weather  and  high  waters,  but  if  meteorological  condi- 
tiotis  thould  be  favourible  the  water  will  be  in  trim 
by  the  end  of  the  wesk ;  only  moagre  returns  are  to 
hand  from  the  lower  waterH,  but  I  hear  a  few  grayling 
Were  caught  on  Monday,  and  that  Messrs.  J.  Rjtuwell 
and  W.  Reynolds  m^de  up  a  combined  basket  of 
eighteen.  Tbe  bottom  fi^herm-jn  who  patronise  Tad 
caster  have  been  conspicuous  by  their  absence,  but  now 
the  river  has  had  a  good  clearing  out  pike  will  com 


menoe  to  run  when  the  water  fines.  Very  meagre  returns 
are  to  hand  from  the  Derwent,  Nidd,  Ouse,  etc.,  the 
litter  river  being  too  fall  of  flood-water.  Some  of 
our  pike  fishermen  have  done  fairly  well  in  the  Pock- 
lington  Canal.  On  Saturday  Mr.  J.  W.  Jenkinson 
ciught  several  nice  jack,  the  heaviest  weighing  91b. 
Several  of  my  customers  have  fished  the  Edeu  with 
success,  one  getting  fourteen  grayling  on  Monday, 
several  of  the  fish  weighing  lib.  each.  The  fish  will 
still  take  the  fly  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  nothing 
will  beat  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Red  Tag,  Bradthaw's 
Fancy,  Bluq  Hawk,  Waterhen  Bloa  (quill  body). 
Failing  the  fly.  fish  the  gentle,  and  if  fro-ty  the  red 
worm  — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19, 
New  Station-street,  Lee  is. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.  — 

Salmon  angling  on  the  Tweed  was  brought  to  a  close 
on  Friday  last.  Oa  the  whole  the  season  has  been 
disappointing,  but  it  is  comforting  to  know  that  it  is 
not  owing  to  the  unproductiveness  of  the  rivers  but 
mainly  due  to  the  weather  conditions.  It  has  been 
asserted  by  those  who  ought  to  know  that  not  for 
many  years  have  there  been  so  manyi  fish  in 
the  rivers.  Daring  the  last  days  of  the  sea- 
son the  rivers  have  been  well  stocked  with  fish,  but 
frequent  rises  of  the  rivers  have  suspended  angling. 
At  Boldside,  on  Nov  26,  Mr.  Geo.  Hall  had  a  salm  )n 
of  13^1b.,  and  Mr.  John  Turner  a  grilse  of  71b.  On 
Nov.  27  Mrs.  Davies  caught  one  of  16Jlb.,  and  on 
Nov.  28  one  of  8Jlb.  A.  Holmes,  fisherman,  had  one 
of  12, b.  on  Nov.  27.  On  Rutherford  water  Mr.  M.  P. 
Lucas  had  two  salmon  of  101b.  and  17^lb.,  Mr.  J.  G, 
Walker  two  of  321b.  and  191b.,  and  Mr.  Cyril  Maudsley 
one  of  151b.  on  Nov.  19.  Mrs  M.  P.  Lucas  had  a 
salmon  of  201b.  and  a  grilse  9ilb.,  Mr.  J.  G.  Walker 
a  salmon  16ib.,and  Mr.  Maudsley  one  231b.  on  Nov.  20. 
Mr.  Walter  Maudsley  had  one  of  191b.  on  Nov.  24, 
two  of  91b.  and  161h.  on  Nov.  25,  and  one  151b.  on 
Nov.  27.  On  Nov.  28  Mrs.  Walter  Maudsley  had  a 
salmon  of  241b.,  Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas  one  of  151b  ,  and 
Mrs.  Lucas  a  good  finish  by  landing  three  of  31lb  , 
16Jlb  ,  and  15lb.,  and  a  grilse  8lb.  On  Floors  lower 
water  Mr.  McCulloch  finished  up  the  season  on  Nov.  28 
by  having  two  fiah  of  61b.  each. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone). — For  the  past 
ten  days  the  river  has  been  heavy  in  flood,  and  some 
new  breeding  salmon  got  up  beyond  Cookstown.  The 
reaches  from  Ardtrea  to  Lough  Neagh  are  well  watched, 
but  the  upper  waters  are  at  the  mercy  of  the  poachers 
River  trout  and  lake  trout  none.  The  last  run  of 
salmon  comes  usually  about  Christmas. — J.  A.  B. 

Beifa,st  and  Oistiict. — All  the  rivers  in  this 
district  are  bank  full,  as  it  rained  without  inter 
mission  from  Nov.  23  till  Dec.  1.  Trout  spawning 
operations  are  not  over  yet  in  some  of  the  streams. 
The  weather  is  now  inclined  towards  frost,  and  as  soon 
as  the  waters  abate  coarse  fishing  will  be  on.  Moira 
Canal  is  a  favourite  station  for  perch  and  bream  and 
an  occasional  jack.  At  the  annual  smoker  of  the 
Nester  Anglers  it  was  announced  that  Mr.  Willie 
Hunter,  of  Hunter  &  Sons,  Royal  Avenue,  would 
present  a  solid  silver  cup  for  the  Easter  trouting 
competitions  — J.  A.  B. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur). — A  few 
anglers  pike  fishing  and  wild  fowl  shooting  above 
waters  from  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel.  One  grand 
fpeoimen  pike,  caught  on  Saturday  last,  281b 
Several  raugiog  from  81b.  to  141b.  Weather  has 
turned  from  rain  to  frost,  and  pike  fishers  may  look 
forward  to  good  sport.  December  and  January  best 
months  for  pike. — J.  A.  J. 

Moy,  LoutTbs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  oo 
Mayo). — Weather  very  unsettled.  Both  loughs  are 
high  for  good  pike  fishing.  Mr.  Pelley  and  friend 
had  nine  pike  during  the  week  weighing  1131b.,  largest 
251b.;  also  some  rough  shooting.  The  above  pike 
were  taken  on  spoon  and  minnow. — Pat  Hbarnes. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — We  have  had  very  changeable  weather 
during  the  past  week.  On  Dec.  1  sea  calm,  and  about 
a  dozen  boats  off— over  the  Sassex-squ*re  ground 
(about  a  mile  from  the  shore)  about  11  a.m.  The 
tei  became  very  choppy  about  1  p.m.,  and  all  ih 
boats  had  to  run  in;  2ad,  sea  rough;  3rd,  sea  calm 
about  eight  boats  off  over  the  Sussex-square  ground 
— "  H." 


Graylino  Kliks  (;u  gut,  hair,  nv  eyed  h^oka.  2s.  per  dozen 
.S'^lecttona  made  for  anv  water  in  the  kingdom.    All  patttrn 
pent  out  are  proved  ki.lera  by  J.  B.  Miller,  who  has  had  ove 
thi  ty  years'  practical  experimoe.    Sample  dozen  tiles  Sr^nt  on 
rect-ipt  of  28.    Fly  dressing  ma' erial — wings  hackles,  silks,  etc 
Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  -suit,  customers'  i eciuireuient' 
Merlin  Hawks',  Dott-reU',  and  other  scarce  skins.    Large  slock 
of  Blue  Htckle<,  all  shades.     Teal,   Mallard,   and  Widgeon 
feathers,  SBlocted  colours.    Lose  hook",  liest  quality,  '2d  per 
doz  Ml  ;  eyed.  4d.  per  dozen.    Beat  'aperod  horsehair  casts,  1« 
each,  tested.    Jj-at  tapered  gub  casts,  \a.  each.    Fly  mak-r 
tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  variilsli,  etc. — J.  E.  MiLLKR  (Telephone 
'MOl),  Norlhein  Anglers'  Depvt,  1!),  New  Stadon-sireet,  Leedi 
Telegrams:  "  Piscator,  Leeds.' 


Deal.— Good  sport  was  obtained  the  end  of  last 
week  with  good  fish.  Nov.  30.— Wind  8  E.,  fresh, 
and  rain,  not  many  boats  out.  Mr.  Percival,  with 
Billy  Baljcr,  to  jk  five  score  whiting,  seven  dabs, 
one  codling,  one  dogfish,  five  pouts;  myself  with 
Messrs.  Hartridge,  J.  A.  Haes  and  M.  Fiminger,  one 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  whiting  (some  of  them 
were  beauties),  three  good  codling,  one  eel  of  12ib., 
two  Ufs  dogs  and  two  pout— the  eel  was  taken  by 
Mr.  Haes.  Dec.  1.— Decent  takes  landed.  Mr. 
Bowley  and  friend  one  hundred  good  fish  while 
thers  scjrtd  well.  Drc  2. — Light  wind,  westerly; 
nothing  doae  first  part  of  day,  and  the  boats  that  put 
out  in  the  afternoon  returned  at  dusk  with  good  la^es 
of  very  large  whiting  and  soma  oiher  fisti.  I  should 
say  the  whiting  were  larger  than  those  weighed  in  at 
competition.  Mr.  H.  W.  Tracy  had  over  five  score 
f  these  fine  fish.  Dec.  3. — G^le,  easterly,  with 
heavy  sea.  Tides  suit  for  all  day  fishing,  we-k-end 
and  part  of  next.  Unless  weither  moderates  down, 
there  will  ba  no  prospect.— Edwabu  Hanger  (Agent 
B.S.A.S.),  Napier,  Beach-street. 

Deal  (the  Pier).— The  unsettled  weather  and 
varying  winds  of  the  past  few  days  have  seriously 
interfered  with  local  sport,  but  results  have  in  the 
end  not  panned  out  badly.    Had  favourable  weather 
prevailed  no  doubt  some  splendid  catches  would  have 
been  made,  as  the  fi^h  are  very  plentiful  just  now. 
On  Saturdiy  (Nov.  29)  one  and  all  did  well,  premier 
honours  of  tha  day  falling  to  Messrs.  Beasley,  Morrell, 
and  Bashnell.    On  the  follow  ng  day,  despite  a  strong 
east  wind  and  drenching  rain,  over  twenty  local 
and    visiting    fishers  put    in  an   appearance,  and 
the_  fish    took    the    bait    readily  throughout  the 
entire  day.      Monday   (Dec.  1)  witnessed  a  large 
accession  to  the  pier  ranks,  including  Messrs  Dryden, 
Brooks,  Clark,  Wiggins,  Bowles,   Baker,  Bushnell, 
Morwood,  Philp,  Jefferson,  Curtiss,  Howells,  Holland, 
and  CoUyer,  together  with  Mr.,  Mrs.,  and  Master  Finn, 
but  the  whiting  were  not  in  evidence  until  the  late 
afternoon  hours,  when  somn  few  were  taken.  Tuesday 
(Dec.  2)  prov  d  another  disappointing  day  till  the 
slack  of  the  flood  and  the  draw  of  the  ebb  tide,  when 
good  sport  was  obtained,  several  members  leaving 
the  pier  with  their  creels  quite  full  of  large  whiting. 
Mr.  Beasley  included  a  small  pollack  in  his  catch, 
Mr.  Hirncastle  a  shapely  one  of  31b  ,  and  Mr.  Philp 
foar  nice  dabs.     The  wind  changed  early  on  the 
morning  of  Wednesday  (Dec.  3)  from  north-west  to 
north-east,  and  the  consequence  was  anything  but 
encouraging,  yet  tha  day's  catch  proved  phenomenal, 
the  whiting  fairly  flying  at  the  biits.    Pails,  baskets, 
creels  were  in  turn  filled  to  repletion,  and  the  diflijulty 
was  not  to  catch  the  fish  bat  to  provide  means  of 
transporting  them  to  the  shore.   Colonel  Synge,  Mijor 
Brine,  and  Mr.  Norman  were  well  repiid  f  jr  their 
day's  visit  by  a  gross  take  of  one  hundred  and  sixteen 
whiting.— J.  Richardson  (B.S  A.S  ). 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards. — Poor  sport  of 
late  owing  to  the  rough  weather,  and  unless  it  mode- 
rates sport  will  not  improve.  Boats  unable  to  go  out 
on  Nov.  29  and  30.  Deo.  1.— Small  catches  of  cod, 
whiting  and  flat-fish.  Dec  2.— Fair  day  ;  good  takes 
of  cod  and  whiting  ;  long-liners  bringing  in  a  good 
number  of  cod.  Deo.  3  —Cold  wind,  N  E. ;  fair  tikes 
of  whiting  and  flat-fi-h;  long-liners  doing  well  with 
cod,  plaice,  etc.,  one  bringing  in  an  181b.  turbot.  Pieis 
have  been  doing  fairly  well  ;  several  codliog,  also 
whiting^  and  flits,  have  been  taken  from  Hastings 
Pier.  St.  Leonards  Pier  may  claim  chief  honours. — 
Oa  Deo.  1,  Mr.  Greer  secured  a  cod  of  lOib.  and  Mr. 
Sear  one  of  41b.  13oz  ;  on  Deo.  3,  Mr.  Watts  a  cod  of 
6ib.  Good  takes  of  whiting  and  flat-fish  have  bten 
had.  I  fear  prospects  are  not  good  at  present ;  wind 
changing  to  east. — A. 

Plymouth.— Last  Thursday  (Nov.  27)  one  of  our 
trawlers  brought  in  a  huge  dsh  about  7ft.  Gin.  lor  g, 
which  they  said  was  called  a  "Spanish  shark";  it 
was  covered  all  over  with  bristles  or  s-pikes.  It  was 
bought  by  a  Mr.  Foster  and  sent  to  London.  From 
the  description  of  the  fish  I  should  say  it  was  a  spinous 
shark  {Squalus  spinosus).  One  of  these  fish  was  oaugtit 
off  Falmouth  m  1824,  Couch  mentioned  anoiner 
CiUght  in  1867,  and  I  have  one  that  was  caught  in 
1877  vit  here  which  measurea  over  7fc.  in  length, 
which  I  preserved  and  still  have.  The  pecu  iarity  of 
this  flbh  IS  that  it  has  no  dorsal  fin,  but  two  small 
ones  on  the  back  close  to  the  tail,  and  this  tdil  is  the 
shape  of  a  human  foot.  The  s-pikes  are  similar  to 
thos-e  on  a  blackberry  or  rose  tree,  and  the  body  is 
covered  all  over  with  them,  consequently  they  are 
nasty  things  tu  get  in  the  net.  The  ordinary  fishing 
here,  both  amateur  and  professional,  is  pretty  much 
the  same  as  last  week,  but  with  the  addition  that  the 
grey  mullet  are  CL'mmancing  to  feed  in  the  docks.— 
William  HEABDiiB  (B  S.A.S  ). 

Walmer.— The  weather  this  week  has  not  been 
favourable  for  angling.  Few  anglers  hive  been  out, 
and  there  is  little  sport  to  record.  The  weather  has 
altered  for  the  better,  and  week-end  prospects  ar« 
good.— Chaeles  Hossh.y  (B  S.A.S.). 

Weymouth.  —  No  fisLing  of  any  importance  hai 
been  done  in  the  bay  during  the  past  week ;  the 
weather  has  been  very  bad,  gusty  winds  and  rough 
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seas.  Tho  harbour,  nevertheless,  has  aliordcd  some 
sport  with  bass  ;  some  very  good  takes  have  been  made 
from  day  to  day,  besides  a  few  pollack.  The  bass  that 
have  been  caught  have  been  of  a  very  fair  size  and  in 
good  condi^ion.    Wind  southerly  ;   sea  moderate.  - 

A.  G.  KOWBTT,. 


BssocittHons 

(Special  MKETTwas^ 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY- 

The  committee  met  on  Nov.  28,  when  one  appli- 
cation was  considered,  and  a  grant  made.  Since 
last  report  I  have  to  acknowledge  i2  I63.  Cd.  from 
the  donation  box  of  the  Camdeu  Angling  Society. 
We  have  received  another  life-member — Mr.  Elder, 
of  the  Eagle  Angling  Society.— W.  H.  Barher,  9, 
Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush. 

British  Sba-Anglebs'  Society — 

On  Wednesday  evening  the  Council  Chamber  at 
tbe  Holborn  Restaurant  was  filled  with  well-known 
members  and  their  friends,  many  of  them  last  seen 
at  Deal  in  attire  ia  strong  contrast  to  the  conven- 
tional rig  of  town  life,  for,  like  all  good  fishernien, 
they  bad  not  forgotten  that  man  was  not  made  to 
live  alone,  so  tbe  Society  on  its  one   "  Ladies' 
Night  "  gathered  in  wives  and  daughters,  and  true 
to  its  instincts  let  them  sea  on  the  screen  what 
manner  of  amusement  husbands  and  fathers  in  their 
absence  often  indulged  in.  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  a  Vice- 
President  of  the  Society,  occupied  the  chair,  and  told 
those  present  what  a  successful  competition  had  been 
held  at  Deal,  what  a  oomf  -rtable  home  the  Society 
had  made  for  itself  at  4,  Fetter  Lane,  and  how  the 
reward  was  flowing  in  in  the  shape  of  a  large 
accession  of  new  members — over  180  since  Oct.  1  — 
and  good  attendances  at  the  Wednesday  evening 
meetings.    And  then  the  meeting  was  delivered  into 
the  hands  of  the  lantern  operator,  Mr.  Hill ;  Mr. 
Charles  Hussey  exhibiting  a  singularly  perfect  lot  of 
slides,  illustrating  the  varied  incidents  of  sea-angling 
from  pier  and  boat.    Many  of  them  being  taken  at 
Deal  reproduced  in  akeen  but  kindly  way  well-known 
faces  and  characters,  speedily  identified  by  those 
present ;  even  a  grave  member  of  the  committee 
was  recognised  only  head  above  water  in  a  troubled 
sea.    To  remark  upon  the  perfection  of  M  ■.  Hussey's 
photographic  work    would   be   an  impertinence. 
When  lights  were  turned  up  a  tort  of  welcome 
relief  was  afforded  by  an  interval  of  music,  Mi-s 
Jessie  Parker  delighting  her  audience  with  song, 
followed  by  Tiliss  Graoie  Handley,  whose  violin- 
playing — they  had  heard  her  before— took  them 
fairly  by  storm.     Then  '■  out  lights."    Mr.  J.  W. 
Ziehnsdorf    placed    a    long   and  good  series  of 
slides    upon  the    sheet,    causing    a    lively  dis- 
cussion as  to  whether  he  had  beaten  Mr.  Hu=sey 
at  the  game  or  not.    More  music,  Mr.  Crisfield 
and  Miss  Parker,  by  sweet  sounds,  soothing  the 
audience  for  another  attack  upon  their  attention, 
not  by  the   "Camera  Fiend"  but  the  "Lantern 
Man."    In  quick  s-uccession   Mr.   Edwards,  Mr. 
Michael  Jacob,  and  Mr.  Summers  completed  the 
task.    Some — and  ver)'  good  ones,  too — of  the  slides 
representing  sea  fishing  on  the  Cornish  coast  were 
from  photographs  taken  by  Mr.  Croft  Handley  in 
the  summer.     And    then    serious  attention  to 
anything  was  diverted  by  the  comic  singing  of 
Mr.  Will  Ballard.    The  meeting,  after  thanking  the 
chairman,  done  in  suitable  terms  by  Mr.  C.  0.  Min- 
chin,  broke  up  in  nice  time  to  send  the  ladies  home 
on  a  nipping  cold  night.    The  members  of  the  com- 
mittee attended  in  force,  and  acted  as  stewards  for 
the  evening.    On  Wednesday  at  8  p.m.  the  men  *ill 
resume  their  ordinary  way  of  meeting  at  headquarters, 
where  on  Dec.  17  a  microscopical  evening  will  be 
held. — Hon.  Rei'.kter. 

City  op  London  Piscatoeial  Society— 

Mr.  T.  Gilbert  very  genially  presided  at  an  ex- 
tremely pleasant  meeting  at  the  Queen  Anne's 
Restaurant  on  Tuesday  last.  I'ishing  reports  were 
not  numerous,  however.  Mr.  Canton  exhibited  a 
nice  tray  of  roach  and  perch  in  fine  condition,  taken 
by  him  in  the  New  River.  Mr.  F.  Warne  al>o  had 
a  big  catch  of  roich  from  theOuse  -large  in  number 
but  not  of  great  size.  Several  curious  and  interest- 
ing items  were  exhibited  by  members  for  general 
inspection  amongst  them.  Mr.  Taylor  showed  a 
turbot,  remarkable  for  having  two  dark  sides— that 
is,  no  light  side.  Mr.  Salisbury,  some  rubber 
(caoutchouc)  in  its  crude  or  natural  state,  except 
that  some  ingenious  savage  bad  most  arlittically 
worked  it  into  the  form  of  an  actually  useful 
boot.  An  antiquated  gentle,  but  of  immense 
size,  was  shown  by  Mr.  Hollands,  who  was  good 
enough  to  hand  tho  curiosity  over  to  the  society's 
mueeum,  Samples  of  tiie  improved  lead  for  i-ea 
fishing,  invented  by  Mr.  Taylor,  were  also  handed 
round,  members  generally  expressing  themselves 
very  favourably  regarding  its  usefulness.  Three 
gentlemen,  nominated  at  a  previous  meeting,  were 


balloted  for  and  duly  elected.  Considerable  dis- 
cussion took  place  respecting  tho  forthcoming  pike 
and  perch  competition  on  Dec.  9,  regarding  w  hich 
matter  members  are  requested  to  note  conditions, 
etc.,  in  last  week's  report.  The  usual  C.L.P  S.  toast 
and  ii  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  an  excellent  chair- 
man closed  the  proceedings. 

Gbkbham  Anolinq  Society — 

Mr.  W.  Marshall  presided  at  the  committee 
meeting  held  on  Tuesday  last,  when  important 
business  was  transacted  and  arrangements  for  the 
New  Year  were  discussed.  At  the  ordinary  meeting 
which  followed  Mr.  Zerfass  occupied  the  chair.  In 
the  Novices'  Competition  for  Mr.  Marston's  prize, 
held  at  Kelvedon  on  Saturday  (Nov.  22),  Mr. 
H  M.  Baker  proved  the  winner ;  his  best  cast  was 
22  jards,  and  his  average  18  yards  2  feet.  Mr. 
Mashall  gave  an  interesting  report  of  his  outing  in 
connection  svith  the  B.S.A  S.  competition,  his  take 
consisting  of  five  and  a  half  score  whiting.  Messrs. 
Gill,  Hicks,  and  Borthwick  visited  Kelvedon  and 
succeeded  in  taking  a  few  roach ;  the  weather  was 
simply  drenching.  Mr.  /erfass  took  a  quantity 
of  roach  and  dace  from  tho  Cam,  and  Mr.  Bucking- 
ham paid  Henley  a  visit,  but  sport  was  not  very 
good.  Mr.  Emery  had  roach,  chub,  and  dace  from 
the  Lea,  and  Mr.  Eldred  a  few  perch  from  Cheshunt. 
Members  will  be  glad  to  know  that  our  old  friend 
Mr.  Jas.  Tayler  spent  the  evening  with  us.  Mr. 
J.  B.  Close  opened  a  discussion  on  "  Shore-fishing 
for  Sea  Anglers,"  and  this  was  carried  on  by  several 
members,  and  formed  an  interesting  feature  in  a 
very  pleasant  evening.  Votes  of  thanks  to  Messrs. 
Marshall  and  Zerpass  for  the  able  manner  in  which 
they  performtd  their  respective  duties  were  carried, 
and  the  toast  of  "  The  Gresham  "  concluded  the 
business  of  the  meeting. — P.  E.  Eldeed,  hon.  sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  was  in  the  chair  at  our  meeting 
on  Dec.  3.  Pishing  reports  were  almost  nil.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Hersant  ha^  taken  a  number  of  small  pike  and 
Mr.  G.  Rayner  x^erch  from  the  Lea.  Several  mem- 
bers have  visited  our  Barford  fishery,  but  the  water 
is  in  heavy  flood  and  will  not  be  fishable  for  a  week. 
Next  Wednesday  we  have  a  musical  evening,  and 
hope  members  and  friends  will  turn  up  in  force. 
— G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society — 

Between  eighty  and  ninety  members  and  friends 
assisted  at  the  annual  supper  held  at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant  on  Monday  evening  last,  the  vice-presi- 
dent, Mr.  Horace  Brown,  presiding.    The  vice-chair 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Robt.  C.  Blundell,  and  at  the 
heads  of  the  other  three  tables  were  Messrs.  E. 
Knowks  Foreman  (hon.  treasmer).   Prank  Ward, 
and  Mr.  G.  E.  de  Courcy  (hon.  secretary).  Supper 
being  ended,  the  toast  of  "  The  King"  was  submitted 
from  the  chair,  the  vice-president  calling  upon  the 
company  to  drink  it  right  loyally  in  the  following 
quaint  peroration  :  "  To  the  health  of  King  Edward 
VII.,  king  of  all  angle-land.    May  his  line  continue 
to  run  without  check,  and  to  every  loyal  soul 
on  every  rod,  pole,  and  perch  of  His  Majesty's 
Dominions  where  we  see  the  Jack  float.    It  still 
cocks  proudly,  works  well,  and  soon  we  shall  have 
another  run."    The  only  other  set  toast  was  that  of 
the  "Piscatorial  Society,'  in  giving  which  the  chair- 
man remarked  that  it  was  an  association  of  anglers 
rather  than  a  fishing  club,  meeting  more  for  good 
fellowship  than  for  catching  fish,  as  was  evidenced 
by  the  show  on  ,the  boards  that  night.     By  the 
riverside  firm  friendships  were  established.  The 
society    was    essentially  one    for    making  good 
friends.    The  spirit  which  actuated  them  was  that 
they  fished  for  pleasure,  and  even  after  members 
had  experienced  the  blankest  of  days  they  were 
still   the   jolliest   of    fellows.      He    had  lately 
seen  their  dear  old  comrade  Mr.  Pennings,  the 
society's  president,  who  was  a  perfect  object-lesson 
to  anyone  endeavouring  to  keep  up  their  spirits 
under  exceptionally  trying  circumstances.  They 
knew  the  great  invalid  their  president  was,  and 
that  he  was  nearly  blind,  but  he  was  as  sharp  and 
as  keen  as  ever.    When  he  (the  speaker)  had  to  ask 
him  about  a  matter  of  business,  and  tjld  him 
about  the  private  water  the  society  held,  his  one 
message  to   them  all   was    "  to    take    a  little 
more  whisky  and  a  little  less  water  "  (laughter). 
They  had  a  treasurer  second  to  none,  a  secretary 
who  if  providence  had  designed  a  good  motor  he 
would  have  fashioned  it  after  the  pattern  of  their 
valued  friend  de  Courcy  ;  an  assistant  secretary  who 
could  tie  a  fly  as   well  as  he  could  throw  one  ; 
other  oflicials  aud  committees  which  the  talent  of 
Europe  could  not  improve  upon,  so  that  there  was 
no  fear  fjr  the  society  in  the  future.    He  hoped, 
however,  to  see  young  members  come  forward  and 
help,  as  some  of  the  older  ones  were  ready  for  the 
retired  list.    He  could  promise  them  most  enjoyable 
evenings  at  the  Salon  and  many  days  of  pleasure  by 
the  riverside.    (Applause.)    At  this  juncture  Mr.  J. 
W.  /aehnedorf,  the   hon.   Curator-Librarian,  ap- 


proached the  chairman,  holding  shoulder  high  a 
trav  containing  the  largest  grayling  (a  2-pounder) 
killed  this  year  by  a  member,  and  conve>ing  to  the 
company,  with  infinite  satisfaction,  the  information 
that  the  captor  was  Horace  Brown  himself.  The 
latter  remarked  dryly,  "  but  what  is  that  among  so 
many,"  to  the  intense  amuseniout  of  all.  The 
remaining  toasts  were  "  The  Chairman''  and  "  Vice- 
Chairman,"  Mr.  Robt.  C.  Blundell  proposing  the 
former  in  eulogistic  terms.  The  musical  arrange- 
ments were  entrusted  to  Mr.  Charles  Toy,  the 
following  artistes  contributing  an  admirable  selec- 
tion of  songs,  solos  and  recitations; — Miss  Kate 
HuUett,  Mi'ss  Ethel  M.  Walker,  Messrs.  Jno.  Edgar, 
Leonard  Buxton,  T.  Thorpe  Bates,  Lewis  Benet,  C. 
W.  Wreford,  and  Alec  White. 

Si  L\  ER -Trout  Angling  Societv. 

On  Tuesday,  Dec.  2  (quarterly  night),  the  president 
and  vice-president  were  re-elected.  Mr.  R.  Smith 
(after  four  years'  good  service)  has  resigned  the 
secretaryship,  Mr.  W.  Hase  taking  over  his 
duties.  On  Deo.  14  there  will  be  an  outing  to 
Valding.  


SOME  EMERGENCY  DIETS. 


The  hardest  fare  that  six  strong  men  and  a  boy  of 
fifteen  ever  kept  alive  on  was  the  daily  menu  of  the 
Windover's  survivors,  who  were  cast  up  on  the  Irish 
coast  near  Kilsegg  a  few  weeks  ago.  They  lived  for 
sixteen  days  on  stewed  r  ipe  yarn,  without  a  crumb  of 
anything  else  to  help  to  digest  it,  except  water ;  and 
though  it  majle  them  ill  they  kept  alive  on  it,  and  did 
not  waste  away  very  much. 

The  Windover  was  a  bark  carrying  salt  between 
Spain  and  tbe  States,  with  an  English  crew,  and  she 
was  dismasted  and  abandoned  about  a  thousand  miles 
out  on  the  Atlantic.  Three  of  the  crew  were  killed 
by  falling  masts,  and  two  others  were  washed  over- 
board ;  but  the  other  seven  took  to  the  whaleboat  and 
set  out  for  Britain.  Being  in  too  much  of  a  hurry 
they  took  too  little  food,  but  three  large  butts  of 
water,  besides  the  tank  the  boat  already  held.  The 
result  was  they  ate  up  the  provisions  in  four  days,  but 
had  enough  water  for  a  month,  and  after  starving  two 
days  more  they  tried  boiling  lengths  of  tarred  hemp 
rope  into  a  pulp  and  swallowing  it.  They  had  a  keg  of 
paraffin  wax,  and  though  it  made  them  very  ill  at 
first  they  eventually  contrived  to  live  on  the  boiled 
hemp,  the  tar  boiled  to  a  jelly  adding  to  the  nourish- 
ment of  the  rope.  They  landed  in  comparatively  good 
health. 

Two  men  who  went  to  a  small  island  off  the  Irish 
coast  a  little  while  ago  kept  themselves  going  for  ten 
days  on  a  diet  almost  worse.  They  landed  in  a  boat 
which  was  smashed  by  a  wave  on  their  trying  to  re- 
launch her,  and  they  were  left  on  the  bare,  rocky 
island,  which  has  only  a  slight  ecilp  of  coarse  turf, 
without  food.  Fortunately  there  is  a  spring  on  the 
island,  but  nothing  in  the  way  of  food  but  gulls,  which 
they  could  not  catch,  and  nothing  to  make  a  fire  with 
as  a  distress  signal.  There  are  not  even  any  shell  fish 
as  there  is  no  beach,  and  the  pair  had  to  subsist  for 
the  ten  days  on  cold  raw  sea  weed  washed  up  by  the 
tide.  For  two  days  they  starved,  but  after  that  they 
tackled  the  seaweed,  making  three  meals  a  day  of  it 
until  rescued.  When  taken  off  they  were  a  good  deal 
emaciated,  but  no  ill  effects  resulted.  The  same  thing 
happened  oS  the  same  coast  five  years  ago  when  four 
fisherwomsn  were  imprisoned  on  an  inlet  by  the  loss  of 
their  boat.   They  lived  on  "  kelpie  "  grass  for  six  days. 

A  diet  of  boots  is  one  of  the  commonest  of  last 
resource  foods ;  and  though  it  is  hard  for  a  well-fed 
person  to  imagine  that  any  one  could  masticate  and 
digest  shoe  leather  a  pair  of  long  seaboots  will  keep  a 
man  alive  for  a  fortnight,  if  he  has  a  little  water. 
Captain  Maboly,  of  the  foundered  steamer  Gwalior, 
and  his  second  officer  created  a  record  last  year  by 
living  for  seventeen  days  on  boot  leather  and  a  pint  of 
water  per  day  each.  Of  couirse  no  teeth  can  tear 
cowhide  boots ;  they  have  to  be  cut  up  and  shredded 
with  a  knife,  and  the  shreds  chewed  and  swallowed. 
Boiling,  even  when  possible,  does  no  good  at  all,  but 
takes  from  the  boots  what  nourishment  they  contain. 
A  few  ounces  of  leather,  being  so  hard  to  digest,  stays 
the  stomach  for  fifteen  or  twenty  hours. 

The  best  known  and  most  useful  of  starvation  diets 
for  wrecked  or  castaway  people,  however,  is  that  of 
barnacles,  and  if  anything  of  the  kind  happens  to  you 
they  will  probably  be  your  staple  food.  Barnacles  are 
long,  tough,  half  shell  fish,  half  vegetable  creatures, 
that  grow  ou  the  under  sides  of  vessels.  Three  English- 
men and  a  crew  of  Lascars,  who  had  been  forced  to 
abandon  the  sailing  vessel  yorth  Star  a  few  months 
ago,  kept  themselves  going  for  over  a  week  on  barnacles, 
aud  only  two  of  the  crew  died.  The  worst  of  them  is 
that  they  give  one  internal  cramps  and  cause  an  in- 
sufferable thirst,  but  they  do  nourish  the  frame.  You 
have  to  reach  under  the  vessel's  side  and  pull  them 
off,  taking  care  not  to  leave  the  best  half  of  them 
sticking  to  the  planks.  Only  a  starving  person  could 
possibly  eat  theoi.  Many  a  castaway  crew,  however, 
has  found  them  better  than  nothing.— ..4»wi(;ers. 
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Messrs.  ANDREWS,  The  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Haslemere, 

Havini;  largely  iiicreaseil  tlu;  iiviinhcrs  tif  their  Stock   Fish  ai-i-  (juotiui;  low   |irices  foi 


FROM   WILD   OR   DOMESTICATED   FISH.    See  a/so  advertisement  on  cover. 


TRACE  GIVEN  WITH  EACH  BAIT. 
Will  kill  Pike,  Salmon,  Trout,  Pereh,  Bass,  &e. 


Post  Free,  complete  with  Special  Trace, 

THE  NEW  RUDDY  PIKE  PHANTOM 

ir^    SOFT  RUBBER. 

This  most  Killing  Bait  for  Pike,  Perch,  &c.,  is  made  in  three  sizes, 
and  will  be  sent  post  free  as  follows:  3  in.  size,  2/6  ;  3^  in.  si/,e,  2/9  ; 
4  in.  size,  3/-  (larger  to  order).    The  prices  include  a  4  ft.  Combination 
Trace,  with  8  Swivels. 

To  be  had  only  of 

WM.  BROWN  &  CO.,  64,  GEORGE  STREET,  ABERDEEN. 

{(}rii/iual  Inventors  of  the,  "  I'lia ii  totti .") 


New    iroik    hij    "'THE   AMATEUR   ANGLER.'^      NOW  READY 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Decembkr  6,  1902 


••  Our  bust  intents  are  all  for  your  delight." — 
Shakbspeabe. 


Our  Christmas  Number,  to  be  published  on  Dec.  13, 
will  have  miny  attractive  and  special  features.  Many 
well-known  angling  authors  will  be  found  among  the 
li-t  of  contribatocs.  Several  of  the  articles  will  be 
fully  illustrated.  The  price  will  be  the  mual  2d. 
Will  advertisers  kindly  note  the  day  of  publication, 
and  send  ia  "  copy  "  as  soon  as  possible  ? 


The  Ladies'  Night!  "Yes;  well;  what  about 
it  ?  "  Simply  that  on  Wednesday  evening  I  "strolled" 
into  the  Holborn  Restaurant.  The  committee  of 
the  Biitii-h  Sea  Anglers'  Socifty  (which  certainly 
works  most  successfully  in  providing  entertaiument 
for  the  member).)  had  secured  the  Council  Chamber  at 
the  Ho  bjrn  Restaurant,  and  a  very  large  number 
of  members  and  their  friends  were  present.  On  the 
propui-ition  of  Mr.  G  R  Clarke,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston, 
editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  was  unarjimou->ly  asked 
to  take  the  chair.  Mr.  Marston  said  it  gave  him  great 
pleasure  to  preside,  and  he  congratulated  the  society 
on  such  a  very  large  attend-ince  that  evening.  He 
also  congratulated  them  on  the  great  success  of  the 
recent  Sei  Fishing  Competition  at  Deal,  and  especially 
the  winner  of  the  gold  medal  and  Deal  challenge  cup, 
Mr.  T.  Rjberts, 

*  ♦  *  »  • 

Of  cour-:e,  Mr.  Roberts  was  proud  of  winning  such 
a  trophy,  and  as  the  society  numbered  over  800  mem- 
bers— (Mr.  G.  R  Clarke:  "A  thousand  ") —he  was 
glad  to  hear  it  was  over  a  thou-and  (hear,  hear) — Jlr. 
Roberts  had  the  odds  of  a  thousand  to  one  against  him 
(laughter).  Mr.  Roberts  was  not  a  selfish  angler,  and 
he  was  atile  to  inform  them  that  he  used  an  8-foot 
bamboo  and  gre<-nheart  sea  rod  supplied  by  Messrs. 
G.image,  a  special  sea  reel  and  liue  by  Messrs. 
Oirter,  aud  a  Kirby  straight  pull  bjom — which  evi- 
dently was  the  riaht  thing.  (I  shall  have  somethirg 
more  to  say  of  tackle  next  week.)  As  regards  bait  Mr. 
Roberts  informed  him  it  was  mackerel  caught  in  Lon- 
don and  kept  in  ice  in  a  biscuit  tin — the  Deal  fish 
thought  it  was  a  great  deal  better  thin  the  local  baits 
(oh,  oh  !)  Mr.  Marston  then  remioded  the  gentlemen 
present  that  in  America  it  was  the  charming  custom 
of  the  American  ladies  to  reward  victors  with  kisses 
(laughter). 

*  i«i  >K  *  * 

He  also  suggested  that  it  they  could  get  the  lady 
members  of  the  Socieiy  to  follow  suit  it  would  give 
immense  zest  to  their  competitions  (laughter).  After 
referring  to  the  great  and  gratifying  progress  of  the 
Society,  the  chairman  said  they  were  to  have  what 
would  no  doubt  prove  a  most  interesting  exhibition  of 
lantern  slides  as  well  as  some  singing  and  music. 
After  a  piano  solo  by  Miss  Day,  delightfully  rendered, 
and  a  song  from  Mr.  Cresfield,  Mr.  Hussey  had  the 
lights  turned  out,  and  gave  a  most  interesting  show  of 
views  of  fishing  at  Deal  and  other  places,  and  some 
really  magnificent  flower  pieces. 

***** 

Miss  Jessie  Parker  followed  with  a  solo  song  and 
Miss  Gracie  Handley  with  a  violin  solo,  both  giving 
great  satisfaction.  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf,  Mr.  Edwards, 
]'un.,  Mr.  Jacobs,  and  Mr.  Summers  then  gave  their 
exhibition  of  lantern  views,  which  were  greatly  appre- 
ciated ;  and  after  some  more  music  and  songs,  Mr. 
C.  0  Minchin  very  gracefully  prop  )sed  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  to  Mr.  Marston  for  presiding,  and  acknow- 
ledged the  great  interest  he  had  taken  in  the  affairs  of 
the  society  from  the  first.  Mr.  Marston  haying  re- 
plied, a  most  pleasant  evening  was  brought  to  a  close. 


That  veteran  painter,  Mr.  Horsley,  claimed,  and  I 
think  deserved,  credit  for  painting  the  firsG  Christmas 
card.  I  am  reminded  of  the  immense  circulation 
these  cards  now  have  by  a  picture  of  Mr.  F.  J.  Blogg 
as  "  Father  Christmas,"  distributing  boxes  of  Christ- 
mas cards.  Mr.  Bfcgg,  of  the  Raleigh  Park  Bazaar, 
105,  Brixton-hill,  London,  has  a  right  to  pose 
as  Santa  Claus,  for  his  shilling  box  of  Christmas  and 
New  Ytar  cards  is  a  marvel!  Each  box  contains 
25  folding  cards  of  really  lovely  design.  The  postage 
of  the  box  is  only  twopence.  For  an  extra  fourpence 
you  can  have  envelopes  to  fit  the  cards  ;  bo  for  one 
and  sixpence  you  can  eend  choice  works  of  art  and 
messages  of  friendship  and  good-9siil  all  over  the 
country.  Mr.  Bloeg  does  indeed  give  value  for  money 
and  his  cards  will  make  a  "Happy  Christmas "  for 
many. 


Owing  to  the  success  of  the  remarkable  chimpanzee 
"CjdsuI"  now  performing  at  the  Royal  Aquaiium, 
Mr.  Ritchie,  the  managing  director,  has  extended  the 
teim  of  its  engagement  up  to  the  lime  of  permanently 
olcfaing  the  building,  which  will  be  on  Jan.  10.  There 
will 'be  a  one  day  "Doggy"  Festival  on  Thursday, 
Dec.  18. 


The  Northampton  Institute  ia  not  far  from  old 
Sadler's  Wells,  a  shrine  fur  miny  anglers.  I  am  glad 
to  see  that  this  great  institute  is  doing  splendid  educa- 
tional work,  and  I  congratulate  the  clerk  to  the 
governors,  Mr.  Sidney  Ashford,  on  the  success  which 
crowns  a  lot  of  devoted  hard  work.  I  looked  in  at  the 
110th  entertainment,  a  grand  Scotch  festival,  and  lis- 
tened to  a  programme  good  enough  to  delight  any 
lover  of  "  the  land  o'  cakes."  The  prize  distribution 
took  place  on  Dec.  3,  and  many  were  the  compliments 
paid  to  those  whose  zeal  has  made  this  institute  the 
pride  of  London. 


Richard  Harding  Davis  went  to  Spain  to  attend 
the  coronation  and  see  the  great  coronation  bull  fight. 
He  has  witnessed  bull  fijjhts  also  in  many  Spanish- 
American  countri"s.  In  the  Christmas  Scribncr's  he 
has  a  satirical  article  cilled  "  The  Gentle  Art  of  Bull 
Fighting,"  in  which  he  advances  a  fpecial  claim  for  a 
new  hero  of  the  bull  fight,  the  humble  chulo  who 
sweeps  up  the  debris  in  the  ring.  [And  why  not  ?  The 
world  knows  nothing  of  its  greatest  men.  Is  there 
not  a  good  story  of  Millais'n  man  of  all  work?  This 
hero  of  the  studio  faid  :  "  I  stretch  the  canvas,  I  mix 
the  colours,  and  all  the  guv'nor  has  tj  do  is  to  shuve 
'em  on."] 


CoR.MACK  H.  O'Dowd  was  an  angler  known  and 
respected — nay,  revered — by  thousands  of  anglers. 
Alas  I  that  I  must  speak  of  him  in  the  pa«t  tense. 
It  has  been  my  privilege  to  dine  and  sup  and  fi^h  with 
him  on  many  ucoasions.  The  sudden  death  of  his 
charming  wife  is  still  fresh  in  the  mnuory  of  readers. 
"  Mac,"  as  he  was  familiarly  called  by  his  brother 
journalists,  had  been  in  failing  health  for  some  time 
past.  He  sought  fresh  woods  and  pantures  new,  and 
it  was  hoped  he  had  found  health.  It  was  believed 
that  winteiing  abroad  would  quite  restore  him,  and 
the  foUowiag  paragraph  from  a  daily  paper  has  come 
with  a  great  shock  to  his  many  friends  : — 

*  *  *  •  » 

"  A  telegram  received  in  London  on  Dec.  4  announces 
the  sudden  death  of  Cormac  Humphreys  O'Dowd,  at 
Meran,  in  the  Austrian  Tyril,  where  he  had  only 
arrived  the  week  previous.  Mr.  O'Dowd  was  educated 
in  France,  and  spent  some  of  his  early  years  in  the 
Savings  Bank  Department  of  the  Post  Office.  Jour- 
nalism, however,  was  his  fancy,  and  he  bec»me  a 
newspaper  free-lance  while  still  quite  a  youth.  He  was 
the  first  sporting  representative  of  the  Daily  Chronicle 
when  it  was  purchased  by  the  late  Mr.  Edward  Lloyd. 
He  was  also  later  connected  with  the  Press  Associa- 
tion and  the  Daily  Ntws.  He  was  closely  associated 
with  the  late  Mr.  Charles  Pardon,  and  was  one  of  the 
most  valued  members  on  the  staff  of  Pardon's  Cricket 
Rt-porting  Agency.  For  upwards  of  25  years  he  has 
been  attached  to  Lloyd's  News  in  connection  with 
sport  and  athletics." 


There  are  lots  of  peonle  who  do  not  know  "  Mr. 
Brown  "  or  "  Mr.  Victor  Wiiggles worth."  Well,  thei.r 
education  has  been  sadly  neglected,  and  they  have  my 
sympathy.  Now  this  is  not  only  the  last  but  the 
final  notice  that  on  Saturday  evening,  Dec.  6,  at 
Ye  Cow  and  Calf  Tavern,  Eastcheap,  the  'members  of 
the  Fourth  Estate  "  will  foregather  for  the  purpose  of 
s  jmpling  turtle  soup,  etc.  I  am  not  asking  for  gentlemen 
connected  with  the  Press  (authors,  artists,  pablishers, 
engravers,  luorkers,  scribo  - 1  -  writes,  etc  )  to  come, 
because  I  am  afraid  those  who  have  not  signified  their 
intention  of  being  present  at  the  now  well-known 
banquet  of  the  "Lyohnobite"  Society  will  not  find 
a  chair.  To  those  who  would  care  to  know  ho^  to 
reach  "The  Cow  and  Calf"  (and  they  are  coming 
from  all  quarters — not  of  the  earth — of  London  and 
suburbs)  I  may  just  mention  that  the  hostelry  is  to 
be  reached  in  four  minutes  from  Fenchurch-street, 
seven  minutes  from  Liverpool-street,  five  minutes 
from  London  Bridge,  and  is  nearly  opposite  Monument 
Station. 


Mr.  John  Enbight  sends  the  following  sad  news ; — 
"  Angling  visitors  to  Castleconaell  will  regret  to  hear 
of  the  death  of  M.  Ryan,  railway  porter  at  this  resort. 
On  Friday  last  the  deceased  was  opening  the  gates  at 
the  level  crossing  when  a  special  train  dashed  up, 
broke  through  the  gates,  and  killed  the  porter.  He 
was  an  enthusiastic  and  successful  angler,  and  usually 
spent  his  leisure  hours  in  pursuit  of  trout  and  other 
fish.  His  genial  manner  made  him  a  favourite  with 
all  who  knew  him,  and  the  large  and  representative 
attendance  at  his  funeral  on  Sunday  was  ample  testi- 
mony of  the  respect  in  which  he  was  held.  Deceased, 
who  had  been  connected  with  the  railway  for  about 
20  years,  leaves  a  widow  and  five  joung  children  to 
mourn  his  loss." 


"A  Transvaal  trout  fishing  society,"  says  the 
Daily  Express,  "has  b'ea  formed  at  Johannesburg. 
It  will  inaugurate  a  great  scheme  for  stocking  Trans- 
vaal'waters  wiih  fish.  Lord  Milner  has  approved  of 
the  movement. 


Mb.  J.  Wright,  our  Burnham-on-Crouoh  corre- 
spondent, says:  "There  are  plenty  of  whiting,  pout, 
dabs,  sprat'',  etc.,  la  the  river,  as  shown  by  the  nets- 
men  who  now  get  their  living  by  catching  them.  The 
return  match  between  the  members  of  the  Walham 
Green  and  West  London  Clubs  takes  place  on  Dec  7." 
Mr.  Wright  is  arranging  for  their  bo  its,  and  advises 
anglers  to  go  down  on  Saturday  night,  so  that  they 
could  fish  (at  8.50  or  9)  on  the  ebb  tide.  Mr.  Sim 
Bridge,  of  Lilian-road,  Burnham-on-Crouch,  has  a 
waturproof  coat  which  was  left  in  his  waggonette, 
which  can  be  hid  on  application  and  by  giving  a 
desciiption  of  it. 


Avoid  quotations  unless  you  are  well  studied  in 
their  imp  jrt,  and  feel  their  pertinence.  A  man,  the 
other  day,  locking  at  the  skeleton  of  an  a<R,  which 
had  be  n  dug  out  of  a  Sindpit,  and  admiring  the 
struotura  even  of  that  de^-pised  animal,  made  a  very 
maladroit  use  of  a  texh  of  Scripture.  "  Ah  I  "  said  he, 
with  the  deepest  humility  and  the  most  perfect 
simplicity,  "  we  are  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made" 
Now  I  read  in  a  very  popular  "  weekly  "  that  "  some 
of  our  most  ardent  anglers  have  been  most  persistent 
in  their  quest  for  '  Lusus  exox.'and  a  goodly  number 
have  been  captured."  I  mu-t  certainly  have  a  go  at 
this  new  species  of  fish.  What  will  Alfred  the  Great 
say  about  this  ? 


His  Mother :  "  Get  up.  Tommy.  You  know  the 
early  bird  catches  the  worm."  Tommy  :  "  Well,  I 
ain't  going  fishing  to-day." 


An  old  and  valued  sub-criher  ("Badger  Midgi  ") 
Writes  :  "  When  at  K>ijana,  iu  Finland,  this  su'nmer  I 
cam 3  across  some  Hues  in  the  visitors'  book.  The 
writer  told  me  that  by  a  curious  irony  of  fate  he  hid 
a  good  catch  on  fly  the  day  af  cer  he  wrote  them  "  : — 

"  To  anglers  in  Kajana's  paradise 
Let  saddened  sage  just  tender  this  advice: 

'Eschew  the  fly  and  try  the  minnow's  lures, 
Then,  if  the  fish  are  on  the  move,  they're  yours; 
But  if  your  phantom  or  your  Devon  fails, 
If  "  forell "  wink  and  "harri"  wag  their  tails, 
Swear  just  one  little  swear,  if  swear  you  must, 
Then  ponder  on  this  thought— that  man  is  dust.*" 

It  was  election  night  and          "I've  nothing  in 

my  hand  but  my  fist  !  "  shouted  the  Mick,  when  he 
was  called  to  order  by  the  chairman  for  thumping  on 
the  table.  "  But  what  I  say  is  this  " — and  he  thumped 
again — "  yu're  readin'  the  rules  in  the  wrong  place — 
yu're  readin'  the  blistid  articles  before  electing  the 
offiaers,  and  by  the  holy  poker  I'm  trying  to  tell  3e 
they  always  came  afther  before."  And  then  the  Mick 
added  solemnly,  "  With  reguards  to  the  annual  dinner 
at  the  '  Cow  and  her  Young  One,'  I  do  hope  that  those 
who  are  not  early  will  plase  come  late." 

Mr.  a.  Scabd,  of  Holywell  Ferry,  near  St.  Ives, 
Hunts,  sent  a  basket  of  roach  in  splendid  condition 
just  as  a  sample  of  what  are  being  taken  ia  the 
Huntingdon  Ouse  neir  his  hostelry.  Several  weighed 
IJlb.  He  also  sajs:  "I  got  a  dozen  about  IJlb.  eich 
on  Monday  in  four  hours.  Good  sport  is  being  had 
with  pike  and  perch.  Anglers  should  not  neglect  this 
part  of  the  Ouse."  [I  shall  try  and  have  a  week-end 
there  soon.] 


The  Christmas  number  of  the  Publislters'  Circular 
has  just  been  published.  As  usual,  it  contains  illus- 
trated reviews  of  the  majority  of  books  suitable  for 
Christmas  reading  and  Ctiristmas  presents.  This 
year's  number  eclipses  any  number  previously 
issued,  and  I  should  advise  any  one  who  wants  a  very 
fine  collection  of  the  best  illustrations  of  the  year  to 
get  a  copy. 

This  item  is  from  a  Corean  new.opaper,  published  in 
English:— "  Seoul,  Corea,  May  23,  1902.— Lately  the 
Police  Headquirters  ordered  to  forbid  the  servants, 
etc.  to  run  the  horses  fastly  on  the  big  streets,  as  they 
sometimes  pressed  the  children  down  and  hurted 
them  on  the  ground  and  the  police  stopped  a  m<poo 
running  a  horse  hardly  on  its  back,  but  a  number  of 
soldiers  came  along  quickly  and  captured  the  police 
away."  [There  is  a  nice  original  style  about  this.  I 
think  I  must  turn  the  writer  on  to  describe  a  good 
fishing  match.] 

America  is  the  home  of  most  remarkable  stories; 
but  this  one  of  a  marvellous  cure  from  a  poisonous 
snake  bite  hails  from  India.  According  to  a  contem- 
porary, a  young  man  bitten  by  a  venomous  snake  was 
evidently  djing.  A  native  doctor  who  was  called  in 
resolved  to  use  the  most  powerful  remedy  he  knew. 
A  cowrie  shell  was  tied  on  a  piece  of  string  and  incan- 
tations muttered  until  it  began  to  whirl  round  and 
round,  and  finally  disappear.  In  a  few  minates  the 
snake  that  had  done  the  damage  appeared  with  the 
string  and  shell  round  its  neck.  It  put  its  mouth  to 
the  man's  wound  for  about  ten  minutes,  after  which 
the  I  dying  man  speedily  recovered.  Dbaonbt, 
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Provineial  Angling  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  Tnomiitg 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Some  of  our  membeis  have  been  having  some  good 
sport  with  the  pike  previous  to  the  late  heavy  rains. 
Those  of  our  pe.ple  who  have  obtainel  permi  sion  to 
fls-h  private  water  have  met  «ith  good  sport;  a  friend 
of  mine,  Mr.  A.  Bushell,  the  well-known  manager  of 
the  Gaiety  Music  Hall,  had  seme  good  fish  last  week, 
fishing  private  crater  near  to  Nuneaton,  his  heit  fiih 
weighing  over  201b  ;  be  also  took  six  smaller  ones. 
These  who  have  fished  the  Severn  have  done  well, 
and  some  good  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  Avon 
near  to  Stratford-on-Avon,  and  in  the  Alveston  district ; 
things  have  been  very  nuiet  in  the  Pershore  and 
DeSord  neighbourhood.  Some  very  good  chub  have 
been  taken  from  the  Eardington  district  on  the  Severn, 
and  some  good  catches  of  roach  have  b;ea  had,  but  the 
fish  have  not  tun  large.  AtKemsey  and  at  the  Ketch 
dace  and  roach  have  been  going  well  at  the  bread  paste. 
The  pools  and  reservoirs  are  now  well  worthy  of  atten- 
tion as  the  whole  of  our  rivers  are  bank  high,  and  ia 
some  of  the  low-lying  districts  the  water  is  out 
and  over  the  meadows.  We  are  having  some  very  wet 
and  dull  weather.  It  has  been  very  cold,  and  we 
have  had  some  sleet  and  snow  which  will  prevent  for 
£ome  time  to  come  all  kinds  of  fishing  so  far  as  the 
rivers  are  concerned ;  bat  the  canals  are  worth  the 
consideration  as  they  are  all  well  stocked,  but  the  fish 
of  course  are  small,  but  they  will  pass  the  asso- 
ciation limit.  A  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Asssocia- 
tion  committee  will  he  shortly  held,  when  matters  of 
the  greatest  importance  will  be  considered.  The  new 
travelling  cards  for  1903  are  now  printed,  and  will 
shortly  be  ready  and  in  the  hands  of  the  secretaries  of 
the  various  societies. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (UNCOLNSHIRE\ 

Heavy  rain  has  fallen  in  the  district  this  week,  and 
angling  operations  have  been  temporarily  upset.  So 
heavy,  in  fact,  was  Monday  night's  downpour  that 
many  of  the  drains  on  Tuesday  were  running  bankfull. 
Before  the  rainfall,  however,  the  trolling  rod  was 
accounting  for  good  things  amongst  the  pike.  The 
Forty-foot  received  substantial  patronage,  and  those 
who  angled  on  the  Donington  and  Swineshead  lengths 
had  every  reason  to  be  jatisfied  with  their  efiorts. 
True,  none  of  them  took  any  fish  of  extraordinary 
dimensions,  yet  they  had  heavy  bags  by  reason  of  the 
number  obtained.  One  angler  accounted  for  five 
brace,  which  averaged  just  over  3Jlb.  apiece,  and 
an-jther  rod  captured  three  brace,  included  in  which 
was  one  of  71b.  The  lower  lengths  have  been  most 
productive  on  the  Withim,  and  the  Deeping  waters 
havejieldcd  best  on  the  Welland.  Little  has  been 
done  lately  by  the  reaching  fraternity,  but  towards 
the  end  of  last  week  this  brdnch  of  sport  was  thowing 
signs  cf  improvement,  especially  on  the  Mount 
Pleasant,  where  specimens  of  IJlb.  were  captured. 
It  will  be  quite  the  end  of  this  week  bafore  operations 
can  be  resumed  with  any  paEsibility  of  success. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Very  poor  sport  has  been  experienced  in  this  district 
f  jr  the  past  week  owing  to  the  inclement  state  of  the 
weather  and  heavy  rains.  However,  when  better 
weather  intervenes  some  good  catches  of  roach  and  dace 
should  be  made  in  the  river  Hull  and  alsotbe  Driffield 
canal,  both  of  which  required  a  gocd  sluicing  out  to 
clear  the  beds.  A  few  pike  continue  to  hs  taken  with 
live  bait  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  and  one  angler 
secured  a  grand  let  of  perch  with  wcrm  i  .  the  vicinity 
cf  Land  o'  Nod.  A  number  of  codliog  are  now  in  the 
Ifumber,  and  at  Paull  and  Killingholme  a  nice  lot  of 
fish  havd  been  taken  with  the  mussel  bait.  The  River 
Hull  Angling  Association  held  their  annual  meeting 
at  the  White  Horse  Hotel  last  week,  and  elected  their 
executive  for  the  ensuing  season,  Mr.  John  Dickenson 
lf;ing  again  re-elected  to  the  presidential  chair,  to  be 
ippotted  in  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  G.  Fowler,  Mr. 

.  .  Itotherfortb,  treasurer,  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Johnstone, 
faon.  Eeoretary,  Mr.  George  Skow  to  act  as  con- 
tt-ible  for  the  season  of  1003.  The  balance-sheet 
shovsed  the  society  to  be  in  a  very  nourishing 
condition  both  as  to  members  End  funds. 
The  (,ld-estahlished  society,  the   (  niversal  Angling 

.'-scciatioD,  owing  to  street  inip.ovements  in  the 

.;d  t  jwn,  have  had  to  remove  their  headquarters  from 
the  British  Workman,  High  street,  where  they  have 
bad  a  club-room  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century,  to 

he  Biitifeh  Workman,  3,  North  Walls,  near  to  the 
Old  Dock  Bridge. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  amount  of  actual  angling  to  record  ia  very 
f-mall,  our  doings  being  confined  to  the  hardy  ones 
who  go  in  all  weathers  to  indulge.  An}'  cocdiiion  of 
'.(irgg  worse  than  those  unexpected  changes  in  the 

•  alher  during  the  past  week  would  be  haid  to  find. 

irst  a  blizzard  then  a  deluge  has  been  the  report  on 


at  least  two  days  since  last  time  of  writing.  Our  rivers 
are  now  dead  oft',  principjUy  from  floods,  and  only 
in  a  few  t.pits  are  they  pos-ible  to  fish.  Little 
or  nothing  is  reported  of  interest  from  the  Kibble, 
Lune,  and  Wyre,  but  on  the  former  the  spawning 
season  appears  to  ba  up  to  the  average.  Spawning 
at  our  great  Wyre^sdale  Fishery  has  been  in  progress 
for  some  time,  and  i-i  of  a  satisfactory  kind.  To-day 
there  is  a  very  important  gathering  of  angler.i  at  this 
fishery  by  invitation,  who  will  no  doubt  be  greatly 
interested.  A  special  report  fi-om  the  Bollin  speaks 
of  a  good  catch  by  Mr.  J.  Bai:croft,  but  that 
the  river  is  in  flood,  and  will  he  unfishable 
for  some  days  from  Dec.  3.  Little  or  nothing  is  re- 
ported of  interest  from  Warrington,  but  from  Liver- 
pool the  doings  of  the  rods  in  that  city  is  of  a  more 
lively  character.  They  seem  to  ba  recovering  some  of 
their  old  reputation  for  winter  enthusiasm. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Anglers  are  at  all  times  "resourceful,"  and  when 
Dame  Fortune  does  not  smile  on  our  sport  are  ever 
ready  to  Jay  aside  the  rod  for  any  other  implement 
likely  to  beguile  the  time.  A  few  days  ago  several 
hundreds  of  spectat  jrs  in  Bolton  witnessed  a  ma^.ch  at 
ping  pong  between  their  losal  champion  and  Mr.  R. 
Yates,  of  this  city,  whose  name  appeirs  on  the  li  of 
silver  medallists  of  the  Wor.iley  C  mal  Fishe 
Saven  desp?rate  games  wera  playad,  the  first  six  being 
equally  divided,  and  i:i  the  seventh  they  were  nineteen 
all,  from  which  point  Mr.  Yat€S  won  the  next  two 
points  and  of  course  the  match  and  gold  medal.  The 
complaints  existing  in  this  city  as  to  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  live  bait  for  pike  fishing  should  now  cease. 
Mr.  Will  Chambers,  of  Market  Place,  assures  the 
writer  that  he  has  made  arrangements  which  will 
meet  the  demand.  The  Manchester  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation at  their  last  meeting  had  a  ladies'  night,  the 
room  being  full  of  interested  members  and  guests. 
The  programme  included  a  mignificeut  lantern  show 
which  made  all  the  ladies  desirous  of  becoming  anglers 
so  that  they  might  see  the  plaoes  depicted  for  them- 
selves. The  novice  matches  arranged  by  the  Albion 
Angling  Society  were  uuquilifled  tuooasses,  Messrs. 
Bowman  and  Evans  securing  the  first  two  prizes. 
The  Welcomb  Angling  Society  is  reported  in  a  healthy 
and  prosperous  condition,  and  recently  added  fourteen 
new  members  to  the  roll  call. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

There  has  been  no  fishing  on  the  Trent  since  Monday. 
Heavy  rains  have  produced  a  very  big  rise,  and  at  the 
period  of  writing  the  river  contained  seven  and  a  half 
feet  cf  water  beyond  the  ordinary  level  of  winter.  On 
Thursday  (Nov.  27),  Mr.  P.  W.  K.  Wallis  was  again 
amongst  the  big  chub  at  Shardlow.  He  took  nineteen 
additional  fish,  making  fitty-nine  in  all  in  three  con- 
secutive outings,  that  weighed  about  401b.,  best 
31b.  7oz.  Mr.  J.  Greives  had  a  few  eels  to  the  worm, 
and  at  RoUaston  Mr.  R,  H.  Jackson  secutod  three 
pike,  including  one  of  8Jlb.  Mr.  Small,  who  was  out 
with  him,  landed  with  live  bait  a  chub  of  31b.  At 
Cavendish  Bridge,  on  Nov.  20,  Mr.  Wallis  and  H.  E. 
Birks  creeled  a  small  quantity  of  roach  with  gentles. 
The  river  was  rising,  and  sinoa  Nov.  29  the  rise  has 
developed  into  a  flood  on  a  small  scale.  The  executive 
of  the  City  Piscatorials  entertained  the  tenant  farmers 
and  others  to  a  complimentary  dinner  at  the  Bell  Inn, 
Attenborough,  on  the  night  of  Nov.  27.  Members 
pass  over  their  land  to  their  fishing  grounds.  Mr.  J. 
Truman  (president)  presided,  with  Mr.  C.  Jackson  in  the 
vice-chair.  Mr.  Whitaker,  J. P.,  of  Rainworth  Lodgv, 
near  Mansfield,  has  shot  a  fine  pair  of  wild  swans 
(H  ioper't')  that  settled  on  his  lake  in  a  flock  of  twenty- 
cue  ;  and  at  Bestwood  Lodge,  nearer  Notticgham,  Mr. 
Birkin  has  killed  a  wood  duck.  All  three  birds  have 
been  p'aced  with  Mr.  B.  Rose,  our  well-known  taxi- 
dermist, for  preservation.  The  presence  of  wild  swans 
so  far  inland  portends  a  spell  of  hard  weather. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  pleasant  social  evening  was  spent  by  the  members 
of  the  York  Cittle  Market  Angling  Club  on  Saturday, 
Nov.  29.  Dinner  was  served,  and  then  a  programme 
which  had  been  arranged  by  Messrs.  Young  and 
Thompson  was  gone  through.  During  the  evening 
Mr  Kettlestring  presented  to  Mr.  Metcalfe  the  gold 
medal  of  the  club,  and,  on  behalf  of  the  club  and 
customer;!,  Mr.  Atkin  presented  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kettle- 
string  with  a  tea  and  coffee  service.  A  great 
quantity  of  rain  has  fallen,  and  the  rivers  are 
moitly  running  high,  the  Ou-e  in  particular  being 
very  discoloured,  rendering  angling  this  week  almost 
impracticable.  On  Wednesday  there  was  a  downfall 
of  snow  cf  some  duration.     The   Ouse  Navigation 


To  Fly  Drbssbrs,  Amateur  and  ProfesBioiial.  Now  ready 
price  21.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"  Athenian  '  of  the  ntkinij  uaiillc  With  eighty  illustrations. 
ITiis  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pi  cket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2».  2ti.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marsto'i  «ud  Co., 
St  Dunstan's  Uuuao.  Fetter-liine.  London. 


Trustees  state  that  a  remarkable  absence  of  Hooding 
in  the  river  has  been,  experienced  for  some -two  years 
past,  in  consequence  of  which  great  difficulty  has  been 
found  in  keeping  the  channel  open.  To  them,  at  least, 
therefore  the  change  is  acceptable.  Anglers  an 
a  body  are  thinking  more  about  the  necessity  of 
placing  the  Ouse  under  the  protection  of  the  Mundella 
Aft,  this  having  baen  again  and  again  enforced. 
There  was  some  pike-fishing  among  local  rodmen 
towards  the  end  of  last  week,  but  the  reports  showed 
only  a  quiet  time  and  very  moderate  results.  In  the 
Derwent  some  nice  chub  were  caught  by  Mr.  Jas. 
Gibson,  of  York,  with  bread-paste  bait.  His  largest 
fish  weighed  about  41b.  Roach  fishing,  on  account 
of  the  rain,  was  less  successful.  The  Foss  has  yielded 
better  results  to  pike  fishers  plying  live  bait,  and 
many  jack  have  been  secured.  The  anglers'  hope  at 
present  is  that  a  more  becalmed  atmosphere  may 
prevail,  with  the  streams  settling  and  clearing  some- 
what, and  the  recurrence  of  a  few  frosty  nights  to  put 
fish  more  eagerly  on  the  feed  would  considerably 
br       n  prospects. 


NOTES'  FROM  IRELAND. 

Heavy  rains  continue  generally  throughout  the 
country,  and  all  waters  are  keef  ing  high  in  flood  in 
consequence.  Spawning,  on  the  whole,  appears  to  be 
going  on  very  satisfactorily,  and  poacheri  have  found 
their  occupation  difficult,  if  not  indeed  impossible, 
owing  to  the  almost  constant  floods  of  the  last  three 
weeks.  That  so  little  is  heard  of  poachers  is  perhaps 
due  to  this  fact.  This  is  especially  true  of  the  rapid 
rivers  in  the  mountainous  districts.  Good  work  con- 
tinues to  be  done  at  the  hatcheries,  some  of  which  are 
carried  on  on  a  large  scale.  It  is  confidently  expected 
that  much  benefit  shall  result  from  those  hatcheries  in 
the  near  future.  Sea  fishing  has  been  generally  at  a 
standstill  since  last  notes,  though  sportihas  been  had 
here  and  there  in  sheltered  places  at  pollack,  hake, 
and  vfhiting  on  the  south-west  coast.  The  weather  at 
time  of  writing  is  undergoing  a  change,  and  frost 
appears  to  be  near.  Frosty  weather,  should  it  arrive, 
generally  shows  good  sport  at  whiting  along  the  Cork 
and  Kerry  coasts. 


^ofes  from  i^c  ^oxi^. 


A  CORRESPONDENT  was  lately  asking  for  infor- 
mation anent  the  Shetlands.  If  he  had  been 
attentive  to  his  Fishing  Gazette  he  would  have  had  all 
the  information  worth  having  in  several  articles 
from  various  contributor.s,  including  your  humble 
servant,  but  I  would  now  direct  him  to  one  by 
"  Black  Beetle  "  in  tlie  issue  of  .July  12  of  this  year. 

There  is  also  a  small  guide  published  at  Od.  in 
connection  with  the  district  of  Hillswick  worth 
looking  into,  and  any  other  information  will  be 
given  by  the  North  of  Scotland  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Aberdeen,  who  run  the  line  of  steamers 
up  there. 


However,  these  parts  are  not  of  much  good  till 
well  on  in  the  season  even  for  browii  trout,  and  not 
till  the  autumn  for  good  sea  trout  angling.  Jul.y 
and  August  are  about  the  safest  months,  but  every- 
thing depends  on  the  weather. 

If  taken  in  hand  the  backwater  of  such  rivers  as 
the  Ythan  tidal  could  be  converted  into  a  large 
sea-tro>it  loch,  when  the  tide  was  out.  As  it  is, 
it  is  a  mere  burn  for  the  village  boys  to  paddle  in. 
Mr.  C  ,iegie  is  doing  something  of  this  sort  on  his 
Skib      estate,  but  then  he  is  a  millionaire. 

The  purification  of  the  Clyde  is  again  exercising 
the  minds  of  the  Glasgow  Corporation,  and  on 
Monday  evening  Mr.  McDonald,  the  City  engineer, 
read  an  exhaustive  paper  on  the  subject. 

It  will  be  a  cheering  day  for  the  "  Gle.ska " 
anglers  when  the  first  salmon  is  again  landed  on  its 
banks.  But  the  millennium  is  promised,  so  let 
Glasgow  flourish  ! 


The  rivers  and  streams  have  been  in  high  flood 
with  the  recent  rains,  but  it  is  feared  that  the 
later  fish  which  usually  come  on  in  force  just  now 
are  off  the  east  coast  for  the  nonce.  All  the  same 
the  bulk  of  the  spawners  are  well  mto  the  streams 
and  on  the  redds. 

Angling  waters  are  being  rapidly  picked  up. 
Even  the  Little  Ugio  is  being  looked  after,  and 
tickets  booked  for  the  early  spring  and  later 
autumn  of  190.3  season.  Mr.  Forbes,  Inverugie,  has 
jt  in  his  own  hands,  Special  Scotch. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

W.  B.,  Derby. — No  ;  dabs  do  not  grow  into 
plaice. 

Owen  Golder. — Sorry  I  cannot  tell  yon  if  the 
chestnuts  are  peeled  or  not  before  cooking,  but  I 
should  say  not.    The  cider  is  for  the  angler. 


Xetters  to  the  £bUor, 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents!] 


HOOKS   AND   EYES   AND  OTHER 
THINGS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  think  it  must  bo  satisfactory  to 
find  that  so  many  expressions  of  opinion  have  been 
given  by  your  correspondents  regariling  tlie  merits 
of  eyed  hooks  compared  with  l)lind  ones,  opinions 
wliich  will  naturally  be  accepted  or  dismissed  in 
confoi  niity  with  the  \  arious  ideas  or  experiences  of 
those  intei(>sted,  but  which  are  none  the  less  worth 
considei  at  ion  apart  from  what  one  might  almost 
call  the  "  morphology  "  of  the  flies  themselves. 

One  writer  who  advocated  the  superiority  of 
blind  liooks  (November  8)  without  definite  limi- 
tation, now  (November  22)  says  he  habitually  uses 
eyed  liooks  for  floaters  of  all  sizes  with  a  reser- 
vation in  faA  our  of  small-sized  blind  hooks  for  wet- 
fly  fishing.  Another  would  emphatically  never  use 
eyed  hooks  (under  a  certain  condition),  and  you 
yourself  do  not  object  to  these  on  the  score  of 
weight  or  clumsiness.  For  my  own  part,  I  retain  a 
preference  for  eyed  hooks  on  the  ground  of  their 
advantages,  until  convincing  reasons  to  the  con- 
trary appear.  I  do  not  deny  that  there  may  be 
some  extra  weight  of  course,  but  I  do  not  think  it 
at  all  important  even  if  it  is  appreciable.  Of  this 
more  anon. 

I  got  some  very  small  floating  eyed  flies  in 
London  lately,  which  appeared  to  have  little  or  no 
neck,  and  having  attached  links  to  them  by  the 
ordinary  jam-hitch,  they  look  neat  and  light  enough  ; 
in  fact,  more  shapely  than  the  acephalous  blind 
variety.  If  I  had  made  them  myself  I  should  have 
tried  for  more  neck  notwithstanding  this. 

"  Mona's  "  pleasant  letters  aboimding  in  craft- 
lore  rarely  give  occasion  to  differ  from  their  author, 
but  points  there  may  be  at  times  whereon  to  hang 
or  to  impiile  remonstrance. 

As  to  the  eye  of  a  trout-liook,  for  instance,  with 
its  necessary  knot  (or  loop  if  one  so  calls  it)  causing 
a  wake,  is  there  any  arbitrary  need  for  supposing 
that  even  if  it  did  so  fish  must  be  scared  thereby  ? 

The  inventor  of  the  ingenious  feather-spinner 
figured  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  (November  1)  men- 
tioned its  being  fished  "  near  the  surface  like  a 
salmon-fly."  In  this  case  it  might  be  expected 
sometimes  to  cause  a  wake,  and  would  its  doi.i;;  so 
scare  fish  from  the  lure?  Should  fish  not  be  so 
scared,  of  what  consequence  wovild  be  the  supposed 
miniature  ripple,  or  wavelet,  formed  by  the  eye  and 
knot  of  a  fly-hook?  Would  the  wavelets  caused  by 
a  living,  watsr-logged  May  Fly  scare  any  feeding 
trout,  or  yet  the  natural  splash  of  a  frog  jumping 
from  the  bank?  Is  the  fish  that  dashes  after  a 
(Joch-y-Bondhu  dropper  drawn  along  the  surface  of 
a  stream  scared  by  its  wake,  or  is  this  alarmist 
"  wake  "  an  instance  of  the  "  tyranny  of  common- 
sense." 

Of  course  an  eyed  hook  must  be  somewhat 
heavier  than  a  blind  one  of  similar  size.  "  Mona  " 
says  the  eyed  one  is  twice  as  heavy  as  its  blind 
coim-ade,  etc.  Well,  it  has  been  advanced  that 
"  too  much  accuracy  is  the  bane  of  all  good  conver- 
sation," and  if  this  be  admitted  some  rough  esti- 
mate of  the  real  difference  of  weight  may  be  excused. 
In  the  absence  of  delicate  instruments  it  was  im- 
possible to  obtain  either  the  weight  or  the  displace- 
ment of  small  hooks  accurately,  but  I  tried  for  an 
approximate  idea  thro\igh  the  amount  of  deflection 
caused  by  the  weights  of  hooks  hung  at  the  end  of  an 
arm  of  thin  steel  wire  12.')  millimetres  in  length, 
the  scale  used  being  the  smallest  readily  proc\irable, 
one  of  millimetres  also.  The  most  suitable  pair  of 
hooks  1  (^ould  find  were  Pennell's  No.  (i  (new  scale), 
one  eyed,  the  other  blind,  the  wire  of  both  being 
about  the  same. 

Starting  from  0  the  blind  hook  gave  a  deflection 
of  30  millimetres,  and  the  eyed  one  a  deflection  of 
not  f|uite  37  millimetres — that  is  to  say,  the  extra 
weight  of  the  eyed  No.  (i  sample  (^ould  be  taken  at 
less  than  a  thirty-seventh  part  of  the  total  weight 
of  the  hook.  If  the  proportionate  weights  of  the 
different  sizes  of  hooks  can  be  even  roughly  assumed 
as  constant  the  difference  between  tlie  weights  of 
No.  000  or  No.  00  eyed  and  blind  hooks,  seven  or 
(light  sizes  smaller  than  No.  (i,  estimated  at  one 
thirty-seventh  of  their  actual  gravity,  would  seem 
to  be  of  an  nmoimt  so  trifling  as  to  be  practically 
inappreciable.    What  the  absolute  differenc^e  may 


b(i!  in  very  small  hooks  i  ha\e  not  the  means  to 
ascertain.  1  weighed  a  No.  4-0  salmon-hook,  and 
it  seemed  to  mark  about  half  a  (jramme,  which  would 
give  a  possible  weight  for  a  hook  twenty  sizes 
smaller  equal  to  0*38580  grains,  the  thirty-seventh 
part  of  which,  as  extra  weight  for  the  eye  of  a 
No.  00  hook,  I  think  might  be  considered  unim- 
port^mt,  however  loosely  approximative  the  estimate 
may  be. 

Regarding  an  eyed  floating  fly  standing  on  its 
head,  is  no  account  to  be  taken  of  the  weight  of  the 
casting-line  ?  Some  part  of  this  must  be  equal  to 
the  weight  of  the  eye  of  a  hook,  or  to  that  of  a  whole 
hook  either  eyed  or  blind,  and  the  rest  sufficiently 
in  excess  to  accoimt  for  tlie  gymnastics. 

Passing  now  to  the  jam-hitch  of  a  gut  link  to  an 
eyed  fly,  the  eye  of  which  is  not  formed  of  doubled 
wire,  but  only  obtained  by  a  circular  turn,  the  end 
of  the  wire  touching,  or  almost  in  contact  with,  the 
shank.  In  this  case,  whether  the  hitch  is  made 
with  one  or  two  turns  round  the  shank  the  fiee  end 
of  the  gut  [)asscd  through  the  gut  loop  before 
di-awing  tight  lies  tratis\  (Msely  across  the  eye  so  as 
to  block  the  narrow  junct  ion  between  eye  and  shank 
and  pre\cnt  th(^  link  from  touching  this  placre,  milcss, 
indeed,  the  eye  is  so  ill  closed  as  to  let  the  turns  slip 
into  it.  I  have  never  met  with  an  eyed  hook 
so  badly  made  as  this,  and  should  the  case  occur, 
one  of  the  other  knots  oi-  loops  instead  of  a  jam- 
hitch  might  hold  well  enough.  Fish  have  been 
caught  with  hooks  having  neitlier  eye  nor  point  nor 
bai-b  (it  has  happened  to  myself),  but  that  is  no 
reason  for  omitting  to  examine  one's  tatikle.  Nor 
is  it  always  the  best  plan  to  change  small-eyed  flies 
at  the  lower  end  of  the  drop  link  or  stretcher.  The 
whole  link  and  fly  may  be  changed,  which  often 
saves  dropping  the  fly  without  the  link  ;  indeed,  I 
often  tie  small-eyed  flies  upon  gut  passed  through 
the  eye  in  the  first  instance,  as  if  the  hooks  were 
eyeless,  which  gives  the  power  to  remove  tlie  link, 
replacing  it  by  another  if  necessary  without 
sacrificing  the  fly. 

"Other  Things." 

I  heard  of  a  case  of  servants  complaining  that 
they  were  given  too  much  salmon  in  Ireland — 
not  recently,  but  many  years  ago.  It  was,  of 
course,  hearsay  ;  and  I  stood  beside  the  gentleman, 
then  proprietor  of  the  fishery,  when  on  a  pitch 
dark  nit;ht  he  selected  from  his  crowded  salmon- 
hutch  a  fish  of  a  given  w^eight  by  feeling  with  the 
staff  of  an  old  pike  of  '08,  keeping  this  touching 
the  fish  till  it  was  taken  out  and  weighed  in  the 
hall  of  his  house,  where  the  weight  named  outside 
was  found  correct.  A  relative  of  this  gentleman, 
who  was  present,  and  at  whose  suggestion  the  feat 
was  performed,  is,  I  am  glad  to  say,  alive  and  well. 

Once  when  May  Fly  dapping  on  a  West  of  Ireland 
lake,  my  companion  said  I  struck  too  soon.  To  test 
this  I  struck  at  once  at  every  rise,  while  he  counted 
1-2-3  rather  quickly  and  then  struck  his  fish. 
During  the  trial  he  got  two  or  three  fish  to  my  one. 
I  remember  thinking  it  might  have  been  because  one 
is  conscious  of  the  rise  when  the  fly  is  being  intently 
watched,  a  moment  before  it  is  taken,  and  one  does 
not  see  exactly  when  this  happens. 

When  fishing  in  lakes  and  rivers  I  have  some- 
times seen  front  leap  clear  out  of  the  water,  taking 
my  fly  of?  it  as  they  rose:  they  were  neither  quiescent 
nor  descending,  and  were  almost  always  hooked. 

"  Mona  "  is  so  certainly  right  as  to  drowned 
"  drakes  "  and  "  magpies  "  ;  I  only  venture  to  add 
that  I  have  seen  many  good  fish  killed  with  these 
magpies  late  in  the  dusk,  lying  flat  on  the  calm 
water  within  oar's  length  of  my  boat,  and  close  to 
woods.  I  have  also  felt  large  trout  played  under 
one's  rod  "  rug  "  exactly  as  salmon  are  described 
to  do,  doubtless  in  similar  positions. 

The  portentous  other  magpie  myth  with  regard 
to  luck  in  general  was  folklore  in  all  parts  of 
Ireland  long  ago,  so  far  as  I  have  wandered  there  ; 
and  there  was  another,  limited  to  fishing  in  the 
West,  to  the  effect  that  if  a  red-headed  woman  was 
met  on  the  way  to  one's  fishing,  or  walked  over  a 
net  instead  of  going  round  it,  there  would  be  no  luck 
that  day. 

Watch-keys  with  the  barrel  cut  off  were  com- 
monly used  as  swivels  in  trolling  for  pike,  often 
heavy  ones,  in  my  young  days. 

Humbly  apologising  for  the  length  of  this  letter. 
— Truly  yours,  Benwyan. 

EYED  V.  BLIND  HOOKS. 
Dear  Sir,  —  Eyed  flies  have  a  longer  life  than 
blind  ones.  The  other  year,  after  fishing  a  loch  in 
the  north  for  some  time  without  success,  I  tried 
an  old  dilapidated  blind  fly  as  tail  ;  the  gut  was  worn 
near  the  hook,  but  landed  two  trout.  A  third 
hooked,  the  gut  snapped,  and  the  fish  escaped. 
Had  the  hook  been  an  eyed  one,  the  gut  would  liave 
been  renewed  before  attaching  to  the  cast,  and  the 
fish  landed.  A  few  standard  patterns  of  flies 
suffi(;e  for  most  lochs  and  rivers,  but  now  and 


then  fish  run  on  exceptional  patterns  ;  these,  if 
eyed. ''may  be  carried  about  for  years,  and  remain 
in  good  condition.  If  the  eye  of  the  liook  is 
smooth,  and  the  fly  firmly  attached  to  prevent 
wobbling,  there  is  very  little  friction. 

The  Turle  knot  for  the  larger  sizes  of  loch  flies, 
and  the  jam  knot  for  the  smaller  ones,  are  very 
satisfactory.  Anglers  who  cannot  loop  eyed  flies 
firmly  on  gut  should  use  blind  ones.  ITake  two 
flies,  same  size  and  pattern  one  eyed  (properly 
looped  on  gut),  the  other  blind,  there  will  be  no 
difference  in  the  number  of  trout  they  take. — 
Yours  truly.  Nemo. 

EYED    V.   BLIND  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  find  that  however  good  the  eyed 
hooks  are  it  is  next  to  impossible  t;o  get  the  eye 
made  so  as  to  be  almost  solid,  the  consequence 
is  that  the  sharp  end  of  the  wire  forming  tho'eye 
cuts  the  gut,  or  frays  it  out.  If  you  will  go  in  for 
eyes  there  is  nothing  like  the  loop-eyed  liooks  ; 
there  is  no  chaiicc  of  the  gut  beint;  cut,  because 
there  is  no  chance  of  a  sharp  end.  This  would 
liai-dly  do  for  trout  or  salmon  Hi(\s,  but  only  for 
si^a  fishing.  —  Yours  truly, 

I'lymouth.  William  Hearder. 

GRAYLING  AND  GRAYLING  jFISHING,  ;ETC.; 

Dear  Sib, — In  your  issue  of  Nov.  15  I  note  that 
Mr.  W.  Carter  Platts  quotes  the  uee  of  a  cast  with 
maay  flies  in  fishing  for  grayling  as  a  "  bit  of  a  facer." 
So  it  is  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  very  great 
majority  of  anglers  I  should  say ;  yet  the  Wharfedale 
fly-fisher  who  practises  thi<i  style  does  not  stand  quite 
alone  in  his  views  on  this  subject.  M.  B.  Poitevin 
states  in  his  "L'Ami  du  Peoheur  "  that  it  is  the 
regulir  styla  with  the  fishermen  of  the  valley  of  the 
river  Ain,  and  describes  it  thus  :  "  Leurs  has  de  ligne 
8ont  faits  avoc  trois  ou  quatre  crins  de  cheval  tordup, 
d'une  longueu""  de  r>  metres  environ,  sur  lesquels  ils 
disposent  huit  a  dix  moacherons  de  couleurs  diverses 
et  tellemeat  e^latantes  que  je  doute  qu'il  en  existe  de 
semblables.  Qiioi  qn'il  cn  soil,  ils  riussissent  tris- 
bieiL." 

In  that  same  issue  I  also  note  Mr.  Watson's  state- 
ment t )  the  effect  that  he  has  seen  griyling  "caught 
LUt  of  seison  ani  thrown  away  to  die  in  the  grass  "  in 
the  Woolec  district.  I  never  could  have  believed  that 
such  an  act  of  wanton  cruelty  could  be  perpetrated  in 
such  a  sporting  country  as  Englind  !  As  to  your 
remark  about  a  grajling  in  season  being  almost  t-a 
go  d  as  a  trout,  I  only  can  endors3  it  most  emphatic- 
ally. Aud,  while  we  are  on  the  suHject  of  the  edible 
qualities  of  the  different  fish  caught  by  hoak  and  line, 
I  cannot  refrain  from  remarking  that  it  is,  and  always 
has  basn,  a  regulir  puzzle  tome  to  hear  fresh-water 
fish  (with  veiy  few  exceptijns)  spoken  of  in  such  a 
contemptuous  w^y  as  to  their  edible  qualities  as  they 
are  spoken  of  in  Eogland.  We  know  the  taste  of  sea 
fish,  as  well  as  that  of  salmon  and  trout,  in  this 
country  ;  yet  we  do  not  at  all  despise  fresh-water  fish 
properly  caoked.  Cirp,  tench,  bream,  perch,  not  to 
mention  pike-p.rch  and  the  different  representatives 
of  the  Coregonidc'e,  are  considered  txceltent  fish  for  the 
table,  a  d  really  a^e  excellent  And  it  must  not  be 
supposed  that  they  are  served  with  very  t-l'iborate 
sauces  which  might  disguise  the  natural  flavour  of 
the  fish  ;  most  of  our  sauces  are  very  plain  ones,  free 
from  CDndiments  and  spices.  In  Germany  fresh-water 
fish  are  lo  jked  upon  very  much  in  the  same  "  spirit  " 
as  with  us ;  how  to  account  then  for  the  contempt 
in  which  they  are  held  in  England '? 

Regirding  Mr.  Peter  Alison's  remarks  on  the 
'■neck"  of  eyed  flies,  I  must  say  that  I  am  much 
obliged  to  him  for  his  kind  offer  to  send  me  flies  tied 
without  any  extra  neck,  jet  enabling  one  to  put  them 
on  to  the  gut  withmt  any  diffioulty— one  loose  and 
another  tied  to  gut  would  be  suffioient  to  show  all 
there  i->  to  show  in  this  case.  I  must,  however,  say 
that  I  never  doubted  the  possibility  of  knotting  on  a 
fly  tied  on  an  eyed  hook  ;  but  I  am  perfectly  convinced 
that  a  very  moderate  increase  of  the  length  of  "  neck  " 
would  greatly  simplify  this  operation,  while  in  no 
way  impairing  the  quality  of  the  fly.  And  I  must 
say  that  I  do  not  quite  see  how  it  is  possible  to  knot 
on  a  fly  oa  eyed  hook,  tied  without  any  neck,  as  the 
majority  of  eyed  flies  are,  without  getting  the  knot  on 
to  the  head  of  the  fly ;  besides,  one  must  bear  in 
mind  that  one  often  has  to  do  this  knotting  under 
somewhat  disadvantageous  conditions,  when  every 
little  bit  tells  in  favour  of  the  angler  or  against  him, 
and  wheie  it  is  desirable  to  have  as  many  points  in 
favour  of  the  angler  as  it  is  possible  to  obtain. — Youis 
truly,  Paul  Tcherk»8sov. 

St.  Petersburg. 


GRAYLING  IN  THE  AYR. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  much  interest  the 
letters  appearing  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  re  grayling. 
Two  of  your  correspondents  refe.-  to  the  river  Ayr. 
1  understand  it  is  something  like  eighty  years  since 
grayling  were  introduced  to  this  river  from  the 
Clyde.     It  is  rather  a  big  jump,  eighty  years, ^and 
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seeing  this  fisli  is  not  in  great  favour,  at  least  in  the 
present  day,  and  ahnost  the  whole  ri\-er  being 
strictly  preserved,  little  wonder  if  they  are  some- 
what nimierous.  My  opportimities  of  fishing  the 
Ayr  are  "  luico  "  few.  so  have  never  fished  for  thf»ni, 
but  when  worming  for  trout  last  season — April  (i, 
liWl — I  got  a  line  one  of  l\\h.  I  enclose  the  exact 
shape  of  it.  An  angling  friend  during  the  season 
just  closed  had  quite  a  number  of  them  riuming 
from  Jib.  to  1  lb.  each,  and  one  he  landed,  hooked  by 
the  back  fin,  weighed  2ilb.  The  same  said  friend 
does  not  use  the  orthodox  grayling  flies,  all  his 
graj  ling  being  caught  when  trout  fishing.  May  bad 
luck  attend  all  who  spiun  wliat  Francis  Francis 
called  the  lady  of  the  .stream."  Besides  grayling 
the  Ayr  is  certainly  very  prolific  in  salmon,  grilse, 
salmon  trout,  and  brown  trout.  The  former  have 
Ijeen  taken  from  301b.  to  001b.  and  over — I'll  not 
sa\-  how.  As  in  many  other  places,  the  poachers 
get  the  big  hauls,  occasionally  a  decent  cart-load. 

Coidd  you  say  from  enclosed  what  age  this  gray- 
ling would  probably  be? — Yours  faithfully. 

SCOTTIE. 

[It  is,  I  think,  less  than  fifty  years  since  grayling 
were  introduced  into  the  Clvde  from  Derbyshire. — 
Ed.] 


FREE  GRAYLING  FISHING  WANTED. 

Deak  Slr,— I  should  be  gi-eatly  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  could  tell  me  the  nearest  station 
on  the  Lea  or  any  other  river  near  London  where 
free  gravling  fishing  can  be  obtained. — Yours  faith- 
fully, H.  S.  Head. 

Clapham,  S.W. 

[I  know  of  no  free  grayling  fishing  nearer  than 
Derbyshire. — Ed.] 


GREAT  MARLOW  PISCATORIAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

Dear  Sik, — I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you 
that  the  above  association  has,  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  some  of  the  new  residents  of  the  dis- 
trict, been  reorganised,  and  it  is  proposed  to  carry 
out  the  objects  as  heretofore,  namely  : — Restocking 
the  river  Thames  between  Hurley  and  Boiu-ne  End 
with  trout  and  other  fish,  and  exercising,  by  the 
appointment  of  bailiffs  (to  be  approved  by  the 
Conservators  of  the  Thames),  rights  to  protect  and 
maintain  the  fish  deposited  in  the  river. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  a.ssociation 
are  : — Messrs.  Richard  .Jackson,  S.  S.  Pownceby, 
R.  B.  Kilby,  R.  Steed,  J.  H.  Deacon,  and  E.  6. 
Jackson  ;  and  it  is  proposed  to  hold  meetings  at 
least  once  every  three  months. 

The  minimum  subscription  for  members  is  10s.  Cd., 
jjayable  on  January  1  in  each  year,  and  tho.se  gentle- 
men interested  in  trout  fishing  and  fishing  generally 
are  kindly  invited  to  subscribe  t(j  the  fund  pro\  ided 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  young  trout,  etc.,  for 
restocking  and  the  expenses  of  carrying  on  the 
association. — Yours  faithfully, 

RicHD.  F.  Jackson,  Hon.  Sec. 

Eastwood,  Institute- road, 
Mario w,  Nov.  24,  1902. 

PIKK  LIVE  BAIT  WANTKl), 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  be  able  to  find  spa<  e  for  n 
request  f<H-  price-lists  of  live  bait  for  pike-fishing 
from  any  who  can  supply,  and  who  are  within  a 
reasonable  distance  from  Carlisle.  At  present  I 
know  of  none  except  London  prices.  Surely  there 
are  enterprising  tackleists  up  in  our  northern 
counties. — Your.s  truly.  C.  D.  Fothergill. 

Stanwix,  Carlisle. 

THE  RAINBOW  TROUT  IN  AMERICA. 

Dkar  Sir, — It  is  to  be  deploied  that  the  rainbow 
trout  has  not  done  well  in  joui-  wateis,  as  a  better- 
game  fish  does  not  exist.  From  the  reports  in  the 
Fishing  Gazettb  it  seems  that  in  almost  every  in- 
stance where  they  have  Vjeen  used  in  stocking 
streams  they  have  disappeared,  but  they  have 
done  well  in  ponds,  reservoirs,  etc. 

In  tliLs  co\mtry  similar  results  have  followed  tlie 
introduction  of  this  fish  into  small  streams,  but  in 
a  large,  bold  stream,  such  as  you  would  call  a  river, 
they  liave  been  very  abundant  for  more  than  tea 
year.s.  I  fear  that  they  are  now  yielding  a  little  to 
the  brown  trout,  which  have  been  stocked  in  con- 
siderable numbers. 

One  curious  fa*;t  is  that  the  rainbows  ascend  the 
tributary  brooks  in  any  push  of  water  late  in  the 
season,  August  for  instance.  They  rise  freely  at 
the  artificial  fly  as  long  as  the  natural  flics  abound, 
until  late  in  June  ;  after  that  date  the  water  is 
usually  warm,  flies  very  scarce,  and  the  fish  can 
only  be  taken  with  grasshoppers,  or  with  minnows, 
at  night. 

The  rainbow  leaps  again  and  again,  and  always 
runs  down  stream.  Brown  and  brook  trout  almost 
invariably  run  up,  at  least  their  first  run  is  up  ;  but 


the  rainbow,  after  throwing  itself  into  the  air, 
rushes  desperately  down,  and  yo\i  nuist  follow  if  the 
fish  is  of  any  size.  Men  not  accustomed  to  this 
trout  are  apt  to  lose  all  the  large  fish  they  hook  for 
some  time  It  fights  to  the  last,  and  when  lauded 
has  scarcely  a  kick  left  in  it  A  big  brown  trout 
will  sometimes,  if  the  water  is  warm,  make  no  run 
at  all,  but  will  sulkily  allow  himself  to  be  towed 
about  imtil  he  is  about  to  be  landed,  then  make  a 
fiummix  like  a  pickerel  The  rainbow  is  always 
game,  as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  and  is  more  like 
a  salmon  than  any  other  trout  — Faithfidly  yours, 
Theodore  Gordon. 
West  Haverstraw,  New  York,  Now  1(5. 

AN  AMERICAN  ANGLER  ON  LIGHT 
RODS,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  not  read  all  the  letters  in  re 
"  Light  versus  Heavy  Rods,"  but  suspect  that  they 
will  be  followed  by  a  craze  for  extremely  light  rods 
on  your  side  of  the  ocean  About  ten  years  ago  I 
imported  an  English  rod  by  the  most  celebrated 
maker,  and  have  iised  it  cruelly  in  umch  heavy 
fishing  The  handle  is  very  long,  and  it  has  a 
rubber  button  and  spear.  The  tapered  ferrule  with 
lock  joint  struck  me  as  funny.  For  a  long  time  it 
rattled  and  had  a  slight  tendency  to  turn.  The  rod 
was  about  10ft.  Sin.  in  length,  in  two  joints,  and 
was  rather  inconvenient  in  travelling.  The  weight 
is  about  lOoz.  All  things  considered,  it  was  a  fine, 
durable  weapon,  up  to  any  amount  of  work,  and 
almost  unbreakable.  A  201b.  salmon  would  not  be 
too  much  for  it  if  backed  by  sufficient  line.  It  is  a 
thoroughly  well-made,  serviceable  article.  I  have 
never  found  it  very  fatiguing  to  fish  with,  althougli 
I  am  not  a  strong  man.  It  lacks,  perhaps,  the 
sharp,  quick  action  of  many  American  rods.  The 
best,  most  delightful  rod  I  ever  saw  was  an  old 
Leonard,  weighing  Oioz.  Casting  with  that  rod 
was  a  poem,  a  delightful  pleasure,  and  I  have 
handled  5oz.  rods  that  seemed  heavier.  By  cutting 
down  the  handle  and  trimmings  the  weight  on  the 
scales  can  be  reduced,  but  it  is  the  weight  outboaid, 
from  the  hand,  that  is  tiresome  and  produces  that 
paralysis  of  the  grasping  hand.  That  is  the  only 
place  where  any  punishment  is  felt,  if  one  is  using 
a  really  good,  well-proportioned  rod,  which  does 
practically  all  the  work.  A  friend  of  mine  who  for 
twenty  years  had  fished  right  through  every  season 
from  the  first  day  to  the  last,  had  a  heavy  handle 
into  which  all  his  rods  fitted.  The  joints  he  used 
for  stream  fishing  were  very  light  and  made  a  grand 
Oft.  rod  ;  yet  the  heavy  handle  carried  the  weight 
up  to  something  like  8oz.  This  rod  felt  like  a 
feather  in  the  hand.  We  must  use  our  common- 
sense  in  this  matter,  and  I  believe  that  5oz.  is  light 
enough  for  a  serviceable  rod.  Many  of  the  4ioz. 
lods  are  perfect,  but  I  prefer  a  longer  rod  myself, 
and  basing  my  ideas  on  the  old  rod  previously 
mentioned,  would  choose  one  of  6oz.  to  Oioz.,  10ft. 
in  length.  I  am  not  muscular,  and  like  the  rod  to 
do  the  work.  Another  thing,  I  have  gone  back  on 
heavy  lines — that  is,  lines  of  great  diameter.  Fine 
.solid  lines  are  to  be  had,  which  work  sweetly,  and 
with  which  it  is  easy  to  cast  lightly  and  well.  I  was 
all  for  the  heavy  line  a  few  years  ago,  but  for  oiu- 
fishing  over  here,  whei'e  dry-fly  fishing  is  the  excep- 
tion and  not  tlie  rule,  the  fine  line  is  \ery  satisfac- 
tory.— Faithfully  yours,  Theodore  Gordon. 
West  Haverstraw,  New  York. 
Nov.  10. 

P.S. — We  all  have  our  little  pickadillies,  as  Mrs. 
Malaprop  said. 


MORE  JOTTINGS— LIGHT  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — As  the  remarks  of  "  Val  Conson  in 
liis  article  on  the  above  in  last  week's  issue  of 
Finhin;/  (lazelle  are  mainly  directed  against  myself, 
I  will  take  it  as  a  favour  if  yoti  will  kindly  publish 
this  letter.  Whatever  I  may  have  said  heretofore 
ab(jut  anonymous  correspondents  and  the  degene- 
racy of  controversies  into  newspaper  wars  between 
two  individuals,  I  quite  agree  with  what  "  Val 
Conson  "  says  about  pseudonyms  in  general,  but  I 
do  not  like  being  sliot  at  from  behind  a  stone  wall. 
I  have  read  and  enjoyed  and  obtained  a  lot  of 
valuable  information  from  articles  by  men  whose 
maiden  efforts — imder  a  norn  de  plume,  owing  to 
their  natural  modesty — were  appreciated  by  brother 
anglers,  and  who  were  spurred  on  to  further  efforts, 
still,  of  course,  using  the  same  worn  de  plume,  and  to 
such  I  take  no  objection  ;  but  the  man  who  does 
the  "  runaway  knock  "  business  I  despise.  I  can 
only  coiitpare  it  to  standing  up  to  box  against  a  man 
in  a  tin  mask.  If  "  Val  (bnson  "  will  take  the 
trouble  to  read  again  my  letter  which  appeared  in 
your  issue  of  November  15,  he  will  .see,  com- 
mencing at  line  10,  that  I  prefer  a  light  rod,  but  I 
want  it  powerful  as  well  ;  and  the  adverse  criticism 
he  speaks  of  is  in  connection  with  t\\e ^excessively 
lif/ht  rods,  and  it  may  bo  interesting^for  "  Val 
Conson  "  to  note  that  the  very  rod  "  Jolm  Bicker- 


dyke  "  wrote  about  in  the  Field  was  made  all 
thr.)ugho\it  by  myself,  and  is  one  of  the  rods  I 
wrote  about  in  your  issue  of  Sept.  0,  which  letter  I 
beg  to  call  "  Val  Conson's  "  attention  to.  I  defy 
"  Val  Conson  "  to  prove  that  I  have  ever  run  down 
the  high-grade  American  rods.  Some  of  them  are 
beautifid  examples  of  the  rod-maker's  art.  I  am 
not  speaking  of  the  workman -ihip,  but  the  action  ; 
and  the  latter  part  of  his  article  just  exactly  bears 
out  what  I  have  maintained  all  tlirough,  and  that  is 
that  these  excessively  light  rods  are  next  to  useless 
for  fishing  our  weedy-woody  "  darned  creeks."  The 
change  to  light  rods  came  twenty  years  ago,  only 
''  Val  Conson  "  evidently  did  not  know  of  it  ;  and, 
"  moral  grandeur  "  or  no,  1  do  not  think  "  Val 
Conson  "  is  justified  in  his  unpatriotic  attack  on  the 
English  makers.  He  seems  to  forget  that  behind 
t'.ie  makers — or  rather  the  manufacturers — come 
the  working  classes,  to  whii^li  1  Ijelong,  and  whose 
interests  (as  well  as  the  makers')  1  have  to  study, 
and  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  for  him  to  mislead  the 
British  public  in  the  way  he  has  concerning  British 
and  American  rods.  I  shall  not  be  surprised  if  I 
read  of  him  catching  dace  next  summer  with  a 
"  Paramacheene  Belle." — Yours  truly, 

Redditch.  Peter  Alison. 

FLOUNDERS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  afraid  this  subject  is  getting 
rather  stale.  If  your  correspondents  will  not  believe 
that  flounders  spawn  in  fresh  water,  then  they  must 
believe  that  they  never  have  any  spawn,  they 
absorb  it  into  the  system  or  die  ;  because  we  are  told 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  October  25,  1902 :  "  In 
seeking  the  sea  to  spawn  the  floimders  require  to 
shed  their  spawn  in  very  salt  water  15  to  30  fathoms 
deep.  It  appears  they  must  have  piessiu'e  to  ex- 
trude the  spawn  "  ;  and  if  the  editor  be  right,  then 
this  nuist  be  so  much  twaddle  when  applied  to 
flounders  which  live  and  breed  in  fresh  water. 

"Red  Palmer"  in  his  interesting  letter  says,  "  We 
occasionally  saw  a  dead  floimder."  All  I  can  say 
is,  1  never  saw  a  dead  flounder  in  a  river  in  my  life. 
They  were  as  scarce  as  dead  donkeys — a  strong 
proof,  I  think,  that  they  do  not  die  spawn  bomid. 
I  have  taken  other  fish  out  of  the  water  spawn- 
bound  utterly  helpless- — roach,  dace,  bream,  pike, 
etc.,  but  never  a  flounder.  With  respect  to  the 
flounders  mentioned  by  "  Red  Palmer,"  the  thing 
that  siu'prises  me  is  that  a  single  flounder  lived  to 
grow  to  the  size  of  a  dinner  plate,  for  a  pound  eel 
could  chew  up  flounders  the  size  of  an  ordinary 
oyster  shell  like  I  could  a  piece  of  steak,  and  a 
good-sized  broad-nosed  eel  could  take  down  small 
flounders  the  size  of  a  shilling  as  easily  as  I  could 
natives  at  2s.  Cd.  per  dozen.  Depend  upon 
it,  the  editor  has  taken  us  over  the  sea  of  doubt 
and  landed  us  safely  on  the  shore  of  truth,  and  I  for 
one  thank  liim  for  it. — I  am,  etc.,  A. 

[I  only  said  that  the  highest  Scandinavian 
authorities  say  the  flounder  wanders  himdreds  of 
miles  inland  and  spawns  in  some  of  the  lakes. — Ed.] 

DO    FLOUNDERS   BREED   IN  FRESH 
WATER  ? 

Dpjar  Sir, — I  should  like  to  get  some  authentic 
information  on  the  above  ;  I  have  tried  it  under  all 
circtmistances,  and  coidd  not  get  them  to  do  it. 
I  know  others  that  have  also  tried  but  without 
success.  If  it  could  be  done,  1  am  certain  there 
is  a  lot  of  money  to  be  made  out  of  it.  My  expe- 
rience is  that  they  will  not  breed  or  thrive  in  piu'ely 
fresh  water,  but  will  in  water  that  is  impregnated 
with  salt  water,  or  as  we  call  brackish.  Cuvier 
mentions  that  they  go  very  far  up  rivers,  so  also 
does  Couch,  but  there  is  nothing  about  pure  fresh 
water.  Houghton,  in  his  "  Fresh  Water  Fishe.s," 
does  not  mention  the  fluke  or  flounder.  1  should 
like  to  get  some  reliable  information  on  the  subject. 
If  I  remember  rightly  this  was  discussed  in  the 
Fishimj  Gazette  some  time  ago,  but  with  the  \  erdict 
against  fresh  water.  We  have  some  places  here 
peculiarly  suited  for  breeding  them  if  they  will  so 
oblige  us,  and  I  will  promise  them  they  shall  be 
well  looked  after.  I  can  catch  any  cjuantity  here 
in  the  drains  of  the  marshes  all  sizes,  but  the  tide 
regularly  ebbs  and  flows. — Yours  truly, 

Plymouth.  William  Hearder. 

FISHING  THE  TIDAL  WATER  OF  THE  ESSEX 
COLNE. 

Dear  Sir, — Has  the  Corporation  or  any  other 
body  the  power  to  debar  rod  and  line  angling  from 
a  boat  or  any  other  vessel  in  the  tidal  water  of  the 
river  Colne,  Essex  V 

The  captain  of  a  yacht  told  me  he  put  a  line  over 
the  side  with  two  hooks  on,  and  was  requested  to 
pull  it  in  as  fishing  was  not  allowed.  I  told  him 
that  ever  since  I  could  remember  no  one  has  the 
power  to  debar  rod  and  line  fishing  from  any  tidal 
water. — Yours  truly,  J.  Wright. 

Burnham-on-Crouch. 
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MR.  A.  E.  HOBBS'  TAKE  OF  JACK. 
^^Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  publish 
the  raal  weights  of  some  jack  that  Mr.  A.  E.  Ho))bs 
caught  when  (Hit  fishing  with  me  on  Nov.  14.  1 
quite  thought  before  they  were  properly  weighed 
tiiat  tliey  would  go  281b.  or  301b.,  and  may  have 
said  so  ;  but  if  1  said  too  much  your  reporter  said 
too  little,  as  none  of  my  customers  keep  jack  of 
"  bloater  size."  I  asked  Mr.  Hobbs  for  the  right 
weights,  which  were  51b.  8oz.,  51b.  3oz.,  41b.  i)oz., 
41b.  8oz.,  41b.  2oz.,  and  21b.  7oz.  ;  and  he  told  me 
he  had  told  your  reporter  the  same  list — total, 
261b.  5oz. — which  I  am  quite  sure  would  be  all 
right. — Yours  truly,  G.  James  (Fisherman). 
09,  Friday-street,  Henley-on-Thames. 

TROUT  FISHING   IN   THE   ISLE   OF  MAN. 

Dear  Sir, — Tlie  annual  dinner  and  distribution 
of  prizes  of  the  Isle  of  Man  Anglers'  Association 
was  held  last  week.  The  first  prize  for  the  heaviest 
single  trout  caught  in  the  streams  of  the  island 
(luring  the  past  season  foil  to  Mr.  R.  Gelling,  for  a 
nice  fish  weighing  21b.  15|oz.  This  was  an  excep- 
tionally good  fish,  as  will  be  seen  from  tho  fact 
th;it  the  prize  for  the  heaviest  tiu'ee  trout  (the  fore- 
going not  counting)  fell  to  a  triplet  weighing 
21b.  12oz.,  and  the  prize  for  tho  heaviest  six  to  a 
bag  weighing  Olb.  2oz.  Although  tho  fish  in  the 
Manx  streams  do  not  run  large,  tliey  afford  splendid 
sport,  and,  largely  through  the  regular  stockitig  of 
the  streams  by  the  Fisheries  Board,  are  exceedingly 
plentiful.  The  season  for  trout  is  from  March  1  to 
October  31,  and  the  licence  costs  lOs.  Gd.  for  the 
season,  5s.  for  the  month,  or  2s.  Od.  for  the  week. — 
Yoiu's  truly,  J.  P.  C. 

THE  CARP  RECENTLY  PUT  INTO  THE  LEA 
AT  BROXBOURNE. 

Dear  Sib,— In  answer  to  your  letter  of  yester- 
day's date  in  connection  with  the  king  carp  I 
believe  the  following  are  the  facts  of  the  case.  The 
carp  were  put  in  the  pond  as  yearlings  about  four 
years  ago.  On  recently  fishing  several  ponds  full 
of  coarse  fish  I  gave  them  to  Mr.  Brickell  to  stock 
the  River  Lea  Fishery.  He  and  his  friends  had, 
I  believe,  five  carp  in  all  ;  whether  any  were  put 
into  the  Lea  I  cannot  say.  We  netted  out  eighty 
carp  in  all,  and  the  largest  weighed  over  51b.  Goz. 
My  bailiff  thinks  they  must  have  weighed  on  an 
average  about  31b.  each  ;  I  should  have  thought 
less.  1  was  much  amused  at  the  reports  which  got 
into  the  papers  respecting  the  stocking  of  the  river 
Lea.  I  trust  this  information  will  be  deemed  satis- 
factory.— -Yours  very  faithfully, 

Nov.  29.  H.  Smith-Bosanquet. 

[I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  H.  Smith-Bosanquet. 
It  appears  that  instead  of  eighty  carp  averaging  51b. 
being  put  into  the  Lea  at  Broxbourne  only  five 
could  have  been  put  in.  I  am  obliged  to  "A.  H." 
for  calling  attention  to  the  error. — Ed.] 


GREAT   IRISH   TROUT    FROM  LOUGH 
NEAGH. 

Dear  Sir, — •!  enclose  you  a  letter  Mr.  Averell 
Lloyd,  J. P.,  Benburb,  co.  Tyrone,  has  sent  on  to 
me  from  Mr.  Ross,  who  keeps  an  hotel. and  shop 
lit  Maghery,  near  Moy,  co.  Tyrone,  and  who  brings 
large  quantities  of  fish  from  Lough  Neagh.  It  is 
rather  interesting,  this  letter,  should  you  care 
to  jjublish  it. — -Yours  truly, 

Bernard  Meenan. 
"Maghery,  Moy,  Nov.  27,  1902. 
"  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  inquiry  about  the  trout 
sold  in  Dimgannon,  it  weighed  281b.  here  the  night 
before.  But  the  one  caught  in  Maghery  Bay  that 
Lord  Charlemont  got  was  weighed  in  my  shop — 
391b.  I  have  often  got  trout  from  301b.  to  331b. — - 
Your  very  obedient  servant,  "  Wm.  Ross. 

"  To  A,  Lloyd,  Esq." 

[Lough  Neagh  seems  to  be  singularly  neglected 
by  anglers  ;  why,  I  do  not  know.  "  Bartho- 
lomew's Gazetteer  "  says  it  is  the  largest  lake  of 
fresh  water  in  the  British  Isles,  being  nineteen 
miles  long,  twelve  miles  broad,  and  over  sixty 
in  circumference,  or  nearly  100,000  acres  ;  over 
100  feet  deep  in  deepest  part.  Its  great  outlet  is 
the  river  Barm,  famous  for  its  fine  salmon  and  big 
trout.  J 

l-'ISHING   iOR   PIKE   OK  PERCH. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  yom-  I'caders 
inform  mo  if  it  is  illegal  to  fish  for  pike  or  perch  in  a 
water  that  holds  trout  and  an  occasional  sulmon, 
the  close  time  now  on.  The  river  is  deep  and 
Hluggish,  and  good  sport  could  be  had  with  pike 
and  perch. — Yours  truly, 

Belfast.  Samukl  McDowell. 

THE  EEL  AND  THE  SPINNING  BAIT. 

DjiAii  Sir, — In  an  editorial  footnote  to  a  letter  fcom 
a  correspondeut  who  told  you  of  pike  taking  a  fly,  you 


said  you  knew  of  an  eel  taking  a  fly.  Did  you  ever 
hear  of  an  eel  taking  a  spinning  bait  ?  On  Tuesday 
(Deo.  2)  I  was  out  on  the  Ancholme  at  Brigp;,  spin- 
ning with  a  spoon  for  pike.  The  rivar  was  unfishable 
as  it  was  in  flood,  and  my  spionsrs  were  u'-elesa,  and 
to  make  matters  worse  my  companion  was  unable  to 
catch  me  a  roach  for  either  live  or  dead  baiting.  1  low- 
ever,  as  I  was  reeling  in  against  the  current  I  struck 
a  fish,  and  on  getting  it  to  the  bank  side  saw  that  it 
was  an  eel,  a  trifle  over  Jib.  in  weight.  The  last 
triangle  of  the  spoon  was  at  the  extremity  of  his 
lower  jaw,  and  pierced  right  through.  My  friend, 
Mr.  H.  Wigley,  of  ShelKeld,  will  vouch  for  this,  and 
]5oatman  Holland,  though  he  came  too  late  to  see 
me  take  the  eel  off  tho  hook,  was  in  time  to  see  the 
spinner  with  the  slime  on  it,  and  to  note  a  piece  of  eel 
skin  actually  adhering  to  one  of  the  three  hooks.  I 
regard  it  as  the  most  curious  of  my  angling  experiences. 
— Yours  truly,  E.  I'hillij'S. 

Lancaster. 


FISHING  IN  MONTREAL— SOME  QUERIKS. 

Dear  Sir, — If  you  or  any  of  your  readers  can 
afford  me  information  on  the  following  points  I 
shall  fed  obliged.  (I)  Any  charg(!  on  guns  or  fishing 
tackle  at  Montreal.  (2)  Best  places  to  stop  on 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  for  fishing.  (3)  Best  fish- 
ing season.  (4)  What  I'ods  and  tackle  to  take  in  a 
general  way. — Yours  truly,  C.  .1.  Houoan. 

Edinburgh. 

PATCHES. 

Sir, — My  friend  A.  is  an  accomplished  man  with 
rod  and  gun,  but  the  latter  is  his  favourite  weapon. 
I  was  on  the  lake  with  him  the  other  day,  and  put 
up  a  small  team  of  ducks  in  some  rushes.  1  was 
on  tho  oars,  and  A.  was  standing  ready  in  the 
bows.  The  rise  was  some  twenty  to  twenty-five 
yards,  and  he  got  his  right  and  left  handsomely, 
when  to  my  astonishment  he  slipped  a  cartridge 
into  liis  left  choke,  and  killed  his  third  bird  clean. 
His  gun  was  not  an  ejector.  I  thought  it  very- 
good,  but  I  am  no  great  gminer  myself,  and  to  the 
blind  a  one-eyed  man  is  king  ;  but  I  should  like 
to  know  whether  this  is  not  tall  shooting.  I  have 
since  learned  that  A.  often  brings  off  the  same 
feat  with  partridges. 

My  friend  shoots  snipe  by  the  hundred  every 
winter  ;  in  fact,  shooting  snipe  is  then  his  vocation, 
and  if  be  missed  a  bird  or  had  to  expend  a  second 
barrel  on  it,  I  do  not  know  what  would  happen  ; 
something  serious  aiiyway,  to  say  the  least  of  it. 

The  prowess  of  the  humble  rustic  sportsman  with 
rod  and  gun  is  a  well-worn  theme  of  no  little  anti- 
quity. But,  obviously,  where  fishing  and  shooting 
are  open  to  all  it  takes  a  first-rate  man  to  accomplish 
much.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  case  of  the  survival  of  the 
fittest,  and  nothing  but  the  keenest  unquenchable 
ardom-  can  carry  one  through  the  many  difficulties 
and  disheartening  conditions  of  poor  sport  only 
to  be  got  by  strenuous  and  persistent  effort.  A. 
will  stalk  a  trout  for  a  month  or  more,  and  get 
him  in  the  end.  He  alwaj's  does  get  him.  I 
do  not  mean  he  hangs  over  the  fish  aU  day  long 
waiting  for  him  to  rise.  His  time  cannot  be 
thrown  away  in  that  fashion,  but  the  fish  is  actually 
under  observation  all  the  time  though  the  angler 
is  not  on  the  spot.  The  combination  of  conditions 
of  weather,  water,  and  time  of  the  day  that  will 
betray  the  fish  to  its  fate  is  recognised  the  moment 
it  arrives,  though  to  the  angler  in  the  street  there  is 
nothing  in  that  moment  more  than  in  any  other. 

I  am  profoundly  interested  to  find  the  Baron 
nets  his  fish,  especially  heavy  fish,  from  the  tail. 
I  take  his  fish  to  be  trout,  of  course,  or  grilse  ;  and 
I  really  thought  such  a  way  of  landing  those  fish 
very  risky,  but  if  all  goes  well  I  hope  to  give  the 
tail  end  a  trial.  But  I  certainly  ha\"e  misgivings. 
1  get  a  few  trout  every  year  from  31b.  to  Gib.  or  so 
boat  fishing,  and  I  seldom  fail  to  have  the  fish 
within  easy  reach  of  the  net  when  he  comes  blown 
to  the  sm'face  to  catch  his  second  wind.  It  is  the 
crucial  moment,  and  easing  the  line,  with  the  net 
mouth  extended  horizontally  below  his  head,  I 
lift  the  net  quickly,  and  he  is  within  it  head  fore- 
most to  a  certainty.  But  1  shall  try  the  tail  end 
next  opportunity.  Of  coui'se.  tho  only  question 
is  with  fish  whose  length  is  greater  than  the  dia- 
meter of  the  net,  and  1  confess  I  should  like  to  know 
\\hether  my  method  in  such  cases  is  singular. 

Then  there  is  gaffing.  I  alwaj'S  gaff  my  own 
salmon,  and,  if  possible,  I  hit  a  point  fom-  or  five 
inches  from  the  back  of  tho  head,  and  an  inch  or 
two  from  the  spinal  lino.  I  simply  think  this 
about  the  toughest  and  handiest  "  mouthful  " 
tho  gaff  can  seize.  But  I  am  told  the  belly  is  the 
best  place,  near  the  vent.  I  use  a  very  small  gaff, 
first  because  the  smaller  is  the  stronger  (the  hmi- 
tations,  understood),  and  secondly,  because  I  like 
everything  as  fine  and  light  as  possible  consistent 
with  safety.  I  liave  seen  gaifs  used  that  drew 
tears  from  me.    But  A.  tells  me  the  first  j  heavy 


fish  I  gaff  will  tear  off.  The  bond  is  12in.  at  the 
point,  and  201b.  has  been  my  heaviest  fish  hitlierto. 
1  wonder  would  it  fail  me  with  a  35-pounder. 

I  see  tho  Scotch  have  got  a  close  time  for  trout 
at  last.  But  is  it  exactly  according  to  know- 
lodge?  It  certainly  seems  strange  that  the  same 
date  should  ecjually  suit  all  the  waters  of  the 
country.  I  rather  fancy  this  close  time,  like  the 
weekly  close  time  for  "  Scotch  "  north  of  the  Tweed, 
will  be  more  honoured  in  tlio  breach  than  tho 
observance.  But  always  under  the  rose  ye  ken, 
under  tho  nose.  I  have  close  seasons  myself,  and 
cannot  stand  the  insolence  of  being  (in  effect) 
told  what  fish  to  keep  and  what  to  let  go.  As  if 
I  do  not  know  more  about  this  myself  than  the 
follow  who  undertakes  to  enlighten  me  !  However, 
Scotland  has  now  rolled  away  her  reproach  in  the 
eyes  of  tlie  world.    So  we  must  now  leave  her  alone.  ■ 

I  saw  a  man  fishing  in  a  canal  for  roach  (rudd)  in 
Ireland  upwards  of  forty  years  ago  with  a  split 
cane  rod.  The  man  was  a  ganger,  and  the  shape 
and  colour  of  his  rod  filled  me  with  amazement, 
and  it  seemed  a  very  heavy  weapon  for  its  length. 
Of  course,  forty  odd  years  ago  is  but  recent  in  the 
history  of  the  split  cane,  but  it  is  not  without 
interest,  i)erhaps,  to  find  that  the  rod  had  pene- 
trated as  far  as  the  middle  of  Ireland  by  that  time. 

I  find  myself  unable  to  wax  wroth  over  the  ques- 
tion of  light  rods,  doubtless  owing  to  the  circum- 
stance that  I  am  no  longer  as  young  and  fiery  as  I 
once  was,  but  I  took  my  turn  at  the  thing  in  my 
time,  and  had  and  have  the  pleasure  to  see  the 
happy  results  of  my  labours  around  me.  So  long 
as  a  single-handed  rod  is  fit  to  cast  a  fly  well  or 
even  fairly  well  in  the  teeth  of  a  half  gale  or  so,  it 
cannot  be  too  light,  and  where  lift,  at  the  very 
most  is  not  sufficient  to  cover  the  water,  get  a 
two-handed  rod  and  have  done  with  it.  As  for 
killing  power,  that  way  folly  and  madness  lie. 
Any  rod  can  kill  any  fish.  Last  week  a  gentleman 
of  sporting  tastes  in  this  neighbourhood  told  me 
he  never  fished  with  anything  under  16ft.  for 
trout,  no  matter  how  small  the  water  or  fish.  And 
he  never  meant  to  change.  My  10ft.  cane  weighs 
just  under  7oz.,  and  came  from  the  States  a  few 
years  ago.  It  was  a  present  to  a  friend,  and  was 
furnished  with  a  pretty  silver  multiplier,  which 
was  full  of  new  silk  line.  This  line  was  a  shocking 
thing  ;  a  veritable  outrage  or  very  bad  joke.  It 
broke  at  251b.  or  so,  and  was  stout  as  a  clothes-line. 
I  have  since  used  it  for  making  a  dress  guard  for 
Mrs.  M.'s  bike,  for  which  it  answered  admirably. 
I  have  more  than  once  wondered  whether  there 
was  anything  significant  of  American  methods  of 
angling  in  this  line,  or  was  it  a  mere  blunder  of  some 
kind. 

Mr.  Malone,  co.  Louth,  wants  to  know  "  when 
pike  fishing  ends  on  Irish  rivers."  Pike  fishing 
never  ends  on  Irish  rivers  or  lakes.  A  close 
season  for  salmon,  trout,  eels,  and  pollen  is  pro- 
vided by  statute  (or  bye-law),  but  for  no  other 
fish,  which  may  be  taken  in  Ireland  at  any  time. 
Pike  are  practically  considered  vermin,  and  they 
and  other  coarse  fish  are,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  almost 
exclusively  angled  for  in  what  is,  in  England,  the 
close  season.  Or  to  put  it  in  another  way  :  no  one 
fishes  in  Ireland  in  winter.  At  the  same  time  I 
would  venture  to  caution  Mr.  Malone  against  going 
piking  about  Christmas,  for  if  lie  is  prosecuted  for 
salmon  or  trout-fishing  in  the  close  season  he  will 
never  succeed  in  convincing  an  Irish  bench  of 
magistrates  that  his  infatuation  for  sport,  however 
extraordinary,  drove  him  to  fish  for  pike  in  frost 
and  snow.  But  can  Irish  pike  be  caught  in  winter  ? 
I  never  tried,  but  am  told  by  those  who  did  that 
it  is  quite  useless  to  do  so. 

I  was  much  interested  to  learn  from  "  Heather- 
bell  "  in  a  recent  issue  that  on  the  Amian  there  is 
"  an  old  custom  of  angling  which  has  been  carried 
on  for  generations,"  and  which  consists  of  trolling 
"  by  a  rod  on  each  bank  with  a  dozen  salmon  flies 
suspended  from  the  line."  This  is  sweetly 
Arcadian.  The  last  time  I  came  across  fishing  of 
this  sort  was  in  a  police-court,  where  it  had  a 
matter  of  £3  and  costs  attached  to  it.  Cross  lining, 
and  of  the  worst  kind,  too  ! 

I  love  a  joke,  a  verbal  joke,  even  if  it  is  at  my  own 
expense,  or  even  at  that  of  our  beloved  craft. 
The  man  that  adds  a  smgle  smile  the  more  to  tho 
gaiety  of  nations  I  lo\"0  as  much  as  I  do  him  who 
makes  two  blades  of  grass  to  grow  where  only  one 
grew  before.  In  fact,  1  lu\  e  hirn  more.  I  am  not 
partial  to  grass.  (All  right,  jou  maj"  A\"hisper 
away,  "  Thistles  may  bo  more  to  my  taste  !  " 
I  don't  mind  it  a  bit.")  But  it  must  bo  a  joke,  a 
real  true  joke  that  contains  some  portion  at  least 
of  tho  essential  elements  of  surprise  and  delight. 
I  am  not  too  exacting,  for  nothing  is  rarer  than  wit. 
Swift,  no  mean  judge,  says  the  odds  against  a  man 
b^'ing  witty  is  a  couple  of  millions  or  so  to  one,  and 
we  s:iould  be  grateful  for  even  an  approximation  to 
tiie  genuine  thing.  I  am.  MoJSiA, 
(To  be,  continued.] 
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SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  13th,  1902. 


TO  THE  EEADERS  OF  THE 
FISHING  GAZETTE. 


With  this,  the  Christmas^^Number  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  the  Editor  follows  the  time-honoured 
custom  of  wishing  his  readers  one  and  all,  and  all 
connected  in  any  way  with  the  paper,  and  all 
angler.s, 

A  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year, 
WITH  Good  Sport  with  Rod  and  liiNE. 

Although  I  personally  have  had  some  very  good 
sport  in  1902,  I  think  that  there  is  no  doubt  it  has 
not  been  a  record  good  angling  year — indeed,  in 
some  districts  it  must  have  come  near  being  a 
record  bad  one.  Still  in  many  places  the  last  half 
of  the  season  made  up  for  the  winter-like  character- 
istics of  the  first  part.  There  is  one  great  consola- 
tion in  a  bad  season  when  it  has  passed,  and  that  is 
that  you  know  there  is  a  much  bigger  stock  of  fish  to 
catch  next  season,  and  not  only  that — they  will  be 
much  bigger  fish  ;  and  this  will  give  a  chance  to 
the  great  number  of  anglers  who  are  returning  in 
every  ship  from  the  war  in  South  Africa.  In  the 
coming  year  I  hope  to  chronicle  grand  sport  among 
all  classes  of  anglers,  and  we  shall  get  it  provided 
we  go  fishing,  and  do  not  stop  at  home  waiting  for 
a  fine  day  or  to  hear  "  someVjody  else  "  is  having 
sport.  It  should  be  every  angler's  ambition  to  be 
that  "somebody  else."-  R.  B.  Marston. 


SOME  NEW  ARTICLES  ON  FLY 
TYING  TO  APPEAR  IN  THE 
FISHING  GAZETTE. 

With  the  commencement  of  the  New  Year  I  hope 
to  give  the  first  of  a  series  of  illustrated  articles  on 
"  Trout  Fly  Tying,"  which  are  thus  referred  to  by 
the  correspondent  who  sends  them  to  me : — 

"  Dkau  Mar.ston, — I  am  sending  you,  for  you  to 
look  over,  a  bundle  of  old  letters  addressed  to  mc 
during  my  school-boy  days  in  Yorkshire  by  the  best 
fficnd  I  ever  had — my  father.  He  was  an  enthu- 
siastic  fly-iisher   and   liy-dresaer,   but  stationed 


abroad,  as  he  generally  was,  he  had  little  oppor- 
tunity of  instructing  me  in  either  art.  These  old 
letters  of  my  Dad  deal,  for  the  most  part,  with  fly- 
dressing — the  wet  fly  practice.  As  a  beginner  I 
found  them  very  helpful  and  practical,  and  it 
occurred  to  me  that  other  boys  might  find  them 
no  less  so,  and  that  it  might  be  worth  your  while 
to  pubhsh  such  selections  as  you  think  right  from 
the  parts  dealing  with  this  subject.  After  leaving 
my  '  t'other  school '  I  went  to  Winchester,  and  was 
entered  to  the  dry  fly  on  the  classic  waters  of  '  Old 
Barge.'  I  have  somewhere  another  batch  of  letters, 
in  which  my  father  instructed  me  in  dressing  the 
dry  fly,  but  as  this  subject  has  been  so  compre- 
hensively dealt  with  in  Mr.  Halford's  '  Floating 
Flies  and  How  to  Dress  Them,'  I  refrain  from 
sending  you  these. — Yours  very  truly, 

^'Alan  Grange,'-' 


"  DOVE  DALE  REVISITED,"  WITH 
OTHER  HOLIDAY  SKETCHES,  BY 
"  THE  AMATEUR  ANGLER."  * 

It  is  a  sad  thing  to  see  men  or  women  old  before 
their  time.  Surely  to  see  an  old  man  bright  and 
youthful  in  mind  and  body  is  like  sunlight  itself  ! 
The  writer  of  this  charming  little  book  is  a  wonderful 
instance  of  vitaUty,  and  of  mental  powers  clear  and 
undimmed  by  years.  The  freshness  of  his  style, 
its  grace  and  beauty,  speak  for  themselves,  and  are 
all  his  own.  The  remarkable  thing,  to  my  thinking, 
in  him  is  this — that  he  has  spent  most  of  his  life  in 
arduous  toil  within  the  great  city  of  the  Empire 
itself.  Yet  one  might  be  tempted  to  think  that  he 
had  never  seen  the  city,  so  Httle  do  his  words  indicate 
his  work — so  thoroughly  do  they  breathe  out  the 
beauties  of  the  brook  or  the  river,  with  their  placid 
surroundings.  Walton  himself  was  not  a  greater 
lover  of  simple,  honest  country  life — that  is  quite 
evident.  Indeed,  the  impression  at  times  con- 
veyed to  the  mind  of  the  reader  is  that  "  The 
Amateur  Angler "  must  have  spent  his  life 
wandering  from  stream  to  stream,  loving  nature 
with  a  soul  sincere,  simple  as  a  child's  in  its 
adoration  for,  and  devotion  to,  all  that  is  lovable, 
beautiful,  and  pure.  This  small  work,  as  its  title 
betokens,  is  a  sequel  to  the  former  work  written  by 
him  in  1884,  "  An  Amateur  Angler's  Days  in  Dove 
Dale."  It  was  my  privilege  to  follow  his  steps  in  the 
October  of  1887,  being  tempted  by  the  perusal  of 
the  book  in  question,  and,  further,  being  advised  to 
go  by  "  Piscator  Major,"  a  not  very  distant  relative 
of  "  The  Amateur  Angler  "  himself,  if  I  mistake  not. 

It  is  curious  and  almost  weird,  to  me  at  lcast,'to  go 
back  upon  that  trip  of  mine,  the  account  of  which 
appeared  in  these  pages,  and  which  I  can  refer 
to  by  dipping  into  the  leaves  of  the  old  scrap- 
book  now  before  me.  We  had  the  same  "  luck  "  to 
a  nicety.  It  was  in  the  same  month  we  fished,  and 
we  were  of  course  after  gz'ayling,  in  October.  Yet 
when  I  read  my  own  paper,  entitled  "  October  Ale," 
or  "  Another  Amateur  Angler's  Sojourn  in  Dove- 
dale,"  and  then  peruse  his  freshly-written  pages 
(fifteen  years  after  my  own),  I  observe  how  "  history 
repeats  itself."-  I  draw  no  comparison  between  us 
as  writers,  save  to  observe  that  the  one  writes  with 
a  gold  pen,  the  other  with  a  steel  one — a  serviceable 
weapon  truly,  but  lacking  in  finish  and  in  intrinsic 
worth,  and  taking  a  back  seat  willingly,  as  the  in- 
ferior metal  before  its  superior. 

I  find,  like  himself,  that  I  could  take  trout,  and 
did  land  some  fine  specimens,  all  carefully  returned 
of  course  ;  but  the  grayUng  did  not  suflier  much  at 
my  hands.  The  rivers  were  unusually  low,  it  is 
true.  Was  ever  angler  without  a  good  excuse  when 
he  fished  and  made  little  of  it  ?  Also,  grayling  fish- 
ing was  a  new  thing  to  me — another  proof  of  the 
French  proverb  "  Qui  s'excuse  s' accuse."  It  is, 
however,  true  that  I  went  for  more  than  the  fishing, 
and  to  a  certain  extent  I  caught  what  I  went  to 
catch — health,  etc.  No  more  of  myself,  except  to 
remark  that  when  I  was  fishing  the  Dove  one'  day 
just  after  passing  "  Reynard's  Cave,"  I  suddenly 
heard  a  rabbit  squealing  piteously.  A  stoat  was 
all  but  on  it.    The  rabbit  lay  down  mesmerised  (?y 

*  "  Dove  Dale  Revisited,"  by  "  The  Amateur 
Angler."  London :  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  &  Co., 
Ltd.  Fully  illustrated.  2s.  Gd.  net.  Of  the  6s. 
(idition  only  2.50  copies  were  printed,  each  copy 
numbered  und  initialed  by  the  author ;  over  200 
have  already  been  disposed  of.  This  edition  will  be 
out  of  print  very  soon.  ■  ' 


and  awaited  its  doom,  but  a  well-thrown  stone  made 
the  stoat  turn  and  disappear.  I  then  carried  the 
rabbit  as  far  as  the  Dovecots,  and  gave  it  new 
liberty.  And  here,  forsooth,  is  history  again  repeat- 
ing itself  (see  page  38).  The  incidents  mentioned 
are  surely  not  everyday  ones  in  these  parts  ;  there- 
fore not  a  Uttle  odd  is  the  coincidence.  In  the 
author's  particular  experience  the  rabbit  was  dead, 
having  been  caught  by  the  stoat.  I  was  informed 
that  even  when  rescued,  as  my  rabbit  was,  they 
never  hve,  or  very  seldom.  The  shock  kills  them. 
In  their  case  truly  "  The  sense  of  death  is  most  in 
apprehension." 

The  author  is  possessed  of  many  gifts,  and  not 
least  descriptive  power.  It  would  be  quite  impos- 
sible in  the  restricted  space  allotted  to  me  to  do 
more  than  mention  the  fact,  for  the  book  covers  a 
good  deal  of  ground.  It  did  my  heart  good  to  re- 
trace my  steps,  and  in  such  excellent  company  ! 
He  was  the  pioneer,  and  it  is  pleasant  to  find  him 
still  "  at  it,"  as  keen  an  angler  as  he  was  in  1884. 
The  hint  that  he  was  seventy  years  of  age  eight 
years  ago  is  actually  needed.  It  is  the  only  state- 
ment in  the  whole  book  which  one  questions  ;  but, 
alas  !  it  is  an  owre  true  tale. 

Remembering  this  fact,  how  singularly  active  for 
his  years  he  must  be,  and  how  young,  whatever  the 
mere  date  of  his  birth.  His  humour,  Uke  his  good 
nature,  is  endless.    What  could  be  better  than  this? 

"  The  Master,  I  think,  was  mainly  engaged  in 
swearing  at  the  trout  which  would  come  at  him, 
and  at  the  grayling  that  would  not."-  It  is  impos- 
sible to  put  it  in  better  or  quainter  words.  Ah  ! 
that  golden  pen — I  wish  he  would  lend  it  to  me,  for 
I  really  feel  the  need  of  it  while  penning  these  hnes. 
But  no — he  won't.  It  is  his  one  selfishness  I  suppose, 
for  "  a  man's  a  man  for  a'  that  till  they  supply  him 
with  wings  and  make  an  angel  of  him  " — in  The 
Aftertime. 

He  occasionally  lets  slip  little  remarks  which 
tempt  me  to  be  kindly  sarcastic,  and  to  say  jocosely, 
"  Rejoice.  '  A.  A.,'  in  that  youth-perennial  of  thine." 
At  page  25,  Regardez !  as  he  says — "  I  caught  a 
brace  of  very  fine  trout  by  a  mighty  long  cast  at  the 
back  of  the  island."  There  is  no  lack  of  vigour  here, 
and  even  less  when  he  mentions  that  he  climbed 
over  a  spiked  wall  "  with  his  usual  juvenile  agiUty." 
"  This  wall  presents  a  somewhat  formidable  diffi- 
culty to  climbers  less  agile  than  myself."  .  . 
"  My  companions  did  not  care  to  face  it,"  and  so  on. 
What  a  broth  of  a  boy  he  must  have  been  when  he 
wore  an  Eton  jacket !  Grandchildren,  please  pass 
this  passage  by  unread  !  He  is  very  fond  of  you, 
so  shut  your  eyes  to  the  vision  of  this  grandparent 
who  cHmbs  spiked  walls  at  seventy-eight,  and  who 
never  served  an  apprenticeship  in  early  days,  where 
apples  were  ripe  and  orchards  were  high  of  wall, 
topped  with  broken  glass  bottles.  No,  no  !  he 
never  did,  I  assure  you,  although  you  might  think 
so  to  see  him  scaling  walls  as  active  as  any  lamp- 
lighter of  olden  times. 

His  powers  of  endurance  are  further  illustrated 
when  he  walks  home  ten  miles  from  Hartington, 
feeling  no  fatigue,  but  rather  glorying  in  his  strength. 
"  Ah  !  what  a  delightful  walk  it  was,  for  me  at 
least"  .  .  .  "and  the  others,  though  they  may 
perhaps  have  felt  the  fatigue  a  little  more  than  I, 
yet  seemed  to  enjoy  it  "  ! 

Everybody  who  is  anybody  knows  the  lines  (put 
into  the  mouth  of  Autolycus) — 

Jog  on,  jog  on,  the  footpath  way. 

And  merrily  hent  the  stile  a  ; 
Your  merry  heart  goes  all  the  "day. 
Your  sad  tires  in  a  mile  a. 

See  "  Winter's  Tale,"  Act  IV.,  Scene  II.  Long  may 
the  old  man  in  years  be  young  in  soul,  "  and  merrily 
hent  the  stile  a  ! ''  The  ground  he  travelled  over 
in  his  fishing  and  walking  excursions  is  surpassingly 
beautiful,  and  here  I  may  be  allowed  to  remark  that 
the  illustrations  are  exquisitely  done  (from  photo- 
graphs), worthy  aUke  of  the  firm  which  publishes 
the  book  and  of  the  author's  reputation. 

But  he  positively  sticks  "  a  dagger  at  me  "  when 
he  "  jolly  well  proves  "  that  Izaak  Walton  never 
saw  the  famous  hut  when  finished.  It  was  but  as 
"  high  as  the  arch  of  the  Dore  "  (sic)  when  Walton  is 
supposed  to  have  seen  it  last.  What  a  knock-do-sm 
blow  to  a  long-cherished  delusion  !  However,  it  is 
well  to  be  thankful  for  small  mercies,  and  to  know 
that  he  saw  it  even  thus  high  is  matter  for  con- 
gratulation. Nothing  seemed  ^to  change  the  con- 
tented-and  cheerful  mind  of  this  old  yet  young 
"  Amateur  Angler."  Rains  might  pour  or  clouds 
■lower,  the  clothes  might  get  damp  ;  but  what  power 
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on  earth  can  damp  the  spirit  of  the  man,  who  is  a 
kind  of  Mark  Tapley,  but  without  the  exaggera- 
tions of  such  a  character. 

What  if  rain  torrential 
Pour  upon  him  daily? 
"  It  can't  pierce  my  '  Burberry  '  "  !* 
He  has  said  so  gaily. 

And  this  brightness  gilds  the  very  pages  of  the 
book,  and  conveys  its  gleam  of  sunshine  into  the 
reader's  mind  and  understanding.  What  is  his 
secret?  Has  he  discovered  the  elixir  of  Ufe?  Does 
he  take  "  Parr's  Life  Pills  '-'  ?  Let  us  consult  the 
oracle  itself.  And  at  page  49  we  have  our  answer. 
"It  is  to  such  holidays  as  these  that  I  owe  the 
elasticity  of  spirit  and  vigour  of  bodily  health 
which  they  have  always  renewed  in  me."  He  adds 
some  earnest  words,  the  words  of  a  good  man,  who 
shuns  parading  sacred  thoughts  and  feelings  as  a 


a  more  melody.  Does  ho  really  mean  it  to  be  his 
last  holiday  book  ? 

This  thought  is  as  a  dealli,  which  cannot  choose 
But  weep  to  have  that  which  it  fears  to  lose. 

—Shakespeare's  Sonnets. 

After  this  it  would  seem  to  me  to  be  an  irksome 
task  to  continue  my  brief  notice  of  the  work,  save 
to  add  that  "  the  other  hohday  sketches ''  are 
written  in  the  same  charming  manner.  But  my 
friend  the  Editor,  if  I  write  any  more,  will  be  placing 
my  MS.  in  that  boiler  of  his,  wherein  he  "  boiS 
down  "-  any  articles  of  undue  length. 

I  trust  that  I  have  conveyed  what  I  feel,  namely, 
that  the  work  is  but  the  index  of  the  man,  and  that 
both  are  delightful  /  know.  It  is  with  regret  that 
I  close  a  book,  the  perusal  of  which  has  given  me  so 
much  pleasure  as  "  Dove  Dale  Revisited." 

E.  M.  ToD.  'i 


A  Good  Catch  of  Salmoit  fbom  the  Cumberland  Derwent. 


rule,  but  who  cannot  quite  be  silent ;  in  view  of  the 
grateful  rendering  of  the  words  of  the  Psalmist, 
which  was  evidently  repressed  just  because  felt 
so  deeply — "  Surely  goodness  and  mercy  shall 
follow  thee  all  the  days  of  thy  life  " — a  promise 
which  to  him  has  all  the  graciousness  of  fulfilment, 
surely  !    May  it  ever  be  so  ! 

In  his  prefatory  note  there  is  one  brief  touch  of 
regret — a  regret  which  is  not  expressed  so  much  as 
that  it  conveys  a  touch  of  sadness  underlying  the 
words  themselves,  when  he  indicates  that  "  It  is  a 
pleasant  coincidence  that  my  first  and  my  last 
holiday  book  should  relate  to  Dove  Dale."-  That 
last  strikes  a  minor  key.  We  share  that  regret  to 
the  full,  for  the  writings  of  "  The  Amateur  Angler  -- 
are  like  a  breath  of  "  caller  air,",  laden  with  the 
scent  of  new-mown  hay. 

Oh,  dom  golden  slippers  ! 
Golden  slippers  I'm  going  to  wear 
When  I  walk  do  golden  street. 
(Old  Nigger  song.) 

It's  all  that  golden  pen — Ah  !  perhaps  to  men  Uke 
him  "  Dem  golden  slippers  "-  may  be  more  than 

*  Burberrys'  "  Slip-on  "  waterproof  coat. 


A  GOOD  CATCH  OF  SALMON  FKOM 
THE  CUMBEKLAND  DEKWENT. 


In  our  picture  the  angler  sitting  down  is  Mr.  G,  W. 
Miiller,  hon.  secretary  of  the  Cumberland  Derwent 
Angling  Association,  and  the  other  angler  is  Mr.  T. 
Rook,  fishing  tackle  maker,  of  Cockermouth.  The 
fish  were  caught  early  last  October,  and  run  as 
follows  :— 6 Jib.,  7i^lb.,  l\Vo.,  U\ht_,  15lb.,  and  211b. 
Mr.  Miiller  informs  us  that  the  sea-trout  and  salmon 
fishing  in  the  Derwent  is  often  very  good,  the  brown 
trout  fishing  not  nearly  so  good  as  it  ought  to  be. 


"IN  THE  STILLY  NIGHT." 

The  twiUght  of  a  summer's  evening  was  fast 
fading  into  the  shades  of  night.  Already  the  out- 
lines of  the  tall  trees,  that  but  a  little  since  stood 
sharp  and  clear  in  the  red-gold  of  the  setting  sun, 
were  blended  into  a  darkening  mass  that  minded 
one  of  the  black  clouds  of  an  approaching  stormt 
The  busy  hum  and  traffic  of  the  day  were  ended* 
and  a  great  silence  had  fallen  upon  all. 

By  the  deserted  river-side  stood  a  solitary  fisher- 


man, a  forlorn  and  lonely  being  who  gazed  with 
anxious  eyes  along  the  towing-path.  The  fisher- 
man was  myself  and  the  spot  the  "  Oak  Tree 
Swim.'-  There  it  was  that  Braconnier  (a  poacher) 
and  the  Optimist  (his  friend)  had  faithfully  pro- 
mised to  meet  me.  These  enthusiasts  had  between 
them  persuaded  me  that  there  were  few  things 
plcasanter  than  to  sit  on  a  lonesome  river  bank 
and  angle  through  the  "  stilly  night.''  As  described 
by  them  the  idea  seemed  quite  poetical,  and  made  a 
strong  appeal  to  the  more  romantic  side  of  my 
nature,  but  after  standing  alone  for  fully  half-an- 
hour,  the  poetry  was  fast  dying  out  and  a  strange 
nervous  feeling  taking  its  place. 

What  noise  was  that  ?  I  am  not  superstitious 
as  a  rule,  but  in  the  country  at  night  one  does  hear 
the  most  awesome  sounds.  There  it  was  again — 
a  sort  of  half  moan,  half  chirrup — a  rare  bird 
Brae,  would  have  said  and  thought  himself  lucky 
to  have  heard  it.  I  began  to  long  for  those  two 
to  arrive  ;  perhaps  it  would  be  better  when  I  had 
company  and  a  lantern.  That  sound  was  coming 
nearer,  and  there  was  a  rusthng  somewhere  in  the 
bushes.- 

Well,  that  settled  it !  I  would  steal  quietly  off 
home  and  not  fish  at  all ;  or,  on  second  thoughts, 
why  not  go  to  the  "  Angler's  Arms '-  for  a  while, 
and  return  later.  This  seemed  the  better  plan,  and 
a  short  five  minutes  saw  me  safely  at  the  com- 
fortable inn.  I  had  done  over  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
in  that  time,  but  then  I  had  stepped  out,  as  the  old 
story  says — 

"  Like  one  that  on  some  lonely  road  doth  walk  in 
fear  and  dread. 

Full  well  he  knows  that  close  behind  a  fearsome 
fiend  doth  tread." 

Opening  the  door  and  walking  hurriedly  in  the 
first  sight  that  met  my  eyes  was  Brae,  and  the 
Optimist  comfortably  hobnobbing  over  a  bowl  of 
some  steaming  Uquid  ;  the  rascals  were  quite  equal 
to  the  occasion.; 

"  We've  been  expecting  you,"-  said  one; 

"  Felt  sure  you'd  come  here  ! ''  said  the  other. 
Feeling  my  character  to  be  at  stake,  I  was  about 
to  tell  them  mth  some  severity  the  real  reason  for 
my  appearance  ;  however,  they  cut  me  short  with 
a  reference  to  the  contents  of  the  bowl  (which 
proved  to  be  punch),  thus  very  wisely  changing 
the  subject  and  diverting  my  mind  into  pleasanter 
channels,  The  "  Angler's  Arms  "  is  a  particularly 
cosy  inn,  its  walls  everywhere  hung  with  trophies 
of  fishing,  shooting,  and  the  chase,  and  had  not 
sport  been  in  the  air  we  might  have  been  tempted 
to  remain  chatting  over  past  successes  far  into  the 
night,  till,  indeed,  such  time  as  a  stern  law  made  it 
necessary  for  our  genial  host  to  poUtely  request  his 
guests  to  step  out  into  the  cold  world,  and  to  then 
close  his  hospitable  door  upon  them. 

However,  the  aforesaid  punch  was  disposed  of 
amid  much  merriment — and  there  is,  mind  you,  a 
something  about  this  same  comforting  beverage 
that  produces  a  tendency  to  lean  back  in  one's 
chair  well  pleased  with  everyone  and  everything, 
and  to  remain  just  where  one  may  chance  to  be 
in  perfect  contentment  of  mind  and  body. 

Fortunately,  on  this  occasion,  the  sight  of  many 
wonderful  fish  that  had  been  caught  by  others  and 
that  now  adorned  the  walls  of  the  inn  produced  in 
us  a  strong  feeling  of  emulation,  so  that,  acting 
upon  Mrs.  Chick's  famous  advice  to  Mrs.  Dombey, 
"  to  make  an  effort,'-  we  collected  our  tackle,  bade 
the  landlord  "  good-night,'-  and  saUied  forth  eager 
for  the  fray. 

It  was  striking  eleven,  and  the  moon  now  high 
above  us  was  peeping  down  for  the  most  part  on  a 
sleeping  world,  but  we  were  awake,  very  wide 
awake,  myself  especially,  for  Brae's  wonderful 
stories  told  over  the  punch  had  made  me  even 
keener  than  before. 

One  rod  each  was  the  limit,  and  we  all  used  dif- 
ferent baits  "  to  give  the  fish  every  chance  '-  our 
Optimist  said  ;  most  sanguine  of  all  fishermen  is  he, 
ever  ready  to  revive  the  drooping  spirits  or  flagging 
interest  of  the  party. 

"  Any  bites  yet  ?  '-  he  will  ask  after  an  hour  or  so 
of  uneventful  waiting;  the  cheery  voice  inspires 
confidence,  and  we  feel  they  may  arrive  at  any 
moment.  Twelve  o'clock  had  struck,  and  things 
being  still  quiet  gave  us  time  to  admire  the  scene  ; 
all  seemed  strange  and  ghostly.-  Over  the  rippling 
shallows  there  spread  the  shimmer  of  the  moon- 
light ;  across  the  deep  broad  stream  below  the  weir 
ran  a  wavering  lino  of  silver,  ever  widening  till  it 
was  lost  in  the  dark  arches  of  the  old  stone  bridge  j 
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far  off  one  heard  the  roaring  music  of  the  Tumbling 
Bay,  and  all  around  were  the  cries  of  strange  birds 
and  the  "  hoot-tooting  "  of  owls.  Everything  was 
full  of  interest  to  me.  who  hitherto  had  knowii  the 
river  only  in  the  bright  sparkling  sunshine. 

I  was  lost  in  thought,  half  dreaming,  half  awake, 
when  my  eye  chanced  to  fall  upon  Brae's  reel. 
Surely  the  handle  moved  !  Yes ;  and  now 
again  !  "  Look  out !  -'-  I  cried.  He  gripped  the 
rod.  A  moment  later  the  line  tightened ;  "  skr-r-r-r  " 
went  the  winch  ;  and  by  the  bend  of  the  top  joint 
we  could  see  he  was  playing  a  heavy  fish.  A  yard 
of  line  was  slowly  taken  in,  and  then  a  mighty 
splash  somewhere  in  mid-stream  told  us  it  would 
need  careful  handling.  The  moon  had  clouded 
over,  and  as  I  stooped,  net  in  hand,  by  the  black 
water,  the  pitch  darkness  produced  a  strange  eerie 
feeling.  Not  for  long  though  did  this  last,  the 
excitement  of  the  moment  driving  all  other  thoughts 
away,  for  the  fish  was  fighting  well,  and  so  far  we 
had  no  idea  of  what  his  size  or  sort  might  be.  At 
length  Brae,  began  slowly  to  reel  up.  "  Now  then, 
ready  !  '-  he  cried.  Alas !  in  the  dim  light  I  could 
see  nothing,  do  nothing  ;  the  chance  had  to  be  lost 
and  the  fish  was  away  down  stream  again,  but 
luckily  the  clouds  were  thinning  ;  another  minute 
and  the  moon  shone  out  bright  and  clear.  "  Now  !  '-' 
cried  Brae.  This  time  there  was  no  mishap.  Our 
first  capture  was  safely  landed,  and  discovered  to 
be  a  splendid  barbel  wliich,  going  by  guesswork, 
we  estimated  at  not  less  than  seven  pounds.  Then 
came  a  suggestion  from  the  Optimist.  "  Always 
lucky  to  wet  the  first  fish,"-  he  said.  We  agreed 
with  gusto,  for  the  night  air  had  turned  chilly,  and, 
besides,  we  believed  in  luck,  so  a  momentary  halt 
was  called,  and  Brae's  flask  handed  round  to  the 
fisherman's  toast  of  "  Tight  Lines,''  after  which 
welcome  interruption  we  returned  to  our  sport 
with  renewed  vigour. 

It  was  a  night  for  musing,  the  weird  shadows,  the 
dancing  moonbeams,  the  silence,  the  deep  black- 
ness of  the  water  all  made  their  impression  upon  us. 
There  was  a  something  uncanny  about  it  too,  so 
that  we  drew  closer  together,  sitting  round  our 
lantern  Indian  fashion,  while,  from  the  little  ring 
of  light,  we  cast  into  the  outer  darkness,  and 
putting  the  rods  down  waited  patiently  for  the 
slightest  movement  of  the  reels.  Presently  mine 
turned  slowly  round — was  it  the  current  or  a  fish? 
It  stopped,  then  turned  again — this  time  rapidly. 
I  struck  smartly,  and  away  went  the  line.  It  was 
stout  and  well-tried,  so  I  checked  the  run  and  felt 
the  curious  shaking,  jumping  tug  of  a  big  eel. 
There  were  two  hooks,  and  I  feared  the  loose  one 
might  hang  up  as  it  was  dragged  slowly  along  the 
bottom.  Better  hold  him,  perhaps — or  better 
still,  follow  along  the  bank  reefing  up  as  I  went. 
Brae.,  with  the  net  and  lantern,  was  close  at  hand, 
and  a  few  yards  above  the  bridge  the  eel  was 
played  into  a  space  between  the  rushes,  and  after  a 
final  struggle  the  net  sUpped  neatly  under  him, 
and  he  was  popped  swiftly  into  a  creel  for  safety — • 
eels  being  slippery  customers,  ready  to  return  to 
their  native  element  if  given  the  remotest  possible 
chance. 

So  the  night  wore  on ;  a  good  many  fish — bream 
mostly — came  to  hand,  until,  an  hour  before  dawn, 
the  moon  sank  into  a  cloud- bank  and  the  darkness 
seemed  to  close  in  upon  us,  producing  a  sense  of 
loneliness  which  was  far  from  pleasant.  Our 
lantern,  too,  had  burned  low,  and  this,  coupled  with 
the  fact  that  the  flask  was  found  to  be  empty, 
decided  us  to  pack  up  and  be  off. 

Along  the  silent  river  bank  we  went,  and  on 
through  the  ghostly  streets  of  the  little  town.  Our 
night  had  been  a  success,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
we  should  repeat  it  at  an  early  date.  The  "Angler's 
Arms  '-'  was  appointed  the  meeting-place  as  being 
more  certain  than  the  "  Oak  Tree  Swim.'- 

The  bag  was  a  heavy  one,  though  not,  perhaps, 
quite  as  weighty  as  the  Optimist  had  led  me  to 
expect,  but  then  his  confidences  had  been  made  in 
the  smoking-room  well  on  in  the  evening,  and  one 
must  allow  some  margin  for  the  time  and  place. 
However,  we  had  captured  between  us  over  twenty- 
five  pounds  of  good  fish  and  two  eels.  The  spoil 
we  carried  in  a  large  sack,  and  in  so  doing  roused 
great  suspicion  in  the  mind  of  the  village  policeman, 
8o  much  so,  indeed,  that  it  became  necessary  to 
turn  the  contents  out  on  to  the  pavement  ere  we 
could  convince  the  legal  gentleman  that  we  were 
Bimple,  honest  anglers,  who  might  with  safety  be 
allowed  to  resume  their  journey  homeward 
through  the  "  Stilly  Night.". 


IMPORTANT  TO  BRITISH  SEA 
ANGLERS. 

The  following  extracts  are  from  an  article  in  the 
Daily  News  of  Dec.  3,  and  I  have  to  thank  the 
editor  for  the  loan  of  the  illustration.  I  need 
hardly  say  that  I  hope  any  sea  anglers  who  may 
catch  marked  fish  will  send  them  to  the  Director 
of  the  Marine  Biological  Association,  Plymouth, 
or,  at  any  rate,  very  exact  particulars  of  them.; 

R.  B.  Maeston; 


"  Is  it  inadvisable  to  catch  immature  fish  ?  To 
help  in  solving  this,  and  kindred  problems,  the 
steamship  Huxley — specially  equipped  for  scientific 
investigations,  and  with  naturaUsts  on  board — 
will  sail  this  morning  from  Billingsgate  for  the 
North  Sea.  The  Marine  Biological  Association 
are  doing  the  work  ;  the  Government  is  finding 
the  money.' 

i'  International  Investigations,' 

"  Annual  grants  of  £5,500  have  been  made  by 
the  Treasury  for  investigations  in  EngUsh  waters, 
that  are  to  continue  over  three  years  ;  and  similar 
subsidies  will  come  from  the  same  source  in  respect 
of  the  Scotch  fisheries.  This  is  so  enUghtened 
a  proceeding  that  our  readers  will  hardly  beUeve 
it  of  the  Government  until  an  explanation  is 
appended  to  the  statement.  It  is  an  international 
movement.  At  a  Christiania  conference,  following 
one  held  at  Stockholm,  representatives  of  nations 
interested  in  fisheries  agreed  to  do  this  thing.  So 
the  English  and  Scotch  researches  will  belong  to 
a  wide  series,  prosecuted  in  co-operation  under 
various  flags.  Machinery  for  the  exchange  of 
experiences  has  been  set  up,  and  the  reports  and 
conclusions  of  the  different  countries  will  ulti- 
mately crystallise  into  a  cosmopolitan  publication. 
How  much  better,  by  the  way,  for  the  European 
Powers  to  act  in  amity  for  such  a  purpose  than  to 
squabble  over  spheres  of  influence  in  countries 
that  belong  to  other  peoples; 

i' Ignorance  and  Eggs. 

"  Whether  the  sale  of  undersized  fish  seriously 
affects  the  natural  supply,  and  whether  there 
should  be  a  close  time  on  the  trawling  grounds, 
are  questions  belonging  to  that  large  category 
about  which  persons  wholly  ignorant  have  posi- 
tive opinions,  while  persons  who  have  studied 
the  subjects  know  that  nothing,  or  next  to  nothing, 
is  known.  This  is  easily  illustrated.  It  was, 
and  still  is,  often  contended  that  wholesale  injury 
is  done  to  the  fisheries  through  the  trawl  playing 
havoc  with  the  eggs  of  the  fish  at  the  bottom  of 
the  sea.  There  seemed  much  force  in  the  argument 
until  certain  facts  came  to  light.  Some  years  ago 
Professor  Sars,  the  Norwegian  scientist,  discovered 
that  cod's  eggs  float,  and  this  led  to  the  same 
discovery,  by  other  observers,  in  reference  to  the 
haddock  and  the  whiting ;  and,  finally,  it  was 
observed  that  the  eggs  of  all  '  food  fish,'  with  one 
exception,  are  on  the  surface  of  the  sea.  The 
exception  is  the  herring,  and  this  is  the  more 
remarkable  as  the  herring  is  the  typical  example  of 
surface  swimmers.  So  the  quaint  fact  is'  that, 
while  a  fish  that  lives  at  the  top  prefers  to  have  its 
eggs  at  the  bottom,  the  fishes  that  live  at  the  bottom 
unanimously  prefer  to  have  their  eggs  at  the  top. 
When  a  number  of  facts  like  these  have  been  col- 
lected, the  naturalists  will  be  able  to  advise  Parlia- 
ment, and  Parliament  will  be  able  to  control  the 
fishermen.  Meanwhile,  there  is  ignorance,  and  the 
theories  put  forward  by  scientists  claim  to  be 
nothing  but  theories.  In  the  controversy  between 
Professor  W.  C.  Mcintosh  and  Mr.  W.  Garstang 
— wherein  the  former  submitted  that  fish  were  so 
prolific  that  the  destruction  wrought  by  fiisher- 
men  was  of  insignificance,  while  the  latter  sup- 
ported the  opposite  view — both  gentlemen  agreed 
that  only  mere  opinions  could  at  present  be  put 
forward. 

"  Yesterday  (writes  a  correspondent)  I  was  so 
fortunate,  on  board  the  steamship  Huxley,  as  to 
secure  an  interview  with  Mr.  Garstang,  who  is  in 
charge  of  the  researches  in  English  waters^ 

1' Labelling  Live  Fish.- 

"  '  What  is  the  principal  work  that  will  be  done 
on  the  Huxley  ?  i 

"  '  The  trawl  will  be  repeatedly  lowered  and  the 
contents  carefully  examined.  W6  have  tanks  on 
the  deck  supplied  with  running  sea  water,  and 


the  fish  will  be  at  once  turned  into  these  tanks/ 
Then  those  that  are  lively — that  is,  have  not  been 
partly  suffocated  by  the  weight  of  the  others  in 
the  trawl — will  be  measured  and  the  dimensions, 
with  other  particulars,  recorded  in  a  book.  Then 
labels  will  be  attached  to  the  fish,  and  they  will 
be  put  back  into  the  sea.-  The  label  will  take  the 
form  of  a  little  ivory  disc,  which  will  be  affixed 
by  means  of  a  sort  of  rivet  to  a  part  of  the  body 
near  the  fin,  where  it  will  cause  the  creature,  I 
think,  no  pain,  and  no  inconvenience.' 

" '  Won't  it  make  him  a  little  lop-sided  in 
swimming  ?  - 

"  '  Well,  it  may  do  that.' 

"  '  And  what  makes  you  think  it  will  cause  no 
pain  ?  - 

"  '  We  have  already  liberated  some  fish  with 
these  appendages  on  a  cruise  we  took  before  we 
came  to  London,  and  their  behaviour  when  we 
were  inserting  the  rivet  and  afterwards  was  one 
of  reassuring  composure.  Then,  too,  of  fish 
generally  the  supposition  that  they  know  little 
of  pain  gains  support  from  our  knowledge  of  the 
construction  of  their  brains.' 

"  '  And  what  do  you  write  on  the  labels?  ' 

"  '  We  put  on  "  E  "  for  England,  and  a  number 
corresponding  to  one  against  which  the  details 
of  that  particular  fish  have  been  entered  in  the 
book.-    So  that  when  the  fish  is  caught  the  locaUty 


Two  Methods  or  Labelling  Live  Fish. 

of  its  capture  can  be  compared  with  the  locahty  of 
its  release.  Thus  we  shall  be  able  to  trace  the  habits 
of  migration  and  so  forth.  I  ought  to  explain  that 
our  method  of  labeUing  differs  from  that  adopted 
by  the  Germans.  They  insert  a  metal  ring  near 
the  tail  with  an  inscription  such  as  this — "  H  "  for 
Heligoland,  "  02 "  for  the  year,  and  a  number 
corresponding  to  the  ledger  entry.  1 

"  '  I  should  like  if  you  will  indicate  the  exact 
positions,  to  reproduce  in  the  Daily  News  a  drawing 
of  a  fish  illustrating  both  methods  of  labelUng.' 

Oh.  that  will  be  extremely  useful,  as  it  is 
important  to  let  the  fishermen  know  what  we 
are  doing  '  ;  and  Mr.  Garstang  forthwith  sketched 
the  details  from  which  our  artist  has  made  his 
drawing. 

"  '  You  are  prepared  to  reward  fishermen  who 
find,  save,  and  hand  over  your  labelled  specimens?  ' 

"  '  Yes,  two  shillings  if  the  fish  and  label  are 
surrendered  intact ;  and  one  shilUng  if  only  the 
label  is  sent  and  the  fish  itself  has  been  eaten, 
sold,  or  otherwise  disposed  of.  In  the  case  of 
a  fish  of  any  size  we  add  the  market  value  to  the 
reward. ' 

"  '  Is  the  German  scale  the  same?  I 

"  '  Yes,'. 

"  '  By  the  bye,  have  any  of  the  German  fish  yet 
been  recaptured  ? i 
'i '  Yea  ;  end,' 
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''Strange  Adventures  of  a  Plaice. 

"  '  Can  you  give  me  the  history  of  the  case?  ' 

"  '  Yes,  a  Hull  trawler  took  it  at  the  Horn 
Reef,  off  Denmark.  It  must  have  been  in  the 
water  about  a  fortnight.  The  fishermen  could 
not  have  noticed  it,  for  it  was  sold  in  the  ordinary 
course.  A  Hull  fishmonger  found  it  among  his 
purchases,  and  was  so  astonished  that  he  wrote  to  a 
newspaper,  and  the  editor  asked  if  any  correspon- 
dent could  throw  light  upon  the  matter.  I  saw 
the  paragraph,  and  at  once  communicated  with 
the  editor  ;  and  so  the  matter  was  traced  back. 
The  fish  had  unfortunately  already  been  eaten, 
but  the  fishmonger  had  measured  it,  besides  pre- 
serving the  label.' 

"  '  What  do  vou  estimate  wll  be  your  output  of 
labelled  fish?  '  " 

"  '  We  shall  put  out  about  300  each  voyage,  or, 
say,  6,000  every  year,  and  we  hope  to  recover  about 
10  per  cent,  of  them.'  " 


seen  on  the  left  of  the  picture.  The  iron  hook  was 
supposed  to  be  the  strongest  obtainable  I  A  five 
foot  six  inch  conger  requires  tackling. 

We  started  in  a  small,  canvas-covered  and  tarred, 
canoe  at  about  six  o'clock  in  the  evening— the  writer, 
little  Lil,  John  the  boatman,  and  his  brother  Michael. 
When  the  canoe  had  been  walked  down  to  the 
rocks  it  was  turned  right  side  up,  placed  in  the  sea, 
and  one  by  one  we  carefully  stepped  in.  The  two 
men  rowing,  Lil  and  I  soon  had  a  black-bodied  fly 
with  white  wings  on  gut  bsnt  on  the  rod,  and  a 
trailing  line  out  behind  with  a  large  artificial  red 
rubber  eel  attached.  Lil,  at  the  trailing  line, 
almost  directly  we  left  the  shore  showed  signs  of 
vigorous  exertion.  She  began  pulling  in  with  all 
her  might,  firmly  planting  her  small  feet  against 
the  seat  opposite  and  bringing  the  line  in  hand 
over  hand  in  grand  style.  Now  and  then  a  few 
yards  would  slip  back  through  her  little  fingers, 
but   she  vehemently  refused,  even  resented,  all 


Coronation  Decorations  in  the  British  Isles — Dooaqh,  Achill  Island. 
atch  and  the  three  who  caught  it — 54  sea-bream  on  left,  13  pollack  on  right.) 


From  a  photo  by] 

The  most  Westerly 
(Two  hours'  c 

ACHILL  ISLAND. 
By  J.  Harris  Stone,  M.A.,  F.L.S.,  F.C.S. 

The  catch  of  fish  at  Dooagh,  Achill  Island, 
which  we  photographed  the  next  morning,  and  is 
here  reproduced,  was  taken  on  Monday,  Sept.  8. 
It  was  by  no  means  a  phenomenal  take,  for  on  the 
Saturday  previously  we  had  landed  nearly  as  many 
fish  and  also  two  large  conger,  one  being  five  feet 
six  inches  in  length,  with  a  girth  of  sixteen  inches. 
We  merely  hung  up  on  the  outside  of  our  cottage 
and  photographed  this  particular  result  of  an 
evening's  fishing  because  the  morning  was  fine  and 
bright,  and,  further,  because  we  had  not  up  to 
then  given  away  any  of  the  fish.  That  five  foot 
six  inch  conger  caught  on  the  Saturday  accounts 
for  the  twisted-up  appearance  of  the  gaff,  which  is 


offers  of  help,  so  we  had  just  to  leave  her  alone. 
As  long  as  the  fish  was  water-borne  she  could  just 
master  it — miss  it  she  certainly  did  not — but  when, 
with  a  side  sweeping  swirl,  its  nose  just  appeared 
above  the  water  and  she  felt  the  dead  weight  for 
the  first  time,  which  was  too  much  for  the  child, 
then  only  did  she  allow  a  friendly  and  stronger 
hand  to  heave  the  prize  over  the  gunwale.  This 
first  capture  that  evening  was  a  prime  pollack  of 
91b.,  and  is  the  fish  on  the  extreme  right  of  the 
picture,  near  the  sea-rod.  That  rod  had  been 
bending  also,  just  at  the  finish  of  the  little 
maiden's  adventure,  and  after  a  considerable  play 
a  pollack  of  about  5lb.  was  secured.  Seven-year- 
old  Lil  and  the  writer  then  between  them — and 
fairly  between  them — caught  the  thirteen  pollack 
seen  under  the  crown  (of  which  more  anon).  They 
ranged  from  Lil's  large  fish  on  the  extreme  right  to 
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the  smallest  pollack  on  the  string  on  the  left  side 
of  the  door,  some  21b.  in  weight. 

One  of  our  large  red  rubber  eels  was  unfortunately 
carried  bodily  away,  but  it  is  one  of  the  chances  of 
fish  warfare  that  now  and  then  a  monster  is  hooked 
which  one's  tackle  is  not  strong  enough  to  hold. 
Should  one  only  fish  for  such  monsters  with  her- 
culean equipment  the  catoh  would  be  always 
small,  generally  none  at  all.  Still,  at  Achill  it  is 
always  well,  if  possible,  to  have  a  line  out  strong 
enough  to  hold  a  fish  of  201b.  and  upwards. 

Growing  tired  of  pollack  fishing  after  the  baker's 
dozen  had  been  housed,  or,  rather,  canoed,  we 
moved  to  a  spot  about  a  gunshot  from  the  shore. 
John  relinquished  his  pair  of  paddles  and  left 
Michael  to  keep  the  canoe's  nose  up  to  the 
tide  and  so  nearly  stationary.  We  three  then  in  the 
stern  soon  had  out  hooks  on  light  lines,  without 
sinkers,  for  bream.  We  baited  our  inch  and  a  half 
black  Ijimeriok  hooks  with  bits  of  squid,  and  allowed 
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some  three  fathoms  of  line  to  float  away  from 
the  boat  and  sink  in  the  tide.  Bream  kick  rapidly 
from  side  to  side  when  caught,  and  are  singularly 
strong  for  their  size.  A  sharp  spine  or  two  on  the 
back  are  like  needles,  and  are  prone  to  pierce  the 
hand  it  the  fish  be  incautiously  held.  The  plan 
we  adopted  was  to  wear  tarpaulin  trousers,  and  nip 
the  fish,  ;after  it  is  thrown  over  the  gunwale, 
between  the  knees.  The  next  best  plan  is  to  throw 
it  up  under  the  left  arm,  and,  holding  it  tightly 
there,  extract  the  hook.  Failing  either  of  these 
plans,  just  place  your  foot  firmly  down  upon  the 
fish,  getting  a  grip  between  head  and  body.  But 
in  no  case,  and  never,  attempt  to  extract  the  hook 
from  sea-bream  while  the  fish  is  held  in  the  hands. 
If  you  do  your  hands  will  only  be  describable  by 
the  epithet  so  beloved  by  Budge  and  Toddy. 

Lil,  John,  and  the  writer  worked  hard,  and  after 
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catching  fifty-four  bream  made  for  home,  having 
been  absent  from  the  shore  just  one  hour  and 
three-quarters.  Next  morning  we  threaded  the 
"take,"  and  with  the  three  takers  were  took 
as  is  here  represented.  The  Norwegian  knife,  as 
somewhat  prominently  shown,  is  invaluable  for 
killing  large  fish  such  as  congers,  and  worn  in  that 
position  is  very  handy  where  quickness  is  essential. 
The  stiff  horn  sheath  enables  the  blade  to  be 
instantly  removed. 

The  Coronation  decorations  seen  in  the  photo- 
graph, which  we  took  over  with  us,  made  the  most 
westerly  display  in  the  British  Isles  on  that 
memorable  occasion,  for  Achill  is  the  most  westerly 
island  and  Dooagh  the  most  westerly  village  in 
Achill.  They  Iconsisted  merely  of  simple  night- 
light  illuminations  of  coloured  glass  cups  and  the 
initials  "  E  E,"  and  these  with  a  cro^ra  and  Prince 
of  "Wales'  feathers  we  affixed  to  the  front  of  our 
house.  The  lower  festoons  of  the  lights  are  seen 
in  the  photo,  and  the  bases  only  of  the  E  and  E. 

Many  people  think  the  Irish  peasantry  are  dis- 
loyal. That  we  can  say  nothing  about,  speak- 
ing generally,  but  at  Dooagh — Dooagh  of  the 
meanest  of  squalid  cabins,  where  men,  women, 
children,  and  farmyard  animals  all  herd  together — 
we  found  the  people  most  loyal  to  the  persons  of 
the  King  and  Queen.  When  evening  came  on 
Coronation  Day,  I  suppose  the  whole  village — 
men,  women,  and  children,  in  arms  and  out — 
gathered  together  in  the  courtyard,  cut  out  of  the 
Bolid  bog  around  the  house,  and  on  the  adjacent 
road.  A  quiet,  shy,  orderly,  well-mannered  crowd, 
soft  spoken  and  with  bare  feet ;  the  children  ranged 
themselves  in  the  front,  the  elders  behind.  These 
people  had  never  before  in  their  lives  seen  any- 
thing in  the  shape  of  illuminations.  We  distri- 
buted pea-soup  in  teacups,  whisky  and  water 
among  the  men,  and  sweets  among  the  children. 
The  lung's  touching  letter  to  the  nation  was  read  to 
the  crowd  by  the  light  from  the  illuminations,  and 
listened  to  with  the  most  breathless — almost  pain- 
fully breathless — attention.  When  the  illness  and 
happy  recovery  of  the  King  had  been  explained  to 
them — most  of  them  had  never  heard  of  either, 
they  live  so  out  of  the  world — a  sigh  of  relief  one 
could  not  help  hearing  arose  all  around,  right  out 
to  the  edges  of  the  crowd  and  into  the  shadows 
and  darkness  beyond.  And  in  "  God  Sive  the 
King"  that  crowd  of  bare-headed,  bare-footed, 
ragged,  beautifully-eyed  men,  women,  and  children 
joined  with  quiet,  deep  feeling  and  genuine  fervour. 
In  three  cheers  for  the  King,  followed  by  the  same 
for  the  Queen,  they  also  joined  ;  and  at  the  end, 
about  midnight,  after  the  fiddler  had  fiddled,  the 
phenomenon  boy  dancer  had  danced,  and  we  had 
each  and  all  sung  and  recited  all  we  knew,  that  crowd 
dispersed  as  if  by  magic,  in  a  quiet,  orderly  way,  not 
one  single  person  hanging  about  the  house,  and  we 
could  not  help  saying  to  one  another  that  a  more 
truly  delightful,  innocent,  and  novel  entertainment 
we  had  never  had.  A  casual  tourist — many  of 
whose  congeners  go  to  Achill — rushing  through 
the  island,  and  never  troubling  to  know  or  study 
the  people,  said  to  us  one  day  afterwards  on  seeing 
the  decorations  still  standing,  "  Do  you  mean  to  say 
the  natives  allowed  those  to  remain  up  ?  "  The 
insinuation  contained  in  the  remark  is  unfortunately 
typical.  Those  decorations  remained  up  till  we 
left,  and  not  one  was  once  broken,  touched,  or  even 
Interfered  with  in  any  way  whatsoever. 

The  natives  use  drift-nets  for  taking  mackerel 
and  herring,  the  floats  to  hold  up  the  top  of  the 
nets  being  somewhat  unusual.  They  are  made  out 
of  the  skins  of  sheep  gathered  into  a  bladder  the 
size  of  a  football,  and  tied  round  a  six-inch  lone 
bung-shaped  piece  of  wood.  In  this  plug  of  wcod 
two  holes  are  made,  one  at  the  end  to  fasten  the 
rope  to  the  float  and  so  to  buoy  up  the  net,  the 
other  at  the  side  loading  into  the  interior,  through 
which  air  is  blown  to  inflate  the  contrivance.  The 
bladders  thus  formed  are  a  foot  or  two  in  diameter, 
and  being  well  tarred  or  greased  are  waterproof. 
Some  extra  large  are  balloon-shaped  and  made  in 
Beetions  of  canvas  like  an  over-grown  football,  and 
these  are  tarred  inside  as  well  as  outside.  These 
rather  primitive  though  very  serviceable  net-floats 
are  seen  in  the  fishermen's  hands  in  the  photograph 
taken  at  the  landing-place  at  Dooagh,  where  also  in 
the  background  hapiiened  to  be  a  canoe  turned  upside 
down  on  the  shore,  looking  like  a  stranded  whale. 

When  not  at  sea  the  canoes  have  thus  to  be  laid 
■up  on  the  shore  to  prevent  the  wind  blowing  the 
frail  fitruclurcs  bjdily  away,  for  Achill  is  a  very 
windy  spot. 


The  finest  scenery  in  this  interesting  island  is  that 
round  Achill  Head.  The  precipices  are  stupendous 
and  awe-inspiring.  Wild  goats  in  flocks  of  twenty 
or  thirty  live  there  in  security,  as  it  is  rarely  that 
one  is  shot.  It  is  the  only  place  in  the  British 
Isles  where  these  animals  in  a  wild  state  are  to  be 
found.  Atlantic  waves  break  at  the  foot  of  the 
precipices  in  undisturbed  solitude.  Only  in  fine 
weather  can  the  frail  native  canoes  venture  out  to 
the  Head  from  Dooagh  or  Kim  Bays.  Then  the 
still  water  quietly  laps  the  base  of  the  precipice's 


fishermen.  The  mackerel  were  playing  all  around 
us  in  vast  shoals  close  up  to  the  precipice  wall, 
and  on  our  way  to  the  Head,  round  the  rocky,  wild- 
bird-inhabited  islands  guarding  Dooagh  Bay  on  the 
west,  we  passed  the  unusual  sight  of  a  mass  of 
sea-bream  jumping  out  of  the  water  in  the  wildest 
of  wild  sport.  At  the  Head  we  caught  a  number 
of  pollack  of  101b.,  121b.,  and  141b.  weight,  and  had 
several  baits  carried  clean  away.  Very  strong  tackle 
is  required  here.  On  our  way  to  the  fishing  ground 
at  the  Head  a  considerable  number  of  mackerel 


From  a  plioto  bu]  [ft  -V.  StutJe. 

In  the  labge  Canvas  Canoe  at  Achill  Head. 


Fruin  a  jikol'i  by} 


Returned  from  the  Nets. 
(Showing  curious  Achill  sheepslcin  floats.) 


[f.  M.  Slunt 


rocky  and  serrated  walls,  and  the  seascape  has  a 
singularly  Norwegian  fiord-like  aspect.  While 
lunching  in  the  big  canoe  in  one  of  these  fiords  a 
member  of  our  party  climbed  upon  a  rock  and 
photographed  us,  the  result  being  reproduced  here. 
We  had  to  eat  in  the  canoe  for  no  landing  is  here 
possible. 

The  canoe  of  the  usual  canvas-covered,  and 
tarred  genus,  direct  lineal  descendant  of  the  ancient 
Irish  curragh  or  coracle,  was  the  largest  that  has 
yet  been  b  .ilt,  anJ  is  shared  by  three  or  four 


left  the  water,  allured  by  bright  spinners  we  trailed 
behind  the  canoe.  It  is  rather  remarkable  that 
this  year  at  Achill  the  fish  we  caught  were  on  the 
average  much  larger  than  last  year,  but  smaller  in 
number.  Last  year,  casually  fishing  during  five 
weeks,  we  took  many  more  pollack  (1526),  but  this 
year  the  average  size  was  about  51b.  or  61b.  to,  say, 
lib.  last  year.  These  curious  fish  idiosyncrasies 
are  quite  unexplainabla,  no  theory  accounting  for 
them.  In  fact,  we  know  hardly  anything  at  all  of 
the  lives  of  the  fi^h  which  swarm  in  our  seas. 
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A  HAUNTED  ANGLEE. 


THE   STOKY  OF  A  FISHY  CRIME. 

"  Has  the  memory  of  a  crime  ever  haunted 
you  ?  "  suddenly  whispered  a  voice  in  my  ear,  and 
as  I  caught  the  words  I  felt  the  warm  breath  of 
the  speaker  playing  on  my  face. 

It  was  to  say  the  least  of  it  a  startling  question, 
rendered  still  more  so  by  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  was  asked,  and  as  I  turned  sharply  round 
to  look  at  my  interlocutor  I  am  fain  to  own  that 
my  heart  gave  a  big  leap,  for  until  my  meditations 
were  thus  rudely  disturbed  I  had  no  idea  that  I 
was  within  half  a  mile  of  any  human  being. 
Taking  all  things  into  consideration,  I  think  a 
more  courageous  man  than  myself  might  have 
been  excused  from  the  momentary  terror  which 
the  voice  inspired.  It  was  Christmas  Eve,  and  I 
was  standing  on  the  sluice  plank  of  Sandford 
Lasher  watching  the  play  of  the  moonlight  upon 
the  rushing  river. 

Through  the  sluices  and  over  the  lasher  the 
dark  green,  oily  waters  fell  with  a  dull  roar  into 
the  pool  below,  breaking  into  foam-capped  eddies 
which  caught  the  moonlight  and  gave  forth  ripples 
of  silver  with  every  movement  of  the  stream.  The 
pool  atd  its  surrounding  country  lying  white  under 
the  soft  light  of  the  full  moon  formed  a  picture 
mysterious  as  it  was  beautiful,  and  there  was 
that,  an  indefinable  something,  in  the  voice  of  the 
speaker  which,  added  to  the  nature  of  the  question, 
completed  the  general  "  uncanniness,"  and  would 
have  startled  any  man  however  strongly  strung  and 
bold. 

"  Don't  be  frightened,"  remarked  the  owner  of 
the  voice.  "  The  spirits  told  me  I  should  find  you 
here,  and  I  have  come  to  unburden  my  conscience 
and  find  peace  from  my  trouble.  Let  me  tell  you 
my  crime,  and  as  you  hope  for  mercy  yourself  and 
for  the  sake  of  Him  whose  nativity  we  celebrate 
to  morrow,  do  not  judge  me  too  harshly." 

He  v/as  tall,  well'  proportioned,  and  attired  in  a 
thick  pilot  coat,  the  upturned  collar  of  which  hid 
the  lower  part  of  his  face,  and  he  had  that  air  and 
manner  which  at  once  stamped  him  as  being  above 
the  common  level.  The  tone  in  which  he  spoke 
was  so  pleading  and  so  full  of  pathetic  entreaty 
that,  despite  the  lateness  of  the  hour  and  the 
strangeness  of  the  request,  I  felt  impelled  by 
sympathetic  interests  to  comply  with  his  wishes, 
and  I  therefore  intimated  that  I  was  ready  to  listen 
to  him. 

"  Know,  then,"  he  commenced  in  an  impressive 
whisper,  "  that  thirty  years  ago  I  committed  a 
deed  at  this  very  spot  which  has  haunted  me 
sleeping  and  waking  ever  since — a  deed  so  terrible, 
Ach  Gott  in  Hinimcl  !  its  memory  will  curse 
me  to  my  dying  day,  and  will  consign  me  to 
the  fate  of  those  wretched  creatures  who  bear 
the  brand  of  Cain  upon  their  brows. 

"  'Twas  in  the  prime  of  summer  time. 
An  evening  calm  and  cool, 
That  I,  a  happy  angler. 
Fished  here  in  Sandford  Pool. 

You  will  observe,"  he  continued,  "  that  those 
lines  have  a  family  likeness  to  the  opening  verse 
of  Eugene  Aram ;  but  as  I  am  undergoing  the 
mental  tortures  which  afflicted  that  unhappy  man 
I  use  them.  I  was  an  enthusiastic  angler,  and  one 
of  the  leading  members  of  the  '  Wires,'  which,  as 
you  doubtless  are  aware,  is  the  vernacular  of 
cultured  Oxford  for  the  Weir's  Angling  Society, 
which  had  its  headquarters  and  held  its  meetings 
at  a  public-house  on  the  bank  of  the  Weir's  mill- 
stream  at  Cold  Arbour,  over  there,"  and  he  pointed 
in  the  direction  of  South  Hinksey.  "  Life  went 
very  blitliely  then,  and  I  think  few  men  enjoyed  it 
more  thoroughly  than  I  did,  until  one  moment  we 
had  a  fishing  competition  in  this  very  pool,  and 
with  ib  came  my  downfall  and  undoing.  Among 
the  members  it  was  a  recognised  rule  that  none 
but  roach  of  three-quarters  of  a  pound  in  weight 
should  be  taken  and  retained,  but  like  many 
another  good  man  I  was  tempted — and  fell.  That 
day  I  caught  no  less  than  twenty  roach  of  half-a- 
pound  each,  which  I  stuffed  down  the  throats  of  a 
brace  of  jack,  and  took  the  first  prize." 

Here  his  voice  rose  almost  to  a  shriek,  changing 
to  an  unearthly  chuckle,  and  for  the  first  time  it 
dawned  on  me  that  I  was  face  to  face  with  a 
madman.  It  was  an  exceedingly  pleasant  situation 
if  he  happened  to  become  dangerous.  Although 
there  was  a  sharp  nipping  frost  which  had  fringed 


every  available  coign  of  vantage  with  white 
feathery  tassels  of  white  hoar,  which  gleamed  like 
myriads  of  diamonds  in  the  moonbeams,  the  bare 
thought  of  a  life  and  death  struggle  with  my 
friend,  the  Haunted  Angler,  brought  the  perspira- 
tion out  on  my  brow  in  big  cold  beads.  I  never 
object  on  principle  to  a  bout  at  fisticuffs,  but  I 
draw  the  line  at  having  to  fight  at  midnight  on  a 
narrow  planking  rendered  a  more  than  usually 
insecure  promenade  by  the  gripping  fingers  of  the 
frost.  Instinctively  I  slipped  my  hand  into  my 
hip  pocket — a  trick  I  had  learned  from  dealing 
with  the  "  toughs  "  in  'Frisco — but  it  was  empty, 
and  I  remembered  I  had  left  my  trusty  "  Smith 
and  Wesson  "  locked  up  in  one  of  my  trunks  in 
my  bedroom  at  the  King's  Arms,  at  which  com- 
fortable hostelry  I  was  passing  my  Christmas 
vacation,  lured  thither  in  the  hopes  of  bringing  to 
book  one  of  the  big  pike  for  which  Sandford  Lasher 
pool  has  a  well-deserved  reputation.  Again,  as  I 
made  the  discovery  that  I  was  weaponless,  the 
perspiration  broke  out  on  my  face,  for  I  knew  that 
if  it  came  to  a  struggle  the  probabilities  were  that, 
as  the  smallest  of  the  two,  I  should  in  all  likelihood 
go  under. 

"  But  my  triumph  was  of  short  duration,"  he 
said,  dropping  his  voice.  "  The  society  never  dis- 
covered the  foul  deed  I  had  committed,  but  that 
night  the  murdered  fish  haunted  me.  They  passed 
before  me  in  an  endless  procession,  they  glared  at 
me  with  cold,  sightless  eyes,  they  flapped  on  my 
head  and  burnt  their  impress  into  my  brain,  till 
reason  gave  way  and  I  awoke  in  a  padded 
cell.  Since  then  they  have  never  left  me, 
and  to-night  I  have  escaped,  and  have  come 
to  meet  you.  Tell  me,  do  you  fish  ?  "  and 
he  waited  anxiously  for  my  reply. 

Willing  to  propitiate  him,  and,  under  the 
circumstances,  anxious  to  soothe  his  mental 
trouble,  I  answered  in  the  affirmative.  But 
this,  instead  of  having  the  desired  effect, 
acted  in  exactly  a  contrary  direction. 

"  Then  you  must  die,"  he  said  solemnly. 
"  For  years  past  the  unquiet  spirits  of  those 
murdered  under-sized  fish  have  told  me  that 
if  I  could  meet  with  a  brother  angler  at 
Sandford  Lasher  pool  before  the  stroke  of 
midnight  on  a  Christmas  Eve,  and  offer  him 
as  a  sacrifice  to  the  River  God,  I  should 
find  peace.  You  must  die." 
"  But,"  I  said. 

"Nobuts,"  he  interrupted  hastily;  "you 
must  die  I  "  and  he  advanced  towards  me  over  the 
slippery  planking.  I  in  an  instant  threw  myself 
into  a  posture  of  defence,  and  as  he  came  within 
striking  distance  dealt  him  two  heavy  blows 
between  the  eyes.  Then  we  grappled  together. 
Oh,  that  horrible  moment  on  the  narrow,  treacher- 
ous gangway  of  the  sluice  gates !  I  shall  never 
forget  it  if  I  live  to  ten  times  the  allotted  span  of 
man.  Nerved  by  despair,  I  did  my  best  to  keep 
him  back ;  but  he  was  inspired  by  the  giant 
strength  of  madness.  His  fingers  closed  aroimd 
my  throat,  my  sight  grew  dim,  I  heard  a  trium- 
phant shout,  and  fell  backwards. 

"  Give  him  a  drop  more  brandy.  Bob.  Here, 
sir,  get  this  down  you;  you'll  be  all  right  in  a 
minute  or  two." 

I  opened  my  eyes,  feeling  dazed  and  weak,  and 
found  myself  lying  on  the  sluice  plank,  with  two 
men  bending  over  me.  It  appears  that  my 
assailant  was  a  patient  at  the  Oxfordshire  County 
Asylum,  in  the  adjacent  village  of  Littlemore,  who 
took  various  strange  fancies  into  his  head.  He 
had  made  his  escape  about  two  hours  previously, 
and,  meeting  with  me,  would  undoubtedly  have 
efi'ected  my  death  had  it  not  been  that  as  he 
forced  me  backwards  I  clutched  at  one  of  the 
chains  of  the  sluices  and  held  there  instinctively. 
The  keepers  arrived  on  the  scene  just  as  the  unfor- 
tunate maniac  over-balanced  himself  and  was  swept 
by  the  heavy  stream  into  the  pool,  where  a  fort- 
night later  his  body  was  discovered.  Such  is  the 
story  of  my  Christmas  ,Eve  [encounter  with  a 
Haunted  Angler.  G.  E.  Simms. 


A  FEW  INVENTIONS  AND 
ANGLING  EXPERIENCES.* 
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Me.  E.  M.  Tod's  Method  op  Caerying  the  LandinQ- 
Nbt  and  Using  it  when  Wading. 

I  have  now  come  to  the  simplest,  least  expensive, 
and  most  universally  useful  of  all  my  inventions, 
upon  which  my  own  plan  of  "  netting  trout  in  mid- 
stream "  is  dependent — namely,  the  fixing  to  the 
creel  two  saddler's  rings.  These  will  be  seen  by 
you,  gentlemen,  and  I  have  arranged  with  Messrs. 
Turnbull  &  Co.,  of  60,  Princes-street,  who  will 
kindly  show  my  creel  to  any  of  the  members  who 
may  not  have  time  to  look  at  it  this  evening.  The 
rings  are  two  in  number.  A  I  have  named 
"  the  landing  ring,"  and  B  (D  shaped  and  large) 
the  "  carrying  ring."  The  shank  or  handle  of  the 
landing-net  is  inserted  through  the  "  landing  ring" 
A  and  then  through  the  "  carrying  ring  " 
B,  and  it  slides  home  as  easily  as  a  sword 
slips  into  the  scabbard,  until  the  ring  of  the  landing- 
net  itself  rests  firmly  on  the  side  of  the  creel,  having 
run  home  right  on  to  the  "landing  ring"  A, 
which  is  sewn  to  the  edge  of  the  creel,  as  in  the 
basket  before  you.  C  is  an  occasional  landing  ring. 

When  I  was  a  young  lad  I  quite  well  remember 
seeing  a  clever  Polish  conjurer,  named  Wiljalba 
Frikell  (I  think  in  the  Waterloo  Rooms),  and 
he  was  very  fond  of  remarking,  "  You  vill  see, 


Lyra  Piscatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  Cotswold  Isys,  M.  A,,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Field  says:  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'Lyra  Piscatoria'  is  a  delightful  volume."  "Yhe  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  hiimour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco  '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  aildressed  to  37,  King-street,  Qoveut-gartlen,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  i»,  6d. 


ladies  and  gentlemen,  there  is  no  mechanique,  no 
deception." 

Now  there  is  almost  no  "  mechanique  "  in  this 
small  invention  and  absolutely  no  "  deception," 
and  the  cost  is  so  small  that  there  is  "no  money 
in  it  "  whatever.  This  naturally  places  it  within 
the  reach  of  every  one,  but  alas  1  it  has  one  serious 
drawback — namely,  it  is  not  a  paying  concern,  and, 
this  being  the  case,  our  excellent  friends,  the  fishing 
tackle  makers,  can  hardly  be  expected  to  feel  much 
enthusiasm  over  a  matter  so  unprofitable,  nor  do  I 
blame  them.  I  am,  however,  compelled  to  push 
all  such  considerations  aside,  and  hope  I  may  be 
forgiven  for  so  doing  even  by  them. 

In  the  year  1877  I  was  sent  off  from  the  great 
metropolis  to  recover  my  health  after  typhoid  fever 
and  other  delights  of  the  same  kind,  and,  as  luck  -1 
would  have  it,  I  was  in  time  for  the  spring  trouting 
"  in  my  ain  countrie."  So  I  went  in  for  the  cold 
water  cure,  with  some  fly  fishing  thrown  in,  and 
very  good  medicine  it  proved.  Finding  that  I  often 
had  bushes  and  high  banks  to  hamper  me  when 
landing  a  good  trout,  and  using  very  fine  drawn  gut, 
as  is  my  wont,  I  was  reluctantly  compelled  to  use 
a  landing-net,  and  now  I  am  never  without  one. 
I  was  once  an  adept  at  taking  trout  (of  ordinary 
size)  with  my  hand  whilst  wading,  but  it  is  very 
foolish  to  run  needless  risks,  especially  with  the 
largest  trout  of  the  whole  day's  fishing.  I  served  my 
apprenticeship  as  a  trout  fisher  on  the  Tweed,  the 
Teviot,  and  some  other  of  its  tributaries,  and  for  a 
long  time  I  did  without  a  landing-net  from  example. 
In  the  North  of  England  (and  notably  in  the  Eden  in 
Cumberland)  the  local  trout  fisherman  has  a  long 
and  heavy-handled  landing-net  fitted  with  a  spike, 
the  very  sight  of  which  was  enough  for  me.  Every 
sportsman  here  to-night  must  surely  agree  with  me 
when  I  aver  that  there  are  times  when  trout  need 
such  a  lot  of  wooing  that  each  capture  is  a  feat 
and  every  trout  taken  a  jewel,  and  sometimes,  per 

♦  Paper  read  before  the  Trout  Anglers'  Club,  Edin- 
burgh, by  Mr,      M,  Tud,  ia  Jacuary,  1203, 
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contra,  trout  are  suicidal.  Now  on  one  of  these 
latter  days  when  trout  "  gang  fair  daft,"  as  in  the 
early  spring  before  they  are  in  real  condition,  the 
great  essential  is  quickness ;  every  moment  must 
be  utilised  since  trout  must  be  killed  in  the  shortest 
time — the  brief  ■'  time  of  the  take."  We  have  all 
had  our  share  of  such  days.  They  are  good  in  their 
way,  and  one  becomes  quite  bloodthirsty  for  the 
time,  but  they  do  not  live  in  the  memory  like  some 
quieter  days  of  which  the  mere  "  bag  "  is  in  no  way 
reoiarkable.  As  I  said,  in  1877  I  began  the  delightful 
fishing  cure  which  meant  constant  wading  and 
almost  daily  fishing  forbye,  and  I  had  a  very  satis- 
factory record  on  the  whole.  I  had  "  bagged  "  6001b. 
of  trout.  Finding,  as  I  said,  the  landing-net  a 
nuisance  to  me,  and  seeing  that  I  could  not  well 
do  without  one,  it  occurred  to  me  to  sew  a  saddler's 
ring  on  to  the  creel  in  the  position  to  which  I  now 
assign  to  my  "  landing  ring."  I  very  soon  found 
out  that  I  had  "  struck  ile."  One  afternoon  I  was 
hard  at  it,  and  naturally  was  not  looking  about 


found  the  solution  of  this  difficulty  at  my  very 
hand.  I  presume  that  most  anglers  carry  their 
mackintoshes  at  the  baclv  of  their  creels.  Vor  this 
purpose  two  straps  fitted  with  buckles  are  attached 
to  the  creel.  Now  one  of  these  straps  (the  one 
nearest  my  right  side  when  the  creel  is  on  and 
close  to  B  ring)  is  used  instead  of  13  ring  by  ' 
me  whenever  trout  are  taking  quickly.  I  un- 
buckle the  first  strap,  and  this  being  done  I  then 
buckle  the  other,  but  before  buckling  it  I  let  it  out 
two  or  three  holes,  thus  forming  a  loose  leathern 
loop  into  which  the  handle  of  the  net  can  be 
quickly  put  by  the  aid  of  the  angler's  free  hand 
after  it  has  first  been  placed  through  the  landing 
ring  A,  if,  indeed,  it  has  ever  been  necessary  to  ! 
remove  it  from  the  landing  ring  in  the  process  of 
netting  the  trout  last  basketed.  For,  gentlemen, 
please  to  give  me  your  attention  at  present,  I 
always  strive  to  land  my  trout  with  the  shank  of 
the  landing-net  still  within  the  first  or  "  landing 
ring."    You  have  a  power  over  your  landing-net 


reach,  and  then  the  landing-net  leaps  from  the 
basket,  and  before  two  seconds  are  over  the  handle 
is  once  more  pushed  back  into  its  place  and  that 
trout  is  your  own.  The  creel  ought  now  to  be  eased 
forwards  by  a  shrugging  motion  of  the  shoulders, 
and  the  butt  of  the  rod  should  be  tucked  into  the 
top  of  one  of  the  waders,  while  the  rod  itself  rests 
easily  over  the  bend  of  the  right  elbow.  Thus  both 
the  fisher's  hands  are  absolutely  free  to  crack  the 
trout's  "  neck  "  (so-called  because  he  has  none,  I 
suppose).  This  should  be  done  before  the  trout  is 
removed  from  the  net,  and  for  several  reasons : 
First,  should  he  slip  through  your  fingers  he  falls 
back  into  the  net  instead  of  the  river  ;  secondly, 
once  dead,  the  hook  is  more  easily  removed,  as  the 
ligaments  seem  to  slacken  sensibly  after  the 
vertebra  is  severed  from  the  head ;  and,  thirdly, 
no  humane  man  should  ever  put  trout  into  his 
creel  alive.  It  is  a  custom  more  honoured  in  the 
breach  than  in  the  observance,  and  we  owe  some 
mercy  to  a  game  foe  like  the  trout.    Even  when 


Mb.  E.  M.  Tod's  Method  of  Using  Landing-Nkt  when  Wading.  Mb.  E.  M.  Tod's  Method  of  Holding  Eod  and  Unhooking  when  Wading. 


me  much.  That  evening  a  very  experienced  and 
capable  fisherman.  Dr.  Blatherwick,  brother-in-law 
of  the  late  Mr.  Francis  Francis  (editor  of  the  Field), 
met  me,  and  said  that  he  had  been  standing  watching 
me  fishing,  "  andf  Mr.  Tod,"  he  generously  added, 
"  I  must  say,  in  justice  to  you,  that  I  have  never 
seen  trout  landed  so  rapidly  in  mid-stream  ;  never." 
I  at  once  remarked  that  it  was  not  so  much  owing 
to  any  skill  of  mine  as  because  I  had  hit  upon  a  plan 
which,  though  still  imperfect,  worked  with  great 
ease  and  quickness  in  my  hands. 

There  were  two  defects,  however.  In  the  first 
place  I  could  not  well  carry  the  landing-net 
from  place  to  place  easily  in  this  one  ring,  and, 
Becondly,  whilst  wading  in  a  current  it  was  con-  I 
tinually  tripjjing  me  up.  Then  it  was  that  I 
added  B,  the  "  carrying  ring,"  to  my  great 
comfort.  In  actual  fishing,  when  trout  were 
rising  well,  it  was  not  always  easy  to  get  the 
handle  of  the  net  (already  through  A  ring)  into 
ring  J},  and  the  loss  of  time  this  entailed 
stimulated  me  naturally  to  further  exertion,  and  I 


which  is  quite  unique,  and  the  rapidity  with  which 
you  can  scoop  a  trout  into  the  net  leaves  absolutely 
nothing  to  be  desired.  But  there  are  other  advan-  { 
tages.  May  I  once  more  suppose  a  case  ?  You  ; 
are  fishing,  say,  a  hog-backed  pool  or  stream,  and 
are  wading  slowly  up  its  centre,  deep  water  towards 
both  left  and  right  banks.  Such  a  pool  I  used  to 
fish  and  get  a  creelful  out  of.  Few  others,  if  any, 
knew  of  it,  and  so  I  scored.  In  such  a  pool  you 
cast  first  with  the  wind,  say  towards  the  right 
bank,  then  you  gradually  work  round  till  you  are 
casting  above  you,  and  so  you  tiurn  right  round 
and  cast  in  the  teeth  of  the  wind  towards  the  left 
bank,  and  thus  step  by  step  you  are  slowly  but 
surely  making  your  way  upwards,  and  as  you  go 
your  basket  grows  heavier.  Now,  just  as  the 
landing-net  is  about  to  encircle  a  game  trout 
of  lib.,  he  makes  a  wild  dash  for  freedom. 
As  he  bolts  off,  the  left  hand  pushes  the  landing- 
net  quietly  home  through  A  ring,  and  there 
it  rests  out  of  harm's  way  until  it  is  needed  ' 
again.     No   fuss.     At  last  the  trout  is  within  ' 


you  have  to  remove  the  whole  handle  from'  A, 
the  landing  ring,  it  is  easy  to  place  the  end  of  the 
shank  (which  should  be  rounded  off  with  metal  to 
make  it  slide  in  easier)  into  the  first  or  landing  ring, 
and  the  moment  it  has  entered  this  it  slides  home 
at  once,  and  there  you  are.  I  once  landed,  W'hilc 
wading,  three  good  ilb.  trout  (one  on  each  fly)  in 
the  Cumberland  Eden,  and  this  when  I  was  unable 
to  move  one  step  without  the  aid  of  a  landing-net 
fitted  with  a  spike  (shown).  I  secured  all  three 
with  comfort  in  rather  a  risky  Ejiot,  paved, 
apparently,  with  round  and  well- greased  boulders. 
The  keeper  was  watching  me,  and  waved  his  hat 
over  his  head,  for  I  could  not  hear  one  word  owing 
to  the  rush  of  the  river.  So  you  see,  gentlemen, 
not  a  moment  is  lost.  The  trout  is  netted,  killed, 
and  basketed,  and  all  in  a  few  moments,  and  then, 
presto  !  the  flies  are  over  another  rising  trout,  and 
so,  during  the  invaluable  "  time  of  the  take  "  you 
are  utilising  every  moment,  "  making  your  hay,  in 
fact,  while  the  sun  shines "  on  you.  I  could 
relate  several  instances,  but  one  is  as  good  as  a 
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dozen,  especially  as  it  is  the  word  of  a  thorough 
sportsman,  also  one  of  the  noblest  men  I  ever  made 
a  friend  of  in  my  life,  the  late  Thomas  Thorburn. 
He,  like  myself,  was  a  Scotchman  to  the  backbone, 
though  his  life's  work  lay  in  Liverpool  and  mine  in 
Brighton  and  London.  He  once  wrote  a  private 
letter  to  me,  and  afterwards  gave  me  leave  to  print 
it  when  I  was  trying  to  get  the  angling  fraternity 
used  to  this  idea.    Here  it  is :  — 

"  My  Dear  Tod, — . . .  I  was  not  fishing,  but  sitting 
down  watching  you  as  you  fished  up-stream  with 
the  clear  water  worm.  You  basketed,  while  I  sat 
there,  about  a  dozen  good  Eden  trout,  and  the  way 
in  which,  whilst  wading  up-stream,  you  got  rid  of 
rod  and  landing-net,  and  used  both  hands  freely  to 
kill  and  creel  the  trout,  has  left  a  permanent  im- 
pression on  my  mind." 

It  could  not  have  been  put  into  better  words. 
He  was  taken  ill  at  Abbotsford  (which  he  rented),  a 
very  sudden  and  sad  illness ;  but  he  really  died  at 
his  own  home,  near  Birkenhead,  on  November  27, 
1890,  soon  afterwards. 

(To  be  continued.) 


MR.  E.  KEAETON'S  EDITION  OP 
WHITE'S  "NATUEAL  HISTOEY 
OF  SELBOENE." 


This  most  attractive  book  contains  upwards  of 
120  illustrations  from  photographs  by  Cherry  and 
Richard  Kearton.  Some  two  years  ago  the  Kearton 
Brothers  conceived  the  idea  of  preparing  a  photo- 
graphically illustrated  edition  of  Gilbert  White's 
"  Natural  History  of  Selborne,"  and  have  since  that 
time  been  collecting  pictures  for  it  in  almost  every 
quarter  of  the  British  Isles,  and  it  is  no  exaggera- 
tion to  say  that  some  of  the  finest  examples  of  their 
skill  appear  within  its  pages. 

As  one  of  the  greatest  Uving  authorities  on  the 
subject  has  aptly  remarked,  "  they  are  the  happy 
possessors  of  the  true  Gilbert  White  spirit "  ;  and 
as  evidence  in  support  of  this  it  may  be  mentioned 
that  many  of  the  photographs  have  been  taken  at 
arm's  length  from  the  interiors  of  stuffed  oxen, 
sheep,  artificial  rocks,  and  other  ingenious  con- 
trivances that  would  alone  allow  the  camera  to  be 
used  at  such  close  quarters  upon  the  shiest  of  wild 


sitters  amidst  their  natural  surroundings. 
It  has  been  for  them  a  labour  of  love  in 
the  truest  sense  of  the  term.  Over  forty 
miles  were  tramped  with  camera  and 
field-glass  for  one  picture ;  days  of 
patient  waiting  exhausted  for  another  ; 
a  cold  Highland  loch  waded  and  waited 
in  armpit  deep  for  a  third  ;  several 
pounds  spent  for  the  bare  ojjportunity  of 
trying,  for  a  few  minutes  only,  to  take 
a  fourth ;  a  fifth  that  cost  a  round 
sum  in  plates  alone  ;  and  a  sixth  that 
was  actually  secured  whilst  the  photo- 
grapher waited,  with  the  air-ball  of  his 
afjparatus  in  one  hand  and  a  loaded 
revolver  in  the  other,  for  his  subject  to 
put  in  an  appearance  whilst  momentarily 
expecting  a  mad  bull. 

j\.  number  of  beautiful  photographs  of 
Selborne  as  it   is   to-day  have  been 
specially  taken  by  the  illustrators,  and 
although  the  place  has,  no  doubt,  to 
some    extent    changed   since  Gilbert 
White's  day,  they  show  what  an  old-woild  place  it 
still  remains,  and  what  a  delightful  haunt  the 
"  sweet-spirited  parson  enjoyed  for  the  quiet  pursuit 
of  his  Nature  studies." 

The  work  is  freely  annotated  by  Richard  Kearton. 
and  although  his  notes  are  as  explanatory  as  possible, 
it  will  be  found  that  they  are  strongly  tinged  with 
his  own  personal  experiences  of  the  habits  of  birds 
especially.  The  classical  character  of  the  book,  the 
superb  illustrations,  and  the  fact  that  it  is  printed 
on  fine  art  paper  and  tastefully  bound,  render  this 
one  of  the  most  deUghtful  books  for  a  lover  of 
Nature  that  could  be  imagined.  It  is  very  cheap, 
only  Gs.,  and  does  Messrs.  Cassell  and  Co.  great 
credit. 


i''£iiAi.E  Ring  Ouzel  on  Nest  Covering  Cuiuks 
CURING  Rain. 


CONCEENING  FLOATS,  ETC. 

I  WONDER  how  many  anglers  I  have  seen  using 
floats  utterly  useless  for  what  they  were  intended. 
Too  large,  and  often  too  guady,  in  shallow  water, 
too  Ught  in  deep,  too  small  in  a  ripple,  too  bulky  in 
a  calm,  and  so  on.  From  the  2^in.  or  .3in.  pigeon 
or  crow-quill  float  that  an  expert  Sheffield  angler 
employs  with  such  marvellous  skill  in  fishing  drains, 
gently  flowing  rivers,  ponds,  and  other  still  waters, 
or  quiet,  protected  eddies  to  enable  him 
to  allow  his  hook-bait  to  sink  in  a  similar 
manner  to  his  ground  bait  without  alarm- 
ing the  fish,  and  to  circumvent  them  by 
his  wonderfully  fuie  tackle,  to  the  power- 
ful tapering  Thames  cork-float  and  other 
heavy  floats  in  use  to  sink  the  bait  as 
quickly  as  possible,  so  that  it  shall  get 
the  full  benefit  of  the  swim  ;  goodness 
knows  how  many  different  sorts  of 
floats  can  be  used  with  success  to  suit 
different  swims  and  different  styles  of 
fishing.  I  have  in  a  di-awer  containing 
about  forty  floats,  quite  twenty  of  which 
are  differently  made,  only  three  that 
would  do  for  fishing  certain  tidal  por- 
tions of  the  Ouse.  These  three  floats 
were  a  "  set  "  made  many  years  ago  by 
that  excellent  angler,  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Littleport,  who  had  studied  the  vagaries 
of  this  river  for  years,  and  they  are  as 
good  as  ever.  The  smallest  is  5jin.  in 
length,  and  the  largest  exactly  8in.,  with 
cork  about  double  the  size  of  the  former 
float,  the  well-preserved  liin.  of  gamboge- 
coloured  oval  piece  of  cork  being  2|in. 
from  the  tip,  and  the  porcupine  quill 
below  the  cork  to  the  ring  on  the  bottom 
well  varnished,  smooth,  and  hard.  The 
cap  is  unique,  being  an  inch  in  length,  fits 
the  float  like  a  glove,  and  is  most  neatly 
and  strongly  bound  at  the  top  and 
bottom,  enabUng  one  to  see  a  bite 
much  quicker  than  watching  the  sharp 
tip  of  porcupine  that  so  often  protrudes 
through  a  coarse  ordinary  cap.  It  is,  to 
say  the  least,  singular  that  the  Rev.  J. 
Martin  has  a  similar  idea.  He  says  : 
"  I  always  use  a  float  that  is  rather  thick 
at  the  top,  and  have  my  cap  to  fit  about 
three-eighths  of  an  inch  from  the  tip, 
so  that  when  it  is  in  the  water  the  cap 
just  catches  the  water ;  I  also  bind  a 
little  wax  silk  on  my  cap  also,  to  make 
it  thick,   which   causes   it   to   rest  on 
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the  water  more  steadily.  By  adopting  these 
methods  you  will  be  able  to  see  the  finest  possible 
bite,  which  is  very  important  in  roach  fishing."  I 
think  there  is  no  doubt  the  well-known  Littleport 
angler  referred  to  made  the  following  remaiks  to 
me  with  respect  to  the  float  measuring  8in.  in  length 
for  fishing  rather  lively  water  :  "  A  light  cork-float 
with  a  6ft.  very  fine  gut  trace,  with  one  shot  about 
Sin.  from  the  hook,  painted  green,  and  some  15in. 
above  this  a  chain  of,  say,  from  eight  to  twelve 
shots  to  suit  the  stream  (but  still  a  chain)  to  keep 
the  bait  down  and  the  float  steady.  Hook  No.  10 
or  11  for  roach,  baiting  with  two  or  three  gentles  or 
boiled  wheat."  To  which  I  rcpUed  :  "  What  on 
earth  is  the  use  of  a  tackle  like  this  when  the 
stream  is  swiftest  at  the  surface  and  slowest  at  the 
bottom  ?  "  "I  suppose  you  are,"  said  he,  "  speak- 
ing of  a  non-tidal  river  with  a  uniform,  straiglit- 
running  stream?  "  "  Yes."  "  I  am  sjieaking  of  a 
tidal  river  with  a  current  exactly  opposite  to  the 
one  you  refer  to,  with  a  peculiar  under-current  under 
the  comparatively  smooth  surface,  and  this  chain, 
whilst  it  keeps  the  tackle  down,  still  allows  the 
hook  sufficient  play  to  attract  the  fish.  Now,  do 
you  understand  ?  "  "  Perfectly ;  we  are  both 
right."  "  Very  good ;  for  quieter  water  fewer 
shots  must  be  employed,  but  whether  six  or  sixteen 
are  used  they  must  suit  the  run  of  the  current." 
This  old  Ouse  angler  evidently  knew  what  he  was 
about.  If  you  do  not  fish  with  a  well-balanced  and 
heavy  enough  float  in  a  rather  strong  stream,  such, 
for  instance,  as  the  Yare  at  Coldham  Hall,  some 
swims  in  the  Thames,  the  Arum,  and  tidal  rivers 
generally,  to  take  the  bait  down  as  quickly  as 
possible,  one-third  of  the  swim  at  least  will  be  lost. 
Thus  it  was  that  old  Clarke  of  Kingston  would  often 
indulge  in  his  favourite  expression  to  a  careless 
angler  who  was  ignorant  of  such  matters,  "  Please 
fish  your  boat,  sir."  I  have  found  a  phial  cork  cut 
in  halves,  the  ends  rounded  off  with  a  pen-knife,  and 
the  sharp  ivory  or  bone  tip  from  one  end  of  a  London 
made  tapering  quill-float  inserted  through  the 
centre  to  hold  taut  the  fine  line  or  gut,  an  excel- 
lent plan  for  fishing  holes,  exposed  gentle  eddies, 
and  slow  runs  of  shallow  water  in  small  rivers,  from 
two  to  four  feet  in  depth.  I  have  taken  roach,  chub, 
dace,  and  trout  by  this  method,  allowing  the  cork 
to  float  quietly  into  the  swim,  using  fine  tackle,  and 
being  very  careful  in  striking,  when  an  ordinary 
float  would  have  been  useless.  However  quietly  a 
roach  may  take  the  bait  and  draw  on  the  cork,  there 
is  no  nonsense  about  the  biting  of  the  three  other 
fish  mentioned.  The  great  thing  is  not  to  break 
the  tackle  in  striking,  and  the  skill  is  to  keep  th(.- 
upper  hand  and  subdue  a  trout,  chub,  or  even  a 
three-quarter  pound  perch  in  theii-  mad  rushes  for 
hberty  and  bring  them  safely  to  the  net. 

Two  Extraordinary  Floats. — On  various  occasions  I 
have  seen  some  very  amusing  things  when  angling.  I 
once  saw  an  old  angler  at  East  Peckham,  who  would 
have  made  a  splendid  Zulu  chief,  fishing  in  a  quiet 
part  of  the  Medway  for  bream  below  the  tumbling 
bay  with  two — well,  clothes-props  and  two  terrific 
porcupine  cork-balanced  floats  in  the  sluggish  water, 
and  every  time  there  came  a  gust  of  wind,  sometimes 
"  scutting  "  like  an  arrow  across  the  river,  they 
bowed  their  tall  6in.  tips  as  though  they  were  paying 
their  respects  to  the  dark-faced  old  gentleman  as  he 
sat  contemplating  theii-  gyrations  on  the  bank. 
What  could  the  old  angler  have  been  thinking  about? 
I  waited  a  considerable  period  to  see  when  he  would 
strike,  but  "  brim  -'  were  not  "  hon,"  and  I  was  dis- 
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appointed.  Surely  he  would  not  have  waited  until 
a  bream  took  the  lot  under.  A^Tien  fishing  a  similar 
swim,  that  is,  comparatively  still  water,  I  should  use 
a  -tin.  or  5in.  thin  goose-quill  float,  weighted  until  it 
stood  about  half-an-inch  above  the  surface.  There 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  such  a  Hoat  out 
the  distance  that  he  was  fishing,  and  there  would  be 
very  little  resistance  when  a  bream  took  the  bait. 

Anchoring  the  Float. — Any  ordinary  porcupine  or 
quiU  float  may  be  kept  in  a  similar  position  to  the 
above  (bolt  upright)  when  fishing  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  side  in  still  waters  by  using  a 
perforated  lead  or  pistol  bullet  resting  on  clean, 
hard  ground.  The  aperture  should  be  large  enough 
to  allow  the  line  to  run  freely  through  the  lead  or 
bullet  without  alarming  the  fish.  It  does  not  matter 
if  the  pipe,  cofiin-shaped,  pear-shaped  lead  or 
bullet  takes  the  float  under,  the  float  must  be  put 
higher  up  the  Une  until  it  stands  out  as  stated.  A 
stiff  pellet  of  ground  bait  can  be  squeezed  round  the 
weight,  etc..  and  cast  a  considerable  distance,  or  it 
may  be  pitched  round  the  float  if  not  out  too  far. 

The  Cork  Slider. — I  have  seen  anglers  utterly  help- 
less when  using  a  cork  slider  some  distance  from  the 
bank.  The  Une  should  be  paid  off  the  reel  as 
quickly  as  possible,  or  the  shots  and  corking  weight 
will  di'ag  it  out  of  the  swim  in  a  brace  of  shakes.  I 
have  seen  elaborate  drawings  of  this  float  ^vith  the 
top  and  bottom  rings  exactly  the  same  size  and  very 
smalL  The  top  ring  should  be  tlu'ee  times  as  large 
as  the  lower  ring,  as  the  hne  runs  through  more 
easily.  I  have  seen  such  a  remark  as  the  following 
somewhere,  "  For  carp,  roach,  and  chub  a  quill  float 
must  be  used."  In  my  humble  opinion  the  float  to 
be  used  must  depend  more  on  the  stream  than  the 
fish,  and  exactly  suit  it  from  gudgeon  to  barbel.  One 
may  even  catch  gudgeon  in  much  .sharper  swims 
than  others,  and  a  Uttle  heavier  float  must  be  used 
in  consequence.  Even  in  Lea  fishing  it  is  often 
necessary  to  use  a  Uttle  black  wooden  float,  with  a 
white  tip  for  Ught  ledgering  with  a  barley-corn 
shaped  lead  that  will  just  keep  its  nose  Uke  a  snag 
above  the  surface.  A  set  of  three  can  be  bought  at 
Mr.  Sowerbutts,  Commercial-road,  E.,  one  just  a 
Uttle  larger  than  the  other.  I  would  not  be  wthout 
them.  Some  anglers  have  an  idea  that  the  Sheffield 
angler  always  uses  a  3in.  crow-quill  float,  but  as  the 
tip  of  this  float  shows  above  the  surface  like  the 
beak  of  a  waxbill  it  would  be  swamped  and  utterly 
useless  in  a  ripple  ;  and  he  is  obUged  to  use  a  much 
heavier  quill.  Thus  we  have  all  sorts  of  floats  for 
fishing  in  the  various  counties — Norfolk  rivers  and 
broads  (I  have  seen  anglers  on  the  broads  fishing, 
with  the  line  attached  to  the  bottom  ring,  with  the 
top  part  of  the  float  quite  free  and  hanging  down 
with  the  tip  towards  the  ground  when  casting,  and 
they  swear  by  this  method),  Trent,  Thames,  Lea, 
-Arun,  Bedford  Ouse,  Witham,  Lincolnshire  drains — 
many  of  them  totally  different  in  make  and  shape, 
yet  well  adapted  for  the  style  to  be  followed.  If 
I  ork  floats  must  be  used  they  should  be  well  tapered. 
Sf)me  anglers  cannot  or  will  not  see  that  a  tapered 
float  for  pike  fishing  is  much  to  be  preferred  to  the 
I'-arf  ul,  glaring,  gaudy  bungs  I  have  seen  used.  They 
are  much  easier  to  cast,  and  when  a  pike  seizes  the 
bait  there  is  not  a  quarter  the  resistance.  To  see 
'■  Old  Hicks  "  at  the  Stoke  Newington  reservoir  get 
one  of  these  bungs  out  with  a  thick  prepared  Une 
was  a  sight  once  seen  never  to  be  forgotten. 

Old  Dodo. 


BlUGHTP^R  PEOSPECTS  ON  THE 
DAEENTH. 

Jt  ST  before  the  cold  snap  in  November  I  had  a 
walk  along  some  miles  of  this  once  fishful  and 
■it ill  lovely  stream,  and  was  agreeably  surprised  to 
tifid  at  last  some  signs  of  improvement  in  its  state, 
.^adly  diminished  in  volume  from  its  pristine 
fulness,  it  certainly  seems  less  polluted  than  last 
year,  and  in  some  parts,  notably  in  the  lower  waters 
of  the  Lion  fishery,  it  contains  a  much  better  stock 
of  fair-sized  fish. 

In  one  pool  I  counted  about  thirty  rises  in  three 
ijiinutes,  and  there  were  evidently  at  least  seven 
I  eight  fish  within  a  dozen  yards  ;  and  in  another 

ich  I  watched  a  fish  of  about  a  pound  rising 
I'  jjeatedly  at  a  tiny  fly,  close  to  my  feet. 

All  this  looks  well  for  the  spawning  season  now 
beginning  ;  but,  besides  the  vast  accumulations  of 
mud  which  are  spoiling  the  river  below  Hawley, 
there  is  one  other  serious  drawback  very  difficult 
to  deal  with — pike, 


Within  200  yards  of  the  rising  fish  I  saw  a  pike 
of  about  5lb.  in  a  deep  hole.  As  there  are  very 
few  roach  or  gudgeon  in  this  part  of  the  river,  it  is 
evident  that  trout  must  diminish  at  the  rate  of 
at  least  two  or  three  a  week  while  this  voracious 
fish  is  allowed  to  Uve. 

I  hear  there  are  also  many  others  in  the  river  ; 
but  one  or  two  are  quite  enough  to  do  immense 
harm  in  so  small  a  stream.  If  it  were  not  for  these 
vermin  the  river  would,  I  think,  soon  regain  much 
of  its  former  character,  for  the  depletion  by  the 
water  companies  will  not  be  half  so  injurious  now 
that  the  pollution  appears  to  be  decreasing  year 
by  year. 

It  is  rather  curious  that,  though  the  lower  water 
of  the  Lion  was  better  stocked  than  usual,  there  was 
only  one  fish  (a  white-looking  stranger  of  about 
lib.)  in  the  water  opposite  the  lawn,  where  plenty 
of  fish  could  nearly  always  be  seen,  if  not  caught, 
a  year  or  two  ago.  This  must.  I  think,  be  caused 
by  the  attentions  of  that  pike,  and  I  should  Uke  to 
suggest  to  the  lessee  of  the  Lion  {who  seemed  to 
be  rather  despondent  about  the  state  of  the  fishery) 
that  he  might  set  a  trimmer,  or  some  poaching 
instrument,  and  catch  this  enemj^  of  his  fishery. 

It  is  a  public  misfortune  to  anglers  that  such  an 
ideal  spot  for  the  diy  fly  should  be  spoilt  in  this 
manner  ;  for,  lovely  as  are  the  surroundings, 
anglers  will  not  care  to  come  often  to  a  place, 
however  charming  otherwise,  where  they  cannot 
even  see  a  few  good  trout.        J.  Paul  Taylor. 


COQUETSIDE. 


An  Angler's_^Chkistmas  Greeting. 

Tho'  drear  the  scene  an'  keen  the  blast 

Owre  Coquet's  bonny  breast  that  blaws. 
An'  a'  the  spots  to  us  sae  dear 

Will  soon  be  mantled  ower  wi'  snaws. 
They  canna  chill  a  fisher's  glow 

Nor  mak'  the  leaf  o'  friendship  wither  ; 
Lang  be  ye  spared  to  fling  the  flee 

An'  clink  a  glass  for  luck  thegither. 

Our  lives  are  like  our  fishin'  days, 

Sae  swift  the  streams  o'  life  rin  doon. 
An'  Fortime  in  Time's  rocky  vales 

Hae  gien  us  baith  her  smile  and  froon  ; 
But  fisher-Uke  we'll  no  repine, 

Sae  cheery  yet  the  line  we'll  fling, 
For  pleasures  sleep  on  Coquetside, 

To  wake  wi'  a'  the  flowers  o'  Spring, 

Sae  like  our  days,  the  bonny  streams. 

By  weary  scaurs  aft  winds  an'  frets. 
An'  pools  sae  clear  at  glint  o'  morn 

Are  drumlie  aft  ere  gloamin'  sets  : 
Tho'  whussUn'  winds  sweep  owre  the  brae 

Still  beats  the  fisher's  heart  fu'  Strang, 
And  mony  a  hope  dashed  owre  the  linn 

Shall  rise  wi'  lav'rock  wing  to  sang. 

Lang  may  ye  bend  your  guid  auld  rod, 

And  mony  a  saumon  may  ye  kill ; 
Wi'  Ughtsome  fit  and  Ughtsome  heart 

Fu'  mony  a  creel  wi'  trouties  fill. 
Then  here's  my  hand,  auld  fishin'  friend, 

Warm  be  the  joys  at  your  fireside  ; 
A  fisher's  knot  binds  to  my  heart 

The  wishes  o'  this  Ohristmastide. 

J.  Harbottle. 


TEOUT  FISHING  ON  EAPID 
STEEAMS.* 
By  H.  C.  Cotcliffb,  F.R.C.S. 

{Continued  from  page  395.) 

CHAPTER  11  —continued. 

The  rapacity  of  the  trout  is  truly  astounding  ; 
often  a  trout's  gullet  and  stomach  will  contain  a 
fish  one-fourth  or  one-sixth  as  large  as  his  whole 
body,  and  in  large  streams,  where  the  trout  preys 
much  on  his  smaller  brethren,  we  may  conceive 
this  gorging  tendency  a  further  reason  for  their 

*  From  that  capital  little  work,  "The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams :  comprising  a 
complete  system  of  fi.shing  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London.    Price,  39,  6d.,  post  free. 


being  less  constantly  on  the  feed  than  those  trout 
are  which  we  are  more  directly  attending  to.  I 
have  often  caught  a  trout  with  the  fly  whose  gullet 
has  contained  a  fish  large  enough  apparently  to 
satisfy  his  hunger  for  a  whole  day,  and  yet  ho 
could  not  resist  the  temptation  my  artificial  fly 
afforded  him.  If  their  labour  is  constant,  their 
digestion  is  very  rapid,  and  the  whole  amount 
of  food  a  trout  would  consume  in  a  day,  if  it  could 
obtain  it,  would  be  something  enormous.  I 
should  much  Uke  to  have  an  opportunity  of  making 
an  experiment  as  to  the  amount  of  daily  con- 
sumption by  trout ;  a  general  idea  of  the  extent 
or  amount  of  their  eating  may  be  formed  by 
opening  the  stomachs  of  trout  feeding  greedily 
on  flies,  at  such  times  as  they  are  most  abundant 
on  the  water,  when  though  every  stomach  seems 
distended  with  food,  yet  all  are  busily  engaged  in 
eating  flies  as  fast  as  they  can.  Sometimes  if  we 
watch  a  number  of  trout  on  the  feed  and  where 
food  abounds,  we  may  see  that  one  wiU  refuse 
some  particular  fly  or  perhaps  several  succes- 
sively, and  yet  another  presenting  itself  within 
reach  is  swallowed  with  avidity ;  this  remark 
apjjUes  to  large  streams,  and  its  practical  appU- 
cation  to  them  is  Umited,  as  we  shall  see  by-and- 
by  that  on  the  Uttle  streams  we  do  not  work  on 
the  principle  of  temptation  by  inherent  quaUties 
of  attraction.  No  doubt  some  taste  or  appre- 
ciation of  difference  of  flies  as  food  is  possessed 
by  the  trout,  and  perhaps  a  memory  of  some 
pecuUar  fly  before  famiUar  to  him  may  induce 
him  to  take  a  similar  one  subsequently  when  able, 
but  assuredly  the  trout  is  not  guided  in  his  feed- 
ing by  judgment  of  what  is  most  delightful  to  his 
palate  ;  he  seems  rather  to  be  stimulated  to  eat 
by  the  presence  of  food,  acting  as  a  cUrect  and 
general  force,  and  excited  by  what  presents  itself, 
in  proportion  to  its  power  of  acting  on  his  habits 
and  natural  quaUties  of  rapacity  and  tyranny. 
The  desire  or  requirement  of  food  prompts  trout 
to  eat,  but  often  their  tyraimical  cUsposition  -will 
direct  them  in  their  object  of  prey.  We  may  see 
a  number  of  minnows  swimming  quietly  and 
peacefully  about  in  enjoyment  of  sportive  play, 
close  by  the  haunts  of  a  large  trout,  who  takes 
but  Uttle  notice  of  them,  on  which  accoimt  they 
are  not  afraid  of  his  presence ;  now  catch  one  of 
those  minnows  so  famiUar  to  the  eyes  of  the  trout, 
put  him  on  a  hook  and  make  him  spin  through 
the  water,  make  him  an  object  amongst  the  others 
pre-eminently  conspicuous,  and  the  large  trout 
wiW  not  brook  such  insolence  from  an  inferior — he 
will  immediately  dart  at  the  presumptuous  Uttle 
fish,  and,  if  he  can,  kiU  him.  Again  catch  one  of 
a  number  of  flies  playing  over  some  quiet  pool, 
put  him  on  a  hook  and  dap  with  him,  make  him 
more  gay  and  sportive,  more  conspicuous  and 
more  audacious  than  his  brethren,  and  the  trout 
will  select  this  inviting  one  in  preference  to  all 
others.  It  would  seem  that  the  trout  think  of 
such  an  unusually  taunting  insect,  "  Little  rascal, 
what  do  you  mean  by  insulting  me  with  such 
boldness  ?  I'll  punish  you  for  your  insolence,' 2 
and  sure  enough  poor  fooUsh  fly  speedily  pays 
the  penalty  of  his  hazardous  proceedings. 

And  thus  shall  we  see  that  the  most  conspicuous 
object  is  often  the  most  attractive,  even  with 
artificial  baits,  provided  the  trout  has  not  the 
means  of  discovering  such  proffered  bait  to  be 
unUke  what  he  naturaUy  is  accustomed  to,  or 
beUeves  what  is  presented  to  him  to  be  edible. 
(To  he  continued.) 

Messes.  A.  W.  Gamagb  (Ltd  ).  have  opened  their 
new  premises  and  Christmas  Baziar  in  Holborn,  and 
since  the  end  of  last  week  a  truly  wonderful  show  has 
been  visited  by  thousands.  The  enormous  pile  of 
buildings  in  Holborn  are  a  veritable  fairy  land  for 
youngsters  this  Chtibtmas,  for  not  only  are  there  toys 
and  gumes  galore  (and,  oh  1  what  a  lot  of  new  games 
now  compete  with  ping-pong),  but  there  are  model 
railways,  model  yachts  and  steamboats,  all  going  full 
tpeed  as  natural  as  life,  with  real  water  for  the  boats 
and  real  stations;  electric  signals,  etc.,  for  the  trains, 
for  which  a  collicion  can  be  arranged  for  those  who 
love  excitement.  "  Carnage's "  Catalogue  is  a  big 
quarto  volume,  biimful  of  pictures,  and  its  appear- 
ance in  a  household  must  be  followed  by  a  demand 
for  money,  which  paterfamilias  should  cheerfully 
fork  out  when  he  knows  that  its  destination  is 
"  Carnage's."  At  another  time  we  shall  describe  some 
of  the  departments,  especially  the  sporting  sections. 
This  week  we  can  only  give  a  hint  to  cyclists  that  a  call 
at  "  Carnage's "  and  an  interview  with  Mr.  W.  A. 
Vincent  will  lead  to  a  view  of  many  novelties  ;  won- 
deiful  machines  at  remarkably  low  prices. 
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PICTURES  OF  FISHING 
ABOUT  SIXTY  YEARS  AGO. 


JPivm  a  painting  byl 


Roach  Fishing  about  Sixty  Years  Ago   ?  on  the  Lea  or  Colne) 
(The  n.jme  of  the  landlord  of  this  old  angling  inn  is  given^as  Ben  Wicke.) 


I  HAVE  to  thank  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod 
for  putting  me  in  tho  way  of  getting 
two  interesting  old  coloured  prints 
after  paintings  by  J.  Pollard.  One 
represents  fly-fishing,  and  the  other 
roach  and  dace  or  chub  fishing 
about  sixty  years  ago.  I  should 
imagine  the  scenes  are  on  the 
Lea,  or  possibly  the  Colne.  In  one 
picture  the  signboard  on  the  inn 
says : — 

Ben  Wicks 
Licensed  Dealer 
Wines 

AND    SpIRITOUS  LIQUORS. 

and  on  a  board  near  the  top  window 
on  the  left  of  the  print : — 

Whitbread  &  Co.'s 

Entire. 

I  have  not  had  time  to  look  up 
any  of  the  angling  books  referring 
to  fishing  near  London  sixty  years 
ago,  but  I  think  it  is  probable 
tliat  some  reference  to  these  pictures 
would  be  found. 

Possibly  some  reader  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette — perhaps  Mr.  Tisloy 
— can  tell  us  where  the  inns  in  the 
pictures  were  situated. 

R.  B.  M. 


NEW  YORK  SEA  ANGLERS, 


I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  "  Pro- 
tective League  of  Salt  Water  Fisher- 
men," of  New  York,  is  flourishing. 
The  printed  report  announces  a 
large  increase  of  members.  It  now 
publishes  a  list  of  fishing  stations 
with  local  agents,  and  in  many  ways 
resembles  our  British' Sea  Anglers' 
Society.  The  obiects  of  the  American 
League'are — '\To  obtain  legislation 
looking  to  the  enactment' of' bene- 
ficial laws  for  the  protection  of  salt- 
water fish ;  the  co-operation  of 
fishermen  at  large  in  conforming  to 
and  enforcing  the  same,  and.  gener- 
ally, in  furthering  and  aiding  all 
lawful  methods,  looking  to  prompt 
action  in  all  violations  of  the  law."- 
As  regards  reports  of  sport,  I  see 
that  the  League  calls  for  "  the  truth, 
the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but 
the  truth,"  and  I  hope  it  will  get  it. 
"  Fishing  stations  and  anglers  are 
requested  to  send  notes  and  reports 
of  fish  caught  and  by  whom ;  this  is 
important,  so  as  to  compare  notes 
for  the  next  issue."       R.  B.  M. 


FOETY-FOUE  YAEDS 
CAST  WITH  A  5oz. 
FLY  EOD. 


/''rom  a  jiainling  hy] 


[J.  I'oUard, 


Fly  Fishing  about  Sixty  Years  Ago. 


I  THINK  most  of  our  readers  will 
find  the  account  of  the  American 
Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament 
given  in  Fishing  Gazette  this  week 
interesting.  For  years  past  I  have; 
advocated  the  use  of  Ught  fly  rods, 
and  tlie  correspondence  on  the  sub 
iect  this  vear  will  do  good  I  am  sure  ; 
in  fact.  I  hear  that  more  than  one 
English  manufacturer  is  ^o\n%  in  for 
fly  rods  of  4o7,.  to  6oz.  If  a  ."ioz.  rod 
in  the  hand  of  Mr.  Mansfield,  tlie 
American  champion  (I  believe  he 
was  born  in  England  by  tlie  way), 
will  cast  forty-four  yards,  why 
should  we  use  a  lOoz.  rod.  or  heavier, 
to  cast  twenty  yards  or  less,  for  it  is 
not  often  one  wants  more  than 
fifteen  yards  in  actual  fishing. 

R.  B.  M. 
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The  Old  Cottage,  'iTibbie  Shiels.' 

ST.  MARY'S  LOCH— "TIBBIE 
SHIELS"  INN,  ETC. 

"  The  SUver  Strand."— Sco«. 

"  Tibbie  Shikls  "  Inn,  on  St.  Mary's  Loch,  at 
the  head  of  the  Yarrow,  is  certainly  one  of  the 
most  famous  singling  resorts  in  the  South  of 
Scotland.  It  stands  on  the  neck  of  land  that 
separates  St.  Mary's  from  the  Loch  of  the  Lowes, 


Border,"  says  of  "  Lone  St.  Mary's 
and  Tibbie  Shiels":  "Here  more 
than  anywhere  else  in  Scotland, 
perhaps,  meet  memories  of  the  pen 
and  angle ;  for  here,  as  has  been 
said,  Christopher  North  caroused  and 
fished,  and  found  matter  for  bis 
'  Noctes.' "  Here  Hogg  wandered 
rod  in  hand,  while  he  dreamed  his 
dream  of  "  Kilmeny."  Here  also  in 
more  recent  years  have  been  many 
meetings  of  doctors  and  brothers  of 
learning,  such  as  Sharp,  G.  Bell, 
Ayton,  and  Russell  of  the  Scotsman. 

A  short  description  of  St.  Mary's  ; 
Cottage  and  its  start  as  a  fishing 
station  may  be  of  interest  to  many. 
The  first  part  of  it  was  built  by 
Lord  Napier  in  1823  for  Mrs.  Richard- 
son, she  being  left  about  that  time  a 
widow  with  a  large  family.  The  first 
building  consisted  of  the  present 
kitchen  and  two  small  bedrooms. 
A  few  years  later  the  west  room  was 
built,  and  as  Wilson  and  Hogg  by 
that  time  through  the  "  Noctes,"  etc., 
had  made  the  place  well  known,  and  larger  parties,  ! 
such  as  Russell  of  the  Scots^nan,  Tom  Stoddart, 
Ayton,  G-.  Bell,  etc.,  getting  to  know  the  place 
and  visit  it  occasionally,  she  wanted  more  bedroom 
accommodation.  The  late  Lord  Napier  and 
Ettrick  and  the  present  tenant,  Mr.  Scott,  built  a 
considerable  addition  seven  years  ago. 

Surrounded  on  all  sides  by  waters,  on  which  the 
fishing  is  free  (except  the  Meggat  and  the  Cramilt 
Burns),  the  visitor  can  either  fish  or  visit  the  places 


the  "Flower  of  Yarrow"  coach  for  St.  Mary's 
Cottage. 

As  this  article  is  not  meant  as  a  local  guide, 
visitors  should  read  up  "  Guide  to  Ettrick  and 
Yarrow,"  by  Angus  ;  "  Dr.  Russell's  Reminiscences 
of  Yarrow  "  ;  "  Byways  of  the  Scottish  Border,"  by 
Tod  Eyre  ;  and  "  Riverside  Rambles,"  by  D.  Eraser, 
Edinburgh.  Still  I  might  mention  a  few  places  of 
interest  in  passing.  Selkirk  itself  is  a  nice  town,  with 
good  golf  course,  and  monuments  to  Sir  Walter  Scott 
and  Mungo  Park.  Philiphaugh  battle-field,  where 
Leslie  defeated  Montrose,  is  two  miles  on  our  way, 
and  opposite  is  Bowhill,  a  seat  of  the  Buccleuch 
family,  and  near  is  Philiphaugh  House,  at  one 
time  the  home  of  the  outlaw  Murray  and  "  his 
merry  men  a'."  Foulshiels  Farm,  the  birthplace 
of  Mungo  Park,  the  African  traveller,  is  two  miles 
further  on,  and  opposite  is  Newark  Tower,  the  scene 
of  Scott's  '■  Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel,"  "  standing 
in  its  birken  bowers."  Yarrow  Manse  and  the  Old 
Brig  Pool  (swarming  with  trout)  are  nine  miles 
from  Selkirk,  and  at  thirteen  miles  we  halt  at  the 
Gordon  Arms,  where  most  horses  get  meal  and 
water,  and  we  get  a  refresher. 

This  hotel,  under  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beattie,  is  a  good 
fishing  station,  and  is  generally  full  up  from  Easter 
to  end  of  September.  Near  here  Sir  Walter  Scott 
and  Hogg  parted  for  the  last  time.  One  mile  from 
the  Gordon  Arms  we  cross  the  Douglas  Burn,  and 
three  miles  up  is  Blackhouse  Tower,  the  home  at 
one  time  of  the  Black  Douglas.  On  a  hill  to  the 
north  was  the  scene  of  the  Douglas  tragedy,  where 

She  held  his  steed  in  her  milk-white  band, 

And  never  shed  one  tear — 

Until  she  saw  her  seven  brethern  fa' 

And  her  father  hard  fighting,  who  loved  her  so  dear. 


Fishers'  Camp,  St.  Mary's  Loch.  St.  Mary's  Loch. 


and  has,  out  of  all  sight,  the  most  beautiful 
situation  of  any  fishing-inn  that  the  border  angler 
can  visit.  Surrounded  by  steep  green  hills,  the 
two  lochs  lie  so  sweetly — whether  bright,  under 
the  summer  heavens,  while 

Not  a  feature  of  those  hills 
•Is  in  that  mirror  slighted, 

or  more  greyly  reflecting  a  cloudy  sky,  and  rippling 
with  a  southerly  wind — that  the  weary,  wandering 
angler,  as  he  descends  on  them,  feels  as  if  at  last 
he  had  reached  the  fisher's  elysium.  "  Tibbie's, 
with  its  little  circle  of  trees  and  its  cosy  parlour, 
is  in  complete  harmony  with  the  picture — comfort 
modestly  and  fittingly  putting  in  its  claim  to  a 
corner  even  in  realms  of  fairy  beauty." 

Thus  wrote  an  angler  forty  years  ago  of  St. 
Mary's  Cottage  as  an  a  gling  resort,  and,  although 
Mrs.  Richardson,  better  known  as  '•  Tibbie  Shiels,"  * 
is  now  "  across  the  bourne,"  the  cottage  has  still 
the  old  reputation  under  the  management  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Scott,  who  are  distant  relations  of 
"  Tibbie  s." 

The  description  of  the  cottage  in  the  •'  Noctes 
Ambrosiana;  "  is  well  known — '•  'A  cosey  bield,  sirs, 
just  like  a  wren's  nest,  round,  and  a'  theked  wi' 
moss.'  "  '  Noo,'  quoth  the  shepherd,  '  that's  what 
I  ca'  poetical  eemegary  applied  to  real  life.'  ' 

Tod  Eyre,    in  his    "Byways  of   the  Scottish 

*  "  Tibbie  "  died  on  July  23, 1878,  and  was  succeeded 
by  her  son  "  WuUie  "  Richardson,  a  keen  fisher. 


of  interest  round  about.  On  the  east  he  has  St. 
Mary's  Loch  and  the  "  Dowie  Dens  o'  Yarrow." 
On  the  south,  six  miles  distant,  the  Ettrick"*  with 
its  tributaries,  the  Tima  and  Rankleburn,  with 
Ciearburn,  and  several  small  lochs,  on  the  south  of 
the  Ettrick.  On  the  west  the  Loch  of  the  Lowes, 
the  monument  to  .Tames  Hogg  (the  "  Ettrick 
Shepherd  ").  the  Little  Yarrow,  and  Loch  Skene,  in 
which  spler;did  baskets  are  got  on  a  suitable  day. 
On  the  north,  Meggat  (preserved)  and  its  burns 
(free),t  Kirkstead  and  Douglas  Burns,  in  all  of 
which  one  may  get  good  fishing.  St.  Mary's  is  an 
early  loch,  and  fishes  well  in  April  and  May  if 
decent  wcUher. 

A  friend  and  I  had  arranged  to  spend  a  three 
weeks'  holiday  in  Scotland,  and  remembering  the 
evening  when  as  a  lad  thirty  years  ago  I  visited 
the  place  for  the  first  time  along  with  my  father, 
we  resolved  to  revisit  the  old  cottage  at  St.  Mary's 
and  there  spend  our  holiday.  My  friend  un- 
fortunately could  not  join  me,  so  I  started 
on  my  own  hook.  Travelling  by  the  Midland 
and  North  British  I  reached  Selkirk  by  7  a.m., 
and   had   time   for  breakfast  before  f-tarting  in 

•  Fishers  are  well  cared  for  by  Mr  and  Mrs.  Smith, 
Tushilaw  Inn,  fix  miles  from  St.  Mary's  Loch. 

t  Rodono  Hotel  stands  half-a-mile  from  Meggat 
Burn,  and  weekly  tickets  can  be  bad  from  Mr. 
DonaldBon,  who  has  greatly  improved  the  hotel  since 
he  acquired  it.  A  fair  day's  fishing  in  Meggat  would 
be  from  81b.  to  121b. 


"  0  hold  your  hand.  Lord  William,"  she  said, 
"  For  your  strokes  are  wonderous  sair. 
True  lovers  I  can  get  mony  a  ane. 
But  a  father  I  can  never  get  mair." 

Blackhouse  Farm  was  farmed  by  the  Laidlaws, 
who  gave  Hogg  a  start  as  a  young  man,  and  here 
he  first  heaird  of  Bums  and  Tarn  O'Shanter,  and  in 
latter  days  many  a  good  salmon-  did  he  leister  in 
the  same  bum. 

At  Blackhouse  Scott  used  to  visit  Willie  Laidlaw, 
and  in  company  of  Laidlaw  he  first  saw  "  Lone  St. 
Mary's "  from  near  Dryhope  Tower,  and  here, 
report  says,  he  first  heard  the   ballad  of  old 
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IMaitland.  We  reached  St.  Mary's  Cottage  by  12 
noon,  where  I  had  secured  bed,  boat,  and  boatman, 
and  I  also  found  another  "  brother  of  the  angle  " 
who  had  visited  St.  Mary's  pretty  regularly  for 
thirty-five  years,  and  knows  it  and  the  surrounding 
country  well. 

I  had  fair  sport  during  the  three  weeks  I  spent  at 
the  hotel,  killing  two  hundred  and  twelve  trout, 
one  sea-trout,  and  three  pike,  weighing  Siilh. 
Nearly  all  the  trout  Were  got  with  fly,  only  using 
minnow  in  rowing  home.  Waters  very  low.  The 
flies  I  used  were  Teal  and  Red,  Teal  and  Green, 
Coch-y-Bondbu,  Zulu,  and  a  small  Greenwell. 

One  Sunday  I  walked  up  Meggat  to  see  the  ruins 
of  Cramilt  and  Henderland  Towers.   What  a  change 
at  Cramilt  from  the  times  when  King  James  V. 
came  with  five  or  six  thousand  followers,  and  in 
one  day  slew  eight  score  of   deer.  Henderland 
Tower  can  hardly  be  recognised.     Here,  local 
tradition  says,  the  king  hanged  Cockburn  over  his 
own  gate.   The  dhu  lin  and  the  stone,  where  his 
wife  fled  to,  and  sat  on  a  rock  during  the  operation, 
are  well  worth  seeing.    Part  of  her  lament  was  :  — 
"  But  think  na  ye  my  heart  was  sair, 
When  I  laid  the  moul'  on  his  yellow  hair ; 
O  think  na  je  my  heart  was  wae 
When  I  turned  about,  away  to  gae." 

More  anglers  turning  up  we  generally  after 
dinner  gathered  round  the  fire,  and  instead  of 
having  "  Tales   Round  the   Lamp "  had  stories 


placed  there  to  provide  them  with  a  food  supply, 
which  is  sent  down  to  them  daily  by  letting  a 
stronger  current  of  water  through  the  plant  pond  ; 
this  carries  with  it  a  large  quantity  of  minute  food 
into  the  fry  pond  below,  "  where  it  is  taken  in  out 
of  the  wet." 

Mr.  Harold  Jackson,  who  is  the  owner  of  this 
fishery,  and  also  of  the  Oakenclough  Papei-  Mills, 
has  for  many  years  been  an  enthusiastic  fisherman, 
and  his  great  aim  in  establishing  this  fishery  has 
been  to  rear  healthy,  well-developed  and  "  sport- 
ing "  fish  ;  and  it  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that 
before  the  condemnatory  evidence  against  the  sole 
use  of  horse  beef  was  given  before  the  Royal 
Commission*  this  fishery  would  not  allow  more 
than  10  per  cent,  of  horse  beef  to  be  used  in  their 
fish  food  ;  and  it  is  to  this  careful  choice  and 
admixture  of  artificial  and  natural  food  that  they 
attribute  their  success.  One  point  which  deserves 
notice  is  that  all  fish  receive  two  feeds  per  day  of 
dried  flies,  and  it  is  a  sight  to  remember,  seeing 
the  fish  rise  when  a  handful  of  these  are  scattered 
with  the  wind  over  any  of  the  reservoirs,  and  all 
sizes  of  fish  come  eagerly  for  these  tasty  morsels. 

To  those  who  have  read  Louis  Rhead's  book, 
"  The  Speckled  Brook  Trout,"  it  may  not  be  sur- 
prising to  learn  that  the  Fontinalis  receives  more 
favourable  consideration  here  than  is  usually 
accorded  to  it,  and  for  the  following  reasons  : — 
It  is.  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  the  best  of  all 


The  Oakenclodgh' FisiiKKV — Somk  of  the  Poxds. 


round  the  peat  fire  until  warned  l)y  "Tibbie's" 
old  clock  it  was  time  to  retire. 

I  returned  home  by  Moflat,  well  pleased  with 
my  holiday,  and  happy  to  have  met  so  many  old 
friends  round  "Lone  St.  Mary's."  The  kindness 
and  attention  shown  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott  will 
not  be  forgotten  in  a  hurry.  Angler. 


THE  O.iKENGLOUGH  FISHERY. 


The  Oakenclough  Fishery,  Garstang,  Lan- 
cashii-e,  although  hatching  and  rearing  trout  experi- 
mentally for  several  years  past,  have  not  until  the 
present  season  reared  any  for  demand  outside  their 
own  requirements.  This  fishery  is  worked  in  con- 
nection with  the  Oakenclough  Paper  Mills,  and 
has  extensive  reservoirs  and  ponds  covering  about 
eight  acres,  which  are  supplied  from  three  springs, 
and  it  possesses  every  facility  foi'  rearing  trout 
under  the  most  natural  and  favourable  conditions. 
The  fry  ponds  have  been  carefully  planned,  and 
have  been  built  on  slojjing  ground,  so  that  there  is  i 
plenty  of  fall  between  each  pond  for  the  water-  to 
get  thoroughly  aerated  ;  between  each  fry  pond  ' 
there  is  a  plant  pond,  into  which  the  fry  are  not  I 
allowed  to  enter  ;  these  ponds  are  filled  with  many  ! 
varieties  of  water  plants,  specially  selected  for 
being  the  most  suitable  for  propagating  that  minute 
aquatic  life  which  is  so  necessary  for  the  fry;  If 
the  fry  were  allowed  to  enter  these  plant  ])ond8 
they  would  soon  destroy  the  parent  stock,  which  is 


the  trout  species  when  cooked ;  it  is  a  game  fish 
and  a  fairly  free  riser,  and  he  thinks  a  fish  with 
these  qualities  should  not  be  entirely  disregarded, 
because  it  is  by  perhaps  5  per  cent,  more  a 
cannibal  than  the  other  species,  and  this  can  often 
be  prevented  where  the  waters  to  be  stocked  can 
be  so  arranged  that  the  fish  in  them  are  kept  fairly 
equal  in  size. 

The  Rainbow  has  also  received  careful  attention, 
because,  as  Mr.  Jackson  contends,  no  fish  of  the 
species  will  give  one  such  a  run  for  his  weight, 
and  for  those  who  do  not  eat  the  fish  they  catch  it 
is  quite  the  best  variety  for  enclosed  water  and 
still-running  rivers,  where  it  can  be  fenced  in. 

Some  little  time  ago  a  correspondent  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  drew  the  attention  of  fishermen  to 
the  idea  that  brown  trout  for  stocking  lakes  ought 
to  be  from  lake  parent  fish  ;  and  for  stocking 
streams  and  brooks  from  brook  parent  fish. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  if  brown  trout  from 
lake  parents  are  turned  into  some  of  our  more  rapid 
streams  they  are  very  hkely  to  go  down,  seeking 
by  inherited  instinct,  the  still  water  which  they 
desire.  On  the  othei-  hand,  if  the  parent  fish  are 
brook  fish,  which  for  generations  have  been  used  to 
facing  the  current,  there  is  much  greater  proba- 
bility of  their  oft'spring  maintaining  their  position 
when  put  int )  a  rapid  stream,  and  eventually 
providing  sport  for  those  who  paid  for  them. 

*  See  evidence  given  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Fielding,  F.L.S., 
before  tho  Royal  Salmon  Commission. 


NEW  SALMON  FLIES. 
By  W.  Baden-Powell.  K.C. 

Although  for  lots  of  reasons,  other  than  for 
kilhng  sahnon  reasons,  I  should  be  sorry  to  see  our 
available  artillery  for  bombarding  salmon  reduced 
to  five  flies,  I  must  say  I  was  greatly  taken  with 
some  new  flies  which  Mr.  W.  Baden-Powell,  K.C., 
called  to  show  me  the  other  day  ;  also  a  very  capital 
new  fly- box  for  wet  and  dry  flies.  In  the  Field  for 
Nov.  1.5  there  was  an  illustrated  description  of  the 
new  flies  and  an  account  of  Mr.  Baden-Powell's 
object  in  inventing  them,  also  full  description  of  the 
dressings.  T  give  an  extract  from  the  article  by 
permission  of  the  editor  of  the  Field,  who  has  also 
kindly  lent  me  the  very  interesting  illustration 
showing  how  a  salmon  fly  looks  to  a  salmon  under 
or  near  it,  and  what  folly  it  is  to  suppose  they 
notice  whether  a  fly  has  a  bit  of  Simla  Parrot  in  the 
wing  or  Macaw,  or  whether  the  strip  of  Turkey  is 
black  or  brown.  But  I  must  refer  salmon  anglers 
to  the  Field  of  Nov.  15,  and  advise  them  to  cut  out 
and  keep  p.  847,  if  they  do  not  file  that  king  of 
spoi'ting  papers,  which  was  never  so  popular  and 
powerful  as  at  present.  R.  B.  Makston. 

"  Of  all  the  branches  of  sport  I  have  had  the 
privilege  of  enjoying  in  the  wide  world — yacht 
racing,  shooting  in  India,  hunting,  deer  stalking, 
game  shooting,  dry  fly  fronting,  and  many  other 
forms — there  is  nothing  to  my  mind  so  grand  and 
so  evergreen  as  salmon  fishing  with  the  fly,  and  yet 
there  is  no  sport  in  which  the  final  connection 
between  man  and  success  is  less  certainly  under- 
stood or  commonly  accepted  than  is  the  sparking 
point  in  salmon  fishing — the  fly,  or  the  vanity  of 
man,  an  unsettled  brain,  or  a  high  faculty  of  fiction  ; 
anyway,  an  admission  that  human  science  has  not 
finally  penetrated  the  mysterious  nature  of  the 
salmon.  It  is  even  said  that  salmon  themselves 
can  be  educated  to  hook  on,  but,  if  so,  it  must  take 
time,  and  the  poor  thing  would  be  a  brown  fish  by 
that  time,  and  no  sportsman  cares  to  kill  a  very 
brown  fish. 

"It  is  not  my  intention  in  the  following  remarks 
to  meddle  in  any  way  with  the  beautiful  and  vast 
collection  of  marine  biology  called  '  standard " 
salmon  flies,  nor  to  pull  to  pieces  the  pet  local  con- 
coctions of  the  river  gilUes  ;  let  them  all  be  enjoyed 
by  their-  slaves.  My  intention  is  to  describe  an 
exactly  opposite  plan,  which  I  think  will  be  apprf- 
ciated  and  found  quite  eft'ective  by  that  large  body 
of  salmon  fishers  who  fish  as  guests,  as  short  time 
renters,  or  as  ticket  holders  ;  in  short,  migratory 
fishermen  who  cannot  spare  the  time,  the  brain 
exhaustion,  or  often  the  money  to  fully  follow  out 
the  scientific  use  of  the  200  pattern  system.  Long 
ago  I  kicked  against  that  vast  accumulation,  but. 
of  course,  I  started  a  httle  one  on  my  own.  To  any 
expert  angler,  whatever  his  own  system  of  fishing 
may  be,  I,  with  all  deference,  would  say.  before  you 
decide  pro  or  con  on  the  plant  I  am  about  to 
explain,  give  it  a  level  good  trial ;  tie  the  flies  and 
go  out  in  company  with  another  expert  rod  who  mil 
fairly  work  the  scheme  of  scientific  selections  from 
the  hundreds  of  patterns  recommended  from  time 
to  time,  who  will  use  one  fly  to  rouse  a  fish,  and 
change  to  another  to  kill,  or,  perhaps,  even  stop  and 
tie  by  the  river  a  special  fly  to  kill,  while  you  merely 
shift  once  or  so  for  size. 

"  The  old  standard  patterns  kill  well  even  yet, 
and  will  do  so.  and  there  is  no  reliable  evidence  that 
great  novelties  have  displaced  them,  but  that  they 
need  not  be  slavishly  copied  in  all  detail  is  commonly 
proved. 

"  Without  adhering  to  minute  particulars  of  wing 
construction  in  colouring,  which  nine  times  out  of 
ten  fish  cannot  possibly  see,  he  being  right  under 
the  fly  {see  illustration,  middle  position),  I  grouped 
the  ordinary  and  the  extraordinary  patterns  as  to 
general  colour  and  their  probable  effect  in  water  ae 
they  would  be  seen  by  the  fish.  In  this  way  I 
finally  arrived  at  four  pretty  distinct  groups  and 
one  large  indefinite  lot.  Then  I  set  about  to  design 
a  single  fly  to  fairly  command  each  group,  namely,  a 
dark  heavy  fly.  mainly  black,  blue  and  gold  ;  a  dark 
wavy  fly,  mainly  black  and  silver  and  scarlet ;  a 
bright  showy  red  and  gold  stiff'  fly  ;  a  light  blue  and 
silver  cirrnamon  ;  and,  finally,  a  light  fly,  distinctly 
yellow,  red,  and  black,  a  combination  I  had  found 
successful  on  many  occasions  in  bright  sun  and 
shallow  or  low  water.  Whether  such  reduction  of 
patterns  is  scientifically  correct  I  care  not ;  I  find 
my  kills  on  various  and  very  <£iffei;Qpt  rivevs  have 
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not  fallen  off.  I  rather  think  they  have  increased, 
but  who  can  gauge  salmon  kills  season  by  season? 
Xobody  can.  One  result  I  do  know  is  the  comfort 
of  having  few  and  definite  weapons  to  use. 

••  There  are  about  300  different  published  patterns 
of  salmon  flies  and  quite  another  hundred  local 
killers.  Mr.  Kelson's  great  book,  '  The  Salmon 
Fly,'  gives  some  244  distinct  patterns.  Major  Tre- 
heme,  in  the  Badminton  Library,  gives  a  careful 
selection  of  useful  patterns,  fourteen  in  number, 
im"  Colour,  that  is.  in  a  general  way,  is  no  doubt 

portant  in  certain  colourings  of  the  water  caused 
by  peat,  road  washing,  and  many  other  things,  but 
in  any  river  large  enough  to  maintain  such  title 
the  colour  of  the  water  is  susceptible  of  considerable 
changes  ;  therefore  so  also  as  to  the  fly  colouring 
to  be  used  thereon.  The  surroundings  of  the  pools 
on  most  rivers  differ  immensely — red  cliffs  and 
rocks  here,  green  trees  and  slate-coloured  rocks,  and, 
on  the  same  beat,  some  pools  open,  vnth  grey 
shingle  and  green  banks.  The  contention  of  some 
men  goes  as  far  as  suggesting,  even  maintaining, 
that  a  river  subject  to  all  these  changes  of  shore 
colour  and  water  mixture  definitely  demands  one 
particular  colour  in  preference  to  others.  Size  is 
the  main  thing  after  general  colour  has  been  decided 
for  the  particular  circumstances.  My  box  for  a 
day's  work,  carried  in  the  breast  pocket,  holds 
sixty-four  flies,  that  is,  five  patterns,  four  sizes  of 
each,  and  three  copies  of  each  size,  that  is,  sixty  flies, 
with  space  for  an  occasional  trial  bogie,  said  to  be 
the  ne  pi ii^  ultra.    In  my  tackle  case  I  often  carry, 


success  than  with  my  own  ;  therefore,  my  old  regula- 
tion stock  is'allowed'to  die  out.  Many  regulation 
flies  will  cut  up  nicely  when  away  from  home,  and 
will  redress  as  one  or  other  of  the  patterns  I  give  ; 
others  are  given  to  the  kclts  when  it  is  evident  that 
few  or  no  spring  fish  are  about,  for  I  like  to  flog  all 
day  and  chance  it  for  a  fresh  fish,  yet  one  begrudges 
beautiful  specimens  for  such  rough  work  as  kelts 
give  them. 

"  The  fashion  is  to  call  each  salmon  fly  by  some 
name,  just  as  is  a  ship  or  boat,  no  matter  whether 
such  name  resembles  a  fly,  a  man,  a  trade,  a  rank, 
or  even  a  king,  so,  in  honour  of  the  most  reliable 
bit  of  male  creation  with  which  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  being  associated  in  connection  wdth 
water,  I  name  my  first  fly  the  Blue  Jacket,  blue  and 
silver,  a  light,  go-anjrwhere  fly.  I  have  killed  with 
it  on  all  sorts  of  rivers  ;  indeed,  if  I  were  forced  to 
reduce  to  two  flies.  Blue  Jacket  would  be  one  of 
them.  With  the  slight  variation  of  jungle  cock 
instead  of  blue  jay  at  sides,  it  plays  the  devil  in 
almost  any  water,  bright  or  heavy.  The  next 
leveller  is  mainly  red  and  gold,  the  helpmate  of  the 
aforesaid  handy  man  ;  this  is  the  Red  Marine. 
But  for  heavier  work  and  longer  range  we  need 
artillery,  so  my  No.  3,  still  sticking  to  the  ship,  is 
the  Blue  Marine  (Marine  Artillery),  mainly  dark 
blue  and  gold  in  his  uniform.  Then  we  come  to  the 
black  and  silver  division,  a  large  lot,  mostly  de- 
faulters, having  no  particular  character,  useful  for 
doing  drudgery  in  any  place  in  any  weather,  always 
logged  on  board  ship  as  in  the  Black  List.  Finally, 
there  remains  the  yellow  fly  for  sulky, 
sickly  fish  impounded  in  low  water  pools 
or  tropical  sun  ;  this  is  Quarantine,  the 
yellow  flag," 
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How  Salmon  see  Flies. 

but  seldom  use,  several  old  hairy  things  and  curios 
to  work  off  the  fancies  of  gillies  who  may,  on  strange 
waters,  mar  your  sport  by  not  disclosing  the  catches 
if  you  do  not  pander  to  their  fancy.  But  once  you 
know  the  river  or  beat  go  '  pooh-bah,'  and  stand  by 
to  have  to  give  your  own  concoction  as  a  pattern, 
to  be  unearthed  to  some  future  fishing  guest  as  the 
thing  for  the  river. 

"  The  salmon  fly,  as  I  have  hinted,  is  to  my  mind 
merely  a  personal  invention  founded  more  or  less  on 
tradition  and  some  success.  The  way  to  see  the 
hollowness  of  the  multifly  system  is  to  paint  water- 
colour  drawings  of  as  many  marked  patterns  as 
your  patience  will  permit  and  time  allow.  Draw 
them  to  one  size,  say,  l|in.,  hooks,  each  on  a 
separate  card,  then  place  these  on  a  clear  table  or 
the  floor,  shift  about  till  you  have  grouped  general 
leading  colour  and  tinsel  in  fleets.  They  will  group 
as  before  described.  Can  you  not  get  some  five 
patterns  of  new  conglomerations  to  cover  the 
lot  as  far  as  fish  are  likely  to  know  it?  It  has  been 
ray  endeavour  to  rig  up  four  flies  to  command  these 
four  groups,  and  to  make  them  possibly  simpler, 
less  work  to  tie,  less  variety  of  material  to  carry 
about,  and  yet  to  have  each  a  fly  not  too  grossly 
different  from  the  flies  which  salmon  have  always 
taken,  and  l)eyond  these  one  bright  yellow-black 
'  curio  '  for  sulky  fish  in  low  water  or  in  bright  sun. 
I  have  now  had  several  seasons  of  using  these 
flies  and  modifying  them  into  simplicity,  and  I  have 
had  some  very  good  sport  with  them.  I  have 
usually  carried  some  of  my  old  stock  of  standard 
patterns,  and,  when  failing  with  the  new  ones  over 
a  fish,  I  have  tried  the  regulars,  and  even  the  river 
keeper's  local  pet«,  but  usually  with^no  better 


By  AizFred  Mackeill. 

I  HAVE  spent  many  happy  days  on  the 
Thames  fishing,  but  one  special  day  I  shall 
not  forget.  I  made  it  a  holiday  to  fish 
the  last  two  days  of  the  fishing  season — 
to  spend  March  13  and  14  with  my  old 
fisherman  George  Hone  on  the  last  day, 
March  14,  1882.  A  lovely  day,  almost  like 
summer,  warm  and  balmy.  The  drive  to 
Walton  from  my  home  on  Kingston  Hill 
was  simply  charming.  I  found  old  George 
at  8  a.m.  ready  with  the  punt. 

"  Good  morning,  sir,"  old  George's  usual 
salute.  "  Got  plenty  of  bait  and  ground 
bait,  sir  ?  " 

"  Well,  George,  I  never  forget  the 
needful,"  was  my  reply. 

"  Now  what  are  we  going  to  fish  for  ?  " 
"  '  Brim,'  sir,  certainly,  look  at  the  water,  a 
bootiful  colour  ;  the  weather  Uke  summer.  If  you 
don't  have  a  go  in  to-day,  I  knows  nothing  about 
fishing  ;  but  if  you  have  the  bait  and  plenty  of 
ground  bait  — and  I  am  sure  you  have,  for  you 
never  comes  without  it." 

"  Well,  George,  where  is  our  swim  to  be  ?  " 
"  In  the  deeps,  sir,  of  course." 
Now  I  must  explain  that  the  Walton  Deeps  was  a 
very  favourite  place  for  the  bream.  The  Thames 
flowed  down  from  Walton  Bridge  until  it  struck  a 
piece  of  land  about  thirty  yards  above  the  deeps,  a 
promontory  which  threw  the  water  away  to  the 
opposite  shore,  leaving  the  deeps  a  beautiful  eddy 
twelve  feet  deep  at  the  lowest  part,  delving  down  to 
twenty  feet.  Here  the  bream  and  carp  lay,  and 
under  the  bank  which  the  water  had  scooped  out 
was  the  "  Home  of  the  great  old  carp." 

Well,  we  punted  up  to  our  swim,  the  punt  was 
fixed,  and  I  fixed  up  my  two  rods. 
"  What  is  it  to  be,  George  '!  " 
"  Ledgering,  of  course,  sir.    Very  fine  tackle  ;  you 
know,  without  my  telUng  you." 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  fished  with  a  14oz.  rod 
with  a  running  Une  about  as  thick  as  cotton,  but 
made  of  the  best  plaited  silk,  and  a  3^-inch  winch. 
I  had  with  me  about  a  thousand  lobs,  a  few 
special  large  brandlings,  and  a  bag  of  ground  bait 
made  up  of  bread-crusts  and  brans.  Well,  old 
George  baited  the  swim,  and  we  waited,  like  Job, 
patiently. 

"  Now,  George,  are  you  ready  ?  "  Over  go 
the  ledgers.  The  old  man  was  fixing"" up.  the 
second  rod  for  his  own  fishing,  and  1  looking  at  his 
handiwork,  and  then — "knock,  knock,"  a  turn  of 


the  'wrist,  "  No  striking,  please,"  and  a'  fine  bream 
of;41b.  was' hooked,  and  after  five  minutes'  play  was 
safelyi  landed.  Now,  I  have  had  anglers  with  me 
who  say  that  bream  give  no  sport.  I  know  that 
bream  in  the  Norfolk  Broads  are  very  lethargic, 
but  a  bream  in  the  Thames,  with  the  stream 
running'two  miles  an  hour,  gives  very  good  sport, 
especially  if  you  are  fishing  with  very  fine  gut 
tackle. 

We  fished  until  1  p.-m.  "  Seven  good'  fish, 
sir." 

"  Shall  we  look  in  the  box  and  see  what  we  have 
for  dinner  ?  "  I  must  say  here  that  I  always  had 
a  box  with  me  for  refreshment. 
"^ "  Yes,  George,  nothing  can  be  better." 
^  This  was  thoroughly  discussed.  As  I  have  already 
stated,  it  was  like  a  summer  day.  We  both  had  a 
smoke  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  it.  Both  rods  were 
Ijdng  over  the  punt,  one  went  "  bob,  bob."  I  said  : 
"  Old  man,  they  are  on  again"  ;  and  they  were — 
another  pretty  bream  about  31b.,  and  then  another, 
and  another.  I  then  had  a  pretty  fish  on.  I  said : 
"  I  have  a  specimen  here  "  ;  and  so  I  had.  After 
about  five  minutes'  playing,  I  had  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  bream  I  had  ever  seen.  It  weighed  S^lb.- 
I  said:  "Now,  old  man,  I  don't  care  if  I  do  not 
catch  another  fish  to-day.  This  is  a  specimen  for 
me.    Old  George  said  in  reply : 

"  I  shouldn't  be  surprised,  sir-,  if  you  got  hold  of 
one  of  them  old  carp.  It's  just  the  day  for  'em.- 
On  Jan.  31  I  caught  a  very  pretty  carp  out  of  the 
same  swim  which  weighed  6^1b. ;  this  I  had  set  up, 
and  I  was  veiy  pleased  with  it." 

The  bream  went  off  the  feed,  and  I  sat  waiting.- 
Old  George  fell  off  into  a  sound  sleep  with  the  rod 
fii-mly  clasped  in  his  hand.  I  often  amused  myself 
under  similar  circumstances  by  tapping  the  end  of 
his  rod,  causing  him  to  jump  up  with  an  exclama- 
tion, "  Oh,  what  a  tug  I  had  and  missed  by  .'- 

I  was  in  the  veiy  act  of  doing  this  when  I  had  a  tug 
which  nearly  di-ew  the  rod  out  of  my  hand.  The 
jerk  awoke  old  George. 

"  What's  the  matter,  sir  ?  '-' 

"  I  have  a  big  fish  on,  George, '■- 

"  It's  a  great  trout,  sir.". 

"  No,  nothing  of  the  kind,"  I'said.  "  It's  a  great 
carp." 

I  must  say  I  was  fishing  for  bream  with  a  14oz. 
rod,  a  running  line  of  plaited  silk  about  the  thickness 
of  cotton,  a  fine  gut  ledger  trace,  and  a  No.  5  round 
bend  hook  mounted  on  very  fine  gut.  Old  George 
had  baited  the  hook  with  one  of  the  largest 
brandlings  I  ever  saw,  quite  five  inches  long. 
Out  went  the  line,  forty  yards  at  least  right,  into 
the  river,  which  was  running  about  two  miles  an 
hour.  By  a  twist  of  the  rod  I  turned  the  fish 
out  again,  right  away  again,  then  straight  into  the 
hole  under  the  bushes.  Now  came  the  struggle. 
I  had  to  fairly  lie  down  in  the  bottom  of  the  punt  to 
keep  the  top  of  the  rod  level  with  the  water.  This 
was  a  very  anxious  time — I  had  to  hold  the  winch  in 
my  hand,  and  let  out  six  inches  at  a  time  with  a  strain 
on  the  winch.  The  fish  was  fairly  under  the  boughs. 
I  then  had  to  hold  on  and  trust  to  the  tackle.  The 
little  rod  bent  hke  the  letter  U  ;  it  was  a  fair  case 
of  "  Pull  devil,  pull  baker."  I  must  here  remark 
this  was  the  last  day  of  the  fishing  season,  and  the 
occupants  of  several  pimts  paid  me  a  visit  to  see  the 
performance.  The  tackle  stood  the  strain  with  the 
assistance  of  the  rod.  I  gave  a  little  turn  of  the 
wrist  and  the  fish  turned  for  the  other  side  of  the 
river.  So  I  let  him  go,  and  felt  sure  I  should,  if 
careful,  succeed.  Back  he  came  for  the  punt,  went 
right  under,  and  I  had  to  he  down  and  put  my  rod 
nearly  two  feet  into  the  water,  twist  it  round  the 
end  of  the  punt  to  clear,  then  out  again  into  the 
middle  of  the  river,  back  again  for  the  ryepeck. 
Now  I  thought  it  was  all  U  P.  Old  George  put  out 
his  landing-net.  I  did  not  use  profane  language, 
but  I  told  him  in  pure  English  to  keep  away.  This 
duel  lasted  for  fifty-five  minutes.  I  managed  by 
playing  the  fish  on  the  winch  to  fairly  kill  it, 
and  it  floated  on  the  top  lifeless.  Old  George  placed 
the  landing-net  in  the  water  and  I  drew  the  great 
carp  over  with  the  line  humming  Uke  a  harp-string. 
After  showing  the  spectators  the  carp,  which  old 
George  held  up  by  the  gills,  and  receiving  an 
ovation  from  the  assembled  anglers,  the  carp  was 
dropped  into  the  well  of  the  pimt.  I  tried  to  fish 
again,  but  it  was  useless,  my  arm  shook  like  a 
man  suffering  from  palsy.  We  started  for  home. 
On  the  bank,  just  in  front  of  the  Swan  Hotel, 
we  found  a  crowd  waiting  to  see  the  "Great 
Thames  Carp,"  which  weighed  twelve-and-a-half 
pounds. 
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THE  OLD  "MAY  FLY  MESS"  AT  WINCHESTER. 


A  FEW  weeks  ago  I  called  at  Messrs.  Williams,  in 
Great  Queen-street,  to  see  a  wonderful  case  of 
fislung  rods  made  for  the  1851  Exhibition  ;  it  was 


every  May  Fly  season.  I  thought  it  would  interest 
many  fly  fishers  who  know,  or  knew,  the  anglers 
included  in  the  group,  so  I  obtained  permission  to 


one  of  the  old-fashioned  long-barrel  multipliers, 
which  he  had  probably  used  for  half  a  century. 
Mr.  Stacey  has  kindly  promised  to  .send  me  a  few 
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particulars  about  the  last  meetings  of  the  Mess 
when  Mr.  Francis  Francis  was  alive,  and  I  shall  be 
glad  of  notes  from  other  members  .still  living. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


not  th(^n  at  Great  Queen-street,  but  J  caught  sight  |  repioduce  it  from  Mr.  Ryder,  of  Winchester,  who 
of  a  faded  photograph  of  members  of  the  old  ''  May  (  tells  me  it  was  taken  in  1876.  The  late  Mr.  Francis 
Fly  Mess,"  Itchen  anglers  who  u.sed  to  dine  together  j  Francis  has  evidently  got  that  famous  fourteen-foot 
at  their  headquarters,  the  Rftyal  Hotel,  Winchester,  |  fly  rod  which  he  was  ."o  fond  of ;  Mr.  Ledger-  has 
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SAN  FRANCISCO  FLY  AND  BAIT  CASTING  TOURNAMENT,  AUG.  8  AND  9,  1902. 


This  tournament,  under  the~a\ispices  of  the  San 
Francisco  Fly  Casting  Club  there,  took  place  on  Aug. 
8  and  9.  1902.  on  the  banks  of  picturesque  Stow 


Lake,  in  Oolden  Gate  Park,  San  Francisco.    Mr.  I 
Walter  D.  Mansfield,  the  president  of  the  club,  very 
kindly  sent  me  an  account  of  the  tournament  from 


the  local  paper.  It  will  be  seen  that  as  an  outcome 
of  the  tournament  an  organisation,  called  "  The 
American  Fly  Casters'  Association,"  was  formed. 


with  Mr.  Mansfield  for  president.  I^think  he  holds 
the  world's  record  for  single-hand  fly-casting.  With 
a  five-ounce  rod  and  braided  silk  line  he  made  a 


magnificently  straight  cast  of  132  feet,  only  one  foot 
less  than  his  previous  record  of  133  feet,  made  with 
heavy  casting  rod.     Mr.  Mansfield  says  that  he 


hopes  the  [formation  of  the  new  organisation  "  will 
eventually  lead  to  an  International  League,"  and 
I  hope  so  also,   and  I  would  give  something  to 


"I 


(1)  VV.  D.  Mansfield  making  long-distance  record.  (2)  Mansueld  (back  cast).  (3)  H.  G.  Hascall  (forward)  distance.  (4)  Hascall  (back  cast).  (5)  John 
VVaddell  (forward  cast).  (6)  Waddell  (back  cast).  (7)  F.  N.  Peet  (long  distance).  (8)  T.  W.  Brotherton  (long  distance).  (9)  H.  C.  Qolcher  (forward  cast) 
'listance.  (10)  J.  B.  Kenniff  (forward  cast)  distance.  (11)  Hascall  (delicacy  event).  (12)  C.  R.  Kenniff,  lure-casting  champion.  (13)  Mansfield  lure-casting. 
'  14)  W.  T.  Church  lure-casting.    (15)  Peet  lure-casting.     {Thege  illustrations  are  reproduced  by  the  courtesy  of  the  American  Field.) 
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see  him  cast  44  yards  again  with  a  five-ounce 
rod. 

In  the  Fishing  Gazelle  for  July  26,  1902,  p.  67, 
J  gave  the  rules  governing  the  tournament,  and  I 
hoped  to  have  given  the  record  also,  but  had  to 
«ait  for  the  illustrations,  which  the  editor  of  the 
American  Field  has  now  kindly  lent  me. 


(From  the  San  Francisco  Call,  Aug.  9,  1902.) 

President  Walter  D.  Mansfield,  J.  B.  Kenniff, 
and  C.  R.  KennifF,  of  San  Francisco  Fly-casting 
Club,  were  the  heroes  of  the  open-to-the-world 
championship  fly-casting  tournament  on  Aug.  8  at 
Stow  Lake.  Golden  Gate  Park.  ' 

Mr.  Mansfield  cleverly  defended  his  title  as  cham- 
pion long-distance  caster  by  winning  that  event. 
Foi-  the  first  time  in  California  light  rods,  those 
weighing  not  to  exceed  5oz.,  were  used.  The  winner 
succeeded  in  getting  out  129|ft.  of  line.  The  former 
record  of  95ft.  was  made  by  Reuben  C.  Leonard  in 
Central  Park,  New  York,  in  1888.  Ten  out  of  the 
twelve  contestants  on  Aug.  8  made  better  casts  than 
this.  Mr.  Mansfield  was  not  in  his  best  form,  as  he 
has  devoted  all  his  leisure  time  recently  arranging 
the  details  of  the  tournament,  much  of  the  work 
devolving  upon  him  as  president  of  the  club. 

His  record  cast  was  fairly  made.  By  a  strange 
coincidence  his  line  fell  along  the  thin  measuring 
board,  and  remained  there  long  enough  for  the 
judges  to  note  the  fraction  of  an  inch. 

Mr.  Mansfield  was  closely  pressed  by  H.  C.  Golcher. 
The  latter  made  a  cast  of  127  Jft.  He  had  some 
trouble  witli  his  line,  which  did  not  work  to  suit  him. 
T.  W.  Brotherton  was  third,  with  a  cast  of  116ft. 
Ed.  Everett  was  fourth,  with  113ft.  The  three 
Chicago  men  were  next  in  order.  H.  G.  Hascall  made 
112ft.,  F.  N.  Peet  Ulft.,  and  John  Waddell  101ft. 

J.  B.  Kennift'  discarded  his  heavy  line  in  order 
not  to  strain  his  rod.  The  fight  line  would  not  per- 
,  form  its  duty,  and  Mr.  Kennift'  fell  far  below  his 
standard  in  this  event.  He  performed  brilliantly 
in  the  accuracy  contest,  which  he  won,  scoring  96.4 
per  cent.  His  nearest  competitor  was  F.  N.  Peet, 
of  Chicago,  who  scored  94.8  per  cent.  T.  W. 
Brotherton  was  third,  with  94.  Mr.  Kenniff  and  his 
brother  used  a  10|^ft.  Kosmic  rod  weighing  8ioz. 

The  spectacular  event  of  the  day  was  the  lure 
casting.  In  this  the  competitors  cast  a  half-ounce 
solid  rubber  frog  at  five  buoys,  six  inches  in  diameter. 
These  were  anchored  in  a  line  respectively  60,  70, 
80,  90.  and  100  feet  from  the  edge  of  the  casting  plat- 
form. This  is  a  new  event  on  this  coast,  and  it  was 
thought  the  Chicago  men,  who  are  experts  at  it, 
would  surely  carry  off  the  honours. 

C.  R.  Kenniff,  of  the  San  Francisco  Club,  proved 
his  mettle  by  just  beating  out  the  Eastern  crack, 
H.  G.  Hascall.  The  victor  scored  97  9-15  per  cent, 
to  97  5-15  for  his  nearest  competitor.  Messrs. 
Church  and  Peet,  of  Chicago,  finished  third  and 
fourth.  If  a  frog  was  dropped  within  one  foot  of 
a  buoy  the  cast  was  considered  perfect.  In  many 
instances  the  buoys  were  hit. 

The  officials  were :  Judges.  Charles  Klein,  T.  C. 
Kierulff,  and  R.  R.  FUnt ;  clerk,  H.  A.  Brown. 
The  official  scores  follow  : 


Dis- 

Lure 

Name. 

tance. 
Feet. 

Accuracy. 
Per  cent. 

Casting. 
Per  cent. 

F. 

H.  Reed        .  .     .  . 

89 

32-36 

T. 

W.  Brotherton 

116 

94 

93  12-15 

H. 

94 

91 

24-36 

82  3-15 

C. 

K.  Kenniff     .  .     .  . 

98 

91 

8-36 

97  9-15 

J. 

B.  Kenniff     .  .     .  . 

97 

96 

4-36 

94  4-15 

F. 

E.  Daverko.sen 

81 

32-36 

C. 

G.  Yoimg 

91 

20-36 

H. 

E.  Skinner 

95 

88 

16-36 

F. 

N.  Peet         ..  .. 

111 

94 

8-36 

95  5-15 

P. 

J.  Tormey 
VV.  E.  Brooks     .  . 

80 

28-36 

94  11-15 

l)r 

90 

91 

28-36 

VV. 

1).  Mansfield 

129i 

92 

32-36 

94  8-15 

C. 

Huyck   

93 

24-36 

H. 

G.  Hascall 

1 12 

93 

32-36 

97  5-15 

G. 

C.  Edwards   .  . 

87 

20-36 

91  8-15 

F. 

M.  Haight 

89 

12-36 

J. 

S.  Turner 

89 

16-36 

E. 

A.  Mocker 

92 

12-36 

J. 

Waddell  

101 

92 

82  13-15 

Ed.  Everett 

113 

92 

12-36 

H. 

G.  Golcher 

127 

92 

85  8-15 

W. 

F.  Church 

96  2-15 

In  the  team  contest  the  Eastern  pair — Peet  and 
llasc^all-  hav(!  won  the;  two  events  already  decided. 
They  scored  93.28  percent,  in  accuracy  to  93.18  2)cr 


cent,  made  by  Messrs.  Mansfield  and  Brotherton. 
In  the  lure  casting  they  scored  97  15-30  to  94  7-30 
made  by  the  Californians. 

The  most  sportsmanlike  spirit  pievailed  through- 
out the  day.  Every  good  cast  of  the  Eastern  men 
was  applauded,  and  had  they  lowered  the  colours 
of  the  Californians  there  would  have  been  no  one  to 
begrudge  them  their  victory.  Every  point  of  van- 
tage about  the  lake  was  occupied  by  interested 
spectators. 

The  tournament  will  be  concluded  to-day  (Aug. 
9,  1902).  This  morning  at  ten  o'clock  the  delicacy 
and  accuracy  event  will  be  called.  At  1.30  in  the 
afternoon  the  long  distance  casting  with  heavy  rod 
will  be  decided.  This  is  the  event  in  which  the 
Californians  excel.  The  i)resent  world's  record  of 
133ft.,  held  by  President  Mansfield,  will  surely  be 
broken.  On  the  showing  made  on  Aug.  8  the 
honours  in  this  event  seem  to  lie  between  Messrs. 
Mansfield,  J.  B.  Kenniff,  and  Golcher. 


(From  the  San  Francisco  Call,  Aug.  10,  1902.) 

Walter  1).  Mansfield  retains  his  title  as  champion 
long-distance  fly  caster  of  the  world.  Under  un- 
favourable conditions  he  defended  the  title  success- 
fully on  Aug.  9  in  the  championship  tournament  at 
Stow  Lake,  Golden  Gate  Paik. 

The  wind,  which  plays  so  prominent  a  part  in  the 
casting,  was  gusty  and  unfavourable.  Tin's  reduced 
the  distance  noticeably.  Mr.  Mansfield's  wimiing 
cast  was  132ft.  Had  the  conditions  been  favourable 
this  would  have  been  increased  by  from  lOft.  to  20ft. 
All  the  competitors  suffered  from  the  adverse  con- 
ditions. Many  times  they  had  out  a  lot  of  line. 
Instead  of  straightening  out  it  dropped  flat  and 
limp  in  the  water. 

J.  B.  Kenniff  was  especially  unfortunate.  He 
had  out  a  great  length  of  line,  but  it  did  not  stretch 
out  properly.  Kennitt's  style  was  remarkably 
powerful,  and  stamps  him  as  the  coming  champion. 
Kennift'  finished  second  on  Aug.  9  with  131ft. 
H.  C.  Golcher  was  third  with  130ft..  F.  N.  Peet,  of 
Chicago,  fourth  with  123ft.  :  T.  W.  Brotherton 
fifth,  120ft.  ;  and  W.  G.  Hascall,  of  Chicago,  sixth, 
with  118Jft. 

Mr.  Mansfield  just  missed  beating  his  record  cast 
of  133ft.  in  the  open  competition.  He  was  more 
successful  in  the  team  contest,  as  he  sent  out  134ft. 
of  line,  establishing  a  new  world's  record.  It  was 
late  in  the  afternoon  when  this  competition  was 
reached,  and  there  were  few  spectators  present.  A 
sfight  drizzle  had  set  in,  making  the  conditions 
anything  but  favourable. 

Mr.  Hascall.  the  diminutive  Chicago  man,  dis- 
tinguished himself  in  this  event.  He  scored  127ft., 
the  greatest  he  has  ever  cast.  This  cast  won  for 
the  Chicago  team  the  trophy  oft'ered  for  the  team 
competition.  The  score  was  399.5  points  for 
Chicago  and  398  24-60  for  San  Francisco. 
-  Mr.  Mansfield  also  won  the  delicacy  and  accuracy 
event  by  a  safe  margin,  making  the  remarkable 
score  of  92.4  per  cent.  This  is  the  event  which 
appeals  to  anglers,  as  it  more  nearly  approaches 
actual  trout  fishing  than  any  of  the  tournament 
events.  The  cast  is  done  at  three  6in.  buoys, 
placed  35,  40,  and  45  feet  from  the  platform.  Mr. 
Mansfield  scored  93.10  in  accuracy  and  90.10  in 
delicacy.  This  gave  him  his  net  percentage  of  92.4. 
F.  H.  Reed  was  second  with  89.5  per  cent.  F.  N. 
Peet,  the  Chicago  man,  was  third  by  a  fraction  of  a 
per  cent.  He  scored  89.4.  Colonel  George  C. 
Edwards  was  fourth  with  87.8.  and  H.  C.  Hascall, 
of  Chicago,  fifth  with  87.3.  The  team  contest  in 
this  event  was  won  by  the  Chicago  men  by  1-24  of 
1  per  cent.    The  victors'  percentage  was  85  18-24, 


while  the  San  Francisco  men  made  85  17-24.  The 
officials  were  : 

Judges.  T.  ('.  Kierulff.  R.  R.  FUnt,  W.  F.  (.'hun^h. 
-V.  S.  Carman,  .1.  S.  Turner  ;  clerk,  H.  A.  Brown. 

The  official  scores  follow  : 


N  A  M  K. 

Distance. 

Accuracy. 
Per  cent. 

Delicacy 

08  V 
it  U 

SI 

rj..   nattii             .  . 

.  104 

92 

.  10 

80 

.10 

8() 

.  10 

iJi.  v\ .  hj.  orooks 

•  113.1 

87 

.6 

76 

.8 

82 

.  1 

1 .  v\ .  rSrotuei  ton 

.  120 

iM) 

8 

80 

.10 

85 

.  9 

K.  K,  Oilverkosen 

.  Ill 

~ 

G.  C.  Edwards 

.  109 

94 

8 

82 

.6 

88 

.  7 

Ed.  Everett 

.  115 

90 

2 

77 

.6 

83 

Id 

.  130 

90 

77 

.6 

,1 

F.  M.  Haight    .  . 

90 

6 

70 

80 

.3 

H.  G.  Hascall    .  .  . 

'.•  118i 

89 

6 

85 

87 

3 

94 

C.  R.  Kemiiff    .  .  . 

.  118 

90 

4 

79 

2 

84 

9 

J.  B.  Kenniff    .  .  . 

.'  131 

91 

4 

80 

10 

86 

1 

W.  D.  Mansfield 

.  132 

93 

10 

90 

10 

92 

4 

E.  A.  Mocker     .  . 

.  106 

92 

10 

76 

8 

84 

9 

H.  F.  MuUer      .  .  . 

.  110 

91 

2 

77 

6 

84 

4 

F.  N.  Poet         .  .  . 

.  123 

92 

86 

8 

89 

4 

F.  H.  Reed       .  .  . 

93 

85 

10 

89 

5 

H.  E.  Skinner   .  . 

82 

10 

70 

76 

5 

J.  Waddell        .  .  . 

.  112 

92 

77 

(> 

84 

9 

C.  G.  Young 

89 

2 

80 

84 

7 

A.  Vogelsang 

!  113 

Note— Percentages  are  computed  in  twelfth.?. 


Form  Big  Oroanlsation. 

The  tournament  was  brought  to  a  fitting  close 
last  night  with  a  banquet  at  the  California 
Hotel. 

The  opportunity  was  embraced  to  form  a  national 
organisation,  to  be  knowi  as  the  "  American  Fly- 
casters'  Association."  The  following  officers  weic 
elected :  President,  Walter  D.  Mansfield ;  vice- 
president,  John  Waddell ;  secretary,  Alex.  T. 
Vogelsang  ;  treasurer,  F.  N.  Peet ;  directors,  H.  G. 
Hascall,  W.  G.  Church,  Colonel  E.  C.  Fox,  C.  B. 
Kelsey,  C.  S.  Wheeler,  and  C.  G.  Young  ;  committee 
on  laws,  P.  J.  Tormey,  H.  G.  HascaU,  F.  N.  Peet. 
C.  B.  Kelsey,  John  Waddell,  and  the  Rev.  C.  A. 
Lippincott,  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Judge  John  Hunt  was  toast-master,  and  was  in 
his  happiest  mood.  During  the  evening  a  congratu- 
latory telegram  was  received  from  John  P.  Babcock, 
Commissioner  of  Fisheries  of  British  Columbia.  It 
was  received  with  the  greatest .  enthusiasm,  being 
greeted  with  repeated  cheers. 

Among  those  present  at  the  banquet  were  :  E.  T. 
Allen,  H.  Battu,  John  H.  Benri,  A.  M.  Blade, 
William  F.  Bogart,  Dr.  W.  E.  Brooks,  T.  W.  Brother- 
ton,  Dr.  C.  J.  Burnham,  John  Butler,  J.  0.  Codman, 
A.  S.  Carman,  W.  A.  Cooper,  F.  Daverkosen, 
Colonel  George  C.  Edwards,  Edward  Everett,  A.  B. 
Finch,  George  H.  Foulks,  H.  C.  Golcher,  C.  B. 
Gould,  F.  M.  Haight,  S.  L.  Heller,  E.  H.  Horton, 
Charles  Huyck,  Judge  John  Hunt,  Dr.  C.  W. 
Hibbard.  R.  Isenbruck,  Charles  H.  Kewell,  C.  R. 
Kenniff,  J.  B.  Kenniff,  W.  J.  L.  Kierulff,  T.  C. 
Kierulff,  H.  M.  Landsberger,  F.  W.  Lees,  W.  D. 
Mansfield.  W.  A.  L.  Miller,  E.  A.  Mocker,  H.  F. 
Muller.  F.  H.  Reed,  W.  W.  Richards,  Achille  Roos, 
Samuel  Rosenheim,  John  F.  Siebe,  H.  E.  Skinner, 
P.  J.  Tormey.  John  S.  Turner,  A.  T.  Vogelsang,  Dr. 
C.  von  Hoffman,  George  Walker,  C.  M.  Walker, 
James  Watt,  Frank  H.  Mayer,  C.  G.  Young,  and 
John  X.  Dewitt. 


TEAM  CONTEST. 


CUNTEISTANT. 

Distance. 

Accuracy. 
Per  cent 

Acc.  °/» 

Delicacy. 
Del.-/. 

Net  °k 

1  Iiure  Casting, 
t     Per  cent. 

Chicago  club — 

7-15 

F.  N.  Peet   

118 

92 

12-36 

92 

6-12 

82  6-12 

87  6-12 

97 

H.  G.  Hascall       ..  .. 

127 

95 

8-36 

92 

2-12 

75  10-12 

84 

97 

8-15 

Team  Percentage 

245 

93 

28-36 

85  18-24 

97 

15-30 

399.5 

San  Francisco  Club — 

W.  D.  Mansfield  .  .     .  . 

134 

93 

20-36 

92 

2-12 

85  10-12 

89 

95 

1-15 

T.  W.  Brotherton 

116 

93 

16-36 

87 

4-12 

77  6-12 

82  5-12 

93 

6-15 

Team  Percentage 

250 

93 

18-36 

85  17-24 

94 

7-30 

398  24-60 
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FLY  FISHING  ON  WINDERMERE. 

The  following  extracts  are  from  an  article  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  July  19  on  "  Windermere  and 
its  Trout  and  Qiar  Fishing." 

"  AMien  stormy  winds 
Were  working  the  broad  bosom  of  the  lake 
Into  a  thousand  thousand  sparkhng  waves, 
Rocking  the  trees,  or  drawing  cloud  on  cloud 
Along  the  sharp  edge  of  yon  lofty  crags," 

— Wordsiuorth's  "  Dalesman." 

"  The  weather  conditions  were  almost  those  of 
-rt-inter  the  whole  time  I  fished  in  May  ;  snow  on  the 
mountains,  with  snow  and  sleet  in  the  day,  and  a 
constant  north  or  north-east  cold  wind,  so  it  was  [ 
no  wonder  the  trout  would  not  come  out  of  the 
deeper  water  on  to  the  shallows  which  exist  round  j 
the  lake,  extending  out  from  two  or  three  to  twenty 
or  forty  yards  or  more  in  places.    The  usual  plan  in 
fly  fishing  is  to  drift  quietly  along  in  the  deep  water 
and  cast  in  towards  the  shore,  two  and  sometimes  j 
three  anglers  fishing  in  this  ■way.    But  there  are 
miles  of  water  which  you  can  fish',  by  wading,  and  j 
^vith  'a  good  breeze  wading  in  this  way  along  the  ; 
shores  of  such  a  lovely  and  diversified  lake  as  ' 


"  In  a  good  breeze  on  a  dull  day  the  fly  will  kill 
all  through  the  season,  and  from  the  little  I  saw  of 
it  I  think  the  dry  fiy  fisherman  would  find  work  to 
do  even  on  dead  calm  evenings  when  the  trout  are 
searching  the  surface  for  flies.    The  fishing  is  free, 
and  the  five  shilling  Conservancy  licence  for  the 
season  covers  also  the  rivers  Kent,  Bela,  Winster, 
Leven,  and  Duddon,  except  of  course  where  those 
waters  are  private.    The  charge  for  boats  is  very  ; 
reasonable,  and  in  view  of  the  seventy  feet  average  ' 
depth  and  the  fact  that  sudden  storms  from  the  | 
mountains  are  not  uncommon,  I  advise  the  angler  I 
to  get  a  good  steady  boat,  not  easily  swamped  or  : 
upset.    Accommodation  at  the  hotels  and  lodging- 
houses  can  be  had  to  suit  the  requirements  of  all." 

R.  B.  Marston. 


THE  "  HARDY-MARSTON  "  BUILT 
CANE  FLY  ROD. 

Some  years  ago  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros,  made  a  rod  I 
for  me  of  built  cane,  the  idea  being  to  copy  somewhat  | 
the  CastleconneU  action,  and  I  found  it  answer  ' 
admirably  with  a  rather  heavy  reel  line.    But  of 


we  have  had  about  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  this 
year,  correspondence  which  has  been  reproduced 
in  American  angling  papers.  In  my  opinion  there 
can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that,  as  a  rule,  we  err  on 
the  side  of  having  our  rods  too  heavj'  ;  but  we  must 
take  care  that  w(!  do  not  go  to  the  other  extreme 
and  have  them  too  light.  I  should  be  very  sorry 
indeed  to  say  that  the  Americans  arc  wrong  in  using 
rods  of  3^oz.  or  4o/.. ;  if  such  rods  suit  their  style  of 
fishing  they  would  manifestly  be  wrong  to  use 
heavier.  But  for  our  trout  fishing  with  the  fly,  and 
especially  with  the  dry  fly,  on  small  rivers  where  the 
fish  run  large,  I  am  quite  certain  heavier  rods  than 
the  Americans  use  are  required.  It  would  be  very 
easy  for  Messrs.  Hardy  to  reduce  the  weight  of  the 
rod  which  is  illustrated  here  by  two  or  three  ounces 
without  reducing  its  power  in  the  least,  simply  by 
reducing  the  weight  of  the  grip  and  reel  fittings  : 
but  I  am  not  sure  that  it  would  be  wise  to  do  so,  as 
it  is  not  the  weight  in  the  hand,  but  the  leverage  of 
the  swing  of  the  rod  which  tells  on  the  wrist.  By 
reducing  the  weight  at  and  lielow  the  grip  there 
must  be  a  loss  of  the  advantage  of  balance,  and  more 
strain  on  the  wrist  to  overcome  the  weight  of  the  rod 
above  it.  I  think  this  point  is  often  forgotten  when 
English    and   American   fly-rods    are  compared. 


Fi.y  Fishing  on  Windermere — A  Wintry  Day  in  May,  1902. 
(Photo  of  the  Editor  of  the  Fishiny  GazMe  fishing  near  Christmas  Pudding  Rocl<,  talcen  and  enlarged  by  E.  W.  .Marston.) 


Windermere  is  very  fascinating  work.  You  have 
to  look  where  you  are  going,  as  the  bottom  is 
covered  with  stones  and  boulders,  and  in  places 
shelves  off  very  rapidly  into  deep  water.  I  only 
kept  two  trout,  and  only  caught  a  dozen  or  so  the 
whole  time  I  fished,  but  I  am  quite  certain  that 
under  more  favourable  weather  conditions  I  could 
have  killed  ten  or  a  dozen  pounds  of  good  trout 
wading  and  fishing  along  the  shore  in  this  way. 

"I  opened  one  of  the  trout  I  caught  off  Lilly 
Island,  and  found  its  stomach  full  of  the  fresh-water 
limpet  (Ancyhis  lacustris).  Then  Windermere  has 
a  fine  stock  of  May  Fly,  and  doubtless  of  other 
water  flies.  One  Sunday  evening  the  surface  of  the 
lake  was  covered  with  a  light-coloured  midge,  of 
which,  however,  only  the  char  seemed  to  take  any 
notice. 

"  As  far  as  natural  food  supply  goes  there  can  be 
no  fear  of  overstocking  Windermere  with  trout, 
especially  as  pike  abound  in  the  lake. 

"  It  seems  to  me  that  what  is  wanted  is  that 
anglers  should'givo.Mr.  Gatey  and  the  English  Lake 
District  Angling  Association  more  support. 


late  years  I  have  discarded  the  heavy  tapered  reel 
line,  as  I  found  it  was  very  trying  to  the  rod  and  very 
trying  to  the  wrist,  and  with  these  grave  disadvan- 
tages possessing  no  advantage  over  a  much  finer 
line — certainly  not  over  a  really  good  "  Acme  " 
(I  have  had  some  which  were  per  fect  and  others  very 
much  the  reverse). 

I  have  had  an  illustration  made  of  a  new  rod  built 
to  my  order  by  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers  with  which 
I  am  entirely  satisfied.  It  is  ten  feet  in  length, 
under  nine  ounces  in  weight,  and  the  workmanship 
throughout  is  superb.  The  only  thing  I  would  alter 
about  it  is  to  extend  the  cork  grip  for  an  inch  so 
that  the  pressure  on  the  end  of  the  thumb,  where  it 
touches  the  rod,  will  always  come  on  the  cork  and 
not  on  the  metal  cap  at  the  end  of  the  cork.  I  got 
Messrs.  Hardy  to  put  a  bit  of  cork  below  the  reel 
fittings  as  it  means  another  yard  or  two  in  a  long 
cast  if  you  can  grip  the  rod  at  the  very  end  of  the 
butt. 

Having  some  years  ago  advocated  lighter  lines 
and  lighter  rods  for  fly-fishing,  dry  or  wet,  I  have 
been  very  much  interested  in  all  the  correspondence 


From  all  I  have  seen  and  read  of  American  fly- 
casting  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  one 
thing,  and  that  is  that  they  use  far  more  force  in 
casting  than  we  do  ;  with  their  very  light  rods  they 
use  a  heavy  line  and  put  great  force  into  the  forward 
and  backward  cast.  A  glance  at  the  illustrations  I 
give  this  week,  from  photographs  of  the  San  Fian- 
cisco  casting  tournament,  will  indicate  what  I  mean, 
though  it  would  not  be  fair  to  say  it  is  a  sample  of 
the  ordinary  method  of  fly-casting  for  trout  in 
America — it  is  casting  for  records.  To  give  another 
illustration,  it  requires  more  force  to  throw  a  Uglit 
ball  fifty  yards  than  a  heavy  one  nearly  twice  the 
distance. 

There  can.  I  think,  be  no  question  as  to  which  rod 
an  English  dry-fly  angler  would  elect  to  keep  for  use 
after  a  fair  trial  of  both,  namely,  an  English  8oz. 
lOft.  or  an  American  4oz.  10ft.  For  plain  casting 
on  a  calm  day  from  a  boat  or  from  a  bank  with  a 
slight  breeze,  the  Ughter  rod  would  answer  well 
enough,  but  match  the  4oz.  rod  against  the  8oz. 
when  fishing  where  it  is  necessary  to  cast  against  the 
wind  or  across  it,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  which 
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would  fill  the  creel  soonest. Nor  can  there  be  any 
question  which  would  give  the  angler  most  power 
over  his  fish  when  hooked.  The  more  powerful  rod 
would  do  the  work  in  half  the  time — and  time  is  all 
important  when  the  rise  is  on.  I  have  seen 
American  anglers  and  read  the  writings  of  others 
who  praised  their  spUt-cane  rods  as  being  something 
wonderful  because  they  could  make  the  end  of  the 
top  joint  touch  the  butt  without  breaking  the  rod. 
It  is  wonderful,  not  that  the  cane  should  do  it,  but 
that  anyone  should  select  such  an  india-rubber-like 
instrument  to  fish  with. 

Some  twenty  years  ago  Messrs.  Mills  &  Co..  of 
New  York  (the  agents  for  Mr.  Leonard),  the  great 
spHt-cane  rod  makers,  sent  me  a  splendid  rod  which 
has  often  been  referred  to  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  by 
the  "  Amateur  Angler,"  who  has  used  nothing  else 
for  many  years,  and  it  is  still  as  good  as  ever,  and 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  no  better  rod  for  its 
weight  and  length  has  ever  l)een  made  that  I  have 
seen.  The  "  A.  A."  is  the  most  fearless  Hy-caster  I 
ever  met ;  if  there  is  a  rising  fish  within  reach  of  his 
fly,  no  considerations  of  trees,  banks,  or  grass  behind, 
or  barbed  wire  between,  prevents  his  attempting  to 
drop  his  fly  so  that  it  will  come  over  that  fish's  nose. 
Scores  of  times  have  I  or  "  The  Professor  "  called 
"  Look  out !  "  there's  a  thorn  bush  behind  or  a 
bough  overhead,  but  it  seems  to  be  unheeded  by  the 
"  A.  A."  Out  goes  the  line  as  yard  after  yard  is 
pulled  off  the  reel. 

^  "  You  touched  the  bough  that  time." 

^'  "  Blow  the  bough  "  is  all  the  notice  taken  of  our 

caution. 

"  Ah  !  caught  at  last,"  and  then  the  "A,  A." 
turns  round  and  calmly  says.  "  Fancy  putting  a 
tree  in  a  place  like  that  !  I  should  have  had  him 
next  cast."  To  hint  that  he  has  risked  breaking  his 
beloved  rod,  merely  elicits  a  "  Pooh  !  it  has  had 


"  We  send  yon  also  the  old  butt  for  you  to  try  it 
first  with  one  butt  and  then  the  other,  and  think 
you  will  agree  with  us  in  saying  that  the  new  butt 
is  a  vast  improvement. 

"  The  rod  with  the  new  butt  complete  with 
spear  weighs  lO^oz.,  so  that  it  is  as  near  as 
possible  loz.  to  the  foot ;  as  however  it  is  not  usual 
to  weigh  rods  with  the  spear  we  will  take  away 
the  spear  and  button,  when  it  weighs  9oz.  2Jdwt. 
Centre  of  gravity,  27Hin.  from  outside  button. 
Pace  or  number  of  vibrations,  102  per  minute  of 
60  seconds.  Rod  with  original  butt  62,554  com- 
plete, lOoz.  7idwt. ;  without  spear  or  button, 
9o/..  24dwt.  Centre  of  gravity,  26 /^in.  from 
outside  button.  Pace  or  number  of  vibrations,  106 
per  minute. 

"  You  will  notice  that  although  the  handle  is 
longer  and  larger  in  places  we  have  been  able  to 
keep  the  weight  slightly  below  that  of  the  old  butt. 
You  will  also  notice  that  the  rod  is  now  about 
four  per  cent,  slower  in  its  vibration.  If  you  will 
try  the  one  butt  against  the  other  it  will 
doubtless  surprise  jou  that  a  matter  of  four  per 
cent,  should  make  so  great  a  difference  in  the  feel, 
and  it  will  serve  to  illustrate  to  you  how  difficult 
it  is  and  on  what  fine  lines  we  must  work  to 
produce  rods  to  pattern. 

"The  number  of  vibrations  of  the  '  Halford 
Priceless  '  rod  is  only  92,  which  is  a  fair  rate,  and 
you  will  judge  from  that  the  extra  stiffness  of  your 
rod. 

"  This  rod,  we  hope,  is  now  absolutely  as  perfect 
a  dry-fly  rod  as  you  may  handle,  and  in  the  design 
of  the  handle  itself  undoubtedly  '  special.' 
Taking  into  consideration  the  material  from 
which  the  rod  is  made,  the  st;yle  of  the  handle, 
and  the  other  parts,  we  think  there  is  some  credit 
due  to  both  parties  —  that  is,  yourself  and  our 


presence  of  himdreds  of  spectators,  burned  the 
water  and  speared  a  fish  or  two,  not  doing  very 
much  harm,  perhaps,  but  absolutely  setting  the 
law  at  defiance.  It  is  not  surprising  to  hear  that 
the  chief  constable  has  made  an  application  for 
additional  police.  In  his  report  he  puts  the 
number  of  tlie  persons  who  assembled  on  the  banks 
of  the  river  at  500,  and,  as  many  of  them  were  armed 
with  spears,  there  is  no  doubt  that  had  the  bailiffs 
attempted  to  stop  the  operations  of  the  Rebeccaites, 
as  they  are  still  called,  there  would  have  been 
bloodshed.  The  ten  available  policemen  were,  of 
course,  quite  inadequate  to  cope  with  this  anarchy, 
and  wo  presume  the  authorities  will  not  hesitate  to 
sanction  an  increase  of  the  force.  There  is  grim 
humour  in  the  fact  that  the  expenses  of  the  loO 
additional  police  asked  for  would,  according  to  rule 
and  precedent,  be  charged  on  the  householders  <>t 
Rhayader.  That  respectable  people  should  appa- 
rently sympathise  with  "  Rebecca  and  her  maidens," 
as  the  poachers  are  sometimes  termed,  is,  perhaps, 
surprising  to  tho.se  unacquainted  with  this  part  of 
the  country.  The  excuse  given  is  that  at  present  no 
salmon  are  seen  at  this  portion  of  the  river  until 
after  the  open  season  has  come  to  an  end,  and  that 
the  people  of  the  district  feel  themselves  entitled 
to  a  certain  number  of  fish.  We  need  hardly  say 
that  this  is,  to  say  the  least,  a  short-sighted  policy, 
for  if  the  people  of  Rhayader  and  other  parts  of  the 
Wye  were  to  loyally  support  the  Board  of  Con- 
servators in  the  efforts  they  are  making  to  restore 
the  river,  there  seems  good  reason  to  believe  that 
there  would,  in  course  of  a  few  years,  be  abundance 
of  salmon  even  in  the  higher  reaches. — The  Field. 


The  New 


;_Hardy-Marston  "  Fly  Rod,  Built  of 
(Length,  ten  feet ;  weight,  under  9oz.) 


Palakona"  Cane, 


many  a  worse  tug  than  that,"  and  I  veritably 
believe  he  is  right  in  thinking  that  it  can't  break. 
I  don't  think  it  weighs  six  ounces  and  is  ten  feet  in 
length,  and  suits  the  "  A.  A."  admirably ;  and  I  have 
seen  him  wield  it  from  9  a.m.  to  9  p.m.  without 
feeling  the  least  wrist  ache.  He  can  cast  as  far  with 
it  as  I  can,  and  yet  with  my  own  rod,  the  same 
length  but  three  ounces  heavier,  I  can  get  out  at 
least  another  three  yards.  I  hope  to  have  another 
match  with  him  next  trout  fishing  season,  and  with 
Messrs.  Hardy's  new  rod — which  is  a  "  Daisy,"  as 
our  American  friends  say. 

I  forgot  to  mention  that  this  new  rod  is  made  of 
a  new  kind  of  cane — "  Palakona,"  Mr.  John  J. 
Hardy  calls  it.  He  says,  and  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  find  a  better  judge,  "  I  think  a  rod  of  the 
weight  of  this  '  Hardy-Marston '  is  sufficiently 
light  for  anything,  and  at  the  same  time  you  may 
safely  tackle  a  ten-pound  salmon  on  it,  and  you 
may  take  my  word  for  it  that  the  '  Palakona  '  cane 
of  which  it  is  made,  and  with  which  I  have  been 
experimenting  with  for  many  months,  i.«  the  stiffest 
and  strongest  material  that  I  have  ever  handled. 
Yon  have  the  first  word  to  say  in  reference  to  it." 

I  say  that  Mr.  Hardy  has  certainly  made  a  superb 
rod  with  it,  and  has  carried  out  my  suggestions  to 
perfection.  R.  B.  Marston. 


With  the  rod  Messrs.  Hardy  sent  me  this  letter, 
which  1  think  will  be  read  with  interest : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston,— We  send  you  the  93,576 
10ft.  4in.  'Hardy-Marston'  rod;  we  believe  jou 
will  find  it  a  vast  improvement,  whether  yon  use  it 
single  or  double-handed.  In  fact  it  is  now  what  we 
call  a  perfect  dry-fly  rod.  In  its  last  form  it  was 
undoubtedly  too  stiff,  and  very  much  too  severe  on 
the  wrist.  You  will  now  find  it  quite  stiff'  enough, 
and  in  consequence  of  the  alteration  to  the  handle, 
whereby  the  hand  is  further  forward,  it  is  distinctly 
easier  and  very  much  pleasanter  to  work  with. 


firm  for  the  production  of  what  is  undoubtedly  a 
very  first-rate  dry-fly  rod  of  a  new  type  ;  possibly 
not  so  light  a  rod  as  some  of  your  correspondents 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  would  prefer,  but  as  light 
and  handy  a  tool  as  the  average  Englishman  would 
care  to  face  a  wind  with,  or  deal  with  heavy  fish 
in  a  weedy  river,  or,  indeed,  to  cast  a  fly  with 
precision. 

"  We  may  add  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in 
producing  much  lighter  rods,  and  that  we  are 
making  them  down  to  5^oz.  In  our  opinion  rods 
of  this  weight  are  not  approved  by  anglers  gener- 
ally, and  while  we  are  making  and  will  stock 
them  as  a  special  class,  we  have  no  intention  of 
altering  the  weight  of  our  usual  patterns,  which 
are  so  largely  used  and  approved. — Yours  very 
truly,  "  Hardy  Bros. 

"  P.S. — The  deflections  with  loz.  and  2oz.  we  have 
not  given  you,  but  the  deflection,  of  course,  is  a 
little  greater  with  the  new  butt  than  with  the  old." 


ANARCHY  ON  THE  WELSH  WYE. 


A  STATE  of  affairs  which  might  be  paradoxically 
described  as  both  extraordinary  and  ordinary 
exists  at  the  present  time  on  the  Wye.  The 
Rebecca  men  have  broken  out  again,  and  it  is 
reported  that  Rhayader  is  simply  a  nest  of  deter- 
mined salmon  poachers.  At  the  close  of  the  season 
the  Wye  Board  engaged  a  number  of  Reservists 
to  assist  in  salmon  preservation,  but  the  house- 
holders in  Rhaysider  had  such  dread  of  incurring 
the  enmity  of  the  poachers  that  they  feared  to 
house  any  of  the  extra  watchers,  who  had  to  get 
lodgings  at  Builth  Wells.  The  destroyers  of  spawn- 
ing salmon  are  in  such  strong  force  that  the  bailiffs 
are  quite  unable  to  cope  with  them  at  night.  One 
evening  tlie  old  game  was  revived  ;  about  fifty  men, 
disguised  in  shawls,  boimets,  and  with  blackened 
faces,  marched  down  to  the  river,  and,  in  the 


WYRESDALB  ANGLERS. 

This  was  the  title  adopted  by  the  new  angling 
association  formed  on  Saturday  at  the  instance  of 
Captain  Ormrod,  of  the  Wyresdale 
Fishery,  at  a  meeting  of  anglers 
representing  various  associations 
in  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Leeds, 
Bu-kenhead,  Wigan,  and  other 
towns.  At  the  invitation  of  Cap- 
tain Ormrod  about  thirty  gentle- 
men visited  the  various  waters 
which  he  proposed  to  preserve  for 
the  benefit  of  the  association,  and 
had  a  delightful  day.  The  spots 
visited  included  the  river  Wyre 
(famous  for  its  sea  trout),  of  which 
the  Captain  owns  about  six  miles  ; 
Scorton  Cut  (5J  acres),  at  present 
the  home  of  numbers  of  sturd>' 
male  rainbows,  just  handled  ;  the 
Wyresdale  Lake  (20  acres),  con- 
taining brown  and  rainbow  trout 
and  perch  ;  the  Nickey  Nook  reservoir  (9  acres), 
etc.  The  total  acreage  of  waters  at  present 
available  is  about  forty,  but  Mr.  Henry  is  in 
treaty  for  others,  principally  with  a  view  to 
catering  for  members  addicted  to  coarse  fishing. 
After  a  bracing  walk  of  three  hours  the  party  were 
entertained  at  Wyresdale  Park,  when  the  business 
of  the  day  was  transacted.  Captain  Ormrod  gave 
some  details  of  his  scheme,  which,  roughly,  pro- 
posed that  if  125  gentlemen  would  join  the  club  at 
five  guineas  each  per  annum,  he  would  guarantee 
good  fishing — the  finest  of  its  class  in  England.  He 
also  proposed  to  place  at  their  disposal  the  house 
knowTi  as  Springfield,  for  which  he  had  been  getting 
£70  a  year,  and  he  suggested  that  those  who  in- 
tended to  use  it  should  become  responsible  to  him 
for  that  amount.  In  return  he  would  make  certain 
alterations,  furnish  the  bedrooms,  and  place  in  it  a 
\-aluable  collection  of  stuffed  fish.  He  might  pro- 
tect himself  and  the  estate  by  rules,  but  he  did  not 
propose  to  do  so  :  he  trusted  them  as  gentlemen 
and  sportsmen  to  do  no  more  damage  than  could 
possibly  be  avoided.  In  the  course  of  subsequent 
discussion  various  suggestions  were  made,  and  it 
was  resoh'ed  to  form  an  association.  Captain  Ormrod 
being  unanimously  appointed  president.  It  was 
felt  that  it  was  somewhat  premature  to  embark  upon 
the  club-house  proposal,  but  at  a  meeting  of  the 
coimnittee  Mr.  Henry  (who  was  appointed  secretary) 
suggested  that  he  should  live  in  the  house  and  pro- 
vide for  the  entertainment  of  members.  All  the 
gentlemen  present  were  em-oUed,  and  pledged  them- 
selves to  do  their  best  to  obtam  the  required  number. 
Colonel  Priestley  (Chorley),  Messrs.  G.  Paley 
(Preston),  Thorpe  (Scorton),  Royston  (Leeds), 
Ross  (Wigan),  Briggs  (Lancaster),  Ramsbottom 
and  Malpass  (Manchester),  and  Tippett  (Liverpool) 
were  appointed  on  the  committee.  Captain 
Ormrod  was  cordially  thanked  for  his  hospitality, 
and  at  an  informal  meeting  of  the  committee 
held  immediately  afterwards  it  was  agreed  that  the 
first  meeting,  for  framing  rules,  etc.,  should  be  held 
at  Preston  on  January  10,  1903. 
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Reports  {to  ensure  insertim)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  momvng. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Genebal  Remarks. — The  weather  has 
absolutely  spoilt  all  chances  of  good  sport  during  the 
week,  the  north-easterly  winds  putting  the  roach  quite 
off  the  feed.  Mr,  F.  Littlewood  and  friend  fishing  at 
Hampton  Court  on  Dec.  8  got  a  few  roach  in  a 
sheltered  spot,  but  at  Thames  Ditton  they 
could  not  secure  a  eingle  fish.  Mr.  H.  Purdue 
aLso  tried  Ditton  on  Dec.  8  but  only  had  eight 
roach  after  trying  as  many  swims.  Chub  were  not 
caught.  Few  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  river  during  the  week,  so  that  there  is 
no  sport  to  record.  The  water  is,  however,  in  very 
fair  order,  and  directly  we  gpt  a  few  reasonable 
days  a  good  many  fish  should  be  secured.  One 
bank  angler  at  Kingston  had  only  one  bite  ia  a 
whole  day's  fishing,  but  he  landed  a  roach  of 
l^lb.  The  better  sized  fish  appear  to  be  leaving 
the  gravelly  bottoms  for  sandy  parts,  where  there  is 
a  fair  depth  of  water  and  a  steady  stream.  The  extra 
push  of  water  is  gradually  toning  down  now,  and 
anglers  are  only  waiting  for  improved  weather,  the 
river  appearing  to  be  in  goodor.ier. — P.  H.  Ami'HLETt. 

 (Henley). — The  water  still  remains  a  na^ty 

coli^ur,  and  although  several  anglers  have  been  out 
little  sport  has  been  had.  Roach  are  quite  off  the  feed 
and  the  "bankers"  have  done  very  badly;  the  cold 
winds  too  have  made  angling  very  unpleasant.  The 
water  is  a  long  time  fining  down,  and  there  seems  to 
be  some  snow  in  it,  but  it  should  certainly  be  in  better 
condition  by  the  week  end  — Stan'i-ey  Mead. 

  (Teddingfton  Weir). — In  two  days  with  Mr. 

Fiitland  T  f-augbt  two  jack,  twelve  perch,  fe^  bream 
irgeat  2^11} )  and  a  goldon  carp  of  71b.,  which  has 
tno  to  Mr.  G.  Siriibaldi  to  be  preserved.    I  also 
.u'^bt,  with  Mr  .7.  Kidd,  a  jack  of  8,Jlb.    The  water 
i<  in  very  fine  condib-ion  now.    The  only  thing  against 
fi-^bing  U  the  cold  eaf^t  wind,  which  I  hope  will  soon 
dr-.n.  The  tides  will  be  all  right  next  week. — Walter 
-McBkide. 

Ancholm')  Di'tiriot. — Waters  have  been  ice-bound 
and  the  weather  bitterly  cold.  As  a  consequence  there 
has  been  no  angling  to  report.  Tbe  waters,  too,  are 
now  greatly  discolourfd  by  the  recent  rains.  Ice  is 
now  going,  and  the  upper  reaches  from  Brandy  Wath 
to  Biahopbridge  will  be  the  firt-t -.to  fine.  Sport  wit.h 
pike'should  be  [had  during  tbe  coming  week  if  frott 
holds  off.— TuoMAS  PoKD,  Caistor, 


Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeaoli). — A  week  of 
wintry  weather  has  not  been  conducive  to  good  sport. 
Roach  fishermen  could  not  linger  long  trying  for  baits. 
There  have  been  only  a  few  picked  hours  for  pike 
fishing,  scarcely  worth  mentioning,  with  one  or  two 
fish.  All  free  water  on  to  Upware  ;  here  the  water  is 
at  the  present  time  deeper  and  in  good  trim.  With  a 
change  in  the  wind  prospects  are  rosy.  Pike  this 
season  are  numerous  by  the  locks. — John  O.  Geoege, 
Beeohe-road,  Cambridge. 

Bures  (Stour,  Suffolk). — A  few  small  jack  and 
roach  were  taken  on  Dec.  7,  but  except  in  a  few  small 
places  the  river  was  covered  with  ice  an  inch  thick. 
A  small  quantity  of  snow  has  fallen,  but  notbing  to 
affect  the  river,  which  is  again  quite  clear.  The  ice 
i?  almost  gone,  and  the  river  open  for  anglers,  but 
the  wind  is  north-east  and  bitterly  cold.  Still,  in  this 
river  roach  ought  to  b;gia  to  feed. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Since  my  last  favour- 
able report  the  mighty  King  Frost  has  held  supreme 
oorumind,  and  although  many  have  been  noticed 
wending  their  way  to  the  river  and  ponds  of  the  city 
and  district,  a  pair  of  soles  and  eels,  with  a  few  pair  of 
skates,  are  the  only  reminder  we  have  of  our  piscatorial 
proclivities.  Some  skr.Mng  has  been  had  on  a  few  of 
the  quieter  reaches  of  the  Great  Western  Canal  near 
Tiverton  and  Sandford,  and  on  some  of  the  flooded 
fields  of  the  Exe,  but  fi-hing  proper  has  been  at  a 
standstill.  To-diy  (Tuesday)  we  have  some  indications 
rf  a  cold  thaw,  but  for  some  few  days  the  prospects  are 
n'lt  fivjurable  until  we  get  H->me  warmer  weather, 
which  is  much  desired,  as  the  distress  here  as  else- 
where is  apparent  already. — Red  Palmes. 

Pan  District  (SctitSj  i.inc»  a.nd  CamVs). 
-Although  there  was  a  hsavy  raiafiU  early  last  week, 
the  success  which  was  hoped  for  would  follow  it  was 
suddenly  cut  short  by  a  biting  frost.  Towards  the 
latter  end  of  the  wtek  poads  and  still  waters  were 
f  Mzen,  and  the  slow  runaing  drains  were  in  a  like  con- 
dition It  Wis  impossibls  to  fish  at  the  end  of  the  week, 
owing  to  the  ice  forming  on  the  line.  After  the  liss 
ill  the  tfmperature  on  Dec.  8,  a  few  fish  were  caught 
in  the  clear  water,  and  anglers  at  Billingborough  and 
towards  Hubbeit's  Bridge  had  little  reason  to  com- 
jjlaia,  except  as  regards  size,  fish  taken  were  all 
small  specimens.  Nothing  is  doing  amongst  roach, 
hut  a  few  perch  are  reported. — Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  Lea  and  Stort  have 
been  visited  by  few  coarse  fishers  during  the  past 
week,  in  consequence  of  the  wintry  weather  and  the 
bitterly  cold  winds.  Late  last  week  Mr.  Page  caught 
three  jack  at  Broxbourne,  but  down  to  this  (Wednesday) 
evening  I  have  heard  of  no  sport  this  week  at  that 
station,  or  at  Ware,  Hertford,  Rye  House,  or  Waltham. 
Both  the  Lea  and  Stort  are  in  fair  order,  but  while 
the  east  winds  last,  I  should  advise  anglers  not  to 
waste  their  time  after  the  roach.  Jack  and  perch 
should  be  the  best  fish  to  try  for. — Izaak  Walton. 

La^g  and  Arrovr  (L«>omin3ter.«  -Both  these 
streams  have  now  gone  down,  and  are  clearing  nicely, 
but  are  still  rather  high  and  slightly  stained ;  if 
the  weather  holds  fine  there  is  every  prospect  of  both 
streams  being  in  order  for  grayling  fishing.  The  wind 
for  the  last  three  days  has  been  in  the  east,  and  it  has 
been  against  anglers  getting  out ;  very  little  fishing 
has  been  done  of  late.  The  fish  are  inclined  to  rife  at 
midday,  and  next  week  there  should  he  sport  had  if 
we  get  no  snow  or  rain.    The  Pinsley  is  in  order. — 

GWYNNB. 

ItVLgg.  Arrow,  and  Pinsley   (Eiugsland). — 

Rivers  sink  slowly,  yeti  may  possibly  be  flshable  by 
beginning  of  coming  week,  yet  am  afraid  they  will 
still  be  on  the  high  side.  Weather  is  mostly  dull, 
with  very  cold  north-east  winds,  and  no  present 
indications  of  a  change ;  glass  moderate,  steady.  — 
R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterhorongli). — Forecast  of  last  week  was 
quite  correct ;  bait  catching  was  actively  pursued  in 
preparation  for  "  piking,"  and  several  were  captured 
here  at  the  end  of  the  week.  But  the  frost  caused 
angling  to  give  way  to  skating  on  the  overflow  from 
the  river,  which  caught  a  fringe  of  ice,  although  the 
current  was  much  too  strong  for  much  coating  to  take 
place.  This  evening  (Wednesday)  the  prospects  are 
agiin  good  for  sport  for  the  next  few  days. — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Water  is  a  nice  height  but 
still  vary  clear,  and  sport  only  moderate.  The  sport 
should- have  a  beneficial  effect  by  killing  the  weeds  off, 
but,  strange  to  say,  in  many  parts  of  the  river  they  are 
as  green  as  ever,  and  very  strong.  A  charge  of  fi-shing 
in  the  waters  hired  by  the  Huntingdon  Angling 
Association,  without  tickets,  was  before  the  magistrates 
last  week. — B. 

Severn  (Shropshire). — The  Severn  in  the  Shrews- 
bury district  has  this  autumn  yielded  considerably 
more  pike  than  Uhual.  Prom  Montford  Bridge  to 
Shrewsbury,  and  down  stream  to  Uffington  at.d  Cound 
Lodge,  the  deeps  have  been  pretty  well  fished,  but  so 
numerous  are  the  jack  that  little  or  no  impression 
seems  to  be  made  upon  their  numbers.  The  fish 
taken  have  averaged  71b.  or  81b.  each,  large  fish  being 
rare ;  a  pike  of  over  201b.  has,  however,  been  landed 
at  Atcham.  Roach  fishing  has  not  been  so  good  as 
last  season. — Hafuen. 


Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — We  have  now  a  complete  change  in  the 
weather,  which,  from  being  so  mild  aad  open, 
suddenly  changed  towards  the  end  of  last  week  into 
a  temperature  mora  resembling  Arctic  thin  any  other 
climite,  and  whi^h  with  a  very  cutting  east  wind 
made  angling  practically  impossible  for  Keveral  days, 
but  a  slow  thaw  has  now  set  in,  and  as  the  rivers  are 
now  very  little  abjve  their  usual  level  and  improving 
in  condition,  there  is  a  better  prospect  of  sport  in  the 
near  future. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivera,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. —  Since  my  last  letter  of  Dec.  3,  we  have  had 
a  change  in  the  weather.  Frost  has  set  in,  raising  the 
hopes  of  skaters  and  clearing  river.4 ;  but  slight  thaws 
have  been  frequent,  with  rain  and  sleet,  and  both 
angling  and  skating  has  been  disappointing.  Chichester 
Canal  has  been  frozen  in  parts,  bub  nowhere  has  the 
ice  been  more  than  one  and  a-half  inches.  With  the 
ice  bearing  there  is  a  nice  run  of  three  miles,  which  is 
well  patronised.  The  lower  lock  is  not  yet  completed, 
and  what  few  carp,  tench,  and  eels  have  madded  will, 
I  am  afraid,  succumb  to  the  frost.  The  weather  at 
present  is  changeable,  and  I  predict  rain  within 
twenty-four  hours,  with  a  sjutherly  wind. — Geop.he 
P.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
going  down  and  clearing  nicsly,  a'ter  having  been 
high  and  muddy  for  over  a  week  ;  it  is  now  getting 
into  good  order  for  fishing,  and  by  the  end  of  the 
week  should  be  in  order  f  )r  the  fly.  There  is  only  a 
slight  stain  on  it  at  present.  The  weather  has  been  very 
changeable.  R  lin  fell  last  week, followed  by  severe  frost, 
and  snow  has  threatened,  but  keptoff.  The  wind  isnow 
in  the  east,  and  it  is  very  cold,  but  to-day  (Wednesday) 
the  grajling  were  moving  between  eleven  and  two  at 
the  fly  when  the  suu  was  out.  Angling  has  been  ve'y 
quiet  of  late,  very  few  rods  venturing  out.  But  if 
anglers  cire  to  fricj  the  weather,  sport  should  be  had 
with  m  ig^ot  and  gras.i^hopper  in  the  deep  water,  and 
by  Saturday  there  sh  aild  be  a  prospec';  of  sport  with 
fly.  The  flies  to  u?e  will  be  Red  T.4g,  Willow,  Green 
Insect,  Silver  Dun,  and  Whirling  Blue.  The  pike  are 
moving  slightly  batter  this  week.  The  Ony,  Oorve, 
Olua  and  Ledwjche  are  all  running  slightly  better, 
but  should  be  clear  by  the  end  of  the  week. — S. 
Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the  water  is  still 

running  on  the  high  side,  hut  is  going  down  and 
clearing  nicely.  There  has  been  a  change  in  the 
weather,  and  instead  of  rain  (as  last  week)  we  have 
had  severe  frosts,  and  snow  has  threatened  but  kept 
off,  and  now  there  is  a  cold  east  wind  blowing  which 
has  made  it  uncomfortable  for  fishing.  Very  little 
has  been  done  of  late.  The  fish  are  inclined  to  move 
at  midday,  and  with  fine  weather  grayling  should  be 
taken  by  the  end  of  the  week  with  fly,  grasshopper, 
and  maggot. — Worcester. 

Torcross  Ley  (S.Devon). — During  the  past  week 
sport  has  been  indifferent  owing  to  the  very  stormy 
weather ;  it  has  been  blowing  half  a  gale  all  the  week, 
with  occasional  rains,  and  only  one  angler  has  ventured 
out,  on  the  water.  Mr.  Greenhill,  of  Sutton,  Surrey, 
has  been  out  for  a  few  hours  every  day,  and  has  caught 
a  great  many  small  rudd,  and  many  pike,  tbe  largest 
soiling  81b.  Many  big  pike  have  been  seen,  and  as 
December  and  January  are  the  best  months  for  pike, 
anglers  may  look  forward  to  some  good  sport. — W. 

Tyne  (North  and  South)  and  Neighbouring 
Biivers. — The  recent  frosty  weather  has  done  much 
to  improve  grayling  fishing  and  some  nice  baskets  of 
fish  have  been  got  on  the  Till  with  the  cockspur 
worm.  Red  Tag  (smoke  fly,  ribbed  tinsel  body)  and 
the  Waterhen  Bloa  have  accounted  for  a  few  fish 
during  midday.  The  latter  is  the  best  all-year-round 
fly  on  record.  You  can  never  go  far  wrong  when  you 
have  it  on  your  cast,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  the  Waterhen  dressed  with  the  Bloa  feather 
from  under  wing,  with  quill  body,  if  not  the  best,  ia 
one  of  the  finest  flies  any  angler  can  put  in  his  book. — 
Henry  A.  Muirro.s-,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  87, 
Grey-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Witham.  eto.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire.)  — 
The  heavy  fall  of  rain  last  week  did  not  cause  a  rise  in 
the  Witham,  as  expected  ;  but  a  keen  frost  towards 
the  week  end  kept  anglers  at  home  to  a  very  large 
extent.  There  was  a  little  fishing  done  by  Lincoln 
anglers  about  Bardney,and  to  wards  Langrick  there  were 
a  number  of  small  pike  or  jack  taken  where  the  river 
is  clear  of  weeds.  These  are  fast  disappearing.  Roach 
fishing  in  thii  tributaries  has  been  very  tame,  though 
the  colour  of  the  water  has  improved.  Some  few  are 
said  to  have  been  taken  from  the  Sleaford  Canal  end, 
and  a  few  perch  are  attacking  the  '.vorm  at  the  water- 
side. The  frost  has  pu*;  an  end  to  fishing  on  the 
drains,  and  the  Hobhole  has  been  run  off  too  much  at 
Old  Leake  and  East  Ville.  Thetot^l  amount  of  fishing 
has  really  been  veiy  small. — Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorks).—  During  the  frost  winter  anglers  enjoyed 
some  good  sport  in  the  Upper  Yore,  and  from  11  a.m. 
until  2  p  m  baskets  of  from  three  to  ten  brace  were 
caught  in  the  Hawes  Angling  As.-iociaiion  waters,  the 
grayling  running  of  fair  size.    Below  Aysgarth  Palls, 
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Mr.  J.  Blades  oaught  eighteen  grayling,  weighirig 
81b.  12oz.,  on  Monday.  I  have  had  fair  sport  lower 
down  the  river,  and  a  few  nice  pike  have  been  caught 
in  the  deeps.  The  roach  have  been  a  bit  "  off,"  but 
some  good  chub  have  been  caught  with  cheese  paste. 
Tbe  Swale  has  fished  better,  and  a  few  anglers  from 
Northallerton,  etc.,  have  done  nic-jly  in  the  Wiske, 
Bedale  Beck,  Oodbeck,  etc.  Tbe  Wharfe  has  bsen 
in  nice  trim,  and  although  few  anglers  have  been  out 
in  the  upper  waters,  there  has  been  a  decided  improve- 
ment in  sport  at  Burnsall,  Appletreewick,  and  Bolton 
Woods,  and  several  good  baskets  have  been  made 
on  the  Ilkley  length,  Mr.  C.  Leach  having  a  couple 
of  hours'  fine  sport,  his  basket  containing  twelve 
grayling,  seven  of  them  weighing  61b.  Very  little  has 
been  attempted  at  Otley  Pool  or  Harewood  Bridge, 
but  some  nice  baskets  of  roach,  daoe,  etc.,  have  fallen 
to  the  lot  of  anglers  at  Collingham,  Wetherby,  and 
Boston  Spa.  A  few  rods  have  been  piking  at  Newton 
Kyme  and  Tadcester,  but  have  only  had  bad  sport. 
Few  anglers  have  been  up  the  Nidd,  and  the  Derwent 
at  Malton,  Yeddingham,  and  Castle  Howard  has  been 
but  little  fit  Led  during  the  week.  Matters  up  the 
Rye,  Costa,  etc  ,  have  been  quiet,  but  a  few  nice 
grayling  have  been  picked  up  in  both  streams.  Some 
of  the  canals,  etc.,  have  been  coated  with  ice,  conee- 
quently  pike  fishing  has  been  at  a  discount.  I  hear 
from  several  correppondents  that  the  Cumberland 
Eden  continues  to  fish  well,  in  fact,  grayling 
fishirg  is  now  at  its  very  best,  and  under  favour- 
able conditions  good  spcrt  may  be  looked  for  up  to 
Chiislmas.  Antlers  duiing  the  week  have  been 
catching  from  101b.  up  to  20;b.  of  grayling,  and  a 
customer  called  in  at  the  depot  and  showed  us  a  basket 
of  tliiteen  grayling;  several  of  them  would  weigh 
close  on  lib.  each.  Everywhere  the  fish  are  now 
taking  the  worm  in  preference  to  the  fly  or  maggot, 
but  1  rose  and  caught  two  brace  on  Wednesday  with 
the  Dark  Needle  and  Blue  Hawk,  dressed  very  small; 
these  are  two  of  the  best  mid-winter  flies  I  know  for 
grayling,  and  I  prefer  them  to  any  of  the  fancy  flies. 
A  fine  roach  (for  Yorkshire)  can  now  be  feen  at  the 
depot ;  it  was  caught  in  the  Derwent  by  Mr.  H.  Dacre, 
and  weighs  2^1b.  Last  Friday  evening  (Deo.  5)  the 
members  of  the  Woodhouse  Angling  Club  had  their 
annual  supper  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel,  Meanwood, 
Leeds ;  about  sixty  sat  down  to  a  well  served  and 
substantial  repast,  to  which  ample  justice  was  done. 
The  remainder  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  harmony, 
songs,  recitations,  etc.,  being  given  by  Messrs.  Higgins, 
Roche,  Yard,  Holdsworth,  Turner,  Thackery,  Ground- 
well,  T.  Foxcroft,  Holroyd,  etc.  On  Tuesday  there  was 
a  considerable  rise  in  the  temperature,  but  the  north- 
easterly wind  keeps  very  cold,  and  as  the  thermometer 
is  within  a  degree  of  freezing-point  this  evening  a 
return  to  frost  is  very  probable. — John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Dejot,  19,  New  Stalion-st  ,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Lossie,  Elgin.— Anglers  going  along  the  river 
banks  last  week  were  surprised  to  find  that  hundreds 
of  salmon  and  trout  were  lying  dead  in  the  river 
below  the  gasworks.  The  river  was  in  a  filthy 
state.  It  is  high  time  that  a  river  possessing  so 
many  salmon  should  be  protected  and  a  Board 
formed.  One  boy  took  out  a  fish  weighing  3Slb., 
while  numbers  took  home  a  stock  of  fish  to 
feed  the  piga.  There  is  now  a  proposal  to  form  a 
district  board,  and  an  initiatory  meeting  has 
already  been  held,  so  that  the  proposal  may 
soon  become  an  accomplishtd  fact.  The  people 
of  Elgin,  however,  claim  the  right  to  fish  in  the  Lossie, 
and  at  a  meeting  the  other  night  a  committee  was 
formed  to  approach  the  Town  Council  on  the  matter, 
80  that  their  interests  might  be  looked  after.  Local 
anglers  will  watch  further  developments  with  interest. 
—J.  M. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— The  rainstorm  of  last 
week  has  been  succeeded  by  a  sharp  grip  of  frost  and 
a  considerable  fall  cf  snow,  the  first  of  the  season. 
The  livers  are  falling  in  rapidly,  and  assuming  their 
normal  proportions.  Should  the  frost  continue  they 
will  soon  be  fmall  enough,  but  there  are  indications 
of  a  fresh,  and  already  it  has  set  in  on  the  coast.  The 
late  floods  induced  many  brood  fish  to  seek  the 
shallows,  and  it  is  feaitd  these  depcs-its  may  now 
peiish  Viith  the  fiosts  to  which  they  will  be  exposed 
thould  the  rivers  continue  to  fall  in.  The  weather, 
bowfever,  is  very  propitious  for  the  season  of  the  year, 
«nd  tpawning  will  now  be  c  mpleted  in  good  form. 
The  floods  have  betn  very  helpful  in  bringing  sea- 
whic's  the  early  kelts,  which  form  the  bulk  of  the 
fpritig  run.  Arglirg  waters  are  leirg  freely  asked 
iiiier.  Last  week  Mr.  Robt  Uuberlson,  mai  ager  of 
ihePotand  Folds  salmcn  fsliir  gp,  died  at  the  ripe 
age  of  seventy-seven  jeers.  He  had  been  some  forly- 
tbree  years  in  the  employ  of  the  same  firm. — G.  M. 

South,  of  Scotland. —Afier  a  sh  rp  tu  n  of  frost 
continuing  for  a  week,  the  wea'her  has  undergone  a 
change  to-night  (Wedne  daj).  Tfie  temperature  is 
contiderably  higher  ar^d  a  dry  thaw  is  taking  place. 
It  it,  however,  rather  d  jublful  if  ilu  frost  has  departed. 
Spawning  is  going  on  mjt-t  sati.sfactoiily  in  all  the 
rivers  of  iL'u  district.    In  the  lower  reaches  of  the 


rivers  there  is  hardly  a  Balmon  to  bk  seen  moving  any- 
where, as  all  the  fish  have  ascended  to  the  spawning 
grounds  of  the  higher  stretches,  and  so  far  as  the 
season  has  gone  it  has  been  a  most  favourable  one. 
The  streams  have  a  full  supply  of  water  running  over 
the  spawning  beds,  and  once  a  fish  lies  down  thereon 
there  is  little  danger  of  harm  falling  to  it.  There  was 
a  repoit  a  fortnight  ago  of  a  spotted  salmon  being 
seen  (marked  with  the  disease).  I  have  not  observed 
any  j  et,  though  no  doubt  a  few  may  be  so  affected 
before  the  spawning  season  is  over.  The  bailiffs  have 
had,  fortunately,  no  trouble  this  back  end  with 
poachers  in  all  lower  and  middle  reaches.  The  danger 
of  salmon  being  removed  from  their  beds  in  the  winter 
time  invariably  takes  place  in  the  uppermost  reaches, 
where  the  fish  are  easily  clicked  out  with  a  gaff 
attached  to  a  long  stick  whipped  on  with  cord  for  the 
occasion. — Heatherbell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District.-  The  livers  are  again  low 
and  poaching  prevalent.  Trout  spawning  in  the 
small  streams  is  over  n  w.  In  the  Clady  Six-mile 
water  and  Glenavy,  the  redding  fish  seem  to  have 
been  more  plentiful  and  larger  than  for  some  years. 
Salmon  are  no  longer  running  the  Ouvile,  although 
there  is  a  large  number  of  fish  still  on  the  beds. — 
J.  A.  B. 

LougH  Corrib.— The  late  trout  spawning  rivers 
are  reported  to  be  now  full  of  breeding  fish.  The 
salmon  rivers  are  a'so  reported  to  have  more  fish 
spawning  in  them  than  have  been  seen  for  many 
J  ears.  The  Oughterard  river  since  Nov.  24  has  shown 
a  large  number  of  salmon  on  the  spawning  beds,  and 
tbe  last  flood  also  brought  a  large  number  of  late 
spawning  trout,  this  being  the  fourth  batch  this 
season.  Tbe  prospects  for  a  good  fishing  season  next 
year  are  very  promising.—  S.  B.  D. 

Monrne  (Newtownste'wart,  co.  Tyrone). — The 
bulk  of  the  salmon  in  the  main  stream  have  spawned, 
and  as  these  fections  are  well  protected  by  the  special 
watchers  of  the  Fishing  Company  the  operation  has 
been  a  success.— J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Iiougrhs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Heavy  frost  here  for  the  past  week  has 
brought  both  loughs  into  good  order  for  jack.  Mr. 
Pelley  and  friend  had  thirteen  jack,  1391b  ,  largest, 
27^lb.,  also  some  ducks  and  golden  plover;  the  above 
jack  were  taken  with  spoon  and  minnow.  —  Pat 
Hearnes. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — We  have  had  bitterly  cold  weather 
during  the  past  week,  easterly  winds  and  rather 
choppy  seas.  Nevertheless,  a  few  boats  have  been  off 
over  the  "Sussex  square  ground"  almost  daily,  after 
silver  whiting,  and  boat  anglers  certainly  deserved  all 
they  got.  —  H. 

Burnham-on-Crouch. — From  what  I  gather  from 
the  friends  who  have  visited  me  since  I  have  been  laid 
up  with  the  gout  from  (Deo  4),  the  sudden  severe  frost 
and  heavy  downfall  of  snow  has  driven  the  fish  from 
the  river  into  deeper  water.  I  was  informed  that  Mr. 
W.  H.  Elsmore,  Vice-President  of  the  Central  Asso- 
ciation, came  down  on  Saturday  morning  (Dec.  6), 
hue  the  weather  being  so  bad,  and  the  fishing 
prospects  not  at  all  good,  he  returned  to  town 
by  the  next  train,  which  was  no  doubt  the  cause  of 
the  competition  between  the  West  London  and  the 
Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Societies  being 
postponed.  Should  the  weather  be  favourable  for 
angling  purposes  this  week-end,  the  tides  will  not  be 
suitable.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  get  about  again 
shortly,  then  I  trust  to  have  a  better  report  to  send 
regarding  the  fishing  prospects  for  the  coming  holidays. 
— J.  Wright. 

Deal.— There  has  been  nothing  doing  with  rod  and 
line  for  several  days,  on  account  of  high  easterly  wind 
and  sea,  which  has  kept  all  the  fishing-boats  ashore. 
Tnless  the  wind  should  drop  away  very  considerably 
there  will  be  no  prospect  this  week  end  — Edward 
HA^(;ER,  Agent  B.S.A.S.,  Napier,  Beach-street. 

Deal  (the  Pier).— Continuous  north-east  winds 
of  varjing  strength  very  nearly  put  a  stop  to  all 
fishing  operations  in  this  locality  during  the  past  week. 
Despite  these  bitterly  cold  winds,  a  few  members  have 
daily  tempted  sport  from  the  pier,  but  results  have 
been,  in  most  ca^es,  practically  nil.  On  Saturday 
last  (Deo.  G),  Master  Finn  hooked  and  landed  a  ccd- 


Gratlinq  Flies  cn  gut,  hair,  or  eyed  Imoks,  2s.  per  dozen 
SrlLct.ons  made  ior  any  water  in  the  kingdom.  All  patttms 
sent  out  are  proved  Idllers  by  J.  E.  Miller,  who  has  had  ovir 
thi  ly  years'  practical  experirfnoe.  Sample  dozen  flies  sent  on 
reoiptof'is.  Fly  dressing  ma  erial— wings,  hackles,  silks,  etc. 
Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers'  leguirenient". 
.Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins.  Large  stock 
of  ISliie  Hickles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and  Widgeon 
feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  quality,  2d  per 
doztfu  ;  eyed,  4d.  per  dozen.  Kest  tapered  horsehair  casts,  Is. 
each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts,  Is.  each.  Fly  mak'  rs' 
twee/.er.s,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc.— J.  E.  MiLLEK  (Telephone 
2001),  Noithein  Anglers'  Dep  t,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 
Telegrams:  "  Piscator,  Leeds." 


ling  of  3^1b.  and  a  few  small  whiting  were  taken  on 
the  same  while  one  gentleman  hooked,  but  failed 
to  land,  a  cod  of  71b.  or  81b.  About  a  dozen  anglers 
put  in  an  appearance  on  Dec.  7,  but  the  water  was 
then  very  much  discoloured,  and  results  not  worthy 
of  record.  Mr.  Morwood  was  in  sole  possession  of  the 
pier  for  some  hours  on  Monday ;  he  was  afterwards 
joined  by  four  brother  sportsmen,  but,  as  on  the 
previous  day,  scarcely  a  fish  was  taken.  Tuesday 
witnessed  no  improvement  in  the  weather,  and  only 
two  rods  were  in  evidence,  the  day's  yield  being  again 
only  a  few  undersized  fish.  To-day  (Wednesdaj)  the 
weather  is  still  more  inclement  and  the  sea  much 
rougher,  and  all  angling  visitors  seem  to  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  wetting  their  lines  is  a  sheer 
waste  of  time.  Should  no  improvement  take  place 
in  the  weather  in  the  course  of  the  next  few  days, 
prospects  for  the  near  future  could  not  be  more 
gloomy. — J.  Richardson,  B.S.A.8. 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards. — A  few  whiting  and 
dabs  have  been  taken  during  the  week  from  the  piers, 
otherwise  the  weather  has  been  too  severe  for  obtaining 
sport.  No  boats  have  been  out,  owing  to  rough  seas- 
Dec.  10. — Very  cold,  easterly  wind  and  prospects 
bad. — A. 

Plymouth.. — The  cold  east  wind  has  been  very  much 
against  the  fishing  during  the  week  ;  the  professionals 
have,  however,  b^en  obliged  to  brave  the  cold  in  order 
to  provide  their  daily  bread.  The  catches  of  whiting 
have  not  been  very  good ,  but  the  herrings  that  have  been 
brought  in  by  the  drift  boats  are  very  fine.  The  steam 
trawlers  that  have  gone  further  afield  have  brought  in 
some  very  decent  catches.  Several  of  the  more 
enthusiastic  pier  fishermen  may  be  seen,  both  night 
and  day,  trying  their  luck  for  mullet  and  bass.  The 
former  have  been  taking  on  and  off  at  Turnchapel 
pier,  and  the  latter  at  daybreak  at  the  Great  Western 
Docks.  The  list  of  edible  fish  for  the  month  include 
coalfish,  hake,  ling,  cod,  haddock,  pouting,  whiting, 
tub,  piper,  red  gurnard,  eel,  pilchard,  anchovy,  dory, 
mackerel,  atherine  (smelt),  skate,  homelyn  ray,  and 
all  shellfish. — William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S  ). 

Ramsgate. — Since  Dec.  4  the  weather  has  put  a 
practical  stop  to  all  fishing,  which  had  up  to  then  been 
good.  From  the  Iron  Pier,  early  in  the  week,  there 
were  nice  takes  of  good  codling,  many  fish  going 
between  41b.  and  51b.  ;  the  East  and  West  Piers  were 
also  affording  good  sport  with  codling,  whitiog,  and 
a  few  pollack.  The  tides  suit  well  for  Saturday  next., 
and,  given  better  weather,  some  good  sport  should 
still  be  had  between  this  and  Christmas.  Wind 
easterly  ;  moderate,  but  cold. — Grey  Mdllett. 


Jissociaftons 

(Sfboiaii  MBBimaB), 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
^Monday  next,  Dec.  15,  at  8  p.m.  Matters  of  con- 
siderable importance  are  to  be  brought  forward  by 
tbe  president.  Mr.  Philip  Geen  has  promised  to 
occupy  the  chair.  An  early  attendance  is  requested. 
— R.  G.  Woodruff. 


British  Sea  Anglers'  Society — 

As  usual  this  society  met  at  headquarters  in  Fetter 
lane,  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  0.  0.  Minchin  in  the  chair. 
Owing  to  the  utter  unsuitableness  of  the  weather, 
reports,  both  from  agents  at  stations  and  members, 
were  very  few  and  far  between,  but,  notwithstanding, 
a  useful  and  pleasant  discussion  upon  sea  fishing  lore 
filled  up  the  evening.  The  chairman  announced 
that  preliminary  awards  had  been  made  in  the  Deal 
competitions,  and  that  final  ones  could  not  be  made 
until  winners  under  various  classes  had  declared 
which  prize  they  elected  to  take ;  they  were  being 
consulted.  Attention  was  called  to  the  microscopical 
exhibition  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  17,  and  the  ordinary 
meeting  on  Dec.  .31. — Hon.  Reporter. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society — 

The  meeting  on  Tuesday  last  was  presided  over 
by  Mr.  R.  Williams,  when,  thanks  to  the  inclement 
weather,  but  few  fishing  reports  were  made.  Mr. 
Canton,  however,  had  braved  the  elements,  and 
produced  a  very  nice  specimen  roach.  The  pike 
and  perch  competition  (by  reason  of  the  adverse 
state  of  affairs)  was  extended— under  same  terms 
and  conditions— to  Dec.  31.  Mr.  Bentley  presented 
a  book  to  the  library,  and  Dr.  Ladell  exhibited  a  fine 
specimen  of  that  semi-aquatic,  fearful  wild-fowl,  the 
duck-billed  platypus  {Oniithorlnjnchus  paradoxicus) , 
certainly  a  most  interesting  item.  Various  subjects, 
including  fishing  water,  tickets,  officers  of  the 
society,  etc.,  were  discussed,  including  the  last 
musical  evening  of  the  year,  which  takes  place  on 
Tuesday  next.  Doc.  16.  Members,  who  may  intro- 
duce gentleman  frientls,  arc  requested  to  note  the 
date,  and  it  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  a  large 
attendance, 
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Gbeshah  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  Mark  Davies  presided  at  the  adjourned  com- 
mittee meeting  held  ou  Tuesday  last,  and  which 
had  been  convened  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  the 
programme  for  the  first  quarter  of  1903.  Copies  of 
this  will  be  in  the  hands  of  members  before  the  end 
of  the  year.  Mr.  F.  C.  Buckingham  filled  the  chair 
at  the  ordinary  meeting  which  followed,  and  con- 
ducted the  business  proceedings  with  his  usual 
ability.  The  fishing  reports  were  very  meagre, 
though  several  members  have  ventured  out  in  spite 
of  the  cold.  Evidently  the  fish  are  not  yet  accus- 
tomed to  this  sudden  change  in  the  weather  for  they 
seem  quite  off  feed.  Members  will  be  glad  to  know 
that  our  esteemed  friend  Rev.  E.  Meyer  has  kindly 
consented  to  give  a  reading  or  paper  in  the  early 
part  of  the  coming  year.  It  was  decided  this  even- 
ing that  no  meeting  will  be  held^n  Tuesday,  Dec.  30. 
Members  are  requested  to  note  that  Mr.  Norman 
will  be  very  pleased  to  meet  them  on  Dec.  23.  Votes 
of  thanks  to  Messrs.  Davies  and  Buckingham  for 
the  efficient  manner  in  which  they  performed  their 
several  duties,  brought  the  meeting  to  a  close. — • 
— F.  G.  Eldred,  Hon.  Sec. 

PiSCATOEIAL  SoCIEXr — 

With  an  east  wind  as  keen  as  a  Sheffield  blade, 
and  frost  and  snow  prevailing,  it  was  hardly  a  matter 
for  surprise  that  the  angling  experiences  given  at 
Monday's  meeting,  under  the  genial  chairmanship 
of  Mr.  Frank  Ward,  were  almost  nil.  Three  members, 
however,  Messrs.  R.  Bradford,  C.  H.  Bywaters,  and 
the  chairman  to  wit,  ventured  down  to  the  Avon  on 
pike  slaying  intent,  but  with  the  thermometer 
registering  seventeen  degrees  below  thirty-two,  it 
was  not  to  be  expected  that  even  Esox  would  feed 
with .  avidity,  despite  the  sometimes  expressed 
opinion  that  the  harder  the  frost  the  better  the 
chance  of  sport  with  the  fresh-water  shark.  The 
task  of  keeping  the  rod  rings  free  from  ice  was  not 
easy,  and  all  the  reward  the  three  piscators  had  for 
their  pluck  in  fishing  for  two  days  was  three  brace 
of  medium-sized  jack,  Mr.  Frank  Ward  killing  all 
of  this  number  but  one,  which  fell  to  Mr.  R. 
Bradford.  This  began  and  ended  the  reports  of 
sport-yielding  excursions.  Reference  was  made  to 
the  supper  on  the  previous  Monday,  and  to  the  most 
enjoyable  aSair  it  had  been.  By  a  slip  of  the  pen 
one  of  the  artists  who  delighted  the  company  with 
her  charming  voice  was  not  mentioned  in  the  report 
in  last  Saturday's  Fishing  Gazette,  owing  to  the 
lady's  name  not  appearing  on  the  programme  as 
printed.  To  make  the  list  complete  it  should  have 
been  stated  that  Mrs.  F.  Williams  contributed 
several  songs,  and  had  the  gratification  of  being 
encored  more  than  once  for  her  clear  enunciation 
and  finished  rendering  of  the  pieces  she  chose.  It 
is  hoped  that  Mrs.  Williams  will  be  heard  again  at 
the  society's  gatherings,  as  her  dibut  at  the  annual 
supper  was  in  every  way  a  pronounced  success. — 
Hon.  Sec. 
South  London  Anglebs'  U.  V.  L. — 

The  Duchess  A.S.  received  a  visit  on  Dec.  4  from 
the  societies  enrolled  on  the  above.  A  nice  amount 
was  collected  for  the  S.  L.  prize  fund.  Fifteen 
societies  were  represented.  Harmony  followed,  and 
an  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. — A.  G.  Smith. 

PHOTOGRAPHING  THE  BOTTOM 
OF  THE  SEA. 

Xew  Aids  to  Sea- Anglers. 

The  Rev.  J.  M.  Bacon,  author  of  "  The  Dominion 
of  the  Air,"  has  recently  been  conducting  some 
important  aerial  observations  for  the  information 
of  the  War  Office.  Along  with  Mr.  Pereival 
Spencer,  the  eminent  aeronaut,  he  made  a  balloon 
trip  the  other  day  from  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man, 
across  the  Irish  Sea  to  the  South  of  Scotland,  alight- 
ing in  Diimfriosshiro.  H.M.S.  Renard  was  in 
attendance  on  the  balloonists,  and  the  objects  in 
I  view  were  to  test  certain  steering  apparatus,  by 
means  of  which  the  balloon  was  kept  a  point  or  two 
away  from  the  direction  of  the  air  current,  to  try 
a  new  method  of  signalling  by  means  of  a  col- 
lapsible drum,  but,  above  all,  to  examine  the  sea 
depths  from  certain  heights  with  a  view  to  ascer- 
taming  the  feasibility  of  locating  suVjmarine  war- 
ships from  balloons.  The  trip  was  an  eminently 
successful  one.  In  a  note  to  the  London  Morning 
Post  Mr.  Bacon  gives  a  brief  summary  of  the  reports 
he  has  submitted  to  the  Admiralty.  He  says  : — 
"Judging  from  the  way  a  trail  rope  acta  when 
[  dragging  over  land,  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  it  might  l>o  used  with  yet  greater  certainty 
over  water,  where  the  surface  is  level  and  the 
water  holds  the  rope  with  a  better  grip.  In  actual 
fact,  however,  as  soon  as  the  trailing  ropo  has 
slowed  down  the  balloon  the  sail  and  silk  catching 
the  wind  tend  to  lift  the  rnacliine  like  a  kite  ; 
and  if,  owing  to  this,  the  rope  rises  clear  of  the 
water,  the  sudden  release  means  a  fre.sh  and  a  free 
start  into  the  sky.  Practically  it  is  an  exceedingly 
difficult  matter  to  keep  tlio  balloon  within  the 


limits  required  for  steering  manoeuvres  This  was 
a  lesson  which  came  early  in  our  travels.  Starting 
with  a  lofty  flight,  to  avoid  the  high  land  of  tho 
Island,  we  were  loth  to  expend  gas  on  first  reaching 
sea,  and  thus  waited  till  the  balloon  dropped  auto- 
matically. We  then  tried  our  steering  apparatus, 
which  fully  justified  our  expectations.  The  possi- 
bility of  diverting  our  course  to  a  very  useful 
extent  was  clearly  demonstrated,  though  we 
cannot  commit  ourselves  to  any  statement  as  to  the 
actvial  angle  of  divergence.  Our  contiguity  to  the 
waves  was  awkward  in  our  case,  where  we  had 
other  apparatus  to  take  damage,  but  I  am  con- 
vinced that  the  steering  in  question  deserves 
another  trial  specially  devoted  to  it.  It  would 
probably  entail  occasional  dipping  in  the  water, 
and  again  rising  clear  out  of  it,  but  there  need  be 
no  risk.  The  sound  of  the  Renat-d's  siren  faded  out 
in  a  remarkable  degree  in  our  high  but  silent  situa- 
tion. This  fact  calls  for  further  investigation.  Bad 
seeing,  due  to  a  vapour-laden  atmosphere,  consider- 
ably impaired  the  results  looked  for  with  the  signal- 
ling apparatus.  The  smi  was  not  svifficiently  bright 
for  heliographic  purposes,  yet  the  '  drum'  proved  a 
very  efficient  instrument.  Eminently  satisfactory 
observations  were  made  of  the  sea  depths,  and  pos- 
sibly our  photographs,  as  yet  undeveloped,  may 
prove  instructive.  Speaking  broadly  I  would  state 
that  when  below  600  feet,  clear  water  allows  the 
bottom  to  be  distinctly  seen.  At  this  height  all 
waves  seem  blotted  out,  and  there  is  no  apparent 
scattering  of  light  off  the  surface.  On  attaining 
1000  feet  or  higher,  whether  the  balloon  was  over 
deep  water  or  not,  the  water  seemed  opaque. 
Making  due  allowance  for  the  uncertainty  of  every 
balloon  voyage,  I  regard  our  results,  which  must 
necessarily  be  largely  tentative,  as  very  satis- 
factory and  encouraging,  and  a  more  extended  pro- 
gramme, the  outcome  of  our  late  experience, 
including  also  some  important  additions,  is  already 
being  mapped  out,  and  will,  I  trust,  be  tried  at  sea 
under  conditions  which  will  obviate  the  interference 
caused  by  stress  of  weather." 

On  the  day  of  the  trip  in  question  your  cm-re- 
spondent had  launched  his  little  boat  from  the 
Garwick  side  of  Laxey  Bay,  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  with 
a  view  to  ascertaining  if  any  flukes  (plaice  and 
dabs)  still  lingered  in  the  bay,  and,  by  the  same 
token,  to  report  the  fact  to  the  commissariat  depart- 
ment of  his  own  Home  Office.  Having  anchored 
on  the  favourite  spot,  baited  his  paternoster  with 
lug  worm,  and  sounded  bottom,  I  (for  'twas  no 
other)  looked  complacently  around  me.  Away  in 
the  offing,  steaming  for  all  she  was  worth,  was  the 
gunboat  Renard,  and  knowing  of  the  preparations 
that  had  been  made,  I  scanned  the  sky  expectantly 
to  see  the  great  balloon.  To  my  utter  surprise  it 
was  just  above  my  head,  so  I  took  out  my  pocket- 
handkerchief  and  waved  a  hearty  greeting  to  the 
two  occupants  of  the  car.  Just  then  my  pocket- 
marconograph  began  ticking  vigorously,  and  taking 
it  out  I  read  off  the  following  message  :  "  From 
Bacon,  Balloon  '  Graphic'  There  is  a  fine  fat 
plaice  six  feet  from  your  bait,  E.S.E.  half  E." 
With  the  aid  of  the  pocket  compass  on  my  watch 
guard  I  deftly  drew  the  rod  in  the  direction  indi- 
cated, and  no  sooner  had  I  done  so  than  there 
was  a  snap  and  a  tug,  and  lo  !  up  from  the  depths 
came  a  splendid  plaice  weighing  quite  l§lb. 
W^hilst  I  was  renewing  the  baits,  the  marconograph 
again  became  active,  and  ticked  off  the  follow- 
ing : — "  From  Bacon,  Balloon  '  Graphic'  Veiy 
good.  Two  nice  cod  on  your  port  quarter  heading 
up  tide."  I  waved  my  handkerchief  again,  this 
time  in  mute  admiration,  and  dropping  the  line 
over  the  boat's  port  quarter  was  intensely  asto- 
nished to  immediately  find  the  baits  pounced  upon. 
On  reeling  in,  there  were  two  very  lively  codlings 
kicking  on  the  hooks,  and  I  must  confess  that  for 
some  time  I  was  too  diunbfounded  to  wave  my 
gratitude  to  my  aerial  pilots.  I  simply  gazed  at 
my  capture,  and  then  looked  awesomely  upwards 
to  the  balloon,  now  steadily  moving  away.  Just 
as  that  stately  ball  was  disappearing  beyond  the 
hills,  my  wireless  instrument  rattled  off  the  fol- 
lowing further  message  : — •"  Several  large  skates 
175  yards  due  west  of  your  position  ;  shoal  whiting 
coming  round  north  point  ;  pollack  plentiful  just 
inshore."  I  was  bewildered,  overwhelmed,  lost  ; 
but  just  then  a  gentle  something,  picking,  pecking, 
brought  me  back  from  aerial  reveries  to  the  actual 
job  in  band.  A  nice  plaice  had  annexed  my  lug 
worm  without  any  reference  to  balloonatics.  Up 
to  then  it  had  been  simply  "  cod."  This  was  my 
first  fish,  the  others  were  only  what  might  have 
been  or  yet  may  be.  As  the  balloon  soared  grace- 
fully over  my  head  I  simply  thought  these  things. 
The  sea-fisher's  kit  in  future  will  comprise,  inter  alia, 
a  balloon,  a  small  boy  aeronaut,  a  telescope,  and 
signalling  apparatus.  Then  we  shall  have  no  more 
dreary  waiting,  weary  waiting,  ever  waiting  for  a 
bite.  By  means  of  the  sweet  little  cherub  who, 
sitting  aloft  in  his  captive  balloon,  spots  the  exact 
locale  of  the  finny  ones,  and  telegraphs  his  orders 


down  the  wire  cable  which  moors  him  to  our  boats, 
we  shall  be  able  to  move  from  spot  to  spot,  and 
drop  our  baits  within  an  inch  of  our  prospective 
victims'  noses.  Truly  science  marches  with  giant 
strides,  and  wo  fishers  must  march  with  it. 

J.  P.  C. 


THE  PUBLIC  AND  FISHING  RIGHTS. 


Herbert  Radwell  and  Alfred  Scate,  both  of 
Huntingdon,  appeared  to  answer  a  charge  of  unlaw- 
fully taking  fish  from  the  private  waters  of  tho 
Earl  of  Sandwich  at  Brampton  on  Nov.  2.  Mr.  J. 
Percy  Maule  appeared  for  the  prosecution,  and  Mr. 
G.  G.  G.  Wheeler  for  Radwell.  The  defendants 
both  pleaded  not  guilty.  Mr.  Maule  quoted  cases 
to  prove  that  the  fishing  rights  belonged  to  tho 
riparian  owners,  and  Lord  Sandwich  was  such  in 
this  case,  because  he  was  the  owner  of  the  lands 
abutting  upon  the  stream  ;  and  he  had  also  another 
right  as  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Brampton.  The 
offence  was  alleged  to  have  taken  place  near  Port 
Holme  corner,  opposite  Archdeacon  Vesey's,  but 
he  would  point  out  that  under  a  charter  of  King 
Charles  II.  to  the  then  Earl  of  Sandwich  as  Lord 
of  the  Manor  the  exclusive  right  of  fishing  passed 
with  it.  The  proceedings  were  instituted  to  let  the 
public  know  emphatically  that  they  could  not 
exercise  the  right  of  fishing  in  these  private  waters. 
A  consultation  having  taken  place,  Mr.  Wheeler 
said  the  last  words  that  fell  from  Mr.  Maule's  lips 
had  induced  him  to  make  a  statement  to  his  friend. 
He  (Mr.  Wheeler)  was  perfectly  well  aware  that  his 
client  had  no  legal  right  to  fish  there,  and  assuming 
that  Mr.  Maule  could  prove  that  the  land  and 
rights  belonged  to  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  he  should 
not  attempt  to  contest  it.  There  had  been  no 
prosecution,  at  any  rate  for  some  years,  and  the 
public  thought  they  could  fish  from  any  part  of  the 
Haling  Way  or  from  the  Port  Holme.  It  was,  of 
course,  a  wrong  belief  and  impression,  but  was 
widespread,  and  he  was  going  to  ask  the  Bench 
that  as  his  client  thought  he  had  a  right,  and  as 
Lord  Sandwich  only  wanted  to  make  it  known  that 
the  public  had  no  right,  the  case  should  not  proceed 
to  a  conviction,  but  the  defendants  merely  be 
ordered  to  pay  the  costs.  The  defendants  each 
paid  Is.  costs,  and  the  case  was  dismissed.  The 
prosecution  was  instituted  at  the  instigation  of  the 
Huntingdon  Angling  Association. — Hunts  County 
News. 


"WHY  DO  SALT  WATER  ANGLERS 
USE  SUCH  HEAVY  RODS?" 

This  question  is  addressed  by  "A.  C."  to  the 
President  of  the  New  York  "  Protective  Leagvie  of 
Salt  Water  Anglers,"  and  in  the  circular  of  the 
League  is  printed  what  Mr.  Wm.  C.  Harris,  one  of 
the  leading  American  angling  authorities,  has  to  say 
on  rods  ;  but  surely  they  have  heavy  tides  to  con- 
tend with  around  New  York?  If  so  they  must  use 
heavy  leads,  and  what  good  would  a  ten-oimce  rod 
be  for  casting  out  a  heavy  sea  lead  ?  It  would  be 
all  right  for  spinning  from  a  boat. 

"  Why  do  sea  fishermen  use  such  heavy  rods? — ■ 
A.  C." 

We  herewith  quote  what  Wm.  C.  Harris,  the 
veteran  authority  on  angling  subjects,  says  : 

"  We  have  frequently  been  asked  to  advise  salt 
water  anglers  as  to  the  best  tackle  to  use  in  our 
local  waters.  In  one  or  two  instances  we  have  been 
disposed  to  do  so,  but  hesitated  on  account  of  a  past 
experience,  wherein  we  purchased  for  an  earnest 
Waltonian  of  salt-vi'ater  tastes  a  nine-foot,  ten- 
ounce  rod,  of  considerable  backbone  ;  in  fact,  such 
a  rod  as  we  would  use  for  the  heavy  fish  of  our  bays 
and  estuaries.  Upon  receipt  of  the  rod  he  wTote  us, 
'  You  have  made  a  mistake.  I  wanted  a  bait  rod 
not  the  fly  rod  you  have  sent  me.'  We  ha\  e  killed 
muskellunge  of  thirty  pounds  on  a  lighter  rod,  and 
did  it  quickly,  getting  out  of  the  battle  a  maximum 
of  sport.  What  can  be  done  to  aid  such  an  angler 
by  way  of  advice?  Absolutely  nothing.  Experi- 
ment and  experience  must  be  his  only  guides.  If 
fishermen  will  use  clubs  for  rods,  we  can  only  be 
patient  until  the  millennium  of  light  tackle  arri\-es. 
To  those  young  anglers  who  have  asked  us  for  advice 
we  say  :  Go  to  an  accredited  tackle  store,  select 
from  the  stock  as  light  a  rod  as  you  thinlv  you  can 
use  with  safety  and  happiness  in  the  pursuit  of  your 
coveted  quarry.  Let  the  same  rule  guide  you  as  to 
line  and  leader  (a  No.  9  Cuttyhimk  Ime  and  double- 
gut  leader  will  answer)  ;  buy  a  float  or  two,  but 
never  use  them  if  you  can  avoid  it  ;  stock  up  with 
hooks,  ranging  from  1-0  to  G-0  Sproat  ;  buy  a  col- 
lapsing landing  net  and  a  medium  fish  basket  with 
two  compartments.  If  you  get  enough  fish,  divvy 
with  your  friends  ;  if  you  do  not  get  any,  go  again 
on  the  first  propitious  day.  Above  all,  bo  cheerful. 
'  A  mirthful  heart  smoothes  cracks  in  tlireo-score 
cheeks.'    Selah  1  " 
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Many  are  called,  hut  jew  get  up— especially  this 
weather. 


The  proposed  angling  club  for  the  Wyresdale  dis- 
trict, for,  indeed,  northern  anglers  generally,  has  passed 
from  the  region  of  nebulous  theory  to  the  actuality  of 
accoraplished  fact.  I  hear  from  Mr.  Aiadrew  Henry, 
the  secretary,  that  gentlemen  must  "hurry  up"  if 
they  desire  to  be  enrolled  among  the  125  lucky  mem- 
bers—the numberibeing'striotly  limited.  It  is  safe  to 
prophesy  that  the  club  house,  Springfield,  beautifully 
situated  in  its  own  grounds,  and  with  some  of  the 
finest  fishing  in  England,  will  be  a  favourite  rendezvous 
for  anglers  who  love  beautiful  scenery  and  comfort, 
with  good  sport  and  good  company. 


The  annual  menu  card  of  the  Lychnobite  Society's 
annual  dinner  bore  the  "counterfeit  presentment"  of 
an  angler  with  a  good  bite  and  a  pleased  exprepsion  of 
countenance.  Every  "  Lychno  "  had  a  good  bite  on 
Saturday,  and  each  face  was  beatified.  The  feast  was 
good,  the  company  excellent,  and  the  report  of  the 
society  most  encouraging.  "  Sid,"  always  zealous 
and  l)usinesslike,  is  delighted  with  the  financial 
status  of  the  society  (a  position  improved  by  the 
generosity  of  visitors  on  Saturday),  but  he  is  eager  to 
see  the  members  take  more  interest  in  actual  sport, 
and  he  would  like  to  see  a  better  attendance  at  com- 
mittee meetings.  Well,  this  hint  will  suffice. 
«  *  *  *  * 

Bevenojis  d  nos  moutom.  The  dinner  was,  indeed, 
a  splendid  success.  Elsewhere  a  report  alludes  to  the 
excellent  songs.  I  here  add  a  word  of  thanks  for  the 
admirable  recitation  given  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Bursill,  who, 
as  "  Felix  Penne,"  is  not  altogether  unknown  to 
readers  of  the  Fishing  GazcUe.  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf 
was  in  fine  form,  and  in  his  right  place  among 
printers.  "  If  you  did  not  print,"  said  he,  in  a  genial 
speech,  "  where  should  I  be — a  poor  booKbinder  ?  " 
A  poor  bookbinder  I  shades  of  Roger  Payne  and  other 
masters  of  "  Bibliopegia,"  a  book  bound  by  Mr.  Z.  is 
a  work  of  art  to  be  handed  down  as  an  heirloom. 
Major  Sears  responded  for  "The  Visitors,"  who  all 
enjoyed  themselves,  and  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  was 
humorous  and  effective  in  giving  "  The  Press."  Host, 
officials,  stewards  and  all  came  in  for  well  deserved 
praise,  and  another  "Lychno"  dinner  passed  to  the 
region  of  pleasant  memories. 


"  The  year  is  growing  old  "  as  Perdita  says.  So  am 
I.  So  are  many  of  us.  Then  let  us  gather  rosebuds 
while  we  may — the  rosebuds  of  kindly  greetings  and 
good  wishes.  Do  not  forget  that  much  pleasure  will 
follow  the  distribution  of  such  beautiful  Christmas 
cards  as  can  be  bought  of  Mr.  Blogg,  of  108,  Brixton 
Hill.  The  Christmas  number  of  "The  Publishers' 
Circular,"  gives  a  long  list  of  books  suitable  for 
Christmas  presents — I  have  received  mine :  "  Dove  Dale 
Revisited  " — a  gem.  But  there,  search,  the  advertise- 
ment columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  you  will 
soon  discover  how  to  please  your  friends  by  sending  a 
tangible  token  of  good  will  at  this  season  of  kindly 
thoughtfulness  and  good  fellowship. 


"Red  mullets,"  says  the  Sporting  Times,  "on 
account  of  the  tenuity  of  their  skins,  are  best  cooked 
in  paper  cases.  Make  a  paper  cradle  for  each  fish, 
oiling  it  and  baking  it  for  a  few  minutes  in  order  to 
harden  it.  Sprinkle  the  cradle  with  pepper  and  salt, 
and  lay  on  it  a  piece  of  the  best  fresh  butter.  On  this 
couch  deposit  the  red  mullet,  and  put  a  piece  of  fresh 
butter  over  him.  Arrange  the  paper  cases  in  a  flat 
stewpan,  or  even  in  a  baking  tin,  and  put  them  into 
the  oven  for  twenty  or  thirty  minutes.  At  the  end  of 
this  time  the  mullets,  bedewed  with  lemon  juice,  will 
be  as  pleasant  to  taste  as  lovely  to  look  at.  But  never 
forget,  amid  the  blaze  of  vermilion  tints,  that  the 
true  worth  of  the  fish  resides  not  in  the  glitter  of  his 
skin  but  in  the  dull  brown  of  bis  liver,  which  may 
either  lie  exposed  to  view  in  the  paper  cradle  at  the 
side  of  its  owner,  or  may  be  hidden  from  sight,  as 
precious  virtues  often  are,  in  the  bosom  of  the  mullet." 
[Red  mullets  are  rvhen  cooked  properly  a  really  choice 
dish.  I  have  tasted  them  "  cradled,"  "  coffined,"  and 
"murdered."  As  the  well-known  "Dwarf"  says: 
"  Under  certain  conditions  they  taste  as  if  they  were 
made  of  compressed  sawdust  1  "  To  cook  fish  properly 
is  an  art,  but  the  majority  of  cooks  mul-ef] 

*  Hf  tf  tf  * 

"  How  many  of  my  young  friends,"  says  the  same 
writer,  "  know  the  flavour  of  a  John  Dory,  I  wonder  ? 
Yet  'tis  a  fact — fortunately  known  only  to  a  few — that 
the  gloiy  of  fish  is  a  Dory  graced  with  the  livers  of 
red  mullets.  They  don't  crack  this  wheeze,  mind  you, 
in  the  gilt-edged  hottls,  where  good  old  thumb-marked 
.J.  D.,  like  the  mussel,  the  shrimp,  and  the  starfish,  is 
looked  upon  as  a  '  cheap  and  nasty '  sea-urchin,  and  i-i 
flung  to  the  cat." 


There  is  no  sweeter  fish  that  swims — for  the  Thames 
flounder  must  necessarily  "  swim  "  from  one  feeding- 
pi  ice  to  another — says  "  Rusticus,"  than  these  snow- 
white  fleshed  flat-fish  when  nicely  fried.  The  estuary 
flounder  loves  the  clean  gravels  of,  among  other  places, 
the  stretches  about  and  above  the  Wandsworth  wooden 
bridge,  near  what  is  known  as  "  Jews'-row,"  and  above 
— possibly  right  away  to  Teddington.  Tenacious  of 
life,  your  young  Thames  flounder — fat  even  when  only 
from  four  to  six  ounces  up  to  over  a  pound  weight  — 
has  been  known  to  have  been  left  above  the  receding 
tide  in  the  mud  by  the  moored  river  steamboats,  but 
on  the  re-flow  tide  have  got  their  necessary  element  of 
every  day — and  night — life.  A  fine  catch,  possibly  with 
the  net,  was  made  of  the  flounders  some  few  years 
since  by  a  qualified  fisherman  near  Putney ;  and 
among  the  Thames  netsmen  the  Gibson  family,  one 
member,  at  least,  of  which  is  known  to  Thames 
sculling  fame,  are  among  the  leading  bait  catchers, 
etc.,  as  supplying  the  tackle-retailers. 


Mr.  William  Heardkr  (of  Plymouth)  is  as  much 
of  a  "wag"  as  ever.  He  writes:  "Dear  Dragnet, — 
Your  note  about  the  early  bird  catching  the  worm  is 
different  from  my  version.  A  father  was  telling  his 
son  of  the  advantage  of  early  rising,  and  said,  '  You 
know,  my  son,  the  early  bird  catches  the  worm.'  The 
son  replied,  '  AH  right,  father ;  you  get  up  in  the  early 
morning  and  catch  the  worms,  and  I  will  go  fishing 
with  them  in  the  afternoon.'  You  might  also  let  me 
know  when  Mr.  Marston  has  arranged  for  the  ladies 
to  kiss  the  victorious  fishermen  at  the  competitions, 
because  I  think  I  should  like  to  enter." 


OUR  F.a.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 


Mb.  Peter  Loudon 


Is  a  gentleman  well  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  angler's 
album.  His  picture  is  indeed,  in  the  words  of  an  old- 
time  comic  song,  "worthy  of  a  frame."  Mr.  Loudon 
(he  is  "Peter"  to  his  familiars)  killed  the  record  fish 
of  the  river  Annan  in  Warmanbie  stream.  The  weight 
of  this  splendid  fish  was  50^1b. ;  its  length  was  5i^in., 
and  its  girth  was  2UJin.  'i'ruly  a  beauty,  taken  with 
the  fly,  with  a  fairly  fine  cast,  and  gave  fifty  minutes' 
good  sport  (a  minute  a  pound). 

***** 

Nearly  every  foot  of  the  Solway  has  been  fished 
by  Mr.  Loudon,  who  has  thrown  the  fly  over 
the  Annan,  Esk,  Nith,  and  Eden,  and  not  neglected 
the  Tweed  and  many  other  rivers  I  could  name.  Sea 
trout  have  found  their  way  to  his  creel.  I  could  make 
a  big  catalogue  with  Mr.  Loudon's  doings.  He  made 
the  best  basket  of  trout  this  season  (fifty- six  killed)  in 
one  of  the  Scotch  lochs.  Dry  fly  fishing  in  France  he 
took  thirty-three,  averaging  lib.  each.  He  has  killed 
Thames  trout,  barbel  up  to  111b.,  chub  up  to  5Jlb.,  and 
he  knows  as  much  about  Thames  fishing  as  if  he  had 
planned  the  river  and  stocked  it  himself.  "  Peter  "  is  a 
good  shot  with  the  shot  gun  and  rifle,  and,  like  a  true 
patriot,  he  is  a  member  of  the  London  Scottish  Volun- 
teers. It  remains  but  to  say  that  he  represented 
Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers  at  the  Paris  Exhibition  of 
1900,  and  is  now  manager  of  their  branch  at  5,  South 
St.  David  Street,  Edinburgh. 

An  amusing  scene  took  place  not  long  since  in  a 
rural  police  court.  A  farmer  was  brought  up  charged 
with  ill-treating  one  of  the  farm  hands,  a  poor  idiot, 
he  having  beaten  him  most  unmercifully.  The  defence 
was  that  the  idiot  was  a  thorough  nuisance,  and 
always  doing  mischief  at  v^hatever  he  was  set  to  do. 
Magistrate  (severely) :  Even  so,  it  is  a  shame  to  treat 
the  wretch  like  that.  You  should  remember  that  he 
is  but  a  poor  half-witted  fellow — that  he  is  a  man  like 
you  and  me.  Laughter  in  court,  and  one  or  two  were 
nearly  being  committed, 


A  Dover  correspondent  says  the  Arctic  severity  of 
the  recnnt  weather  has  resulted  in  a  large  number 
of  seals  visiting  the  French  coast  and  the  English 
Channel.  They  are  causing  such  great  destruction 
among  the  fish  that  in  response  to  <he  repreBentations 
of  the  fishermen  the  maritime  authorities  have  given 
instructions  for  a  flotilla  of  torpedo  boats  at  Calais 
and  Dunkirk  to  co-operate  in  destroying  them.  [Here 
uuto  I  set  my  seal.] 


"  The  municipal  progressiveness  of  Glasgow,"  says 
the  Pall  Mall  Gazette,  "is  for  ever  showing  new  sides. 
At  the  police  stations  there  is  not  only  a  room  for  lost 
children,  but  a  tub  for  strayed  fish.  A  fresh-water 
trout,  we  read,  was  seen  drifting  on  the  harbour 
surface  at  Broomielaw  in  a  sickly  condition,  '  but 
quickly  revived  on  being  placed  in  a  bath  of  fresh 
water  at  the  police  station.'  It  is  not  clear  that  the 
detention  was  wholly  therapeutic.  So  reckless  an 
invasion  of  the  lower  Clyde,  besides  being  ill-advised, 
for  obvious  reasons,  may  easily  have  contravened  one 
of  Glasgow's  numerous  regulations.  But  if  salmo 
tridta  comes  before  the  baillie,  it  will  surely  be 
allowed  that  the  offender  has  already  undergone  suffi- 
cient punishment.  At  the  same  time  the  author  of 
such  a  '  smart  capture  '  has  a  very  special  claim  to 
the  customary  compliment." 


Dedicated  to  "  R.  C." 
Oh  I  often  have  I  seen  you  sitting 
On  the  river's  muddy  brink, 
Waiting,  with  a  Job- like  patience, 
For  your  float  and  line  to  sink. 

I  have  seen  you,  gentle  btranger, 
Every  Sunday,  wet  and  fine. 
Pass  on  your  appointed  journey 
With  your  basket,  rod,  and  line. 

I  have  watched  you  oft  returning 
(Ah  I  how  vain  our  morning's  wish) 
"  With  the  scarlet  shafts  of  '  sunset,' 
But,  alas  1  poor  lad,  no — fish." 
Yes,  and  through  the  frosty  winter, 
Through  the  fog  (by  some  called  "squieh") 
You  have  passed  with  crimson  nose-tip, 
But,  I  grieve  to  say,  710  fish. 

April  shine  and  summer  glory, 
(All  a  fisherman  can  wish) 
Finds  you  trudging  slowly  homeward 
With  your  tackle,  but — no  fish. 

Autumn  comes ;  and  still  each  Sunday 
You  your  sturdy  hopes  refresh, 
Starting  out  in  oh  such  triumph  1 
Coming  back  with — yet  no  fish. 

But,  oh  rapture !  late  last  evening 
One  small  fish  it's  home  forsook  I 
And  I  saw  you  passing  proudly" 
With  a  minnoiv  on  your  hook. 

Your  luck  has  changed  1  oh,  noble  victor, 
Changed !  and  tho'  'tis  rather  late. 
Remember  that — "  All  things  come  round 
To  him  who  will  but — 'bait'l"  {even  mumoivs.) 

A  Sympathiser. 


Copenhagen  must  be  an  ideal  city  for  hard-working 
journalists.  A  daily  paper  in  the  Danish  capital 
suspended  publication  during  July,  August,  and  Sep- 
tember in  order  that  the  staff  might  enjoy  a  long 
summer  holiday.  Its  readers  were  told  to  look  for 
its  reappearance  in  October  with  fresh  pleasure  and 
expectation.  [I  often  feel  that  a  good  long  holiday 
would  be  what  Lord  Bacon  called  "a  reasonable 
suggestion,"  but  if  the  Fishing  Gazette  should  be 
suspended  for  three  mouths  it  would  be  no  use  asking 
readers  to  look  out  for  new  features  after  that  period. 
Deprived  of  their  weekly  Fishing  Gazette  many  of 
His  Majesty's  subjects  would  follow  the  Japanese  in 
making  the  happy  despatch.  Many  cannot  fish  during 
a  given  period,  and  if  they  cannot  read  about  fishing 
what  is  there  to  live  for  ?] 


The  negroes  in  the  state  of  Utopia,  U.S.A.,  have  an 
intense  respect  for  the  law.  Sambo  was  fishing  one 
day.  An  official  came  along — "  Do  you  know  you  will 
be  fined  ten  dollars  for  fishing  here  ? "  he  asked. 
"  Golly,  no  !  "  said  the  poor  black,  "  I  shall  neber  be 
able  to  raise  de  money  " — and  he  threw  himself  in  the 
water — and  was  drowned. 


■  A  most  fashionable  "  doggy  "  event  is  to^take  place 
at  the  Royal  Aquarium  next  Thursday  ;  it  will  partake 
the  character  of  a  farewell  canine  event.  It  will  be 
the  largest  dog  show  ever  held  there,  and  will  embrace 
all  breeds. 


"  Mv  dear  girl,"  said  a  fond  father  to  his  daughter, 
"  surely  you  are  not  going  to  take  all  these  trunks  to 
Bournemouth  with  jouV"  Girl:  "Yes,  papa,  and 
they  are  few  enough."  Papa :  "  But  what  in  the 
world  have  you  got  in  'em?"  Girl:  "Bait,  papa." 
And  he  collapsed.  Dragnet. 
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"VERY  LIKE  A  WHALE." 


Dear  Dragjtet, — You  pay  me  the  compliment  of 
indicating  in  your  note  that  you  would  be  glad  to 
hear  from  me  during  the  coming  gay  and  festive 
season,  and  I  at  first  resolved  upon  proving  my 
appreciation  by  calling  upon  you  and  warbling 
sweet  warbles  ;  but  I  am  sure  if  you  had  once  heard 
me  it  would  now  be  a  source  of  considerable  gratifi- 
cation to  you  to  learn  that  I  shall  be  unable  to 
solace  you  with  song,  and  neither  shall  I  be  able  to 
offer  you  an  instrumental  solo,  for  the  reason  that 
neither  my  bagpipes  nor  my  kitchen  bellows  are  in 
order.  So,  as  a  fend  to  what  I  might  euphemisti- 
cally term  the  "  serious  section  "  of  your  Christmas 
Number,  I  beg  to  ask  if  a  few  words  of  necessarily 
a  frivolous  nature  from  yours  truly  will  be  excusable, 
permissible,  and  acceptable?  Assuming  this  is 
thus,  there  will  be  one  of  three  courses  open  to  me — I 
might  either  propound  you  a  conimdrum,  tell  you  a 
fairy  tale,  or  spin  you  a  veracious  yarn  ;  and  as 
veracity  is  my  strong  point,  and  I  have  a  reputation 
for  truthfulness  to  maintain,  I  think  I  will,  with 
your  permission,  elect  the  latter.  I  will  spin 
you  a  yarn  of  veracious  veracity,  and  prove, 
perhaps  unnecessarily,  yet  once  again  that  truth  is 
indeed  stranger  than  fiction.  The  selection  of  my 
subject  will  afford  me  no  difficulty  whatever,  it 
being  simply  a  case  of  "  Hobson's  choice,"  as  the 
only  thing  of  a  piscatorial  nature  that  I  happen  to 
have  concealed  about  my  sacred  person  is  a  little 
truthful  tragic  poem,  entitled  "  A  Tale  of  a  Whale," 
written  (I  have  been  credibly  informed)  by  a  talented 
member  of  certain  well-known  angling  societies  ; 
but,  unfortimately,  for  some  occult  reason,  it  is  not 
permissible  for  me  to  establish  his  identity  more 
closely.  But  if  I  may  not  giv^e  you  the  name  of  this 
worthy  scribe,  I  think  I  might,  without  betraj'ing 
confidence,  venture  to  tell  you  under  what  circum- 
stances this  classic  was  composed 

Well,  I  wrote  this  poem  some  time  since,  in  antici- 
pation of  a  possible  competition  for  the  then  vacant 
Laureateship,  but  owing  to  a  slight  misunderstand- 
ing that  occurred  at  the  moment,  that  competition 
never  came  on  ;  consequently  that  competition 
never  came  off,  and,  as  you  are  well  aware,  a  certain 
brother  pote  was  put  up  to  keep  the  seat  warm  in 
the  meantime.  Now,  notwithstanding  the  un- 
doubted mediocrity  of  my  work,  I  claim  that  it 
possesses  a  decided  advantage  over  the  majority  of 
productions  of  a  similar  nature,  inasmuch  as  I  deal 
strictly  with  facts — 

And  that  my  facts  are  strictly  true  you  safely  may 
believe. 

For  I  shouldn't,  an'  I  wouldn't,  cause  I  couldn't 
you  deceive. 

I  have  taken  for  my  theme  an  incident  or  rather 
adventure  that  befell  a  friend  of  mine  during  his 
summer  vacation  at  a  little  fishing  village  named 
Leigh,  near  Southend,  where,  availing  himself  of  the 
opportunity  offered,  he  spent  a  day  or  two  on  board 
a  shrimping  trawler  in  company  with  a  local  fisher- 
man. On  his  return  this  little  bud  of  a  landsman 
had  blossomed  into  a  full-blown,  weather-beaten 
old  salt,  and  reported  that  while  cruising  round  the 
"Nore  he  had  seen  some  whales. 

He  got  unmercifully  chaffed  by  his  friends  in  con- 
sequence of  his  statement ;  the  most  unkind  in- 
sinuations were  thrown  out,  and  finally  the  parti- 
culars of  the  case  were  handed  over  to  me  for  diag- 
nosis and  surgical  treatment.  And  now,  proceed- 
ing with  my  yarn,  I  will  endeavour  to  tell  the  tale 
as  no  doubt  my  friend  the  "Hero  "  would  himself 
have  told  it. 

With  the  best  of  all  good  wishes.— I  am,  yours 
faithfully,  J.  Martin  Dickins. 

A  TALE  OF  A  WHALE. 
What  cheer,  my  lads  !  good  luck  to  yer  ;  I  hope  yer 
hearty  be. 

That's  my  complaint — lor'  bless  yer,  boys,  there's 

never  much  ails  me, 
'Cept  a  dryness  in  the  neck  I  always  get  when 

fust  ashore  ; 

An'  I'm  just  come  off  the  ocean  ! — been  a-cruisin' 

round  the  Nore, 
An'  bein'safe  in  port,  I  thought  as  how  I'd  come  along 
An'  smoke  a  pipe  an'  drink  a  glass,  which  wouldn't 

take  me  long. 
An',  lor'  the  tales  aa  I  could  tell — o'  storms  thro' 

which  I've  been. 
An'  o'  dangers  I've  escaped  from  and  o'  sights  as 

I  a'  seen — 

Lor',  yer  never  'Id  believe  'em  if  yer  didn't  know  as  I 
Was  a  member  of  an  angling  club,  an'  couldn't  tell 
a  lie. 

So  if  as  how  just  now  yer'd  like  to  hear  a  sailor's  yarn, 
An'  pass  the  word,  I'll  spin  yer  one,  an'  then,  my 

lads,  yer'U  larn 
|If  for  a  bit  yer'll  anchor  as  I  on  my  tongue  set  sail) 
riie  facts  of  all  a&  happened  when  I  whipped  that 

whoppin'  wlutle. 


Maybe  yer  knows  the  district,  boys — 'twas  on  that 
ragin'  sea 

That  beats  the  shore  with  fearsome  roar  just  oft 

the  Nore,  by  Leigh. 
We  was  sailin'  on  the  briny,  and  the  stormy  winds 

did  blow. 

But  'eedless  o'  the  'urrikin  along  we  fearless  go. 
For  the  dangers  of  the  ocean  had  no  terror,  boys, 
yer  see. 

For  me  nor  mates  as  shrimping  went  away  to  sea 
at  Leigh. 

The  storm  too  wild  to  shoot  our  nets,  there  wasn't 
much  to  do. 

So  we  took  ourselves  to  drinkin' — (Oh,  we  was  a 

boosey  crew  !), 
An'  down  our  necks  we  run  the  rum  till  every  Jack 

aboard, 

The  downright  honest  truth  to  tell,  got  drunk  as 
any  lord  ; 

'Ceipt  one  old  tar — that's  me,  d'yer  see  ;  my  weather 

eye  kept  bright, 
Tho'  stowed  with  grog  from  stem  to  starn,  /  never 

could  get  tight. 
My  shipmates,  tho',  was  settled,  an'  had  all  dropped 

off  to  sleep, 

So  I,  in  coursa  in  duty  bound,  a  sharp  look-out 

must  keep  ; 

So  I  lowers  just  a  nip  o'  rum  for  comfort,  then  I 
thinks 

As  the  spell  would  be  a  long  'un  I  would  fust  have 
forty  winks. 

The  forty  done,  I  takes  my  glass  an'  claps  it  to  my 
eye, 

An'  looks  to  nor',  sou',  east,  and  west,  but  nothin'  ■ 
could  espy  ; 

Till,  all  at  once,  around  the  craft,  a-rovin'  wild  an' 
free, 

I  see'd  about  a  thousand  whales  a-sportin'  in  the  sea. 
Hullo,  I  say  !    I'm  in  luck's  way  ! — and  then  I 

solemn  swored 
That,  blow  ma  tight,  afore  the  night,  I'd  have  a 

whale  aboard  ; 
So  I  lowers  just  a  nip  o'  rum  an'  takes  one  glance 

around, 

An'  then  I  pitches  overboard — a  whaler,  outward 
bound  ! 

Well,  I  swims  out  to  the  biggest  of  the  beauties 

when  I  rose — 
Lor'  !  he'd  got  a  fin  more'n  ten  foot  long  a-growing 

on  his  nose  ; 

His  eyes  was  big  as  cart  wheels,  an'  his  mouth  a  'bus 
would  hold  ; 

But  straight  I  goes  to  tackle  him,  as  would  a  sailor ' 
bold. 

But  when  I  swims  aside  him  there  was  suthin'  in  his 

eye 

Which  tells  me  'twas  a  atiffish  sort  o'  job  I'd  come 
to  try  ; 

But  I  weren't  a  bit  afear'd  like,  so  I  goes  for  Mr. 
Whale 

Like  a  streak  o'  greasy  lightnin',  an'  I  got  him  by 
the  tail. 

But  the  whale  he  sort  o'  sniggered  like,  an'  then  he 

winked  his  eye. 
Then  with  his  tail  he  gives  a  jerk,  an'  chucks  me  in 

the  sky  ! 

(A  mile  or  more  it  must  a'  been),  an'  on  my  journey 
back 

I  heard  them  whales  a-laughin'  just  as  though  their 

sides  they'd  crack. 
An'  my  old  beauty  worst  of  all — his  mouth  waa  open 

wide. 

When  down  I  fell,  head  first,  pell  mell,  a-landin' 
well  inside. 

Well,  then,  oh  lor',  ho  closed  hia  jaw  and  shut  mo 
in  the  dark. 

An'  gives  a  sort  o'  chuckle  like,  he  thinks  it  quite 
a  lark  ; 

For  he'd  got  a  dainty  morsel  near  his  throstle,  that 
was  ine  ! 

An'  I  know'd  as  how  he  meant  me  as  a  tasty  bit  for 
tea. 

Well,  I  were  a  little  skeered  like,  that  I  freely  will 

confess. 

For  you  see  I  felt  as  how  as  I  was  in  a  jolly  mess  ; 
But  sailors,  as  is  well  beknown,  they  never  does 
say  die. 

So  to  scheme  a  plan  for  liberty,  thinks  I,  I'll  have 
a  try. 

Now,  when  I  wants  to  think  a  bit  and  in  the  mud 
I'm  stuck, 

I  sits  me  down  just  quiet  like  an'  gives  my  pipe  a 
suck  ; 

So  straight  I  gets  my  baccy  out,  an'  then  I  strikes  a 
light, 

An'  starts  at  once  to  blow  a  cloud  with   all  my 
blessed  might. 

Now,  I  hadn't  more  nor  half  a  pipe  o'  baccy  blown 
•  to  smoke. 

When  I  felt  a  sort  o'  heaviu'  like,  em'  thought  the 
whale  'Id  choke. 


His  snorts  was  suthin'  awful,  but  he'd  had  enough 
o'  me, 

So  ho  blew  a  blast,  an'  with  the  smoke  he  blowed  me 
in  the  sea. 

My  dander  now  was  fairly  up — I  gives  a  battle-cry  ; 

I  never  asks  no  quarter,  for  I  know'd  'twas  do  or  die  ! 

When,  mad  with  rage  ho  goes  for  me  ;  I  dodged 
him,  never  fear. 

An'  managed  just  to  land  him  one  aVjaft  the  star- 
board ear. 

The  day  sped  on,  but  still  we  fought,  an'  p'r'aps  yer 

may  have  read, 
For  miles  the  shore  was  red  with  gore — we  both 

was  nearly  dead  ; 
But  ne'er  a  one  'uld  cry  "  a  go  "  ;  it  was  an  awful 

sight  ; 

But  time's  too  short  to  tell  yer  all  about  that 
fearful  fight. 

So  let  it  be  enough  for  m3  to  cut  it  short  to  say 
The  whale  at  length  chucked  up  the  sponge,  with 

me  the  victory  lay. 
My  prize  I  took  aboard  with  me,  but  true  as  I'm 

alive, 

To  gain  his  freedom  once .  again  he  soraahow  did 
contrive  ; 

But  how  he  managed  to  escape's  a  mystery  I  own  ; 
But  when  I  wjke  mxl  morninj  my  pretty  bird  had 
flown. 

My  shipmates  all  pooh-pooh  my  yarn  ;  thay  always 

say  ^tW2s  me. 
Not  thorn,  got  boosed,  an'  dreamt  this  tale  o'  them 

there  whales  at  Leigh  ; 
But  tho'  I'm  poor,  I'm  honest,  an'  I  couldn't  tall  a 

lie 

If  ever  I  sliould  want  to — so  I  doesn't  often  try. 

J.  Martix  Dickins, 


LYCHXOBITE  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society  took  placa 
on  Saturday  (Dec.  6)  at  tho  Cow  and  Calf  Tavern, 
Eastcheap,  and  was,  as  usual  with  all  the  society's 
functions,  a  distinct  success. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  ("Dragnet"),  of  the  Fishing 
Oazetle,  presided,  and  for  tho  ninth  year  most  ably 
manipulated  tho  holm  of  the  good  ship  "  Lychno." 
Mr.  John  Lees,  who  kindly  offioiated  as  vice-chairman, 
was  all  that  could  ba  desired,  and  both  gentlemen  are 
to  be  congratulated  on  the  general  result  of  the  whole 
concern.  A  most  distinguished  and  distinctly  representa- 
tive company  was  present,  and  included  the  illite  of 
the  journalistic  and  angling  fraternity.  Among  those 
present  were  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  Mr.  Robert 
Stanley,  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  ("  Old  Izaak  "),  Mr.  R.  G. 
Woodruff  (sec.  A. A.),  Mr.  G.  R.  Clarke,  Mr.  Gavan 
Heron,  Mr.  R.  Stanton,  Mr.  PiUey  (sec.  B.S.A.S.),  Mr. 
Milliken,  Mr.  Horace  Howard,  Mr.  H.  Hcmmings, 
Mr.  A.  Morgan,  Mr.  Rickards,  Mr.  Spelling,  Mr. 
Meyrick,  Mr.  Sid  Cotgrove  (of  Leigh),  and  a  host  of 
other  well-known  friends,  whose  mention  space  only 
forbids.  Messages  were  also  received  from  many 
gentlemen  unable  to  be  present,  including  Mr.  W.  J. 
Wade  (Central  Association),  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews  (the 
colleague  of  the  late  respected  Cormac  O'Dowd),  Mr. 
Scard  (of  Holywell  Ferry),  and  Mr.  Louis  Chaplais 
(from  headquarters),  etc.  The  dinner,  most  admirably 
served  by  Mr.  A.  V.  Wrigglesworth,  deserved  and 
received  full  justice  from  the  assembled  Lychnos  and 
their  friends,  after  which  an  excellent  musical  pro- 
gramme was  proceeded  with,  the  list  of  artists 
including  some  of  the'  best  known  London  talent. 
Among  those  who  appeared  were  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr. 
Stretton,  Mr.  Arthur  Loman,  Mr.  Will  Karno,  funny 
Tom  Mulroy,  and  Charlie  Bagman,  who  thoroughly 
deserved  the  applause  they  received.  Mr.  Sid  Cotgrove 
sang  "  Grace  Darling"  as  only  a  seaman  like  himself 
can  sing  it,  and  Mr.  Harry  Young  (late  of  Carl  Rosa) 
rendered  "  A  Soldier's  Song  "  in  excellent  style,  while 
Mr.  H.  A.  Sullivan  ("The  Mick")  favoured  the 
audience  with  a  "  thrifle  "  of  his  native  brogue.  Mr. 
Harry  Doyle  at  the  piano  most  ably  conducted  the 
whole. 

Some  interesting  speeches  were  delivered  by  Mr.  T. 
Crumplen  ("Old  Izaak"),  "Dragnet,"  Mr.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf,  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  and  Mr.  George 
Read  Clarke.  Some  generous  donations  were  added 
to  the  society's  prize  list,  Mr.  Wrigglesworth  giving 
splendid  gold  medal  for  competition  in  the  coming 
season.  The  prize-winners  for  the  past  year  were 
Mr.  N.  Martin  (gold  medal),  Mr.  W.  Diueen,  Mr. 
P.  Whittle,  Mr.  H.  A.  Sullivan,  Mr.  G.  Martin,  Mr. 
A.  C.  Cannell  (president),  Mr.  Povey,  and  Mr.  Skinner. 

The  thanks  of  all  concerned  are  due  to  Mr.  L. 
Swalthy,  Mr.  Cannell,  Mr.  Povey,  and  Mr.  Skinner 
for  their  excellent  management  of  affairs,  and  also  to 
Mr.  Wrigglesworth  for  his  attendance  under  difficulties 
which  could  not  be  avoided  (which  means  that  he 
accommodated  more  than  twenty  over  the  number 
estimated  for).  "Auld  Lang  Syne,"  with  the  usual 
grip  of  friendship,  brought  to  a  conclusion  one  of  the 
most  successful  meetings  of  the  Lychnobite  Angling 
Society. — SiD  Ransom,  Hon.  Sec. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  mooting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  hold  at  the  headquarters  on 
Thursday  evening  last  (Dec.  4).  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided. 
The  meeting  was  fully  attended.  The  secretary 
read  several  letters  bearing  upon  the  alleged  mis- 
conduct of  anglers  during  the  last  season  at 
Kemsey,  but  the  letters  went  to  show  that  the 
charges  were  not  made  against  the  members  of  the 
association,  but  those  outside  the  association.  The 
report  to  a  certain  extent  was  satisfactory,  but  the 
committee  decided  to  still  continue  their  investigations 
and  if  possible  find  out  the  persons  to  whom  the 
wrong  is  attributable  to.  This  is  a  wise  step,  as  if  some- 
thing is  not  done  in  the  way  indicated  the  open  and 
free  fishing  in  certain  districts  will  be  closed  to  the 
members  of  the  association.  A  now  society,  the  St. 
Anne's,  was  enrolled ;  Mr,  T.  Coles  informed  the  meeting 
that  he  would  place  his  water  scheme  before  the 
general  body  of  delegates  at  the  next  general  meeting. 
A  medal  was  presented  to  Mr.  L.  Brown,  of  the 
St.  George's  Society,  for  taking  a  specimen  fish 
in  the  late  contest  at  Tewkesbury.  We  have 
had  some  very  wintry  weather  since  my  last 
notes  wore  forwarded — sharp  frosts  and  some  of  the 
small  pools  have  been  frozen  over ;  skating  has  been 
indulged  in.  But  now  the  weather  has  changed,  and 
the  frost  has  to  some  extent  left  us.  This  has  for  a 
time  put  a  stop  to  angling,  but  if  the  present  weather 
continues  sport  will  commence  again  by  the  time 
these  notes  are  in  print.  Previous  to  the  frost  setting 
in  some  good  sport  was  had  with  the  pike ;  Mr.  E. 
Wright,  secretary  of  the  West  Bromwich  Club,  caught  a 
nice  fish,  which  turned  the  scale  at  151b.,  from  the  Earl 
of  Dartmouth's  pool  at  Patshull  Park ;  the  fish  has 
been  sent  to  bo  set  up  for  his  club.  S^jade  Mill  Pool, 
at  Sutton  Park,  has  been  fished  with  success ;  one 
gentleman  caught  thirty-three  pike  there  lately,  but 
they  ran  small.  The  Dudley  Club  have  rented  a 
portion  of  the  Severn  between  Bewdley  and  Stourport ; 
other  clubs  are  looking  out  for  water  on  the  Severn. 
Some  very  good  perch  have  been  taken  by  the  members 
of  the  Dudley  Club  lately ;  they  have  sent  two  fish, 
one  of  31b.  and  the  other  Spb.,  to  be  set  up.  At  the 
rate  this  club  is  going  on  they  will  very  soon  have  one 
of  the  best  collections  of  fish  in  the  Midlands, 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Very  little  angling  has  been  practicable  this  week 
owing  to  the  wintry  weather.  Many  of  the  Fen  drains 
have  been  frozen  up,  and  others  which  have  not  been 
affected  by  the  frost  have  been  in  a  state  of  flood,  con- 
sequent upon  last  week's  heavy  rainstorms.  In  some 
places,  too,  snow  has  been  lying  deeply  on  the  ground, 
so  that  trolling  has  almost  been  a  matter  of  impossi- 
bility. We  were  badly  wanting  a  flush,  as  roach  fish- 
ing had  become  most  uninteresting.  Those  who  had 
sallied  forth  in  quest  of  the  red  fins  found  themselves 
•  so  utterly  handicapped  by  their  inactivity  that  they 
have  come  homo  in  disgust.  Fishermen  who  patronised 
the  trolling  rod  before  the  frost  did  very  well  amongst 
pike — in  fact,  that  was  the  only  branch  of  angling  that 
was  at  all  remunerative.  A  thaw  set  in  on  Dec.  7, 
and  as  it  continued  at  the  time  of  writing  (Tuesday 
evening),  there  is  every  prospect  of  sport  being  resumed 
towards  the  end  of  this  week. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT, 

The  Oxonian  Angling  Association,  of  Hull,  held  their 
annual  tea  and  concert  at  the  Grapes,  Lune-street, 
when  over  sixty  anglers  assembled,  and  a  very  pleasant 
evening]spent  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  T.  Gampton  ; 
during  the  evening  the  aggregate  and  other  prizes 
won  in  the  past  season  of  1902  were  presented,  Mr.  C. 
Turner  being  the  recipient  of  the  club's  gold  medal  for 
most  points ;  and  Messrs.  J.  Dresser,  W.  C.  Cox,  G. 
Botterill,  and  J.  Gould  were  also  presented  with 
prizes.  Tlie  Globe  A.  S.  al.so  held  their  annual 
concert  at  headquarters  the  other  evening,  which  was 
a  very  successful  affair,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr. 
Tom  Barker,  Mr.  J.  Forston  ably  assisting  in  the  vice- 
chair.  The  Central  Hull  Angling  Association  held 
their  annual  meeting  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel 
on  Tuesday  evening  (Dec.  2),  and  elected  their 
executive  for  1SJ03,  Mr.  E.  T.  Wilcox  being  voted  to 
the  presidential  chair ;  Mr.  J.  Woodall,  vice-president ; 
Mr.  W.  J.  Barker,  treasurer  ;  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Simmonds, 
hon.  secretary  ;  Mr.  Fred.  Phillipson  being  appointed 
clerk  of  the  scales  for  the  season. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

On  Dec.  8,  the  Lcvcnshulme  Angling  Society  had  a 
"  Scotch"  night,  Mr.  TuUy  providing  the  programme, 
which  was  admittedly  Al,  The  next  item  of  the 
winter  evenings  is  a  lecture  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Robinson, 
on  "Fishing  in  the  Shctlands."  The  last  committee 
meeting  of  the  Warrington  Anglers'  Association  was 
liti    important    one.    The  rules,  as  revised,  were 


accepted  and  confirmed.  For  the  future  all  sub- 
scriptions must  be  paid  by  June  30  in  each  year. 
Specimen  fish  can  be  weighed  at  any  properly  consti- 
tuted club-house.  Members  are  not  to  use  more  than 
two  rods  when  fishing  association  waters.  "  The  fees 
for  fishing  waters  considered  to  be  free  to  members 
are  raised  from  Is.  to  Is.  6d.  a  day."  The  annual 
meeting  is  fixed  for  Jan.  8  at  the  Druids'  Hall.  There 
was  a  gigantic  "  bust  "  at  the  Ringo'  Bells  to  officially 
welcome  the  Challenge  Shield.  The  guests  included 
several  prominent  association  officials  and  others. 
The  proceedings  are  described  in  two  words— "  most 
enjoyable." 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

At  present  our  chief  occupation  is  negotiating 
meetings  either  of  a  business  or  social  character. 
An  important  circular  has  been  issued  by  the  Ardwick 
Angling  Society  to  the  effect  that  for  the  future  the 
headquarters  of  the  club  will  be  at  the  Rifleman  Inn, 
Union-street,  and  the  meetings  on  Tuesday,  and  not 
Wednesday  as  previously.  The  annual  meeting  will 
be  held  on  Dec.  16,  when  the  usual  routine  business 
will  be  dealt  with.  On  Dec.  18,  Mr.  Alf  Shepherd,  the 
new  host,  is  entertaining  the  members  at  supper.  The 
Star  Angling  Society,  Openshaw,  had  a  social  on 
Dec.  9,  Mr.  Chegwin  presiding.  They  resume  their 
ordinary  meetings  on  Dec.  IG.  The  Victoria  Angling 
Society,  Longsight,  have  held  the  10th  annual  meeting 
and  elected  officers,  the  Rev.  C.  P.  Roberts  is  the 
president,  and  the  hon.  see.  is  Mr.  V.  Hothersall, 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  been|intensely  cold  for  over  a  week, 
and  few  anglers  have  ventured  out.  The  flood  water 
on  the  Trent  disappeared  very  rapidly,  and  on  Wed- 
nesday the  river  was  running  in  good  condition  for 
either  pike  or  chub  fishing.  Members  of  the  City  Welling- 
ton Society  tried  the  Shardlow  backwaters  and  other 
rests  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  for  esox,  and  landed  four 
or  five  small  fish  amongst  them.  At  Kelham.on  Monday, 
Mr.  C.  Ridgard  and  Mr.  H.  Ridgard  caught  half  a 
dozen,  and  several  were  brought  up  from  Shelford  and 
Stoke.  Recently  a  'splendid  specimen  of  13Jlb.  was 
taken  from  Trent  Lake  by  a  local  sportsman  hailing 
from  New  Sawley.  General  angling  on  the  Trent  with 
worm  and  gentles  has  been  very  poor,  in  consequence, 
mainly,  of  the  cold  temperature  of  the  water, 
combined  with  the  piercing  winds  raging  from 
the  north-east.  Pike  bait  continues  to  be  un- 
usually scarce.  Last  week-end  Messrs.  S.  AUcock 
and  Co.,  of  the  Standard  Works,  Redditch,  sent 
me  one  of  the  new  Coxon  "Aerial"  reels,  with  alu- 
minium back,  for  trial ;  I  have  not,  however,  been 
on  the  river  for  some  days,  in  consequence  of  suffering 
from  a  severe  cold.  I  have  shown  the  new  reel  to  a 
large  number  of  angling  friends — all  first-class  mani- 
pulators of  the  centre-pin — and  they  were  loud  in 
their  praises  of  its  remarkable  lightness  and  superb 
mechanism.  It  is,  indeed,  a  work  of  art,  and  reflects 
the  highest  credit  on  Messrs.  AUcock's  skilled  workmen. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Very  cold  weather  returned  the  middle  of  this  week, 
easterly  winds  blowing  roughly  in  most  districts.  The 
Meteorological  Office  reported  the  probability  of  a 
prolongation  of  these  winds  over  our  islands  generally, 
and  anglers  will  gather  what  comfort  is  obtainable 
from  the  announcement.  As  the  rains  of  last  week 
were  not  to  any  great  extent  renewed,  the  opening  of 
the  present  week  found  the  flooded  waters  nicely  sub- 
siding and  resuming  their  natural  colour.  The  Swale, 
which  rapidly  rises  and  as  quickly  runs  down,  afforded 
good  sport  to  grayling  fishers  whilst  the  spell  of  frost 
lasted.  Portions  of  the  Ure  also  j'ielded  enjoyable 
pastime,  both  graj'ling,  pike,  roach,  and  chub  having 
been  caught.  Experiences  of  rodmen  along  the 
Wharfe  side  appear  to  have  been  more  adverse  than  on 
the  banks  of  other  waters,  and  the  high  winds  of 
this  week  have  not  been  reassuring.  Frosty  weather 
would  be  most  acceptable  if  the  streams  were  in  good 
trim.  The  hope  of  bottom  fishers  lies  in  cold  weather, 
more  especially  with  regard  to  chub.  The  Derwent  is 
a  favourite  resort  of  chub  anglers,  who  will  be  pleased 
to  hear  that  the  nuisance  arising  from  foreign  matter 
proceeding  from  the  sand  pits  between  Hutton  Ambo 
and  Castle  Howard  is  being  abated  by  the  owners^of 
the  pits,  who  trust  that  in  the  future  anglers  will  have 
no  cause  to  complain.  Before  the  rough  weather  set  in 
this  week  some  good  fish  were  caught  in  the  Driffield 
Canal  and  the  upper  stretches  of  the  river;  Hull  with 
live  bait  and  spinning. 

NOTESi  FROM  IRELAND. 

Hard,  cold  weather,  with  occasional  frost,  has  been 
generally  experienced  throughout  the  country  since 
last  notes.  The  accounts  from  the  spawning  rivers 
are  generally  of  a  satisfactory  nature,  though  poaching 
has  taken  place  here  and  there.  The  spawning  season 
is  now  well  advanced,  and  taken  all  round  the  reports 
show  that  the  numbers  of  fish  on  the  principal  spawn- 
ing rivers  compare  favourably  with  those  of  past 
seasons.  Sea  angling  continues  practically  suspended 
at  all  the  principal  stations  owing  to  the  very  cold 


weather.  Should  the  weather  improve  it  is  probable 
that  the  professional  fishermen  will  go  out  after 
whiting  and  other  fish,  and  should  they  be  successful 
good  prices  are  certain  to  be  had  during  Christmas— 
a  time  when  fresh  fish  is  usually  scarce.  Very  little 
has  been  seen  of  mackerel  recently,  but  herrings  are 
reported  numerous  at  a  few  places  along  the  southern 
and  south-western  coasts.  Hake  are  reported  numerous 
in  the  Snoem  district. 


^infcr  in  i\)c  ilod^. 

"Winter  fairly  !  "  Seven  inches  of  snow  in  and 
around  Balmoral  and  lower  down,  while  a  severe 
frost  holds  the  coast  lands,  has  plunged  us  into 
the  teeth  of  an  early  winter.  Good  !  Better  a 
December  storm  or  two  before  Christmas  than 
unseasonable  ones  later  on. 


An  early  winter  is  always  good  for  the  succeeding 
angling  season,  both  for  salmon  and  trout.  The 
corries  are  filled  with  the  drift  and  snow,  and 
miniature  glaciers  formed  which  keep  up  the 
rivers  when  the  late  spring  and  summer  droughts 
set  in. 

Tlie  rivers  are  again  falling  in  before  the  adaman- 
tine march  of  King  Frost.  But  for  nigh  a  fort- 
night they  have  been  running  high — "  mountains 
high  " — and  the  beds  and  banks  have  got  a  much 
needed  clean  out. 


Scarcely  has  one  season  closed  when  the  near 
approach  of  Christmas  heralds  the  coming  of 
another,  for  on  Jan.  9  the  first  Scotch  water  will 
be  again  open  for  salmon  angling,  and  the  mighty 
Tay  system,  except  the  Earn  on  Jan.  15. 


A  whale  67  feet  long  has  been  washed  ashore, 
dead,  on  the  Sands  of  Forvie,  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Ythan.  The  famous  Tay  whale,  which  measured 
47  feet,  was  thus  20  feet  shorter  than  the  dead 
monster  now  thrown  up. 

Curlers  are  looking  forward  with  great  glee  to  an 
early  advent  of  the  "  roaring "  game,  and  anti- 
cipate a  favourable  season  from  their  point  of  view. 
The  popular  yoimg  laird  of  Skene  House,  Captain 
Hamilton,  just  home  from  the  front,  is  forming 
a  new  club,  and  has  presented  it  with  eight  pairs 
of  curling  stones  to  begin  with. 

Heavy  rods  such  as  were  used  in  our  fathers' 
and  grandfathers'  time  are  not  now  eisked  for ; 
seventeen  and  eighteen-foot  rods  are  the  order  of 
the  day  on  the  Dee,  where  there  is  often  a  lot  of  long 
casting.  There  is  something  in  the  lift  of  a  long 
rod  that  is  lost  in  the  smaller  sizes — but  then  the 
tear  and  wear  involved,  and  the  back-ache  to  the 
man  only  out  for  a  day. 


For  my  part  I  have  worked  off  and  on  for  nigh 
thirty  years  on  two  sizes — a  light  thirteen-foot  for 
all  chances  vmder  61b.  (and  I  have  killed  fish  of  151b. 
with  same  rod),  and  a  seventeen-foot  for  salmon. 
Of  com-se  I  refer  to  fly-fishing  only. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  season  I  came  across  an 
ancient  mariner — beg  pardon,  angler  ! — lashing  out 
with  a  nineteen-foot  pole.  Every  cast,  to  my  mind, 
was  like  tossing  the  caber.  Yet  he  could  throw, 
and  seemed  to  enjoy  it.  Nothing  would  induce 
him  to  try  a  lighter  one,  and  he  had  some  half-dozen 
or  so  at  home — birthday  presents,  etc. — but  no 
good  to  him.  It  was  second  nature  to  cling  to  the 
old  pole.  Special  Scotch. 


YORKSHIRE  FISHERY  BOARD. 


A  SPECIAL  meeting  of  the  above  board  was  held 
last  Saturday  at  the  Station  Hotel,  York.  The  Earl 
of  Harewood  presided,  and  there  were  also  present 
Lord  Deramore,  the  Hon.  G.  Lascelles,  Mr.  W.  H. 
St.  Quintin,  the  Rev.  W  H.  Higgins,  Mr.  A.  F. 
Burton,  Mr.  C.  F.  Walker,  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Jones 
(secretai-y).  The  last-named  was  appointed  return- 
ing officer  for  the  election  of  two  representative 
members  of  the  board  in  the  event  of  a  contest. 
Captain  Duimington  Jefferson  and  Colonel  Philip 
Saltmarsh  were  there  recommended  to  the  electors. 
The  applications  for  yearling  trout  were  then  con- 
sidered. The  Hon.  G.  Lascelles  said  it  was  an  im- 
usually  early  time  for  that  business,  and  he  doubted 
the  wisdom  of  making  grants  at  that  meeting. 
They  would  be  sure  to  receive  several  more  applica- 
tions before  February,  and  from  their  experience  of 
last  summer  there  was  no  danger  in  moving  the 
trout  at  a  very  much  later  period.  They  must  give 
every  consideration,  in  fact  preference,  for  requests 
of  fldh  from  cluba  of  srtiaana  and  working  men^ 
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Mr.  Jones  said  he  had  up  to  now  received  appHca- 
tions  from  ten  clubs,  none  of  which  apphed  last  year. 
Mr.  St.  Quintin  pointed  out  that  the  present  was 
the  best  time  for  obtaining  the  fish,  and  on  his 
motion,  seconded  by  the  Hon.  G.  Lascelles,  the 
secretary  was  instructed  to  pvirchase  the  same 
munber  of  yearling  trout  as  last  year,  but  that  the 
applications  for  their  distribution  should  be  con- 
Bidered  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  board  in 
February,  1903.  J.  E.  Miller. 


betters  to  the  Ebftor* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


"GEAND  SEA  PISHING  AT  FOWEY." 
Deab  Sib, — "  W.  R.  G."  still  keeps  a  discreet 
silence  over  his  late  feat  on  Oct.  24,  described  in 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  8,  when  with  two  friends 
he  caught  in  the  tideway,  at  the  depth  of  150ft., 
forty-three  pollack,  weighing  4141b.,  one  of  the  party 
using  no  lead,  and  the  other  two  using  only  light 
ones. 

I  notice  that  "  W.  B.  G."  in  last  week's  Fishing 
Gazette  indirectly  answers  my  query  by  advising  the 
us©  of  an  extra  strong  sea  rod,  strong  plaited  hemp 
line,  double  gut  traces,  and  leads  from  2oz.  to  6oz. 
This  hardly  agrees  with  a  little  rod,  single  gut,  thin 
lines,  and  no  leads,  or  only  light  ones.  Personally, 
I  find  the  tine  cotton  lines  of  the  Manchester  Cotton 
Company  are  perfect  for  this  sort  of  fishing,  and  I 
use  Jardine  leads  on  the  line,  taking  a  half  hitch 
at  each  end,  which  prevents  their  coming  off  ;  and 
yet  they  can  be  instantly  changed  for  different 
weights  to  suit  the  state  of  the  tide,  the  finer  the 
line  the  less  weight  being  required.  I  have  been  a 
subscriber  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  a  great  number 
of  years,  and  I  suppose  spend  six  months  out  of 
each  year  fishing,  and  should  like  to  see  (without 
referring  to  this  particular  catch  of  fish)  aU  fishing 
reports  substantiated  with  date,  name  of  sportsman 
[What  can  you  do  if  the  sportsmen  decline  to  allow 
their  names  to  be  mentioned,  and  many  decline  ? — 
Ed.],  and  locality.  I  feel  sure  that  your  readers 
would  agree  with  me  that  this  would  add  very  much 
to  the  value  of  your  increasingly  valuable  paper. 
I  have  often  found  in  conversation  that  many  of 
the  fishing  stories  or  reports  are  looked  upon  as 
fairy  tales. — Yours  faithfully,  J.  B.-L. 

[I  must  admit  that  I  could  not  understand  how 
such  splendid  sport  could  be  had  with  the  tackle 
described,  and  I  hope  "  W.  R.  G."  will  explain  how, 
for  instance,  the  Admiral  hauled  great  pollack  out 
of  20  fathoms  in  the  tideway,  and  "  without  lead  or 
sinker."  I  have  written  to  "  W.  R.  G."  to  ask  him 
to  explain,  and  he  has  very  kindly  done  so,  as 
follows. — Ed.] 

Dear  Mr.  Maestos, — I  have  this  moment  received 
your  note,  and  hasten  to  reply. 

Of  course  I  noticed  the  query  of  "  C.  E."  (or  "  E.  C") 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  some  weeks  ago  asking  how  I 
kept  my  bait  at  the  bottom  in  twenty-five  fathoms 
with  light  leads  in  a  tideway.  The  question  answered 
itself  to  any  sensible  person,  so  I  did  not  think  you 
would  care  to  publish  any  reply.  No  one  can  do  the 
impossible,  and  I  do  not  attempt  it. 

If  your  correspondents  know  anything  of  sea  matters 
they  would  remember  that  Oct.  24  was  dead  neap 
tides,  and  that  in  consequence,  o£E  the  Cornish  coast, 
there  would  be  little  movement  of  the  tide — some 
four  and  a  half  miles  ofi  shore — in  the  middle  of  the 
day,  say,  from  twelve  to  two,  when  we  had  our 
famous  catch,  and  it  was  easy  enough  to  fish  on  or 
near  the  bottom  with  the  3oz.  and  5oz.  leads,  as  used 
-  by  "  The  Doctor  "  and  myself. 

Any  one  who  has  fished  much  for  pollack  must 
know  well  that  they  often  "  take "  quite  near  the 
surface — in  fact,  I  have  often  known  them  "  rise  "  like 
a  salmon  when  the  bait  has  been  towed  on  top  of 
the  water  (when  whiffing).  I  have  sometimes  seen 
fish  go  at  the  bait  again  and  again  when  only  three  or 
four  feet  of  line  has  been  in  the  water.  I  have  seen  a 
fish  tear  away  from  another  fish's  mouth  a  bit  of  red 
rubber  bait  when  the  fish  was  within  six  feet  of  the 
boat,  and  I  was  hauling  it  in  quickly. 

I  believe  I  hold  a  record  for  pollack,  for  in  seventeen 
days  and  one  hour,  fishing  from  a  small  rowing  boat 
(one  man  pulling),  my  boy  (aged  ton)  and  I,  assisted 
some  days  by  a  friend,  and  using  one  or  two  rods  and 
a  handline,  bagged  the  enormous  total  of  three  thousand 
pollack — an  average  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  a 
day — besides  a  few  mackerel  and  other  fish,  and  a  few 
pilchards  that  we  foul-hooked  by  jerking  our  lines 
when  we  passed  through  a  "school"  of  the  silvery 
little  fish.  Our  best  day  was  three  hundred  and  forty, 
besides  a  few  mackerel  and  pilchards.  This  was  three 
years  ago  in  August  in  the  Scilly  Islands,  but  I  must 
ask  you  to  suppress  the  actual  locality  in  your  paper, 


though  I  have  no  objection  to  telling  you  the  spo 
privately. 

The  "Admiral  "  has  lately  written  a  letter  that  he 
proposed  to  send  to  the  Field  on  pollack  fishing, 
d  jJropos  of  Oct.  24,  and  he  sent  me  a  copy  (type 
written).  In  it  he  remarks: — "The  owner"  (that  is, 
himself)  "  had  discarded  all  lead — the  tide  was  weak, 
though  sufficient — and  the  satisfaction  of  playing  these 
fine  fish  upon  a  light  rod  and  unleaded  line  was  very 
great.  It  occasionally  can  be  done,  though  not  often 
to  so  great  an  extent,  but  on  this  particular  patch  of 
ground  a  rod  with  line  not  leaded  can  at  neap  tides 
almost  always  be  sure  of  one  or  more  large  pollack, 
the  light  line  being  easily  kept  clear  of  the  leaded  ones 
by  the  slight  run  of  tide." 

To  this  I  may  add  that  if  he  had  said  "  a  fair  share 
of  the  catch"  instead  of  the  words  "  one  or  more  large 
pollack  "  he  would  have  been  more  correct. 

But  to  return  for  a  moment  to  the  original  query  of 
"  C.  E."  I  have  fished  for  pollack  in  all  depths — from 
surface  to  forty  fathoms — and  have  found  as  a  rule 
that  when  the  tide  begins  to  run  strong  the  fish  cease 
feeding.  Probably  they  rest  on  the  bottom  and  among 
the  rocks  and  weeds,  and  then  it  is  best  for  the  fisher- 
man either  to  smoke  his  pipe  and  wait  for  the  next 
slack  water,  or  give  it  up  for  the  day  and  go  home. 
I  have  never  had  any  sport  in  deep  water  when  the 
tide  has  been  running  strong.  I  know  of  some  few 
spots — gaps  or  passes  between  islands — where  it  some- 
times answers  to  anchor  a  boat  in  a  strong  tide,  and 
then  a  prawn  or  a  sand-eel  will  catch  a  good  many 
small  pollack,  but  these  places  are  few  and  the  sport 
not  over  lively. 

The  letter  signed  "  W.  R.  G."  that  "  Noss  Mayo  " 
sent  you  a  fortnight  ago  was  not  meant  for  publication. 

My  reason  for  using  double  gut,  while  my  friend  the 
"  Admiral "  is  content  with  single  gut,  is  that  I  am 
very  hard  on  my  fish,  and  don't  care  to  waste  time 
when  fish  are  biting  freely ;  for  example,  some  years 
ago  in  Canada,  fishing  from  a  boat  (pulled  by  one  man) 
with  two  friends,  one  of  whom  took  the  times,  the 
other  helped  with  the  gaff,  I  actually  bagged  five 
salmon,  from  61b.  to  111b.,  in  half  an  hour,  and  was 
also  broken  three  times.  The  longest  time  that  I 
played  a  fish  was  two  and  a  half  minutes ;  I  used  a 
16-foot  cane  rod,  by  Little,  and  treble  gut  cast.  I  did 
not  like  the  rod,  and  finally  gave  it  to  a  friend  in 
Canada :  but  it  was  extremely  powerful,  it  did  not 
throw  the  line  nicely,  and  required  more  power  and 
exertion  than  I  cared  for. 

On  reading  your  letter  again,  I  see  your  corre- 
spondents ask  how  we  can  catch  groat  conger  without 
lead.  Of  course  this  can't  be  done,  except  in  the  few 
minutes  when  there  is  absolutely  no  movement  of  tide, 
and  the  bait  sinks  by  its  own  weight  to  the  bottom. 
I  don't  remember  ever  seeing  him — the  "  Admiral  " — 
catch  a  conger  without  a  sinker ;  certainly  I  have 
never  done  so.  You  forgot  to  enclose  the  "  cutting  " 
to  which  you  refer. 

You  are  welcome  to  publish  any  part  of  this  letter, 
or  make  any  use  of  it  you  like. 

I  spend  a  good  deal  of  my  time  with  the  rod  and 
line,  and  have  studied  the  habits  of  salmon  for  many 
years.  The  late  Frank  Buckland  came  here  several 
tiaaes,  and  on  one  occasion  some  thirty  years  ago,  I 
arranged  with  him  to  catch  fish  with  net  in  the  river 
Camel  every  month  in  the  year  for  scientific  purposes, 
and  I  sent  him  a  variety  of  fish  in  all  stages  and  ages. 

I  have  ponds  here  where  I  have  kept  salmon  fry  for 
several  years,  and  they  have  grown  to  ten  or  twelve 
inches,  but  sooner  or  later  i  (though  there  are  iron 
hatches  or  gratings)  they  have  vanished. 

I  have  written  all  this  in  a  hurry,  but  you  asked  for 
a  reply  by  return, — Very  truly  yours,        W.  R.  G. 
Cornwall. 


UNDERSIZED  FISH  AT  HENLEY- 
ON-THAMES. 

Dear  Sir, — With  your  permission  I  feel  that 
in  common  fairness  to  myself  I  cannot  let  the  com- 
munication, published  on  Nov.  29  in  your  valuable 
paper,  from  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  pass  by  without 
defending  my.self  against  the  somewhat  personal 
insinuations  contained  therein.  To  go  back  to 
the  original  cause  of  this  discussion  no  word  has 
been  written  by  Mr.  Hobbs  to  contradict  my  ori- 
ginal statement.  It  is  very  easy  to  say  that  a 
statement  is  "  inacciurate  and  imputative,"  but  a 
far  more  difficult  matter  to  prove  the  assertion. 
What  I  have  said  and  done  has  been,  not  from 
any  personal  feeling  or  spite,  but  simply  to  stop, 
if  possible,  what  I  always  have  and  still  consider  to 
be  a  very  bad  practice.  I  have  not  suggested,  nor 
do  I  wish  to  suggest,  that  the  secretary  of  the 
association  is  lacking  in  business  methods,  but  I 
would  humbly  suggest  to  Mr.  Hobbs  that  business 
methods  are  not  confined  to  one  particular  person 
nor  can  one  man  reasonably  expect  to  have  a 
monopoly  of  the  same. 

The  reference  by  Mr.  Hobbs  as  to  the  reasons  why 
honorary  river  keepers  are  given  a  warrant  tends  to 
bear  out  my  original  contention,  namely,  that  while 
personal  reasons  only  prompt  a  person  to  apply 


for  the  position  so  long  the  duties  imposed  will  be 
performed  unsatisfactorily.  As  to  the  somewhat 
personal  remarks  contained  in  the  letter  I  have 
yet  to  learn  from  Mr.  Hobba  that  the  fact  of  my 
being  a  tackle-dealer  and  attendant  to  visiting 
anglers  should  make  me  any  less  competent  to 
express  my  opinions  on  a  question  upon  which  I 
feel  very  strongly.  I  would  ask,  how  is  it  possible 
to  seize  undersized  fish  without  a  warrant  ?  if  you 
cannot  seize  the  fish  you  have  to  leave  thera  in 
the  possession  of  the  person  guilty  of  the  offence, 
while  you  search  for  someone  in  authority ;  if 
successful  in  doing  so  you  probably  find,  on  your 
return,  that  the  angler  has  disappeared  or  has 
taken  some  means  to  dispose  of  the  fish.  This 
question  I  put  to  Mr.  Hobbs  himself,  and  asked 
him  what  the  position  would  then  be.  His  reply 
was,  "  That  no  prosecution  could  result,  as  the 
angler  would  then  have  complied  with  the  law,  as 
he  would  not  then  have  undersized  fish  in  his 
possession."  As  to  my  suggested  statement  that  I 
would  not  like  to  report  anyone  for  business  reasons, 
I  would  point  out  that  putting  trout  in  private 
water  bears  somewhat  the  same  complexion.  Mr. 
Hobbs  dissects  two  sentences  of  my  letter,  and 
placing  them  together  (thereby  altering  the  whole 
meaning  of  them)  calls  them  ludicrous.  This 
may  be  very  sharp  and  clever  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Hobbs,  but  is  also  unfair,  and  does  not  bear  out 
that  high  ideal  of  sportsmanship  that  Mr.  Hobbs 
presumably  monopolises  in  Henley.  My  opinions, 
and  the  opinions  of  several  of  my  fellow  townsmen 
and  anglers,  are  that  the  association  has  been 
altogether  too  lax  in  the  matter  of  prosecutions 
for  taking  undersized  fish,  and  nothing  that  Mr. 
Hobbs  has  said  or  written  at  present  is  sufficient 
to  cause  us  to  alter  that  opinion.  If  this  opinion  is 
unsportsmanlike,  then  I  and  my  friends  must  plead 
guilty  to  not  being  sportsmen. 

I  see  nothing  astonishing  in  the  fact  that  I  am 
a  member  of  the  association.  If  membership 
means  no  right  to  voice  my  opinions  in  regard  to 
the  management  of  the  society  to  which  I  belong, 
surely  it  is  an  association  all  by  itself  in  such  an 
assumption,  and  if  such  is  the  case  its  membership, 
I  am  sure,  will  soon  become  very  limited  indeed. 

I  have  no  ambition  to  serve  on  any  committee 
of  the  association,  as  being  a  practical  angler  and 
taking  an  interest  in  the  sport  of  fishing  seems  to  me 
at  present  to  bo  a  disqualification  for  tliat  position. 
No  one  more  than  myself  appreciates  the  work 
done  for  the  association  by  Mr.  Hobbs,  but  I  would 
ask  him  to  allow  me  to  express  my  opinions  without 
feeling  that  my  remarks  are  personal  in  any  way 
or  that  I  am  condemning  all  his  actions  in  regard 
to  the  association.  In  conclusion,  I  fail  to  see 
what  harm  my  statements  can  have  done,  having 
done  what  I  consider  to  be  my  duty.  I  am  quite 
willing  to  let  the  question  remain,  trusting  that  in 
the  future  any  taking  of  undersized  fish  will  be 
promptly  followed  by  a  prosecution. — Yours  truly, 

S.  A.  Mead. 


DO  FLOUNDERS  BREED  IN  FRESH  WATER  ? 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  Mr.  Hearder, 
says  :  "I  should  like  to  get  some  authentic  infor- 
mation on  the  above.  So  would  a  good  many 
more  of  your  readers.  From  what  he  says,  it  is 
useless  going  to  such  men  as  Cuvier,  Couch,  and 
Houghton.  He  says  :  "  Houghton  does  not  men- 
tion the  fluke  or  flounder."  They  all  seem  to  let  the 
flounder  severely  alone.  I  can  tell  Mr.  Hearder  one 
thing,  and  that  is,  I  would  sooner  believe  that  the 
tiny  flounders  I  have  seen  and  caught  sixty  miles 
from  the  sea  in  purely  fresh  water  dropped  from  the 
clouds  than  that  they  came  from  the  sea  between 
fifteen  and  thirty  fathoms  in  depth,  as  stated  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  Oct.  25,  1902. 

This  flounder  business  reminds  me  very  forcibly 
of  a  certain  gentleman  who  wrote  to  the  Daily 
Telegraph  many  years  ago  to  say  that  he  had  been 
all  the  way  to  Italy  to  see  bees  obtain  the  nectar 
from  flowers  without  entering  them — in  other  words, 
from  the  outside.  I  simply  wrote  and  said  that 
there  was  no  occasion  for  hun  to  take  all  that  trouble 
as  I  had  seen  them  do  the  same  thing  in  my  garden 
with  the  broad  bean  and  antirrhinimi,  and  a  bee 
finding  several  holes  at  the  base  of  a  flower  would 
not  even  take  the  trouble  to  break  through  again 
with  its  mandibles,  but  operate  on  the  old  holes. 
Ma  conscience  !  These  bees  tliat  I  have  frequently 
seen  do  this  simply  adapted  themselves  to  circum- 
stances, and  finding  that  they  could  not  reach  the 
nectar  from  the  inside,  procured  it  outside,.  As 
Mr,  Walton  truly  says,  the  flounder  goes  so  far  up 
a  river  that  it  loses  itself  and  seems  to  be  as  helpless 
in  getting  back  to  the  sea  as  Napoleon  was  in  his 
retreat  from  Moscow. 

I  know  an  old  angler  who  has  caught  thousands  of 
flounders  in  purely  fresh  water  miles  above  the  tide, 
in  the  river  to  which  I  refer.  I  have  helped  him  to 
uripin  and  unhook  a  large  number  and  I  have  caught 
a  great  many  myself.    "This  old  buffer,  several  other 
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old  buffers  who  lived  in  the  same  village,  and  other 
anglers  I  have  known  have  spoken  about  flounders 
spawning  and  breeding  in  this  river  the  same  as  we 
would  chub,  perch,  barbel,  roach,  dace,  etc.,  and  it 
is,  to  say  the  least,  exceedingly  sad  and  depressing 
to  think  that  these  fine  old  anglers  should  have  lived, 
died,  and  been  buried  without  finding  out  or  being 
told  by  some  kind  friend  how  extremely  ignorant 
they  were  and  what  a  shocking  mistake  they  all 
made  ?  Siu-ely  Mr.  Hoarder  does  not  doubt  what  I 
say.  I  should  probably  not  have  seen  these 
flounders,  but,  crunching  along  the  gravel,  as  was 
my  wont,  near  the  side,  they  swam  off  and  left  a 
tiny  cloud  of  mud  in  tlieir  wake,  and  what  better 
protection  could  they  have  in  this  accumulation  of 
silty  sand  so  similar  in  colour  to  themselves  ? 

There  were  the  flounders,  Mr-  Hoarder,  which  had 
made  the  most  tremendous  journey  ever  heard  of  as 
unscathed  as  I  have  known  both  salmon  and  stur- 
geon ;  and  here  is  what  one  who  should  know  says 
about  spawning,  my  dots  of  flounders  and  his  full- 
grown  flounders  being  only  a  few  miles  apart — I 
mean  in  the  same  river  :  "  They  spawn,  I  believe, 
during  the  beginning  of  February  or  perhaps  during 
the  latter  part  of  January.  I  have  occasionally 
taken  them  during  Christmas  time  with  the  ova  in 
a  very  forward  state." 

If  all  what  the  scientists  and  professors  say  is 
true,  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  extrude  this 
spawn  unless  they  go  into  salt  water  between  fifteen 
and  thirty  fathoms  in  depth,  which,  according  to 
Walton,  the  highest  Scandinavian  authorities,  and 
other  observant  anglers,  is  ridiculous,  what,  may  I 
ask,  becomes  of  it  ? — Yours  truly,  A- 


DO  FLOUNDERS  BREED  IN  FRESH  WATER  ? 

Dear  Sib, — When  I  was  quite  a  lad,  about  1844, 
I  resided  at  the  Old  Swan  Wharf,  Chelsea.  It  was 
our  custom  to  go  to  a  dock,  which  stood  at  the 
bottom  of  Queen-street  (now  Flood-street),  Para- 
dise-road (Queen's-road),  to  bathe  at  high  water. 
In  the  early  mornings  I  have  seen  hundreds  of  small 
flounders,  about  the  size  of  a  farthing,  and  from  that 
to  a  penny,  against  the  white-washed  wall  of  the 
dock.  They  had  their  noses  against  the  wall,  with 
their  bodies  out  at  right  angles.  We  youngsters 
used  to  scoop  them  away  with  a  linen  net  and  keep 
them  in  jars  ;  but  they  did  not  live  long.  I  have 
also  seen  the  licensed  fishermen  net  the  larger  ones 
opposite  the  Old  Swan  Wharf.  We  usually  found 
the  small  ones  in  the  summer  in  almost  any  quan- 
tities. Along  by  the  "  Physic  Garden  "  and  on  the 
walls  by  the  Swan  Pier  they  were  to  be  found  also. 
Some  were  very  small,  and  they  came  to  the  surface 
just  as  the  ebb  was  commencing,  when  the  water 
was  unsettled.  Chelsea  might  be,  perhaps,  fifty 
miles  up  the  river,  but  it  wovild  be  hardly  possible 
for  such  small  fry  to  make  their  way  up-stream  so 
far.  We  were  always  under  the  impression  that 
they  were  bred  in  the  fresli  water  ;  but  of  course 
there  were  no  proofs  to  go  upon.  They  would 
allow  us  to  handle  them,  being  quite  docile. — 
Yours  truly,  "  Straw  Hat." 

 FISHING  IN  MONTREAL. 

Deab  Sib, — If  Mr.  C.  J.  Hoggan,  who  writes  to 
the  Fishing  GozeMe  re  "  Fishing  in  Montreal — Some 
Queries,"  will  write  to  the  Manager,  Hotel  Roberval, 
Lake  St.  John,  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  he  can 
get  all  the  information  required.  There  is  a  75-page 
publication  by  Eugene  McCarthy,  called  "  A  Tale  of 
Lake  St.  J ohn :  comprising  a  bit  of  History,  a  quantity 
of  Facts,  and  a  plenitude  of  Fish  Stories,"  printed  by 
Desbarts  and  Co.,  engravers,  printers,  and  pub- 
lishers, Montreal,  Canada,  which  is  well  worth  read- 
ing by  all  sportsmen.  There  is  no  price  given  for 
this  publication,  but  I  think  a  shilling  p.o.o.  would 
fetch  one.  ^ Yours  truly,       W.  D.  Goggeshall. 

Deab  Sir, — I  see  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  Mr.  C.  J. 
Hoggan,  of  Edinburgh,  would  like  to  be  informed 
about  a  few  things  regarding  angling  in  Canada.  I 
was  out  West  ten  years  ago,  and  found  angling  very 
good.  At  that  time  I  do  not  think  there  was  any 
charge  on  guns  or  tackle  (by  charge  I  suppose  my 
friend  means  duty).  I  took  both  out  with  me,  and 
was  not  charged  anything.  I  should  not  take  guns 
out,  because  rifles  and  guns  can  be  had  out  there 
which  in  my  opinion  are  far  more  suitable  and  can 
be  adapted  for  what  is  needed.  But  as  to  tackle, 
take  it  out  with  him  by  all  means.  I  took  some 
tackle  out  with  mo,  and  wish  1  had  taken  much 
more.  In  my  opinion  the  tackle  obtained  out  there 
is  far  too  coarse.  One  of  the  best  fishing  lakes  is 
Lake  Nippising,  which  is  on  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  at  North  Bay,  North  Ontario.  North  Bay 
is  a  junction  with  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway,  and  if 
Mr.  Hoggan  takes  train  to  Callander,  whicli  is  two 
stations  stnitli,  1  think  he  will  be  able  to  obtain 
sionio  of  the  best  angling  to  bo  obtained  in  Canada. 
Tliere  are  many  riveis  and  largo  creeks  which  run 
into  the  lake,  which  can  be  fished  when  the  lake  is 
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too  rough.  I  found  the  sport  grand,  standing  on  a 
small  rock,  which  had  a  small  basin  in  it,  and  spin- 
ning with  a  good  old  English  spoon-bait,  catching 
pickerel  (which  ran  from  2^\h.  to  51b.  each).  As  I 
caught  them  I  used  to  throw  them  into  the  basin 
at  the  back  of  me.  The  best  season  is  from  June 
to  September,  when  one  can  hire  a  boat  and  go  out 
trailing  for  black  bass,  pickerel,  and  mascalonge, 
which  run  to  very  large  weight,  up  to  251b.  and 
301b.  each.  For  rods  and  tackle,  I  think  our  ordi- 
nary English  pike  rod  is  the  most  suitable,  and  not 
less  than  100  yards  of  good  plaited  silk  line,  Notting- 
ham reels,  and  plenty  of  spoon-baits,  with  not  too 
large  triangles,  because  the  bass  have  small  mouths. 
— Yours  truly,  William  Agger,  Jun. 

Cambridge. 

LABELLING  SEA  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  8, 
1896,  I  suggested  the  above,  and  in  fact  some 
hundreds  of  fish  were  marked.  I  drew  attention 
again  to  it  on  Sept.  19  of  the  samo  year  and  on 
March  20,  1897.  but  I  am  .sorry  to  say  we  have  no 
fish  retaken  with  the  labels  on  them,  or  at  least  the 
information  has  not  reached  us.  The  experiments 
will  be  very  interesting,  and  I  watch  the  result 
with  much  pleasure. — Yours  truly, 

Plymouth.  William  Heardeb. 


MAHSEER. 

Dear  Sir, — That  many  varieties  of  fish  have  been 
successfully  transported  from  their  native  haunts 
and  thriven  in  coiuitries  to  which  they  are  not  indi- 
genous goes  without  saying.  Have  we  not  the  pike, 
carp,  grayling,  etc.,  as  evidence  of  what  was  done  in 
the  past  and  the  rainbow  trout  of  the  present  ? 

The  question  has  just  occurred  to  mo — Why  not 
acclimatise  the  mahseer  ?  Would  he  live  and  thrive 
in  our  large  rivers  and  largo  lakes  ?  As  I  have 
not  "  wrestled  a  fall  "  with  the  mighty  mahseer 
since  the  early  eighties,  I  am  rather  hazy  about  his 
liabits,  etc.  ;  but  I  well  remember  tlxat  he  is  a  tough 
customer  to  tackle  with  rod  and  line,  and  not  to  be 
snoozed  at  for  table  purposes. 

Many  whose  opinion  is  far  weiglitier  than  mine 
will  endorse  that  he  is  a  thoroughly  game  and  sport- 
ing fish,  whose  fighting  C)ualities  are  only  beaten  by 
the  lordly  salmon  in  this  country,  perhaps. 

I  should  very  much  like  to  have  your  opinion 
and  those  of  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who  are 
conversant  with  the  subject.  In  case  this  (juestion 
should  be  absurd  and  ridiculous,  I  claim  the  sanc- 
tuary of  anonymity  and  subscribe  myself, — Yours 
truly,  X.  S.  R. 

GOOD  SPORT  WITH  THE  PIKE. 
Sir, — It  may  be  of  interest  to  your  readers  to  know 
that  on  Dec.  4  Mr.  Filleul  and  myself,  of  the  Chiswick 
Piscatorials,  were  jacking  at  Gatton  Park,  Redhill, 
when  we  landed  twenty-five  fish.  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  taking  one  which  scaled  211b.  2oz. — had  he  have 
been  in  good  condition  he  would  have  scaled  301b. 
My  running  line  was  very  fine,  in  fact,  roach  tackle. 
I  am  having  him  set  up. — Yours  faithfully, 

Ernest  Smith. 


PIKE  LIVE  BAIT  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  C.  D.  Fothergill's 
inquiry  of  last  week,  I  have  always  a  good  stock  of 
live  baits  of  all  kinds,  and  can  at  any  time  send  by 
return  train.  Preserved  spinning  bait,  gudgeon,  dace, 
sprats,  etc.,  we  bottle  ourselves  and  send  to  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom. — Yours  truly,  J.  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 

19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


WATCHING  THE  BOB  OF  THE  FLOAT. 

Dear  Sir, — Looking  back  over  the  past  I  casually 
came  across  a  tit-bit  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  highly 
amusing  and  interesting,  hence  this  letter.  At 
page  405,  Aug.  18,  1883,  I  found  two  charming 
pictures  of  a  terrier  watching  the  float  going 
bibbity-bob — No.  1,  "Going!  Going!"  No.  2, 
"Gone  !  "  The  striking  attitude  of  that  dog  is 
brimming  over  with  expression  ;  evidently  he  is  an 
observant  angler.  Piscator,  take  the  hint. 
In  rain,  blow,  or  shine  the  enthusiastic  fisherman 
is  ever  ready  to  wet  his  line  and  watch  the  bob  of 
his  float.  He  cares  not  what  weather  blows  ;  so 
long  as  he  is  fishing  he  is  happy  !  The  prudent  one 
will,  however,  take  stock  of  weather,  wind,  and 
water,  being  well  aware  that  these  elements  have  to 
be  rf'ckoned  with  ;  otherwise  he  might  as  well  stay 
at  home  and  pelt  the  cat.  The  bare-legged  village 
urchin,  rigged  up  with  a  primitive  tackle,  may  bo 
seen  knee-deep  in  the  bock  watching  the  bob  of  his 
float.  He  is  and  always  will  be  a  predatory  little 
beggar  bent  upon  killing  something  ;  born  a  sports- 
man, ho  is  father  to  the  man.  See  him  later  on  in 
life  wielding  his  16ft.  groenhoart,  doing  battle  with 
the  lordly  salmon,  proof  that  fishing  is  inherent  in 
him.    Thousands  of  men,  young  and  old,  sit  for 
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hours  together  patiently  watching  the  dip  of  thoir  • 
floats.  There  must  be  some  indescribable  fascina- 
tion in  angling  to  lure  men  so  !  I  confess  I  could  not 
stand  "  sitting."  I  fear  I  should  be  like  Dickens's 
fat  boy  ;  an  occasional  pinch  would  be  necessary, 
otherwise  I  should  soon  be  bobbing  in  the  land  of 
dreams  ;  but  give  me  a  trolling  rod,  some  lively 
bait,  and  instantly  I  am  all  there,  very  wide  awako 
and  eager  for  a  ca«t.  Spinning  is,  however,  my 
jortc — I  do  not  mean  spinning  fishing  yarns — it 
accords  admirably  with  a  roving,  restless  disposi- 
tion. Instead  of  waiting  for  a  passing  knock,  I  go  in 
search  of  one.  Presently  a  resolute  grab  at  my 
spoon  sends  a  thrill  of  pleasure  through  the  old  bird, 
equalled  only  by  the  lovers'  first  sweet  kiss.  Eureka, 
steady  now  !  Give  line,  'ware  weeds  ! — and  next 
moment  out  bounces  "  beauty  "  like  a  buck  at  a 
fence.  Down  dips  the  rod  point,  savagely  he 
shakes  his  head,  and  with  a  sweep  round  bolts  off 
full  tilt  in  the  opposite  direction.  Whirroo  ! 
merrily  sings  the  reel — that's  the  music  I  love  to 
hear.  Keep  a  tight  line,  apply  the  brake,  all's  right, 
still  on  ;  that  last  mad  rush  has  taken  all  the  steam 
out  of  him.  He  comes  docilely  to  net.  Sink  it 
carefully  ;  don't  scoop  at  him  ;  up  with  his  head 
and  gently  but  firmly  lead  your  captive  over  th<i 
hoop,  and  he's  yours.  A  31b.  trout  perhaps,  big 
pike,  o  r  perch.  Lay  him  on  the  grass,  admire  his 
lovely  shape  and  colour,  and  with  trembling  fingers 
disengage  the  hooks  if  you  can  !  Such  are  the 
happiest  moments  of  an  angler's  life.  Then  is  the 
time  to  catch  him  at  his  best.  There's  no  mistaking 
that  broad  grin  of  satisfaction  that  suffuses  his  face, 
the  brighter  gleam  in  his  eye,  his  tell-tale  cheeks  are 
aglow  with  excitement,  and  a  feeling  of  superiority 
pervades  his  whole  being,  even  to  his  gaiters — fitting 
climax  for  all  his  trouble,  and  to  him  worth  a  king's 
ransom.  There's  another  side  to  the  picture — hard 
luck  on  the  man  who  obtains  permission  from  his 
employer  for  a  day  off  duty.  He  may  have 
travelled  a  long  distance  by  train,  and  on  arriving  at 
his  destination  finds  the  elements  all  against  him. 
Try  as  he  may,  not  so  much  as  a  nibble  can  he  get. 
That  does  not  discourage  him  in  the  least  ;  no,  nor 
would  it  if  he  drew  a  dozen  blank  days.  Depend 
upon  it  at  the  first  opportunity  he's  off  again.  What 
cares  he  about  loss  of  time,  railway  fares,  and  an 
empty  basket  ;  he  has  been  fishing,  and  that  sati-sfies 
him.  Let  us  take  a  peep  into  his  den  overnight. 
What  tying  of  tackle,  inspection  of  rods,  testing  of 
lines,  oiling  of  reels  is  there  to  be  sure — one  would 
think  he  was  off  on  a  month's  tour  !  Every  detail 
is  carefully  checked  to  make  sure  that  nothing  is 
overlooked  or  forgotten — fishermen  are  proverbially 
forgetful.  He  starts  in  high  glee,  and  deserves 
success  if  he  does  not  win  it ;  returns  with  an  empty 
pur.se  and  basket — "  ne'er  mind,"  says  he,  "  better 
luck  next  time." — Yours  truly. 

The  Boston  Bittern. 

INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  FISH  OF  N. 
WALES  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — My  friend,  Mr.  H.  E.  Forrest,  author  , 
of  "The  Famia  of  Shropshire,"  and  a  good  naturalist,  ■• 
is  compiling  a  similar  work  for  N.  Wales,  and  he 
has  requested  me  to  ask  you  (or  any  of  your  readers) 
what  species  of  coarse  fish  inhabit  (or  are  indigenous 
to)  the  lakes  and  rivers  in  Denbighshire,  Merioneth- 
shire, and  the  neighbouring  counties.  Would  you 
be  so  good  as  to  give  the  required  information,  or 
seek  same  through  your  correspondence  columns? 
Generally  speaking  the  salmonidoe  rule  the  roast  (if 
the  term  may  be  allowed)  ;  but  I  know  that  in  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy,  in  Mont- 
gomeryshire, coarse  fish  abound.  The  Tanat  is  well 
stocked  with  grayling.  Minnows  have  been  caught 
by  Mr.  Forrest  high  up  in  the  Bala  mountains.  The 
Dolgelly  lakes  (one  or  two)  contain  perch.  Llyn 
Hir,  near  Cann  Office,  is  said  to  contain  large  carp. 
Bala  lake  is  full  of  perch  and  pike.  I  do  not  think 
there  are  coarse' fish  in  the  lakes  and  streams  around 
Snowdon.  W.  E.  Edwards. 

[To  give  particulars  of  the  kinds  of  fish  found  in 
the  waters  of  N.  Wales  is  rather  a  large  order  ;  but 
if  Mr.  Edwards  will  send  the  names  of  waters  the 
fish  of  which  he  does  not  know,  I  may  be  able  to 
help  him. — Ed.] 

SPECIAL  MODEL  PERFECT  HOOKS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  an  interested  reader  of 
the  correspondence  which  has  appeared  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  lately  re  Model  Perfect  hooks. 
Messrs.  AUcock,  in  yoiu-  issue  of  Nov.  15,  offer  to 
make  "  Benwyan  "  the  hooks  in  any  lengths  he 
wishes,  provided  he  gives  them  a  large  order.  I 
have  also  been  in  correspondence  with  Messrs.  A.  re 
the  same  hooks,  and  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from 
"  Benwyan  "  should  he  wish  anyone  to  join  him  in 
the  matter,  providing  he  is  compelled  to  order  more 
than  he  can  conveniently  take  hunsolf.  I  enclose 
my  card. — Yours  truly,  B.  B. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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Correspondents  are  reijuested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
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IMPORTANT  NOTICE. 


All  matter  intended  for  insertion  in  the  issue  of 
Dee.  27  must  arrive  not  later  than  FIRST  POST  on 
Monday,  Dec.  22,  owing  to  the  Christmas  Holidays. 
The  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  published  on  Tuesday, 
Dec.  2.3,  at  2  p.m. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR.: 


I  am  glad  to  hear  from  Mr.  Richard  F.  Jackson, 
hon.  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Marlow  AngUng 
Society,  that  "  an  order  for  two  hundred  two-year- 
old  trout  has  been  placed,  and  it  is  proposed  to 
deposit  them  in  the  river  in  the  early  spring,  due 
notice  of  which  will  be  sent  you.". 

Bream  and  Trout  for  the  Thames. 

5Ir.  A.  Edward  Hobbs,  secretary  of  the  Henley- 
on-Thames  Fishery  Preservation  Society,  informs 
me  that  "a  fine  lot  of  bream  were,  on  Dec.  11, 
turned  into  the  Thames  near  Henley  Bridge  by  the 
local  Fi.shery  Preservation  Association.  The'  fish, 
which  numbered  five  hundred,  were  purchased  in 
Lincolnshire,  and  travelled  the  trying  journey 
without  loss  or  injury.  They  ranged  from  five  to 
twelve  inches  in  length,  and  were  in  prime  condition. 
A  much  larger  number  (about  one  thousand  it  is 
hoped)  will  shortly  be  turned  down,  also  about  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  good  trout,  and  if  the  funds  of  the 
association  admit,  other  restockin  work  will  be 
carried  out  this  season.  Although  many  of  the 
above  bream  were  of  retainable  length,  the  associa- 
tion trusts  that  anglers  will  carefully  return  to  the 
water  any  of  the  larger  fish  that  may  be  taken  daring 
the  next  twelve  months  at  least,  and  refrain  from 
asing  the  smaller  if  caught  for  pike  bait."- 

There  ought  to  be  good  fi.shing  in  the  Thames, 
seeing  the  many  thousands  of  fish  which  are  pul  in, 
but  unfortunat<;ly  it  cannot  bo  said  that  the  fishing 
improves  as  compared  with  what  it  was. 
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Death  op  Here  Wilhelm  Dunker; 
It  is  with  much  regret  that  I  hear  of  the  death, 
on  Dec.  3,  of  Horr  Wilhelm  Dunker,  the  founder 
and  editor  of  the  Deutsche  Fischerei  Zeitung,  which 
he  established  just  twenty-five  years  ago,  soon  after 
the  Fishing  Gazette  started.  I  have  read  the 
D.F.Z.  nearly  every  week,  and  can  bear  testimony 
to  its  very  great  value  and  interest,  and  also  to  the 
unfaihng  courtesy  of  Herr  Dunker  in  the  matter  of 
interchange  of  illustrations  with  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
He  had  nearly  completed  his  seventy-third  year, 
and  was  universally  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.- 

The  Farce  of  the  Salmon  Fisheries'  Commission. 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  being  asked 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  Dec.  12,  by  Mr. 
Richard  Cavendish,  whether  he  intends  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  next  session  to  carry  out  the  recom- 
mendations contained  in  the  report  of  the  Salmon 
Fisheries'  Commission,  expressed  regret  that  he 
was  not  in  a  position  to  give  any  undertaking  on 
the  subject. 

What  is  the  use  of  appointing  Royal  Commissions, 
and  spending  public  money  on  them,  when  their 
recommendations  are  ignored  in  this  way  ?  It 
would  be  far  more  to  the  benefit  of  the  nation  if  we 
looked  after  our  home  fisheries  instead  of  fishing  in 
the  troubled  waters  of  Venezuela.; 

Birds  and  the  Weather. 

Birds  have  from  the  earliest  times  been  connected 
with  the  weather,  and  seem  to  be  more  affected  by 
it  than  other  animals.  According  to  the  Daily 
Mail.  Mr.  F.  Coburn,  a  Birmingham  taxidermist, 
who  forecasts  the  weather  from  observing  bird-life, 
predicts  a  return  of  the  severe  weather  at  the  end 
of  this  month  or  in  January.  In  October,  he  fore- 
told, he  says,  a  long  and  mild  autumn  from  the 
circumstance  that  skylarks  were  beginning  to  build, 
and  later  that  they  had  bred  and  reared  their 
young.  He  likewise  foretells  an  early  spring.  A 
certain  indication  of  this  is  the  fact  that  some  birds 
— the  long-tailed  duck,  for  example — already  show 
their  fullest  breeding  plumage. 

I  wonder  if  anyone  will  remember  Mr.  Coburn's 
prophecy,  and  watch  his  long-tailed  duck  barometer. 

Awful  Effect  of  a  Malloch  Salmon  Reel. 

■  '  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  remember  years  ago, 
when  I  was  a  boy,  seeing  a  picture  somewhere  of 
children  playing  horse  and  cart  with  a  dog  and  a 
box  on  wheels,  and  a  rabbit  is  supposed  to  have 
crossed  the  path  of  the  said  dog  ;  the  sequel  is,  no 
doubt,  familiar  to  most  of  your  readers.  Whether 
that  picture  was  drawn  from  life  or  not,  I  am  not 
aware ;  but  I  had  a  most  comical  experience,  tinged 
with  a  little  seriousness,  on  the  last  day  of  October 
last,  which  reminded  me  vividly  of  the  horse-and- 
cart  story.  I  was  salmon-fishing  with  a  friend  on 
the  Usk,  in  Breconshire,  and  it  was  arranged  that 
we  should  be  at  a  certain  pool  the  first  thing  in 
the  morning.  I  was  fishing  with  a  worm,  having 
failed  to  do  anything  with  a  fly  the  previous  day.  I 
had  not  been  fishing  ten  minutes  before  I  was  fast 
to  a  salmon  that  weighed  about  171b.  I  had  one  of 
Malloch's  patent  reels  that  had  a  click  more  like  a 
telephone-bell  than  anything  else  ;  it  so  happened 
that  the  pool  was  a  good  long  one,  and  was  along- 
side the  road  with  nothing  between  but  a  footpath. 
I  stood  at  the  head  of  the  pool,  and,  as  fate  would 
have  it,  a  buxom  farmer's  wife  was  going  to  the 
Brecon  market  on  horseback,  with  two  huge  baskets 
filled  with  geese,  one  on  each  side  of  the  saddle,  and 
another  huge  basket  under  her  left  arm  filled  with 
butter  and  eggs,  etc.  She  passed  me  just  as  the 
fish  commenced  his  magnificent  rush,  and  the 
scene  that  followed  baffles  description  ;  that  horse 
had  evidently  not  heard  one  of  Malloch's  reels 
before  ;  he  commenced  to  rear  and  snort,  and  in 
my  excitement  with  the  fish,  I  ventured  to  look 
round  to  see  what  on  earth  was  going  on  behind. 
I  was  just  in  time  to  see  the  woman's  stockings  as 
she  went  over  on  her  back,  between  the  horse  and 
the  hedge,  on  the  other  side  of  the  road.  I  threw 
my  rod  into  the  river,  thinking  that  would  be  the 
wisest  thing  to  do,  and  rushed  to  the  woman's  aid, 
and  before  I  reached  her  the  horse  got  free,  turned 
round,  and  went  home  faster  than  any  horse  ever 
went  before  ;  and  I  stood  there,  in  the  middle  of  that 
road,  speechless,  watching  the  dead  geese  (about 
twenty)  flying  in  all  directions  all  over  the  road ; 
and  the  road,  where  I  stood,  was  one  mass  of 
butter  mingled  with  the  yolks  of  eggs  and  giblets. 
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and  the  poor  woman  standing  in  her  petticoats,  her 
dress  having  been  torn  ofl',  threatening  to  make 
mincemeat  of  me.  I  might  explain  this  was  my 
first  attempt  at  salmon-fishing,  and  I  am  not  certain 
yet  whether  it  shall  not  be  my  last.  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  the  trout  will  satisfy  all  my  wants.: 
I  lost  my  salmon. — Yours  truly, 

"  D.  W.  Prosser. 
Craig-y-Don,  Neath  Abbey,  Neath. 
^'P.S. — The  landlord  of  the  Usk  Hotel,  Senny- 
bridge,  will  verify  this  story;"- 


The  Pictures  of  Old  Angling  Inns  in 
Christmas  Number  of  Fishing  Gazette. 

Last  week  the  Fishing  Gazette  reproduced  two 
old  angling  pictures  by  that  well-known  sporting 
painter  Pollard,  and  I  asked  if  any  reader  would 
kindly  identify  the  spots  represented.  It  is  gratify- 
ing to  know  that  many  anglers  can  remember  the 
waters,  affording  proof  of  the  fact  that  "  the  gentle 
craft "  is  good  for  the  health — and  the  memory. 
The  large  number  of  replies  show  that  the  pictures 
recalled  pleasant  memories. 

Dear  Sits, — With  regard  to  the  two  illustrations 
of  fishing  resorts  of  sixty  years  since,  which 
appear  in  your  last  issue,  I  should  say  the  first  of  the 
two  would  be  that  establishment  now  known  to  fre- 
quenters of  the  lower  Lea  as  "Dan  Ward's,"  or  the 
"  Baye  House,"  and  which  in  former  times  gave  the 
name  '  Wick's  Water  "  to  that  stretch  of  the  Lea 
leading  from  Flander's  Weir  to  the  house  in  question. 

The  second  one  (a  private  house)  would  bo  the 
headquarters  of  Ford's  Water,  formerly  known  as 
the  "  Blue  House  Fishery,"  now,  alas  !  no  more. — 
Yours  tnily,  Henry  Tisley. 

5,  Pendlestone-road,  Walthamstow. 


Dear  Sir, — The  two  ilkistrations  of  old-timo 
fishing  given  in  your  admirable  Christmas  number, 
I  believe  represent  the  waters  attached  to  two 
Lea  hostelries,  the  favourite  resorts  of  many 
London  anglei  s  in  the  early  part  of  tlie  last  century. 
That  of  roach-fishing  is  the  one  formerly  known  as 
"  Cook's  Ferry  "  (a  considerable  distance  above 
Lea  Bridge),  from  the  name  of  the  then  proprietor 
of  the  house,  a  wooden  structure,  mentioned  by 
John  Baddeley  in  the  "  London  Anglers'  Book,  or 
Waltonian  Chronicle  "  of  1834.  "  This,"  says 
Baddeley,  "is  a  subscription  water,  and  most 
anglers  acknowledge  it  to  be  a  good  general  water  for 
all  descriptions  of  fish.  The  old  wooden  house, 
occupied  by  Matthew  Cook,  has  been  pulled  down — • 

Near  old  Cook's  Ferry,  Benjamin  Wicks 
Has  turned  the  wooden  house  to  bricks." 

I  am  inclined  to  locate  the  other  illustration  as 
nearer  Broxbourne,  possibly  the  "  Crown,"  judging 
from  the  trees  surrounding,  and  of  which  place  the 
late  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs  once  wrote  me  some  interesting 
particulars.  As  a  youth  he  and  his  brother  some- 
times fished  there,  and  always  had  good  sport.  The 
brothers  Want  were  then  proprietors.  Several 
salmon  and  pike  heads,  taken  from  fish  caught  in 
the  loeaHty,  and  similar  curiosities,  were  to  be  seen 
on  a  string  suspended  across  the  smoking-room,  but 
later  on,  when  the  house  changed  hands,  the  trophies 
were  consigned  to  the  dust-bin,  although  the 
"  Crown  "  worthily  maintains  its  angling  character, 
and  sundry  cases  of  specimen  fish  of  a  more  modern 
type  still  adorn  the  bar  of  the  good  old  hostelry. — 
Yours  truly,  T.  Ceumpi-en. 

12,  Regent-street,  Pall  Mall. 

Dear  Sir, — The  upper  reproduction  of  the  two 
plates  on  page  420  of  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette, 
concerning  which  you  inquire,  represents  a  hostelry 
about  a  mile  and  a-half  from  my  residence,  known 
as  Cook's  Ferry  Inn.  Years  ago  this  part  of  the 
Lea  was  known  as  Wick's  Fishery,  presumably  after 
the  name  of  the  then  landlord  mentioned  on  the 
signboard  of  the  inn  in  the  print,  namely,  Ben  Wicks. 
The  liouse  is  unaltered  to  this  day,  but  in  place  of 
what  appears  in  the  picture  to  be  a  well-flowing 
river  is  only  a  sluggish  stream,  choked  on  the  left 
of  what  is  visible  in  the  print  with  reeds,  weeds, 
and  rushes.  Crossing  the  river  at  this  point  there 
is  now  an  iron  bridge.  Anglers  still  use  this  water, 
but  sizeable  fish  seem  few  and  far  between. 

Should  you  core  to  have  a  photo  taken  from  about 
the  same  view  for  reproduction  or  for  your  own 
private  collection  for  purposes  of  comparison,  I 
shall  be  pleased  to  take  one  and  send  you. — Yours 
truly,  P.  W^ellington  Faembobough, 

F.Z.S.,  ETC. 

P.S. — Since  writing  the  above  I  have  taken  a 
stroll  down  to  see  the  place  which  I  had  not  been 
near  for  several  months.  The  river  has  disappeared, 
all  that  remains  being  a  mud  pool  al)out  ten  yards 
across  ;  the  bed  is  ornamented  with  old  tins,  pails, 
and  coal-scuttles.    I  will  send  a  photo  in  a  few  days' 
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time  to  show  how  ''  great  has  been  the  fall  of 
Babylon."  I  am  informed  that  the  gentleman  with 
a  white  hat  in  tlie  print  is  (or  rather  was)  named 
Meekin.  I  am  not  sure  of  the  spelling,  but  am 
rendering  it  phonetically. 

Dear  Sir, — The  upper  picture  on  p.  420,  Fishing 
Gazette,  is  "  Bleak  Hall,"  kept  by  Mr.  Wicks  for  the 
accommodation  of  anglers,  and  is  situated  close  to 
the  river  (Lea)  in  a  rural  sequestered  spot  at  the 
bottom  of  Water  Lane,  which  is  opposite  the  Angel 
Inn,  Edmonton  {vide  Salter's  Anglers'  Guide,  p.  338, 
edition  1841). 

The  lower  picture  is  also  a  scene  on  the  river  Lea, 
but  although  I  have  seen  an  account  of  it  in  an  old 
book,  I  cannot  just  at  present  recollect  the  name  of 
the  place. 

Should  any  of  your  readers  like  to  see  the  pair  of 
coloured  engravings,  they  can  do  so  by  applying  to 
Mr.  F.  T.  Williams  at  his  address  Great  Queen-street, 
who  has  very  kindly  offered  to  show  the  set  belong- 
ing to  me  for  a  few  weeks. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  secretary  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion, lias  very  kindly  consented  to  take  a  photo  of 
them  for  the  use  of  the  lantern  slides  at  his  much 
appreciated  evening  lectures,  and  if  he  can  only  get 
the  colours  of  the  marvellous  costumes  fancied  by 
anglers  sixty  years  since,  he  will  again  score  a  grand 
success. — Yours  truly,  W.  H.  Elsmobe. 


Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Referring  to  the  picture  by 
Pollard  of  "  Roach  Fishing  about  Sixty  Years  Ago," 
and  reproduced  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  1 3  with  editorial 
remarks  upon  the  picture,  I  used  when  a  youth,  and 
sixty  years  ago,  to  fish  the  Lea  for  roach  at  various 
spots  between  Ponders  End  and  Lea  Bridge  Fishery, 
and  I  have  yet  a  recollection  of  fishing  at  Cook's 
Ferry,  near  Edmonton.  If  ray  memory  serves  mo 
the  anglers  shown  in  the  picture  are  fishing  in  the 
Conservancy  river,  flowing  opposite  to  the  inn  at 
Cook's  Ferry,  the  old  river  flowing  at  the  rear 
thereof. 

If  you  refer  to  Cassell's  "  Greater  London,"  first 
edition,  p.  506,  and  the  drawing  on  page  564  thereof, 
showing  the  inn  at  Cook's  Ferry,  and  March's 
"  Jolly  Angler,"  published  by  him  in  1842  (and  of 
which  I  have  a  copy  purchased  by  me  in  1844), 
I  think  you  will  agree  with  me  that  I  have  good 
reason  beyond  mere  memory  for  my  thinking  that  the 
inn,  shown  in  the  roach  fishing  pictvire,  is  the  one 
at  Cook's  Ferry.  One,  Benjamin  Wicks,  or  Weekes, 
did  rent  various  stretches  of  water  on  that  part 
of  the  Lea  sixty  years  ago,  and  at  page  95  of 
March's  book,  when  describing  Lea  fisheries,  he 
stated  that  Mr.  "Weekes"  (?  B.  Wicks)  rented 
Flanders'  Weir  and  Cook's  Ferry  fisheries.  Cook's 
Ferry  is  reached  by  Water-lane  (now  called  Angel- 
road),  a  lane  running  from  Edmonton  to  the  Con- 
servancy river.  See  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  map 
of  the  "  Environs  of  London,"  first  edition. 

Of  course,  the  surroundings  of  Cook's  Ferry  Inn 
have  been  much  changed,  and  I  am  not  sure 
whether  the  house  has  been  pulled  down  or  altered, 
as  I  have  not  been  in  the  immediate  district  for 
twelve  years  past.  I  had  written  thus  far  when  it 
occurred  to  me  to  look  into  the  "  Angling  Resorts 
near  London,"  by  our  late  old  friend  P.  Wheeldon 
in  1878,  and  on  reading  the  article  "  Wicks's," 
pages  64  and  65.  the  more  I  think  that  the  inn  in  the 
roach-fishing  picture  is,  or  was,  the  inn  at  Cook's 
Ferry. — Yours  truly,  H.  L.  W.  Godwin. 

Dear  Sir, — Regarding  the  two  pictures  of 
fishing  about  sixty  years  ago,  you  will  have 
plenty  of  readers  to  identify  the  two  houses.  The 
one  printed  above  is  the  house  at  Cook's  Ferry, 
Angel-road,  on  the  river  Lea  ;  the  other  is  Higham 
Hill  Ferry  House,  many  years  in  the  possession  of 
the  late  James  Game,  and,  perhaps,  known  to  you 
as  "  Ford's."  These  two  houses  are  the  next  above 
Day's  Fishery  at  Tottenham,  and  may  be  seen  at 
the  present  day,  though  the  surroundings  are  quite 
changed.  There  is  an  iron  road  bridge  in  front  of 
"  Wick's,"  and  I  cannot  give  a  satisfactory  account 
of  the  fishing  tliere  now,  though  many  years  ago  it 
yielded  mo  some  very  good  roach.  Higham  Hill 
Fishery  is  now  a  thing  of  the  memory.  Fifteen  to 
twenty  years  ago  it  provided  really  capital  fishing  of 
various  kinds,  some  excellent  fly  fishing  for  chub, 
but  owing  to  increased  intakes  of  water  by  the 
East  London  Water- works  Company  the  flow  of 
water  became  reduced  until  of  late  years  the  once 
river  Lea  there  remained  a  stagnant  ditch.  Now 
this  part  of  the  old  river  has  been  blotted  out  of 
existence  by  tlic  construction  of  additional  reser- 
voirs, the  bank  of  one  of  which  actually  touches 
Game's  house,  and  not  so  much  as  one  drop  of 
wattsr  is  to  bo  seen  in  front  of  it.  It  is  pitifid  to  find 
a  place  which  once  provided  such  good  opportunities 
for  practising  the  art  of  angling  on  odd  evenings  so 
near  to  London  thus  removed  and  all  in  a  useless 
cause,  for  the  river  Loa  is  already  overtaxed  and 


unable  to  supply  the  quantity  of  water  required  of  it. 
The  pictures  afford  me  particular  interest. — Yours 
truly,  James  H.  Walker. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

[I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Walker  for  his  inte- 
resting letter  and  identification  of  the  old  angling 
inns.  I  fear  the  water  companies  are  fast  ruining 
the  fishing  in  the  Lea  and  other  rivers  near  London. 
—Ed.] 

Dear  Sir, — Undoubtedly  the  old  pictures  you 
show  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  13  refer  to 
"  Wick's  Water  "  at  Tottenham,  but  possibly  over 
sixty  years  ago. — Yours  truly,     F.  T.  Williams. 

10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C. 


Dear  Sir, — I  think  the  illustration  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  for  Dec.  13,  "  Roach  Fishing  About  Sixty 
Years  Ago,"  refers  to  the  Lea  at  Chingford,  near 
the  iron  bridge.  I  had  many  a  day's  fishing  there 
about  twenty  years  ago. — Yours  truly, 

B.  D.  Elmer. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Referring  to  your  remarks 
upon  page  420  of  current  issue  Fishing  Gazette, 
although  the  name  of  the  inn  is  not  clear  in  my 
memory,  the  spot  itself  where  the  roach,  etc., 
angling  of  sixty  years  ago  is  depicted,  is,  I  believe, 
no  other  than  "  Cook's  Ferry  "  on  the  Lea,  a  mile 
or  two  above  the  "  Ferry  Boat."  There  is  a  bridge 
to-day  almost  in  the  same  position  as  that  shown 
in  the  picture,  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  bridge 
is  a  deep  hole  ;  otherwise  there  is  little  water,  and 
that  stagnant.  A  stream  in  the  meadow  some 
hundred  yards  behind  the  anglers  on  this  side  of 
the  river,  and  belonging  to  the  water  company, 
may  accoimt  for  the  present  state  of  affairs  ;  or, 
maybe,  the  mill  above  works  no  more,  for  it  w.as 
once  a  mill  stream  from  the  main  river,  which  latter 
passes  behind  the  inn  where  that  line  of  trees  is 
shown.  Indeed,  the  picture  suggests  a  very  useful 
run  of  water  in  those  days. — Yours  truly, 

W.  L.  Sanderson. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Touching  your  query  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  the  inn  depicted  is,  I  think,  Ben- 
jamin Wick's,  on  banks  of  Lea,  about  half  a  mile 
from  Angel-road  Station  (on  G.E.R.).  "  W^ater 
Lane  "  was  its  name  when  I  knew  it  well,  often  going 
there  before  business  in  the  summer  mornings  and 
getting  a  dozen  or  so  of  fair  roach  in  an  hour.  I 
only  once  got  among  the  big  ones,  and  then  hooked 
two  in  five  minutes.  The  first  broke  the  hair  in 
landing  ;  the  other  (lib.  6oz. )  is  now,  I  believe, 
in  its  glass  case  in  the  parlovir  of  the  other  inn — 
Lewis's,  by  the  barge  cut  close  by.  The  best  fly 
fishing,  however,  was  then  in  the  grounds  of  the  old 
Chingford  Mill,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  further.  I  think 
the  whole  place  is  spoilt  now.  The  miller.  Hunt,  has 
left  years  ago  ;  I  met  him  the  other  day  on  Corn 
Exchange. — Yours  truly,  J.  P.  Taylor. 

[I  am  glad  to  find  my  note  has  brought  so  many 
interesting  replies. — Ed.] 

Salmon  Fly  Making  Material,  etc. 
Mrs.  Yates  has  asked  me  if  I  can  help  her  to 
dispose  of  the  collection  of  fly  making  material  for 
salmon,  sea-trout,  and  trout  flies  which  belonged  to 
her  late  husband.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  anyone 
wanting  to  purchase. 


"With  the  Season's  Compliments.'' 
I  have  to  thank  some  correspondent  at  Accring- 
ton  for  a  very  attractive  Christmas  card,  showing  a 
great  trout  sailing  round  a  little  bay  on  a  lake  and 
taking  in  the  May  Flies.  I  hope  the  sender  will 
hook  him.  R.  B.  Makston. 


A  FEW  INVENTIONS  AND 
ANGLING  EXPEEIENCES.* 


{Concluded  from  page  418.) 

One  word  more  to  describe  my  own  landing-net, 
and  it  is  the  net  by  far  the  most  suited  to  this 
purpose — simple  and  effective.  The  ring  is  a  plain 
steel  or  iron  one,  and  rather  thin,  as  it  cuts  the 
water  more  readily  if  thin.  It  is  all  made  in  one 
piece,  screw  and  all ;  in  fact,  it  is  the  simplest  and 
cheapest  of  all  the  landing-net  rings.  The  handle 
I  prefer  is  made  of  bamboo,  with  a  brass  ferrule  and 
a  female  screw  at  the  "  business  "  end.  The  butt  end 
is  fitted  with  a  brass  ferrule,  rounded  off.  The  net 
which  I  prefer  is  of  thin  and  hard  prepared  silk 
line,  or  tanned  cord,  the  knots  being  drawn  close, 
the  meshes  of  the  usual  size,  and  it  is  fixed  to  the 
ring  by  zinc  wire,  as  in  the  one  before  you.  Some- 

Paper  read  before  the  Trout  Anglers'  Club,  Edin- 
burgh, by  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  in  January,  1902. 


times,  in  jogging  along  with  the  net  slung  snugly 
away,  the  action  of  walking  has  caused  the  handle 
to  unscrew  and  get  detached  from  the  ring,  and 
many  a  time  I  have  had  to  retrace  my  steps  to  find 
the  handle  lying  some  paces  from  the  ring  and 
net.  To  obviate  this  I  always  adopt  the  following 
plan  now : — First,  I  screw  the  landing-net  home 
into  the  female  screw  in  the  handle,  then  I  get  a 
blacksmith  (or  if  a  rod  maker  is  at  hand  still 
better)  to  drill  a  hole  both  through  the  brass  of  the 
handle  and  the  iron  or  steel  of  the  landing-net 
screw,  and  convert  this  hole  into  a  female  screw,  into 
which  I  simply  insert  a  good  screw  nail,  and  then 
all  danger  of  losing  the  net  is  at  an  end.  A  very 
small  screw-driver  is  easily  carried  in  the  waistcoat 
pocket.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  once  I  am  located  for 
my  fishing  trip  I  never  remove  this  screw  nail 
till  the  hour  comes  when  my  trip  is  over.  This 
ends  my  "  inventions." 

Gentlemen,  I  have  been  advised  by  your  young 
and  energetic  president,  Mr.  Smith,  to  whom  I 
handed  my  manuscript,  asking  for  his  honest 
opinion,  that  enough  might  prove  as  good  as  a 
feast  of  these,  my  "  inventions,"  in  which  opinion 
I  readily  and  cordially  agreed.  Naturally,  I  was 
averse  to  speaking  of  my  "  lucky  days,"  but,  acting 
on  his  hint,  I  have  cut  down  several  subjects,  and 
am  now  about  to  depart  from  the  original  title  of 
my  paper,  "  Some  Inventions,"  by  dealing  also 
with  a  few  angling  experiences.  And  here  I  pause 
to  ask  myself  if  Mr.  Smith  had  some  hidden  mean- 
ing when  he  begged  me  to  give  you  some  passages 
from  my  life  as  an  old  angler.  Please  to  remember 
that  the  suggestion,  in  springing  from  the  old  title, 
is  that  I  am  to  allow  the  inventive  faculty  to 
preside  over  even  this  portion  of  my  paper,  to  the 
exclusion  of  veracity. 

Fall  many  a  shaft  at  random  sent. 
Finds  mark  the  archer  little  meant. 
But  what  would  life  be  if  we  had  not  a  joke  in 
sideways,  even  in  an  angling  "  paper  "  on  a  subject 
so  bone  dry  as  "Some  Inventions"?  Not  that 
the  inventions  are  of  no  practical  value,  but  that 
the  subject,  reduced  to  a  "  paper,"  is  apt  to  be 
wearisome  to  reader  and  listeners  alike,  and  I 
welcomed  the  suggestion  to  depart  from  niy  original 
plan,  and  to  lead  you  amongst  the  daisies,  butter- 
cups, and  primroses,  where  the  "  plash  "  of  the 
brook  flowing  over  stones  and  rocks  brings  to  mind 
the  days  of  youth — aye,  and  of  boyhood ;  and  is 
there  any  music  so  soothing  to  a  tired  body  and 
fagged  brain,  save,  perhaps,  the  additional  music 
of  the  reel  ?  Now  wait  a  moment,  till  I  don  my 
waders,  and  shoulder  my  creel,  and  "  tak'  ma  gad  " 
in  hand.  Well  do  I  remember,  in  the  days  o'  auld 
lang  syne,  getting  a  letter  from  an  old  school- 
fellow (we  were  Merchistonians  together)  inviting 
me  to  pay  him  a  visit  to  his  sweet  home  on  the 
Teviot,  a  river  I  have  a  positive  affection  for,  and 
as  I  did  not  know  the  quaint  old  poem  then,  what 
a  thrill  the  words  caused  as  I  read  the  lines  in 
which  he  worded  his  invitation,  in  the  words  of 
Roxby,  read  then  by  me  for  the  first  time  in  my 
life:— 

Though  Cheviot's  pow  be  frosty 

He's  green  belaw  the  knee. 
Sae  don  your  plaid,  and  tak'  your  gad, 
And  come  alang  wi'  me. 
Who,  when  young,  could  refuse  such  an  invitation  ? 
Is  it  not  a  wonderful  verse  ?    But  I  have  got  to 
obey  orders,  and  here  goes  for  a  good  try. 

Before  I  begin,  let  me  quote  a  story  of  the  late 
Lord  Morris,  Chief  Justice  of  Ireland.  He  was  a 
known  wit,  and  one  of  the  highest  order  too.  He 
was  taking  part  in  some  important  investigations 
with  Lords  Herschel  and  Watson,  and  when  it 
came  'to  his  turn  to  deliver  judgment,  he  did  so 
in  these  quaint  words :  "  One  of  us  is  a  Jew,  another 
a  Presbyterian,  and  I,  as  a  Roman  Catholic,  yield 
to  none  of  your  lordships,  in  ignorance  of  the 
matter  in  hand." 

Now,  gentlemen,  I  wish  to  apply  this  story  to 
my  present  subject.  When  I  say  I  have  had  my 
successes  as  an  angler,  I  may  add,  I  will  yield  to 
none  of  you  in  point  of  unlucky  days.  Yet  I  have 
been  for  many  years,  for  all  that,  the  top  scorer  on 
a  certain  river,  which  I  have  not  even  seen  for 
twenty  years ;  and  I  have  held  a  good,  and  even  a 
high,  place  on  some  other  English  and  Scotch 
rivers,  but  at  other  times  I  have  learned  deep 
humility ;  and,  somehow,  I  think  it  does  us  all 
good  now  and  then  to  get  the  worst  of  it,  whether 
it  be  in  fishing,  shooting,  boxing,  single-stick,  or 
even  when  riding  to  come  "a  cropper" — off  an 
Australian  buck- jumper  for  choice — and  I  have 
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been  familiar  with  all  these  forms  of  self-abase- 
ment, ami  that  is  why  I  am  now  going,  like  our 
fellow-couuti-ymen  who  "  joked  wi'  deeficulty,"  to 
brag  wi'  modesty — no  easy  task  1 

Eeally  I  don't  know  where  to  begin  ;  but  I  draw 
a  bow  at  a  venture,  and  recall  a  day  in  the  month 
of  June,  1860,  when  I  was  new  to  the  Highlands 
and  to  loch  fishing,  as  green  as  the  grass  on  the 
hillside ;  I  had  fished  the  Tweed,  the  Teviot,  and 
their  tributaries  for  years  for  a'  that.  Well,  I  had 
killed  ITjlb.  the  previous  day  to  my  friend's  9^1b., 
who  shared  the  boat,  and  next  day,  June  26,  1860, 
it  was  raining  steadily  when  we  rose — rain,  and  no 
wind  whatever.  We  were  staging  at  Luib  Inn,  on 
the  Dochart  river,  and  were  fishing  Lochs  Dochart 
and  Ure.  Being  so  rainy  I  began  to  dress  flies, 
but  about  one  o'clock  I  got  sick  of  being  in  the 
house,  drove  up  to  the  lochs  with  my  boatman, 
and  began  fishing  from  the  boat  a  little  after  2  p.m., 
and  in  a  few  hours  my  creel  was  full ;  and  I  started 
to  walk  back — about  four  or  five  miles,  I  think — in 
my  waders  and  waterproof  coat,  and  arrived  just  in 
time  for  my  supper,  or  dinner,  with  241b.  of  trout,  net 


Highland  loch  was  caused  in  this  way.  Millions 
of  midges  in  the  air  must  have  been  carried  down 
by  the  heavy  drops  of  rain,  and  so  set  the  trout 
feeding  :  and,  as  they  were  rising  quite  fast  when  I 
reached  the  loch,  the  inference  is  that  they  had 
been  feeding  for  some  hours  before  I  arrived,  and 
joa  know  how  many  midges  it  must  take  to  satiate 
a  trout. 

Therefore,  I  think  that  I  lost  my  chance  of  a 
very  big  "  take  "  that  day,  and  of  a  grand  brag 
to-day.  Mark  this  !  there  was  not  an  atom  of 
fishing  lore,  or  skill,  in  it  from  beginning  to  end  ; 
it  was  simply  a  case  of  quick  manipulation,  but 
had  the  trout  been  of  a  larger  average  I  would  have 
made  a  "record"  that  day;  as  it  was  I  did 
fairly  well. 

It  has  happened  thus  now  and  then  with  me. 
One  morning  on  the  Tweed,  in  open  and  hard 
fished  water,  I  killed  181b.  with  worm,  from  break- 
fast time  to  1  p.m.,  and  then,  for  no  apparent 
reason,  I  could  not  get  a  trout,  and  walked 
home.  It  occurred  to  me  afterwards  that,  just 
where  they  suddenly  ceased  to  take,  some  other 


who  weigh  basket  and  all  the  other  paraphernalia 
and  class  everything  as  "trout."  Gentlemen,  I 
take  the  liberty  of  stating  my  opinion,  that  the 
cockney  who  watches  a  tiny  float  and  catches 
gudgeon  in  his  beloved  Thames  is  the  nobler  and 
truer  sportsman  of  the  two. 

An  average  of  17ilb.  for  thirteen  days  with  the 
fly  only  (short  days)  is  as  good  as  anything  I  have 
done,  and  I  may  add  I  was  often  in  acute  pain  from 
rheumatism,  just  after  influenza,  so  much  so  that 
in  future  I  was  compelled  to  take  my  annual  fish- 
ing holiday  later  on  in  the  year,  and  when  the  fly 
fishing  (which  is,  and  always  has  baen,  niy  favourite 
sport)  was  xnostly  over.  liut  "  needs  must  when 
rheumatism  drives,"  and  now  I  am  practically 
shelved  by  this  cause. 

My  best  bag  was  only  3.31b.,  but  I  started  late 
from  the  inn  at  Altnacealgach  to  fish  that  short 
stretch  of  river  between  Lochs  Veyatie  and  Fewn. 
I  started  late,  as  I  have  said  already,  and  had  to 
drive  back  again  to  the  hotel  for  the  middle  joint  of 
my  fishing  rod.  Then  I  had  five  miles  to  drive  jU  a 
slow  "  powny  "  trap,  and  the  boat  had  to  be  b„;led 


Prom,  a  pa.intin'j  6y] 


Itchen  Trout  and  Grayling. 


[r.  G.  Targelt. 


weight.  It  was  not  very  much  I  know,  but  I  am 
absolutely  sure  that  had  I  only  arrived  there  at 
ten  o'clock  instead  of  at  two,  I  would  have  had  at 
least  401b.,  if  not  .501b.  Give  me  leave  to  explain 
why  I  venture  to  make  such  a  bold  statement. 
The  day  was  an  altogether  unique  one  in  my  own 
experience  as  a  loch  fisher.  As  I  said,  not  a 
breath  of  wind  was  blowing ;  further,  it  had  rained 
all  the  previous  day,  all  that  night,  and  all  this  day 
without  any  cessation,  and  the  rivers  and  lochs 
were  all  rising  rapidly  in  consequence.  Now,  Loch 
Dochart  is  quite  a  small  weedy  loch,  and  I  had  to 
row  from  the  lower,  Loch  ('re,  up  the  little  canal- 
like neck  connecting  Loch  Dochart  to  Loch  Ure, 

When  I  arrived  at  the  former  the  trout  were  not 
only  rising,  they  were  simply  "  bubbling  "  around 
the  boat  incessantly  amidst  the  heavy  drops  of 
rain.  For  a  loch  it  was  to  me  the  spectacle  of  a 
lifetime.  The  trout  ran  small,  and  I  eaw  that  if  I 
wanted  to  make  a  good  basket  I  must  lose  no  time. 
So  I  never  even  put  the  trout  into  my  creel,  but 
for  two  hours,  or  three,  simply  threw  them  into 
the  boat.  I  saw  no  flies,  but  my  firm  belief  was 
(and  still  is)  that  this  to  me  phenomenal  rise  on  a 


worm  fisherman  had  started  early,  and  that  I  was 
thus  fishing  his  "  water."  Had  they  continued  I 
would  have  had  a  very  fine  basket  that  day,  but  to 
follow  a  really  clever  worm  fisher  in  a  low,  clear 
water  is  a  forlorn  hope  as  a  rule,  though  even  that 
rule  has  its  bright  exceptions,  as  I  have  experienced 
myself.  Kather  I  should  have  said,  if  a  good  worm 
fisher  fishes  a  certain  stretch  of  water  and  searches 
it  thoroughly,  and  when  the  trout  are  really  taking 
freely,  I  for  one  would  not  like  to  follow  that  man  for 
some  hours,  or  even  that  day.  It  is  hard  to  under- 
stand how  it  is  that  this  style  of  fishing  scares  the 
other  trout  so.  For  on  a  large  river  one  can  fish 
the  same  pool  or  stream  over  and  over  again  with 
fly  in  spring.  However,  we  have  got  to  deal  with 
facts  and  not  fancies.  I  will  forgive  the  man 
who  beats  me  when  he  fishes  a  low  water  behind 
me  in  the  worm  season,  if  I  have  time.  It  is  often 
otherwise  in  fly  fishing. 

During  my  whole  angling  career  I  have  never 
done  anything  very  remarkable,  but  wherever 
fishing  was  to  be  had  "  I  was  generally  there  or 
thereabouts "  when  it  came  to  the  weighing,  I 
have  always  been  a  hater  of  the  clq,ss  of  anglers 


and  launched.  I  nipped  my  flies  oft"  and  sub- 
stituted two  swivels,  and  with  a  fourteen-foot 
fly  rod  and  thirty  or  thirty-five  yards  of  line  I 
trolled,  as  we  rowed  slowlj'  down  Loch  Veyatie, 
with  a  small  "  phantom,"  hooking  and  landing, 
alone  and  unaided  on  shore,  a  fine  trout  of  121b.  2oz., 
part  of  my  bag.  The  result  was  that  we  did  not 
reach  my  "river"  till  quite  two  o'clock,  and  I  had 
to  leave  fairly  early,  but  I  got  211b.  with  the  &y, 
in  all  331b.  net  weight.  Once  before  I  fished  that 
same  short  bit  of  river,  taking  27lb.  of  trout,  and 
all  with  fly.  It  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  shooting 
tenant  I  hear.  I  have  seldom  gone  in  for  trolling, 
save  when  rowing  from  place  to  place.  In  fact,  I 
never  seemed  to  care  for  it,  and  it  is  hardly  sport. 

The  best  trout  I  ever  took  from  a  river  were 
taken  with  small  trout  flies  (No.  2)  and  both  from 
the  Tweed — one  weighed  51b,  loz.,  and  the  other 
81b,  6oz.  The  first  was  at  Maxton,  below  St. 
Boswell's,  and  I  had  neither  a  landing-net  nor  any 
friendly  hand  to  take  my  rod  when  that  deep, 
thickset  trout  grounded  on  a  far-stretching  shallow, 
the  perfection  of  a  place  for  landing  a  trout  up  to 
lilb.  or  even  21b.  Every  plunge  he  made  then  was 
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full  of  peril,  so  I  risked  all  and  I  succeeded  ;  but 
when  I  laid  the  rod  down,  the  game  was  in  the 
trout's  hands,  for  I  had  very  light  tackle  and  No.  2 
fly  hooks.    It  was  touch  and  go. 

The  smaller  trout  (31b.  6oz.)  I  hooked  and  landed 
above  Innerleithen  Bridge,  just  below  Quairfoot, 
also  with  a  small  trout  fly  and  light  tackle.  I  have 
had  a  fair  sprinkling  of  trout  of  from  21b.  to  4ilb. 
in  lochs  and  rivers,  the  larger  ones  chiefly  by  trolling 
with  my  fly  rod  when  passing  from  point  to  point, 
but  I  have  killed  any  number  of  trout  of  lib.  each, 
a  good  number  of  from  Ijlb.  to  IJlb.  each,  and  a 
good  few  of  21b.,  but  singularly  few  over  that  weight 
in  river  fishing,  considering  the  number  of  fine 
trout  I  have  taken  in  the  years  which  lie  behind 
me  now,  in  fact,  durmg  my  life  as  an  angler.  I  am 
a  river  angler  by  choice,  for  I  have  towards  loch 
fishing  in  comparison  a  feeling  well  expressed  in 
Lord  Tennyson's  well-known  words  : 

Rather  a  month  in  Cadiz 
Than  a  cycle  in  Cathay. 

River  fishing  with  the  fly  is  to  me  the  poetry  of 
sport. 

Loch  fishing  hath  its  charms  too,  but  they  arc  a 
mile  behind  the  charms  of  river  fishing  with  its 
endless  changes  of  pool  and  stream,  whether  in  the 
parent  "  river,"  "  water,"  or  the  bonny,  brawling 
hill  "  burn,"  singing-its  ain  praises  as  it  rins  alang, 
the  witch  I 

Gentlemen,  my  paper  has  come  to  its  close. 
May  I  venture  on  a  very  few  words  more  to  express 
the  wish — the  earnest  wish — that  ere  long  we  shall 
have  a  close  time  for  trout  in  Scotland.  That  is 
but  one  step.  We  also  want  to  see  our  rivers  pure, 
our  salmon  and  trout  free  from  fungus,  a  nobler 
spirit  amongst  our  fellow  countrymen  in  relation  to 
trout  and.  salmon  fishing,  whereby  all  unsports- 
manlike and  unfair  modes  of  fishing  will  be  punished 
by  the  universal  and  wholesome  expression  of  public 
opinion,  instead  of  being  secretly  encouraged  by  it 
as,  I  fear,  is  too  often  the  case  at  present.  Lastly, 
I  want  to  see  a  little  more  of  that  spirit  abroad  hi 
the  land  which  is  embodied  in  the  beautiful  poem 
by  Bums — ,"  The  Humble  Petition  of  Bruar  Water." 

If  we  are  supine,  in  a  short  time  the  ruthless 
hand  of  Fate  will  have  handed  over  to  the  manu- 
facturing interest  every  lovely  valley  in  Scotland, 
which  God  forbid  !  To  no  class  of  men  would  such 
vulgar  Vandalism  appear  a  crime  more  than  to 
anglers.  And  now,  whilst  thanking  you  for  your 
kind  attention,  permit  me  to  wish  each  and  all  of 
you  heartily  a  rattling  good  fishing  season  1 

Note,  Nov.  27,  1902. — My  "  earnest  wish  "  has 
been  gratified,  and  the  trout  at  this  vwment  are 
under  the  protecting  care  of  the  Act  for  which  I 
had  worked  as  well  as  "  wished."       E.  M.  Tod, 


TEOUT  FISHING  ON  EAPID 
STEEAMS.* 
By  H.  C.  Cutoliffh,  F.R.C.S. 

{Continued  from  'page  419.) 

CHAPTER  11— continued. 

Now  the  trout  are  fierce,  bold,  rapacious,  and 
tyrannical  over  all  their  own  kind  smaller  than 
themselves,  and  all  other  smaller  fish  and  insects  ; 
but  they  are  excessively  timid  of  the  presence  of 
other  animals.  An  otter,  by  natural  instinct, 
they  shun,  so  also  water-rats,  and  even  birds ; 
cows,  'tis  true,  they  will  come  close  to,  if  they  are 
in  the  water,  being  attracted  by  the  grubs  washing 
down  from  the  dung  of  the  animals,  but  these 
tlu^y  come  up  to  by  slow  degrees,  and  the  sudden 
approach  of  a  cow  will  intimidate  them.  But  of 
man  particularly,  and  beycmd  all  other  animals, 
do  they  dread  the  presence  ;  gcnci  ally  as  soon  as 
they  discover  one,  they  rusli  ofl ;  but  this  is  not 
always  the  case;,  Wwy  may  remain  stationary, 
watching  him,  if  he  be  quiet,  but  the  slightest 
movement  on  his  part  will  make  them  retreat 
hastily  ;  and  though  after  Iiaving  seen  a  man  they 
may  remain  stationary,  they  nevertheless  seem 
awed  by  his  presence,  they  cease  feeding — or 
should  they  feed,  they  are  yet  evidently  discom- 
poHCid,  shy,  and  timid — impressed  as  it  were 
with  fear,  they  are  doubtful  in  all  their  movements, 

*  From  that  capital  little  work,  "The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams:  coriiprising  a 
complete  system  ui  fisliing  the  Noith  Devon 
Btreams,  and  tlieir  like."  Published  by  fSampson 
J^ow,  Murstcjn  &  Co.,  St.  Duiistan's  House,  Fctter- 
luno,  London.    Price,  ISs.  Ud.,  pcjst  free. 


and  appear  instine*ively  to  feel  the  necessity  of 
caution  ;  sometimes  when  so  affected,  the  sudden 
ajipearance  of  an  insect  -within  their  reach  will  so 
arouse  them  for  a  moment  that  in  their  eagerness 
for  prey  they  may  have  their  attention  so  far 
absorbed  as  to  forget  the  presence  of  a  stranger, 
and  make  a  start  as  if  to  capture  the  insect ; 
whilst  on  their  course,  however,  they  are  reminded 
that  an  enemy  is  near,  and  instead  of  capturing 
the  insect,  turn  short  of  it,  refusing  indeed  to 
feed.  We  beUeve  this  is  often  the  case,  that  they 
are  either  so  terrified  by  the  presence  of  man, 
that  they  rush  off  to  a  hiding  place,  or  frightened 
as  to  remain  quite  stationary,  even  food  present- 
ing ;  or  just  alarmed  as  to  make  an  attempt  at 
the  capture  of  a  prey  \vith  susjiicion,  and  ulti- 
mately to  decline  taking  it  all.  This  is  a  subject 
of  gieat  moment  to  the  fisherman,  and  the  young 
piscator  will  employ  some  time  very  profitably  in 
trying  for  himself  some  experiments  in  proof  of 
what  we  have  stated  respecting  the  voracity  of  the 
trout,  and  the  influence  any  strange  object,  or  even 
any  unaccustomed  movement  of  a  famihar  object, 
will  have  on  his  natural  boldness  in  seizing  prey, 

CHAPTER  IIL 

In  our  last  chapter  we  took  a  hasty  view  of  the 
disposition  of  the  trout,  noticing  only  some  such 
characters  as  immediately  affect  us  as  fishermen, 
and  of  those  only  such-  as  most  especially  demand 
the  earnest  attention  and  consideration  of  all 
desiring  to  obtain  sport  with  the  trout.  Many 
more  characteristics  of  the  fish  might  of  course 
have  been  enumerated,  and  altogether  very  much 
more  have  been  said  on  the  subject ;  but  the 
desire  has  been  and  will  be  to  state  such  leading 
points  only  as  must  be  carefully  remembered  and 
earnestly  applied,  t)iat  wo  may  not  confuse  the 
mind  of  a  young  beginner  with  rules  and  dogmas, 
but  rather  lead  him  reasonably  to  consider  his  art, 
and  assist  him  to  deduce  from  simple  facts  cor- 
rect and  decided  opinions  of  his  own,  and  instruct 
him  in  the  best  mode  of  practically  applying  the 
knowledge  he  may  acquire  from  others,  or  from 
his  own  observation  by  the  river  side. 

Having  stated  that  the  trout  in  small  rapid 
streams  are  generally  feeding,  and  that  their  food 
is  various,  it  will  behove  us  well  to  consider  our 
best  means  of  taking  advantage  of  the  trout's 
voracity,  and  of  accommodating  our  resources  to 
the  variable  desires  of  the  fish,  in  order  that  we 
may  not  only  always  select  the  bait  which  by 
preference  he  may  be  taking  in  most  abundance 
at  any  particular  time,  but  also  that  we  may 
employ  that  which  will  assist  us  most  materially 
in  attracting  him  anc^  favour  our  own  seclusion 
and  deception. 

As  to  the  resources  we  have  of  varying  our 
allurements,  we  have  only  to  remember  that  the 
trout  feeds  on  all  fish  smaller  than  himself,  on  all 
insects  found  on  and  near  the  water,  or  such  as 
in  passing  over  may  fall  into  the  water,  as  well 
as  worms,  grubs  of  all  sorts,  and  the  spawn  of 
other  fish.  Having  then  so  large  an  assortment 
for  our  selection,  it  will  be  well  for  us  as  early 
as  possible  to  understand  why  at  one  time  one 
bait  should  be  adopted  and  another  at  another 
time,  before  attempting  to  learn  the  mode  of 
using  each  particular  bait.  And  as  a  preliminary 
point  let  us  briefly  consider  which  of  all  these 
articles  of  food  is  best  adapted  for  deceiving  the 
fish.  And  perhaps  to  one  not  practically  ac- 
quainted with  our  art,  the  solution  of  the  question 
may  seem  obvious,  and  to  depend  simply  on  the 
fondness  of  the  trout  for  any  one  article  in  par- 
ticular, which  of  all  others  would  therefore  apjjear 
to  be  most  advantageous  to  the  fisherman  as  a  bait. 
This  has  in  part  been  alluded  to  before,  and  we 
mentioned  that  the  voracious  trout  is  not  solely 
and  at  all  times  guided  by  simple  appetite  or 
peculiar  inclination  and  love  of  any  article  of 
food  ;  but  that  he  may  be  excited  to  feed  by  the 
juirticular  manner  of  his  prey,  tempting  him  by 
greater  attraction  or  eonspicuity,  so  that  one  of 
many  small  flies  or  fish  will  often  be  especially 
selected,  not  from  any  ajiparent  su})eriority  in 
condition  or  appearance  in  form,  but  simply  from 
arousing  the  trout's  belligerent  passions,  or 
awakening  him  from  indifleienee  by  extraordinary 
provocation.  Hence,  in  oui-  determination  of  a 
bait,  we  must  find  one  that  will  not  only  be  agree- 
able to  the  fish  as  a  viand,  but  one  which  of  all 
others  will  i)e  most  exciting  to  him  ;  nor  is  this 
all,  for  inasmuch  as  a  third  [)arty  is  to  bo  introduced 


— namely,  the  fisherman  himself — no  little  atten- 
tion must  be  given  to  the  importance  of  his  share 
in  the  proceeding ;  consequently,  the  bait  must 
not  only  be  of  all  others  the  most  alluring  in  every 
way,  but  of  all  others  be  such  us  is  best  adapted 
to  the  process  and  use  thejfisherraan  will  adopt,- 
besides  being  favourable  to  his  own  convenience. 

If  we  turn  our  attention  to  the  natural  fly, 
it  would  appear  from  what  we  have  remarked 
that  it  would  best  answer  the  purposes  required 
as  far  as  the  fish  is  concerned  (and  this  is  true  of 
it  as  an  enticement)  ;  but  we  should  find  the  living 
fly  very  troublesome  to  use  on  rapid  streams,  from 
its  delicate  structure  giving  much  annoyance  in 
constantly  necessitating  a  change  of  bait ;  every 
fish  that  touches  it,  independently  of  the  action 
of  the  water  itself,  taking  it  off,  besides  being  incon- 
venient to  obtain  at  all  times  in  sufficient  numbers. 
We  want,  then,  that  which  will  be  as  attractive  and 
enticing  as  the  natural  fly,  and  be  more  convenient 
to  the  fisherman.  Next  would  suggest  itself  fern 
webs,  and  some  beetles,  and  in  them  many  objec- 
tions are  done  away  with,  and  certainly  a  most 
excellent  bait  is  before  us,  but  these  cannot  be 
obtained  at  all  times,  and  the  trout  will  only  take 
them  at  particular  seasons.  But  as  we  intend  to 
remark  specially  on  each  particular  bait,  we  now 
proceed  with  the  flies,  and  finding  inconvenience 
in  the  natural  delicacy  of  the  living  fly,  call  art 
to  our  assistance,  and  imitate  the  insect  we  should 
otherwise  use — imitate  with  precision  when  we 
wish  and  are  obhged  to  rely  solely  on  our  decep- 
tive power,  as  in  slow  water,  or  deep  and  still 
streams  ;  but  where  we  wish  rather  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  natural  infirmity  of  the  trout — their 
voracity — and  are  able  to  do  so  without  exposing 
too  much  our  deception,  as  in  rapid  streams,  we  so 
far  imitate  nature  in  general  appearance  and  colour 
as  to  lead  the  trout  to  imagine  an  insect,  or  at  least 
something  eatable,  is  before  him,  but  rely  more 
ujjon  our  bait  as  an  attraction  than  an  actual 
deception  of  a  particular  fly  and  its  manner  of 
employment,  as  an  excitement  to  the  fish,  Avhich 
from  his  habits  we  judge  he  cannot  resist.  And 
taking  still  water  and  shallow  rapid  streams  or 
cascades  as  two  extremes,  we  would  say  with 
regard  to  artificial  flies  that  in  still  water  we 
should  rely  upon  the  deceptive  power  of  the  fly, 
and  judge  of  the  value  of  flies  by  their  represen- 
tation and  exactness  of  simihtude  to  the  natural 
insect.  Whereas  in  rapid  streamlets  we  should  rely 
mainly  on  our  mode  of  using  the  artificial  fly,  whose 
good  qualities  would  consist  in  the  greatest  eon- 
spicuity, provided  such  did  not  so  far  exceed  the 
Ukeness  of  anything  natural  and  edible  as  to 
frighten  the  trout.  And  as  in  rivers  we  find  every 
gradation  of  distinction  between  the  still  water  and 
rapid  brook,  so  shall  we  hereafter-  observe  every 
degree  of  difference  between  the  gaudy,  conspicuous, 
and  insulting  bait  for  the  rapid  and  the  sober, 
quiet,  deceptive,  artificial  fly  for  the  still  water. 

Again,  as  regards  baits,  we  have  worms,  slugs, 
and  small  fish,  as  minnows,  which  are  usually 
such  stimulants  to  the  gustatory  and  predatory 
dispositions  of  the  trout  as  few,  even  the  oldest 
and  most  cunning,  can  resist.  And  every  fisher- 
man ambitious  of  capturing  large  trout,  ought 
to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  use  of  these  baits 
— as  for  bottom  fishing  no  legitimate  means  of 
capture  is  equal  to  the  minnow  or  worm.  We 
would  advise  every  student  in  the  art  of  fishing 
to  make  himself  well  acquainted  with  the  best 
methods  of  using  the  natural,  the  artificial  fly, 
the  worm,  and  the  minnow  ;  with  such  resources 
as  these,  pro-vided  there  be  rapidity  of  stream, 
and  plenty  of  trout,  a  good  day's  sport  may  at 
any  time  with  certainty  be  relied  on. 

In  using  each  and  all  of  these  baits,  we  have 
one  constant  difficulty  to  overcome,  with  some 
greater  than  with  others,  but  more  or  less  still 
ever  to  be  contended  with,  never  to  be  forgotten, 
and  this  is  to  avoid  alarming  the  trout.  We 
shall  find  so  far  as  our  ))ait  alone  is  concerned 
that  the  trout  is  not  by  any  means  easily  frightened  ; 
but  we  must  ever  remember  that  the  trout,  most 
mercifully  to  him,  is  endowed  with  a  wonder- 
fully acute  sense,  namely,  that  of  vision.  To  what 
extent  trout  hear  or  smell  we  do  not  pretend  to 
decide  ;  these  senses,  however  much  or  little  deve- 
loped, will  not  either  assist  or  oppose  us  in  our 
practice  ;  but  the  wonderful  acuteness  of  the 
sight  of  trout  will  bo  found  the  greatest  difficulty 
we  have  to  contend  with,  and  most  especially 
careful  must  we  always  be  to  prevent  the  trout 
seeing  us,  not  only  our  whole  body  but  not  even 
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a  hair  of  oiu-  head,  and  to  avoid  causing  any  un- 
natural movements  of  famiUar  objects  within  his 
range  of  vision,  as  well  as  to  avoid  frightening 
any  other  trout  below  where  the  fish  we  want  to 
catch  is  Ijnng,  lest  he  should  start  off  and  in  his 
terror  tell  his  brethren  something  is  moving,  a 
stranger  is  in  proximity. 

(To  he  continued.) 

"BUCHAN'S  BIES."* 

(A  TRUE  STORY.) 
Br  Felix  Penne. 

At  the  close  of  the  beautiful  lantern  show  given 
under  the  auspices  of  the  B.S.A.S.  I  got  into  con- 
versation with  Donal  O  loci,  a  tall,  broad  Celt,  who 
has  walked  many  lands  and  fished  many  waters, 
not  only  in  his  dear  native  Emerald  Isle,  but  from 
John  o'  Groats  to  the  Land's  End,  with  New  Zea- 
land, Australia,  and  Africa  thrown  in.  Of  course, 
we  "  got  a  talking,"  like  the  witnesses  in  "Bardell 
versus  Pickwick,"  and  of  course  with  so  many 
beautiful  pictures  still  in  the  mind's  eye,  our  gossip 
was  of  the  sea.  "  I  have  some  splendid  photo- 
graphs which  would  make  sUdes  interesting  to 
Scotsmen,"  said  Donal  ;  "  they  were  given  to  me 
years  ago  in  Australia,  and  connected  with  them 
is  a  yarn  worth  telUng,  a  story  of  heroism,  which 
would  make  the  blood  of  any  British  boy  tingle  in 
his  veins.  The  story  actually  made  me  break  out, 
like  Silas  Wegg,  into  poetry  " — and  with  a  blush 
(all  poets  are  modest)  my  friend  put  into  my  hand 
a  pretty  little  booklet.  I  did  not  read  it  at  the 
moment.  It  was  a  busy  hour  at  the  close  of  that 
memorable  social  evening ;  but  I  perused  the 
poem  before  I  slept,  and  found  myself  "  British 
boy  "  enough  to  be  thrilled  by  a  story  of  forgotten 
heroism.  It  was  thirty-five  years  after  the  event, 
under  an  Australian  sky,  that  "  Jamie"  one  of 
the  boys  who  figure  in  the  story,  gave  the  facts  to 
my  friend,  Donal  O'loci,  who  felt  moved  to  put 
the  story  into  a  ballad,  which  I  here  partly  para- 
phrase. 

In  many  a  fisherman's  cot  there  still  linger 
memories  of  the  great  storm  of  November,  1857, 
which  devastated  the  north-east  coast  of  Scotland, 
and  caused  terrible  destruction  on  sea  and  land. 
Forty-two  brave  fishermen  perished,  their  boats 
and  gear  were  utterly  destroyed,  and  want  and 
misery  were  felt  in  many  a  humble  cottage.  The 
Times  raised  a  sum  of  £5000  for  the  widows  and 
orphans.  Many  coasting  vessels  and  traders  with 
Norway  and  other  northern  ports  were  in  sore  dis- 
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treas.  One  timber-laden  barque  was  caught  by  the 
3torm  and  disabled  high  up  in  the  North  Sea,  and, 


*  "  Buchan''3  Bir.'i,  or 'Forgotten  Heroism,"  by 
Donal  O'loci,  may  be  obtained  of  Arliss  Andrews, 
Museum-street,  Bloomsbury.    Price  6d. 


with  most  of  her  crew  washed  wverboard,  she  was 
drifting  on  to  the  north-east  coast  of  Scotland — 
off  rocky  Buchaness.  The  pitiful  plight  of  the 
vessel  was  not  unmarked.  On  the  rocky  coast, 
almost  in  the  beating  surf,  stood  an  old  grey 
fisherman  of  seventy.  His  heart  was  bold  as  ever, 
but  his  arms,  which  had  hauled  in  many  a  well- 
laden  net  from  the  briny  deep,  were  now  almost 
too  old  and  stiff  to  pull  an  oar  or  tug  a  rope. 
Round  his  knees  were  his  grandchildren,  a  lad  of 
twelve,  a  boy  of  ten,  and  two  girls,  twins,  of  the 
same  age.  Several  women,  gazing  with  anxious 
eyes  on  the  wild  waves,  surrounded  the  group. 

"  A  vessel  in  distress  outside  !  " 

Sung  out  the  boy  of  ten. 
"  Aye,  Jamie,"  many  voices  cried, 

"  But  gone  have  all  the  men. 
Ah,  mercy,  'tis  too  true,  a  wreck, 

She's  drifting,  gone  her  gear  ! 
Nothing  can  live  long  on  that  deck  : 

Oh,  would  the  men  were  here  !  " 

Then  up  spoke  sturdy  John,  the  strong-limbed, 
bright-eyed,  stout-hearted  man — of  twelve.  "  I'm 
not  afraid  to  go,"  said  he.  "  Nor  am  I,"  cried 
Jamie,  the  sturdy  hero  aged  ten,  and  the  girls, 
Maggie  and  Jean,  with  kindhng  eyes  stood  by  their 
brothers.  "  We  are  not  afraid  either  ;  we  can 
row,"  they  cried  in  one  breath. 

Old  Charlie,  the  white-haired  fisherman,  pain- 
fully scrambled  into  the  boat,  which  the  heroic  little 
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crew  of  four  launched.  He  could  still  hold  on  to 
the  tiller,  and  his  practised  eye  and  seamanship 
were  of  more  value  even  than  strength.  He 
thought  of  kith  and  kin  lost  in  the  angry  waves,  of 
others  who  had  been  saved  from  watery  death,  and 
he  never  oneo  thought  of  holding  back  the  little 
heroes,  though  they  were  dear  to  him  as  the  apple 
of  his  eye.  I  can  almost  fancy  I  see  that  frail 
boat  tossed  on  the  wild  waves,  the  bent  back  of 
the  old  coxswain,  his  grand  old  head  straining  for- 
ward to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  wreck,  the  brown 
muscular  arms  of  the  boys  and  the  white  rounded 
arms  of  the  girls  tugging  at  the  oars,  while  the 
cruel  biting  wind  blows  golden  locks  into  blue  eyes, 
but  cannot  chill  the  noble  hearts  beating  madly 
with  exertion  and  excitement.  Will  they  ever 
come  back,  that  gallant  little  crew? — back  to  the 
granite  shore  against  which  the  sea  dashes  so 
furiously  ?  .  .  .• 

"  Steady,  mates,"  cried  the  cox'un  old 
As  he,  mid  surging  waves  and  spray 

Steered  true,  with  practised  hand  and  bold, 
From  Buchan's  beach — away.  .  .  . 

Oh  !  what  a  struggle  it  is  for  that  little  crew,  but 
a  struggle  not  in  vain — 

They  near  the  wreck,  and  cheerily 
They  pull  anew — hurrah  for  joy  : 

Now  pull  for  shelter  'neath  her  leo — ■ 
Now  shout,  "  Hi  !  ship  ahoy  !  " 


There  is  at  last  an  answc;!'  to  that  shout,  a  weird, 
wild  face  peeps  over  the  rail.  Live  men  are  on 
board,  and  that  fact  is  enough  foi'  Jamie  and  .John, 
who  have  soon  clambertid  up  the  chains  and  helped 
three  half-frozen,  half-drowned  mariners  into  the 
boat,  not  without  much  skilful  manrjcuvring  with 
a  friendly  rope. 

r  -"^-  -  -  ^ 
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Slains  Castle,  Aberdeenshire. 
(Residence  of  the  Earl  of  ErroU.) 


'Twas  now  a  run  before  the  sea  for  home — and 
what  a  run  ! 

For  now 

They  see  the  seas  come  rushing  on. 
Threatening  to  pass  o'er  stern  and  bow, 
To  swamp  them  every  one. 

Old  Charlie  cheered  them  to  their  goal, 

Though  dangers  great  around  them  lay  ; 
Back-wash  and  breakers,  rock  and  shoal. 

Before  them  on  their  way. 
Through  shoals  and  breakers,  surges  wild, 

Brave  Charlie's  skill  stands  well.    He  steers 
Through  "  Buchan's  Birs  "  to  waters  mild. 

Midst  ringing  shouts  and  cheers. 

That  is  the  story  which  Donal  O'loci  has  told  in 
homely  verse.  His  little  booklet  has  been  accepted 
by  King  Edward  VII.,  who  dearly  loves  a  story  of 
heroism  and  pluck,  and  read  by  some  of  the 
greatest  in  the  land.  And  what  became  of  the 
little  crew  ?  Doubtless  the  bonny  girls  became 
wives  and  mothers  of  stalwart  fishermen.  Jamie 
went  out  to  Australia,  sturdy  John  took  to  the 
sea,  and  brave  old  Charlie  has  long  since  gone  to 
the  better  land.  But  round  the  coast  of  Buchan 
in  the  fisherman's  cot  and  in  the  stately  castle  of 
the  Earl  of  ErroU  they  still  talk  of  the  gallant  little 
crew  whose  story  deserves  to  be  read  side  by  side 
with  that  of  Grace  Darling. 

Through  such  good  stock  from  hall  and  cot, 

Great  Britain's  mistress  of  the  sea  ; 

And  fiery  Celt  and  sturdy  Scot 

Ungrudgingly  throw  in  their  lot, 
That  greater  she  may  be. 


THE  THEALDOM  OF  INHEEITED 
INSTINCT. 

Fish  Migration  and  Propagation. 

In  recent  articles  upon  migratory  fish  the  writer 
adverted  to  the  unquestioned  fact  that  the  finny 
voyagers  returned,  not  only  to  their  native  stream, 
but  to  the  very  spot  of  their  emergence  from  the 
parental  ova.  He,  moreover,  contended  that  the 
migrants  of  a  particular  stream  had  a  fixed  marine 
abode  within  the  limits  whereof  they  maintained 
a  distinct  and  separate  existence.  In  further 
support  of  the  latter  contention  may  be  adduced 
the  fact  that  migratory  birds  appear  to  have  a 
localised  winter  habitat,  and  that  the  distribution 
of  a  species  with  relation  thereto  may  be  as  wide 
as  that  incident  to  its  breeding  season.  The  asso- 
ciated  departure   and    return    of   swallows,  for 
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instance,  may  be  accepted  as  evidence  that  they 
keep  together  in  southern  climes,  restricting  them- 
selves to  a  certain  area,  just  as  they  do  elsewhere. 
The  migration  of  birds  and  fishes  are  so  similar 
in  operation  that  an  identity  of  habit  in  this  particu- 
lar may  be  predicated  of  each  great  division  of  the 
animal  kingdom  ;  thus  we  know  that  the  young  of 
birds  set  off  alone  upon  journeys  of  wondrous 
magnitude,  being  probably,  as  with  fish,  guided  by 
an  effective  perception  of  their  distant  bourn.  The 
voyages  of  both  the  finny  and  the  feathered  pilgrims 
are  accomplished  in  varying  degrees  of  obscurity 
and  darkness,  for  the  aerial  traveller  holds,  often 
by  preference,  his  certain  course  beneath  the  night's 
mysterious  pall. 

It  would  thus  appear  that  the  salmon  fledgling, 
like  the  young  bird,  undertakes  its  initial  voyage  with 
a  certain  inherited  perception  of  its  proper  course, 
but  whether  this  perception  exists  as  an  undivided 
whole,  or  whether  it  is  evoked,  at  different  stages 
of  the  journey,  as  separate  links  of  a  continuous 
chain,  is  a  matter  for  speculation.  Not  impro- 
bably, upon  the  fish's  emergence  from  its  native 
stream  contact  with  salt  water  may  stir  into 
activity  the  appropriate  instinct,  just  as  a  mosquito, 
despite  the  fact  that  it,  together  with  generations 
of  ancestors,  may  have  been  innocent  of  blood  and 
unopj)ressed  with  a  desire  therefor,  may  develop, 
with  a  consciousness  of  its  existence  and  direction, 
an  uncontrollable  attraction  thereto.  If,  under  the 
circumstances  alluded  to,  the  ancestors  of  the 
descending  fish  fry  are  "  to  the  manner  born,"  if 
they  are  the  product  of  ova  deposited  by  parents 
that  are  natives  of  that  particular  stream,  then 
they  may  be  assumed  to  jiossess  the  necessary 
equipment  for  their  marine  voyage.  If,  on  the 
contrary,  they  are  the  product  of  an  artificial 
hatching  of  the  ova  of  alien  fish  brought  from 
another  and  distint  stream,  then  upon  their 
encounter  with  the  great  ocean  there  may  be 
awakened  in  the  tiny  wayfarers  either  a  chain  of 
delusive  instincts  or  none  at  all.  In  any  event, 
the  particular  perceptions  incident  to  the  locality 
are  not  evoked,  for  they  are  not  possessed  ;  thus,  in 
every  sense,  the  little  wanderers  are  "  all  at  sea." 

The  thraldom  of  an  inherited  instinct  of  direction 
v.'ould  go  far  toward  explaining  the  failure  of  every 
attempt  to  elsewhere  establish  the  quinnat  or  king 
salmon  of  the  Pacific.  Probably  over  a  hundred 
different  tributaries,  great  and  small,  of  the  Atlantic 
have  been  abortively  stocked  with  the  fry  of  this 
magnificent  fish,  and  equally  with  our  own  country 
has  the  result  been  disappointing  in  Germany, 
Prance,  Austria,  Great  Britain,  and  in  the  Southern 
Hemisphere.  The  Pacific  salmon  in  habit,  in 
strength,  and  capacity,  is  so  nearly  identified  with 
its  Atlantic  congener  that  each  should  readily 
thrive  in  the  waters  of  the  other.  What  affords 
sustenance  to  the  one  doubtless  does  so  to  the 
other  ;  but  the  fry  of  the  native  salmon,  upon 
breasting  the  ocean's  brine,  is  probably  guided  by 
an  inherited  perception  of  distant  feeding  grounds, 
whcreia  the  forlorn  progeny  of  a  fish  foreign  to  the 
tributary  that  is  descended,  possessing  an  unser- 
viceable stock  of  inherited  instincts,  may  be  doomed 
to  destruction.  This  may  be  illustrated  by  the 
salmon  of  the  Yukon  River,  whieh  great  stream 
empties  into  the  Behring  Sea.  The  young  fish 
probably  attain  the  river's  mouth  in  the  fall,  but  the 
icy  waters  of  the  enclosed  sea  that  thereupon  con- 
front them  afford  no  fitting  abode  or  nourishment. 
Beyond  that  sea's  enclosing  barrier — the  chain  of 
the  Aleutian  Islands — are  the  waters  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  enriched  with  countless  myriads  of  organ- 
isms, borne  northward  by  the  Kuro  Siwo  or 
Japan  current,  the  Gulf  Stream  of  the  Pacific. 
Upon  the  extraordinary  richness  and  abundance 
of  these  lower  forms  of  marine  life  is  based  that 
of  the  larger  creatures.  Nowhere  else  in  the  world 
exist  such  teeming  multitudes  of  cod,  salmon, 
herring  and  other  fish,  unsurpassed  also  are  they  in 
size  and  condition.  To  this  marine  Canaan,  this 
abode  of  plenty,  do  the  migrating  fry,  in  all  likeli- 
hood, instinctively  wend  their  way.  Seven  hundred 
miles  distant  from  the  river's  mouth  are  the  passes 
of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  and  probably  through  one 
particular  gateway  and  over  one  invariable  path- 
way do  the  trustful  little  pilgrims  attain  the 
abiding  place  of  their  elders.  .  Not  unlikely  the 
Atlantic  salmon  possess  an  -inherited  cognisance  of 
like  oceanic  feeding-grounds  that  may  be  hundreds 
of  miles  dist-int  from  their  native  streams  ;  but 
which  would  manif(!slly  Im;  unattainable  save  by 
fis'a  inheriting  an  associated  instinct  of  direction. 

The  successful  introduction  of  the  Atlantic  shad 


and  striped  bass  in  Pacific  waters  may  be  assumed 
to  afford  evidence  that  either  such  instinct  of 
translation  does  not  exist,  or  that,  given  facilities 
of  ample  subsistence,  its  possessor  may  readily 
conform  to  entirely  novel  surroundings.  Such 
conclusion,  however,  would  seem  not  to  be  in  full 
accord  with  some  peculiarities  in  the  behaviour  of 
the  transplanted  fish. 

The  shad,  a  migratory  fish  in  the  Atlantic,  has, 
as  a  Pacific  exile,  become  substantially  the  reverse. 
It  clings  to  the  coast,  and  every  day  in  the  year  is 
present  in  San  Francisco  Bay.  Moreover,  it  seems 
bent  upon  exploring  the  coast,  and  is  now  diffused 
along  its  margin  1300  miles,  from  the  waters  of 
Southern  California  to  those  of  Alaska  ;  and  this 
diffusion  was  accomplished  within  a  period  of 
less  than  twenty  years.  It  is  not  the  habit  of  the 
Atlantic  shad  to  so  disperse  the  fish  of  one  section 
apparently  abiding  therein.  The  menhaden,  like 
the  shad,  is  a  member  of  the  herring  family,  and  a 
Maine  fish  is  distinct  from  a  Southern  fish,  and  each 
from  a  fish  of  the  intervening  section.  Again, 
the  herring  family  are  comparatively  feeble 
swimmers,  and  therefore  are  presumably  unadapted 
to  the  roving  life  of  the  mackerel,  bluefish,  etc. 
What  then,  it  may  be  asked,  has  induced  an 
apparent  change  of  habit  ?  Why  have  the  expa- 
triated fish  become  so  erratic,  so  unfixed  in  their 
new  abode  ? 

For  thousands,  possibly  for  tens  of  thousands,  of 
years  each  successive  generation  of  their  ancesters 
have  traversed  the  same  routes  between  fixed  and 
familiar  points.  If  their  descendants  in  alien 
waters  retain  a  ghmmcring  consciousness  of 
ancestral  paths  and  abiding  places,  they  would 
naturally  cUng,  as  they  do,  to  the  coast,  for  to  go 
seaward  would  be  merely  "  dragging  a  lengthening 
chain."  So,  too,  it  may  be  reasonably  assumed 
that  their  wandering  along  the  coast,  as  though 
seeking  an  eastern  passage,  is  also  an  operation  of 
the  ancestral  instinct,  a  species  of  congenital 
nostalgia. 

The  persistence  of  a  migratory  instinct  that  has 
ceased  to  be  of  service  is  shown  in  the  Scandinavian 
lemming,  that  (^ce  in  eight  or  ten  years  betakes 
itself  in  a  straight  line  for  the  sea,  swimming  lakes, 
rivers,  climbing  mountains,  and  on  reaching  the 
coast  swims  outward  until  whelmed  beneath  the 
salty  wave.  Scandinavia,  geologically  speaking,  is 
of  recent  elevation,  and  it  is  inferred  that  the 
ancestral  swarms  set  out  for  fertile  meadows  now 
covered  by  the  restless  sea.  It  is  certain,  however, 
that  a  migratory  instinct  survives  that  is  of  no 
apparent  advantage  to  the  species,  and  so  is  it  also 
with  the  erratic  migrations  of  squirrels,  rats,  field 
mice,  and  other  rodents,  seemingly  undertaken 
without  motive,  and  accomplished  often  without 
beneficial  result.  Thus  the  altered  habit  of  the 
Pacific  shad  may  persist  indefinitely,  for  it  is  pro- 
bably the  operation  of  a  rooted  instinct  seeking 
its  wonted  accommodation,  and  in  conclusion  it 
may  be  said  that,  however  sceptical  fish-culturists 
may  be  as  to  the  existence,  in  anadromous  fish, 
of  an  instinct  of  special  direction,  the  presumptive 
evidence  is  sufficient  to  warrant  a  restriction  of 
propagative  effort  to  spawn  that  is  native  to  the 
stream  that  is  sought  to  be  stocked. 

A.  H.  GouRAUD  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


MESSES.  WM.  HEAEDEE  AND 
SONS'  NEW  CATALOGUE. 

Every  sea  angler  (and  also  trout  anglers  inte- 
rested in  Soutli  Devon  rivers)  should  obtain,  if  they 
have  not  already  got  it,  the  excellent  little  cata- 
logue called  "  Hearder's  Illustrated  Guide  to  Sea- 
Fishing  and  to  the  Rivers  of  South  Devon,''  as  it 
contains  a  great  deal  of  most  useful  information 
about  fishing,  in  addition  to  the  particulars  and 
illustrations  of  tackle  of  all  kinds.  This  thirteenth 
edition  is  the  best  we  have  seen  of  it.  There  are 
several  additions  and  improvements,  namely, 
articles  on  "  Natural  Baits,"  "  The  Water  Tele- 
scope," "  Laying  Spillers  or  Long  Lines  on  the  Shore 
Without  a  Boat,"  "  Ocean  Fishing  from  Liners," 
"  The  Tarpon  or  Silver  King,"  "  Lobster,  Crab, 
and  Prawn  Fishing  amongst  the  Rocks,"  "  How  to 
Shoot  the  Otter  Trawl,"  a  detailed  list  of  fishing 
marks  round  Plymouth,  and,  above  all,  a  complete 
list  index  most  valuable  in  books  of  this  kind. 
"  Dredging  and  Trawling  for  Naturalists  "  is  also 
described.  The  list  of  patrons  shows  what  a  first- 
rate  class  of  customers  Mr.  Hoarder  has  on  his  list. 


WHEEE  WINTEE  FISHING  MEANS 
WITH  EOSES  IN  BLOOM  AND 
A  WEALTH  OF  FLOWEKS. 

Catalina  Island. 

AvALON,  Santa  Catalina  Island,  Cal.,  Nov.  1.- 
— The  fishing  season  is  over  in  the  East.  Rods, 
creels,  old  clothes,  fly-books,  and  various  articles 
dear  to  the  angler's  heart,  are  being  laid  away 
or  hung  up  in  the  den,  where  they  regale  the 
eye,  and  perhaps  some  old  live  bait  forgotten 
regales  the  senses  for  weeks  to  come.  How  diffe- 
rent is  all  this  in  California  !  Here  the  summer 
season  is  still  on,  though  over  in  theory.  Yellow- 
tails  are  biting  well,  and  November  is,  all  things 
considered,  the  best  month  in  the  year,  as  the  fish 
are  now  gathering  to  begin  their  off-shore  cruise 
to  the  outer  banks  or  down  the  coast  to  lower 
California.  At  this  time  the  fish  arc  found  in  large 
schools  at  Ship  Rock,  and  every  day  bands  and 
schools  pass  the  bay  of  Avalon,  affording  splendid 
sport  to  the  wielder  of  the  rod.  The  yellowtail 
arrives  in  February  and  stays  until  the  first  hard 
storm,  or  about  December  15,  so  can  be  had  almost 
the  entire  year.  But  by  December  1  the  season 
may  bo  said  to  be  closed,  and  that  of  winter  is  on. 
So  far  as  weather  is  concerned,  no  orie  would  know 
that  winter  had  arrived,  as  Santa  Catalina  has  a 
chmate  about  hke  that  of  Madeira,  only  cooler 
in  summer.  Winter  here  means  roses  in  bloom  ; 
means  a  wealth  of  wild  flowers  ;  the  Mariposa  lily 
in  bloom  and  the  painting  of  the  entire  island  in  a 
garb  of  new-born  green. 

An  old-timer  told  me  that  he  had  seen  frost 
here  once  in  six  years  ;  this  at  Avalon  on  the  water, 
but  if  anyone  wishes  frost  they  can  find  it  in  the 
upper  island,  1,800  feet  above  the  sea.  But  the 
days  at  this  island  are  perfect,  and  in  time  to  come 
it  will  be  famous  as  a  winter  resort,  and  even  now 
one  hundred  thousand  persons  visit  it  a  year,  and 
nearly  all  of  them  fish,  which  conveys  an  idea  of 
the  quantity  of  fish  the  place  must  have  to  supply 
the  demand. 

When  the  winter  angler  lands  at  Avalon  he  is 
met  by  scores  of  marine  hackmen,  who  hand  him 
cards  and  cry  the  names  of  their  boats.  There  arc 
tuna  boats,  rowboats,  glass-bottom  boats,  yellow- 
tail  boats — in  fact,  so  many  different  kinds  of  craft 
that  a  man  is  bewildered.  Down  at  the  south 
end  of  the  httle  bay  are  the  stands  of  the  boatmen, 
each  of  whom  has  about  twenty  feet  for  his  head- 
quarters, which  consists  of  a  tasty  seat,  rod  box, 
rack  for  hanging  fish  and  drying  lines,  above  which 
is  a  long  sign  bearing  the  name  of  the  boatman  and 
gaffer.  He  ovms,  the  sea  rights  directly  in  front, 
and  on  a  rope  in  a  long  string  are  his  dozen  or 
twenty  boats,  as  the  case  may  be.  Probably  no 
place  in  the  world  is  better  arranged  or  more 
directly  designed  for  the  comfort  of  the  angler  than 
Avalon,  which  is  but  forty  miles  from  Los  Angeles, 
a  city  of  over  125,000  inhabitants. 

The  winter  fishing  here  includes  some  very 
gamy  fish,  as  the  whitefish,  which  attains  a  weight 
of  25lb.  ;  five  or  six  species  of  rock  bass,  from 
21b.  to  61b.,  and  at  San  Clemente  they  range  up  to 
121b.  ;  the  sheepshead,  251b.  ;  albicore,  601b.  ;  and 
numerous  fish,  as  the  blue  perch,  which  afford 
good  sport  with  hght  trout  or  bass  rods,  including 
the  hahbut,  a  very  gamy  fish. 

People  here  consider  the  whitefish  the  game  fish 
of  winter  par  excellence,  and  a  beautiful  creature  it 
is — a  dress  of  hght  grey,  with  long  dorsal  and  anal 
fin  tipped  with  vivid  blue,  a  large  head,  yellow  and 
white  belly,  and  most  expressive  eyes.  I  had  what 
might  be  called  the  fish  of  my  Ufe  with  these  gamy 
creatures  at  the  island  of  San  Clemente,  twenty 
miles  south-west  of  Avalon.  The  launch  was 
anchored  off  a  kelp-lined  point,  where  the  tide  ran 
merrily,  sometimes  one  way  and  sometimes  another. 
The  boatman  began  to  "  chum,"  and  soon  a  hundred 
feet  astern  we  saw  a  few  brightly-coloured  fishes 
that  gradually  drew  nearer  and  nearer.  I  had  a 
10  or  r2-oz.  spht  bamboo,  with  a  trout  line,  small 
hook  and  crayfish  for  bait,  and  this  I  cast  well  out 
into  them.  It  had  hardly  reached  a  foot  below 
the  surface  when  there  came  a  strike,  which,  I  am 
convinced,  astonished  my  rod.  The  fish  made  a 
fine  run  directly  out,  taking  a  hundred  feet  of  my 
line  to  the  music  of  the  reel,  and  there  was  no  stop- 
ping him — and  no  one  wanted  to.  Around  he 
rushed,  directly  at  the  surface,  then  turning  to 
plunge  a  few  feet ;  then  coming  to  the  surface 
to  run  in  on  me,  turning  like  a  bass,  and  playing 
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BURBERRYS 


WARM  WITHOUT  WEIGHT.   PROOF  WITHOUT  HEAT. 

It  is  impossible  to  spealc  too  liighly  of  ttie 
advantages  of  tlie  SLIP-ON,  its  weather-proof 
qualities  are  incontestable.  It  will  keep  out 
drenching  and  continuous  rain  without  adding 
the  slightest  unnatural  heat. 

May  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest  weather 
with  equal  comfort.  Formed  to  obviate  the 
possibility  of  any  tie  or  drag,  the  fitting  is 
equally  good  with  or  without  undercoat. 

"  A  year  or  two  ago  you  supplied  me  with  a  Slip-on 
Gabardine,  the  most  perfect  and  most  waterproof 
shooting  and  fishing  coat  I  have  had." — 

B.  W.  GOTHAM,  Springfield,  Prescot. 

"  I  have  been  weU  satisfied  with  the  coat,  and  have 
worn  it  in  jungle  through  the  heaviest  downpours  (and 
I  can  tell  yon  it  does  rain  here)  without  getting  wet 
underneath  either  by  rain  or  perspiration." — 
C.  F.  S.  BAKER, 

17/12/01  Man  Kulam,  Ceylon. 

"  The  day  turned  out  the  wettest  it  has  been  my  lot  to 
be  out  on.    I  remained  quite  dry." 

R.  H.  BENSON,  Walton,  Wakefield. 

BURBERRY 


30  &  31,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON; 
AND  BASINGSTOKE. 


P.  D.  MALLOOH, 

High=Class  Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 
PERTH,  N.B. 


Stock  Your  Lakes  .  . 

With  RAINBOW  TROUT 

And  Your  Rivers  .  . 


One  of  the  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST-CLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Great  Britain, 
Ten   Gold   £(,nd   Prize   ]VIedci.ls  Ainraii^clecl. 


Telegrams-"  MALLOCH,  PERTH."  Telephone— No.  31. 

Illustrated  Price  Lint  f  ree  on  ap2>lication. 


With     BROWN  TROUT 

Consult  a  Practical  Man  before  Stocking  with  either. 


Form  Lakes  and  Ponds 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING- 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Fish: — 
Trout,  Salmon,  Grayling:,  Char,   Bass,   Sunflsh,   Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  Dace,  Tench, 
Qolden  Orfe,  Qolden  Tench,  Qoldfish,  Eels,  Crayfish,  Gudgeon,  Minnows,  Burbot,  &c. 


Guaranteed  Safe  Delivery  in  Perfection  Carriers. 

AN'!  MolluAcs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Tanks,  Fish-food,  Apparatus,  and  Advice. 
Crops  of  Rainbows  and  Carp  yearlings.    Grayling  limited. 


Large 


Address—      THOMAS  FORD, 
'S/Leucxov    Fisliex>y,    Calstox*,  ILiinoolnBlTlx>e. 

PRICE  LISTS  FliKK.  ESTABLISHED  1880. 

FOURTH    EDITION    NOW  READY. 

DOMESTICATED  TROUT :  How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE.     Crown  8to.,  12«.  6d. 


LonJoD  ;  LOW,  IfABSTON  A  COMFAKY,  Ltd.,  St.  Duoitan'i  House,  Fetter  lane,  E.C. 


WHEREVER  THE  WATER  SUPPLY  IS  SUFFICIENT, 

AND  REDDS  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THEM. 

Consult  a  Practical  Man  before  Forming  either. 


TROUT  FARMING 

ON  MOST  MODERN  AND  THOROUGHLY  PRACTICAL  LINES. 


WRITE  OR  VISIT 

MR.  EDGAR  VALENTINE  GORRIE 

The  River  lichen  Trout  Breeding  Establishment, 
WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 
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a  score  of  delightful  tricks,  all  of  which  testified 
to  its  fine  game  qualities.  If  it  had  been  a  big  lake 
trout,  one  might  have  told  the  story  for  weeks,  and 
lived  on  it,  but  being  only  a  whitefish,  "  putting 
up  its  regular  fight,"  no  one  thought  anything  about 
it.  I  landed  the  fish  in  about  ten  minutes,  and  I 
forced  the  fighting  in  a  mean  and  underhand 
manner,  I  confess  it,  that  I  might  have  more,  and 
to  pay  me  the  next  whitefish  put  up  a  run  that 
broke  my  Une — how  or  why  I  know  not,  but  I 
really  felt  happy  to  bring  the  rod  out  of  that  double 
rush  aUve.  Three  of  us  were  fishing  in  this  current, 
and  some  one  caught  a  fish  every  moment,  and  we 
fished  (tell  it  not  in  Gath)  until  we  had  enough  to 
supply  the  yacht  and  the  old  herder  ashore,  and  then 
we  brought  the  fish  to  net  and  carefully  released 
them.  Commend  me  to  CaUfornia  whitefish  when 
taken  in  deep  water  and  a  swift  current  in  the  flood 
tide. 

I   We  had  expressed  a  wish  to  catch  all  kinds  of  fish, 
and  a  few  days  later  came  to  anchor  off  a  kelp  bed 
near  what  is  known  as  the  fence,  directly  back  of 
the  town  of  Avalon,  on  the  west  coast  of  Santa 
Catalina.    The  boatman  pulled  in  a  big  bunch  of 
kelp,  which  served  as  an  anchor,  and  we  cast  into 
open  places  in  the  kelp  bed,  using  fairly  stiff  rods. 
Strikes  came  at  once,  from  a  fish  that  demonstrated 
its  qualities  by  winding  up  my  Une  in  the  kelp  after 
a  fine  run  of  fifty  yards,  during  which  the  reel  made 
the  music  we  had  hoped  to  hear.    It  was  cheaper  to 
cut  the  Une  than  waste  time  when  such  fish  were 
biting,  and  ten  minutes  later  I  had  a  sheepshead  on, 
which  gave  me  as  fine  a  play  as  any  striped  bass  I 
remember,  and  several  fifty-pounders  liave  fallen  to 
my  gaff.    The  fish  was  a    tackle-tester  "  in  every 
sense,  and  made  so  rapid  a  play  that  I  was  breathing 
hard  when  I  had  the  fish  where  I  could  see  it,  a  most 
astonishing  creature,  broad  side  on,  bearing  away 
from  me  with  a  force  that  made  everything  creak 
and  really  buckled  my  rod,  when  I  finally  put  on  too 
much  strength.    Yet  I  landed  the  game  after  a 
hard  struggle,  and  if  the  fish  had  been  taken  clear 
of  the  kelp  where  I  could  have  played  it  with  free- 
dom, it  would  take  its  stand  with  any  of  the  fine 
game  fishes  of  America,  as  it  was  a  continuous  and 
rapid  contestant,  and  never  gave  up,  resourceful 
and  tricky.    But  the  appearance  of  this  game  fish  ! 
It  had  a  blunt  head  like  an  old  frigate  of  1760,  a  ram 
black  as  jet,  yet  the  under  jaw  was  pure  white  ;  the 
mouth  large  and  filled  with  sharp  teeth,  plugs  of 
ivory.    The  body  was  banded  like  a  porgy,  but  the 
stripes  were  alternately  black  and  red,  giving  the 
entire  fish  a  most  striking  appearance.    I  or  my 
boatman  had  anchored  over  a  convention  of  sheeps- 
head, as  the  strikes  came  so  fast  and  the  runs  so 
furious  that  I  could  have  filled  the  boat  in  a  short 
time  with  these  fine  fish.    I  took  several  rock  bass, 
and  half  a  mile  up  shore,  in  passing  a  little  beach, 
we  found  a  school  of  bass  chasing  sardines.  They 
were  within  two  or  three  feet  of  the  beach,  and 
taking  a  light  rod  I  had  my  boatman  back  the  boat 
in,  keeping  her  head  to  the  sea  or  rollers,  and  as  she 
rode  them  well  he  put  me  within  fifty  or  sixty  feet 
of  the  school,  and  I  dropped  a  small  smelt  into  the 
school,  and  every  time  took  a  fish,  some  very  large, 
being  heavier  than  the  largest  black  bass  I  ever  saw, 
and  one  must  have  weighed  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
101b.,  was  a  dark  green  hue,  deep  and  thick.  He 
made  a  splendid  run  and  attempted  to  jump,  not 
usually  a  trick  of  this  fish,  and  cut  through  the 
waves  in  a  most  deUghtful  fashion,  and  what  with 
his  plunges  and  my  efforts  to  retain  my  position, 
dropping  flat  in  the  boat  when  a  large  wave  came, 
I  more  than  once  almost  went  overboard.    It  was 
exciting  sport,  but  murder,  as  the  bass  were  crazed 
with  excitement,  and  bit  at  anything.    They  make 
excellent  sport,  but  give  up  much  quicker  than  a 
black  bass,  to  which  they  bear  a  marked  resem- 
blance, hence  should  be  fished  for  with  very  light 
rods  and  line — trout  tackle.    In  the  bays  and 
smooth  water  the  blue  perch,  medialund,  is  common, 
and  with  an  8oz.  rod  and  long  leader  fly-hook 
and  crayfish  bait,  I  had  trout  fishing  in  all  but  name. 
The  fishes  run  from  ^Ib.  to  21b.,  and  were  very  gamy. 
All  these  fish  can  be  had  any  winter  day,  pre- 
supposing the  right  boatman  is  had,  and  nearly  all 
the  men  here  are  old-timers,  but  one— Mexican  Joe 
— well-known  by  anglers,  was  born  on  the  island, 
and  knows  every  rock. 

The  tournament  of  the  Tuna  Club  this  season  was 
a  particularly  int<iresting  one,  though  no  great 
records  were  made.  Never  in  years  did  the  fish 
bftf;  so  well  as  in  the  past  season.  The  prize  for 
largest  tuna  went  to  Mr.  Ernest  Ford,  of  Phoenix, 
Ariz.,  a  gold  tuna  button.    Second  tuna  was  a  tie 


between  F.  C.  Winter  and  R.  F.  Sticking,  1501b., 
prize  silver-mounted  rod.  Smallest  tuna.  Colonel 
John  Stearns,  Los  Angeles,  651b.  Colonel  Steams 
was  awarded  a  prize  for  the  first  tuna  of  the  season, 
taken  March  11.  This  was  a  very  unusual  catch, 
four  months  ahead  of  the  regular  season.  Prize  for 
the  largest  black  sea  bass,  silver  cup,  gold  medal, 
and  silver-mounted  rod,  went  to  Dr.  H.  T.  Kendall, 
of  Pasadena,  who  now  holds  the  world's  record, 
4191b;  Artemus  Ward,  jun.,  of  New  York,  took 
the  booby  in  this  class  (551b.),  an  infant  pheno- 
menon. Prize  for  largest  white  sea  bass,  451b., 
silver-mouYited  rod,  went  to  Miss  Florence  Haas,  of 
San  Francisco.  For  largest  yellowtail,  471b.,  gold 
medal,  silver-mounted  rod.  Dr.  S.  H.  Trowbridge, 
Fresno,  Cal.  Largest  albicore,  35Jlb.,  silver-mounted 
rod,  E.  Fallon,  New  York  City.  Largest  bonita, 
241b.,  Fred  C.  New,  Denver,  Colo.,  rod.  Largest 
sheepshead,  281b.,  Colonel  John  Steams,  Los 
Angeles.  Whitefish,  71b.,  gaff,  John  E.  Stearns. 
The  boatman's  prize  for  first  tuna  of  the  season 
went  to  Harry  Elms.  Following  this  tournament, 
the  boatmen  gave  one  themselves. 

Del  Rey  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


EE  VOLT  OP  THE  AMERICAN 
STOMACH. 

It  is  quite  grateful  and  comforting  to  find  that 
even  the  American  stomach  is  revolting  against  the 
terrible  "  Foods  " — I  had  almost  said  "  Fads  " — 
which  enterprising  advertising  Yankees  try  to 
make  us  eat,  by  filling  the  magazines  and  papers 
with  advertisements  of  their  merits  ;  but  over  here 
we  are  getting  a  bit  tired  of  taking  everything 
America  sends  us  "  on  Trust."  Here  is  an  amusing 
skit  from  the  Chicago  Tribune  on — 

The  "  Bre.\kfast  Food  "  Family. 
John  Spratt  will  eat  no  fat. 

Nor  will  he  touch  the  lean. 
He  scorns  to  eat  of  any  meat ; 

He  lives  upon  Foodine. 

But  Mrs.  Spratt  will  none  of  that ; 

Foodine  she  can  not  eat. 
Her  special  wish  is  for  a  dish 

Of  Expurgated  Wheat. 

To  WilUam  Spratt  that  food  is  flat 

On  which  his  mater  dotes. 
His  favourite  feed — his  special  need — 

Is  Eata  Heapa  Oats. 

But  Sister  Lil  can't  see  how  Will 
Can  touch  such  tasteless  food. 

As  breakfast  fare  it  can't  compare. 
She  says,  with  Shredded  Wood. 

Now,  none  of  these  Leander  please  ; 

He  feeds  upon  Bath  Mitts. 
While  Sister  Jane  improves  her  brain 

With  Cero-Grapo-Grits. 

Lycurgus  votes  for  Father's  Oats  ; 

Proggine  appeals  to  May  ; 
The  junior  John  subsists  upon 

Uneeda  Bayla  Hay. 

Corrected'Wheat  for  Uttle  Pete  ; 

Flaked  Pine  for  dot ;  while  "  Bub," 
The  infant  Spratt,  is  waxing  fat 

On  Biled-Bean  Patent-Grub. 


CHRISTMAS  AND  NEW  YEAR  HOLIDAY 
ARRANGEMENTS,  1902. 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  armovmce  that  in 
addition  to  the  Tourist,  Fortnightly,  and  Friday  or 
Saturday  to  Monday  or  Tuesday  Tickets  to  the  East 
Coast  and  the  Norfolk  Broads  districts  (Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  Cromer,  Mundesley,  Southend,  Clacton, 
Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixstowe, 
Aldebiirgh,  Southwold,  Hunstanton,  etc.),  which  are 
issued  from  Liverpool  -  street  and  their  other 
London  and  suburban  stations,  there  will  be  Special 
Excursion  Bookings  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  24,  to 
most  of  the  above  stations  ;  also  to  Norwich, 
Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn,  Fakenham,  Colchester, 
Ipswich,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  Diss,  Woodbridge, 
Beccles,  Newmarket,  Wells,  and  other  places  in  the 
Eastern  Counties  ;  also  via  the  Cathedral  route  to 
Spaldins;,  Lincoln,  Edwinstowe,  Chesterfield,  Hull, 
Slioffiold,  Huddorsfiold,  Manchester,  York,  Leeds, 
Scarborough,  Bradford,  Wakefield,  Durham,  New- 
castle, and  other  stations  in  the  Northern  Counties  ; 
also  on  Dec.  24  and  31  cheap  bookings  to  Darlington, 


Newcastle,  Edinburgh.'Glasgow,  etc.  Cheap' Satur- 
day to  MondayliTickets  are  issued  by  all  train.s  to 
most  of  the  country  stations  in  the  Eastern  Counties 
every  Saturday.  Tickets  (ordinary  excursion,  etc.  ) 
can  be  obtained  in  advance  at  Liverpool-street 
Station  ;  at  the  Great  Eastern  American  Rendez- 
vous, 2,  Cockspur-street,  S.W.  ;  and  at  the  Com- 
pany's various  City,  West  End,  and  other  booking 
offices.  Relieving  trains  will  precede  some  of  the 
trains  to  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  and 
Lowestoft,  Norwich,  Cambridge,  Lynn,  etc.,  on 
Dec.  22,  2.3,  and  24.  On  Wednesday,  Dec.  24, 
special  trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  8.10  a.m. 
for  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  etc.  ;  at 
8.57  a.m.  for  Cambridge,  Ely,  Brandon,  Norwich, 
etc.  ;  at  1.30  p.m.  for  Colchester,  Clacton,  Ipswich, 
Norwich,  Cromer,  Beccles,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowes- 
toft ;  at  7.12  p.m.  for  Ipswich,  Beccles,  Yarmoutli, 
Lowestoft,  Diss,  Norwich,  etc.  ;  at  9.25  p.m.  for 
Southend,  Colchester,  Ipswich,  etc.  ;  and  for  the 
accommodation  of  those  detained  at  business  until 
late  in  the  evening  Midnight  Trains  will  leave 
Liverpool -street  at  12.20  for  Cambridge,  Norwich, 
Fakenham,  and  Wells  :  at  12.25  for  Yarmouth  and 
Lowestoft  {via  Ipswich)  ;  and  at  12.35  for  Colchester, 
Clacton-on-Sea,  Ipswich,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  and 
Norwich,  all  calling  at  the  principal  intermediate 
stations.  On  Christmas  Day  trains  will  run  as  on 
Sundays,  with  certain  additions.  Relieving  trains 
will' precede  some  of  the  morning  trains.  Special 
Trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  at  5.8  a.m. 
to  Ipswich,  and  at  9.4  a.m.  to  Yarmouth  and 
Lowestoft  {via  Ipswich),  both  calling  at  the  prin- 
cipal intermediate  stations  ;  special  trains  will  also 
be  run  on  many  of  the  Branch  Lines  in  connection 
with  trains  to  and  from  London.  On  Boxing  Day, 
26th,  and  Saturday,  27th,  the  train  ser\nces  will  be 
considerably  altered  ;  additional  evening  trains  will 
be  run  from  country  stations  to  London.  Senders 
of  Christmas  hampers  and  parcels  are  requested  to 
fasten  the  address  to  each  package  securely,  and  as 
an  additional  precaution  against  loss  and  delay  are 
recommended  to  put  another  address  of  the  con- 
signee inside  each  package,  also  the  name  and 
address  of  the  sender. 


SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM 
RAILWAY. 

The  following  arrangements  have  been  made  by 
the  South-Eastern  and  Chatham  Railway,  namely, 
on  Wednesday,  Dec.  24,  a  fast  late  train  to  Chathani, 
Sittingboume,  Faversham,  Whitstable,  Heme  Bay, 
Birchington,  Westgate,  Margate,  Broadstairs,  Rams- 
gate,  Canterbury,  Deal,  and  Dover,  leaving  Victoria 
12.0  midnight  and  Holborn  11.55  p.m.  A  fast  lato 
train  to  Chislehurst,  Sevenoaks,  Tunbridge  Wells, 
St.  Leonards,  Hastings,  Ashford,  Canterbury, 
Ramsgate,  Margate,  Folkestone,  and  Dover,  leaving 
Charing  Cross  at  12.55  a.m.,  Waterloo  12.59  a.m.. 
Cannon-street  1.5  a.m.,  London  Bridge  1.10  a.m., 
and  New  Cross  1.18  a.m.  Third  class  cheap  return 
tickets  to  Tunbridge  Wells,  St.  Leonards,  Hastings, 
Canterbury,  Whitstable,  Heme  Bay,  Birchington, 
Westgate,  Margate,  Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Sand- 
wich, Deal,  Walmer,  Dover,  Folkestone,  Shomclifle, 
Hythe,  Sandgate,  and  New  Romney  (Littlestone- 
on-Sea),  will  be  issued  from  London  by  certain 
trains  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  24,  available  for  the 
return  journey  up  to  and  including  Monday, 
Dec.  29.  The  Continental  arrangements  are  as 
follows,  namely:  Cheap  first  and  second  class  tickets 
will  be  issued  to  Marseilles,  Hj  er-es,  Cannes,  Grasse, 
Nice,  Monte  Carlo,  Mentone,  etc.,  on  Tuesday, 
Dec.  23,  by  a  special  restaurant  car  service  via 
Folkestone  and  Boulogne,  leaving  Charing  Cross  at 
2.20  p.m.  Cheap  fourteen-day  excursion  tickets  to 
Paris  will  be  issued  by  the  services  leaving  Charing 
Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  via  Folkestone  and  Boulogne,  and 
at  9.0  p.m.  via  Dover  and  Calais,  on  Dec.  21,  22,  23, 
and  24  ;  also  by  the  10.0  a.m.  service  via  Folkestone 
and  Boulogne  on  Dec.  24.  Cheap  eight-day  tickets 
to  Brussels  will  also  be  issued  from  certain  London 
stations  by  various  services,  Dec.  21  to  26,  inclusive, 
via  Dover  and  Calais,  Folkestone  and  Boulogne,  or 
Dover  and  Ostend. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  London  and  North- Western  Railway  Company 
announce  that  the  ticket  offices  at  Euston,  Broad- 
street,  Victoria  (Pimlico),  Kensington,  and  Willesden 
.lunction  will  be  open  throughout  the  day  to 
Wednesday,  Dec.  24,  inclusive,  so  that  passengers 
wishing  to  obtain  tickets  can  do  so  at  any  time  of 
the  day  prior  to  the  starting  of  the  trains.  Tickets, 
dated  to  suit  the  convenience  of  passengers,  can 
also  be  obtained  at  any  time  (Sundays  and  Bank 
Holiday  excepted)  at  the  town  receiving  offices  of 
the  company.  On  Saturday,  Dec.  20,  a  special 
express  train  will  leave  Euston  at  12  noon  for 
Birmingham,  calling  at  Willesden  and  Coventry  only. 
On  Monday,  Dec.  22,  a  special  express  train  will  leave 
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Euston  at  6. 25  p.m.  for  Holyhead.  A  special  Irish 
mail  express  train  will  leave  Euston  at  8.43  p.m.  for 
Holyhead.  This  train  will  not  call  at  any  intermediate 
station  between  Euston  and  Holyhead  Mail  Pier. 
Tuesday,  Dec.  23. — A  special  express  train  will  leave 
Euston'  at  12.0  noon  for  Birmingham,  calling  at 
Willesden  and  Coventry  only.  A  special  dining-car 
express  train  will  leave  Euston  at  4. 10  p.m.,  con- 
veying passengers  to  Welshpool,  Rhyl,  Bangor,  and 
Blackpool.  A  special  express  train  vnll  leave 
Euston  at  6.25  p.m.  for  Holyhead.  A  special  Irish 
mail  express  train  will  leave  Euston  at  8.43  p.m. 
for  Holj-head.  This  train  will  not  call  at  any  inter- 
mediate station  between  Euston  and  Holyhead 
Mail  Pier.  Wednesday,  Dec.  24. — A  special  express 
train  will  leave  Euston  at  1 2. 0  noon  for  Birmingham, 
calling  at  Willesden  and  Coventry  only.  A  special 
dining-car  express  train  will  leave  Euston  at 
4.10  p.m..  conveying  passengers  for  Welshpool, 
Rhyl,  Bangor,  and  Blackpool.  A  special  express  train 
will  leave  Euston  at  4.25  p.m.  for  Birmingham  and 
Wolverhampton,  calling  at  Northampton,  Coventry, 
and  Dudley  Port  only.  The  12.0  night  train  from 
Euston,  due  at  Warrington  5.15  a.m.  on  Christmas 
Day  (Dec.  25),  will  be  extended  from  Warrington 
to  Preston.  Several  of  the  residential  trains  will  be 
discontinued  on  this  date.  Christmas  Day  (Dec.  25). 
— On  Christmas  Day  the  trains  will  be  run  as  on 
Sundays,  with  some  exceptions  and  additions. 
Friday,  Bank  Holiday  (Dec.  26)  and  Saturday 
(Dec."  27).  —  Several  of  the  residential  morning 
and  evening  trains  will  be  suspended  on  these 
dates,  and  some  of  the  main  line  express 
trains  will  also  be  discontinued.  Special  Ex- 
cursion Tickets  will  be  issued  from  Euston, 
Broad-street,  Kensington  (Addison-road),  Wool- 
wich, Willesden  Junction,  and  other  London 
stations.  On  Tuesday,  Dec.  23.  —  To  Dublin, 
Greenore,  Belfast,  Achill,  Ardglass,  Armagh,  Bal- 
lina,  Bray,  Bundoran,  Cork,  Downpatrick,  Dundalk, 
Enniskillen,  Galway,  Greystones,  Kenmare,  Kilkee, 
Killaloe,  Killamey,  Limerick,  Listowel,  London- 
derry, Xavan,  Newcastle  (co.  Down),  Newry,  Ovoca, 
Portrush,  Rathdrum,  Roscommon,  Sligo,  Thurles, 
WarrenpoLnt,  Westport,  Wexford,  Wicklow,  and 
other  places  in  Ireland,  to  return  within  16  days. 
On  Tuesday  night,  Dec.  23. — To  Abereele,  Amlwch, 
Bangor,  Bettws-y-Coed,  Carnarvon,  Cockermouth, 
C'olwyn  Bay,  Conway,  Corwen,  Criccieth,  the 
English  Lake  District,  Fumess  Line  Stations, 
Holyhead,  Holywell,  Llanberis,  Llandudno,  Llan- 
fairfechan,  Llanrwst,  Maryport,  Morecambe, 
Penmaenmawr.  Portmadoc,  Pwllheli,  Rhyl,  Ruthin, 
Whitehaven,  Workington,  etc.,  returning  on  Dec. 
27  or  29,  or  on  Jan.  1.  To  Blackburn,  Black- 
pool, Bolton,  Carlisle,  Camforth,  Chester,  Fleetwood, 
Lancaster,  Lytham,  Penrith,  Preston,  St.  Anne's-on- 
Sea,  St.  Helen's,  Southport,  Wigan,  returning  on 
Dec.  27,  28,  or  29,  and  Jan.  I.  On  Wednesday,  Dec. 
24. — To  Birmingham,  Coventry,  Dudley,  Dudley 
Port,  Kenilworth,  Leamington,  Northampton,  Wal- 
sall. Warwick,  Wednesbury,  Wolverhampton,  etc., 
returning  on  Dec.  27,  28,  or  29,  or  on  Jan.  1.  To 
Aberdovey,  Aberystwyth.  Barmouth,  Borth,  Builth 
Wells,  Criccieth,  Dolgelly,  Ellesmere,  Harlech, 
Llanidloes,  Newtown,  Oswestry,  Portmadoc,  Pwll- 
heli, Rhayader,  Shrewsbury,  Towyn,  Wellington, 
Welshpool,  Wrexham,  etc.,  returning  Dec.  27  or  29, 
or  on  .Jan.  1.  To  Abergavenny,  Carmarthen, 
Craven  Arms,  Hereford,  Llandrindod  Wells, 
Llangammarch  Wells,  Llanwrtyd  Wells,  Mer- 
thyr,  Swansea,  etc.,  returning  Dec.  27  or  29, 
or  on  Jan.  I.  On  Wednesday  Night,  Dec.  24. — To 
Liverpool,  Manchester,  Stockport,  and  Warrington, 
returning  Dec.  26,  27,  28,  29,  and  on  Jan.  1.  To 
Aahton,  Crewe,  Lichfield,  Macclesfield,  Nuneaton, 
Oldham,  Rugby,  Stafford,  Stalybridge,  Stoke-on- 
Trent,  and  Tamworth,  returning  Dec.  27,  28,  or  29, 
or  on  Jan.  1.  On  Wednesday  Night,  Dec.  24,  for 
4,  5,  7  and  16  days,  and  Dec.  31,  for  4, 
7,  and  16  days. —  To  Carlisle,  Edinburgh, 
Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  Arbroath,  Ayr,  Balloch,  Bal- 
later,  Banff,  Brechin,  Buckie,  Callander,  Castle 
Douglas,  Crieff,  Cruden  Bay,  Dufftown,  Dumbarton, 
Dumfries,  Dundee,  Dunkeld,  Elgin,  Forfar,  Forres, 
Fort  William,  Gourock,  Grantown,  Greenock, 
Huntly,  Inverness,  Keith,  Kirkcudbright,  Loch 
Awe,  Moffat,  Montrose,  Nairn,  Newton  Stewart, 
(Jban,  Peebles,  Perth,  Stirling,  Stonehaven,  Stran- 
raer, Strathpeffer,  Whithorn,  Wigtown,  and  other 
places  in  Scotland.  For  times,  fares,  and  full 
particulars,  see  billo,  which  can  be  obtained  at  the 
stations  and  parcels  receiving  offices. 

GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 
The  Great  Western  Railway  Company  issue 
tickets  at  their  principal  City  and  West  I5nd  offices, 
and  this  arrangement  cannot  fail  to  be  a  boon  to 
those  travellers  who  desire  to  avoid  the  trouble  of 
rjbtaining  tickets  at  a  crowded  railway  station, 
particularly  at  holiday  times.  Ordinary  tickets 
obtained  in  London  between  Dec.  18  and  24  will  be 
arailable  for  um  on  any  day  between  and  including 


those  days.  On  Tuesnay,  Dec.  23,  Cheap  Excur- 
sions wili  be  run  from  Paddington,  Clapham  J  unc- 
tion, Kensington,  (Addison-road),  Hammersmith, 
etc.,  to  Guernsey,  Jersey,  Waterford,  Cork,  Kil- 
lamey, Limerick,  Kilkenny,  Belfast,  Giant's  Cause- 
way, etc.,  for  a  fortnight  or  less  ;  on  Dec.  23  and  24 
night,  to  Swindon,  Gloucester,  Cheltenham,  Cardiff, 
Swansea,  Llanelly,  Carmarthen,  New  Milford,  Bath, 
Bristol,  Weston-super-Mare,  Exeter,  Torquay,  Ply- 
mouth, Falmouth,  Penzance,  etc.,  returning  Dec.  28 
or  29  ;  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  24,  to  Savernake, 
Devizes,  Frome,  Yeovil,  Bridport,  Weymouth, 
Portland,  Minehead,  Wellington,  Tiverton,  etc., 
returning  on  Dec.  29  ;  and  on  Wednes(Jfty  Night, 
Dec.  24,  to  Evesham,  Worcester,  Hereford,  etc., 
returning  Dec.  28  or  29  ;  to  Oxford,  Leamington, 
Birmingham,  Shrewsbury,  etc.,  returning  Dec.  27, 
28,  29,  or  Jan.  1  ~;  and  to  Chester,  Birkenhead,  and 
Liverpool,  returning  Dec.  26,  27,  28,  29,  or  Jan.  1. 
To  meet  the  expected  additional  traffic,  the  Com- 
pany will  run  several  ordinary  trains  in  duplicate 
on  the  week-days  immediately  preceding  Christmas, 
but  on  the  Bank  Holiday  several  of  the  up  and 
down  expresses  will  not  run,  and  there  will  be 
other  minor  alterations  in  the  services.  On  Wednes- 
day, Dec.  24,  the  6.25  p.m.  from  Paddington  to 
Plymouth  will  be  extended  to  Falmouth  and  Pen- 
zance, and  the  12.0  midnight  from  Paddington 
will  convey  passengers  to  the  Kingsbridge,  Wade- 
bridge,  Fowey,  and  Newquay  branches.  A  special 
train  will  leave  Paddington  at  1.0  night  for  Reading, 
Swindon,  Bath,  Bristol,  Exeter,  Gloucester,  Chel- 
tenham, Newport,  Cardiff,  Swansea,  etc.  On 
Christmas  morning  the  usual  Simday  service  of 
trains  will  rim,  and  special  trains  will  leave  Padding- 
ton at  5.30  a.m.  for  Reading,  Swindon,  Gloucester, 
Cheltenham,  Hereford,  Cardiff,  Swansea,  Bath, 
Bristol,  Weston-super-Mare,  Exeter,  Torquay,  Ply- 
mouth, Penzance,  Frome,  Yeovil,  Dorchester,  Wey- 
mouth, etc.  ;  and  at  5.35  a.m.  for  Reading,  Oxford, 
Worcester,  Malvern,  Kidderminster,  Banbury, 
Leamington,  Birmingham,  Wolverhampton,  etc. 
To  meet  the  extraordinary  demands  upon  the  Com- 
pany's resources  occasioned  by  the  enormous  parcel 
traffic  despatched  both  from  and  to  London  at 
Christmas  time,  special  fast  trains  carrying  parcels 
only  will  run  between  the  principal  stations.  Cheap 
Week-End  Tickets  are  issued  on  Fridays  and 
Saturdays  throughout  the  year  to  many  of  the 
Thames  Riverside  Stations  and  to  the  principal 
health  and  pleasure  resorts  served  by  the  Great 
Western  Railway. 

GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY  CHRISTMAS 
PARCELS  ARRANGEMENTS. 
The  complete  provision  made  by  the  great  railway 
companies  nowadays  for  the  rapid  conveyance  of 
Christmas  parcels  and  hampers  is  in  striking  con- 
trast to  old-time  methods,  and,  as  usual,  the  Great 
Central  Railway  Company  are  to  the  front  in  cater- 
ing for  the  needs  of  the  public  at  Christmas  time, 
having  made  complete  arrangements  for  the  collec- 
tion, quick  transit,  and  prompt  delivery  of  Christ- 
mas packages  in  all  the  chief  towns  on  their  system. 
Frequent  collections  of  parcels  will  be  made  at  the 
receiving  offices  in  London  and  other  large  centres, 
and  the  traffic  will  be  despatched  by  first  available 
train  after  receipt.  Special  trains  will  be  run,  and 
through  vans  attached  to  principal  express  and  mail 
trains  to  accommodate  the  traffic.  Reduced 
through  rates  are  now  in  operation,  and  the  mini- 
mum weights  formerly  charged  on  packages  of 
perishables  at  "  owners'  risk  "  hav»  been  abolished, 
and  the  charges  are  now  computed  at  actual  weight. 
A  duplicate  label  should  be  enclosed  in  each  package, 
so  that  the  name  of  the  consignee  may  be  ascer- 
tained in  the  event  of  the  outside  address  becoming 
detached  or  defaced. 


"Casta"  writes  from  Sydney,  N.S.W.  :  "I  have 
noticed  in  your  previous  issues  descriptions  of  mar- 
vellous feats  performed  by  fowls  in  the  way  of  egg- 
laying,  and  the  tenacity  of  the  shark,  etc.  Permit 
me  a  few  square  inches  to  draw  your  readers'  atten- 
tion to  the  following  absolute  facts :  I  was  fishing 
off  the  rocks  at  Manly,  Queen's  Birthday,  1900,  and 
when  throwing  out  the  line  it  somehow  got  entangled 
in  a  gold  medal  I  was  wearing  on  my  watch  chain. 
The  medal  was  pulled  off  the  chain,  and  thrown 
into  the  water  some  twenty  yards  away.  I  was  a 
bit  grieved  at  my  loss,  and  discontinued  fish-catch- 
ing at  once.  On  Eight-hour  Day  last  I  was  fishing 
off  the  same  spot,  and  had  been  doing  so  for  at  least 
an  hour,  when  I  felt  something  tug  the  line.  To  my 
pleasure  I  found  that  I  had  on  a  leather-jacket ;  I 
landed  him  all  right,  and  when  taking  the  hook  out 
of  his  mouth  I  noticed  something  in  his  jaw  which 
kept  it  partly  open.  On  fiu-ther  examination  it 
proved  to  be  the  medal  I  had  lost  nearly  two  years 
and  a  half  ago.  I  was  very  thankful  to  the  fish  for 
its  delivery  up  from  the  deep  of  my  long-lost  medal, 
and  appreciation  decided  to  let  him  go  into  the 
water  again,  which  I  did." 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must,  in  consequence  of 
the  Chriaimaa  Holidays,  arrive  not  later  than  FIRST 
POST  on  Monday,  Dec.  22. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — There  has  been 
very  good  sport  as  a  rule  during  the  early  part  of 
the  week  amongst  roach,  the  river  being  a  nice 
colour  and  the  temperature  improving.  On  Wed- 
nesday night,  however,  heavy  rain  fell  for  some 
he  urs  in  the  lower  districts,  which  had  the  effect  of 
rapidly  colo\iring  the  river.  The  higher  reaches 
were  getting  clearer,  and  the  rain  will  probably  do 
very  little  harm  as  it  will  help  to  scour  the  river 
still  more,  and  at  the  same  time  will  give  a  good 
head  of  water.  The  Mole  and  Wey  are  both 
pouring  a  quantity  of  coloured  water  into  the 
Thames,  and  consequently  tho.se  reaches  above 
these  tributaries  should  be  chosen  in  preference  at 
the  present.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  river  will 
not  be  too  much  coloured  during  Christmas  week, 
as  at  that  time  many  anglers  visit  the  river  and 
expect  good  sport.  If  the  rain  continues  after 
to-day  (Thursday),  pike  fishing  will  be  out  of  the 
question  for  a  few  days. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Henley). — The  water  is  in  slightly  better 

conditio*!  than  last  week,  and  a  nice  steady  stream 
is  rimning,  but  the  heavy  rain  of  to-day  (Wednes- 
day) is  likely  to  upset  it  again  for  a  day  or  so. 
Owing  to  the  state  of  the  water  and  the  rougli 
winds  sport  has  been  quiet.  Mr.  B.  C.  Drake  and 
party,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett  and  J.  Arlett  last 
week-end,  took  several  jack  up  to  41b.,  and  some 
nice  shows  of  roach  up  to  lib.  4oz.  These  fish  are 
feeding  better,  and,  given  quiet  weather,  good  all- 
round  sport  should  soon  follow.  Local  anglers  have 
taken  a  few  jack  up  to  61b.  I  have  a  good  supply 
of  dace  on  hand. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Richmond).  —  The  principal  fishing  here 

has  been  some  good  takes  of  dace,  both  from  bank 
and  punt,  the  principal  bait  being  gentles  and  pearl 
barley.  After  the  recent  frost  there  ought  to  be  a 
few  jack  taken  from  the  lakes  in  Richmond  Park, 
the  ice  completely  covering  them,  so  that  by  now 
the  weeds  ought  to  be  more  rotten  and  well  down. 
— Gaynor  &  Son. 

 —  (Teddington  Weir). — Mr.  Arthur  Heming- 
way, three  jack  ;  Mr.  Kadd,  two  jack,  three  perch. 
All  the  punts  have  been  getting  from  eight  to  ten 
dozen  fine  dace  per  day.  The  water  is  in  very  fine 
condition  now.— W.  McBride. 

Ancholme  District. — Waters  are  quite  open 
again  for  pike-fishing,  and  sport  should  be  good  in 
the  upper  reaches  during  the  coming  week.  Roach 
are  off  the  feed.  The  Commissioners  have  begun 
restocking,  and  700  decent  tench  go  into  the  river 
to-day  near  the  Engine  House,  Brigg.  There  are 
some  fine  fish  in  the  water,  supposed  to  be  large 
trout  or  king  carp,  which  make  short  work  of  the 
fine  tackle  in  vogue  about  here. — ^Thomas  Ford, 
Caistor. 

Sze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  fishing  generally 
has  not  been  of  an  extensive  character,  but  I  am 
glad  to  record  a  specimen  fish  from  our  canal. 
Messrs.  Ash  and  Baker,  fishing  at  the  Limekilns  by 
Countess  Weir,  were  not  so  fortvmate  with  the  pike 
as  a  fortnight  ago,  but  last  Saturday  (Dec.  13)  Mr. 
Baker  took  a  perch  scaling  21b.  loz.,  and  it  has 
been  entrusted  to  Mr.  Prickman,  Exeter,  to  be  set 
up.  All  Exon  anglers  will  be  glad  to  hear  of  the 
larger  and  better  quality  of  the  perch  in  the  Exeter 
and  Turf  Canal.  In  the  river  some  few  pike,  roach, 
and  dace  have  been  caught,  but  nothing  of  a  record 
class.  The  prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are 
favourable. — "Red  Palmer." 

Fen  District  (South  Iiincs  and  Cambs). — The 
thaw  which  set  in  last  week  has  continued,  and  the 
high  water  in  the  drains  from  the  previous  storms 
has  been  run  off  a  good  bit.  There  are  not  many 
improvements,  however,  as  regards  angUng,  for 
melted  snow  appears  for  some  reason  to  have 
got  into  the  drains  and  taken  away  the  fishes' 
appetites.  Very  Uttle  has  been  done  by  anglers, 
and  those  using  the  worm  are  anticipating  a  com- 
mencement with  roach  fishing,  but  really  pike 
angling  is  the  only  sport  worth  pursuing.  It  was 
anticipated  some  larger  fish  would  be  got  in  the 
favourite  waters,  but  this  has  turned  out  illusory. 
The  only  captures  mentioned  on  the  Forty-foot  are 
at  Swineshead  and  Billingborough,  and  there  has 
been  an  odd  capture  or  two  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Deeping  on  the  Welland. — Limpet. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade).  —  Since  my  last  report 
several  gentlemen  have  been  out  jack  fishing.  The 
conditions  for  this  favourite  winter  sport  were 
almost  perfect,  and  consequently  many  good  fish 
were  run  and  taken.  Last  week-end  some  sports- 
men landed  several ;  six  fish  were  retained,  total 
weight  of  these  341b.,  largest  81b.  Should  nothing 
unforeseen  happen  I  am  looking  forward  to  another 
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good  week-end,  the  conditions  tliis  evening  (Wed- 
nesday) being  again  all  in  our  favour  for  jack 
fishing,  but  it  is  a  bit  too  rough  for  roaching, 
except  in  sheltered  corners,  and  there  some  fish  are 
pretty  sure  to  be  taken.  I  wish  my  numerous 
friends  a  "Merry  Christmas." — Kingfisher. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Once  more  the  angler 
visiting  the  Lea,  the  Stort,  etc.,  has  been  hampered 
by  the  weather,  and  down  to  this  (Wednesday) 
evening  not  one  single  good  catch  has  come  under 
my  notice.  This  is  not  a  matter  for  great  surprise  ; 
for  where,  may  I  ask,  have  they  been  catching  fish 
lately  ?  In  very  few  places  indeed,  to  judge  from 
the  information  contained  in  the  river  reports.  In 
this  connection  I  sympathise  with  my  brother 
scribes,  for  if  there  is  anything  I  hate  to  be  short 
of  in  this  world  it  is  "  copy."  And  I  am  short  this 
week.  The  Lea  is  in  fair  order,  but  could  do  with 
another  night's  continuous  rain  to  give  it  tone  for 
approaching  holidays.  Later. — Heavy  rain  has 
fallen. — Izaak  Walton. 

Luggf  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  were  running  in  good  order  for  fishing 
at  the  end  of  last  weeli,  and  the  fish  were  inclined 
to  sport,  the  water  having  been  clear  and  a  nice 
level.  This  week  heavy  rain  has  been  had,  which 
has  quite  upset  the  prospects  of  fishing  for  a  few 
days,  as  the  rivers  have  coloured  and  rose  several 
inches,  and  there  is  little  nrospect  of  fishing  before 
the  end  of  the  week.  Tlie  weather  took  up  on 
Wednesday,  and  it  is  now  fine  and  warm.  Before 
the  rain  angling  was  slow.  A  few  rods  ventured 
out,  and  some  good  grayling  were  landed,  but  frost 
is  wanted  to  make  them  sport.  The  Pinsley  is 
coloured.- — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Eingsland). — 
Rivers  are  high  and  discoloured,  though  sinking 
and  clearing  slowly.  To-day  (Wednesday)  has 
been  fine,  and  if  weather  conditions  continue 
favourable  fishing  will  be  possible  at  the  commence- 
ment of  next  week.  Yet  I  think  the  waters  will 
still  be  on  the  high  level.  Glass  rather  low,  but 
rising  gentlv.  Wind  in  the  neighbourhood  of  west. 
— R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Feterborongli). — Angling  has  been  a  bit 
off  for  three  or  four  days  on  account  of  the  wretched 
weather,  but  to-day  (Wednesday)  there  is  a  great 
improvement,  and  the  water  and  conditions  are  now 
all  right  again,  so  that  some  sport  may  be  had  at 
the  end  of  the  week. — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — River  a  little  better  in 
colour,  but  not  sufficient  as  yet  for  successful  pike 
and  roach  fishing.  More  rains  are  needed  to  give 
us  anglers  nice  times  during  the  holidays.  Several 
nice  pike  taken,  largest  101b.  4oz.,  and  some  good 
roach  up  to  lib.  5^oz.  I  should  like  to  wish  editor 
and  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  a  "  Happy 
Christmas  and  a  prosperous  New  Year,"  also  to 
"Dragnet"  and  his  family. — -Edward  Collinson. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llansrmy- 
nech). — The  cold  thaw  and  cutting  east  wind  con- 
tinued to  the  close  of  last  week,  so  that  very  few- 
anglers  ventured  to  the  river  side.  For  some  days 
past  the  weather  has  been  much  warmer,  and  the 
wind  in  a  more  genial  quarter,  but  frequent  and 
heavy  showers  of  rain  have  swollen  these  streams 
considerably,  and  at  present  they  are  unfitted  for 
angling.  Although  the  state  of  the  water  this 
autumn  has  been  very  favourable  for  salmon  to 
travel  up  to  the  spawning  beds,  very  few  have  been 
observed  doing  so. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).  —  The  water  is  now 
again  in  good  condition  for  all  sorts  of  angling,  and 
with  the  weather  more  settled  some  good  sport 
ought  to  be  had  during  the  holidays.  Anghng  was 
very  slow  on  Dec.  14,  only  one  or  two  small  jack 
being  taken.  Mr.  H.  Haines  had  about  filb,  of 
roach,  largest  lib.,  paste  or  gentles  being  the  best 
baits.  The  weeds  having  now  died  down,  some 
good  sport  should  be  had  spinning  for  jack  with  the 
natural  bait. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — My 
prognostication  in  last  week's  letter  respecting  a 
change  of  weather  came  too  true.  Since  Thursday 
it  has  been  a  succession  of  rain  and  gales  ;  rivers  are 
rising  and  much  coloured,  angling  being  at  a  stand - 
Htill.  There  has  been  nothing  worth  noting  from 
the  Ouse  or  Cuckmere,  and  Chichester  Canal  has 
been  deserted.  A  number  of  eider  duck  have  visited 
the  mud  flats  in  Chichester  Harbour,  and  the  punts- 
men  have  accounted  for  several.  The  typhoid  scare 
at  Southampton  and  Portsmouth  is  seriously  affect- 
ing the  Emsworth  oyster  trade.  The  contamination 
of  sewage  is  supposed  to  be  accountable  for  tlio 
illness  and  even  death  of  some  who  had  partaken  of 
Emsworth  oysters. — G.  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order 
for  angling  up  till  Tuesday,  when  it  began  to  rise 
rapidly  and  to  colour,  and  it  is  now  out  of  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  changeable. 
Last  week  frosts  and  snow  ;  this  week  wo  have  had 
heavy  downpours  of  rain,   accompanied   with  a 


gale  of  wind,  and  the  climate  as  mild  as  April, 
and  not  at  all  like  Christmas  time.  To-day 
(Wednesday)  the  weather  is  more  settled,  and 
the  sun  shining  brightly,  and  the  water  is 
clearing  a  little,  and  if  we  get  no  more  rain  sport 
may  be  had  towards  the  beginning  of  next  week. 
Before  the  rain  the  fish  were  on  the  feed  well,  and 
a  few  anglers  were  out,  and  tried  fly,  worm, 
maggot,  and  grasshopper,  and  a  few  very  nice  lots 
of  grayling  were  landed.  On  Friday  four  brace  of 
grayling  were  taken  with  Red  Tag  and  Whirling 
Blue.  With  grasshopper  four  nice  fish,  |lb.  each, 
were  landed.  Pike  were  well  on  the  feed  at  live 
bait  at  the  end  of  last  week,  and  sport  improved. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clim,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
coloured  and  out  of  order,  and  will  be  for  some 
days. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teni9  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  d's  rict  has 
undergone  another  change  since  last  report.  The 
weather  kept  fine  up  to  Monday  (Dec.  15),  and  the 
water  was  in  good  order  for  fishing.  Rain  set  in 
during  the  night,  and  there  has  been  some  heavy 
falls  during  the  week  and  quite  a  gale  of  wind 
blowing,  and  the  water  is  now  high  and  muddy, 
having  risen  about  a  foot.  On  Wednesday  it 
it  was  going  down  and  clearing,  but  sport  will  be  at 
a  standstill  for  some  days.  Before  the  rain  a  few 
anglers  were  out,  and  some  nice  grayling  were 
landed.  Prospects  are  very  doubtful  at  present.— 
Worcester. 

Torcross  Ley  (S.  Devon). — Since  my  last  letter 
we  have  had  a  change  in  the  weather,  rain  almost 
every  day,  and  very  mild.  There  are  very  few 
anglers  about ;  there  has  only  been  one  rod  on  the 
water  two  days  during  the  past  week.  Rudd  fishing 
good,  and  a  few  pike  have  been  taken,  the  largest 
81b.— W. 

Tjme,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouringf 
Biivers. — The  past  week  has  been  anything  but 
encouraging,  the  mixed  up  weather  having  been 
against  fishing.  A  few  grayling  have  been  got  on  the 
Glen  with  worm  ;  there  will  be  no  good  grayling 
fishing  until  we  have  some  hard  weather.  Mr. 
Thompson  got  some  fine  dace  between  Ryton  and 
Wylam  on  Monday  last,  ground  baiting  with  bran 
and  clay  mixed,  and  baited  with  bread  paste.  I 
am  pleased  to  hear  the  anglers  of  Newcastle  and 
district  are  viniting,  with  the  intention  of  thoroughly 
going  into  the  matter  of  restocking  the  Tyne  ;  they 
should  at  the  same  time  go  into  the  matter  of 
pollution. — Henry  A.  Murton,  Northern  Anglers' 
Resort,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lines). — There 
has  been  a  vast  improvement  in  the  prospects  of 
angling  since  the  thaw  set  in,  and  roach  anglers 
have  had  a  turn  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bardney, 
a  favourite  resort  for  Lincoln  anglers.  Lower  down 
the  river  things  have  been  very  flat.  Christmas  is 
too  near  for  long  distance  visitors.  Weeds  appear 
to  be  clearing  away  with  the  flood,  and  trolling  is 
far  more  comfortable.  Live  bait  fishing  is  stated  to 
be  most  successful.  A  few  nice  rudd  have  been 
caught  on  the  Sincil  Dyke,  and  some  of  the  roach 
fishers  have  visited  the  waters  about  Conningsby 
Mill,  but  here  fish  are  off  feeding.  The  lower  end 
of  the  Sleaford  Canal  has  furnished  a  few  passable 
roach,  and  so  have  some  of  the  drains  around 
Boston,  but  many  of  these  have  been  in  flood,  and 
the  sluices  having  been  raised  sport  has  been 
checked.  The  Hobhole  Drain,  on  the  other  hand, 
has  been  run  off  for  alterations  at  the  railway 
bridge  at  Old  Leake. — Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharf e,  Nidd,  Oase,  etc. 
(Yorks). — There  has  been  little  angling  in  any  of 
these  rivers  since  Saturday,  for  all  of  them  have 
been  heavily  flooded.  Mr.  J.  Blades  caught  seven 
brace  of  grayling  above  Aysgarth  on  Dec.  12.  Since 
then  he  has  done  notliing.  I  managed  to  get  a  brace 
in  the  Cover  on  Dec.  17,  and  I  think  I  shall 
do  better  for  it  is  rapidly  fining.  So  is  the 
Yore,  and  if  the  weather  keeps  fine  and  no  more 
rain  falls  the  upper  waters  will  be  fishable  by 
Saturday.  Few  anglers  have  visited  the  Swale 
or  its  tributary  streams,  and  those  that  have  been 
up  the  Wharfe  have  caught  but  few  fish.  This 
river,  the  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc.,  has  been  heavily 
flooded  and  the  Ouse  has  been  bankful.  The 
floods  will,  however,  clear  out  the  rivers,  and  if  the 
weather  keeps  favourable  we  may  expect  good 
sport  now  for  Christmas.  The  annual  meeting  of 
the  Leeds  Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers  took 


Gratlino  Flies  on  gut,  hair,  or  eyed  hooks,  2j.  per  dozen. 
Selections  made  for  any  water  in  the  kingdom.  All  patterns 
sent  out  are  proved  killers  by  J.  E.  Miller,  who  has  had  over 
thirty  years'  practical  experience.  Sample  dozen  flies  sent  on 
receipt  of  2s.  Fly  dressing  material — wings,  hackles,  silks,  etc. 
Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers'  requirement". 
Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins.  Large  stock 
of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and  Widgeon 
feathei-8,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  quality,  2d.  per 
dozen  ;  eyed,  4d.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair  casts,  Is. 
each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts,  la.  each.  Fly  makers' 
tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc. — .1.  E.  Millkk  (Telephone 
2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Depftt,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 
Telegrams:  " Piscator,  Leeds,' 


place  on  Dec.  11  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
society,  namely,  the  White  Swan,  Call  Lane,  Leeds. 
Mr.  F.  A.  Ridding  was  elected  president,  Mr.  W. 
Bellhouse  vice-president,  Mr.  P.  Royston  treasurer, 
Mr.  J.  N.  Green  and  Mr.  W.  Harrison  secretaries, 
Mr.  H.  Kirk  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Webb  auditors.  The 
report  showed  the  society  to  be  in  a  very  flourish- 
ing condition.  On  Monday  night  forty  members 
of  the  Tadcaster  Angling  Club  sat  down  at  the 
annual  dinner  at  the  Golden  Lion  Hotel,  Tadcaster. 
Mr.  J.  Neale,  vice-president,  occupied  the  chair  and 
gave  the  toast  of  the  evening,  namely,  "  Success  to 
the  Tadcaster  Angling  Association."  Mr.  W. 
Gowshall  (secretary)  in  responding  said  the  mem- 
bership had  increased  from  eighty-three  to  ninety- 
three,  but  there  was  a  falling  off  in  the  sale  of  day- 
tickets  ;  they  should  find  the  cause  of  this  and  try 
to  remedy  it. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).  —  The  weather  here  for 
some  weeks  has  been  of  wintry  aspect,  frost  being 
pretty  severe  for  days,  changing  to  heavy  rains. 
In  the  beginning  of  last  week  Mr.  Bisset,  the  lessee  of 
the  river  and  coast  salmon  fishings,  was  fortunate  in 
getting  a  supply  of  ice  into  his  ice-house  from  the 
Deveron.  This  week  the  heavy  rainfall  and  the 
melting  of  snow  on  the  hills,  in  some  parts  several 
feet  deep,  has  swollen  the  river  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  overflow  the  banks,  and  the  sea  along  the 
coast  is  greatly  discoloured  by  the  debris  flowing 
into  it.  it  is  seldom  that  the  river  is  seen  in  so 
high  flood.  A  case  of  illegal  trout  fishing  was  tried 
last  week  in  the  Banff  Sheriff  Court.  Two  farm  ser- 
vants, named  AlexanderReid  and  William  Robertson, 
were  charged  with  having  in  November  contravened 
the  Fresh  Water  Fish  (Scotland)  Act,  1902,  by  having 
had  in  their  possession  on  a  service  road,  on  the 
farm  of  Aultmore  Keith,  six  common  trout.  The 
accused  pleaded  guilty;  their  agent  stated  that  the 
accused  weie  ignorant  of  the  Act,  and  that  the 
practice  of  taking  trout  all  the  year  round  from  that 
burn  was  very  common.  The  Procurator-Fiscal 
stated  that  this  was  the  first  prosecution  that  had 
been  brought  up  in  the  county  under  the  Act,  which 
provided  a  close  time  for  the  taking  of  trout  between 
Oct.  1 5  and  Feb.  28  of  the  following  year,  a  provision 
which  all  gentle  anglers  thought  reasonable.  It  was 
stated  that  the  accused  caught  the  fish  by  means  of 
two  lanternS;  which  attracted  them  to  the  surface  of 
the  water,  when  they  were  killed  with  the  back  of  a 
scythe  blade.  The  Sheriff  passed  a  light  sentence  on 
Reid.— H.  W. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — The  renewal  of  tlie 
gale  and  rain-storm  on  Dec.  14,  together  with 
the  succeeding  fresh  melting  of  the  snows  on  the 
hills,  brought  down  the  Dee  in  such  spate  that  the 
high  water  mark  of  ten  years  ago  was  touched 
on  Monday  before  the  waters  began  to  recede. 
The  whole  valley  is  in  flood,  and  from 
Cults  to  the  sea,  some  five  miles,  it  re 
sembles  more  a  great  lake  than  anything  else. 
Here  and  there  a  bare  tree  amidst  the  expanse  of 
waters  is  all  the  vegetable  life  to  be  seen.  Rabbits 
have  been  drowned  out  of  their  burrows  along  the 
banks,  and  many  dead  carcases  are  being  washed 
up.  The  late  spawners  have  all  been  shifted,  but 
fortunately  the  season  is  now  practically  over. 
These  timely  floods  will  greatly  assist  the  de- 
scending spent  fish,  and  especially  so  from  the 
smaller  side  streams.  The  Don  was  also  in 
spate,  although  nothing  like  the  Dee,  and  is  still 
running  very  high.  The  mouths  of  the  Don, 
Deveron,  and  Spey  have  had  a  much  needed  clear 
out,  and  the  banks  of  silt  choking  up  the  entrance 
channel  have  been  entirely  cleared  out.— G.  M. 

South-Hast  of  Scotland. — -Excessively  heavy 
rains  fell  over  the  south  of  Scotland  on  Sunday 
and  Monday  morning.  All  the  district  rivers  were 
placed  in  very  high  floods  on  Monday.  The  river 
Annan  overflowed  its  banks  in  the  higher  reaches, 
and  the  Dumfries  Nith,  the  Border  Esk,  as  also  the 
rivers  of  the  Stewartry  of  Galloway  were  similarly 
flooded.  It  is  not  expected  that  the  floods  will,  do 
any  harm  to  the  spawning  beds.  Many  fish  have 
completed  their  spawning,  but  many  others  have 
not  yet  done  so.  The  breeding  season  has  been 
most  favourable  so  far.  At  time  of  writing  the 
weather  has  become  extremely  mild  for  this  period 
of  the  year. — He.^therbell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — Intermittent  rain  has 
again  raised  tlie  local  rivers,  and  rendered  them 
safer  against  the  poaching  fraternity.  It  is  believed 
that  quite  a  number  of  sea-trout  have  got  to  the 
upper  parts  of  the  Lagan  to  spawn.  The  numerous 
weirs  caused  by  the  canal  stops  the  way  except  in 
very  hea\'y  floods.  The  water  in  the  Antrim-road 
Reservoir  has  been  reduced  to  a  few  inches  in  parts. 
A  close  observer  informs  me  that  he  saw  a  trout, 
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apparently  a  female,  working  as  if  depositing  spawn 
in  the  mud.  Trout  have  all  spawned  in  the  feeders 
of  the  Woodburn  and  Stoneyford  dams. — J.  A.  B. 

Corrib  and  Lougli  Corrib. — The  watchers  report 
that  fair  numbers  of  spawning  salmon  have  been  in 
the  feeders  of  Lough  Corrib  for  the  past  month,  and 
that  there  is  a  decided  increase  in  most  cases.  The 
preservation  afforded  lately  will  soon  bear  fruit. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Iiongli  Corrib. — In  consequence  of  heavy  rain 
during  the  last  few  days  the  rivers  are  again  in  high 
flood.  The  spent  salmon  and  trout  have  been 
swept  down  to  the  lake,  and  their  place  occupied 
by  a  second  batch  of  salmon  and  a  fifth  batch  of 
trout  all  busy  spawning.  The  rivers  have  never 
been  so  full  of  breeding  fish,  and  are  being  carefully 
watched  by  the  Corrib  Fisheries'  Association  bailiffs. 
A  curious  sight  was  noticed  the  other  day — namely, 
a  female  salmon  and  a  male  trout  botli  spawning  on 
the  same  bed. — S.  B.  D. 

Longhs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur). — A  good 
day's  pike  fishing  on  Lough  Corrib  on  Dec.  13  by 
Captain  Taylor,  SJlb.,  oflb.,  111b.,  171b.  and  221b. 
Owing  to  favourable  wind,  pike  seem  to  be  feeding 
better  on  Corrib  than  Mask  lately. — J.  A.  J. 

Vtoy,  Longbs  Conn  and  C  alien  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Both  loughs  are  in  good  order  for  jack. 
No  angler  fishing  for  the  past  week. — Pat  Heabnes, 

Shannon  and  Lough  Darg  (Eillaloe). — In 
little  better  than  a  month — say  Feb.  1— the  angling 
season  for  1903  will  opon  on  the  Sharmon,  and 
already  applications  for  salmon  and  trout  waters 
are  reaching  me  from  English  gentlemen.  I  wish 
to  inform  fishermen  across  the  Channel  that  I  am 
always  only  too  pleased  to  afford  them  every 
information  in  my  power  as  to  fishings  to  let  here 
at  Killaloe  all  the  season  round.  I  know  of  a  few 
reaches  of  early  spring  salmon  water  to  let.  Splen- 
did supply  of  heavy  spawning  fish  have  been  facing 
the  breeding  grounds,  and  when  these  shall  have 
gone  down  to  the  sea  and  returned  to  their  old 
haunts  at  Killaloe.  anglers  may  expect  to  meet 
many  a  leviathan  springer.  A  few  days  ago  a  fine 
male  otter,  weighing  481b.,  was  found  drowned  in 
the  eel  nets  here. — S.  J.  Hukley. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — Prior  to  the  rain  of  the  early 
part  of  this  week,  all  the  Tyrone  streams  were  dead 
low,  and  those  not  protected  suffered  severely  from 
netting  and  gaffing.  .Apparently  the  police  in  this 
county  are  doing  nothing  towards  the  preservation 
of  the  rivers,  although  they  have  no  extra  duty  to 
do  it,  being  otherwise  a  very  quiet  and  law-abiding 
county.  It  is  hoped  that  the  new  Lord  Lieutenant, 
who  is  a  keen  sportsman,  will  do  something  towards 
the  preservation  and  protection  of  Irish  rivers. — 
J.  A.  H. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Bamham-on-Crouch. — The  angling  prospect  for 
this  week  end  is  not  good,  as  the  whiting,  pout,  etc., 
have  left  the  river,  and  are  not  likely  to  return 
again  this  season.  The  past  severe  frost  and  the 
snow-water  combined  has  caused  several  fine 
conger  eels  to  turn  up.  Mr.  Sims  picked  up  one 
alive,  weighing  about  321b.,  just  off  Grapnels  Point, 
abreast  of  the  town.  Another  of  151b.  was  also 
found  at  Cricksea,  and  several  smaller  ones  below 
the  town.    What  fine  sport  the  32-pounder  would 


have  given  had  it  been  hooked  on  a  fine  line  and 
pliable  rod  !  To-day  (Wednesday)  the  weather  is 
dull  and  a  strong  wind  blowing. — J.  Wright. 

DeaL  —  On  I)ec.  11,  the  wind  had  dropped 
away  to  light  airs,  easterly.  Mr.  H.  W.  Tracey  put 
out  and  landed  with  twenty-two  good  whiting,  two 
dogfish,  and  one  good  pouting.  On  Dec.  12,  the 
same  gentleman  put  out,  and  landed  with  thirty- 
two  whiting  (good),  one  codling,  one  cod  of  91b., 
and  one  fine  dab.  Messrs.  Durkin,  Woodfield,  and 
T.  Carter,  with  Boatman  T.  Bingham,  on  Thursday 
(Dec.  11)  had  two  score  whiting  (largest,  lib.  6oz.)  ; 
Friday  (Dec.  12),  three  and  a  half  score  whiting  and 
two  good  codling.  Mr.  King,  with  Boatman  T. 
Upton,  out  for  a  short  time  in  the  afternoon,  took 
one  score  of  nice  whiting.  On  Dec.  13,  Mr.  Nunn, 
with  J.  Marsh,  boatman,  took  two  and  a  half 
score  of  good  whiting  and  one  nice  codling. 
On  Dec.  14,  wind  S.S.W.,  fresh,  with  rain.  The 
boats  that  put  out  to  the  bank  buoy  had  poor 
takes,  while  those  that  fished  close  to  shore 
obtained  good  takes  ;  Mr.  Percival  and  friend  six 
score  and  four  good  whiting,  twenty-one  dabs, 
and  seven  good  codling.  On  Dec.  15,  wind  westerly, 
fresh,  good  takes  landed ;  Mr.  Nuim  took  nine  score 
and  four  whitins:,  eight  good  codling,  and  ten  fine  dabs. 
Messrs.  Woodfield,  Durkin,  and  T.  Carter,  fishing 
on  Dec.  14  and  15,  took  nine  score  and  three  whiting, 
ten  dabs,  and  three  large  codling.  On  Dec.  16,  too 
much  wind  for  boat  fishing.  On  Dec.  17, wind  westerly, 
fresh  ;  water  thick,  rod  and  line  rather  slack  ;  good 
takes  of  sprats  when  the  weather  moderates.  I  anti- 
cipate sport. — Edward  Hanger  (Agent  B.S.A.S.), 
Napier,  Beach-street. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Day  fishing  has  proved  fairly 
good  on  the  pier  throughout  the  past  few  days,  but 
scarcely  anything  has  been  taken  at  night.  On 
Dec.  13  the  whiting  bit  well  upon  the  slack  of  the 
flood  tide,  and  some  splendid  dabs  were  also  taken, 
Mr.  Welch  heading  the  list  with  eight  beauties. 
The  day  was  very  enjoyable,  the  wind  being  south- 
west, and  the  weather  bright  and  mild.  A  strong 
south-west  wind  prevailed  on  Dec.  14,  yet  a  goodly 
number  of  anglers  put  in  an  appearance,  the  visitors 
including  Messrs.  Clark,  Carley,  Newcombe,  Dryden, 
Waddington  and  Matthews.  The  fish  were  feeding 
fairly  well,  but  the  general  run  of  them  was  very 
small.  A  few  codling  were  included  in  the  day's 
catch,  and  about  a  dozen  dabs.  Monday  (Dec.  15) 
proved  extrernely  wet  and  stormy,  yet  quite  an 
array  of  rods  was  in  evidence  during  the  day. 
Messrs.  A.  and  J.  A.  Waddington,  Brooks,  Bowles, 
Harding,  Horncastle,  Welch,  Battridge,  Matthews, 
Andrews,  Morewood,  Philp,  Cm'tiss,  Hayward,  Gil- 
bertson,  Jefferson,  Jennings,  and  New,  together 
with  Mrs.  Brooks,  all  realised  a  fair  amount  of 
sport,  the  blue  ribbon  of  the  day  falling  to  Mr. 
Jefferson,  who  landed  a  handsome  little  cod  of  8|lb. 
Tuesday,  Dec.  16.  was  ushered  in  by  half  a  gale  of 
wind  from  south  and  south-west,  and  the  day's 
catch  was  a  poor  one,  though  one  or  two  rods  ac- 
counted for  some  fine  whiting  in  the  early  part  of 
the  day.  With  a  strong  southerly  wind,  and  the 
sovith  cone  hoisted,  the  water  on  Wednesday,  Dec. 
17,  was  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  whiting  and 
dabs  were  well  on  the  feed,  several  remarkably  good 
catches  of  both  being  the  result.  Two  fair-sized 
codling  came  to  hand  in  the  course  of  the  after- 
noon, and  the  whole  day's  catch  was  quite  satisfac- 
tory.— J.  Richardson  (B  S.A.S.). 

Hastings  and  St.  Iieonards. — The  sea  has  been 
too  rough  during  the  week  for  boats  to  go  out. 
Several  good  takes  of  sprats  were  made  on  Saturday 
(Dec.  13).  The  piers  have  been  doing  fairly  well 
with  cod  and  whiting.  On  Dac.  15,  Mr.  Foster, 
fishing  from  St.  Leonards  Pier,  secured  a  nice  cod 
of  61b.  13oz.  Wind  westerly;  sea  going  down; 
prospects  better, — H. 

Plymouth, — There  has  not  been  much  doing  by 
the  amateurs  this  week  ;  the  weather  has  been  very 
unsettled,  although  it  has  been  much  milder.  Small 
school  bass  are  being  caught  in  the  Hamoaze,  and 
the  mullet  are  feeding  better  in  the  docks.  There 
has  been  very  little  trawl  fish  in  this  week,  as  the 
trawlers  have  been  unable  to  put  to  sea  on  account 
of  the  weather.  Smelt  are  still  very  scarce  ;  fisher- 
men are  on  the  look-out  for  them,  but  have  not  had 
very  many  as  yet. — William  Heardeb. 

Ramsgate. — Very  little  fishing  has  been  done 
owing  to  the  bad  weather  ;  very  few  boats  have 
been  able  to  get  out,  and  of  these  only  one  or  two 
have  returned  with  small  takes  of  codling.  From 


the  Iron  Pier  a  few  codling  have  been  had,  also 
fromi  the  East  and  West  Piers,  but  few  anglers 
have  braved  the  bad  weather.  Water  very  thick, 
and  without  a  change  the  prospects  for  the  ensuing 
week  look  anything  but  rosy. — Grey  Mullbtt. 

Walmer. — The  break  up  of  the  frost  and  the 
veering  of  the  wind  to  the  S.W.  brought  large 
quantities  of  sprats,  and  with  their  advent  fishing 
improved  greatly,  but  although  fairly  good  sport 
was  enjoyed  here  on  Monday,  it  does  not  compare 
favourably  with  that  on  the  other  side  of  Deal. 
On  Tuesday  a  very  strong  S.W.  wind,  rough  sea,  and 
heavy  rain  kept  anglers  ashore.  Wednesday  was  little 
better,  and  prospects  are  doubtful.  Given  fine 
weather,  however,  sport  should  be  good.  The  fish 
are  close  in  shore, — -Charles  Hussey  fB.S.A.S.). 

Weymoath. — Fishing  in  the  bay  has  been  almost 
out  of  the  question  during  the  past  week  on  account 
of  the  boisterous  weather,  but  we  have  had  some 
good  sport  with  the  bass  in  the  harbour.  On 
Saturday  last  five  of  us  were  out  with  our  rods  and 
landed  about  two  hundred  nice  size  fish.  These 
fish  are  now  coming  in  in  good  quantity,  and  if  the 
weather  would  only  keep  a  bit  fine  we  should  no 
doubt  be  having  a  lively  time  with  them.  We  got 
a  nice  lot  again  on  Monday  night.  We  have  half  a 
gale  of  wind  blowing  at  present,  and  the  weather 
looks  very  dirty.  Wednesday,  7  p.m. — Just  re- 
turned, another  good  catch  of  bass  from  landing- 
stage  ;  biting  freely ;  about  a  dozen  rods  working, 

— A.  G,  ROWELL. 


Jlssociaftons 

(Special  Meetings). 

THE  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  December  delegate  meeting  of  the  above 
association  was  held  on  Monday  night,  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  at  Cripple- 
gate  Institute,  Barbican,  E,C.  Delegates  from 
fifty-four  clubs  were  present.  Financial  matters 
were  first  dealt  with,  with  the  result  that  cheques 
amounting  to  £84  were  ordered  to  be  drawn  in 
payment  of  rent  of  fisheries,  bailiff's  salaries,  etc. 
Mr.  P.  Moss  (Eagle;  and  C.  L.  McLachhn  (Clapham 
Strollers)  were  elected  to  fill  vacancies  on  the 

feneral  committee  and  Anglers'  Benevolent 
ociety.  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  and  Mr.  J.  B. 
Close  reported  on  the  proceedings  at  the  last 
meetings  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society,  the  last-named  delegate  announcing  that 
the  funds  of  the  A.B.S.  now  reached  the  hand- 
some sum  of  over  £716,  a  statement  which  was 
received  with  hearty  applause.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  at  the  last  meeting  of  '  the 
association  a  deputation  was  received  from  the 
Thames  Anglers'  Defence  League  with  reference  to 
the  vexed  question  of  fishing  rights  in  the  Upper 
Thames.  In  effect,  the  league  asked  for  an  endorse- 
ment of  their  policy  by  the  association.  A  decision 
was  promised  at  the  next  maating,  and  tha  matter 
was  again  referred  to.  A  letter  was  received  from 
Mr.  L.  Chubb,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Thames  Preserva- 
tion League,  to  the  effect  that  negotiations  were 
proceeding  between  that  body  and  the  riparian 
owners,  but  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  divulge 
the  proposals  at  the  present  moment.  He  was 
sure  he  could  rely  on  the  good  sense  and  judgment 
of  the  association  to  see  that  nothing  was  done 
in  their  name  which  would  be  likely  to  lead  to 
the  negotiations  being  broken  off.  The  chairman 
said  Mr.  Chubb's  letter  clearly  explained  the 
position  the  association  was  in.  While  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Preservation  League  was  endeavour- 
ing to  bring  about  some  settlement  which  might 
be  satisfactory  to  both  the  anglers  and  the 
riparian  owners,  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  wise 
to  extend  their  support  to  a  league  which  was  not 
working  in  that  particular  direction.  No  doubt 
the  Thames  Anglers'  Defence  League  was  worthy 
of  commendation,  but  the  delegates  at  the  present 
juncture  had  to  consider  the  matter  of  policy. 
He  hoped  that  eventually  they  would  be 
able  to  get  an  Act  of  Parliament  which, 
with  the  consent  of  both  parties,  should 
award  some  form  of  compensation  in  order 
that  the  river  should  be  made  free  for 
angling.  If  that  could  be  brought  about  he 
thought  it  would  be  best  for  all  of  them.  Mr.  A.  .J. 
Marriott  said  he  was  a  member  of  the  T.A.D.L., 
and  had  pledged  himself  to  do  all  he  could  to  free 
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the  Thames  for  angling.  He  thought  that  the 
chairman  had  shown  that  satisfactory  efforts  were 
being  made  in  that  direction  by  the  T.P.L.,  but 
he  hoped  that  the  association  would  offer  some 
expression  of  sympathy  with  the  Thames  Anglers' 
Defence  League,  because  he  was  of  opinion  that 
that  body  had  been  attempting  to  do  good  work 
in  a  very  proper  and  efficient  way.  If  the  other 
league's  negotiations  fell  through  doubtless  they 
would  be  pleased  to  avail  themselves  of  the  help 
of  the  T.A.D.L.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  Marriott 
warned  the  delegates  that  public  bodies  moved 
slowly,  but  reminded  them  of  the  old  proverb 
that,  "the  surest  work  is  to  hasten  slowly."  Mr. 
J.  W.  Martin  and  Mr.  J.  P.  West  continued  the 
discussion,  the  first-named  stating  that  he  had 
recently  seen  Mr.  Chubb,  from  whom  he  under- 
stood that  up  to  then  the  negotiations  with  the 
riparian  owners  had  been  very  successful.  Mr. 
Fayres,  of  the  T.A.D.L.,  said  that  his  league 
would  be  only  too  pleased  to  support  the  Thames 
Preservation  League,  but  they  could  not 
tinker  with  any  compromise.  If  they  were  going 
in  for  the  freeing  of  the  Tliames  to  anglers 
then  they  were  with  them.  He  reminded  those 
present  that  the  Thames  riparian  owners  by 
themselves  would  not  carry  a  bill  through  Parlia- 
ment, nor  would  the  Thames  Preservation  League. 
London  anglers  must  be  organised,  which  they 
were  not  at  the  present  time.  The  few  members 
of  Parliament  belonging  to  the  League  were  not 
sufficient  to  carry  a  bill  of  the  description  proposed 
— unless  they  had  the  democracy  behind  them 
they  would  be  no  good.  As  for  his  own  League 
they  only  asked  the  Anglers'  Association  for  a 
vote  of  sympathy,  and  said  that  they  would  work 
hand  in  hand  with  the  Preservation  League  if 
they  meant  business.  Messrs.  Gray,  Barber, 
Derry,  etc.,  also  spoke  on  the  matter,  and 
eventually  a  resolution  was  passed  to  the  effect 
that  it  would  be  inexpedient  at  the  present  time 
for  the  association  to  express  their  endorsement  of 
the  policy  of  the  T.A.D.L.  Messrs.  Woodruff, 
Rowles,  Manning,  Abrahams,  and  Harris  (V.  O.'s) 
gave  in  their  reports  ;  the  latter  in  subsequently 
proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman, 
wished  Mr.  Beckett,  on  behalf  of  the  delegates, 
"  A  Merry  Christmas,"  the  chairman  acknow- 
ledging the  compliment  in  seasonable  terms. — 
Hon  Reporter. 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

The  committee  met  on  Friday  last,  when  one 
application  was  received  and  relief  granted.  I 
liave  received  per  Mr.  Hunt,  life  members'  sub- 
scriptions for  Mr.  Maybury  (Good  Intent)  and 
Mr.  Pummell  (Hoxton  Brothers)  and  hear  that 
"Mike"  has  got  his  eye  on  one  or  two  more. 
Also  have  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  £1  Is.  6d. 
from  the  Wellington  Angling  Society,  £1  5s.  7d. 
from  the  Dibden  Angling  Society,  and  £1  os.  7d. 
from  the  Warwick  Castle  Angling  Society.  I  shall 
be  glad  if  clubs  would  arrange  to  have  their  boxes 
opened  as  soon  as  an  opportvmity  offers.  The 
committee  feel  it  is  desirable  for  every  box  to  be 
opened  at  least  once  a  year ;  barely  one  sixth 
have  been  dealt  with  this  season,  and  we  have 
only  four  months  to  the  end  of  April.  Don't 
forget,  the  Post  Office  interest  does  not  run  while 
the  money  is  in  the  box.  Seasonable  wishes  to 
all. — W.  H.  Babber,  9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's 
Bush.   

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society — 

Mr.  W.  L.  Wichtendahl  presided  very  efficiently 
at  a  noteworthy  meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  when 
— the  weather  having  somewhat   moderated — 
several  fishing  reports  were  made,  not  by  any 
means  with  equally  successful  results.  Messrs. 
Cox  and  Gilbert,  however,  exhibited  a  very  fine 
tray  of  several   handsome   and   weighty  chub, 
together  with  many  specimens  of  roach  and  dace  ; 
Mr.  Cox's  fish  being  taken  at  Wargrave,  whilst 
Mr.  Gilbert's  were  from  Cookham.    Mr.  Taylor 
again  showed  a  remarkable  fish — a  very  fine 
double,  dark-sided  turbot.  Thehon.  sec.  announced 
that    Mr.    Wichtendahl     proposed    to  present 
the  society  with  a  very  fine  specially-built  rod, 
which — the  committee  assenting — will  be  a  prize 
in  one  of  the  competitions  of  January  next,  this 
offer  being  received  with  acclamation.    As  per 
programme  of  meetings,  the  remainder  of  the 
evening  was  of  a  musical  character,  some  really 
I  very  fine  singing  and  instrumental  pieces  being 
listened  to  with  delight  by  the  very  appreciative 
I  meeting,  the  artistes  including  Messrs.  H.  Butt, 
I  jr..   Biddies,   Canton,   Cox,   Hurren,  Maynard, 
'  Taylor,  Williams,  etc.    The  concert  concluded 
^•with  "The  Angler's  Song"   and    "Auld  Lang 
Syne."    At  the  close  it  transpired  that  news  had 
been  received  of  the  sudden  death  of  a  highly- 
e-iUsemed  vice-president  of  the  society,  Mr.  George 
I  Chambers,  which  brought  to  a  Momewhat  early 
conclusion  the  programme  of  the  evening.  A 


vote  of  condolence  and  regret  was  moved,  and 
carried  unanimously  and  sorrowfully,  previous  to 
the  customary  toast  and  votes  of  thanks  to  the 
artistes  and  chairman. 

Gke'sham  Angling  Society — 

At  the  adjourned  committee  meeting  held  on 
Tuesday  last,  imder  the  presidency  of  Mr.  M. 
Davies,  the  further  consideration  of  the  report 
and  programme  for  1903  was  proceeded  with,  and, 
thanks  to  the  vOTimtary  efforts  of  the  members, 
concluded.  At  the  ordinary  meeting  which  fol- 
lowed Mr.  Davies  consented  to  further  occupy  the 
chair,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  routine  busi- 
ness was  transacted.  The  chairman  very  feelingly 
alluded  to  the  death  of  George  Chambers,  Esq.. 
J. P.,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Gresham,  and  for 
many  years  a  vice-president.  A  letter  of  con- 
dolence was  directed  to  be  sent,  expressing  the 
sympathy  of  this  society  with  the  family  in  their 
sad  bereavement.  Members  are  requested  to 
note  that  Tuesday  next  being  the  last  meeting  of 
the  society  for  1902,  in  accordance  with  a  custom 
which  has  been  in  vogue  for  many  years,  Mr.  F.  D. 
Norman  will  occupy  the  chair,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  a  large  number  of  members  will  be  able  to 
attend. — F.  E.  Eldbed,  Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society — 

Members  and  friends  who  attended  the  enter- 
tainment at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel.  Bedford- 
square,  on  Dec.  10,  over  which  Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd 
presided,  were  treated  to  a  programme  which  in 
nowise  fell  below  the  high  standard  already  set. 
The  heartiest  thanks  are  due  to  the  entertainment 
conmiittee  for  their  good  work.  Mr.  H.  Eames 
showed  his  versatility  by  giving  a  'cello  solo  and 
a  recitation,  "Little  Bill,"  both  admirable.  Mr. 
C.  Leslie  Kempton  held  the  audience  with  "  Fra 
Giacimo,"  and  later  earned  equal  applause  with 
"  Going  without  it,"  a  piece  in  lighter  vein.  Mr. 
E.  B.  Ridgway  scored  with  a  most  apposite 
recitation,  "  The  Last  Angler."  Of  the  vocalists, 
the  following  earned  well-merited  applause : 
Messrs.  A.  Bridge  ("  Does  it  Matter  ?  "  and  "He 
was  a  Married  Man");  W.  Ricks  ("The  Big 
Bassoon  "  and  "  Work  ") ;  J.  Ricks  ("  My  Love  is 
like  the  Red  ReS  Rose  ").  The  hit  of  the  evening 
was  undoubtedly  scored  by  Mr.  Melville's  mario- 
nette and  ventriloquial  exhibition,  which  was 
enthusiastically  encored.  "  God  Save  the  King" 
brought  the  pleasant  gathering  to  a  close.  Mr.  G. 
Rayner  presided  over  the  meeting  on  Dec.  17. 
No  good  fish  have  been  recorded  since  last  report, 
but  the  following  members  have  taken  fish  : — Mr. 
Hersant,  a  number  of  small  pike  and  roach  up  to 
l^lb.  from  our  Barford  Fishery  ;  Mr.  Rayner,  dace 
up  to  8oz. ;  Mr.  Dunn,  perch  and  roach ;  Mr. 
Westrup,  chub,  31b.,  and  small  pike  and  roach. 
Next  Wednesday,  Dec.  24,  there  will  be  no 
meeting. — G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society — 

Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham  was  in  the  chair  on 
Monday,  when  several  new  members  were  elected 
by  ballot.  The  following  angling  reports  were 
forthcoming : — Mr.  E.  J.  Walker,  pike  from  the 
Avon  of  121b.  4oz.,  111b.  8oz.,  71b.  8oz.,  and 
41b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  M.  de  Courcy,  eight  chub  from 
Uxbridge  over  lib.  8oz. ;  and  Mr.  T.  H.  Bacon, 
roach  up  to  lib.  8oz.  from  Newbury.  Mr.  R. 
Bradford  hooked  and  lost  a  large  perch  in  the 
Kennet,  estimated  to  weigh  well  over  21b.  Mr. 
W.  G.  Fletcher  tried  the  Thames  on  Dec.  1 3,  but 
with  the  water  at  a  temperature  of  thirty-six 
degrees  and  the  air  at  fifty  it  was  not  surprising 
that  his  bag  was  a  light  one.  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown 
journeyed  to  Hungerford  for  the  grayling  fishing 
there,  but  as  there  was  hardly  any  water  in  the 
river  his  sport  was  of  the  worst. — Hon.  Sec. 


Bath  Anglers'  Association — 

It  will  be  remembered  that  after  a  gallant 
struggle,  in  which  nearly  four  hundred  toiling 
pisuators  took  part,  that  the  prize  of  the  recent 
Hastings  fishing  contest,  the  handsome  silver 
trophy,  a  noble  example  of  the  silversmith's  art, 
was  cleverly  won  for  his  club,  the  Bath  Anglers, 
by  Mr.  F.  C.  Fortt,  a  vice-president  of  the  club. 
Further  than  this,  another  well-known  Bath  angler 
who  accompanied  him,  Mr.  W.  Monk,  came  in 
fifth  in  the  competition,  though,  unfortunately 
for  him,  there  was  no  fifth  prize.  It  was  felt  by  the 
powers  that  be  in  the  club  that  some  recognition 
should  be  given  to  these  gentlemen  for  their  pluck 
and  energy  in  going  so  far  afield  and  honouring 
the  Bath  Anglers  by  their  name  being  the  first  to 
be  engraved  on  the  trophy,  on  which  there  are  a 
dozen  small  shields,  so  that  the  trophy  will  last 
twelve  years.  The  project  was  discussed  at  a 
recent  committee  meeting,  and  ultimately  it  was 
decided  to  invite  the  two  gentlemen  in  question 
to  a  dinner  at  the  headquarters  of  the  clu'j — the 


Full  Moon  Hotel.  The  function  duly  came  off  on 
Tuesday  evening  last,  and  was  a  triumphant 
success.  The  room  was  brightened  up  by  the 
appearance  of  the  trophy  at  one  end, duly  engraved, 
surroimded  by  fishing  impedimenta  tastefully 
arranged.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  Fred  Pratt, 
who  made  an  excellent  chairman.  The  guests  of 
the  evening  rat  on  his  right  and  left  hand.  Among 
those  present  were  Messrs.  T.  G.  Harding  (hon. 
sec),  R.  Benson  (ex  hon.  sec),  F.  Moody,  S. 
Moody,  H.  Lee,  T.  G.  Brown  Could,  Pratley,  M. 
H.  G.  Wood  ("Spinning  Minnow"),  G.  H. 
Gunston,  H.  Isaacs,  Jelf,  etc.  'I  he  chairman, 
after  the  usual  loyal  toasts  had  been  given, 
proposed  the  toast  of  the  evening — the  very 
good  healths  of  their  plucky  companions, 
Messrs.  F.  C.  Fortt  and  W.  Monk.  The 
chairman  referred  to  the  honour  Mr.  Fortt  had 
done  his  club,  and  coupling  the  two  names  together 
the  toast  was  drunk  with  much  enthusiasm.  Mr. 

F.  C.  Fortt,  in  responding,  said  how  gratified  and 
pleased  he  was  at  being  the  winner  of  the  prize. 
Some  had  said  it  was  a  "  fisherman's  fluke,"  but 
both  he  and  Mr.  Monk  went  to  Hastings  detei-- 
mined  to  do  or  die.  They  fished  hard  and  with  a 
good  result.  Mr.  W.  Monk,  in  a  humorous 
speech  that  caused  much  amusement,  echoed  the 
sentiments  of  Mr.  Fortt.  He  told  those  present 
how  they  came  to  enter  for  a  competition  so  far 
away.  He  was  at  Hastings  last  October,  and  saw 
in  a  fishing-tackle  shop  copies  of  the  advance 
programme  of  the  competition.  He  brought 
some  home  with  him,  and  ultimately  got  Mr.  Fortt 
to  accompany  him  to  the  scene  of  action.  He 
hoped  next  year  there  would  be  not  two  but 
twenty  Bath  anglers  present  to  try  to  keep  the 
prize.  During  the  proceedings  songs  and  recita- 
tions were  given  by  Messrs.  F.  Parsons,  W.  Monk, 

G.  H.  Gunston,  Gould,  F.  C.  Fortt,  "  Spinning 
Minnow,"  etc..  and  a  very  pleasant  evening 
brought  to  a  close. — Spinning  Minnow. 

Gateshead  Angling  Associ.^tion — 

The  eighth  annual  dinner  of  the  above  associa- 
tion was  held  at  the  Eagle  Hotel  on  Dec.  10, 
which  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  successful 
that  the  club  has  ever  had.  After  dinner  the 
usual  loyal  toasts  were  given  and  the  rest  of  the 
evening  spent  in  harmony.  Mr.  W.  Ryan  occu- 
pied the  chair,  being  ably  supported  by  Mr.  R.  T. 
W^hite  in  the  vice-chair.  The  following  con- 
tributed towards  the  evening's  entertainment  :  — 
Messrs.  W.  Vineberg,  R.  Smith.  M.  Smith,  R. 
Eddie,  T.  McCloud,  Resin,  J.  McMahon,  R.White, 
J.  J.  Bell,  and  Swanston.  During  the  evening 
the  secretary  (Mr.  H.  J.  Stephenson)  read  the 
annual  report,  which  showed  the  club  to  be  in  a 
very  flourishing  condition.  A  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  given  Mrs.  Smith  for  the  able  manner 
in  which  we  were  catered  for,  which  highly  satis- 
fied everyone  present.  Towards  the  close,  Mr. 
Menzies  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
and  vice  -  chairman  for  the  admirable  way  in 
which  they  carried  out  their  duties,  and  finishing 
up  a  very  enjoyable  evening. — Hon.  Sec. 

Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers — 

The  arrangements  for  the  lecture  at  the  Decem- 
ber meeting  were  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  E.  Stewart, 
who  provided  the  members  present  on  Dec.  12 
with  a  capital  entertainment  descriptive  of  a  visit 
to  the  Isle  of  Man,  illustrated  by  a  set  of  photo- 
graphic lantern  slides  in  which  the  beauties  of  the 
island  were  shown  to  advantage,  the  rivers  and 
streams,  judging  from  their  appearance  on  the 
screen,  looking  decidedly  fishable.  The  con- 
cluding portion  of  the  lecture  described  the  visit 
of  the  King  and  Queen  to  the  island  in  August 
last.  The  chairman,  Mr.  H.  E.  Leach,  reported 
the  capture  of  three  pike  of  6Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  and  3Jlb. 
respectively ;  the  hon.  sec.  had  one  of  5Jlb.,  and 
Mr.  J.  A.  F.  Crisp  one  of  4Jlb. — H.  C.  Westgate, 
Hon.  Sec. 

Norwich  Angling  Club — 

The  aimual  diimer  of  the  above  club  took  place 
at  the  Bell  Hotel,  Norwich,  and  was  a  most 
successful  and  pleasant  affair.  There  was  a  fine 
array  of  cups,  trophies  and  prizes,  for  the  Norwich 
Club  is  generously  supported.  The  menu  card 
was  artistic,  as  usual,  and  a  credit  to  Mr. 
Howitt.  The  president,  Mr.  G.  R.  Smith,  was 
in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  J.  Howard  Dakin.  The 
company  was  a  numerous  one,  and  thoroughly 
^  representative.  In  the  course  of  several  illumina- 
ting speeches  the  Yare  and  Bure  Preservation 
Society  was  given  well-deserved  praise,  and 
the  Norwich  Aiigling  Club  was  shown  to  be  in 
a  fljurishing  condition.  The  excellent  work  of 
Mr.  C.  S.  Beck,  the  club's  secretary,  met  with 
proper  appreciation,  and  that  gentleman  had  to 
carry  away  a  handsome  timepiece,  a  token  of 
esteem  from  the  members. 
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PORCELAIN   ROD  RINGS. 

ACKNOWLEDGED  to  be  the  GREATEST  IMPROVEMENT 

in  ROD  GEAR  of  the  PERIOD. 

The  eminent  authority,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  writes  : — "  The  Porcelain  Rod  rRings  are  quite  a  success.  The  surface  never  rougliens,  and  the 
line  now  flows  out  and  is  drawn  in  with  a  pleasant  easiness  unknown  to  me  before." 

Mr.  H.  G.  Rolf  writes  : — "I  have  given  the  Rings  a  good  trial  and  find  them  all  you  say  and  more.  The  mountings  are  excellent,  and  the 
rings,  in  mv  mind,  are  absolute  essentials  to  a  pike  fisherman's  outfit." 

A  Reverend  Patron  writes: — "I  have  been  astonished  at  the  marked  difference  in  my  casting  ever  since.  I  have  gained  at  least 
t«n  yards  I  should  say."   

Rings  made  of  Genuine  Porcelain  are  alone  reliable.    Earthenware  Imitations  (sometimes  styled 

Porcelain  Rings),  are  a  snare  and  a  delusion. 

The  Rings  are  supplied  in  various  shapes  and  sizes,  to  be  applied  to  the  rod  direct,  or  by 
means  of  wire  mountings,  and  are  adapted  to  rods  of  every  description. 


For  Prices,  &c.,  apply  to  the  Sole  Agent: 


F.  W.  DALE,  ANGLERS'  DEPOT,  HANLEY,  STAFFS. 


TRACE  GIVEN  WITH  EACH  BAIT. 
Will  kill  Pike,  Salmon,  Trout,  Perch,  Bass,  &c. 


Post  Free,  complete  with  Special  Trace, 

THE  NEW  RUDDY  PIKE  PHANTOM 

IN    SOFT  RUBBER. 

This  most  Killing  Bait  for  Pike,  Perch,  &c.,  is  made  in  three  sizes, 
and  will  be  sent  post  free  as  follows:  3  in.  size,  2/6  ;  3J  in.  size,  2/9  ; 
4  in.  size,  3/-  (larger  to  order).    The  prices  include  a  4  ft.  Combination 
Trace,  with  3  Swivels. 

To  be  had  only  of 

WM.  BROWN  &  CO.,  64,  GEORGE  STREET,  ABERDEEN. 

(^Original  Inventors  of  the  "Phantom,") 


THE  SPECKLED 
BROOK  TROUT 

Edited  and  Illustrated  by 

LOUIS  RHEAD. 
16/-  net. 


LONDOS  : 

Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
St.  Dunstan'g  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


DON'T  COUCH  for 
KEATINC'S  LOZENGES 
EASILY  CURE 
THE  WORST  COUCH. 

One  gives  relief.    An  increasing 
sale  o/  over  80  years  is  a  certain 
test  of  their  value.    Sold  in  13id. 
tins  everywhere. 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  recommended  to 
ANGLERS 


FISHING  GAZETTE 


GISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbin  for  Pishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


LEE  MUSSEL  BAIT 

(For  SPINNING  or  TROLLING), 

Made  in  Shell  or  German  Silver,  spin 
perfectly,  and  resemble  fish  whose  bright 
colouring  render  them  very  deadly  to 
Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  and  sea  fish. 


Supplied  by  all  Tackle  Dealers,  and  wholesale  by 
Sam.  Allcook  &  Co.  and  T.  H.  Lbe,  4,  ElmOroTe, 
Peckham,  S.E.    Large  size,  1/6  ;  email,  1/3. 


Hew    Work  by  '^The  Amateur  Angler." 

NOVSf  READY. 


Uniform  with  "  An  Old  Man's  Holiday."    With  several  Illustrations,  to  sell  for 
2/6  net ;  also  a  Special  Edition  of  250  copies  for  England  and  America, 
printed  on  hand-made  paper,  to  sell  for  6/-  net. 

DOVE  DALE 
REVISITED 

BY  "  THE  AMATEUR  AHGLER  " 

TOGETHER   WITH  OTHER 

ANGLING  and  HOLIDAY  SKETCHES. 


1.  -Dove  Dale  Revisited. 

2.  —      Do.       do.  [Horse 

3.  — In  the  Vale  of  the  White 

4.  — A  Day  on  the  Teme. 

5.  — A  Morning:  Drive  and  an 

Evening-  Walk. 


Contents   .    .  . 

6.  — In  the  Golden  Valley. 

7.  — Hunting-  for  Fishing. 

8.  — A  Day  on  the  Lea. 

9.  — Fishing-  in  the  Isle  of 
Wig-ht. 


LONDON:   SAMPSON   LOW,  MARSTON   <fc   CO.,  LIMITED, 
Sr.  Eunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 
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To  rancour  unknown,  to  no  passion  a  slave. 
Not  unmanly,  nor  mean,  nor  a  wrangler  ; 

He's  gentle  as  Mercy,  as  Fortitude  brave. 
And  this  is  a  true  British — angler. 

— DiBDiN  (adapted). 


F  It  was  "  Samivel "  Weller  who  spoke  of  the  advan- 
tage of  having  "a  heye  Hke  a  double  gas  microscope 
of  hextra  power."  My  optics  are  not  of  that  power-' 
fill  kind,  and  so  a  world  of  minute  organisms  are 
not  among  my  daily  acquaintances.  I  was  intro- 
duced to  the  infinitesimally  small  side  of  the  uni- 
verse on  Wednesday  night,  at  the  B.S.A.S.  micro- 
Kcopic  exhibition,  and  I  peered  through  some  thirty 
instruments  at  marvels  too  marvellous  for  words. 
The  exhibition  was  a  splendid  success,  and  demon- 
strated the  versatility  of  the  society.  The  elephant's 
trunk  is  so  adaptable  that  it  can  pick  up  a  pin  or 
tear  up  an  oak.  The  B.S.A.S.  members  are  not 
only  equal  to  the  capture  of  a  whale,  but  they  have 
finesse  and  delicacy  enough  to  spend  a  charming 
evening  with  the  "infinitely  little"'  objects  of 
creation. 

Greeting. 
May  this  glad  season  bring  you  joy. 

Pleasure's  bright  charm  and  sweet  content ; 
Earth's  choicest  gifts  without  alloy 

Be  with  Heaven's  benediction  blent. 
Each  Christmas,  as  the  years  go  by, 

Give  you  rich  blessing,  naught  of  pain, 
Laden  with  tender  memory. 

Seem  to  your  life  a  sweet  refrain. 

And  as  the  Yuletides  quickly  pass. 

Your  soul  be  riclier  for  the  years, 
God's  love  e'er  leavening  the  mass 

Of  earthly  longing,  hopes  and  fears  ; 
Bringing  you  wealth  of  tenderness, 

A  trusting  faith  to  look  above. 
May  life  ne'er  harshly  on  you  press ; 

Be  yours  the  peace  of  perfect  love. 

Eliot  Dean. 


Heap  on  more  wood,  the  wind  is  chill ; 
But  let  it  whistle  as  it  will. 
We'll  keep  our  Christmas  merry  still ; 
Each  age  has  deemed  the  new-born  year 
The  fittest  time  for  festal  cheer. 

Sib  Walter  Scott. 


To  all  a  merry  Christmas, 

A  very  merry  Christmas, 

Plenty  of  company,  lots  of  good  cheer  ; 

And  after  merry  Christmas, 

A  wise  and  merry  Christmas, 

God  bless  us  all  with  a  happy  new  year. 

Dragnet. 


"  Spinning  Minnow  "  of  the  Bath  Anglers  Associ- 
ation writes:- — "Dear  Drag,  I  should  like  you  to 
have  been  here  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  when  the 
club  gave  a  complimentary  dinner  to  Mr.  F.  C. 
Fortt,  and  Mr.  W.  Monk,  the  one  for  winning  the 
handsome  trophy  at  the  recent  Hastings  competi- 
tion for  a  year,  the  other  coming  in  fifth.  We  had 
a  right  pleasant  evening  at  the  Full  Moon,  head- 
quarters, well  served  up  by  brother-angler  Host 
Tanner.  We  wanted  you  present  to  have  told  iis  some 
of  those  'fishing  yarns.'  " 

*  *  *  •  • 

"Go  to  Bath!"  is  a  piece  of  advice  which  has 
often  been  gently  offered  me.  I  would  I  had  been 
able  to  accept  that  advice,  and  have  met  Mr.  Fortt 
and  other  gentlemen  whom  I  know  to  be  "  good 
company."  I  should  not  have  contributed  any 
yams,  but  I  am  sure  at  Bath  I  should  have  heard 
some  which  would  have  meuie  my  hair  "  Bristol." 


There  will  be  two  holiday  features  in  the 
January  Scribner's,  which  comes  out  just  on  the 
eve  of  Christmas.  One  is  a  story  picturing  the 
Christmas  of  a  modern  Italian  boy,  written  by 
Mrs.  Peixotto,  and  illustrated  by  Mr.  Peixotto  in 
colour.  Henry  Hutt  has  in  the  same  number  two 
full-page  pictures  showing  Christmas  shopping. 


The  Royal  Aquarium  Holiday  programme,  which 
will  be  on  the  usual  liberal  lines,  is  to  commence  on 
Monday  ut  the  Royal  Aquarium,  and  will  be  con- 
tinued daily  from  10  in  the  morning  until  11.45  p.m. 
This  will  be  the  last  holiday  show  there,  as  the 
building  is  to  close  on  Jan.  10  next. 


Parson  Goodman  :  "  Do  you  know  where  little 
boys  go  to  who  go  fishing  on  a  Sunday?  "  Bad 
Boy:  "  Yus  ;  but  I  ain't  giving  any  tips  away,  see? 
If  yer  lookin'  fer  a  good  fishin'  spot,  why  don't  yer 
find  it  yorself,  same  as  everybody  does  ?  " 


OUR  F.a.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 


The  great  artist  Turner  frequently  visited  Deal, 
lodging  in  the  house  now  known  as  Sea  Girt,  Beach- 
street.  He  is  described  as  having  been  "close" — 
meaning,  presumably,  "economical" — and  a  lover 
of  fish  for  breakfast.  He  visited  Deal  for  observa- 
tion and  study  of  its  marine  scenery  and  skies, 
which  latter  are  frequently  very  grand  and  charac- 
teristic. The  late  Sidney  Cooper,  R.A.,  had  a 
house  not  far  from  Sea  Girt.  These  artists  did  not 
choose  the  right  moment  for  visiting  Daal ;  they 
should  have  been  there  with  paints  and  brushes 
and  have  assisted  the  B.S.A.S.  members  to  paint 
Deal  red. 


Copyrigitt xihoWby"]  \_C.  Himej,  Walmer. 

MR.  T.  ROBERTS 

Was  the  hero  of  the  B.S.A.S.  competition  at  Deal. 
Fortunately,  Mr.  Chas.  Hussey,  of  Walmer,  a  photo- 
grapher of  credit  and  renown,  was  at  Deal,  too,  and 
thanks  to  his  skill  I  am  able  to  give  the  counterfeit 
presentment  of  Mr.  Roberts  in  his  habit  as  he  won 
the  B.S.A.S.  gold  medal  and  Deal  Challenge  cup. 
Mr.  Roberts  began  sea  fishing  at  Hastings  fifteen 
years  ago.    He  then  met  an  old  school  chum  who 
had  a  spare  hand-line,  and  the  two  fished  together 
for  several  days,  catching  a  lot  of  pouting  and  flat 
fish.    After  an  interregnum,  Mr.  Roberts  found  him- 
self fishing  with  his  brother  at  Folkestone.    A  sole 
weighing  lib.  lOoz.  and  a  lot  of  whiting  and  pouting 
did  not  satisfy  the  ambitious  pair,  so  they  ventured 
some  two  miles  out  from  the  harbour,  stuck  to  their 
lines  in  spite  of  the  pangs  of  mal  de  rner,  and  re- 
turned to  land  with  over  four  score  of  whiting  and 
dabs.    His  fishing  enthusiasm  having  grown  by 
what  it  fed  on,  Mr.  Roberts  fitted  himself  up  — 
"regardless" — and  was   soon  busy   at  Margate, 
Broadstairs,   Ramsgate,    Herne  Baj-,  Southend, 
Clacton,     Yarmouth,     Dover,   Deal,    and  other 
places,     having     good      sport,     and  catching 
every     \-ariety    of    fish.      Two    years    ago  the 
B.S.A.S.   welcomed  Mr.   Roberts  as  a  member, 
and  he  has  justified  his  election  by  proving  himself 
possessed  of  those  "  clubable  "  qualities  which  Dr. 
Johnson  admired.    Last  year  Mr.  Roberts  fished  in 
the  Deal  competition,  and  he  had  the  misfortune  to 
get  "  smashed  up  "  by  a  large  conger  eel.    Had  he 
succeeded  in  landing  this  beauty,  he  would  have  won 
the  gold  medal  and  cup  for  the  year.   He  has,  how 
ever,  redeemed  last  year's  failure,  and  may  well  be 
proud  of  having  secured  the  B.S.A.S.  gold  medal 
and  cup  with  a  catch  of  521b.  lOoz.  of  sizeable 
fish,  including  three  cod  weighing  over  321b.  Mr. 
Roberts,  in  the  words  of  Rip  Van  Winkle,  "Here's 
your  good  health,  and  your  family's — may  you  live 
long  and  prospe — r — e  !  " 


The  Gentle iroman  reproduces  this  week  some 
photographs  taken  by  Mr.  .f .  Harris  Stone,  of  Achill 
Islands,  showing  the  state  of  poverty  prevalent  in 
the  islands,  which  will  interest  those  of  our  readers 
who  contributed  clothes  in  the  summer  for  their 
relief. 


"  A  fisherman  at  Bogne  Sound,  New  Caledonia, 
found  a  large  school  of  fish  up  a  small  creek  or 
blind  gut  that  enters  the  marshe  i.  He  took  all  his 
a\  ailahle  nets  and  closed  the  mouth  of  the  creek, 
capturing  the  whole  school,  and  taking  them  out  as 
fast  as  sold.  He  has  cleared  4,000  dollars  by  the 
transaction,  and  will  sell  as  much  more  before  all 
the  fish  are  gone."  (These  fish  evidently  had  an 
atta(-k  of  uppondiciti-!.  1 


The  River. 

Down  through  the  fields,  by  the  poplars  and  birches, 
Into  the  towns  past  the  houses  and  churches. 
On  through  tlie  night  while  the  curfew  is  tolling. 
The  river  goes  bubbling  and  foaming  and  rolling, 
Under  the  bridges  and  over  the  stones, 
Winding  through  swampland  that  nobody  owns, 
Spraying,  and  splashing,  and  murmuring  free — 
Onward  it  speeds  from  the  hills  to  the  sea  ! 

— Harper  s  Bound  Table. 


To  bake  turbot  you  should  cut  a  small  one  into 
lices,  which  clean  and  free  from  bones,  dip  the 
slices  in  beat  eggs  and  roll  them  in  a  mixture  of 
crumbs  of  bread,  minced  parsley,  pepper  and  salt. 
Place  them  in  a  dish  well  buttered  all  round,  and 
bake  thoin  in  an  oven  not  verj-  hot,  or  in  a  Bachelor's 
or  Dutch  oven  before  the  fire.  They  niust  be  basted 
frequently  with  buttar.  When  done  lay  the  pieces 
in  a  dish  and  pour  round  them  some  lobster  or 
oyster  sauce  highly  ssasoned  with  cayenne  pepper, 
salt,  and  ketchup.  Instead  of  being  baked  in  slices, 
turbot  may  be  fried,  after  being  prepared  as  above, 
and  served  with  plain  butter  sauce. 


A  remarkably  large  saw^sh  was  recently  caught 
in  the  Carimata  Strait,  not  far  from  Singapore. 
The  fish,  states  a  contemporary,  was  27ft.  in  length, 
and  the  saw,  which  has  been  presented  to  the 
Melbourne  Museum,  was  4|ft.  long,  1ft.  wide,  and 
armed  with  thirty-four  teeth. 


Friend  :  "  Do  you  still  continue  to  send  matter  to 
the  newspapers,  Bobby?  "  Bobby  :  "  Yes  ;  but 
it's  merely  for  good  faith,  and  not  necessarily  for 
publication." 

"Mamma,  what  does  papa  do  ? "     "He  is  the 
head  of  a  great  business,  dear,  making  lots  of  money 
for  us  all."    "  Some  day,  if  I  am  good,  will  you  take 
me  down  to  his  office  and  let  me  look  at  him  ?  " 
♦  *  *  *  * 

This  is  something  like  the  boy  who  went  home 
crying,  and  when  his  mother  asked  him  what  was 
the  matter,  said  a  man  had  hit  him.  Then  she  said, 
"What  man?"  And  the  boy  said,  "That  one 
going  down  the  street  !  "  And  the  mother  replied, 
"  Why,  that's  your  father  !  "  Verily,  some  of  us  are 
not  much  at  home. 


"  Where  shall  I  spend  my  Christmas  holidays  ?  " 
is  a  question  I  have  been  asked  for  at  least  a  month 
past.  My  replies  have  been  very  cautiously  worded. 
I  know  where  I  should  like  to  be  for  a  few  days  at 
Christmastide,  but  shall  not  "put  it  into  print,"  as 
on  more  than  one  occasion  I  have  been  charged 
with  "taking  my  husband  out  when  he  should 
have  been  at  home."  Now,  all  I  can  say  is— go 
where  you  like,  when  you  like,  do  what  you 
Uke,  and  remember  that  the  best  swim  is  the 
"Christmas  Pudding  Swim."  Look  at  the  Christ- 
mas Number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  (Dec.  13)  and  see 
the  illustration  of  a  gentleman  fishing  in  May  cn 
Windermere.  That  was  December  in  May.  May 
this  year  be  May  in  December.  If  you  must  go 
away  for  the  holidays,  just  glance  at  pages  444  and 
445  and  see  the  facilities  offered  by  the  railway 
companies.  Dragnet. 


December  20,  1902 

Provineial  Angling  Ilotes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Tlie  new  travelling  cards  for  the  members  of  the 
Birmincrham  and  District  Angling  Association  are 
now  printed  and  stamped  by  the  railway  companies, 
and  will  be  issued  to  the  secretaries  of  the  clubs 
previous  to  the  new  year  commencing.    The  new 
cards  will  contain  a  large  number  of  new  stations, 
which  wiU  mean  the  opening  up  of  newfishing  grounds. 
This  will  be  verv  much  appreciated  by  the  clubs  as 
some  of  the  waters  adjacent  to  the  old  stations  have 
been  over-fished.   The  new  provincial  cards  will  also 
have  additional  stations  added  to  their  list,  and  some 
of  the  stations  will  be  taken  off,  as  I  hear  that  the 
Crewe  Association  have  seceded  and  joined  the 
Northern  Association.     This  wiU  mean  a  loss  ot 
near  upon  four  hundred  members.    Nearly  all  our 
clubs  are  holding  their  annual  meetings  and  elect- 
ing their  officers  for  the  new  year.    Those  of  the 
non-water  renting  clubs  are  busy  with  theu'  accounts 
and  making  Imown  their  dividends;  in  some  in- 
stances the  members  receive  as  much  out  as  they 
nav  in  The  Camden  Club,  for  instance,  generally  pay 
out  over  twelve  shillings  at  the  end  of  each  year, 
after  pa^'ins  all  expenses  and  devoting  a  certam 
sum  for  prizes,  and  this  is  done  for  threepence 
per  week,  but  then  there  is  certain  fines  which  help 
to  make  up  the  amount  to  be  distributed  amongst 
the  members.    The  St.  Paxil's  held  their  annual 
meeting  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  when  they  declared 
a  dividend  of  10s.  6d.  per  member.    This  club  will 
hold  their  annual  ball  and  concert  on  Dec.  2fc.  and 
28  at  the  Chapel  Hotel,  Great  Charles- street.  Mr. 
W  Butter  was  re-elected  president,  and  Messrs.  A. 
Lacey  and  F.   Hughes,   v-ice-presidents  ;   Mr.  J. 
Huehes,  treasurer  ;  and  Mr.  G.  Tabberner,  secretary  ; 
Messrs.  G.  Parker  and  W.Whiston,  trustees.  \\  e  have 
had  some  curious  weather  of  late  ;  on  Dec.  13,  14,  l  o 
we  had  a  change  in  the  weather  ;  ram  and  high 
winds  were  in  evidence,  and  since  then  things  have 
been  no  better,  but  this  has  not  deterred  some  ot 
our  members  going  out.    Some  good  fish  have  been 
taken  from  the  canal  at  Kingswood  by  some  of  the 
members  of  the  old  Green  Man  Society,  but  the 
rivers  are  high  and  discoloured.    The  weather  is 
very  mild,  and  fishmg  will  be  good  for  Christmas  it 
the  rain  will  keep  off 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


sented,  Mr.  A.  Culkin  being  the  fortunate  recipient 
of  the  club's  gold  medal  for  1902  ;  Messrs.  f-^^V- 
son  and  W.  jlques  also  receiving  a  silver  medal  each, 
and  amongst  other  prize  winners  were  Messis. 
Harrison,  C.  H.  and  S.  Clarkson,  E.  Gledhill,  A. 
Culkin,  and  Langley. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
The  West  Salford  Angling  Association  have  post- 
poned their  first  annual  dinner  to  Febrviary  11  to 
Lt  the  convenience  of  the  members.    The  week 
previouslv  the  various  delegates  wil    meet  for  the 
consideration  of  routine  and  other  business     It  s 
rumoured  that  some  alteration  is  to  be  made  in  the 
entrance  fee  in  order  to  enable  clubs  wishmg  to 
enter  to  do  so.    The  Openshaw  Central  Anglmg 
Society  have  just  held  their  annual  dinner,  which 
was.   as    a    matter    of    course,   very  enjoyable. 
The  membership  is  upwards  of  eighty,  and  the 
finances  stronger  than  at  any  previous  time.  At 
the  next  meeting,  if  all  who  are  offering  are  ac- 
cepted, the  membership  will  be  nearly  one  bundled 
the  understood  normal  limit.    No  one  can  grumble 
at  the  new  limits  for  fish  to  be  retained  after  cap- 
ture in  the  Warrington  Association  waters.    One  or 
two  clubs  in  this  town  have  been  holding  annuals, 
and  the  list  of  awards  for  prizes  is  interesting  read- 
ing    The  annual  meeting  of  the  premier  associa- 
tion on  Jan.  9  is  certain  to  be  a  very  interesting 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  one  great  subject  of  conversation  in  this  city 
is  the  approaching  festive  season,  many  in  fact 
have  bv  social  events  been  to  a  certain  extent 
anticipating  that  period  of  peace  and  good  will 
The  Cornb?ook  Angling  Society  have  had  a  lantern 
exhibition  and  other  interesting  items  at  a  social 
evening     At  the  same  time  they  suitably  acknow- 
ledged past  services  rendered  by  their  secretary 
Mr.'s.  J  Higginson,  by  presenting  him  with  a  gold 
mounted  silk  umbrella  to  "keep  off  de  wet,"  so  they 
^ay  The Ardwick AnglingSocietyhavehadaglonous 
'"flitting"  and  in  their  new  home  are  confidently 
expectin-  a  record  season  in  1903.    A  large  con- 
signmenfof  stock  fish  are  due  to-day  or  the  pnvat^ 
wtters  of  the  C.P.A.A.    Next  Monday  the  Roya 
Oak  Angling  Society  are  noted  for  their  annua 
meetin-     The  report  and  balance-sheet  will  not 
occupy"  much  time,  for  it  is  an  open  secret  that 
both  are  satisfactory.    This  society  is  imdoubtedly 
in  a  flourishing  condition  and,  as  a  member  says, 
•'  going  strong." 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
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a  flourishing  condition,  and  have  a  substantial 
balance  to  commence  next  season  with.  Ihe  chaii- 
man  distributed  the  prizes.  The  usual  toasts  were 
given  and  duly  honouiod,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
evening  was  devoted  to  harmony. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Reports  show  that  some  good  grayling  fishing  haa 
taken  place  lately,  swimming  the  worm  and  maggot 
baits  having  been  successful  in  most  waters.  Gray- 
ling are  now  feeding  better  on  the  Ure    On  Monday 
night  (Dec.  15)  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
T^caster  Angling  Club  Md  their  annual  dinner  at 
the  Golden  Lion,  the  company  numbering  about 
fortv     Mr.  J.  Neale  (vice-president)  occupied  the 
chair" in  the  absence  of  Mr.  H.  Burnet  (president), 
and  ho  referred    to  the  continued    progress  of 
the  club,  ■  the  membership  having  increased  Irom 
eighty-three    to    ninety-three    during    the  year. 
Mr  VV  Gowshall  (secretary)  stated  that  the  sale  of 
day  tickets,  which  was  the  chief  source  of  income, 
had  decreased  by  118,  and  it  behoved  them  to 
discover  the  cause  and  remedy  it.     Ihe  yearly 
report  of  the  York  Amalgamation,  adopted  at  the 
recent  meeting,  states   that   the   special  efforts 
made  had  placed  it  upon  a  sound  working  basis 
The  waters  committee  had  done  much.    The  issue 
of  day  tickets  to  non-members  at  threepence  tor 
Shensall  and  Walter  Fulford  had  been  a  success. 
The  effort  to  obtain  the  privilege  railway  ticket  tor 
members  was  also  successful.    Another  matter  for 
congratulation  was  the  inauguration  of  the  challenge 
CUD     The  question  of  a  close  season  for  the  Ouse 
between  Naburn  and  Linton  Locks,  netting  restric- 
tions, etc.,  is  still  in  abeyance.     The  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board,  at  the  annual  meeting,  which  is 
approaching,  will  receive  a  petition  on  the  subject. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  Fen  waters  have  now  practically  recovered 
from  the  heavy  fall  of  rain  and  snow,  and  ang  mg  is 
again  getting  into  full  swing.    The  rise  has  done  a 
vlst  amovmt  of  good,  for  not  only  has  the  con- 
dition of  the  water  been  improved,  but  a  large 
cmantity  of  weed,  which  had  accumulated  on  the 
surface,  has  been  washed  away.    Roach  are  already 
being  fished  for  with  much  better  results,  and  the 
milder  weather  experienced  this  week  has  enabled 
anglers  to  follow  this  particular  branch  of  sport 
without  any  discomfort.     Those  who  have  been 
out  on  the  Bardney  and  Kirkstead  lengths  of  the 
Witham,  and  also  in  the  Chapel  Hill  district,  where 
the  Sleaford  Canal  joins  the  main  stream,  have  had 
a  fairly  good  time  amongst  the  red  fins,  and  several 
fish  weighing  upwards  of  lib.  each  have  been  taken 
with  thi  worm.    Little  has  been  done  on  the  minor 
drains,  but  now  that  the  waters  have  virtually 
recovered  roach  anglers  will  get  to  work.  Piko 
fishing  has  been  resumed  on  the  Forty-foot,  and 
sundiT  fi-^h  have  been  taken  from  the  waters  at 
Swineshead  and  Hubbcrt's  Bridge.  The  Donnmgton 
district  is  also  a  good  place  of  resort,  and  with  such 
a  fine  stretch  of  water  as  that  between  there  and 
Hclpringham  Railway  Bridge  there  sliould  be  no 
lack  of  successful  trolling  as  pike  are  abundant,  and 
some  have  been  seen  of  prodigious  size.    Ihe  out- 
look all  round  is  just  now  very  good,  and  it  the 
open  weather  continues  Christmas  angling  should 
bo  prosecuted  with  profit. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
Roach-fishing  has  much  improved  in  this  district 
during  the  week,  and  sport  on  the  whole  has  been 
fairly  good.  Some  nice  roach  have  been  taken 
above  Hernpholmc ;  and  at  Frodingham  Beck, 
Snakeholmo  Lock,  and  Brigham  rcmch,  perch, 
and  (hicchavo  been  taken  in  fair  quantities,  and  tho 
tidal  waters  aro  running  in  fair  volume  and  colour. 
Some  good  piko  have  been  taken  during  the  week 
both  or.  the  river  Hull  and  Market  Weight.m  Cana  . 
especially  with  live  bait  fishing;  a  party  of  Hull 
anglers  also  visited  the  Anchohne  the  other  day  and 
had  fair  sport  amongst  pike.  Grimsby  anglers  are  also 
having  fair  sport  on  tho  river  Ludd,  b<»th  amongst  p'ko 
and  roach.  The  Hull  Corporation  A.A.  held  their 
seventh  annual  dinner,  when  a  very  pleasant  av  enmg 
wa-t  spent  imder  the  pre>«idency  of  Mr.  J.  Tanser, 
and  during  the  evening  several  prizes  were  prc- 


Boisterous  winds  have  raged  since  Saturday,  and 
on  Wednesday  the  Trent,  through  heavy  rains,  came 
on  something  like  three  feet.     Not  many  angle^-s 
appear  to  have  visited  the  various  reaches.  On 
Saturday   I   gave  the  chub   a   further  tria  at 
ihaXw,   bift  only  succeeded  in  taking  three 
fish      Mr   F  W.  K.  Wallis  caught  five,  and  Mr. 
E    H    Birks  one  of  about  2ilb.     On  Tuesday  I 
went  to  Shelf ord  chubbing,  and  gave  the  new  Coxon 
"  Aerial  "  reel  a  trial.    It  worked  admurably,  and  no 
expert  angler  ought  to  be  without  one.    A  Je^ 
roach  have  been  brought  i_n  trom  Chfton  Wilford 
Barton  and   Attenborough,  and  fair  bags  have 
been  met  with  at  Rolleston  and  Fiskerton.  Pike 
fishing  was  claiming  attention  before  the  change 
fn  the^iver,  though  no  very  large  fish  were  landed 
Pike  bait  on  Wednesday  was  extremely  scarce,  and 
the  scarcity  seems  likely  to  continue,  "^less  the 
present  rise  sets  dace  and  small  roach  more  freely 
^n  the  feed  than  in  the  past.     There  has  been 
nothing  doing  amongst  bream  for  weeks  and  nowa- 
days one  seldom  hears  of  a  perch  falling  to  tho 
attractions  of  either  worm  or  minnow. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  rivers  are  still  high  and  not  in  order  for 
successful  angling,  and  so  long  as  the  Present  wet 
and  miserable  weather  continues  we  cannot  expect 
much  improvement.    Very  few  rods  have  been  out 
and  very  few  fish  taken.     Messrs.  Jackson  and 
Walker  had  a  fair  day  among  the  pike  in  private 
water ;  they  took  nine  fish,  the  weight  of  which  was 
40lb   2oz.    heaviest,  TJlb.  ;  nearly  all  caught  with 
live  bait.     Tho  Sabrina  Club  had  their  annual 
dinner  and  prize  distribution  at  their  headquarters 
tl^  Plough  Inn,  Fish-street,  Mr.  A  VV  Cole  presid 
ing  in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  pi-esident 
Mr.  S.  Smith.    Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs,  president,  and  Mr 
R.  Wingfield,  secretary  of  the  District  Anglers,  sent 
letters  of  apology.  The  prizos  were  hen  d.s  ributed 
On  Friday,  tho  Berkeley  Arms  Club  hold  a  voiy 
successful  smoking  concert  and  prize  dKstrib,.tion 
Mr    H   Mansfield  occupied  tho  chair,  and  duiiiig 
th<i  evening  distributed  tho  prizes.    Some  capital 
songs  were  given  during  tho  evening.     Ihe  hrst 
annual  dinner  of  the  Arboretum  Club  took  place  at 
the  Arboretum  Inn,   Host   Farmer  providing  a 
capital  spread.  Mr.  H.  Mansfield,  president,  occupied 
the  chair,  supported  by  Councillor  Constance  and 
others     From  the  secretary's  report  the  club  is  in 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  stormy  and  wet  since 
last  notes,  and  all  waters  are  in  a  high  state  ot  flood 
at  present.    Spawning  may  now  be  considered  as 
practically  over  on  the  majority  of  waters  Accoimts 
from  all  parts  state  that  the  spawning  is  finishing  as 
it  began--successfully.   Poaching,  however,  appears 
to   be  carried  on  from  time  to  time.  Several 
prosecutions  took  place  recently  at  the  suits  ot 
local  fishery  inspectors.    Where  parties  were  con- 
victed substantial  fines  were  mfiicted.     Ihe  sea 
angling  on  the  Irish  coasts  continues  suspended, 
though  netsman  have  not  been  idle  whenever 
the  weather  gave  a  chance  for  operations  being 
carried    on.      At  a  few   places  m  the  county 
Kerry     good     takes    of    hake     were    had  on 
a  couple  of  days.    The  Wateryille  Weir  Fishery 
opens  on  New  Year's  day,  and  good  results  are 
looked  forward  to  at  the  commencement.  ^P"ng 
salmon  are  arriving.     Angling  opens  on  all  the 
Waterville  waters  on  February  1,  and  given  fair  or 
favourable  weather  the  fishermen  hope  that  ample 
amends  will  be  made  for  the  poor  fishing  of  last 
soring     It  frequently  happens  that  an  abnormally 
bad  season  is  followed  by  a  very  good  one,  and  we 
hope  that  such  will  be  the  case  with  the  one  now 
fast  approaching.    Weather  milder,  but  very  wet 
at  time  of  writing. 

TROUT  FOR  THE  TRA.NSVAAL. 

Johannesburg,  Nov.  4  (Special).-Sir  Percy 
Fitzpatrick  last  evening  presided  oyer  an  influential 
meetino-,  at  which  it  was  decided  to  form  a  Transvaal 
Trout  Fishing  Society,  and  to  inaugurate  a  big 
scheme  for  stocking  the  Transvaal  waters  with  fish,  so 
that  an  inexpensive,  yet  pleasant,  amusement  may  be 
enjoyed.  The  scheme  has  the  approval  of  Lord 
Milner,  and  the  Cape  Government  has  already  given 
valuable  assistance.  The  movement  is  regarded 
with  much  favour  by  artisan  anglers.  Steps  ^^M 
be  taken  to  stock  Florida  Lake,  where  trout  could 
travel  to  Klip  River.  Government  is  prepared  to 
assist  the  local  committees,  so  that  waters  can  be 
properly  supervised.— iVa<aZ  Mcrcwri/,  Nov.  0. 
^  [Thope  that  the  Transvaal  Trout  Fishing  Society 
will  stick  to  the  English  brown  tvont  {Salmo  fano), 
which  has  done  so  splendidly  in  New  Zealand.— Ed. 
F.G.] 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
Thf  following  particulars  are  specially  compiletl 

by  Messrs.  Hug'he^s  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 

and  5t),  Chancery-lane,  London,  V\  .C. 

ifi  21<)     Trawhng  gear.     Patentee:    C.  Hellyer, 

^  '  St.    Andrew's  Dock,  Hull,  Yorkshire. 

The  shoe  may  bo  made  into  two  parts  ; 
or  it  may  be  made  with  a  diagonal 
channel  to  engage  with  the  bottom  ot 
the  outer  board. 

25  456.  John  Gibbins  and  Henry  Gibbins,  IbJ, 
Somerset-street,  Hessel-road,  Hull.  A 
steam  trawler's  winch  barrel. 
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■pofcs  from  i^)c  ^oxt^). 

The  spawning  season  is  now  abont  over.  It  has 
been  one  of  the  best  experienced  for  many  years, 
and  especially  so  in  the  higher  and  middle 
reaches. 

There  are  twenty-two  salmon  hatcheries  in 
Scotland,  and  four  of  those  are  worked  for  com- 
mercial purposes.  The  remaining  eighteen  are 
either  private  hatcheries  or  worked  by  the  respective 
district  boards.  The  bulk  of  them  are  in  the 
north  and  north-east. 

Captain  Grant,  of  Beldooney,  Spoyside,  is  ex- 
pected home  about  Christmas,  and  his  tenants  eA'o 
preparing  a  hearty  welcome  for  him.  He  has  been 
out  in  South  Africa  during  the  past  three  years. 

The  cruiser  Mina  has  been  ordered  to  replace  the 
Jackal  as  a  police-boat  in  the  Moray  Firth.  The 
Jackal  has  been  detailed  for  scientific  investigation 
in  the  North  Sea  in  connection  with  the  Inter- 
national Research  Committee. 

Why  not  tackle  the  salmon  problem  in  the  same 
way  and  at  the  same  time?  Trawlers  not  infre- 
quently come  across  solitary  salmon  and  sea-trout 
many  miles  out  at  sea,  but  then  they  are  not  looking 
for  them. 


"  What  became  of  the  salmon?  "  was  a  query  once 
asked  at  the  House  Committee  of  the  Aberdeen 
Parish  Council.  The  sheriff  had  ordered  a  poached 
salmon  to  be  sent  to  the  poorhouse,  after  which 
it  was  lost  to  view.  There  was  a  faint  suggestion 
that  it  was  too  strong  for  the  stomachs  of  the 
inmates,  and  so  they  got  something  better. 

In  Aberdeen  last  week  two  young  lads  pleaded 
guilty  to  day  poaching  on  a  Sunday  on  the  grounds 
of  Delgaty  Castle,  and  were  let  oft  with  lis.  (id.  of 
expenses — and  no  fine.  Had  this  been  south  of 
the  Border  they  would  have  got  three  months'  hard. 

I  do  not  grudge  the  lads  getting  oft  for  a 
moment,  but  merely  cite  the  case  as  showing  the 
sneaking  sympathy  which  up  here  underlies  more  or 
less  all  poaching  cases,  and  especially  in  country 
districts. 


"  The  land  thereof  is  the  Lord's,"  "  bvit  whose  is 
the  water?  "  asks  Tinker  Jock  in  the  ballad. 
And  answering  the  question  to  his  own  satisfaction, 
he  rigs  up  a  long  gaff  and  joes  for  a  kipper  whenever 
he  likes.  Special  Scotch. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebftor* 

[  W e  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


SPRING-EYED  NEEDLES. 

Dear  Sik, — The  possibility  of  attaching  hooks 
to  gut  as  thread  is  placed  in  the  eyes  of  these 
"  needles  for  the  blind  "  suggested  itself  long 
since  ;  but  it  seemed  the  shanks,  to  gain  sufficient 
strength,  would  need  enlargement  to  take  the  eye, 
and  that  gut  might  be  damaged  by  the  sharp  steel 
odtros  at  the  spring.  There  would  also  be  some 
difficulty  in  getting  the  straight  pull  of  a  double 
thread  with  single  gut,  while  if  a  knot  of  any  sort 
had  to  be  used  the  ordinary  eye  would  do  as  well. 
If  Iho  eye  became  a  spring  catch  to  hold  a  loop 
the  plan  might  answer,  perhaps  better  for  attach- 
ing than  for  detaching  the  loop  or  link.  A  light  and 
strong  arrangement  of  the  kind  might  be  useful 
for  hooking  drop  links  to  casting  lines,  if  made  in 
tempered  steel  with  an  eye  for  the  drop  link. — Yours 
truly,  Benwyan. 

[The  difficulty  of  using  any  spring  eye  or  arrange- 
ment by  which  the  gut  can  bo  slipped  into  the  eye 
is  that  the  attachment  is  loose,  and  the  fly  flops 
about  and  doubles  back  and  gets  "  hung  up." — Ed.] 

EYED  HOOKS  V.  BLIND. 
Dkau  Sir,  —  In  your  issue  of  Doc.  0,  "  Benwyan," 
who  I  know  desires  to  conduct  controversy  with 
fairness  and  good  feeling,  convicts  himself  of  being 
a  careless  reader.  He  says  :  "  One  writer  who 
advocated  the  superiority  of  blind  hooks  (Nov.  8) 
without  definite  limitaticm,  now  (Nov.  22)  says  ho 
habitually  uses  eyed  hooks  for  floaters  of  all  sizes 
with  a  reservation  in  favour  of  small-sized  blind 
hooks  for  wet  fly  fishing."  Now  this  is  not  justified 
by  my  letter  in  y(jur  issue  of  Nov.  8,  which  reads 
thui  :  "  I  wish  to  defend  tho  thesis  that  for  wet-fly 
fishing  in  tho  smaller  sizes  eyed  hooks  are  loss 


satisfactory  than  blind  hooks,"  and  then  goes  on 
to  defend  that  proposition. 

If  "  Benwyan  "  will  take  the  trouble  to  go  back 
to  tho  first  letter  I  wrote  in  this  controversy — 
namely,  that  which  appeared  in  your  issue  of 
Oct.  11 — ho  will  find  that  I  say  that  "for  dry-fly 
fishing  eyed  flies  are  practically  essential,"  and 
that  for  wet-fly  fishing  eyes  to  gut  are  superior, 
I  maintain  that  I  have  been  perfectly  consistent 
and  logical  throughout. 

With  regard  to  tho  objection  to  flies  causing  a 
wake,  it  does  not  strike  ono  as  consistent  with  tho 
habits  of  the  ephemeridai  that  their  imitations 
should  make  a  wake  in  the  water,  and  tho  great 
bulk  of  artificial  flios  are  imitations  of  ephomerida!. 
The  action  of  a  Coch-y-Bondhu  is  another  matter 
altogether.  Many  beetles  arc  very  active  in  the 
water. — Yours  truly,  Val  Conson. 

"  EYED  V.  BLIND  "  HOOKS  FOR  FLY 
FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — In  discussing  this  question  one  point 
in  favour  of  tho  eyed  hook  appears  to  have  been 
ignored,  and  that  is  the  ease  and  rapidity  with  which 
you  can  change  your  fly  ;  and  this  is,  at  times, 
a  very  important  consideration.  You  will  occa- 
sionally see  that  when  you  wish  toj  change  one 
"  blind  "  fly  for  another,  that  the  fresh  fly  is 
mounted  on  stouter  gut  than  that  forming  tho 
point  of  your  cast,  especially  if  you  wish  to  try  a 
fly  rather  larger  in  size,  as  you  frequently  will  in 
the  last  few  minutes  of  an  evening.  When  such 
is  the  case  it  means  mounting  a  fresh  cast  when  you 
can  ill  spare  tho  time.  If  using  eyed  hooks  this 
difficulty  does  not  arise;  none  so  "  blind  "  as  those 
who  don't  use  their  "eyes." — Yours  truly, 

H."  Tisley. 

EYED  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sir, — We  were  greatly  interested  in  tho 
letter  of  your  correspondent  "  Gee  Kay,"  which 
appeared  in  your  issue  of  Nov.  29,  and  to  confirm 
the  statement  in  your  editorial  footnote  appended 
thereto,  have  the  pleasure  to  send  you  herewith  a 
few  noodle  eyed  fish-hooks.  Letters  patent  were 
granted  to  Mr.  Joseph  Warner  for  this  "  improve- 
ment in  tho  manufacture  of  fish-hooks  "  as  far  back 
as  February  9,  1866,  so  that  you  were  well  within  the 
mark  in  saying  "  eyed  hooks  with  needle  eyes  were 
made  twenty  years  ago,"  thoi;gh  incorrect  in  saying 
"  they  were  found  not  to  answer."  These  hooks 
are  manufactured  by  us  in  considerable  quantities 
to-day,  and  we  enclose  a  cutting  from  our  latest 
price-list  showing  the  various  styles  of  eyes,  which 
we  make  either  straight,  turned  up,  or  turned 
down  ;  also  with  two  eyes,  one  above  the  other, 
for  use  with  double  gut.  The  bend  can  be  made 
any  style  fancied  by  the  angler,  and  the  finish  in 
various  colours  as  in  any  other  kind  of  hook. 

We  believe  these  to  be  the  best  and  neatest  form 
of  eyed  hook  yet  invented,  and  for  every  kind  of 
bait  fishing  far  in  advance  of  the  "  blind  hook  "  ; 
we  do  not,  however,  recommend  their  use  for  small 
trout  flies,  the  eye  being,  of  necessity,  small  and 
somewhat  troublesome  to  thread  on  a  cold  or  windy 
day  on  the  river-side,  but  for  sea-trout  or  salmon 
flies  they  cannot  be  beaten,  and  we  shall  be  obliged 
if  you  will  carefully  examine  the  samples  enclosed 
and  give  your  readers  the  benefit  of  your  valued 
opinion.  W^e  shall  be  pleased  to  send  specimens  of 
these  hooks  to  any  of  your  correspondents  who  are 
interested  in  this  important  matter,  if  they  will 
kindly  write  us  stating  the  sizes  they  would  like  to 
see. — Yours  truly,  J.  Warner  and  Sons. 

Hewell  Works,  Redditch. 

[What  I  might  have  said  was  that  hooks  with 
eyes  like  needles  have  been  made  and  used  for  many 
years,  but  are  not  foimd  to  answer  so  well  as  those 
in'which  the  eye  is  formed  by  turning  the  end  of  the 
shank  round.  I  see  no  reason  at  all  why  the 
excellent  hooks  sent  me  by  Messrs.  J.  Warner  and 
Sons  with  needle  eyes  should  not  answer,  but  for 
various  reasons  I  do  not  think  that  they  will 
answer  so  well  as  the  ordinary  eyed  hook  ;  in  fact, 
Messrs.  Warner  admit  that  they  do  not  recommend 
them  for  small  trout  flies.  But  nothing  could  be 
fairer  than  their  offer  to  send  specimens.  I 
recommend  them  to  give  an  illustrated  description 
of  the  method  of  knotting  wliich  they  recommend. 
In  the  salmon  fly  sent  the  gut  is  knotted  to  the 
noodle  eye  by  passing  it  down  through  the  eye,  round 
the  shank,  then  between  itself  and  the  shank,  and 
securing  by  a  single  knot  round  the  gut  above  the 
eye,;  there  is  a  very  straight  pull  with  some  of  these 
needle  eyes,  and  tho  hooks  stand  out  straight  from 
the  end  of  the  gut. — Ed.] 

TROUT  RODS. 
Dear  Sir, — Why  shoifld  our  English  rod-makers 
bo  spurred  up  to  give  us  extnunely  light  rods  ?  No 
valid  reason  has  yet  been  advanced  ;   merely  that 
some  American  rods  are  half  tho  weight  of  our 


general  patterns  is  known  to  most  fishermen  and  to 
the  rod-makers,  but  such  rods  may  bo  for  different 
work.  Dross  shoes  are  one-eighth  tho  weight  of 
shooting  boots.  Some  men  do  wonders  with  a  full- 
clioked  20- bore  gun  ;  others  need  a  12-boro  scatter 
gun  to  get  a  bird  at  all. 

Surely  the  man  who  fishes  should  bo  umpire  of 
the  weight  of  the  tools  to  suit  his  abilities.  There 
may  be  a  master  of  the  craft,  able  and  deadly  in  his 
work  with  a  5oz.  rod  of  Oft.  length  and  a  little  Hoz. 
reel  and  line,  fishing  wet  on  a  little  roaring  Scotch 
burn  ;  another,  equally  expert,  fishing  a  wide  and 
weedy  chalk  stream  who  puts  his  faith  in  a  split 
can©  of  lift.,  with  a  heavy  line,  and  a  large  diameter 
reel,  does  not  find  lloz.  of  each  too  much  fqr  rod 
and  running  gear.    Why  ? 

I  merely  speak  of  dry-fly  trout-fishing  as  tho  test 
point  of  rod  and  reel,  because  such  gear,  perfect  for 
such  work,  will  well  do  all  the  other  modes  of  trout- 
fishing.  The  dry-fly  rod,  on  most  waters,  must 
have  power,  that  is  substance,  that  is  weight  ;  and 
assuming  that  ferrules  and  fittings  are  just  sufficient 
for  strength,  where  can  the  rod  be  cut  down,  and 
why,  to  save  an  ounce  or  two  ?  The  dry-fly 
fisherman  is  not  continually  flogging  tho  water  ;  he 
stalks  his  rising  fish,  a  few  casts  settle  that  job  ; 
ho  then  rests  while  watching  for  a  fresh  stalk,  and 
thus  he  can  work  a  heavier  kit  than  the  wet-fly 
man  who  is  casting  perpetually  all  day  ;  but  on  this 
point  another  view  presently  as  to  the  man. 

But  do  we  not  begin  at  tho  wrong  end  when  con- 
sidering rod  weight  first  ?  Is  not  the  real  govern- 
ing point  to  be  first  .settled  in  tho  weight  and  length 
of  lino  and  the  size  and  weight  of  reel,  each  capable 
of  doing  the  special  work  required?  More  good  fish 
are  lost  by  silly  little  reels  and  want  of  line  than  by 
any  other  faulty  equipment.  A  big  reel  and  a 
heavy  line,  on  a  short  very  light  rod,  play  the  devil  ; 
oven  thovigh  the  rod  be  well  balanced  to  the  reel  it 
is  powerless  to  lift  a  long  heav'y  line  off  dead  water, 
and  helpless  at  cutting  into  a  fresh  wind. 

Our  reels  at  present  may  be  heavier  than  need  be, 
according  to  some  opinions  ;  my  latest  and  most 
satisfactory  is  3Jin.  diameter,  |in.  wide,  holding 
40  yards  of  heavy-tapered  dressed  line,  making  a 
total  of  1  loz.  ;  for  this  my  choice,  out  of  five  rods  I 
have,  is  a  split  cane  11  feet,  weighing  lloz.  I  have 
the  lighter  and  shorter  rods,  but  for  wild  fish  among 
beds  of  weeds,  and  for  long  casting  and  for  wind 
cutting,  give  me  the  heavy  rod  and  the  workmanlike 
reel  ;  a  little  cotton- winder  and  25  yards  of  thin  lino 
may  be  well  enough  on  a  burn  with  trout  at  four  to 
tho  pound,  but  on  a  chalk  stream  with  two-poundera 
time  would  be  wasted  and  the  whole  beat  disturbed 
by  using  such  gear,  and  probably  the  fish  be  lost  as 
well. 

Some  men  advocate  a  change  of  rods  for  different 
work  ;  well,  of  course,  this  is  desirable  according  to 
nature  of  river  in  salmon-fishing,  possibly  also  a 
two-handed  rod  for  sea-trout  on  large  salmon  rivers  ; 
but  for  trout,  except  on  little  bush-grown  burns, 
surely  one  pattern  of  rod,  reel,  and  line  should  be 
the  thing.  The  man's  individual  power  and  ability 
are  the  tests  to  be  studied  ;  a  rod  and  reel  that  would 
sprain  one  man's  wrist  in  an  hour's  work  may  be 
deemed  a  mere  feather-weight  for  a  whole  day's 
work  to  another  man  ;  and  the  more  a  man  sticks 
to  one  particular  implement  which  .suits  his  powers, 
the  more  perfect  will  his  work  become,  and  if 
modern  time  fishing,  to  be  successful,  demands 
fishing  fine  and  far  off,  I  for  one  should  prefer  tho 
comparatively  weighty  rod  and  line,  especially  for 
fine  fishing  with  the  finest  gut. 

Many  of  the  advocates  of  feather-weight  rods  in 
America  maintain  that  a  powerful  rod  and  a  heavy 
line  cause  the  loss  of  lightly-hooked  fish  and  the 
breakage  of  fine  gut  ;  but  I  incline  to  differ  from 
this.  Is  it  not  a  fallacy  ?  Both  scientific  theory  and 
practical  experience  demonstrate  that  a  heavy  lino 
keeps  a  beautiful  springy  pull  on  tho  fish  all  the 
time  ;  when  he  jumps,  or  suddenly  turns  in  his  wild 
rushes,  he  has  to  lift  or  pull  that  weight  of  line  before 
any  extreme  strain  can  come  on  the  fine  gut  or  weak 
hook-hold  ;  and  it  does  not  matter  much  up  to  that 
whether  the  line  is  attached  to  a  pole  or  a  switch. 
This  is  borne  out  by  hundreds  of  ship  salvage  cases, 
where  one  ship  is  towing  another  in  heavy  seas. 
When  the  towing  hawser  is  light,  even  all  of  the 
strongest  steel  rope,  it  will  keep  tightly  stretched 
between  the  ships  ;  and  then  it  ahnost  invariably 
snaps  and  parts  when  the  towed  ship  takes  a  sudden 
sheer.  On  tho  other  hand,  the  practice  now  is 
almost  universal  to  use  mixed  towing  geai',  namely, 
a  length  of  heavy  chain  cable  and  a  wire  hawser, 
even  a  small  one,  so  as  to  have  a  great  weight  hang- 
ing between  tho  two  ships  ;  this,  in  fishing,  is  our 
heavy  line  and  fine  gut.  The  result  is  that,  before 
the  breaking  point  of  the  small  wire  hawser  is 
attained,  the  weight  of  chain  cable  hsvs  been  drawn 
upon  by  lifting  and  the  fi'iction  of  the  water,  and  the 
nasty  villainy  of  the  sheer  or  jerk  has  been  quite 
mollified  by  the  powerful  but  yielding  weight 
gradually  applied.    A  light  line  transfers  the  pull  at 
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once  to  the  rod,  which  must  then  give,  or  it  will 
break  the  hold  or  the  line.  Yet  for  other  purposes 
equally  important,  such  as  casting,  preventing  a  fish 
-from  weeding,  bringing  quickly  to  net,  and  others, 
the  hea\-y  long  line,  the  large  diameter  reel,  and  the 
consequently  comparatively  heavy  rod  have  reason 
for  being,  and  certainly  they  are  believed  in  by  some 
of  the  best  dry-fly  fishermen,  past  and  present. 

One  point  which  I  have  lately  tested,  and  which 
bears  upon  the  question  of  weight,  is  to  have  the  rod 
of  just  sufficient  backbone  or  power  to  lift  its  own 
reel  and  line  clear  of  the  ground  when  the  butt  is 
clamped  in  a  stand  as  if  held  in  hand  at  an  angle 
of  45deg.,  the  distance  of  butt  end  to  floor  and  of 
the  length  of  line  hitched  to  reel  and  to  point  of  rod 
being  equal.  It  w-ill  astonish  many  men  to  see 
the  absurdly  unfair  bend  of  some  rods  when  so 
tested.  My  reel  and  line,  as  before  said,  weigh 
lljoz. :  the  rod,  an  eleven  foot  split  cane  by  Hardy, 
in  three  joints  and  detachable  butt,  weighs  ll'|-oz. 
Of  course,  a  lighter  reel  and  line  for  a  smaller  rod 
would  be  lifted  well ;  but  going  back  to  my  proposi- 
tion of  a  large  diametered  reel,  say.  Sin.  by  |in.,  with 
40  j-ards  mediimi-tapered  line,  weighing  together, 
say,  about  9oz.,  the  size  and  weight  preferable  for 
fair-sized  waters  and  fish,  would  the  5oz.  rod  have 
the  backbone  to  lift  such  reel? 

However,  in  trout-fishing,  thank  goodness,  one 
has  only  oneself  to  please  !  So  let  each  take  on  his 
pet  weights,  lengths,  and  diameters  ;  and  if  some 
there  be  who  like  to  dally  with  a  little  trout,  as  does 
a  cat  w^th  a  mouse,  on  a  4oz.  rod  and  cotton  reel, 
let  it  go,  but  do  not  rag  English  makers  into  aban- 
doning good  sound  productions. — Yours  truly, 

W.  Baden-Powell. 

[Mr.  W.  Bsiden-Powell,  K.C.,  has  put  forward 
some  very  strong  arguments  in  defence  of  the  rod 
he  uses.  As  I  said  last  week  it  is  to  be  hoped  our 
anglers  will  not  rush  to  the  extreme  of  lightness. 
I  think  that  the  majority  of  rods  for  fly-fishing  in 
this  country  are  heavier  than  necessary  both  for 
dry  and  wet-fly  fishing  and  for  salmon-fishing. 
But  there  is  a  wide  margin  between  a  heavy  rod 
of  English  make  and  an  extra  light  one  of  American 
make.  After  all,  rods  are  made  for  anglers,  and 
not  anglers  for  rods,  and  the  thing  is  to  use  what 
you  can  use  best  with  greatest  comfort. — Ed.] 


LIGHT  RODS. 

Dear  Sir,— I  am  sorry  to  have  aroused  the 
indignation  of  j'our  correspondent  Mr.  Peter  Alison, 
but  he  is  in  error  in  thinking  my  paper,  "  More 
Jottings,"  was  directed  mainly  against  him.  I  am 
as  jealous  as  he  can  be  for  the  good  name  of  my 
countrymen  in  connection  with  their  manufactures, 
but  I  do  not  think  I  should  do  them  a  service  by 
bolstering  up  the  theory  that  their  heavy  rods  are 
superior  to  the  much  lighter  American  rods  by  the 
best  makers  when  they  are  not.  It  is  the  business 
of  patriotic  Englishmen  to  point  out  where  the 
American  excels  and  to  encourage  the  Englishman 
to  excel  the  American  in  that  respect.  I  own  I  was 
also  actuated  in  writing  by  a  desire  to  mete  out  fair 
play  to  the  American,  which  I  do  not  think  he  has 
received.  Mr.  Alison's  own  letter  in  your  issue  of 
Nov.  1.5,  to  which  he  refers  me,  sneers  at  American 
3oz.  rods,  as  if  they  were  the  typical  rod  turned  out 
by  American  makers,  but  he  does  not  deal  with  the 
real  point  at  issue — namely,  why  is  it  that  the 
English  maker  turns  out  such  a  needlessly  heavy 
article  when  the  Yankee  can  turn  out  one  from  half 
to  two-thirds  the  weight  ?  It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose 
that  because  Americans  like  their  rods  whippy,  they 
cannot  turn  out  rods  which,  while  much  lighter  than 
ours,  are  equally  stiff  and  quite  competent  to  hold 
up  the  nose  of  a  Vjig  fish  in  weedy  water.  I  am 
informed  that  they  use  a  better  cane,  procured  from 
Tonkin,  instead  of  the  East  India  cane  favoured 
by  our  makers.  I  have  certainly  been  struck  by 
the  superior  steeliness  and  tensile  strength  of  the 
cane  in  the  best  American  rods. 

Mr.  Alison  says  the  change  to  light  rods  came 
twenty  years  ago.  I  respectfully  differ  from  him, 
if  by  light  rods  he  means  rods  which  are  fit  to  be 
campared  length  for  length  with  the  average  weight 
of  American  rods  by  first-class  makers.  I  had  a  rod 
a  few  years  back  10ft.  fiin.  long,  made  to  order  by 
one  of  our  foremost  makers,  supposed  to  be  made 
for  a  weak  wrist.,  and  it  weighed  a  good  three- 
quarters  of  a  pound. 

I  congratulate  Mr.  Alison  on  being  the  means  of 
John  Bickerdyko's  conversion  to  really  light  rods. 
If  he  will  follow  suit  with  the  British  manufacturer 
I  think  both  anglers  and  the  working  class  in  this 
country  may  well  rise  up  and  call  him  blessed. — 
Yours  truly,  Val  Conson. 

LIGHT  V.  HEAVY  RODS. 
Dear  Sir, — In  the  discussion  in  your  paper  as 
to  respective  merits  or  demerits  of  light  v.  heavy 
rods,  many  of  your  correspondents,  when  comparing 
rods  of  United  States'  manufacture  with  those  from 


British  makers,  appear  to  have  omitted  ito  take 
into  account  that  most  rods  of  United  States  make 
are  cane-built,  whereas  the  majority  of  British- 
made  rods  are  of  greenheart.  Tliis  difierence  in  the 
material  at  once  gives  a  decided  advantage  so  far 
as  regards  weight,  but  the  actual  weight  of  a  rod 
in  ounces  is  not  the  only  circumstance  to  take  into 
account. 

There  is  another  consideration  to  my  mind,  even 
more  important  than  that  of  mere  weight,  and  that 
is  equipoise  ;  for  instance,  it  is  quite  possible  that 
a  well-made  and  balanced  rod  of  lOoz.  would  seem 
as  light,  or  even  lighter  in  use,  than  one  not  so  well 
balanced  and  of  8oz.  only. 

Thus  far  for  ideas  only  ;  to  come  to  my  own 
personal  experience  of  actual  facts.  Some  fifteen 
or  sixteen  years  since  I  and  several  of  my  friends  in 
council  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  fly  rods 
(greenheart)  then  offered  for  sale  were  much  too 
heavy,  and  agreed  to  try  our  hands  at  making  our 
own.  My  first  attempt  was  not  only  the  lightest 
but  the  longest,  measuring  lift.  7in.,  and  weighing 
only  VJoz.  when  finished.  After  rather  more  than 
three  seasons'  use  of  this  rod,  I  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  such  light  rods  were  bettor  to  look  at  than 
use,  and  decided  in  making  another  one  rather 
heavier,  a  three-joint  rod  measuring  10ft.  8in.,  and 
weighing  9oz.,  and  this  has  been  my  favourite  rod 
up  to  last  season,  when,  through  carelessness  on  my 
part,  I  had  the  misfortune  to  break  it. — Yours  truly, 

Henry  Tisley. 

5,  Pendlestone-road,  Walthamstow. 


DO    FLOUNDERS    BREED    IN  FRESH 
WATER  ? 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  Plymouth  corre- 
spondent, Yarrell  seems  to  know  more  about  the 
flounder  than  the  three  authorities  he  quotes.  He 
says  : — "  In  the  Thames  it  is  taken  as  high  up  as 
Teddington  and  Sunbviry  ;  this  species  is  caught 
in  considerable  quantities  from  Deptford  to  Rich- 
mond by  Thames  fishermen,  who,  with  the  assistance 
of  an  apprentice,  use  a  net  of  a  peculiar  sort,"  etc., 
etc.  "  It  spawns  in  February  and  March,  and  the 
young  flounders  may  be  seen  by  the  end  of  April." 
This  agrees  with  what  Mr.  Jeffery  saw  at  Chelsea, 
and  what  scores  of  other  people  must  have  seen. 
It  also  fully  agrees  with  some  answers  to  questions  I 
asked  the  late  Mr.  Spreckley  years  ago  infheFishing 
Gazette  re  his  flounder  fishery.  He  says  : — "  I 
have  pleasure  in  giving  the  following  replies  as  the 
testimony  of  men  of  very  many  years'  experience  in 
netting  for  these  fish"  : — (1)  "The  flounders  spawn 
in  the  Thames  between  the  months  of  J anuary  and 
March."  This  agrees  with  Yarrell.  (2)  "They 
have  no  scales  upon  them  and  go  to  the  sea,"  that 
is,  after  spawning  up  Teddington  way.  This  testi- 
mony of  men  of  very  many  years'  experience  should 
convince  all  and  sundry  that  there  can  be  no  doubt 
flounders  spawn  in  fresh  water. — -Yours  truly, 

A. 

Dear  Sir, — I  do  not  believe  that  the  flounders 
breed  as  a  rule  in  sea  water  fifteen  to  thirty  fathoms 
deep.  I  would  sooner  believe  that  they  breed  in 
estuaries,  where  the  tide  regularly  ebbs  and  flows. 
We  get  them  all  sizes  here,  from  the  size  of  a  six- 
pence to  the  size  suitable  for  the  table.  There  is 
one  thing  that  if  they  did  breed  in  fresh  water  they 
would  always  have  done  it  ;  and,  therefore,  Cuvier, 
Couch,  Houghton,  etc.,  would  have  known  it. — 
Yours  truly,  William  Hbarder. 

Plymouth. 

SEA  FISHING  AT  FOWEY. 

Dear  Sir, — ^If  your  correspondent,  "  J.  B.-L.," 
were  to  fish  around  our  coast  he  would  find  that  our 
best  pollack  fishermen  very  rarely  use  leads.  Our 
gimp  or  wire  trace  is  quite  heavy  enough  to  take 
down  our  superfine  flax  lines  to  the  required  depth 
in  a  slack  tide.  We  do  not  use  cotton  lines,  as  they 
are  too  bulky  and  buoyant. — Yours  truly, 

Plymouth.  William  Hearder. 

INFORMATION  ABOUT  AN  ITALIAN 
FISH  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  again  troubling  you  for  infor- 
mation respecting  a  fish  in  some  lakes  above  Turin, 
Italy,  pronounced  "  Argone,"  class  of  food,  class,  and 
how  taken. — Yours  truly,  F.  H. 

TROUT  CAUGHT  WHEN  PERCH  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  very  pleased  to  sse  some 
opinions  expressed  in  your  popular  paper  on  a 
subject  that  ought  to  interest  anglers,  especially 
winter  ones,  and  that  is  trout  are  so  frequently 
caught  when,  fishing  for  porch,  etc.,  and  in  many 
cases  hooked  so  low  down  that  any  attempt  to 
extract  the  hook  so  lacerated  the  gullet,  and  what 
with  compressing  the  heart  and  perluips  rupturing 
the  air  bladder,  the  fish  is  only  thrown  back  to  die. 
My  usual  plan  is  to  .snip  the  gut  close,  and  lot  the  fish 


go  without  any  mauling  whatever,  when  I  see  it  i.'i 
too  hopeless  a  case  to  rtimovo  the  hook  without 
injury.  Some  say  the  fish  will  die  any  way.  Wliat 
is  the  l)Ost  to  do  to  save  those  valuable  fish  ?  — 
Yours  truly,  A.  Wheeler. 

Bristol. 

[It  depends  on  the  size  of  the  hook.  I  think  the 
big  hooks  and  coarse  gut  generally  recommended 
for  perch  quite  a  mistake.  I  generally  use  a 
Stewart  tackle,  but  with  only  two  small  hooks  an 
inch  apart  on  drawn  gut,  and  strike  directly  I  get 
a  bite.  This  nearly  always  hooks  the  fish  in  the 
mouth  or  where  easily  got  at  with  the  dlsgorger  ; 
if  a  small  hook  is  broken  off  in  the  fish  or  has  to  bo 
left  there  it  will  be  far  less  likely  to  kill  it  than  a  big 
one.  I  often  find  ons  small  Stewart  tackle  hook 
quite  enough,  even  with  live  minnow  for  bait. — Ed.] 

FISHING   AT   HORNSEA  MERE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  your  last  week's  edition 
that  Mr.  Phillips,  Lancaster,  mentions  Hornsea 
Mere  as  an  excellent  pike-fishing  resort.  Will  this 
gentleman  please  oblige  me  with  a  few  particulars 
about  above  fishing  or  Rostherne  Mere,  as  I  have 
often  wanted  to  have  a  day  or  so  at  either  of  these 
places,  but  have  not  known  where  to  get  permis- 
sion. Please  insert  my  address,  so  that  if  Mr. 
Phillips  will  be  kind  enough  he  may  write  to  mo 
direct. — Yours  truly,  A.  Walsh. 

C7,  Thicketford-road, 
Tong  Moor,  Bolton. 


HOW  TO  FEED  FISH  IN  A  RESERVOIR. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  give  me  any 
information  as  to  the  best  way  of  feeding  fish  con- 
tained in  a  large  reservoir  of  some  five  acres.  For 
some  reason,  hard  to  explain,  the  fish  have  deterio- 
rated from  clean,  well-conditioned  fish  to  in  a  good 
many  cases  miserable  specimens,  apparently  half 
starved.  The  reservoir  is  supplied  only  by  surface 
water.  The  only  reason  for  the  unhealthy  condi- 
tion of  the  fish  I  attribute  to  the  dry  season,  and 
the  consequent  lowness  of  water  and  scarcity  of 
food  which  should  have  been  brought  down  by  the 
surface  water  from  the  high  ground  in  its  vicinity. 
In  other  years  with  a  fair  supply  of  water  there  has 
been  a  good  weed-growth,  which  was  entirely  absent 
this  season.  If  any  of  your  readers  have  had  a 
similar  experience,  I  should  be  pleased  to  hear  if 
anything  was  done  in  the  matter.  The  matter 
which  I  am  puzzled  over  is  whether  they  could  be 
successfully  fed  in  svich  a  large  expanse  of  water  and 
as  to  the  probable  cost,  or  whether  it  would  be  best 
to  wait  in  the  hope  of  the  winter  rains  putting 
matters  right. — Yours  truly,  Avalon. 

[It  is  impossible  to  answer  this  question  properly 
without  seeing  the  water  and  getting  at  all  the  cir- 
cumstances. What  "  Avalon  "  should  do  is  to  get 
Mr.  W.  H.  Pope,  of  the  South  of  England  Fisheries' 
Agency,  Salisbury,  to  give  his  professional  advice ; 
he  is  an  expert  on  trout  waters  and  stocking.  These 
natural  drainage-fed  ponds  are  often  destitute  of 
fish  food,  especially  if  in  a  sandy  soil. — Ed.] 

"  STAGGERERS." 

Dear  Sir, — Instancing  the  Wharfedale  man  in 
his  amusing  article  under  the  above  heading  Mr. 
Carter  Platts  recalls  to  my  mind  another  man  of 
many  flies.  He  was  the  keeper  of  Loch  Cobbin- 
sliaw,  which,  through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Anderson, 
I  had  the  privilege  of  fishing  aw  ay  back  in  the  dark 
ages  when  a  student  in  Edinburgh.  A  wiry  little 
dark  atom  of  humanity,  of  great  if  uncertain 
antiquity  and  profound  knowledge  of  human  nature 
and  other  things,  he  would  invariably  turn  up  at 
lunch-time  to  entertain  us  with  his  views  on  every- 
thing in  general  and  the  Glenlivet  he  was  sampling 
in  particular.  Then,  if  it  promised  to  be  a  blank 
(lay,  ho  woiild  mutter  something  about  "  sorting  his 
rod,"  and  hie  him  off  to  his  shanty  in  search  of  that 
weapon.  How  can  I  describe  his  gear  ?  It  would 
take  the  pen  of  Mr.  C.  P.  to  do  adeqviate  justice  to 
the  subject.  The  rod  was  home-made,  and  loolted 
it,  every  inch  ;  about  10ft.  in  length,  utterly  devoid 
of  such  frivolities  as  ferrules,  rings,  and  winch- 
fittings,  very  stiff,  and  heavy  enough  to  "  stagger  " 
your  corn'.=^poncicnt  '  \  iator  "  ;  the  top  was  finished 
off  with  a  keeper,  a  la  hunting-crop,  for  the  attach- 
ment of  the  line  This  latter  article  was  of  horse- 
hair, about  3()ft.  long,  tapering  from  the  calibre  of 
a  lead  pencil.  The  inniimerable  ends  of  hair  stand- 
ing up  from  its  surface  gave  it  the  appearance  end 
fool  of  a  diminutive  coir  hawser.  Taking  it  in 
this  stage  it  would  have  passed  without  remark  in 
the  hands  of  a  Kafflr  ox-waggon  driver  ;  but  when 
the  one  dozen  flies,  which  the  proud  possessor 
thought  essential,  were  attached  it  became  a  thing 
of  beavity  worthy  a  proud  niche  in  any  musaum  of 
piscatorial  curiosities. 

To  see  him  cast  was  an  uncanny  sight,  and  the 
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taterpillary  lino,  with  its  loose  texture  and  ragged 
surface,  absorbed  and  brought  up  a  quantity  of 
water  wliich  was  showered  around  with  a  wealtl'.  of 
liberality  and  impartiality  tliat  on  a  sultry  day 
was  delightfully  grateful  and  comforting,  but  during 
the  prevalence  of  a  good  old  Scottish  mist  would 
not  be  inconveniently  noticed — at  least  not  very 
much  so. 

I  have  seen  him  catch  fish  with  this  fearsome 
araphernalia,  but  his  best  efforts  were  in  solitude, 
rather  favour  the  idea  that  there  were  certain 
weird  rites  and  unholy  incantations  to  be  gone 
throxigh,  which  were  not  for  the  eye  of  the  >ui- 
init'iated.  Be  this  as  it  may,  he  generally  put  in 
an  appearance  during  the  lialf-hour  before  our  train 
was  due,  which  was  usually  devoted  to  rummaging 
through  the  luncheon  basket,  and  even  on  the 
blankest  of  days  would  produce  two  or  three  brace, 
"  just  to  keep  us  frae  gangin'  hame  wi'  empty  creels." 

In  a  footnote  appended  to  Mr.  Clark's  letter  on 
the  subject  of  "  Pike  taking  the  Fly,"  you  state, 
"  Eels  will  take  young  birds,  but  I  only  remember  one 
instance  of  an  eel  taking  an  artificial  fly."  Turning 
to  your  issue  of  July  20,  in  which  you  kindly 
published  a  letter  from  me  announcing  to  the  world 
at  large  that  I  had  just  captured  an  eel  with  fly 
while  fishing  for  sea-trout,  I  find  that  you  add,  "  It 
is  certainly  very  uncommon  to  find  an  eel  taking 
your  fly,  but  they  will  do  so  occasionally." 

The  obvious  solution  to  this  enigma  is  that  only 
one  instance  of  an  eel  behaving  in  such  an  absent- 
minded  manner  has  come  under  your  own  particular 
observation,  and  that  my  adventure  with  his  eelsliip 
was  another  "  staggerer."  Such  is  fame  ! — Yours 
faithfully,  Douglas  Drake. 

[I  have  an  impression  that  more  than  one  case  of 
an  eel  being  caught  on  a  simk  fly  has  been  recorded 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  but  it  is  not  easy  to  remember 
what  has  appeared  in  some  twenty  thousand  pages 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette. — Ed.] 


LOOPS  AND  SPLICES. 

Dear  Sir, — Herewith  you  will  find  a  heavy, 
roughly-tied  casting  line,  or  leader  as  it  is  called 
here,  also  a  sample  splice  half  finished  to  connect 
two  portions  of  a  linen  line,  or  which  may  be  used 
to  secure  one  half  of  the  splice  where  a  linen  line  is 
attached  to  a  salmon  fly  line  as  a  backing.  The 
leader  will  show  the  method  employed  here  by  many 
anglers  of  attaching  dropper  flies,  which  I  explained 
in  your  issue  of  March  8,  1902.  As  the  subject  of 
knots  and  dropper  fly  attachments  seems  just  now 
to  be  the  cause  of  so  much  discussion,  it  may  be  of 
sufficient  interest  to  illustrate  this  method.  Almost 
all  the  leaders  used  in  this  country  are  made  in 
three  separate  sections,  looped  together  in  the 
manner  of  this  one  ;  consequently  it  is  very  easy  to 
slip  the  little  loop  either  in  between  the  section 
loops  or  to  remove  it.  If,  however,  the  leader  is 
entirely  joined  by  the  usual  sliding  knots,  the 
separate  loop  may  as  easily  be  secured  between 
them  ;  but  here  for  obvious  reasons  the  leader  made 
in  three  sections  and  looped  together  is  generally 
preferred.  So  far  in  this  discussion  there  has  been 
no  reference  whatever  to  splices,  which  to  many 
anglers,  especially  to  those  who  use  twisted  linen 
lines,  are  of  the  utmost  importance.  The  splice  here 
illustrated  may  be  new  to  many  ;  it  is  very  simple 
and  also  very  strong,  and  adds  very  little  to  the 
bulk.  It  may  be  made  as  follows: — (1)  Untwist 
about  one  foot  of  each  end  of  the  line  that  is  to  be 
connected.  This  will  make  three  strands  on  each 
end.  (2)  Cut  off  two  of  the  strands  on  each  end  of 
the  line,  leaving  them  between  l}in.  and  Ifin.  long. 
This  will  leave  on  each  end  one  strand  1ft.  long  and 
two  strands  of,  say,  I  Jin.  (3)  Wax  each  of  the  two 
1ft.  strands.  (4)  Lay  the  three  strands  of  each 
section  across  the  other  section  something  like  this — 


(.'?)  With  each  long  strand  which  has  boon  waxed 
wind  over  the  two  short  strands  of  the  same  piece 
and  the  n)ain  line  of  the  other  piece,  and  finish  off 
in  the  usual  way.  Should  the  winding  strand  not 
bo  long  enough  to  entirely  wind  over  and  beyond 
the  short  strands  tlioy  inay  then  bo  cut  off  to  the 
required  length.  When  finished  the  splice  may  bo 
varnished,  and  the  additional  size  will  ho  found  to 
be  80  slight  that  it  will  render  through  any  of  the 
ordinary  guides.  Of  course  both  sides  liave  to  be 
wound  each  with  the  long  strand  of  the  other  section. 


What  became  of  the  black  bass  that  Mr.  Silk  took 
over  to  England  so  long  ago?  I  see  so  much  in 
your  paper  in  regard  to  chub,  tench,  bream,  etc., etc., 
and  never  any  mention  made  of  our  black  bass, 
which  should  if  possible  have  had  a  start  over  there 
ere  this,  that  I  have  wondered  if  their  attempted 
introduction  was  a  failure. 

Swivels  in  chains  similar  to  the  one  enclosed  I 
have  used  for  more  than  ten  years. — Yours  truly, 

Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  U.S.A.,  C.  G.  Levison. 

Nov.  26,  1902. 

[Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Levison  for  his  letter.  The 
black  bass  which  have  been  imported  into  this 
coimtry  have  never  become  established.  The  fish  is 
acclimatised  in  Germany,  and  I  have  often  wished 
some  of  our  fish  breeders  would  get  over  a  thousand 
or  so  of  fry  from  the  Berneuchen  Fishery,  near 
Custrin,  Germany.  Mr.  Levison's  descriptions  of 
splicing,  etc.,  are  very  useful,  though  it  would  prob- 
ably be  safer  to  have  the  loop  in  the  cast  made  in 
the  cast  itself. — Ed.] 


SALMON  AND  PIKE  TRACES. 

Dear  Sir, — T  cannot  help  thinking  that  the 
following  may  be  of  some  value  to  many  of  the 
readers  of  your  valuable  paper  who  do  not  know 
where  to  procure  the  specially-prepared  steel  wire 
as  fine  as  undrawn  gut,  of  great  strength,  and  has 
given  admirable  satisfaction  on  the  river  Wye  last 
season.  Mr.  Gabb,  92,  Snow-hill,  Birmingham,  can 
supply  this  wire,  known  as  No.  30,  at  9s.  8d.  per  lb., 
and  he  also  can  supply  round-nosed  pliers,  which 
cut  and  twist  the  wire,  at  a  cost  of  2s.  Od.  each, 
and  they  can  be  carried  in  the  waistcoat  pocket. 
I  may  add  that  half  a  pound  of  this  wire  will  make 
up  a  great  number  of  traces,  and  will  cut  weeds  like 
a  knife.  A  No.  5  or  No.  (i  double  box  swivel  should 
be  used  in  the  centre  of,  say,  a^4ft.  trace,  and  a 
buckle  or  spring  swivel  at  each  end — to  suit  the 
angler — to  attach  reel,  line,  bait,  etc.,  buckle  or 
spring  swivel  to  be  same  size  as  above.  The 
angler  will  find  tifis  wire  Al  for  patcrnostering. — 
Yours  truly,'  "  Nothing  New." 

Hereford. 

PATCHES. 

{Concluded  from  page  410.) 

But  what  are  we  to  make  of  a  certain  "  excellent 
story — a  true  one  "  which  appears  in  the  Saturday 
Review  Years  ago  I  used  to  read  the  Saturday 
regularly.  Though  its  politics  were  diabolic,  its 
perusal  was  a  literary  education,  and  when  a  story 
got  into  it — which  sometimes  happened,  though 
not  often — it  was  invariably  a  gem.  I  shall  always 
owe  it  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  that  inimitable  joke 
of  the  Dutchman  and  the  Scot  dining  together  in 
New  York,  when  the  former  attempted  to  allay  the 
indignation  of  the  latter  at  the  weight  of  the  bill 
when  they  got  into  the  street  by  whispering, 
"  Don't  be  angry,  my  vrend  ;  Gott  is  good,  the 
man  is  boonished  already  ;  /  have  my  pocket  full 
mit  spoons  !  "  Yes,  the  old  Saturday  never  made  a 
mistake  about  jokes.  It  not  only  told  them,  but 
could  always  recognise  them  with  unerring  instinct. 
This  is  the  sort  of  joke  it  tells,  you  know.  An 
angling  cucate  managed  with  some  difficulty  to  get 
a  day  from  the  squire  on  his  strictly  preserved 
water,  and  as  the  result  of  a  long  hard  day  made  a 
large  bag.  The  keeper  saw  this,  and  let  the  squire 
know.  Years  after  a  living  in  the  gift  of  the  squire 
fell  vacant,  and  the  curate,  among  others,  applied 
for  it.  "I  would  sooner  give  my  living  to  a  cor- 
morant," on  a  postcard,  was  the  reply.  And  there 
are  people  who  say  our  literature  is  not  decadent  ! 

Now  a  brief  word  about  loops  and  knots,  if  I 
may  be  permitted.  I  am  a  duffer  in  knots.  My 
knots  never  fail  me,  such  as  they  are,  but  they  lack 
finish.  If  my  distinction  between  knots  and 
loops,  be  allowed,  we  seem  only  to  want  one  knot — 
namely,  a  way  to  quickly,  neatly,  and  safely  fasten 
two  ends  together — and  for  that  purpose  the  trade 
knot  on  casting  lines  seems  to  me  the  best  possible. 
This,  of  course,  one  would  expect.  But  much  as  I 
admire  this  knot  I  do  not  know  a  bit  how  it  is  made. 
When  I  happen  to  break  my  cast  I  can  tie  the  ends 
together  myself  quickly  and  safely  enough,  but 
the  knot  has  by  no  means  the  neatness  of  the 
tradesman's  work.  When  my  knot  is  tied,  it 
presents  the  appearance  of  four  tight  coils  side  by 
side,  and  it  has  never  failed  me.  But  I  would 
much  sooner  make  the  knot  than  describe  it.  I 
may  remark,  however,  that  when  I  place  a  few 
inches  of  the  two  ends  to  be  tied  together  side  by 
side  I  proceed  to  whip  one  of  them  round  the  other 
as  if  I  were  starting  to  wrap  a  splice  or  any  simple 
operation  of  that  kind.  Ikit  I  only  make  two  coils, 
and  I  make  them  very  loose,  almost  an  inch  in 
diameter  in  fact  ;  aqji  I  make  them  in  the  inward 
direction  so  that  the  last  coil  is  the  one  nearest  to 
my  left  or  non-working  hand.  Now  I  pass  the 
point  outward  through  the  two  coils,  and  pull  the 


end  tight.  Do  the  same  with  the  other  end,  and 
there  yon  are  !  Now  seize  the  other  ends  and  pull, 
then  trim  sufficiently.  Mrs.  M.  says  this  is  a 
good  knot  and  neat,  and  that  she  will  adopt  it  for 
domestic  and  other  uses  ;  b\it,  alas,  she  is  a  tainted 
witness  !  However,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  knot 
cannot  slip  for  the  direct  working  strain  is  on  the 
two  outside  coils,  which,  consequently,  "  bite  " 
the  trimmed  ends  ever  tighter,  and  so  prevent 
them  moving,  while  the  tendency  of  the  two  inner 
loops  which  jam  together  is  to  press  on  the  outer 
ones,  and  so  force  the  ends  outward  so  far  as  they 
can  exert  any  force  at  all.  In  fact,  the  more  tho 
knot  is  pulled  the  slacker  and  more  eased  becomes 
the  morsels  of  the  ends  concealed  in  it.  I  hope  thia 
is  not  too  opaque. 

As  for  looping  I  have  little  to  say,  but  to  express 
my  thanks.  Nothing  can  be  simpler  or  more  effec- 
tive, I  think,  than  Mr.  Whoeley's  excellent  loop,  as 
given  in  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  18.  And  tho  end 
points  downward,  too,  so  nicely.  I  intend  to  make 
this  loop  my  own  in  future,  but  shall  add  a  knot  to 
the  reel-line  end  for  fear  of  any  slipping.  There  is 
nothing  gained  by  avoiding  the  knot  I  shoifld  say, 
for  there  is  the  knot  of  the  casting  line  loop  just 
at  hand  anyway,  which  is  just  as  objectionable.  If 
this  loop  is  not  drawn  too  tightly  by  the  angler 
himself  at  starting  he  may  kill  trout  with  it  all 
day,  and  find  it  come  undone  in  the  evening  with 
the  greatest  ease.  This  is  a  great  advantage. 
"  Grey  North's  "  loop  in  the  same  issue,  in  its 
elementary  stage,  is  tho  one  I  have  always  used 
hitherto,  and  with  a  knot  at  the  end  is  perfectly  safe 
and,  perhaps,  the  most  easily  undone  of  all  loops. 
But  the  tag  points  the  wrong  way,  and  this  is  fatal. 
The  finished  loop,  however,  is  certainly  an  excellent 
one,  and  for  permanent  work  is,  perhaps,  superior 
to  any.  But  I  am  afraid  it  would  bo  somewhat 
difficult  to  untie.  These  loops  serve  admirably,  I 
should  say,  for  salmon  flies  on  gut  loops,  but  as  for 
looping  gut  to  eyed  hooks  I  give  it  up.  What  is 
the  best  and  neatest  way  to  attach  a  line  to  a  metal 
ring  when  (1)  the  line  will  only  go  through  tlie  ring 
once  ;  and  (2)  when  it  will  go  through  more  than 
once  ?  The  other  day  a  man  remarked  in  my 
hearing  that  he  always  used  eyed  flies,  both  wet 
and  dry,  as  they  possessed  so  many  obvious  advan- 
tages, but  when  I  ventured  to  ask  him  to  give  me 
one  of  these  "  obvious  advantages,"  he  promptly 
replied  by  knocking  me  down. 

Of  mere  verbal  arguments  I  would  say  the 
strongest  is  that  the  eyed  fly  is  not  so  liable  to  be 
flicked  off  by  the  inexpert  or  careless  angler  as  the 
blind  one  is,  and  I  freely  confess  that  I  have  flicked 
off  many  a  blind  fly  myself  when  grown  careless 
or  fatigued  at  the  close  of  a  long  day's  casting, 
especially  in  a  high,  fair  wind.  Perhaps  I  should 
say  free  wind,  which  is,  I  am  told,  the  correct  term 
for  a  wind  right  in  one's  back.  When  high  it  is 
a  detestable  wind  to  cast  in  In  niost  operations 
there  is  a  purely  mechanical  part  as  well  as  an 
intellectual,  and  angling  is  no  exception  to  thia 
rule.  So  far  as  the  mere  mechanical  part  of  hia 
work  is  concerned,  the  facile  caster  gets  out  his  fly 
neatly  and  accurately  and  safely  all  day  long  quite 
automatically,  and  without  giving  a  thought  to  it. 
But  this  very  facility  will  prove  fata!  to  him  with  a 
squally  wind  in  his  back.  Recovering  his  flies  for 
a  cast  the  length  of  line  gives  him  to  a  grain  the 
force  to  be  put  into  the  rod  to  carry  the  line  out 
behind,  and  also  the  instant  to  throw  forward,  and 
in  this  way  with  a  side  wind,  a  calm,  or  very  light 
v/ind  one  can  cast  hour  after  hour  without  hitch 
or  flick,  and  be  asleep  over  it. 

But  with  the  wind  beliind  care  is  necessary,  but 
who  can  be  careful  all  day  long  ?  You  forget 
the  wind  is  where  it  is,  and  so  put  insufficient 
force  in  the  recovery  of  the  line,  which  conse- 
quently entirely  fails  to  extend  itself  behind  in 
the  teeth  of  the  wind,  and  then  when  throwing 
forward  you  make  a  whip  crack  worthy  of  a  dray- 
man encouraging  his  team  up  a  steep  hill,  and 
behold  your  tail  fly  is  scattered  and  flown  and 
flying  far.  There  is  no  help  for  this  but  to  watch 
every  cast,  and  that  is  too  much  to  expect  from 
poor  weak  angling  human  nature.  Why,  I  even 
forget  the  presence  of  trees  and  bushes  behind  me 
in  two  minutes,  and  duly  pay  for  it  in  consequence. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  eyed  fly  is  a  great  thing 
in  a  nasty  wind,  and  for  this,  if  nothing  else,  we 
owe  its  ingenious  inventor  our  thanks  after  all. 
At  the  same  time  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  .state 
that  our  "  eyed  "  advocates  must  not  institute 
comparisons  with  blind  flies  on  coarsa  gut  and 
bad  gut  and  so  on.  Eyed  flies  themselves  may 
be  badly  made  and  badly  tied.  The  true  compari- 
son is  between  the  very  best  specimens  of  tho  ai-t  of 
the  two  rival  schools,  and  if  we  remember  this  it 
will  be  found  on  fair  and  sufficient  inquiry  that  all 
the  cheering  is  not  exactly  on  one  side. — Youra 
truly,  MoNA. 

{Several  letters  arc  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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THE  LATE   MR.  GEORGE 
CHAMBERS,  J.P. 


It  is  sad  to  have  to  record  the  sudden  death  of 
another  good  angler,  Mr.  George  Chambers,  for  so 
many  years  a  prominent  member  of  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society,  and  recently  of  the  City  of  London 
Piscatorial  Society.  Having  fished  with  Mr. 
Chambers,  and  often  met  him  at  anglers'  meetings, 
I  can  testify  to  his  unfailing  courtesy  and  keen 
interest  in  all  that  interests  anglers.  He  seemed 
to  me  to  be  in  the  best  of  health  when  I  saw  him 
only  a  few  months  ago.  He  will  be  greatly  missed 
by  his  many  friends,  whose  sympathy  will  be  with 
the  family  of  one  who  from  his  very  nature  must 
have  been  doubly  dear  to  those  nearest  to  him. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


BLACKWATER  (CO.  CORK)  AND 
OTHER  REMINISCENCES. 
':  i  By  Hibernicus; 

One  Easter  vacation  I  constrained   my  old 

"  socius,"  Hookey  S  ,  to  return  straight  from 

Winchester  to  Cork  with  me,  and  when  I  related 
my  past  fishing  exploits  to  him  hia  scepticism  was 
most  annoying.  Upon  reaching  home  we  found 
the  river  just  thinning  down  after  a  heavy  spring 
spate,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  fit  wc  were  off  upstream 
to  the  favourite  old  spot,  called  Poulcoum,  or 
"The  Crooked  Pool";  for  here  the  river,  after 
rushing  over  a  wide  and  rocky  bed,  suddenly  swerves 
and  narrows  till  the  stream  loses  itself  in  a  deep 
flat  below.  Fish  were  stirring  everywhere,  but 
nothing  could  tempt  them  to  ri.se.  Fly  after  fly, 
and  spoon  as  well,  were  equally  unsuccessful.  Then 
I  bethought  me  of  that  legal  heresy  which  has  so 
often  proved  fruitful  in  barrenness,  and  asked  the 
"  boy  "  to  procure  a  few  "  garden  flies,"  if  he  could 
get  them.  Sure  enough  he  had  them  in  a  tin  in- 
side the  bag.  The  next  question  was  the  hook,  but 
we  had  nothing  with  us  better  than  a  packet  of 
eiir-sized  trout-hooks  on  single  gut.    However,  on 
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one  of  these  w-e  mounted  a  bunch  of  "  blueheads."- 
and  soon  they  were  well  on  their  errand.  Hookey 
was  sceptical  still,  but  when  after  half-an-hour's 
work  we  had  three  beautiful  springers,  averaging 
twelve  pounds  apiece,  snug  side  by  side  on  the  bank, 
his  scepticism  was  changed  to  admiration.  But 
there  was  a  certain  amount  of  trepidation,  too, 
since,  for  every  fish,  I  had  to  mount  a  new  hook, 
as  each  hook  in  turn  was  so  bent  that  it  fairly 
made  us  shudder  to  think  what  one  more  "  rush  " 
would  inevitably  have  cost. 

Another  day,  at  the  same  old  spot,  a  curious 
tiling  happened,  I  was  fishing  with  "  heretics  "  at 
the  tail  of  the  stream  when  suddenly  I  heard  a 
great  uproar  in  the  field  behind.  I  did  not  wind 
up,  but  quickly  laid  the  rod  down,  and  ran  to  see 
what  was  the  matter.  Imagine  my  amusement 
at  beholding  the  old  nag.  Piggy  by  name,  bolting 
across  the  rutty  field,  with  wagonette  bouncing  and 
bumping  all  its  contents  right  and  left  behind,  while 
Hookey  and  the  "  boy"  ran  for  all  they  were  worth  in 
chase,  and  hurled  expletives  at  a  miserable  sheep- 
dog cur,  the  cause  of  all  the  mischief,  that  still 
yapped  at  poor  Piggy's  heels.  Order  being  even- 
tually restored,  I  strolled  back  to  my  rod,  and 
found  to  my  amazement  that  the  reel  was  running 
out  "  like  smoke,"  a  fine  springer  having  made  off 
with  the  bait  and  found  to  his  cost  the  folly  of 
taking  more  than  one  bluehead  at  a  time.  How- 
ever, as  he  played  well  I  forgave  him  for  having 
hooked  himseK  without  my  consent,  and  shortly 
landed  him. 

I  remember  "  prawning  from  the  bank  years 
ago  almost  at  this  very  spot,  and  how,  having  sent 
the  head  of  my  last  prawn  flying,  disgustedly  and 
boyishly  as  weU,  I  cast  the  remainder  with  all  my 
might  across  the  stream,  and  sat  down  to  watch  my 
cousin,  who  was  fishing  from  the  opposite  bank. 
Then,  deciding  to  move  on,  I  wound  up  till  the 
line  grew  tight,  and  feeUng  a  pull  I  shouted  out, 
raising  my  point,  "I've  got  him  !  But  what  I  had 
got  I  had  no  idea,  for,  pull  as  I  would,  never  another 
stir  could  I  perceive.  At  last  the  "  boy ''  convinced 
me  that  it  was  a  snag,  and  the  pull  my  own  imagi- 
nation, but  free  the  line  I  could  not,  so  that  at  last 
I  decided  to  lay  down  the  rod,  take  hold  of  the  line 
and  "  smash."-  We  both  laid  hold,  the  "  boy  "  and 
I,  and  to  his  "  One,  two "  we  pulled,  and  at 
''  three "  slowly,  wrigglingly,  the  line  gave,  and 
a  huge  eel  suddenly  appeared  above  the  top  of  the 
water.  Then,  as  we  in  surprise  let  go,  off  he  went 
with  a  rush.  I  sprang  for  the  rod,  wound  in,  only 
to  find  the  mangled  prawn  come  out  of  the  water 
at  me.  I  never  before  or  since  saw  so  large  a  fresh 
water  eel.  The  sight  of  his  head  so  horrified  the 
"  boy  "  that  he  vowed  that  if  I  did  get  him  to 
land  he  would  not  touch  him.  Poulcoum  is  sixty 
miles  up  the  Blackwater,  yet  in  those  days  there 
were  few  nicer  streams  of  the  same  size.  Below  it 
lies  a  deep  flat  where  I  have  often  seen  salmon 
show,  but  it  would  be  useless  to  fish  there  without 
a  cross-Une.  Below  the  flat  is  a  narrow  rapid  like  a 
mill-race  that  throws  itself  wildly  over  a  projecting 
vein  of  rock,  and  rushes  on  with  widening  stream 
into  a  still  deep  below.  Were  it  not  for  the  tideway 
nets  and  the  terrible  "  kilhng  hatch  "  at  Lismore, 
salmon  would  lie  all  over  this  water,  but  now,  alas, 
one  generally  fishes  it  all  blank  !  Indeed,  unless 
fish  had  actually  "  shown ''  here  it  would  be 
almost  useless  to  fish  at  all.  One  day,  a  few  years 
ago,  I  was  being  driven  home  after  a  day's  trout- 
fishing  by  half  a  gale  of  wind  and  rain,  when, 
passing  along  the  strand  below  this  spot,  I  saw 
a  salmon  jump  just  where  I  had  seen  him  a  day 
or  two  before.  Foolishly,  perhaps,  I  mounted  a 
salmon  fly,  and  wading  out  found  a  favouring  gust 
that  belw  the  fly  across  the  stream.  A  swirl  and 
I  was  in  him  ;  but,  splash  !  and  out  flew  the  fly 
in  my  face.  A  knot  in  the  Une  had  caught  in  one 
of  the  old-fashioned  rings,  and  the  hold  had  given 
way.  At  the  time  I  was  much  annoyed  with  the 
knot,  but  afterwards  I  was  glad  enough,  for  what  I 
should  have  done  with  a  heavy  salmon  on  a  ten-foot 
trout  rod  late  in  the  evening  I  don't  know.  It 
is  a  bad  plan  to  fish  for  what  you  are  not  prepared 
to  catch  and  land.  Different  from  those  lucky 
chances  so  seldom  met  with,  when,  fishing  for  small 
fry,  you  catch  a  giant,  like  a  great  friend  of  my 

mother's,  Mrs.  P  ,  who,  spinning  for  trout  on 

Killarney  Lake,  killed  a  35lb.  salmon  on  her  ten-foot 
rod. 

Many  years  ago  I  was  practically  taught  that 
imperative  lesson  to  always  dry  the  line  and  test 
it  thoroughly  at  the  beginning  of  the  season. 

I  had  landed  a  fine  salmon  of  18lb.,  and  was 
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playing  a  still  heavier  fish,  when  suddenly  the  lino 
snapped  just  above  the  winch.  It  whizzed  through 
the  rings,  and,  as  tantaUsing  chance  would  have  it, 
dropped  at  my  feet.  Quick  enough  I  snatched  it 
up,  and,  pulling  gently,  drew  the  fish,  who  was 
close  under  the  bank  and  had  not  grasped  the 
situation,  towards  mc  ;  but  suddenly,  feeling  the 
prick  of  the  hook  again,  with  a  sweep  of  his  wide 
tail,  he  turned,  and  out  flew  the  fly  in  my  face, 
to  the  dismay  of  the  boy,  who  was  reaching  over  with 
the  gaff  ready  to  land  him  at  the  first  chance. 

The  moral  is,  of  course,  especially  to  young  anglers, 
never  to  use  an  old  line  without  testing  it  up  to, 
at  least  71b.  direct  tensile  strain. 

It  does  not  happen  to  every  angler  to  lose  his 
rod  for  a  few  years,  and  then  to  get  it  back,  but 
Jupiter  Fluvialis  meted  out  this  treatment  to  me 
several  years  agone.  I  had  gone  down  to  the  river 
in  the  hope  of  finding  it  fishable,  but  although  in 
our  immediate  neighbourhood  we  had  had  no  rain, 
it  was  in  a  heavy  flood,  thick  as  pea  soup,  and 
four  or  five  feet  above  salmon  level.  I  strolled 
along  by  the  bank,  and  suddenly  found  myself 
strugghng  in  the  water.  A  stroke  or  two  and  I 
pulled  myself  out  drenched  from  head  to  foot, 
and,  climbing  the  treacherous  bank  agiin,  turned 
round  just  in  time  to  see  my  cap  disappearing  in 
an  eddy.  I  looked  around  for  my  rod  expecting 
that  I  had  dropped  it  as  the  bank  gave  way,  but 
it  was  nowhere  to  be  seen.  I  ran  home  hatless 
and  dripping,  and  shortly  instituted  a  search  for 
the  rod  with  drag  and  grapple,  but  without  avaiL 
Some  years  after  this,  when  I  was  in  South 
America,  I  heard  from  home  that  after  a  long  spell 
of  drought,  when  the  water  was  very  "  dhry,'' 
the  cowherd,  watering  his  cattle  near  this  spot, 
espied  something  white  ghstening  below  the  sur- 
face beneath  him.  It  was  the  bone  handle  of  the 
reel,  as  he  found  when,  wading  in,  he  gripped  the 
butt  of  the  sHme-covered  rod.  It  was  sent  to 
Castleconnell  and  returned  as  good  as  ever,  and  the 
reel,  too,  is  now  again  capable  of  killing  whatever 
salmon  may  make  it  play  music. 

It  was  in  a  thick  heavy  flood,  such  as  the  one 
above  mentioned,  that  I  was  spinning  for  trout 
only  a  hundred  yards  or  so  above  this  very  spot, 
when  suddenly  away  went  my  hne  at  such  a  pace 
that  my  little  trout-reel  could  not  stand  it,  and 
bang  went  the  line  and  away  went  the  fish  with 
bait,  line  and  all.  I  once  knew  a  similar  case,  but 
beyond  these  two  I  never  knew  a  salmon  take 
any  bait  when  running  as  both  of  these  fish 
undoubtedly  were. 

Of  course  a  salmon  knows  what  he  is  doing  when 
he  snaps  at  a  prawn,  or  guzzles  a  worm,  but  nibst 
assuredly  he  is  only  chancing  things  when  he  rises 
at  a  fly.  I  have  often  heard  of  fish  taking  dragon- 
flies,  butterflies,  or  even  a  drifting  feather,  and'  I 
should  not  wish  to  disbelieve  it  altogether,  espe- 
cially after  having  personally  experienced  the 
following  : — T  was  fishing  with  a  friend  at  Kilbarry 
one  of  the  best  streams  on  the  lower  Blackwater. 
and  had  had  a  peculiarly  disheartening  day.  Fish 
were  taking  short,  and  I  had  risen  and  hooked  nine 
salmon  without  holding  one.  That  morning  I  had 
tied  one  of  the  few  flies  I  have  ever  tied,  a  huge 
shapeless  thing,  upon  a  pike  hook  2\va.  long.  The 
body  was  of  thick  black  worsted  with  a  few  turns 
of  dull  gold  tinsel;  the  wing  of  black  turkey 
feather,  and  the  hackle  in  keeping  with  the  rest. 
I  showed  it  to  old  Sweeny  (poor  old  man  ;  he  lived 
on  the  river  and  died  there  too,  for  in  crossing  a 
ford  by  this  very  stream  he  fell,  and  was  drowned) 
and  he  almost  shouted  at  me,  "  Begor  it's  as  big 
and  as  black  as  me  hat,  yer  'onor  !  "  Nevertheless, 
I  put  it  up,  and  going  to  the  head  of  the  stream 
tried  to  coax  it  out,  but  it  was  cruel  work,  for  it 
would  not  cast  owing  to  its  mass  of  feather.;  When 
wetted  it  went  better,  and  after  one  or  two  decent 
throws  suddenly,  as  it  came  round  in  a  rushing 
sweep  right  on  top  of  the  water,  a  fish  leapt  at  it, 
and  tore  away  with  it  down  stream.  Sweeny  was 
full  of  excitement  and  exploding  with  comment, 
but  it  was  doomed  to  turn  to  chagrin  of  a  peculiarly 
outspoken  kind  when  the  fish,  after  burrowing 
nose  down  for  a  moment  or  two,  managed  to  free  the 
enormous  fly,  which,  springing  back,  plopped  down 
on  the  bank  beside  us.  The  salmon  ran  down  the 
whole  length  of  a  long  stream,  and  then,  notwith- 
standing that  I  gave  him  all  the  butt  I  could, 
managed  to  get  his  head  down  and  gyrate,  to  me  ,a 
sure  sign  that  he  was  foul-hooked.  This  fish  proved 
to  me  most  effectually  the  wonderful  strength 
which  even  a  small  salmon  has  when  directly 
opposed  to  the  line  of  strain. 
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^  The  Irish  poacher  is  sometimes  a  most  enter- 
taining person.  One  Sunday,  when  walking  down 
by  the  river,  I  saw  to  my  surprise  two  fishermen 
at  the  opposite  side — one  wading  thigh  deep  and 
palpably  salmon-fishing,  while  his  companion  stood 
on  the  bank  with  all  the  gear.  I  crossed  the  stream 
at  a  ford  higher  up,  and  was  soon  tackling  him. 
He  affected  the  greatest  surprise  at  my  telling  him 
that  all  the  river  was  preserved,  and,  winding  up, 
casually  enough  remarked  that  doubtless  that  was 
the  reason  why  there  were  so  few  fish.  Then  he 
began  to  tell  me  how  in  my  grandfather's  days, 
"when  there  was  no  such  restriction,  the  river  was 
"  full  of  fish."  "  Crawling  wid  'em,  yer  'onor  !  " 
echoed  his  brother.  Then  the  elder  one  began  to 
recount  his  exploits.  He  told  me  that  only  a  few 
days  before  he  had  hooked  and  landed  a  301b. 
ealmon  a  mile  or  so  lower  down  from  under  a  holly 
bush  without  stirring,  while  the  owner  of  the  fishing 
was  whacking  away  at  the  stream  immediately 
above.  And  I  believe  the  story  was  true,  for  I 
had  heard  of  a  big  fish  being  caught  and  sold  in 
Mallow  upon  the  very  day. 

These  men  were  the  Kearney  brothers,  men  of 
great  ability  and  boundless  cheek.  They  had  been 
out  to  America,  and  had  made,  it  was  said,  £2,000 
apiece  by  their  musical  powers.  I  remember  them 
strolling  about  the  place  with  huge  sombreros  and 
massive  fur-lined  coats  shortly  after  their  arrival 
from  Yankee  land. 

I  could  not  help  admiring  Pat,  the  elder  brother, 
for  his  powers  of  speech.  He  was  wonderful,  but  his 
brother  was  a  mere  parasite — an  echo.  Before 
returning  from  one  of  his  most  successful  American 
trips  Pat  wrote  to  an  influential  landlord,  a  neigh- 
bour and  friend  of  my  father's,  and  asked  him  if  he 
could  take  a  house  for  him,  "  not  quite  as  big  as 

L  .  but  a  little  bigger  than  D  "  (naming 

my  father's  and  the  neighbour's  places  respectively). 

Upon  the  occasion  of  a  fishery  inquiry  Pat  was 
called  as  a  witness,  and  as  a  good  many  conser- 
vators were  present  before  the  arrival  of  the  chair- 
man, Pat  was  asked  to  give  some  of  his  experiences. 
He  began  :   "  Well,  gintlemin,  in  the  year  18—  I 

fished  all  the  Blackwather  down  from  C  to 

L  ."     "  What !  "    exclaimed     one  horrified 

hearer  after  another.  "  You  mean  to  say  you 
fished  my  river  ;  why,  I  preserved  it  most  care- 
fully !  You  can't  have  !  "  etc.,  etc.  Pat  mean- 
while smiUng  and  waiting  till  the  storm  was  over 
to  continue  his  tale. 

The  last  I  heard  of  him  was  that  he  had  been 
summoned  for  blowing  up  a  deep  hole  with  a 
dynamite  cartridge,  but  it  was  quite  an  unfishable 
hole,  and  I  am  sure  that  Pat  would  never  have 
used  dynamite  where  he  could  use  a  rod. 

I  remember  a  cousin  of  mine,  who  has  fishing 
upon  another  Cork  river,  telling  me  how  one 
morning  the  whole  river  bed  was  glistening  with 
dead  fishes.  A  salmon  could  be  bought  in  Bandon 
for  the  "  price  of  a  pint."  The  deadly  "  bonia- 
keen  "  had  been  at  work,  and  the  paltry  £5  fine 
inflicted  upon  the  poachers  who  were  luckily  caught 
was  a  hopelessly  inadequate  punishment.  The 
destruction  was  immense. 

The  first  time  I  went  to  that  charming  little 
river,  the  Owbawn,  on  the  borders  of  Kerry,  I  met 
an  old  labouring  man  just  as  I  was  about  to  com- 
mence fishing,  and  asked  him  if  he  thought  I  would 
do  any  good.  His  reply  was  striking,  "  Begor,  I 
wouldn't  doubt  it,  yer  'onor.  Shure  the  bhoys 
haven't  used  the  boniakeen  there  this  two  year  !  " 
I  have  noticed  that  wherever  lie  the  remains  of 
old  abbeys  or  priories  by  the  river  side,  there,  sure 
enough,  close  at  hand  is  a  thick  bank  of  the  deadly 
yellow  spurge  or  "  boniakeen,"  which  needs  only 
to  be  crushed  and  beaten  and  thrown  into  a  pool  or 
stream  to  ensure  the  sudden  destruction  of  every 
fish  therein.  The  inference  is  that  when  rod  and 
line  failed  the  angling  monk  provided  for  the 
refectory  table  by  means  of  this  cruel  weed.  But 
then  there  were  no  poaching  laws  !  And  probably 
fish  were  far  more  plentiful  than  now,  although  I 
know  of  streams  out  Kerry  way  where  several  dozen 
good  trout  can  be  taken  on  a  favourable  day.  And 
they  are  "  good  "  trout,  for  although  they  never 
run  above  a  pound  and  a  half,  and  indeed  seldom 
top  the  half  pound,  yet  from  their  play  and  game- 
ness  they  provide  to  my  mind  far  more  enjoyable 
sport  than  the  heavy  fish  one  expects,  say,  in  the 
Itchen.  For  your  sport  leads  you  over  hill  and 
dale,  and,  even  if  the  fish  are  "  off  "  you  get  fine  air, 
fine  scenery,  and  a  grand  walk.  The  Itchen  brings 
me  to  old  school  memories.  How  well  I  remember 
the  wiles  of  a  "  man  "  of  my  own  house  (curiously 


enough  I  met  him  years  after  in  South  America) 
and  his  marvellous  success  in  catching  trout  after 
trout,  when  other  anglers  could  do  nothing  at  all.  It 
was  just  below  the  bathing  place.  Gunner's  Hole, 
that  he  made  most  execution.  He  loaded  his 
fly  hook  with  a  fat  leech,  and  if  ever  a  warning  note 
sounded,  a  sharp  cast  sent  the  leech  whizzing,  and 
in  half  a  minute  he  was  dry-flying  most  inno- 
cently. I  have  seen  him  hook  a  water-vole  with  a 
long  cast  and  play  the  Httle  beast  for  some  time 
before  the  hold  gave  out.  i- 

I  think  that  no  matter  where  you  fish  it  is 
always  best  to  take  a  few  dry  flies  in  your  bag,  as 
even  the  most  rapid  mountain  streams  have  their 
deep  and  still  flats,  where  the  heaviest  fish  generally 
lie,  and  I  have  often  fished  dry  fly  over  a  good  rise 
in  such  a  jjlace,  and  that  with  success,  whereas  the 
ordinary  angler  would  pass  along  to  the  next 
stream.  No  law  can  be  laid  down  for  the  trout 
fisher  as  to  what  fly  to  use.  Quite  lately  I  was 
fishing  on  a  narrow  trout  stream,  generally  not 
more  than  seven  feet  in  width,  and  a  Yellow  Dun 
being  on  the  water,  I  mounted  the  nearest  approach 
I  could  get,  but  did' nothing  with  it;  yet  I  killed 
thirty-four  nice  herring-sized  trout  that  day  on  a 
fancy  fly — the  Green  Partridge — a  spidery  little 
thing  with  green  silk  and  gold  body  tied  by 
Haynes,  of  Cork.  I  tried  as  well  the  Green  Grouse 
and  Green  Wren,  but  they  were  no  good  at  all. 
It  is  an  easy  fly  to  dry,  and  I  killed  the  best  trout 
fishing  it  dry  in  the  little  flats  where  I  saw  a  good 
rise.  I  tried  the  same  fly  on  the  Dove  this  spring 
without  much  success,  but  frankly  I|Was  disappointed 
in  the  Dove,  for  I  failed  almost  altogether  with  the 
wet  fly,  and  although  I  rose  and  hooked  quite  a 
number  of  good  fish  in  the  deep  flat  above  the 
stepping  stones  fishing  with  dry  fly,  yet  I  could 
not  hold  them,  as  in  every  case  they  were  taking 
short  or  "  drowning  the  fly."  In  my  own  part  of 
the  world  this  is  a  sure  sign  of  rain,  and  as  we  left 
Dovedale  in  a  downpour,  perhaps  this  may  have 
accounted  for  what  to  me  was  disheartening  failure. 
There  seemed  to  be  no  lack  of  fish,  but  things  were 
certainly  sadly  changed  since  the  day  when  dear 
old  Cotton  could,  in  the  face  of  rising  trout  and 
grayhng,  deliberately  sit  down  to  tie  his  flies, 
initiating  Viator  into  the  art,  and  at  the  same  time 
grass  as  many  fish  as  he  could  conveniently  do  with. 

No,  as  far  as  anghng  is  concerned,  my  first  love 
is  Cork  and  Kerry  way,  and  while  fish  remain  I 
expect  it  will  stay  there. 


TBOUT  FISHING  ON  KAPID 
STEEAMS.* 
By  H.  C.  Outcliffh,  F.R.C.S. 

{Continued  from  page  441.) 

CHAPTER  III.— continued. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  trout  seeing  us  in  our 
approach,  which  must  be  for  subsequent  success 
as  near  to  him  as  possible,  the  simple  precaution 
of  fishing  whenever  we  can,  up  or  against  the 
stream,  will  be  of  the  greatest  assistance  to  us. 
The  position  of  the  trout's  eye  in  his  head  and 
the  mechanical  arrangements  of  muscles  for 
moving  the  globe  of  the  eye  are  such  as  to  be  best 
adapted  for  observing  objects  immediately  above, 
or  above  and  in  front  of,  the  head  ;  he  sees  indeed 
upwards  and  forwards,  but  cannot  direct  his 
eye  to  take  in  rays  of  light  falhng  from  behind 
forwards,  or  only  to  a  very  limited  extent ;  conse- 
quently the  lower  in  height  we  are,  and  the  more 
immediately  behind  the  trout  we  are  placed, 
the  less  able  will  he  be  to  see  us.  We  must  then 
have  recourse  to  every  stratagem  to  obtain  such  a 
position,  and  in  advancing,  for  example,  to  any 
spot  we  believe  to  contain  a  trout,  we  should  place 
ourselves  as  nearly  on  the  level  of  the  water  as 
possible,  below  it  if  we  can,  and  proceed  if  even 
obUged  to  crawl  on  the  ground  from  below,  upwards, 
or  as  regards  the  direction  of  the  fish,  from  behind, 
forwards.  Should  a  high  bank  border  the  stream, 
rather  than  stand  high  above  the  eye  of  the  trout 
and  far  off,  we  had  better  get  down  to  the  water's 
edge  below  where  he  is  lying,  and  then  cautiously 
make  our  advance,  and  in  so  doing  keep  the  rod 

♦  From  that  capital  little  work,  "  The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams :  comprising  a 
complete  system  of  fishing  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London.    Price,  3s.  6d.,  post  free. 


out  of  {view.  A  thousand  points  in  detail  of  means 
of  secluding  ourselves  might  be  enumerated,  such 
as  getting  behind  trees,  stones,  rocks,  into  ditches 
or  deep  gutters,  of  our  most  appropriate  dress,  etc. 
all  of  which  common-sense  sufficiently  indicates, 
and  which  will  bo  attended  to  and  adopted,  pro- 
vided the  principle  of  always  avoiding  the  sharp 
and  watchful  eye  of  the  trout  be  remembered. 

Now  in  this  our  grand  obstacle,  namely,  the  quick 
watchfulness  of  the  eye  of  the  trout,  guarding 
him  from  our  near  approach,  it  is  quite  evident 
that  the  water  in  which  he  swims  will  affect  mate- 
rially our  own  seclusion,  as  well  as  our  bait  as  a 
deception.  If  the  water  be  very  clear  and  shallow, 
the  bottom  stony,  the  pohshed  surfaces  of  the  stones 
reflecting  hght  in  all  directions,  and  if  the  move- 
ment of  the  water  be  little  or  none,  so  that  its 
surface  is  quite  undisturbed,  the  trout  would  be 
able  to  see  the  smallest  insect  that  might  come 
within  range  of  vision,  with  perfect  clearness,  and 
form  an  immediate  and  correct  opinion  of  its 
appearance  ;  he  would,  too,  of  course,  see  ■  sur- 
rounding bodies  with  corresponding  accuracy  and 
ease  ;  and  as,  too,  he  in  this  quiet  water  is  little 
necessitated  to  labour,  he  is  cool  and  methodical 
in  his  mode  of  taking  his  prey.  The  degree  of 
power  in  his  vision  will  be  affected  too  by  the 
intensity  of  light — on  a  bright  sunny  day  he  sees 
best,  in  dull  cloudy  weather  he  discerns ^less  dis- 
tinctly, and  in  shades  of  evening  least  of  all.  Should 
the  water  be  too  coloured,  as  after  rain,  ruffled  on 
its  surface  by  wind,  or  broken  and  uneven  by 
reason  of  its  rugged  course,  his  power  of  minute 
discrimination  is  lessened,  and  it  will  be  so  in  direct 
proportion  to  the  degree  of  each,  or  combination 
of  any  or  all  of  them.  And  it  is  just  these  acci- 
dental circumstances  which  will  prevent  or  aid  us 
in  our  endeavours  to  capture  the  trout,  either  with 
the  natural  or  the  artificial  bait. 

If  a  trout  be  lying  in  very  shallow,  clear,  still 
water  on  a  bright  summer's  day,  it  is  evident  that 
the  difficulties  we  have  to  contend  against  are  so 
great  as  to  be  almost  insurmountable,  quite  so 
indeed,  had  we  not  variety  of  allurements ;  we 
could  scarce  hope  to  obtain  an  artificial  fly  so 
well  made  and  precisely  similar  in  appearance  to 
the  Uving  insect  that  the  trout  under  such 
circumstances  could  not  perceive  the  deception, 
and  would  imagine  the  artificial  representation  a 
natural  reaUty  ;  and  even  if  we  could  obtain  so 
precise  a  similitude  of  the  insect,  we  should  not 
be  able  to  use  it  in  a  perfectly  natural  manner, 
so  as  in  every  way  to  resemble  a  Uving  fly,  with- 
out either  exposing  ourselves  or  the  rod  or  line, 
or  even  the  gut  to  which  the  fly  would  be  tied, 
and  so  frightening  the  fish.  A  trout,  then,  in 
shallow,  still,  clear  water,  with  a  bright  sun  shining 
on  him,  is  almost  past  the  bounds  of  possibility 
of  capture  by  artificial  baits,  or  at  any  rate,  if 
some  be  so  captured,  they  are  but  few,  and  we 
want  to  consider  how  and  when  to  catch  the 
many.  To  take  a  fish  so  situated  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  use  the  natural  insect  itself  with  the  most 
delicate  tackle  possible,  and  keep  ourselves  per- 
fectly secluded,  or  assuredly  be  our  bait  ever  so 
tempting  we  shall  not  coax  the  trout  to  take 
it ;  consequently  in  such  places,  under  such 
circumstances,  we  obtain  but  little  sport ;  we 
may  take  some  fish,  but  not  nearly  so  many  as  we 
should  do  under  more  favourable  circumstances 
■ — which  would  be  coloured  water,  or  surface 
movement  by  wind,  obscurity  of  sun,  etc.  ;  and 
when  these  conditions  favour,  we  may  in  such 
places  have  good  sport ;  when  not  so,  after  much 
labour,  we  shall  reap  but  small  reward — hence, 
when  coming  to  such  places  at  imfavourable  times, 
on  small  streams,  mindful  of  the  small  chance  we 
have,  we  should  not  delay,  but  hasten  on  in  search 
of  a  better  field  for  our  exertions. 

Now  it  is  by  no  means  necessary  that  all  circum- 
stances should  be  favourable  to  our  seclusion ; 
on  the  contrary,  one  condition  alone  being  present, 
namely,  rapidity  of  water  in  its  descent,  is  sufficient 
to  ensure  success,  in  spite  of  all  others,  powerfully 
though  they  may  act  against  us.  We  urge  then 
that  provided  we  have  a  rapidity  of  water,  with  a 
consequently  broken  surface  and  splitting  up  of 
the  main  channel  into  numerous  little  rapids,  we 
ought  to  be  sure  of  success.  These  little  rapids 
and  secondary  currents  differ  greatly  from  one 
another  ;  some  will  appear  in  miniature  the  trout 
pool  as  found  in  large  streams,  some  only  a  little 
cascade,  others  peculiar,  but  all  certain  to  yield 
sport  if  we  know  how  properly  to  seek  for  it.  At 
some  seasons  the  rapidity  of  the  water  is  too  great, 
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90  that  the  trout  is  unable  to  catch  our  fly  in  its 
violent  passage  ;  at  others  so  slight  as  to  be  insuf- 
ficient to  afford  us  the  protection  and  aid  we 
requii-e  ;  this  is  too  often  the  case,  and  most  fre- 
quently at  the  very  time  we  most  require  the  water 
to  be  rapid,  namely,  in  the  bright  hot  months  of 
June,  July,  and  August ;  at  these  times,  when  the 
waters  are  very  low,  we  have  a  greater  distance 
to  travel  before  we  come  upon  each  favourable 
spot ;  all  the  minor  rapids  and  pools  we  knew 
sometime  before  are  now  dried  up,  or  converted 
into  still,  clear,  shallow  water,  and  we  find  the 
ordinarily  larger  and  more  extensive  rapids  now 
so  diminished  as  to  just  afford  us  the  aid  we  want, 
these  alone  reminding  us  of  what  our  favourite 
stream  had  once  been,  now  so  changed  and  altered 
as  to  be  with  difficulty  recognised :  and  whereas 
when  of  average  height  we  could  not  move  five 
yards  -without  meeting  some,  aye,  many  pleasing 
spots  wherein  to  cast  our  fly,  we,  now  that  there 
is  so  little  water  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  have  to 
wander  meadow  after  meadow  and  meet  with 
disappointment  in  our  search  after  some  nice  Uttle 
rippling  pool  that  our  knowledge  tells  us  is  sure 
to  j-ield  sport.  Thus  do  we  at  these  unlucky  times 
vainly  wander  for  miles,  led  by  delusive  hope, 
picturing  to  ourselves  in  our  imaginations  these 
spots  of  fortune,  till  weary  limbs  and  exhausted 
frame  bring  reahty  and  deliberate  judgment  to 
con^-ince  us  of  the  absurdity  of  our  visionary 
pursuit. 

We  repeat  then,  that  though  the  water  be  very 
low  and  the  weather  very  bright,  we  shall  obtain 
sport  in  those  kinds  of  places  which  we  should 
select  at  ordinary  times,  in  fact  in  the  feeding 
places  before  spoken  of  ;  but  inasmuch  as  these 
places  are,  by  the  diminution  of  the  water,  lessened 
in  number,  we  shall  not  catch  so  many  fish  in  very 
low  water  as  when  it  is  of  an  average  summer 
height ;  not  that  the  fish  at  these  times  are  sporting 
the  less,  but  that  our  difficulties  of  catching  them 
are  the  more  ;  neither  must  it  be  thought  that  at 
such  times  we  cannot  catch  any  or  even  a  good  dish 
of  trout,  but  it  -nill  be  found  that  we  shall  not 
catch  so  many.  There  are  some  streams  which 
seldom  or  never  become  so  diminished  in  amount 
of  water  as  to  lose  their  little  rapids  and  bubbling 
falls  ;  the  declension  of  their  course  is  so  great, 
and  the  impediments  to  their  progress  so  numerous, 
that  they  always  present  variety  of  appearance, 
have  always  sufficient  force  and  disturbance  to  aid 
the  fisherman  ;  and  in  these  (and  they  include 
most  North  Devon  streams)  sport  may  universally 
be  obtained. 

The  wind  often  assists  the  fisherman  on  deep 
or  slow  streams,  but  we  regard  high  wind — wind 
high  enough  to  effect  the  rippling  of  the  surface 
of  the  water — as  an  obstacle  rather  than  an  auxi- 
liary in  fishing  in  bright  water,  in  hot  weather, 
on  rapid  streams  of  small  size. 

The  colour  of  the  streams  is  of  much  importance 
at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  its  degree  of  tone 
of  colour  often  suggesting  the  most  appropriate 
bait  to  be  employed ;  as  when  after  a  sudden 
rain  the  water  quickly  rises  in  height  and  becomes 
foul — of  a  dirty  colour — in  some  streams  red,  in 
others,  as  on  the  moor,  of  a  porter  colour.  In 
the  extreme  discoloration  we  had  better  use  the 
worm  because  the  fly  could  not  be  well  seen,  and 
because  the  fish,  accustomed  to  these  changes  in 
their  element,  are  aware  of  the  effect  of  increase 
of  bulk  and  consequent  washing  of  ground  by  the 
sides,  which  for  some  time  has  been  dry,  and  are 
looking  out  for  worms  and  grubs  which  must 
necessarily  be  carried  away  with  the  earth  and 
mud  of  the  banks,  and  eager  for  change  of  food 
after  being  so  long  restricted  from  the  lowness  of 
water  to  one  kind  of  food,  refuse  now  their  common 
diet  the  fly,  sink  deep  in  water  to  look  for  worms, 
and  retire  to  such  places  as  would  best  favour 
their  capture  of  them.  Knowing  then  these 
natural  results  of  increase  of  water  and  deepening 
in  colour,  we  do  not  use  the  fly  at  such  times,  so 
unsuitable  both  to  the  river  itself  and  the  situation 
and  expectations  of  the  trout,  but  employ  the 
worm,  which  at  once  places  us  in  a  right  position 
to  compete  with  the  trout. 

Again,  with  reference  to  the  condition  of  the 
water,  wo  may  observe  that  trout  seldom  sport 
at  any  kind  of  bait  when  the  river  is  increasing 
in  bulk  and  force  ;  a  temporary  panic  seems  to 
prevail  amongst  the  trout,  and  they  retire  to  such 
places^' as  may  afford  them  protection  against  the 
force  of,  the  expected  torrent,  wisely  so  urged  by 
a  protective  instinct ;  ^  for  otherwise,  did  they 


remain  out  in  the  stream,-  their  strength  would 
be  insufficient  to  prevent  their  being  washed  away 
by  a  too  powerful  current. 

From  these  cursory  remarks  it  may  be  seen  that 
we  insist  that  trout  in  any  well-stocked  stream, 
which  has  rapidity  of  course,  are  always  to  be 
caught,  and  sport  under  these  conditions  certain 
to  be  obtained,  but  that  at  certain  times  our 
difficulties  are  greater  than  at  others,  to  meet 
which  we  urge  the  necessity  of  learning  to  vary 
our  resources,  so  that  at  any  time  we  may  select 
that  bait  or  means  of  capture  which  is  of  all  others 
most  conducive  to  our  sport.  Obstacles,  though 
great,  and  difficulties  apparently  insurmountable, 
may  be  overcome,  provided  Ave  compete  with  an 
energy  and  determination  to  conquer  ;  and  when 
nearly  every  circumstance  is  against  us,  when  we 
have  to  put  forth  all  our  ingenuity  and  bring 
all  our  knowledge  to  the  test,  the  trial  -will  be  the 
more  exciting,  and  success  sweeter  when  obtained, 
since  it  is  attended  -with  the  satisfaction  to  the 
mind,  which  surely  follows  a  mastery  over  extreme 
opposition. 

{To  he  continued.) 


COOM-NA-COTH-CUN  REVISITED. 

While  in  the  "  Kingdom  of  Kerry  "  last  summer, 
I  wished  to  revisit  this  soUtary  Coomb  of  the 
Cat's  Head,  to  re-dve  the  impressions  of  more 
than   two  score  bygone  years.    On  inquiry  at 


lakelet  to  the  right  called  Isknamacteery — an 
inky  mirror  by  which  two  foreign  (British)  anglers 
lounged  and  smoked  "  the  lazy  hours  away  "• 
till  some  passing  "  skift "  of  wind  might  enable 
them  to  fish.  On  the  other  side  further  off  was 
the  larger  CloonaghUn  lake  with  its  single  densely 
jungle-covered  islet  at  the  upper  end,  the  legendary 
hold  of  a  former  chieftain.  Then  difficulties 
began  :  we  soon  succeeded  in  losing  our  trail  despite 
John's  recently-improved  supply  of  geographical 
knowledge,  and  though  our  objective  coomb  and 
general  direction  remained  evident,  it  became 
necessary  to  use  an  eye  for  country  in  the  choice 
of  a  passage  amongst  the  now  rapidly  approaching 
glaciated  rocky  spurs  and  knolls — the  "  kopjes  " 
of  Kerry — springing  from,  often  treacherous,  peaty 
marshland.  In  the  search  for  better  going  steep 
walls  of  rock  had  to  be  climbed  with  little  to  grip 
and  less  of  foothold,  followed  by  descents  so  rough 
"  the  foot  was  often  fain  assistance  from  the  hand 
to  gain."  And  now,  while  passing  at  some  distance 
above  a  bay  of  the  Cloonaghlin  lake,  a  large  salmon 
sprang  clear  out  of  the  calm  water  below,  close  to 
the  foot  of  a  dark  chff.  Pressing  onwards  amongst 
obstacles,  after  some  time  the  crest  of  one  of  the 
larger  spurs  was  reached,  and  then,  at  last,  the  Httle 
lake  we  sought  lay  close  beneath  us,  bordered  by 
the  most  sinuous  of  shore  fines.  Here,  between 
projecting  crags,  a  smooth  grassy  spot,  less  Ukely 
than  the  heather  to  swarm  with  ticks,  induced  a 
welcome  rest  to  observe  the  situation,  for  the  walk 
had  been  a  hot  one.  ^  .jan  id 
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Waterville  where  I  was  staying  a  gillie  was  found  ! 
who  claimed  acquaintance  with  the  locality,  a 
John  of  the  Sulfivans  from  whom  I  learned 
that  there  were  doubts  as  to  the  little  tarn  holding 
any  good  trout  in  these  degenerate  days ;  that  a 
gentleman  formerly  residing  at  the  fishing  lodge 
by  Derriana  lake,  a  few  miles  distant,  had  for  a 
time  placed  a  boat  upon  it,  but  this  was  years  ago 
— and  it  was  certain  no  one  had  wetted  a  line  there 
for  three  years  past  at  least — also  that  it  was 
possible  by  a  ten-mile  drive  to  reach  a  point  within 
a  couple  of  miles  or  so  of  the  lake  itself.  So  John 
was  engaged,  an  outside  car  chartered — leave  being 
readily  obtained  from  the  courteous  fishing  lessee — 
and  next  morning  an  early  start  was  made.  The 
route  lay  over  open  moors  -with  isolated  farm- 
steads suggestive  of  prairie  rents,  a  wide  tract 
traversed  by  two  ideal  salmon  rivers,  and  flanked 
by  treeless  mountains  bathed  in  hot  sunshine  or 
veiled  by  sombre  purple  shadows.  The  abandon 
of  the  scene  recalled  the  wild  moorlands  of 
Sutherland  where  we  branched  off  from  the  main 
Ballaghashin  road,  and  turned  towards  the  moun- 
tains, the  last  hamlet  in  view  marking  the  end  of 
our  by-way.  Arrived  here  the  conveyance  was 
left,  and  John  in  the  musical  local  Irish  of  the 
natives  made  tender  inquiries  to  reassure  himself 
as  to  a  supposed  path  giving  the  least  difficult 
access  to  the  lake ;  then  shouldering  sketching 
materials,  fishing  kit,  and  lunch  we  set  forth.  At 
first  the  path  was  plain  enough,  passing  near  a 


Coom-na-Coth-Oun  was  before  us,  its  precipitous 
walls  rising  almost  from  the  very  lake,  forming 
cUffs  and  benches  and  slopes  of  scree,  mostly  over- 
gro-wn  by  vegetation,  and  all  leading  the  eye 
upward  for  hundreds  of  feet  to  a  jagged  sky-line 
cutting  the  "ethereal  blue."  A  narrow  broken  thread 
of  httle  white  cascades,  coming  from  somewhere 
above,  was  now  seen,  now  lost,  among  the  rocks ; 
but  one  looked  in  vain  from  here  for  a  feature 
whose  resemblance  to  a  cat's  head  may  have 
given  the  place  its  title,  or  for  anything  con- 
ceivably Uke  its  nautical  namesake. 

The  rocks  are  grey  and  purple  grits  and  slates,- 
assuming  in  bright  sunshine  or  transparent  shadow 
a  variety  of  warm  and  cooler  tints  mixed  and 
blended  by  Nature's  art  -with  the  rich  hues  of 
the  local  vegetation,  including  many  coloured 
and  whitish  Uchens ;  the  pale  greens,  citrons, 
and  siennas  of  the  grasses  and  ferns  ;  or  the  nume- 
rous hght  and  darker  purples,  orange  browns,  or 
deeper  greens  of  heath  and  ling.  These  imfossili- 
ferous  rocks  are  old — older  than  the  nearest  recog- 
nisable Old  Red  sandstone,  their  horizon  ranging 
between  that  formation  and  the  Cambrian,  and 
representing  in  geological  time,  according  to 
modem  interpretation,  certain  Silurian  stages.  Old 
they  undoubtedly  are,  but  who  can  tell  that  their 
vast  antiquity  is  not  mere  youth  compared  with 
unborn  ages  during  which  they  may  yet  sur-vive. 

The  sleepy  little  tarn  cradled  by  the  cliffs  was  a 
natural  dark  Claude  mirror  reflecting  in  places 
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every  crag ;  in  others,  a  deep-toned  melange  of  all 
the  "tints  above  bespangled  everywhere  with  silver 
rings  of  rising  trout,  in  hundreds  if  not  thousands. 
Close  to  us  the  brown,  brawUng  brook  issuing  from 
the  lake  found  its  way  through  deeply  worn  fissures 
of  the  rocks  in  a  tortuous  passage  too  steep  for 
salmon  or  sea  trout  to  climb,  but  one  reveahng  a 
problem  of  interest,  as  yet  hardly  solved  by  struc- 
tural geologists,  in  the  fact  that  this  tarn  is  one  of 
those  dammed  up  by  a  barrier  or  lip  of  sohd  rock, 
forming  a  component  part  of  the  surrounding 
inassif,  from  which  the  basin  has  been  carved  by 
agencies  and  imder  conditions  still  obscure.  It 
was  suggested  by  Sir  A.  Ramsay  that  a  subsidiary 
plunging  force,  attributed  to  the  action  of  glaciers, 
may  have  dug  such  basins  out,  but  this  was  not 
universally  admitted.  Recent  very  local  and 
limited  earth  movements  are  also  inadmissible ; 
the  rocks  are  often  practically  insoluble,  and  there 
4re  no  strong  currents  to  remove  from  the  hollows 
the  products  of  mere  aqueous  erosion  ;  on  the 
contrary,  the  situation  should  favour  the  depres- 
sions being  filled  up  by  debris  even  after  they  were 
formed,  but  instead  of  this  they  often  contain  lakes 
or  tarns.  In  the  case  of  the  one  before  us  its  depth 
is  believed  to  be  unknown,  though  as  mentioned  in 
a  previous  note*  I  slipped  into  it  onci,  but  did 
not  reach  the  bottom,  and  had  no  opportunity  of 
taking  further  soundings  ;  so  it  can  only  be  said 
that  some  of  its  shores  are  deep,  others  being 
shallow  and  belted  with  weeds ;  while  neither 
the  little  stream  by  which  the  water  escapes  nor 
the  barrier  itself  presented  anything  in  the  least 
suggestive  of  such  aqueous  action  on  a  large  scale  as 
wears  or  drills  "  pot-holes  "  and  "  giant's  kettles  " 
in  the  rocks  of  rivers.  Having  arrived  at  a  foregone 
conclusion  as  to  the  continuing  interest  and  obscurity 
of  this  question  attention  was  turned  to  other  things. 

John  took  a  rod,  and  tried,  in  spite  of  the  almost 
impossible  conditions,  to  catch  some  of  the  rapidly- 
rising  trout,  not  entirely  without  success,  while  I 
produced  my  sketching  things,  and  soon  found 
the  subject  so  engaging,  both  in  colour  and  breadth 
of  hght  and  shade,  coming  into  strongest  contrast 
upon  an  embossed  rocky  promontory  opposite, 
that  much  time  slipped  away  before  the  Claude 
mirror  became  dimmed  by  a  gentle  bree^.c,  and 
luncheon  demanded  prompt  attention.  After  this, 
not  more  than  an  hour  and  a  half  remained  until 
our  estimated  time  for  departure  should  arrive, 
in  order  to  keep  enough  of  daylight  in  reserve,  so 
packing  up  I  hastened  to  the  further  side  of  the 
promontory  where  the  wind  struck  fair  and  the 
ground  gave  more  room  for  casting  free  of  entangle- 
ment by  ferns,  heather,  and  bog  myrtle.  A 
sizeable  fly  was  seen  on  the  water  which  proved 
to  be  the  "  bog-fly  "  of  these  parts — black,  with 
flat  smoky  wings  ;  shaped  like,  but  rather  larger, 
than  the  yellow  cow-dung  fly,  the  upper  joints  of 
the  legs  being  of  a  chestnut  colour.  One  of  the 
nearest  black  artificial  flies  in  my  book  became 
tail-fly  at  once  ;  there  were  now  few  rises  to  throw 
over,  but  from  the  first  cast  the  trout  came  freely 
and  with  certainty,  being  hooked  chiefly  in  the 
tongue.  They  were  clean  and  handsome  well- 
shaped  fish,  not  large,  yet  above  or  near  full 
"  herring  size,"  and  within  an  hour  eighteen  were 
taken  without  losing  one,  mostly  on  the  black-fly. 
Under  similar  conditions  within  a  six-hour  day's 
fishing  a  single  rod  might  well  have  harvested  a 
hundred  trout.  Together  with  those  taken  by 
John  in  the  calm,  or  while  I  was  sketching,  they 
made  a  fairly  heavy  basket  to  be  carried  to  the 
car,  and  on  the  way  back  to  this  we  fortunately 
fell  in  with  some  mountain  cattle  going  our  road, 
v/hich  showed  us  a  better  track,  so  that  we  got 
over  the  "  bad  step  "  in  ample  daylight.  Though 
our  trout  appeared  to  run  smaller  than  several 
cauglit  in  my  former  excursion  from  distant  Sneem, 
they  were,  on  the  whole,  of  better  average  size  and 
thickness  than  those  I  had  met  with  in  some  of  the 
northern  Scottish  lakes,  and  judging  by  the  display 
they  made  while  it  was  dead  calm  the  numbers  in 
this  little  lake  must  be  enormous.  It  was,  of  course, 
much  easier  to  reach  from  this  side  than  when 
I  crossed  the  backbone  of  Iveragh  on  foot  to  visit 
it,  but  I  was  younger  then.  Given  a  fair  fishing 
day  in  summer,  it  can  be  taken  for  granted  that 
an  angler  might  find  many  places  in  wliich  it  were 
possible  to  spend  less  pleasant  hours  than  among 
the  "  speckled  beauties "  within  tlie  wild  rocky 
-confines  of  Coom-na-Coth-Cun  in  the  Itingdom  of 
Kerry.  Benwyan. 


*  Fishing  Gazette,  January,  1901,  page  4? 


A  NIGHT  IN  THE  SNOW. 

It  was  the  week  before  Christmas,  if  I  remember 
rightly,  and  I  was  staying  with  a  friend  up  in  the 
Noith  at  the  time,  who,  knowing  that  I  was  an 
ardent  angler,  "always  eager  to  pursue  my  favourite 
sport,  had  been  continually  relating  to  me  a  most 
glowing  account  of  the  fine  sport  to  be  obtained  in  a 
mere  situated  some  four  or  five  miles  from  his  home  ; 
and  he  so  praised  its  virtues  that  I  at  last  decided 
to  give  the  place  a  trial  on  the  following  day.  This 
afternoon  there  had  been  a  slight  sprinkling  of  snow, 
just  enough  to  remind  one  that  it  was  winter  and 
near  the  festive  season,  when  one  and  all  love  to  see 
a  bit  of  snow,  with  plenty  of  holly  and  mistletoe. 
There  had  as  yet  been  very  little  frost,  and  thus  the 
water  would  be  open,  and  by  the  look  of  the  weather 
I  concluded  it  would  be  just  the  day  for  jack  on  the 
morrow,  and  was  looking  forward  to  quite  an  event- 
ful day,  which  I  certainly  had.  My  friend  had  told 
me  with  a  genial  smile  it  was  not  so  far — just  a 
couple  of  fields  and  a  short  stretch  of  moorland,  and 
there  was  the  mere  right  before  you.  and  all  I  should 
have  to  do  was  to  pull  them  out :  the  pike  and 
perch  I  concluded  he  meant,  but  I  was  not  quite  so 
confident  on  that  point.  My  friend  had  never  been 
a-fishing.  I  was  up  betimes  in  the  morning,  and 
eagerly  looked  out  at  the  weather.  During  the 
night  more  snow  had  fallen,  and  now  a  white  world 
lay  before  me,  there  being  a  good  inch  of  snow  on 
the  ground.  I  decided  to  go,  however,  and  was 
soon  on  my  way  down  the  old-fashioned  village 
street,  past  the  old  Norman  church  with  its  square 
ivy-covered  tower,  nestling  among  the  dark  yews 
and  tall  elms,  and  on  past  the  quaint  little  thatched 
cottages  and  red-tiled  farmhouses,  until  I  came  to 
the  fields,  which  I  quickly  crossed,  and  was  soon 
entering  a  wood  looking  so  picturesque  in  its  winter 
garb.  Somehow  there  is  a  charm  that  always 
appeals  to  me  in  the  woods  in  winter — the  tall  pines 
and  Scotch  firs,  their  branches  hghtly  encrusted 
with  a  covering  of  pure  white  snow  as  they  stand 
out  against  the  dull  grey  sky,  and  the  deep  silence 
that  reigns  around,  broken  only  by  the  twitter  of 
some  bird  or  the  distant  barking  of  the  keeper's 
dogs.  There  is,  indeed,  something  for  the  lover  of 
nature  to  admire  even  in  winter 

I  am,  however,  trespassing  too  far  from  my  story. 
My  friend  had  not  mentioned  a'  wood,  but  as  there 
were  only  the  two  fields  I  had  come  through  with  a 
footpath  I  must  be  right.  On  entering  the  wood 
my  pleasant  thoughts  were  rudely  banished  ;  there 
were  three  paths,  one  going  straight  through  the 
wood,  the  others  branching  to  the  right  and  left. 
Here  was  a  dilemma.  Which  was  the  right  path? 
I  was  completely  in  a  fog.  Why  had  I  not  asked 
him  more  explicitly  the  directions,  for  it  was  just 
like  him  to  omit  some  part  of  it.  As  it  was  no  use 
standing  there  I  chose  the  path  in  front,  and  as  luck 
had  it,  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  hit  upon  the  right 
one,  and  was  soon  out  on  the  moor.  About  two 
miles  across  the  moor  he  had  said  ;  but  I  am  quite 
convinced  that  it  was  the  longest  two  miles  I  ever 
walked  or  ever  wished  to  walk  again.  It  was  nearer 
seven,  and  when  at  last  I  caught  sight  of  the  mere 
stretched  out  before  me  in  the  hollow  I  was  never 
more  pleased  ;  but  I  was  also  disappointed,  thanks 
to  my  friend's  most  exaggerated  description.  It 
was  by  no  means  the  ideal  spot  he  had  painted  it, 
but  was  far  moi'e  sport-giving  than  I  imagined  when 
I  first  saw  it.  At  first  I  would  fain  have  turned 
back,  but  did  not  Like  to  anticipate  my  friend's  ridi- 
cule and  sarcastic  remarks,  so  I  determined  to  try 
my  luck.  To  make  a  long  story  short,  I  had  better 
sport  than  I  expected,  and  fished  until  late  in  the 
day,  all  ray  thoughts  being  centred  on  ray  sport. 
So  engrossed  was  I  that  I  was  quite  unaware  of  the 
rapidly  approaching  darkness  or  the  flakes  of  fine 
snow  that  were  beginning  to  fall,  until  awakened  to 
the  fact  by  being  no  longer  able  to  see  my  float. 
Then,  and  not  till  then,  was  I  aware  that  if  I  did 
not  speedily  make  tracks  for  home  I  should  be  in 
the  dark,  so  I  hastily  packed  up  ray  tackle  and 
deposited  ray  spoil  in  the  creel,  which  consisted  of 
a  fine  pike  of  nine  pounds  and  some  two  or  three 
dozen  of  splendid  perch,  all  in  the  very  pink  of  con- 
dition ;  and  now  I  was  more  inclined  to  believe  my 
friend  had  not  much  over-estimated  it. 

The  sky,  which  had  been  a  dull  grey  all  day,  was 
now  of  that  colour  that  plainly  denotes  a  coming 
snowstorm.  The  wind  had  also  risen,  and  was  now 
blowing  in  piercing  gusts  over  the  moor,  and  caused 
me  to  shiver,  as  with  head  bent  down  I  trudged  off 
liome — my  home  for  the  jiresent  anyway.  The 


short  twilight  rapidly  faded,  and  as  there  was  no 
moon,  dense  darkness  followed.  The  weight  of  my 
bag  also  began  to  tell  on  me,  and  I  also  began  now 
to  feel  the  cold,  which  had  become  intense.  The 
snow  was  coming  more  rapidly,  and,  V)lown  by  the 
high  wind,  stung  my  face  terribly,  but  I  cheerfully 
plodded  on,  with  thoughts  of  a  steaming  glass  of 
toddy  in  my  mind.  To  add  to  my  misfortunes,  I 
did  not  know  my  way  very  well,  and  after  tramping 
steadily  on  for  at  least  two  hours  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  I  was  most  hopelessly  foundered.- 
The  path  had  long  since  become  entirely  obliterated.- 
I  had  made  myself  confident  that  I  was  going  in  the 
proper  direction  for  the  wood,  but  ought  to  have 
reached  it  long  ago  ;  so  the  idea  suddenly  struck 
me  that  I  might  be  walking  in  a  circle,  as  I  remem; 
bered  reading  of  people  doing  when  lost  in  a  storm.! 
The  very  thought  sent  a  cold  chill  down  my  back, 
and  I  stopped  to  rest  for  a  moment,  as  I  was  now 
fast  becoming  tired.  The  night  was  so  dark  I  could 
not  see  a  yard  before  me  ;  the  snow  was  whirling 
thickly  through  the  air,  and  was  being  drifted  by 
the  wind,  getting  deeper  every  moment. 

How  thankful  I  should  have  been  to  hear  the 
distant  bark  of  a  dog  to  guide  me,  or,  better  still,  to 
see  the  faint  glimmer  of  some  cottager's  lamp.  But 
not  a  sound  could  be  heard,  except  the  wild  shriek- 
ing of  the  wind,  and  I  buttoned  my  coat  tighter  and 
struck  out  once  more.  How  heavy  those  fish  were, 
and  they  got  heavier  every  minute.  I  would  not 
for  a  moment  have  thought  to  have  left  them,  and 
so  stuck  grimly  to  my  task.  All  kinds  of  wild 
imaginings  now  began  to  drift  through  my  brain.  I 
pictured  myself  being  found  next  morning  in  one  of 
the  drifts,  and  a  group  of  rough  men  speculating  as 
to  who  I  was  and  how  I  had  come  there.  Then 
again  I  was  beside  a  cosy  fire  with  a  host  of  friends, 
making  merry  and  drinking  something  hot,  to  be 
rudely  brought  back  to  the  present  by  an  extra 
fierce  gust  of  wind  that  spun  me  round  as  I  stag- 
gered and  plunged  on.  At  times  the  wind  quite 
took  my  breath  away,  and  I  panted  and  struggled, 
but  made  very  little  headway,  and  felt  a  strong  in- 
clination to  sit  down  a  to  logns  deep.  I  did  not 
seem  to  mind  the  snow  at  all  now.  My  hands  -were 
numbed  vdth  the  cold,  but  I  did  not  heed  it.  My 
head,  too,  seemed  muddled,  but  I  had  just  enough 
sense  to  reason  with  myself  against  the  folly  of  giving 
way  to  that  sleepy  feeling,  and  I  had  just  spurred 
myself  to  still  further  efltorts  when  the  earth  seemed 
to  open  beneath  me,  and  I  plunged  up  to  the 
shoulders  in  a  deep  snowdrift,  wliich  must  have 
been  still  remaining  from  the  snows  of  the  previous 
week,  as  it  was  impossible  to  have  accumulated  in 
so  short  a  time.  I  was  also  conscious  of  the  sound 
of  rushing  water  close  at  hand,  but  had  scarcely 
strength  enough  to  pull  myself  out  of  my  cold  and 
unpleasant  resting-place  ;  but  it  really  proved  my 
salvation.  I  dimly  remember  scrambling  out  of  it 
and  recognising  the  fact  that  if  I  kept  by  the  side  of 
the  stream,  which  I  could  hear,  it  would  eventually 
lead  me  somewhere.  I  proceeded  very  cautiously, 
groping  my  way,  feeling  every  inch  of  the  ground 
with  my  rod,  stumbhng  over  rocks,  sinking  deeply 
one  moment  in  the  snow,  the  next  climbing  some 
short  but  steep  bank,  and  several  times  falling  full 
length,  but  ever  keeping  by  the  stream,  being  as 
careful  as  possible  to  keep  out  of  it,  as  I  did  not 
know  whether  it  was  deep  or  only  a  small  shallow 
brook — the  latter,  I  judged,  by  the  sound. 

I  must  have  struggled  in  this  manner  for  over  an 
hour,  when  I  ran  up  against  a  fence.  Carefully 
following  this,  which  led  over  a  bridge  across  the 
stream,  I  was  overjoyed  to  see  the  light  of  some 
cottage  a  few  hundred  yards  in  front.  The  sight 
put  new  life  into  my  enfeebled  legs,  and  I  was  never 
more  thankful  than  when  I  stood  at  the  door  of  the 
cottage  and  knocked,  although  my  approach  had 
been  heralded  by  the  barking  of  some  half-dozen 
dogs,  which  caused  me  to  judge  that  this  must  be 
a  keeper's  place,  as  such  it  was,  for  the  door  quickly 
opened,  and  a  burly  keeper  gazed  out  upon  me  in 
great  surprise.  "  My  goodness  !  "  he  exclaimed. 
"  What  are  you  doing  out  on  the  moor  a  night 
like  this  ?  Come  inside,  sir,  come  in  ;  it  is  not  fit 
for  a  dog  to  be  out."  And  so  saying,  he  led  the  way 
into  the  warm,  cosy  room,  with  its  low  roof  and 
quaint  diamond-paned  windows.  How  deUcious 
the  warmth  of  the  fire  felt,  and  how  I  stretched  my 
poor  numbed  limbs  to  its  grateful  heat  as  I  related 
to  him  the  terrible  time  I  had  spent,  whilst  he  mixed 
a  glass  of  hot  rum  for  rae,  which  I  was  only  too 
pleased  to  accept.  I  took  my  creel  off  my  back  to 
ease  my  shoulders  a  little,  and  suddenly  found  that 
I  had  lost  my  pike. .  I  thought  that  basket  had  got 
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lighter.  I  was  quite  staggered.  I  had  relied  on 
this  to  compensate  me  for  the  sad  outing.  Now  it 
was  gone,  and  I  inwardly  groaned  as  I  thought  how 
my  friend  would  chaff  me.  He  would  never  believe 
that  I  had  caught  one,  and  the  perch  looked  so 
Bmall  in  comparison  to  the  splendid  proportions  of 
the  pike.  However,  I  must  make  the  best  of  it ; 
and  after  a  short  rest,  the  keeper,  after  duly 
admiring  my  spoil  and  trying  his  best  to  console  me 
on  the  loss  of  the  jack  (which  I  heard  he  found 
within  a  few  yards  of  his  house  the  next  morning), 
led  me  into  a  lane,  by  which  I  quickly  reached  my 
destination,  finding  my  friends  in  a  state  of  great 
anxiety  regarding  my  prolonged  absence.  As  I 
suspected,  I  had  to  stand  a  good  deal  of  my  friend's 
banter  regarding  the  lost  pike,  and  I  do  not  for  a 
moment  think  he  beUeved  me  until  told  by  the 
keeper  that  he  had  subsequently  found  it. 

Now,  when  any  of  my  friends  recommend  any 
fishing  to  me,  I  always  take  the  precaution  to 
explore  the  place  first,  as  I  never  forgot  that  night 
in  the  snow.  A.  C.  Shaepe. 


MESSRS.  S.  ALLCOCK  AND  CO.'S  NEW 
"  IXTERCHAXGEABLE  HOOK." 


Messrs.  S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  the  wholesale  fishing 
rod  and  tackle  manufacturers  of  Redditch,  write  : 
"  We  have  much  pleasure  in  sending  you  a  sample 
of  and  a  spoon  mounted  with  AUcock's  '  Inter- 
changeable Hook.'  The  advantages  of  this  hook, 
as  you  can  readily  see,  are  that  it  can  be  attached 
to  or  detached  from  any  bait  in  a  second.  It 
entirely  dispenses  with  the  split  steel  rings  and  so 
overcomes  aU  the  difficulties  of  mounting  spoons 
and  other  similar  baits.    In  the  event  of  a  hook 


o'ithat."  If  it  were  permissible  to  generalise  from 
the  experiences  of  a  pair  of  anglers  during  a  single 
winter  vacation,  I  would  generalise  thus  :  Irish 
pike  take  a  bait  fairly  well  during  December  and 
January.  This  is  somewhat  vague  evidence  to 
bring  to  bear  upon  the  question  ;  but  indeed  we 
found  a  decided  vagueness  about  the  taking  qualities 
of  the  fish.  While  I  could  not  by  any  means  say 
that  the  pike  were  enthusiastic  or  greedy,  still  we 
had  some  fair  sport,  and  on  the  whole  my  opinion 
is  strengthened  that  the  winter  fishing  is  decidedly 
"  worth  the  candle." 

The  uncertainty  of  the  weather  is  the  principal 
difficulty.  For  of  all  seasons  and  all  climates,  a 
Connaught  winter  is  the  most  hopelessly  uncertain, 
or,  as  one  might  say,  the  most  certainly  hopeless. 
This  indeed  is,  I  fancy,  the  reason  why  Irish  winter 
pike  angling  has  been  so  freely  condemned ;  for 
anglers,  owing  to  the  frequent  continuance  of 
bad  weather,  have  got  out  of  the  habit  of  fishing  in 
winter,  and  too  frequently  rods,  tackle,  and  boats 
are  all  put  away  into  winter  quarters  when  October 
is  once  past.  Yet  if  only  anglers  could  give  it  a  fair 
trial,  1  feel  sure  that  the  finest  sport  obtainable 
with  pike  is  to  be  found  in  Ireland  during  December 
and  January.  In  that  period  the  fish  are  in  their 
very  best  condition.  If  we  caught  fewer  fish  than 
we  had  hoped,  those  we  did  catch,  great  or  small, 
gave  better  sport  than  I  have  ever  experienced  with 
pike.  There  is  none  of  the  lazy  inertness  of  the 
summer  fish,  none  of  that  aggravating  want  of 
pluck  which  too  often  characterises  the  pike^of  the 
early  season. 

Little  pickerel  of  one  or  two  poimds  weight 
fought  like  sea-trout.  We  caught  a  lot  of  these 
babies  and  returned  them  to  the  water  to  grow  into 
big  ones.  With  the  exception  of  two  fine  specimens, 
we  caught  only  small  fish — in  a  water  wherein  I 


followed  by  a  series  of  impossible  gales, 'and  finally 

by  a  week  of  very  hard  frost. 

I  made  inquiries  wherever  possible  as  to  the  cap- 
ture of  pike,  but  as  far  as  I  could  gather  the  natives 
were  too  busy  hunting  to  give  a  thought  to  fish, 
and  there  were  no  angUng  visitors  on  any  of  the  open 
waters.  While  I  was  over,  a  29-pounder  was  killed 
on  Lough  Mask  early  in  January,  and  on  a  private 
lake  not  far  from  Athenry,  an  acquaintance  told 
mo  he  had  enjoyed  several  good  days  and  caught, 
among  others  a  good  fighting  pike  of  191b.  Given 
favourable  conditions — to  wit,  fine,  open  weather, 
with  moderate  westerly  or  south-westerly  winds — 
I  should  say  that  no  better  time  could  be  chosen  for 
this  sport  than  from  November  to  February,  when 
the  pike  are  hard  as  nails  and  game  as  salmon,  and 
the  large  fish  one  may  always  expect  in  Hibernian 
loughs  give  the  angler  the  full  value  of  their  size 
and  strength.  Glenhest.  - 
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Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Co.'s  New  "Interchangeable  Hook" 


breaking,  it  can  be  easily  replaced  immediately.  All 
sizes  are  made,  as  you  will  see  by  the  accompanying 
electro." 

Judging  from  the  samples  Messrs.  Allcock  have 
sent  me,  I  certainly  think  their  new  hook  is  likely 
to  prove  exceedingly  useful  to  anglers  both  for  fresh 
water  and  sea  fishing,  and  I  think,  as  I  have  told 
them,  that  it  will  be  equally  useful  for  double  hooks 
brazed  as  salmon  doubles  are,  and  also  for  single 
hooks  for  spoons  and  other  baits.  It  seems  to  me 
that  if  this  new  fastening  answers,  as  it  promises  to 
do,  it  will  do  away  with  that  most  dangerous  and 
delusive  attachment,  the  split  ring,  which  is  only 
half  as  strong  as  it  appears  to  be,  and  so  quickly 
rusts  insidti  as  well  as  outdde.  I  hope  that  Messrs. 
Allcock  will  make  some  spoons  with  a  single  hook 
at  ond,  and  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing  if  they 
would  experiment  with  spoons  of  different  shapes 
to  ascertain  which  is  the  best  shape  to  give  a  rapid 
spin.  Too  shallow  a  spoon  made  of  too  heavy  metal 
will  hardly  spin  at  all — it  is  no  good ;  whereas  a  well 
made  light  spoon  will  revolve  fast  and  looks  like  a 
silver  egg  in  the  water  and  reflects  the  light  in  a 
wonderful  way.  R.  B.  M. 


WINTEK  PIKE  IN  IRELAND. 

Last  autumn  in  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
sundry  coricspondcnts  debated  the  question  of 
winter  angling  for  Irish  pike.  Some  said  that  the 
winter  months  are  the  verj'  best  for  pike  fishing  in 
Ireland  ;  others,  with  equal  certainty,  averred  that 
they  are  the  very  worst.  Since  that  discussion  I 
have  had  the  privilege  of  visiting  the  Irish  pike  at 
home,  and,  in  company  with  a  "  Galway  lad  "  of 
mine  own  famiUar  friends,  have  spent  many  davs 
trying  to  persuade  those  wintry  jack  to  come  "  out 


know  that  monsters  are  "  plenty  as  peas."  It  is  a 
small  bog-lake  named  Lough-na-Claureen,  in  county 
Galway.  One  memorable  afternoon  we  slew  two 
pike,  weighing  together  511b.,  both  on  small  spin- 
ning baits.  First  my  friend  raised  a  fish  which 
only  yielded  to  the  gaff  after  some  forty  minutes  of 
hard  figliting.  It  was  a  beautiful  hen  fish,  in  perfect 
condition,  of  just  over  21|lb.  Shortly  afterwards 
my  bait  was  seized  and  taken  out  in  a  wild  rush — 
every  inch  of  my  line  to  the  very  knot  left  the  reel, 
and  the  great  brute  leaped  high  out  of  the  water  far 
from  the  boat.  For  twenty  minutes  it  played  as 
wildly  as  a  fresh-run  salmon,  and  then  suddenly 
dived,  and  for  another  twenty  minutes  sulked 
stolidly  at  the  very  bottom  of  the  lough.  At  last 
by  dint  of  much  persuasion,  I  raised  him  up  from 
the  unknown  depths,  and  had  the  enjoyment  of 
another  determined  and  sporting  struggle,  which 
was  kept  up  gamely  till  the  end  of  the  chapter.  It 
was  exactly  fifty-eight  minutes  from  the  time  she 
was  hooked  to  the  moment  the  gaff'  was  buried  in 
the  great  broad  shoulder.  I  never  knew  a  pike  to 
fight  better.  It  was  a  hen  fish,  like  the  last,  weigh- 
ing only  six  ounces  short  of  301b.,  with  a  head 
thirteen  inches  long  and  teeth  Uke  a  garden  rake. 
Besides  these  two,  we  lulled  no  large  fish ;  most 
of  our  captures  were  jack  of  about  5lb.  Now  and 
again  a  rather  bigger  specimen  came  into  the  boat 
up  to  101b. 

One  afternoon  I  had  another  very  big  pike  on  for 
a  short  while.  I  did  not  get  a  glimpse  of  him,  but 
from  the  feel  he  must  have  been  not  far  from  201b. 
There  wcr(!  several  blank  days — no  unique  occur- 
rence at  any  time  of  the  year — but  while  wc  had  no 
one  very  good  record,  wc  caught  enough  fish  to 
show  that  Irish  pike  do  not  altogether  boycott  a 
bait  in  winter.  We  were  badly  handicapped  by 
weather,  as  I  have  hinted  above.  For  days  it 
poured  and  pelted  incessantly,  and  the  loughs  were 
all  flooded  to^twice  their  normal  acreage.    This  was 


{Continued  from  page  397.) 
CHAPTER  Ylll.— continued. 
The  Carp-Bream  {Abramis  hrama)  (Fig.-  97)  is 
rather  a  good-looking  fish,  but  it  is  not  so  easy  to 
keep  in  health  in  an  aquarium  as  any  of  the  fish 
ah-eady  mentioned.  It  should  be  obtained  when 
young,  and  placed  in  a  tank  which  presents  a  large 
surface  of  water  in  proportion  to  its  size,  and  which 
also  possesses  plenty  of  freely-growing  plants.  The 
natural  food  of  the  Carp -Bream  is  worms,  insects, 
and  the  tender  parts  of  water-weeds.  It  is  a  hearty 
eater.  In  the  aquarium  it  will  feed  upon  vermicelli. 
Personally,  I  have  a  great  regard  for  the  Carp- 
Bream  ;  not  because  it  is 
a  very  good  fish  for  the 
aquarium,  for  it  is  not, 
but  because  it  used  to 
provide  me  with  such 
famous  sport  when  I  was 
a  boy.  The  usual  weight 
of  this  fish  when  full 
grown  is  from  41b.  to 
71b.,  but  sometimes  it 
has  been  taken  weighing 
upwards  of  141b.  The 
late  Mr.  Frank  Buckland 
mentions  a  Carp-Bream 
which  weighed  ll|lb., 
measured  2ft.  2in.  in 
length,  and  which  a 
gentleman  asserted  that 
he  had  placed  in  the  pond  in  which  it  was 
caught  fifty  years  before.  Upon  the  Continent 
the  Carp-Bream  is  more  highly  esteemed  as  food 
than  in  this  country  ;  but  I  believe  that  in  some  of 
our  large  towns  great  numbers  of  them  are  eaten 
during  Lent  and  the  Hebrew  Passover.  These  fish 
are  found  in  many  of  the  rivers,  lakes,  and  canals 
of  both  England  and  Ireland.  They  spawn  during 
May,  the  eggs  of  a  single  fish  sometimes  numbering 
more  than  120,000.  The  body  of  the  Carp-Bream  is 
deep,  flat,  and  much  curved  above  and  below.  The 
lateral  line  is  rather  low  dowru  The  mouth  is  small, 
toothless,  and  without  barbels  ;  the  snout  is  blunt ; 
the  scales  are  rough  and  have  a  yellow  tinge,  which 
becomes  a  brown  tinge  with  age  ;  the  pectoral  and 
ventral  fins  are  tinged  with  red,  and  the  other  fins 
are  slightly  brown  ;  the  dorsal  fin  is  small,  and  the 
anal  fin  large  ;  the  tail  is  deeply  forked. 

The  White  Bream,  or  Bream-flat  (Abramis  blicca), 
is  more  difficult  to  keep  alive  in  the  aquarium  than 
the  carp-bream.  It  is  a  pretty  fish,  its  silvery  and 
ghttering  scales  showing  off  well  in  the  tank.  It  is 
very  subject  to  fungus,  but  in  a  well-arranged  and 
well-cared-for  aquarium  it  will  live  in  health,  and 
will  certainly  be  an  ornament  there.  The  tank  in 
which  it  is  placed  must  have  been  some  time  estab- 
lished, or  this  fish  will  not  do  well — at  least,  such 
has  been  my  experience.  There  Avill  of  course  be 
little  or  no  difficulty  in  keeping  the  White  Bream  in 
an  aquarium  in  which  a  foimtain  is  continually 
playing.  This  iish  can  be  distinguished  from  the 
carp-bream  by  its  longer  scales  and  smaller  size. 
The  habits  and  habitat  of  both  fish  are  alike.  The 
White  Bream  is  rather  common.  It  takes  the  bait 
of  the  fisherman  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  the 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 
Gill. 


460 


THE  FISHINO  GAZETTE 


December  27,  1902 


float  lie  flat  upon  the  water  instead  of  going  under 
its  surface.'  Young  carp-bream  and  White  Bream 
are  not  by  any  means  difficult  to  catch  in  their 
native  waters.  If,  however,  they  cannot  be  con- 
veniently procured  in  this  way,  they  may  generally 
be  purchased  cheaply  enough  from  some  of  the 
London  dealers  in  aquarium  requisites. 

The  Pomeranian  Bream  (Ahramis  huggenhagii) 
is  rare,  and  Dr.  Giinther  regards  it  as  a  hybrid 
between  the  roach  and  the  carp-bream.;    It  is  cer- 


Fig.  97.  Carp-Bream  (Abramis  brama), 

tainly  more  like  the  former  than  the  latter.  It 
should  be  treated  according  to  the  directions  given 
for  the  keeping  and  feeding  of  the  carp-bream.  The 
Pomeranian  Bream  can  sometimes  be  bought  at 
the  London  dealers. 

The  Bleak  {Alburnus  lucidus)  (Fig.  98)  is  a  very 
active  and  beautiful  httle  fish,  with  bright  glittering 
scales,  and  looks  exceedingly  well  in  an  aquarium  ; 
but  unfortunately  it  is  not  by  any  means  easy  to 
keep  aUve  in  confinement.  It  should  be  placed 
either  in  a  large  and  shallow  tank  which  is  well 
stocked  with  growing  plants  or  in  one  possessing  a 
constantly-playing  fountain.  As  Bleak  are  great 
jumpers,  it  is  necessary  to  cover  the  aquaria  in 
which  they  are  confined.  These  httle  fish  aboxmd  in 
many  of  the  rivers  of  England,  swimming  near  the 
surface  in  the  swiftest  patt  of  the  stream.  Their 
natural  food  consists  of  flies,  midges,  and  other 
insects,  and  various  decaying  matter  ;  but  in  the 
aquarium  they  should  be  fed  upon  vermicelli,  to 


Fig.  98.  Bieak  (Alburnus  lucidus). 


which  flies  may  be  added  when  they  can  con- 
veniently be  obtained.  Though  while  at  Uberty  in 
the  river  the  Bleak  is  said  to  help  to  purify  the 
water  by  feeding  upon  decaying  substances,  the 
aquarium-keeper  must  not  think  that  he  is  pro- 
viding food  for  his  fish  by  allowing  such  matter  to 
remain  in  tlie  tank.  It  is  never  wise  to  presume 
upon  the  presence  of  any  scavengers  in  the  aqua- 
rium ;  but  to  constantly  attend  to  the  cleanhness  of 
the  tank,  as  if  there  were  no  such  animals.  The 
scavengers  will  find  plenty  of  food,  notwithstanding 
all  the  owner's  care.  Bleak  can  be  caught  by  fish- 
ing for  them  with  a  fine  hne  and  a  very  small  hook, 
biited  with  a  fly  or  gentle :  the  hook  should  be 
quite  hidden  by  the  bait.  The  Bleak  is  the  nar- 
rowest British  fresh-water  fish,  its  body  being 
shaped  very  Uke  that  of  a  sprat.  The  colour  of  the 
back  is  a  faint  brownish  green,  and  the  rest  of  the 
body  is  a  ghttering  silvery  white.  The  dorsal  fin  is 
small  and  the  anal  fin  large.  The  lower  jaw  pro- 
jects beyond  the  upper.  The  Bleak  is  about  7in. 
long  when  full  grown. 

{To  he  continued.) 


CHRISTMAS  AND  NEW  YEAR  HOLIDAY 
ARRANGEMENTS,  1902. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  announce  that  in 
addition  to  the  Tourist,  Fortnightly,  and  Friday  or 
Saturday  to  Monday  or  Tuesday  Tickets  to  the  East 
Coast  and  the  Norfolk  Broads  districts  (Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  Cromer,  Mundesley,  Southend,  Clacton, 
Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixstowe, 
Aldebureh,  Southwold,  Hunstanton,  etc.),  which  are 
issued  from  Liverpool  -  street  and  their  other 
London  and  suburban  stations,  there  will  be  Special 


Excursion  Bookings  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  24,  to 
most  of  the  above  stations ;    also  to  Norwich, 
Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn,  Fakenham,  Colchester, 
Ipswich,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  Diss,  Woodbridge, 
Beccles,  Newmarket,  Wells,  and  other  places  in  the 
Eastern  Counties  ;  also  via  the  Cathedral  route  to 
Spalding,  Lincoln,  Edwinstowe,  Chesterfield,  Hull, 
Sheffield,  Huddersfield,  Manchester,  York,  Leeds, 
Scarborough,  Bradford,  Wakefield,  Durham,  New- 
castle, and  other  stations  in  the  Northern  Counties  ; 
also  on  Dec.  24  and  31  cheap  bookings  to  Darlington, 
Newcastle,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  etc.  Cheap 
Saturday  to  Monday  Tickets  are  issued  by 
all  trains  to  most  of  the  country  stations 
in  the  Eastern  Counties  every  Saturday. 
Tickets  (ordinary  excursion,  etc.)  can  be 
obtained  in  advance  at  Liverpool-street 
j^^y     Station;  at  the  Great  Eastern  American 
Rendezvous,  2,  Cockspur-street,  S.W.  ;  and 
at  the  Company's  various  City,  West  End, 
a  and  other  booking  offices.    Relieving  trains 

j^v  will  precede  some  of  the  trains  to  Colchester, 

^^k.  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft,  Nor- 
wich,  Cambridge,  Lynn,  etc.,  on  Dec.  24. 
On  Wednesday,  Dec.  24,  special  trains  will 
leave  Liverpool-street  at  8.10  a.m.  for 
Colchester,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  etc.  ;  at 
8.57  a.m.  for  Cambridge,  Ely,  Brandon, 
Norwich,  etc. ;  at  1.30  p.m.  for  Colchester, 
Clacton,  Ipswich,  Norwich,  Cromer,  Beccles, 
Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft;  at  7.12  p.m.  for 
Ipswich,  Beccles,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Diss, 
Norwich,  etc.  ;  at  9.25  p.m.  for  Southend, 
Colchester,  Ipswich,  etc.  ;  and  for  the  accom- 
modation of  those  detained  at  business  until 
late  in  the  evening  Midnight  Trains  will  leave 
Liverpool-street  at  12.20  for  Cambridge,  Norwich, 
Fakenham,  and  Wells  ;  at  12.25  for  Yarmouth  and 
Lowestoft  [via  Ipswich) ;  and  at  12.35  for  Colchester, 
Clacton-on-Sea,  Ipswich,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  and 
Norwich,  all  calling  at  the  principal  intermediate 
stations.  On  Christmas  Day  trains  will  run  as  on 
Sundays,  with  certain  additions.  Relieving  trains 
will  precede  some  of  the  morning  trains.  Special 
Trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  at  5.8  a.m. 
to  Ipswich,  and  at  9.4  a.m.  to  Yarmouth  and 
Lowestoft  {via  Ipswich),  both  calling  at  the  prin- 
cipal intermediate  stations  ;  special  trains  will  also 
be  run  on  many  of  the  Branch  Lines  in  connection 
with  trains  to  and  from  London.  On  Boxing  Day, 
26th,  and  Saturday,  27th,  the  train  services  will  be 
considerably  altered  ;  additional  evening  trains  will 
be  run  from  coxmtry  stations  to  London.  Senders 
of  Christmas  hampers  and  parcels  are  requested  to 
fasten  the  address  to  each  package  securely,  and  as 
an  additional  precaution  against  loss  and  delay  are 
recommended  to  put  another  address  of  the  con- 
signee inside  each  package,  also  the  name  and 
address  of  the  sender. 


SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM 
RAILWAY. 

The  following  arrangements  have  been  made  by 
the  South-Eastern  and  Chatham  Railway,  namely, 
on  Wednesday,  Dec.  24,  a  fast  late  train  to  Chatham, 
Sittingbourne,  Faversham,  AVhitstable,  Heme  Bay, 
Birchington,  Westgate,  Margate,  Broadstairs,  Rams- 
gate,  Canterbury,  Deal,  and  Dover,  leaving  Victoria 
12.0  midnight  and  Holborn  11.55  p.m.  A  fast  late 
train  to  Chislehurst,  Sevenoaks,  Tunbridge  Wells, 
St.  Leonards,  Hastings,  Ashford,  Canterbury, 
Ramsgate,  Margate,  Folkestone,  and  Dover,  leaving 
Charing  Cross  at  12.55  a.m.,  Waterloo  12.59  a.m.. 
Cannon-street  1.5  a.m.,  London  Bridge  1.10  a.m., 
and  New  Cross  1.18  a.m.  Third  class  cheap  return 
tickets  to  Tunbridge  Wells,  St.  Leonards,  Hastings, 
Canterbury,  Whitstable,  Heme  Bay,  Birchington, 
Westgate,  Margate,  Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Sand- 
wich, Deal,  Walmer,  Dover,  Folkestone,  Shorncliffe, 
I  Hythe,  Sandgate,  and  New  Romney  (Littlestone- 
,  on-Sea),  will  be  issued  from  London  by  certain 
I  trains  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  24,  availablefor  the  re- 
turn journey  up  to  and  including  Monday,  Dec.  29. 

.    LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 
The  London  and  North- Western  Railway  Company 
announce  that  the  ticket  offices  at  Euston,  Broad- 
street,  Victoria  (Pimlico),  Kensington,  and  Willesden 
Junction  will  be  open  throughout  the  day  to 
Wednesday,  Dec.  24,  inclusive,  so  that  passengers 
\    wishing  to  obtain  tickets  can  do  so  at  any  time  of 
the  day  prior  to  the  starting  of  the  trains.  Tickets, 
dated  to  suit  the  convenience  of  passengers,  can 
also  be  obtained  at  any  time  (Sundays  and  Bank 
Holiday  excepted)  at  the  town  receiving  offices  of  the 
I    company.    Wednesday,  Dec.  24. — A  special  express 
'.    train  will  leave  Euston  at  12.0  noon  for  Birmingham, 
i    calling  at  Willesden  and  Coventry  only.    A  special 
,    dining-car  express   train   will   leave    Euston  at 
,    4.10  p.m.,  conveying  passengers  for  Welshpool, 
,    Rhyl,  Bangor,  and  Blackpool.  A  special  express  train 
>    will  leave  Euston  at  4.25  p.m.  for  Birmingham  and 
'    Wolverhampton,  calling  at  Northampton,  Coventry, 
I    and  Dudley  Port  only.    The  12.0  night  train  from 


Euston,  due  at  Warrington  5.15  a.m.  on  Christmas 
Day  (Dec.  25),  will  be  extended  from  Warrington 
to  Preston.  Several  of  the  residential  trains  will  be 
discontinued  on  this  date.  Christmas  Day  (Dec.  25). 
— On  Christmas  Day  the  trains  will  be  run  as  on 
Sundays,  with  some  exceptions  and  additions. 
Friday,  Bank  Holiday  (Dec.  26)  and  Saturday 
(Dec.  27).  — Several  of  the  residential  morning 
and  evening  trains  will  be  su.spended  on  these 
dates,  and  some  of  the  main  line  express 
trains  will  also  be  discontinued.  Special  Ex- 
cursion Tickets  will  be  issued  from  Euston, 
Broad-street,  Kensington  (Addison-road),  Wool- 
wich, Willesden  Junction,  and  other  London 
stations.  On  Wednesday,  Doc.  24. — To  Birming- 
ham, Coventry,  Dudley,  Dudley  Port,  Kenilworth, 
Leamington,  Northampton,  Walsall,  Warwick, 
Wednesbury,  Wolverhampton,  etc.,  returning  on 
Dec.  27,  28,  or  29,  or  on  Jan.  1.  To  Aber- 
dovey,  Aberystwyth,  Barmouth,  Berth,  Builth 
Wells,  Criccieth,  Dolgelly,  Ellesmere,  Harlech, 
Llanidloes,  Newtown,  Oswestry,  Portmadoc,  Pwll- 
heli, Rhayader,  Shrewsbury,  Towyn,  Wellington, 
Welshpool,  Wrexham,  etc.,  returning  Dec.  27  or  29, 
or  on  Jan.  1.  To  Abergavenny,  Carmarthen, 
Craven  Arms,  Hereford,  Llandrindod  Wells, 
Llangammarch  Wells,  Llanwrtyd  Wells,  Mer- 
thyr,  Swansea,  etc.,  returning  Dec.  27  or  29, 
or  on  Jan.  1.  On  Wednesday  Night,  Dec.  24. — To 
Liverpool,  Manchester,  Stockport,  and  Warrington, 
returning  Dec.  26,  27,  28,  29,  and  on  Jan.  1.  To 
Ashton,  Crewe,  Lichfield,  Macclesfield,  Nuneaton, 
Oldham,  Rugby,  Stafford,  Stalybridge,  Stoke-on- 
Trent,  and  Tamworth,  returning  Dec.  27,  28,  or  29, 
or  on  Jan.  1.  On  Wednesday  Night,  Dec.  24,  for 
4,  5,  7  and  16  days,  and  Dec.  31,  for  4, 
7,  and  16  days.  —  To  Carlisle,  Edinburgh, 
Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  Arbroath,  Ayr,  Balloch,  Bal- 
later,  Banff,  Brechin,  Buckie,  Callander,  Castle 
Douglas,  Crieff,  Cruden  Bay,  Dufftown,  Dumbarton, 
Dumfries,  Dundee,  Dunkeld,  Elgin,  Forfar,  Forres, 
Fort  William,  Gourock,  Grantown,  Greenock, 
Huntly,  Inverness,  Keith,  Kirkcudbright,  Loch 
Awe,  Moffat,  Montrose,  Nairn,  Newton  Stewart, 
Oban,  Peebles,  Perth,  Stirling,  Stonehaven,  Stran- 
raer, Strathpeffer,  Whithorn,  Wigtown,  and  other 
places  in  Scotland.  For  times,  fares,  and  full 
particulars,  see  bills,  which  can  be  obtained  at  the 
stations  and  parcels  receiving  offices. 


GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 

The  Great  Western  Railway  Company  issue 
tickets  at  their  principal  City  and  West  End  offices, 
and  this  arrangement  cannot  fail  to  be  a  boon  to 
those  travellers  who  desire  to  avoid  the  trouble  of 
obtaining  tickets  at  a  crowded  railway  station, 
particularly  at  holiday  times.  Ordinary  tickets 
obtained  in  London  between  Dec.  18  and  24  will  be 
available  for  use  on  any  day  between  and  including 
those  days.  On  Dec.  24  (night)  Cheap  Excursions 
will  be  run  from  Paddington,  Clapham  Junction, 
Kensington  (Addison  Roadj,  Hammersmith,  etc., 
to  Swindon,  Gloucester,  Cheltenham,  Cardiff, 
Swansea,  Llanelly,  Carmarthen,  New  Milford, 
Bath,  Bristol,  Weston-super-Mare,  Exeter,  Torquay, 
Plymouth,  Falmouth,  Penzance,  etc.,  returning 
Dec.  28  or  29  ;  also  on  Dec.  24,  to  Savernake, 
Devizes,  Frome,  Yeovil,  Bridport,  Weymouth, 
Portland,  Minehead,  Wellington,  Tiverton,  etc., 
returning  on  Dec.  29  ;  and  on  Wednesday  Night, 
Dec.  24,  to  Evesham,  Worcester,  Hereford,  etc., 
returning  Dec.  28  or  29  ;  to  Oxford,  Leamington, 
Birmingham,  Shrewsbury,  etc.,  returning  Dec.  27, 
28,  29,  or  Jan.  1  ;  and  to  Chester,  Birkenhead,  and 
Liverpool,  returning  Dec.  26,  27,  28,  29,  or  Jan.  1. 
To  meet  the  expected  additional  traffic,  the  Com- 
pany will  run  several  ordinary  trains  in  duplicate 
on  the  week-days  immediately  preceding  Christmas, 
but  on  the  Bank  Holiday  several  of  the  up  and 
down  expresses  will  not  run,  and  there  will  be 
other  minor  alterations  in  the  services.  On  Wednes- 
day, Dec.  24,  the  6.25  p.m.  from  Paddington  to 
Plymouth  will  be  extended  to  Falmouth  and  Pen- 
zance, and  the  12.0  midnight  from  Paddington 
will  convey  passengers  to  the  Kingsbridge,  Wade- 
bridge,  Fowey,  and  Newquay  branches.  A  special 
train  will  leave  Paddington  at  1.0  night  for  Reading, 
Swindon,  Bath,  Bristol,  Exeter,  Gloucester,  Chel- 
tenham, Newport,  Cardiff,  Swansea,  etc.  On 
Christmas  morning  the  usual  Sunday  service  of 
trains  will  run,  and  special  trains  will  leave  Padding- 
ton at  5.30  a.m.  for  Reading,  Swindon,  Gloucester, 
Cheltenham,  Hereford,  Cardiff,  Swansea,  Bath, 
Bristol,  Weston-super-Mare,  Exeter,  Torquay,  Ply- 
mouth, Penzance,  Frome,  Yeovil,  Dorchester,  Wey- 
mouth, etc.  ;  and  at  5.35  a.m.  for  Reading,  Oxford, 
Worcester,  Malvern,  Kidderminster,  Banbury, 
Leamington,  Birmingham,  Wolverhampton,  etc. 
To  meet  the  extraordinary  demands  upon  the  Com- 
pany's resources  occasioned  by  the  enormous  parcel 
traffic  despatched  both  from  and  to  London  at 
Christmas  time,  special  fast  trains  carrying  parcels 
only  will  rim  between  the  principal  stations. 
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WARM  WITHOUT  WEIGHT.     PROOF  WITHOUT  HEAT. 

It  is  impossible  to  speak  too  highly  of  the 
advantages  of  the  SLIP-ON,  its  weather-proof 
qualities  are  incontestable.  It  will  keep  out 
drenching  and  continuous  rain  without  adding 
the  slightest  unnatural  heat. 

May  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest  weather 
with  equal  comfort.  Formed  to  obviate  the 
possibility  of  any  tie  or  drag,  the  fitting  is 
equally  good  with  or  without  undercoat. 

"  A  year  or  two  ago  you  supplied  me  with  a  Slip-on 
Gabardine,  the  most  perfect  and  most  waterproof 
shooting  and  fishing  coat  I  have  had." — 

B.  W.  GOTHAM,  Springfield,  Prescot. 

"  I  have  been  well  satisfied  with  the  coat,  and  have 
worn  it  in  jungle  through  the  heaviest  downpours  (and 
I  can  tell  you  it  does  rain  here)  without  getting  wet 
underneath  either  by  rain  or  perspiration." — 

C.  F.  S.  BAKER,  Man  Kulam,  Ceylon. 

17/12/01. 

"  The  day  turned  out  the  wettest  it  has  been  my  lot  to 
be  out  on.    I  remained  quite  dry." 

R.  H.  BENSON,  Walton,  Wakefield. 


BURBERRYS, 


30  &  31,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON; 
AND  BASINGSTOKE. 


P.  D.  MALLOGH, 

High=class  Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 


One  of  the  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST-CLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Great  Britain. 
Terx   Gold    and    Px>ize   IMIedskls  Aw£i,x>ded. 


Telegrams-"  MALLOCH,  PERTH."  Telephone— No.  31. 

Illustrated  ^rice  lAst  free  on  application. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Fish : — 
Trout,  Salmon,  Grayling:,  Char,   Bass,   5unfish,    Pike,  Perch,   Roach,  Dace,  Tench, 
Qolden  Orfe,  Golden  Tench,  Goldfish,  Bels,  Crayfish,  Gudgeon,  Minnows,  Burbot,  &c. 

Guaranteed  Safe  Delivery  in  Perfection  Carriers. 

A Iho  Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Tanks,  Pish-food,  Apparatus,  and  Advice.  Large 
Crops  of  Rainbows  and  Carp  yearlings.    Grayling  limited. 

Address-       TJEIOIVIAS  FORI>, 
IVIstnor*     Fialiex>y,     Cstlstox*,  I!jinoolnsli.lx>e. 
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FOURTH    EDITION    NOW  READY. 


DOMESTICATED  TROUT  :  How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them, 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE.     Grown  8vo.,  12.^. 


tondon  :  .SAMPSON  I/iW,  .MAESTON  &  COMPANY,  J,td.,  St.  Dmistan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  B.C. 


Stock  Your  Lakes  .  . 

With  RAINBOW  TROUT 

And  Your  Rivers  .  . 


With     BROWN  TROUT 

Consult  a  Practical  Man  before  Stocking  witti  eitiier. 


Form  Lakes  and  Ponds 


WHEREVER  THE  WATER  SUPPLY  IS  SUFFICIENT, 

AND  REDDS  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THEM. 

Consult  a  Practical  Man  before  Forming  either. 


TROUT  FARMING 

ON  MOST  MODERN  AND  THOROUGHLY  PRACTICAL  LINES. 


WRITE  OR  VISIT 

MR.  EDGAR  VALENTINE  GORRIE 

The  River  Itchen  Trout  Breeding  Establisliment, 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Fen   District  (South  Lines   and    Cambs). — 

Angling  has  been  very  quiet  this  week,  although 
the  condition  of  the  water  has  improved  so  much 
that  roach  fishing  deseives  some  attention.  The 
principal  captiu-es  have  been  made  among  them 
with  the  dew  worm,  and  I  hear  pike  fishing  is  like- 
wise attractive.  Many  fish  are  in  the  Forty-foot 
about  BiUingborough,  and  these  should  have  atten- 
tion at  holiday  times.  About  Swineshead  and 
Hubbert's  Bridge,  on  the  South  Forty-foot,  the 
water  gives  capital  promise  for  sport  in  the  holidays. 
No  doubt  Stonea  and  Surfleet  will  have  their  quota 
of  visitors  at  the  end  of  the  week. — Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  river  has  been  flushed, 
and  shovild  be  in  good  order  for  the  holidays.  Given 
calm  weather  roach  fishing  ought  to  look  up  now  in 
the  higher  reaches,  as  there  are  some  splendid  fish 
in  the  Broxbourne,  Rye  House,  and  Hertford  dis- 
tricts. Some  nice  roach  have  been  caught  since  I 
last  wrote,  also  a  bream  of  21b.  7|oz.,  landed  in  the 
Rye  House  waters.  Mr.  Godfrey  has  caught  three 
pike  averaging  nearlj'  01b.  each  at  Broxbom-ne,  and 
some  perch  have  been  had  at  this  station.  Now  is 
the  time  to  fish  the  holes  in  the  Beane  for  its  big 
dace,  baiting  with  red  worm  and  gentles,  while  the 
Start  should  be  worth  a  visit  for  roach. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Lugfg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  still  running  on  the  high  side,  but  they 
are  gone  down  considerably  from  what  they  were 
last  week,  when  they  were  high  and  muddy.  They 
are  also  clearing  nicely,  and  if  we  get  anything  like 
settled  weather,  which  we  have  had  the  last  few 
days,  sunshine  and  warm  winds,  there  is  every 
prospect  of  anglers  being  able  to  get  on  the  rivers 
and  use  the  fly  for  a  few  hours  during  midday  after 
Christmas  Day,  and  some  good  sport  should  be  had. 
A  few  days  of  sharp  frost  would  greatly  improve 
matters. —  wynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Eingsland). — 
Rivers  have  only  a  very  slight  stain  and  have  sunk 
considerably.  Should  present  fine  weather  continue 
they  will  be  fishable  (though  still  on  the  high  side) 
by  the  time  these  lines  are  in  print,  and  should  be 
in  fair  order  for  the  holidays — using  sink  and  draw, 
swimming  worm  and  maggot.  Glass  fairly  high, 
inclined  to  rise.  Wmd  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
west. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  weather  in  this  neighbourhood  still 
continues  very  mild  and  open  for  the  time  of  year, 
in  fact,  it  is  at  present  more  like  April  than 
Christmas  week.  The  showers  of  rain  still  continue, 
but  are  not  so  frequent  or  of  such  long  duration,  so 
that  the  rivers  are  not  at  all  affected  by  them,  but 
are  gradually  getting  into  condition  with  every 
pro.spect  at  present,  as  far  as  angling  is  concerned, 
of  a  favoiu'able  time  during  the  Christmas  holidays 
for  those  inclined  that  way  to  enjoy  their  favourite 

sport.  V  YKNWY. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chicliester  Canal. — Since 
my  last  letter  the  weather  has  changed  for  the 
better  and  is  looking  more  settled.  During  the 
bright  days  a  few  anglers  visited  Chichester  canal, 
and  found  the  water  in  excellent  condition.  A  few 
small  bream  were  taken  in  the  Donnington  district, 
and  a  pike  of  5^1b.  below  Himston.  Rivers  are 
fining  down,  and  as  the  tidal  waters  .soon  recover 
there  is  a  prospect  of  sport  during  the  holidays.  I 
wish  our  readers  a  happy  Christmas,  fine  weather, 
and  good  sport. — Gkoroe  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 
running  high  and  nuiddy  and  quite  out  of  order  for 
some  days,  but  it  has  now  gone  down  and  is  clearing 
nicely.  The  weather  has  been  very  mild  and  not  at 
all  seasonable,  with  bright  sunshiny  days  followed 
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by  a  few  showers  of  rain  and  a  strong  wind.  The 
water  is  still  on  the  high  side  and  .stained,  but  in  a 
few  days  it  shoukl  bo  in  good  order  again  for 
angling.  It  is  suitable  at  present  for  worm,  maggot, 
and  grasshopper^  and  sport  could  be  had  in  the  deep 
water.  If  we  get  no  more  rain  the  water  will  be 
suitable  by  Friday  (Dec.  20)  for  fly,  when  the  best 
flies  to  use  will  be  Red  Tag,  Hare's  Ear,  Green 
Insect,  Whirling  Blue  and  Silver  Twisted  Blue; 
grayling  should  be  landed  between  11  a.m.  and 
2  p.m.,  which  is  the  be-it  time  for  fishing.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  running  stained, 
and  fishing  in  them  is  at  a  standstill.  In  a  few 
days  they  will  clear  and  be  in  order. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  part  the  water  has  been 
high  and  muddy,  and  quite  out  of  order  for  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  better — warm,  with  bright 
sunshine  during  the  day,  followed  by  rain  and  strong 
winds  at  night ;  but  the  weather  is  now  more 
settled,  and  the  water  is  going  down  and  clearing 
quickly.  There  is  a  prospect,  if  the  weather  holds, 
of  some  sport  being  had  after  Christmas  day  with 
Red  Tag,  Red  Palmer,  Wliirling  Blue,  Green  Insect, 
and  Silver  Dun.  Little  prospect  of  sport  before 
then. — VVoRC'KSjER. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lines). — Sport 
has  been  of  a  good  character  this  week,  but  few 
people  were  down  on  Satvn-day  to  enjoy  it.  The 
best  sport  ainong  roach  are  to  hand  from  the  Sincil 
D>  ke,  and  also  from  the  old  Barling's  Eau.  If  any- 
thing Sincil  Dyke  patrons  have  done  the  best, 
mostly  with  the  tail  end  of  a  dew  worm.  This  bait 
is  a  rare  killer  in  this  weather,  and  a  good  many 
fish  have  run  up  towards  l.Hb.  The  best  fish  have 
been  taken  near  Five  Mile  House  Station.  Some 
nice  lots  have  been  taken  also  near  Bardney  Railway 
Bridge.  Pike  fishing  has  been  fairly  merry,  but  no 
big  fish  are  reported,  though  bags  have  had  better 
specimens  than  hitherto.  Fish  up  to  51b.  have 
fallen  to  live  bait.  The  Witham  at  this  time  is  in 
capital  condition,  but  continued  rain  suggests  a 
further  rise.  Visitors  will  do  well  to  confine  their 
efforts  to  drain  ends  with  worm.  There  is  not  m\ich 
news  from  Boston. — Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Onse,  etc. 
(Torks). — During  the  past  week  the  weather  has 
been  very  changeable,  and  as  far  as  angling  is  con- 
cerned it  has  been  almost  a  blank,  owing  to  the 
West  Riding  rivers  being  bank  full  up  to  Friday 
last  (Dec.  19).  However,  the  atmosphere  changed 
on  Dec.  20  and  21  the  wind  having  turned 
to  north-west,  and  the  temperature  being  much 
milder  has  enabled  the  Wharfe,  Aire,  Nidd,  and 
Derwent  to  ru^n  down  considerably.  The  upper 
reaches  of  the  first-named  river  have  been  poorly 
patronised  in  the  district  of  Appletreewick,  Barden, 
Burnsall,  and  Bolton  Woods,  those  anglers  who 
have  turned  out  having  met  with  poor  results. 
The  same  remark  may  be  said  of  the  Ilkley  and 
Ben  Rhydding  lengths.  Sport  has  been  of  a  meagre 
character.  At  Otley,  Poole,  and  Harewood  Bridge 
scarcely  a  follower  of  the  gentle  art  has  been  seen 
out.  Between  Harewood  and  Woodhall  a  few  rods 
have  been  out.  On  Dec.  20  a  few  pike  fishers 
were  out,  and  considering  the  high  state  of  the  water 
sport  was  very  fair,  the  best  catches  being  made  by 
Messrs.  Grassham,  Columbine  and  Brown,  the 
heaviest  fish  weighuig  about  51b.  Nothing  has 
been  done  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Wharfe  in  the 
districts  of  Boston  Spa,  Newton  Kyme,  Tadcaster, 
and  Ulleskelf,  owing  to  the  river  being  high  from 
the  recent  floods.  Reports  from  the  river  Nidd  are 
very  poor ;  most  of  my  correspondents  say  there 
has  been  no  fishing  in  the  upper  reaches  owing  to 
the  water  being  highly  coloured.  Very  few  rods 
have  turned  out  on  the  Knaresboro'  or  Harrogate 
Clubs'  water  lately.  The  Derwent  has  been  little 
fished  at  Yeddingham,  Knapton,  Malton  and  Castle 
Howard ;  the  water  has  been  high  and  coloured, 
but  is  now  fining  down  quickly.  Pike  fishing  has 
been  followed  with  fair  success  in  the  reservoir 
lakes  and  canals.  On  Saturday  (Dec.  20)  several 
members  of  the  York  Angling  Association  visited  the 
Pocklington  Canal ;  sport  was  good  ;  several  good- 
sized  fish  were  landed,  the  heaviest  weighing  close 
upon  151b.,  the  best  catches  being  made  by  Messrs. 
Helliwell,  Burniston,  and  Welburn,  Speaking 
of  pike  fishing,  several  readers  of  my  notes  have 
written  me  where  one  can  get  good  piking.  I  have 
very  great  pleasure  to  inform  them  that  anyone  who 
cares  to  make  a  long  journey  can  fish  the  Pocklington 


Gratlinq  Flies  on  gut,  hair,  or  eyed  hooks,  28.  per  dozen. 
Selections  made  for  any  waier  in  the  kingdom.  All  patterns 
sent  out  are  proved  killers  by  J.  E.  Miller,  who  has  had  over 
thiity  years'  practical  experience.  Sample  dozen  flies  sent  on 
receipt  of  2s.  Fly  dressing  material — wings,  hackles,  silks,  etc. 
Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers'  requirements. 
Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins.  Larye  stock 
of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and  Widgeon 
feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  quality,  2d.  per 
dozen  ;  eyed,  4d.  per  dozen.  Host  I  apered  horsehair  casts,  Is. 
each,  tested.  IJest  tapered  f;ul  casts,  Is.  each.  Fly  makers' 
tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnisli,  etc. — J.  E.  Millkk  (Telephone 
2601),  Noi-thein  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 
Telegrams:  "Piscator,  Leeds.' 
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Canal  on  payment  of  .5s.  per  day  ;  tickets  can  bo  had 
from  Mr.  J.  Welburn,  20  Garden-street,  Groves, 
York,  who  is  most  willing  to  give  all  information. 
At  the  present  time  all  the  Yorkshire  rivers  are  fast 
clearing,  and  if  the  weather  only  keeps  decent  good 
baskets  of  fish  should  be  made  during  the  festive 
season.  The  best  baits  are,  foi-  grayling,  roach,  and 
dace,  the  little  cockspur  worm,  and  for  pike  the 
''  Harrogate  Spinner,"  or  preserved  roach,  dace,  or 
gudgeon  fished  on  the  "Chapman  Spinner."  Pros- 
pects as  I  write  are  good,  and  I  hope  all  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  will  not  only  have  good  sport  but  a 
very  jolly  festive  week,  wishing  one  and  all  the 
Compliments  of  the  Season. — John  E.  Milleh, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Fier). — Dec.  22. — North-west  winds 
have  prevailed  throughout  the  last  few  days, 
rendering  the  water  very  thick  upon  the  ebb  tide, 
yet  general  fishing  results  have  been  fairly  satis- 
factory. On  Wednesday  (Dec.  17)  the  whiting  took 
both  lug  and  sprat  freely,  and  a  nice  cod  of  9.Jlb. 
was  taken  upon  sprat  bait  by  Mr.  Mercer,  several 
codling  also  coming  to  hand.  Thursday  (Dec.  18) 
provided  very  fair  sport  with  whiting  and  large 
dabs,  Mr.  Hambling,  who  paid  a  flying  visit  on  that 
day,  taking  home  with  him  a  nice  mixed  bag,  and 
all  round  takes  panning  out  well.  Friday  ^Dec.  19) 
witnessed  good  results  upon  the  morning  tide,  which 
rose  to  an  unusual  height,  quite  submerging  the 
fishing  deck,  but  the  afternoon  and  evening's  catches 
were  poor.  Saturday  (Dec.  20)  proved  bright  and 
pleasant,  and  a  large  number  of  very  fine  dabs, 
whiting,  and  codling  were  landed  throughout  the 
day,  and  also  late  into  the  hours  of  night.  The 
water  on  Dec.  21  was  very  much  discoloured,  still 
the  fish  took  the  baits  freely  in  the  morning,  but 
afternoon  sport  was  not  at  all  liv'ely.  Visiting  anglers 
who  anticipate  spending  their  forthcoming  holidays 
here  may  rationally  expect  to  find  local  fishing  quite 
up  to  theirexpectations. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards. — Better  sport  has 
been  obtained  during  the  last  few  days.  Sea  going 
down ;  boats  were  able  to  get  off  on  Dec.  18,  and 
done  fairly  well  with  whiting  and  cod.  On  Dec.  19 
no  boats  out  owing  to  heavy  swell.  On  Dec.  20  a 
large  number  of  sprat  brought  in.  Several  anglers 
had  good  takes  from  boats.  Piers  have  been  doing 
very  well,  and  several  members  of  the  Hastings 
Angling  Association  had  some  good  takes  of  flat 
fish  from  harbour  works.  Dec.  21,  calm,  rather 
dull,  but  otherwise  fine.  Good  sport  ought  to  be 
obtained  during  the  holidays. — A. 


MEETINQS. 


British  Sea  Anglers'  Society— 

On  Wednesday  (Dec.  17)  this  society  held  a 
microscopical  evening  (Mr.  Croft  Handley  in  the 
chair),  and  succeeded  in  bringing  together  a  large 
number  of  fine  instruments,  brought  and  attended 
to  exclusively  by  members  of  the  society,  among 
whom  were  to  be  found  the  chairman  (Mr.  Croft- 
Handley),  who,  with  Mr.  Summers  as  representing 
the  entertainment  committee,  arranged  and 
superintended  the  show,  assisted  bv  Messrs.  E.  E. 
Hill,  J.  H.  Coste,  F.  W.  Norman,"^  R.  I.  Sowter, 
C.  O.  Minchin,  J.  Pickup,  Geo.  Wheeler,  and 
A.  W.  Parker.  The  slides  were  of  course  selected 
with  special  reference  to  the  objects  of  the 
society,  of  the  sea  fishing  ;  the  circulation  of  the 
blood  in  the  tail  of  a  fish  was  capitally  rendered  ; 
oyster  spat ;  scales  in  numbers,  those  of  the  eel 
especially  ;  marine  algae  ;  echinous  spines  ;  young 
shrimps  ;  sections  of  sponge  :  intestines,  mesone- 
phros,  and  testes  of  dog-fi.sh ;  the  lancelet,  show 
ing  vortex  indraught  through  the  mouth 
caused  by  the  lashing  of  cilia  lining  the  mouth 
and  gill  chamber,  also  sections  through  pha- 
rynx and  ovary  ;  the  lamprey,  through  head 
and  body ;  sole  .skin ;  scales  of  grey  mullet 
and  boar- fish  ;  body  of  young  whiting,  showing 
structure  of  skin ;  young  gobies,  Niger,  just 
hatched,  and  some  charming  polariscope 
effects  by  Mr.  Sowter.  Two  long  tables  in  the 
society's  rooms  were  thronged  by  the  curious, 
but  the  business  of  the  ordinary  meeting  was 
carried  on  nevertheless — reports  from  agents  and 
members  and  discussion  upon  matters  concerning 
the  sport,  the  late  competition,  and  the  society's 
affairs  filling  up  a  lively  evening. — H.  P. 

Great  Yarmouth  Piscatori.vl  Society — 

The  second  pike  match  of  1902-3  season  was 
fished  at  Barton  Broad  on  Thur.sday,  Dec.  4, 
with  the  following  result :  first,  Mr.  E.  Boning, 
five  fish,  34|lb.,  including  two  nice  fish  of  14ilb. 
and  1021b.  ;  second,  Mr.  P.  Arnold,  two  fish,  41b. 
Ten  members  entered  for  the  above  match,  but 
only  four  braved  the  gale  of  wind  and  snow 
squalls. — E.  B. 
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Messrs.  ANDREWS,  The  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Haslemere, 

Having  largely  increased  the  numbers  of  their  Stock  Fish  are  quoting  low  prices  for 


FROM  WILD  OR  DOMESTICATED  FISH.    See  also  advertisement  on  cover. 

Post  Free,  complete  with  Special  Trace, 

THE  NEW  RUDDY  PIKE  PHANTOM 

IN    SOFT  RUBBER. 

This  most  Killing  Bait  for  Pike,  Perch,  &c.,  is  made  in  three  sizes, 
and  will  be  sent  post  free  as  follows:  3  in.  size,  2/6  ;  3 J  in.  size,  2/9  ; 
4  in.  size,  3/-  (larger  to  order).    The  prices  include  a  4  ft.  Combination 
Trace,  with  3  Swivels. 

To  be  had  only  of 

WM.  BROWN  &  CO.,  64,  GEORGE  STREET,  ABERDEEN. 

(^Original  Inventors  of  the  "  I'hantom,") 


TRACE  GIVEN  WITH  EACH  BAIT. 
Will  kill  Pike,  Salmon,  Trout,  Pereh,  Bass,  &e 


GRANT'S  MORELLA 
GHERRY  BRANDY 

Is  the  most  Delicious  Liqueur  in  the  World. 

It  is  in  great  request  for  the  flask  by  Hunting  Men  and  Anglers.  Most 
comforting  in  damp  and  chilly  weather. 


Nice  with  Lemonade  or  Soda  Water. 


Sold  by  Wine  Merchants  and  at  Restaurants. 


"LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

Ad  Illustrated  French  Angling  Paper,  published  the  1st  and  15th  of  each  month. 

Annual  Subscription,  6s.  6d. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Directors — Wters  Freres,30,  Quai  de  Louvre,  Paris 


THE  SPECKLED 
BROOK  TROUT 

Edited  and  Illustrated  by 

LOUIS  RHEAD. 
X6/-  net. 


London  : 

Sampson  Low,  ilARSTOs  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
St.  Dnnstaii's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


RUN  NO  RISK 


THE  WORST  COUGH 


peaps' 
Soap 

Specially  recommencled  to 
ANGLERS 


BY  THE 


FISHING  GAZETTE 


CISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


LEE  MUSSEL  BAIT 

(For  SPINNING  or  TROLLING), 

Made  in  Shell  or  German  Silver,  spin 
perfectly,  and  resemble  fish  whose  bright 
colouring  render  them  very  deadly  to 
Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  and  sea  fish. 


Supplied  by  all  Tackle  Dealers,  and  wholesale  hy 
Sam.  ALLCOOK  &  Co.  and  T.  H.  Lek,  4,  Elm  Grove, 
Peckham,  S.E.    Large  size,  1/6  ;  small,  1/3. 


HOLLAND'S 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS. 

Specialities : 
Trammels,  Drags.  Shoe< , 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS. 


FLOATING 


Prices 


application. 


Fisheries  laid  out  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate. 
40  years'  experience. 


FLIES  ■  doz. 


Cash  tvith  order.      29.  THE  SQUARE.  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 


P]7ice   3s.  6cl. 


LYRA  PISCATORIA, 

Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing,  and  Fishermen. 

By  COTSWOLD  ISYS,  M.A., 

Author  of  "Handy  Guide  to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  and  Hon.  Member  of  the  Fly-Fishers' Club. 


London:    SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  AND  COMPANY,  Limited. 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 


J^eiv    Work  by  '^The  Amateur  Angler." 

NOW  READY. 


Uniform  with  "An  Old  Man's  Holiday."    With  several  Illustrations,  to  sell  for 
2/6  net ;  also  a  Special  Edition  of  250  copies  for  England  and  America, 
printed  on  hand-made  paper,  to  sell  for  6/-  net. 

DOVE  DALE 
REVISITED 

BY  "  THE  AMATEUR  ANCLER  " 

TOGETHER   WITH  OTHER 

ANGLING  and  HOLIDAY  SKETCHES. 


1.  Dove  Dale  Revisited. 

2.  —      Do.        do.  [Horse. 

3.  "-In  the  Vale  of  the  White 

4.  — -A  Day  on  the  Teme. 

5.  — A  Morning  Drive  and  an 

Evening  Walk. 


6.  — In  the  Golden  Valley. 

7.  — Hunting  for  Fishing-. 

8.  — A  Day  on  the  Lea. 

9.  — Fishing  in  the  Isle  of 

Wight. 


LONDON:   SAMPSON   LOW,  MARSTON   k   CO.,  LIMITED, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 
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The  earth  is  full  of  Thy  riches. 

So  is  the  great  and  wide  sen, 

Wherein  are  creeping  things  innumerable. 

— King  David. 

Some  people  oat  fish  at  Christmas  time  in  spite 
of  the  imwritten  law  which  decrees  that  roast  beef, 
turkey,  and  plum  pudding  sliall  be  the  only  fai'e. 
To  those  who  do  eat  fish  I  commend  an  article  in 
the  Sporting  Times  of  Deo.  20,  in  wliicli  "  The  New 
Broom  "  almost  makes  a  clean  sweep  of  dovourors 
of  so-called  '"whitebait."  Catchers  of  whitebait, 
as  this  article  points  out,  really  massacre  the  inno- 
cents— immature  fish  which  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
grow  and  give  sport  to  anglers  and  food  for  hungry 
mouths.  1  ot  cut  off  in  infancy  to  pander  to  mere 
whim. 

•  •  *  •  * 

The  Cumberland  County  Council  have  taken  the 
matter  up,  and  have  been  making  experiments  in 
the  Solway  witli  the  view  of  finding  out  the  damage 
done  by  prawn,  shrimp,  and  wliitebait  netters. 
The  result  so  obtained  is  quite  startling  as  regards 
whitebait.  Some  fifteen  thousand  of  these  diminu- 
tive specimens  were  caught,  sorted,  and  counted. 
The  result  came  out:  1477  soles,  582  plaice,  4300 
cod,  5  344  whiting,  160  skate,  37  dabs,  and  3107 
various  sea  fisli.  There  is  a  dish  of  whitebait  for 
you  !  The  whole  bag  of  tricks  would  have  been 
eaten  at  a  big  banquet.  It  is  appalling  to  think 
that  when  a  man  is  eating  a  dish  of  whitebait  he  is 
grinding  up  fish  which,  had  they  been  allowed  to 
grow,  would  have  stocked  a  shop.  Lovers  of  white- 
bait will  in  tlie  near  future  have  to  restrain  their 
appetites  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  at  large 
and  let  the  little  fishes  grow  into  something  of  use 
in  tlie  market.  The  question  is  one  much  larger 
than  it  appears  at  the  first  glance. 

*  •  •  *  • 

Queen  Elizabeth  would  have  dealt  with  this 
matter  in  a  forcible  way,  for  though  she  did  not 
belong  to  the  B.S.A.S.  she  wa5  a  good  friend  to  sea 
fishermen.  In  spite  of  the  Reformation  and  Catholic 
customs  falling  into  disuse,  good  Queen  Bess 
encouraged  the  eating  of  fish  on  Wednesdays  and 
Fridays,  so  that  fishermen  should  not  lose  the  sales 
they  had  enjoyed  on  fast  days.  Queen  Bess  also 
encouraged  Drake  and  otlier  anglers  to  make  a 
good  haul  of  Armadi  Espano. 


Oh  !  dearly  I  do  love  fishing,  I'll  own, 
In  frigid,  in  torrid  or  temperate  zone. 
In  spring,  in  summer  or  wintry  weather. 
Or  in  days  when  the  seasons  are  jumbled  together. 
If  the  winds  are  so  light  that  they  won't  lift  a 
feather. 

Or  so  sharp  that  they'd  pierce  through  a  doublet  of 
leather. 

Still  I  will  away  at  break  of  the  day, 
For  since  I  was  a  boy  I've  found  ["  fishing  "  and 
"  joy  "] 

Have  been  words  I  can  always  close  bracket  together 


The  Kent  and  Essex  Sea  Fisheries  Committee 
has  decided  to  send  a  deputation  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  in  order  to  try  and  stop  the  L.C.C.  depositing 
refuse  in  the  Barrow  Deeps,  which  is  within  their 
district.  It  seems  that  the  committee  by  its  bye- 
laws  has  a  right  to  prosecute  the  Council — the 
grievance  is  most  certainly  there. 


"  Geraint  "  does  well  when  in  the  Referee  he  dis- 
cusses the  great  water  question,  a  question  which,  like 
the  poor,  we  have  always  with  us,  even  at  Christmas- 
time. Very  forcibly  he  points  out  that  a  scanty 
water  supply  not  only  militates  against  the  health 
of  the  people  but  seriously  affects  their  pastimes 
and  sports,  for  you  can't  have  gardening,  cricket, 
or  even  angliiig  without  water,  and  the  depletion  of 
our  rivers,  brooks,  and  streams  is  a  matter  which 
must  be  seriously  taken  in  hand  by  our  legislators  if 
they  can  spare  time  from  dealing  with  Venezuela 
and  the  Education  Bill. 

*  *  *  *  * 

Says  "Geraint  "  :  "  It  makes  a  body  low  spirited 
— at  least,  it  does  me — to  see  what  is  happening  in 
the  parts  I  am  able  to  visit  now  and  then.  Round 
about  Newmarket  the  water-courses  seem  to  be 
almost  unnecessary.  I  can't  say  what  makes  the 
old  bourne,  or  something  of  that  character,  which 
runs  through  Moulton  and  Kontford,  and  crosses 
the  Thetford  road  not  far  from  the  Red  House,  a 
dry  gully  instead  of  a  running  stream  as  I  used  to 
know  it,  but  this  is  a  sample.  Of  course  I  under- 
stand that  tlie  ancient  bridges,  fine  examples  of 
very  Pearly  English  style,  were  not  ordinarily  re- 
quired to  be  of  so  extensive  a  scope  as  they  are,  or 
wore  (some  have  disappeared  quite  lately).  But 
while  in  flood  time  their  hump-back  spans  were 
none  too  wide,  there  almost  always,  except  in  a 


severe  drought,  was  some  sort  of  a  flow  under  the 
arches  to  justify  their  existence.  I  do  not  think 
that  in  two  years  I  have  seen  enough  water  to 
cover  the  top  of  your  boots  at  Moulton,  and  now 
at  Kontford  you  walk  dry  shod  by  the  side  of  the 
bridge. 

*  *  *  •  • 

'■  Trout  streams  down  in  Kent  are  disappearing  ; 
also  are  some  of  the  favo\n'ites  in  the  beautiful 
country  between  the  Great  Western  Railway  at 
Slough  and  over  to  the  London  and  North-Western 
line  Berkhampstead  way.  Some  of  the  Lea's 
tributaries  which  furnished  the  angler  good  sport 
are  scarcely  as  much  as  damp,  and  so  are  not  a  few 
of  the  pretty  pools  and  brooklets  fed  by  springs 
from  the  feet  of  the  South  Downs  in  Sussex.  All 
this  is  bad  for  the  angler,  and  lover  of  the  pic- 
tures(iue  also  who  does  not  fish  ;  but  what  about 
tho  inhabitants  whose  wells  go  dry  with  the 
streams  and  are  left  to  cart  and  buy  the  water 
necessary  for  existence  ?  The  water  companies 
keep  squeezing  our  Thames  so  that  he  haa  to  call 
on  all  his  dependents  to  be  prompt  in  their  contri- 
butions, and  at  that  can  do  little  more  than  honour 
the  drafts  on  him  as  they  are  presented.  As  is  our 
poor  good  old  Father's  state,  so  is  that  of  many 
contemporaries  about  the  country."  [All  this  is 
Siuily  and  seriously  true.  We  must  be  careful  with 
the  water.  "  Not  too  much,  please  !  That  will  do 
nicely."] 


A  BioGKAPHiCAL  Sketch. 
Tompkins  was  one  of  the  or'nary  sort. 
Neither  better  nor  worse  than  his  "pals," 
Jovial,  stout,  inclined  to  be  short 
And  uncommonly  fond  of  the  "gals." 

His  upa  and  downs  were  taken  all  roimd 
With  a  cool  dispassionate  mind. 
His  views  of  religion  somewliat  unsound. 
But  his  nature  was  genial  and  kind. 

If  he  wandered  astray  now  and  then  in  a  way, 
Well,  even  Saints  have  been  known  to  sin. 
He  stuck  to  his  work  though  he  dearly  lov'ed  play. 
And  took  jolly  good  care  of  his  "tin." 

His  heart  was  open  to  real  distress, 

His  purse  to  the  hungry  and  poor. 

The  widow  and  orphan  had  reason  to  bless 

Old  Tompkins  the  anti  pro-Boer. 

No  man  alive  could  more  highly  prize 
The  comforts  of  home  and  a  wife. 
His  children,  too,  were  fair  in  his  eyes 
Beyond  every  possession  in  life. 

Now  Tompkins  in  time  grew  hoary  and  old. 
And  his  steps  became  feeble  and  slow. 
His  pulse  beat  faintly,  his  body  felt  cold, 
And  his  loved  ones  knew  he  must  go. 

"Now  list  to  the  Parson,"  implored  his  wife. 
With  tears  quite  distressing  to  see. 
But  a  gurgling  whisper  ended  the  strife, 
"I'll  go  as  I  are,"  said  he. 

The  Recording  Angel  jotted  it  down 

With  a  smile  half  merged  in  a  frown. 

But  the  entry  read  ''  When  Tompkins  is  dead 

By  the  Master's  order — A  Crown!"  J.  J. 


"The  Mick"  took  part  in  a  competition  last 
week.  At  the  finish,  and  when  the  members,  suc- 
cessful and  otherwise,  were  packing  up,  he  shouted  : 
"Hold  on  now!  Have  you  got  everything  you've 
left  behind  ye  ?  "  and  when  everybody  "smole,"  he 
added,  "  Yis,  and  bedad  it's  right.  I've  lost  things 
before  when  I've  been  with  you." 


Mr.  W.  Stokes,  a  member  of  the  Colebrook 
Angling  Society,  had  a  good  take  of  pike  from 
Ring  wood  on  Dec.  19,  three  fish  weighing  401b.  2oz.  ; 
largest  211b.,  measuring  forty-one  inches. 


With  this  issue  we  give  the  Index  for  the  half- 
year,  July  to  Dec.  (Vol.  XLV.;,  1902. 


The  twenty-third  annual  meeting  of  Sutton's 
Angling  Association  was  held  on  Tuesday  (Dec.  16), 
when  prizes  to  the  value  of  twenty-two  guineas 
were  distributed  by  the  chairman,  Mr.  Leonard 
Sutton,  amongst  the  fortunate  anglers  noted  below. 
Messrs.  Sutton  &  Sons'  cheque  for  £15  6s.  constituted 
the  chief  item  on  the  credit  side  of  the  balance- 
sheet.  All  the  officers,  without  exception,  were  again 
re-elected,  and  several  votes  of  thanks  were  tendered 
and  acknowledged,  Mr.  Sutton  dispersing  the 
meeting  with  many  assurances  of  his  and  his 
co-partners'  good  will  towards  the  association. 
Prize-winners:  Messrs.  Smith,  Taylor,  Belcher, 
Albury,  C.  Cooper,  Bartholomew,  Chalk,  Warrilow, 
Kirby,  Kimber,  Spong,  Wheeler,  Hallet,  Bryant, 
Potts,  Goseltine,  Swain,  Jacobs,  Bowsher  and 
Deacon. 


"  In  Oub  Midst  "  is  the  Christmas  Number  of  the 
Review  of  Reviews,  an  Annual  which  will  not  dis- 
appoint any  reader.  England  and  the  English 
are  described  in  "  Letters  of  Caliicrate.-!  to  Dione, 
Queen  of  the  Xanthians."  A  good  idea  is  well 
carried  out,  and  there  is  some  of  that  plain  speaking 
which  may  always  be  expected  from  Mr.  Stead. 
Well  illustrated,  of  varied  interest,  and  admirably 
printed,  this  Annual  takes  rank  with  the  best  of 
Christmas  literature.  ■ 


Robinson  was  walking  with  Smith  beside  a  pond 
belonging  to  the  "Lightning  Hatching  and  Big  Fish 
Rapid  Production  Syndicate."  "What  do  you 
think  of  this  enterprise  ?  "  asked  Robinson.  "Well, 
I've  got  some  money  in  it,"  was  the  reply.  A  week 
later  they  met  again.  Said  Robinson:  "  Hearinj.' 
you  had  money  in  that  concern  I  bought  a  hundred 
shares,  for  1  have  great  faith  in  your  judgment.'' 
"  You  were  a  bit  too  hasty,"  said  Smith.  ''I  sairl 
I  had  money  in  it,  for  I  dropped  half-a-crown  in 
the  pond  a  month  ago."  Tableau!  But  it  camo 
right  in  tho  end,  for  there  is  money  to  be  made  by 
scientific  fish  culture. 


A  GOOD  Christmas  catch — the  Humberts. 


I  HAVE  heard,  more  than  once,  that  some  anglers 
exaggerate  the  size  and  weight  of  the  fish  they  catch. 
Really  there  seems  to  be  some  truth  in  the  statement 
so  far  as  America  is  concerned,  for  crossing  the 
"herring-pond  "  apparently  produces  such  a  bene- 
ficial effect  on  the  British  herring  that  he  forthwith 
develops  into  a  codfish.  Here  is  tho  account  given 
by  the  Sioux  City  Journal  flowa)  of  the  recent 
phenomenal  haul  of  herrings  off  the  coast  of  East 
Anglia  : — 

"  Codfish  Caught  Large. 
"Yarmouth,  Nov.  23. — The  cod  fishermen  are 
having  a  wonderfully  successful  season  just  now. 
The  smacks  are  densely  packed  along  three  miles 
of  quays,  and  the  total  catch  to-day  was  4000  lasts. 
A  last  of  codfish  is  twelve  barrels." 


By  the  Sea. 
I  think,  as  the  white  sails  come  and  go. 
Of  the  welcomes  loud,  and  the  farewells  low ; 
Of  the  meeting  lips  and  the  parting  tears, 
Of  the  new-born  hopes  and  the  growing  fears. 
Of  the  eyes  that  glow  and  the  cheeks  that  pale, 
As  the  hazy  horizon's  mystic  veil 
Is  silently  parted,  and  to  and  fro 
Tho  white  sails  come  and  the  white  sails  go. 

And  a  gray  mist  gathers,  and  all  grows  dim 

As  I  watch  alone  by  the  ocean's  rim. 

For  a  dream  is  mine — ah  me  !  ah  me  ! 

That  salt  with  tears  is  the  salt,  salt  sea, 

O  yearning  eyes  and  outstretched  hands  ! 

O  divided  lives  and  divided  lands  ! 

As  long  as  the  waters  ebb  and  flow 

Shall  the  white  sails  come  and  the  white  sails  go. 

— Exchange. 


Henry  Herman,  who  will  be  remembered  as  part 
author  of  the  popular  drama  "The  Silver  King," 
tells  the  following  story,  of  which  I  don't  believe  a 
word  : — "Joseph  Eldred  was  playing  at  the  Theatre 
Royal,  Lincoln,  during  one  of  the  race  weeks,  and 
one  morning  he  walked  past  the  course  to  Piewipe, 
where  he  found  Mr.  Wyke  Moore,  a  member  of  his 
company,  fishing.  Moore,  a  big,  heavy  man,  was 
sitting  there  disconsolately,  with  his  legs  hanging 
over  the  banks  of  the  canal.  He  had  not  had  so 
much  as  a  bite.  Although  early  spring,  it  was  very 
warm.  'Go  and  have  a  drink,'  said  Joe;  'I'll  look 
after  your  float.' 

" »  *  *  *  • 

"When  Moore  returned,  he  found  Joe  sitting 
among  the  rushes  and  reeds  ati  the  lower  edge  of 
the  canal  bank  ;  the  rod  was  resting  on  the  ground 
above,  and  the  float  was  swinuning  on  the  tranquil 
stream.  A  second  afterwards  it  went  underneath 
the  water  like  an  arrow.  Moore  tiu-ned  the  winch 
with  all  his  might,  and  pulled  out  a  big  bream. 
The  fish  gave  no  sign  of  a  struggle,  and  Wyke 
looked  at  it  with  open  mouth.  'A  fine  bream,'  said 
Joe.  '  You  are  lucky  !  '  'Yes,  I  would  be,'  replied 
Moore  mournfully,  '  if  I  hadn't  bought  it  an  hour 
ago  myself  from  a  man  who  caught  it  last  night.' 
'  Well,  what  of  that  ?  '  replied  Joe.  '  If  you  say 
now  that  you  caught  it  yourself,  you  won't  be 
telling  a  lie.'  " 


After  reproving  her  eldest  son  for  the  offence  of 
cigarette  smoking,  the  mother  thought  she  would 
improve  the  occasion  still  further,  and  inquired  of 
the  younger  scion  of  tho  house,  aged  six,  it  he  had 
been  smoking  also.  "  No,  mother,"  was  the  reply  ; 
"I  have  given  it  up.  I  am  saving  the  money  I 
used  to  spend  on  tobacco  to  buy  fishing  tackle." 
"  Good  boy  !  "  DBAONKTr 
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Provincial  Angling  Hotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  whole  of  the  clubs  in  and  about  Birmingham 
have  finished  up  their  business  for  the  year.  Nearly 
the  whole  of  the  non-water  renting  clubs  have 
elected  their  officers  and  committees  for  the  coming 
year.  All  the  clubs  I  am  pleased  to  say  are  doing 
well,  and  in  a  good  financial  condition.  The  Rose 
and  Crown  Club,  which  was  at  one  time  the  largest 
club  in  the  Midlands,  is  beginning  to  look  up  again. 
They  held  their  annual  general  meeting  on  Dec.  18, 
when  Mr.  T.  Howell  was  elected  president  and  Mr. 
W.  Phipps  secretary.  They  decided  at  this  meeting 
to  fish  their  annual  contest  in  the  Severn  at  Upton. 
The  Brighton  Society  held  their  first  annual  meet- 
ing on  Dec.  16.  This  club  seems  to  be  making 
headway.  Ihe  whole  of  the  chief  officers  were 
re-elected  to  act  for  the  coming  year.  They  have 
decided  to  fish  their  annual  contest  on  Aug.  2,  but 
the  place  was  not  decided  upon.  The  Gim  Society 
have  obtained  a  splendid  challenge  cup.  All  the 
members  contributed,  and  with  various  donations 
the  value  will  be  over  £20.  This  club  decided  to 
fish  for  it  on  July  28 ;  they  also  decided  to  fish  two 
bye  contests,  one  on  March  3  and  the  other  on  Sept. 
15.  The  Oldbury  Club  have  had  a  good  year  ;  after 
paying  their  water  rent  for  two  lots  of  water  they 
have  managed  to  pay  a  dividend  of  seven  shillings 
per  member  ;  they  decided  to  give  up  their  rights 
to  fish  the  Basins  at  Stourport.  The  Birmingham 
Heath  have  wisely  decided  to  remain  loyal  to  the 
Birmingham  Association  and  secede  from  the  Pro- 
vincial ;  the  club,  after  paying  all  expenses,  have  a 
sum  of  near  upon  £33  to  carry  forward  to  next 
year's  account.  Some  of  our  members  have  had 
some  very  decent  sport  in  the  private  pools ; 
Mr.  T.  Coles,  the  president  of  the  Birmingham 
Association,  caught  two  nice  fish,  and  several  other 
members  have  done  well,  but  few  have  been  out 
owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  weather  and 
reserving  themselves  for  the  holidays.  All  the 
^  rivers  at  present  are  out  of  order  but  without  any 
f  more  rain  they  will  be  in  good  condition  for 
the  holidays.  It  is  very  mild  for  the  time  of  the 
year  ;  under  these  circumstances  a  large  number  of 
anglers  will  turn  out,  who  will,  I  hope,  spend  a 
I     merry  Christmas. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Both  the  river  Hull  and  Driffield  Canal  are  in 
very  nice  order.    A  few  nice  catches  of  roach  have 
been  made  ;  and  in  the  tidal  waters  at  Wilfholme, 
Arram,  and  Hull  Bridge  a  few  nice  fish  have  been 
taken.    The  Sandringham  Angling  Association  have 
just  held  their  annual  prize  presentation,  and 
amongst   the  recipients    were    C.   Hostick,  who 
took  the  club's  gold  medal  for  most  points  in  the 
I     matches  during  the  past  season.  Messrs  J.  W.  Moody 
I     and  T.  R.  Robinson  were  also  awarded  prizes.  The 
'     East    Hull    Band    Angling    Society    held  their 
annual  dinner  the  other  evening,  and  under  the 
jiresidency  of   Mr.   J.    Lawson    a  very  pleasant 
evening   was  spent,    and    a   lengthy  programme 
\     gone  through,  which  included  the  presentation  of 
several  special  prizes  won  during  the  past  season, 
the  first  on  the  list  being  the  club's  gold  modal  for 
i     the  season  of  1902,  won  by  Mr.  L.  Lindsley.  A 
I     silver  medal   to   H.   Dodd,    and  also   prizes  to 
I     Messrs.  T.  Blazier,  G.  Harris,  J.  Lawson,  T.  H. 
I     Northern,  and  L.  Lindsley.    Another  new  angling 

1 society  is  about  being  established  at  Stepney  at  the 
Old  Bull  Hotel.  The  County  Angling  Association 
held  their  annual  smoker  and  prize  distribution  on 
Wednesday  evening  last,  imder  the  presidency  of 
Mr.  G.  Rea.  J.  Render  took  the  gold  medal 
for  rnost  points.  Mr.  W.  H.  Culkin  was  also  the 
recipient  of  a  gold  medal  for  the  past  season. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  for  many  days  past  has  been  adverse 
to  angling  pursuits,  and  at  the  period  of  writing  the 
Trent  contained  about  three  feet  of  extra  water. 
This  was  of  the  porter-coloured  order,  and  whenever 
1^  it  is  in  evidence  general  fish  rarely  bite  with  any 
'  degree  of  freedom  below  the  outfall  of  the  Derbyshire 
Derwent.  A  few  enthusiasts  were  out  at  Shardlow, 
Sawley,  Attenborougli,  and  Holme  Pierrepont  on 
Saturday,  but  they  fared  indifferently,  the  wind 
being  very  awkward  indeed.  Pike  fishing  has  been 
out  of  the  question  in  consequence  of  the  colour 
corriing  down  the  river,  and  bait  in  view  of  the 
holidays  is  making  a  very  big  price.  For  dace, 
dealers  have  no  difficulty  in  getting  3s.  Od.  per 
score.  The  City  Wellington  Society  have 
decided  to  erect  a  cross  to  the  memory  of 
their  late  hon.  treasurer  (Mr.  William  Gregory), 
'viho  lost  his  life  on  the  Shardlow  waters  under 
circumstances  reported  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  a  few 
y^cbkn  ago.    A  donation  list  has  been  opened,  and  a 


sub-committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Jones,  Mr- 
E.  Birks,  Mr.  J.  Greaves,  and  Mr.  H.  Spray, 
appointed  to  receive  subscriptions.  The  deceased 
gentleman  was  very  highly  respected  for  his  varied 
amiable  qualities,  and  as  soon  as  the  sohome  takes 
practical  shape  the  cross  or  tablet  will  be  placed  on 
his  grave  in  the  General  Cemetery  at  Nottingham. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  kind  of  weather  experienced  for  many  days 
together  did  not  result  in  very  favourable  con- 
ditions for  angling  at  the  end  of  last  week.  In  place 
of  sharp  frosts  and  dry  wintry  weather,  which  had 
been  freely  talked  of,  we  have  had  high  winds, 
heavy  rains,  and  swollen  rivers,  a  state  of  things 
which  rendered  sport  impossible.  At  Christmas, 
the  most  ardent  Waltonians,  if  circumstances  pre- 
vent the  pursuit  of  the  favourite  pastime,  turn  not 
regretfully  from  rod  and  line  to  skates,  and  are 
glad  to  find  in  the  dizzy  poise  on  the  icy  surfaces  of 
ponds  or  rivers  a  few  hours'  healthful  enjoyment. 
When  neither  the  one  sport  nor  the  other,  however, 
is  available,  anglers  who  feel  annoyed  may  be  ex- 
cused. This  week-end  is  I  ikely  to  yield  better  propects, 
the  streams  having  lowered  considerably  since  Dec. 
18.  The  mild  atmosphere  has  been  quite  against 
successful  grayling  fishing.  Hopeful  holiday  seekers 
are  looking  chiefly  to  pike,  and  the  majority  are 
aware  of  the  advantages  of  trying  their  luck  at  a 
time  when  the  flooded  rivers  have  rundown  and  are 
nicely  clearing.  If  the  rain  keeps  off,  no  doubt  it 
will  be  found  that  anglers  for  pike  have  visited  such 
haunts  as  the  Pocklington  Canal,  Hornsea  Mere, 
Castle  Howard,  and  the  backwaters  of  the  Derwent, 
Lower  Rye,  Nidd,  and  Swale,  wherein  the  fish  love 
to  dwell  during  winter.  The  largest  pike  should  be 
sought  in  the  deeps. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  continues  wet,  and  spawning  has 
been  going  on  under  very  favourable  conditions. 
Only  a  few  fish  remain  unspawned,  and  on  the  whole 
the  spawning  season  has  been  a  very  successful  one 
all  round.  No  sea  angling  has  been  done  since  last 
notes  worth  noting,  though  the  nets  had  some  fair 
takes  of  hake  and  otiier  fish  on  the  south-western 
coasts.  Poaching  appears  to  have  been  practised 
on  some  of  the  Cork  and  Kerry  streams,  principally 
night  poaching.  At  the  last  Waterville  petty  sessions 
four  men  were  each  fined  £4  and  5s.  costs  for  poach- 
ing on  the  river  Inny. 


THE  NEW  ROYAL  TRAIN  OP  THE 
LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN 
RAILWAY. 


The  King  and  Queen  recently  used  the  new  Royal 
train  just  built  by  the  London  and  North- Western 
Railway  Company.  It  consists  of  two  saloons — one 
for  the  King,  and  the  other  for  the  Queen  and 
Princess  Victoria — three  saloons  for  the  suite,  and 
two  brake  vans.  The  saloons,  which  are  on  twelve- 
wheel  bogies,  are,  says  the  Times,  each  G9ft.  (Jin. 
in  length  over  the  buffers,  and  there  is  a  straight 
run  of  nearly  400ft.  from  end  to  end  of  the  train, 
which  weighs  210  tons.  The  interiors  of  the  Royal 
saloons  are  luxuriously  furnished.  The  King's 
smoking-room  is  panelled  in  mahogany  with  inlays 
of  rosewood  and  satin-wood.  The  chairs  are 
upholstered  in  green  leather,  and  the  curtains, 
carpets,  etc.,  are  in  similar  tones  of  colour;  while 
the  gilding  of  the  metal  work  has  been  subdued  in 
effect  to  keep  the  whole  restful  to  the  eye.  The 
King's  day  compartment  in  the  same  saloon  is 
decorated  in  the  colonial  style,  and  is  in  white 
enamel.  The  furniture  is  of  satinwood,  inlaid  with 
ivory.  This  room  also  is  in  green,  though  of  a 
lighter  tone.  The  windows  are  unusually  large. 
The  special  features  in  this  and  the  other  rooms  are 
the  methods  of  heating  or  cooling.  Electric  heaters 
have  been  introduced,  and  each  room  can  be  heated 
up  to  any  temperature  desired.  For  the  hot 
weather  electric  waving  fans  will  help  to  keep  the 
temperatui'e  down,  and  these  fans  can  be  regulated 
so  as  to  be  driven  at  any  of  three  rates  of  speed. 
If  desired,  the  windows  can  be  lowered  and  fine 
dust-proof  ventilators  inserted.  His  Majesty's  bed 
and  dressing-rooms  are  also  in  white  enamel  with 
silver-plated  fittings,  the  upholstery  generally  being 
of  a  soft  green  shade. 

The  Queen's  saloon  is  similar  in  general  arrange- 
ment to  the  King's.  All  the  rooms  are  in  white 
enamel,  and  the  predominating  colour  is  blue,  which 
is  brightened  in  effect  with  light  brocades  and  a 
very  soft  shade  of  pink  to  tone  the  electric  lights. 
The  Queen's  bedroom  has  been  draped  in  soft  pink, 
and  with  the  silver-plated  bed  and  the  fittings  in  the 
room  it  has  a  very  beautiful  effect.  Adjoining  this  is 
the  Queen's  dressing-room,  the  furniture  of  which 
is  of  satinwood  finely  inlaid.    There  are  balconies 


of  carved  mahogany  to  each  saloon,  which  are  so 
fitted  with  windows  that  they  can  be  used  as 
"  observation "  cars,  and  they  are  heated  by 
steam.  The  attendants'  ends  in  each  saloon  are 
fitted  with  electric  plugs  for  connecting  to  heaters 
for  providing  tea,  coffee,  etc.  Each  compartment 
of  the  saloons  is  also  provided  with  portable  electric 
table  lamps.  The  two  Royal  saloons  are  joined  by 
gangways  together.  The  King's  and  the  Queen's 
bedrooms  are  so  fitted  that  for  day  journeys  they 
can  be  turned  into  drawing-rooms.  The  Queen's 
saloon  was,  after  the  saloons  of  the  suite,  placed 
first  in  order  in  the  Roy<al  train,  and  next  came  the 
King's  saloon.  The  exteriors  of  both  saloons  have 
been  enamelled  with  the  familiar  colours  (ivory  and 
chocolate)  of  the  London  and  North- Western  Rail- 
way. The  outside  panels  of  the  saloons  bear  the 
Royal  Coat  of  Arms,  on  either  side  of  which  are 
emblazoned  the  insignia  of  the  Order  of  the  Garter, 
the  Bath,  the  Thistle,  and  St.  Patrick.  The  saloons 
have  been  built  in  six  months  at  the  Wolverton 
Works,  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  C.  A.  Park. 


A  FASCINATING  WINTER  SPORT. 

A  POTTERER  with  the  fowling-piece  should  leave 
snipe  severely  alone.  To  kill  a  bird  out  of  many 
misses  might  flatter  such  that  he  is  really  a  snipe- 
shooter,  while  he  is  only  disturbing  ground  that 
should  be  left  to  the  artist  in  a  branch  of  sport  that 
has  been  well  likened  to  "  fly-fishing  "  with  .the  gun. 
Even  the  snipe  rising,  dashing  away  at  a  great  pace 
on  a  clear  frosty  morning,  and  uttering  the  faintest 
of  "  'scapes,"  is  in  a  way  a  "  challenge  "  to  the 
sportsman.  When  the  latter  has  happily  acquired 
the  mastery  over  himself  to  calmly  but  quickly 
"  pitch  and  pull  " — that  is,  to  snap  such  a  bird, 
aiming  a  foot  in  front,  when  rising  at  from  twenty- 
five  yards  to  thirty  yards,  if  a  quarterer — he  might 
claim  to  be  a  snvpe- shooter.  A  fair  percentage  of 
middle-class  partridge  shooters  acquired  the  art 
while  using  the  muzzle-loaders  in  the  old  days.  A 
nervous  man  shovild  eschew  shooting.  The  rising  of 
feathered  game  will  be  too  much  for  such.  It  is 
usually  your  nervous  friend  who  fires  into  "  the 
brown  of  '  birds,'  "  and  far  oftener  than  not  without 
result,  as  the  non- aimer  misses  even  the  "  brown  "  ! 
When  the  aspiring  snipe-shooter  has  acquired  the 
knack  of  his  eye,  "  educating  "  his  trigger  finger 
into  sympathetic  telegraphy,  not  to  aim  at  the 
quarterer,  like  he  covers  the  straight-away  flier,  but 
to  never  forget  to  aim  a  foot  in  front  of  the  fast- 
flying  game,  he  will  do  so  as  a  matter  of  course,  and 
success  will  be  his  guerdon. 

No  birds  are  more  affected  by  the  weather  than 
snipe.  Here  to-day  and  gone  to-morrow — rain, 
with  an  east  wind,  generally  brings  the  birds  west- 
ward, sometimes  early  in  the  season— even  in  August 
and  September,  the  birds  repairing  mostly  to  the 
growths  around  ponds  and  lakes  in  numbers.  On 
dull,  muggy  days  the  snipe  will  sometimes  "  lay  like 
stones  "  ;  and  after  a  flood  they  feed  greedily. 
Again,  on  clear,  mild  mornings  one  cry  of  "  'scape." 
even  if  the  bird  be  not  fired  at,  will  flush  all  the 
snipe  in  a  water  meadow,  bog,  or  from  the  gullies 
on  a  common,  and  from  the  drainlets  connected 
with  a  spring.  In  truth,  the  art  of  "  snapping  " 
can  be  practised  on  other  game  birds,  and  this  gives 
a  better  opportunity,  even  with  the  longer-killing 
guns  and  stronger  and  smokeless  ammunition  of 
to-day,  of  bringing  the  second  barrel  into  successful 
play. 

The  easiest  shots  at  snipe  are  probably  when 
flushing  the  birds  up  a  stiffish  wind  ;  and  here  the 
clever  snap-shooter  might  sometimes  prefer  to  stop 
his  bird  ere  it  found  it  necessary  to  "  tack,"  and 
then  use  his  "  left  "  with  equal  success.  Snipe 
love  withy  beds,  and  pretty  sport  can  often  be  got 
therein  when  the  osiers  are  cut  and  when  from  two 
feet  to  three  feet  high,  and  the  ditch  surroimding 
the  "  bed,"  when  the  water  is  not  too  high,  forms 
a  favourite  feeding  groimd.  A  very  steady  spaniel 
or  retriever  is  often  handy.  It  is  perhaps  worth 
recording  the  fact  that  the  famous  wildfowler's 
(Colonel  Hawker,  formerly  of  Longparish,  Hants) 
"  Instructions  to  Young  Sportsmen  "  is  still  con- 
sidered to  be  a  standard  work,  and  is  published  by 
Messrs.  Longmans.  W.  Fry, 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

20,591.  Fishing.  Patentee  :  A.  J.  Rudd,  54,  Lon- 
don-street, Norwich.  Reels  and  winches, 
rod.  The  line  guard  is  extended  so  that 
by  pressure  upon  one  side  the  guard  can 
be  forced  against  a  flange  of  the  reel  to 
act  as  a  break. 
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GREAT  FORTUNES'  MADE  BY  LITTLE 
INVENTIONS. 

r   

Some  of  the  largest  fortunes  appear  to  have  been 
derived  from  the  invention  of  trivialities  and 
novelties,  such  as  the  once  popular  toy  known  a 
"  Dancing  Jimcrow,"  which  for  several  years  is 
said  to  have  yielded  its  patentee  an  annual  income 
of  upwards  of  £15,000.  The  sale  of  another  toy — ■ 
"  John  Gilpin  " — enriched  its  lucky  inventor  to 
the  extent  of  £20,000  a  year  as  long  as  it  continued 
to  enjoy  the  imexpected  popularity  tliat  greeted  it 
when  first  placed  upon  the  market.  Mr.  Plimpton, 
the  inventor  of  the  roller  skate,  made  £200,000  out 
of  his  idea,  and  the  gentleman  who  first  thought  of 
placing  a  rubber  tip  at  the  end  of  lead  pencils  made 
quite  £20,000  a  year  by  means  of  his  simple  improve- 
ment. When  Harvey  Kennedy  introduced  his  shoe- 
lace he  made  £500,000,  and  the  ordinary  umbrella 
benefited  six  people  by  as  much  as  £2,000,000 
sterling.  The  Howard  patent  for  boiling  sugar  in 
vacuo  proved  a  lucrative  investment  for  the 
capitalists,  who  were  able  to  remunerate  the 
inventor  on  a  colossal  scale.  It  is  estimated  that 
his  income  averaged  between  £40,000  and  £50,000 
a  year.  At  first  the  process  proved  an  entire  failure, 
and  had  to  be  laid  aside  as  useless.  It  was  not  until 
an  old  German  workman  casually  made  a  suggestion 
for  a  possible  improvement  that  it  was  once  more 
tried.  The  suggestion  was  improved  upon,  and  the 
invention  rendered  successful.  Sir  Josiah  Mason, 
the  inventor  of  the  improved  steel  pen,  made  an 
enormous  fortune.  The  patentee  of  the  pen  for 
shading  in  different  colours  derived  a  yearly  income 
of  about  £40,000  from  this  ingenious  contrivance. 
It  is  stated  that  the  wooden  ball  with  an  elastic 
attached  yielded  over  £10,000  a  year.  Many 
readers  will  remember  a  legal  action  which  took 
place  some  years  ago,  when  in  the  course  of  the 
evidence  it  transpired  that  tlie  inventor  of  the  metal 
plates  used  for  protecting  the  soles  and  heels  of 
s  loos  from  wear  sold  12,000,000  plates  in  1879,  and 
ii  1887  the  number  reached  a  total  of  14.3,000,000, 
which  realised  profits  of  £23,000  for  the  year. — 
Morris's  Trade  Journal. 


STRAY  NOTES  IN  FISHING. 
Thbodobi:  Gobdon  in  Forest  and  Stream, 

The  man  who  knows  all  that  oan  be  learned  about 
fly  fishing  has  yet  to  be  born. 

We  have  met  a  few  anglers  who  thought  they  knew 
it  all,  but  these  have  usually  been  sages  of  one  season. 

A  fisherman  who  has  passed  a  long  life  on  one  trout 
river  may  become  wonderfully  expert  in  luring  its 
finny  inhabitants,  but  will  occasionally  learn  some  new 
wrinkle  foreign  to  his  experience. 

Eyed  hooks  are  slowly  making  their  way  in  America. 
If  the  eyes  of  all  that  are  imported  were  properly 
made  they  would  probably  be  more  popular. 

The  eye  of  the  Pennell  hook,  which  is  intended  for 
the  jam  knot  attachment,  should  be  just  large  enough 
for  the  gut  to  pass  through  freely,  otherwise  it  is  not 
really  a  safe  fastening. 


When  hooks  with  large  eyes  are  used  the  gut  should 
be  passed  through  twice,  and  a  single  knot  made  round 
the  main  line.  If  the  gut  is  not  perfectly  soft  it  is 
sure  to  be  chafed  in  slipping  this  knot  down  to  the 
eye  and  pulling  it  tight.  The  old  figure  of  eight  knot 
used  for  salmon  flies  is  perhaps  a  better  attachment. 

Some  of  the  Hall  turned-up-eyed  hooks  are  made  of 
fine  wire,  and  in  the  larger  sizes  are  apt  to  spring. 
We  remember  losing  several  good  fish  through  this 
fault,  and  are  not  reconciled  yet  to  the  loss  of  one  of 
these,  a  noble  rainbow  trout. 

We  found  many  of  the  eyed  hooks  called  "  Long 
May's" — they  are  made  for  May  Plies— over-tempered 
and  brittle.  Three  were  broken  in  fish  on  one  occasion 
when  we  were  using  the  dry  fly  over  a  school  of  very 
shy  trout.  It  was  one  of  those  hot  humid  days  when 
It  takes  all  you  know  to  get  a  rise. 

Eyed  hooks  are  certainly  best  for  dry  flies,  but  it  is 
questionable  whether  they  fall  as  lightly  on  the  water 
as  flies  tied  on  tapered  shanks.  It  is  easy  to  tie  flies 
on  them,  and  the  body  can  be  made  very  neat  and 
slim.  We  have  found  the  true  Pennell  excellent  for 
for  hooking  and  holding. 


It  seems  impossible  for  hook  makers  to  stick  to 
exactly  one  form  in  any  brand  of  hook.  Three  years 
ago  we  thought  that  we  had  got  perfect  Sproats  at 
last.  Each  year  since  the  shanks  have  been  made 
shorter,  until  now  many  hooka  in  eaoh  box  are 


useless.  The  bend  has  also  been  changed  a  trifle 
every  year. 


Many  hooks  are  too  cheap  to  be  good.  We  have 
seen  good-looking  Sproats  for  sale  as  low  as  fifteen 
cents  per  box  of  one  hundred.  Competition  must  be 
very  keen  in  the  business  of  making  fishing  tackle  of 
all  kinds,  but  nearly  all  anglers  are  willing  to  pay  a 
fair  price  for  reliable  articles. 

Fond  as  we  are  of  sport,  very  few  Americans  make 
it  the  first  object  in  life,  as  we  hear  is  done  on  the 
other  side  of  the  big  sea  water.  The  seasons  on  various 
rivers  over  there  run  in  such  a  way  that  salmon  oan 
be  fished  for  nine  months  in  the  year,  and  some 
men  do  it. 


It  would  be  delightful  to  spend  spring,  summer,  and 
fall  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  take  in  all  the  fishing 
resorts  of  which  we  have  read  or  heard — the  chalk 
streams  of  England,  the  lakes  and  rivers  of  Scotland 
and  Ireland.  The  latter  must  have  been  quite  a 
sportsman's  paradise  not  so  many  years  ago. 


It  is  quite  possible  to  have  fishing  too  good.  We 
experienced  something  of  the  kind  in  Maine  many 
years  ago.  We  found  on  our  arrival  at  the  first  lake 
that  the  camp  keeper  had  buried  a  large  quantity  of 
trout  that  morning.  We  dragged  a  floating  box  about 
after  that,  and  in  reeling  up  would  take  a  look  at  the 
fish,  then  return  them  to  the  water.  Trout  were 
served  to  us  three  times  a  day  for  weeks,  and  we  have 
seldom  eaten  one  since.  At  a  hotel  in  Wisconsin, 
situated  near  celebrated  fishing,  we  saw  nearly  half  a 
ton  of  fine  black  bass  going  to  waste.  So  many  were 
brought  in  daily  that  they  could  not  be  used. 


High  up  on  the  Asiatic  shore  of  the  Pacific  are  many 
rivers  so  crowded  with  salmon  and  other  migratory 
fish  that  they  are  crowded  out  on  the  shores  and 
shallows  in  thousands.  The  stench  of  decaying 
fish  can  be  smelt  four  miles  away.  (See  the  "  Cruise 
of  the  Marohesa,"  a  book  well  worth  reading  we  may 
be  allowed  to  observe  ) 


Sport  does  not  necessarily  consist  in  taking  great 
nmnbers  of  fish.  If  trout  in  any  water  run  small, 
for  instance,  the  excitement  is  in  getting  many  rises 
and  skill  is  shown  in  striking.  A  few  fish  of  good  size 
on  a  shy  water  will  satisfy  any  angler  of  a  reasonable 
turn  of  mind. 

There  is  one  benefit,  at  least,  that  we  in  America 
have  derived  from  the  introduction  of  the  brown  trout 
(Salmo  fario).  We  catch  larger  fish  and  the  average 
is  much  better  than  it  was  in  the  days  of  exclusive 
brook  trout. 


The  prejudice  that  certainly  existed  against  fario  at 
one  time  appears  to  have  passed  almost  entirely  away. 
This  fish  grows  very  rapidly  and  seems  to  thrive  every- 
where, not  only  in  this  country  but  in  Australia  and 
New  Zealand.  We  have  seen  some  very  large  speci- 
mens, and  its  size  seems  to  be  only  a  question  of  water 
and  food  supply.  This  is  largely  the  case  with  all 
trout,  but  monsters  of  this  species  are  sometimes 
found  in  small  brooks. 


Xetters  to  tbe  lEbftor^ 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


FISHING  AND  SHOOTING  IN  SIERRA  LEONE. 

Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  an  inquiry  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Nov.  22  re  fishing  and  shooting  in  Sierra 
Leone  near  Freetown,  there  is  nothing  worth  coming 
for.  There  are  a  good  many  fish  like  very  large 
mackerel  (I  do  not  know  the  name)  in  the  harbour, 
but  no  one  ever  catches  any,  though  they  have 
often  tried.  No  fresh  water  fish.  The  shooting  is 
the  worst  I  have  come  across  in  over  twenty  years 
knocking  about  the  East. 

No  snipe  ;  a  few  bush  fowl  and  duck,  small  deer, 
and  perhaps  an  elephant  away  back  in  the  Hinter- 
land. Plenty  of  fever  mosquitoes.  There  are 
hippo  in  the  rivers,  and  you  can  put  bullets  into 
them. 

It  is  a  good  place  to  be  out  of. — ^Yours  faithfully, 

K.  X. 

Freetown,  Sierra  Leone,  West  Africa. 
Dec.  7. 

[Probably  the  big  fish  are  tunny,  and  might  be 
caught  with  live  bait  or  spinner.  Freetown  is  hardly 
a  place  of  joy  for  the  sportsman  evidently. — Ed.] 


KNOTS  FOR  LINES. 

Deab  Sir, — I  have  found  the  following  small 
knot  or  fastening  very  good  for  casting  lines,  as  it 


gives  a  straight  pull  : — Lay  the  strands'of  gut  where 
they  are  to  be  joined  together  for  rather  more 
than  an  inch.  Within  this  space  lap  them  both 
together  with  fine  (white)  silk  for,  say,  an  eighth 
of  an  inch.  Then  pass  the  short  ends  round  the 
long  strands,  and  through  the  loop  so  formed, 
making  a  simple  jam-hitch  ;  pull  them  tight,  and 
cut  off  the  waste. 

This  forms  a  double  jam-knot  with  a  buffer  of 


silk  lapping  between.  I  liave  never  found  it  to 
draw  or  slip.  It  may  bo  varnished  to  finish  with. 
Before  vjniting  the  strands  a  loose  wire  shackle  of 
tempered  steel,  with  eyes  like  those  of  eyed  hooks 
at  each  end,  may  be  slipped  on  one  to  take  a  drop 
link. — Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 

A  NOVEL  SPOON  RIG  AND  SPINNING  FLIGHT. 

Dear  Sib — Having  had  some  experience  in 
catching  fish  with  various  kinds  of  bait — natural 
and  artificial — it  may  perhaps  interest  you  to  see 
the  flights  I  use.  You  will  observe  that  they  are 
constructed  out  of  the  most  ordinary  tackle  in  use, 
and  for  simplicity,  originality,  and  effectiveness, 
will,  I  think,  be  hard  to  beat.  If  my  instructions 
are  acted  upon,  I  will  guarantee  a  brilliant  spin,  a 
certain  hold,  and  last  but  not  least,  a  most  attractive 
killing  method. 

I  have  already  advocated  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
my  preference  for  single  hooks  and  natural  bait  for 
obvious  reasons,  but  under  certain  conditions  of  water 
I  have  sometimes  recourse  to  the  artificial,  the  spoon 
for  preference.  The  ordinary  spoon  bait  is  so  well 
known  that  further  description  of  it  wo\ild  be  super- 
fluous. The  position  of  the  hook,  however,  is  a 
revelation  to  me.  I  cannot  claim  to  be  the  origin- 
ator, the  credit  for  the  idea  is  due  to  "  Scnex," 
whose  graphic  description  of  it  first  appeared  in  the 
American  Field,  and  later  on  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  .Ian.  4,  1902,  page  9.  I  can  thoroughly  endorse 
every  word  "  Senex  "  says  about  it.  I  have  tried 
it  repeatedly  and  found  it  a  splendid  bait.  It  spins 
brilliantly  and  its  hooking  powers  are  first-rate. 
I  have  discarded  all  treble  and  "  bar  "  arrangements. 
All  that  is  needed  is  a  single  hook  soldered  on  inside 
the  bowl  of  the  spoon  at  the  pointed  end,  taking  care 
to  let  the  bend  of  hook  be  a  continuation  of  the 
curve  of  spoon.  Of  course  the  usual  swivel  arrange- 
ment and  belly  lead  are  necessary  to  prevent  the 
line  kinking.  So  much  for  the  spoon,  and  now  for  the 
fiights.  I  "think  every  fislierman  is  as  conversant 
with  the  two-hook  worm  tackle  as  with  the 
spoon.  This  is  precisely  what  I  use  in  live  bait 
fishing.  Need  I  say  that  gorge  fishing  I  abominate. 
My  tackle  is  \ised  as  "live  bait  snap."  The  end 
hook  is  simply  passed  under  and  through  the  outer 
gill  cover. 

This  does  not  injure  the  bait  at  all,  but  prolongs 
its  life  considerably.  The  second  hook  is  inserted 
into  the  back  of  the' bait,  imder  the  dorsal  fin.  This 
hook,  be  it  carefully  noted,  takes  the  weight  of  the 
bait,  and  must  be  adjusted  so  as  not  to  pull  out  the 
one  in  the  gill  cover.  Of  course  the  size  of 
hooks  used  must  be  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  bait. 
It  will  be  observed  that  the  length  of  gimp  or  gut 
sits  in  the  direction  of  the  tail,  and  gives  the  bait  a 
more  natural  appearance  than  if  dangling  from  the 
lip.  The  hitting  power  is  also  more  forcible  by 
reason  of  the  direction  of  the  stroke.  This  must  bo 
obvious  to  any  practical  fisherman.  Now  we  come 
to  the  spinning  flight.  Here  again  I  use  the  most 
ordinary  tackle — that  is,  single  hooks.  When  adjusted 
to  the  bait  they  are  almost  invisible — a  desideratum 
every  fisherman  aims  at  if  he  means  to  catch  fish. 
Now,  supposing  we  have  a  dead  bait  lying  before  us, 
a  single  hook  tied  in  the  usual  way  to  a  foot  link  of 
gimp,  gut,  or  annealed  wire,  12in.  in  length  ;  also 
a  similar  one  Sin.  in  length.  Loop  the  longest 
length  on  to  the  eye  of  a  baiting  needle,  the 
point  of  which  insert  into  the  bait,  near  the  tail, 
about  the  medial  line  ;  pass  the  needle  out  at  the 
mouth,  disengage  it,  then  loop  on  the  short  length 
and  insert  the  needle  into  the  back  about  where  the 
dorsal  fin  commences,  out  at  the  mouth  as  before ; 
now  pass  the  loop  of  the  longest  length  through  tho 
eye  of  the  shorter  one,  pull  at  it  to  curve  the  bait, 
and  having  got  the  proper  curve,  make  a  roll  over 
or  half  hitch  knot  around  both  lengths  of  gimp. 
Draw  tight,  and  the  bait  is  ready  for  action.  Lest 
you  should  fail  to  follow  my  explanations,  I  hand 
you  a  rough  sketch  of  tackles  described.  Whether 
they  be  worth  reproduction  or  not  I  will  leave  you 
to  decide. — Yours  truly.     The  Boston  Bittebn. 


December  27,  1902 


LIGHT  RODS. 
Sib, — We  have  been  most  interested  readers 
u         correspondence  re  the  above,  commenced  by 
Viator"  and  continued  by  "  Val  Conson,"  P. 
Alison,  and  others.    Our  opinion,  as  manufacturers, 
IS  that  the  reason  these  hght  rods  liave  not  become 
popular  m  this  country  is  that  the  great  majority 
of  the  dealers  will  have  none  of  them.    More  tlian 
twenty  3-ear3  since  we  introduced  a  light  split 
bamboo  rod,  which  we  called  the  "  Featherweight 
It  13  built  m  two  pieces.  8ft.  to  9^ft.  long,  and 
weighs  o^oz.  to  6+oz.,  and  although  samples  of  this 
rod  have  been  carried  by  our  representatives  and 
introduced  by  them  to  dealers  throughout  the 
United  Kmgdom,  their  invariable  report  lias  been  • 
The  dealers  say,  '  Such  a  hght  rod  is  utterly 
useless  ;   our  customers  would  not  look  at  such  a 
toy.    They  are  only  fit  for  ladies  or  dandies.'  " 
VVe  enclose  a  cutting  from  our  latest  price  list 
describmg  these  rods,  and  although  the  inquiries 
for  them  are  few  and  far  between,  we  have  still 
kept  them  before  our  friends,  believing  that  the 
time  will  come  when  anglers  will  insist  upon  beino- 
supplied  with  these  light,   serviceable  weapons" 
We  shall  be  pleased  to  send  you,  sir,  "  Viator,' 
Val  Conson,"  or  any  other  correspondent  inte- 
rested one  or  two  of  these  light  rods  for  trial  and 
examination,  and  feel  confident  that  after  using 
them  they  will  never  return  to  the  present  form  of 
unnecessarily  hesivy  rods.    The  rods  mentioned  by 
John  Bickerdyke  "  in  the  Field  of  Nov.  15,  which 
we  call  the  "  Worcestershire,"  we  are  now  making  as 
follows:— Built  bamboo,  8J,  9,  9i,  10 feet,  weight  s, 
4f ,  4  j,  and  o  ounces ;  greenheart,  the  same  lengths 
weighing  41  4J,  oj,  and  5|  ounces,  with  longer^rods 
of  proportionate  weights. 

We  do  not  believe  any  rod  can  be  built  9ft.  long 
to  weigh  2oz.  which  can  be  of  any  practical  use! 
T%  have  gone  very  carefully  into  the  matter,  and 
ftnd  that  9ft.  of  the  lightest  cane  procurable,  without 
handle,  ferrules,  or  mounts,  weighs  2^oz.  If  a  rod 
13  bmlt  to  weigh  2oz.  it  cannot  possibly  be  thicker 
in  any  part  than  a  good-sized  whip-lash,  and  we 
leave  anglers  to  judge  as  to  what  use  such  a  rod 
would  be  on  British  waters.  The  fact  that  a  line 
has  been  cast  72ft.  with  such  a  rod  is  no  proof  that 
It  would  hold  even  a  ^Ib.  fish,  nor  do  Messrs.  Mills 
state  that  the  rod  would  recover  that  length  of 
hne— a  most  important  consideration.  Of  course. 
It  13  possible  to  cast  even  a  greater  distance  than 
that  with  a  bulrush  with  a  gale  of  wind  blowing 
from  the  rear  of  the  caster.  The  writer  has  seen 
wonderful  casts  made  with  rods  of  the  flimsiest 
description  under  such  circumstances,  but  the  rods 
used  were  quite  unsuited  for  fishing. 

We  know  the  Americans  can  and  do  build  rods 
of  most  excellent  quality  ;  we  also  know  rods  are 
being  bmlt  by  British  firms  equal  in  every  way 
to  those  turned  out  from  America,  but  none  of  us 
can  afford  to  build  a  stock  of  rods  which  the  dealers 
Uechne  to  offer  to  anglers.  The  matter  lies  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  anglers  ;  if  they  insist  upon  the 
dealers  procuring  these  light  rods  the  manufacturers 
can  and  will  produce  them  a-s  good,  as  light,  and 
mwh  cheaper  than  any  sent  out  from  the  USA 
Several  of  the  "  Featherweight  "  alluded  to  above, 
made  from  fifteen  to  twenty  years  ago,  are  still  in 
constant  use,  and  our  friends  who  have  them  would 
upon  no  account  return  to  the  heavier  rods  thev 
formerly  used. 

In  conclusion,  the  first  five  of  the  queries  at  the 
close  of  Val  Conson's  "  letter  should,  we  think  be 
answered  by  a  decided  negative,  and  the  last  with 
the  fine  drawn  gut  now  so  universally  used  in  this 
country  is  almost  unknown  in  America.— Yours 
•^■■"'y'  J.  Waknek  and  Sons 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

put  him  in  carefully  at  your  feet  ;  if  he  be  too  weak 
to  swim  briskly  away  at  once,  and  lies  flopping  on 
his  side,  grasp  him  lightly  round  the  "caudal 
extremity  and  balance  him  right  side  up,  when 
^sfiir       T  I  once  divided  a  large  trout 

(8 Jib.)  that  carried  m  its  "innards"  a  good  size 
pike  triangle,  yet  the  trout  was  fat  and  brisht  — 
Yours  faithfully,  a.  Edward  HoLs" 

Henley-on-Thames. 

MR.   E.   M.  TOD'S  INTENTIONS. 

^.■^^^  ^^^r^-^'^f'^r^  ^"gl''''^  ™ust  feel  very 
grateful  to  Mr  E.  M.  Tod  for  his  articles  and  his 
inventions.  What  a  trouble  that  landing  net  has 
been  to  many  of  us,  always  in  the  way-at  any  rate, 
if  the  handle  is  of  sufficient  length  to  be  of  any  use  < 
How  many  men  have  their  net  on  the  bank  and 
hook  a  fish  forty  or  fifty  yards  away,  and  then 
ca  mly  call  on  another  fisherman  to  leave  a  risin- 
fish  to  fetch  his  net?  My  poor  method  was  to  slip 
the  handle  inside  the  strap,  then  twist  it  outside  the 
basket,  and  allow  the  net  to  hang  down,  the  weight 
of  the  basket  in  the  coil  of  strap  preventing  it 
slipping  ;  It  was  effective,  but  not  nearly  so  as 
Mr.  Tod  s  method. 

During  the  past  season  I  saw  a  very  neat  dodge 
for  preventmg  a  long  net  becoming  entangled  in 
brambles  etc.  It  was  simple,  as  most  good  ideas 
are— that  IS,  an  elastic  band  put  on  handle  and  the 
bottom  of  net  just  slipped  under  it ;  there  was  no 
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QUERY   RESPECTING   FISH    IN  SOME 
WELSH  COUNTIES. 

Dear  Sir,— Tho  information  that  Mr.  Forrest 
requires  is  set  forth  on  the  accompanying  slip  If 
you  or  any  of  your  readers  can  assist  hirn,  ho  will 
be  grateful  -Yours  truly,  W.  E.  Edwards. 
t  11  ^h*^* /  want  to  know  is  whether  any  of  the 
following  fish  occur  in  each  of  the  following  coun- 
ties—Anglesey, Carnarvon,  Merioneth,  Mont- 
^^'"IFu  .  ''"'^    Denbigh.    Exact  localities 

should  be  stated,  especially  in  such  species  as  are 
found  in  lakes  and  pools.  Most  of  the  species 
named  probably  occur  in  the  eastern  half  of  North 
wales,  but  not  in  the  mountainous  country  in  the 
west  :-Perch,  ruff,  bullhead,  three-spined  stickle- 
back, ten-spined  stickleback,  allis  shad,  twait  shad 
carp,  gudgeon,  roach,  rudd,  chub,  dace,  tench' 
white  bream,  common  bream,  bleak,  loach,  spinous 
loach,  pike.  H   E.  F.'. 

FISHING  AT  ELSTREE  RESERVOIR. 
Dear  Sir,— Kindly  allow  us  to  send  you,  for  the 
benefit  of  some  of  your  many  readers,  a  rough 

^^PPy  fi^hi'ig  ground,  "A  Corner 
of  Elstree  Reservoir."  We  havl  found  this  spoTa 
favourite  place  for  bream,  and  have  met^with 
very  good  sport  On  one  occasion  we  took  Ijih 
of  breamjand  71b.  of  perch.  Several  of  the  bream 
turned  the_scale.at_61b.,  and  one  was  71b  r.07  and 


A  Corner  of  Elstree  Reservoir. 
(On  the  Midland  Baihva ?isliing  tickets  at  the  Fishery  Inn.) 


TROUT  CAUGHT  WHEN  PERCH  FISHING 
Dear  Sir, —Your  Bristol  inquirer,  Mr.  A.  Wheeler' 
undoubtedly  does  the  correct  thing  by  cutting  the 
gut  when  a  hook  has  been  swallowed  by  a  trout 
Ihe  fish  may  almost  certainly  be  reckoned  with  the 
dead  if  an  attempt  be  made  to  disgorge  the  hook,  as 
although  the  trout  is  such  a  splendid  fighter  there 
18  no  freshwater  fish  that  so  quickly  succumbs  to 
slight  blesding.    I  have  always  recommended  every- 
one in  this  part  of  the  world  to  leave  the  hook  in 
when  the  bend  cannot  be  easily  seen  and  be  ex- 
tracted with  ease,  and  on  three  occasions  have 
caught  trout  under  sixteen  inches  in  length,  when 
barbel   fishing,  which  had  been  previously  badly 
hooked  by  other  barbel   fishers.     Each  fish  un- 
doubtedly carried  a  hook  in  the  gullet,  as  evidenced 
by  the  end  of  gut  in  the  mouth,  and  the  hooks 
wou  d  probably  be  much  larger  than  Mr.  Wheeler 
■would  use  for  perch,  for  which  purpose  N03  9  or  10 
roach  hooks  are  generally  used  by  me.     In  my 
opinion  the  trout  certainly  has  a  much  greater 
Chance  of  living  to  a  respectable  old  age  with  a 
hook  in  him  than  he  has  of  surviving  a  few  hours 
the  shock  of  severe  mauling  or  slight  bleeding. 
When  he  is  retumpd  to  the  water,  it  is  a  good  plan 
not  to  try  to  throw  him  as  far  away  as  possible,  but 


need  to  undo  this  in  landing  a  fish,  for  directly  the 
fish  was  taken  in  the  net  its  weight  released  the 
net  from  the  elastic  band. 

Strange  things  befall  a  fisherman.  I,  too,  was 
the  means  of  saving  a  poor  rabbit  from  a  weasel. 
Ihe  poor  thmg  ran  right  into  the  water  within 
five  yards  of  me  ;  I  took  him  out,  and  put  him  on 
terra  firma  some  hundred  yards  away.  One  day  I 
lost  a  cast  in  a  bush,  which  I  could  not  recover  -  a 
tew  days  after  I  saw  a  dead  bat  suspended  from  one 
of  my  lost  flies.  Early  this  season  a  bat  took  my 
fly  whilst  I  was  casting ;  I  managed  to  release  him 
alter  he  had  bitten  me  several  times.  I  once 
caught  a  pike  (as  far  as  I  can  remember  it  was  2Jlb  ) 
on  a  trout  fly,  but  I  see  such  events  are  not  as 
uncommon  as  I  thought  at  that  time. 

I  had  a  very  curious  experience  this  season  I 
am  not  superstitious  by  any  means,  but  while  ridina 
sorne  ten  miles  to  my  favourite  fishing  ground  I 
could  not  get  from  my  mind  Mr.  Foster's  theory 
that  all  trout  are  hooked  in  the  same  part  of  the 
mouth  during  the  same  day.  After  fishing  a  short 
I'lT  VT.f'''^  hooked  a  good  trout  of  probably 
J  ilb.,  but  after  playing  a  short  time  my  line  came 
back  slack.  I  saw  the  fly  still  there,  and  was  on  the 
point  of  casting  again,  when  I  thought  I  would  look 
at  the  fly,  and  was  astonished  to  find  the  hook 
broken  in  the  bend.  I  shortly  after  hooked  another 
trout  and  the  same  thing  happened  ;  I  then  rose 
another,  but  missed  him,  but  within  a  short  time 
hooked  another,  and  ho  also  broke  the  hook  You 
can  imagine  my  feelings,  but  I  am  glad  to  say  the 
luck  ^changed.  Only  once  before  during  fifteen 
years  fly  fishing  have  I  broken  a  hook,  so  that  it  was 
not  careless  striking.    Strange,  but  true  !— Yours 


m  the  pink  of  condition.  We  can  highly  recom- 
mend this  pretty  spot.  It  is  easy  to  get  at  by 
the  Midland  Railway  from  St.  Pancras,  and  the 
accommodation  is  good.  The  Waterman  will  pro- 
vide lunch  and  refreshments  on  very  reasonable 
terms.  There  are  plenty  of  punts  to  be  had.  Jack 
fishing  affords  sport  this  time  of  the  year,  as  they 
are  plentiful,  ranging  from  51b.  to  201b.  The  reser- 
voir is  beautiful  clear  water,  with  good  hard  ground 
lor  bank  fishers.  The  isurrounding  country  is  most 
picturesque. — Yours  truly, 

C.  LOVATT  AND  H.  ScOATES. 

[Much  obliged  to  Messrs.  Lovatt  and  Scoates. 
Elstree  is  also  a  grand  place  for  skating  when  the 
ice  bears. — Ed.] 

LOUGH   NEAGH  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir,— Referring  to  your  footnote  to  Mr 
Meenan  s  letter  of  Dec.  6,  I  think  that  one  reason 
why  there  is  practically  no  angling  on  Lough  Neaeh 
arises  from  the  dangerous  character  of  the  lake  It 
is  a  umformwidth  of  about  twelve  miles  for  its 
thirty  miles  of  length,  and  is  almost  destitute  of 
islands.  Another  reason  is  that  there  are  no 
angling  boatmen. 

The  net  fishermen  will  not  go  out  with  anglers 
and  are  inclmed  to  use  persuasive  measures  of  an 
unpleasant  kind  with  any  who  feel  disposed  to  try 
rod-fishing.  I  once  saw  a  London  angler  try  for 
three  days  at  Toome  to  get  two  boltmen  who 
would  go  with  him  to  troll  for  lake  trout.  He  came 
fitted  out  perfectly  as  regards  rods,  tackle,  and  baits 
and  had  come  on  purpose,  but  had  to  go  home  with- 
out  a  try. 

During  the  fifteen  years  that  I  regularly  viaite4 
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the  Bann,  I  tried  to  induce  my"  boatmen  to  try  the 
lake,  but  though  I  got  taken  a  few  miles  along  the 
shores  on  several  occasions,  I  found  the  men  knew 
nothing  about  the  depths,  and  consequently  it  was 
useless  trolling.  That  there  are  plenty  of  enormous 
trout  in  Lough  Neagh  I  do  not  doubt,  having  seen 
many  from  101b.  to  201b.  that  were  got  in  the  nets, 
so  that  yoiu:  correspondent  was  excusable  in 
believing  that  a  351b.  trout  had  been  caught. 

True  it  turns  out  to  have  weighed  only  281b., 
but  seeing  that  a  261b.  trout  was  got  a  few  years 
ago  on  Lough  Ennell,  surely  there  was  nothing 
inherently  improbable  in  a  35-pounder  being  got 
in  the  largest  lake  in  the  three  kingdoms. 

I  was  sorry  to  see  Mr.  Gedney's  rather  uncharit- 
able remarks  on  Dan  O'Fee,  who  is  quite  a  character, 
and  whose  trout  and  salmon  flies  are  such  works  of 
art,  not  only  as  things  of  beauty,  but  as  examples 
(rare  in  these  days)  of  conscientious,  painstaking 
work,  examples  of  productions  where  a  man  puts 
his  best  into  his  handicraft. 

I  have  used  his  flies  for  trout  and  salmon  in  the 
rivers  of  Ireland,  Scotland,  England,  and  Wales, 
and  have  never  found  their  equal  for  durability  or 
attractive  power,  my  only  regret  being  that  I  cannot 
get  enough  for  my  wants. — Yours  truly, 

Liverpool.  T.  B.  Johnston. 

HOW  TO   COOK  MACKEREL. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  correspondence  on  sea 
fishing  at  Brighton,  I  notice  that  "  H."  says  that 
he  was  told  by  the  Brighton  fishermen  that  they 
boiled  their  mackerel  two  hours.  I  was  on  board  a 
French  fishing  boat  some  time  since,  and  they  told 
me  that  they  always  wrapped  them  up  in  cloth  and 
boiled  them  for  five  or  six  hours,  and  said  that  all 
the  injurious  portions  were  destroyed,  and  the  fish 
tasted  much  better.  I  should  not  have  believed  it, 
but  the  proof  of  the  pudding  is  in  the  eating.  I 
tasted,  and  was  satisfied  they  were  right.  It  is 
very  like  the  question  that  a  celebrated  teacher 
put  to  a  scholar  in  the  cookery  class,  which  was  : 
"  How  long  do  you  boil  an  egg  ?"  Answer, 
"  Three  minutes."  "  No,"  said  the  teacher.  And 
no  one  could  tell  the  answer  till  the  teacher  told 
them  that  eggs  should  never  be  boiled.  They 
should  be  put  into  boiling  water,  and  kept  there 
for  five  or  six  minutes,  adding  two  minutes  for  each 
extra  egg.  Boiling  them  toughens  them.  Eggs 
cooked  like  this  are  like  cream,  and  can  be  eaten  by 
people  who  avoid  eggs  on  account  of  their  indiges- 
tibility. — Yours  truly,  William  Hearder. 

Plymouth. 

TEMPERATURE  OF  FISH  AND  WATER. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  inform  me  how  near  the 
temperature  of  the  water  comes  to  that  of  the  fish  ? 
Suppose  the  water  was  fifty  degrees,  what  would  be 
the  temperature  of  a  jack,  perch,  roach,  or  bream  ? 
Is  there  any  rule  to  go  by  ? — Yours  truly, 

Quill  Float. 


DISCOVERY  OF  A  GOOD  PIKE  FISHING 
PLACE. 

Deak  Sir, — I  should  like  to  record  in  your 
columns  a  day's  pike  fishing  I  had  recently.  I  dis- 
covered the  piece  of  water  almost  accidentally  by 
looking  up  an  old  ordnance  map,  and,  with  a  hired 
boatman  from  a  neighbouring  piece  of  water,  went 
to  exploit  it.  We  did  not  get  on  the  water  imtil 
11.30  a.m.,  and  had  to  leave  again  for  our  return 
five-mile  walk  at  3.30,  so  that  we  were  fishing  but 
four  hours.  When  we  reached  the  water  we  found 
that  there  was  only  a  half-submerged  punt  to  be 
had  from  the  lonely  farm  hard  by.  I  should  like  to 
repeat  that  I  hardly  expected  any  sport,  as  the  water 
is  even  now  practically  vmknown,  and  I  went  merely 
on  "  spec,"  so  to  speak.  I  spun  and  trailed  with  a 
large  spoon  alternately,  and  began  to  get  sport 
almost  at  once.  I  am  not,  I  fear,  a  good  descriptive 
hand  at  recounting  fishing  experiences,  and  so  will 
simply  append,  as  near  in  order  of  capture  as  I  can, 
the  very  excellent  catch  I  obtained — SJlb.,  51b., 
18|lb.,  71b.,  18^1b.,  41b.,  51b.,  121b.,  151b.  That  is 
to  say,  the  nine  fish  scaled  about  901b.  I  think  you 
will  agree  that  this  was  a  fair  day's  sport.  The  two 
largest  fish  were  set  up  by  Mr.  Mountney,  taxider- 
mist. Royal  Arcade,  Cardiff,  and  I  presented  one  to 
the  St.  Cuthbert's  Society's  Rooms,  Durham  Uni- 
versity, where  it  may  be  seen  at  any  time.  I  am 
hoping  to  exploit  this  water  again  this  Christmas, 
and  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  two  gentlemen 
(gentlemen  sine  qud  non,  'varsity  men  preferred) 
who  would  like  to  join  me  for  a  few  days.  I  know 
there  are  some  monsters  in  this  water,  but  since  it  is 
not,  strictly  speaking,  preserved,  my  making  public 
its  name  and  locality  would  mean  its  eventual  ruin 
as  a  fishing  ground,  inaccessible  though  it  be.  If  I 
am  not  trespassing  too  greatly  upon  your  space  I 
3hould  like  to  indicate  to  pike-lishing  lovers  the 
excellent  sport  to  be  obtained  in  the  upper  reaches 


of  the  Wye.  One  making  Rhayader  or  Builth  his 
centre  could  get  a  grand  time,  and  the  owners  of 
preserved  trout  waters  round  about  would  give  the 
pike  angler  carte  blanche  to  go  where  he  pleased.  In 
fact,  pike  simply  swarm  in  the  Wye  about  New- 
bridge and  Builth. — Yours  truly.  Swivel. 

EELS  FEEDING  ON  FLIES. 

Sir, — This  is  more  conunon  than  many  think, 
especially  on  close,  warm,  muggy  evenings.  See 
Fishing  Oazetle  for  June  25  and  July  9,  IBS'?. 

On  the  former  date  "  A.  C.  B."  says "  I  hooked 
and  landed  with  a  green  night  fly  a  large  eel.  It 
was  very  dark,  so  that  I  could  not  see  it  rise."  On  the 
latter  date  Mr.  Hirst  says  ; — "  Towards  nine  o'clock, 
to  convince  myself  and  friend,  I  suggested  that  we 
should  lie  down  on  the  bank  close  to  the  water  and 
notice  the  movements  closely.  We  did  so,  and 
plainly  saw  the  '  grig '  and  '  snig  '  feeding  on  the 
Blue  Dim,  and  apparently  make  a  dive  vmdor  the 
bank." 

I  have  also  read  of  a  person  standing  on  a  bridge 
and  seeing  them  feeding  on  the  Black  Gnat  under 
the  water. — Yours  truly,  A  Reader. 


SPINNING  FOR  TROUT 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  obliged  if  you  can  inform 
me  where  I  can  get  the  "  Aerial  Fliglit "  for  minnow 
spinning.  I  have  taken  the  Fishing  Gazette  about 
two  months  ;  I  am  delighted  with  it.  Any  informa- 
tion you  could  give  me  about  spinning  for  trout 
in  reservoir  with  natural  minnows  and  artificial 
minnows  would  be  of  great  service  to  me.  Spinning 
from  bank;  fish  run  from  lib.  to  (ilb.  If  any  articles 
have  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  re  above,  I 
should  be  glad  to  buy  them. — Yours  truly 

Scott. 

["  Scott "  will  find  the  articles  on  "  Spinning 
for  Trout  with  the  Natural  Minnow,"  by  W.  J. 
Bullock,  which  we  published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
on  Nov.  2,  9,  and  IG,  1901,  last  year,  most  useful. 
Mr.  liullock  killed  many  thousands  of  trout  spinning 
the  natural  miimow.  Ciu-iously  enough,  one  of  the 
best  artificial  trout  minnows  ever  made — the  "Derby 
Killer  " — was  made  by  a  Mr.  Bullock,  of  Derby. 
I  have  fished  with  both  these  anglers  (alas  !  now 
dead),  and  I  never  saw  better  work  with  the 
spinning  minnow — unless,  perhaps,  it  was  Collinson, 
the  late  keeper  on  the  Matlock  Association  water, 
using  the  ARIEL  fly-fishing  spinning  method, 
in  which  a  small  minnow  is  cast  overhand,  the 
finest  of  tackle  being  used.  It  is  the  most  deadly 
of  all  styles  of  spinning,  though,  possibly,  Mr.  W. 
J.  Bullock's  killed  more  fish,  as  the  trout  cannot 
resist  the  small  bait  on  drawn  gut  ;  but  many  fish 
are  lost,  and  fortunately  it  is  the  most  difficult  of 
all  styles  of  spinning  to  master. — Ed.] 

FISHING  AT  BETTWS-Y-COED. 

Dear  Sir, — -To  begin  with — -of  course  I  read  and 
I  need  not  say  enjoy  reading  your  paper.  I  have 
to  spend  the  greater  part  of  April  and  May  at  Betts- 
y-Coed,  North  Wales,  next  year.  Knowing  abso- 
hitely  nothing  of  the  fishing  in  that  district,  I  apply 
to  you  for  information,  feeling  sure  that  if  you  can 
you  will  help  me.  If  you  or  any  of  your  kind 
correspondents  can  enlighten  me  in  any  or  every 
way.  I  shall  be  extremely  obliged. — Yours  truly, 

Withington,  Lanes.  "  SicK  Rod." 

[There  is  plenty  of  water  and  lovely  scenery,  and 
for  a  small  sum  tickets  for  trout  fishing  can  be  had, 
but  the  trout  are  small  but  plucky  little  beggars  and 
excellent  eating.  My  correspondent  would  enjoy 
fishing  from  a  boat  on  the  lakes ;  the  river  fishing 
would  be  too  hard  work  for  an  invalid,  as  the  streams 
are  very  rapid  and  rocky. — Ed.] 


GRAND  SEA  FISHING  AT  FOWEY  AND 
FISHING  REPORTS  IN  GENERAL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  glad  to  see  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Dec.  13,  "  W.  R.  G.'s  "  tardy  explanation  of  his 
day's  sport  on  Oct.  24.  I  regret  he  had  not  the 
recent  copies  of  the  paper  by  him  to  refresh  his 
memory,  as  he  would  have  seen,  in  the  first  place, 
that  in  his  letter  of  Nov.  8  he  reports  that  on 
putting  out  the  lines  sport  waxed  fast  and  furious, 
hauling  up  great  fish  from  a  depth  of  25  fathoms 
(namely,  150  feet),  the  "  Admiral  "  using  single  gut 
and  no  lead,  and  "  W.  R.  G."  and  his  friend  using 
light  ones.  In  my  two  queries,  I  tried  to  find  out 
from  "  W.  R.  G."  how  this  difficult  feat  was  accom- 
plished, not  how  he  managed  to  keep  his  bait  at  the 
bottom,  but  how  he  reached  the  fish  at  that  depth 
with  the  tackle  mentioned.  I  trust  "  W.  R.  G." 
will  excuse  my  ignorance  at  not  knowing  that 
Oct.  24  happened  to  be  a  dead  neap  tide,  but  for 
all  that  I  must  claim  some  knowledge  of  the  sea 
and  sea-fishing. 

Under  the  circumstances  mentioned,  I  can 
understand  that  leads  of  3oz.  to  5oz.  would  slowly 
sink  a  bait  with  a  fine  line  150  feet,  but  "^W.  R,  G." 


forgets  to  explain  how  the  "  Admiral's "  bait 
reached  the  bottom.  It  would  be  interesting  to 
hear  how  long  it  takes,  say,  in  dead  water,  to  sink  a 
bait  150  feat  without  any  weight.  I  am  afraid 
very  few  fish  would  be  caught  in  an  hour,  and,  if 
there  was  any  tide  at  all,  that  depth  would  never 
be  reached.  I  can  even  lay  claim  to  having  caught 
hundreds  of  pollack  near  the  surface,  but  we  are 
dealing  with  fish  hauled  up  from  the  depth  of 
150  feet,  and  not  surface  fishing.  I  must  con- 
gratulate "  W.  R.  G."  on  his  good  sport,  but  fail 
to  see  why  the  locality  in  the  case  of  sea-fishing 
should  be  suppressed  ;  it  is  not  like  free  fresh- 
water fishing,  which  might  soon  be  over-fished. 

I  do  not  quite  understand  "  W.  R.  G.'s  "  reference 
to  the  "  Admiral,"  and  one  or  two  pollack  ;  perhaps 
it  refers  to  his  letter  to  the  Field.  In  "  W.  R.  G.'s  " 
letter  of  Nov.  8  it  is  presumed  the  "  Admiral  "  had 
his  share  of  the  forty-three  pollack.  I  cannot  say 
I  admire  "  W.  R.  G.'s  "  Canadian  style  of  fishing  ; 
it  savours  too  much  of  skull-dragging  and  the  old 
system  of  sea-fishing  with  all  the  odds  on  the  fisher. 
I  made  no  inquiries  about  conger  fishing. 

With  regard  to  general  fishing  reports,  I  would 
suggest  that  forms  should  be  supplied  to  all  fishing 
hotels,  with  spaces  for  the  following  particulars  :  — 
Place,  date,  time,  catch,  weight,  weather,  remarks, 
name  of  sportsman  and  gillie  ;  and  that  no  reports 
are  published  unless  the  fisherman  sses  his  fish 
weighed  (without  the  too  often  bag  or  net),  and 
sigas  the  form.  Hotel  proprietors  are  so  anxious  to 
get  the  fishing  reports  published  as  an  advertise- 
ment that  they  would  soon  agree  to  the  new 
arrangement.  I  feel  sure  the  public  would  much 
prefer  half  the  present  fishing  reports  verified  in 
this  way  than  at  present.  Judging  from  the 
reports  in  the  sporting  papers  fishermen,  as  a  rule, 
do  not  object  to  their  names  being  mentioned. — • 
Yours  truly.  J.  B.-L. 

FORTY  SQUARE  MILES  OF  DEAD  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  taken  the  enclosed  cutting 
from  the  Edinburgh  Evening  Dispatch  of  Dec.  12, 
of  to-night,  in  fact : — 

"  An  Ocean  Phenomenon. 
"  Moscow,  Dec.  5. — The  captain  of  one  of  the 
Russian  coastguard  ships  engaged  in  protecting  the 
sealing  industry  in  the  North  Pacific  has  reported 
that  he  met  on  the  coasts  of  Kamschatka,  on  a  date 
imfortunately  not  stated,  enormous  masses  of  dead 
fish.  Steaming  at  eight  knots,  his  ship,  the  Kotik, 
took  two  hours  to  get  clear  of  the  shoal,  which  con- 
sisted entirely  of  a  fish  of  the  salmon  species  (Salmo 
gibbosuskk).  The  fish  were  met  with  about  thirty 
miles  off  the  coast,  and  covered,  it  was  calculated, 
about  forty  square  miles  of  the  sea's  surface.  It  is 
unfortimate  that  no  date  is  mentioned,  as  such  a 
phenomenon  can  only  be  attributed  to  some  vast 
disturbance  by  volcanic  action,  and  if  I  am  not 
mistaken  news  of  seismic  convulsions  has  reached 
us  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Kamschatka.  The 
present  communication  comes  from  Petropavlovik, 
on  the  east  coast  of  Kamschatka. — Standard." 

Remembering  that  I  had  a  somewhat  similar 
cutting  in  an  old  scrap  book  (quite  twenty  years  old), 
I  looked  over  it,  and  came  on  the  paragraph,  but 
where  it  came  from  I  do  not  know  now.  It  is 
headed  : — "  Sixty-nine  Miles  of  Dead  Fish."  You, 
sir,  will  notice  that  it  was  not  seventy  miles,  though 
how  at  sea  they  were  so  careful  as  to  measure  one 
mile  more  or  less  when  sailing  through  such  a  mass 
of  dead  fish,  who  can  say  ? 

The  New  York  Tribune  interviewed  the  captain 
of  the  barque.  I  will  now  copy  the  gist  of  the  con- 
versation. C.  goes  for  captain,  and  I.  for  inter- 
viewer : — C.  :  "  From  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  to 
five  o'clock  in  the  evening  we  were  passing  through 
this  school  of  codfish,"  etc.,  etc.  I.  :  "  Did  you  eat 
them  ?  "  C.  :  "  No,  not  sixty-nine  miles  of  'em  ; 
we  ate  a  few  !  "  I. :  "  And  this  is  not  a  fish  story  ?  " 
C.  :  "  Hardly  ;  three  other  vessels  report  the  same 
facts  !  "  I.  :  *'  Sixty-nine  miles  of  dead  fLsh  are 
some  fish?  "  C.  :  "  You're  right  !  That's  the  point 
of  the  story.  They  weren't  all  cod  ;  there  was  a 
kind  of  fish  like  a  sea  bass,  and  also  a  lot  of  red 
snappers  !  " 

It  goes  on  to  say  that  the  influence  of  icebergs 
was  suggested,  but  that  a  fish  commissioner — named 
Mr.  Blackford — when  appealed  to,  said  :  "  No  ; 
cold  water  would  not  affect  them  unless  they  were 
salt !  I  don't  know  what  it  was  ;  I  am  going  to 
acquaint  Professor  Baird  with  the  facts  ;  it  is  a 
matter  of  interest  to  the  Commissioners  !  " 

"  Li^nless  they  were  salt !  "  Sixty-nine  miles  of 
salt  fish  !  What  on  earth  did  he  mean  else  ?  I 
imderstand  the  secret  of  it  all  at  last.  Someone 
very  improperly  had  "  put  salt  on  their  tails  ! 
I  see,  I  see  !  as  said  the  blind  man.  To  those  who 
trade  between  Windsor  (Nova  Scotia)  and  New 
York  the  hint  is  valuable.  How  to  get  at  the  tails 
is  another  thing — a  mere  detail  ! — but  by  all  means 
carry  salt  and  try !— Yours  truly,    E.  M.  Tod. 


Fuhtng  Gazette,  December  M,  1902 
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CADBURY'S  COCOA 


ABSOLUTELY 

PURE. 
THEREFORE 
BEST 


Dr.  J.  M.  BARRIE  savs :  "WHAT  I  call 
tlie  'ARCADIA'  in  •  Mv  Ladv  Nicotine'  is  the 
'  CRAVEN  '  Mixture  and  no  other.  " 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  Ltd., 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

137,  ST.  JOHN  STREET  ROAD,  LONDON,  E.C 


Telephone  :  1129  Central. 


Telegrams:  "  FISHGIG,  LONDON." 


A  SEASONABLE  CHRISTMAS  PRESENT. 

THE  "SIRDAR." 

The  Best  Pike  Rod  on  the  Market 


ALWAYS  RELIABLE. 


NEVER  FAILS. 


J-lb.  Sample  Tin,  2/6,  Postage  3d.  extra 

J.  J.  ^ARRERAS, 

7,  Wardour  St.,  Leicester  Square,  London,  W, 

 OR  ANY  TOBACCONIST 


THE  MOST  NUTRITIOUS. 

EPPS'S 

GRATEFUL- COMFORTING. 

COCOA 

BREAKFAST-SUPPER. 


Every  Angler  who  wades  should  use 

TOD'S  SAFETY  BUCKLE 
AND  STRAP 

for  their  Creel. 
Buekle,  2s.       Buckle  and  Strap,  3d.  6d. 


Sole  Maker- J.  GILLETT, 

Fishing:  Rod  and  Tackle  Manufacturer, 
40,  FETTER  LANE,  LONDON,  E.C. 
page  :m,  Hthlng  (Jaxeltt,  Dec.  8,  1902. 


Selected  Cane  Butt  and  Joint  with  two  gieenheait  tops.  Full  length,  11  ft.  6  in.  ;  with  sliort  top  for 
live  baiting,  10  ft.    The  " Siidar  '  is  finished  and  fttted  in  our  highest  class  style,  with  dcnilile 
cork  handle,  Universal  winch  fittings,  double  German  silver  brazings,  revolving  butt  and  top  rings 
Corked  stoppers  in  division  case. 

Price  23/-,  with  Patent  Pneumatic  Button  inclusive. 


Send  for  Illustrated  Price  List  Post  Free. 


BUMSTED'SisSSALT 

B7  APPOINTMENT  TO  HER  MAJESTY  QUEEN  VICTORIA. 


UP  TO  DATE  PIKE  TACKLE 

THE  "JARDINE"  PIKE  ROD,     An  exact  copy  of  Mr.  JABDINE'S  Rod.  Two 
Tops,  Hollow  Butt,  25/-. 


THE   YOREDALE"  PIKE  ROD.  12/§. 

THE   SPECIAL"  GREENHEART 

PIKE  ROD,  9/6. 

BICKERDYKE"  &  "JARDINE"  PIKE 
PATERNOSTERS,  Gimp,  1/ , 

Salmon  Gut,  1/6. 

THE  HARROGATE" 

SPINNER,  1/9  post  free. 
The  Best  artificial  Bait 
on  the  market. 


LIVE    BAIT  TRACES, 

Short,  M. ;  Long,  6d.  ea. 

HANDY"  PIKE  GAG, 

6d.  each. 

—  f  \ 

SPINNING  TACKLE, 

with  movable 
flanges  to  secure 
bait,  1/-  each. 


Ditto,  GREENHEART.  15  . 

"JARDINE" 
SNAPS, 

3/-  dozen. 

PIKE 
SPOONS, 

Silver, 
9d.  each. 
Gold  one 
side  and  Sil- 
ver other, 
1/-  each. 

GIMP  SPINNING 
TRACES, 

with  lead,  6d.,  9d., 
and  1/-. 


"FRANCIS,"  "PENNELL" 
AND  "THAMES"  FLIGHTS, 

complete  with  TRACE, 
1/-  each. 
WITH  LONG  TRACE  AND  ANTI- 
KINKING  LEAD,  16  each. 


X>  R  JE3  £B  XS  R X3  J3      S  I"  It  -A-T  S  , 

ROACH,  DACE,  and  GUDGEON,  16  per  Bottle,  Post  Free. 

Tklkobams:  "PISCATOK,  LEEDS,"  Tki.EI'HoNK  :  No.  2601. 

E.  MILLER, 

NORTHERN     ^GLERS'  DEPOT,  19,5 New  Station  St.,  LEEDS. 


To  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishers, 
W.  RAMSBOTTOM, 

14b,  North  John  Street,  Liverpool, 

will  be  pleased  to  give  advice,  not 
only  Where  to  go,  and  How  to  fish,  but 
also  the  Best  Tackle  to  use. 

His  World-famed  Rods  in  Split 
Cane   or  Greenheart  for  Salmon, 
Trout,  and  Grayling,  cannot 
be  surpassed. 

Reels,  in  all  sizes,  made  in  Gun- 
metal,    Vulcanite,    Aluminium  and 
Brass. 


Salmon,  Trout,  and  Grayling  Flies 
dressed  on  the 
Patent  "Parfalt"  Hooks. 


Salmon  Flies  of  all  descriptions  kept 
in  stock  or  dressed  to  pattern. 

"Hercules"  Casts  for  Trout  and 
Salmon,  are  recognised  as  the  very 
best  Casts  made. 

WRIT  IS   FOR  PRICK  LIST. 


OGDEN  SMITH, 

6,   PARK  SIDE, 

Hyde   Pa^vlc  Comer. 

Works:  CLAPHAM  JUNCTION. 


PRESENT. 

THE  "ON  SIGHT"  FLY  BOX. 


XO,  6  Post  Fx>ee  ; 

with  cost  damper  {a  great 
advantage).  12/6, 

lAtnd  and  Wuler,  April  13,  1901.— 'The  Iwx. 
seems  to  possess  more  good  qualities  and  fewer 
defects  than  any  other  box  of  the  kind  whiclt 
has  jet  been  put  upon  the  market." 

Fishiiiff  Gazette,  .April  20,  1901.—"  It  is '» 
box  that  will  tempt  many  an  angler  to  buy-  'oQ 
sight '  and  he  will  not  regret  it."  "* 


TBB    PISBiya    OAZETTB,  DECJRJaitKn 


G.  LiniE  &  CO. 

First=class  Rod  &  Tackle  Manufacturers. 

Pike  Rods,  Reels,  and  Lines,  Live  Bait  and  Spinning 
Tackle,  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  World. 


A  X    SF»INNER,  PATENT. 

The  advantage  of  this  Spiuner  over  others  is  that :  It  has  a  split  metal  head 
which  will  fit  any  Bait,  and  protect  it  from  being  injured  or  destroyed  by  weeds, 
■stones,  etc.  It  has  a  life-like  appearance.  It  is  impossible  to  throw  the  Bait  oft 
when  spinning,  as  the  leaded  wire  passes  down  it  and  out  at  the  vent.  At  the  end 
of  this  wire  a  loop  is  made,  and  a  Treble  Hook  attached.  All  hooks  are  inter- 
changeable, and  can  be  altered  at  will  for  any  size  desired.  The  leaded  wire  can 
be  used  straight  or  bent  to  any  curve,, 

Oedebs  by  Post  ob  Tklegbaph  eeceive  Immediate  Attention. 
Telegraphic  Address  (Regristered),  "TJROUTING,  LONDON.' 


SEA  RODS  AND  TACKLE  FOR  SEA  FISHING. 

ESTIMATES  GIVEN  FOR  COMPLETE  OUTFITS.  Catalogues  Post  Free  on  application 
63,    HAYMARKET,  S.^RT. 


THE  PERFECT  TAPER  SALMON  AND  TROUT  LINE. 


I6-Plait  Enamel  Dressed  Spinning  and  Trolling  Lines 
Wire  Centre  Casting  Lines  ;  Special  Landing  Nets  that 
cannot  catch  the  Hook;  Wire  Strand  Silk  Snooding 
Deep  Sea  Lines,  sizes  from  Conger  to  Bass.  As  used  and 
recommended  by  Mr.  Frahois  Francis,  Mr.  Sbnior  (of 
the  Field),  Authors  of  "  Kod  in  India,"  and  "The  Sea 
Fisherman,"  Mr.  Mabstoh,  Mr.  Pesnell,  Mr.  Frahk 
BUCELAND,  and  officers  of  the  English  and  Indian  Armies 
and  all  noted  anglers. 

Taper  Trout  Lines  from  Pure  Italian  SUk. 
Maheeer  Lines,  Dressed  Expressly  for  India. 
6  yards,  Silk  Taper  Ends,  to  Splice. 
Composition  In  Cakes  to  Re-dress  lines. 

Bamflbb  and  GATALOaDB,  Two  Stamps. 

Postal  Address— COMPSTALL,  near  MARPLE. 


TROUT  &  OTHER  OVA,  YEARLINGS, 


MOUVBCA,  OXir«TA.O  BAITS,  WATBX  PZ.A.VTS, 

rzsH  MSAK,  BZscTzra, 

LARGEST  SELECTION  IN  THE  VORLD.   SEND  FOR  LIST  (GRATIS) 

For  any  Information  on  Fishery  Matter*  write  to 

THE  SOLWAY  FISHERY  COMPANY,  LTD.,  DUMFRIES. 

HARRT  SPRKCKLKT,  MrPnager. 

BBST  BOOK  ON  FISH  OXTLT'CrBB  ever  published  :  "An  aholbr's  Pabasisb,  aus 
HOW  TO  OBTAin  IT,"  la/io  post  free.   "Hahdy  OniDB  to  Fish  Cclttiri,"  i /a  post  free. 

1000  Eyed  Ova  and  well-made  Hatching  Tank,  carriage  paid,  11/6  ;  or  5O0  and  tank,  7/8. 


PLACE  YOUR  ORDERS  now 

FOK 

FLEXIBLE  GRIP 


Sole  Makers:  BRADDELL  &  SON,  BELFAST. 

SUPPLIED  FROM  STOCK  OB  BUILT  TO  ORDER. 
In  all  sizes  from  9  ft.  to  20  ft. 


AS  USED  BY  NOTED  ANGLERS  ALL  OVER  THE  WORLD.    OVER  300  SOLD. 


WYRESDALE  FISHERY 

(PETER  ORMROD,  PISCICULTURIST). 
TROUT !    TROUT !    TROUT • 

Plaices  Reduced 

FOR        TROUT,  RAINBOW  TROUT,  and  LOCH  LEYEN  TROUT. 
Illustrated  Price  Lists  Free  by  Post.    Advice  Given  on  Stocking  Waters. 

Applj  early  and  secure  the  best  fish  obtainable  In  the  Kingdom. 


ANDRE  TV  HENRY,  Sbcretabt, 

WYRESDALE  FISHERY  COMPANY,  Limited, 


JOHN  COOPER  &  SONS, 

SPECIALISTS  IN  FISH  MOUNTING, 

28,  RADNOR  STREET,  ST.  LUKE'S,  LONDON. 
Winners  of  Five  Gold  and  Silver  Medals. 


CUMMINS' 

ANGLER'S  Knife 

10/6 

Poststge    3d.  extx^a.. 

(Illustration  is  half  actual  size.) 


CUMMINS' 

ANGLER'S  Knife 

10/6 

Postskge    3d.  extx^ct. 

(Illustration  is  half  actual  size.) 


Best  Staghorn  Handle,  with  Loop  for  attaching  to  Chain,  contains  Large  and  Small  Blades,  Electro-plated  Disgorger, 
Corkscrew,  Button  Hook,  Leather  Piercer,  Baiting  Needle,  Pricker,  Tweezers,  Pair  of  Scissors  and  Screwdriver. 

B.  B.  Marston,  Esq.,  in  Fishing  Gazette  says : — "  We  have  never  seen  anything  approaching  it  for  value  and  quality  at  the  price,  it  is  a  first-rate  article.  Every 
Jjit  as  good  as  similar  knives  for  which  four  times  as  much  is  often  asked  and  paid." 

W.  J.  CUMMINS,  North  of  England  Rod  Works,  Bishop  Auckland. 
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NOW  IS  THE  TIME 

To  send  your  favourite  Rotis  to  be  Renovated  and  Strengthened  by 

No  Eod  is  too  weak  and  worthless  for  "  Kibbing "  to  renovate  successfully.  It  is  simply  a  case  of  turning  old 
and  swoppy  Rods  into  new  and  up-to-date  stiff  and  strong  weapons. 

SEND  US  YOUR  ROD  AND  WE  WILL  GIVE  IT  A  NEW  LEASE  OF  LIFE  !  1 

ISTe  nvill  j7epo]?t  on  11;  Ibefoi^e  we  put  it;  in.  lietnd. 


We  have  been  the  recipients  of  thousands  of  testimonials  from  habitual  users,  from  the  leading  living  authorities- 
Messrs.  Senior,  Editor  of  the  Field,  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette — downwards. 

The  cost  is  merely  nominal,  viz.,  5/9  for  Rods  with  one  top  under  12  ft.  (and  1/9  for  each  additional  top  if  any). 
Rods  12  ft.  and  over,  3/6  extra.     The  cost  of  "  Ribbing"  includes  that  of  varnishing  also. 


Address:  FOSTER  BROS.,  ASHBOURNE. 

London  Agent:  «J.   □DAlTILiER,  9,  Gx>esley  Roa.d,  Hoi*xisey  X^ctne,  Xjonclon,  IN. 

T.  I SS       SS     X*ZC>XSZS.      (SSO  pages.)      Hundreds   of  Illustrations. 

JLINGJLJBRS'   HOTSX^S,   FISHIKTG   QUILRTERS,  Slg. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 


Splendid  Winter  Quarters  for  Sportsmen. 

GOOD    SHOOTING  FREE. 

Inclusive  Terms  only  10/6  a  day. 

Post  and  Telegraph  :  HOTEL,  LAKE  VYRNWY,  NORTH  WALES. 
Fyice  as.  6d.  net. 

SECOND  EDITION  NEAELY  READY. 

Grayling  Fishing  in  South  Country  Streams 

By  H.  A.  ROLT, 

Assistant  Secretary,  Piscatorial  Society,  Contributor  to  the  "  Field," 
"  Fishing  Gazette,"  &c. 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  AND  COMPANY,  Limited, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.G. 

HOWIETOUN  FISHERY, 

STIRLING,  N.B, 

Send  for  Price  List  of,  .  . 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLING,  &  TWO-YEAR-OLD  FARIO, 
LEVENENSIS,  IRIDEUS,  &C. 

TO 

HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  CO.,  STIRLING,  N.B. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITB  HABT  HOTEL 

RINQWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  mUes  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Jlshing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
in  Hotel  at  5*.  per  day.  Billiards ;  Posting ; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters  of  C.T.C.i 
&c. — Address,  Proprietor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  In  the  West  of  Ireland — Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  H  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.  Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNEES,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Middlesex, 

nshermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Boach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  station!.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SIZES  or  Fish, 

Pike,  18  Inch.  Bream,  10  loch. 

Chub,  7  inch.  Dace,  6  Inch. 

Bndd,  S  inch.  Perch,  8  Inch. 

Tench,  8  inch.  Gudgeon,  i  Inch. 

Bottom  Fishing  ...      ...    per  day  1/0 

Jack  Fishing    „  2/6 


GOOD  FREE  FI8HLNG 

Pike  and  Qeneral. 
THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&o.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD,  HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS. 


INNSBRUCK. 

The  lovely  Capital  of  Tyrol.  Ideal  Health 
and  Pleasure  Resort.  Good  Fishing.  Charming 
Excursions.  Delightful  Climate.  Englith 
Church. 

HOTEL  TYROL. 

C.  LANDSEE,  Proprietor. 


KILLIN  HOTEL, 

Loch  lay,  Perthshire,  N.B. 

Finest  Salmon  Fishing  in  Hcotland.  CharKes 
for  rijslit  of  Fishing,  viz.  :  llntfl  Water,  Jtl  per 
Salmon  caUKht  up  to  five — then  free  ;  JiKiircml 
Water,  tti  per  week,  or  2V-  a  day.  No  chaiKC  in 
made  for  the  use  of  the  boats.  Fishing  opens  on 
the  15th  of  .Tannary,  1H0.3,  till  end  of  May.— For 
further  particulars  apply  to  H.  J.  Kniout. 

SoTB  :-  All  fish  are  retained  by  anglers. 


THE  EXE  VALLEY 


TORCROSS  MOTEL 

ISeax  Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon. 


Aixr  XX>X3^X.  SOPOT. 

THE  CELEBRATED 

FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Near  FARNHAM.  SURRET. 


OUT  OF  SIGHT  AMD  SOUND  OF  RAILWAYS. 


On  shore  of  own  Private  Lake,  H  miles 
in  circumference. 


CELEBRATED  FOR  COOD  WINTER 
PIKE  FISHING. 


About  1000  acres  of  Excellent  Mixed  Shooting 
available  to  residents  on  very  reasonable  terms. 


Board  and  Residence  from  3  grs.  per  week 
Inclusive.  Evepytbingr  of  Best  Possible 
Quality.  Moderate  Prices. 


Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses. 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 

Xtiriff  forumrded  on  applioation. 

G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 
Telegrams:  "  Griffiths,  Frensham  Pond,  Surrey.'' 

HOUSEBOAT  TO  LET. 

A  commodious  and  well-appointed  HOUSE- 
BOAT, with  every  accommodation,  including 
Cooking  Arrangements  and  Utensils,  Cutleiy, 
Glass,  &c.  Roomy  Sleeping  Berths  for  5 
persons.  Use  of  Punt.  Good  opportunity  for 
Fishing  or  Riverside  Holiday  at  small  expense. 
Engage  early  to  prevent  disappointment. 
Terms:  £i  ss.  per  week.— Wadswoeth,  St. 
Ives,  Hunts. 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL 

CLEN  LYON,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Distance  :  9  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Station, 
and  2  J  miles  from  Fearnan  Pier,  Loch  Tay . 
Under  new  management,  in  connection 
with  Tyndrum  and  Crianlarich  Hotels. 
Excellent  Salmon  Fishing  opens  15th 
January. — Apply,  R.  Stewart. 


SALMON  FISHING 

Kenmore,  Loch  Tay,  on  the  Hotel  water, 
commencing  15th  January,  1903.  Pros- 
pects for  coming  season  excellent,  both 
Loch  and  Eiver  Lyon. 

Apply,  W.  Knight,  Hotel,  Kenmore, 
Perthshire,  N.B. 


Brown  Trout,  Rainbow  Trout,  and 


'WINTER  FXSHING 


Loeh   Leven  Trout  for  Stocking.   For  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd.  The  best  in 

the  West  of  England,   Boarders  from  1st 
For  price  list  and  particulars  apply  to   Nov.  to  Slst  March,  7s.  6d.  per  day.  Boats 
Theo.  F.  Tbacy,  Exebridge,  Tiverton,  and  Fishing  Free  to  Visitors.    Good  Sea 
Devon.  Fishing.     W.  VIOKERY,  Proprietor. 
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J.  PEEK  &  SON, 

Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export  Fishing  Rod  and 
Tackle  Manufacturers. 

40,  GRAY'S  INN  ROAD 

{Close  to  HOLBORN,  LONDON,  W.C.) 


BEST  WHOLE  CANE  PIKE  RODS.  2  Greenheait  Tops,  Double  Brazed,  Double  Cork  Grasp, 
Universal  Winch  KittinKS,  Brazed  under}  Slide,  Hard  Steel  Snake  Rings,  2  Steel  Revolving 
Loops  and  Revolving  Butt  Ring,  Rubber  Button  and  Division  Bag,  Beautifully  Finished,  22/-. 


WHOLE  CANE  PIKE  RODS. 

Bag,  10/6. 


2  Tops,  Double  Brazed,  Snake  Rings,  Button  and  Division 


BEST  CENTRE  PIN.    Optional  CHECK  REELS,  4  in.,  12/6. 
CENTRE  PIN  PIKE  REELS.    Optional  CHECKS,  3i  in.,  6/-  ;  4  in.,  7/-. 
WOOD  PIKE  REELS.    Optional  CHECKS.   Star  Back,  Plates  under  Handles,  3;  in.,  3/6  and 
4/- ;  4  in.,  4/-  and  5/-.  , 

SOLID  LEATHER  TACKLE  CASES.    Parchments  for  Hooks  and  Box  for  Winder,  5/6  and 
8/6. 

SOLID  LEATHER  FLY  BOOKS.    2/6,  3/6,  4/6  and  6/-. 
JAPANNED  PIKE  TACKLE  BOXES.    3/3  and  3/6. 


THE  GRANT  VIBRATION  ROD 


Single-handed  Rods,  9  ft.,  10  ft.,  10  ft.  6  in. 
Double-handed  Bods   


from 


£3  3s. 
£4  4  b. 


All  Bods  have  Two  Tops, 

Spinning  Rods  (on  above  principle)    £2  2s. 

C.  P»ll.AYFAIFt   As  C01VII>A1MY,  ABERDEEN 


RAINBOWS   A  SPECIALITY. 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  and  TWO-YEAR-OLDS. 

RBIABED  as  much  on  natural  as  artificial  food ;  sold  by  minlmam  meatnrement,  not  by 
average  length.    MoUusca,  Crustaceans,  Water  Plants,  &c. 

"PEPTO,"— PEPTONISED  FISH  MEAL— made  from  pure  fish  and  pepslne.  SoIeBrltlab 
Agent.   Inspection  invited.    Apply  for  catalogues  and  price  list  to — 

C.  W.  WILSON,  Rigmaden  Fishery,  Kirkby-Lonsdale. 


HENRY  H,  CHORLTON,  308,  DERBY  STREET,  BOLTON.  LANGS. 

Maker  and  repairer  of  every  description  of  netting. 

Casting:  Nets.      Keep  Nets.       Rabbit  Nets. 
Purse  Nets.         Eel  Nets.  Rabbit  Gate  Nets. 

Drum  Nets.         Sparrow  Nets.  Rabbit  Purse  Nets. 

The  making  and  repairing  of  hatchery  and  fishery  nets  a  speciality.  Any  kind  of  fishery  net  on  hire. 
Dealer  in  Coarse  Fish.   List  on  application. 


Drag  Nets. 
Trammel  Nets. 
Flue  Nets. 


THE    SOW3L.EY  FISHERY, 

LYMINGTON,  HAMPSHIRE. 
Supplies  all  breeds  of  TROUT  in  the  fry,  yearling,  and 
two-year-old  stage. 

For  Price  List  and  full  particulars  apply  to 

CHARLES  BRAUN,  Esq.,  The  Sowley  Fishery,  Lymlngton,  Hampshire. 


ANGLO  NORWEGIAN  FISHERMEN'S  ASSOCIATION 

PRESIDENT:   Col.  W.  BEOMLEY  DAVBNPOBT,  D.S.O.,  M  P. 


The  chief  object  of  the  Association  Is  to  bring  about  co-operation  between  Its  members 
In  everything  affecting  their  interests.  It  will  also  act  when  required  as  a  Private 
Agency  for  letting  the  Fishings  or  Sporting  Rights  of  Its  members. 

As  the  members  hold  Fishing  Rights  upon  most  of  the  principal  Norwegian  Rivers 
the  Association  will  be  In  a  position  to  refer  persons  desirous  of  taking  Fishings  In 
Norway  to  reliable  sources  of  Information.  For  further  details  apply  to  the  Hon.  Secretary, 

Mr.  A.  VENABLES  KYRKE,  Chard,  Somerset. 


AN  ENTIRELY  ORIGINAL  Combination  of  the  Choicest  Growths  of  Tobacco 


2/3  per  i  lb.  Tin.  LAMBERT  &  BUTLER, 


Branch  of  the  Imperial  Tobacco  |  W% 
Co.  ot  Oreat  Britain  &  Ireland,  LIU 


PIKE  TACKLE. 

ENRIGHT'S 

» Extraordinary 'Pike  Flies 
'Derg' Wonder  Spoons 
'Garryowen'  Baits 
'Derg '  Phantoms 

and  several  other  sure  killers. 


To  be  obtained  only  from 

JOHN  ENRIGHT&SON, 

Castleconnell,  Ireland. 


REUBEN  HEATON,  Reel  Maker, 

New  Street,  Aston  New  Town,   Birmingham.  Established  1857. 

One  of  my  men  made  me  a  POTATO 
MASHER  out  of  a  reel  plate;  it  is  the 

most  useful  thing  in  my  house. 
To  be  had  from  all  ironmongers ;  If  not,  I  will 
post  one  for  9  penny  stamps. 
IT  wiIjI.  last  twenty  years. 


HUTCHINSON  &  SON 

(Late  ADLINGTON  St  HUTCHINSON.  EstabUshed  1745) 

are  the  only  makers  of  the  genuine 
KENDAL  FISH  HOOKS. 


THE   CHESS   RIVER  TROUT  FARM. 


BROWN  TROUT  &  RAINBOW  TROUT. 

ALL  SIZES  CAN  NOW  BE  DESPATCHED. 
For  Prices  and  advice,  apply  to  A.  R.  PEART,  CHORLEY  WOOD,  HERTS. 


Stock  your  Rivers  and  Streams  with  pure  Itchen  River  Trout, 
Tour  Lakes  and  Ponds  with  Loch  Leven  and  Rainbows. 
PRICES  ON  APPLICATION  TO 

MANAGER,  Itchen  River  Trout  Breedingf  Establishment, 


TWEEDS,  HARRIS  CLOTHS,  HOMESPUN 

SPECIALLY  MADE  FOB 

FISHING  ANr>  SHOOTING. 


How  to  Prevent  Colds. 

By  wearing  All-Wool  Unshrinkable  Underclothing.      Every  garment 
guaranteed  unshrinkable,  besides  being  warm  and  comfortable. 
Write  for  Illustrated  Catalogue  and  Patterns  to 

CURRIE,  M  DOUGALL  &  SCOTT, 


THE  MALVERN  WELLS  FISHERY 


ESTABLISHED  1S8S> 


Brown  Trout,  Rainbow  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  Perch,  etc. 

For.  Price  List  (pamphlet),  with  Hints  on  Stocking,  apply— 

WALTER  BAILY,  The  Fishery,  Malvern  Wells,  Worcestershire. 
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FOR  SALMON,  TROUT,  AND  GRAYLING  TACKLE 

MORTON'S  PERFECTION  CANE-BUILT  RODS 

Uft.,  95/-;  15fb.,110/-;  16ft.,  130/-;  17ft.,  150/-;  18ft.,  165/- 

All  fitted  with  2  tops,  mounted  and  finished  in  the  best  style. 


OUR   SPECIAL   NORTHUMBRIAN  PATTERN 
SALMON  RODS. 

13  ft.,  U  ft.,  15  ft.,  for  Loch  and  Sea  Trout,  25/-,  30/-,  and  35/- 
16  ft.,  40/-,  17  ft.,  45/-,  18  ft.,  50/-,  20  ft.,  60/-. 


Rods  made  to  any  special  pattern  on  our  own  premises 
by  Practical  Anglers. 

Oar  special  range  of  Salmon,  Grilse,  Sea  and  Loch  Trout  are  carefully 
dressed  by  Practical  Workers. 

WADING  TROUSERS  AND  STOCKINGS,  BROGUES  AND  SHOES. 


5end  for  our  Book  Catalogue,  post  free,  3d. 


MIIDTnil'Q  The  Northern 
IflUn  I  Uil  Oj  Angler's  Resort, 


GREY  STREET,  NEWCASTLE 


ABSOLUTE  SECURITY 

Genuine  CARTER'S  LITTLE  LIVER  PILLS  mnst  to 
Fac-simlle  Signature  of 


Absolutely  CUYQ 
BILIOUSNESS. 
SICK  HEADACHE. 
TORP.D  LIVER. 
FURREDTONGUE. 
INDIGESTION. 
'*>  CONSTIPATION. 
DIZZINESS. 
SALLOW  SKIN 


ARTERS 

ITTLE 
IVER 


They  TOUCH  the 


Li 


Genuine  Wrapper  Printed  on 
WHITE  PAPER.  BLUE  LETTERS. 

I^OQk  for  tb9  Signature 


THE  HIT  OF  THE  SEASON!! 

TAYLOR'S  ORIGINAL 

"Always  Ready  for  Use," 
KING  OF  ROAGH  PASTE 

Made  in  Three  Colours  :  Pink,  White,  and 
Yellow,  and  put  up  in  3d.,6d.,  and  Is.  tins. 

TEST  ITS  MERITS 
YOURSELF 

by    sending    four    penny    stamps  for 
sample  tins  of  each  colour,  post  free. 


Direct  from  the  Maker  : 

E.  S.  TAYLOR, 

FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 

i,  West  Bridge  Square,  LEICESTER. 


ENGLISH   TACKLE  MAKERS 

will  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  in 

FOREST 

AND 


THE 


THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon, 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing; 
and  accounts  o£  angling  waters.  The  othe' 
departments  are :  Shootmg,  iVatural  History, 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WEEKLY.  ILLUSTRATED, 
FOREIGN  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  $S  per  YEAR. 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &  CO., 
23,  Finch   Lane  Cornhill,  London 

ADDRESS  

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO, 
New  York,  U.  S.  A. 


MUDIE'S 


LIBRARY 

All  the  BEST  BOOKS  of  TRAVEL, 
SPORT,  ADVENTURE,  &c.,  in 

English,  French,  German,  Italian, 

and  Spanish,  are  in  CIKCUIjA- 

TION  and  for  SALE  (either  New 

or  Secondhand). 

Prospect  uses  oi  the  Terms  of  Subscription  In 
Town  or  Country  and  Lists  of  Boolu  for  Sale  sent 
free  by  post  to  any  address. 

MUDIE'S  SELECT  LIBRARY 

LIMITED, 

80-S4,  NEW  OXFORD  STREET,  LONDON; 

Ml.  BROMPTON  ROlO,  8.W.;  and 

48,  QUEEN  VIGTORII  STREET,  E.G 
IISQ  AT  BARTON  ARCAOF,  MANCHESTER. 


HOW  10  IMPROVE  AND  PERFECT 
YOUR  FiSeiKG. 

AXfiLERS  who  ("in  ajipreciatu  an  al)Siihiti'Iy 
perfect  reel  (Ncitlin;,'liani),  and  one  that  com- 
biiiL'S  all  the  advantages  of  lightness  with 
atrengtli,  slionld  give  the  Nottingham  "  Aerial  " 
(patent)  a  trial. 

Inventor,  Mr.  Henry  C'o.Kon,  who  also  Invented 
the  celebrated  "  Coxon  "  Spinners  (patent)  for 
Salmon,  Pike,  and  Trout. 


Mt:  (;<>:ri>n,  in  tilsn  tlip  niifliof  of  tliiit 
viil iiiihle  work  {foiirt/i  «ilifioii), 

A  MODERN  TREATISE  ON  PRACTICAL 
COARSE  FISH  ANCLINC :  HOW 
TO  CATCH  FISH. 

Price  Is.  2ti.,  postage  free. 

Revised  price  of  Reels:  Sin.,  witii  optional 
check,  ir,n.  ;  Si  in.  do.,  ;  4in.  do.,  17.).  ;  4i  in. 
do.,  lan.  each.  Without  check  :  4  in.,  14s.  6(1.  ; 
44  in.,  16k.  6rf.  each.  The  Reels  are  of  superb 
quality,  and  of  exquisite  finish. 

Apply:  HENRY  COXON, 

Walton  Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. 

Testimonials  free  on  ajiplicatiou. 


GOLDEN 
PENNY 


A  HIGH-CLASS 


Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 

FOR  THE  HOME. 


Issued  hy  the  Proprietors  of 
''THE  GRAPHIC" 

AND 

'THE  DAI  LIT  GMAEHIC 


'Full  of  well-written  stories." — The 
Times. 

"  Will  furnish  amusement  for  young 
and  old." — The  Mobning  Post. 


01  all  newsagents  and  Bookstalls. 

ONE  PENNY. 


OFFICES : 

190,  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C. 


Telegrams  :  "  Eeel,  Newark." 

DAVID  SLATER, 

WHOLESALE,  RETAIL,  &  EXPORT 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufactnrer, 

NEWARK-ON-TRENT. 


SLATER'S  BOILT  CANE 
SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS. 

The  "Greet"  Built  Cane  Trout 
Rod,  lO.J  feet  long,  2  tops,  cork 
handle,  spiral  lock  joints  and  very  best 
finish.    Price  £3  5s. 

The  "Champion"  Greenheart 
Trout  Rod,  10  to  12  feet  long,  cork 
handle,  2  tops,  and  beautifully  finished. 
Price  25s. 

The  "  Newark  Perfection " 
Rod,  for  Roach,  Perch,  and  all  kinds 
of  Fishing  in  the  Nottingham  style, 
Price  21.S. 

The  "Champion  "  Greenheart 
Pike  Rod,  10  to  12  feet  long,  2  tops, 
and  beautifully  finished.    Price  21s. 


for  Spinning 


The  "Ideal"  Reel 

for  Salmon  and  Pike. 

Slater's  Aluminium  Reels  for 

Salmon  and  Trout. 

The  Fly  Fishers'  Winch  (Regd.). 

The  Future  Sea  Reel. 

Inventor  and  Patentee  of  the  world- 
renowned  "Combination"  Reel, 

made  in  Aluminium,  Ebonite,  and 
Wood. 


Send  for  Illustrated  Calalogne,  Post  Free. 
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Appointed  ^^^^     Manufacturers  to 

by  ^^^m^  '^"^  Royal  Highness 

Royal  Warrant  The  Prince  of  Wales, 

lLwax*cledL  tlie  Gold  MedaJL,  Paifis  1900.    38  Medals  &  iLwa.i«ds. 

The  "FIELD"  says:  "It  is  to  Messrs.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  we  owe  the  supremacy 
we  have  achieved  as  Rod  Makers.  .  ,  .  They  have  left  all  others  hopelessly  behind." 

SPECIAL  RODS  FOR  COARSE  FISHING. 


THE  "MURDOCH"  PIKE  ROD. 

Undoubtedly  the  best  and  most  popular  Rod  for  this  work. 


Hi  ft  in  3  pieces,  cane  built,  without  steel  centre,  2  tops,  cork  covered  handle.  Hardy's  patent  lockfast  joints,  pat  bridge  rings,  new  style  revolving 
pipe  end  rings,  and  large' revolving  butt  ring,  "  Universal"  winch  fitting,  rubber  screw  button,  £5 ;  with  steel  centre,  J36. 

THE  "HOLLINGWORTH"  PIKE  SPINNING  ROD. 

Catalogue  No.  953. — Bamboo  butt  and  middle,  with  2  greenheart  tops, 
cork  covered  handle,  splint  end  lockfast  joints,  double  brazed,  spiral  rings, 
with  revolving  ring  on  butt,  and  tops.  With  full  length  top,  makes  an  11  ft, 
spinning  rod,  and  with  shorter  top  a  9  ft.  6  in.  trolling  rod.    £2  XOs* 
Catalogue  No.  953J. — Second  Quality. — Bamboo  butt  and  middle, 
with  two  greenheart  tops,  cedar  balance  handle,  plain  splint  ended  joints, 
SPECIAL  CHEAP  PIKE  ROD,  10  ft  and  llj  ft.,  2  piece  bamboo  butt,      snake  rings,  revolving  end  and  butt  rings,  rubber  butt  end,  partition  bag, 
greenheart  top,  revolving  end  ring,  snake  rings,  rubber  button,  lOs.  6a.  &c.,  guaranteed  equal  to  any  other  maker's  best,  fil  8s.  6a. 


THE  "CROCODILE"  NATURAL  BAIT  SPINNERS. 


Small  Pike  Size  Baited. 
Eike  (Lirge,  Medium,  or  Small),  2/3  each.    Salmoa,  2/3  each.   Trout  and  Perch,  1/6  each. 


"SILEX"  CASTING  REEL 

A  Eevolution  in  Bait  Casting. 
PAMPHLET  AND  PRICES  FREE. 


Send  us  your  Address  and  we  will  send  you 
Post  Free  a  Copy  of  our  Full 


Branches 


61,  PALL  MALL,  LONDON. 

12  to  14,  Moult  Street,  Manchester;  and  5,  South  St.  David  Street,  Edinburgh. 

HARDY  BROS.,  ALNWICK 


IH^  LIVE  BAITS 


OF  ALL~  KINDS  may  be  procured  from 
61,   PALL-  MALL. 
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Christmas  Presents 


WATERPROOF  "FREKE"  FISHING  BAGS. 


THE  "PORTMAN"  FISHING5BAG. 

Invented  by  the  Hon.  E.  W.  B.  Poktjian. 


FARLOW'S  COLLAPSIBLE  LINE  DRIER. 

"WITH  SHOUT  BUTT. 


SALMON  FLY  BOX. 

Mm 


ANGLER'S  KNIFE. 

Very  Useful. 


THE  "  KENNET  "  DRY  FLY  AND  CAST  BOX. 

Japanned  Tin.    Black  outside.    White  inside. 


The  short  butt  is  fitted  with  Universal  winch  fittings,  which  will 
hold  any  winch,  and  the  line  is  easily  wound  off  and  on  as  shown  in 
the  illustration.  When  closed,  the  Drier  is  about  2  feet  long  and 
will  go  into  an  ordinaiy  rod  box. 


THE  "TEST"  EYED  TROUT  FLY  AND 

CAST  BOX.       Registered  No.  91,683. 


Size— 6  in.  long,  34  in.  wide,  1  in.  deep. 

THE  IMPROVED  "  GYE  "  SLIP  LANDING  NET. 

Invented  by  His  Honour  JuDGi;  Percy  Gye. 


CORRUGATED  CORK "  EYED  FLY 
AND  CAST  BOX. 

Invented  by  It.  A.  l!i{i(io.-<,  Es(|. 


Black  .Japanned  tin  outside,  white  enamel  inside,  fitted  with  strips 
oJ  cork  kept  in  divisions  by  tin  grooves,  so  that  the  Wings  and 
Hatkles  of  Flies,  when  stuck  in  the  cork,  lie  between  the  divisions, 
and  prevents  crashing  or  injury  to  the  Flies. 

Size-  6  in.  long,  'ii  in.  wide,  }  in.  deep,  when  closed.  Weight- 
about  6  oz.    Will  hold  4  to  o  doz.  Flies,  Casts,  and  Tweezers. 

THE  "  MULTUM  IN  PARVO "  FLY  BOX. 

Designed  by  G.  Ashley  Dodd,  Esii. 


ENGLISH  WICKER  BASKET. 

With  Removable  Bag. 


Size— 84  in.  long  by  4}  in.  wide  by  H  in.  deep.  Air-tight  lid,  with 
sliding  txjlt,  and  handle  on  back.  Holds  14i  doz.  Flies.  There  are 
t;  aluminium  trays,  .">  of  them  with  4  rows  of  springs,  to  hold  2  doz. 
Flies.    1  Tray  for  small  Flies,  to  hold  4  j  dozen. 


"ECLIPSE"  SALMON  FLY  BOOK 
FOR  THE  POCKET. 

Designed  by  Col.  RALi'H  Vivian. 


It  is  made  to  hold  80  Salmon  Flies.  Cover  is  of  Pig- 
skin. 7  hi.  long,  4i  in.  wide.  Very  light  to  carry,  and, 
being  made  of  Pigskin,  it  is  yielding.  Weight — 2i  oz. 


Nearly  100  Volumes  of  the  various  Books  on  Angling  for  choice. 
Catalogue,  with  Illustrations  of  over  200  other  useful  Presents,  gratis  and  post  free, 

C.  FARLOW  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  191,  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.G. 
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THE  OAKENGLOUGH 
FISHERY, 

CARSTANG,  LANCASHIRE. 

Rainbow,  Fontinalis,  Loch  Leven, 
and  Brown  Trout  Yearlings  for 
Sale — the  latter  can  be  supplied 
from  either  lake  or  brook  parent 
fish.  Also  a  few  Scotch  Yearling 
Salmon  for  sale. 

PRICES  ON  APPLICATION. 


The  Lord  Montagu's  Beaulieu  Fisheries. 
TROUT 

Fry,  Yearlings,  and  Two  Year  Old  for 
restocking;  also  Sea  Trout  Ova.  For 
Price  List  and  full  particulars,  apply  to 
E.  Collins,  Manager,  Beaulieu  Fisheries, 
Beaulieu,  Brockenhurst,  Hants. 


FREEHOLD  LAND 

For  all  Purposes,  at  Lowest 
possible  Prices, 

In  the  following  choice,  healthy,  and  im- 
proviiig  districts,  all  sizes  to  stiit  buyers. 

Westclifi-oii-Sea,  Southend,  Leigh-on- 
Sea,  Langdou  Hills,  Pitsea,  Walton-on- 
Naze,  Rochford,  Rayleigh,  Ilford,  and 
Tilbury  Docks  (Essex) ;  Heme  Bay, 
Tenham,  and  Minster-on-Sea  near  Sheer- 
nes3  (Kent).  Enormous  List,  unrivalled 
value,  easy  terms,  free  deeds,  great 
catalogues  free.  Don't  buy  land  without 
seeing  ours. 

THE  LAND  COMPANY,  68,  CHEAPSIDE,  E.C- 


FISH  PRESERVED 

And  JUountrd  by 

A.    FOR  xy. 

Fish  Specialist  and  Expert  Taxidermist, 

BLOOMSBURY  STREET.  BIRMINGHAM. 

Unsolicited  Testimonials  from  all  parts 
of  the  British  Isles. 

Bend  •  f  ostoord  for  •  Sample  Oerd  of  tbe 

LINDUM  FISHING  LINES 

Beach    ...     1<.  M.  1    Per  100  yardi. 
Barbel    ...     it.  Od.  I  White  or  Neutral 
Pike       ...      8*.  Od.  I  Green 
Salmon  ...      ii.  Sd.  )       on  Boards. 
The  New  "INVINCIBLH"  GUT,  Bpeclally 
selected,  drawn  and  prepared  by  process  which 
renders  It  stronger,  more  pliable  and  lasting,  and 
less  likely  to  fray  than  any  Gut  on  the  Market. 
Catalogues  post  tree.   To  be  had  only  from 

MDKDUrQ  WHOLESALE  AKD  RETAIL 

•  DAnniiOi  riSHINQ  TACKLE  MAKER, 

1.  8t.  Swithin's  Sgaare.  LINCOLN. 


To  Amateur  Rod  and  Fly  Makers. 

ROD  TIMBER 

Also  Timber  for  Golf  Sticks. 

Well  Seasoned  and  Selected. 
Gkeknheaut,  Hickory,  or  Lancewood  : 
lii".  4in.     i'm.     i'm.     gin.     iin.  2  ft.  long. 
1/-     4d.     3d.     3d.     3d.     3d.  per  length. 
1/6    8d.     7d.     6d.     6d.     4d.  sjft.  loug. 
and  other  lengths  in  proportion. 

Ferrules,  Winch  Fittings,  Snake  Kings,  and 
every  miuisite  for  Rod  Making.  Flies  in  stock  to 
suit  all  waters,  or  dressed  to  pattern,  1«.  and 
In.  6rf.  per  doz.  Floaters,  2'.  per  doz.  ;  Sample 
half  dozen  to  any  address  on  receipt  of  stamps. 

FLY  MATERIALS.— Hackles  in  Red,  Black, 
White,  Furnace,  and  other  natural  colours.  Id. 
per  doz.  Duns,  all  shades,  2(1.  per  doz.  Dyed 
Hackles,  1  i  l.  per  doz. 

Wings  I'HII  Pair.— Starlings,  lid.;  Snipe,  lid.; 
Woodcock,  »d.  ;  Wateihen,  3d.  ;  Partridge,  lid.  ; 
Golden  Plover,  2d.  ;  Blackbirds,  H  /. 

Floss  and  Tjino  Silks,  9d.  per  doz.  hanks, 
.all  snadcs.   

WILL  CHAMBERS  &  CO., 

25,  Market  Place,  Manchester. 

THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OF  IHII 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

Can  be  obtained  from  the  FublUheri, 
Prie*  8*.  Sd. 

loadon  ;  SAMPisoN  Low,  Marstom  &  Co.,  Ltd. 


t^lVE-JOINT  ROACH  R0D,4/8 

11  ft.,  snake  rings,  winch  fittings,  lancewood  top, 
bag  ;  in  liox  ;  carriage,  id. 

Balanced  Handle,  1/-  extra. 
"  Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.    Would  not  take  four  times  the  money 
for  it." — Marston,  Fishing  Gazette. 

BOOTH'S~LINE  GUARD 


(Prot, 


FINEST  UNDRAWN  GUT,  about  20  inch, 
3/6  per  100  ;  very  good  4x  Drawn,  15  inch,  3/10. 
SEA  ROD,  cane,  greenheart  roller  top,  8/6. 
SEA  REEL,  5  inch,  with  Line  Guard,  4/11. 


BOOTH, 

PARAGON    STREET.  HULL. 


Royal  Choral  Society. 

PATRON:  H.M.  THE  KINO. 

President :  H.R.H.The  Duke  of  Connaught,  TS..Q. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALLj 

Thursday,  l.st  tfanuar}/,  1903, 
AT  EIGHT  O'CLOCK. 
HANDEL'S 

IVES  SSI  AH 

MISS  MACINTYRE. 

MADAME  CLARA  BUTT. 

MR.  WILLIAM  GREEN. 

MR.  WATKIN  MILLS. 


BAND    AND   CHORUS   ONE  THOUSAND. 
Ort/antst   -   Mr.  U.  X.  Italjoiir. 

CONDUCTOR     -     SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 


Docks  Open  at  7  ;  Commence  at  8  o'clock. 
stalls,  7s.  6d.   Arena,  Cs. 
Boxes,  HI  lis.  6d.  to  £3  33.  Od. 
„  ,  I    Reserved      (rows  1  to  4)   ...  53. 

Balcony       unreserved  (rows  5  to  8)   ...  43. 
GALLERY  (PR0MBNAI>K)  TWO  SHILLINGS. 
Tickets  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall  and  usual  Agents 


Tie  mneteiiiiti  GeniDiii 

AND  AFTER. 

No.  310.      DECEMBEK,  190S.      Price  Si.  6d. 


Amepica's   Bid    for  Naval 

Supremacy.  By  Archibald  S.  Hdkd. 

The  Weak  Spot  in  the  AraePi- 

ean  Republic.   By  J.  Weston. 

The  Real  Object  of  Copn 

Laws.  By  Sir  GuiLFORD  L.  MoLES- 
WOKTH,  K.O.I. E. 

The  Tangle  of  London  Loco- 
motion. By  Sidney  Low,  L.C.C. 
Oup  Public   Schools  as  a 

Public  Peril.  By  Sir  Oliver  Lodge, 
F.R.S.  (Principal  of  the  University  oj 
Binitinijliaiii). 

Religion  and  Physical  Science. 

By  His  Grace  the  Ddkk  of  North- 
umberland. 

The  Jesuits  and  the  Law  in 

England.  By  the  Rev.  Father  Gerard, 
S.J. 

The  Dpama  of  the  Future.  By 

Oswald  Crawford. 

The  Woman-headed  Serpent 

in  Art.   By  Mrs.  W.  Kemp-Welch. 

Changes  in  the  Pponunciation 

of  English.  By  Charles  L.Eastlake. 

Ignoble  Use  of  the  Classics. 

By  the  Hon.  BovD  Winchester  {late 
United  States  ilinister,  Switzerland). 

The  Geopgics  of  Vipgil :  Book 

III.,  lines  440-566.  By  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Bdrqholere. 

A  Possible  Addition  to  the 

Dual  Alliance.  By  Demetrius  C. 
Boclger. 

The  Stopy  of  "The  Foupth 

Party."— 11.  Its  Progress.  By  Harold 
E.  Gorst. 

Last  Month.    By  Sir  Wbmybs 
Reid.  

LONDON : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON* COMPANY, Ltd. 
St.  Dumtan't  Bouge, 
Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 


I, 
II. 
III. 

IV. 
V. 

VI. 
VII. 

VIII. 
IX. 
X. 
XI. 

XII. 

XIII. 

XIV. 

XV. 


Trent  Fish  Culture  Co,  Ltd. 

TROUT 

Ova,  fry,  yearlings,  two  and  three  years 
old  (Milton  strain),  a  speciality. 

PRICE  LIST  ON  APPLICATION. 

APPLY — 

MANAGER,  MILTON,  BURTON -ON -TRENT. 


STANLEY  MEAD, 

Fishing  Tackle  Dealer  and 
Thames  Anglep, 
Henley  -  on  -  Tliames. 

Light  E.I.  Cane  Pike  Rod,  11  ft.,  2  tops,  touRued 
winch  Htted,  hard  steel  rings,  in  bag,  7«.  6d. 
Salmon  or  Twisted  Gut  Live-huit  Trace,  1«. 
Salmon  Gut  Pike  Paternoster,  l.«. 

Best  Snap  Tackle  id.    Fish  Preserued  &  Mounted. 


DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

"  Lord  KnoUys  is  commanded  by  the  King 
to  tliank  Mr.  Darlington  for  a  copy  of  the 
new  edition,  so  well  got  up,  of  '  London  ami 
EnviroiiH.' " 
"  Notliing  better  could  be  wished  for."— 
Uritish  Weekly. 
"A  brilliant  book."— TAe  Timea. 
"MoHt  emphatically  tops  them  all."— JDaflv  Qraphie. 
"  Particularly  good."~Academv, 

VISITORS  TO  LONDON  SHOULD  USE 

DARLINGTON'S 

4tll  EDITION, 

REVISED,  5s. 

New  mapH  and  plang. 

By  E.  C.  COOK  and        24  Maps 
E.  T.  COOK,  M.A.       and  Plans. 


60  Illustra' 
tions. 


LONDON 

AND      t.  T.  COOK,  M.A. 

ENVIRONS. 

Visitors  to  Eri^hton,  Eastboume,  Haatings,  Bourne- 
mouth. Kxcter,  Si<imoiitli,  Kxraouth,  Teignniouth,  l>aw- 
lieli.  Toniuay,  PaiKutnii.  Plymouth.  Uartmouth,  Dart- 
moiir,  Falmouth,  Penzance.  8t.  Ives,  Newquay.  Tintagel, 
Olovelly.  Bideford,  Ilfracomlie.  Lynton,  Minehead, 
Kxnioor.  Wye  Valley,  Severn  Valley,  Bath.  Wcf ton-super 
Mare.  Malvern,  Hereford,  Worcester.  (ilouceHter,  Llan- 
drindod  Wells,  Llangollen,  Bala.Aber,  Llanduduo.Colwyn 
B;iy,  Conway,  Penuiaenmawr,  Llanfairfet-han,  Bangor, 
Carnarvon.  Bettwsycoed.  Snowdon.  Rhyl,  Dolgelly,  Aber- 
ystwyth,Towyn,  Bannouth,  Criccieth,  PwUhen,  Norwich, 
Varmoirth.  and  the  Norfolk  Broads,  The  Isle  of  Wight, 
and  Channel  Islands,  should  use 

BARLIKGTOK'S  HAKDBOOEB,  Is.  Each. 
Llanqollen  :  Darlington  &  Co.        London:  Simpe.in's, 
New  York  &  Pakis:  Brentano's. 
Railway  Bookstalls,  and  all  Bookaellers. 

PHOTOGRAPHS.  _  Beautiful  Photographs  of 
Scenery,   Ruins,  etc.,  iu  Switzerland.   Italy.  Greece. 
Turkey.  Russia,  Norway.  Sweden,  Denmark,  Palestine 
and  Egypt,  also  North  Wales,  Is.,  Is.  6d.,  and  2a. 
List  Post  Free. 
Darlington  &  Co.,  Llangollen. 


SORIBNER'S  MAGAZINE 

ONE  SHILLING  MONTHLY. 
CONTENTS  Of  No.  192.    VOL.  XXXII. 


Black  mo  re,  Author  of 
Edited  by  LDCr  Derby 

E.  F. 


DECEMBER.  1902. 

Frontispiece  —  Drawing  to  accompany 
"The  Desert."  (Printed  in  colours.) 
Max  FIELD  Parrish. 

The    Gentle    Art    of  Bull-rigrhting. 

KlOHARD  HARDINQ  DAVIS.  llUistrations 
drawn  by  C.  M.  Relyea  from  photographs 
by  J.  F.  J.  Archibald  and  the  Author. 

Christmas     a.t     Cafe  Spaander. 

Edward  Penfield.  Illustrations  by  the 
Author,  reproduced  in  colours. 

Letters  of  R.  Di 

"  Lorna  Doone. 
Fuller. 

The  Alliance  of  Laughter. 

Benson,  Author  of  "Dodo." 

Pippo.  Guy  Wetmore  Carryl.  Illustra- 
tions by  ETTORE  Tito. 

A  Mother's  Days.  Drawings  by  Jessix 
Willcox  Smith,  reproduced  in  colours. 

Compartment  No.  Four— Cologne  to 
Paris.  F.  HOPKINSON  SMITH.  Illustra- 
tions by  W.  L.  Jacobs. 
The  Bishop's  Silence. 
Andrews.  Illustrations 
Wyman. 
Verses  Written  in  1872. 
Stevenson. 

The  Right  of  the  Strongest.  Octave 
THANET.    Illustrations  by  W.  L,  JACOBS. 

The  Desert.  Arthur  Cossleit  Smith, 
Author  of  "The  Turquoise  Cup."  Illustra- 
tions by  MAXFIELD  PABRISH. 


Mary  R.  S. 
by  Florence 

Robert  Louis 


Autumn  Twilight. 

Russell  Taylor. 


Poem.  Joseph 


The  Custom  of  the  Captain.  Henry 
C.  Rowland.  Illustrations  by  Henry  Hutt. 

The    Point    of   View.— A  CHRISTMAS 

CONTEMPLATION. 
The  Field  of  Art-CONCERNING  A  PRO- 
POSED DEPARTMENT  OF  FINE  ART  AT 
COLUMBIA  UNI  VER.SITY.  (WillH.  LOW.) 

LONDON : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  LTD. 
St.  DunBtan't  Howe, 
Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 


SCOTCH  SALMON  FISHINGS 
TO  LET. 

Full  particulars  of  all  Salmon  Fishings  to 
Letc-in  Scotland  can  be  obtained  free  on  appli- 
cation to 

J.WATSONLYALl&Co.,lt(I. 

S^anb  Jlgents, 
118,  PaU  Mall,  London,  S.W. 

They  publish  on  the  first  of  each  month  their 
List  of  all  Fishings  and  Shootings  to  Let.  It  ii 
sent,  post  free,  to  any  address  on  application. 


WORMS,  MAGGOTS,  and  PRE- 
SERVED BAITS.  Specially  pre- 
pared Brandlings  and  Cockspur  Worma 
for  Grayling,  Roach,  and  Perch,  and 
clean,  freshly-bred  Gentles,  1/3,  2/6, 
and  5/-  per  box,  carriage  paid.  Bright 
and  Tough  preserved  Gudgeon,  Dace, 
Sprats  and  Minnows,  1/G  per  bottle,  post 
free.— J.  E.  Millek,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  Nevy  Station  Street,  Leeds. 


Ty  ORMS.— The  celebrated  Edinburgh 
*  *  Pink  Tails,  the  most  brilliant  and 
attractive  Worma  for  clear  water  and  all 
kinds  of  fishing.  One  gross,  properly 
scoured,  packed  in  moss  in  good  bag, 
carriage  paid,  for  Is.  9d. ;  2  gross,  do.,  33. 
Send  P.0.0.  to  Habdy  Bbob.,  6,  South 
St.  David  Street,  Edinburgh. 


VETLAND  ARMS  HOTEL,  Cashel,  Connemara. 
^  Gowla  fishing  and  shooting  leased  for  visitors 
use.    Sea-side  resort. 


DRYSHOD 

SZERELMEY'S  PROCESS 

is  unequalled  for  waterproolhig  boots,  .and  pre- 
serves llshiug  tackle. 
SAMPLE  TIN,  1/.;  POST, 
One  application  lasts  the  Boots  out. 

BARKHAM  BROS,.  25,  Leadenhall  St.,  E.C. 


Anglers  wlabing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  In  the  Avon  or  Stonr. 

SHOULD  ABTERTISB  IH 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Vriday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  "  adtrts.,  26  wordi  for  !«.,  prepaid. 
Addpeai:  "Obsepver"  0£Bae. Bonraemoutb. 


PROPERTffiS  with  FISHINGS. 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  be 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  in- 
cluding salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishings, 
should  advertise  the  same  in 

^be  fisbing  (Basette, 

Establishes  1876. 

Entirely  devoted  to  Angling, 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper, 


Addresa  the  Proprletora — 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO., 

Limited, 

it.  Dnnstan's  Honse,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 


THE 

maian  Sporilna  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

CrRCULATES  THROnQHOUT  INDIA,  CBYLON, 
BURMAH  AND  ASSAM. 

Ths  Only  Sporting  Paper  in  Weitem  India. 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 
FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 

FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  .fee. 
Published  every  Sunday.    Subscription  16«.  per 

annum.   Single  copies,  Td.,  post  free. 
Printed  and  Published  at  Tihes  or  India  Press, 
Bombay. 

LONDON  OFTICB  :  121,  FLEET  STREET,  E.C- 


TBJB  J'JSHiya    GAZETTE,    DKCEMBBB    :  1909 


OVA,  FRY.  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS 

Of  S.  Faiio,  S.  Levenensis,  S.  Fontinalls, 
»nd  Rainbows ;  also  fiesh  water  Mollusoa, 
Cmataoeans,  May-Fly  Eggs,  Larvae,  &o., 
and  Water  Plants. 

Pupils  Ta^ken. 

Apply — 

Messrs.  ANDREWS, 

The  Surrey  Trout  Farm, 
CRITCHMERE,  HASLEMERE. 


SUCCESS  IN   SEA  FISKLNQ  can 
only  be  obtained  by  using  up^  to 
date  tackle. 

HEARDER  &  SON, 
196,  UNION  STREET,  PLYMOUTH, 

have  etood  the  test  of  129  years,  and 
their  tackle  is  acknowledged  by  all  oom 
petent  fishermen  tO  be  the  best. 

Mounted  lines  for  all  kinds  of 
flshingr.  Inventors  of  the  celebrated 
Sand  Eels,  that  eclipse  all  other 

baits,  both  natural  and  artificial. 

Improved  Horsehair  Lines  with- 
out knots.  Otter  and  Beam  Trawls, 
Trammels,  Courses,  &e. 

Fitherman's  Guide  {Illusirated)  Oratia. 

HlQHEST  AWABDB  EVSBYWHBBB. 


THEAKER, 

for  86  years  Manufactnrer  of  8-plait  Silk  Fishing 
Lines,  made  from  pore  silk  only. 

>.  d. 

EOACH  ...  per  100  yards  1  6 
Babbel      ...  ,,  1  10 

PiKS    ,,  8  4 

Salmor     ...  ,,  4  4 

Send  directed  envelope  for  samples,  and  test 
with  other  lines.  Theaker's  Hooks  to  Ont  for 
Hatch  fishing.  Best  Crystal  Hooks,  any  size,  on 
16  Inch  drawn  gut,  from  3x  to  6x,  lOd.  per  doz.  ; 
18  Inch  gut,  7d.  per  doz.  Best  Gut  Casts,  fine, 
medlnm,  or  strong,  1  yard.  Is.  per  doz.  ;  2  yards, 
t<.  td.  per  doz. ;  3  yards,  3s.  6d.  per  doz.  Dealer 
In  all  kinds  of  Baits.  Nottingham  Lobworms, 
Ss.  per  1000.  The  trade  supplied. 
2,  BROAD  MARSH,  NOTTINCHAM. 


CABUSHED  1861. 

BIRKBECK  BANK, 

Southampton  Bulldlngi,  Chancery  Lane,  W.C. 
CURRENT  AOOOUNT8 

20  /  on  the  minimum  monthly  balances  Qo  / 
/  0     when  not  drawn  below  £100.     ^  /  0 


2r/ 


DEPOSIT  A0GOUNT8 


on  Deposits,  repayable  ft  lO  / 
0         on  demand.         ^2  /  o 


STOCKS  AND  SHARES 
stocks  and  Shares  purchased  and  lold  lor 
customers. 

The  BIRKBECK  ALMAJJACK,  with  full  par- 
ticulars, post  free. 

C.  A.  KAVKNSCROFT,  Manager. 


SPROUSTON,  KEI.SO. 

HIGHEST  Awards  of  all  for  Salmon 
Flies  at  the  Great  International 
Fisheries  Ezhibltion.  Salmon  Flies  for 
ail  y^rts  of  the  world,  Sets  of  dozen  or 
halt-dozen  of  the  best  pattern  and  sizes  for 
any  river.  Special  or  local  patterns  copied. 


FISHING  &  SPORTING  PROPERTIES 
Honses,  Land,  and  Estates 

To  LET  &  for  SALE. 

SBB  THE 

ESTATES  CAZEHE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture 

Forthcoming  Bales  and  Beaults  of 
Sales  recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d. 

ANNUAL  SUBSOHIPTION,  16b. 
Cmav  Ornoii: 
S.  ST.  BRIDB  STREET.  LONDON.  E.G. 


DO  NOT    KEMOVS  THIS   OOTJPOBT  I^OM  THH  FAPBB. 

The  Proprietors  of  the  "  FISHING  OAZETTE  "  have  Insured  every  Purchaser 
or  Holder  of  It  In 

The  General  Accident  Assurance  Corporation,  Limited, 

116  to  117,  Cannon  Street,  B.C.  (Registered  Office,  Perth),  to  whom  Notice  of  Claims  under 
the  following  conditions  must  be  sent  within  fourteen  days  of  the  date  of  accident. 


£100 


"FISHING  GAZETTE" 

INSURANCE  COUPON. 

APPLIOABLB  ONLY  IN  GRBAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRBLAND. 


£50 


One  Himdred  Pounds  will  be  paid  by  the  above  Corporation  to  the  person  whom  the  Corporation 
shall  decide  tobethenextof  kin  of  any  person  killed  by  an  accident  to  the  train  in  which  the  deceased  was 
an  ordinary  paseenger,  or  who  shall  hare  been  fatally  injured  thereby,  Bhoald  death  result  within  three 
calendar  months  after  such  accident.  Should  such  injury  not  prove  fatal,  but  cause  within  three  calendar 
months  as  aforesaid  the  loss  of  two  limbs  by  actual  separation  aliove  the  wristor  ankle,  or  the  irrecoverable 
loss  of  sight  in  both  eyes,  then  the  person  injured  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  ONE  HUNDRED  POUNDS, 
or  for  the  loes  of  one  limb,  or  one  eye  as  aforesaid  FIFTY  POUNDS.  ONE  HUNDRED  POUNDS  will  also 
be  paid  by  the  Corporation,  subject  to  the  terms  and  conditions  of  this  Coupon,  in  the  event  of  the  accidental 
death  of  the  holder  by  drowning  whilst  angling.  Provided  that  at  the  time  of  such  accident  the  person  so 
killed  or  injured  was  the  owner  of  this  I.'Isckakce  Codpon  for  the  Current  week,  with  his  or  her  usual 
signature  previously  written  in  ink  underneath.  If  found  on  the  person  it  need  not  have  been  signed. 
Annual  Subscribers  whos*  yearly  subscription  has  been  paid  in  advance,  and  who  retain  and  file  this  paper, 
will  be  held  covered  on  its  production,  although  the  coupon  is  unsigned.  This  Coupon  only  applies  to  persona 
over  14  and  under  60  years  of  age,  and  is  limited  to  one  Coupon  for  each  holder. 


SIQNATURE. 


THE  GENERAL  ACCIDENT  ASSURANCE  CORPORATION,  LIMITED 

CAPITAL,  £400,000.  .-  ESTABLISHED  1885. 

Chief  Offices :— General  Buildings,  Perth,  N.B. ;  11&  to  117,  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

F.  NOB.IE-MILLEK,  General  Manager. 
COMBINED  ACCIDENT,  DISEASES,  and  ANNUITY.— £1000  Policy  for  £2  per  annum. 
Burglary  Insurance. — All  Householders  should  have  a  policy.  Rates  from  1».  6(i.  per  £100. 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  1897.— Assurances  at  Low  Rates.  Each  Risk  rated  on  its 
merits.  Fire  Insurance.  Vehicle  Indemnity,  Siclcness,  and  Cycle  Insurance  also  transacted. 
Fidelity  Guarantee  Bonds  issued  at  Low  Rates. 
Applications  for  Agencies  invited  j  liberal  terms.    Prospectuses  Free  on  Application. 


WORTH  A  GUINEA  A  BOX 


BEECHAM'S 


PILLS 


FOB  AI.D 


Bilious  and  Nervous  Disorders, 

Sick  Headache, 

Constipation, 
Wind  and  Pains  in  Stomach, 


Impaired  Digestion, 
Disordered  Liver, 
and  Female  Ailments. 


ANNUAL  SALE  OVER 
SIX  MILLION  BOXES. 

In  Boxes,  1/lJ  and  2/9  each,  with  full 
directions.  The  l/lj  box  contains 
56  pills. 


Prepared  only  by  the  Proprietor, 

THOMAS  BEECHAM, 

ST.  HELEN'S,  LANCASHIRE. 


Beeeham's  Tooth  Paste. 

Efficacioua — Economical. 

Cleanses  the  Teeth — Perfumes  tbe 
Breath. 

In  Collapsible  Tubes,  of  all  Druggists,  or  from 
the  Proprietor,  for  1/-,  post  paid. 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

32  FAOES   OF  liErTTEBFBESS  AND  PICTT7BES. 
Price  3d. ;  by  post,  SJd. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper  that  can 
be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of  the  household. 

In  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  week's  news  ia  epitomised  in  a  concise 
knd  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations, 

Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist,  "  F.C.G.,"  in  every  issue. 

niustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  All  "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  speciaUy  suitable  for  sending  to  friends 
ftbroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

Price  3d. ;  by  post,  SJd. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Booltseller,  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls,  or  from 

The  "  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE  "  OFFICE,  Tudor  St.,  E.C. 


FISHING  RODS  &  TACKLE. 

JACK  RODS.— Brazed  upright  rings,  winch  fittings,  it.  9d.  ',  Hickory  do.,  2  tops,  5«.  M.  to 
lOs  6d. ;  Hickory  or  Mottled  Cane,  ISft.,  bronze  or  German  silver  fittings,  solid  rings,  division  bag 
and  spear,  will  make  Jack  Rod,  10ft.  6in.,  Vis.  M.  ;  do.,  double  brazed,  Us.  6d.  to  218.  6d. 

REELS.— Nottingham  Wood,  polished,  8iin.,  Is.  Oci.  ;  4in.,  is.  6d.  ;  movable  check,  Siln.,  4«.  ; 
iin.,  68.  ;  bronze  revolving  plate,  check  reels,  3in.,  68.  6(2.  ;  4in.  98.  M.  Brass,  solid  backs,  3in.,  2«.  6<i. 

LINES  (waterproof).— Plaited  silk,  stout,  Id.  per  yard  ;  hemp,  id.  per  yard.  Plaited  Flax  Lines, 
80  yards,  7d.  ;  Tanned,  id.  ;  60  yards,  2«.   Cable  Laid  Cord,  50  yards,  Hi. 

TRACES  (Gut  or  Gimp).— Two  swivels  and  lead,  5d.  ;  Twisted  Gut  do.,  from  Id. 

SNAPS,  &c.— Ryder's,  2d.  ;  Pennell's  %id. ;  Jardine'a,  8d. ;  Double  Live  Bait  Hooks,  lid.  each, 
18.  3(?.  per  dozen. 

BAITS.— Spoon,  from  6d.  each,  very  best  quality ;  Silver  Plated,  from  1«. ;  Devons,  Totnes,  and 
tftQQOws,  from  6d.  each.  GUT  LINES,  from  Id.  per  yard  ;  Best,  8  yards,  6d. ;  "Fishing  Gazette" 
Giossamer,  Sd.   Flies  dressed  to  any  pattern. 

Postage  Extra  on  all  Orders.   All  Orders  must  be  accompanied  by  a  remittance. 

G.  W.  HEMENS  (a.  B^f^SiBR)  62,  WANDSWORTH  RD.,  S.  W. 

(CORNBR  or  KiHE  ELMS  LAHB). 

CATALOGUES    POST  FREE 


TO  FISH  IN  IRELAND. 

By  HI  REQAN. 

WITH  MAP  AND  NUMEROUS  TEXT  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

New  Edition.      Crown  8vo.,  8s.  6d. 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  4  CO.,  Ltd..  St.  Dunstan's  House.  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


A.  W.  GAMAGE,  Ltd. 


HOLBORN,   LONDON,  E.C. 

FOR  UP-TO-DATE  FISHING  TACKLE. 


Ash  Rod,  brazed,  winch  fitted,  upright  rings,  pulley  end  rings,  2  joints,  8  feet   

„      „      1  lancewood  top,  pulley  end  ring,  rubber  button,  superior  finish   

„      „     Two-joint,  revolving  end  rings,  phosphor  bronze  snake  rings,  wood  button,  8  feet   

Serviceable  Sea  Rod,  E.I.C.  butt,  swell  grip,  two  greenheart  tops,  length  8  feet.  Universal  winch  fittings,  double  brazed   

Our  Special  Sea  Rod,  3  joints,  greenheart  rod,  blue  Mahoe  handle,  2  tops  (1  whalebone),  fitted  with  pulley,  revolving  end  rings,  Universal  winch 
fittings,  and  phosphor  bronze  snake  rings   ,      ...      ...   


East  India  Cane  Thames  Punt  Rods,  2  tops,  10  feet,  swell 

grip   5/6 

East  India  Cane  Bank  Rod,  15  feet   5/6 


3/6 
6/6 
7/6 
12/6 

19/6 


10/- 


Hickory  Rod,  4  joints,  3  tops,  12  feet   

Besti  Qu.a.liiiy  E.I.C,  in  3  or  4  joints,  double  brazed,  3  tops, 

12  and  14  feet.  Specially  Balanced  Handle      ...  20/6,  22/6 

STAR  BACK  NOTTINGHAM  REELS.  "'"'^  -  *  - 


3  in.,  1/9  3tin.,2/3  4in.,y. 

Optional  Cheek. 
3  in.,  2/9  3i  in.,  3/3  *  in.,  3/ 


5  in.,  4/9 


THJB   FISBIXO    GAZBTTE,    UKCBMBER  •90* 


WORKS  ON  FISH  AND  FISHING 

ACCLIMATISATION  OF  SALMONID^  AT  THE  ANTIPODES,  ITS  HISTORY  AND  RESULTS.   By  Arthur  Nicols.  j  Crown  8vo.,  5s. 
"AMATEUR  ANGLER,  THE."— AN  OLD  MAN'S  HOLIDAYS.    16  Illustrations.    Fcap.  8vo.,  cloth  extra,  2s.  net. 

  FRESH  WOODS  AND  PASTURES  NEW,    Fcap.  8vo.,  boards,  Is.;  cloth,  Is.  &d. 

 •  DAYS  IN  CLOVER.    16mo.,  boards,  Is. 

  BY  MEADOW  AND  STREAM:  PLEASANT  MEMORIES  OF  PLEASANT  PLACES.    Illustrated.    IGmo.,  fancy  boards,  Is. ;  cloth,  Is.  6d. 

  ON  A  SUNSHINE  HOLYDAY.    Editimi  de  luxe.  Fcap.  Svo.,  large  paper,  printed  on  hand-made  (Van  Gelder)  paper,  160  pp.,  with  16  full-pa»e  Illustrations 

printed  on  India  paper  mounted,  half-bound  Roxburgh,  price  6s.  net.    (Only  250  printed  for  England  and  America,  numbered  and  signed  by  the°  writer  )  Also 

Cheap  Edition,,  pott  Svo.,  cloth  extra,  Is.  6d. 

  DOVE  DALE  REVISITED.    Together  with  other  Holiday  and  Angling  Sketches.    Illustrated.   Fcap.  Svo.,  2s.  6d.  net ;  Edition  de  luxe,  6s.  net. 

AMERICAN  SALMON-FISHERMAN,    By  H.  P.  Wklls.    With  Illustrations,  and  a  Map  showing  the  Location  of  Salmon  Rivers.    8vo.,  6s. 
ANGLER'S  STRANGE  EXPERIENCES,  AN.    By  Cotswold  Isys.    Illustrated.    Small  4to.,  5s.    New  Edition,  3s.  6d. 

ANGLING,  AND  HOW  TO  ANGLE.  A  Practical  Guide  to  Bait  Fishing,  Trolling,  Spinning,  and  Fly  Fishing.  By  J.  T.  Burgess.  New  Edition.  Revised  and 
brought  down  to  date  by  R.  B.  Mabston.    Seventy  Diagrams  and  Illustrations.    Crown  Svo.,  240  pp.,  boards,  Is. ;  or  cloth  gilt,  2s.  Gd. 

FISH  AND  FISHING,  NOTES  ON,    By  J.  J.  Manley,  M.A.    Illustrated.    Crown  Svo.,  10s.  6d. ;  re-issue,  6s. 

FISHERMAN'S  LUCK  AND  OTHER  UNCERTAIN  THINGS.  By  Henry  Vandyke.  Illustrated  by  Sterner,  Smedley,  Relyea,  and  French.  A  book 
of  woodland  sketches  and  blue-sky  philosophy  similar  to  the  Author's  "Little  Rivers,"  which  has  been  variously  styled  by  critics  "the  Complete  Angler  of 
to-day,"  "  that  out-of-door  classic,"  "  a  book  of  the  heart,"  &c.  The  papers  embody  the  reflections  of  a  sympathetic  student  of  nature  and  lover  of  man  in  his 
out-of-door  rambles  and  fireside  leisure.  Some  of  the  themes  are  "  LoverS  and  Landscape,"  "  Fishing  in  Books,"  and  "  Who  Owns  the  Mountains?"  Svo.  cloth 
extra,  8s.  6d.  net.  '' 

"  Does  not  contain  a  dull  or  uninteresting  page  The  book  contains  charming  illustrations  ITie  whole  book  is  an  antidote  to  Bloom  and  hopeleasnesa  of  even- 
kind." — New  York  Tim  es.  . 

FISHING  TACKLE  AND  FISH  HOOKS,  MODERN  IMPROVEMENTS  IN.   By  H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell.   With  Illustrations.   Small  Svo.,  2s. 

FLY-FISHING  FOR  SALMON,  TROUT,  AND  GRAYLING,  RECOLLECTIONS  OF,  By  Edward  Hamilton.  New  Edition.  Crown  Svo.,  6s. ;  largo 
paper,  10s.  6d. 

  DRY  FLY  FISHING,  A  HANDY  GUIDE  TO.    By  Cotswold  Isys,  M.A,   Illustrated.    Crown  Svo.,  boards,  Is, 

  FAVOURITE  FLIES  AND  THEIR  HISTORIES.   By  Mary  Orvis  Marbury.    Illustrated  by  32  Coloured  Plates  of  Flies.   Svo.,  24s. 

  BRITISH  ANGLING  FLIES,    By  Michael  Theakston.    Illustrated.    Crown  Svo.,  5s. 

 THE  FLY  FISHER'S  REGISTER.   By  W,  H.  Pope.    Oblong  4to.,  2s. 

.THE   TROUT    FLY    DRESSER'S    CABINET   OF    DEVICES  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Wet  and  Dry  Plies  for  Trout  and  Grayling  Pishing.     By  the  late  H.  G. 

McClelland  ("  Athenian  "  of  the  J'is/iiwg' Gazette).    With  SO  Illustrations.  2s.net. 

"  All  credit  must  be  given  to  the  publishers  for  producing  in  an  inexpensive  fonu  a  book  which  should  prove  of  practical  use  to  the  ever-increasing  number  of  those  who  are  desirous 
of  taking  fish  with  artificial  Hies  made  l).v  their  own  hands." — Field. 

"  It  gives  practically  everything  the  dresser  of  trout  and  grayling  flies  retiulros." — Bazaar  Sportsman's  Supplement. 
"  This  admirable  woik  is  liighly  illustrated,  and  should  prove  invaluable  to  every  angler." — Shooting  Times  and  British  Sportsman,  e 
HOW  AND  WHERE  TO  FISH  IN  IRELAND.   By  Hi  Regan.    With  Map  and  Illustrations.    Crown  Svo.,  3s.  M. 

NEAR  AND  FAR:  AN  ANGLER'S  SKETCHES  OF  HOME  SPORT  AND  COLONIAL  LIFE.    By  Wm.  Senior  ("  Red  Spinner ").   Crown  Svo. 

cloth,  6s. ;  New  and  Cheaper  Edition,  boards,  2s. 
RIVERSIDE  NATURALIST,  THE,       Notes  on  the  Various  Forms  of  Life  met  with  either  in,  on,  or  by  the  Water,  or  in  its  immediate  vicinity.   By  Edward 
Hamilton,  M.D.    With  Illustrations.    Demy  Svo.,  14s. 

SALMON  PROBLEMS,    By  J.  Willis  Bund.    Crown  Svo.,  3s.  Gd.  and  2s.  GcH 

A  HISTORY  OF  SCANDINAVIAN  FISHES.  Described  by  B.  Fries,  0.  Y.  Ekstrom,  and  C.  Sundevall.  With  Coloured  Plates  and  numerous  Text 
Illustrations.    Second  Edition,  thoroughly  revised  and  completed  by  Professor  P.  A.  Smitt.    In  Two  Parts.    Price  £12  12s.  net. 

SPORTING  FISH  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN.  By  H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell.  With  Illustrations  in  Gofd  and  Silver,  Colours,  &c.  Svo.,  cloth,  15s. ;  large 
paper,  Dutch  hand-made,  30s. 

THAMES  AND  TWEED.    By  George  Rooper.    Crown  Svo.,  cloth,  2s.  &d. 

TROUT.— DOMESTICATED  TROUT  :  HOW  TO  BREED  AND  GROW  THEM.    By  L.  Stone.    Fourth  Edition.    Crown  Svo.,  12s.  6d. 
WALTON,  AND  SOME  EARLIER  ANGLING  WRITERS.    By  R.  B.  Marston.    Crown  Svo.,  4s.  &d. ;  printed  on  hand-made  paper,  7s.  Gd. 
WATERSIDE  SKETCHES.   By  William  Senior  ("  Red  Spinner  ").    Imperial  32mo.,  cloth.  Is.  6d. ;  boards,  Is. 
GRAYLING  FISHING  IN  SOUTH  COUNTRY  STREAMS.     By  H.  A.  Rolt.    Crown  Svo.,  2s.  6d.  net. 
THE  SPECKLED  BROOK  TROUT,    Edited  and  Illustrated  by  Louis  Rhead.    16s.net,  Edition  de  luxx,  £.i  4:S.  net. 

MOOSE  HUNTING,  SALMON  FISHING,  AND  OTHER  SPORT  IN  CANADA,  By  T.  R.  Patillo.  With  Portrait  of  the  Author.  Crown  Svo,,  cloth 
extra,  5s.  net.  •  ■ 

"  Any  book  is  welcome  which  introduces  us  to  something  new  in  the  shape  of  sport,  and  this  is  what  Mr.  Patillo  does  in  his  new  volume.    Mr.  Patillo  is  a  very  lively  and  graphic- 
writer," — Standard. 

"  Mr.  Patillo's  desciiption  of  trout  and  salmon  fishing  will  make  the  hands  of  many  an  angler  tingle." — Acadtmy. 
"The  litenitme  of  sport  is  sensibly  enriched  by  this  inspiriting  record  of  per.sonal  experiences." — Scotsman. 


The  Lea  and  Dove  Illustrated  Edition,  being  the  looth  Edition  of 

THE  COMPLEAT  ANGLER.    By  Izaak  Walton  and  Charles  Cotton. 

Edited  by  R.  B.  MARSTON,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
Edition  de  Luxe,  2  vols.,  royal  quarto,  in  full  morocco,  TEN  GUINEAS  Net.  Demy  Quarto  Edition,  2  vols.,  half-bound  in  morocco,  FIVE  GUINEAS  Net, 

The  whole  of  the  type  of  this  Edition  has  been  distributed  and  the  full-page  Copper-plates  destroyed. 
Standard,— "  Never  has  Walton  been  more  honoured.  .  .  .  Tliese  noble  volumes. "  Athenaeum.— "  In  all  respects  a  crowning  work  of  the  kind." 

Field.-"  A  truly  magnificent  edition.  .  .  .  A  triumph  of  first-class  work  in  every  department."  ,     EXTle^K^I^'No  L'^lSm^^^^^^^^ 
Scotsman, — "  The  most  desirable  edition  of  Walton  that  has  been  offered  to  the  public."  I  an  English  classic  than  this." 


To  Messrs.  Saynpson  Low,  Marston  and  Go^mpany,  Limited,  St  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.G.,  London. 
Please  supply  me  with 

at  £  as  per  List  of  Angling  Books. 

Name 
Address 


Date  

London :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MAESTaN  &  COMPANY,  Limited.  St,  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E,C. 

London :  Printed  by  William  Clowes  and  Soss,  Limited,  Duke  Street,  Stamford  Street,  S.E.,  and  Published  for  The  Fishing  Gazette,  Limited,  by  Sampson  Low,  MABSTON  AND 

Company,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C.   December  20,  1902. 
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